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Introduction

When we began our first volume on local architectural history, Historic Homes and
Estates of Scugog, we were well aware of the huge number of homes from which we could
draw interesting material. It was immediately obvious that the results of our research
could not be contained in one volume. When we began work on this, our second volume,
we recognized further that the architecture and history of Scugog and Uxbridge
Townships were inextricably linked and that this factor should be included in this
volume. This should become apparent in our first chapter on stone homes.  

In the early history of European settlement in this region, township boundaries were
mere lines on a map. As early as 1840 Uxbridge was the market town for this area,
attracting farmers and ordinary citizens from the surrounding communities, particularly
from the present day Scugog Township. The pioneers would make their journey to
Uxbridge every Thursday to buy and sell produce and livestock, and to exchange news
and information. Beginning in 1855, the North Ontario Agricultural Society held its fairs
in several of the communities in Uxbridge and Reach Townships for many years. 

The first newspaper to be published in the area was the North Ontario Observer,
published in Prince Albert in 1857. It was the main source of news for the two townships
until 1869 when Uxbridge saw the need to have its own newspaper. When Joseph Gould
of Uxbridge campaigned for political reform beginning in the 1830s he frequently visited
his friends in Reach Township to solicit their support in his campaigns efforts. The two
townships exchanged the hosting of competitions in cricket beginning in the late 1850s.
Even today a strong but friendly rivalry exists between sports teams in Uxbridge and
Port Perry.  

We sincerely hope that this volume will help readers in Uxbridge and Scugog
Townships to increase their mutual awareness of the architectural attractions in our two
municipalities. We also hope that readers from outside the area will enjoy the wealth of
material in this volume and come to visit us to share in our enjoyment of the treasures
left by those who laid the foundations of our communities.

Paul Arculus
Peter Hvidsten

Port Perry, July 2005
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Stone Masonry
During the first half of the nineteenth century, a flurry of canal building took place in

Canada and the neighbouring northern United States.  The Erie Canal linking Lake Erie
with the Hudson River and the water route to New York. It was opened in 1825. The Welland
Canal was opened in 1829, linking Lakes Ontario and Erie detouring around the Niagara
Falls and rapids.  The 123-mile long Rideau Canal with its 47 locks was constructed between
1826 and 1832. The Rideau linked the upper Ottawa River with Lake Ontario and the Saint
Lawrence.  On its way it bypassed the profusion of rapids on the Ottawa River.

The canal builders employed hundreds of stonemasons. Scotland was a major source of
stonemasons.  After the canal building frenzy died down, the vast majority of stonemasons
remained in North America and continued to ply their craft building homes, barns, mills and
municipal buildings. 

The first stone built homes were clustered in areas close to the canals. Eventually the
stonemasons drifted into the more rural areas of the country. They tended to build in areas
close to adequate sources of stone such as rivers or exposed quarries.  In some instances,
farmers’ fields provided an adequate supply of fieldstone suitable for building. 

Limestone and large quantities of sandstone and granite occur in abundance in the
Niagara, Kawartha and Kingston areas.  The drumlins to the northwest of Lake Scugog and
the adjacent Oak Ridges moraine are an excellent source of a variety of stones for building.

Most of the stone built houses in this study were constructed from carefully dressed stone
rather than leaving the stones in their natural shape. The cut stones were then laid into
place similar to bricks, using a variety of patterns.

The names of the stonemasons in Uxbridge and Reach Townships have generally drifted
into history. However, we have been able to find the names of a few.  Their names appear in
the text. 

Stone Construction
The earliest stone walls were built without mortar. Walls were carefully erected by laying

stones carefully on top of each other. Mud or limestone plaster was later used as a form of
caulking to prevent the outside elements from entering the home through the walls. This
evolved into cement used as a mortar to give strength to the wall. 

Early mortar was made from mixing lime or burnt gypsum with water. Modern
"Portland" cement was developed in England in 1824, named after the island of Portland
where rocks have a similar colour to the cement created. This cement is made with calcium
from limestone or chalk. Clay or silica from shale is then added and the whole mixture is
ground and burnt in a kiln. When cooled, gypsum is added.  Portland cement is mixed with
sand, water and lime to make a smooth mortar for stone and brickwork. 

CHAPTER

ONE
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Hart House - Random Coursed Ashlar with mortar joints
penciled to give a more formal effect. (see pg. 22)

McMillan House - Stonework is known as Broken Ashlar. No attempt
is made to have stones run in courses. (see pg. 27)

Reader House - Random Coursed Ashlar with regular
mortar joints. (see pg. 25)

Dobson House - Rubble Masonry, features very irregular stone, was
used on back and side walls of this house. (see pg. 15)

McMillan House - Blocked Course Ashlar wall has stone
cut the same height, but of different lengths. (see pg. 27)

Styles of Stone House Construction

Ferguson House - Broken Rangework wall, where the stone is laid
in horizontal courses of different heights. (see pg. 12)
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Masonry Styles
Rubblework - As its name implies, rubblework
involves constructing walls with little or no dressing
of the stones.  The stones are set irregularly in the
wall and spaces are filled with mortar and smaller
stones. In Scugog and Uxbridge Townships the only
place that rubblework appears is in the foundations
of some homes and barns. 

Coursed Rubble - In walls of coursed rubble,
stones of random size are used.  The stones are
dressed slightly and an effort is made to produce a
coursed effect. Evidence of this style is seen in the
McMillan and Robert Dobson Houses. In both these
homes the face of the stone is dressed. Some coursed
rubble construction overlaps the method used in
Ashlar.

Ashlar - In Ashlar stonework, the stones are cut on
all four sides at right angles to each other so that the
stones are rectangular or square in appearance. 

Coursed Ashlar - When the blocks are uniform in
size and the bed joints are continuous, the method is
referred to as coursed ashlar. This is to be seen in the
Hart House.

Broken Ashlar - In broken-ashlar stonework, no
attempt is made to place the stones in courses. The
stonemason who built the Ferguson House used this
method.  

Block-In-Course Ashlar - Here all the stones in
each course are cut to the same height but not
necessarily the same length as in the front of the
McMillan House.  

Random-Coursed Ashlar - In this class or work no
attempt is made to have the vertical joints over one
another. This is seen, again in the front of the
McMillan House.

Cobblestone - This type of wall is constructed of
weather polished rocks, usually with small fist-sized
stones or a stone which can be held in one hand.
Cobblestone walls usually begin with a backing of
rubblework, covered by cobblestone. 

Pointing - The effects of the weather on the exposed
edges of the mortar frequently cause the mortar to
crumble. In most cases the mortar is removed from
within 1/2 to 1 inch of the face and the space then
filled with pointing. Pointing is made from a special
mix of equal parts of Portland Cement and sand.  A
small amount of slaked lime is then added.

Penciling - Penciling is a purely decorative, painted
surface treatment over a mortar joint, often in a
contrasting color. Pointing styles often differ from
one facade to another; front walls often received
greater attention to mortar detailing than side and
rear walls. 

Information courtesy Elements of Stone Masonry
http://www.pasvalco.com/esm/esm1.html

This picture shows the west wall McMillan home, which was
laid in Random Ashlar style. This wall also features decorative
‘penciling’ around the stones in white mortar. (see pg. 27)

This style of wall is known as Broken Rangework Masonry,
and is similar to Random Ashlar, but not as regular. This wall is
located on the west side of the Dobson home. (see pg. 15)

This wall is known as Cobblestone, and is  located on the
west side of the Badgerow home in Uxbridge. (see pg. 46)

 



Dale-Harris Estate
Concession 7, Lot 10, Old Scott Township

The property on which this beautiful stone home sits, dates back to 1802 when the 200 acres
of bush was owned by Angus MacDonald. Records suggest that Mr. MacDonald owned the
land until he sold it to Samuel Snider in 1832. Mr. Snider held it until 1843 when it was
purchased by John Weldon. The Weldon family owned the property for the next 80 years, and

it was during this time the original stone house was built. 
One of Canada’s foremost heritage architects, Napier Simpson, dated the house as being built

during the 1850s by stonemasons who had finished working on the Rideau Canal. Many of these
Scottish craftsmen moved
into this area and built
houses during this time. This
theory is confirmed by census
records which show a log
house on the property in
1852, but when the 1861
census was taken the stone
house was listed.

Like most stone houses
built about this time the
original section of the home
was constructed of local
fieldstone. The stone on the
front wall is ‘dressed’ to
provide a formal look, and
also features red-brick

10
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‘eyebrow’ headers over the windows and an
arched brick over the fanlight entrance door.
The stone for the remainder of the house was
very irregular as it was not viewed from the
front. The house also features windows with 6
on 6 panes, and return eaves.

Marcus Weldon, a descendent of John sold
150 acres of the original property to Wm. G.
Stearman in 1922, but stayed on in the house
until August 1932 when the remainder of the
property was sold.

Robert and Leslie Dale-Harris purchased
the beautiful property and small stone house
from the Stearmans in 1959. Mrs. Dale-
Harris was the daughter of famed English
movie actor Leslie Howard. 

Not long after taking over ownership, they
decided to name their new property “Wotton
House”. This name was derived from the
village of Wotton in Surry, England where
Robert and Leslie had been married.

It was during their ownership that two
large additions were added to the original
quaint stone home. The farm was also

The pictures on these two pages were all taken in May 2005. Left page, top, shows the house with one of the two additions as it
looks facing west. Below left, the front of the original stone house built during the 1850s. Above, a large addition constructed about
1965, which featured living quarters above a grand drawing room. Below, the main entrance with sidelights and an eliptical fanlight.

 



enlarged to about 400 acres.

The first addition was added to
the back, northwest corner where
there was an old summer kitchen.
The new space  provided a maid’s
quarters, kitchen, dining room,
laundry and pantry. On the second
floor, there were two bedrooms and
a bathroom. The stone used for this
addition came from a summer
kitchen which was torn down. 

The second addition, to the
south, was constructed of fieldstone
to match the original building. This
structure, built in 1969, featured a
large drawing room with French
doors which opened onto a flagstone
terrace and manicured gardens. A
small green house was also built adjacent to the addition
about the same time.

Mrs. Dale-Harris remembers that the hand carved
mantle in the drawing room was brought from England.
The piece of pine origniated from Georgia, U.S.A., and had
been used as ballast in a ship which was returning to
England from the American Colonies.

The Dale-Harris family lived on the farm until 1982
when Robert passed away. His wife Leslie sold the home in
March 1983. The present owners of this historical home are
Jack and Janie Moore, who purchased the property in
1994. The Moores are working on restorning the the aging
home, which had been left unattended for some time before
they took over ownership.

12

Historic Homes / Uxbridge-Scugog

These pictures of the Dale Harris home were taken about 1970, after all three additions were completed. Below is a picture at the
rear of the home in the garden where tea parties where held for their friends and visitors.

Riders and dogs prepare to take part in an English-
style fox hunt on the property during in the 1960s.
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Donald Munro Residence
Concession 7, Lot 2, Old Scott Township

T
homas Murray was the owner of the 100 acre parcel of land on which this house is located
more than 150 years ago, when the land was covered with thick forests. Mr. Murray, the first
registered owner of the property, sold the land to Donald Munro in 1854 and it remained in
the Munro family for the next 60 years.

The Munro family gathered local fieldstone and lumber for a number of years, planning for their
new home. A crew of travelling stonemasons arrived circa 1860, to build the beautiful cut-stone
house. The stone is dressed on both the front and west side of the house, while random and chip
stones make up the two-foot thick walls on the remainder of the home.

The original home would have ad a woodshed, summer kitchen at the back, which was replaced by
a new stone additions with board and batten about 1974. This stone was reported to have come from
Washago.

Unique to this home, a most probably added later, is the porch with balcony over the front door.
The single front door is accented by glass sidelights and transom.

It wasn’t until 1915 that the home changed hands again, this time being sold to Elizabeth J. Bailey
for the sum of $475.00. The Bailey family only stayed resided here for about four years.

The old stone home changed hands a number of times over the next few years. Frank W. Stark
purchased the home in 1919, then sold to to Edward Bailey in 1922. Five years later Hilliard Wilson,
purchased the property from Mr. Bailey for $6,000.00.

A large stone addition to the south of the home, erected in 1986, contains an indoor swimming pool.
Members of the Wilson family have now owned the home for more than 75 years. The present

owner is Graham Wilson who purchased the 99.5 acre farm and home from his parents, Lloyd and
Olive Wilson.
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William Ferguson Stone House
3120 Highway 7A, R.R.#1 Blackstock

Concession 5, Part Lot 8, Scugog Township

The Ferguson name rings loud and clear in the early annals of Cartwright Township. Samuel
Ferguson married Sarah Hooey in Ireland in 1817. In 1821, the adventurous couple set sail
for Canada in 1821 settling initially in Cavan Township where nine children were born to
them. In 1836 the Fergusons sold their Cavan property and moved to Cartwright

Township. Samuel Ferguson bought a 200-acre parcel containing the site of this home in 1840, from
Peter Shaw, the original Patent holder. 

In 1868 the Ferguson’s youngest son, William, began the construction of this elegant stone home.
The following year William married Sarah Bingham.  The young couple shared the home with his
parents until his mother’s death in
1880.

William and Sarah had five
children, all girls, and all were
born while the Fergusons lived
here.  The Fergusons sold the
home and moved to New
Hampshire in April 1884.

The proud purchaser of the
Ferguson home was Joseph
Sanderson. The Sandersons
maintained the home until 1962. It
went through several owners until
Brad and Merle Heintzman
purchased it in 1967. This view of Samuel and Sarah Ferguson’s stone house was taken about 1870.



Its construction is unique in Cartwright.
The name of the stonemason who erected

this home is not known. It appears that
much of the stone was gathered from the
local area. 

He built the walls mainly from 24
inch cut stone. Smaller cut stone is
used to decorate the windows and
doors. Smaller angled cut stone was
used in the flat arches over the
windows. The natural stone, with its
stunning variety of colour from red to

black and with many variations of grey,
offers an air of visual excitement in the

sunlight.
The neo-classic vernacular storey-and-a-

half has a low-pitched gable roof and
beautifully fretted bargeboard surrounding the

entire building.
The windows throughout are double hung 6 over 6 paned and have

wooden sills. The dormers have elaborately crafted gothic windows.  All
windows are decorated with shutters.

The interior is dominated by natural pine.  There are pine floors
throughout and the interior doors are of solid pine. Floors, baseboards,
window trim, chair rails, and panelled wainscotting are all crafted in pine.
There are two sets of stairs to the upper floor with the back stairs going
directly to the kitchen. All the ceilings upstairs are sloped to the outside
wall. 

The absence of a centre hall presents a bigger sense of space to the
main floor front rooms. The bathroom off the kitchen was originally an
interior pump house, a relatively rare feature of the period.

Some of the most striking architectural features of the structure of the home can be seen in the
basement.  Round support
pillars constructed from
uncut cemented fieldstone
are clearly visible. Over the
years as the basement has
been remodelled to provide
space for a lower concrete
floor, concrete bases have
been constructed. Also
visible in the basement are
the 16” by 16” pine beams
and joists. 

In 1976, Merle Heintzman
became the sole owner and
opened an antique store
"The Front Room". In
addition, she now operates a
successful Bed and
Breakfast in this historic
home.

Today the home sits on 20
acres of the original 200 acre
parcel.

15
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Two unusual round field stone
pillars are used in the
basement to support the
beams of the first floor.

Samuel and
Sarah

Ferguson

The shed to the left of the stone house, is where the family room (top photo) is now
located. The entranceway is now covered by a porch with the dormer and gothic window
located above.
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Upper, an interior picture of the family room of Merle Heintzman, located in the south section of the home.
Below, right, one of the deep windows in the main house, where Mrs. Heintzman now displays some of her “Front
Room” antiques.

Dormer windows are beautifully decorated with ornate
gingerbread barge board, framing an elegant gothic window.

A large six by six pane window, cut into the two foot thick
wall, provides plenty of light for the “Front Room’ antiques.
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Robert Dobson Residence
815 Scugog Line Nine 

Concession 9, Part Lot 9, Scugog Township

The 100 acre property on which this delightful stone house stands was purchased in 1845 by
Robert Dobson. His initial purchase was a 200-
acre parcel. Following the pattern of so many
early settlers, he immediately set about building

a simple log home to protect his growing family.  This was
built on the eastern half of his property. His wife Martha
(Dawson) gave birth to seven children in their simple
home. Meanwhile the Dobsons were busy clearing the
western half of their land in order to build more
substantial accommodation. By 1849 they had enough
money to build this impressive stone residence on the
western section. It was one of the earliest known stone
built homes in Reach Township.

The vernacular classic three bay design is built of solid
stone. The name of the stonemason has been lost in the
pages of history but his work follows the design and style
of the many stonemasons who built these homes in the
middle of the nineteenth century. Most had learned their
skills in Scotland and joined the massive immigration to
Upper Canada at that time.

In 1854 the two 100 acre parcels were separated and
Dobson kept the half with his new stone home.  The home

Robert and Martha Dobson are seen here in this
circa 1880 portrait of the couple.
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The livingroom and kitchen, below left, of the former Dobson home are much brighter and modern than they would have been
more than a century ago. Now the home of Doug and Saundra Moffatt, the beautifully decorated home is bright and inviting.

The Dobson home as it looked about 1980, when owned by
John and Adele Sebert.

A unique and unusual red brick arch, with keystone, highlights
the transom window over the front door.

 



was to remain in the Dobson name until 1971.  
Robert Dobson died in 1907 and passed the property

to his son Albert E. Dobson. Ultimately the last Dobson
to own the home and its 100 acres was Robert H.

Dobson who gained legal possession
in 1965. He sold it in 1971 to John

and Joan Underhill.
The Underhills sold

the historic property to John
and Adele Sebert. The
Seberts extensively restored
the home. Sebert was a
successful photographer who
established a production

house in Toronto, Boardwalk
Productions.
In the early years of the home

the upper floor of the west wing,
above the kitchen, had five foot ceilings

and provided living quarters for the hired help. The
Seberts had the roof of the west wing raised and a
gothic gable added. 

Glen Ward carried out the restoration of the
stonework and built the addition.  He also built the
handsome stone garage/studio adjacent to the house
which was built as a copy of the blacksmith shop in the
village of Tyrone. The studio’s windows originally
adorned Osgoode Hall in Toronto but were brought here when Osgoode was remodeled.  

In November 1990 the Seberts moved to Saltspring Island in B.C. and sold the property to Doug
and Saundra Moffatt. Doug, a former teacher, became mayor of Scugog in 1998, a position he held
until 2003. Doug’s wife Saundra Reiner-Moffatt, in addition to holding the position of Curator of the

Bata Museum in Toronto, is an accomplished and
nationally recognized potter.  By coincidence several
members of the Dobson family had held elected
office. Joshua Dobson was Reeve of Reach Township
in 1884, 1885 and 1887. John L. Dobson was Reeve
of Reach Township in 1915 and 1916.  Howard
Dobson was Reeve in 1952 and 1953.
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Robert
Dobson

The back of the house shows the replica addition and restoration
carried out by the Seberts when they owned the house. At left, the
landscaped back yard and swimming pool.

Studio window came from Osgoode Hall, Toronto.
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John Leask Residence
1715 Scugog Line 12

Concession 12, Lots 17, 18, Scugog Township

The earliest deeds for this property show that
Charles Thompson, who had claimed lots 17 and
18 in Concession 12 in 1832, sold this property in
February 1848, to Peter Leask.  Many pioneers

arrived in this area in the 1830s and 1840s,  mainly from
Scotland and the north of England.  Families such as the
Harts, from Yorkshire, and the Craggs from Lancashire
made the Greenbank area their new home.  The Leasks
from near Aberdeen, and the Blairs, also from Scotland
settled to the west of the settlement. 

Peter Leask, who had arrived in Canada with his seven
sons and three daughters in 1841, did not take up land in
Reach Township until 1846.  His wife died on January 1,
1847 leaving him to manage the large family and his
extensive land holdings in Brock and Reach Townships. He
returned to Scotland in 1860 to find a new bride.  He
married Margaret Ledingham.  

Due to the success of their father, Peter, the Leask boys
had a good start in life. Sons George and James took over
their father’s holdings in Scott Township and founded
Leaskdale.  Alexander took land in Brock Township near

John and Marion Leask outside their stone home
located on Concession 12, near Greenbank.



Wick.  When Alexander died in 1872, following his father’s example he had acquired 650 acres,
leaving his wife, three daughters and three sons in comfortable circumstances. Peter’s son William
inherited land in Darlington.  Sons Robert and John inherited Reach Twp. Concession 12, lots 17 and
18.

Peter Leask farmed lots 17 and 18 but did not build a home here.  This task was left to John and
Robert.  The boys did not take possession of their property until 1869 with Robert owning lot 17 and
John owning lot 18.  John and his wife Marion immediately set about having a stone home built on
their property.

It appears that Robert never
farmed his 100-acre parcel.  He
graduated in medicine from Trinity
College, Toronto in 1859.  He
furthered his studies in Edinburgh
and practiced medicine in London,
England for a short time before
setting out to travel around Europe.
While traveling he made the decision
to venture into the ministry.  He
returned to Canada and was ordained
as a Presbyterian minister in 1865
and took up his new calling in
Lucknow, Ontario.  He encouraged his
brother John to farm his Reach
Township property and eventually
sold it to him in 1887. 

John Leask, supported and
encouraged by his wife Marion, was a
highly successful farmer and
expanded his land holdings in Reach,
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The Peter Leask family about 1906. From left, Peter and Marion Leask with
their five year old daughter Margaret.

This aerial photograph was taken of the Leask property during the 1950s and shows three distinct sections of the house.

 



Brock and Scott Townships.  This enabled him to provide
a good start for his sons.  John and Marion’s daughter
Mary married Jim Blair when she was 25 and he was 31.
Blair was another highly successful farmer in the
Greenbank area.

John and Marion Leask and their youngest son Peter
continued to live on this farm until 1913 when the
property was handed over to Peter.  John and Marion, it
seems, could not accept being retired on their own
property so they moved to live with their daughter Mary
Blair at Belleview in Greenbank.  Marion died the same
year but John lived there until his death on March 12,
1917 at the age of 88. 

Peter and his wife Margaret Wright raised three
daughters in this home. With their daughters married and
no sons to carry on the responsibility of the farm, it was
sold to Jacob Rynard in 1939.  Peter Leask died a few
months later on March 21, 1940. Margaret lived only two
months longer and both are buried in the Greenbank
cemetery.

Jacob Rynard passed the house to his son John Milton
Rynard in October 1948. 

The home returned to the Leask family when Roy
Leask bought the homestead in 1966. Roy was the son of
William Leask, son of John Leask who had bought this

22

Historic Homes / Uxbridge-Scugog

The original fireplace is the centrepiece of the formal living room in the former John Leask home.

Rich wood floors are accented by white staircase.

 



property from his brother Robert in 1887.
Roy’s son John took over the ownership and continued to farm the land but severed the homestead

and 27 acres from the original property. The elegant stone house on its small acreage was sold to
Jean Dunlop in June 1966.  Twelve years later the property was sold to Gary and Helen Wilson.  The
Wilsons sold the home to Richard Forbes and Yvonne Pellarin in March 1999.  Richard and Yvonne
turned their historic farm home into a popular bed and breakfast enterprise named Dream Weaver. 

John and his wife Marion Leask had this home built well back from the road in 1869-1870 by the
Pearson brothers. (See 443 Reach Street, the Hart home).  The layout, dimensions and design of the
original Hart and Leask homes are identical.  Both homes utilize windows with six panes over six.
The use of 26" thick, 12" by 24" cut stone, the gothic window over the front entrance and the details
of the stonework over the gothic window are also identical.  Both homes use 48" stones over the
windows and both have chimneys above the end walls.  The major difference is that in the Hart
homestead the Pearsons used a distinctive "H" pattern in the stonework.  Here on the Leask house
the courses are cleanly cut and although uniform in height are without a clear horizontal pattern.  

The treatment of the eaves, the work of the carpenters not the stonemasons, is quite different.
Where the Leask home has distinctive brackets at the eaves, the Hart home has unadorned eaves
with returns at the corners.  The solid stone home has been well maintained throughout its history
and stands today as it did in 1870, a symbol to the detailed and accurate workmanship of the Pearson
brothers.  
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An interior view of the tastefully decorated living room as it looked in 2002.
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William Hart Stone House
443 Reach Street, R.R. 4 Uxbridge

Concession 8, Part Lot 3 - 128 acres

This sturdy stone home is one of three known to be built in the
1860s by the Pearson brothers. This particular example of the
Pearson’s work has a unique pattern in the stonework. The walls
are built of 26" thick stone.  The front face of the home has 48"

faced stones over the door and windows. The remainder of the front is built
using 12" by 24" cut stones interspersed
by 6" square stones leaving a pattern of
"H" between the larger stones. The "H" was
purposely used for the owners of this home,
the Hart family. The side walls are also built of
stone but they are not cut as finely as the front stones
and the "H" pattern has been largely ignored. All the windows are
six panes over six and the original pattern of gingerbread is still
preserved over the front gable and its gothic window.

William Hart and his wife Hannah emigrated from England in
1842. They arrived with daughters Ruth and Sarah and initially
settled in Whitby. By the time the Harts occupied this Reach
Township property in 1857, their family had expanded to include
seven more children. They immediately built a log home to the east
of the present home. 

The Hart family home as it looked in 1911 with members of the family sitting outside the house. William Hart, below, built this
sturdy stone house during the 1860s and family members have lived in it continuously for more than 140 years.

Above, a section of the stone house
which shows the distinctive ‘H’ pattern the
stone layers designed into the front wall.

William
Hart
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The Harts lived in the log abode for nearly twelve years before
building this splendid stone house.  According to family history, the
new home was built from stones cut from natural fieldstones found
in the adjacent area. 

The Hart’s daughter Sarah later married John Foster, first
cousin of Thomas Foster who became mayor of Toronto and was
responsible for the erection of the Foster Memorial north of
Uxbridge (see page 123). The Hart’s son George took over the
property and married
Priscilla Crosier in 1890.
George and Priscilla
farmed here until their
retirement in 1919.  Their
son Roy continued the
Hart’s legacy by farming
here.  He married Alene
Brooks and their son
Douglas still lives and
farms the Hart property
today.

The basic structure of
the original 1869 home is
still intact, with only a
front porch added to the
front entrance at a later date.

The William and Hannah Hart house is seen above as it looked during the spring of 2003. Little has changed to the original
structure  in the past 150 years, except for the addition of the front porch.

George Hart, son of William and Hannah, with
his wife Priscilla, taken about 1928.An 1885 picture of Hannah Hart, wife of

William Hart, on opposite page.
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Unusually large cut stones are used over the windows of this
home, as can be seen at left. The use of decorative gingerbread
or barge boards was not common on stone homes, but has been
retained for more than a century.

The south and west side of the Hart house, shows the return eaves, typical of that period.
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Joseph Reader Residence
2146 Highway 7A, Scugog Island
Concession 5, North Part Lot 22

The Reader property is unique among Scugog properties in that it has
remained in the family since it was first purchased over 150 years ago by
Joseph Reader. The elder Reader was born in Kent County, England in 1805,
and moved to Canada with his wife Rebekah (Wells) and 10 children in 1832. The

family, among the first settlers on Scugog Island, arrived here in 1843 and became the legal
owners of this 200-acre property in 1849.  Reader built a large stone house near the top of the ‘Island
Hill’. An article in the September 25, 1873 Ontario Observer described the house as a "handsome stone
residence situated on the rising ground overlooking the lake and in full view of Port Perry and the
surrounding country." The home still has the same vista overlooking Lake Scugog, but
is now occupied by his great, great grandson, James Nelson Reader.

Joseph Reader was an active and energetic pioneer of Scugog Island and was
elected twice to serve as Reeve of the young township, in 1865 and 1866. While
a member of Ontario County Council he held the post of Commissioner of the
Scugog Bridge for a number of years. As Commissioner he was responsible for
overseeing maintenance and repair to the floating wood bridge that linked
Scugog Island to Port Perry.

Mr. Reader was 91 years of age when he passed away in November 1896. His
wife predeceased him in 1895, so after his death the house and property was
transferred into the name of their son William.

William Reader took over ownership of his parents’ home in April 1897 where he
lived and farmed until he passed away. The estate of William Reader transferred the

Joseph
Reader

The Reader family ancestral stone house on Scugog Island in 2003.

William
Reader



old homestead to the next generation, John Reader. By this time the parcel of land had been reduced to
126 acres. In 1939 John Reader transferred 80 acres of his land, much of which ran south into the marsh
lands, to Cartwright Land and
Investments, a company operated by
the Osler family. 

The Oslers were part of a
consortium who purchased more than
2,000 acres of marsh land adjacent to
the Reader farm in 1890, and
continued to add acreage to their large
property by purchasing surrounding
farms and land as it became available.

In February 1944, more than 20
years after the property was taken
over by John, it changed hands once
again. Following his death, the estate
transferred ownership of the property
to Charles Reader. Charles owned the
property until July 1964 when James
Nelson Reader, the current owner,
took over custody of the old family
homestead.
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The addition to the original house was added later, but matches the style of stonework very closely.

These similar views of the Reader House shows the original wooden steps
leading to the front door have not been removed.
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Wm. McMillan Home
1545 Concession 12, Part Lot 16

A s with most rural properties, this Lot 16
Concession 12 property was originally a
200 acre parcel. It remained under the ownership of
Adam Rupert until it was sold to Archibald McMillan

and his wife Isabella in 1851. The McMillans built a log home on
the property.

When Archibald died in 1856 Isabella continued to live here
with two of her sons, James and William. Isabella died in 1874
and the property was divided equally between the two sons with
James owning the west half and William owning the eastern half.
They continued to live in the log home until the present stone
was completed in the 1870s. 

When William married, he and his wife Mary (Wallace)
moved to a brick house that they had built on their eastern
property. They raised six children in that home. James married
Anne Gibson. Eight children were born and raised in this
comfortable stone home. James died in 1915 aged 77 and William
died on January 8, 1918 at the age 73.

Front view of the McMillan/Hunter home as it looked during the fall of 2004.

George
McMillan

Gothic window featured in the front peak
of the Hunter home.



William and Mary’s oldest son George bought the eastern property from his
father in 1899 and the western property from his uncle James in 1910. George
married Mary Etta and together they raised ten children in the elegant stone
home. The farm was divided again so that their sons could remain in Reach
Township to farm. Their son Howard McMillan bought the eastern farm and
Armour bought the western half. 

In 1954, Howard sold his farm to Neil Hunter and in 1959 the farm was
once again joined when the stone home and its land was also

bought by Neil Hunter.  

Neil’s son Robert (Bob) bought the farm from his
father. Bob and his wife Linda lovingly restored the interior
of the home.  They removed all the paint in order to return the
pine floors, doors and stairs to their original luster. The windows
were updated to modern safety and insulation codes but
retained their original form of 9 panes over 9 on the main floor and 16 over
16 on the upper floor and the elegant gothic window over the entranceway. 

The solid stonework has required little work over the years and the mortar
retains its plaster of paris coating. The name of the original stonemason has

been lost but his craftsmanship survives in his distinctive use of larger stones
than are usually seen in Reach and Uxbridge Township stone homes of the period.

Today the Hunters farm their 184 acres and proudly maintain the history and traditions
of this fine heritage home.

30

Historic Homes / Uxbridge-Scugog

Armour
McMillan

Howard
McMillan

The neat stonework on the west side and front of the
house has raised white mortar giving the home a
classic, formal look. The second floor of the home features this attractive gothic window.
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The Hunter’s family room features the north wall of the stone house, and the original back door and latch (below).

At left, the
Hunter’s formal
living room.
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Robert H. Perry Residence 
55 Main Street, South, Uxbridge, Ont.

Block 63, Lot No. 10

The earliest recorded owner of the property, on which this unique stone house stands, was
Charles B. Flewell in 1884. Records show that Mr. Flewell transferred the property to
Martha Caster in 1889 and one year later Caroline C. Grose took over ownership and in
1891 Edwin S. Young purchased the property.

There are no records as to when the first building was
constructed on the property, but in 1904 G.H. Thompson
purchased the property and operated a blacksmith shop
from this location for a number of years. Mr. Thompson
sold the property in 1920 to Robert H. Perry and his wife
for $700 and the Perrys constructed the house which still
stands on the corner lot to this day.

Mr. Perry was manager of the Gold Metal Furniture
Company, which was located near the railway behind the
present day Co-op store at the corner of Brock and
Victoria Streets. The factory buildings were destroyed by
fire in 1944.

The field stone used for the house is said to have been
brought to Uxbridge by railway and then drawn by team
and wagon through town to the construction site. The
verandah was added at a later date with stones coming
from surrounding farms.

Mr. Perry supplied much of the lumber from his
A shamrock appears on the north side of the house
to signify Robert Perry’s Irish heritage.



33

Homes Built of Stone

factory and the interior is all trimmed in knot-free oak, including
doors, floors, staircase and sliding solid oak doors between the
living and dining room. Another interesting feature is a set of
French doors which have beveled glass panes. These doors swing as
well as slide.

Since the Perrys built the house it has had very few owners. The
Perrys only remained in the home a few years before selling it to
Gordon and Amanda McLean in 1923. It remained in the McLean
family until 1961 when the homes current owners, Val and Marilyn
Doak purchased it.

This house is unique in that it is the only fieldstone house built
within the town limits, and there have been few changes since it
was constructed. The original water tank in the attic, which was
filled by a pipe which ran along Main St. from the pond, is long
gone, but parts of the old system remain in the attic, and an old
cistern can still be found under a deck at the back of the house.

Most of the original features of the house still exist today, almost
a century after the house was built. Some of these included the
original door bell, some light fixtures, slate roof, stained glass
windows, and 2” thick oak front door.

Of special interest is a shamrock blended into the stone work on
the north side of the house by Mr. Perry, who was of Irish descent.
Another feature, although not as visible is the form of a man in the
stone, found between the bay window and the stain glass window.

The interior pictures on this page illustrate the abundance of beautiful, knot-free oak
trim, flooring and doors which can be found this near-century old home.
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Robert Munro Stone 
20200 Simcoe Street, Seagrave, Ont.

Concession 11, South Part Lot 22

The original patent for 200 acres containing this property was granted in 1812 to John
Haviland. In 1845 the north half was sold to William Munro and the southern half to his
brother Robert Munro. The two properties were again divided among other members of the
Munro family leaving a 75-acre parcel under the ownership of John Munro in the 1860s.

John Munro built this comfortable stone house at that time.
Munro’s 75 acres spanned both sides of Simcoe Street.  

The property remained in the Munro family until 1918
when James Munro sold it to Frank Watson for $8500.  Watson
sold it to Don Hunter in 1968. In 1973 Hunter sold the 13.8
acres east of Simcoe to Daniel and Doris Madsen.  He sold the
main 63 acre property to Ted and Kipp Wilson on July 2, 1974.
The Wilsons were teachers at Port Perry High School but were
also avid harness racing fans.  They created a track to train
horses and became noted throughout North America for their
success in breeding and training harness racing horses.  

The name of the stonemason who built this pleasant home
has been lost. In the construction, he used the broken ashlar
system of placing the stones. A yellow brick addition at the
rear was erected in the 1870s. In 1980 the Wilsons built a
sunroom at the rear.  They also added a front gable and a
covered and pillared entranceway.  Andrew Oxenham carried
out the stonework on the addition at the front.

This former outside wall of random stonework
is now an interior feature of the family room.

East facing facade. The gable and pillars were added to the old stone home in 1980.
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The Charles Gould home on at the north-west edge of the town of Uxbridge, circa 1990.

This portion of a
town survey shows
the barns, sheds
and residence of
the Charles Gould
family about 1885.
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Charles Gould Residence
13 Young Street, Uxbridge, Ontario

Concession 6, Part Lot 31

This majestic west-end Uxbridge home is one of the best in the
town, and was built during the mid-1880s. The home is typical of
Queen Anne Revival style homes of that era and features a steep,
hip roof, tall chimneys and an impressive tower. But the home

also incorporates the arched and round-headed windows and some of the
more decorative trim typical of the Victorian era.

The exterior was constructed mainly of yellow brick, similar to that of
Gould’s Institute (Uxbridge Library - see page 140) but in early pictures appears
to have featured decorative red brick bands around the structure. These brick bands
still exist, but mysteriously today they are entirely of yellow brick leading many to
believe the bricks may have originally been painted red to accent the yellow. 

The farm property was originally owned by Uxbridge entrepreneur Joseph Gould, but it was
inherited by his son Charles in 1886. Charles and his brother Harvey operated Gould Brothers Bank
on Brock St., as well as the Uxbridge Roller Mills and Gould Flour and Feed Store on Brock St.

In addition to his ambitious business career, Chas. Gould also took part in public life and was first
elected Reeve of Uxbridge Township in 1884. Two years later while serving in the same position he
was honoured by being elected Warden of Ontario County. Mr. Gould also showed a keen interest in
farming and agriculture and served as President of the North Ontario Agricultural Society and the
Uxbridge Agricultural Park Association.

Charles Gould family sold the farm in 1914, and only a few years later suffered a stroke. He passed
away on Dec. 18, 1922 after suffering from the effects of the stroke for about five years.

Since the Goulds sold their home, it has been owned by a number of families. These include John
an Jessie Munro (1914); Leslie Beare (1926); John Harris, Don McNaughton, Jim and Carol Young,
Ivan and Margo Gullickson and is currently under the care of Mark and Alexandra Fabbi, who
purchased the historic property in 2003.

The family of Charles and Annie Gould relax in the living room of their home circa 1895.

Charles
Gould
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The beautiful home of Charles Gould still stands as a monument to the Gould families importance in Uxbridge.

The front entrance and foyer leads to a beautiful
wooden staircase.
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The livingroom with its pine wood flooring, above, and below a section of the remodelled and modernized kitchen.
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Large windows provide plenty of light in the master bedroom, where the original marble fireplace still stands in the Gould home.

An oak staircase, right, leads to the bright upper landing on the second floor.
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Dr. J. Bascom Residence
38 Main St., South, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block 000, Part Lots 1,2

This home is one of the oldest and best preserved frame homes in
the town of Uxbridge. Built about 1863 by Dr. Joseph Bascom, the
house served as a residence and office for local physicians for more
than a century and (also see page 65) has been in the ownership of the

Mellow family for more than 95 years.
Dr. Bascom had the house built after he

graduated from medical school and came to
Uxbridge to practice. Originally the house
was one and a half storeys, with a gable
above the front door (see above). This house
was typical of the Classic Revival style of
houses built between 1830-1860, which
were often small, rectangular in shape and
featured medium-pitched gables roofs. The
Bascom house was quite plain with little of
the decorative trim common during this
time, although it did feature some detailing
around the front entrance, which featured
an upper porch.

Although there have been some
noticeable changes the exterior of the
original house looks very much today, as it

Dr. Joseph Bascom's home, 1863, before his office was added to the north of the building.
The house is located on the west side of Main St. south, Uxbridge, and still remains today.

Dr. Joseph Bascom's home, after renovations and the addition of an
office to the north of the building. He practiced from the office in his
home until moving to Toronto in 1912.

Dr. Joseph
Bascom
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did when built more than 140 years ago.
In addition to his love for medicine, Dr. Bascom was also active in the
community, being elected as the town’s first mayor in 1885, a position he
held for three terms. He also took a keen interest in education and served
more than 25 years on the education board of the
public school.

To address his growing practice, about 1880
the original house was renovated, adding a
second storey and a medical office on the north
side of the house. During this time his nephew,

Dr. Horace Bascom also practiced beside him,
and eventually took over when Dr. Bascom moved

to Toronto in 1892.
Dr. Horace continued to practice from the familiar

Main St. office for another 20 years before selling the home
and business to Dr. Frank A. Mellow, of Saintfield. Not long

after arriving in town, Dr. Mellow married his sweetheart Daisy (Carmichael)
and spent the rest of his life raising his family and practicing medicine. 

In addition to his dedication to medicine, Dr. Mellow was active in town affairs
throughout the 51 years of his residence in Uxbridge. He served on the Board of the
Uxbridge Public Library and the Public School; was a devoted church worker and was given the
honour of laying the corner stone of the United Church Educational Wing when it was opened in
1961.

Dr. Frank E. Mellow passed away in April 1963, leaving his wife and two children. The old
“Bascom Home” is still owned and maintained by members of the Mellow family to this day.

Dr. Frank
Mellow

Dr. Horace
Bascom

Dr. Frank E. Mellow took over the practice of Dr. J. Bascom in 1912 and continued to provide medical service to the community
from this house for more than 50 years. This picture of the historic home was taken in 1972. Above right, picture of Dr. F.A. Mellow
a couple of years before his death at age 89 in 1963.
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This 140 year old frame home is centrally located along Main St., and is still one of the most attractive homes in the area.

Many patients made their way to Dr. Mellow’s office through this
oak door, with stained glass window over his 50 years in practice.

One of the ornamental brackets holding up a small
roof over the front entrance into the doctor’s office.
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Despite the age of this house, the decorative gingerbread, barge boards and trim still make this house attractive.
There is no other home in Uxbridge with this elaborate trimming treatment.

 



Brownscombe Residence
30 Franklin Street, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Lot D, Block 66

This magnificent home, located in the heart of Uxbridge, was the residence
of a number of well-known businessmen during the 1890s and early 1900s.
The spacious 6,000 sq. ft. house was constructed of yellow brick, probably
purchased at the Uxbridge Brick Yard. It wasn’t until a number of years later the

large porch was added to the front and side of the home.
There have been conflicting stories as to the actual date of construction, ranging from 1884 to 1901,

but an article in the Uxbridge Journal, dated October 19, 1901 confirms that Mr. Charles W. Small was
building a large new house just south of, and adjacent to, the Uxbridge Piano and Organ

Company which he owned.

Early records show the property being sold by the Uxbridge Piano Co. to Mr.
Small in 1895, who then took out a $3,000 mortgage, presumably for the
construction of the home. It is believed that much of the interior woodwork,
including wainscotting, trim and flooring was obtained through the piano
company. In addition there are exquisite oak carvings on the two fireplaces and
the wide curving staircase leading to the second floor.

In 1905, Charles Small sold the home to his daughter Mary Lapp and her
husband for $2,650.00. The Lapps stayed for only two years before selling the

family home to J. Fletcher and Emma Eliza Brownscombe. The Brownscombes
owned a large general merchandise store at the northeast corner of Brock and
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The southwest side of the Brownscombe home taken in the early 1900s.

J. Fletcher
Brownscombe

Charles
Small



Spruce Street. During the
1890s, their business employed
about 40 clerks.

It was about 1908, during the
ownership by the
Brownscombes that the large,
wraparound corner verandah
was added. It featured a ‘Juliet’
balcony and dentil mouldings
under the massive pediment
entrance to the porch. The
origin of the name of
"Gleeholme" is unknown.

Except for about four years,
from 1913 to 1917 when the
house was owned by William
Bradshaw, the home remained
in the Brownscombe family
until late into the 20th century.
Following the death of Emma
Brownscombe, ownership was
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This 2004 view of the home was taken from the same angle as the older picture on the previous page. The ‘Juliet’ balcony can be
seen above the porch which features a round ‘gazebo’ style sitting area at the southwest end of the porch.

This view of the front of Gleeholme faces west towards Franklin Street.

 



transferred to her daughter
Dora, who in turn sold the
property to William and
Lisette Crowcroft for
$65,000 in 1979.

The Crowcrofts sold the
‘Gleeholme’ to Irene C.
Wigdor in 1981. Since then
the home has been owned
by Barry and Karen Farrell,
who sold the property last
year to Erik and Arlene
Hanson for more than
$750,000.

There have been many
changes to the house over
the past 100 years, but it
still retains its original
character. Today it features
six bedrooms, large living
and dining rooms, a modern
gourmet style kitchen with
pantry and mud room
exiting onto the verandah.
On the second floor the
master suite is comprised of
the main bedroom with an
ensuite bath, separate
sitting area. The third floor
features two bedrooms and
a ‘theatre room.’
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Ornate detail can be seen on the front of the fireplace
and the stair case in these two pictures. The wood
came from the Uxbridge Piano and Organ factory
located next door.

This massive ‘southern-style’ porch wraps around three sides of the house.



A.H. Badgerow Residence
35 Brock St. East, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block 55, Lot 78

This two-storey yellow brick house is well suited to its corner location as it provides two
equally interesting facades. Many details enliven this busy building; bay windows, round
topped windows, hipped roof on east and west gables, decorative wooden floor brackets and
string courses of brick. The interesting cobblestone porch is a reflection of the Arts and Crafts

Movement where “natural” forms and materials were stressed. The porch was likely added in the early
years of last century.

The earliest recorded owner of this property was Wm. T. Mason, who sold the property to A.H.
Badgerow in Feb. 1882. A few months later, the Uxbridge Journal reported that veterinarian A.H.
Badgerow had purchased the corner lot and was tearing down an old railway-house to build a new
home. The building referred to as a ‘railway-house’ was more likely the telegraph office which was
shown being located there during 1856, on John Plank’s registered plan of the town.

Ten months later, in May 1883 the paper reported the following: “Mr. Badgerow, veterinary surgeon
has completed his
handsome new house
and is devoting
attention to the
grounds, around
which he has erected a
substantial iron fence.
His place on Brock St.
is now an ornament to
the village and a
valuable property,
making a big
improvement in the
appearance of that end
of the street and we
hope besides
contribute beauty of
the village, his
enterprise will well
repay him, which we
can scarcely doubt, as
his practice in the
district keeps him
busy and is increasing
rapidly. He has an
assistant to help him
and requires four
horses for his
business.”

Mr. Badgerow had a
very successful
practice but in 1887,
after only seven years
in Uxbridge, he sold
his veterinary
business to Mr. M.W.
Plank, and the
residence to John R.
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This view of the former Badgerow residence shows the south and west sides, and a variety of
architecture used in its construction.



Dales and left town. Mr. Dales
held ownership of the property
until 1906, but throughout the
1890s the veterinary office on
the property was leased out to
other veterinarians, including
Dr. F.H. Star and Dr. W.A.
Sangster.

Dr. Walter Armstrong and his
wife Margaret, of Zephyr,
purchased the property from Mr.
Dales in 1906 and lived there
until 1927, when they sold it to
William F. Marquis. Mr. Marquis
was a real estate agent and
auctioneer in Uxbridge. The
house changed hands again in
1927 when it was sold to John S.
Wilson. In 1963 the estate of
John S. Wilson sold the property
to William S. Hogg and Enid
Wilson. 

The current owners,  Jim and
Lorraine Wood, purchased the
home in 1976 from Mrs. Wilson. 
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Front of the former Badgerow house, now owned by the Wood family.

This unique, large cobblestone porch was added to  the west
side of the home circa 1910.

This ornate plaster ceiling medallion is located in the centre
of the livingroom ceiling.



50

Historic Homes / Uxbridge-Scugog

This period light fixture hangs from the centre of a
decorative plaster ceiling medallion in the hallway.

Right: The family room features one of the three
marble fireplaces found in the former Badgerow
residenc.

The livingroom is located in the southwest side of the house and features a marble fireplace, flanked by two 18 pane windows.
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Edward Wheler Residence
41 First Avenue, Uxbridge, Ont.

Plan 83, Block 10, Lot 62

This quaint home was built in 1860 by Edward
Wheler, with lumber for its construction coming
from both his mill and that of his brother George.
Originally the house was located on a lot near the

northwest corner of Brock and Main Street, just west of the
present T.D. Bank. Ira G. Crosby bought the house in the
1860s and in 1871 moved it to this lot on Second Ave. which
he had purchased from Joseph E. Gould.

Mr. Crosby married Fanny Wheler, daughter of Edward
Wheler in 1860 and was a longtime businessman in
Uxbridge. He also served as treasurer of the town for many
years.  Ira Crosby next built a large yellow brick house on the
adjacent lot in 1873 (see page 60), but it appears this house remained in the Crosby family for more
than 70 years, changing hands between A.W. Crosby, Frank H. Crosby, Ira Howard Crosby, Minnie
Crosby and Rev. Ross Crosby before it was sold in 1940 to James W. Wilson.

Although fairly small, this 1 1/2 storey “Ontario Cottage” style home possesses many interesting
architectural features. The front gable has a ‘church style’ window. Each gable is accented by a finial
and decorative gingerbread bargeboards. The gingerbread runs along the eaves and into the gables
along the front and sides and remains in good condition. All the windows are surrounded by window
labels and the original six over six panes are still in the home.

At the rear of the house is a one-storey structure, added after the house was moved to its present
location. The verandah was also added later. The front  door is ‘Loyalist’ in style, featuring sidelights
and a transom. There have been a number of interior changes over the years, with some of the
doorways between rooms being blocked.

The current owner of this historic Uxbridge home is John Eltherington.



Samuel S. Sharpe Home
50 First Avenue, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block 1, Part Lot 3,4

This property was originally part of a larger parcel owned by Joseph
Gould when it was purchased in 1872 by local builder Emanual
Mauder. About five years after purchasing the lot, Mauder designed
and built the stately house, including a three-storey tower on the

north side of the house. This tower was later lowered by one floor, either
because of deterioration, or possibly from fire damage. Not long after it was
finished the house was referred to as the “Mauder Mansion.”

The stately home was constructed of yellow and pink bricks from the
Gould Brickyard which was located near Elgin Pond. Today the coloured brick
is covered with a coat of yellow paint, too fragile to be cleaned. Very ornate,
lace-like gingerbread is featured in the gables and the large verandah and
sunroom accent the home beautifully.

The Mauders lived here until 1881 when the property was sold to Mary A. Sharpe.
The home remained in the Sharpe family for more than 60 years before it was next sold.
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The Sharpe residence, located on First Avenue, when occupied by W.A. Mansfield in 1899.

Col.
Samuel
Sharp



Mrs. Sharpe rented the large house
out to W.A. Mansfield in April 1897
and he lived there for a number of
years. Mr. Mansfield was a local
businessman. Mrs. Sharpe passed
away later that year but the house
remained in the Sharpe family.

In 1907 the home’s most famous
owner, Samuel S. Sharpe purchased
the family home. Mr. Sharpe grew up
locally and began the practice of law in
his hometown as early as 1898. He
continued in his capacity as a lawyer
until his untimely death in 1918.
During this time he became heavily
involved in politics, and was elected to
three terms as a Member of
Parliament. On Dec. 2, 1911 he was
given the honour of laying the corner
stone for the new Uxbridge Post Office.

During WWI he organized the
116th Battalion from Ontario County
and led it overseas. In France the
116th Battalion made a name for
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These two views of the former Sharpe residence, taken from approximately
the same angle shows few changes over the past 100 years. The most
significant change is the shorter tower.

 



themselves and Col.
Sharpe was awarded the
Distinguished Service
Order (D.S.O.). He also
held O.B.E. (Order British
Empire). 

While in hospital in
Montreal after the war,
Col. Sharpe took his own
life, unable to face the
parents of the young men
killed in combat. The
funeral of Col. Sharpe,
M.P. took place on the
lawn of his home. A
processional made its way
along Brock and Toronto
Street to the Uxbridge
Cemetery, where he was
buried with full military
honours.

It was during the
Sharpe’s ownership, that

the conservatory and imposing Classical Revival verandah were added. The
top storey of the tower was either removed or destroyed by fire some time

after Mr. Sharpe’s death in May 1918.
Colonel Sharpe’s widow, Mabel, continued to live in the house for

many years, and in 1919 was elected as the first women councillor in
Uxbridge. Following her death in 1943, the estate sold the property to
Wesley Merrick. Mr. Merrick retained the property until his death
when his estate sold the house to Gerald and Caroline Collaran.

The Collarans lived in the home until after the death of Caroline in
1988. The estate of Caroline Collaran sold the house to Mason Acton.

Mr. Acton turned the property around one month later, selling to the
present owners, Robert Bishop and Jennifer Dunkin.
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Residence of Major S.S. Sharpe M.P. Uxbridge, Ont. about 1910. He was a Member of
Parliament, elected to the House of Commons three times beginning 1908, 1911, and in 1917.

This undated photo shows the house after the conservatory was built on the south side, and the tower was still intact.

Mabel
Sharpe
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Major Sam S. Sharpe M.P.
Uxbridge, Ont. on horseback
in front of the 116th Battalion
not long before heading off to
the First World War in 1914.

Right, the processional taking Col. S.S.
Sharpe’s flag draped coffin by horse-drawn
cart, along Toronto St., past the library towards
the Uxbridge Cemetery.

Residents from near and far bid farewell to
Col. S.S. Sharpe during a funeral held at
his Uxbridge home. Photo shows the large
crowd around the house during the funeral
in May 1918.

Col. Samuel
Sharp

 



Joseph E. Gould Residence
84 Second Avenue, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block 9, Part Lot 61

This house was built by local contractor Richard Mauder for Joseph E. and Elizabeth
Gould in 1875 on a large parcel of land in the northeast corner of Uxbridge. The original
property, described as Block 9, was the size of approximately eight town lots and the house
was built facing west towards First Avenue. Mr. Gould

was a farmer, and at one time owned a grain elevator.
When constructed the Gould farmhouse was a 1 1/2 storey

brick structure, although in recent years some of it has been
covered by siding, and the remainder painted blue. The house
features twin-peaked wings, which flank the the original front
entrance facing the west. The front door has sidelights and a
transom, which provides entry to the porch constructed between
the extended wings. The gables on this side of the house are
accented with intricate bargeboard, as is the smaller centre
dormer. The upper windows in each of the gables, feature
beautifully carved wooden awnings above and a small wooden
balcony underneath. Only one is still in its original condition.
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Joseph E.
Gould

Gable ends with arches and decorative trim.

Three ladies appear to be having a tea party on the front lawn of Joseph E. Gould's home
which was located on First Avenue when this circa 1895 picture was taken.



All of the windows in this house are square topped as these were
less expensive than curved or round topped windows. It appears that
Mr. Gould opted to spend more money on the intricate bargeboard, as
most of the prominent peaks on the house have decorative brackets and
carvings, which are believed to be unique to Uxbridge.

This house remained in the Gould family until 1910 when it was
purchased by Norman and Mary Beal for $2,000. Mary was the
daughter of Harvey Gould and grand daughter of Joseph Gould. Mr.

Beal, served as mayor of the town from
1910 to 1912, and operated a tannery
business on Main St. until it was
destroyed by fire in 1912.

The Beales owned the home until
1920 when they sold it to Franny
Abernathy for $4,500. Two years later
the home was purchased by James G.
Merrick and two years after that it
changed hands again, this time going
to Robert Palmer.

Over the next 20 years Mr. Palmer
severed a number of pieces off the
original parcel, but the home remained
in the Palmer family until sold by
Alma Palmer in 1978 to M.C. Stockton.

Mr. Stockton sold one year later to W. den Broeder and a year after
that it became the property of Gary Meehan-Campbell.

The current owners of the property, Donald and Alexandra Crocker
purchased the property in 1981 and continue to care for this historic
Uxbridge home. 
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Two westerly windows feature these
unique awnings with small balcony.

Smaller gables feature scrolled
decorative trim and bargeboard.

Most of the unique features of this home are still intact today, although the original brick has been painted a pale blue colour.

 



John P. Plank Residence
23 Main Street, South, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block 62, Part Lots 16, 17

This sturdy Victorian Gothic style house was the home of one of
the early founders of Uxbridge, John P. Plank, and it remained
in the Plank family for sixty years. Mr. Plank arrived from New
York in 1826 and near this site he built the first inn and tavern

in the town. Two years later he also built the first store in town and the
first sawmill at Elgin Pond. Mr. Plank also built a brick Inn just north of
the present Music Hall, which was the first brick building to be erected
in Uxbridge. 

J.P. Plank owned 200 acres of land, all east of Main Street, and in the
1850s he subdivided the property and began to sell lots. In the 1870's he
built a large hotel which was named ‘Plank House’ on the southwest
corner of Brock and Main Streets. This building was later destroyed by
fire. 

In June 1873 an entire block of buildings, bounded by Brock and
Marietta Streets, went up in flames. Mr. Plank's house, which was
described as “one of the finest in the village” was lost in this fire.

Following the fire, the present large, brick house was built looking
west towards Main Street. Although the architecture of the house is not
elaborate, the large Gothic style porch with walkout above, and detailed
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John P. Plank



gingerbread in the front gable, add a striking accent to the home. A small gothic
window, with shutters, is located directly under the peak. The front door to the

home features sidelights and a transom and this combination is repeated,
although on a smaller scale, on the second floor balcony.

John Plank died in 1876, and his wife died one
year later, but descendants of the family lived
including A.C.W. Plank and Charles Plank lived
there until 1934. Following his death the estate of
Charles Plank, sold the property to local

businessman Hartley Vyvyan in 1934. Mr. Vyvyan
only owned the home for two years before selling it in

1936 to Anson T. Button Jr. in 1936, who was a
grandson of the original owner, John P. Plank.

While in the ownership of Mr. Button, he divided the home
into apartments and rented rooms out to area residents. Mr. Button lived in the
house until his death in March 1969 at 96 years of age. It has since been owned
by the Blessman and Tiffin families, and is now owned by William Low. A large
addition has been added to the north side of the original building and the former
residence has been renovated to allow for the operation of Low and Low Funeral Chapel.
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Anson T.
Button, Jr.

Charles
Plank

The Plank home as it looked about 1972, just three years after the death of Mr. Anson Button

 



The Methodist Parsonage
40 Second Avenue, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block 10, Lot 68

The Trustees of the Methodist Church purchased the land for this home in 1878 from Joseph
Gould, and erected the house the same year. Rev. Peter Addison was the minister at this
time. Of the more unusual and unique features of this home are the six gothic-style windows,
one in each of the six peaks, around the entire building. A large verandah is found on the

west side of the house, which also serves as a second-floor balcony. A decorative wood railing extends
across the length of the balcony and there is a single door from which to enter.

This ornate brick home, with a floor plan of 40’ x 54’, is said to have been constructed on a verbal
contract for $2,500 by contractors J.S. Evans and T. Bustin for the Methodists. All the lower windows
are two on two panes and feature shutters, except for the two three-sided bay windows. Also very
unique to this house is a bay window on the west which features windows angled to help form a bay.

Although the Church retained ownership of the manse until the 1970s, the Trustees sold one lot
off the south of the property to Harold B. Warren in 1949 for $660. Finally, in 1972 the Trustees of
Trinity Congregation sold the entire property, including the house to Robert and Nordra Stephen. 

The home looks much today as it did a century ago, although the red brick has now been painted
yellow, the gingerbread is long gone and the porch has been altered so there is only a small balcony
on top. Many of the old shutters and all the rooftop finials have disappeared. The historic old manse
was then sold to Barry and Katherine Clulow in 1981 and again in 1993 to Beth Smart. The current
owners, Catherine and Francis Hill purchased the property in 2000.  
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This photo from Joseph Gould’s photo album shows the Methodist Parsonage in 1899.
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A post card view of the former United Church (Methodist) Parsonage as it looked circa 1910.

The main structure of the former Methodist Manse remains the same in 2004, as it did more than a century ago.

 



Ira Crosby Residence
49 First Avenue, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block 10, Part Lots 67 to 69

The lot on which this large
yellow brick house is located
was owned by Joseph Gould
until 1873 when it was

purchased by Ira G. Crosby. Mr. Crosby
was a local businessman and served as
Treasurer of the town of Uxbridge for
many years. In 1872 he erected a three-
storey brick building, with a mansard
roof, on the north side of Brock St.

After purchasing Mr. Gould’s parcel
of land, at the corner of First Avenue and
Dominion St. in 1873, Mr. Crosby had
this imposing yellow-brick house
constructed for his family. The yellow
brick for this home most likely came
from the Gould Brick Yard in Uxbridge.

This two-storey house features four
bedrooms, with the master bedroom
being more than 19’ x 14’ in size. On the
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Large maple trees provide shade and privacy for the old Crosby house, when owned by the Williamson family  in 2004.

The Crosby house about 1900 when owned by the Goodrich family.



main floor there is a dining room, large kitchen and family room. The exterior, while not
ornate compared to others built about this time, does feature intricate bargeboard

and gingerbread in the gable ends, and heavy decorative brackets.
Francis W. Crosby, a son of Mr.

Crosby sold the family home to
Harriett Goodrich in 1900 and
the Goodrich family lived there
until 1929 when it was
purchased by Charlotte Smith.

The Smiths lived in the home
until 1944 when it was purchased

by Major James Wood for $3,500.
Major Woods was instrumental in

securing a “Coat of Arms” for Uxbridge,
after urging council in 1955 to contact

the Heraldry offices in England to
begin the process. Major and
Mrs. Wood moved to the west
coast in Sept. 1955 and sold the
house to Duncan and Dorothy
McPherson.

Duncan McPherson was a
freelance illustrator for

Macleans magazine and other
publications when he arrived in

Uxbridge.  In 1958 he joined the
Toronto Star as editorial cartoonist
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This view of the house taken in the fall of 2004 is similar to the picture taken in 1899 (opposite page), although the bargeboard
and porch appear to have changed. The old photo, left, came from a photo album owned by the Joseph Gould family.

Duncan
McPherson

Major James
Wood

A section of the hallway, looking west towards the front
door, with the staircase at left.
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and was quickly
recognized as one
of Canada's best
c a r t o o n i s t s ,
w i n n i n g
numerous awards
throughout his
career.

In 1959 the
McPhersons moved
to Toronto and the
house was sold to local
businessman Alex
Williamson and his wife
Elma. Mr. Williamson operated a GM car
dealership at the corner of Brock and
Main Street, for many years before moving
and expanding the business south of
Uxbridge along Highway 47. The
Williamsons lived in the comfortable
home for the remainder of their lives. The

home was sold by the family in 2004 to the present
owners, Francis and Catherine Hill.

After purchasing the house, the Hills undertook
extensive renovations and repairs to the exterior and
interior this important century home.

Alex
Williamson

Large, heavy brackets and intricate bargeboard grace the gable ends on the north and west side of the former Crosby residence.

View of the west side of the home from Second Avenue in 2004.
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This quaint looking home located on Main Street was built during the mid-1870s.

Alonzo Williams Home
70 Main Street, Uxbridge, Ontario

Bascom Plan, Block 000, Part Lots 6, 7

The original owner of the parcel of land on which this house was
built was Dr. Joseph Bascom, who owned all of the land on the
west side of Main Street from Brock St. to Mill Street, before
dividing it into lots during the 1850s. Ownership of the property

was transferred to his daughter Mary in Sept. 1872 and it is believed that
the house was
built not long
after that.

Mary (Bascom) was married to Alonzo
D. Williams, a bookkeeper for storekeeper
A.T. Button. Mr. Williams became the first
clerk for the Village of Uxbridge in 1872
and held the position for 27 years before
dying in 1899. Alonzo Williams was the
grandson of Elias Williams, who in 1831
became the first white settler in what is
now Port Perry.

The Williams house has seen
considerable alterations over the years.
This small square brick house had a
narrow front porch which contained one

Dr. Joseph and his wife
Mary Bascom

This circa 1900 picture shows the home before the dormer and front
porch were enlarged.



66

Historic Homes / Uxbridge-Scugog

single door and
windows on three
sides. Above the
porch, a small
wood dormer
featured a
r e c t a n g u l a r
window and
s c r o l l e d
gingerbread. It
has been suggested
that the front part
was originally a wooden
farmhouse style that was
later bricked, although that
has not been substantiated.

Since that time, the house has
undergone a number of changes. The
roof-line has been lengthened, and a
room now runs along the length of
the roof, where there used to be a
small dormer. The back section of the
house, which extends down a slope
behind the house was a later
addition, as are the front porch and
enlarged dormer, with arched
windows.

This rather ‘cottage-like’ looking
home is actually very large inside,
and is a full three-storeys at the rear.
The kitchen is located on the lower
floor in what would have originally

been a summer kitchen. The house is
multi-levelled inside, due to the sloped lot
and has had at least two additions since
the original house was erected. It has
total of 11 rooms, including five
bedrooms, a large kitchen with walkout
to the back yard, and a cozy family room.

The property has changed hands
numerous times over the past century
with A.T. Button Jr., Albert and Mable
Miller, Harold Gordon, Viola Berry all
calling the attractive house, home. The
house is currently owned by Robert and
Brenda Mogk, who purchased the historic
home in 1977.

Built on a centre hall plan, the front hall is wide and welcoming. The single
front door is accented by sidelights and transom with leaded glass.

At left, the large upper dormer,
with round-topped windows
which was added many years
after the original home was built.

Alonzo
Williams
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Samuel Umphrey Residence
112 Brock Street East, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block 68, Lots 36, 37

Samuel and Elizabeth Umphrey built this Victorian Gothic house about 1875. The decorative
fretwork on the verandah and ornate bargeboard at the gable ends create an overall pleasing
impression. In Aug. 1878 F. Keller, owner of the Uxbridge Journal described the Umphrey
residence as being  “a very superior brick house.” He went on to write that anyone intending

to build, should go and study the plan
of this house.

Mr. Umphrey and his brother-in-
law R.P. Harman bought a planing
mill and sash/door factory on Bascom
Street during the early 1870s.

Mr. Umphrey had previously been
a merchant in Udora. He was a
director of the Uxbridge Cabinet
Organ Company when it was formed
in 1873 and was president and
manager of this company for several
years. The company was renamed
Uxbridge Piano and Organ Company Some of the most decorative fretwork in Uxbridge can be found on this home.
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in the late 1880s.

In 1884 the Umphreys sold the property to
John St. John and he made this their family
home almost 30 years before selling in 1912 to
Edmund Newton. 

More than 30 years passed before the
property changed hands once again. The
Newton family sold their home to Ethel
Campbell in 1945, and  only two years later it
changed hands again. This time the purchaser
was Wm. G. and M. Cassie, who purchased the
property from the Campbells for $4,500. 

In 1974 the estate of Wm. G. Cassie sold the
property to Howard S. Alstad. It changed hands
three more times between 1975 and 1977 when
it was purchased by the current owners, Mark
and Yunke Yamada.

This home features some of the most well preserved decorative
gingerbread and fretwork in the town.

Painting courtesy of Walter Campbell, Niagara on the Lake
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Joseph Gould Property
62 Mill Street, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block BBB, Lots 484 to 487

This was the first brick home to be built by Isaac Gould  and  it was occupied
by some branch of the family for more than 100 years. The bricks used in its
construction were made from clay found on the home farm just a little to the
northeast between the house and the pond.

The walls of this home, built in 1866, were constructed of 5 layers of brick, re-
inforced with 1/2” strap iron, making the window sills wide enough to
seat an adult easily. It was in this sunny east window that J.Walter
Gould (Mayor 1920-22) and known affectionately to many as 'Uncle
Walt' curled up as a small boy to be taught his ABC's by his Quaker
mother, Rebecca Chapman Gould.

At that time a plank sidewalk ran from the house to the foot
of Mill St. and a 6 ft. white picket fence lined the walk and
carriage driveway (see photo on next page). The old board
sidewalk was torn up in 1908 and replaced by a cement
walk. At the foot of the driveway, on Mill St., a huge block of
cement bore the inscription, "Gouldville 1908”.

Since Jos. Gould and later his son, Isaac J. built and
owned the electric light mill it is believed that this home
was the first in Uxbridge to have electric lights. A roofed
porch, 8 ft. wide ran around 3 sides of the house and was
covered on the west by a huge grapevine.

Portrait of Joseph and Mary Gould taken about 1840.

This modest frame house, left, was built by Joseph Gould in 1839  along
Mill Street in what was then  known as Gouldsville. The Gould children
were all born here and the house was later occupied by Isaac Gould.
Isaac Gould built the above home farther back on the property and moved
into this simple, but attractive brick home in 1866, and the old home was
finally torn down in 1917.
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In 1886 J. Walter brought his bride, Alice M. McGuire home to the house he
had lived in since the age of two. Mrs. Gould had a love of flowers and she
had a green thumb. She was instrumental in organizing the Horticulture
Society in Uxbridge.

Walter Gould and Alice had 6 children and their home was always open
to the young people of the town. There was a baseball diamond and a
cinder tennis court to be enjoyed. Until a few years ago, old-timers
recalled with nostalgia the dances and parties held at the Gould home. At
12 o'clock, "Aunt Allie" made her way to the piano and no one questioned
the message of "Good Night Ladies".

The south section of the home, a 1 1/2 storey structure, was added at a
later date and used as a kitchen.

The next Gould to take over the family home was W.C. Gould. He took over
ownership in Sept. 1956 and lived there for another 10 years.  The Joseph Gould home
was occupied by members of the Gould family until 1966, when W.C. Gould sold the
property to Mr. and Mrs. Robt. I. Fitzhenry, the current owners.

J. Walter
Gould

Lots 484 to 487 in Plan BBB of this 1877 map shows Gouldsville, where Joseph Gould built the town’s first brick home.

This circa 1875 photo shows the plank sidewalk and white picket fence leading to the Jospeh Gould home in Gouldsville.
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George Long Residence
37 First Avenue, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block 55, Lot A

George Long, a local builder and mason, purchased the lot on which this house is located in
March 1885 from Alonzo C.W. Plank, and immediately began construction of a new home.
Mr. Long and his wife Mary moved into the house about six months later, but only
remained four years before selling to Sarah Brown.

This attractive yellow-brick residence faces
west on Second Avenue and features heavy
bargeboard in the front and west gables. Smaller
gables on both sides of the house also feature
similar bargeboard patterns.

The L-shaped house has a small verandah off
the front with an upper and lower deck, and a
second verandah running the full length of the
south side, featuring fretwork on the lower side of
the porch. Both of the verandahs have small doors
under the gables to allow entry onto the upper
verandahs.

The house has been owned by a number of
families since the Longs. Mary Munro purchased
it in 1891 and lived there until selling it again in
1912 to Joseph Littlejohn for $2,500. George
Weldon purchased it in 1921 and in 1958 James
and Jean Keating took over ownership.

This home is now owned by Deb Lunney.
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Albert S. Hardy Residence
30 Franklin Street, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block 64, Lot M

This home, owned by Albert S. Hardy during the 1880s, is one of the most unique in
Uxbridge, being the only house built in the Second Empire or Mansard style. The exact
date of its construction is unknown, but it is typical of houses built in the mid-1870s. The
house features a straight-sided mansard roof, punctuated by two hooded dormers with

enriched surrounds. Similar to the Italianate style, the cornice is embellished with scrolled brackets
and a plain frieze. Another unusual feature is the indented double entrys, with rounded transoms,
and the raised brick quoins, which were unusual on residental homes.

Records do not indicate when Mr. Hardy actually purchased the property, but his family first
shows up in Uxbridge census records in 1881. Mr. Hardy worked for the Uxbridge Piano and Organ
Company as a piano tuner, and in 1890 served as a Commissioner of Crown Lands. He and his wife
Emiline were both 45 years of age, when they sold the house in 1886, although he continued to work
at the Uxbridge Piano Co. for a number of years after.

John A. Hall was the next owner of the house and he lived here for almost 20 years before selling
it in 1905 to Alexander and Rebecca Jamieson. Mr. Jamieson passed away in 1927, but his wife lived
there until 1944 when she sold it to Margaret Rosebrugh. Next to own the house was Melvin A. Paul.
He purchased the house in 1953 and it remained in the Paul family until sold by his estate in 1987.
The current owner of this unique home is Janet Lee Weldon.
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Samuel Todd Residence
33 First Avenue, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block 55, Part Lot 1

Earliest registry records show this property being owned by local
contractor George Long, who built his own residence across the
street from this property. Mr. Long owned a number of lots along First
Avenue at this time and it is presumed that he also built this house

before selling it in 1885 to
Samuel B. Todd.

This attractive two-
storey house was built of
the same yellow brick
used on many other
homes along the street
about this time. Windows
feature two over two
panes with shutters, and
smaller stained glass
windows on both the
lower and upper floor
levels. The original porch
featured decorative
railing and frieze
supported by balustrades.

Front and side gable
ends feature unique
bargeboard and ginger-
bread treatment. Along Samuel Todd and his family outside their First Avenue home about 1899.

The former Samuel B. Todd home as it looks today (above) and as it looked 
almost 100 years ago (below).

Samuel
Todd



the peak of the roof, running south to north, was
a decorative iron cresting.

Samuel Todd and his family moved into this
home about two years after arriving in town
from Goodwood. He purchased the Conboy
Carriage Works in 1883 and operated it
successfully for many years, making wagons,
cutters and sleighs.

The Todd family owned the home until 1906
when James Brethour purchased the property. It
remained in the Brethour family for half a
century before it was sold by his estate to Lloyd
and Ruth Graham in 1956. The Grahams owned
the property until 1963. 

The current owner of this property is Ilene
Winnington-Ball.
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The decorative trim and gingerbread around the porch is some
of the most intricate in town, but were added years after the

house was constructed about 1885.

 



75

Uxbridge Townshp  Homes

George Wheler Residence
35 Toronto St., North, Uxbridge, Ontario

Plan 83, Block CC, Part Lot 227

One of the largest and most impressive homes in the town of
Uxbridge during the 1870s, was the residence of George Wheler,
located on the east side of Toronto St., just north of Brock St. In fact,
in June 1878 Francis Keller, publisher of the Uxbridge Journal,

described the home as “the most commanding private residence in Uxbridge.” 
In 1856 Joseph Gould sold off a large parcel of land known as Block CC to Edmund Wheler. The

parcel stretched along Toronto St. north from Brock St. to King St. and over the next few years, Mr.
Wheler built a new saw mill, and a grist mill and a
storehouse. He also sold off a number of parcels over a 20
years span, including one to his son George in 1865.

George Wheler hired W.H. Bustin, a local builder to
design a new home, and by the summer of 1878 it was
completed. The large home was built of the popular
yellow brick manufactured at the Gould Brickyards and
displayed many of the Victorian features common to
homes built at this time, including  bargeboard, brackets,
finials and gingerbread. Mr. Wheler had taken out a
$12,000 mortgage to build the home.

Mr. Wheler was one of the town’s leading
businessmen and political leaders for more than 30 years.
During the 1870s and 1880s. He served two terms as
Reeve of Uxbridge Township, before Uxbridge was

This 1959 picture shows the Wheler residence before
any other buildings were built along Toronto St, north.
The home is now partially hidden from view.

George 
Wheler

The once magnificent estate home of George Wheler is now divided into apartments.



created, and held the prestigious office of Warden of Ontario County in 1871. He was also elected as
Reeve of Uxbridge Village on three occasions and served as the Member of Parliament for North
Ontario. 

In 1885, after retiring from politics, Mr. Wheler received a lucrative appointment from the Ontario
Government and left town. All of his holdings, including his house were sold. 

Over the past 120 years there have been numerous owners of this large property. Some of the better
known owners include Dr. Horace Bascom, B.G. McGillivrary and Alexander Graham. The historic

estate property was later divided into apartments, and
now more than 125 years later is now owned by Torrence
Properties who rents it to a number of tenants.

76

Historic Homes / Uxbridge-Scugog

Decorative bargeboard, brackets and support columns set this house
as one of the best of its day. Expensive round topped windows also
indicate it was one of the elite homes of Uxbridge at this time.
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Joseph Bigelow Residence
178 Cochrane Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 2, Lots 98, 99, 100, and Lots 128, 129, 130

The Bigelow house remains as one of the finest and best preserved
examples of domestic Italianate architecture in Ontario. Its grandeur
and elegance reflect the pride and achievements of its first owners,
Joseph and Elizabeth (Paxton) Bigelow. Joseph Bigelow arrived in this

settlement on the south-west corner of Lake Scugog in 1851. The community was in the process of
changing its name from Scugog Village to Port Perry in honour of the death, the same year, of its
developer and promoter, Peter Perry.  Hiram Bigelow was the owner of the dam and feed mill at

Lindsay. He bought lot 6 on Queen Street in Scugog Village as an investment for his
twin sons Joseph and Joel. The young men took possession of the property and

built a general store and opened the community’s first post office while living at
the back of the store. They bought the adjoining lot 5 and began to build a more
substantial home. This home was later moved to Perry Street and exists today
as number 100 Perry Street. In 1854, Joel decided to venture on his own and
moved to Whitby where he built a store at 106 Dundas Street. He moved to
Milwaukee in 1864 and later to Chicago where he established the successful
Bigelow Tea Company.  

Joseph Bigelow was involved in a number of enterprises. Thomas
Paxton had built a lumber mill on the waterfront where the new library is

located. Bigelow joined him in this enterprise and married William Paxton’s
only daughter Elizabeth in 1854. William was a brother of Thomas. Joseph

opened the community’s first bank in 1867 and became its manager and, at the
same time became involved in the building of the Port Whitby and Port Perry Railway
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Former home of Joseph and Elizabeth Bigelow, taken during winter of 2002.

Elizabeth
Bigelow
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At right, a  picture of the
living room home of the
former Bigelow home
from 1980 when owned
by William Carnegie.
Above, the same room
as it looks 25 years later.
This historic home is now
owned by Dr. Martin
Stewart and his wife
Adrianne.

 



and became its director. 
In 1868 Bigelow built a three-storey brick building

which became known as the Bigelow Arcade. He sold
this building to Jonathon Blong of Toronto in 1878
and it was destroyed by fire in 1883. The Bigelow
family had their splendid Cochrane St. home built in
1876-77. The Bigelows moved into their elegant new
home and raised their family while entertaining in a
comfortable style.  The details of it’s construction and
the history of Joseph Bigelow are covered in full
detail in Historic Homes and Estates, pages 19-22.

The stately home remained in the Bigelow family
until it was sold by his grandson William Carnegie in
1980. Mr. Carnegie attempted to sell the house and
original Bigelow furnishings intact. Unfortunately
this did not materialize and the contents were sold
by auction.

There have been several owners of this home since
the Carnegies. The present owners are Dr. and Mrs.
Martin Stewart, who purchased it in 2002.
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Top, an ornate plaster ceiling moulding with the orignial light
fixtures still hangs in the dining room. Another of the original
plaster mouldings in the living room, above, originally had
the same light fixture hanging from it.

Right, one of the two fireplaces installed on the main floor
after the house was sold by William Carnegie in 1980.
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The dining room of the old Bigelow house has changed dramatically over the past quarter century. Below, the room as it looked 
in 1980 before the original furnishings were sold by auction, and above, as the room looks in May 2005. It is said that Joseph
Bigelow’s wife, Elizabeth, did not like the soot and smoke produced by the fireplaces, so she had them all bricked up. Later owners
have opened them, as can be seen in the above picture.
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The front entrance of the former Bigelow house features
two sets of heavy, double-hung doors with leaded glass.
The original pine floors have been carefully restored to
their original brilliance. At right is the grand staircase which
leads to the second floor.

 



Jackson Residence
234 Mary Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan H-50020 Lot 77, 78

This property was owned by Elias Williams, Peter Perry, and then
registered in the name of Henry B. Taylor during the early 1870s. Taylor
sold the land to Charles A. Sexton in 1877. In early 1880, Sexton began
construction of this home. The house was constructed primarily of red brick,

accented with the popular yellow brick corner quoining and accenting around windows
and doors. The dimensions of the house were 37 feet facing onto Mary St. and 27 feet deep.

The ground floor windows on the north side have been relocated but the outline of the original
windows can still be seen in the mortar of the bricks. On the second floor there was also a door leading
to a small balcony over the front door, and on the lower level, a door opened onto the veranda on the east
side. Both of these doors were bricked in during alterations many years ago.

This house has a centre hall
plan with a large formal living
room 13.5 ’x 25’ to the right side
of the hall and combination
sitting room/dining room of
equal size to the left.

Robert D. Robbins was the
next owner, purchasing the
property in 1887. Robbins sold it
in 1895 to William M. Jones, who
owned and operated a grocery
and produce store in the town.
Mr. Jones operated stores in Port
Perry for 27 years, at first in
partnership with his brother
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William
Jones

The east side and entrance to the stately old Jackson residence.

 



Charles, and later by
himself.  Charles and
William were brothers of the
doctors, Richard and George
who had their practices in
Port Perry. 

William  Jones took out a
$4,600 mortgage shortly
after purchasing this house
and built a matching 18’ x
24’ red brick addition to the
south of the existing
structure and also added a
summer kitchen. When
completed, Mr. Jones hired
Ed Wilson to decorate and

paint the interior, as is noted on one of the walls in the upstairs hall, where he scrawled in pencil on the
wall "papering done by Ed Wilson, October 22, 1895."

In June 1898 Wm. Jones sold his Mary St. home to his younger brother Charles and moved west to
take up farming near Roland, Manitoba. Charles W. Jones held onto the property for less than a year
before transferring the ownership to Robert Bruce and his wife Alice. Robert was the son of Stewart
Bruce (see page 80).

Robert Bruce operated a general hardware business, first beside the Sebert House hotel, and later
erected a two storey building on the north side of Queen St. just west of the Bank of Commerce building.
He operated the store until 1906 when he sold
the thriving business to the Carnegie family.

Mr. Bruce served on the town council for
two years and was a member of the board
when the municipal Water and Light Systems
were inaugurated. The Bruces owned and
lived in the attractive home on Mary St. until
November 1912, at which time they sold it to
James Carnegie. 

Mr. Carnegie was involved in the flouring
and planing mills in Port Perry for more than
twenty years.  He also took an active part in
public life, serving for many years on the
village council, three of which he held the
position of Reeve. In 1899, he was elected
Warden of Ontario and in 1907 was an M.P.P.
for the Liberals of South Ontario.

Mr. Carnegie had bought the home for
$2,250.00 but sold it a few days later to
George and Zula Jackson for $2,750, a quick
profit of $500. The following year Mr.
Carnegie purchased the property just west of
the lawn bowling green on Queen Street to
build his new brick home, which is today
known as Jester’s Court 

George Jackson and his wife Zula Mae
moved to Port Perry from Scugog Island in
1910, first settling at 349 Queen St., then
moving to 355 Queen Street before purchasing
this residence at 234 Mary St.
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Hallway leading to the double front door on main floor.

This sign, dated 1871, was found in the carriage house on the property. It advertises E.H.
Wells Harness and Saddlery as being located next to Thompson’s Hotel, Port Perry.

 



Mr. Jackson had a farm implement business on Water Street and was also a
respected auctioneer. He served on the village council for a number of years, was
chairman of the building committee for a new Port Perry arena, and was given the
honour of officially opening it in January 1922.

Following his death in 1931, his wife and family continued to live here until
her death in 1964, at which time it was purchased by their son Dr. George
(Harold) Jackson and his wife Genevieve. Following the death of Dr. Jackson,
Genevieve lived in the home until 1991. Mrs. Jackson sold the house in October
that year to Richard and Mary Henry.

The Henry’s tastefully decorated their new home with antiques and furnishings
of late 1800s and early 1900s. Many of the original old light fixtures have been
refurbished and the house has been renovated and restored to its original beauty.  The
original 10" baseboards are still in place along with the matching casings around the doorway. 

The lower floor consists of a large centre hall which is seven feet wide and 25 feet long, with
a staircase leading to the upper floor. There is a sitting room and a formal living room, both 13.5’ x 15’
in size, a dining room 13.5’ x 10’, a kitchen eating area 13’ x 18’, a small working kitchen 13’ x 8’, and an
old summer kitchen which has been converted into a family room which is 10.5’ x 18’.

On the upper floor a 13.5’ x 25’ master bedroom stretches along the east side of the house, and two
smaller bedrooms and a washroom are on the west side.

The Henry’s live this attractive home for 14 years before selling it in July 2005 to Mark Ockwell and
Vivienne Richards.
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A large window with arched stained glass allows plenty of light into the attractive living and dining rooms.

George 
Jackson
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The Campbell Home
56 Perry Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan H-50020 Lot 190

This imposing yellow brick home was built in 1876 by
Mary and H.S. Campbell and sold three years later
to Charles Marsh, who was a former reeve of Reach
Twp. When this comfortable Gothic style home was

built it would have had a panoramic view across Lake Scugog
to Scugog Island. It has a high-pitched gabled roof allowing a
gothic framed window on the east side overlooking the lake.
Originally the wood enclosed bay entrance structure had a
further doorway on the north. Both doors opened onto small verandahs along the east side.

The house changed hands a number of times over the past century, and was purchased by Gerald
and Dorothy Nelson in 1947. They lived in the home for more than 20 years before selling it  in 1989
to author William H. Graham. Mr. Graham wrote and published Greenbank - Country Matters in 19th
Century Ontario. Christina Harvey purchased the home in 1996 and sold it six years later to Ms. S.

Cummings and Mr. D. Fitzgerald.
The house has been extensively renovated

by the present owners, including reconstruction
of the original porch and additions of
verandahs. These varandahs on the south and
east side add an elegance to the already
impressive structure.  The new owners also
constructed and addition on the west side, all to
accommodate a day, health spa business called
Lakewinds.

A more detailed early history of this yellow
brick home is covered in the first volume of
Historic Homes and Estates on page 59.

House after extensive renovations including reconstruction of porch in 2003.

Campbell house without porch in 2001.

Campbell house with new porch which was added in 2003.



Madison Williams Residence
180 Bigelow Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 2, Lot 46

This attractive red-brick home, located in the heart of Port Perry, was built on a parcel of
land originally owned by the  town’s leading citizen, Joseph Bigelow. Mr. Bigelow, along
with his business partners Charles Paxton and William M. Cochrane owned about 50 acres
of land bounded by Lilla (Simcoe), Rosa, Queen and Paxton Streets in 1866 and

immediately began selling lots
to willing purchasers.

Mary Clemence purchased
this picturesque lot, located at
the corner of MacDonald and
Bigelow Streets in 1869.
During the Clemence
ownership they built the house
that presently sits on this
property, probably in the late
nineteenth century.

The original house has
undergone a number of
renovations over the past
century, but care has been
taken to maintained its charm
and character. The main floor
features a large formal ‘grand
room’ with fireplace and a
spacious dining room with
beamed ceilings and French
doors.  All the windows on the
main floor feature leaded glass.  

In 1906, more than 35 years

after purchasing the property, Mary
Clemence sold the property to Henry and
Harriett Doubt for the princely sum of
$5,000. Henry Doubt was an
accomplished tailor who owned a
business in downtown Port Perry until
1925 when he retired and moved to
Oshawa. He ran successfully for council
in the early 1900s.

The Doubt’s son Arthur became part
owner in the property with his father
Henry and the two men sold the property in
Feb. 1918 to William W. Linke for $3,500. Mr.
Linke transferred ownership the very same day to
Joseph Charlton Bell.

Mr. Bell passed away in 1924, and on May 22 that year his
estate disposed of the property to Madison Williams for
$4,500.

Mr. Williams is perhaps the most noted of the owners of
the magnificent home and is best known for his time
operating the Williams Foundry. The buildings and yard
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This attractive home sits at the corner of Bigelow and Paxton Streets.

Madison
Williams

Front entrance and foyer.

 



occupied an area of six acres,
with the business office on
Perry St. The work area
included a machine shop,
foundry, pattern room,
blacksmith shop and electric
light plant. It’s main products
were turbine water wheels
and saw mill machinery.
Through his products, the
name of Port Perry became
known from one end of the
country to the other for his
fine machines.

Mr. Williams also served a
number of terms on the
Village of Port Perry Council.

The estate of Madison
Williams sold the house and
property on Aug. 21, 1946 to
the home’s namesake, Ernest
and Caroline Hayes for
$6,500. Ernest Hayes served as treasurer of the local Businessmen’s Association for a time and was
appointed provisional president of the newly formed Lions Club of Port Perry when it was formed in
1937.

In March 1945 Mr. Hayes luckily escaped being killed when four men accosted him at the Bank of
Commerce, where he served as manager. The thieves made off with their loot after locking Mr. Hayes
in the vault. He retired later that year after 15 years with the bank.

After retiring, Mr. Hayes entered into public life, serving as a councillor until he was elected Reeve
in 1948, a post he held for five consecutive years.

The Hayes family occupied their comfortable Bigelow St. home for more than 40 years. Following
the death of Mrs. Hayes in 1989, the property once again changed hands. The Hayes estate sold the
property to George and Patricia Stott for $240,000 on Oct. 11, 1989.

The Stott’s research
shows there were at
least three renovations
to the house. These
included the addition of
a back kitchen, then a
garage behind the
kitchen, and finally the
garage was moved
further back and a foyer
and sunroom were
added where the porch
originally was located. 

The current owners
of this attractive red
brick home are James O.
Kokkinen and Donna M.
Barrow, who put the
home on the market in
the spring of 2004 for
$375,000.
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The large living room of the Williams house 2003.

The grand room features original wood floors.
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Thomas Shaw Homestead
20401 Simcoe St., Port Perry, Ontario

Part Lot 23, 24,  Conc. 11 south

Thomas Shaw and his wife Charlotte emigrated to Canada from Ireland during the massive
exodus of the 1830s. They ultimately made their way up the Nonquon Road to this location
just two miles south of the Nonquon River crossing.  The establishment of homes along the
Nonquon Road north of Borelia and what is now Port Perry followed the founding of

taverns. Solomon Orser had made his way to the eighth concession where he opened a tavern in 1831.
James Moon who opened a tavern on the next concession followed him later the same year. Charles
Black then opened a tavern on the north side of the Nonquon River. Within two years a number of
settlers had made their way along the road including the Shaws.

The Shaws initially built a log cabin on the 200-acre property and 1863 built the present home,
which has two full storeys and a low-pitched roof with end chimneys. Originally an elaborately
trellised verandah enhanced the entire front of the home. The square headed front doorway has
sidelights and a transom typical of the Classical Revival homes of the
era, enhancing the symmetrical three bay design.  

The most distinguishing feature of the home is the original
belvedere on top of the house. It reaches just a single pane above the
roof of the main house. When standing inside the belvedere, the
visitor can look straight outside as the windows are at eye level. The
windows allow a view in all directions. The home is undoubtedly
among the most elegant homes built north of Port Perry.

The main road cuts across the northwestern section of the
property at an angle, dividing the original property. The Shaws gave
the severed northwest property to the church. In 1860 a simple
Wesleyan Episcopal Church was built here with an adjoining
cemetery on the south side. 

Many years ago the church was torn down and several of the
graves in the cemetery were relocated when Simcoe Street was
widened. Some of the headstones are mounted on the cairn that
marks the site today across the road from the Shaw homestead.
Dominant among the headstones are those of Thomas and Charlotte
Shaw and several of their children. 

The home is currently owned by Stephen Siomra (in trust).

1877 map shows the Shaw property
on Simcoe St. south of Seagrave.
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John H. Brown Residence
404 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 22, Lot 21, Part Lot 19 

This home, built during the 1870’s, on the south-east corner Ella and Queen Streets is another
outstanding example of the community’s many Victorian Italianate homes. It has been
carefully restored, and maintains almost all of its original architectural features; the front
door tower, the elaborate wrought iron work, the yellow brick, and the window, roof and eave

details. The original verandah was enclosed to a distance of eight feet beyond the entrance. Today the
verandah is completely open and has been extended to include a circular east section. 

The property was sold from the Crandell estate in 1873 to John Adams, a well respected money lender
and financial expert in Port Perry.   Adams kept it for less than a year before disposing of it in September
1874 to Manchester businessman John H. Brown. 

Mr. Brown contracted his neighbour, Mark Currie, to build his new home on this property and Currie
began construction of this elegant residence for Mr. Brown in 1878 for a cost of $1400. The Brown family
lived there until 1910, before selling the stately home to Stewart Bruce, a Cartwright farmer. Stewart
and his wife Isabella raised five children and moved to Port Perry so their children could receive a better
education at the local high school. Stewart Bruce was 73 when the family purchased the former Brown
home, but unfortunately only lived here for two years before passing away. His funeral service was
conducted from this family residence.

Following the death of Stewart Bruce in 1912, the family sold the house to George Stone, a Port
Perry High School teacher.  Mr. Stone lived in the home for 38 years, until his death in 1950. The home
was next sold to Helen J. Brigham who made it her residence until her death in 1967, and once again it
changed hands, this time going to Elizabeth F. Davis. Mrs. Davis had a relatively short stay in the old
‘Brown’ residence, selling to Donald and Marianne Stronach in June 1971.

The current owners of the century old home are Eric and Susan Farncombe, who purchased it in
1977 having done extensive renovations and remodeling of the home. 
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William Walker Residence
151 Cochrane Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 2, Lot 68

This is another of the Bigelow, Paxton, Cochrance properties which
were sold during the 1860s/1870s. This parcel of land, located on the
east side of Cochrane St, near the corner of Queen St., is irregular in
size compared with other lots along the street.

It’s first owner after Joseph Bigelow was William Walker, who purchased the land in October 1870.
It’s believed Mr. Walker built the present day house before selling the property to his son Edward

A.Walker in 1882.
As can be seen from the above

photograph, the original home featured a
“summer kitchen” to the north of the
main structure. This style of house was
often referred to as “Picturesque Revival”,
an architectural style which was popular
from about 1850-1875.

The Walker house features steeply
pitched gables, wood siding, bargeboards,
pointed arch windows and lacy trim on
the eaves.

Edward only remained in the home for
about seven years, before selling it for
$850 to Mary Scott in 1899.

Mary died while owner of the home,
and her estate sold the property in 1917
to Thos. W. Follick and his wife Emma for
$1,600. Mr. Follick was the principal of

William
Walker

This winter photo of the Walker residence was taken circa 1900.

The summer kitchen is gone in this 2004 picture.
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Port Perry High School from 1912 until 1926. Mr. Follick died in a tragic house fire while visiting his
sister in Niagara Falls in 1929 and his wife sold the home two years later to Mary Ellen Spencer for
$3,750. Mrs. Spencer owned the home for more than two decades, before her untimely death. Her
estate disposed of the home in Dec. 1953 with the next owner being Hilda Kate Long. Other owners
of the house included Edward and Isabella Thompson, Donald and Grace Thompson, Mary Irvine,
Raymond and Sheila Prachun and Rodney V. Lee.

It was Mr. Lee who sold the home to its present owners, Herbert and Judith Luke, in Nov. 1977.
This home has been very well preserved. The old ‘summer kitchen’ was removed but the integrity

of the home has been maintained, including the decorative gingerbread around the gable end. A
porch has been added to the main entrance.

This house, like so many rural
properties during this period, was part
of a much larger 200 acre parcel prior
to the house being erected. William

Hayes purchased the land in November 1874
from John Jurry, but before him owners of this
parcel and other parts of the larger property
included the some of the areas early pioneers
and leading businessmen. Among these were
Thomas Courtice, Thomas C. Forman and
Abram Farewell.

Five years after purchasing the property, Mr.
Hayes began erecting his new home and by the
fall of 1879 the Ontario Observer newspaper
wrote that he was among a number of area
residents rushing to finish the exterior of the
their homes prior to the winter.

Mr. Hayes built a home that was in keeping

with the homes of the more wealthy and
successful. An article appeared in the local
newspaper in May 1882 referred to the home as
"Mr. Haye’s fine mansion to the north of Prince
Albert." The two-storey, yellow brick home
featured arched windows, a tower with a third-
storey room, and large verandah with decorative
Victorian gingerbread trim.

Mr. Hayes passed away in December 1898,
but his wife stayed for another year before
selling the property to John Proutt. Since then
there have been numerous owners, including
Thomas and Mary Smith, Amos and Mabel
Lapp, Melvin Hayne, Mabel and Neil
Reamsbottom and Jerry and Pam Fis.
The Fis family lived here for about six years

before selling in 1979 to Robert and Janice
Glanville, the current owners of this home.

William Hayes Residence
14576 Old Simcoe Road., Prince Albert, Ontario

Concession 5, Part Lot 17
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James MacBrien House
14310 Old Simcoe Road, Prince Albert, Ontario
Plan H-50025 Lot 44   Con. 5, Part Lot 16, 17

One of the most unique houses in this community is the house
which came to be known as the MacBrien House or "The
Orchards." This substantial clapboard covered home was built in
the mid 1850s by S.E. Barber and sold to Aaron Ross and his wife

Lucinda (Fitchett) in 1861. Mr. Ross started his local business career as a maker of
boots and shoes but later expanded his business interests and became a prominent and
wealthy grain merchant. He also gained prominence as an executive in the Dominion Bank,
the Midland Railway and the Toronto Board of Trade. When Ross joined the business migration to Port
Perry prior to the arrival of the railroad in 1871, he sold this house to James MacBrien.  

Although the original section of the house was built on a conventional plan
in the Georgian style, with a central staircase and hallway, the front exterior
has many distinguishing features. On the ground level there are French doors
on either side of the main entrance while the remainder of the windows at the
ground level are casement windows.  The upstairs rooms have conventional
double hung windows. The unusual verandah has a roof of curved pine
boards, and is embellished with delicate trellis work, also in white pine. 

James MacBrien, although of English and Scottish descent, was born in
Ireland and made his way to Raglan, south of Prince Albert in the 1830s and
then to Prince Albert thirty years later. James became a teacher and rose
through the ranks to become a public school inspector for the province of
Ontario in 1871. As an inspector, MacBrien was responsible for all the schools
in the northern half of Ontario County. James and his wife Julia Frances had
nine children, all of whom attended Port Perry High School. James died in
1909.  Julia lived in the house until her death in 1938.  

James
McBrien

Major James MacBrien

 



Their most distinguished son
was James Howden MacBrien,
later to become Major General Sir
James MacBrien. He was born in
this house in 1878.  Upon
graduation from Port Perry High
School in 1896, he obtained his
first job as a bank clerk at the
Western Bank in Port Perry. This
is now the easternmost section of
Brock's store on Queen Street.  

He remained at the bank for a
year and then, seeking adventure
and travel, he signed up to join the
North West Mounted Police. When
the Boer War broke out in South
Africa in October 1899, MacBrien
returned to Ontario and joined the 34th Ontario Regiment in Oshawa so that he could be assigned to
the African conflict. There he became an officer in the Royal Canadian Dragoons.  

His major role at that time was to amalgamate the separate divisions of the police in the five
western provinces.  Another duty was to expand the R.C.M.P. to include coastal patrol duties in its
mandate. This was at a time when rum-runners and others were active during prohibition.  This
division which MacBrien organized later became the Canadian Coast Guard.  Another of his
accomplishments was to oversee the mechanization of the R.C.M.P. and by 1936 he had introduced 500
motorized vehicles into the force and reduced the saddle horses from over 1,000 to 226.

The Canadian government, recognizing MacBrien's accomplishments, put forward his name for a
knighthood. In June 1935, he was knighted by King George V on the occasion of the monarch's 70th
birthday.  

During his notable career, he never forgot his roots and frequently came home to Port Perry, at
times privately to visit his relatives and sometimes to attend public gatherings.  One such event was
the dedication of the new Memorial Library in May 1935.  On this occasion he flew directly from

Ottawa by sea plane
and landed on Lake
Scugog.  

Also at that
ceremony was an old
Port Perry High School
friend of his, Dr. H.A.
Bruce, Lieutenant-
Governor of the
Province of Ontario.
Dr. Bruce had served
as Inspector-General
of the Canadian
Medical Corps in 1916
and in that capacity
had frequently worked
with MacBrien.
MacBrien's brother,
Captain William A. H.
MacBrien, was Bruce's
aide de camp.  

MacBrien’s wife
Nellie died in 1921. He
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The bright and spacious great room in the former MacBrien residence.

A view of the great room, looking towards the front of the house features the original fireplace
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later married Emily Harbridge of New York.
MacBrien's death came unexpectedly on
March 10,1938, while he was still in office as
Commissioner of the R.C.M.P. His mother also
died that year.

To honour him, an immense and majestic
funeral took place in Toronto. His flag-draped
coffin, mounted on a horse drawn gun carriage
made its way to St Paul's Church on Bloor
Street and then to Union Station where, in the
great hall of the building, a farewell ceremony
took place before his remains were
transported to Ottawa for a military burial.  

At the time of his death, MacBrien's son,
William, was an officer in the R.C.A.F., and
sons James and Michael were cadets at
R.M.C. in Kingston. After his release from the
R.C.A.F. in 1945, James practiced law briefly
in Port Perry. Many of the MacBrien family
members are buried in a distinctive family
plot in the Prince Albert cemetery. 

The house remained in the MacBrien
family for 90 years before being sold in 1961.
Recent owners include Joseph and Delores
Victor who purchased the property in 1989. It
was at this time the property was given the
name “Heartland”. 

In October 1993 the historic home was
purchased by its present owner, Diane
Matthew.

The entrance to Heartland is bright and welcoming with it’s yellow
and white paint accented by original pine flooring.

This addition from about 1960 features a quaint corner nook looking out over the gardens and a large family-style room which was
constructed of barn boards and beam and features a stone fireplace on the west end.

 



96

Historic Homes / Uxbridge-Scugog

Stewart Bruce Residence
249 Queen, Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 13, Part Lot 2

This home has stood as a symbol of Victoriana as part of the Borelia streetscape since it was
built by Caleb Crandell in 1873.  Crandell was the fourth son and fifth child of seven sons
and five daughters born to pioneers Reuben and Catherine Crandell. The Crandells were the
first white settler in Reach Township. They settled initially near what is now Manchester in

1821 but bought a 200-acre parcel containing this property in 1832 and began the settlement that
became known as Borelia. Caleb Crandell built several houses in this community and sold them shortly
after they were completed. In 1874 Caleb sold this home to George Dryden. When George’s brother
James died in 1881, George bought his brother’s home at 280 Cochrane Street and in 1886 sold this
Queen Street house to Hubert Ebbels.  

Mr. Ebbels, a prominent local lawyer owned a number of homes in Port Perry including 196
Cochrane Street which he had built in 1869, and 268 Cochrane Street which he had built in 1877.
Ebbels never lived in this Queen Street house but rented it out. In 1898 he sold the home to Stewart
and Isabella Bruce who lived here for twelve years before moving across the road to a larger and more
elaborate home at 404 Queen Street in 1910. Stewart and Isabella were the parents of H.A. Bruce who
went on to become Dr. H. A. Bruce, founder of Wellesley Hospital in Toronto and became the Lieutenant
Governor of Ontario in 1932. Another son, R. J. Bruce owned the Hardware store at 175 Queen Street.

William Carnegie and his wife were the next to occupy this home but remained here for only two
years before selling to S.C. Yarnold. Coincidentally the Carnegies moved from here into 268 Cochrane
Street, a home built and occupied previously by Hubert Ebbels.

The Yarnolds lived here until 1922 when Albert Orchard and his wife Miriam Emma
(Harris) moved here from their home on Cochrane Street beside the former Ebbels

home. In 1936 Albert passed the ownership of the house to his daughters Laura and
Miriam Orchard.  When Albert died at the age of 98 in 1947, the home was sold to
John and Kathleen (Kate) Whitby.  John died in September 1961 at the age of 67.
Kate continued to live here until 1978.  Peter and Janet Thompson then bought
the home and in turn sold it to Angela McPhee in 1983. The present owners,
William and Ann Goddard bought the home in 1991.

The frame home is a quintessential middle class Victorian home with its
gables, gingerbread and picket fence. It has been carefully maintained over the

years and retains its distinctive position beside the High School.
Stuart
Bruce
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Dr. Richard Jones Residence
327 Queen St., Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 2, Part Lot 159, 160

This attractive Queen Street home was built over the winter of 1873-74 by
William M. Wilcox, a Prince Albert bailiff who moved to Port Perry in October
1873. Mr. Wilcox  immediately erected his new residence on this large lot on the northeast
corner of Queen and Bigelow Streets. The property  originally extended to the Presbyterian

church to the east.
The exterior  of this home has not changed a great deal over the past 130 years. The most notable

changes to the original home are the addition of a cupola on the roof and the the porch along the east
side has been removed. The house
still maintains a large wrap-around
porch along the front and west side.

Not long after completing his new
home, in July 1874, Mr. Wilcox sold
the house to Dr. Richard Jones and
his wife Lucinda.  Dr. Jones held his
medical practice in the house as well
as living here for over 20 years. Not
long after purchasing the property he
constructed a small medical office
beside the house from which he
operated his medical practice. 

Dr. R. Jones was pre-eminently a
doctor of the old school and gave to
the poor freely and cheerfully not
only professional services but food

This home was used as a set in the movie Welcome To Mooseport during the summer of 2003.

The former Dr. Jones house in the 1890s, when it owned by the Meharrys.

Dr.
Richard
Jones
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and medicine and was often called "the poor man's doctor."
He served as Reeve of Port Perry in 1882 and was a

member of council, a trustee of the High School Board from
the time of its organization, and a member of the Port Perry
Library Board. Dr. Jones and his wife sold the house to John
W. Meharry in May 1887.

Mr Meharry was an enterprising hardware merchant in
Port Perry in partnership with John B. Laing in a huge store
on the south side of Queen Street. For many years they
carried on an extensive and successful hardware business.

After living in the attractive frame residence for more than
25 years, the Meharrys sold the property to Louis and Mabel
Bandel of Whitby in July 1914. Since then the home has
changed hands many times. The next long time owners of the
house were the Bentleys, I.R. and Hazel Dhel. Mr. Bentley
was a jeweller in town for more than 40 years. In 1953 Mrs.
Bentley was one of the first women jurors in Ontario County
and served as a juror on the Supreme Court. Mrs. Bentley
remained in the home for about 10 years after the death of her
husband, selling the house in 1974.

Irvin and Dorothy Gibson lived in the house for about 14

The attractive kitchen with it’s original pine floors is a natural blend of old and new. The room features all the modern conveniences,
while upholding the integrity of this century home. Lower left, the unique woodwork on the handrail of the  staircase.
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years before it was sold to local
contractor Karl Herder and his wife
Fran. During the time the Herders
owned the house they completely
renovated it, building a verandah
similar to the original. After
completing the project, the Herders
sold the property to Henry and Jodie
Keast, the current owners of the
Jones house.

The house has since been
featured in the movie Welcome to
Mooseport, starring Gene Hackman
and Ray Ramano during the summer
of 2003. The Dr. Richard Jones house
was used as the residence of  a small
town veterinarian in the movie.

The home features two intricate pieces of fretwork or spandels, one is shown
at top of page. A recently installed fireplace is the centerpiece of the livingroom.
The original pine floors provide a striking feature of this room.
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Charles Jones Residence
96 John Street, Port Perry, Ontario
Plan H, Part Lots 151-153, 162-164

This elegant and solid home is known by many long time residents as the old Port
Perry Hospital. Before it began its proud history as a health facility it served as the residence
of many notable business families. Charles Jones built this yellow brick home in 1874 after
purchasing the property from James Good. Charles Jones and his brother William came to

Port Perry in 1869 and began a successful clothing and merchandise store on Queen Street. Their
brothers George and Richard were respected doctors in
this community. Charles and his brother George married
two Paxton sisters, Mary and Anna, respectively.

In 1882 Charles Jones sold the home to Thomas
Bedford, his brother-in-law. Bedford had married
Charles’ sister Sarah. Charles and Mary decided to move
to a larger home.  They eventually purchased the Tate
residence on Cochrane Street.

Jonathan Blong a local businessman, bought the
home from the Bedfords in 1886 and lived there until
1894 when he sold this John Street property to Madison
Williams, grandson of Elias Williams the first resident
and initial owner of all the land of what is now downtown
Port Perry.

Mr. Williams later sold this John Street home to
Charles Rose, owner of a grocery store in the Leonard
Block at the northwest corner of Queen and Perry Street.
This is now "The Piano Cafe" owned by the Stone family.
The Rose family sold the John Street home to Mary
Pearse in 1917.

Charles
Jones

This picture taken in 1940 shows the house with the
Port Perry Hospital sign mounted on the verandah
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Grace Cormack, a graduate of the
Royal Victoria Hospital in London was
next to own this house. Following the
death of her husband in 1910 she
emigrated to Canada along with her
three children. She settled first in
Pickering and then, in 1919 she made her
way to Port Perry. Immediately upon her
arrival she established a hospital on the
second floor of the old Port Perry Star
building at 235 Queen Street.

Grace married James Swan, a highly
successful and respected wheelwright
and blacksmith. They bought the John
Street home from Mary Pearse in 1921
and began to reorganize the home as an
eleven-bed hospital.  The ground floor was devoted to three bedrooms at the front, and an operating
room, a kitchen and a nurses’ common room at the rear.  Upstairs three more patient recovery rooms
each contained two beds.  Grace employed several nurses to assist her in her tasks. 

Grace and James Swan lived on a 200-acre farm near Manchester. In 1930 she retired to her farm
and passed the hospital on to her two cousins Margaret Fisher and
Nellie Whitmore. The two continued to operate the busy facility
with Fisher the registered owner until 1946 when Whitmore
assumed legal ownership. Since 1921 the John Street home had
been privately owned.

When it was rumoured that Mrs. Whitmore was thinking of
selling the hospital, a local group of citizens decided to create a
board of governors to establish a public hospital.  They bought the
facility from Nellie Whitmore and established the Community
Memorial Hospital in July 1946. Nellie remained as Nursing
Superintendent for another year before retiring.

As the community grew, it created a need for a larger and more
efficient hospital. In 1948 a fundraising drive was held to build
newer and larger facilities and in March 1949 the hospital was

sold. The community was
forced to look to Oshawa
and Lindsay for hospital
care until the new hospital
was completed in 1953 on
Lilla Street (now Simcoe Street).

In 1951 the John Street property was bought by the Goodman
Company of Toronto for $8500 and it reverted to a residence
once more. The property changed hands several times before
being purchased by Ernest Healey in 1957.  After his death in
1988 it was sold to Bryan and Ramona Reesor who in turn sold
it to John and Catherine Chiusolo in 1996.

The architecture of this historically significant home is
sturdy but relatively simple, however it does retain some
decoration. One interesting feature is the inverted horseshoe in
the front gable brickwork stipulated by Charles Jones as a
symbol of good luck. All the windows are flat topped except the
large living room window which has an elliptical arch over a
transom containing a stained glass window. The generous
bargeboards above the gables have some patterned decorations
and each gable has a generous supporting bracket at the side. 

Horseshoe in brick for good luck.

Arched window with stained glass.
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Robert Perry Residence
267 North Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan H 50020  Lot 53.

This comfortable home is one of the oldest remaining buildings in the
downtown area of Port Perry. Peter Perry, the founder of this community
died in 1851 leaving all his land holdings to his sons Robert and John. Among
these were all the properties on North Street. Robert became the legal owner of

the north side of the street, while his brother John owned the south side. In 1857 Robert took out a
mortgage to build a house on this property and in 1865 John donated his property across the road to
the Anglican Church. In
1863 Robert sold his home
to John Davis. 

Davis was among the
early arrivals in what is
now Port Perry, arriving
here in 1846.  Immediately
upon arrival he opened a
furniture shop at the
southwest corner of Queen
and Perry Streets. Here he
made his own furniture
and coffins and operated
an undertaker’s business.
Initially he had his home
on the same property as his
shop but as his business
expanded he saw the need
for a home removed from
his place of work so he The Robert Perry house, at the corner of John and North St., taken about 1900.

Alymer B.
Cawker
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bought this home from Robert Perry. In 1874 Davis passed the ownership to his son Isaac.    
Unfortunately Isaac died five years later when only 31 years of age so the home reverted back to

John. He later sold the home to Mary Boyd. John died in 1898 at the age of 75. John had outlived his
own son by 19 years!

Mary Boyd sold the home to Alexander and Nancy Rae. Rae was the principal of Port Perry’s
elementary school. In 1902 the Raes sold the home to George Gerrow. George became Reeve of Port
Perry in 1911 and the following year he sold this home to Albert Orchard and his wife Miriam Emma
(Harris). Orchard owned a coal and lumber business at the north end of Water Street. Miriam was
Albert’s fourth wife. His three earlier wives had all died. Albert’s daughter Iona Beatrice was a child
of his second wife.  When Iona married Alymer B. Cawker in 1911, the couple continued to live with
her father. Alymer operated a successful butcher shop on Queen Street. 

In 1921, Orchard legally signed the home over to his daughter.  Albert died in 1947 at the grand
old age of 98.  The home remained in the Cawker family until Betty Cawker sold it to John and Ruth
Stone in 1976. When Robert Perry built his original home it was registered as being on lots 53 and
54.  Shortly after the Stones acquired the property they divided it again and built a pleasant Tudor
style home on the original lot 54 and sold this original Perry home on lot 53 to Audrey and Allan
Heddle. 

Robert Perry’s home was the front (south facing) section of the present building. When John
Davis owned the home he put his woodworking skills to use adding a northern section to the home
and adding many details including the bay window on the south facing east end of the home and the
ornate eyebrow trim over the main front bedroom above the bay. The double front door appears to be
original and adds to the elegance of this historic home.

The property
on which
this house
stands was

part of the original
Mary Bristol patent.
It was bought from
the patent holder by
pioneer settler John
Ensign who sold this
portion of the
property to William
Oxtoby in 1862.
Oxtoby built this
pleasant one-and-a-
half storey frame home immediately after
making his purchase.  

The design of the front of the house is
unusual in that the upper storey is larger than
the conventional upper half-storey. Most
storey-and-a-halfs have a single gable over the
front entrance.  They also usually have either
partial (kneewall) second storey windows
above the main floor front bays, or none at all.
The Oxtoby home has twin gables over the left
and right main floor bays but not the front
entrance bay. This design allowed much more

light into the
upper rooms. An
attractive curved
roofed verandah
extends the full
length of the front. 

As with most
storey-and-a-half
houses the Oxtoby
house has an
appendage; a
matching storey-
and-a-half rear
kitchen section.
The entire house

is covered with board and batten.
William Oxtoby sold his home to William

Mason in 1870.  After that date the home
changed owners frequently until 1890 when it
was sold to John Claughton.  Claughton finally
sold the home to Richard Bailey in 1925 for
$530.00. In turn, Bailey sold it to George
McDonald in 1929 but it was returned to the
Bailey family when Malcolm Bailey purchased
the home on May 1, 1944.  Malcolm’s wife Eva
sold the property to Janet and Daniel Lehman
in January 1999.

William Oxtoby Residence
16350 Marsh Hill Road, Epsom, Ontario
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S.E. Allison Residence 
229 Mary Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan H-50020, Lot 147

One of the earliest deed holders of this property was Hugh Chisolm. Chisolm was an
experienced ship builder. With financing from two other Whitby businessmen, James
Rowe and Thomas Cotton, he built the steamship Woodman at the Port Perry waterfront.
It was launched on August 29 1850. Chisolm captained the vessel until the summer of

1854 when it was severely damaged by fire at the Port Perry dock.  Cotton and Rowe sold the vessel
to George Crandell and Chisolm moved back to Whitby to continue his shipping career on Lake
Ontario.  While in Port Perry, Chisolm built a small but comfortable wooden home on this  property.
He sold the property to John Cameron in 1855.  John Cameron, also lured here by Peter Perry built
a steam powered sawmill at the Port Perry waterfront in 1853. Cameron sold his mill to the Paxton
family in 1856 and shortly afterwards sold his Mary Street home to William Paxton. 

Throughout the 1860s the property changed ownership frequently until 1875 when William
Paxton sold the property to Stephen Allison in 1875. Stephen Edward Allison came to Port Perry in
1868 and opened a drug store on Queen Street. The Allison Drug store was a landmark store in Port
Perry. It was destroyed by the 1884 fire but a new store continued to be a feature of Queen Street.
S.E. Allison’s nephew, C.H. Allison who graduated from the Ontario College of Pharmacy in Toronto
in 1893, continued the Allison drug store until his retirement in 1907.

When S. E. Allison acquired this Mary street property he immediately built this "dream
home" for his wife and family. He was often quoted as being extremely proud of this home. He died
here in 1929 at the age of 86 but the home remained in the Allison family until it was sold by his
daughter Catherine (Kate) Helen Allison to Minnie Beatty in 1942. 

The Allison house is a unique home, with an unusual mix of Victorian architectural features.
It has a dominant front gable, high-pitched roof and two front bay windows. A tall and narrow gothic
window enhances the gable. The front entranceway has a double door and transom and is covered by
a protruding porch.

Minnie Beatty lived here for nine years and sold it to Mabel Margaret Orde in 1951. In
December 1959 it was sold to Albert and Mary Johnson. The Johnsons remained here until they sold
it to Frank and Penelope Joan Godley in July 1975. Joan Godley was a highly respected piano
teacher and used the front room as her classroom. The following year Edward and Rachel McKay
took over half of the home as joint tenants. In 1977 the Godleys sold their interest to John and
Brenda Hill.  The following year the Hills took over full ownership and continued to occupy the whole
house until they sold the property to Wayne and Nancy Townsend in 1984. Peter Crawford and
Brenda Dicola bought the home from the Townsends in 1997 for $195,000. 
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Abel Ewers Residence
5 Brook Street, Manchester, Ontario

Plan H 50020  Lot 53.

Abel Ewers came from the United States and opened a carriage building shop in Whitby.  He
moved to Fitchett’s Corners, now the hamlet of Manchester, and became one of the early
settlers of the community in 1844. Ewers opened a carriage maker’s shop in the small
settlement and continued his trade for many years. At this time, the community had

become a major grain-handling center. 
Ewers prospered, and in 1847 he and his wife Rhoda Munro purchased the 200-acre parcel of land

that contained this
property.   He also took an
early interest in the
administration of the
community and became the
Reeve of Reach Township
in 1855.  He held this
position several times,
serving his final term in
1877.  Over the years
Ewers sold off portions of
his property to other
pioneer families including
Hiram Lamb, Robert
Munroe, James Leonard
and Frederick Graham.
Ewers maintained this
one-and-a-quarter acre
parcel until 1876.  

This impressive yellow
brick house was built Sketch of the Christian Manchester home from the 1877 Ontario County Illustrated Atlas.
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sometime in the late
1860s.  The home has
many of the
architectural features
of the homes of the
more comfortably
s u c c e s s f u l
businessmen of the
period; eaves with
generous overhangs
and returns, and
decorated with double
brackets.  These
double brackets are
also to be seen on the
roof of the front bay.
The home originally
had four chimneys to
accommodate the
fireplaces that kept the
home comfortable in

the winter months. The illustration of the house in the 1877 Ontario County Atlas
shows a verandah extending completely around the west facing front and the
north side (previous page). The roof of this verandah served as a walkway for
early morning or late evening strolls around the two sides of the home. 

When his wife Rhoda died in 1873, Ewers became the first of three successive
owners whose wives died leaving them to occupy the home as widowers. 

The second owner Samuel H. Christian, another local merchant, bought the
house from widower Ewers in 1876. Christian, also active in community affairs

became the Reeve of Reach Township in 1886. Christian’s wife left him a widower
in Jan 17 1884.  Abel Ewers died in 1894 at the age of 84.

Joseph Baird and his wife Matilda Kenning purchased the home from
Christian in 1890. Even though Matilda died in 1923 at age 70, Joseph

continued to live in his home until
his death on January 2, 1934.  He
was 78 years old. At that point,
the home passed to one of his
sons, Hubert K. Baird.  Hubert
lived here until he sold it to
Minnie Merrick for $3000 on
September 11, 1950. The
ownership of this comfortable
home then passed through a
number of owners before being
bought by George and Adeline
Blayone in 1971. The Blayones
raised their children and lived
here for a full quarter century
before selling it to Daphne Baines
in August 1996.

1877 map shows the A.W. Ewers property along King St. (7A Hwy.)

Samuel H.
Christian

The S.A. Christian store located on the southwest corner of Hwy. 12 and 7A Hwy about 1910.
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Dr. Montgomery’s Medical Hall 
3482 Church Street, Blackstock, Ontario

Con. 4, Part Lot 11, irregular

This imposing home is another variation on the Italianate theme found in many splendid
homes built for the wealthy in the 1870s and 1880s, in this region of Ontario. Its imposing
tower over the front entrance commands a panoramic
view over the community and the valley to the east.

The ornate roof brackets and return eaves, the arch topped
windows and matching decorative brickwork give this home a
unique architectural presence in the community.

Doctor John Montgomery graduated as a doctor from what
is now the University of Toronto in 1868. He immediately came
to Williamsburgh (now Blackstock) and opened the first medical
practice in the community. On arrival he also bought a 15 acre
parcel of land on which this house now stands. The acreage was
later sold off.

Dr. Montgomery had this splendid home built in 1870 as his
residence and his medical office. Another doctor, John W. Gray
opened a separate practice in Williamsburgh in 1873. There

Dr. John
Montgomery

This beautiful Italianate home was built about 1870 by Dr. John Montgomery. It was his
home and medical office while he was a physician in the village. Illustration, bottom right,

shows the Dr. Montgomery’s ‘Medical Hall’ as it looked in 1878.



were obviously enough patients to keep both practices
extremely busy although a measure of rivalry periodically
arose.

In 1877 Dr. Montgomery married Ada Drew and three
years later the young couple left Williamsburgh and
settled in Ardock, North Dakota, where he established
another highly respected practice. The house and
business in Cartwright were sold to another doctor, Aaron

Jesse Campbell in 1882.
Dr. Campbell sold the house and practice to Dr. Jabez B.

Olver in 1885, but bought it back a few months later. Dr.
Olver had begun his practice in Greenbank in 1868. He
later practiced briefly in Port Perry before establishing his
short-lived practice in Williamsburgh.

After Dr. Campbell had re-acquired the practice he
continued to serve the community until he sold the
“Medical Hall” to Dr. William A. Fish in 1888, the year after
the community had officially been renamed Blackstock. Dr.
Fish served the community until he sold the home and
practice in 1901 to Dr. John McCulloch for $3,600. Dr.
McCulloch stayed for five years before selling to Dr. Robert
Burrows Harris in 1906.

Dr. Harris had graduated from the University of
Toronto Medical school that year and immediately opened
his practice here. After only two years, Dr. Harris decided to
venture into Northern Ontario where he spent the
remainder of his career before retiring to Port Perry in
1946. When he left Blackstock in August 1908, Dr. Harris
sold the house and practice to Dr. Archibald McArthur, a
native of Greenbank. Blackstock was also the first location
in which Dr. McArthur practiced.

In 1919 he was joined in the practice by his brother Dr.
John A. McArthur. In September 1925 Dr. Archibald
McArthur moved to Toronto, leaving the practice to his
brother. Dr. John Alexander McArthur continued to
practice here until his death in July 1966. 

The Medical Hall was purchased by Blair and Janet
Martyn in 1992.
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The unique tower and beautiful brickwork are the
most outstanding features of this house

Large brackets are a feature under the soffits around the house.
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Sam Jeffrey Residence
220 Cochrane Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 2, Lot 105, 106

This property was described in the Ontario Observer, as being beautifully situated and
providing an excellent view of the Port, Lake Scugog and Island. The first owner to purchase
this property, which at that time extended from Cochrane St. west to Rosa St. and included
six building lots, was John Pomeroy. Mr. Pomeroy owned it for about five years before selling

it in June, 1875 to a Mr. Robbins. Little is known about Mr. Robbins, other than he must have been a
successful industrialist. The only mention of him is found in a February 1894 newspaper article which
reported he had invented a lawn mower, "so greatly advanced, it will make the machine a universal
favourite."

Mr. Robbins sold the property in December 1883 to Thomas Courtice, a well known and respected
Port Perry manufacturer of harnesses and saddles. Courtice had this home built. In business he entered
into a partnership with Samuel Jeffrey in 1887. The two men operated Courtice and Jeffrey Harness
Shop until Courtice died at the age of 71. In public life he served on the town council for a number of
terms.

Samuel Jeffrey began his trade in harness-making with Mr. Courtice and started a wholesale
business for the company. His son Cyril joined him in 1912 and the company was renamed S. Jeffrey
and Son. In addition to his business life, Mr. Jeffrey served six years on town council, two of them as
Reeve, and was also chairman of the school board for some time.  

Prior to his death, Mr. Courtice transferred ownership of this property to his family and in 1926 the

The Samuel Jeffrey house at 220 Cochrane St. as it looked during the winter of 2002.



homestead was sold to his former partner,
Samuel Jeffrey.

The house remained in the Jeffrey family
for almost 30 years. Mr. Jeffrey passed away at 93

years of age in 1952.  His wife Isabella remained in the
family home for about two more years before selling the

property in April 1954 to James Raymond Wilkin.
It’s believed Mr. Wilkin passed away about two years after

purchasing the elegant Cochrane St. home as his estate sold it to
Stan and Mary Mumford in December 1956. The Mumfords made
this their home for about 15 years before selling to Ken and Audrey
Middleton in December 1971.

Mr. Middleton, a local real estate agent, kept the home for only
a few months before selling to Siebe and Mary Rekker, who are the
present owners of this attractive property. The Rekkers have
extensively restored this home maintaining many of the original
features and the attractive leaded glass transoms. They also had the
yellow brick treated in order to restore it to its original appearance.
One of the many notable features of this home is the upper floor
verandah extending over the driveway.  This was not an original
feature of the house but was added when the house was about
twenty years old. The front door was also remodelled at this time,
eliminating the small, enclosed entrance porch.

110

Historic Homes / Uxbridge-Scugog

This magnificent home was not built by Samuel Jeffrey, but he and his descendants made it
their family home for more than 30 years.

Sam
Jeffrey

Ornate front porch was removed.

 



111

Scugog Township Homes

James Dryden Residence
280 Cochrane Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 2  Lot 113, 114  irregular

T t was James Dryden who
first purchased this large
piece of land towards the
north end of Cochrane St.,

in 1869, from his friend and
neighbour Joseph Bigelow.  Mr.
Dryden, was a resident of Brooklin,
and it wasn’t until the spring of 1881
that he began work on constructing a
magnificent home.  The design of his
house was similar to Mr. Bigelow’s
elaborate Italianate residence,
although not quite as large. Like the
Bigelow house, Mr. Dryden’s new
yellow brick home featured a three-
storey tower in front, a porch
trimmed with elaborate gingerbread
and dozens of large arched windows.

The original verandah was much
smaller and far more decorative.  The

The majestic home of John Dryden as it looked during the winter of 2003.



absence of railings on the
original verandah gave
emphasis to the attractive
gingerbread trim at the top of
the pillars. The substantial new
verandah now extends around
the corner of the south wall and
beyond it.

But Mr. Dryden never did get
to enjoy the fruits of his labour.
Before the home was completed,
James Dryden passed away at
the residence of his son John, at
Maple Shade Farm, Whitby, on
July 31, 1881.

Following his death, his
estate completed the
construction and in 1884 it was
purchased from the family by
his brother George for $3,500.
But he didn’t stay long, selling
to his brother’s son John three
years later.

When John Dryden took over ownership of the house in 1887, he was serving as the M.P.P. for North
Ontario County, a position he held until 1909, when he died at 69 years of age. John Dryden stayed in
his father’s home for almost 15 years before disposing of it in 1902.

The next owners of the house were William L. and Nell Parrish. The Parrish family lived in the
beautiful residence for 53 years, and to this day it is still often referred to as the "Parrish House."

Mr. Parrish operated one of the largest and best equipped hardware stores in Ontario County.  This
was in the Parrish Block on Queen Street, built by his father William T. Parrish following the fire of
1884.  The building consisted of two store fronts. It is currently occupied by Lukes Country Store.

In addition to his business interests,  Mr. Parrish was a
member of the School Board, the Public Library Board,
served on town council for a number of years, occupied the
chair of Reeve for three years, and was honoured by being
elected Warden of Ontario County in 1908.

Following his death, the house was sold in 1955 to
Mildred L. Smith, who only lived in the house for four years
before selling. The next owner would make the stately home
his residence for a much longer time.

When Matthew B. Dymond and his wife Jeanne arrived
in Port Perry, the enthusiastic young doctor from Scotland
fell in love with the house and purchased it from Mrs.
Smith in 1959. They spent the next 32 years of their life in
the home, before selling it and moving into a smaller home
on Ella Street.

Dr. Dymond was a family practitioner and served the
community for his entire life in Port Perry. The popular
doctor also became very interested in public life and was
elected an M.P.P. a number of times, and served as Minister
of Health during the 1960s. He was as popular in his
political life as his medical life and earned the respect and
admiration of both his colleagues and his patients. While
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These pictures, upper and lower, taken during the early 1900s shows the original
porch, which was much smaller than at this time. It was later replaced and enlarged.

 



Dr. Dymond owned the home, he added a study and solarium on the north side. 
The present owners of the "Dryden” house are Brian and Joanne Callery, who purchased it from the

Dymond family in 1991. The Callerys have completely remodelled the north side addition in keeping
with the original architectural form of the house. The Callerys continue to nurture the 122 year old
structure and it remains one of the most impressive homes on Cochrane Street.
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The interior of the former Dryden house has been
tastefully renovated and decorated. Above, the living room
with its large bay windows and below the staircase and the
original ornate fireplace in the library.
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Stoutenberg Residence
32 Palace Street, Epsom, Ontario

This attractive storey-and-a-half frame home is largely original and dates back to the 1850s.
Although vernacular Classic in design, it has some details that differentiate it from the
norm. The first is an enclosed front porch surrounding the front entrance. This enclosure
appears to be original and extends to both floors. The second unique aspect is that most

homes of this style are of an "L" shaped floor plan, giving space for a verandah at the rear section.
However, the original stone basement foundation is purely rectangular allowing for spacious
accommodation on the ground floor and the bedroom levels. 

This property was part of a 200 acre parcel patented
to John McNarin in 1811. The parcel passed through
several hands before being settled. It was divided into
several smaller parcels and the first people to occupy
this particular section of the property were Peter
Stoutenberg and his family.  He purchased it in 1838 and
built a tavern here. The building was undoubtedly a log
structure and appears to have occupied the western
third of the present home.  The tavern was a familiar
gathering spot in the 1840s.

The Stoutenbergs were among the early settlers of
Markham in the 1830s and 1840s. Luke Stoutenberg
married Elizabeth Case in New York State in 1792. The
Stoutenbergs made their way into Upper Canada and
ultimately produced thirteen children. Many of their
children settled in Reach Township in the late 1830s,
occupying land in the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th concessions.  

Several of the Stoutenberg brothers became involved
in the Markham Gang, a group of thugs and outlaws
who roamed this part of the province in the 1840s. Their
most infamous crime in this region was committed a few

Much of this quaint frame home, on a quiet street in Epsom, remains intact more than a century after it was built

Decorative bargeboard, finials and windows are some
of the attractive highlights of this house.
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Tn 1811 Mary Bristol was awarded
the patent for an original 200-acre
parcel of land. It is not known if she
ever visited the property. Thirty

years later John Ensign bought the acreage
and during the 1850’s sold off sections of the
property to, among others, Peter
Stoutenburg, Craig Isaac, William Oxtoby, A.
Harper and Robert Ward.  

John Ensign had moved into Reach
Township in 1828.  He had made his way
north on the Scugog Road from Whitby and
was the first settler in the hamlet first known
as Ensign’s Corners. It was renamed Jockey
Hill and later renamed Epsom.  

The section of land on which this house
stands was sold to Robert Ward.  Sometime
around 1860 he built this house.  It has been
remodeled over the years but it still retains
its original sturdy, frame structure. 

It is a three bay, two storey, hipped-roofed
home reflecting a settler in comfortable
circumstances.  It has generous but plain
eaves. Indeed the entire home, typical of
many similar large homes is architecturally
undecorated. The attractive enclosed front
porch was added sometime in the early
twentieth century. 

In 1862 Ward sold the house to Anson T.
Bulton. Bulton in turn sold it to Robert M.
Howsam in the year of Confederation, 1867.
Howsam sold it to Adam Earchman in 1875.
Earchman lived here until August of 1904
when he sold it to Samuel Sharpe.  On 27
March, 1916 the property passed on to Albert
Bailey.  Malcom Bailey became the owner in
1970. The house remained in the Bailey
family until 21 March 1990 when Patricia
Bailey sold it to the present owners Kenneth
and Lila Belair.   

Robert Ward Residence
16301 Marsh Hill Road, Epsom, Ontario

yards east of here in November 1845. On this occasion they robbed and beat up John Morrow and his
wife Mary and left John Morrow for dead.  Peter’s brothers Hiram and James Stoutenberg were
convicted for participating in this horrendous crime and served time in Kingston Penitentiary.  

After their release, most of the Stoutenberg brothers and their families left the area. Peter sold
this property to Timothy Munro in 1858. Munro had extensive land holdings in this vicinity.  He sold
this home to Francis Earchman in 1890. Earchman was a son of an early Reach Township settler.
Earchman sold the home to De Forest Hagerman on October 13, 1897 and afterwards the property
changed hands frequently until 1909 when it passed into the Miller family. Joel and Francis Miller
sold the home to Elizabeth McKercher in 1924 for $6,000.

The property then passed to Annie Linton in 1940, to Ralph and Cora Wideman in 1944, to
Christanos Jagers in 1949 and to Chris and Joanna Ruhl in 1962. The Ruhls sold it to an investment
group, Brimanor Acres, in 1988.  Roxanne Grassick purchased the home in 1990. 
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The Graham Residences
1320 King Street, East, Manchester, Ontario

Concession 4, Lot 14

The first settlers of European origin in Reach Township arrived here in
1821.  They were Reuben Crandell, his wife Catherine and their first
child, Stephen.  They were to have eleven more children. They settled on a 200-
acre parcel that contained this property and the adjacent property to the west.  Here they

built a humble log cabin and began clearing the land.  In 1832 the Crandell family moved just over a
mile to the northeast to a 400-acre parcel which they named Borelia and which makes up the western
section of present day Port Perry.

They did not sell their original 200-acre parcel until 1842.  The buyers were two brothers Frederick
and Alexander Graham.  Newly arrived from Scotland they settled together and divided the property
equally, with Alexander occupying this acreage and his brother Frederick in the western 100 acres.
Alexander lived in Crandell’s log cabin while he built this comfortable yellow brick home at 1370 King
St., completing it in 1854.  

The bricks were obtained
from Port Perry and are
identical to those used in so
many of Port Perry’s earlier
buildings. The home is still
very much in its original and
generously proportioned
condition with its attractive
gothic window in the front
gable.

The entire building,
although generous in
proportions is elegantly
simple.  The brickwork, sofits
and facia are plain and

Alexander
Graham

The home of Alexander Graham at 1370 King Street East, Manchester

The home of Alexander Graham near the turn of the century.
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unadorned. The only hint at elegance is in the
front entranceway with its Georgian sidelights
and transom, and the verandah that stretches
the full width of the home. 
Frederick Graham never married. When his
health began to decline, Alexander’s daughter
Mary moved into to care for him.  Mary married
Peter Christie in 1879.  She and her husband
took over Frederick’s home as their residence

and raised three sons, Graham, Fred and Grant.
When Alexander died, the yellow brick home was
passed on to Peter and Mary’s son Grant Christie.
Grant’s son Frederick then took over the farm.
Frederick died in 1999, leaving the home to his wife
Ruby and their son Paul.   

Frederick Graham’s home immediately to the west
at 1320 King St., is the earliest brick home in Reach
Township. Frederick built it in 1842 immediately
after he had acquired the 100-acre property. It has
many distinguishing early Victorian features, the
most obvious being the distinctive front entranceway
with its semi elliptical brickwork over the door.  The
attractive fanlight and sidelights surround a double
door. The windows are all six over six paned.  The
roof has a gentle slope and the distinctive return
eaves of the period. The Frederick Graham home was
bought by Dr. Ralph Price and his wife Pat in 1977
from Peter Christie’s daughter Catherine Christie.

Front of the Frederick Graham homestead features an ornate
elliptical fanlight window above the door and sidelights.

Centre hall plan features a double door with an elegant
elliptical fanlight above and sidelights.

The home of Alexander Graham at 1320 King Street East, Manchester.
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John Adams ‘Ambleside’
65 Gerrow Road, Scugog Island, Ontario

Con. 7, Part Lot 22, 23

T
he parcel of land on which this attractive house is located, overlooks Lake Scugog and more
than a century ago was home to John Adams, one of the leading stock breeders in the country.
His success attracted visiting breeders to his farm from all parts of Canada and the United
States during the 1880s. In addition to its prominence in the farming community, ‘Ambleside’

as it became known, was also a favourite destination for steamboat excursions from Port Perry and
communities as far north as Lindsay. Here hundreds of excursionists, usually organized by local
churches, would disembark on the rising ground near the lake to enjoy day-long picnics and activities
along the lakeshore.

This property dates back to 1843 when
36 acres of Crown Land was purchased by
John Thompson for £18. Thompson sold it
in 1850 to Christopher Hodgson who later
lost the property to the Colonial Securities
Company due to default of mortgage
payments. In October 1869, two local
businessmen, Thomas C. Forman and
William S. Sexton, purchased the property
from the securities company, and it was
during their ownership that the first house
was constructed. 

Messrs. Forman and Sexton then sold
125 acre estate property to John Adams in
September 1871 for $2,500, and over the
next few years he enlarged and improved

This historic home is located on a beautiful secluded piece of farmland on Scugog Island overlooking Lake Scugog.

Sketch of the Adams Ambleside home from the 1880s.
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the farm considerably. In September 1873 the Ontario Observer newspaper noted: "The improvements
on the beautiful farm of John Adams, Esq., are being pushed and have begun at the right place, the barns
and other outbuildings; he has just completed the erection of one of the most substantial and best
arranged barns in the Province, being 200’ x 40’, standing on a stone wall."

About the same time John Adams started work on the barns, he also began to remodel and enlarge
the original house. He added a large conservatory to the west side, featuring three skylights and a wall
of windows facing the lake. This structure has since been removed. Unlike many homes which used a
centre hall plan, the Adams’ home was entered
through side doors, which allowed for very
spacious rooms inside. The  living and dining
rooms, both measuring 18’x28’ are divided by a
wide, arched opening, accented with heavy crown
mouldings on either side. Both rooms feature
marble fireplaces, beautiful plaster crown
mouldings around the nine foot high ceilings, and
elaborate decorative plaster mouldings accent the
chandelier-styled lights in both rooms.

The 40’x30’ red brick, two-storey exterior is
accented by a wide verandah which stretches
around three sides of the red brick home, giving it
a rambling and elegant appearance. The verandah
floor is not elevated but is built at the ground
level, enhancing the colonial aspect of the home.
Originally the verandah had a flat roof and access
to the roof was gained through a doorway on the
right hand side, providing a comfortable outdoor
lounge area for the bedrooms.

When the house was remodeled about a decade
ago, the new verandah was given a sloping roof
and the upper door was replaced by a conventional
window matching the other openings on that level.
Also during the remodeling, the decorative eave
brackets, the two end brick chimneys and
wrought iron railings on the verandah roof were

Some of the original plaster mouldings found in the John Adams home which
were installed when the house was built during the 1870s.

One of the double-doors which exit onto the large verandah.

 



removed and the arched gingerbread decoration between the verandah pillars was changed.  The high-
pitched hip roof is original. 

At the ground level, the front originally had a central door and two French doors.  The center door
and the right side French door has been retained but the right hand French door has been replaced with
a conventional window.

John Adams was a successful businessman, and a partner in the money lending business with his
brother David J. Adams. He later became connected with some of the leading financial companies in
Toronto where he accumulated considerable wealth as a successful speculator. It was from this financial
gain that he purchased this magnificent property to live with his wife Margaret and two children, Edith
M. Flora and John M. Hamilton Adams.

Mr. Adams became one of the most extensive importers and breeders of valuable heavy horses and
cattle, and was identified with area agricultural institutions until he sold his farming operation in 1897
to John A. McGillivray. In April 1916, Margaret A.P. Adams purchased about 93 acres of the former
Adams homestead, including the family home. Members of the Adams family lived on the farm until
May 1951 when Flora Adams enterered into an agreement with Anson and Donald Gerrow to purchase
the farm. Then in September 1956 Mrs. Adams sold the 93 acre property to the Gerrows for $20,000
along with an agreement that allowed her to continue living in the house until her death. 

The Gerrow brothers registered a plan of subdivision on the farm in May 1972, then sold the property
in 1979 to Murray Wm. Jackson, a Scugog Island farmer and auctioneer. Mr. Jackson lived in the house
for about five years, before selling it to a development group called Ambleside Country Estates Ltd., who
separated 17 acres along Gerrow’s Road for housing development.

The original Adams home, and the remaining 48 acres was sold to Jeffrey R. Percy in 1986. He and
David L. Ross lived in the historic old Scugog Island home until 2004 when they sold the property to
Carl and Lynette Durward, the present owners.
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An elegant archway divides the living and dining rooms in the home as it looked in 2002. The arch is accented with an elaborate
cornice, and crown moulding featuring the popular ‘egg and wheatsheaf’ design.
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Homes Associated With

Daniel David Palmer

T
or many years it was thought that Daniel David Palmer, founder of Chiropractics was born at
15238 Old Simcoe Road on the western edge of what is now Port Perry in 1845. In his
autobiography, Palmer mentioned that he was born east of Toronto and that he had childhood
memories of Port Perry.  The Census records for Port Perry in 1851 are missing but in the 1861

census records for Port Perry he is clearly listed as a 16 year old living in Port Perry with his parents,
Thomas and Catherine Palmer. 

This property was part of a 200-acre parcel purchased by Reuben Crandell in 1832. Shortly after he
acquired the land, Crandell began to subdivide it.

Thomas Raines and his wife Rachel bought the home in 1918. Thomas Raines died in 1946 and the
property was passed to Velma Raines.  Jessie and Louis Bond, close friends of Rachel, were interviewed
in 1961 and they remembered her telling them on many occasions that Daniel
David Palmer had been born in the Old Simcoe Road house. In the registry
deeds, there are no Palmers associated with this property other than in
the 1860s when the house was owned by George Palmer.  He was not
closely related to Thomas Palmer, father of Daniel David Palmer. It is
quite probable that the Raines and others had mistakenly associated
the name George Palmer with that of Thomas Palmer. 

On June 9, 1961, Velma Raines sold the home
to John Ballard.  Later that year Ballard sold the
house to The Palmer College of Chiropractic of
Davenport, Iowa for $5,500. The Chiropractors
bought the home under the false assumption
that it was the birthplace of Daniel David Palmer.
They established it as a museum to Chiropractic.
Later research found that Daniel David Palmer
was actually born in Pickering. Thomas Palmer

15238 Old Simcoe Road, with sign showing this house was the birthplace of Daniel David Palmer.
The signs have now been removed.

Daniel David Palmer is credited with performing the first
chiropractic adjustment on Sept. 18, 1895



was on the 1851 Census records as living with his wife and family near Audley in Pickering Township. 
In spite of its associations with Palmer now completely discredited, the home is of interesting

architectural importance. It is a well-preserved example of domestic early Victorian architecture with
shallow roof, return eaves and the distinctive kneewall windows on the front upper floor. The eyebrow
trim around all the front windows gives the storey and a half Victorian home a unique appearance. 

The Childhood Home Of

Daniel David Palmer
214 Mary Street, Port Perry, Ontario

T
t’s difficult to trace the ownership of this property for the period prior to 1866 when Jacob
Roberts was the registered owner. From that date the record of transactions for the property
are vague again until 1891 when it was sold by George Thomson to Margaret Babcock.
Beginning in 1899 it changed hands quite frequently until 1924 when Benjamin Bushley

bought it from Dorman Corbman.  Bushley maintained ownership until 1950 when he sold it to Alymer
and Effie Ploughman. The Ploughmans sold it to Ron and Heather Short in 1983. 

In the Assessment records and the Tax Collectors’ Records for Port Perry, Thomas Palmer was
registered as the owner of this property in 1859 and was living here with his wife and family including
their 7-year-old son Daniel David. Thomas was listed as a cooper (a maker of casks and barrels) and
the 1/2 acre property was listed as valued at £50.  In 1863, Thomas Palmer was still listed as the owner
of the property.  At this time it was evaluated at $150.  The various biographies of Palmer claim that
his family left Port Perry around 1865 and moved to Iowa.  Indeed, in 1866 Daniel David Palmer is
listed as a schoolteacher in Muscatine County, Iowa.

Over the years, the Mary Street home has lost many of its Victorian features such as the decorated
verges and finial, and the verandah has been enclosed, eliminating the gingerbread pillar trim, but the
overall "L" shaped structure with its gables and return eaves are still retained. 
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214 Mary Street, Port Perry. The house in which Daniel Davild Plamer lived while a young boy.

Daniel
David

Palmer
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Samuel Graham Residence
291 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan H 50020, Lot 18

This unique home facing Queen St, at the corner of Simcoe St. was the home
of   Dr. Robert Archer, one of Port Perry’s most loved and respected doctors
during the early 1900s. Dr. Archer, was an accomplished surgeon who moved to
Port Perry to join his brother David at the Archer Medical Clinic in 1897. He

spent the next 30 years caring for the people of Port Perry and neighbouring communities. 
The history of this property dates back to the 1850s when it was owned by Robert Perry. Mr. Perry

sold the corner location to James W. Gamble in 1860. Mr. Gamble, an early settler of Scugog Island
was voted as the township’s first reeve in 1855. 

The property changed hands in 1871, being purchased by
Charles W. Rose, and over the next few years owners included
Edward Major and Samuel Graham, who purchased it in 1885.
The Graham’s owned the property for almost 30 years, during
which time it’s believed they built the present house. It was sold
in 1913 to Arthur Profit, and again in 1919 to John Leask at
which time the property was separated.

Dr. Archer moved into this home in 1920, but after only seven
years the beloved and respected doctor died and it
was sold the following year to Marguerite L.
Baker. Since 1928 the house has been owned by
Elsie Pyatt, Richard Wallace, and Donald and
Grace Milne who bought it in 1954 and owned
it until a few years ago. The present owners are
James P. Murphy and Sandra C. Woolsey.

The house is unique in that it features a large
sloping roof and open ended rafters along the
roof and dormers. Since being purchased by the
present owners, it has been completely re-painted
and renovated.

This picture taken from a post card dated
about 1930 shows the Archer house with an
open porch. It was closed-in sometime later.

Samuel
Graham

Dr. Robt.
Archer
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John Shaw Residence
15398 Simcoe Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 2, Lot 164

This house stands on a 200-acre parcel of land purchased in 1832 by Reuben Crandell.  The
property stretched west from Simcoe Street. Joseph Bigelow and his partners Charles
Paxton and William M. Cochrane bought the eastern 60 acres of this land from Crandell in
1866. John Shaw, a hotelkeeper, bought the lot on which this house stands from the

partnership on July 22 1870 and began building a home for his family.  John Shaw was the son of
Thomas and Charlotte Shaw (see Shaw Homestead, Seagrave, page 89). 

The home remained in the Shaw family until March 1882 when it was sold to Anne Porritt. Ms.
Porritt maintained ownership for twenty years and sold it to Alexander Brown in November 1902 for
$900. Brown died on October 28 1909 and the property was passed to his daughter Agnes. Agnes lived
here until May 1922 when she sold it to John and Cynthia Lowry for $2100.  

In 1930 the Lowrys sold it to Florence Tuff who in turn sold it to Elizabeth Carpenter. For some
reason, the mortgage was foreclosed and the property reverted back to Agnes Brown in 1936. Agnes
retained ownership for another three years. During the next two decades
the home passed through ten different owners. 

In 1968, Ralph and Patricia Price bought the home from Marion
Boynton. Dr Price, a local doctor and his wife Pat, an antique dealer, set
about restoring the home. At this time they also built a 1000 square foot
addition at the rear. This addition contained a large family room, a guest
room and a laundry room. Although new materials were used in the
restoration and the new construction, the Prices obtained original 1840s
details including the fireplace mantel, interior paneling and doors. 

The original part of the house is a typical 1870s storey-and-a-half
structure with a generous verandah stretching the full width of the
building. Above the verandah is a gable with a gothic window.

In 1977 the Prices sold their home and moved to an even older home,
the Christie house near Manchester, where Pat has her antique store.
The proud new owners of the Simcoe Street house were also antique
enthusiasts, Tom and Daphne Mitchell, owners of the Settlement House
Shops on Queen Street in Port Perry.  The present owner is Ryan Edgar.
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William Wilcox Residence
177 Cochrane Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 2, Lot 72, 73

The first person to buy this property from the Bigelow, Paxton, Cochrane alliance was James
Smith who purchased it in January 1872 and then sold it three months later to William M.
Wilcox.  Mr. Wilcox was one of the area’s early shop owners, operating a store called "The
Union" as early as 1869, selling drugs, groceries and liquors. He closed his store in 1873

during the exodus of businesses from Prince Albert and moved to Port Perry where he became an
auctioneer. While a resident of the village, Mr. Wilcox served a number of years as a town councillor and
in 1888, as Deputy Reeve.

The yellow brick home has
a mansard roof, a design
developed in France in the
1600’s and later copied in
North America.  The design
was developed in order to
provide more living space on
the upper level than the
conventional gable roof.  A few
homes were built in Port Perry
using this design but this is
the only remaining Victorian
example. Ownership of the
attractive home was
transferred to Hazzard Wilcox
in February 1879. Almost 33
years later, ownership changed
once again but remained
within the family, this time to
Manuel W. Wilcox. In all, the The living room with its natural wood floors and original fireplace.
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Wilcox family owned and lived in the
home for 40 years.

Cyril C. Jeffrey purchased the
property in February 1924 and it
remained in in his family for more
than 50 years. Following the death of
Mr. Jeffrey in 1953, various members
of the family, including their
daughter Hazel Slemmon, lived here.
In January 1970, Mrs. Slemmon took
over ownership of the estate home
and she lived there until October
1980 when it was sold to Robert and
Patricia Smith.

The Smiths owned the home until
about 2000, when it was sold to the
Kirk Lapointe and Denise Rudnicki.
The house changed hands again in
January 2005 with Mark and Nancy
Bramley the new owners. Less than
six months later it was on the market
and sold again.

Over the years a number of changes
have been made to the home. On the
north-west wall, changes in the
brickwork surrounding the kitchen
window can be clearly seen and the
wall markings of the original wrap-
around verandah on the west wing of
the house can still be seen. That
original verandah has been replaced
at the front door by a semi circular
verandah with a conical roof. The
details of the intricate decorative
woodwork over the upper windows
have been tastefully restored.

A view of the back (east side) of this unique home as it looked when owned by
the Jeffreys in 1941, and below the same view taken in June 2005.

Interior of sunroom, which looks over the property toward Lake Scugog,
and at right, the front attractive solid wood, double front door.
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Elizabeth Paxton Residence
391 Queen St., Port Perry, Ontario

Sometime during the later part of 1870, Thomas, Charles  and George
Paxton, sons of Elizabeth Paxton, had this home built for their mother,
and in March 1871 it was registered in her name. The Paxton family has
enjoyed a proud history in this community. The three Paxton brothers played

a major role in the economic foundations of Port Perry through their development of
several commercial enterprises including the ownership of sawmills and real estate.

Charles Paxton was a partner in the establishment of the Paxton Tate foundry here in 1867, and
was also involved in land development with Joseph Bigelow and lawyer William Cochrane. Joseph
Bigelow married their sister Elizabeth in 1854. 

This prominent property, which overlooked downtown Port Perry and Lake Scugog, remained in
the Paxton family until 1928 when it was sold by Florence (Paxton) Hamilton to Tena and Herbert
Collacutt.  The Collacuts sold the home to Netta Rae in August 1944. On May 26 the home became
the property of Norman and Gladys Kerry.  The Kerrys lived here for twelve years selling it to
Edward and Mary Olliffe in July 27, 1964 for $9,500. Edward  Olliffe worked in the Post Office and
played a leading role in the community’s Sea Cadets. 

The Olliffes sold the house to David and Janice Pashley on April 4, 1985.  The Pashleys sold it a
year later to Gregory and Patricia Isaacs.  The
Isaacs then sold it in 1988 to Don and Pat
McLean.  In July 1991 it was sold to Robert and
Janine Wansbrough. Gordon and Millie King
took possession of the property on July 12, 1995. 

Over the years the stately home has had a
number of renovations and additions but it still
retains its essential shape and appearance.  The
three bay design has a center doorway with
sidelights. The entire home with its generous
and attractive brackets supporting the eaves,
have all been enhanced with the recent addition
of an appropriate verandah across the full
width of the front.

Charles
Paxton

When built in 1871, this home featured an ornate wood fence along the Queen Street frontage.

The former Paxton home as it looked in 2003.



128

Historic Homes / Uxbridge-Scugog

The Carswell Home
14027 Old Simcoe, Prince Albert, Ontario

Concession 5, Lot 17

Oohn Carswell was the first person to
build on this property. John Carswell
was born in London, England in
1790.  His wife Sarah Piper was

eight years younger. 
John and Sarah had married in London

and emigrated to Canada in 1834 during the
massive migration from the British Isles in the
1830s. In Toronto, Carswell perfected his skills
as a watchmaker, working for a number of

jewellers and watchmakers.  With their young
family, the Carswells made their way to Prince
Albert, finally settling here in 1847. Initially
the Carswells lived on King Street beside Aaron
Ross and across the road from Abner Hurd’s
hotel, Rowan Tree Hall. 

He purchased this Old Simcoe Road (then
Simcoe Street) property in 1857 and built this
new home for his retirement.  Sarah died in
1878.  The Carswell’s daughter Lydia married
J.C. Campbell and took over the ownership of
the property as her father’s health declined.  He
died in November 1880.  

The Campbells continued to live here for

over thirty years.  Lydia died in 1915 at the age
of 77 and the property passed to their daughter
Bertha Rose Greaves in 1918. Mrs Greaves
continued to live here until 1946.  In the next
few years the home changed hands several
times until Leo and Doris Taylor bought it in
1959.  The Taylors sold it to Frank Harris and
his wife June in 1967.  

In 1981 this cosy home was bought by Jim
Wills. Over the next few years Jim undertook an
extensive restoration of the home returning it to
its original splendour as a proud craftsman’s
family home. 

The style of the home is simple and unadorned

yet elegant in its simplicity.  This style of
architecture has been occasionally referred to as
"Town Cottage." The low-pitched cottage roof
with shallow eaves presents no opportunity for
the return eaves so common in gabled homes of
the period.  The only occasion for ornamentation
occurs in the front entranceway and the small
gothic windowed gable above. Even here, the
ornamentation was frugal and appropriate for
John and Sarah Carswell and their family. The
careful restoration of the home, through
maintaining the original features, including the
kitchen wing at the rear, has preserved for us a
reflection of the simple yet comfortable life of
the 1850s.
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Introduction
Public buildings such as Libraries, Town Halls and Post Offices have been the

symbols of community interaction since their inception.  The preservation of these
buildings in Uxbridge and Scugog reflect the pride with which these communities
share in those symbols. 

In communities all across the province, many public buildings have been
demolished after their original functions changed.  Indeed, in Port Perry, both the
Town Hall 1873 and the Post Office were slated for demolition in the 1970s.  As a
result of strong civic pride, public minded townsfolk rallied to preserve them. 

In the case of the Port Perry Post Office, its original structure was preserved
while the interior was gutted and rebuilt to serve the needs of the modern postal
services. The 1873 Town Hall was preserved and only a few of the interior details
were changed as it was converted into an excellent concert hall. During 2004-2005
it was again renovated, updated and an addition built to improve the facility.  

The Uxbridge Public Library has similarly been preserved and in 1986 a
modern functional addition was completed in order to serve the community more
efficiently. Unfortunately, the accompanying Bell Tower was did not survive.

In the history of this province, few households have failed to leave some
evidence of their accomplishments. Each person, in death, has left some mark on
the landscape, some more noticeably than others. Across Ontario many burials
took place at the backs of farms, sometimes in a family burial plot, sometimes
only as isolated graves. Sadly and tragically, some were laid to rest in unmarked
locations.  For the successful family, markers of granite or marble take places of
pride in cemeteries across the landscape. Here in Uxbridge, the Foster Memorial
is one of the most unique monuments of its kind in Ontario, if not in the whole of
Canada. Its beauty reflects the romance of its purpose; a memorial for the Foster
family in a most impressive high-art form. The Township of Uxbridge took control
of the beautiful edifice after many years of neglect. Fortunately, their wisdom has
assured that generations to come will be able to enjoy and appreciate this
distinctive architectural gem.

The buildings contained in this chapter belong to the entire community and it
is with an appreciation for those who have gone before us that we express our
admiration for their endeavors.  At the same time we hope that through our own
pride and respect we can inspire future generations to maintain the traditions
and accomplishments of our predecessors. 
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The Thomas Foster Memorial
Concession 7,  Part Lot 7

Plan 40R14557 Part 3 & 4, Uxbridge Township

The name Thomas Foster may have faded quickly after his death,
despite serving as Mayor of Toronto from 1925-28, had he not
built a magnificent monument as a memorial to his wife and
deceased daughter just north of Uxbridge.

Thomas Foster was born near Leaskdale in 1852, and moved to
Toronto when he was a young man to follow in his father’s footsteps as a
butcher.

Over the years, through hard work in his butcher business, but more
by investing in real estate, he amassed a large fortune.

After serving three years as Mayor of Toronto, he set out to explore the
world. Throughout the early 1930s he travelled the globe, taking in China,

131

Heritage Buildings of Interest

Thomas Foster



Egypt, India, Palestine and Japan. It
was during these travels that he fell
in love the the Taj Mahal in India.

Unhappy with the jungle-like
condition of the small cemetery
north of Uxbridge, where his parents
were buried, Mr. Foster decided to
build a memorial for his family.
Using the Taj Mahal as his
inspiration, he hired two respected
architects, James Craig and H.H.
Madill to design the memorial.

When completed, the Foster
Memorial was said to be one of the
finest examples of Byzantine
architecture erected on the North
American continent. It is estimated
that the building, which cost more
than $200,000 to build in 1936,
would cost more than $5 million to
build today.

The Foster Memorial was
dedicated at a special service in the
temple on October 25, 1936 when
Mr. Foster was 84 years of age. He
passed away in 1945 at the age of 93,
leaving no family to inherit his
estate.

Following is a partial description
of the building taken from “The
Thomas Foster Memorial” pamphlet,
which was printed on the occasion of
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The Foster Memorial during construction in the late fall of
1935 or spring of 1936.

The Thomas Foster Memorial as it looked not long after
completion in 1936.

Four columns are a central part of the front entrance area of the Foster.

 



the 50th anniversary of the dedication
of the building in 1936:

The structure is 55’ in width and 60’
in length and is built up in stages of
vertical wall, semidome drum and a
great central dome to a height of 60
feet. The inside diameter of the central
dome is 23 feet and is pierced by 12
stained glass, leaded windows, that in
the east are in the form of a gold cross
on a rich blue background. Circling
the lower part of the dome, above the
great arches in gold lettering on a field
of graded blue mosaic, is the
inscription: Take this my body for it is
done and I have gained a new life,
glorious and eternal.”

Facing west, and providing the
entrance motif, the portico, resting
upon three arches, supported by
monolithic columns, enriched with
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The interior of the Thomas Foster Memorial is rich in terrazzo and marble mosaics. This is the view that greets visitors when they
proceed through the front (west) door and make their way into the great hall, under the large central dome.

A section of the floor with a laurel wreath of victory surrounding the Greek
letters “Alpha and Omega” is located under the centre of the great dome.

 



incised carvings.
Weighted butrasses capped with bronze, reinforce

the flanks of the portico. The roof surfaces are of
copper tile, chemically treated to produce a
permanent green surface. The entrance doors,
window tracery and all metal parts are of bronze.
The windows, the work of Yvonne Williams, are of
hand-painted, fired and leaded glass, the colours and
designs are harmonious and are distributed so as to
flood the interior with soft, colourful light.

The floors are rich coloured terrazzo and marble
mosaics, wrought in symbolic designs. Upon
entering, one crosses the River of Death, on which
floats water lilies and lily pads.

There are 16 marble columns, four to each screen
supporting three arches with pierced marble
tympanium above. The columns are vari-coloured
Italian marbles with carved Devon stone capitals and
desserets.

The southern transept contains three family
sarcophagi, containing the remains of Thomas
Foster, his wife and their daughter.

For many years after the death of Thomas Foster,
the mausoleum was left in the hands of a trust to
maintain and oversee the building.

After years of neglect, and poor maintenance,
considerable damage occurred to the exterior and
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A marble arch greets visitors at the front entrance, and beyond that,
the domed ceiling looms overhead with its intricate mosaics.

A section of the intricate and beautiful mosiacis found
throughout the entire interior of the Foster Memorial.



interior of the building. Fortunately, the care
and stewardship of the memorial was taken
over by the Township of Uxbridge, and work has
already begun on restoration of this unique
building.

The Foster Memorial is reported to be the
only building of its kind on the North American
continent. The memorial is open to the public
the first two Sundays of each month, 1p.m. to 4
p.m., until Thanksgiving. Proceeds from a small
admission fee is used for the ongoing
restoration and maintenance of the temple.

You will find the Foster Memorial, 5 km
north of the town of Uxbridge on Durham
Regional Road 1.
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One of the mosaic columns which support the dome.

A simple marble pulpit flanked by marble pillars.
This is one of the 16  vari-coloured Italian marble columns

with carved Devon stone capitals.
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Floors are made of rich-coloured terrazzo and marble mosaics and when
entering the building, visitors must cross the “River of Death” (above) on which
float water lilies and lily pads.

Three beautiful stain glass windows, above and beside the front entrace, brighten the interior of the mausoleum. The windows
are the creation of Yvonne Williams, an award winning designer of stained glass.

At right, is one of the four monolithic towers which
encircle the great dome. The Indiana limestone is
enriched with carving at the windows and cornice.

 



Town Hall 1873
302 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario

More than 130 years after Port Perry’s Town Hall opened for use, it remains one of the
most important and imposing historical structures in the town. Discussions about
construction of a new town hall began in 1871, but it wasn’t until almost a year later that
plans finally got underway.

Port Perry council passed a by-law about Sept. 1872 to build the town hall on the south-west
corner of Queen and Lilla (Simcoe) St. and construction began during the summer of of the following
year. Most of the exterior work was completed during 1873, with work on the inside taking place
throughout the winter.

In March, the editor of the Observer filed the following progress report: “We had the pleasure the
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Port Perry’s first town hall was built in 1873 on a rise of land at the corner of Queen and Lilla St. (now Simcoe St.) overlooking the
downtown and Lake Scugog. It still stands today as one of the town’s most recognizable landmarks.



other day of visiting our new Town Hall.
The mason work is being done in a
manner which would do credit to any of
our cities and fairly establishes the
reputation of Mr. Wm. Spence, as one of
our most skillful contractors.

The ceiling is really handsome,
surrounded by a fine cornice about six feet
wide with some six or eight centre pieces.
This hall will be no less an ornament to
the village than a credit to the liberality,
enterprise and intelligence of its
inhabitants.”

Although uncompleted, the building
began to be used for a number of events
over the next few months, including a
concert, church services and an election
meeting for Reeve Joseph Bigelow. At this
time the hall was described being “naked
of bricks on its lofty walls and in a general
uncompleted state.”

It’s curious that such an important
building never did have an official
opening, but that may have been because
it took so long to finish, and it was being
used for months before it was completed.
The estimated cost to construct the hall in
1873 was $6,000.

In the last century, the hall has served
as the gathering place for numerous
events and functions, including political
rallies, council chambers, live theatre,
rolling skating and movies. For a short
time it was home to a lingerie factory, and
also housed the local fire department.

During the 1970s the hall was
slated for demolition, but was saved
by a group of local citizens. Since
then Town Hall 1873 has been home
to the Scugog Choral Society,
Borelian's Community Theatre and
many other small community arts
and musical groups. It is also the
site of an annual professional
concert series.

In 1996, the century old hall was
designated a historic site  by the
Historic Sites and Monuments
Board of Canada. 

During 2003-2004 the hall was
completely renovated and enlarged
with additions to the south and
west. Cost of the expansion was
more than one million dollars.
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This view of the tower in front of the Town Hall emphasizes the decorative
brickwork, and window treatments. The three circular windows are located
just above the front entrance.

Three round-topped windows on the north side of the town hall building.
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Plaster mouldings and decorations highlight the arched windows. Most of the original tin ceiling and moulding remains intact.

Lights are suspended from the original tin ceiling
and below, some of the decorative wood trim under
the balcony and along the railing.

Reeve Joseph Bigelow would have been among the dignitaries who
ascended this staircase for the opening of the Town Hall in 1873.
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Uxbridge Public Library
9 Toronto Street, Uxbridge, Ontario

T efore the Joseph Gould Institute was built in 1887, libraries and facilities for lectures and
meetings were held in buildings referred to as Mechanics’ Institutes. In Uxbridge an institute
operated for more than 20 years before the present building, which still stands as a testament
to our forefathers, was erected.

In May 1886 Joseph Gould, who had served
as Chairman of the first Uxbridge Mechanics’
Institute in 1869, offered to build a Mechanics'
Institute for the town on the corner of Toronto
and Brock Streets. Council accepted the
generous proposal and promised to aid Mr.
Gould all it could in carrying out the project.
On June 29, 1886 , one month after his offer to
build the Institute, Mr. Gould passed away.
The town fathers decided to delay
construction until the following year, although
plans continued and the contract was
awarded to Joseph Stopps and Wm. Walker.
By December that year, brick, stone and The Joseph Gould Institute while under construction during 1887.
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lumber were delivered to the site. Bricks were made from clay from the Gould farm on Mill Street and
lumber cut at James Leask’s mill near Leaskdale.

Work got underway early in the spring
and by August the building was nearing
completion. A Seth Thomas clock was
installed in the tower at a cost of $315 during
the summer of 1887. Ironically, a huge
brass bell intended to be installed in the
tower was found to be so heavy and its
vibrations so great it was feared it would
damage the tower. As a result the bell was
installed at the top of the Bell Tower, and
connected to the library clock by a cable,
and used to sound out the hours.

The cost to  construct the impressive
brick building was $4,200, and when it
opened its shelves held more than 5,000
books. The Joseph Gould Institute was
officially opened on December 9, 1887 with
the Hon. G.W. Ross, Minster of Education
delivering an address in the Ontario Hall.

For more than 50 years, librarians lived
in an apartment on the upper level of the
building. It wasn’t until 1895 that the name
of the Institute was changed to the Uxbridge
Public Library. In 1902 the public libraries

The Joseph Gould Institute and the old Bell Tower stand proudly in this late 1890s picture, only a few years after the library was erected.
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inspector reported it was the best equipped library of
its size in Ontario. By 1959, one hundred years after
the Institute was started, the library contained almost
9,000 books.

In 1986, a century after the original building was
constructed, a large, modern addition was constructed
to the south of the present building. The addition was
designed to blend with the old building. Further
renovations, including new cedar shingles, painting
and cleaning of the bricks took place in 1995.

The Public Library continues to be the most
recognizable landmark in Uxbridge to this day.
Visitors to the historic landmark can still view the
clock mechanism in the Gould Room of the library.

A series of shiny, brass gears has kept the Uxbridge
Library clock keeping time day after day for more than a
century. The clock is still wound manually once a week
to keep it ticking.

Plate shows Seth Thomas Clock Co. built this movement in 1887.

A rod extending from the clock mechanism in the Gould
Room turns these gears in the clock tower to operate the
minute and hour hands on all four faces of clock.

This clock was installed in the Uxbridge Public Library
in 1887 and the movement continues to keep time to this
day. It was built by the famous Seth Thomas Clock Co.
from Connecticut, U.S.A.
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Port Perry Post Office
192 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Tirst efforts to construct a new post office in Port Perry began in 1909 when a piece of property
on the south side of Queen St., which had sat vacant since the fire of 1884, was purchased. It
was almost three years later that work finally got underway,
and an official ceremony was finally held in July 1912 at

which time a stone with a simple maple leaf was laid at the northwest
corner under the tower.

Construction was slow and ongoing delays made it necessary to
open a temporary post office at the rear of the new building, in the
Armories Hall, during the fall of 1913.

The clock, which was brought from England, was installed in April
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1914 and began operation shortly after, although
there were many problems keeping it
operational. Samuel Farmer, publisher of The
Port Perry Star reported the following: “the clock
has scarcely formed the habit of running
regularly yet. Sometimes it 'strikes' and
sometimes it goes 'on strike' and then of course,
it neither goes nor strikes."

The clock was wound manually once a week
and underwent maintenance every couple of
weeks to keep it in good working order.

John Warren Burnham was the first
postmaster in the new Post Office, and served in
that capacity until his death in 1928. In total Mr.
Burnham served 45 years as the local post
master.

The new post office was unique in Ontario, as
many small communities which secured post
office buildings at this time were similar in style.
The foundation walls were two feet thick, of
white dressed stone and the basement was a full
ten feet high. A total of 300,000 bricks were used
to construct the building. The exterior brick
walls are 17 inches thick on the ground floor, and
13 inches thick on the second floor and tower.
The overall height of the tower was 61 feet.

The ground floor of the new building had 14’
ceilings and consisted of three sections; a

An interior view of the Port Perry Post Office lobby as it looked in 1953.

Construction on the new Port Perry post office was well underway when
this picture was taken during the spring of 1913.
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working space 23’5” x 17’3”; a
public lobby 8’3” x 23’5”; and a
hallway 8’8” which ran the full
length of the back of the building
to the mail entrance on the west
side.

The second floor ceilings were
11’5” high, and provided a special
office for the Inland Revenue and
three other large offices. An attic
floor, became an apartment for the
caretaker.

The Armory, located at the
back of the post office was one-
storey without a basement. It was
divided into an Armory Room 20’ x
26’, Commissioned Officers rooms,
and lavatories. The main entrance
was from the alley running along
the west side of the building.

There have been many changes to the original building, including a large addition at the rear, and
interior changes, but the main structure still remains today.

Left: the clock tower at the Post Office, as it looks from
the  outside of the building.

Above: inside the tower, gears extending from the
timing mechanism towards the clock face, which is lit at
night with three dangling light bulbs.

Below: the clock mechanism.
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R.C.M.P., 94
Reader, Charles, 28
Reader House 8
Reader, J. Nelson, 27, 28
Reader, John, 28
Reader, Joseph, 27
Reader, William, 27
Reamsbottom, Mabel and
Neil, 92
Reesor, Bryan and Ramona,
101
Rekker, iebe and Mary, 110
Ruhl, Chris and Joanna, 115
Richards, Vivienne, 85
Rideau Canal,  7, 10

Robbins, Robert, 83
Robbins, Mr., 109
Roland, Manitoba, 84
Romano, Ray, 99
Rose, Charles, 100, 123
Rosebrugh, Margaret, 72
Ross, Aaron and Lucinda,
93, 128
Ross, David L., 120
Ross, Hon. G.W., 141
Rowe, James, 104
Rudnicki, Denise, 126
Rupert, Adam, 29
Rynard, Jacob, 22
Rynard, John Milton, 22

S
Sanderson, Joseph, 14
Sangster, W.A., 49
Scott, Mary, 91
Sebert, John and Adele, 19
Sexton, Charles, 83
Sexton, William, 118
Sharp, Col. Samuel, 52-55
Sharp, Mabel, 54
Sharpe, Samuel, 115
Shaw, John, 124
Shaw, Thomas and
Charlotte, 89, 124
Simpson, Napier, 10
Slemon, Hazel, 126
Small, Charles, 45
Smart, Beth, 60
Smith, Charlotte, 63
Smith, James, 125
Smith, Mildred, 112
Smith, Robert and Pat, 126
Smith, Thomas & Mary, 92
Snider, Samuel, 10
Spence, William, 138
Spencer, Mary, 92
Star, Dr. F.H., 49
Stearman, William, 11
Stephen, Robert and
Nordra, 60
Stewart, Dr Martin and
Adrianne, 79-82
Stone, George, 90
Stone, John and Ruth, 103
Stonework, 8
Stopps, Joseph, 141
Stott, George and Patricia,
88

Stoutenberg, Hiram, 115
Stoutenberg, James, 115
Stoutenberg, Luke and
Elizabeth (Case), 114, 115
Stoutenberg, Peter, 115
Stronach, Donald and
Marianne, 90 
Swan, James and Grace
(Cormack), 101 

T
Taylor, Henry, 83
Taylor, Leo and Doris, 128
Thomas, Seth, 141,142
Thompson, Charles, 20
Thompson, Donald and
Grace, 92
Thompson, Edward and
Isabella, 92
Thompson, George, 122
Thompson, John, 118
Thompson, Peter and Janet,
96
Thompson, G.H., 32
Tiffin family, 59
Todd, Samuel, 73
Torrence Properties, 76
Townsend, Wayne and
Nancy, 104
Tuff, Florence, 124

U
Udora, Ontario, 67
Umphrey, Samuel and
Elizabeth, 67
Underhill, Joan and John,
19
Uxbridge Pinao and Organ
Company, 67, 72

V
Victor, Joseph and Delores,
95
Vyvyan, Hartley, 59

W
Walker, Edward, 91
Walker, William, 91,141
Wallace, Richard, 123
Wansbrough, Robert and
Janine, 127

Ward, Glen, 19
Ward, Robert, 115
Warren, Harold B., 60
Watson, Frank, 34
Weldon, George, 71
Weldon, Janet, 72
Weldon, John, 10
Weldon, Marcus, 11
Welland Canal, 7
Wells, E.H., 84
Wesleyan Episcopal Church,
89
Wheler, Edmund, 75
Wheler, Edward, 51
Wheler, Fanny, 51
Wheler, George, 75
Whitby, John and Kathleen,
96
Whitmore, Nellie, 101
Wideman, Ralph and Cora,
115
Wilcox, Hazzard, 125
Wilcox, Manuel, 125
Wilcox, William, 97, 125,
126
Wilkin, James, 110
Williams, Alonzo and Mary
(Bascom), 65, 66
Williams, Elias, 65, 83, 100
Williams, Madison, 87, 88,
100
Williamson, Alex & Elma, 64
Wills, Jim, 128
Wilson, Ed., 84
Wilson, Enid, 49
Wilson, Graham, 13
Wilson, Hilliard, 13
Wilson, James, 51
Wilson, John S., 49
Wilson, Lloyd & Olive, 13
Wilson, Gary and Helen, 23
Wilson, Ted and Kip, 34
Winnington-Ball, Ilene, 74
Wood, Major James, 63
Wood, Jim & Lorraine, 49
Woodman, steamship, 104
Woolsey, Sandra, 123
Wright, Margaret, 22 
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Yarnold, S.C., 96
Young, Edwin, 32
Young, Jim and Caroline, 37
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