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UXBRIDGE: THE GOOD OLD DAYS

Before moving on to take a look at the people and events that specifically
shaped Uxbridge and area during the 1950s and 1960s, we thought it
would be interesting to look back and examine the fads, fashions, music

and changes which took place across the country.
Following World War II, thousands of young soldiers returned home to pick

up their lives and start young families, with new homes and jobs. With an
energy never before experienced, industry expanded to meet peacetime needs.
Young consumers began buying goods not available during the war, which
created jobs and growth, and the baby boom was  underway...

The fifties were a time of excess, and the young generation
leaped into their new lives with great passion and energy. They
purchased shiny new cars and homes, tuned-in rock ‘n roll music,
returned to the movies and had their first look at television.

Fashion successes during this period included blue jeans and
poodle skirts for the young set. The
girls sported pony tails, while the guys
sported flat tops and crew cuts. Of
course in the business world, fifties
clothing was still conservative with
men wearing gray flannel suits, and
women wore dresses with pinched
waist bands and high heels.

Some of the popular activities and
fads of this era were scanning the
sky for flying saucers, watching
American Bandstand, Superman,
The Honeymooners and westerns on
television. Fad hits with the young

set included hula hoops, slinky, silly
putty and Davy Crockett hats.

When it came to music during the
1950s, the first thing that comes to mind
is rock ‘n roll. This style of music with its
strong beat was popular with teens trying to
break out of the mainstream middle age mold.
Teens kept their ears tuned to transistor
radios to listen to their favourite disc-jockeys
pump out tunes from the likes of Bill Haley,
Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis and other
popular crooners.

The Fabulous
1950s & 1960s



And while rock ‘n roll was on the rise, popular artists of the late 1940s
were still at the top of their careers. Singers like Perry Como, Tony
Bennett, Dean Martin, The Mills Brothers, Patti Page and others
held their popularity well into the decade.

Many advancements in the field of music technology took place
during the fifties. The Seeburg company produced the first jukeboxes
to play 45 rpm singles, and 10-inch  long-play albums (LPs) were
introduced. In 1950 the cost of a long-play album ranged from $3 to $5.

Among the greatest excesses of the fifties was the automobile. Cars
became large and ornate as American car designers manufactured
vehicles ranging from exotic to ugly as they introduced large tail fins,
dazzling grills, heavy chrome trim and hardtop convertibles. Big V-8

engines and three-toned paint jobs helped cars like the
1957 Chevrolet sell extremely well, while others

like Ford’s Edsel were doomed from the
start. Overall the public loved their

powerful cars and the romantic
convertibles, and all manner

of size, shape and style of
cars began cruising the
highways.

The advent of television during this decade
provided the most far reaching change in society. In the
early fifties, young people watched TV more hours than
they went to school. Television sitcoms like Father
Knows Best, The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet and I
Love Lucy were among the most popular of this time,
but families also sat down on Sunday nights to watch

Disneyland and The Ed Sullivan Show.
While television caused the movie industry some

concern, people still went to the movies. Musicals were very
popular and theatres were filled for the likes of Singin’ In

The Rain, South Pacific and The King and I. Other movies of
this decade included African Queen, Ben Hur, A Streetcar
Named Desire and Bridge On The River Kwai.

Some of the more popular
movie stars to grace the big screen
during this period were
Humphrey Bogart, Gary Cooper,
Audrey Hepburn, Grace Kelly
and Charlton Heston, but the
younger viewers were being

attracted by new actors and
actresses like Marilyn Monroe, Paul

Newman, Ava Gardner, Dean Martin
and Jerry Lewis, and James Dean.

With more leisure time and personal prosperity,
people also turned to sports for entertainment.

Sports heroes like Jackie Robinson, Hank Aaron
and Wilt Chamberlain became household names and

people gathered around their radios and televisions to

LIFE IN THE FIFTIES & SIXTIES
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watch and listen to broadcasts of baseball, basketball
and boxing.  And thanks to television, people for
the first time were able to watch the Olympics in
the comfort of their homes.

The sixties ushered in a new age... the
age of youth. Millions of children

from the post-war baby boom
became teenagers and young

adults. The movement away from the
conservative fifties’ styles and ideals
continued and eventually resulted in
revolutionary ways of thinking and real
change in the cultural fabric of life. No
longer was youth content with the image

of the generation ahead of them. Young people wanted change,
and the changes affected education, values, lifestyles, laws, and
entertainment. They swayed fashion, the fads and the politics.

Skateboards were introduced as a way to stay fit during this
decade and Barbie dolls, and G.I. Joe became a huge success. Slot
cars overtook toy trains in popularity. 

The 1960s began with crew cuts for men and bouffant hairstyles for
women. Men's casual shirts were often plaid and buttoned down the
front, and knee-length dresses were required wear for women in most
public places. But by mid-decade miniskirts or hot pants, often worn with
go-go boots, revealed legs, bodywear revealed curves and women's hair was
either very short or long and lanky. Men's hair became
longer and wider, with beards and mustaches. 

In 1960, Elvis returned to the music scene from the US
Army, joining the other white male vocalists at the top of
the charts; Bobby Darin, Neil Sedaka, Paul Anka, Del
Shannon and Frankie Avalon. Teenagers, however, were
ready for a change and
Motown Records
became a
standard
with a
new

UXBRIDGE: THE GOOD OLD DAYS
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sound from groups like The Supremes, Smoky Robinson, and the
Temptations. The Beach Boys and Jan & Dean introduced a new brand of
West Coast music and the Beatles burst into popularity with innovative
rock music that appealed to all ages. 

Another major change in popular music in the mid-1960s was caused in
part by the drug scene. Acid Rock, highly amplified and improvisational, and
the more mellow psychedelic rock gained prominence. Jefferson Airplane and
The Grateful Dead grew out of the counterculture in 1967. The musical
phenomena of the decade was Woodstock, a three-day music festival that
drew 400,000 hippies and featured peace, love, happiness...and drugs.

At the movies, musicals continued to be popular with productions of
The Sound of Music and My Fair Lady and Walt Disney productions
offered family entertainment with animated films like 101 Dalmations and
Pinocchio.

During the 1960s, movies became more political, commenting on the
arms race as in Dr. Strangelove. Sex became more explicit, and
occasionally non-traditional, as in Midnight Cowboy, Bob and Carol and
Ted and Alice, and the Graduate. James Bond was big, screening six
movies during this time. Dr. No, From Russia With Love and Goldfinger
combined sex and violence and were enormously popular.  Previous taboos on sex, violence and language
were ignored. 

Radio continued to be the primary means of listening to music.  The major development was a change
from primarily AM to FM.  Radio was supplemented by American Bandstand, watched by teens from
coast to coast.  They not only learned the latest music, but how to dance to it.  When Chubby Checker
introduced the twist on the show in 1961, a new craze was born, and dancing became an individual
activity. The Mashed Potato, the Swim, the Watusi, the Monkey and the Jerk followed the Twist,
mimicking their namesakes. Each new dance often lasted for just a song or two before the next one came

along. Eventually the names and stylized mimicry ceased and the dancers just moved
however they wanted. For those who preferred watching the dancers, Go-go girls, on
stages or in bird cages, danced above the crowd. 

Television offered a prime time cartoon show, The Flintstones which appealed to
both children and adults and set off a trend that included Alvin & the Chipmunks, the

Jetsons and Mr. Magoo. The Andy Griffith Show was the epitome of prime time
family television and ran for most of the decade. The Beverly

Hillbillies heralded the rise of the sitcom. The supernatural and
science fiction blended in many of the popular shows, including

Bewitched, The Addams Family, My Favorite Martian,
Star Trek and the Twilight Zone.

There were many other
noteable events, people and
issues during this time, but
unfortunately space has run out. 

Now, let’s move on and see
what happened in Uxbridge
during these two fabulous
decades... the 1950s and 1960s.

LIFE IN THE FIFTIES & SIXTIES
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Now, more than ever before, as I look back on my childhood
it’s much easier to appreciate what a special time it was for
young people growing up in Uxbridge. Researching this book

became a wonderful trip down memory lane as I flipped through
thousands of pages of old newspapers, rediscovering events that
reminded me of a time not so long ago.

Through this  introduction to Uxbridge: The Good Old Days I will
will share a few special memories of my youthful days in Uxbridge, at
a time when when innocence and imagination could transport a
young lad anywhere.

My childhood days in Uxbridge were undoubtedly much like those
of all other youngsters of that time. When not in school we spent most
of our time outside playing with friends, fishing and exploring, as
television was a new invention, and video games, home computers and
the internet were yet to be invented.

There were plenty of things to explore and enjoy around Uxbridge
and during the summer our days were spent at the pond swimming,
hiding under the waterfalls beside the old mill, catching brook trout
along the fast flowing creek, and crawling under the Brock St. stores
to explore and play among the huge ice formations which remained
until late summer hidden in the dark abyss.

Elgin Pond was always a favourite spot of Uxbridge youth, who
spent many hours swimming in the cool, spring-fed water during the
hot days of summer. To make the pond water feel warmer, kids would
often submerge themselves in the cold spring water which ran
constantly into the horse trough by the road, then run as fast as
possible back to the dock and dive in the pond. After a refreshing swim,
the old canon beside the beach, heated by the afternoon sun, was a great
place to lay and dry off .

As kids with no fear, we would swim across a short section of the
pond from the dock to the opening at the top of the waterfall, where
we let the rushing water flatten us against the boards holding back
the pond water. We often found ourselves climbing out of the pond,
right where the water rushed through the flume under the street,
using these boards as our foothold. 

The waterfall beside Husband’s Mill, although dangerous, lured
many a young lad, including myself, to cross the road and climb down
the stone wall beside the mill. Here we would carefully inch our way
under the waterfall to hide from friends. Often, due to the slippery
green moss on the cement, the force of the water coming over the falls
would sweep us off our feet and send us sliding down the cement
flume into the raging water at the bottom of the falls.

Of course, the churning water at the bottom of the falls was also a
great fishing hole, and we would spend hours with our lines in the
water trying to catch the big brook trout we’d see trying to swim up

� Introduction �
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the cement flume to the falls and the pond. Occasionally, if the trout ventured too close to the
edge, we could lean over and slap them out of the current with our bare hand. Here we would
pounce on them with great delight, as they flipped and flopped trying to get back to the water.

There didn’t seem to be any lack of “dangerous” and exciting spots to explore as young lads
and another of these was crawling around the dark, cool spaces under the Brock St. stores.
Access was obtained at the rear of the stores where the creek ran under the road. It was
always dark and cool under the buildings, and even during the middle of the hot summer,
large ice stalactites, which had formed from dripping water during the winter, managed to
survive the summer heat.

Another intriguing place we played was known as the Big Bridge, a raised railway
trestle located north of town, and just east of the Main St. railway crossing. By the time I
became a young explorer it was simply known as the ‘BB Bridge’ and as young lads we spent
many enjoyable hours playing in its shadow and climbing on the large timbers. It was a
challenge for us to climb underneath the bridge and hang on as trains sped by overhead,
shaking the entire structure; or runing up the hill and placing pennies on the track, only to
find them flattened on the ground after the train had passed. 

I revisited the BB Bridge in June 2001, to see if it was still there and as intimidating as
it seemed when we were kids. The answer to both questions was yes. 

Possibly one of the activities I enjoyed most was fishing by myself along the Uxbridge
Creek. I would spend hours every weekend walking along the creek dropping my line into
every hole in which a brook trout could be hiding. When successful, I’d run back home with
my fresh catch, clean them, then cook them in butter in a hot frying pan. My Mom and I loved
the taste of brook trout and we would sit down at the kitchen table, sprinkle them with salt
and devour the tasty meal, smacking our lips in delight when finished.

It wasn’t unusual in those days to take off every weekend on our bikes and pedal south of
town to an area we knew as the ‘Rifle Ranges,’ where we would spend an entire day playing in
the sand and bush. Our imaginations ran wild, playing army games, cowboys and indians, or
any other wild adventures our minds could conjure up.

The Maples Park was also a favourite weekend getaway, and when it opened to the public,
its three swimming pools, horseback riding facilities, and playgrounds attracted hundreds
every weekend. On occasion, if there wasn’t a ride available, we would pedal on our bicycles to
the park, which was located five miles south of town.

Winters were not much different. A group of us would strap on our skiis and head out
‘cross-country’ to another area we called ‘Duck Hollow.’ Here we would spend the entire day
skiing, exploring and playing, returning home as the sun fell behind the horizon, starving and
exhausted from the day’s outing.

As a young boy growing up in Uxbridge, hockey was one of the main sports during the
winter, and we enjoyed pulling on our musty equipment every Saturday morning to play in
the Kinsmen Hockey League at the old arena. We also spent a lot of time at the arena
watching hockey games, in particular the Black Hawks who won the Ontario Championship
when I was quite young. I remember them being brought into town on top of the firetruck and
hundreds of people gathered at the corner of Brock and Toronto Streets, where a huge bonfire
was lit to celebrate the event.

The arena was a very busy spot during the winter, and another of the popular activities
was skating. There was public skating both Saturday afternoon and evening, and the arena
was packed with kids in the afternoons and adults and kids in the evening, skating to music.
As I recall, one of the most popular tunes that was piped through the ancient speakers was
called “Green Door.”

These are just a few of my memories of Uxbridge this book has revived. I hope it will bring
back many fond memories for others who grew up at this time.
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Life
In The
Fifties

Perhaps more than any other decade during the 20th century, the
1950s presented a time for the residents of Uxbridge and area to band
together to demonstrate the possibilities the town offered.

While Uxbridge could not be considered a boom-town, it did
experience and enjoy modest growth, with its population expanding from
about 1,700 to more than 2,300 by the end of the decade. It was during
this same period that methods of communication improved, as the town
moved from an operator-based telephone system to modern, new dial
telephones.

Without a doubt, the most ambitious project undertaken by the
community during the 1950s was the building of a much-needed hospital.
By the end of 1951, a site and plans had been approved, but funding
troubles began almost immediately. The size of the hospital was scaled
back and construction finally got underway in 1954. But once again delays
due to lack of funding made the project drag on, and finally a mechanics’
lien was placed on the building in 1957 for non-payment to the contractor.
Undaunted, the community, led by its determined hospital board and
town fathers, came together and raised the necessary funds. Finally,
almost a decade after the initial planning, Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
opened with great pride and fanfare.

Throughout the 1950s, town officials showed little concern for
important heritage structures, resulting in the destruction of some of the
town’s most unique and historic buildings. First of these to be torn down
was the old Bell Tower, built beside the library on Toronto St. in 1884.



LIFE IN THE FIFTIES & SIXTIES

14

Next to fall victim to the wreckers was the 1884 Market Hall on Brock
St. with its unique mansard roofline. Also dismantled at this time was the
old Fire Hall and council chambers next to the Market Hall. The third
landmark, Joseph Gould’s historic Oatmeal Mill on Pond St., built in 1887,
simply and slowly collapsed the day before Christmas in 1957 due to many
years of neglect and lack of maintenance.

On the brighter side, progress was evident and Uxbridge appeared to
be getting bigger and better as the decade progressed. The Roxy theatre
installed a large new silver screen; the town began an ambulance service;
a nine-hole golf course was opened on the Kydd farm; the public and high
schools both experienced expansion; St. John’s School was officially
opened; Comco Stampings and Fritz W. Glitsch moved into town and built
factories; the Times-Journal moved into a modern, new facility; Uxbridge
Co-operatives enlarged its operation; the town constructed a new fire hall;
and numerous businesses expanded, renovated and grew. It was a good
time for business and the town prospered.

Socially, service clubs, church organizations and other groups never
appeared to be stronger or more committed to the community. Dozens of
groups including the Hospital Auxiliary, IODE, Kinsmen, Kiwanis Clubs,
Royal Canadian Legion, Red Cross, Chamber of Commerce, Cubs, Scouts
and Guides invested thousands of volunteer hours in the community
raising money and donating to worthy local projects. There is little doubt
that the health and strength of a community can be measured by its
people, and Uxbridge proved to have both by these standards.

One of the highlights of this decade was Uxbridge being honoured by
becoming the second town in Canada, and first in Ontario, to be presented
a Coat of Arms, which was ceremoniously presented by the Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario and covered by a half-hour broadcast on CBC.

Another first during this decade was the election of the town’s second
female councillor, Nellie Kydd. Mrs. Kydd went on to become mayor in the
next decade, but her leadership opened up the field of municipal politics to
many women over the years. Police Chief Ellenberger became the town’s
first police chief after council decided not to renew its contract with the
OPP, opting instead to set up its own police force.

This is just a sampling of the events and activities of the 1950s, but
you will find much more as you flip through the pages and re-live this
exciting time in the history of Uxbridge.
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Uxbridge 1950
January 1950

Council returned by acclamation. Mayor Robert J. Harris, Reeve Rae
Ferguson, and councillors T.R. Rosebrugh, Russel Gray, Fred Kelland, A.G.
Tipper, W.O. Simpson, Donald Smith.

Sunday train service through Uxbridge to Toronto is cancelled January 8,
due to shortage of coal.

Two elderly Udora ladies, Florence Shier and Catherine Clissold, were
found dead in their home, suffocated by gas from the coal stove.

Uxbridge Reeve Rae Ferguson was elected on the first vote at Ontario
County Council to the seat of Warden of Ontario County for 1950. John M.
Low was the last Uxbridge reeve to hold this position, in 1936.

Ted Croxall elected president of Ontario County Junior Farmers Assoc.
Men of prominence from Uxbridge - Gordon McLean, the County

Assessor; Dr. Horace Bascom, the County Sheriff; and Robert Harris,
president of the County Bar Association.

February 1950
The Park Pond store and residence of Mr. and Mrs. A. Garrett was

destroyed by fire. Valiant work by the fire brigade kept the fire confined to
one building. Damage was estimated at $12,000.

A nominating committee was named to bring a list of people to a meeting
to form an Uxbridge area Chamber of Commerce.

March 1950
Joseph John Nation, 87, son of early pioneer and physician, Dr. John

Nation, passed away Feb. 25 with the funeral at Quaker Hill cemetery.
The second annual meeting of the Cottage Hospital was held with the

following being elected for 1950: Robt. J. Harris, president; J.M. Low, vice-
president; George Calbeck, treasurer and Mrs. T.R. Rosebrugh, secretary.

A Chamber of Commerce organization has been formed in Uxbridge with
the following officers elected: Burt Moore, president; Art Lee, vice-president,
Harvey V. Watson, secretary and Wilfred H. Gould, treasurer. Directors Alex
Williamson, Lorne Andrews, Gordon MacKellar, Sid Bermack, Comrie Ward,
Thos. McKnight, Wilmot Croxall and Howard Harper.

April 1950
Uxbridge Kinsmen put tickets on sale for $1 each, for a brand new Meteor

car, with the draw to be held May 24 at Elgin Park.
Anthony Babick, opens a grocery, fruits and vegetable store in the former

Lyons Bros. store in the Hardy Block.
May 1950

Former Uxbridge-Journal publisher, Albert V. Nolan, dies at his home in
Stouffville.

Flt. Lt., Frank George Welch, of Uxbridge, was killed in an air crash at
Oxford, England. He was an instructor with the Oxford University Air
Squadron.

The May 24th celebrations in Uxbridge were the largest in many years. A
crowd of 7,000 attended and cars were so numerous the fence into the Gould
field had to be taken down to allow parking.

RAE FERGUSON
Elected Warden of Onario

County for 1950

BURT MOORE
First Uxbridge Chamber of

Commerce President

ALBERT V. NOLAN
Former publisher of the

Uxbridge Journal
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June 1950
The first day of June marked half a century for Andrew M. MacPhail to be

located in the same store in Uxbridge. Mr. MacPhail took over the grocery,
boot and shoe departments of the former Anson T. Button store in 1900.

Ralph Barber, son of Mr. Harry Barber, Uxbridge is the assistant secretary
of the Toronto Hockey League.

More than 300 Junior Farmers from Ontario County attended a Field Day
held in Uxbridge.

A new industry is about to locate in Uxbridge. Fritz W. Glitsch & Sons Inc.
of Dallas, Texas, have leased the former Clyde Machine Shop effective June
15.

Uxbridge Township ratepayers and school trustees voice approval for the
formation of a single school board for the area.

Uxbridge Legion presented Comrade Dr. Butcher with a gift on the
occasion of his leaving town. Dr. Butcher was instrumental in the building of
a new Legion Hall.

The Uxbridge recreation committee has arranged for Miss Joyce Pollock to
conduct life saving classes for boys and girls at Elgin Pond.

July 1950
Mr. John Wall has arrived from Dallas, Texas and work has started at the

new plant of Fritz W. Glitsch. The first press, weighing 17.5 tons, arrived by
rail last week.

Mrs. Lorne (Eleanor) Bagshaw, of Udora, and her grandson Michael
Snoddon, drowned in the Black River above the Peers mill pond. Mrs.

Bagshaw was trying to save young Michael at the
time of the tragedy.

A thief made his way into the Uxbridge Creamery
and made off with $200 cash.

The RIO Theatre, (later Roxy) Uxbridge is showing
"Night And The City" with Richard Widmark, and
"The Gunfighter" with Gregory Peck.

August 1950
The newly formed Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce

requested council to remove the boulevard on Brock
St., between Toronto and Main Streets, to facilitate
angle parking.

Ross Murray Electric moved into his new premises,
next door to Fetter's Theatre Grill, and held an official
opening September 2. Mr. Norman Alexander has also
moved his real estate office into the new location.

The boulevard on the south side of Brock St., from
Canadian Tire Corp. to Wilf (Shorty) Forsyth's corner
was removed and re-cemented.

September 1950
V.P. Stouffer, leader of the Uxbridge Citizen's Band,

announced the first practice of the fall term to be held
at Joe Watson's Hall.  

Glenn Gould, 17-year-old grandson of Mr. and Mrs.
T.G. Gould of Uxbridge, is attracting a great deal of
attention. He has performed with both the Royal
Conservatory Symphony Orchestra and with the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra.

HORACE BASCOM
Sheriff of the County of Ontario

ANDREW M. MacPHAIL
Uxbridge businessman

for half a century
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The south east corner of Brock and Toronto Streets about 1958 with its familiar landmark, the Library and the Roxy Theatre.

Downtown Uxbridge about 1954, with the Market Building, fire hall and other old structures on the north side of Brock St.

Downtown Uxbridge circa 1955
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Alex Williamson held an open house at his recently renovated Imperial
Esso station, with a big crowd in attendance. Mr. Williamson's own orchestra
provided music in the evening for a dance in the newly renovated repair
shop.

The office of Town Clerk, W. Edward Remion, has been moved to the Art
Forsyth Block, next door east of the Times-Journal office.

October 1950
Two young Toronto pilots were killed when their rented plane crashed in

the Dagmar Hills, south of Uxbridge.
W.F. Marquis, auctioneer in the area for over 40 years, is leaving town to

live with his daughter in Cornwall.
Mr. C.B. Willis is remodeling the store formerly occupied by Mr. H.

Chalmers as a bakery and confectionary store and when completed will be
occupied by Mr. W.S. Hochberg, Dominion Dry Goods.

The assessment rolls shows the population of Uxbridge at 1,754, compared
to 1,677 in 1949.

The old dam at the rear of the stores in town has at last given way owing
to lack of attention, and unless it is fixed at once, before the frost comes,
much more damage will result. For some years now the spillway has been
gradually rotting away and the flow of water instead of going over the
spillway has been falling behind the dam, with the result that it has finally
worn a hole in the east bank, which went out last week. The steady flow of
water is gradually wearing a still larger hole in the bank, which if left in its
present condition will mean damage back of the stores when the spring
floods come.

November 1950
More than 200 guests attended the annual Warden's Banquet at the

Music Hall, in a show of high esteem for County Warden Rae M. Ferguson of
Uxbridge.

Mr. Arthur M. St. John and his wife are moving temporarily to Yarker,
Ontario, where he has been appointed station agent. Mr. St. John has been
station agent  for the CNR in Uxbridge for 35 years.

High winds and upwards of 14 inches of snow created many problems
around Uxbridge. Hydro went off due to a break in the line, and residents
were left five or six hours without power.

December 1950
W.S. Hochberg is busy moving into his new store which features large

windows, new shelving, counters, display cases and fluorescent lighting.
L. James (Jim) Keating has given up his job delivering milk in town to

give full-time to his two new jobs. First as manager of the Brock Memorial
Arena, and second, as village policeman.

Co-op manager Ed Latcham estimates a loss of about $300 after burglars
broke through the front door of the Co-op and made off with goods, including
hardware, a rifle and ammunition.

Uxbridge council was elected by acclamation with Robt. J. Harris, mayor;
Rae Ferguson, reeve and all councillors from the last term returning.

Warden Rae Ferguson was presented with a gold watch at the closing
session of Ontario County Council in Whitby.

VICTOR STOUFFER
Leader of the Uxbridge

Citizen’s Band

JOHN WALL
Arrives from Texas to
start Fritz W. Glitsch

WILLIAM HOCHBERG
Moves into new store

on Brock Street
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VIVIAN M. HARE
Leading citizen in village

for 55 years.

C. PERCY KING
Retires from butcher

business

ART LEE
Purchases Whitney Bros.

furnishing business.

1951
January 1951

Rodman Welding Works had to blast the brick work away from the large
boiler they are removing from the former Gold Medal factory.

One of Uxbridge's leading citizens, Vivian Malcolm Hare passed away on
January 20 in his 86th year. He had been a resident of the village for 55
years.

Young Glenn Gould was featured at the Toronto Symphony Orchestra's
annual Bonus Concert at Massey Hall.

Council is urged by Harold J. Cave, Times-Journal editor, to look at the
fine two-storey residence and property of Miss M. Gould on Toronto Street
south, to be used for the site of a hospital for the village.

February 1951
President Art Lee of the Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce selected the

committee chairman for 1951: Robert J. Harris, Industrial; Sid Bermack,
Commercial; William Gould, Civic; Ken Marcellus, Agriculture; Bruce
MacDonald, Membership.

R.J. Harris, president of the Cottage Hospital Board, responding to
suggestions by the Times-Journal editor, said the Gould residence had been
seriously considered by the board and it is impractical and uneconomical to
attempt to build a hospital into a structure built for other purposes.

Members of the Uxbridge Fire Brigade attended a complimentary
banquet at the Mansion House to honour three retiring firemen: C.P. King,
William Musselman and John M. Low.

March 1951
Fred Whitney, who operated the gents shoe, boot and furnishing business

in Uxbridge for 33 years, retired and sold the stock and business to Mr. Art
Lee, who has been in the same line of business for the past three years. The
Whitney's took over the boot and shoe business of the late W.H.
Brownscombe in the fall of 1918.

The butcher business of Mr. C. Percy King and Mr. Archie Knight closes.
The two men have decided to retire from the business they have run since
becoming partners in 1913. 

Mr. Henry Leask has disposed of his tobacco, billiard and bowling
business to Mr. Ted Bates. Mr. Leask purchased the business from Gordon
MacLean when he came to town in 1929.

The Kinsmen Club of Uxbridge paid the last installment of their $5,000
pledge to the new Cottage Hospital.

Uxbridge received delivery of its new La France combination fire truck
and pumper.

The Theatre Grill, operated by C. Fetter for the past seven years, was
sold to Tom Boyes of Toronto, an experienced restaurateur.

April 1951
Mrs. Elsa Neal of Uxbridge writes a book of childrens’ verses called “Diana

Lee.” The book is to be published in England and will appear in the Canadian
market in a few months.

Excavation for the large new store to be erected by the Uxbridge Farmers
Co-operative at the corner of Brock and Victoria St. began last week with
blasting out the cement foundations of the old building on the site.



One cent mail is a thing of the past now, as two cents postage is required
on all greeting cards, printed postcards, circulars, etc.

The Quaker Hill Women's Institute is formed, with 18 ladies from the
surrounding areas becoming members. Elected were Mrs. Milton Cornish,
president; Mrs. Turner Forsyth, 1st vice-president; Mrs. Ed Noble, 2nd vice-
president and Mrs. Wm. Jones, secretary.

May 1951
McGuire and Low furniture have added 714 sq. ft. of space to their store.

Carpenters H. Barber and F. Thom constructed a wide archway between the
old store and the store formerly occupied by King and Knight butchers.

Work on the new factory being erected on Reach St. is underway and when
completed a new 72'x72' building will house an industry that manufactures
office supplies.

An agreement was completed between Uxbridge council and the
Department of Highways, who took over that portion of Hwy. #47 (Toronto St.)
running through Uxbridge from the south entrance of town to Brock Street,

then along Brock St. to the eastern end of the town limits.
Uxbridge civic employees went on strike for higher pay. The current rate is 80c per hour and they

are demanding 90c per hour.
Bill Wood's new planing mill and sash and door works is ready for business as soon as the Hydro

get their end of the power line installed.
Garnet Gray successfully graduated as an optometrist from the College of Optometry of Ontario.
The foundations for the new Co-op store are almost completed.
The fine new horse barn, built by the Kinsmen at Elgin Park, is almost complete.

June 1951
The official re-dedication of the Free Methodist Church, following a complete renovation, took

place on June 3 with a crowd which filled the main auditorium and the basement.
The Hospital Board is proceeding with plans to begin construction of a hospital in the spring of

1952, but it will take the effort of every society and individual to make it happen.
Ux-Spring Farms Ltd. have commenced their new business at the junction of Highways No. 12

and No. 47, selling and servicing International Harvester machinery.
Directors of the Cottage Hospital, Uxbridge, request that the Township of Reach vote on a bylaw

to issue debentures in the amount of $12,000 for the new Uxbridge hospital.
The Susie Sorabji Chapter I.O.D.E hold a street dance in downtown Uxbridge, with bingo, fish

pond and games for the kids.
Bermack's newly renovated store is one of the most up-to-date stores in town, and is now a

member of the Independent Grocers Alliance (IGA).
The Dominion Dry Goods building, owned by C.B. Willis, and operated by

W.S. Hochberg, has been handsomely renovated into a modern style.
July 1951

City Service Garage has been purchased by Harold McMillan and Leonard
Abramaft, and will be renamed Uxbridge Motors.

Mr. William Harsell took over the shoe repair business of Mr. Boyce.
Graham Campbell writes to the T-J, suggesting the hospital board should

consider the vacant lot opposite the small pond at the south entrance to town
as the site for the new hospital.

August 1951
The Gordon Stickwood Orchestra entertained at the Street Fair and Dance

sponsored by the Uxbridge Legion, Branch 170, in aid of the Memorial
Building Fund.

Young people are fortunate to have Joyce Pollock instructing daily
swimming classes at the park pond.

The population of Uxbridge has reached the 1,775 mark. The census in
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SID BERMACK
Owner of the new

Uxbridge IGA store

BILL WOOD
Opens new planing mill

and door works



1941 gave Uxbridge a population of 1,406.
Caretaker George Lambe reported 30 windows at the arena have been

broken by boys throwing stones.
Shier Electric and Lyons Bros. have bought the former S.L. Wright

building on Brock St. and are remodeling for a tinsmith and plumbing shop.
September 1951

Jack Manley frightened off a band of five rustlers, attempting to steal his
cattle, by shooting his rifle at them. They returned six shots, and took off, and
a search of the swamp by police was unsuccessful.

Uxbridge High School opened with an enrollment of 213 students, the
same as the previous year. Peter T. Berhardt is principal.

Uxbridge received approval from Ontario Hydro for the expenditure of
$7,000 to modernize the street lighting system in the business section of
Brock Street.

The T. Eaton Company has engaged Roy Cordingly to provide free express
cartage for deliveries to Uxbridge customers.

Garnet V. Gray announced the opening of offices for the practice of
optometry on Church Street, south from the post office.

Uxbridge Kinsmen Club's new executive: Bruce McDonald, president; Bill Bookham, past
president Lorne Andrews, vice-pres.; Fred Hammell, secretary; Allan Armstrong, treasurer; Alex
Williamson, Don Davis, Ray Laswick, Fred Kelland and Burt Moore, directors.

The hospital board instructed the architects, Messrs. Rounthwaite and Fairfield, to proceed with
work of preparing plans for the construction of the Cottage Hospital building to be started in 1952.

October 1951
Oliver Beach and Son are wrecking the old shed at the rear of their implement shop, next to the

post office, where they will erect a new warehouse 54'x27 feet.
Robert Joel took over the management of the Roxy Theatre from Cliff Organdsby, who has moved

to the Markham Roxy Theatre.
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Uxbridge High School opens with enrollment of 213 pupils. Peter T. Bernhardt is principal

PETER T. BERNHARDT
Principal of Uxbridge

High School



The Uxbridge Farmers Co-op officially opened on October 18
with Ed Latcham as manager. The building is 57'x70', and makes a
wonderful improvement in the appearance of the corner.

Mr. Art Staley, at the north end of town, has just completed a
new building at the back of his shop for radiator repair service.

Work has begun on a new fire siren for Uxbridge, and when
completed will give the town an up-to-date fire alarm.

November 1951
Constable Proctor is investigating a break-in at the new United

Farmer’s Co-op store. Thieves entered by breaking the lock on the
rear door.

Two thugs beat up Elwood Wagg in his home on Cemetery Road,
leaving him unconscious and taking all his money. 

Mrs. Margaret Woodward of Uxbridge won $1,000 in the Irish
Sweepstakes.

Andrew M. MacPhail, a prominent citizen and businessman for
over 50 years in Uxbridge, passed away November 8th. He had
served on council for some years, was mayor for 1919-1920 and is
credited with bringing hydro to Uxbridge. 

The new fire siren, which replaces the old bell in the tower, was
given its first test on November 22. Residents were warned before
the test of the high-powered siren.

The Uxbridge Dairy, operated by Mr. Elford for the past four years, was sold to Mr. James Duncan
of Paisley, Ont.  Mr. Elford purchased the business from Mr. Merrick.

Norman Hogg of Uxbridge was elected president of the Toronto Milk Producers Assoc.
December 1951

Scott Township ratepayers vote against a bylaw to give $10,000 to Uxbridge Cottage Hospital by a
count of 183 for and 304 against.

Thieves broke into the Coca-Cola plant through a side window and demolished the large safe.
They got away with $600 cash, a typewriter and adding machine.

Retiring Warden, Ferguson Munro, Reeve of Brock Township
received a gift of a solid gold watch at the close of the year's
business.

Businesses operating in Uxbridge at the end of 1951 included:
Alex Williamson Motor Sales, Uxbridge Farmers Co-op, Mansion
House Hotel, Chapman's Flowers, Hartley Vyvyan, Moore
Hardware, Kelly Motors, Oliver Beach & Son, Basil Merrick's
Garage, Lorne Andrew’s Jewellers, Carload Groceteria, Uxbridge
Lumber and Builders, Roxy Theatre, Ross Murray Electric, Wm.
Bookham & Sons, McPhail’s Food Store, Dominion Store,
Brownscombes, Uxbridge Creamery, Horn's Meat Market,
Uxbridge Beverages, Victor’s Dry Goods, C.S. Brandon Service
Station, Tipper's Garage, McGuire and Low, Hickling's Food Store,
Dyson's Meat Market, Art Lee, Uxbridge Hardware, Uxbridge
Cleaner's and Dryers, Warren Hardware, Pollock's Drug Store,
Willis Drug Store.

Those providing professional services included: George A
Linton, investment securities; Willard F. Greig, barrister; W.O.
Webster, insurance; Bruce Gould, insurance; F.G. Crosby,
insurance/travel agent; Bruce McDonald, insurance; Garnet V.
Gray, optometrist.
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ROBT. J. HARRIS
Retires after serving five years as

Uxbridge mayor

JAMES DUNCAN
Purchases the Uxbridge Dairy



1952
January 1952

Reeve Isaac Catherwood, deputy-reeve Stuart Ball and school board
representatives Walter Beach and Eldred Catherwood were all acclaimed at
the Uxbridge Township nomination meeting.

Mayor R.J. Harris announced his intention to retire from municipal
politics after serving the past five years as mayor.

J.M. Low defeated A.G. Tipper in the race for Uxbridge mayor by a vote of
436 to 294. Rae M. Ferguson was acclaimed as reeve of the town.

The bylaw to grant $15,000 to the Cottage Hospital was defeated in
Uxbridge, and a similar bylaw to grant $10,000 to the new hospital was
defeated in Uxbridge Township.

V.H. Storey, Bell Telephone manager for this area, announced the new
switchboard is now in operation in Uxbridge.

February 1952
A bylaw passed by council was forwarded to the Highways Department requesting the erection of

traffic lights at the corner of Toronto and Brock St., and the corner of Main and Brock St.
Council rented space at the rear of Bearden's Barber Shop for a police office for Const. V. Proctor.
Town property committee to report to council on a proposal for a new municipal building on the

site of the old Market Hall.
The 1952 executive of the Chamber of Commerce include: W.E. Bradbury, president; John Wall,

vice-president; Ted Bates, secretary and Bill Gould, treasurer.
Firemen responded to the new siren about midnight to the apartment of Mr. and Mrs. Bradbury,

above their bake shop and store. The fire was contained and quickly under control.
Library Board elects its new officers for 1952: Dr. F.E. Mellow, chairman; Mayor J.M. Low, vice

chairman; Mrs. Pearl St. John, secretary-treasurer.
March 1952

Mr. Arthur Whitney is appointed to the sales staff of Alex Williamson Motor Sales.
The hospital board presented an architect's drawing of the new Cottage Hospital, showing the

building from the north-east angle.
Uxbridge council, after receiving a petition, set May 7 as the date for a vote to decide if the

municipality favoured the establishment of stores for the sale of liquor; or stores for the sale for beer
only in the town.
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Architects’ drawing of the new Uxbridge Cottage Hospital from March 1952

JOHN M. LOW
Elected Mayor of Uxbridge

for 1952
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Uxbridge Banks

Throughout the
1950s, Uxbridge was
served by only two
banks.

Left picture shows
the Toronto Dominion
Bank, which was
located on the south-
east corner of Brock
and Main Street.

Bottom, is the
Canadian Bank of
Commerce, located on
the north-west corner
of Brock and Toronto
Streets. The CIBC
bank still operates
from this location
today.
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The congregation of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church opposed a move to establish a Brewers'
Warehouse and a Liquor Control Board store in Uxbridge.

J.E. Burchell, popular principal at Uxbridge High School from 1920 to 1937, passed away at his
home in Toronto.

For the third time since opening, the new Co-op store was robbed. Thieves entered by cutting an
18 inch hole in the roof.

April 1952
The third floor of the Bates Billiard Parlors is being renovated for the Zeredatha Lodge, A.F.&

A.M. and Succoth Chapter, R.A.M.
An Uxbridge Citizens League was formed to oppose the establishment of liqour outlets in town.

Elected were: F.G. Crosby, president; Eric Horn, Sr., vice-president; Mrs. Olive (Laurence) Evans,
secretary; John M. Smith, treasurer.

The Uxbridge Development Company sold their fine new factory on Reach Street to Mr. Albert E.
Coulter, who will shortly begin the manufacturing of automobile hardware. Mr. Coulter plans a large
extension to the building to increase business.

Town of Uxbridge clerk, W.E. Remion calls for tenders to take down the grandstand in Elgin Park
and remove the material.

Cedar Beach Park on Musselman's Lake announced the spring opening dance with Van Walker
and his orchestra entertaining.

May 1952
Mr. John Stemp was awarded the contract for taking down the grandstand at Elgin Park for $95.
A great majority of the stores in town are in favour of closing on Saturday evening by at least 11

o'clock. Many businesses have already adopted this practice.
In the heaviest vote ever polled in Uxbridge, the citizens decided they did not want liquor or beer

outlets in town. The vote for liquor was 525 in favour and 580 against; the vote for a beer warehouse
512 in favour and 585 against.

Mr. Ross Ellerbeck, of Sunderland, has taken over the position as station agent at Uxbridge, after
Mr. Finnigan left for his new appointment in Georgetown.

Carl Shaw purchased the insurance business of Bruce Gould, and will operate out of Mr. Gould's
radio store in Uxbridge.

Two Toronto men were arrested by Constable Swinson, who came across them robbing the Co-op
store while doing his rounds about 11 p.m. Constable Jim Swinson fired a warning shot at one of the
men who tried to flee the scene.

June 1952
The town has placed

No Parking signs along
the fire zone on Bascom
St., from Brock St. to the
fire hall. Any car
ticketed will receive a
one dollar fine.

Hickling's grocery
store has been
remodelled into a self-
serve store. Just pick up
a basket and travel
around looking for what
you want on the shelves.

Bell Telephone has
improved the look of
Brock St. They have
removed most of their
telephone poles, leaving View of the park on the east side of Elgin Pond with the bath house.
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only poles carrying hydro left on the street.
The inter-school boys' choir performed outstandingly at a rural schools

musical concert held in the U.H.S. auditorium. The formation and
instructing of this gifted group has been an extra-curricular activity and
reflects credit upon Mrs. Dulcie Colby, Miss Barbara Horn and each member. 

Council passed a bylaw authorizing an agreement with the Ontario
Provincial Police for the continued services of a police constable in 1953.

July 1952
The Royal Canadian Legion held a street dance “On The Hill."
Two safes stolen in February, one from a break-in at the Coca-Cola Co.,

Uxbridge, and the other from Silverwood Dairy, Port Perry, were found blown
open in underbrush near Briar's Park, Georgina Township.

An X-ray Clinic was held at the Town Hall with 11 of the 17 people who
booked appointments attending.

Constables Wilton and Swinson scared off would-be robbers at Uxbridge
Beverages who had blown open a safe, but did not wait to finish the job.

Comco Stampings Ltd., operated by Gordon Coulter, is now in production.
Six new stamping machines arrived Friday, and by Monday, July 14, work
began in the plant.

Keith Acton narrowly escaped being electrocuted after he crashed into a
hydro pole and lay trapped in his truck, with 46,000 volt powerline wires
dangling less than three inches from his truck.

C.B. Willis has modernized the other half of Wm. S. Hochberg's Dominion
Dry Goods store, making a wonderful improvement to the building.

August 1952
Original plans for the new hospital  called for an L-shaped building, but a

necessity to cut costs required architects to revise the plan, leaving the wing
off and placing services in the basement.

Hydro men are preparing for the laying of wires on Brock St., from the
Post Office to Dominion Bank corners, and the removal of all posts.

September 1952
Three safecrackers who blasted open a large safe in the Coca-Cola plant

attracted the attention of Const. Jim Swinson, who drew his revolver and
fired a warning shot. Bullets flew in every direction as the men escaped over
a fence at the rear of the plant and escaped in a car. 

Six years after beginning to have the unsightly forest of poles removed
from Brock St., the new street lights were turned on for the first time last
week. Mayor Low officiated at the official turning on of the lights.

The population of Uxbridge is up 63 over last year and is now 1,841.
The Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce held their regular monthly meeting

in the Cooper-Painter Hall, Uxbridge.
Alex Williamson Motor Sales is renovating its service station. Carpenters

are busy remodelling the centre section into a fine new showroom.
October 1952

The Uxbridge High School Alumni Dance was held at Palace Pier, 1
Lakeshore Rd. in Toronto. Tickets  $1.50 per person.

Cooper & Painter Supertest Garage hired on Walter Bryant as a service
and repair mechanic.

Brownscombe and Company celebrate their 60th year of serving the
buying public of Uxbridge and district  with a huge sale.

The fire brigade was called to a fire at Morgan’s Garage on Toronto St.,
just behind the bell tower, and were able to bring it under control with little
damage to the building.

ED LATCHAM
Owner of Uxbridge
Concrete Products

JIM SWINSON
O.P.P. constable serving in

Uxbridge.

C.G. WILTON
Uxbridge Police officer
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The Canadian Bank of Commerce and the Dominion Bank announce they
will close each Wednesday at noon, commencing November 5.

November 1952
The town signed an agreement to sell the stock scales situated on C.N.R.

lands at the station to Herbert McGee, who will operate them here.
Uxbridge Lumber and Builders Supplies will soon be in their new

warehouse and office. The new building is 54'x108', and Evan Ganton will
next tear down the old mill and rebuild an entirely new one on the site.

Mrs. Ruby Remion resigned as organist and choir-leader at Trinity United
Church after 34 years service to the church.

Ed Latcham has just installed the most modern cement block machine
available on the market at his Uxbridge Concrete Products plant.

At a nomination meeting held at the Music Hall, Mayor J.M. Low and
Reeve Rae Ferguson were acclaimed for another year.

William Morgan purchases the White Rose Garage next to the Times-
Journal office on Brock St.

December 1952
Fritz W. Glitsch Co. was given assurance by council, that if they construct a factory, fronting on

Young St., the street would be opened and sewer service extended to the property.
The dedication ceremony of Zeredatha Lodge, No. 220, G.R.C. Uxbridge took place. The lodge

room was filled to capacity with visitors from all the surrounding lodges.

1953
January 1953

Harold J. Cave announced the Uxbridge Times-Journal was been sold to Mr. Per (Pete) Hvidsten
of North Bay. Mr. Cave purchased the North-Ontario Times in 1918 and the Uxbridge Journal in
1930, then amalgamated the two papers to create the Times-Journal.

The Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce elected John Wall its new president. vice president is Ross
Rodman; secretary R.G. Halbert; and treasurer,
Wilfred H. Gould.

A few from Uxbridge attended the official
opening of the new hospital in Port Perry.

Alex Williamson held an open house at his
newly renovated garage premises last week. The
bright, new showroom had two new Chevrolet
models on display.

February 1953
Robert J. Harris was unanimously elected

president of the Ontario Riding Liberal
Association.

John Campbell, owner of the Carload
Groceteria has sold the business.

Dr. R. St. John proposed the purchase of an
ambulance for the town of Uxbridge, at an
estimated cost of $2,792. The Kinsmen Club has
pledged $1,000 towards it.

HAROLD CAVE
Sells Uxbridge Times-Journal

after 35 years ownership

PER HVIDSTEN
Purchases Uxbridge Times-

Journal

EVAN GANTON



Lieut. McLaren of the Salvation Army addressed council, protesting the use of the arena on
Sundays, saying it should remain closed for the moral standing of the community.

John Wall received a letter from Prime Minster Louis St. Laurent, congratulating him on being
elected president of the Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce.

March 1953
Elgin Pond overflowed its banks, caused by a flash flood and jamming of the flumes by ice. It's

estimated it will take about 100 yds. of gravel to fill up the washouts it made.
Bell Telephone added 55 phones in Uxbridge in 1952, bringing the total to 860 phones in town.
Art Whitney, W.O. Simpson and Rae Ferguson were appointed to look into securing a suitable

premises for a permanent municipal office.
A fire broke out in the four-year old Legion Hall, completely destroying the building and contents.

Legion members met and decided to rebuild the hall immediately.
The building committee reported to council, suggesting after considering three alternatives, that

erecting a new municipal building designed for present and future needs would be the most practical.
April 1952

A modified building plan for the new hospital, which would lower the cost, was presented to the
annual meeting of the Cottage Hospital Board. The estimated cost completely equipped is about
$200,000. Auditors report the committee has only $110,000 available at present.

At the fifth annual meeting of the Hospital Board, held at the Cooper and Painter Hall, chairman
Robt. Harris said $55,000 more must be raised before construction of the hospital begins.

The Mundinger Accordion Orchestra entertained at the Music Hall.
A special meeting of the Uxbridge "Teen Age Club" was held with Inspector Witt of the OPP as

guest speaker.
Elected to the board of the Cottage Hospital for 1953 - R.J. Harris, chairman; John M. Low, vice

chairman; Mrs. T.R. Rosebrugh, secretary; George R. Calbeck, treasurer.
For the first time in the history of the Uxbridge Times-Journal, an editorial page was introduced to

the newspaper, with Leila E. Hvidsten as the editor.

LIFE IN THE FIFTIES & SIXTIES

28

Uxbridge Times-Journal building as it looked in 1954, with the Ontario Department of Agriculture occupying the right side of the
building and the Times-Journal to the left. That’s McKay Jewellers and Art Forsyth's Barbership to the right of the T-J building.
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May 1953
Celia LeDrew landed the largest trout of the season, weighing two pounds

and measuring 15-inches long.
The Times-Journal installs a new Heidelberg printing press, the latest of

its type on the market.
Cy Richardson was elected president of the Kinsmen Club. Other officers:

Dr. Don Davis, vice-president; Ray Laswick, secretary; Bob Rattray,
treasurer; Bill Bookham, registrar; and Pete Hvidsten, bulletin editor.

Town clerk W.E. Remion was honoured at council for his 17 years service
to the town. He took office in May 1936 when C.B. Willis was the mayor.

The town property committee, working with the Chamber of Commerce,
will look into ways of improving the appearance of the dump in the river
valley, or finding a new site.

Burt Moore, owner of Moore's Hardware has purchased the W.H. Vyvyan
store and will enlarge the present premises for his hardware business.

Mr. Gordon Coulter, owner of Comco Stampings Limited, adopted a profit
sharing idea with the company's employees.

A young Udora man, Eldon Wagg, was killed when the 1934 Chevrolet he
was driving was hit by a southbound CNR freight train at the crossing at
Main St. north.

June 1953
Uxbridge residents gathered at the Music Hall on June 2 to see the

televised Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. The television was supplied by
Harry Shier Electric Store.

Council passed a bylaw to grant $500 toward an Uxbridge Ambulance.
Uxbridge council begins holding its meetings in the Music Hall, where

there is ample of room for residents to attend.
Work begins on covering the garbage in the dump with earth, cutting

down on the odour and insect nuisance, and an area for dumping has been
fenced off.

Presentations were made to Mrs. Dulcie Colby and Miss BarbaraHorn by
the Inter School Boy's Choir following a concert in the Uxbridge High School
auditorium.

Mr. Hartley Vyvyan retires after operating his business from the same
location for 55 years.

Mr. Ed Latcham was honoured by friends who gathered at Martin's Hotel,
on the occasion of his retirement after 17 years as manager of the Farmer's
Co-operative.

July 1953
Rupert Fred Willis retired as treasurer of the Uxbridge Lawn Bowling

Club after 16 years service. His son C.B. Willis takes over the post.
The Beaver Lamb and Shearling plant was completely destroyed by fire,

putting about 30 men out of work. It took more than 12 hours to bring the
$200,000 fire under control.

The Ambulance Fund has been reached, and as a result the town will have
a new ambulance vehicle in the near future.

August 1953
Council gave the municipal building committee permission to take

whatever steps necessary to obtain a tenure of the Silverwood property on
Spruce St. as a municipal office.

The Maples Park, south of town, announced the opening of its swimming
pool to the people of Uxbridge and vicinity twice daily. Children 10 cents,
adults 25 cents.

HARTLEY VYVYAN
Retires after 55 years in
business in Uxbridge.

DR. RUSS ST. JOHN
Suggests town purchase

an ambulance

GORDON COULTER
Owner of Comco
Stampings Ltd.



Basil Merrick announces he has just taken on the agency for Nash cars of
Nash Motors of Canada Ltd.

September 1953
Moore Hardware held a grand opening of its newly expanded hardware and

appliance store. Burt Moore took over Mr. Vyvyan's old building and the new
store is now 2500 sq. feet in size.

The new ambulance for Uxbridge arrived at Alex Williamson's Motor Sales,
and is now ready for calls.

Joseph Golinski, proprietor of the Billiard Room, has removed his old store
front and is replacing it with a modern new design.

The latest figures released put the population of the town at 1,971, an
increase of 130 over the previous year.

Firefighters donated their labour and time to haul gravel and put down a
cement floor in the fire hall.

October 1953
The new Uxbridge Legion hall is completed and ready for use. 
Firemen successfully brought a fire in the Anson T. Button home on Main

Street south, under control. The inside of one section, along with many family
heirlooms, was destroyed.

Council passed a bylaw to raise $15,000 to purchase, renovate and equip the former Silverwoods
building on Spruce St. for a new municipal office.

Council continues to get complaints from residents about the unpleasant odour caused by burning
garbage in the town dump, located south of the stores.

An Uxbridge youth was sentenced to eight years in a penitentiary for the fatal shooting of his
brother following a family argument.

The movie "Titanic,” staring Clifton Webb, Barbara Stanwick and Robert Wagner, was showing at
the Roxy Theatre.

November 1953
Artist Duncan McPherson rents a room in the Willis Block, the former studio of a photographer,

and most recently of well known Canadian artist David Milne.
Miss Dorothy Anderson, a teacher for the

past 28 years, was overwhelmed to learn
she would receive the Royal Medal in
commemoration of Her Majesty's
Coronation.

Mr. Maurice Frisque was hired by council
as architect to draw up plans and oversee
alterations of the new municipal building.

James Warren and Allan Armstrong
purchase the business of Uxbridge
Hardware Company Ltd.

Robt. Montgomery has moved his
woodworking business into the old Market
Hall building, where he turns out a variety
of wood products.

The Uxbridge Development Committee
loans $15,000 to Comco Stampings Ltd. to
assist in the construction of a new building.

December 1953
Dr. Don Davis was acclaimed mayor for

1954 at a nomination meeting at the Music
Hall, and Rae Ferguson was re-elected
reeve by acclamation.
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UXBRIDGE LEGION HALL
Holds opening dance in December 1953

DUNCAN McPHERSON
Opens a studio in the

Willis Block
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Reeve Isaac Catherwood of Uxbridge Township resigned his post after
serving a total of 31 years on council in various capacities. Stuart Ball was
elected reeve by acclamation.

Royal Canadian Legion, Uxbridge, held its opening dance with a capacity
crowd attending.

Morley Bain was elected reeve of Scott Township, defeating Mr. Thaxter
by a count of 419 to 335 votes.

Council delays decision on tenders for new municipal building after irate
citizens question the expense and location of the new building.

1954
January 1954

The Mechanics Institute, better known now as the Uxbridge Library,
celebrated its 95th birthday. Current librarian is Mrs. Pearl (Ted) St. John.

Edwad Latcham was elected president of the Uxbridge Chamber of
Commerce.

Elsie Forsythe, of Greenbank, pulled her four sleeping children from their
beds and ran out of the smoked filled house into -20F weather, where they
stood in bare feet and watched their house burn to the ground.

Permits were issued for 22 new homes in Uxbridge during 1953. The
permits were valued at $210,300.

The local branch of the Royal Canadian Legion was presented its Charter
at a dinner held in the new hall.

Mayor Don Davis had to break a tie vote of council to proceed with
alterations to the new municipal building. A maximum of $5,500 was
authorized to be spent, including furnishing.

The home of Ross and Peggy Murray was completely destroyed by fire.

February 1954
About 200 people attended the Charter Night for the Kiwanis Club of

Uxbridge. President Gordon Coulter was presented the charter by his father
Bert, who is the Governor of Kiwanis for Ontario-Quebec.

Robt. W. Harris was re-elected president of the Ontario Riding Liberal
Association.

Uxbridge Ambulance Service is looking for volunteer drivers.Twenty six
drivers are needed so each volunteer will only be on duty two weeks a year.

Council authorized $1,000 for lowering and cleaning the Electric Light
Pond. The mud and earth removed will be used to cover the garbage at the
dump behind the stores.

Council agreed to a request of the Chamber of Commerce to repair and
preserve the old fire hall as a historic site.

In spite of the inroads of TV, Uxbridge Library circulated 15,563 books in
1953, about the same from a year earlier.

March 1954
Bill Bookham leaves to become an airframe technician at Trenton with

the Royal Canadian Air Force.

PEARL ST. JOHN
Uxbridge Library

Librarian

ROBT. MONTGOMERY
Woodworking business in

old Market Hall

ISAAC CATHERWOOD
Resigns after 31 years

on Uxbridge Twp. council
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Uxbridge Council purchased the former
Silverwood’s building on Spruce St. and

following extensive renovations an official
opening took place on March 26, 1954.
This was the first municipal office in
the history of the town.

Uxbridge Police Chief G.J.
Chatterley is seen at left, after
commencing his duties as chief in
January 1956. The police station

was located in the basement of the
municipal office. 

W. Edward Remion, clerk of the Town of
Uxbridge, at his desk in the new Uxbridge
municipal office in March 1954.

Members of Uxbridge
Council for 1954.

Elected to serve were,
back left, Arthur
Whitney, Gordon

MacKellar, Fred
Steward, Carl
Puterbough and
Major J. Wood. In

the front row, from
left, are W.E.
Remion, clerk;
Mayor Don Davis,
Arnold Tipper and
Rae Ferguson.

Uxbridge Municipal Offices
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The official opening of the new Uxbridge municipal building, on Spruce
St. took place on Friday, March 26. It is the first municipal building to put
all business under one roof since the town was formed in 1883. Mayor
Jermyn of Whitby officiated due to the illness of Walter Gould.

Reeve Rae Ferguson reports the cost of a new bridge on Dominion Street
and the installation of a “wig-wag” for the Main Street. north railway
crossing would be $6,000.

April 1954
Council increases the mill rate by one mill to provide extra funds for a

new bridge on Dominion St., public toilets at Elgin Park and a new fire hall
to be erected at an unspecified location.

At the annual meeting of the Hospital Board, Robt. Harris was elected
chairman of the board.

Mr. Arthur Whitney, a chartered accountant with Alex Williamson Motor
Sales, has purchased the insurance business of Mr. Bruce McDonald.

Fire destroyed the large barn of Harry McQuire of Quaker Hill. Also lost
were 20 cattle, 42 pigs and a number of chickens.

Mr. Evan Ganton, owner of Uxbridge Lumber and Building Supplies, has
sold his business to Mr. Howard Pethic of Toronto.

Council accepted an offer from Miles Houck to purchase the property and
the old Bell Tower.  Mr. Houck offered to give the tower to the Kinsmen Club
to remove and use the material for a building in the park.

May 1954
Dr. Don Davis is elected president of the Uxbridge Kinsmen Club.
James Munro, fishing on Elgin Pond, jumped from his boat and saved

young Rusty Stiner, after he fell into seven feet of water.
Uxbridge residents voted in favour of a bylaw on the question of a fixed

assessment for Comco Stampings Ltd. The vote was 246 in favour and 44
opposed.

June 1954
Fire Chief Ross Rodman attended council to discuss the erection of a new

fire hall for the town, and said he felt the most suitable place was the
present site, being centrally located and easily approached.

The Chamber of Commerce has decided to proceed with purchase and
erection of sign posts designating the streets of town.

Council passes a bylaw requiring bicycles ridden or owned in Uxbridge be
licensed for 50c annually and a license number be attached to each bicycle.

W.J. (Bill) Morgan, owner of Morgan's Garage, is appointed "Regent"
dealer in Uxbridge.

July 1954
A delegation petitioned council to reinstate Mr. Howard Leask, who had

been terminated from his job a month earlier.
Due to pressure from residents and storekeepers, council extended

Saturday night parking from one hour to two hours.
Work is underway removing the concrete curb and unpaved section

between sidewalk and road on the south side of Brock St., adding about two
feet to the width of the street.

The government has sanctioned the go-ahead with construction of the
hospital. The work will begin as soon as architects, builders and others have
their plans and materials ready.

August 1954
The official opening of British Ontario Motors Ltd. was held at Leaskdale.

Mr. W.H. Cockerill is the owner.

HOWARD PETHICK
Purchases Uxbridge

Lumber Supplies

MiLES HOUCK
Purchases old Bell

Tower

ROSS RODMAN
Uxbridge Fire Chief
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Over 125 local men were out all day Sunday searching for Oscar Welch,
who has been missing from his home for over one week.

September 1954
John 32, , son of Mr. and Mrs. Robt Harris, returned from a fishing trip on

Lake Scugog with a 31 1/2 pound muskellunge.
The population of Uxbridge has reached a total of 2,007, the first time it

has reached this proportion in a great many years.
Rumours circulating that the town is broke and all the town employees

have been fired, are rebutted by Mayor Don Davis as nothing but gossip.
The hospital board announces the new Uxbridge Cottage Hospital will be

started this fall. Tenders will be called as soon as drawings are completed.
Mr. R.F. Willis was honoured by the Drug Trading Company in celebration

of his 50th anniversary as a druggist.
Hickling's Grocery store was broken into and robbed of about $150.

October 1954
A flashing light was installed at the top of the hill to signal the police

officers on duty, if a call is coming into the office while they are on the street.
Women from 16 area organizations formed the Cottage Hospital Auxiliary

and elected the following officers: President Mrs. Jack Low, vice-president
Mrs. Thos. Lennox, and secretary Mrs. W.G. Gilfillan.

The old bell was removed from the bell tower and the library clock became
silent after ringing out the hours for over 67 years.

The 40 new Uxbridge street signs have been delivered to the local
Chamber of Commerce and installation will be supervised by John Wall and
Len M. Nicholls.

Hurricane Hazel passed through the area, putting 157 phone lines out of
order and causing more than 200 breaks in hydro lines. The town suffered
relatively light damage.

Demolition of the bell tower got underway on Monday, October 25.
Earl Bell's tender for collection of municipal waste was accepted by

council.
November 1954

Leaskdale artist Arnold Hodgkins begins teaching art classes in Uxbridge.
Plans to begin construction of Cottage Hospital are postponed until the

new year, due in part to the damage inflicted by
Hurricane Hazel.

December 1954
Uxbridge acclaims Dr. Don G. Davis, mayor,

and Rae Ferguson, reeve, for the year 1955.
Stuart Ball re-elected reeve of Uxbridge

Township and Morley Bain re-elected in Scott
Township, both by acclamation.

Al Cooper was elected president of the Uxbridge
Legion. Other members are Vern Feir, vice
president, Fred Steward, 2nd vice-president,
D'Arcy Morden,   secretary and Earl Harman
treasurer.

The Roxy Theatre installed a new, wide vision
screen. The original screen at the theatre was
10’x15’ and the new one is 11’x20’.

RUPERT F. WILLIS
Honoured for 50 years as

a druggist

ARNOLD HODGKINS
Talented artist begins
teaching in Uxbridge.

Ross Rodman at his shop with the old brass bell which had
been removed from the Bell Tower
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In 1884, this unique Bell Tower was constructed in
Uxbridge to act as a fire house with alarm bell; and to
provide a place to dry fire hoses and store hose carts.
The huge, brass bell which was installed in the tower in
1887 was made in New York.

Ironically, when the Mechanic’s Institute (now the
Uxbridge Library) was erected in 1887, the tower of
the institute was intended to house this large new
brass bell, but when it was delivered it was found to
be so heavy and its vibrations so great
that fear was voiced it would reduce the
Library tower to shambles.

As a result, the bell was installed
at the top of the recently built bell
tower and connected to the library
clock by a cable to sound out the
hours.

The bell was also used as an
alarm in the case of fire. A small
door, about 15” square was

constructed near the
base of the tower just
south of the large

doors. From here a person standing
on the sidewalk could open the door
and pull the rope to sound the
alarm.

After serving the people of
the town for more than 65

years, the Bell Tower and
property was sold to  Miles
Houck, who operated a
garage just south of the
tower. He offered the tower
to anyone who would
remove and restore the
building, but when he
received no offers the bell
was removed and the tower

dismantled           in 1954.

The original bell, brought to Uxbridge in 1887, was stored for a number of years, but is
on display today at the Uxbridge Firehall on Bascom St., a reminder of the old Bell Tower
which served the community for over 60 years.

The Bell Tower
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1955
January 1955

The new Uxbridge town council was sworn in. Dr. D.G.
Davis, mayor; Rae Ferguson, reeve, and councillors A.G.
Tipper, Fred Kelland, Wm. S. Hochberg, Fred Steward, Dr.
Carl Puterbough and G. Smith.

Local artist Duncan McPherson illustrates book by Pierre
Burton about the Klondike gold rush.

Glenn Gould, pianist, makes his New York debut, after a
successful recital in Washington.

Dr. Horace Bascom, who is 91 years of age, retired from his
duties as Sheriff of Ontario County, a position he held for 43
years. Dr. Bascom was for years a "horse and buggy" doctor in
Uxbridge.

February 1955
Chamber of Commerce discusses putting artificial ice in the

arena, and either enlarging it at its present site or moving it
to Elgin Park.

Rae Ferguson, the longest sitting member of County
Council (11 years) presented Dr. Horace Bascom with a silver
tray in appreciation for his long and faithful service as
Registrar and Sheriff of the County.

Wm. Morgan, Chas. Brandon and Alex Williamson Sr.

The Market Building and other old structures on
the north side of the Brock and Toronto St.

intersection,  before they were torn down in 1955.

DR. DON G. DAVIS
Elected Mayor of Uxbridge for 1955
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asked council to re-instate a bylaw that restricted the number of service
stations in the municipality to 10 stations. Council complied with the
request.

Council gives second reading to a bylaw to issue $100,000 in debentures
for an addition to Uxbridge High School.

March 1955
Uxbridge was notified by the OPP that it intends to withdraw its police

service next January, and the town will have to organize its own force again.
The OPP have serviced the Uxbridge area for the past 6 1/2 years.

Bicycle licence plates go on sale, and all owners of bicycles must apply for
a licence immediately and pass an inspection.

Uxbridge mill rate went up 8.5 points, due mainly to an additional two
mills for school rates and another two mills for road improvements.

Uxbridge Times-Journal celebrated its 25th anniversary. The town’s two
newspapers, the North Ontario Times, and the Uxbridge Journal were were
amalgamated by Harold Cave in 1930.

April 1955
Major James Wood spoke to council on the proposed "Coat of Arms" for

Uxbridge and the need to send word to the Heraldry offices in England if
they wish to proceed.

Const. Wilton announced that 75 bicycle licenses had been issued to date.
The Times-Journal published a picture of the newly designed Cottage

Hospital, which is planned to get underway this year.
Mr. David Milne, a resident of Uxbridge for 17 years, and renowned artist,

will be among those displaying work at an art show at the Music Hall.
The Chamber of Commerce plan to publish a booklet about Uxbridge to

try and entice industry to the town.
Governor General Vincent Massey has loaned four David Milne paintings

from his personal collection, for display at the Art Show here in May.
May 1955

The banks of Elgin Pond were crowded with fishermen on the opening day
of trout fishing season.

Fritz W. Glitsh turned the sod for their estimated $30,000 factory at the
site bordering on the C.N.R. tracks between Dallas and Jonathon Streets.

AL COOPER
Elected President of

Uxbridge Legion

CHARLIE BRANDON
Proprietor of the Uxbridge

Shell Service Station.

C.S. Brandon's Shell service station, northwest corner of Brock and Spruce St., Uxbridge during the 1950s and1960s.
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The historic and distinctive Market Hall
was located on the north-east corner of
Brock and Toronto Sreets, Uxbridge, from
1884 until 1955. 
The Market Hall building was erected two

years after the original market burned to
the ground. The lower floor was
occupied by  a number of tenants during
its 70-year history.

Uxbridge council held
its meetings for
many years on the
upper level of the

building. The
aging building
began to
deteriorate and
was demolished
in September
1955 to make
way for a new
block of stores.

This view of the
north side of
Brock Street
taken in 1900
shows the Market
Hall at left. The
United Church
steeple can be
seen in the
background.

Market Hall
1957

The Market Hall
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Dr. Don G. Davis was elected president of the Uxbridge Liberal
Association, and Mrs. R.W. (Clara) Pollock was elected president of the
Uxbridge Progressive Conservative Association.

Council accepted an offer from Mr. H.A. Ross Douglas to purchase the
buildings known as the Market Hall and the Fire Hall. The tenants will be
asked to vacate by the end of June.

The O.P.P. inform council they have reversed their decision to terminate
policing contracts in towns with a population of over 2,000 residents.

Arnold Hodgkins announces he will hold a summer Art Course in
Uxbridge this year during June, July and August.

Ross Rodman disposes of his welding business to Messrs. George
Crawford and Howard Young.

June 1955
The Uxbridge High School Cadet Corp held their annual inspection on

Brock Street near the Post Office.
On Sunday, June 5, Dr. and Mrs. Graham Campbell turned the first sod

for the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital. The hospital will contain 28 beds and will
cost approximately $250,000.

Dulcie Colby's Boys Choir broadcast live from Oshawa radio station
CKLB. The choir consists of 35 boys from rural area schools.

Conservative candidate Dr. M.B. Dymond was elected M.P.P. for Ontario
Riding, defeating Liberal W.T. Harris and C.C.F. Roy Scott.

July 1955
Walt Disney's "Davy Crockett" King Of The Wild Frontier, was playing at

the Roxy Theatre.
In the sixth week of the hospital campaign, the people of Uxbridge and

area have subscribed $40,000 towards the new hospital.
Mr. R.W. Pollock has sold his drug store, of the past 32 years, to Mr. Ross

Tiers of Burlington. Mr. Pollock will continue to be an associate with the
business.

Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Board president Robert J. Harris signed the
building contract with L.C. Scott of Toronto to build the new hospital.
Construction is expected to begin within a
few weeks.

August 1955
Dr. Graham Campbell, 93, died at his

summer residence, Queensbush, Uxbridge. It
was Dr. Campbell who purchased the site for
the new hospital and chose the name by
which it will be known. He and his wife
turned the first sod for the hospital in June.

A shortage of steel delays the start of work
on the hospital. The contractor is trying to
obtain steel required for the footings.

Work began on resurfacing of Brock St.
with asphalt from Martin's Hotel corner to
the eastern limits of town.

Demolition of the Market Hall corner
building began on Monday, August 29, under
the supervision of Mr. Don Darby.

September 1955
Construction began for a modern, new

Petrofina Service Station on the property at

RUSSEL W. POLLOCK
Sells his drug store

to Ross Tiers

The new addition to Uxbridge Public School, was opened in
September 1955. Top view shows addition with old school at left,

and bottom photo the front and south side of addition.

HOWARD YOUNG
Owner of CY & C Welding



LIFE IN THE FIFTIES & SIXTIES

40

the rear of the Bank of Commerce.
The new, one-storey, brick addition to the Uxbridge Public School was

opened on September 6. It contains four modern rooms for Grades 5 to 8.
Work began on the expansion of Williamson's Service Station on Brock St.

The new addition will add 1,500 sq. feet to the present building.
The Uxbridge Farmer's Co-op held a grand opening sale. The store is

working in conjunction with the Red and White organization.
Major and Mrs. J. Wood moved to the west coast. Mr. Woods was a

member of council and was instrumental in pushing for a Coat of Arms.
Mr. R.W. Pollock received a certificate of honour for the Canadian

Pharmaceutical Association.
Lyman Nicholls and Clifford Wagg were honoured with life memberships

in the Royal Canadian Legion.
Council votes money to purchase a Coat of Arms for the town.

October 1955
Council signed an agreement with Earl Bell for the collection of garbage in

Uxbridge for a three-year period.
The Town and Country Caterer restaurant opened in the former premises

of Wideman Jewellers, at the corner of Brock and Bascom St. The chef and
owner is Mr. Harry Briscoe, a resident of Sandy Hook.

The Willis family celebrated three generations of druggists working in the
same store. R.F. Willis, who has been 72 years in the business, his son Byron
(Bun) Willis and grandson Russell, who returned to the store this year.

Work began on the excavation for Cottage Hospital. The machinery of J.L.
Kydd was busy on the site.

November 1955
Mr. Dennis Davies, owner of the Roxy Theatre, wrote a letter to the editor

of the Times-Journal urging residents of Uxbridge to patronize the theatre,
as their business was in trouble and could not survive without support.

The Roxy Theatre installs a new 22x14 ft. seamless 'silver screen', the
very latest type to be developed.

The garage and service station known as Cleverdon Motors, located at the
corner of Main and Plank Streets, has been taken over by Mason Acton and
Harold Welch. It will be known in future as Acton Motor Sales.

Twenty-nine applications were received for the position of police chief for
the Town of Uxbridge. Eight were to be given further consideration.

A large crowd attended the offical opening of the new addition to Uxbridge
Public School on November 28. Mayor Don Davis officiated.

Dr. Carl Puterbough was elected Mayor of Uxbridge by acclamation and
Rae Ferguson was acclaimed to his 12th term as reeve.

Reeve Stuart Ball and the entire council of Uxbridge Township, were
elected by acclamation.

December 1955
Constable C.G. Wilton of the OPP station at Uxbridge for the past three

years, accepts a position at Beaverton.
Alex Williamson Motor Sales held the official opening of its expanded and

renovated garage, at Brock and Main St., on December 17.
It was announced that the St. John's School for Boys will build a new,

large school on the former farm of Ivan Monkman, about one-mile north of
Uxbridge. Cost of the school is estimated to be about $1 million.

Graham L. Chatterly, 42, from Chesley, Ont., was hired as Police Chief for
the town of Uxbridge, effective January 1, 1956.

LYMAN NICHOLLS
Received life membership

in Canadian Legion

GORD MacKELLAR
Owner of Uxbridge

Beverages - Coca Cola

SHEILA PUTERBOUGH
Wife of Mayor Carl

Puterbough.
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Williamson Chevrolet-Oldsmobile was
located at the corner of Brock and Main St. for more
than 30 years before moving their growing business
south of Uxbridge along Highway 47.

Alex Williamson purchased the
Imperial Oil station located at this
corner in 1947 and acquired the
Chevrolet and Oldsmobile 
dealership.

Top picture shows the
garage after renovations in
1955 and at bottom is the
business in 1975 before 
moving from downtown
Uxbridge.

Alex Williamson is seen
here seated at his desk with 
his brother Peter Williamson.

Alex Williamson Motor Sales
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Uxbridge Bandminton Club won
the championship of the Oshawa and
District League for the fourth time.
Back left, Jack Pearson, Arthur
Whitney, Earl Harmon, John Gill,
Garnet Gray and Peter Bernhardt.
Front left, Eileen Gould, Maxine
Parish, Marion Bernhardt, Hope
Ganton, Mary Carnwith, Eileen Gill
and Joyce Bradbury.              

Uxbridge T-J Photo, May 1955

A group of young boys, the newly
formed Cubs of Uxbridge, held their
second meeting in St. Paul's Anglican
Church basement. Pictured above, they
are, back left, Ernie British, Jack Smith,
Hugh Gissing, Ricky Groves, Bruce
Brandon, Bobby Short; Centre left,
Douglas St. John, Peter Hvidsten, Walter
Miller, Chris Whitfield, Barry Kelland; Front
left, Peter Day, Norman Hodgson, Donald
Lyons and Delbert Catherwood. 

Uxbridge T-J Photo, May 1955

Uxbridge Badminton Club

First Cub Pack
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The Uxbridge Spitfires hockey team won its fourth straight championship in March 1956, defeating Leaskdale by a score of 4-2.
Team members are, back left, Paul Broad, Jimmy Wagg, Peter De Hass, coach Dr. D.G. Davis, Doug Long, John Linton, Ian Fowlie.
Front left, Jimmy Wood, Gary Ledrew, Gary Geer, Gary Elson (captain), Ron Cordingley, David Clyde and Norman Sanderson. 

Uxbridge T-J Photo, March 1956

The machinery of J.L. Kydd
are shown here after beginning
excavation for the foundation of
the new Uxbridge Cottage
Hosptial.  Construction got
underway in October 1955, but
due to lack of funds to build the
facility and many delays, it took
until  January 12, 1959 before it
was finally officially opened to
the public.

Uxbridge T-J Photo, October 1955

Spitfires Hockey Champions

Excavation For Hospital
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Shirley Appleton shows some of
the products at Howard Shier’s booth
at the Kiwanis Trade show.

Uxbridge T-J Photo, October 1956

Alex Willisamson, left, and parts manager Mel Paul stand in front of a new 1957 Chevrolet and a 1957 Chevrolet Corvette at the
annual Kiwanis Trade Show held at the arena. Uxbridge T-J Photo, October 1956

Kiwanis Club Trade Show

MEL PAUL
Parts Manager at Williams

Motor Sales
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The Uxbridge High School Cadet Corp stand ready for its annual inspection at the west end of Brock St., Uxbridge. In addition
to the inspection, cadets displayed their gymanstic and marching skills. Bradbury’s Bakery store can be seen in the background.

Uxbridge T-J Photo, June 1955

Uxbridge High School Cadet Inspection
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1956
January 1956

Thieves made entry into Carl Beynon Jewellery store by breaking through
a window of Forsyth's barber shop and cutting a hole through the wall into
the jewellery store. The made off with $3,000 worth of merchandise.

Uxbridge Fire Brigade acquired a new 1000 gallon tank truck constructed
by C.Y. & C. Welding.

Stiver Brothers Feed Store held an official opening on January 21 in the
Watson building.

The Chamber of Commerce elected their new executive: Ppresident Miles
Houck, vice president Lyman Nicholls, secretary John Wall and treasurer
Jack Bookham.

Brother Cyril of St. John's Training School announces work is underway
on the $1,500,000 building, designed for 200 boys and a staff of 30 brothers.

February 1956
Mrs. (Clara) R. Pollock was unanimously chosen as the first president of

the Red Cross branch formed in Uxbridge.
Council plans to move police offices to the basement of municipal office

and have cells constructed.
Uxbridge Legion pledged $900 to furnish a two-bed ward in the new

hospital.
Since the Uxbridge Area Ambulance Board was incorporated on September

24, 1954, the ambulance has carried out 120 calls and travelled 7,500 miles.

Members of the Uxbridge Fire Department in full dress Feb. 23 - 1956
Fire Brigade sports New Uniforms - The Uxbridge area Fire Frigade held the annual dinner at Martin's Hotel dressed in their

new uniforms. Back left, James Martin, Stan Cain, Elmer Bell, Walt Lyons, Norman James, Laurence Wagg, Mel Smith. Middle
left, Willis Egan, Jay Merrick, Dennis Davies, John Greig, Walt Bryant, Harry Shier. Front left, B Hamilton, Dep. Chief Bun Willis,
Chief Ross Rodman, Grant Prentice and Harvey Acton.

CLARA POLLOCK
First President of Uxbridge

Red Cross Branch



UXBRIDGE: THE GOOD OLD DAYS

47

The old fire hall on
Brock St. (left) was built
during the 1870s and for
a time housed the council
chambers in the upper
floor, as well as the police
department. When first
constructed the building
had arched windows and
a double door on the
lower level. After being
burned in a fire in 1882, it
was reconstructed as it
looks in right portion of
photo. This building was
torn down during the
summer of 1955, at the
same time the Market
Hall was demolished.

The Uxbridge Citizen’s Band is seen in this mid 1950s picture at practice in the Music Hall. Victor P. Stouffer was the leader of
the band in the early 1950s until it folded. The band was revived again in 1956 with Al Beggs as the new leader.

Uxbridge Citizen’s Band
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Uxbridge Coat of Arms
One of the most important days in the modern day history of

Uxbridge came in 1956 when the town received its official
Coat of Arms.

The idea to apply for a Coat of Arms was inspired
by Uxbridge resident Major James Wood, who after
receiving council’s permission contacted Alan Beddoe

of Ottawa, the Heraldy Advisor to the Royal Canadian
Navy. Mr. Beddoe, working with local officials and the
College of Arms in London, England, created the design
and took it to England for approval.

The presentation of the Coat of Arms was an
auspicious occasion and received much publicity locally and

nationally. The ceremony “A Salute to Uxbridge” was
broadcast live on CBC, hosted by Don Fairbairn of

“Neighbourly News.”
Lieutenant-Governor Louis O. Breithaupt and his wife arrived in

town and were received by His Worship Mayor Carl Puterbough and Mrs. Puterbough at
their home. Before the ceremony, the Lieutenant-Governor inspected a colour guard of
the 11th Armoured Ontario County Regiment in front of the Music Hall.

The official party joined other guests, including Mr. Alan Beddoe, Dr. D.G. Davis, the
Honourable Michael Starr, M.P., Dr. M.B. Dymond, M.P.P. and Patrick Duffy, Warden of
Ontario County.

In his address, the Lieutenant-Governor noted that Uxbridge was leading other towns,
being the first in Ontario, and second in Canada, to receive an official and properly
granted Coat of Arms. He then presented the Letters Patent to Mayor Carl Puterbough.

Mr. Alan Beddoe read a description of the Coat of Arms, as follows:
Starting at the bottom, on the shield are two blue wavey lines on white to indicate

water, over it is the bridge in green which refers to the green timbers that were used to
make it. On the bridge is a gold Maple Leaf from the Arms of Ontario, implying that the
Uxbridge being referred to is in Province of Ontario.

Over the bridge is the mask of an Ox. Thus, here is the name of the Town, Ox- (or Ux)
bridge. The shield’s background is gold (for Gould, the founder of the town) and on either
flank are rye sheaves on green background to depict it is in the heart of an agriculture
community. The sheaves also refer to the straw that covers the back of the oxen.

The mantle flowing out of the helmet is green on the outer side with a white lining 
as the Livery colours of Uxbridge are white and green.

Out of the crown, which is made to look like gold masonry, is a red lion. The lion is
derived from the Crest in the Arms of Uxbridge, Middlesex, England, and refers to the
British traditions we have inherited in this country. It also links us up with that sister
town across the ocean. In the Lion’s paws is a cogwheel, which refers to manufacturing
and the industry of the people of Uxbridge.

This last meaning is also brought out in the Motto (at the bottom) ON’T UXBRIDGE,
or “On To It Uxbridge!”
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Alan Beddoe presented a sketch of the new Coat of Arms for Uxbridge to
the Chamber of Commerce, and after a minor change, it was approved. It
has now been sent back to England for completion.

Dulcie Colby's Boys Choir won first-place at the Kiwanis Music Festival
held at Eaton Auditorium, Toronto.

Uxbridge Fire Brigade showed of their new uniforms at a banquet held at
Martin's Hotel.

The official opening of the new addition to Uxbridge High School took
place with an overflow crowd in the auditorium.

March 1956
Mr. Al Beggs was named leader of the New Uxbridge Citizens' Band.

Upwards of 30 men have said they will participate if the band is revived.
Officers elected are: Peter Williamson, president;  Ross Brethour, secretary
and Arthur T. Whitney, treasurer.

A new bylaw will fine owners of dogs caught running at large not less
than $5 and not more than $15.

Another of Uxbridge's highly respected pioneers, Joseph Walter Gould,
passed away on March 23.

Beginning in May, Uxbridge stores announce they will stay open until 10
p.m. on Friday night, but close at 8 p.m. on Saturday.

April 1956
The new police office and cells are completed in the north end of the

municipal building.
The famous Mundinger Accordian Orchestra gave a concert at Massey

Hall, with a sell-out audience.
The Uxbridge Times-Journal published a special eight-page section in

connection with the official opening of the Fritz W. Glitsch plant. The plant
is located on five acres of land on Dallas St.,  and is 100’x180” in size.

Due to many complaints of stores closing at 8 p.m. Saturdays, 22
merchants have agreed to remain open until 10 p.m. both Friday and
Saturday nights, but will close all day Monday.

John Ashenhurst, clerk of Uxbridge Township for half a century, retired
from municipal life. Don Kennedy replaces Mr. Ashenhurst.

The Chamber of Commerce completed the house numbering
project. All homes and business in town now have a number
attached.

May 1956
The Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, The Hon. Louis O.

Breithaupt, was in Uxbridge for the presentation of the Coat of
Arms.

A chain of office, purchased by the Chamber of Commerce, was
presented to his Worship Mayor Carl Puterbough, by the
Lieutenant Governor.

Don Fairbairn, of CBC, and Alan Beddoe, designer of the
Uxbridge Coat of Arms were among the dignitaries present when
Lieutenant-Governor Louis O. Breithaupt and his wife presented
the Coat of Arms to the town of Uxbridge at the Music Hall on
Sunday, May 20.

June 1956
The town decided it will not install parking meters at the present

time. Merchants favoured an off-street parking lot over meters.
Roland Hudson was elected president of the Uxbridge Kinsmen

Club for 1956-57.

ERIC MUNDINGER
Conductor of the

Mundinger Orchestra

ARTHUR WHITNEY
Secretary of the Uxbridge

Citizen’s Band

JOHN ASHENHURST
Uxbridge Township clerk retires
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Duncan McPherson provides a sketch of how the town dump would look if
it was revitalized into a beautiful park.

Projects for Elgin Pond park this summer include sanding the beach area,
building of a floating docks and the construction of public dressing rooms.

July 1956
Joyce Bradbury, Sylvia Henderson and Bill Long will be teaching

swimming lessons to over 250 children at Elgin Pond this summer. 
Mr. John Ashenhurst, who retired from Uxbridge Township in May, was

honoured at a dinner in the Goodwood United Church.
John Wall, the Texan who made Uxbridge his home for the past six years,

is transferred back to Dallas. A large crowd gathered at the railway station
to say goodbye to their popular new friend.

August 1956
The Maples Park, operated by Mr. S. Watts, is a busy place. Over 1,500

people made use of the park's two swimming pools, picnic grounds and
horseback riding over the weekend.

Cottage Hospital is progressing nicely. The brick work is almost completed
and work has started on the roof.

Progress on St. John's Training School is advancing quickly, with work on
the interior expected to begin in September.

An 11,500 sq. ft. addition to Comco Stampings Ltd. will bring the total
size of the plant to more than 25,000 sq. ft. when completed.

The town accepted Earl Bell's offer to construct a garbage incinerator on
his property, if council extended his three-year contract to five years. Council
unanimously accepted the suggestion.

Reverend Ormiston Twiss, leaves town after serving 16 years as minister
of the St. Paul's Anglican Church.

September 1956
The enrolment at Uxbridge High School is the highest in the town's

history, with 312 students returning to class, which is up 285 from the past
year.

The Maples Park, was
located about five miles

south of Uxbridge on
Highway #47.

ROLLY HUDSON
Elected President of

Uxbridge Kinsmen Club



J. F. Edmunds opens his Fina Service Station on Toronto
St., just north of the Bank of Commerce.

Mrs. W.E. (Ruby) Remion, organist at Trinity United
Church for 38 years, tried out the new Baldwin organ
recently dedicated at the church.

Earl Bell reports the cost to construct an incinerator for
garbage is too prohibitive, so council begins to look for a
new location for a dump site.

Celia Baker of Uxbridge Township celebrated her 103rd
birthday at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Mearle
Phillips.

Police Chief Chatterly installs new white and green "two
hour parking" signs on Brock St.

Uxbridge Cleaner's and Dyers, owned by Wm. S.
Hochberg, celebrated its 10th anniversary in Uxbridge.

Uxbridge Farmer's Co-operative unveil a huge
expansion, including the erection of six grain silos, 14x40'
each; a feed mill, 40x50 feet and a feed warehouse
measuring 60x50 feet. The old mill will be dismantled.

Leila E. Hvidsten, editor of the T-J, begins a column
known as Random Jottings.

October 1956
Thieves broke into Alex Williamson's service station and

made off with the office safe. It was found the next day
with the door hacked off and about $200 missing.

The majority of council members are in favour of building a new fire hall, instead of fixing up the
present one.

Hugh Baird was crowned Champion of Canadian Plowmen at the International Plowing Match
held at Heber Downs farm, Brooklin.

More than 3,500 people attended a Trade Fair sponsored by the Kiwanis Club at the Uxbridge
Arena.

November 1956
Les Siegrist was elected president of the Uxbridge Kiwanis Club. Alex LaBrash is vice-president,

and directors are Robert Wright, Ed Barnhardt, Harold Smith, Charlie Brandon, Gord Masson, Russ
Pollock, Carl Beynon and Jim Duncan.

Mr. John Ursini opens a small industry on Main St. north, manufacturing plastic articles like
bingo and poker chips.
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Construction on St. John’s Training School was progressing rapidly in August 1956 when this photo was taken.

EARL BELL
Offers his property for a dump site
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Uxbridge Cleaners and Dyers,
with owner Isadore (Ike) Constant
seen standing in front of the
building in 1959. Mr. Constant also
owned the Roxy Theatre for a
number of years during the 1960s.

The store was located on the south
side of Brock St., just west of the Pro
Hardware store. The buildings were
torn down and replaced with the
present structures about 1972.

It was this building that the water
from the Uxbridge Creek flowed
under along a mill race.

Photo at right, shows a view of the
Constant Cleaners building from the
rear and the Uxbridge Creek flowing
under the store along the old mill
race. Water from the creek empties
out on the north side of Brock
Street.

Uxbridge Cleaners & Dyers
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Bermack's IGA store held a big reopening. The store was enlarged by a 30
foot addition to the south end. Mr. and Mrs. John Hockley will be returning
to town to operate the store.

Dr. Horace Bascom, a former Uxbridge resident, and son of the late John
Bascom, passed away at his home in Whitby in his 94th year.

Residents express disgust at the appearance of the former Market Hall
corner, stating the fence is dangerous and an eyesore.

W.O. Webster, clerk of Scott Township, retires after 39 years service.
Reeve Rae Ferguson is acclaimed to his 13th term as reeve of Uxbridge.

Mayor Carl Puterbough and the entire council is also acclaimed.
December 1956

Stuart Ball is returned as reeve of Uxbridge Township and will sit with
new deputy-reeve Earl Dowswell. Both men were acclaimed.

More than 200 voters, of a total of 251, voted in favour of a fixed
assessment bylaw for Fritz W. Glitsh Ltd..

The Uxbridge Fire Brigade elected Grant Prentice as its new fire chief.
Members of the new executive are: Bun Willis, deputy-chief, Ross Rodman,
1st captain, Bun Hamilton, treasurer, Harvey Acton, 2nd captain and Norm
James, secretary.

The Music Hall was filled to capacity for the Uxbridge Citizen's Band
concert. Guest artists included the Colby's Boys Choir, Trinity United
Church Ladies Trio, and accordian soloist Marion Wood.

Ben Kester was appointed clerk of the Township of Scott, replacing W.O.
Webster who recently retired. He now holds the positions of clerk, treasurer
and tax collector.

Some of the businesses listed at the end of 1956 are: Bradbury Bakery,
Stiver Bros., Uxbridge Lumber, Horn’s Meat Market, Uxbridge IGA, Dyson’s
Meat Market, MacPhail’s Store, Broad Coal Co. Noble Transport, Siegrist 5c
to $1 Store, Dominon Dry Goods, Uxbridge Billiards, Janssen’s Bakery,
Uxbridge Dairy Bar, Alex Williamson Motors, W.J. Wood Lumber Co.,
Shorty’s Barber Shop, Bookman Plumbing, Acton Motor Sales, Carl Beynon
Jewellery, Art Staley Tire Shop, J.A. Walters Hardware, Victor’s Clothing,
Mansion House, Roxy Theatre, Warren’s Hardware, Willis Rexall Drugs,
Oliver Beach & Son, Canadian Tire, Garnet V. Gray, Uxbridge Grill,
Morgan’s Garage, Uxbridge Creamery, Chapman’s Flowers, Shier Electric,
Lloyd’s Barber Shop, Brandon’s Shell Station, Acton’s Auto Body, Low’s
Furniture, Art Lee & Son, Comco Stamping, A.T. Tipper Sunoco, Andrew’s
Jewellery, Brownscombe & Co., Uxbridge Concrete and Moore Hardware.

HUGH BAIRD
International Ploughing

Champion

LES SEIGRIST
Kiwanis Club President

View of Brock St. about 1956 shows stores near the corner of Bascom St.  From left, are:
Shorty’s Barber Shop, Dominion Dry Goods and Willis Rexall Drug Store.

ELWOOD LEE
Uxbridge men’s clothing

store owner
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Members of the Uxbridge Branch, Royal Canadian Legion, and other members of the community are seen in this picture taken
in November 1957. The parade is passing by the stores on the east side Main Street, near the corner of Brock Street. The parade
was on its way to the Cenotaph for Armistice Day Memorial Service.   

Members of the executive of the 1956 Uxbridge
Chamber of Commerce. Front left, president Miles
Houck, with vice-president Lyman Nicholls. Back row,
left, secretary John Wall and treasurer Jack Bookham.

Chamber of
Commerce Executive

Armistice Day Parade along Main St. 
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For many years, the Uxbridge dump was located in the centre of town. This picture, taken in 1957, shows the dump site, which
is now Centennial Park, just to the south of Brock St. behind the stores. The picture also shows the remains of the old dam, which
held back the water from the creek and formed what was known as Wheler's Pond.  The dam gave way in October 1950, draining
the pond for the last time.

Horse racing at
Elgin Park was
always popular
during the Kinsmen
Fair in 1957. Note
the large crowds of
people lining the
fence.

Town Dump along Uxbridge Creek

Horse Racing at the Uxbridge Fair



LIFE IN THE FIFTIES & SIXTIES

56

Members of Uxbridge Council for 1957 are: Front left, Arnold G. Tipper, Mayor Carl Puterbough, Rae Ferguson. Back left, Dr.
Tom M. Lennox, Gord Smith, Gordon Coulter, Wm. Hockberg, Fred Kelland.      

Members of the newly elected Uxbridge Township council for 1957 posed prior to their first meeting. Front row, from left, Earl
Dowswell, deputy-reeve;  Stuart Ball, reeve; and D.S. Kennedy, clerk-treasurer. Back row, from left, R.N. Hogg, councillor;  Stanley
Slack, road superintendent; councillors Robt. Nesbitt and Clarence Bunker.   

1957 Uxbridge Township Council

1957 Town of Uxbridge Council
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Members of Scott Township council for 1957 - front left, Luther Luke, Reeve Morley Bain and John McGillivray. Back left, Francis
Hockley, Ross Thompson, road superintendent Ross Johnson, and clerk Ben Kester. 

Members of Reach Township Council for 1958 - Seated left, are, Councillor Russell Rodd, Reeve Robt. Baird, Deputy-Reeve
Howard McMillan and councillor Edward Oyler. Back left, road superintendent T. Stevens and councillor Glenn Wannamaker.   

1957 Scott Township Council

1957 Reach Township Council
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1957
January 1957

Uxbridge Post Office had one of its busiest years in history, selling more
than 85,000 two-cent stamps and handling an equal amount of mail.

A cloakroom, assembly space, new washrooms and a home economics and
manual training room have been constructed in the vacant basement of
Uxbridge Public School.

Increased production at Fritz W. Glitsch has raised the staff to a total of
49 on the payroll.

Scott Township Reeve Morely Bain was elected Warden of Ontario County
on the fifth ballot.

The barn of Irwin Kydd of Sandford was levelled by fire. Forty-two head
of cattle and 80 pigs were also lost.

Lorne Andrews was elected president of the Uxbridge Chamber of
Commerce. Vice-president is Russell Willis.

George Calbeck, manager of the Bank of Commerce, was honoured by the
Salvation Army for his work on the Red Shield campaign.

February 1957
W.O. Webster, retired clerk of the Township of Scott, was honoured for his

years of service at a banquet held in Udora United Church.
Tony Urbanski will attend the Boy Scouts Jubilee Jamboree in England.
Work has begun on partitions for the interior of the new Cottage Hospital.
Lloyd Johnson, of the Junior Red Cross, presented a cheque for $1,000 to

Gordon Coulter for the new hospital.
The newly formed Uxbridge Citizen’s Band performed at 11 functions

during its first year.
Leila Hvidsten, editor of the Uxbridge Times-Journal received the first

place award for her editorial entered in the Canadian Weekly Newspaper
Association.

Uxbridge council was asked by hospital board members to consider a
debenture to raise the balance of the funds required to complete the hospital.

MORLEY BAIN
One of youngest County
of Ontario Wardens ever

elected.

GEORGE CALBECK
Manager of Uxbridge
Bank of Commerce

Kinsmen members, Dr.
Russell St. John, Ross
James, Peter Bernhardt
and president Roly
Hudson were among
those preparing hundreds
of Easter Seals
envelopes soliciting
donations from area
residents.
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March 1957
Council on a 5-2 majority voted in

favour of a $40,000 debenture for Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital.

The Chamber of Commerce installed its
1957 executive with Lorne Andrews as
president.

Ambulance drivers Dennis Davies and
Jim Martin received their new uniforms.

Stivers Bros. have completed their new
building and are already planning for a 40’
addition sometime next year.

Bob Burroughs, Peter Arts, John
Ploeger and 18 others form a soccer club to
be called ‘Uxbridge United’.

Mayor Puterbough admits residents are
‘hostile’ over plans for the town to
contribute $40,000 towards the hospital.

April 1957
The Kiwanis club have sponsored a

Teen Age Club. The first executive is: Peter
More, president; Doreen Whitney, 1st vice
president; Elizabeth Duncan, treasurer and
Joyce Wood secretary.

Thirty four-head of cattle and two horses died in a fire which levelled the
farm of Jim Campsall, at Rosehill Farm, just north of Uxbridge.

Umphrey Bridge, located one mile west of Udora, was officially opened.
May 1957

Mr. R. F. Willis was presented with a 50-year certificate by the Ontario
College of Pharmacy in Peterborough.

At the annual meeting of the Cottage Hospital, it was decided to hold a
public subscription to raise the $100,000 still needed to complete the
hospital.

Comco Electroplating on Reach Street. was broken into over the weekend
and 56 bars of nickel were stolen.

A nine-hole golf course has been constructed on the George Kydd farm
property, just east of town, by Mr. Kydd and Art Hickling.

Heavy machinery began  the excavation on the site of the new Uxbridge
Times-Journal building on Bascom Street.

Mr. James Cameron was appointed head of the town’s works department,
replacing Mr. J.R. Russell who resigned.

Residents call for organization of a Cottage Hospital Relief Fund to raise
necessary funds to complete hospital.

Ray Laswick has been elected as president of the Uxbridge Kinsmen
Club for the next term. Vice president is Tim Brethour, secretary John
Angell and treasurer Mel Smith.

The Uxbridge Co-op held the official opening of its new mill on May 31.
About 4,000 people visited and toured the Co-op over two days. Alex Noble,
Sr., cut the ribbon to officially open the building.

June 1957
Doreen Montgomery was presented with her Gold Cord, the highest

achievement in Guiding.

Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce elected this executive for the year
1957. Front seated, is president Lorne Andrews, and standing, back left,
Jack Bookham, Fred Taylor and Russell Willis.

ALEX NOBLE, Sr.
Cuts ribbon to officially
open Co-op expansion

JIM CAMERON
Appointed head of

Uxbridge Works Depart.
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Seventeen-year-old Gary Hodgkins of Leaskdale is credited with saving
the life of Allan Lyons, 7, after he fell into the creek while fishing.

Due to non-payment, L.C. Scott, contractor for the hospital, has issued a
mechanic’s lien against the hospital. It is only a matter of time before the
uncompleted hospital building will be put up for sale.

The 148th anniversary of the Friends’ Church at Quaker Hill.
Council requested the Liquor Control Board set a date for a plebiscite

regarding the opening of legal liquor outlets in the town.
July 1957

Quick action by Police Chief Chatterly resulted in catching two armed
men who had robbed the Toronto-Dominion Bank. The thieves were caught
in a swamp east of town about 10 minutes after the robbery.

Popular humour columnist Bill Smiley began publishing his column in
the Uxbridge Times-Journal.

Scott and Uxbridge Townships agreed to help the Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital. Scott pledged $16,000 and Reach $22,000 towards the building.

Reach Township turned down a request for $12,500 to aid in the
construction of the new Uxbridge hospital.

L.C. Scott Construction agreed to a three-week postponement for a
hearing scheduled in Whitby, on the hospital situation.

August 1957
Walter Tompkins, 74, retired from his position of janitor at Uxbridge

High School, which he has held for the past 12 years.
The population of Uxbridge has now reached 2,136, an increase of 53 over

the past year.
Mrs. Alma Soper announced that Cederlea Nursing Home, located in a

spacious home on Brock St. east, has closed its doors.
September 1957

Word has been received from
the Ontario Municipal Board
that debentures for the Cottage
Hospital have been approved.
Town of Uxbridge for $40,000,
Uxbridge Township $20,000
and Scott Township $16,000.

Mayor Puterbough has
appointed a committee of three
councillors to look into a new
municipal building that will
include premises for a fire hall.

Times-Journal announces
there will be no paper
published next week due to
moving to its new location on
Bascom St.

Council learned that the
town is liable for the condition
of A.F. Husband’s Mill, which is
in danger of collapsing.

Uxbridge Kinsmen donate
another $1,000 to the hospital
bringing their total commit-
ment to $7,000.

The Uxbridge and Area Ambulance first began serving the community in March 1953,
and was operated by volunteer drivers. This picture shows two of the main volunteers,
Dennis Davies, standing, and Jim Martin, seated. They are seen in their new navy blue
uniforms and caps. During 1956 the ambulance answered 58 calls, with many patients
being transported to Port Perry hospital, since Uxbridge did not have one at that time.

RAY LASWICK
Elected President of 
the Kinsmen Club
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The Uxbridge Times-Journal
moved from its familiar Brock St.
location to a new building at 20
Bascom St., on November 14, 1957.

The modern single-storey building
featured a bright office with a
display window facing the street.
The printing shop occupied the lower
floor and the living quarters are in
the back and south side of the
building on the first floor. More than
800 people visited the open house
during the day.

Mayor Carl Puterbough, right,
presented the Editorial Writing Award
to Leila and Per Hvidsten in February
1957. The first place award was won for
an editorial written by Mrs. Hvidsten in
the Uxbridge Times-Journal for the
Canadian Weekly Newspaper
Association editorial competition.

Staff of the Uxbridge Times-Journal
when it moved to its new home on
Bascom St. included, back left, John
Mitchell, Bill Keyzers and Ralph
Mount. Front left, Harry Stemp,
Eileen Gould and Art Knight.

Uxbridge
Times-Journal



New teachers at Uxbridge High School include John Ricciardelli (Music
and Social Studies) and Ray Newton (Math, Boy’s Physical Education).

October 1957
The third liquor vote in Uxbridge in 41 years drew 87 per cent of the

eligible voters, who turned down a beer outlet and liquor store in the town.
Reach Township council voted a $4,000 grant to Cottage Hospital.
For the first time in history, Uxbridge High School was the winner of the

Inter-School Track and Field Championship.
Roland Hudson was elected president of the Ontario Public School Men

Teacher’s Federation.
Mr. W.E. (Ruby) Remion resigned as organist and choir director of Trinity

United Church after 39 years.
Brownscombe’s, one of the oldest businesses in town, is observing its 65th

birthday. Miss Dora Brownscombe has worked at the store for 40 years.
November 1957

Work is scheduled to get underway once again on the hospital, following a
meeting at the office of Mr. L.C. Scott in Toronto.

The Uxbridge Times-Journal held an open house at their new home on Bascom St. About 800
people attended the official opening and toured the building.

The Bankers’ Association awarded Uxbridge Police  Chief C.G. Chatterley and Constable James
Swinson for their quick action in arresting two armed bandits.

Council discussed the need for a new fire hall. Mayor Carl Puterbough said he would like to see a
start made within the current year.

William Hochberg was acclaimed mayor of Uxbridge for 1958 and Rae Ferguson was re-elected to
his 14th consecutive term as reeve.

Earl Dowswell was acclaimed reeve, and Robert L Nesbitt, deputy-reeve of Uxbridge Township.
December 1957

John McGillivrary is the new reeve of Scott Township, winning over Francis Hockley.
Ross Rodman, chairman of the building committee for Uxbridge Public Schoo,l announced plans

for a four room addition to the school.
Council unanimously decided to allow Sunday afternoon skating at the arena.
Uxbridge Legion’s new executive members are: Earl Harman, president; Lorne Andrews, 1st vice-

president; Vern Fair, treasurer;
D’Arcy Morden, secretary; and
Charles Faulkner, Sergeant at
arms.

Mrs. Nellie Kydd became the
second woman ever elected as a
councillor in Uxbridge. Mrs.
Sam Sharpe was the first, being
elected after the WWI. Mrs.
Kydd deafeated Stanley Beach
by a 235-143 vote.

Judge John E. Pritchard of
Whitby dismissed the lien
action for $109,827 against
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital,
thus clearing the title.

Husband’s Mill, a landmark
on the north side of the pond
for 70 years, collapsed on
December 24, the day before
Christmas.

LIFE IN THE FIFTIES & SIXTIES

62

Deerfoot Gallery, the Leaskdale studio and home of well known and talented artist,
Arnold Hodgkins, 1957.

DORA BROWNSCOMBE
Celebrates 65th

anniversary of business.
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The historic Oatmeal
Mill was a familiar
site along the north
shore of Elgin Pond
for more than 70
years.

The mill was built
on the Mill Street site of
Joseph Gould’s former
woolen and saw mill after it was destroyed by fire in June 1886. 

The new “Oatmeal Mill” was built on the site by Isaac Gould in Feb. 1887,
and operated as a woolen mill for a short time, before converted to the grinding
of oats. 

During the 1950s the mill was owned by Mr. A.F. Husband and was known
locally as Husband’s Mill. The building was condemned in the mid 1950s, and
collapsed in a heap of dust in 1957. The two upper pictures show the mill before
and after it collapsed on December 24, 1957. 

Oatmeal
Mill

Oatmeal Mill circa 1900
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This photograph shows the front of Art Forsyth's Barber Shop in
Uxbridge during the 1950s with Art Forsyth standing in the doorway. 

Dulcie Colby's Boys Choir about 1959 Front left, Lynn Fair, Ralph tayor, Dulcie Colby, Jeff Welsh, Barry Kelland. Second row, left,
neil Clark, jim duncan, Bruce Richardson, Peter Hvidsten. Third row, left, Ken Paradine, Grant Lickiss, Ron Canton, Jim Paradine,
Bruce Brandon, Don Lickiss, Ralph cox, Paul Barton, Brian Kennedy, Brade Jakeman, John Davidson. Back left, Larry Barton, Lloyd
Johnson, Gary Beach, Robt. Montgomery, Keith Davidson, Ross Risebrough, Grant Feasby, Ross Stevenson, Ron Peirs, Tim Weiss,
Ross Henderson, Art Erickson, Gene Erickson, Paul Nesbitt and Bob Beach.

A section of the R.H. Murphy Motor Sales business
about 1956. It was located in the the former Miles Houck
building on the south-east side of Toronto St., near the
present library and was listed as a Ford-Monarch
dealership.

Dulcie Colby’s Boys Choir
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The Uxbridge Kiwanis Club newly elected executive - back left, Howard Pethic, Art Lee, Fred Kelland, George Calbeck. Front
left, Elmer Fairman, Les Siegrist and Wilf French. 

Uxbridge T-J Photo, May 1957

Uxbridge Kinsmen Club executive for 1957. Pictured in back row, from left are Bruce Foote, Elwood Lee, Howard Reynolds, Bill
Low.  Front left, Walter Bellion, District Governor, Ray Laswick, president and Tim Brethour, vice president.

Kinsmen & Kiwanis Clubs of Uxbridge
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A Membership Tea of the Uxbridge Hospital Auxiliary was held in the lovely, spacious home of Miss Brownscombe on Franklin
St. south, Uxbridge.  Pictured here are members of the auxiliary, from left, Miss Dora Brownscombe, Mrs. Ethel (Ken) Moore, Mrs.
Robt. (Elinor) , president; Miss Evelyn Barber, Mrs. Lerine (George) Calbeck and Mrs.Ella (John) Low. Uxbridge T-J Photo, Jan.1958

The new Stiver Bros. building located just west of the railway tracks on Brock St. The firm was first established in Unionville in
1902 by Frank and Charles Stiver. The Uxbridge branch is operated by Ewart Stiver. The new building is 100’x36’ in size.      

Uxbridge T-J Photo, March 1957

Uxbridge Hospital Auxiliary
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A view of the  dock and swimming area at Elgin Pond taken looking south from Mill St. Throughout the 1950s and 1960s hundreds
of youngsters and adults enjoyed bathing in the cool water of the pond. Many young bathers dunked themselves in the freezing cold
water of the old "horse trough" near the road, before jumping into the pond, making it seem much warmer.

Mrs. Wm. (Joyce) Bradbury, a Red Cross swimming instructor, teaches a class of students at Elgin Pond. The pond was a busy
place every summer with hundreds of children registered for swimming lessons in the morning, and was also a popular swimming
spot during the long, hot days of summer.  Uxbridge T-J Photo,

Elgin Pond Swimming Hole
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1958
January 1958

Alex Williamson, chairman of the local public school board, received a
delegation from Sacred Heart Church who informed him that they planned
to form a Separate School Board and build a new school this year.

Ontario County Junior Farmers quartette was selected as the best in the
province. The quartette is made up of Misses Jean Pearson and Jeannette
Dobson, Walter Kerry and Ronald Werry.

Newton Umphrey, 88, has been postmaster for 50 years in Udora, and
has no plans for retirement.

Jill Richardson was chosen “Sea Queen” at the Uxbridge High School
annual ball.

A committee from the Uxbridge Recreation Association has requested
council to consider purchasing an ice-making plant for the arena.

Council reports that Police Chief Chatterley is facing immediate
suspension unless their demands for reports to council are met.

February 1958
John Pollard and Keith Wallace have been appointed as Cub and Scout

leaders in Uxbridge.
Dulcie Colby’s Boys Choir won the Kiwanis Shield at the Kiwanis Music

Festival for the third consecutive year. The award now becomes the
permanent property of the choir.

The controversy surrounding the suspension of the police chief boiled
over in council when Mayor Hochberg refused to bring the motion to a vote.
Two councillors, Jim Martin and Dennis Davies, walked out in protest.

March 1958
Cottage Hospital will elect a board of trustees with members from the

councils of  the town of Uxbridge, Reach, Uxbridge and Scott Townships, plus
three members from the Women’s Hospital Auxiliary.

When the press objected to being excluded from a meeting of council,
members of council arose and retired to the treasurer’s office, to hold their
meeting behind closed doors.

The Uxbridge I.O.D.E. elected its new officers: Regent Marie Andrews;
1st Vice Regent, Mrs. W. Gould; secretary Mrs. Ross Murray; treasurer Mrs.
R. Rattray.

Gordon MacKellar was elected president of the Chamber of Commerce .
Michael Starr, Minister of Labour and PC candidate for Ontario Riding

visited Uxbridge along with the Hon. Matthew B. Dymond for a reception at
Martin’s Hotel.

April 1957
The Kiwanis Club paid tribute to Dulcie Colby, Jeanne Pearson and the

boys choir at a special dinner, for their achievements at the Kiwanis
Festival.

Ruth Cordingley saved the life of her brother Wayne, 2, when he broke
through the ice on Electric Light Pond. Ruth plunged into the frigid water,
breaking ice with her arms as she swam to rescue him.

Mr. and Mrs. John Hockley, proprietors of IGA, were bound and gagged
in their apartment as two armed robbers ransacked their home and made off
with money.

NELLIE KYDD
First woman to be elected

mayor in Uxbridge

DULCIE COLBY
Director of award winning

boys choir

JOHN HOCKLEY
Owner of the Uxbridge

IGA store
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Morley Bain, Zephyr, was sworn in as deputy-sheriff of Ontario County.
Council passed a motion requesting the resignation of Chief Chatterley

in writing within 30 days.
Following a report by the Fire Committee, council voted in favour of

purchasing the Ansel Beverley property on Albert St. as the site for a new
fire hall.

The Roxy Theatre has been sold to Harold Newns of Streestville. Dennis
Davies, the present manager, will continue in that capacity.

May 1958
Ruth Cordingley, 13, the town’s little ‘heroine’ who teamed up with

Howard Young to rescue her brother, was a guest at the Red Cross annual
meeting in Niagara Falls.

Alex Garvie, manager of the Co-op since 1954 resigned and Mr. Russell
Kelly will take over.

The Alex Williamson Orchestra entertained following the bowling
banquet last week.

Bob Goldham, a former NHL player, was guest speaker at the Uxbridge
Recreational Assoc. banquet. Gene More and Gary Houck were presented
with trophies for most points and most valuable player, respectively.

The new cement block washrooms at Elgin Park are nearing completion.
It will have both a mens and ladies section.

Burt Moore, owner of the Uxbridge I.H.A. Hardware store, has
completely remodeled his store and held a grand opening.

Council agreed to lease the arena to the newly formed ‘Arena Board’ for a

The Alex Williamson Orchestra includes five members of the Williamson family. Front left, Jim
Williamson, Alex Williamson, Peter Williamson, Alex Williamson, Sr., and Billy Williamson. Back left,
Ross Brethour, Doug Billbrough and Harold Welch.

Uxbridge T-J Photo, May 1958

VERNON (BILL) BAILEY
Joins law firm of
Willard F. Geig

ALEX GARVIE
Co-op manager resigns
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period of 10 to 15 years at no charge, in exchange for the board installing
artificial ice in the facility.

One of the largest delegations to ever appear before council questioned
why Police Chief Chatterley was being asked to resign. They received no
answers from council who went on to other business.

Dennis Davies resigns from Uxbridge Town council, giving the recent
changeover in ownership of the Roxy Theatre as his reason.

Public School Board chairman Alex Williamson announced that a tender
for $63,055 was accepted to build a four-room addition to the school.

Mr. W.E. Remion resigns as town treasurer due to poor health.
June 1958

Vernon (Bill) Bailey, has joined the law firm of Willard F. Greig, Q.C.
Elwood Foskett is appointed the new clerk-treasurer of the Township of

Uxbridge following the resignation of Donald S. Kennedy.
The neigbouring town of Port Perry opened a new Brewers’ Retail store

on June 2.
The Kiwanis Club announce that Borden’s famous “Elsie the Cow” and

her twins Larabee and Lobelia will be at the Uxbridge Fair in October.
Delmas Long is appointed clerk-treasurer effective June 15 at a salary of

$3,900 per year. Mr. Long replaces Mr. Remion who retired the end of May.
More than 240 people took part in an inspection tour of the new Cottage

Hospital.
Rev. Harold A. Kennedy, minister of of the United Church for the past

seven years, is leaving for Taber, Alberta, with his family.
July 1958

An auction sale for the Roxy Theatre failed as there were no takers. The
theatre had been advertised for sale as a going concern.

Close to 300 swimmers have registered for swimming lessons at the pond
this summer. About 200 of these are beginners or non-swimmers, under the

The fleet of Uxbridge Dairy delivery trucks are lined up at the company's office and plant. James
Duncan, owner of the Uxbridge Dairy and Uxbridge Dairy Bar, is the man at the right of this picture.
The Uxbridge Dairy was located on the east side of Main Street, where the Hobby Horse Arms
restaurant is located today. Uxbridge T-J Photo, June 1958

DELMAS LONG
Appointed clerk-treasuer

for Town of Uxbridge

DENNIS DAVIES
Resigns from council
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guidance of Bert Law.
The new Uxbridge Separate School being built on Toronto Street is

progressing rapidly.
The planing mill at William Wood Lumber Co. was leveled in a flash fire.

Most of the machinery was removed before the building collapsed, but
damage was still estimated at $20,000.

Faye Duke, a Second Lieutenant with the Salvation Army, has arrived to
take charge of the local establishment.

Council gave approval to have an architect go ahead with plans, and the
estimated cost to build a new fire hall.

Rev. Donald R. Jay and his family arrived to begin his ministry at the
Trinity United Church.

Mr. Ike Constant and Roxy Theatre manager Dennis Davies have
purchased the Roxy Theatre as partners.

August 1958
Four firemen escaped with minor burns after a fire raged out of control,

destroying about 250 acres of reforested property at Brookdale. Damage is
estimated at $50,000.

Veterinarian Dr. D.G. Davis warned residents of a serious rabies
outbreak in the area. More than 15 people have had to take painful
injections.

Lightning strikes were blamed for two barns being destroyed, one at the
farm of Alex McGregor east of town and another south of Goodwood.

Construction is scheduled to begin in September on a new fire hall at a
cost of $19,286. The present hall will be removed and the new hall will be
built at the same location.

Over 300 animals from the Uxbridge area were given free anti-rabies
shots at the fire hall. The clinics were part of an Ontario County-wide
program aimed at stamping out the disease.

Uxbridge population increased by an even 100 and now stands at 2,236.
Rev. Kenneth B. Bauder and his family have arrived to take up

residence. Rev. Bauder is the new Free Methodist minister.
September 1958

The new addition to Uxbridge Public School is expected to be
ready by the end of September.

Gordon Coulter of the Kiwanis Club was acclaimed Lieut. Governor of
Division 6B. Gordon is the charter president of the Uxbridge club.

A foundation was completed on the south-east corner of Pond and Poplar
St., to place the old fire hall building on when it is moved.

Uxbridge Township council gives approval for an airport and speedway
east of the village of Goodwood.

Celia Baker is the oldest resident in Ontario County. She celebrated her
105th birthday on September 18 and is still energetic and active.

Break-ins occurred at Comco Stampings, Keith Acton’s garage and
Uxbridge Beverages this week.

October 1958
Herb Pearson was elected president of the Uxbridge Co-operative, taking

over from retiring president Wendell Alcock. Directors include George
Morris, Russell Kelly, Harvey Meek, Doug Ferguson, Larry Doble and
Norman Smith.

Maurice Martens, R.R. 2 Uxbridge, was awarded the tender for
construction of a new fire hall. His tender was $18,985.

Miss Helen Hughes has been hired to assume the duties of

IKE CONSTANT
New owner of the 

Roxy Theatre

ELWOOD FOSKETT
Appointed clerk-treasurer

for Uxbridge Township

HERB PEARSON
President of the

Uxbridge Co-operatives
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Perhaps no moving day every claimed more spectator interest than the moving of the fire
hall on October 9, 1958. The building was eased from its long-time stand on Bascom Street,
along Brock and Toronto Streets and was gently placed on its new foundation in the valley, on
the southeast corner of Pond and
Poplar St. Mr. Joe Harrison of
Mount Albert was in charge of
the move.

The Uxbridge Fire
Brigade members elected
their new executive in
December 1956.

Members were, front
row, left to right, Bun
Willis, deputy-chief,
Grant Prentice, fire
chief, Ross Rodman,
1st captain. Back
left, Bun Hamilton,
treasurer, Harvey
Acton, 2nd captain
and Norm James,
Secretary.

Moving Day for the Old Fire Hall



UXBRIDGE: THE GOOD OLD DAYS

73

Superintendent of Cottage Hospital effective November.
The official opening of the Goodwood Flood Control project took place on

October 3. It is the first of 14 water control projects under construction.
A crowd estimated at 1,800 attended  an open house at the new Cottage

Hospital on October 19, at which the key was officially handed to  the
chairman Robt. Harris by contractor L.C. Scott. Guests included the Hon.
Michael Starr and the Hon. Matthew B. Dymond.

A campaign to raise funds to completely equip and furnish the hospital is
now being organized.

November 1958
Two mail trains have been taken off the Uxbridge route, affecting

passenger and mail service.
Dr. John McIntyre and his family have moved into Uxbridge, and is

building a home on Dominion St.
The Uxbridge Hospital Auxiliary donates $3,000 towards equipment for

the hospital.
Uxbridge Mayor Wm. Hochberg, Reeve Rae Ferguson and new Deputy-

Reeve John A. Ball were all acclaimed to office. This will be Mr. Ferguson’s
15th consecutive year as reeve.

The entire five member council of Uxbridge Township was acclaimed for
another year, led by Reeve Earl Dowswell.

December 1958
Scott Township Reeve John McGillivary and the entire council was

acclaimed for another term.
Doreen Montgomery was the valedictorian at the annual Commencement

Night at Uxbridge High School.
It was announced that Uxbridge Cottage Hospital would be officially

opened on Monday, January 12, 1959.
Night Constable Jim Swinson tendered his resignation, effective the end

of December.
Rabies have reached an epidemic proportion in Ontario and Durham

Counties. More than 275 cases of the disease have been confirmed.
Russell Pollock was elected  the next president of the Kiwanis Club.

DR. JOHN McINTYRE
Surgeon moves to

Uxbridge with his family

JOHN McGILLIVARY
Elected to second term as
Reeve for Scott Township

The Ontario County
Mixed Quartette was
awarded first place in the
provincial competition at the
annual conference of the
Junior Farmers held in
Toronto in January 1958.
Over 30 counties were
present with more than 800
people attending. Picture  at
left shows the quartette,
from left, Walter Kerry,
Jeannette Dobson, music
director Elsie Dobson,
Jeanne Pearson and
Ronald Werry.

Uxbridge T-J Photo, January 1958
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Uxbridge High School scholarships were presented to these students at the 1959 Commencement Exercises. Back left, Derek
Rothwell, Peter Bernhardt, Robert Gillham, Lynn Taylor. Front left, Joan Shier, Donna Cummings, Catherine Beach, Marietta Smalley
and Doreen Whitney. Uxbridge T-J Photo, November 1959

Uxbridge High School's leading actors and actresses in the popular operetta H.M.S. Pinafore are, from left, Robert Montgomery,
Mary Jane Gould, Karen Taylor, Larry Barton, Sheena Drummond, Grant Feasby, Neil Taylor and Raphael Pierre. The play took
place at the annual commencement. Uxbridge T-J Photo, November 1959

High School Academics and Arts
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Uxbridge High School Basketball Team. Back left: Lloyd Wilson, Don Ferguson, John Campbell, Grant Elliott, Paul Harrison, Ray
Newton, coach. Front left: Peter Bernhardt, Lynn Taylor, Bruce Oldham, Don Prentice. Uxbridge T-J Photo, 1958

Uxbridge High School Rugby Team - 1958.  Back row, left to right, Gordon McNelly, Ron Peers, Keith Cornell, Grant Barton, John
E. Taylor, Russell Soper, Robt Gilham, Ray Wallace. Middle left, Carl Todd, Lawrie Taylor, Bill Leadlay, Derek Arbuckle, Don
Ferguson, Peter Bernhardt, John Sargeant, Ray Newton, coach. Front left, Paul Harrison, Allan Keating, Bruce Oldham, Grant Elliot,
Gary Ferguson and Lynn Taylor Uxbridge T-J Photo, 1958

High School Sports
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1959
January 1959

Lack of rainfall in June, July and August has caused the worst shortage
of water in the history of the County of Ontario according to Lynn Fair,
district representative for the Ontario Department of Agriculture.

Dr. E. Nol is the latest doctor to have taken up residence in Uxbridge.
The Hon. Matthew B. Dymond, Minster of Health, cut a wide, white

ribbon to officially open the Cottage Hospital in Uxbridge.
Future of the Chamber of Commerce is in question after only nine

members, and one local merchant, show up for the annual meeting.
Harry Stemp, an employee of the Uxbridge Times-Journal, began writing

a sports column for the paper.
February 1959

Dorothy Wilma Keyzers, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Keyzers, was the
first child to be born in the new Cottage Hospital.

The new Bell Telephone building is being erected on Victoria St. 
Fire destroyed the home of Mr. Joe Pickett in Uxbridge Township when

fire-fighters were unable to reach the home because of eight-foot snowdrifts.
Uxbridge council gave the go-ahead to the recreation association to

proceed with an artificial ice campaign for the arena.
Mr. LaVerne Ellenberger was appointed to the position of night constable

for the local police department.
An additional 82 telephones were installed in Uxbridge in 1958, bringing

the total to 1,315 in the town.
March 1959

Jack Ballinger was runner-up as the best actor in the Inter-School
Drama Festival held at the Music Hall, Uxbridge.

The Ontario Water Resources Commission suggest Uxbridge look at a
lagoon system for the expansion of their sewage plant.

Cottage Hospital recorded its 100th patient. There have been 18 births
and 27 operations since it opened on January 15.

Mr. Isaac Catherwood was hired as town welfare officer.
Fifteen members of the Chamber of Commerce met and voted to proceed

as an organization.
Two men parachuted to safety before their twin-engine Caribou troop

carrier crashed into field on the farm of Percy Pearce near Udora.
John Low was elected a director of the Ontario Municipal Electric Assoc.

April 1959
For the first time in history a local hockey team has brought an Ontario

Championship home. The Uxbridge Midget C team defeated Lambeth to earn
the honours.

Hockey trophy winners at the Uxbridge Kinsmen Club annual hockey
awards were presented to Gary Elson (Captain of the Uxbridge Midget C
Champions); Doug St. John, (PeeWee Most Valuable Player); Jimmy Guppy
(Captain of the St. John’s Midgets); Barry Kelland (Midget MVP); and Terry
Burke (Captain St. John’s PeeWees).

M.B. Dymond, M.P.P., announces that the Goodwood-Manchester road
has been designated as a development road and work will now go forward on
reconstruction.

GARY (ELSON) JACKSON
Capt. of Midget C

Champions.

EARL DOWSWELL
Reeve of the Township

of Uxbridge

DR. M.B. DYMOND
Ontario County MPP

Minister of Health
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Construction of the long-awaited hospital for Uxbridge
began with a sod turning in May 1955, and the
construction machinery of J.L Kydd was moved onto the
site in October to begin excavation for Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital.

Unfortunately due to lack of funds to build the
facility and many delays, it took more than three years to
complete the hospital, seen here in various stages of
construction.

Finally on January 12, 1959, the hospital
was officially opened by Ontario Health
Minister Dr. M.B. Dymond. Dr. Dymond is
seen upper right  with Dr. Russell St.
John and an unidentified man.

Top photo shows Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital as it looked
near the end of construction in
1958; at right, J.L. Kydd
construction begins
excavation; and
at bottom,
the steel
framework of
the hospital
while in the
early stages of
construction.

Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital
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The official opening of St. Joseph’s Separate School took place on May 3.
The cement floor was poured in the new fire hall, completing the project,

except for the driveway. Trucks have been stored in sheds at the rear of
Martin’s Hotel during construction.

Wm. Morgan is sworn in as a special constable for the town.
The Uxbridge Lawn Bowling club opened its season on May 23. Mr. C.

Tunstell, H. Colleran and Dr. Mellow will hire a new groundskeeper.
May 1959

A large crowd attended the official opening of St. Joseph’s School. The
official blessing was performed by the Rev. Francis A. Marocco of Toronto.

Frances Blaze was crowned Queen of Uxbridge High School by radio star
Robert Goulet at the formal ball. Princesses are Diane Taylor and Peggy
Hickling.

John Angell is elected president of the Kinsmen Club for 1959-60. Dr.
D.G. Davis, vice-president; Harry Hudson, secretary; Elwood Lee, treasurer.

A new golf course is being constructed on the farm of Jack Low.
Bell Telephone announced that when the dial system goes into operation

in October, Uxbridge will be known by the word “ULster”.
June 1959

The Dominican Sisters, who have been living in the former Gould home
on Toronto St. since 1951, left for their new home in Alexandria.

Due to the dry season, the water supply in town has dipped to a
dangerously low level. Residents are urged to curtail consumption.

Plans are underway in Uxbridge Township to renovate and improve the
community hall in Goodwood.

The small, white-frame Friends’ Church at Quaker Hill celebrated its
150th anniversary on Sunday, June 21. About 250 people attended.

July 1959
A severe electrical storm is blamed for a fire which destroyed the two-

storey home of Mr. D. Alderson, Con. 7, Uxbridge Township.

Concerned about the dangerous condition of the Ross Douglas property at the corner of Brock and Toronto St., council orders the
property fenced. The dangerous hole was the location of the former Market Hall, Fire Hall and other commercial buildings.

ART HICKLING
Owner of Hickling’s

grocery store

JOHN ANGELL
Kinsmen Club president



Paving of County Road No. 9, from Hwy. 12 to Epsom is expected to begin in two weeks.
On the request of school board member Cy Richardson, council passed a bylaw authorizing a

debenture of $300,000 for the construction of an addition to Uxbridge High School.
Council received a $1,500 cheque from an insurance company because Ross Douglas, owner of the

former Market Hall property, failed to erect a building on the site in the agreed time.
Thieves broke into Comco Stampings and made off with over 500 pounds of nickel.
Concerned about the dangerous condition of the Douglas (Market Hall) property at the corner of

Brock and Toronto St., council passes a bylaw to have the property fenced.
Miss Doreen Evans, Uxbridge was declared Ontario Dairy Princess for 1959.
Telephone service men started to install the new dial telephones in homes

and offices around town.
August 1959

A tanning industry has been revived in the old Uxbridge Tannery building
on Toronto St., north.

Goodwood Airways Ltd. will open for business on August 22. The company
has two aircraft.

The resurfacing of Brock Street, from Toronto Street to the railway tracks,
is about to get underway.

Uxbridge population reaches 2,311 people, an increase of 75 residents over
the past year.

Tenders are being called for garbage collection. The agreement between
Earl Bell and the town expires next month.

September 1959
A trotting track for race-horse training was constructed about five miles

south of town on the farm of Forrest Stiner.
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Dial Telephone came to Uxbridge on Sunday, October 18, 1959, at 3:01 a.m. Operators of the former system are seen here
seated from left to right, Miss Walinck, Mrs. Hodgkins, Miss Wells, Mrs. Brethour and Mrs. Beacock. Standing are Miss M. Knight,
chief operator, and Miss McDonald, who was in Uxbridge in the capacity of customer instructor.

Uxbridge T-J Photo, October 1959

ELINOR HARRIS
Wife of lawyer and former

Mayor, Robert Harris
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Joseph Gould provided the property and the
funding to construct the “Gould Institute,” but did
not live long enough to see it completed.

After his death in June 1886, his executors were
left to construct the magnificent building at the
corner of Brock and Toronto St. It was officially
opened on December 9, 1887 and over the years
was known as the Mechanics’ Institute.

Cost to construct the impressive brick
building was $4,200, and when it opened
its shelves held more than 5,000 books.

It wasn’t until 1895 that the name of
the institute was changed to the
Uxbridge Public Library. In 1902 the
public libraries inspector reported it was
the best equipped library of its size in
Ontario.

In 1986, a century after the original
building was constructed, a large,
modern addition was constructed to
the south of the present building.
The addition was designed to
blend with the old building.
Further renovations, including
new cedar shingles, painting
and cleaning of the bricks
took place in 1995.

The Public Library
continues to be the most
recognizable
landmark in
Uxbridge to 
this day.

Uxbridge Mechanics’
Institute / Library

Public Library
and Bell Tower

about 1920

Public Library
1959
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An old-fashioned barn raising took place on the farm of Elmer Wilson,
Uxbridge Township. About 50 men gathered at the farm and assisted in
raising the beams. The 30’x60’ structure was purchased at Highland Creek,
torn down, moved and reconstructed on the Wilson’s farm.

The first twins born at Cottage Hospital arrived on September 5, 1959.
The two girls, Sherri and Shirley, are the daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
James, Goodwood.

A total of 910 students returned to class in Uxbridge, the largest number
ever recorded: high school 363; public school 457; separate school 90.

Mrs. Celia Baker celebrated her 106th birthday. She is one of the oldest
residents in the province. She is still bright, aware and happy.

October 1959
Rev. W.J. Stonehouse, his wife and three sons have moved to Uxbridge,

from Ottawa, to assume duties at the local Free Methodist Church.
Ongoing vandalism and destruction to parks buildings prompts Wilfred

H. Gould to suggest that council hire additional ‘police deputies’ to help get
things under control.

Workmen are busy along Brock St. laying gas mains.
An crowd estimated at 5,000 attended the fourth annual Kiwanis Trade

Fair at the arena.
Reach Township council appointed Alex Johns as its clerk-treasurer.
The new Uxbridge Fire Hall was officially opened, with about 200 people

attending the open house.

Pupils of Uxbridge Public School took  part in a service for Remembrance Day at a special display erected in the hall. Four Grade
8 students bow their heads in respect, from left, Nancy Bell, Judy Huntley, Peter Hvidsten and Bill Ballinger.

MYRTLE KNIGHT
Bell Telephone employee

for 40 years
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Ontario Hydro plans to build a 60’x100’ block building on Plank Street,
just south of Uxbridge Beverages, for offices and a service centre.

Miss Myrtle Knight, a Bell Telephone employee for 40 years, was
honoured at a dinner at the Legion Hall.

Uxbridge Library celebrated its 100 anniversary of service to the town.
Founded in 1859 in the Temperance Hall, it was first known as the
Mechanics’ Institute.

November 1959
Terry Eng, employee of the Uxbridge Grill, returned home from Hong

Kong with his new wife Ling Ying Chiu (Judy).
Chalmers Presbyterian Church observes its 90th anniversary at a special

service on November 8.
Mayor Wm. S. Hochberg, Uxbridge and Reeve Earl Dowswell, Uxbridge

Township took part in a ceremony to turn on the first natural gas flame for
the community.

Earl Bell purchased a large, new truck to collect garbage after being
awarded the contract for the town.

December 1959
Three men challenged for the position of mayor of Uxbridge. Incumbent Wm. S. Hochberg is

contested by Stanley Beach and Fred Kelland. Mr. Hochberg was the successful candidate.
Reeve Rae Ferguson is returned for his 16th consecutive term as reeve of Uxbridge.
John McGillivray was returned as reeve of Scott Township, defeating Ross Thompson by a vote of

389-223.
The Fifth Line School in Uxbridge Township was officially opened, although it has been

operating since January this year. The school has a total of 56 students attending.
Uxbridge Township Reeve Earl Dowswell officially opened the modern, new township garage just

south of Goodwood.

Uxbridge Farmer’s Co-operative Board Members for 1956-57. Back left, Luther Luke, Harvey Meek, Douglas Ferguson, Herbert
Pearson. Front left, Alex Garvie, manager; Gerry McGuire, secretary, George Moore, president and Wendal Alcock, vice-president.

TERRY ENG
Brings wife Judy home

from Hong Kong
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This picture shows Uxbridge resident Duncan McPherson riding on his new Bombardier Ski-Doo in Feb. 1960. Mr. McPherson
was a talented artist and cartoonist, and for many years, while working for The Toronto Star, was regarded as the best political
cartoonist in Canada. He lived in Uxbridge for a number of years before moving to Toronto.

An old-fashioned barn raising took place in September 1959 on the farm of Elmer Wilson, Uxbridge
Township. About 50 men gathered at the farm and assisted in raising the barn. The 30’x60’ structure was
purchased at Highland Creek, torn down, moved and reconstructed on the Wilson’s farm.
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Life
In The 
Sixties

As the 1950s became history and the 1960s began, there were plenty of
reasons for Uxbridge to look toward the future with optimism and
anticipation. Having  just come through a decade in which its residents
showed they still had the energy and resilience of their forefathers, there was
much optimism about the community’s future.

Unfortunately one lingering issue from 1959, the firing of Police Chief
Chatterley immediately came to the forefront. Before the end of the first year,
both the mayor and the police chief resigned their positions and there were
clashes between council members and the press. The town hired LaVerne
Ellenberger as its new chief, but he also ran into troubles with the town
fathers and, by early 1967, this chief was also suspended and replaced.

But in spite of these problems, Uxbridge did continue to grow and
prosper. In 1960 they built and opened a new new curling rink; industry
flourished with Comco Stampings and Fritz W. Glitsh both expanding; the
local high school, public school and separate schools all underwent
expansions; a large new Masonic Temple was constructed; the town’s
churches - Trinity United, Presbyterian, Anglican, Free Methodist and
Salvation Army all underwent expansion, while the Catholic and Baptist
congregations constructed new buildings in which to worship.

One of the controversial issues during the decade was a plebiscite to allow
liquor and beer outlets into the community. The town was split as the ‘yes’
and ‘no’ camps gathered to promote their views at numerous public meetings
in the months leading up to the vote. In March 1963, voters overwhelmingly
approved stores for the sale of beer and liquor, making the town ‘wet’ for the
first time in more than 45 years.
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On a sad note, ninety years after the first passenger train chugged to a
stop at the Uxbridge railway station, this important service to the community
came to an end. Mail delivery to the town was terminated in April 1960, and
the final passenger train pulled out of the station in December the following
year. It’s ironic that thousands gathered to greet the first train, while only a
handful were on hand to watch as the last train disappeared down the tracks.

Two local women made history during this decade. First was Mrs. Nellie
Kydd, who after serving a few years as a councillor, became the first woman
mayor in the town’s history. The second woman of note was none other than
‘Granny’ Celia Baker, who lived to be the oldest person in Ontario County, and
one of the oldest in the entire province, before she passed away three months
before her 109th birthday.

It’s apparent that community leaders did not learn anything regarding the
loss of heritage buildings during the 1950s. Lack of concern for local history
resulted in three more important landmarks being torn down during this
decade.

The most unfortunate loss was the century-old residence of Joseph Gould,
the town’s most industrious citizen during the 1800s. His beautiful home was
demolished to make room for a playground at the new St. Joseph Public
School. Next, the Mansion House hotel, a landmark at the corner of Brock and
Toronto Street since 1871, was leveled. Finally, towards the end of the decade
the historic post office closed, and it wasn’t long before the familiar clock
tower was toppled in the name of progress. Fortunately the Music Hall was
spared, although tearing this hall down was discussed during the early 1960s.

A critical water shortage throughout the early 1960s almost brought the
village to a standstill, as water use was restricted, and shut down at
designated times. During the emergency, water was pulled from Elgin Pond
and purified for use. And while drinking water was at a premium, the town
received more than its share of water during the spring of 1965 when a dam
burst at Brookdale, sending thousands of gallons roaring towards town. Elgin
Pond overflowed its banks, creeks swelled into small lakes, and many homes
and businesses were flooded.

Construction and growth continued throughout the 1960s, with two
additions being added to Cottage Hospital and a large addition to the local
arena. In addition to growth of institutional buildings, construction of new
houses and apartment buildings began an unprecedented growth spurt for the
community. By the end of the decade there were 2,900 residents, the highest
population ever recorded in the town’s history.

This is just a sampling of the many activities and events which happened
during the sixties which are documented on the following pages.
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Uxbridge area curling enthusiasts
met in March 1960 and formed a
committee to look into the feasibility  of
building a curling rink and selecting a
site.

Among those handed the task were
Harvey Acton, chairman; Bill Bradbury,

Ross Murray, Murray Taylor, treasurer;
Earl Harman, secretary, and Bill Bailey.

Within three weeks, the committee had
selected a site behind the arena and had 129
anxious curlers signed up for membership.

Footings for the 80’x160’ building were poured
in August and by the time it opened for play in
November the club had almost 200 members. 

A few of the committee members were the
first to try the ice, seen at left, Earl Harman,
Harvey Acton, president, (throwing stone) and
Murray Taylor.

In December the first mixed bonspiel
held in the new Uxbridge Curling rink
attracted 14 teams.

Uxbridge
Curling Club



1960
January 1960

Bun Hamilton builds a unique snowplane, which he intends to use when
he goes out ice fishing this winter.

Council for the town of Uxbridge for 1960 included: Nellie Kydd; Mayor
Wm. Hochberg; Reeve Rae Ferguson; Deputy-Reeve John Ball; W.H. Gould,
Chas. Johnson, James Martin, Fred Steward and A.G. Tipper.

In its first year of operation, Cottage Hospital admitted and treated a
total of 951 patients. There were 149 babies born and 295 operations
performed.

Roxy Theatre announced it will close Monday to Wednesday each week
due to lack of attendance.

February 1960
A Pickering girl injured when she was struck on the head by the starting gate during the trotting

races in Uxbridge in 1958, was awarded $14,500 for her injuries by a justice of the Supreme Court.
Bert Geer and Harry Stemp are the newest members of the Uxbridge Kinsmen Club.
An executive meeting of the new Red Cross organization was held at the home of president Mrs.

Fred (Mona) Taylor. 
Roy Painter received word of his promotion to the rank of Captain in the reserve army.
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An executive meeting of the new Uxbridge Red Cross organization was held at the home of Mrs. Mona (Fred) Taylor. Attending
the first meeting were from left, Jennette Painter, Mary Kelly, Mona Taylor, president; Dorothy Richardson, vice-president; Ruth
Masson, secretary and Ruth Law, treasurer. Uxbridge T-J Photo,

REV. STONEHOUSE
Free Methodist Minister
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One of the worst snowstorms in years blocked all roads in and out of
Uxbridge. Nine-inches of light snow fell, accompanied by 45 mph winds,
causing 12-foot drifts along many roads.

There are now over 1,400 phones in the Uxbridge area. Bell Telephone
added 55 more units during the past year.

Duncan McPherson takes a Ski-Doo snowmobile out for a test ride in
Elgin Park during the last snowstorm.

March 1960
Eric Horn, who has been recuperating in hospital since last September

came home. Mr. Horn suffered serious injuries when his truck was hit by a
train.

Larry Barton and Sharon Chase were chosen top orators in a public
speaking contest.

Fire completely destroyed the home of Mr. K.V. Watson, 3rd concession,
Scott Township, while they were at work in Toronto.

Charter president John M. Low was guest speaker at the 40th anniversary
of the founding of the Kinsmen Club in Canada.

Mayor William S. Hochberg resigned as Mayor of Uxbridge following a “no confidence” vote by
members of council. The mayor cited his inability to properly maintain decorum and dignity at
meetings as his reason for resigning.

Const. LaVerne Ellenberger has resigned and accepted a position with the Pickering Police Dept.
Uxbridge Township spent more than $17,000 on snow removal during January and February.
Norman A. Alexander was honoured by the High School Board for his 35 years of service to the

board.
A committee has been formed to look into the feasibility of building a curling rink, and selecting

a suitable site. Members are Harvey Acton, chairman; Bill Bradbury, Ross Murray, Murray Taylor,
Earl Harman and Bill Bailey.

NORMAN ALEXANDER
Honoured for 35 years to
the Board of Education

The first practice of the Stonehouse Band band, which was formed by Mrs. W.J. Stonehouse from her music students. Members
are, back left, Malcolm Randall, Bruce Richardson, Lloyd Stonehouse, Gerald Stonehouse, Gordon Elford, Victor Stonehouse and
John Taylor. Front left, Keith Elford, Paul Simpson, Norman Hodgson, Gerald Bauder, David Taylor and Bob Hodgson.

Uxbridge T-J Photo, April 1960
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April 1960
Gordon Coulter was elected president of the Cottage Hospital Board.

Robt. J. Harris, who has served in this capacity since 1948, has retired.
Mr. Newton Umphrey, the oldest person in the Canadian postal service,

has decided to retire. Mr. Umphrey is 90-years-old and has been post master
in Udora for 52 years.

A storm with 80 mph winds swept through the area, and at Goodwood
Airport a four-seater Stinson aircraft was flipped over and damaged.

The last mail delivery to Uxbridge by way of CNR took place. Mail will
now be delivered and taken out of town by truck.

In just three weeks, 129 members have signed up for a local curling club.
Plans are to build a four-sheet rink on the athletic grounds, behind the
skating rink.

May 1960
Council re-hired LaVerne Ellenberger, and appointed him Sargeant. Wm.

Morgan and Frank McKaye were appointed special constables.
TV personality Joyce Sullivan was special guest at the High School

formal spring dance, and crowned Karen Taylor Queen of the Ball. Runners-
up were Mary Jane Gould and Sharon Henderson.

Donna Morrison, 11, jumped into the pond and rescued eight-year-old
Johnny Arens after he fell off the dock. Her quick action is credited with
saving the youngster’s life.

Dr. Donald G. Davis was elected president of the Kinsmen Club.
June 1960

The County of Ontario relieved the Town of Uxbridge of its debenture of
$153,000 for construction of Cottage Hospital. The County also granted
relief to Uxbridge and Scott Townships, Port Perry, Pickering and Ajax and

NEWTON UMPHREY
Retires as postal clerk for

Udora after 52 years

FRANK McKAYE
Appointed Special

Constable by council

Charles E. Steward, collector of mail from the CNR trains for 20 years, is seen here unloading
the final mail delivery to Uxbridge by way of rail on Sat., April 23.

Uxbridge T-J Photo, April 1960

BILL BRADBURY
Member of the first 

Curling Club committee
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granted $240,000 towards
construction of an addition to Oshawa
General Hospital.

Hotel Evelyn, operated by Jack and
Evelyn Morrison, held its official
opening. To date four rooms have
been beautifully renovated.

Uxbridge Co-op opened its large
modern grocery and hardware store,
which is in association with the Red
and White food store franchise. More
than 2,000 attended the opening.

The Red Cross swimming program
at Elgin Pond will be headed up this
year by Bert Law, supervisor; Miss
Doreen Montgomery, instructor; Ruth
Cordingly and Jane Bernhardt,
teaching beginners.

The number of visitors in any
patient’s room at Cottage Hospital
will now be limited to two.

More than 650 invited guests visited
the new Bell Telephone Co. dial
building on Victoria St. during an
open house.

Mr. Distin McDonald of Goodwood
was honoured on his retirement by
Uxbridge Township officials. Mr.
McDonald served as tax collector for
42 years.
Police Chief Graham L. Chatterley

tendered his resignation after five
years in Uxbridge. He cited lack of
confidence and co-operation of council
as one of his main reasons.

July 1960
The new nine hole Reach Road Golf

Course and club house was officially
opened on Dominion Day. Proprietor
of the course is John M. Low.
Workmen have been busy erecting a

new fence around the eyesore at the
corner of Brock and Toronto St.
Council passed a bylaw prohibiting

the discharge of firearms and air
guns within the town limits.
Mr. Arnold G. Tipper was appointed

by council as mayor of Uxbridge for
the remainder of the year.
The Women’s Auxiliary presented

Cottage Hospital with its newest
piece of equipment, an explosion-
proof incubator.

Karen Taylor was crowned Queen of the Ball at the Uxbridge High School
spring formal dance. Runners up to Peggy were, left, Mary Jane Gould and
Sharon Henderson.               Uxbridge T-J Photo, April 1960

Uxbridge High School cheerleaders dressed in their new outfits in 1960.
Back row, left, Peggy Hickling, Jill Richardson, Mary Jane Gould and Carolyn
Bunker. Front left, Dianne Hemmington and Sandra Walters.

Uxbridge T-J Photo, May 1960
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The Bascom House was built in 1884 on the
north side of Brock St., Uxbridge and used as a
hotel until being sold in 1920.

Harold Cave, publisher of the North Ontario
Times and Uxbridge Journal, purchased the
building and moved into the old hotel. Here he
amalgamated the papers and for the next 37 years
the building was home to the Uxbridge Times-
Journal.

After the T-J moved out in late 1957, the
building sat vacant until Jack and Evelyn
Morrision (right) purchased it and began operating
a restaurant called Evelyn’s Grill.

In 1960, the Morrisons opened
Hotel Evelyn with four beautifully
renovated and tastefuly decorated
rooms.

Each room was decorated in
harmonizing pastel shades, and
featured wall-to-wall carpeting
and four-piece bathrooms. 

Entrance was gained through
a  bright centre hall, and at the
top of the staircase was a large
upper hall with a lounge.

Hotel Evelyn
& Evelyn’s Grill
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The new swimming pool at St. John’s School was officially opened. The
pool is L-shaped and 100’ long, with a wide concrete deck.

The editor of the Times-Journal is sternly criticized at Uxbridge council.
Reeve Rae Ferguson commented that for years “we got along without them
(reporters) very well,” and councillor Jim Martin replied “and we will again
when they are gone.”

August 1960
The footings are poured for the basement of the new curling rink and

block laying is proceeding. The basement will house dressing rooms, wash
rooms, lounge and is 80’x160’.

Miss Betty Noble, RR 2 Uxbridge was the winner of the Ontario County
Dairy Princess competition and will now compete at the CNE.

Uxbridge population reached 2,369, an increase of 58 in the last year.
Stiver Bros. announce they have purchased the business of the Broad

Coal Co.
Council authorizes an expenditure of $2,000 to erect an exhibits building

in Elgin Park, for use at fairs and other occasions.
The arena was designated as a community centre by council, and in

future will be known as the Uxbridge Community Arena.
September 1960

Roland Hudson, was unanimously voted an Honorary Membership in the
Kinsmen Club of Uxbridge. Mr. Hudson retired recently to pursue his
teaching career in Scarborough.

Enrollment at Uxbridge schools tops 970 this year with 401 at the high
school; 482 at the public school and 90 at the separate school.

From 11 applicants, Uxbridge council selected LaVerne Ellenberger as
the new chief of police, with a salary of $3,800. He will be assisted by police
Constable Norm Uren.

Mrs. Celia Baker celebrated her 107th birthday. She has been living with
her daughter Mrs. Merle Philips south of town for the past 15 years.

Thieves broke into Sacred Heart Parrish and made off with $250 from
offerings and personal savings of Rev. A. Marynen.

The curling club is progressing and should be opened no later than
November 1. The club now has 180 members of the 200 it can accommodate.

October 1960
Reeve Rae M. Ferguson resigns as Reeve of the Town of Uxbridge after

serving for 17 consecutive terms. He has accepted an appointment on the
Oshawa Suburban Roads Commission.

The ice plant and more than 28,000 feet of pipes for cooling is being
installed by C.Y.&C. Welding of Uxbridge, a sub contractor for Canada Ice
Making Machines.

Clara Pollock, Fred Kelland, Mona Taylor and Reg Hare received awards
for their outstanding contributions to the local branch of the Red Cross.

Rae Ferguson was given a testimonial dinner by town associates and they
presented him with a leather briefcase for his 24-years of service to the town
as councillor and reeve.

Council has arranged a special meeting after learning that CNR officials
were considering termination of passenger service to Uxbridge and other
points.

November 1960
Martin’s Hotel hosted a meeting of  former Wardens of Ontario County,

with 13 attending the semi-annual dinner.
Mr. Fred Smith was engaged as Uxbridge Arena manager at $68 per

LA VERNE ELLENBERGER
Appointed Chief of Police

following the resignation of
G.L. Chatterley.

A. G. TIPPER
Appointed interim Mayor

of Uxbridge

MONA TAYLOR
Receives Red Cross

Award
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week. Peter Forsyth was hired for maintenance and icemaker at a salary of
$60 per week.

Members of the curling club tried out the ice before the official start of the
curling season.

John A. Ball was appointed Reeve of Uxbridge following the resignation of
Rae Ferguson. W.H. Gould will assume the post of deputy-reeve.

Councillors became concerned with the high cost of fire protection, in
particular the retainer frees which total $1,275 annually to four fire
departments.

Health Minister Dr. M.B. Dymond officially opened the Reach #2
Consolidated School at Greenbank.

Gray Coach Lines begins daily passenger service to and from Toronto on a
trial basis.

Trinity United Church  received approval to go ahead with plans for a
Christian Education building on the church.

December 1960
More than 300 people attended a nomination meeting at the Music Hall. There will be a four-way

contest for mayor with encumbent A.G. Tipper, Jim Martin, Fred Kelland and Wm. S. Hochberg
vieing for the position.

Uxbridge Township returned Reeve Earl Dowswell, and in Scott Township Reeve John
McGillivray was acclaimed.

Fred Kelland emerged victorious in the battle to become mayor, defeating his opponents by a
nine-vote margin.

A Greenbank service station, mill and the contents of both, owned by Ivan Spencer, were
destroyed by fire.

Edward Oyler was elected Reeve of Reach Township defeating Thomas Harding 859 to 367 votes.
Donna Morrison was presented a Bronze Cross by the Girl Guides for her quick actions in saving

a young boy’s life in the pond earlier this year.
The community was shocked to learn of the death of 37-year-old resident Russell W. Pollock at

Cottage Hospital.
Ron Huntley was elected president of the Uxbridge Legion,

defeating James Munro.
The first mixed bonspiel held in the new Uxbridge Curling

rink attracted 14 teams.

FRED SMITH
Uxbridge Arena manager

FRED KELLAND
Wins four-way race to become mayorThe United Church makes plans to add an education wing to the church in 1960.
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Not long after Cottage Hospital opened in January 1960, Uxbridge had three doctors serving the
community. They are pictured here, from left, Dr. Russell St. John, Dr. Ed Nol and Dr. John McIntyre.

Showing its age, the old Shier Electric building is seen here about 1960, not long before it collapsed. The building was located
on the north side of Brock St. beside Morgan's Texaco garage (now Country Style). Twice Around Tack is located on the site that
this building formerly occupied.

Historic Building Collapses
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A birthday celebration at the Uxbridge Grill in 1960 when owner Tommy Boys and the Eng family entertained friends at the
birthday of Jack Eng.  From left, Mrs. J. Eng, Jack Eng, Judy and Terry Eng, Tommy Boyes and young Paul Eng in foreground. The
party was also to celebrate the return of Terry Eng from Hong Kong with his new wife Ling Ying Chiu (Judy) Eng.

Celebration at the Uxbridge Grill

The Santa Claus Parade proceeds west along Brock St. in December 1961. In the background are two houses, which were later
removed and the land is now occupied by the post office. A restaurant and a parking lot replaced the large billboard.
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The Uxbridge
Farmer’s Co-operative

has been an important
assest to both

farmers and residents
of the town of

Uxbridge for close
to a century, getting its
start as the Uxbridge
Farmer’s of Ontario
(UCO) in 1915.

The Co-op’s first
building at this site was

an old coal shed, purchased a few years later from Harvey J.
Gould for $500.
But it was during the 1950s and 1960s the feed mill, hardware

and grocery store underwent their most significant growth.
One of the first major expansions came in April 1951, when

excavation got underway for a new 57’x70’ building at the corner  of
Brock and Victoria St. (upper photo). The new facility, under the
guidance of manager Ed. Latcham, opened in October with great
fanfare.

In 1955 the Co-op unveiled a huge expansion, including the
erection of six grain silos, 14’x40' each; a feed mill, 40’x50’ and a
feed warehouse measuring 60’x50’ (bottom photo). An official
opening was held in May 1957 with more than 4,000 area
residents, men, women and children, visiting and touring the site.

Progress was never-ending at the Co-op and, in 1960, after
further extensive renovations, a large modern grocery and
hardware store was opened, in association with the Red & White

food store franchise.
Members of the Uxbridge Farmer’s Co-operative took another giant step
forward in 1965, voting unanimously in favour of becoming a branch of

the United Co-operatives of Ontario.
Three years later they underwent a $30,000 expansion program to

change the appearance of the store and mill facilities and re-
opened the grocery business in December 1968 under the

name Super Save.

Uxbridge Farmer’s  Co-operative
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1961
January 1961

A 50 year old member of the Goodwood Flying Club crashed near the
village and was killed.

Uxbridge council held its inaugural meeting. Taking the oath of office
were Fred Kelland, mayor; John A. Ball, reeve; W.H. Gould, deputy-reeve
and councillors Charles Johnson, Nellie Kydd, Estelle Willis, Ernest
Bradbury, Fred Taylor and Leila Hvidsten.

Norman Alexander was honoured at a testimonial dinner. Before retiring
he had served the public and high school boards for 35 years.

The old bakery building on Bascom St. was torn down to make room for
a new building for the Department of Agriculture.

February 1961
Uxbridge residents found themselves without water following a break-in

at one of the mains. Fourty-inches of frost in the ground created
considerable trouble in repairing the main.

There were 164 babies born at Cottage Hospital in the past year.
The town was plunged into darkness for a few hours after a transformer

on Bascom St. burned out.
Mrs. Celia Baker was presented a TV set by the new television station

CFTO. The gift was for being the oldest resident in their viewing area.
Vandals broke into the Catholic Convent (former Gould house) and

caused considerable damage inside.
Ron Huntley was elected president of the Uxbridge Legion for 1961.
Uxbridge Township council “fired” welfare officer Isaac Catherwood for

failing to cut back on relief payments as
requested.

March 1961
The largest barn in Reach

Township, at 40’x130’ was completely
destroyed by a sudden fire. A total of
57 cows and pigs also perished in the
barn, owned by John Kuzyk.

The official opening of the arena,
with its new artificial ice pad, took
place on March 2 with more than
1,000 people attending.

Mayor Fred Kelland was elected
president of the Uxbridge Kiwanis
Club for 1961.

At the annual meeting of Cottage
Hospital it was reported that there
were 1,116 admissions in the past
year, accounting for 9,526 patient
days with an average of 8.3 days per
patient.

An Uxbridge curling rink, skipped
by Harvey Acton, with Mel Smith,

The old bakery building on Bascom St. was built about 1851 and was first
occupied by Mr. Cherpaw, who operated a bake shop there for many years.
The building was used by a number of different owners until about 1950 when
Herb Chambers sold the equipment and moved away. It was torn down in
January 1961 to make room for the new Department of Agriculture building.

RON HUNTLEY
Uxbridge Legion president

FRED TAYLOR
1961 Uxbridge councillor
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After dropping the first two games to Seaforth, the Uxbridge Black Hawks won four straight and were declared Ontario
Intermediate ‘B’ Champions in May 1963. They were caught in this jubilant mood following the game. Rear, Bud Lehman, Wayne
Redshaw, Bill Cornish, Paul Tomlinson, Dick Bertrand, Bob Todd, Gene More, Bob Atkinson, Jack Todd, Joe Carpentier. Front left,
Keith Acton, Murray Jones, Fred Etcher, “Swifty” Todd, coach, Art Rennick, Don Haynes, Vern Ferguson and manager Bruce Foote.

Uxbridge T-J Photo, May 1963

The Uxbridge Legion Girls Hockey team for 1961-62 are pictured here, front left, Lorraine Smith, Lois Bell, Rita MacKellar, Nancy
Bell, Janice Houck, Lois Taylor, Mary Clarke. Back left, coach Dorothy Pollard, Sharon Stewart, Judy Houck, Judy Huntley, Linda
Ashton, Nancy Bernhardt, Lorraine Skerratt, and Jane Taylor.

Uxbridge Hockey Memories
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Murray Taylor and Jay Merrick, will represent Ontario at the All Canada
Firemen’s Bonspiel in Winnipeg.

Council approves a plan to proceed with renovations of the sewage
system at a cost of $80,000.

Forty-two head of cattle and 175 pigs, owned by Ronald Shier, perished
in a fire which destroyed a barn belonging to Mrs. Clarence Gall of Con. 6,
Uxbridge Township.

Uxbridge council appointed John Bednare to the position of police
constable for the town, bringing to three the number of men on the force.

April 1961
Mayor Fred Kelland and his sons Barry and Rickie were involved in a

head-on collision east of town, but no one was seriously injured.
The congregation of the Baptist Church is planning to renovate its

premises and construct a new education wing on its church.
Two new ministers and their families have arrived in town. Rev. K.F.

McKenzie of the Chalmers Presbyterian Church and Rev. James E. Tetley
for the Baptist Church.

A barn owned by Mel Allbright at Quaker Hill was destroyed by fire,
along with 11 pigs and 100 rabbits.

Albert Stiner, who has trapped in the area for 40 years, caught a rare
otter in a beaver trap near Brookdale.

Sandra Walters was chosen Queen of the Uxbridge High School ball.
Runners up were Elizabeth Knight and Sharon Henderson.

May 1961
Uxbridge Black Hawks win the Ontario Intermediate ‘C’ championship

against Picton, and were greeted back home with a ride on the fire truck to

HARVEY ACTON
Skips Uxbridge Firemen’s

team at competition

HARRY HUDSON
Elected President of

Uxbridge Kinsmen Club

JOHN BEDNARE
Hired as a police officer

for Uxbridge

A large crowd gathered in the stands as arena board chairman Dr. Russell St. John speaks
during the official opening of the arena, with its newly installed artificial ice plant. Seated in
background are Mayor Fred Kelland (second left), Dr. Don Davis and Cy Richardson.

Uxbridge T-J Photo, March 1961
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the intersection of Toronto and Brock St., where a huge bonfire was burning.
Harry Hudson was elected president of the Uxbridge Kinsmen Club.

June 1961
The Hospital Auxiliary purchased a badly needed new obstetrical table

valued at $1,600.
Herb Wagg, Harry Phoenix and Peter Williamson have been named to

the Technical School Advisory Board, set up to organize a technical school
for Uxbridge.

A group of local businessmen pledge financial support to buy the vacant
property at the corner of Toronto and Brock. St. The owner of the 112’x167’
property is asking $4,500, with a 10 per cent down payment.

Members of St. Joseph’s Separate School Board voted in favour of
demolishing the former Gould home next to the school.

About 600 attended an open house at the local Co-op store and took part
in entertainment and a street dance in front of the store.

July 1961
More than 200 registered for swimming lessons at the pond this summer.
Uxbridge Curling Club elected Gordon MacKellar as its president for

this year. Also on the executive are Peter Jamieson, John Hockley, Murray
Taylor and Earl Harman.

Miss Donna Johnson, RR 4 Uxbridge was the winner of the Ontario
Diary Princess Competition.

More than 300 flocked to the Uxbridge arena to dance to the music of Art
Celsie on the new concrete floor of the arena.

A sod turning for the addition to the Uxbridge Baptist Church took place
on Sunday, July 16.

In a recorded vote, council turned down a motion to increase the mayor’s
salary from $300 to $500 per year.

Population increased by only five people over the past year, to a high of
2,374 residents.

A 1960 Corvair owned by Mr. R.O. Henderson, coasted down his
driveway and floated into the middle of Elgin Pond. It was towed to shore
before it sank.

The Comco Stampings factory on Reach Street constructed this new plant in 1954 and expanded with a large addition in 1956
enlarging the factory to 25,000 sq. ft. They expanded a further 5,000 sq. ft. in 1963. The plant was operated by Gordon Coulter.

HARRY PHOENIX
Member of Technical

School Advisory Board
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Rustlers stole three Angus cattle from the farm of
Malcolm Bailey, valued at $500 each.

The Palisades Country Club, a 387-acre property
near Siloam, opened a new club house and driving
range. It also has tennis courts and swimming area.

August 1961
Uxbridge Beverages, the local Coca-Cola bottler, is

one of the first bottlers in Canada to begin producing
the new “Fanta” products.

Reeve Earl Dowswell attended the official opening
of Goodwood Kartways. About 1,000 attended the
opening of the cart track, operated by Gary Hodgkins
and Bill Bell.

Brock Township has a new two-bay fire hall in
Sunderland on the site of the old one-truck building.

The old culvert at the south end of Bascom St. was
replaced. It is 60’ long and stands 10’ high

A new Masonic Temple is being planned for a lot
just north of the CTC store on Spruce St.

A delegation of 36 ratepayers met with Uxbridge
Township council over noise created at the go-kart
track which opened recently.

Les Siegrist and his son Tom re-opened their 5c to
$1.00 store after extensive renovations. Mr. Siegrist is
observing 30 years in business.

Miss Gertrude Fisher was given the honour of laying the
corner stone for the new Baptist Church addition.

Robert Wells purchased the local Canadian Tire store from
Bruce Foote, who has operated it for the past 12 years.

September 1961
Uxbridge schools are bursting at the seams as 1,039

students return to class, the largest enrollment in history for
the town.

It took Mayor Fred Kelland’s vote to break a 4-4 tie to
approve proceeding with the installation of a $198,000 lagoon
for the treatment of sewage.

Police Chief Ellenberger asks council to hire an extra police
officer to patrol the streets at nights and on weekends.

It took 50 stitches to close up wounds of a Goodwood boy,
Mark Morris, after he was attacked by a dog.

Dr. F.E. Mellow, the oldest member of the Trinity United
Church congregation, was given the honour of placing the
corner stone on the new addition to the church.

Attending the cornerstone laying of the new Education Wing
of the United Church were, Burt Moore, building chairman, Dr.
F.E. Mellow, Rev. Donald R. Jay, minister, Orvan Brethour,
superintendent of the Sunday School and other officials.

Granny Celia Baker turned 108-years-old September 18,
and is still exceptionally active.

Mr. George Smith has taken up duties at Uxbridge High
School as a teacher of agriculture, science and Grade 9 business
practice.

TOM AND LES SIEGRIST
Open newly renovated store on Brock St.

DR. F. E. MELLOW
Lays cornerstone for Trinity United Church

addition.
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A delegation headed by A.G. Tipper and Stanley Beach bearing a petition with 426 names asked
council to submit the sewage question to the Ontario Municipal Board for arbitration.

October 1961
Uxbridge High School athletes captured all three trophies in the Inter-School track and field

meet. They won the trophy for Best Overall School, Best Girl and Best Boy athlete.
Councillor Charles Johnson handed in his resignation to council, stating that decorum has

dropped to a low point and he does not want to
participate any more.

Uxbridge Blackhawks elected its executive for
the coming year - Leila Hvidsten, president,
Oliver Howard, vice-president, Roy Painter,
secretary/treasurer, Bruce Foote, manager and
Gordon Todd, coach.

The population of the Township of Uxbridge
has reach 2,879, an increase of 389 over the
previous year.

The modern, new Department of Agriculture
offices on Bascom St. were officially opened on
October 20 with more than 200 people attending.

A skating club, consisting of about 80 young
skaters, has been formed. Heading the executive
is Dr. E. Nole, president, Mrs. Sadie Lyons,
secretary and Ron Noble, treasurer.

November 1961
A German Shepherd owned by a Goodwood

family was ordered destroyed by a court
magistrate, for its attack and mauling of a young
Goodwood boy in September

Wm. S. Hochberg, proprietor of Dominion Dry
Goods for the past 42 years, announced his
retirement from business. He has operated his
store from the same Brock St. location since he
started in 1919.

The Department of Agriculture opened its offices on Bascom St. on the property formerly occupied by a bakery. The new building
is 30’x40’ and contains a large front office, a private office for Mr. Lynn Fair, left, and an additional office on the upper floor. On the
lower floor is a large meeting room and two large storage areas.

STANLEY BEACH
Elected Mayor of Uxbridge in a complete sweep of council.
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Uxbridge council sets up an Emergency Measures Organization for the
town with James Martin appointed the chief rescue officer and co-ordinator.

Council took another step forward for the sewage lagoon plan, despite
opposition from some members of council. In a recorded vote they approved a
resolution to proceed with Step No. 5 in the process.

December 1961
A new mayor and completely new council was swept into office. Nellie

Kydd was the lone member of the 1961 council returned and the new mayor
is Stanley Beach.

Town electorate approve the reduction of the size of council from nine
members to seven, beginning in 1963.

Francis Hockley was elected as reeve of Scott Township, defeating former
reeve John McGillivray.

Uxbridge Township returned Reeve Earl Dowswell for another term,
defeating a former reeve and councillor, Isaac Catherwood.

Five-year-old Michael VanKessel is credited with saving his family, after
he woke his father, John, in the early morning and it was found the house
was on fire.

Firefighters from Uxbridge, Port Perry and Stouffville fought a stubborn
fire in the Horn business block on Brock St. Horn’s Meat Market and
apartments occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Colby and Mr. and Mrs. Eric
Horn were destroyed.

About 200 people attended the opening of Deerfoot Gallery in Leaskdale,
owned by local artist Arnold Hodgkins.

WILLIAM HOCHBERG
Retires from business after
42 years in same location

William Hochberg’s Dominion Dry Goods store was located on the south side of Brock St., just west of Bascom St.
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1962
January 1962

Uxbridge council opted to withhold public correspondence and motions
from the newspaper during its council meetings.

Cottage Hospital Auxiliary elected Irene Tiers president, Joan Coulter,
secretary and Mrs. E. Wilson, treasurer.

CNR announced the last passenger train through Uxbridge will take
place on January 31, ending a tradition that began in 1871.

Earl Dowswell, Reeve of Uxbridge Township, was elected Warden of
Ontario County on the fifth ballot.

The newly formed United Church Women’s group elected Mrs. Bert Law
president of the evening group and Mrs. Don Clark  president of the
afternoon group.

A capacity crowd was on hand for the official opening and dedication of
the Trinity United Church Christian Education Centre. The spacious and
bright addition is a total of 5,000 sq. ft. in size. 

February 1962
A CNR passenger train powered by a diesel engine pulled into town on

its last round trip from Peterborough to Toronto. No crowds were on hand,
and only four local passengers made the last trip.

Fire Chief Ross Rodman was fined $6.50 by Police Chief Ellenberger for
using a red flashing light in his personal car to attend a fire.

A team of young Uxbridge area girls are carrying the Legion colours into
competition in a girls hockey league this winter.

Mona Taylor was elected president of the local branch of the Red Cross
for the third consecutive year. Dorothy Richardson and Jennette Painter are
vice-presidents.

The last passenger train to travel through Uxbridge offered little nostalgia as it arrived on a cold, snowy morning December 31,
1961. There were no crowds to greet it and only four local residents made the last trip.

DOROTHY RICHARDSON
Vice-President of the
Uxbridge Red Cross

IRENE TIERS
President of the Uxbridge

Hospital Auxiliary
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The first passenger train puffed its way into
Uxbridge on June 12, 1871, but it wasn’t until
September 14 when the town was decorated with
arches, flags and colourful buntings to celebrate the
official opening of the arrival of rail service to the
community.

Originally part of the Toronto & Nipissing Railway,
the Uxbridge line was sold to Canadian National

Railways in 1921 with CNR operating it successfully for
a number of decades. 

Uxbridge received its last delivery of mail by train in
April 1960 and the last passenger train made its way

from Peterborough to Toronto in December 1961.
While this was the official end of commercial

rail travel for Uxbridge, residents can still climb
aboard the train at the Uxbridge station each
summer and enjoy a nostalgic ride on the rails to
Stouffville.

The Uxbridge railway station is now owned by
the Township of Uxbridge, and the rail line is

operated by the York-Durham
Heritage Railway.

The Railway in
Uxbridge
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Eugene More travelled to Boston to donate a kidney to his brother Peter
who has been ailing for some time. Peter is reported feeling better than he
has in five years.

March 1962
Cottage Hospital experienced another busy year, caring for more than

1,000 patients during 1961. There were 156 births, 2,500 X-rays taken and
423 operations performed during the year.

Council considers presenting the topic of Sunday entertainment to the
residents of the town, after receiving requests from the Roxy Theatre and
bowling lanes requesting permission to operate on Sundays.

The final service in the 53-year-old Baptist Church at the top of the hill
was held. The new church was officially opened on Sunday, March 3.

Piggyland, a Sunderland-based business that offered an opportunity for
‘living-room farmers’ to invest in pigs filed bankruptcy, leaving investors
$1,800,000 short. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Homan have purchased the Dominion Dry Goods
business of William Hochberg.

Jo-Anne Smith, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Smith, was
named “Queen” in New York City
at the Hairdressers Convention.

April 1962
Uxbridge Post Office has been

renovated and an additional 150
boxes have been installed. There
are now 617 boxes in use.

The newly-formed Uxbridge
Figure Skating Club held its first
Ice Carnival with a near-capacity
crowd attending.

A huge new showroom has
been added at Alex Williamson
Motor Sales at the corner of
Brock and Main St.

Patricia Harrison, was
crowned Queen of Uxbridge High
School. Princesses are Sharon
Henderson and Gail Bell.

A tragic fire took the lives of
Mrs. Geo. Seeley and her two-
year-old son Wallace.

For the first time in the
history of the town, a Junior D
team has won an Ontario
Championship. The Uxbridge
‘Chicks’, coached by Bob Pollard,
defeated Hensall in seven games.

May 1962
A barn on the farm of Lloyd

Feasby,  Uxbridge Township was
destroyed by fire. Perishing in the
flames were 37 head of cattle, 36
pigs and 175 hens.

NICK HOMAN
Purchases Dominion Dry

Goods store.

Exterior and interior views of the Masonic Lodge Temple which opened in June.



Capt. Roy Painter of the Ontario Regiment, Oshawa,
was the inspector for the local cadet corp at its annual
inspection. Capt. Painter is a resident of Uxbridge.

More than 200 people attended an open house at Cottage
Hospital and were taken on guided tours of the facility.

The tender for construction of the new Composite School
was awarded to Dell Construction for $1,198,000, with
construction to begin when government approvals have been
given.

Plans are underway for reconstruction of Toronto Street,
from Cooper St. to Brock St. in July.

June 1962
The new Zeradatha Masonic Temple on Spruce Street

was officially opened on June 4. About 260 members and
guests attended the opening.

Mrs. Celia Baker, the oldest person in Ontario County,
died at Stouffville Nursing Home. She would have been 109
on her next birthday. 

A small twister touched down in Scott Township
uprooting trees and causing minor damage in the area.

Uxbridge Township Building Inspector Harvey Bunker
disclosed that $500,000 in building permits had been issued
so far in 1962.

Roller skating has been started at the arena. The board
has purchased 150 pairs for rental during the summer
months.

Michael Starr, the PC candidate for Ontario Riding won
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ANSON T. BUTTON
Respected resident celebrates 90th birthday

Uxbridge Kinsmen Club executive for 1962-63: back left Leo Doodchenko, 2nd vice-president; Watson Yake, registrar; Bert Geer,
Pete Gouweleeuw, Carl Bearden, Ross James, 1st vice-president and Bill Keyzers, bulletin editor. Front left, Harry Stemp, secretary,
Ross Murray, president, Jack Dorman, Deputy Governor Dist. 8; Harry Hudson, past-president and Howard Ferguson, treasurer.
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the riding with a 7,000 vote majority.
Longtime Uxbridge High School teacher Ed Barnhardt retired. He taught for 38 years, the last

18 at the local high school.
Ontario County Warden Earl Dowswell and his family were guests of honour at Fern Cottage on

Lake Couchiching for the annual Warden’s picnic.
July 1962

The population of the County of Ontario, exclusive of Oshawa, has reached 72,984. Populations:
Uxbridge 2,374; Port Perry 2,291; Whitby 12,895.

An Uxbridge Township farmer asks for the township’s financial help after wolves had attacked
and killed almost 40 head of sheep.

More than 200 friends and neighbours of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Feasby gathered at the farm to
help with a barn raising. The Feasby’s lost their barn in a fire two months earlier.

Work is underway on a two-room addition to St. Joseph’s Separate School.
Formal approval was received from the OMB for

construction of a new Composite School, and
authorization to borrow $177,000.

August 1962
The community was shocked to hear that

Benjamin Kester, clerk of Scott Township, passed
away in Uxbridge Cottage Hospital.

Excavation and foundation work for the new
technical addition to Uxbridge High School is
underway.

A large, new L-shaped addition to St. John’s
Training School is underway and will be ready for
use in a few months.

Jan Falkowski, 50, the chief flying instructor at
Goodwood Airway, was found alive after crashing his
single-engine airplane 200 miles north of Vancouver.

The Toronto St. reconstruction contract was
awarded to Dagmar Construction at a cost of
$100,126.

Oliver Howard, manager of Fritz W. Glisch,
announced his company will begin manufacturing
soft drink dispensers.

Rev. Kenneth Snider and his family arrived in
Uxbridge to take over the ministry of the Free
Methodist Church.

September 1962
Enrollment at Uxbridge schools tops 1,100 : the

high school 467; public school 515, and separate
school 127.

Anson T. Button, one of Uxbridge’s respected
citizens, celebrated his 90th birthday. He was born
in the Harman house on Main St. in 1872.

Ed Fry takes over the duties of manager of
Uxbridge Co-op from Mr. Wm. Dyell.

Residents complain to council about the trees
being cut down during the reconstruction of Toronto
Street.

Basil Hastings lost almost everything he owned
in a fire that swept through his Uxbridge Collision
Service business south of town.

Leaskdale Presbyterian Church observed its 100th
anniversary in June 1962.
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Mrs. Celia Baker was the oldest person in Ontario
County before she died at Stouffville Nursing Home on
June 21, 1962. Her death was exactly three months from
when she would have turned 109 years of age.

Mrs. Baker, who was affectionately known as
“Granny,” was born near Newmarket on September 18,

1853, fourteen years before Confederation.
As a young child of 10-years-of-age she was

hired out to do household chores for a wage of $2
per month. 

Mrs. Baker had a good memory, did not wear
glasses, still had her own teeth and was of
happy disposition. At 108 years of age, she still

worked around the house doing small jobs
and she was an avid TV fan.

Mrs. Baker could not recall ever being
ill in her life, although she did break a leg
when in her nineties.

Mrs. Baker had been living with her
daughter Mrs. Merle Phillips in
Uxbridge Township for the past 15

years.

‘Granny’ Baker
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October 1962
Thomas Carter of Reach Township was in a field on his tractor when a

wolf attacked him from near the edge of the bush. He was able to scare the
wolf off without being injured.

John Harris won the Williamson golf tournament trophy for the third
consecutive year. Runner-up was Bob Cherry.

Veterinarian Dr. Don Davis warned residents that a number of cases of
rabies has been confirmed in north Ontario County.

A mixed team of bantam-aged boys from the Uxbridge United soccer club,
and St. John’s Training School, won the 1962  Ontario Juvenile Soccer
Championship.

The new addition to St. Joseph’s Separate School was officially opened.
Two classrooms and a small auditorium were added to the east side of the
present school.

Cottage Hospital superintendent Helen Hughes has resigned to take a
new position at the Riverdale Hospital in Toronto.

November 1962
A rash of resignations by town employees include Sargeant A. Light and

Constable T. Forner, and town clerk-treasurer Delmas Long.
Murray Fraser, Uxbridge Township shot two wolves near his Conc. 6

home and will received $100 in bounty.
Chalmers Presbyterian Church welcomed the Rev. George H. Moore and

his family who have taken up residence in town.
Miss A Huhtanen, a native of Finland, has assumed the duties of

superintendent of Cottage Hospital.
The Uxbridge Ministerial Association send a strongly worded protest to

town council opposing the legalization of Sunday sports in town.
Gordon Coulter presented a cheque for $9,000 to Cottage Hospital,    the

The Roxy Theatre has been a part of the Uxbridge scene for more than 50 years, although the exterior has changed. The
quonset-style building was originally built in May 1949 by Douglas Work of Burkes Falls, who named it the RIO theatre. In 1951,
the Theatre Amusement Company purchased it and the name was changed to ROXY. The theatre was closed in the 1970s and
converted into a drug store for about 20 years before being purchased by Cathy and Mark Christoff in 1996. The Christoffs
renovated the entire building and reopened it as the ROXY Theatre, with two screens, in December that year.

REV. GEORGE MOORE
Presbyterian Minister
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first installment from Comco’s $25,000 pledge.
Mr. V.G. Winder, D.C., a chiropractor has opened an office on Fourth

Ave. where he also makes his home.
Jane Bernhardt, daughter of high school principal Peter T. Bernhardt

,was valedictorian at the annual commencement.
A petition with more than 400 signatures was presented to council,

requesting a plebiscite on the sale of liquor and beer in town.
Mr. T. Burrows, the new manager of the Roxy Theatre,  leased the

theatre from Ike Constant and will begin showing movies six days a week.
December 1962

For the first time in the history of Uxbridge, the town will have a
woman for mayor. Nellie Kydd was elected mayor by acclamation.

Scott Township Reeve Francis Hockley and the entire council was
returned by acclamation.

Reeve Norman Hogg of Uxbridge Township the deputy-reeve and entire
council was re-elected by acclamation.

Sunday sports were turned down by Uxbridge residents when they
voted in the plebiscite. In favour of sports on Sunday after 2 p.m. were
185, and against 345.

Mr and Mrs. Art Staley were awakened in the night when someone
fired three bullets through a window and into the bedroom of their home.

The Uxbridge Tannery, owned by Alex Voros, was gutted by fire, but
luckily the building was saved.

Ron Huntley was elected as president of the Uxbridge Legion for the
third consecutive year.

The 1962 Uxbridge United
Bantam soccer team won the
Peterborough and District
Championship. Back left, Peter
vanHoogan, coach; Ross
Colby, Roy Long, Gord Whitney,
Sandy Williamson, Jim Ritchie,
Brian Munro, Ted Kuiltjes,
coach. Middle row, left, Harold
Hodgson, Wayne Foote, Lloyd
Stonehouse, Bruce Bell. Front
left, Maurice VanVeghel, Brian
St. John, Jed Stonehouse,
Bruce Richardson, Michael
Morrison, Jim Munro and Billy
VanVeghel.

FRANCIS HOCKLEY
Scott Township Reeve
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New Baptist Church opened in 1962

The final service in the
53-year-old Uxbridge
Baptist Church, located
on the south side of
Brock Street, was held a
week before the new
church (left) was officially
opened on Sunday,
March 3, 1962. The new
Baptist Church is located
at 231 Brock St. west.

An 1965 aerial view of the sprawling campus of St. John’s Training School, located on Main Street, about a mile from downtown
Uxbridge. The large L-shaped swimming pool (bottom left) was officially opened in June 1960. 

Aerial View of St. John’s Training School
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Greeting visitors to the Cottage Hospital open house in May 1962 were members of the Hospital Board and Auxiliary. From left,
Ross Thompson, Robert Harris, Irene Tiers, auxiliary president, Elinor Harris and Peter Williamson. This was the first open house
since the hospital was opened three years ago. Uxbridge T-J Photo, May 1962

Surgeon Dr. John McIntyre and Cottage Hospital
Superintendent Helen Hughes both arrived in Uxbridge
shortly before the opening of the hospital. Mrs. Hughes
arrived in October 1959 and Dr. McIntyre a month later.

Memorable Hospital Happenings

The Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary donated $1,600 towards an
obstetrical table for the hospital. Auxiliary president Mrs. Elinor Harris is
seen here handing over the cheque to board chairman Gordon Coulter,
while superintendent Helen Hughes looks on.
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The new St. Joseph's Separate School with the Anglican Church visible at the right side of picture.
Uxbridge T-J Photo, September 1961

Children gather in front of St. Joseph’s Separate School to raise the Elmer safety flag in September 1961. The former Joseph
Gould home can be seen in background. At this time it was a home for a convent of nuns, but later was torn down.

St. Joseph’s Separate School
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The home of Joseph Gould, one
of the town’s most important and
influential businessmen and
politicians, was constructed  in
1859 on a prominent piece of
land along Toronto St. From the
rear, the house had a panoramic
view of Wheler’s Pond and
downtown Uxbridge.

Mr. Gould lived in his home until his
death in June 1886, at 77 years of age.

In 1951, the beautiful residence was
being occupied by three convent nuns
who made it their home until 1959, when
they moved, leaving the historic home
empty.

The stately, historic home was torn
down during  the winter of 1961-62 
to make room for a playground for 
the children of the new St. Joseph's 
Separate School. 

The Home of
Joseph Gould

Joseph Gould’s home
about 1961

Joseph Gould’s home
about 1880
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1963
January 1963

Alex Williamson has purchased the property of Eric Horn on the north-
west corner of Brock and Main St. The old barn will be torn down and the
basement filled in.

The County Health Unit gave the town permission to pump water from
Elgin Pond for emergency use only.

Deputy Clerk Ruth Goldstone has been carrying on the duties of clerk-
treasurer since the resignation of Delmas Long last November.

Gary Jackson was honoured by a large number of hockey friends before
his departure for St. John’s where he will join the R.C.A.F.

The Honorable Irwin Haskett, Minister of Reform Institutions, officially
opened the large new addition to St. John’s Training School.

Harvey Acton is elected as chief of the Uxbridge Fire Department,
replacing Ross Rodman, who has served for about 10 years. 

Dr. John McIntyre was chosen chairman of the Progressive Business
Men’s Association to consider the coming liquor plebicite.

Dr. Tom E. Lennox was chosen chairman of the “Vote No” group, opposed
to liquor sales in town.

Emile Frisque was elected 1963 president of the Kiwanis Club. Jim
Keating is secretary and Morley Fair, treasurer.

For the first time in the history of  the Town of Uxbridge, a woman was elected as mayor. Mrs. Kydd is seen here with the council
for 1963 who were all elected by acclamation. Front left, Reeve Wilfred H. Gould, Mayor Nellie Kydd and Deputy-Reeve Stuart Ball.
Back row, from left, Chas. F. Steward, Howard Young, Ruth Goldstone, acting clerk-treasurer, Arnold G. Tipper and Bert J.  Simpson.

DR. TOM LENNOX
Heads up the ‘No Vote’ for

liquor sales plebicite
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February 1963
A small building has been erected at the north end of the

pond on Mill St. to protect equipment used to pump and purify
water from the pond.

Fritz W. Glitsch shipped the first units of its new beverage
dispensers, manufactured in the Bascom St. plant.

John L. Lumgair is the new clerk-treasurer of Uxbridge. He
and his family have moved to town.

R.F. Willis, a pharmacist for 74 years, was honoured by the
Ontario College of Pharmacy as the oldest living graduate of
the college.

Hartley Vyvyan was presented the Masonic Order’s 50-year
jewell at a ceremony at the local Zeradatha Lodge.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Danny Cox, on Hwy. 47 north of
the Maples Park was destroyed by a flash fire.

March 1963
A total of 89.9 percent of all eligible Uxbridge voters

approved stores for the sale of liquor, but turned down both
dining and cocktail lounges. This is the first time in 45 years
that residents have approved liquor outlets in the town.

Matthew B. Dymond, Ontario Minster of Health, officially
opened the $40,000 addition to Webb School.

Miss Judy Houck, a member of the Uxbridge Girls’ Hockey
team was chosen “Hockey Queen” at a tournament in Alliston.

Const. David Fellows has been hired, bringing the town’s force to four
full-time policemen.

Rustlers killed and skinned a 400 lb. heifer and made off with the
carcass. The heifer was owned by Fred and Frank Phoenix, and was in a
barn they rented on the 12th Concesssion of Reach Township.

Williamson T.B.A.
Distributors opens its
wholesale business dealing
in Atlas tires, batteries and
accessories. It is located at
21 Brock St., in the east side
of the Hotel Evelyn building.

April 1963
Comco Stampings

announced construction of a
new 5,500 sq. ft. addition to
their present plant.

James Duncan, owner of
Uxbridge Dairy and Dairy
Bar for the past 11-years has
sold the business to Mr. H.G.
Mitchell.

The tender of Mel-Ron
Construction for the
renovation of the sewage
disposal plant was accepted
at $42,525. Total cost of the
project will be almost
$90,000.

Scott Township Council for 1963 at the inaugural meeting in January. From left front, are
Chester Oldham, deputy-reeve; Francis Hockley, reeve, and Ron Kester, clerk-treasurer.
Back left, are councillors Robert Timbers, Elwood Walker and Norman Lyons.

JOHN L. LUMGAIR
Hired as new clerk-treasurer for Uxbridge
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The former Uxbridge Grill, owned by Terry Eng and his father Jack, re-
opened after extensive renovations and will now be called South Sea Terrace.

Uxbridge Legionaires, a girl’s hockey team, won the Tri-County
Championship defeating Cannington in the third game, 2-0.

A fire started by a group of Toronto boys camping in the Uxbridge Reach
townline area spread, destroying over 300 acres.

Dr. Frank E. Mellow, 89, passed away at Cottage Hospital. He practiced
medicine in Uxbridge for 51 years and for 10 years before that in Saintfield.

Dr. Patricia Asling began her dental practice in the recently enlarged offices
of Dr. Carl Puterbough’s building.

The Uxbridge Black Hawks won the Ontario Intermediate Championship,
defeating Seaforth in the final game, 11-0.

May 1963
Councillor Steward voices concern that the old “Gold Medal” factory is a

danger to the public and something should be done.
A fire in the Ontario County Reforestation area south of Pine Grove Church

destroyed more than 10,000 trees.
The Uxbridge Black Hawks withdraw from the Ontario Championship

series due to unsatisfactory arrangements with the arena board.
Maxime Parish, an Uxbridge High School graduate, held the dual post of

chief clerk for the Uxbridge Hydro Rural Operating Area and secretary-
treasurer of Uxbridge Public Utilities Commission.

Fred Kelland was elected as the first male
president of the Uxbridge District Red Cross, at a
dinner meeting held at Hotel Evelyn.

Well-known Uxbridge businessman, Isadore (Ike)
Constant died suddenly of a heart attack at his home
on Brock St., in his 73rd year.

Uxbridge and Port Perry Legions held a joint “Old
Bills Night” in at the Legion hall. Henry Parfrey, 92,
was the oldest of about 60 veterans attending.

Oliver Howard of Fritz W. Glitch announces plans
for a 24,000 sq. ft. addition to their 30,000 sq. ft.
plant.

June 1963
Uxbridge faces a critical water shortage, with the

tank measuring less than a quarter full. John M.
Low, chairman of the Public Utilities Commission,
said if a fire struck, the town would be in trouble. 

More than 100 go-karts competed in the
International Invitational races held at Goodwood
Kartways.

Reeve Gould announced the bath house at the
pond was struck by vandals, causing considerable
damage.

Council passed a bylaw to extend  Pond St.,
beside the Times-Journal building, across the creek
to join into Bascom St.
An Orange Parade was held in Uxbridge, marching

through the downtown to the athletic grounds for a
service.

Work began drilling for an additional town water
supply, just east of Uxbridge Beverages.

HAROLD MITCHELL
New owner of Uxbridge

Dairy and Dairy Bar

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, located at 54 Toronto Street
south, Uxbridge, as it looked in 1963.
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Miss Dorothy Anderson was
honoured at “Miss Anderson Day” at
Uxbridge Public School. She retired
after 41 years teaching, 38 years in
the same classroom.

Jan P. Falkowski, a former war
ace and resident of Uxbridge, has
accepted the position of chief
instructor at the new Markham
Airways.

July 1963
More than 170 have registered for

Red Cross swimming and water
safety  instruction at Elgin Pond, the
largest ever on record.

Dr. Carl Puterbough was named
president of the Uxbridge Curling
Club with Bun Willis, secretary and
Ron Taylor, treasurer.

Wells and streams are drying up
and spring grain crops are below
average due to drought conditions in
south Ontario.

Uxbridge Co-op held a free outdoor
barbecue in its parking lot, attracting
more than 500 people.

For the first time in history, the
population of Uxbridge has exceeded
2,500. The town increased by 113 last year to bring the total to 2,512.

The remaining chattles of Piggyland went under the auctioneer’s gavel,
with more than 1,000 people attending.

There was a building boom in Uxbridge, with permits totalling more than
$196,000 in new construction, along with $1,148,000 for the addition to the
high school.

August 1963
John M. Low, chairman of the PUC, and member Les Siegrist tender their

resignations from the commission, due to lack of co-operation and
interference by Mayor Nellie Kydd and members of council.

Council appoints Charles Johnson and Stanley Beach to replace Mr. Low
and Mr. Seigrist on the Public Works Commission.

Rev. Harold K. Wright and his family arrived in Uxbridge to take up
ministry at Trinity United Church.

Mr. Harry Goldberg, owner of the ruins of the old Gold Medal factory, has
informed council actions will be taken to clean up the site.

Rae Ferguson, a respected and long-time Uxbridge resident who served as
the town’s reeve for 17 years, died following a heart attack.

September 1963
Uxbridge Kiwanis President Emiel Frisque announced the annual Trade

Fair was cancelled due to lack of interest.
More than 1,220 students enrolled for school in Uxbridge, the highest in

the town’s history. 
Doug St. John successfully tried out for the Kitchener Rangers, a Junior A

team of the New York Rangers, but has decided to finish his education first.

BUN WILLIS
Curling Club secretary

‘Miss Anderson Day’ was held at Uxbridge
Public School to honour longtime teacher Miss
Dorothy Anderson, who is seen here with three
generations she taught as students. From
back, Thelma Wagg, Betty Aldred and in front
young Debbie Aldred.

EMIEL FRISQUE
President of the Uxbridge

Kiwanis Club
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Rev. Merle Dolan and his family arrived to take over the Uxbridge and
Goodwood Baptist Churches.

Mrs. H. (Agnes) Arbuckle assumed the position of librarian, succeeding
Mrs. Pearl St. John who retired after two decades.

Sacred Heart Church on Toronto St. was demolished to make room for a
new Catholic church on the site. The church had been a familiar landmark
on the site for 78 years.

Alex Williamson, chairman of the building committee for St. Andrew’s
Chalmer’s Presbyterian Church unveiled a scale model of the new 40’x100’
addition planned for the church.

Keith Davidson officially opened his new floral shop on Brock St. west.
A proposal by Reeve W.H. Gould to extend the term of council from one to

two years was defeated by council by a 4-2 vote.
The Black Hawks have re-grouped and will appear with new uniforms

provided by Bill Miller of the Blackhawk’s Lunch.
October 1963

A sod turning ceremony for St. Andrew’s Hall at the Presbyterian Church
was held with R.F. Willis being given the honour.

Mrs. A.H. (Margo) Cooper has been appointed the new Public Health
Nurse for Uxbridge.

Comco Stampings is drilling a well to supply water to the plant, due to
the continuing shortage of town water.

The laying of the cornerstone of Uxbridge Secondary School took place in
front of the new addition on October 10.

Cattle rustlers are at it again, as a heifer weighing 700 lbs. disappeared
from a field near Leaskdale and its remains were found in a creek a few
hours later.

The water shortage in Uxbridge remains critical, so the town will shut
down the water supply between 3:00-5:30 a.m., two or three nights a week.

In a recorded vote, council approved removal of the Cenotaph from its
present site to a spot on the south-east corner of the athletic grounds.

Kinsmen President John Angell told council the club was looking at

AGNES ARBUCKLE
Takes over as librarian at

Uxbridge Library

KEITH DAVIDSON
Opens floral shop on 

Brock Street

The old Uxbridge Catholic Church (left), located at 70 Toronto Street north, as it looked before it was torn down in September 1963.
The century old church was demolished (right) to make room for the new Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church, which was officially
opened on Sunday, July 26, 1964 by His Grace the Most Rev. Philip F. Peacock, Archbishop of Toronto.
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converting the basement of the Music Hall into quarters for senior citizens.
Work is underway on the new Sacred Heart Church on Toronto St., which

is expected to be ready for the new year.
November 1963

Reg Hare, manager of the Toronto Dominion Bank for the past 10 years,
has been transferred to head office in Toronto and will be leaving town.

Two township buildings were burned to the ground in separate incidences
on Halloween night. Both fires had been deliberately set.

Plans are unveiled for a new building to be occupied by the IGA on the
site currently occupied by the Mansion House hotel.

The new Uxbridge Township council will hold office for a two-year term.
Work begins on tearing down the old Mansion House hotel, which has

stood at the corner of Brock and Toronto St. for  most of the past century.
A new 950 sq. ft. addition to Burt Moore’s IHA Hardware store was

officially opened.
Five local Girl Guides received their Gold Cords and All Round Cords.

December 1963
Reeve Francis Hockley and the entire Scott Township council were

returned by acclamation.
The entire seven-member council of Uxbridge, led by Mayor Nellie Kydd,

were re-elected by acclamation.
Teen Town, sponsored by the Kinsmen Club was launched with Maurice

Wade as chairman of the group, who will organize events for area teenagers.
Alvin Redshaw is the new Reeve of Uxbridge Township, defeating R.N.

Hogg by a vote of 387-145.
Wm. Gilfillan is the new secretary of Uxbridge Secondary School, taking

over from Norman Alexander who has served for the past 28 years.
Uxbridge Kiwanis Club marks its 10th anniversary. 
Dr. M.B. Dymond, Minster of Health, officially opened the new vocational

wing of Uxbridge Secondary School with about 1,200 people in attendance.

REG HARE
Toronto Dominion Bank

manager transferred

Five local Girl Guides received their Gold Cords and All Round Cords. From left, Linda
Ashton, Charlotte Mercier and Vera Simpson (all round cords) and Joan Hickling and Nancy
Bernhardt (gold cords).

MARGARET COOPER
New Public Health Nurse 

for Uxbridge

WILLIAM GILFILLAN
Appointed Secretary of

District High School Board
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Martin's Hotel, owned by Jim Martin (left) during
the 1950s and until it was torn down in 1963, was
located on the south-west corner of Brock and Toronto
Street Uxbridge. It was one of the oldest and most
familiar landmarks in the downtown area at the time
it was torn down to make way for a new building.

The large brick hotel was constructed by Joseph
Gould in 1871, and it was originally known as the
Mansion House. 

In the above photo, you can see the alley to
the right of hotel which led to
large stables at the rear during
the early part of the century.

At left is a photo taken
during demolition in November
1963.

After the hotel was
demolished it was replaced by
a one-storey white brick
structure, which opened as
the new home of the Uxbridge
IGA store (see page 127).

Martin’s
Mansion House Hotel

Jim
Martin
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Winners of the Uxbridge Golf Course Tournament are awarded their prizes and trophies in September 1963: First place Bill Geer,
who shot 115, is presented the trophy by George Kydd. Back row, left, Bert Geer, Doug St. John, and Jack Ballinger.

Silver Seven won the Uxbridge Community Hockey League championship in the final game of a five-game series. Team
members are, back left, Bernie Aldred, manager, Carl Todd, Jon Ingram, Zeke Spencely, Brian Kennedy, Terry Cleverdon, Lionel
Miller, Ted Murphy, Paddy Millar, Gary Houck, Bobby Faulkner, Jack Todd, Bing Wells, coach. Front left, Dint Morden, exec., Keith
Wallace, Gary Coppins, Gene More, captain, Ron Monkman and Bob Stiner.

Silver Seven 1963 Hockey Champions

Golf Tournament Champions
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Summers were always fun at Elgin Pond, and hundreds of Uxbridge area children flocked to the swimming area on the
east side of the pond for swimming lessons and recreational swimming during July and August.

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Homan show some of the products in their new
store, purchased from Mr. Hochberg in 1962.

Hot summer days at Elgin Pond

Babe McPhail looks over produce outside his store on
Brock St., Uxbridge, during the late 1950s.
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1964
January 1964

Mr. Lynn Fair was presented with
his 25-year pin by the Minster of
Agriculture for his service to the
Ontario Department of Agriculture.

Wm. Gilfillan officially took over the
duties of secretary-treasurer of the
Central Ontario District High School
Board, following the retirement of
Norman Alexander.

Mr. T. Burrows, operator of the
Roxy Theatre, locked its doors for the
final time on December 21.

Dr. L.W. Oxenham is the latest
doctor to arrive in town and has an
office at the Uxbridge Medical Centre.

Douglas Hall was elected president
of the Kiwanis Club. Nick Homan is
vice-president, Norman Archibald,
secretary and Morley Fair, treasurer.

Council ponders the future of the
Music Hall, and considers tearing it
down and erecting a new building
which would include a municipal office.

A local Teen Town was started in town with the Uxbridge Kinsmen Club as
its sponsor. Pictured above is the first executive, front left, vice-president Jane
Gilfillian, president Doug St. John, secretary Rita MacKellar. Back left, co-
treasurer, Barry Kelland, co-secretary Arleigh Tiers and co-treasurer Peter
Hvidsten. Kinsmen Maurice Wade, was chairman of the group and the club’s
representative.

The Uxbridge Kiwanis Club celebrated its 10th anniversary. Picture shows Gordon Coulter, charter president; Mel Osborne, Kiwanis
International vice-president; Emile Frisque, Uxbridge president, A.E. Coulter, past president, Robert Stout, past governor
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The 1964 Uxbridge Township council held its inaugural meeting in Goodwood. Pictured here following the ceremony are, from left,
A. Knight, Charles Forsyth, clerk Elwood Foskett, deputy-reeve Robert L. Nesbitt and councillor T.R. Akerman. 

Seated in front is Reeve Alvin Redshaw.

Uxbridge Credit Union Board of Directors for 1964, from left front, Robert Burroughs, Gerald McGuire, president,
and Marshall Berry, secretary. Back left, Arthur Whitney, treasurer, Robt. Harris, Hardy Noble and Lloyd Capstick.

1964 Uxbridge Credit Union Directors

1964 Uxbridge Township Council
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February 1964
Bill Leadley, a graduate of Uxbridge High School received his ‘wings’

after completing his flying training with the RCAF at Portage la Prairie,
Manitoba.

Councillor Fred Steward resigns from council due to poor health. Ernest
Bradbury was chosen to fill in the vacancy.

Willard F. Greig, the oldest practicing lawyer in the County of Ontario,
passed away on Feb. 5.

March 1964
A old railway steam engine, on an excursion trip from Toronto to

Blackwater, made a stop in Uxbridge with more than 500 children aboard.
Cottage Hospital had its busiest year since opening, treating a total of

1,925 patients.
Council considers renovating the Music Hall as a Centennial project.
The Uxbridge Police Association notifies council it is seeking changes in

working conditions and wages.
April 1964

An early morning fire destroyed the large barn of George Davidson, of
Brock Township. More than 400 pigs, a cow and seven calves perished in the
blaze.

Uxbridge Secondary School hockey team won the Ontario ‘B’ School
Championship. Doug St. John was nothing short of spectacular and goalie
Barry Kelland broke the hearts of the opposition time after time.

Harry Hudson, a member of the Uxbridge Kinsmen Club, was elected
deputy-governor of Zone ‘E’.

Uxbridge Township Reeve Alvin Redshaw files a charge of assault against
former township assessor Robt. F. Clarke after being struck in the face.

The first public function, an Irish Variety Concert, was held in the new
Sacred Heart Parrish Hall.

Nancy Bernhardt of the Uxbridge Legionaires was chosen the most
valuable player in an all girl’s hockey tournament

Plans are unveiled for the large new addition to Uxbridge Public School
which includes four classrooms and a gymnasium/auditorium.

Junia Langille was selected as the high school Queen. Princesses are
Sue-Ann Merrick and Charlotte Mercier.

May 1964
Uxbridge Kinsmen announced the cancellation of the annual Spring Fair,

which they have sponsored for the past 19 years.
Terence Moore, Q.C., has assumed the law practice of the late W. F. Greig

and will be associated with Vernon L. (Bill) Bailey in the Uxbridge office.
George Calbeck, manager of the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce,

retired after 44 years in the banking business. Mr. Joseph A. McBratney
will take over duties.

Uxbridge Teen Town selected its new executive: Peter Hvidsten,
president; Lorraine Ewen, vice-president; Lorraine Smith and Donna Smith,
co-secretary; Bruce Richardson and Sandy Williamson, treasurer.

The High School Cadet Corp is the largest in its history, with more than
225 students taking part.

The local Red Cross announce they will not provide supervised swimming
at Elgin Pond in the afternoons this summer.

Const. David Fellows resigned from the Uxbridge Police Force.

LYNN FAIR
Receives 25 year pin from

Dept. of Agriculture

DOUGLAS HALL
President of the Uxbridge

Kiwanis Club

WILLARD F. GREIG
Oldest practicing lawyer in

Ontario County
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June 1964
John and Evelyn Hockley opened their bright, new IGA store.
Uxbridge Co-op announced the appointment of Ron MacDonald as

Hardware Manager.
Postmaster Lyman Nicholls retired from the local post office on June 11,

exactly 35 years and 11 days from the time he started as postmaster in 1929.
He was presented with a beautiful scroll from the Post Master General. Mr.
W.J. Knowles is the new Uxbridge postmaster.

Branch 170, Uxbridge Legion voted  to pay $200 towards life guards’
salaries for supervised swimming at Elgin Pond.

Mrs. Tom Leask was given the honour of laying the cornerstone for St.
Andrew’s-Chalmers Presbyterian Church addition.

Mayor Nellie Kydd, recuperating with a broken hip in hospital, tendered
her resignation to council. They decided to wait until she was better before
deciding.

July 1964
Cyrus Frank Moore, Q.C., takes over the law practice of his son Terrance

Moore, who was appointed as a senior judge in Toronto.
A sudden, violent storm hit the area, uprooting trees, lifting roofs and

toppling telephone poles.
Dr. Geoffrey M. Theobald has arrived to take up practice in town.
The water supply situation is still critical. A contract to begin drilling the

new well has been let.
Uxbridge Township council turns down a proposal for a three-day open deer

season.
The new Sacred Heart Catholic Church was officially opened on July 26.
An infestation of Army Worms has hit Ontario County, causing considerable

damage to crops. A helicopter has been brought in to spray the worst areas.
August 1964

The population of Uxbridge increased by 36 people during the last year,
bringing the total to 2,549 residents.

Robert Wells, owner of the Uxbridge Canadian Tire store has sold the
business to Jack Pincombe of Aurora.

Chief Ellenburger asks
council to be paid for his 293
hours of overtime at $1.93 per
hour, a total of $565.49.

The new public school at
Epsom is nearing completion.

Uxbridge Kinsmen decide
to revive the Trade Fair,
starting in September. The
Trade Fair was sponsored by
the Uxbridge Kiwanis Club for
many years, before being
cancelled last year.

September 1964
Rev. G. Ernie Hobson and

his family arrived in town. Rev.
Hobson takes over as minister
of the Anglican Church,
succeeding Rev. Douglas
Lattimer.

OLIVER HOWARD
Fritz Glitsch boss returns

to Texas.

DR. OXENHAM
New physician comes to

Uxbridge.

The north side of Brock St. as it looked during the summer of 1964.
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When the Sid Bermack family came to Uxbridge in 1947
they purchased the grocery business of Mr. F. G. Crosby.
While here they were one of the first stores to enter into an
agreement with the new Independent Grocers Association
(IGA), which they joined in 1950.

About 1955, the local store was
taken over by Sid Bermack’s
sister Evelyn, and her
husband John Hockley. Mr.
Bermack and his family
then moved back to
Toronto.

After taking over the
store, the Hockley’s renovated
the store on three different
occasions and constructed a
large addition on the back.

The new IGA store, which
opened in June 1964, offered
4,000 sq. ft. of shopping
space with four 45- foot
merchandising aisles and
four fully- automatic check-
out counters. There was 36’
of refrigerated self-service
counter for fresh meat and 24’ for
cold cuts. They also offered 36’ of
refrigerated space for produce.

IGA Opens New Store

Martin’s Hotel
was torn down

for this new
IGA store

John and Evelyn Hockley with their staff at the opening of their modern, new IGA store in May
1964. Pictured from left, back row: Grant Hockley, Grant Lickiss, Irene Sanderson, Terry Manley,
Jerry Wells, Jim Sirrette, Clarence Colby, Jim Fowley. Centre row, left: Phylis Ellicott, Doris Bell,
Sid Burmack, Evelyn Hockley, John Hockley, Doris Smith, Audrey Pickett, Bessie Ruttan. Front
row, left: Ron Monkman, Ron Cain, Greg Welch, Don Ruttan, Bill Cain, Tom Arens.
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It was back to school for Uxbridge students, and 1,363 returned to classes
making it the largest enrollment in the town’s history.

Members of Uxbridge council passed a bylaw authorizing a two-year term
for future councils.

Leo Doodchenko has been selected as the president of the Kinsmen Club
for the next year.

The Susie Sorabji Chapter I.O.D.E. presented a beautiful framed picture
of the Queen to hang in the Uxbridge arena.

Work begins on a bridge over the Uxbridge Creek to connect Pond St.
with Bascom St.

Mr. Gord W. Davie, was elected chairman of the Uxbridge Progressive
Businessmens’ Association. William (Bill) Low and Lorne Andrews will
continue as secretary and treasurer.

Over 3,000 people attended the first Kinsmen Trade Fair.
Ronald W. Fletcher was hired as the latest constable for the town police

force. Const. Nelson Robertson tendered his resignation.
Former Uxbridge clerk-treasurer W. Edward Remion passed away at

Cottage Hospital.
October 1964

The official opening and dedication of the Uxbridge Citadel of the
Salvation Army took place on September 26. 

The UPB Association endorse a plan, drawn by Duncan McPherson a few
years ago, for a park and parking project behind the stores.

George Howroyd arrived from Dallas, Texas to assume the position of
general manager of Fritz W. Glitsch, taking over from Oliver Howard.

Uxbridge council endorses the creation of a park along the Uxbridge
Creek as a Centennial project.

Work is finally underway on Brock and Toronto St. corner lot. A bulldozer
is at work and cement blocks are being laid.

The Chain of Office, presented to Uxbridge council by Lieutenant-
Governor Louis Briethaupt during the Coat of Arms ceremony was re-

The official opening and dedication of the Uxbridge Citadel of the Salvation Army on
September 26. Col. C. Knapp, Field Secretary for Canada, performed the key turning ceremony,
and then everyone was invited in to tour the building and enjoy the entertainment.

LEO DOODCHENKO
1964 Uxbridge Kinsmen 

Club President 

GEORGE HOWROYD
New manager at Fritz W.

Glitsch

GORDON DAVIE
Chairman of Uxbridge

Businessmens’ Association
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His Grace, the Very Rev. Philip F. Pocock,
Archbishop of Toronto, took part in the official opening
ceremony and blessing of the new Sacred Heart Church
in Uxbridge on July 26, 1964.

Following the sprinkling of Holy Water on both the
exterior and interior of the church, His Grace, made a
brief address and prayed the church would be a centre of
love in the district.

The new church is semi-circular with the west side being
attached to the large parish hall. Two rows of long pews angled
towards the alter provide excellent vision. The vaulted ceiling has
large, grey arches, and a row of stained glass windows joins the circular
walls with the ceiling.

The first church was built in 1864 and the first mass was celebrated
in Sacred Heart Church in 1865. The rectory was completed in 1874.

Between 1948-1950 steps were made to bring an Order of Sisters to
Uxbridge. The Order set up a
Convent in the former Gould
home on Toronto St., in October
1950, but moved from the Convent
to Alexandrea in 1958.

Sacred Heart Church Dedication

This Catholic
Church was torn

down in 1963
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This attractive group of Uxbridge Secondary School Cheerleaders posed for the photographer outside the school in 1965. Front
left, Brenda Waller, Georgina Bailey, Lorraine Smith, Eilene Fletcher, Heather MacKellar and Beth Forsythe. Back left, Mary Clarke,
Ann Gage, Carole Hodgkins, Bonnie Haynes, Betty Ann Foote and Daphne Hobson.   Uxbridge T-J Photo, October 1965

The 1964 Astra staff get down to preparing for the school’s
popular yearbook in February 1964. Seated, from left are:
Joyce Terry, editor-in-chief, John Taylor, Joan Hickling and
standing Wayne Taylor.

The fastest and best at Uxbridge Secondary School for 1964
were these  young athletes. From left, front, Janet Slack, senior
champ; Beth Forsythe, intermediate; and Karen Dixon, junior.
Back left, Chris Whitfield and Bob Cain (tied) senior champs;
Gordon Whitney, intermediate; and Bob Hastings, junior.

1964 at Uxbridge Secondary School
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discovered, after being misplaced for a number of years.
William (Bill) Murray retires from Bell Telephone, concluding a career

that started with the Home Telephone Co. in 1923.
November 1964

The large, new addition to Uxbridge Public School was officially opened
on November 3, with about 400 people attending.

Despite a request by Mayor Nellie Kydd and councillor A.G. Tipper to
resign, Police Chief LaVerne Ellenberger announced he would be returning
to duties following a stay in the hospital.

Taxi operator James Keating has sold his business to Charles Brignall of
Port Perry.

Dr. M.B. Dymond, Minister of Health, officially opened the new four-room
Epsom Public School.

Howard Shier announces the closing of his business, Shier Electric.
McKay Jewellery will also be closing in the near future.

Mr. and Mrs. David Dunsire lost almost all their possessions when a fire
leveled their Scott Township home on the 6th Concession.

Mayor Nellie Kydd agrees to extend Police Chief Ellenberger’s leave of
absence until January 1, 1965.

December 1964
Ernest Bradbury was acclaimed mayor for the first two-year term of

council, following the announcement that Mayor Nellie Kydd would
withdraw her name.

Greenwood Laundromat, located on Reach Road, was officially opened.
The business is owned by Mr. Fred Greenwood.

Francis Hockley was acclaimed Scott Township reeve, and Elwood Walker
defeated Chesley Oldham to become the township’s deputy-reeve.

Edward (Sam) Oyler of Reach Township was elected reeve, defeating
incumbent Earl Martyn.

Ross Rodman was chosen as fire chief and outgoing chief Harvey Acton
was elected deputy-chief.

Drawing of the proposed new addition to Uxbridge Public School presented to the board in March 1964. The new structure, which
was to be built to the west, connects with the present building. The addition will have four new classrooms, and to the north will be
the gymnasium-auditorium. Plans are to close in the present breezeway between the old and new schools and the area will be used
for the principal’s office, reception area and teachers’ lounge.

BILL MURRAY
Retires after  40 years with

telephone company

JIM KEATING
Sells his taxi business

to Charles Brignall
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Rev. Harold K. Wright, his wife Elizabeth, and daughters
Margaret and Catherine arrived in Uxbridge in August 1963. He
is the new minister of Trinity United Church, succeeding Rev.
Donald R. Jay.

Trinity United Church Minister James A. Mills and his wife
Charlotte, and children Debbie and David moved into the church
manse in September 1965. Reverend Mills took over for Rev.
Harold Wright when he left.

This aerial photograph shows the old arena on Marietta St. and the large soccer and recreation field to the south of it. The roof line
of the curling rink can be seen just behind the trees at right, but the Centennial Pool has yet to be built.

Uxbridge Ministers and their families

Aerial View of Arena Recreation Fields
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1965
January 1965

St. Andrew’s Hall, the new Christian Education Centre of Chalmers
Presbyterian Church, was packed to overflowing for the official opening and
service of dedication.

Police cracked down on overnight parking by enforcing the two-hour
parking limits on Brock Street, and having more patrols by officers on foot.

In a close race, Reeve Wilfred Gould was defeated by Port Perry Reeve
J.J. Gibson to become the 1965 Warden of Ontario County.

Frank MacKaye closed his jewellery business after six years in Uxbridge
and moved to Chesley, Ont.

February 1965
Two Uxbridge curling teams won the Globe & Mail Trophy, second event

in the Governor-General’s competition. The Acton Rink - Harvey Acton, Stan
Cain, Murray Taylor and Bill Bradley, and the Geer Rink - Bill Geer, Dr.
Russ St. John, Jay Merrick and Ernie Paradine.

Norman Alexander, a member of the local school boards for almost 40
years, and secretary of the Central Ontario County School Area for 15 years,
died February 11 at Uxbridge Cottage Hospital, in his 78th year.

Canada’s new Maple Leaf flag was proudly hoisted to the top of the post
office on Monday, Feb. 15, replacing the Red Ensign.

Art Lee & Son men’s clothing store was broken into by thieves who made
off with $3,000 of merchandise, including 20 suits and 110 pairs of pants.

March 1965
About 50 employees of Fritz W. Glitsch go on strike at the Dallas St. plant.

Brock Township council members gather around the table following the inauguration. From left, Don Wetheral, deputy-reeve; John
Doble, clerk; Stanley S. Miller reeve; John Dancey; Rev. Fran Vaughan and councillors R.J.Smith and Harold Moulton.

ERNEST BRADBURY
Becomes town’s first

two-term mayor
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Stuart Ball, a former reeve of the Township of Uxbridge, passed away at
Cottage Hospital.

Council considers renting out the Music Hall to an interested party.
Ross Tiers has purchased the former MacPhail block and is renovating

the building with plans to move his drug store to the new location.
John Ashenhurst, a clerk with Uxbridge Township for over half a century,

passed away at Cottage Hospital, Uxbridge.
Nick Drew is the new owner of the Maple Leaf Cafe. Uxbridge Billiards,

business and the building, were purchased by Victor Card.
April 1965

Morley Bain, of Zephyr, a native of Scott Township was sworn in as
Sheriff of the County of Ontario. He succeeds the late Arthur G. Welsh.

The Basil Merrick garage on Toronto St. north has been purchased by
J.P. Maynard.

Scott Township have agreed to build a new municipal building as a
Centennial project.

Reach Township School Board sets its salary schedules for teachers:
student teachers $3,400 per year; five-year experience $4,600; teachers in
one-room school house will receive an extra $100 for acting as principal as
well as teacher.

The central section of Uxbridge was flooded when a dam at Brookdale
broke sending thousands of tons of water into the town.

Norman Uren was hired as a probationary police constable for the
Uxbridge Police Department. He begins duties at a salary of $3,800 per year.

Lorraine Smith was crowned Queen of the Ball at Uxbridge High School.
Princesses were Ann Gage and Donna Morrison.

Uxbridge Credit Union executive for 1965, from left, Robert Harris, director; Arthur T. Whitney, treasurer; Gerald McGuire,
president; Marshall Berry, secretary; Hardy Noble, director. Standing left, Ronald Stiver and Donald Perry, directors.

NORMAN UREN
Hired as an Uxbridge

police officer
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The Great Flood 
of 1965

A flood described by many Uxbridge oldtimers 
as the worst in the history of the town, occurred on 
April 7, 1965, when a dam at Brookdale burst, sending 
tons of water towards town.

Water levels, resulting from a heavy rain, rose 
so quickly the dam collapsed sending water roaring 
along the creek bed until it spilled into Elgin Pond. 
The pond overflowed across Mill St. and down Bascom St.
where tons of water spilled over the banks and into 
the swelled the creek. 

The Uxbridge Creek, behind the business section of 
town, expanded as debris washed down the creek blocked 
the culvert under the stores, creating a small lake south of 
the stores. The new road recently constructed between 
Pond and Bascom Streets was washed out.

There was considerable damage to many properties. 
Especially hit hard was the home of Bert Husband 
(below) beside the pond, who had water running 
through his home for more than two hours. 
The basement of Moore’s Hardware was also 
flooded causing damage to many appliances.
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May 1965
William (Bill) Morgan has demolished his garage on Brock St., and will

soon begin building a modern, new garage on the same site.
The town received approval from the Department of Tourism to proceed

with its Centennial project, of turning the dump site into a park.
A teenager, who became known as the “Whisperer,” was caught and

charged with making hundreds of
anonymous phone calls to local ladies over
a four-month period.

Plans for a new five-room addition to
Goodwood Public School were approved
and construction will begin by the fall.

Donna Morrison and Carol Fairman
have been hired by the Uxbridge
Recreational Assoc. to work as lifeguards
at the pond swimming area this summer.

A property was purchased on Toronto
St. north for the new Liquor Control Board
store.

The restaurant at the Maples Park was
gutted by fire.

Famed Canadian poet Wilson
MacDonald held an auditorium full of high
school students spellbound during a visit.

An inter-school choir, conducted by Dulcie Colby, entertained at the final Home and School meeting of the season in June 1965.
Members of the choir are, back left, Juanita Erikson, Jeanne Williamson, Donna Wood, Donna Steward, Linda Seeley, Alana
Huntingford, Pegi Wright, Marilyn Fairman, Doreen Bell, Paul Simpson, Barbara Skerratt and Terry Paul. Centre left, Alice McDowell,
Bonnie Snider, Kim Brethour, Nancy Crawford, Donna Wells, Wendy May, Melody McDowell, Jackie Moir, John Simpson, Becki
Bookham and Beverley Nolan. Front left, Beryl Moore, Mildred Banks, Maurene Adamson, Sandra Salerno, Dianne Henderson,
Laurel Andrews, Sandra Geer, Wendy McDonald, Graeme Arbuckle and Roy Scott.

Work began on tearing down the old Morgan’s Garage building,
located beside the Times-Journal building on Brock Street. Wm. Morgan
built a new garage on the same spot later in the year.
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June 1965
Uxbridge resident Jan Falkowski, who was an air ace and veteran of the

air war over Britain, published his autobiography, “With the Wind in My
Face.”

Council turns thumbs-down on a proposal by the Public Utilities
Commission to build an extension to the present municipal building.

Town council voted in favour of renting the Music Hall, which had been
slated to be closed in September, to the Kinsmen Club for $1 per year.

July 1965
Rev. J.A. Mills was inducted as the new minister of Trinity United

Church.
More than 700 attended the historic plaque unveiling, commemorating

Lucy Maud Montgomery, on the grounds of the Presbyterian Manse at
Leaskdale on July 3.

The road between Epsom and Uxbridge is being widened and hard
surfaced.

C. Percy King was honoured by being presented with his 50 year Past
Master Pin. He has been a member of Zaradatha Lodge, Uxbridge, for
almost 60 years.

Les and Tom Siegrist officially re-opened their 5c to $1 store following
renovations and an expansion to the rear of the building.

Uxbridge Post Office begins opening six days a week. After being closed
Wednesday afternoons for many years, it will now only close on Sundays.

August 1965
After several months of careful study, members of the Uxbridge Farmer’s

Co-operative voted unanimously in favour of becoming a branch of United
Co-operatives of Ontario.

Uxbridge clerk-treasurer announced the cost of a marriage license would
increase by 100 per cent, going from $5 to $10 for a license.

Construction is scheduled to begin soon on a LCBO store on a piece of
property purshased from W.J. Wood Lumber Co. earlier this year.

Work has begun on a second commercial building at the corner of Brock
and Toronto St. The property is owned by Mr. A. Mistelbacher.

Local druggist Ross Tiers officially opened his new store at 12 Brock
Street, in the former McPhail’s Grocery store building. It has been
completely renovated and remodelled with a sparkling glass and steel front.

Ferdinand Kreuzer has leased the old Roxy movie theatre and will begin
showing movies again three nights a week.

September 1965
Rev. James A. Mills and his family have taken up residence in Uxbridge

at the church manse.
More than 1,400 students returned to class, making it the largest

enrollment in the history of Uxbridge. Of these 694 will attend the
secondary school; 580 the public school and 128 the separate school. There
are a total of 71 teachers, including the principal and vice-principals.

Girl’s uniforms for Uxbridge Public School have arrived. The package
consists of jumpers, 3/4 sleeve blouses and short-sleeve blouses. The boy’s
uniform consists of jerseys and plaid shirts.

Bricklayers are hard at work on the LCBO store and the building is
quickly taking shape. The front will be of brick and glass and present a very
modern appearance.

Cottage Hospital board announce that a campaign for funds to provide for
an extension to the hospital will get underway soon. The objective will be to

JAN FALKOWSKI
Verteran air force pilot

publishes his memoires

PERCY KING
Receives 50-Year
Past Master Pin

ROSS TIERS
Opens newly renovated

store on Brock St.
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raise $125,000.
Due to the closing of the Music Hall, Girl Guides have had to find new

meeting places at the Legion Hall and the Anglican Church.
The Rev. George Moore, minister of  St. Andrew’s-Chalmer’s Presbyterian

Church, was elected to the office of Moderator.
A delegation of three Kinsmen members attended Uxbridge council,

protesting the closing of the Music Hall. The closing resulted in the locking
out of many local youth, including Teen Town who hold dances at the hall.

Mrs. W.E. Remion, an organist at the Trinity United Church for the past
39 years, passed away.

October 1965
Thos. N. Shea Real Estate moved into their new storefront on Brock St.,

near the corner of Toronto St., the former Market Hall corner.
Capt. Frederick Lang of the Salvation Army was elected the new

president of the Uxbridge Ministerial Association.
Council passed a special motion to allow Teen Town to use the Music Hall

for a dance. They also agreed to re-open the hall for the use of Guides and
Brownies.

Uxbridge Senior Citizens officially open the new club rooms, constructed
in the basement of the Music Hall by the Kinsmen Club as a project.

November 1965
Dr. Adrian N.E. Watt and family arrived to take up residence in Uxbridge.

Dr. Watt is associated with the Uxbridge Medical Centre.
Constable Howard Nickling of the police department, has resigned and

will move to Kent County to accept a position as chief of police.
The population of Uxbridge increased by 52 over the past year, and there

are now 2,601 residents in town.
December 1965

The Uxbridge Public Utilities Commission is now located in its new
business office at 47 Brock St. Miss Ruth Beach is in charge of the office
activities, responsible to manager A.C. “Cy” Richardson.

The new government L.C.B.O. store is open. Donald Galbraith is the new

MAURICE WADE
Kinsmen Teen Town

representative

This picture of the Armistice Day parade along Brock St. in November 1965 shows the new building under construction at the corner
of Toronto St., and Morgan’s new Texaco garage further along the street. 

DR. ADRIAN WATT
New physician joins

Uxbridge Medical Centre



manager and James L. Squires,
the former manager of the
Uxbridge Dominion store is the
senior clerk.

A new ski area is opening in
the Dagmar hills near Chalk
Lake. It will be called the Blue
Bonnet Ski Club and is operated
by Bud Pipher of Oshawa.

James Munro begins his
fourth term as president of
Branch 170, Uxbridge Legion.
Jack Stiner is first vice-
president.

The 75-year-old Free
Methodist Church on Main St. is
sold to David Noble. The closing
service in the old church will be
held on January 2 and the
congregation will worship in the
Music Hall until a new church is
built.
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Bricklayers are seen here hard at work laying the block for the new LCBO store.

The 1965 Kinsmen Club of Uxbridge: Seated left, Mark Baxter, Deputy Governor Zone F; Peter Gouweleeuw, president; Leo
Doodchenko, past president. Centre row, left, Harry Stemp, 1st vice-president; Bert Geer, Maurice Wade, Ed Tobline, secretary;
Watson Yake, treasurer. Back left, Roly McLaren, Norman Brunee, Bill Geer, George Joiner and Harry Hudson.
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1966
January 1966

Mild temperatures and balmy breezes encouraged a number of local
golfers, Pete Forsyth, A. Gibbons and Lloyd Sonley, to pull out their clubs
and play a round of golf on the first day of the year.

Ross P. Ellerbeck, Uxbridge station agent for the past 13 years retired
from the CNR.

The T. Eaton Order Office opened their new store next to Thos. Shea Real
Estate on Brock St.

Mr. A.C. Richardson was elected chairman of the Central Ontario County
District High School Board. Reg Foster of Greenbank is vice-chairman.

Wilfred H. Gould was elected Warden of Ontario County. It took six
ballots in the closely fought election before the Warden was selected.

William Keyzers was elected as chairman of the Separate School Board.
The Uxbridge Ministerial Association protested a planned Sunday

afternoon country music show at the Roxy Theatre. In a letter to the police
chief, they express their opinion that it was a “flagrant contravention of the
Lord’s Day Act.”

Ontario County Council authorized a grant in the amount of $215,789 to
aid in the establishment and equipment for an addition to Cottage Hospital.

At the 11th annual meeting of the Uxbridge Credit Union the 1966 Board
of Directors was elected. Arthur Whitney, treasurer-manager, and directors
Pete Hvidsten, Robert Harris, Marshall Berry and Hardy Noble.

Excavation work began on the new addition to the Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital, while inside work crews have started renovations.

Wilfred Gould says he is the fifth member of the family to serve as
Warden of Ontario County. The others were Joseph Gould (1852); Isaac J.
Gould (1883); Charles Gould (1886), and Harvey J.Gould (1895).

WILFRED H. GOULD
Warden of Ontario

County

WILLIAM KEYZERS
Elected chairman of

Separate School Board

Looking over the plans
for the new addition to
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
are members of the staff,
from left, Mr. L. Hogg, X-ray
Tech.; Mrs. Ruth Merrick,
RNA; Mrs. Kay Morrison,
RN; Mr. L. McCray, Lab
Tech.; Mrs. Eileen Gould,
Food Supt.; Rev. G.
Hobson, chairman of Fund
Raising Committee; Miss A.
Huhtanen, supervisor and
Mrs. Elizabeth Fryer, RN.



February 1966
The Uxbridge Kinsmen Club

celebrated its 25th anniversary
since its Charter. Kinsmen Club
of Canada founder Hal Rogers
was guest speaker at the
banquet.

Uxbridge Legion members
pledge $5,000 towards the
Cottage Hospital expansion
fund. The town must raise
$125,000 locally.

Uxbridge council agree to look
into purchasing the post office
building, following an
announcement that a new post
office is proposed for the
property currently occupied by
the Maple Leaf Cafe and Keith’s
Flower Shop.

March 1966
Constable Roy S. Aldworth, a

native of England, is the newest
member of the Uxbridge Police
Department.

B. J. (Bert) Simpson was
presented his 25-year service
certificate from Ontario Hydro by
area manager, Cy Richardson.

The barber shop of J.W.
(Shorty) Forsythe was moved to
the east side of Hotel Evelyn. His
familiar shop for the past 37
years is being renovated for a
new Canadian Tire store.

The body of Larry N. Brown
was discovered near the railroad
tracks. Death was caused by a
bullet wound.

Uxbridge Police Department
added a fourth officer, with the
hiring of Sargeant William
Charles Thomas.

Public health staff and
registered nurses employed by
Ontario County have resigned in
a dispute over salaries and the
reinstatement of their president,
Mrs. A.H. (Margot) Cooper.

The workers at Comco
Stampings pledge payroll
deduction commitments of $9,000
towards the hospital expansion.
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In February 1966 four Charter Members of the Uxbridge Kinsmen were given the
honour of cutting the anniversary cake. The men are, from left, Bruce Gould, Fred
Kelland, Miles (Ted) Houck and Bert De Carl.

Susie Sorabji Chapter I.O.D.E. executive for 1966, from left, Regent Mrs. Marg
Manktelow; Past Regent, Mrs. Ruth Wade. Back left, Mrs. Sandra Fair, Mrs. Lillian
Geer, treasurer; Mrs. Dorothy Richardson, secretary; and Mrs. Ruth Ingledew.
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An outbreak of crime, including break-ins, thefts and other disturbances
over the past month, was highlighted by the torching of the police cell.

April 1966
Doris Johnston was honoured by her employer, Robert Harris, and the

staff of the law firm Harris, Harris and Wallace for 25 years of service with
the firm. 

Ontario County Health Unit’s 12  nurses were fired by the health board,
then offered employment in the same capacity if nurses fill out and send in
applications.

Uxbridge Township residents present a petition with 106 names opposed
to the building of a drag-strip in the township.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Brook, of Pond St. was completely
gutted by fire while the family was away. Damage is expected to be about
$12,000.

Three members of the Uxbridge Legion, Branch 170, Joseph G. Watson,
William (Kelly) Voutt and Al Cooper, were honoured with life memberships.

Betty Ann Foote was chosen Queen of the Ball at Uxbridge Secondary
School. Her princesses were Beverly Hope and Charlotte Mercier. She was
crowned by last year’s queen Lorraine Smith.

A bylaw prohibiting the use of power boats on any waterway within the
Town of Uxbridge was passed unanimously by council.

The Rev. Wm. A. Myles of
Toronto will succeed Rev. Ernest
Hobson, as minister of St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, when he leaves
town in July.

May 1966
A sod turning for the new Free

Methodist Church, at the corner
of Reach and Franklin St., took
place on Sunday, May 1.

Wilfred Gould reported to
council that all differences have
been settled and that nurses of
the Ontario County Health Unit
were back at work, including
Mrs. Margaret Cooper in
Uxbridge.

Dr. Donald G. Davis sold his
veterinary business to Dr. Grant
Elliot and Dr. Bruce Groves.

June 1966
Town council met with

members of the I.O.D.E.,
Kinsmen Club, Senior Citizens,
Girl Guides and Brownies and
agreed to preserve the Music
Hall as a Centennial project.

A large crowd of parents,
students and officials attended
the official opening of the new
addition to Goodwood Public
School.

DORIS JOHNSTON
Harris, Harris and
Wallace law firm

Police Board chairman Bill Low and Chief LaVerne Ellenberger stand beside the
recently purchased 1962 black Pontiac station wagon which will be used as an
ambulance. It has a large rotating light on the roof and comes equipped with a new
high-low stretcher. It replaces the old 1959 Chevrolet ambulance, top photo.



Uxbridge Township turns down an
application to establish a drag-strip on Lot
32, Concession 4, as requested by R.L.
Harvey.

Donald Darby has purchased the former
IGA property on Brock St. and will
commence renovations soon.

Alex Williamson is moving ahead with
plans to open a used car lot on the corner of
Brock and Main Streets.

Charles Watson, Goodwood, sold his
general store after operating it successfully
for 43 years.

Council passed a bylaw establishing the
Music Hall as a Community Centre with a
management board consisting of Doug Hall,
Fred Steward, Maurice Wade, Norm
Brunne, J.A. Kydd and Marjorie Davie.

Harold G. Mitchell announces the price
of milk  is up by two cents, from 27 cents to
29 cents a quart.

July 1966
The third store in the new block at the corner of Brock and Toronto St. is now under construction.
Councillors agree not to take a month recess during the summer as there is too much business to

be taken care of.
Uxbridge has acquired a new ambulance, which will accommodate two patients
The Inn Crowd summer dances at Elgin Park, operated by Bill Ballinger and Peter Hvidsten, are

started to take the place of Teen Town during the summer.
The Roxy Theatre, operated by Mr. F.

Dreuzer, has changed ownership. Mr. John
Temers has taken over the movie
operation.

Restoration work on the Music Hall got
underway, with the removal of the old
wood-work and old plaster.

August 1966
Brock Street residents attended council

to protest the widening of a portion of the
street which would necessitate cutting
down the Maple trees.

County Assessor Gordon Hepditch says
town taxes will be prepared on a computer
and issued by electronic equipment at the
county office next year.

Roy F. Lawrence has been appointed
new administrator of Cottage Hospital
effective September 1, 1966.

Police Chief LaVerne Ellenberger was
suspended from duty and charged with two
counts under the Police Act for
insubordination and failing to submit
reports to council.

Uxbridge teenagers raised $175 for the
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The young people from Uxbridge are getting involved with the
Cottage Hospital expansion and here, from left, Brian St. John, Bruce
Richardson and Gordon Whitney, are seen making a map of the
locations of each person who has been a patient in the hospital from the
town and beyond.

Uxbridge area teenagers raised $175 at a special fund raising dance
held in Elgin Park. Joseph MacBratney, treasurer of the Cottage
Hospital Extension, accepted the money from Peter Hvidsten, left, and
Bill Ballinger, who operate the popular Inn Crowd dances at the park, in
place of Teen Town which closed for the summer months.
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hospital at a special Inn Crowd dance at Elgin Park.
Nick Homan announces the moving of his Dominion Dry Goods

store to the new building on the north side of Brock St. Canadian
Tire will take over the old store when it is renovated.

September 1966
Canadian Tire moved to a temporary location in the former egg

grading station on Bascom Street until renovations for its new store
are completed.

Fred Cook Real Estate offices, at 15 Toronto St. south, were
officially opened.

Once again Uxbridge schools have enrolled a record number of
students with 1,480 returning to class. This is up 70 from the
previous year.

Construction is completed at Cottage Hospital and patients are
being moved into the new east wing and north wing maternity ward.

Work begins on installing new aluminum windows on the Music
Hall.

The Archdeacon of Scarborough inducted the Rev. Wm. A. Myles
as Rector of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Uxbridge.

A Committee of Appeal reserved decision in the case of Police
Chief LaVerne Ellenberger, who was suspended four weeks ago.

October 1966
Ron Noble Insurance opens his new office in the completely

renovated former IGA store location on Brock St.
Wilfred H. Gould, Reeve of Uxbridge and Warden of the County of

Ontario received another honour, being elected president of the
Association of Ontario Counties for 1966-67.

Police Chief Ellenberger was suspended for a second time and Sgt.
Wm. Thomas was named to be officially in charge of the department.

The cornerstone for the new Free Methodist Church was laid on
October 30.

RON NOBLE
Opens Insurance Office

on Brock St.

Nick Homan moved into his modern new store in September 1967, in this new building constructed on the former Uxbridge Fire
Hall property. The property had been an eyesore in the downtown for a number of years before the stores were constructed.
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Council votes to retain present pay rate, although most agree it should be
raised. At present councillors receive $300 per year and the mayor’s annual
fee is $500.

November 1966
The Library Board opposes plans to construct a 10-foot-wide concrete

staircase, with a centre handrail, to the park from Toronto St.
Uxbridge Planning Board recommend to council that the area in front of

the post office should be changed from parallel parking to angle parking to
accommodate 12 more parking spaces.

December 1966
Uxbridge Mayor Fred Steward, Reeve W.H. Gould and deputy-reeve

Douglas Hall, were all elected by acclamation for a two-year term.
Chester Oldham received an acclamation to the position of Reeve of Scott

Township for a two-year term.
After a rash of automobile thefts, Sgt. Wm. Thomas of the Uxbridge

Police is warning residents to remove their keys from the ignition when they
leave their cars.

Uxbridge elects two men and two women to council for 1967-68. Elected
were Donald Darby, Dorothy Milner, Ray Newton and Sheila Puterbough.

Uxbridge Red Cross set 500 pints as the number they would like to target
for blood donor clinics in the next year.

Walter Bryant won a two-way contest to become president of the
Uxbridge Legion, defeating Jack Stiner.

SGT. WM. THOMAS
Put in charge of police

department

This picture of an Armistice Day parade taken in November 1966 shows some of the buildings along Toronto St. south at this
time. At left is the sign in front of Jack Bookham Plumbing and Heating shop and next to it, in the brick house, is the veterinarian
practice of Dr. Don G. Davis. On the right, in front of the library, is a sign in front of the Fred Cook Real Estate office.
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Uxbridge Juveniles, winners of the 1967 Ontario 'B' Championship, in the new sweaters donated by Fred Greenwood. Back left,
Ross Cowan, Michael Morrison, David Cowan, Ivan Geer, Wayne Foote, Ron Crawford, Allan Lyons. Middle left, Jack Ballinger,
coach, Steve Harrison, Don Cordingley, John Noble, Jim Warner, Ken Rattray, Gerry Morrison, Roy Cordingley, manager. Front left,
Brian St. John, Ted Ballinger, Trevor Clark and Doug Barton.

Uxbridge Legion, Branch 170 officers for 1967 are, front left, Jack Stiner, 1st vice-president, Walter Bryant, president;
James Munro, past president, Norm Goodspeed, 2nd vice president. Back left, Pete Hvidsten, executive; John L. Lumgair,
treasurer, John Gill; William Morrison, welfare officer, and Joe Esmond, secretary.

1967 Juvenile All-Ontario Champions

1967 Legion, Branch 170 Officers
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1967
January 1967

Grade 12 students at Uxbridge Secondary School embark on a research
program about local history covering from 1890 to 1940 under the direction
of teacher Ray Newton.

Chairman Gerald McGuire, Shirley O’Brien, Norman Goodspeed,
Douglas Finbow, John VanKessel and Peter Gouweleeuw were elected
trustees for the Separate School Board.

Three boys target shooting with a .22 rifle put a bullet through the wall
of the John Curtis home on Water St.

Rev. J.K Snider, minister of the Free Methodist Church, and former
minister Dr. W.J.Stonehouse, officiated at the official opening of the new
Free Methodist Church in Uxbridge. 

An Uxbridge Secondary School curling rink won the Ontario Boys
Championship. The team members are skip Barry Timbers, Michael
Puterbough, Michael Smith and Larry Manley.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kelland on Dominion St., received more
than $6,000 in damage following a fire which started in the chimney.

February 1967
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital extension fund committee seeks to raise

another $15,000, still lacking from the local contribution of $125,000.
Scott Agriculture Fall Fair changed its name to the Uxbridge Fair, but it

will continue to be sponsored by the Scott Agriculture Society. The society
plans to erect new gates at Elgin Park as a Centennial project.

A decision by the Ontario Police Commission upheld town council with
respect to the dismissal of Police Chief Ellenberger. Council has now
declared the position vacant.

Uxbridge Secondary School crowned Carole Hodgkins its queen at the
school’s annual formal. Carole’s
princesses were Linda Johnson
and Beverley Clark.

Three horses and a pony
perished when a fire leveled the
livestock building at Elgin Park.
The horses were the property of
Mr. E. Chapelle.

March 1967
The annual report of the

Uxbridge Police Department
shows that officers answered
5,079 complaints, occurrences
and calls during 1966.

Teen dance at the Music Hall
is cancelled due to fresh plaster
being put on the walls.

Most merchants in town agree
to install flag poles to fly
Canadian and Centennial flags
throughout the year.

FRED STEWARD
Elected Mayor of Uxbridge

for a two-year term

ROY F. LAWRENCE
New administrator of

Uxbridge Cottage Hospital

New location for Keith’s (Davidston) Flowers, in the former Shorty’s Barber Shop
store at the corner of Bascom and Brock Streets.
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Graham Lightfoot began his job as advertising manager of the Uxbridge
Times-Journal. Mr. Lightfoot and his wife Judy will be moving to Uxbridge.

Council received 22 applications for the position of police chief for the
town.

April 1967
The office section of the old creamery building on Mill St. was demolished

to make room for a new office on the site. 
The Uxbridge Juvenile hockey team was the winner of the Ontario ‘B’

Juvenile Hockey Championship. Captain Brian St. John received the trophy
following the game against Milton.

Peter Williamson was re-elected president and chairman of the board of
Cottage Hospital at its annual meeting.

About 350 people attend a victory dance at the high school for the juvenile
hockey team. Music was donated by the Inn Crowd, with Jack Manley
calling square dances.

The front of Rosehill Dominion Hardware, owned by Jim Warren, underwent renovations and
refurbishing during 1967.

JIM WARREN
Owner of Rosehill

Dominion Hardware

NELSON EWEN
Employed by Williamson

Motor Sales

ARTHUR FORSYTH
Uxbridge barber
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May 1967
A tender for the construction of a new Central School for Scott Township

was accepted. The 14-classroom school, with auditorium, will cost $323,915
to construct.

Peter Jamieson, owner of Ideal Superette, and Harold Mitchell, operator
of the Uxbridge Dairy, petitioned council to stop Oshawa Ideal Dairy from
from providing house-to-house delivery of milk.

The new Elizabeth Knight Wing and Centennial Wing of Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital were officially opened by the Hon. M.B. Dymond, Ontario’s
Minister of Health. The hospital is now one of the most modern 50-bed
hospitals in Canada and is valued at $1,200,000.

Eddie Shack was the guest speaker at St. John’s School for the annual
Uxbridge Minor Hockey banquet.

Norma Urquhart, a teacher in Leaskdale for 12 years, was elected as a
director of the Federation of Women Teachers’ Assoc. of Ontario.

James Kaye, 37, has been selected as the new chief for the Uxbridge
Police Department. Mr. Kaye comes to Uxbridge from the Toronto police
force.

June 1967
Firecrackers are blamed for a fire which caused $1,000 in damage to a

Scott Township home owned by Jack Dennett.
Work is nearing completion on the steps descending from Toronto St. to

Centennial Park, just south of the library building.
A fire on the top storey of the Co-op feed mill caused $2,500 damage. A

sprinkler system is credited with saving the building.
One of the largest parades in the history of Uxbridge took place despite

continuous rain all day. The Centennial Parade attracted hundreds of
onlookers and more than 30 floats and bands.

During a tour of inspection of Uxbridge Cottage Hospital, personnel stopped to look at the new
solarium. From left are Mrs. Peggy (Peter) Williamson, Roy Lawrence, administrator; Dr. M.B.
Dymond; Florence Pike, head nurse; Mrs. Jeanne Dymond and Peter Williamson, Hospital Board

NORMA URQUHART
Director of the Womens’

Teacher Association

JAMES KAYE
Hired as new chief for
Uxbridge Police Dept.

LLOYD CAPSTICK
Uxbridge barber
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Nine pigs perished in a fire which levelled a barn on the farm of Alex
Lubinsky on the Sixth Concession of Scott Township.

The 100-year-old Quaker Hill Presbyterian Church went up for sale by
auction. The only bidder for the building was Clarence Bunker, whose bid
was $25. Baptist Minister Dr. E.S. Kerr had the winning bid of $117 for the
church organ.

July 1967
A CNR passenger train carrying 350 children to summer camp collided

with a gravel truck at the Goodwood crossing and was derailed. The driver
of the truck received minor injuries.

The Duke and Dutchess of Kent visited with the Dutchess’ brother John
Worsley at his farm five miles north of Uxbridge.

Attractive young Beverly Clark, 15, was chosen Scott Township
Centennial Queen at the Zephyr Sports Day. She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ivan Clark, Zephyr. 

August 1967
Trinity United Church installed a new set of steel steps covered with

wood planks and an iron pipe hand rail.
Alex Williamson received an award for his 17 years as a General Motors

dealer from GMAC’s manager, J.W. Dean. He has sold over 12,000 vehicles
since becoming a GM dealer.

Stanley Taylor, a teacher for 32 years at Maple Grove school in Scott
Township, was honoured by past students and staff after his retirement,
when the school was permanently closed.

Nine one-room schools in Scott Township will be sold by auction in
September. Schools being sold are located at Ashworth, Sandford, Foster,
Bethesda north of Leaskdale, 5th Line, West Town Line, Leaskdale, Black
River and 3rd Concession.

The official opening of the Udora Community Park,
a Centennial project for the residents of the hamlet, took
place on Saturday, August 26.

Utica school, located on Lot 6, Concession 5 in Reach
Township ,was sold and demolished.

September 1967
For the first time in recent history, the number of

students returning to the three schools in Uxbridge is
down.

Work is underway on a large culvert to be placed
between Homan’s store and Morgan’s garage on Brock St.

Vandals broke into the Quaker Hill school causing
hundreds of dollars damage to windows, furniture and
equipment. The newly decorated schoolroom was defaced.

Murray Copeland is the new principal of Uxbridge
Public School and has moved into a home on Third
Avenue.

Mr. Howard Langille of Scarborough has sold his
popular Skyloft Ski Resort to a group of Toronto
businessmen.

A group of old smoke-eaters were at the fire hall to
take part in a nostalgia party during Centennial
celebrations. Attending were Jack Low, who joined the
department in 1917 and retired in 1947, Cec Heard,
Oscar Long and Lyman Nicholls.

LORNE ANDREWS
Owner of Lorne Andrew’s Jewellers

The new school uniform
approved in 1965 by the
Uxbridge Public School
Home and School Assoc-
iation is modeled here by
Donna Risebrough. The
uniform was not compulsory.
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Mrs. Mary (Luther) Luke, Mrs.  Jessie (Frank) Foote and Mrs. Mabel (Elgin) Luke received a ride to Trinity United Church from
Jim Ball in this horse and buggy in June 1967. The ladies were on their way to enjoy the “Our Heritage” show at the church.

C.Y. & C Welding Works, located on the north side of Brock St., west, was owned by Howard Young, 1967. C.Y.& C specializes
in pipe welding, ornamental railings and boiler repairs.

Centennial Buggy Ride
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George Painter takes over the duties of manager at the Uxbridge Arena
following the resignation of Fred Smith, who has moved to the George Bell
Arena in Toronto.

Donald Mattock, a teacher at Uxbridge High School holds an art show at
the Barrie Library Hall.

October 1967
Brock Township clerk, J. Stanley Miller, passed away suddenly in

hospital. Mr. Miller was a life-long resident of Brock and had served as a
councillor, deputy-reeve and reeve of the township.

Dr. Donald Davis and Nellie Kydd were honoured by members of the
Uxbridge Arena Board for their years of service.

Brownscombe’s, one of the oldest businesses in town, celebrated its 75th
anniversary.

The Uxbridge Secondary School ‘Tigers’ defeated Camp Borden to win the
Georgian Bay Secondary School Association Football Championship. The
team is coached by Ray Newton.

P.C. candidate Dr. M.B. Dymond won his fifth term in office over rivals
Howard Anderson (Liberal) and Allan McPhail (NDP).

A four-plex apartment building was approved for Maple St.
Ontario Hydro’s Uxbridge office was closed October 25. Manager A.C.

Richardson assured customers they will continue to receive good service.
November 1967

The Centennial plaque erected
on the flagpole cairn in
Centennial Park was defaced and
torn from its mounts.

Uxbridge Cottage Hospital is
training drivers for ambulance
service, as the hospital will soon
have control of ambulance
service in the community.

An estimated 600 people
crowded the gymnasium and hall
of Scott Township Central School
for the official opening of the new
school.

More than 1,500 laying hens
perished in a fire on the property
of A. Dennis Crompton (the
former Smith Turkey farm) near
Bethesda.

Bill Geer is the president of
the Uxbridge Kinsmen Club for
the next year. Bill Keyzers is
first vice-president.

December 1967
Reach Road golf course, owned

by John M. Low since it opened,
has been sold to John Harris and
his cousin Robt. G. Harris.

The reeve and deputy-reeve of
Uxbridge Township, Alvin
Redshaw and Robert Nesbitt

Members of the Royal Canadian Legion march along Brock St. to the Cenotaph
in Nov. 1967. Stores in the block just west of Bascom St. included Keith’s Flowers,
Canadian Tire, Davie Rexall Pharmacy, and next to it Moore’s Pro Hardware. 

GEORGE PAINTER
New manager at the

Uxbridge Arena



were re-elected.
Edward Oyler, reeve of Reach

Township, was returned,
defeating Lawrence Doble.

The Uxbridge Red Cross
branch elected its new slate of
officers for 1968-69. Dr. Pat
Asling is the new president.

The home of Mr. and Mrs.
Leslie Metherall, Udora, was
destroyed and all their
possessions lost. Their six
children escaped from the
burning house unhurt.

Sgt. William Thomas resigned
from the Uxbridge Police
Department, saying he didn’t
agree with department policy.

Mr. A.H. Cooper was elected
president of Branch 170, Royal
Canadian Legion, Uxbridge,
defeating four nominees, Ron
Huntley, Walter Bryant, Jack
Stiner and James Munro.
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This large culvert was connected to the flu which carries the
Uxbridge Creek under the stores on Brock Street during the
summer of 1967. After it was covered with fill, the area above the
culvert became a parking area beside the present Coffee Time
donut shop.

The Uxbridge fire bell, which first went into service in 1887
in the old bell tower was raised over the local fire hall. The bell
was silenced in 1955 when the tower was dismantled.

These Uxbridge High School students, Dennis Ryan, Jennifer Nicholes, Mary St.
John, Karen Geer and George Skerratt (absent) were the first 17-year-old teens to
ever donate blood at the local blood donor clinic.
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Uxbridge Town Council 1966-67. Back left, Ray Newton, Dorothy Milner, Sheila Puterbough, Don Darby. Front left,
Reeve Wilfred Gould, Mayor Fred Steward, and Deputy-Reeve Douglas Hall. The entire council was re-acclaimed for the
1968-69 term, except for Dorothy Milner, who was replaced by Robert Burroughes.

The Stan Beach Farm Equipment building, left, the Maple Leaf Cafe and Keith's Flowers were demolished about 1968
to make way for the new post office which opened the following year.

Early Brock Street Buildings

1966 Uxbridge Town Council
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1968
January 1968

Uxbridge postmaster W.J. Knowles and his staff processed 140,000 pieces
of mail in the 12 days prior to Christmas.

David E. Whitney, an employee of Ron Noble Insurance, becomes an
Associate of the Insurance Institute of Canada.

Rupert Frederick Willis, one of the grand old men of Uxbridge passed
away at Cottage Hospital on January 1, at 98 years of age.

Uxbridge Paint and Wallpaper, owned by Dick McEnaney, moved to
larger quarters at 70 Brock St. West.

The Roxy Theatre was sold by John Termetzoghov to three men who are
partners in the venture. Robert Chirnside, Dave Babcock and his brother
Paul are the new owners.

Forsite Homes Ltd. purchase serviced lots in the west end of town.
Houses will range about $20,000 for a three-bedroom brick home.

The Separate School Board elected Norman Goodspeed, chairman,
Eugene Nolan, vice-chairman and Peter Gouweleeuw as secretary/treasurer.

A.H. (Al) Cooper is elected president of the Uxbridge Legion. Jack Stiner,
first vice-president; Joseph Esmonds, secretary.

Uxbridge school board officials request an addition to the local public
school, which is over-crowded.

February 1968
The Department of Public Works begins advertising for tenders for

construction of a new post office for Uxbridge.
Harold Zegil opens a music store next door to Art’s Barber Shop, recently

vacated by Uxbridge Paint and Wallpaper.
The new owners of Reach

Road Golf Course, Scott
Hickling, and John and
Robt. Harris, have changed
the name to Foxhead Golf
and Country Club.

David Richardson, an
officer with the Metro
Toronto Police, is hired as a
constable for the Uxbridge
Police Department.

Uxbridge Township
Councillor Clark Muirhead
said a multi-million dollar
highway proposed from
Hwy. 401 to Uxbridge would
be a waste of money.

Latest population figures
for the Town of Uxbridge
shows an increase of 29
from last year, to a total of
2,626 residents.

The executive for the 1968 Uxbridge Fair Board at the annual meeting held at the
Department of Agriculture. The new president is Gary Herrema, holding paper. Other
executive members are from left, Gordon Foote, second vice-president; Ross Thompson,
past-president; and Ross Harrison, first vice-president.

W. J. KNOWLES
Uxbridge Post Office

Postmaster

PETER GOUWELEEUW
Secretary-Treasurer of
Separate School Board
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A team of curlers from the Uxbridge Fire Department won the Provincial
Firemens’ Bonspiel in Ottawa. Team members are, skip Harvey Acton, lead
Jay Merrick, 2nd Murray Taylor and vice Tim Brethour.

Ed Lanigan is the new owner of Goodwood Airport, which has re-opened
after being closed four years. 

Council passed a bylaw to borrow $189,000 to reconstruct Brock St. east.
Dagmar Construction Ltd. submitted the lowest tender.

The Uxbridge Music Hall was packed for a dance to raise money for a new
floor for the hall. Music was provided free of charge by George Beare’s high
school orchestra “Drop-Ins Plus One,” and Bill Ballinger and Peter
Hvidsten’s “Inn Crowd.”

March 1968
The Booth-Glitch manufacturing company which operated on Bascom St.

for the past five years moved to Claremont.
Beverley Hope was crowned 1968 Queen of the Ball at the Uxbridge

Secondary School annual formal dance. Her princesses were Melony Turgeon
and Peggy McGuire. Judges were Judy Lightfoot, Jean Newton and Mayor
Fred Steward.

A motion by Uxbridge Reeve Wilfred Gould, to appoint William G.
Manning, Administrator of the County of Ontario, won ready support.

Winson Construction of Thornhill was awarded the contract to build the
new one-storey, 1,050 sq. ft. Uxbridge post office at a cost of $69,740.

A fire which started from faulty wiring in the basement, caused an
estimated $10,000 damage to the Stan Beach Implement building, beside the
post office. 

Council passed a bylaw to increase the minimum size of a house in
Uxbridge from 700 sq. ft. to 1,100 sq. ft.

April 1968
The Uxbridge juveniles won their second consecutive Ontario

Championship, defeating Port Elgin by a score of 12-3 in the final of three
straight games.

Uxbridge Kinsmen Club begin an extension of the Senior Citizen’s
facilities in the Music Hall.

Uxbridge High School graduate Dave Maxwell, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bert
Maxwell, was featured in a ful-page article in the Daily Ryersonian. Dave is
the president of the Students’ Administrative Council.

Vandalism in Uxbridge has reached major proportions, with vandalism in
Centennial Park, break-ins, lights being broken and damage to the
footbridge across the creek.

The town purchased the former Stan Beach property at Brock and Spruce
Street and will utilize it for a parking lot.

May 1968
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Brown purchased the old Scott Township Hall with plans

to move it to their property and convert it into an early Canadiana Museum.
Brock Street, from the corner of Toronto to Main Street is undergoing a

heavy reconstruction. Cement and fill removed is being dumped between
Homan’s and Bill Morgan’s garage.

Residents voice their concern about the removal of the footbridge between
Bascom Street and Centennial Park.

Rumours of a ‘satellite city, north-east of Toronto, surface as a number of
area farmers have sold their Uxbridge Township farms between the 2nd and
4th concessions.

The docks and shoreline of Elgin Pond were lined shoulder to shoulder

DAVID WHITNEY
Agent with Ron Noble

Insurance

JEAN NEWTON
Judges at Secondary

School for Queen

WM. (BILL) MORGAN
Owner of garage in
downtown Uxbridge
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with young and old fishermen on the opening day of trout season.
The sixth annual Old Bill’s Night, to honour veterans of the war of 1914-1918 was held. The night

is co-sponsored by Uxbridge and Port Perry Legions.
Uxbridge Township Councillor Clark Muirhead won the nomination as PC candidate at a packed

auditorium at Uxbridge Secondary School.
Joe Rate’s “Friendly Lunch” restaurant on Brock St. has been sold to Mr. Hank Kruitholf.
The Centennial Memorial Court at Uxbridge Secondary School was opened. A plaque was unveiled

in honour and memory of former student Doug St. John by teacher Ray T. Newton.
June 1968

Council initiates a new bylaw to prevent merchants from displaying their merchandise in such a
way that it blocks exits from parked cars.

Gord Cain is hired as a building inspector for the town of Uxbridge.
Reach Township School Area Board held a banquet to honour its staff. The township school boards

This aerial view of Uxbridge was taken in September 1968 by Times-Journal reporter Graham Lightfoot. The picture shows
Toronto Street leading to the downtown core. Recognizable building include the old post office just left of the new post office; the
Bank of Commerce building and the Library buildings. At bottom left of picture is the Presbyterian Church.
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will be dissolved as of January 1969.
Vandals strike again at Centennial Park, ripping out the flower beds

planted by the Uxbridge Horticultural Society.
More than 220 enroll for the swimming and safety classed to be held at

Elgin Pond this summer. There are 128 beginners, 57 juniors, 27
intermediates and eight seniors.

William (Bill) Low was elected president of the Ontario County TB and
Health Association.

The Uxbridge Legion Pipe Band, led by Drum Major John Gill, made its
debut at the Zephyr Sports Day on June 29, then travelled to Port Perry and
back to Uxbridge to provide music for the annual Drumhead Service.

July 1968
Council purchased the former Steward property on the west side of the

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce with plans for it to be made into a
parking lot, with a small green-belt facing Brock St. for benches.

A building permit is issued for a three-floor, 21-unit apartment building
on the south east corner of Mill and Toronto Streets.

Bell Canada announces that the village of Udora will have its own
telephone exchange by late next year, with toll-free calling to both Udora
and Uxbridge.

August 1968
Tenders are being called for an addition to Goodwood Public School, which

will double its present size.
Work got underway on the replacement of the bridge over the creek on

Main St. North by Ontario County work crews.
Local young hockey star Brian St. John has been drafted by the Boston

Bruins, although he is debating whether to sign.

The top four billiard players out of 32 competitors in the Al’s Billiard Hall tournament are seen here.
Wm. (Bill) Murray won the Centennial Pool Tournament Cup and Don Cain was runner-up in the senior
division. Barry Tipton and Brian Cain were winners in the junior division.

JOHN GILL
Drum Major for Legion

Pipe Band

BRIAN ST. JOHN
Drafted by Boston Bruins

of the NHL

BILL LOW
President Ontario County

TB Association



UXBRIDGE: THE GOOD OLD DAYS

163

Frank Scott, plant manager at Comco Metal Products since 1952, has
moved to Orangeville and has been replaced by Thomas Twine.

For the first time in the history of Uxbridge, portable classrooms will be
used at Uxbridge secondary and public schools.

September 1968
A total of 1,522 students enroll for classes in local schools. At high school,

enrollment is down from 728 to 718. The public school, under the direction of
principal Murray Copeland, is up 46, to a total of 696 students. The separate
school has a total enrollment of 108.

A new law begins which requires operators of motorcycles to wear
helmets.

Douglas Hall and Harry Shier who operated a TV and electrical business
on Brock St., have sold their building and will close shop.

Uxbridge Kinettes elect Barb Campbell president for the next year. Other
officers include, Rena Hudson, past president; Theresa Gouweleeau, first
vice-president; Ricky Keyzers, registrar; Ilene Geer, second vice; Joyce
Whitney, treasurer and Barb Noble, secretary.

It took auctioneer Lloyd Wilson more than seven hours to dispose of more
than 1,400 items for sale at the Forsythe Bros. sale at Quaker Hill.

The operators of the Inn Crowd have donated $2,175 to community
projects since the dances started just over two years ago.

The old Scott Town Hall, built in 1860, is moved to its new home on the
farm of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Brown.

October 1968
The finishing touches are taking place at the new post office, with boxes

now being installed.
Richard McEnany was elected as the new president of the Uxbridge

BARB NOBLE
Secretary of the Uxbridge

Kinette Club

LLOYD WILSON
Local auctioneer

MURRAY COPELAND
Principal of Uxbridge

Public School

Patricia Bailey and her students are seen here following a recital. Seated at the piano is Mrs.
Bailey. Standing are, from back left, Hugh Baird, Jeanette Stearman, Marie Gage, David Whitney,
Barbara Noble, Beverley Nolan and Laurel Andrews.
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Progressive Businessmen’s Association. Other officers include Terry Eng,
first vice president; Arnold Armstrong, treasurer and Roger Dault, secretary. 

Mrs. Garnet Gray was elected president of the Uxbridge Figure Skating
Club, succeeding Irene Andrews, who has held the position for six years.

Terry Eng renovates the South Sea Terrace to enlarge the dining
facilities. He has taken over the former York Cleaners building beside the
restaurant to use as a coffee shop.

November 1968
The Optimist Club of Uxbridge was officially organized on October 29.

The first officers of the club are, Lloyd Capstick, president; Alan McConney,
vice-president; Graham Lightfoot, secretary; Laurence Evans, treasurer;
Harold Mitchell, vice-president; Keith Davidson, bulletin editor; and
directors Bert Maxwell, Harry Taylor, Fred Kelland and Norm Uren.

Alan Gaddas has been hired as the latest police officer on the Town of
Uxbridge Police Department.

A proposed $30,000 expansion program will change the appearance of the
Red & White store and mill facilities at the Uxbridge Co-op.

Sid Hemmington of Leaskdale trapped a 34-pound beaver which had been
causing problems at the Electric Light Pond.

The entire council of the Town of Uxbridge was returned for a two year
term by acclamation.

The town has opened negotiations to purchase the old post office building
which is now vacant.

In February this team of curlers from the Uxbridge Fire Department won the Provincial Firemens Bonspiel in Ottawa. Team
members are, from left, Tim Brethour, vice skip; Harvey Acton, skip; Murray Taylor, second and Jay Merrick, lead.

LAURENCE EVANS
Treasurer of new Uxbridge

Optimist Club
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This section of Brock St. gets a fresh coat of ashphalt in 1968.  Stores in the background are
Eaton’s and Homan’s Department Store. The Texaco sign of Bill Morgan’s garage can be seen
behind the truck. At far left is the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce.

Memories were exchanged as the last school in Scott Township, S.S. No. 4, was sold in May
1968 by auction for $7,900. Desks sold for as little as $1 per skid. Blackboards brought $3 and a
piano for $52.

IRENE DAVIS

MARIE ANDREWS

MARJORIE DAVIE
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The buildings along
this section of Brock St.
were all torn down in
1971 and replaced with
a new block of stores.

The store to the
extreme left was the
premises of Len's Gift &
Variety, and next to it
was Burke Dyson's
Meat Market. 

At the far right is the
Terrace Coffee Bar, part
of South Sea Terrace
restaurant, which was
owned by Terry Eng.

A 1970 view of the stores along the south side of Brock St., Uxbridge. From left Canadian Tire, Davie Rexall Drug Store, and
Moore's new Pro Hardware. The vacant stores are the former Uxbridge Cleaners & Dyers, Len's Variety store, and Burke Dyson's
Meat Market, which were all torn down during 1971.

Block Of Old Buildings on Brock Street
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Mrs. T.C. Hewitt, speaking for the library board, told council that more
than $5,000 was needed to repair the roof and tower of the library.

December 1968
Alex Williamson was elected to sit on the new County Board of Education,

representing the Town of Uxbridge, Scott and Uxbridge Townships.
Norman Lyons defeated Allan Lockie to become the new deputy-reeve of

Scott Township. Reeve Robt. Timbers was re-elected by acclamation.
The United Co-op reopens its grocery store under the name of Super Save

market. General manager of the Co-op is William McKenzie and grocery
manager is Roger Dault.

Uxbridge Township council learns that plans have been completed for a
city of 150,000 people in the south-west corner of the township. The area is
located between Stouffville and Goodwood and is to be called Century City.

Members of the Uxbridge Baptist Church including Lawrence Evans,
Fred Wilson, Morley Feasby and Phil Fockler took joy in burning the church
mortgage.

Bill Ballinger was credited with saving the Music Hall after discovering a
light bulb hanging on a dry post in the basement had started a fire.

Ralph S. Elliott became the 1000th person to sign up and become a
member of the Uxbridge Credit Union.

Arnold G. Tipper, a former mayor of Uxbridge and long-time businessman
in the town, passed away.

BILL BALLINGER
Credited with saving the

Music Hall from fire

RALPH ELLIOTT
1000th member of

Uxbridge Credit Union

NORM LYONS
Elected Deputy-Reeve of

Scott Township

The Optimist Club of Uxbridge was officially chartered on January 18,
1969. The first president of the club was Lloyd Capstick, left, seen here
with vice-president Harold Mitchell.
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1960s Prom Queens
Throughout the 1960s the annual formal dance and picking of the

“Queen of the Ball” was a highlight of the Uxbridge High School year.
The auditorium was elaborately decorated each year in a new

theme by the students and during the evening the old gymnasium
was transferred into a wonderland for a night of dancing and
celebration.

Of course the highlight of the evening was always the
crowning of a new high school queen for the coming year.
On this page are just a few of the girls who were

honoured with the coveted title. From
top right, Carole Hodgkins (1967),

Sandra Walters (1961), Patricia
Harrison (1962) and at left Beverley

Hope (1968).
The picture at bottom left, shows

1965 Queen Lorraine Smith placing the
crown on Betty Anne Foote, with princesses
Bev. Hope and Charlotte Mercier at right,
and Betty Anne’s escort Sandy Williamson.
Other girls who wore the crown during the

decade were Karen Taylor (1960); Julia
Langille (1964) and Lesley Tribbeck,

1969.
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1969
January 1969

Mayor Fred Steward addressed council emphasizing council’s biggest
issue for the term will be dealing with the formation of a regional
government.

Mayor Fred Steward travelled to Ottawa with a delegation led by Whitby
Mayor Desmond Newman to learn facts about a new airport being planned
east of Toronto and south of Uxbridge.

Uxbridge Recreation Committee announces the swimming area at Elgin
Pond will probably be moved to the south end of the pond. Plans call for two
wharfs and a diving tower.

Mrs. H.E. Manktelow was elected president of the Women’s Hospital
Auxiliary.

Optimist Club President Lloyd Capstick, and vice-presidents Allan
McConney and Harold Mitchell, were presented a bell, dinner badges, gavel
and charter plaque at the club’s Charter Night.

Reach Township Reeve Edward (Sam) Oyler was elected Warden of
Ontario County.

Council passes a bylaw banning snowmobiles from using any sidewalk in
the town.

February 1969
Uxbridge Township council went on record as being unilaterally opposed

to a major new airport being built in the area of the township.
Renovations to the Uxbridge Township municipal offices are completed.

Clerk Elwood Foskett and assistant Walter Taylor have moved into the
building.

Dr. John McIntyre was a member of a panel discussing emergency
coverage in small community hospitals in Toronto.

Miss G. W. Hoad, received a special award from the Department of
Transport for her volunteer contributions to meteorology.

This small cedar frame building was the office of Cook's Real Estate Office in 1968 when
this picture was taken. It was located just south of the library on land formerly occupied by the
old Bell Tower, and is now occupied by Uxbridge Library addition.

ROBERT TIMBERS
Reeve of Scott Township

ED (SAM) OYLER
Reach Twp. Reeve elected

Ontario County Warden

WINNIFRED HOAD
Receives award for

volunteer work
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The town of Uxbridge along with
Scott and Uxbridge Townships will be
part of  a new regional municipality
proposed by Whitby Mayor Des
Newman.

Ontario County Council rejects
plans for a satellite city to be built in
Uxbridge Township.

Per (Pete) Hvidsten was elected
president of the Ontario Weekly
Newspaper Association. His wife Leila,
is editor of the Times-Journal.

March 1969
One of the worst fires in recent

history destroyed the premises of Burt
Moore’s Hardware on Brock St., and
threatened adjoining buildings. Three
fire departments, Uxbridge, Stouffville
and Port Perry, responded to the
alarm which caused an estimated
$125,000 in damage.

Plans to move the swimming area
at Elgin Pond were terminated, due to
the cost. The present area will be
expanded instead.

The Optimist Club is making a

This spectacular fire in Uxbridge in March 1969 completely destroyed the Moore Hardware building and threatened a number of
other buildings along Brock St. before it was brought under control. It was the worst fire in the downtown for many years.

This picture taken during the 1968 Christmas parade shows the Uxbridge
Post Office, Beach Farm Equipment, Beverley's Restaurant and a Shoe
Repair Shop before they were all demolished and replaced by new buildings.
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Boy’s Club room at the rear of Joe’s Sporting Goods on Main St., under the
direction of Const. Norm Uren.

Bell Telephone added 182 more phones during 1968, bringing the total in
Uxbridge to 2,429.

April 1969
Fire destroyed two homes during the week. A one-storey frame home

owned by Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Mooring, R.R.2 Uxbridge, and a two-storey
home owned by Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Davis on the 6th concession of Scott
Township.

Comco Electroplating Plant Manager Bert Webb announced that rumours
suggesting they were going to shut down and move to Windsor are not true.

A proposal made by Rogers Cable TV to bring its service to town, was
accepted in principle by council.

Officials of the Department of Lands and Forest stocked the Electric
Light Pond with 3,000 yearling speckled trout.

Liberal MP Norman Cafik cut the ribbon to officially open the new post
office on Saturday, April 19. The post office has actually been in operation
for about five months.

Lesley Tribbeck was chosen Queen of the Uxbridge Secondary School
Prom. Her princesses are Peggy Passmore and Marion Watson.

May 1969
Construction is about to get underway on Highway 47 from Goodwood to

Uxbridge.
Former Anglican Church Minister Rev. Ernie Hobson was guest speaker

at the Old Bill’s Night held at Uxbridge Legion Hall.
Roy Cordingley was elected president of the Uxbridge Minor Hockey

Association.
Mr. and Mrs. W.E. Bradbury have closed their bakery business after

operating it for 32 years, and have sold their building.
Fire protection is restored to the townships of Scott, Uxbridge and Reach

following a three-hour meeting. Uxbridge council is insisting on a $1,000
retainer fee each for the year.

More than 650 residents took part in a walk-a-thon to raise money for
recreation in Uxbridge.

ROY CORDINGLY
President of Uxbridge
Minor Hockey Assoc.

REV. ERNIE HOBSON
Anglican Church

Minister

The Uxbridge Music Hall, about
1970, has been the centre for
community events since the late
1800s, and continues to serve the
community to this day.
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June 1969
Work is underway at Elgin Pond on the redevelopment of the swimming

area. The pond has been lowered and the shoreline is being straightened.
The official opening of the Country Heritage Museum in Scott Township

was performed by V.N. Styrmo, a senior museum advisor. The museum is
owned by Ed and Dorothy Brown and located on their Beuna Vista farm on
the 6th Concession.

An estimated 250 Highland Dancers took part in the Eastern Canada
dance competitions during the first Highland Games in Uxbridge.

Miss Lois Linton was the guest of honour at a tea at the public school.
She is retiring after teaching for 39 years, the past 27 at the Uxbridge
school.

A choice steer was butchered by rustlers on the farm of Clare Bagshaw of
Brock Township.

July 1969
Comco Metal Products will install a waste treatment plant to remove

metal plating wastes before being discharged into the Uxbridge Creek.
Norman Rae retired after 40 years of teaching, the past 13 as principal of

the Zephyr Public School.
Edward Barnhardt and Lymon Nicholls were honoured by the library

board for their long and dedicated service to the board.
Cottage Hospital initiates a no-smoking rule in patient rooms. Smoking

will only be permitted, with the doctor’s permission, in the solarium.
The 200 ft. mast for Rogers Cable TV that will service Uxbridge and

Stouffville is nearing completion near Mussleman’s Lake.
Council learns that the application by Rogers Cable TV to service the

town of Uxbridge was turned down by the CRTC.
The parkette between Homan’s and Morgan’s garage has been completed

with sod and with a white gravel pathway.
The new apartment building at the corner of Albert and Spruce Street is

nearing completion. It is part of more than three-quarters of a million
dollars worth of building underway this year in the town.

August 1969
The Inn Crowd dance, held almost every Saturday night for the past four

years was closed down by orders of Uxbridge council, due to complaints of
noise, offensive language and misbehaviour.

A new brick building on Toronto St. has been completed and will become
the real estate office of Peter Walley Ltd.

Revenue Properties Co. Ltd. launch a newspaper campaign called
“Century City News” in the local newspapers, informing the public about the
large new development proposed for Uxbridge Township.

Dr. and Mrs. W.J. Stonehouse, visited Uxbridge before leaving for new
appointments as missionaries in Egypt and Rhodesia.

Local teens and council come to an amicable settlement regarding
problems rising from the Inn Crowd dances.

Dr. John McIntyre resigns as chairman of the Uxbridge Planning Board,
citing wasted time and effort attracting industry as one reason.

Mr. A.C. ‘Cy” Richardson is appointed manager for Ontario Hydro’s
Markham area.

September 1969
John W. Darby resigned from Uxbridge Council stating that he refused to

work with a council that is not progressive.
Mayor Fred Steward cut a ribbon to open the new Moore Pro Hardware

JIM CAMPBELL
President of the Uxbridge

Kinsmen Club

AL COCHRANE
Proposes new block of

stores on Brock St.

A.C. ‘CY’ RICHARDSON
Appointed Ontario Hydro

manager in Markham



UXBRIDGE: THE GOOD OLD DAYS

173

Uxbridge Post Office
The post office has almost always been located high on

the hill overlooking Uxbridge, but the structure
shown here was not built until 1911, following a

cornerstone laying by Lieut. Col. Sam Sharpe, M.P.
It took more than three years to complete

building and didn’t officially open until 1914.
As the town increased in size, the demands on

the post office increased until an additional 100
boxes were added in 1953.

In February 1966, the Department of Public
Works announced it would build a new
post office in the town and accepted a
tender for $69,740 to build a new, one-

storey 1,050 sq. ft. building just
east of the old building. The
new post office was officially
opened on Sat., April 19,

1969, although it had been
open and operating for a

number of months.
The town purchased the old

post office from the
government for $17,000 later
that year, but decided to sell it
along with two other
municipal properties in 1970.

Members of the local business
community were upset with the

decision, but despite their appeals the
property was sold in August that year at an undisclosed price.

In March 1971, work began on demolishing the familiar landmark
to make room for a new block of stores.

Pictured here is the post office as it looked prior to and during
demolition, and at bottom right, the opening of the new post office. In

upper right is Lyman Nicholls, postmaster for 35
years, starting in 1929.

Lyman 
Nicholls



store on Brock St. Popular owners Bert and Leona Moore greeted people as they entered the large,
bright store.

Al Cochrane, owner of the former cleaners building, west of Moore’s Hardware, has plans to
demolish the building and construct a new building in its place.

Uxbridge council purchases the old post office for $17,000, and have received $8,700 back from the
Crown Disposal Department from assessment not paid while it was empty.

The population of Uxbridge has reached 2,872, the highest in the history of the town.
October 1969

Gravel pits and the ravages caused by strip mining in Uxbridge Township was aired on prime-
time CBC TV.

Mr. A.H. Cooper was appointed to Uxbridge council, replacing Donald Darby who resigned last
month.

Jim Campbell was elected president of the Kinsmen Club for the next year. Bill Keyzers is past-
president and Lorne 170, , 1st vice president.

Almost 5,000 people attended the Kinsmen Home Show held at the local arena. Proceeds will be
used for the arena extension.

The 1969-70 Optimist Club executive are: D. Cowieson, president; Lloyd Capstick, past president;
Ralph Strutt, secretary-treasurer and directors Joe Beenan, Harry Taylor, Norm Uren and Harold
Mitchell.

Local artist John Richmond presented a book “Around Toronto” to the Uxbridge library. Mr.
Richmond provided the illustrations for the book.

Uxbridge council encouraged a Youth Council be formed and appointed Al Cooper, Ray Newton and
Robert Burroughs to organize the group.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Ruttan opened The Fabric Shoppe on Brock Street.
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The Kinette Club of Uxbridge executive was elected in September 1968. From left, Barb Noble, secretary; Linda Forsyth, director,
Ricky Keyzers, registrar, Rena Hudson, past president, Barb Campbell, president; Theresa Gouweleeuw, first vice-president. Ilene
Geer, second vice-president and Joyce Alcock, treasurer.



November 1969
Theresa Gouweleeuw was elected president of the Kinette Club for the next year. There are

presently 17 members in the club.
Uxbridge Township council learn architects and consultants have completed a site plan for the

first neighbourhood of 5,000 people in the new Century City.
Reeve Sam Oyler was re-elected in Reach Township and will begin his eighth year as reeve.
During a public meeting at the secondary school, Dr. T.E. Lennox and Police Chief James Kaye

revealed there was a drug problem in town, with many users between 12 and 15 years of age.
A group of enthusiastic Goodwood area snowmobilers have organized a club and call themselves

the Goodwood Snow Flyers.
December 1969

Robert L. Nesbitt was elected reeve of Uxbridge Township. Only about 30 per cent of voters turned
out to the polls.

About 300 people packed the Music Hall for the second annual Women’s Hospital Auxiliary gala
and danced to the music of Billy Williamson’s Orchestra.

Uxbridge Fire Department elected Harvey Acton as fire chief. Ross Rodman is deputy chief and
Norm James first captain.

Robert Kelland was elected mayor of the first-ever Youth Council for Uxbridge. Members of his
council include Heather Riddell, reeve; Glen Forsythe, deputy-reeve; Judy Esmond, Wallace Lennox,
Randy Low and Wendy Burroughes as councillors.

Robbie and Tina Ruhl, students at Epsom Public School are featured in a CBC educational
program.
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This aerial picture of downtown Uxbridge was taken in 1968 and shows the south side of Brock St. and the Main St. intersection
at left, with Williamson’s garage at the corner and the Music Hall near top of photo. The fire hall directly is behind the Music Hall.
Along Bascom St. near the right side of photo is the Department of Agriculture and Times-Journal building.
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The Uxbridge
Creamery

This building was known as the
Uxbridge Creamery for most

residents living in Uxbridge during
this period of time, although when it

was originally constructed about 1886 it was for an entirely
different purpose.

Joseph Gould and his son Isaac constructed the large wood
building on Mill St, near the intersection of Toronto St., as a
Woolen Mill and installed large water turbines to draw power

from the creek which ran out of the Electric Light Pond.
The Goulds operated a successful business for
many years, buying and spinning wool, then

selling it to their customers.
Just when the Gould family gave up

this business is unclear, but it’s believed
that sometime around the 1920s the mill
was converted into a creamery. 

In 1928, Roy Goode sold the creamery
to Messrs. Missner and Fletcher, and 10
years later they sold the business and mill
to John and Harold Smith.

Members of the Smith family, including
Mel Smith, operated the creamery for many
years before closing the business.

In November 1972 the aging building
was torn down, although the chimney stood

as a beacon for a number of years, before it was
demolished.

Creamery, circa 1880
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The slue and waterfall at the south end of Elgin Pond where the water drops from the pond into the Uxbridge Creek, then flows
north towards the centre of town. Picture was taken about 1969.

The old military cannon
that sat near the docks and
swimming area at Elgin
Pond was a favourite spot
for youngsters to lounge
while drying off on hot
summer days during the
1950s and 1960s.

Elgin Pond Waterfall
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These aerial pictures
show two unique views of
Uxbridge in 1968. 

Upper photo shows the
central part of downtown
with Centennial Park in the
upper right back-ground.
Also in this picture,
Moore’s Hardware store as
it looked before the fire.

Photo at left shows the
Uxbridge Co-op and
building along the railway
line including Stiver
Brothers. Upper left is the
steeple of the Anglican
Church.

Aerial Views of the Town of Uxbridge
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1947-51 Robert J. Harris
1952-53 John M. Low
1954-55 Dr. Donald G. Davis
1956-57 Dr. Carl Puterbough
1958-59 William S. Hockberg
1960 Arnold G. Tipper
1961 Fred Kelland
1962 Stanley Beach
1963-64 Nellie Kidd
1965-66 W. Ernest Bradbury
1967-70 C. Fred Steward
1971-73 T. Ray Newton
1974-76 Dr. Carl Puterbough
1977-78 Gord Davie
1979-80 Gary Herrema
1981-84 William Ballinger
1985-2003 Gerri Lynn O’Connor

UXBRIDGE MAYORS
1950 - 2003

NELLIE
KIDD

FRED
KELLAND

DR. DONALD 
D. DAVIS

RAY T.
NEWTON

ARNOLD G.
TIPPER

DR. CARL
PUTERBOUGH

GORDON
DAVIE

STANLEY
BEACH

WILLIAM S.
HOCHBERG

GARY
HERREMA

GERRI LYNN
O’CONNOR

ERNEST
BRADBURY

WILLIAM
BALLINGER

FRED
STEWARD

JOHN M. 
LOW

ROBERT J.
HARRIS




