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Nutrition and Children
Your Checklist for Health Mouths
A good nutrition program for your child includes:
· choosing foods from all four food groups
· cheese, yogurt and milk, which all contain calcium, a mineral that 
strengthens teeth and can help prevent cavities

· smart snacking between meals
· drinking milk, water or pure fruit juices instead of so-called “sport” or 
carbonated drinks

·  a visit to your dentist every six months

Reduce Your Child’s Sugar Intake
Here are a few tips to cut down on sugar:
· make unsweetened, unflavoured milk or water 

your first choices
· try fresh or unsweetened canned fruits 
and vegetables; whole grain crackers and 
breads

· limit carbonated drinks and sweetened 
fruit juices, as they contain sugar

· choose fruit for dessert
· save sweets for mealtimes, when they are 
less likely to harm your child’s teeth and 
when saliva flow is greater
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Cover Picture
 With the local United Way set 
to kick-off this year’s cam-
paign, we thought we’d share 
some of the fun that took place 
last year. Here we see Kenna 
Kozak in a dead-heat with 
Richard Gauder as they near 

-
es”. Don’t miss this fun event 
taking place on September 15. 
More information on page 30.
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox The pros and cons of our new park

 The number one “pro” of course is the excellent de-
sign of interlocking brick, new boardwalks and unusual, 
interesting and beautiful floral gardens. The architects 
and construction crews are to be commended on this 
outstanding work of art. 
 The most important “con” is the need to sidestep 
those ugly goose droppings on all walkways.  
 Another “con” is the lack of shaded seating for our 
senior citizens and parents with babies or small children. 
Most new benches are in the full sun and there is little 
seating for passengers awaiting our popular tour boat. 
 Also, there seems to be little progress with respect to 
the drainage of the standing water between the gazebo 
and the waterfront walkway - and there should be an 
interlocking or boardwalk connection from the new 
walkway to the south pathway to Curts Street.  

Claire McIntosh
Port Perry

Editor’s Note: We understand the drainage problem has been 
addressed and will be fixed up later this fall.

Readers greatly appreciate articles 
Dear Editor:
 On a recent trip through parts of the northeastern 
USA, I could not believe the number of bicycle lanes 
that we saw along the side of many of the highways and 
streets and the large number of cyclists taking advan-
tage of them.
 Since returning to our Scugog Island home, I have 
been thinking it would be unfortunate that while con-
struction is underway that a bike path/lane couldn’t be 
incorporated into the plan so residents of the “Island” 
could ride into town.
 I would also like to see the bike path along the inside 
portion of the casueway leading into the town.
 We have a car route... a new bus route... so how 
about a walking/biking trail for the citizens of Scugog 
Island?

Mike Steele
Scugog Island

Editor’s Note:  We travelled sections of northern New York 
and Vermont recently and noticed the same bike friendly lanes 
along side of highways... what a great idea! 

Article produced positive comments
Dear Editor,
  I just wanted to write a note of thanks to Jonathan 
van Bilsen for the professional approach to the interview 
and resulting article in your publication. 
 I have received extremely positive comments about 
the “Dan The Poster Man” article and in fact, it has re-
sulted in a number of inquiries from prospective clients. 
 I have also connected with the owners of the Super 
Video Store on 7A and have loaned them several original 
vintage movie posters for display throughout the store. (I 
encourage people to drop by the store and check out the 
display. It looks fantastic)
  In closing, I want to commend the team at Focus on 
Scugog for producing such an excellent publication that is 
clearly growing in reach throughout Durham Region.

Sincerely,
Dan Miles

Dan The Poster Man

With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1917.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

“Scugog’s locally owned and operated
General Insurance Broker”

Paula R. McMurtry
BARRISTER &  SOLICITOR

NOW OPEN IN PORT PERRY
Practising in Durham Region Since 2002

Family Law
General Civil Litigation

174 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-982-2650 • www.mcmurtrylaw.ca
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Changing

 We’re not sure what happened with the Pita Pit last 
month, but when the first of August arrived the owners 
had still not opened its doors. Rest assured, it is open 
now, so if you arrived before it opened, our apologies.
 The sign for Citi Financial has been removed from the 
front of their office at 183 Perry St. The financial company, 
which had been located beside the municipal office for 
the past three or four years, have moved out.
 There are a lot of people waiting anxiously for the 
new Port Perry Thai restaurant to open in the former Thai’s 
Asian Bowl location. The restaurant appears to be almost 
ready to open at their 14500 Simcoe Street address, in the 
McDonald’s Plaza, but to date there is no indication when 
this might happen.
 One new business we overlooked last month is the 
Scugog Studio of Performing Arts which opened in the Old 
Simcoe Plaza at 15930 Old Simcoe Rd. in August. The 
studio is being operated by John H. Foote and Jennifer 
Barton offering both dance and theatrical instruction.
 The Port Perry Hospital Auxiliary will be opening 
Camille’s Closet Nearly New Shop at 115 Perry St., effective 
September 1st. The store will be selling good slightly used 
clothing and small household appliances. Proceeds from 
this venture go towards hospital projects, so give it your 
support.
 Just a little north of town in the village of Seagrave, 
Walk The Dog Health & Fitness has opened for business. 
Kim McCann, who is a registered nurse, is beginning to 
offer personal training with a common sense approach for 
both private and group sessions.

September 18 & 19, 2010
Sat: 10 am–5 pm  •  Sun: Noon–5 pm

971 High Point Rd., Port Perry
(West at Scugog Line 2, follow the signs)

905-985-9924  •  www.ocalawinery.com

View the 2010 vintage 
fruits of the orchard and 
the vineyard before they 
are picked by guided 

wagon tour. Learn how to 
determine when the fruit is 
ready to pick...  and more.

A brief winery tour and 
wine tasting are included. 
(Non-alcoholic juice sampling 
for the children, wine tasting 

is open to those persons 
19 years of age or older.) 

NO CHARGE

FALL 2010
OCALA family event.
An

Ocala WineryOcala Winery

CELEBRATING 15  YEARS

168-178 Queen St.,
Port Perry

905-985-2521
www.brocks.ca

Available at:

lifestyle clothing 
for travel, work, home, 
yoga & you

designed in Canada
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H.A. Bruce commemorated
at an impressive ceremony

 The Honourable David C. Onley, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, unveiled this attractive 
 historical plaque to honour one of Port Perry’s native sons, Herbert Alexander Bruce.

 An enthusiastic crowd gathered under a large tent last month to witness the unveiling of 
a provincial plaque to commemorate Port Perry’s, Dr. Herbert A. Bruce Community Park.

 Dr. Herbert Bruce has finally 
been given due recognition in Scu-
gog. On Thursday August 19, with 
well over 100 in attendance, a plaque 
dedicated to Dr. Bruce was unveiled 
by Lieutenant-Governor The Hon-
ourable David C. Onley.  Led by an 
initiative of the Lake Scugog Histori-
cal Society, the venture was support-
ed by the Township of Scugog and 
the Ontario Heritage Trust. 
       The ceremony included speeches 

by several dignitaries 
including the former 

Lieutenant Governor 

Lincoln Alexander and the present 
Lieutenant Governor.  All commented 
on the significance of the life and ac-
complishments of Dr. Bruce. 
 “Sandy” Bruce, Dr. Bruce’s grand-
son, spoke on behalf of the Bruce fam-
ily and welcomed more than 20 Bruce 
descendants in attendance from as far 
away as Calgary. 
 The keynote address was given by 
Dr. Charles Godfrey, a practicing doctor 
who knew Dr. Bruce. Dr Godfrey has 
also written a biography. He comment-
ed on Dr. Bruce’s accomplishments 
which were outlined in last month’s 
issue of Focus on Scugog. 
 The speakers all praised the Heri-
tage Trust, the Township of Scugog and 
the Lake Scugog Historical Society for 
the worthiness of the project.
 The Port Perry High School Cadets 
gave dignity to the occasion and their 
pipe band, now wearing the Bruce 
tartan, stirred the entire crowd. 
 The plaque stands in the appropri-
ately re-named Dr. Herbert A. Bruce 
Community Park just south of McDon-
alds. The park is located at the northern 
end of what was the Bruce farm, from 
1873 to 1898. From here the young 
Herbert Bruce made his way across the 
fields to Port Perry High School and 
graduated from there in 1884. 
 Now everyone who passes by can 
be reminded of this great man. 

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

 Paul Arculus, right, visits with his good 
friend and the cermony’s keynote speaker,  
Dr. Charles Godfrey.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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 Former Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, Lincoln Alexander, 
-

leagues and delighted those attending with his wit and humour.

DANA’S GOLDSMITHING takes 
great pride in announcing being 
one of the first selected Authorized 
Retailers to carry Victor Diamonds.

The Victor Mine is operated by 
De Beers Canada and is Ontario’s 
first diamond mine having one of 
the highest average grade of rough 
diamonds in the world

The concept of buying local is of 
growing importance in the world 
and the Victor Diamond allows the 
consumer to purchase exquisite 
diamonds whose pedigree can be 
detailed from the square kilometer 
of its birth through the polishing 
process to the final jewellery piece 
itself.

This direct access to diamonds 
of great rarity provides Dana’s 
the opportunity to celebrate the 
success of Ontario’s first diamond 
mine and the development of the 
secondary industry in the province.

Each Victor diamond is 
accompanied with a Certificate of 
Origin provided by the 
Government of Ontario and a 
grading document from either the 
Gemological Institute of America 
(GIA) or the AGS Laboratories. 
These offer the consumer the 
highest level of assurance of both 
the quality of the diamond and the 
guarantee of its origin.

VICTOR MINE OVERVIEW

The Victor Mine is an open-pit 
mine and is one of 18 kimberlite 
pipes discovered on the property, 
16 which are diamondiferous.

Construction of the Victor 
Mine began in February 2006 
after receiving all necessary 
approvals from provincial and 
federal governments.

Approximately $1 billion was 
spent on construction of the mine, 
with approximately C$167 million 
spent with Aboriginal businesses or 
joint venture partners.

It is also estimated that De 
Beers will contribute C$6.7 billion 
cumulative GDP impact for all of 
Ontario during the life of the Victor 
Mine.

The Victor Mine reached 
commercial production in 2008 
(six months ahead of schedule) 
and the official mine opening took 
place in July 2008.

905-985-2953
186 Queen St. Port Perry

www.danasgoldsmithing.com

905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry

CHIROPRACTORS
Dr. Dwayne Hooper

BSc, DC
Dr. Sabrina Hooper

BA, BEd, DC



Crystal Andrus 
strives to help 

women feel 
empowered, 

fit and healthy
 When picturing a yoga retreat – an 
escape for the body, mind and soul 
– Greenbank, Ontario, is probably not 
the first place that comes to mind. But 
for Crystal Andrus, and the dozens of 
women who travel from all over the 

world to participate in her monthly 
retreats, this tiny community is not 

only a “hidden treasure” perfect 
for rejuvenation and heal-

ing, but it is the stomping 
grounds of a powerful 

female movement.  

Photo by Jonathan van Bilsen
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imply stepping into Crystal’s beautifully restored 
farmhouse is enough to feel a sense of inner peace 
and tranquility. Her living room is adorned with 

white couches and glowing candles and smells of 
fresh lavender and chamomile. 
 That same feeling of ease and serenity is further mani-
fested in Crystal herself, when she graciously enters the 
room and greets you as if you are an old friend. Watch-
ing her eyes light up as she speaks about her passion for 
helping women find their inner strength, confidence and 
zest for life, it is clear that Crystal is fulfilling her true inner 
calling - to transform and empower women. 
 Crystal’s wellness empire has resonated with women, 
and men, all across the globe. 
 Her best-selling books, Simply...Woman! (a 12-week 
program that promises to transform the mind, body and 
soul); Transcendent Beauty, (which delves into the power of 
meditation, prayer and spirituality and her latest release), 
Simply...Empowered!, (a guide to discovering how to “create 
and sustain success in every area of your life,” have cata-
pulted Crystal to new levels of fame and admiration. 
 Aside from her books, 
Crystal makes regular 
appearances as the nutri-
tion and life coach on the 
international hit TV show 
X-Weighted. 
 Her knack for motiva-
tional speaking has put her 
in the company of popular 
self-help gurus. She has 
shared the stage with Dr. 
Phil, Barbara Walters, Louise Hayer and Dr. Wayne Dyer to 
name a few.
 She has since become the CEO and founder of her own 
company, Crystal Andrus Productions, which produces 
a variety of health and fitness products. And, she has 
founded a project that is truly dear to her heart: The SWAT 
Institute (Simply Woman Accredited Trainer). 
 SWAT is a school that trains “coaches” according to 
Crystal’s unique wellness philosophies to conduct long-dis-
tance virtual conferences. With the help of Skype, Crystal 
and her integrative “Dream Team” of coaches (all experts 
in different fields) are able to reach out and spread their 
empowering messages to women all over the world.  
 Her latest endeavour, The Simply...Woman Workout 

Club, has Crystal back doing what she loves: working with 
women to help them feel empowered, fit and healthy. 
 In her private fitness facility in Greenbank she offers 
the Simply...Woman! Workout - a distinct class that combines 
ashtanga and vinysa yoga with weight-training, pilates and 
meditation and takes place on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings. 
 Depending on the day, the class brings together about 
15-20 women of all different ages and fitness levels. Crystal 
starts the class by welcoming everyone and delivering a 
little ‘pep’ talk before easing into a gentle flow of yoga 
postures. 
 The class often picks up the intensity with some 
strength-training and Pilates-inspired moves (women can 
choose between 5 and 10 pound dumbbells depending on 
their preference) and ends with a calming and restoring 
meditation session led by Crystal, herself. 
 Her running/jogging/walking group meets every Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday mornings and is free of charge. 
Crystal encourages everyone to come out and insists her 
programs are for all levels, shapes and sizes. 
 “It’s all about honouring yourself,” she says, “and exer-
cise is a way to honour yourself and love your body.”
 Honouring herself and recognizing her own potential 
didn’t always come easy to Crystal. Coming from a past 
of sexual abuse and having suffered from the emotional 
burden of being raised by a feminist mother who, due to 
her own painful experiences with abuse, “hated all men,” 
Crystal dealt with her own fair share of self-loathing.
 Desperate to prove she was worthy of love and accept-
ance, Crystal says she “did everything to be beautiful.” 
Through a strict diet and exercise regime, she focused her 
efforts on fitness competitions, teaching aerobics and mod-
elling for fitness magazines like Galaxy. 
 However, the intense focus on her image and the pres-
sure placed on perfecting her body left Crystal craving a 
different type of lifestyle – one that she felt would lead to 

Her knack for motivational speaking has 
put her in the company of popular self-help 
gurus... sharing the stage with Dr. Phil, Barbara 
Walters, Louise Hayer and Dr. Wayne Dyer.

“It’s all about  
honouring yourself. 
Exercise is a way to 
honour yourself and 
love your body.”

... Crystal Andrus

Please turn to page 8
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Mari-Ann Britt, DD

DENTURE CLINIC
Your Smile Makeover Specialist

Get Your14500 Simcoe St., Unit 2  (McDonald’s Plaza)
Port Perry
Fax: 905-982-2088

• Private Waiting Room
• Same Day Repairs & Relines

• Teeth Whitening
• Mouth Guards

• Implant Retained Dentures 
• Full/Partial Dentures
• Permantly Retained Dentures

905-982-2087
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more joy, contentment and love. 
 In her mind, this meant kids, a husband and the white-
picket fence that came along with it. And with this intense 
desire for a new kind of life, came the same desire for per-
fection – though this time Crystal says she sought perfec-
tion in her ability to mother rather than in her appearance. 
 “I wanted to be the mother my mother never was,” she 
explains. “I wanted to be supermom.” 
 Evidently, just as Crystal felt like she was riding an 
emotional roller coaster in her 20’s, she felt the same highs 
and lows with motherhood. 
 “I gave up everything,” she says, “And I lost myself 
when I had my kids.” Burdened with the weight of 80 extra 
pounds and an unhappy marriage, Crystal says she had an 
epiphany and realized she needed to honour herself and 
reclaim her happiness and her identity apart from her role 
as a mother and wife.  
 After leaving her marriage and turning to meditation, 
prayer, exercise and writing for self-therapy, Crystal slowly 
began to discover that she – and only she – had the power 
to determine her happiness, her success and her own vali-
dation in life. 
 “Sometimes tragedy is the greatest blessing,” says 
Crystal as she refers to the darker period in her life.    
“You have to know who you are without your achieve-
ments,” she explains, “so that without them you still like 
who you are.” She adds, “We all have to push ourselves to 
the edge even if we are afraid. We need to find our tipping 
point. If you’re not willing to fall, you don’t know what 

your edge is. Take on more. Push the envelope. Thriving is 
incredible.”
 Now settled in Greenbank with her daughters, a new 
marriage and a fulfilling career, Crystal finally feels she has 
become the woman she was always destined to be. But it 
did not come without a lot of soul-searching. 
 “You need to have the courage to seek out what you 
need,” explains Crystal, referring to her decision to step 
back and re-discover who she truly was and what she 
wanted out of life. “Once you do seek out what you need, 
you’ll be able to align yourself with who you really are.” 
 And this focus on “aligning oneself” is what Crystal’s 
wellness philosophy is all about: understanding that we all 
have “the right” - the right to accomplish things and the 
right to love ourselves. 
 Nutrition, exercise, financial stability, relationships and 
spirituality are merely the tools that allow us to honour 
ourselves and get to that point of feeling empowered. 
 Empowerment, Crystal explains, is a concept that 
women struggle with and it is the very reason she feels 
most compelled to work with women. She believes that the 
problem lies in the natural tendency for women to nurture 
and care for others before themselves. 
 “Women have always been told: your job is to please 
your man. That made you a good woman. Women were 
taught to be lovely and gracious...but it’s not working,” 
Crystal says with a look of sternness. 
 “Women are waking up angry! And it’s not until we 
take that anger and turn it into courage and give ourselves 
permission to be ourselves that we can feel empowered.”
 Bottom line, Crystal says, “Women are still more dis-
empowered than men.”  
 Less than 100 years ago women were not even allowed 
to own property, she points out. And less than 40 years ago 
some women were not entitled to vote. 
 “It’s crazy!” Crystal says in amazement, before adding, 
it’s no wonder women struggle to find their own self-
worth. 
 But Crystal insists she is no “man-hater,” she simply 
recognizes the positive qualities in men that women also 
have “the right” to possess. “Men don’t ask for permission 
to feel empowered,” she adds. “They just do.” 
 Empowerment is the key to success and happiness, she 
says, and it is a right we all deserve.  
 Whenever Crystal needs a dose of strong female inspi-
ration she looks to her house and the history it harbours. 
After all, her 150-year-old Greenbank farm was home to 
Margaret Hunter, the first woman in Canada to go to the 
Attorney General and ask that her husband be removed 
from her property. 
 Coincidence? Perhaps, but Crystal feels she was 
destined to be at this house and to start a new era of the 
women’s movement. 
 “Sometimes I say to myself, that Margaret Hunter is 
looking over us, she’s watching,” Crystal says with a smile. 
And as women from all different walks of life gather in the 
Greenbank farmhouse to retreat, it’s safe to say Margaret 
Hunter would be proud.    

Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog 

Continued from page 7
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 This year’s Port Perry Town & Country House Tours 
promises to provide an exhilarating experience for patrons 
who tour the seven brilliant area homes.
 Among the houses featured this year are an inviting 
large yellow brick home that was built about 1874 by Wil-
liam Tate and later owned by Joel Aldred who built on a 
large addition to the west side. A beautiful solarium was 

added on the south side when owned by the Hammetts.
 Another home, located on the shores of Lake Scugog, 
is surrounded by lush gardens and landscaping offering 
scenic views of the lake.
 Newer, but no less impressive, is a beautiful brick and 
stone waterfront home featuring an open concept and 
panoramic views of Lake Scugog. 
 The Port Perry Town & Country House Tour, founded 
in 2009 by Port Perry United Church Community Out-
reach, is a charitable event with all proceeds supporting 
three very important local organizations -- Durham Youth 
Housing and Support Services, Community Care Durham 
and YWCA Durham’s Second Stage Housing for Women. 
The 2nd annual event is planned for Saturday, September 
25 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 In 2009, the inaugural House Tour was a great success 
raising $7,200 for charity and welcoming over 325 enthusi-
astic house tour patrons! This year we hope to expand the 
number of visitors and raise over $10,000 for our charities!
 All of these beautiful homes and properties have 
been graciously donated for the tour.  Each demonstrates 
the varied and interesting architecture found within and 
around our community.  Four of the venues were built in 
the 19th century. This beautiful home is nestled in a cottage-like setting of 10 acres of 

partially forested property with perfectly manicured lawns and gardens.

Town & Country Home Tour 

Please turn to page 10

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

15987 Simcoe St., Port Perry • 905-985-3312 • www.portperryvilla.ca

Drop in for a 
tour and ask about 
our complimentary 

trial stay.
Respite & guest 
suites available. 

WALK-IN TOURS WELCOME!

Scugog’s long-time neighbourhood friend 
and retirement community.

FISH & CHIPS
FRIDAYS!

Served at 12pm every Friday 
Seniors $2.99* 

Call to reserve your spot. 
 Seating is limited.

*Includes coffee/Tea, 
Dessert and tax. 

     

FARMER’S 
MARKET

Every Friday
10am - 2pm

Farm fresh corn,
vegetables, 

home baked goodies,
and jewellery.
New Vendors 

Welcome!

EUCHRE TOURNAMENT 
September 8th,  1:30 - 4pm
BRIDGE TOURNAMENT 

September 15th,  1:30 - 4pm
• PRIZES

• REFRESHMENTS • FUN
Call to reserve your spot.

RSVP to Debbie or 
Jennifer at 905.985.3312
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 The House Tour organizing committee 
has been working since February to prepare 
for this event. The committee has assembled a 
large project team consisting of over 100 ener-
getic volunteers -- local community residents 
who are offering their time, expertise, and 
resources to help make this event a success.  
 Tickets are $20 each and can be purchased 
through Port Perry United Church (294 Queen 
Street, Port Perry,  or by call 905-985-2801.  

Continued from page 9

Each ticket includes a stop at the church where the House Tour Café 
will be serving light refreshments throughout the day.  
 Organizers were pleased with the tremendous feedback from last 
year and based upon this year’s line-up of homes, the second annual 
tour should be even better!  
 You will be assured of a wonderful day full of amazing architec-
ture, lovely gardens, and inspiring decorating.  If that isn’t enough, 
your participation will also make a positive impact on at-risk youth, 
women, and the elderly within our community.
 For more information on the House Tour, call the church office 
(905.985.2801) or visit www.portperryhousetour.ca.

Have you ever 
wanted that beautiful 
model smile?
$$$ a concern?

Here is your 
chance to 
have your 
dream smile.

Call today for 
details:  

905-985-8459

WIN A ENTER
TODAY 
to win.

462 Paxton St., Port Perry
Located across from the hospital 

in the Medical Associates building.

905-985-8459
Serving Port Perry for more than 30 years
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 With Thanksgiving quickly approaching, the Port Perry 
Business Improvement Area (BIA) is planning a “Celebra-
tion of the Harvest” for Sunday, September 26.
  Local BIA merchants will hold a “Tent Sale” along 
Queen Street from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with ideas and merchan-
dise for your fall celebrations.  
  There will also be a Food Fair on the street with products 
from both local growers and garden stores, where you can 
Buy Fresh & Buy Local.
 There will be entertainment and kid’s activities all day 
long along Queen Street sponsored by the YMCA.  
  Back this year by popular demand, the BIA’s third an-
nual Silent Auction for a ‘Fall Centre Piece’. The creation 
will be on display on Queen street in front of the post office.
  After the success of last year’s popular “Chili Cook-Off” 
the BIA will once again host a hometown “Chili Cook-Off” 
with more than nine of our top commercial kitchens going 
head-to-head in a “heated” friendly competition for the 
“Best Chili in Port! “  
 Stop by, get your second annual chili mug, sample some 
chili and place your vote for the “People’s Choice” award 
for the number one taste in town! There will also be another 
category added to this year’s competition called the “Judges 
Choice”!   
  A new addition this year will be the ‘hands-free’ Pie 
Eating Contest sponsored by M&M Meats.  This competition 
will challenge who can eat a whole pie in the least amount 
of time. Be sure to register on-line or in person at the BIA 
office if you think you have what it takes. 
  A Juried Fine Art and Craft Exhibition/Port Perry’s 
Boardwalk Art Fair, will be held in conjunction with the 
BIA’s Harvest Celebration and Chili Cook-Off. 
 Come and enjoy an exciting and fun day in downtown 
Port Perry!
 Visit www.discoverportperry.ca for more information, or 
drop by 181 Perry Street, Unit G-3, Port Perry, or you can 
email the BIA at info@discoverportperry.ca .

BIA invites Scugog to
help them celebrate
a season of harvest

    Neil Crone was just one of the hundreds of people who came out 
to take part in all the fun of Harvest Day last year. Here Neil give his  
“Thumbs Up” to one of the entries in the popular Chili Cook-Off.

L A N D S C A P E  S E R V I C E

Quality
Sells Itself!

SINCE     1996

DESIGN, INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS
• Interlocking Brick • Natural Stone
• Flagstone • Sodding & Planting
• Retaining Walls • Tree Removal
• Steps • Decks/Fences

905-259-5047
FREE ESTIMATES



There are GARDENS - and then there are...

GARDENS

Louise and Chuck proudly display their vast gardens.
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 Mother Nature is kind enough 
to bless a select few with a green 
thumb and Louise St. Germain is 
one of the lucky ones. 
 It appears that whatever she 
touches turns to gold – or perhaps 
I should say green – as is beauti-
fully showcased in her three-time 
award-winning tropical garden on 
Honey’s Beach Road. 
 “Welcome to the jungle!” Louise 
shouts excitedly as she leads the 
way through her garden oasis, 
studded with rows of vibrant 
flowers, exotic plants, sky-reaching 
trees and magnificent statues of 
mermaids, dolphins and birds. 
 Her garden, which she estimates 
to be 80 per cent perennials and 20 
per cent annuals (newly planted 
seeds) also contains an eclectic mix 
of bulbs, cacti, shrubs, trees and 
grapevines and has been a work in 
progress for the past eight years. 
 With a stunning collection of life 



sized, and larger, mermaid and goddess statues that celebrate the beauty of the fe-
male specimen, Louise jokes that she needed her own statue of sorts to offset what 
she humorously refers to as Chuck’s display. 
 “I needed something to look at too!” she adds. So, fittingly, her largest statue, 
which also happens to be strategically placed at the centre of her garden, is of a 
powerful-looking merman.  
 And while many of her statues suggest a tropical theme, Louise explains she 
simply selects the pieces that most appeal to her. As evidence to her diverse style, 
she has mixed her mermaids and dolphins with what some might refer to as Greek 
influences and an impressive statue of an eagle greets visitors in the front yard. 
 Chuck adds that most of the statues are from Louise’s travels to places like Nia-
gara-on-the-Lake and Montreal.
 And while the gardens require a tremendous amount of maintenance and care, 
Louise says she is happy to “dedicate time in the pleasure of creating beautiful art.” 
 As she expertly recites each plant’s name and origin, such as the hanging-
trumpet shaped Brugmansia, (also known as “Angel’s Trumpets”) native to South 
America, she adds that the fruits of her labour were all birthed out of her love for 
“puttering.” 
 “When the kids were young, we would go outside and while they were playing 
I was puttering,” explains Louise with a laugh. 

 Louise says she developed a natural 
– almost spiritual – connection to the proc-
ess of gardening and although her home, 
in Ajax at the time, contained meagre 
space for her to experiment, she was still 
captivated by her new-found hobby.     
 So much so, that eight years ago, when 
she and her husband Chuck found them-
selves relocating to Port Perry to open and 
run their fitness centre, ‘All Fit/All Ages Inc.,’ they jumped at the opportunity to 
find a landscape fit for the garden of her dreams.
 The couple purchased a stunning lake-side property on Honey’s Beach road, 
just outside of town, and have since dedicated their spare time to building and 
tending to their garden. “It’s been a lot of work and it’s hard finding the time,” 
explains Chuck. “But for Louise it’s a labour of passion – she just loves it.”
  Starting with a blank slate, Louise and Chuck, along with their daughter Lau-
ren, brought in 1,500 yards of top soil, removed the sod and designed and tilled 
all the flower beds themselves. 
 “We literally outlined the beds with garden hoses,” explains Louise with a 
smile, adding that it was the perfect way to physically visualize the elaborate de-
signs that were gallivanting about 
in her head. 
 Next, Louise spent ample time 
reading about exotic plants so that 
she could better understand how 
different species would adapt to 
her surroundings. And while she 

does enjoy researching, she says, 
all the reading in the world couldn’t replace the value of trial and error. 
 For instance, through her own experimentation, Louise has discovered 
that despite different climates and environments, the bottom-line is that 
“all plants are destined to survive.” 
 As an example, she refers to a cluster of budding flowers peeking 
through her gravel driveway, despite months of frost and heavy snow, and 
a cherry tomato plant that has popped up out of nowhere. “That’s why 
Mother Nature is so amazing,” she marvels. 
 She also insists that one of the biggest mistakes people make (besides 
notoriously overwatering, she jokes) is getting rid of wilted plants. “They 
are just resting,” she explains, pointing to a tree that to the untrained eye 

GARDENS
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might look like it’s reached its time. 
But as Louise reassures, “Plants hiber-
nate too!”
 In fact, Louise believes the harsh 
Canadian climate encourages her 
plants to grow back even stronger the 
following summer. 
 Case in point: some of her exotic 
plants (specifically her Agave plants 

which originate in the hot tempera-
tures of Cuba) have grown so large 
over the winter that she is unable to 
bring them out from their seasonal 
sanctuary in the sunroom. “They’re 
way too heavy to lift,” she sighs, “You 
can’t get them out of the door,” adds 
Chuck. 
 Aside from the aesthetic appeal 
of her garden, which Louise admits 
does have its place in her heart, her 
real motivation stems from her desire 
to connect to nature. “Plants have a 
way of communicating with you,” she 
explains. “There’s a real emotional 
connection between a true gardener 
and their property.” 
 And as her garden grows, so too 
does the abundant wildlife, including 
butterflies, hummingbirds and rabbits 
that regularly stop by for a visit, which 
Louise feels only adds to the organic 
feel of her garden. “I encourage the 
wild life. It’s good for the soil and 
the lake which in turn is great for the 
garden.”
 In addition to the emotional ben-
efits, gardening, she adds, “is a great 
way to get outside, use some muscle, 
stretch and increase your endur-
ance” – a feature that pleases Louise’s 
athletic side. “You certainly have to be 
physically fit!” she says, teasing that 
her professional gig at the gym gives 
her the energy she needs for her ‘relax-
ing’ pastime. 

 But after witnessing Louise’s spunk 
and ‘full of life’ attitude, it is apparent 
that both she and Chuck thrive off of 
their busy lifestyle and creative energy.  
 In fact, Louise and Chuck’s relent-
less ambition to build and create now 
has them embarking on an entirely 
new “do-it-yourself” project. After 
tearing down their property’s original 
house two years ago, the couple began 
an intensive home renovation project 
that is still in the works today. 
 The couple’s new home, which is 
self-designed and constructed, features 
a beautiful raised, open-concept layout 
with exquisite views of the lake and 
garden. “It’s almost like a tree house,” 
explains Louise. 
 And keeping with this playful 
theme, the couple says their next goal 
is to construct a large veranda per-
fect for entertaining and even more 
optimal for viewing the landscape. 
After all, what good would a tropical 
paradise be without the comfort of a 
tree house and the added luxury of a 
balcony to enjoy the views!
 One thing’s for sure: no project is 
too big and no concept is too eccen-
tric for Louise and Chuck. And by 
taking matters into their own hands, 
their home is merely a blank canvas 
for whatever happens to satisfy their 
imagination. 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

A view of Louise and Chuck’s lakeside home from the backyard gardens.

Continued from page 13



251 Queen Street • 905-985-1456
www.portperrybutcher.com

        Come on over and taste our 
Good Ole Fashion, Award Winnin’ (we hope)    
  Chili at the 2nd Annual   Chili at the 2nd Annual 

Buy Fresh and Buy Local! 
Wander down to the , open 8am-1pm on 

Water Street, then visit the  - local growers on Queen Street.

Celebrate the Harvest at the 

And Annual Hometown “Chili Cook Off”

PORT PERRY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 – 8am to 5pm

And Annual Hometown “Chili Cook Off”

HOME • GARDEN • ANTIQUES
237 Queen Street • 905-982-1918

Country Inspired DecorF.M. FINDS

www.fmfi nds.com

Celebrate the Harvest

The Christmas Nook

905-985-3900
155 Queen Street, Port Perry

Plenty of Christmas 
Ornaments and 
unique Gifts to 

choose from. 

all through the day.
and

Mini Putt, Jumping Castle, 
and more!

Sponsored by the YMCA

Place your bid at the 
3rd Annual

All profi ts to benefi t the Scugog Lake Stewards.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 – 8am to 5pm

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PORT PERRY
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The Environmental Store
In Harmony with the Earth

Cappuccino • Coffee • Tea • Sweets

ALL LOCATED AT 180 QUEEN STREET

Three
stores in one for a bountiful se l ection

of items
to celebrate the harvest.

279 Queen Street  • 905-985-2775 

Enjoy our patio every day 
right through to our Harvest event 

on September 26 
(and hopefully for 
some time after).

Wifi Now
Available

143 Perry Street, 
905-982-1143

141 Perry Street, 
905-982-0629

www.overhershoulder.com

Fit Fully 
  Yours BRAS

Come in and 
see our fall
selection

of handbags

Sangria

   40% OFF
  

In stock only
BOOKS GALORE & MORE
175 Perry Street • 905-985-8645
booksgalore@powergate.ca

2011 Student, Executive, 
Family Planners.

Now Available…

Family Planners.Family Planners.

$12.95
$11.95

$16.95

Celebrate the Harvest …

Start your Thanksgiving 
decorating. 

Shop the BIA merchants’

Hot this year is the 2nd Annual Hometown

Get a souvenir chili mug, sample over nine local entries 
and place your vote for the “Best Chili in Port Perry”.

161 Queen Street • 905-985-1022

Captain George
Fish & Chips
161 Queen Street • 905-985-1022

Captain George
Fish & Chips

Haddock 
Halibut
Cod
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905-985-5559
235 Queen St., Port Perry

FINE FURNISHINGS BOUTIQUE

NEW 
MERCHANDISE 

ARRIVING DAILY

             META4 
Contemporary Craft Gallery
200 Queen Street, Port Perry  
905-985-1534   •   www.meta4gallery.ca

Pick up a brochure in-store 
or visit our website.

Plant some 
Creativity
Harvest with 
Pride
Loads of new courses &
workshops for all ages.

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PORT PERRY
www.discoverportperry.ca

Don’t miss the great events sponsored by the Downtown Port Perry BIA!
Mark your calendar - November 19 - “Tree Lighting & Candle Light Walk”. 

Unforgettable Experiences…  
Downtown Port Perry! You’re closer than you think.

Try your hand at pottery 
making at META4’s clay station! 

All ages welcome.

A show and sale from various 
local artisans in Palmer Park.

The 1st Annual

Who has what it takes to eat a whole pie 
in the least amount of time? Come and find out - 

or better yet register and try it yourself!

  

INSPIRATIONS
ON QUEEN STREET

246 Queen Street
905-985-9005 

inspirations@powergate.ca

Come in and see our 
fresh crop of autumn 
inspired home decor
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Dini Page works on a ‘barn loom’ in the log cabin.

Matt, left, and Nicholas Barnes making a rope.

   Jane Gallagher demonstrates butter 
churning in the Lee House.

    Darwyne Hourier has been volunteering at the Scugog Shores Museum  
since 1989 and is seen here working on forging a poker.

 Above left, Chris Rankin shows his son Spencer how to cut logs with a large handsaw. 
Centre, Jerry Vanderby, 86, shows off some his intricate wood carvings.

See more - SCUGOG PIONEER DAYS - pictures at www.focusonscugog.com
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Thumbs Up - Glenn VanCamp was sporting a big smile last 
month after his six-year-old gelding, ‘San Pail,’ won 
the Maple Leaf Trot for the second consecutive year. 
With a jackpot of $772,000, he and trainer/owner 

Randy Waples deserve a big ‘thumbs up’ for not only tak-
ing the big pot, but also setting a new Maple Leaf Trot re-
cord with a horse not really expected to excel to that level. 

Thumbs Up - to Randy Lyon of Uxport Tools for his com-
passion towards Robert Ayres, a young Canadian 
soldier, who has returned home from Afghanistan to 
start a new life. Randy provided enough tools, at his 

cost, to help the 25-year-old get a start in his new career 
as a carpenter/furniture maker. And while Randy said he is 
proud to help... we here in Scugog should be proud of him 
as well. 

Thumbs Up - to our Focus scribe Tammy Horvath for be-
ing selected as an “International Relay For Life Hero 
of Hope”. Tammy was selected to be honoured for 
her inspiration, courage and determination in elimi-

nating cancer - and her continued help and support for lo-
cal cancer patients. Congratulations Tammy... we at Focus 
on Scugog - and I’m sure we speak for all  Scugogians, are 
all proud of you.

Thumbs

Clean water. Green future.

Let’s get something perfectly clear –
Your Water!
We supply a complete line of equipment including…
Water Softeners, Iron Filters, Reverse Osmosis, 
Ultra Violet Lamps, Gas Removers, Pumps, 
Pressure Tanks & Supplies

FREE

VIO Systems • 1894 Scugog Street, Unit 1, Port Perry
905-985-4900 or 1-888-468-1336 • www.ecowater.ca
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Since 1925.

216 Queen Street
Port Perry, Ontario L9L 1B9

Tel: 905-985-2171 ~ Fax: 905-985-4572
www.waggfuneralhome.com

MYLES G. O’RIORDAN
Funeral Director / Owner

... Port Perry's only locally 
owned and operated

Funeral Home since 1846 ...
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 Shoreline property owners in the 
Kawartha Conservation watershed, which 
includes Lake Scugog, can receive up to 
$300 in match-funding for naturalization 
projects on their waterfronts.
 The money is available through Kawar-
tha Conservation’s Shoreline Naturaliza-
tion Program, which offers free consul-
tations and resources to help property 
owners resolve shoreline issues such as 
erosion, ice damage and pesky Canada 
geese, while helping create habitat for fish 
and other wildlife, reduce aquatic plants 
and improve water quality.
 When compared to the use of concrete 
or armour stone, a naturalized shoreline is 
less expensive, longer lasting, more stable 
and environmentally friendly. 
 The grant money, provided through 
a partnership with the Lakeland Alliance 
and Victoria Stewardship Council, has 
just been topped up. Grants are available 
for purchasing various materials used in 

naturalization, such as native plants and 
filter cloth that help stabilize soil and rip 
rap stones.
 During a free consultation, a Kawartha 
Conservation shoreline advisory specialist 
will answer questions, make suggestions 
and connect landowners to resources for 
shoreline naturalization. 
 Information and resources are also 
available for well and septic system main-
tenance and upgrades, pollution preven-
tion, removing and preventing invasive 
species and enhancing habitat for native 
species.
 There are limited grants available and 
consultations are booked on a first-come, 
first-served basis. To apply for a grant or 
sign up for a free consultation, contact 
Shalin Abbott at 705-328-2271 ext. 223 or 
sabbott@kawarthaconservation.com.
 For additional information,  see the 
shoreline naturalization pages at www.
kawarthaconservation.com/shoreline.

Lake Scugog property owners offered up to 
$300 for shoreline naturalization projects

VOTE

••• danworner@yahoo.ca •••

Long time 
resident
                         
Local
business man
                         
Supporter
of local 
organizations

DAN 
WORNER
WARD 1 COUNCILLOR

Gajewski

Taylor Forder 
Insurance Brokers 
Ltd.

Micro Fit and Fit Solar Energy Programs
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 The Port Perry Farmers’ Market is excited to an-
nounce their support of Operation Scugog and our 
community food bank. 
 Effective August 14, the Port Perry Farmers’ Mar-
ket has teamed up with the McDonalds restaurant, 
Port Perry to support the local food bank. Residents 
are invited to drop off a non-perishable food donation 
at the Port Perry Farmers’ Market community tent.  
 Donations will be accepted at the community tent 
from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Saturdays until October 9. Pro-
ceeds will be delivered to the local food bank and used 
to support families in need within our community. 
Make your donation and enjoy a free coffee, compli-
ments of McDonalds, Port Perry.
 The Famers’ Market offers a wide variety of 
products and produce, grown and produced by your 
neighbours on local farms within our community and 
surrounding areas. 
 Seasonal product offerings include farm fresh 
honey, fresh baked goods and pastries, fresh picked 
corn, field tomatoes, strawberries, potatoes, and a wide 

Saturday at the Farmers’ Market 
variety of farm fresh vegetables. Market vendors also offer a 
selection of fresh chicken, lamb, and beef products raised on 
local farms within our community.
 The market supports regional business development 
and underlines the significance of our agricultural heritage. 
Increased awareness of our local farmers and producers 
promotes our local economy by supporting our farming 
industry and offering great value to community residents. 
 A fun day out for the whole family!  Enjoy the unique 
shops on Queen Street, visit the waterfront park and tour the 
Port Perry Farmers’ Market. 
 Stay for a visit, enjoy the free entertainment and a 
complimentary coffee while the kids enjoy the local splash 
pad! The market is a great way to meet and socialize with 
your friends, learn about our local agricultural heritage and 
our farming community, and now to support the local food 
bank.
 The Port Perry Farmers’ Market is located in the Palmer 
Park parking lot (along Water Street) and operates every Sat-
urday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. from now until October 9.  

with fresh kettle corn. At right, Whitney Cohoon, of Twin Erin Farms, 
tends to her booth. The Port Perry Farmer’s Market is open from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. every Saturday until later in the fall.

New Full & Partial Dentures
Implant Supported Dentures

Denture Repairs (While you wait)
Tooth Whitening (Bleaching)

House Calls

Port Perry Denture Clinic
A COMPLETE DENTURE SERVICE

Mike Dunn DD 6 High St. (Unit 4) Port Perry 905-985-8028
dunndenture@rogers.com  SERVING PORT PERRY AND AREA FOR OVER 14 YEARS
Mike Dunn DD 6 High St. (Unit 4) Port Perry 905-985-8028
dunndenture@rogers.com  SERVING PORT PERRY AND AREA FOR OVER 14 YEARS
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 The annual historical walk in the Prince Albert Cem-
etery will take place on the evening of Tuesday Septem-
ber 14.  This popular walk organized by the Lake Scugog 
Historical Society is a guided walking tour of some of the 
interesting tombstones in the Pine Grove Cemetery in 
Prince Albert. 
 Local historian and author, Paul Arculus will be the 
host for this walk.  He will begin the tour at the south 

end of the cemetery, the oldest section. Graves of the rich 
and poor, the famous and the humble will be covered in 
the walk. The stories revealed in this beautiful cemetery 
range from the tragic and heart rending to the mysteri-
ous.  There are even some humorous tales to be told. 

 The walk begins at 7 p.m and lasts about an hour 
and a half.  There is no charge for this walking tour but 
a collection for the Lake Scugog Historical Society will 
take place at the conclusion of the walk.
 Everyone is invited and reminded to bring an um-
brella in case of rain.  The walk begins at the south end 
of the cemetery near the United Church.   The walk will 
take place – rain or shine. 

Paul’s historical walk of Prince Albert cemetery

Local historian Paul Arculus to lead walking tour of cemetery.

THE COMPETITION’S TREMBLING!
• powerful fuel-injected engine for easy cold starting
• superior ground clearance to get you over any 

terrain
•4-wheel disc brakes combined with full-time engine 
braking to slow you down with less effort

We still have 
some 2009’s at 
Great Prices.

CALL
TODAY!

905-
986-4437

10 Min East of Port Perry, Take 7A to Durham Rd. 57, 6km south
1.877.986.4437  •  Fx: 905.986.5979  • www.asselstines.com 

Make all your outside jobs a little easier and a lot more fun!

THE ULTIMATE IN 
ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES!

Come and see if you can play detective as murder and 
mayhem ensue. Prizes donated by local merchants to the 

detectives who can solve the case.
Tickets $15 – must be purchased in advance.

Contact Amy at 905-985-8698x103 or abarron@scugog.ca
Scugog Shores Museum

16210 Island Road, Port Perry

Friday, September 10th, 7:30

SCUGOG SHORES MUSEUM VILLAGE

VILLAIN
HIGH SCHOOL

OUT OF THE ASHES
Our new exhibit “Out of the Ashes” in 

partnership with Scugog Council for the Arts
opens September 9 until November 7 featuring works by 

local artists inspired by artifacts from the Museum’s collection 
and the rebuilding of the town after the fire of 1884. 

EXHIBIT OPENING EVENT 
Sunday September 12 – 1:00p.m. - 4p.m.

Scugog Heritage Centre
1655 Reach Street (inside the Scugog Arena), Port Perry

M U R D E R  M Y S T E R Y  E V E N I N G

SCUGOG HERITAGE CENTRE
N E W  E X H I B I T  O P E N I N G
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Simply...Woman WORKOUT Club
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 It’s not every day that you find an anniversary card 
that has been ‘actively’ roaming this earth almost as long 
as you have - and visited more places to boot! But that’s 
exactly what I encountered last month after meeting 
Bryan and Rita Hilker and their friends. 
 For the past 17 years, a group of five couples, all origi-
nally from Ajax, have been circulating the same card for 
their wedding anniversaries. Every year, the card makes 
the noble, often risky,  journey from Vancouver Island, 
British Columbia, all the way to New Zealand, and finally 
to Port Perry and Ajax before starting the round trip all 
over again. 
 What innocently began as a last minute gift idea, or as 
participant Jim Witty jokes “just a way of being cheap,” 
has spawned into a tradition the couples look forward to 
every year. 
 “We write little updates about our lives,” says Rita 
Hilker, a participant and resident of Port Perry. As she 

Happy
Anniversary

A tradition 
that started 
as a joke has 
kept friends 
in contact  
for the past 
17 years

opens the card and scans through pages of documented 
memories, she notes that the couples have written about 
their grandchildren being born, moving from one part 
of the country to another, their vacations and how they 
celebrated their anniversaries and retirements. 
 Every year, the process is just the same. Each couple 
receives the card a few days before their anniversary. 
After ‘catching up’ with the other couples’ lives through 
their written messages, the pair must then record their 
own favourite moments from the past year. 
 And, keeping with tradition, the couples always 
write about how they will be celebrating their anniver-
sary that particular year. “Then we send it to the next 
couple,” Rita explains. “it’s a way of being thoughtful.”
 As Rita recalls, the couples became friends after 
meeting in their hometown of Ajax – the men belonged 
to the Kinsmen Club of Ajax and the women belonged to 
the Kinette Club of Ajax. The tradition of the anniversary 

 Friends for life! These three Port Perry couples are bound by a 17-year-old annivesary card that 
travels around the world. From left, Bryan and Rita Hilker, Warren and Lynda Pollard, and Jim and Anita 
Witty, got together recently to talk to Focus on Scugog about their unusual tradition.

Photo by Christina Coughlin
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card would not start until years later when the couples were away in 
Florida.
 It all began in 1993. Jim and Anita Witty bought an anniversary 
card and flowers for their friends, Joe and Donna Dickson, while 
vacationing with them in their neighbouring condos in Florida. 
 After the Dicksons and Wittys returned home to Canada, two 
other couples – Rita and Bryan Hilker and Warren and Lynda 
Pollard – came to Florida to celebrate their retirements. The Hilk-
ers stayed at the Witty’s condo, while the Pollards stayed at the 
Dickson’s condo. 
 A few days later, another couple, Gale and Allan Mossman, 
joined the crew in Florida. One day, while chatting at one of the 
condos, Gale mentioned it was her and Allan’s wedding anniver-
sary and that perhaps the six of them could go out to dinner to 
celebrate. 
 “We wanted to give them a gift or a card but all the stores 
were closed,” explains Rita. As the friends anxiously pon-
dered how they could find a suitable gift for the couple, Lynda 
remembered spotting an anniversary card and flowers in the 
Dickson condo that the Witty’s had given the Dickson’s 
for their anniversary. 
 I told Lynda to go and get the card and we’d just 
stroke out their names and put ours in, Rita remembers. 
“So we gave the card to Gale and Allan without the flow-
ers,” she says, laughing at how silly and conniving the 
whole situation was. Little did they know the swift deci-
sion to give a “used card” 
to their friends was the 
start of something grand. 
 Then in August 1994, 
The Hilkers and Pollards 
returned the card to the 
couple who unknowingly 
started the whole thing, 
the Wiity’s. “They were 
surprised to find out what 
had happened to their 
original buying of an anniversary card,” says Rita. “And 
so a tradition was born.”
 Now it was up to the Wittys to keep the ritual going. 
“So one year later we sent the card back to Gale and Al-
lan,” explains Anita. “We were cheap though, we didn’t 
send champagne,” chimes Jim. 
 In the early 90’s, all the couples were living in Ajax 
and circulating the card proved to be a simple endeavour. 

However, things would change when one of the couples, 
Heather and Barrie, immigrated back to their home in 
New Zealand after 17 years in Ajax. 
 With the couple moving so far away, the anniversary 
card now held a more meaningful purpose. It would 
keep the group of friends in contact despite living so far 
apart. 
 In 1996, Lynda and Warren and Gale and Allan, 
headed to New Zealand to visit Heather and Barrie. 
Along for the ride was that faithful anniversary card, 
tucked away safely in their suitcase. 
 “We didn’t want to be the ones who killed it,” says 
Lynda. “We wanted to keep it going,” adds her husband, 
Warren. Before they left for home, they gave the card to 
Heather and Barrie with instructions for the couple to 
send it back to Rita and Bryan for their anniversary.
 In 2004, Gale and Allan moved from Ontario to 

 One of the inside pages of the card shows some of the 
messages written over the years.

I said to Lynda,  
“Go get the card, 
we’ll just stroke 
out their names 
and put ours in.”

... Rita Hilker

Turn to page 26
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Vancouver Island, B.C., adding another stop to the card’s 
travels.  
 With each passing year, the card would follow the 
same rotation, travelling from Vancouver Island to New 
Zealand to Port Perry to Ajax, all the while growing 
thicker as page after page of photos and messages were 
stapled to it.  
 Now the card serves almost like a time capsule and is 
often pulled out at social gatherings and family celebra-
tions to remember landmark moments from the past 17 
years. “August 2003 will be remembered as the Hydro 
Blackout!” Rita says, as she reads the various accounts of 
the year. 
 In 2001 the couples write about the shock and after-
math of September 11th. Rita points out one note that 
reads, “We realize even more how important family and 
friends are and how important it is to continue traditions 
like the ‘card of the years.’ ’’ 
 A glance at the card will also show that in spring 2003, 
the SARS epidemic had hit and in winter 2007-2008, “We 
received the most snow we’ve had in many years in On-
tario.” And it’s the little things, like the astonishing rise 
and fall of gas prices, (the card shows that in 2005, gas 
was .99/ litre then in 2008 it rose to $1.35 litre), that make 
the card a great resource for ‘tidbits’ of facts. 
  But, more than just a fun read, the card has an irre-
placeable emotional value for the couples involved. Rita 
says, although it “more or less started out as a prank,” 
the card has now become a treasured tradition of the five 
couples. “We anxiously await its arrival each year and 
guard it while it’s in our care,” she explains. “No one 
wants to be the one to have anything happen to it!” 
 Although the card has managed to disappear a few 
times, it continues to survive year after year. But as it end-
lessly grows in pages and, in turn, sentimental value, the 
greater the pressure is to protect it. 
 Anita says that she used to have her secretary lock the 
card away when she received it. Now that she’s retired, 
“I have the responsibility to look after it myself,” she 
shrieks, admitting it’s a responsibility that often leaves 
her paranoid. 
 The other women unanimously agree, adding that as 
soon as the card arrives, they keep it out on display in 
their homes. This way, they can always have a watchful 
eye on it. 
 Fortunately, when it is not in their own protective 
hands, the five women are able to trust the Canada Post 
and New Zealand Post. After years of leaving their most 
prized possession in their care, they are more than thank-
ful for their dedicated service.  
 As the couples relish over the years of documented 
memories, Warren adds that through all the celebrations, 
trials and tribulations, the most important thing is that 
they’ve all remained friends. And friends with an undy-
ing sense of humour they are, as Lynda sends the group 
into hysterics by adding, “and we’re all still married to 
the same people!” 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 25
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 My father, Roy, is a ‘car guy’.
 In my opinion, a passion for auto-
mobiles is a trait you’re born with, like 
blue eyes or brown hair... and my dad 
was born to be a ‘car guy’.
 From his very first car, a 1937 
Singer, Roy was hooked. And from 
then - when his pride ‘n’ joy looked 
similar to the Singer I’ve seen in faded 
photographs - to today, he remains a 
dyed-in-the-wool ‘car guy’.
 There is, of course, an opposite 
side to that fence. Others view their 

autos as mere conveyances and con-
veniences, not giving a hoot whose 
nameplate is on the hood, or what’s 
underneath it.  
 Me, I belong to that huge blob 
of society who populate the middle 
ground: able to appreciate the beauty 
of a fine machine, but lack the afi-
cionado’s curiosity or encyclopedic 
knowledge.
 Obviously, my attitude is shared 
by a sizeable segment of the popula-
tion, if the large attendance at Port 

Perry BIA’s rain-soaked “Brits on the 
Lake” event last month was any indi-
cator. 
 It was a proud day for me, one 
I’m lucky to have shared with my dad 
from the passenger seat of his lovingly 
restored 1954 MG TF.
 The ride in this 55-year-old relic 
is rough by modern standards. The 
braking requires a Herculean leg; the 
steering, substantial effort of its own.  
But man, do you look cool sitting in 
that seat.
 I remember my father buying the 
car when I was in high school. I was 
taken aback when he pulled in the 
driveway with a flatbed trailer tagging 
his new toy behind. It looked more like 
an overturned dinner than anything 
which might draw admiring glances 
cruising the street.
 But he swore that would change.
 And it did – over the course of a 
couple years.  Some aspects, like the 
upholstery, he farmed out to experts, 
while others – its engine and body 
panels  – he assisted skilled specialists 
in repairing.  
 Partly, this assistance was a budg-
etary necessity; but he confesses now 
he wanted to learn enough ‘car-guys’ 
skill to be useful.
 Lacking his own garage, he 
bargained with a neighbour for his 
garage.  “A case of beer a month,” he 
describes as being the deal.
  To his delight, the restored body 
parts fit together, and with a little 
tweaking, the engine purred.  Still, 
despite his excitement, he remained 
understandably conservative.
 “The first hundred miles, I’ll bet I 

BRITS RETURN TO THE LAKE

When about 200 British classics rolled onto 
Queen St. last month for “Brits on the Lake” 
– Roy Mercer was one of the enthusiastic group 
of old ‘car guys’ showing off his pride and joy...

 Roy Mercer (in hat) stands in front of his 1954 MG TF with his son Scott, a writer for Focus 
on Scugog who learned why these old relics are so important to ‘car guys’. Please turn to page 28
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interior mostly dry, and still allows the curious to peer inside.
 Once our car is readied for show, we become spectators 
ourselves. It was interesting to watch my dad, who was obvi-
ously in his element, greeting many of the other car owners.
 “A lot of them I haven’t seen since last year’s event,” he 
confides. Their casual camaraderie provides evidence of a 
shared passion, as an observer would assume their previous 
meeting was last week.
 We pass critical comment on some vehicles, praise others, 
but mostly, it’s ‘car-guy’ chatter as we make our way down 
the line: the MGA twin-cam engine was powerful enough to 
race, but subject to frequent breakdown because it pushed the 
envelope of the cars’ engineering tolerances. The “Stag” was 
a 70’s-era Triumph with cutting-edge styling but lukewarm 
reviews, leaving it a modern rarity. No, I don’t know why there 
was a Triumph TR3, 4, 6, and 7 – but no 5.
 It’s contagious.  I’m caught up in the excitement as well.  
 “A bug-eyed Sprite – I haven’t seen one of those in years! 
And there’s a Nash Metropolitan, same two-tone combina-
tion as Mrs. So ‘n’ so from around the corner used to have – I 
thought that car was sooo cool as a kid!  And wow, look at 
those (Jaguar) XKE’s... if I ever win a million bucks…!!”
 Our car attracts admirers as well.
 “1954,” Roy replies to an inquiry about the TF’s vintage. 

never got more than five minutes from home!” he 
laughs.
 Eventually, his reservation vanished, and with 
my mother, he attended an ever-widening circle of 
MG Club events. 
 On one notable (perhaps overly aggressive) jun-
ket to Florida, he suffered the car-guy’s nightmare:  
the engine started clanging, then quit, forcing the 
TF to finish the trip in tow.  
 But if you have to breakdown, among a convoy 
of ‘car-guys’ is the place to have it happen. Some 
time later, they traced the problem to a puny – but 
apparently influential – part called a “circlip,” and 
she hummed again.
 Roy’s MG has since undergone a facelift – black 
‘n’ red two-tone replaced the dove-grey he origi-
nally painted it – as well as its share of routine 
maintenance.  But one thing hasn’t changed: it’s 
still his “baby.”
 And it’s that very car we drove to Port Perry’s 
“Brits on the Lake”.  Steaming along in our open 
cockpit (whose “windscreen” shields only part of 
your face), a steady rain pelts us throughout. But 
man, we looked cool getting there.  
 The rain did little to dampen the spirits of either 
car owners or lovers. When we arrive, Queen Street 

is quickly filling with British cars of all descriptions 
and brolly (umbrella) carrying spectators aren’t far 
behind. Roy’s enormous umbrella – no doubt a 
lesson-learned another day – keeps the TF’s open 

1961 Nash Metropolitan owned by Bob Green, Oshawa.

Port Perry on August 8 for the BIA’s annual “Brits On The Lake” event.

Continued from page 27
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 There were lots of spectacu-
lar British Cars at the Port Perry  
BIA “Brits on the Lake” event last 
month - including, left, a 1973 
Squire SS-100 owned by Paul and 
Jan Dullaert, Kitchener.

 Centre left. a group of car lovers 
inspect a1949 MG TC owned by 
Dick and Jan Tulley, Keene.

SEE MORE PHOTOS
of ‘BRITS ON THE LAKE

at
www.focusonscugog.com
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“They marketed them in ’55 too, 
but those were just unsold 54’s!”
 “I had one of those,” a middle-
aged man with a British  
accent tells us wistfully.  I sense 
he’s with us in body, but he’s not in 
spirit. Lost among his memories.
 “Ninety-eight horsepower,” I 
tell another, serendipitously able to 
utilize a fact my father taught me 
only that morning.  “It’s not power-
ful, but man, ya sure look cool get-
ting there!”
  I’m starting to sound like a 
‘car-guy’.  My father takes note, 
too, nodding at what he obviously 
agrees is an appropriate answer.
 Maybe I am, maybe not. After 
all, I still believe that particular 
passion’s bred in the bone.  But 
definitely for that proud day shared 
with my dad and his baby, it’s 
almost certainly true.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

A.J. Bennan, grandson of Colin and Ruth Oster stands beside his grandpa’s 1969 Jaguar E Type.

KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
              all year round
Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
               Prom, Evening 
                     Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890
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 THE BOARDWALK ART FAIR
 The first annual Boardwalk Art Fair , sponsored by the 
Scugog Council for the Arts, takes place along Port Perry’s 

beautiful new boardwalk in Palmer 
Park later this month.
  Visitors and patrons will be 
able to stroll along the waterfront to 
view and purchase original works by 
regional and provincial artists in all 
types of media.

 In addition to the the “Boardwalk Art Fair” on Sunday, 
September 26, the Port Perry BIA will welcome visitors to 
Queen St. to enjoy special events and a chili cook-off as 
part of the annual “Celebrate the Harvest” event. Admis-
sion to both events is free and the “Boardwalk Art Fair” 
will be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

UNITED WAY KICK-OFF 
 Anyone who has ever attended the Port Perry United 
Way campaign kick-off will want to come out again this 

year on September 15.
 Here’s a chance to show your 
community spirit by attending our 
3rd Annual Campaign Kick-Off!  
See local politicians cooking up free 
hamburgers for all who attend! Cheer 
on your favourite team in our Tricycle 

Race on Perry Street with local businesses vying to win the 
coveted Tour de Perry Trophy!
 Enjoy the live entertainment of Irwin Smith! Guaran-
teed laughs and smiles. Don’t miss it - Wednesday, Septem-
ber 15 from 12 noon to 2 p.m. on Perry St., in front of the 
municipal office.

OUT OF THE ASHES
 The Scugog Shores Heritage Centre and Archives will 
be featuring a new exhibit starting on September 9.
 The exhibit will be called  and is in 

partnership with the Scugog Council 
for the Arts.  
      Drawing on inspiration from exist-
ing artifacts in the Scugog Museum’s 
collection, and celebrating the 125th 
anniversary of the rebuilding of Port 
Perry after the devastating fire of 

1884, SCA artists will create an original work of art which 
will then be displayed alongside the artifact in the gallery. 
    This new exhibit will run from September 9 to No-
vember 7, with an opening event being held on Sunday, 
September 12, from 1 - 4 p.m. in the afternoon.

2

3

just a few things we think are
 worth knowing... 
     if you didn’t already!
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s Jim Smitherman gazes out his backyard window, overlooking 
Port Perry’s high school track, he recalls the day back in 1982 

 

 

 

Elizabeth McArthur with long time participant Jim Smitherman.
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YEARS
LATER Please turn to page 34
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THE TERRY FOX RUN FOR CANCER RESEARCH

FOX1980 2010
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children who are suffering or affected by cancer. Despite 
the medical or physical setbacks Jim may be experienc-
ing himself, he insists the young ones are more than 
enough reason to show up at the starting line every year. 
 And with the Port Perry Legion generously sponsor-
ing him for most of his participating years, including 
this year, he says he has even more reason to participate. 
 “In the beginning I was only able to raise $20,” Jim 

says. Fortunately, for many years now, the Legion has 
generously pledged $200 in Jim’s name for the cause.      
 Elizabeth adds that even though the ‘run’ focuses on 
fundraising, it is also about providing emotional sup-
port for the individuals and families touched by cancer. 
“It gives people permission to talk about going through 
treatment,” she explains. “There can be a real stigma to-
wards cancer… for so often people didn’t talk about it.” 
 She smiles thinking about how the event, although 
it can be a painful experience for those involved, is a 
celebratory experience for many.   
 “Families can utilize this as a way to talk about their 
stories,” she says. “And with Terry’s Team Members, 
parents see kids who at a young age have had cancer 
and they’ve not only survived, but thrived.” 
 Elizabeth explains that the Terry Team Members 
(individuals who have had cancer and represent the 
foundation in their local community) live by the philoso-
phy that cancer does not define them. Instead, it is just a 
part of their life experience. This philosophy, she insists, 
is an important message for all suffering individuals and 
families. 
 After all, as Elizabeth says, “medical treatment is 
important but emotional support is just as important.” 
Jim also recognizes the emotional benefits of community 
support and as he speaks about his commitment to the 
foundation, he determinedly states, “I’m going to fight it 
as long as I can.” 
 This year’s Terry Fox Run is Sunday, September 19th.  
Registration opens at Palmer Park at 8:00 am with a wel-
coming of participants and the introduction of Terry’s 
Team Members at 9:00 am.    
 There are no registration fees and no required mini-
mum amount of donations because, as Terry Fox said 
best, “If you’ve given a dollar, you are part of the Mara-
thon of Hope.”  

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 31

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry

Running into problems? Physiotherapy can help.

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

  ACUPUNCTURE 
and

MASSAGE THERAPY

Running sports and activities can cause strains resulting in a 
cramp-like feeling or a tearing sensation, followed by swelling 
and bruising to the area.

Physiotherapy helps in settling down the pain, maintains and 
improves your existing movement, flexibility and strength, and 
will return you to the activities you love doing sooner.

No referral necessary. 
Evening and early morning
appointments available.

For an appointment call:

905-985-8363

Century Home & Garden
1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry • 905-985-2672

Where the Spirit of Gardening Lives
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Docs’’
The

Dr. Merrilee Brown is one of a growing number of female 
doctors practicing medicine in Scugog Township.

PART EIGHT

Dr. Merrilee Brown
Dr. Merrilee Brown works hard 
to balance her busy life as a wife... 
a mother... a teacher and her  
profession as a family physician

 The smell of decadent chocolate fills the air of Dr. 
Merrilee Brown’s kitchen as she expertly works at mix-
ing and stirring her homemade brownie batter. “Sorry, 
I’m just baking for my son’s violin recital tonight,” she 
explains, not the slightest-bit frazzled. 
 Even with a demanding schedule that naturally 
comes from being a full-time wife, mother, family physi-
cian, medical teacher and an on-call emergency doctor, 
it is evident that Merrilee is completely in her element 
among all the chaos. 
 “I can be a ‘normal mom’ for the most part,” she 
assures. “I’m able to pick up the kids from school at 3:30  
and drive them to their activities.” And that often in-
cludes violin, hockey and soccer practice for her 8-year-
old son, Alastair, and piano lessons for her 6-year-old 
daughter, Sophie. “Fortunately, for the most part, I have 
control over my schedule.” 
 But even on her days off, Merrilee is still Dr. Brown, 
which means she’s usually on route to check in on her 
patients or she’s preparing for her next teaching gig 
– she teaches medical teachers and trainees at both the 
University of Toronto and Queen’s University and regu-
larly speaks at medical retreats. 
 And because she’s constantly on call, her work day 
is never really done. “We like to call it ‘continuity of 

Please turn to page 36
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care’” she says, amused. “But that’s what makes 
the job such a joy,” she adds. “We (the ‘Docs’) don’t 
just give patients a prescription. We are there with 
them for the journey, helping them along the way.”      
 Merrilee credits the distinct nature of the com-
munity for making the experience at Port Perry so 
memorable for her and her other medical associ-
ates. “The (medical) residents usually like it so 
much here they stay,” she says with a surge of 
enthusiasm. “I know I did!” 
 She insists the desire to stay stems from many 
reasons, but most notably from the support the 
residents (medical students who are placed in a 
hospital/clinic to work) receive from patients. 
“Patients here are really doing a favour for us,” she 
insists. “People here are understanding and willing 

to see trainees and 
it has really allowed 
for a lot more doc-
tors in the commu-
nity.” 
 She also credits 
the team of Port 
Perry doctors and 
their unique cama-
raderie for making 
the everyday chaos 

bearable. “All of  us doctors working together is 
the only thing that makes it sane,” she says, before 
adding that she and the other ‘docs’ consistently 
rely on one another to get the job done. 
 Merrilee knows exactly who to call if she needs 
to sign out of emerge due to her own “emergen-
cies” at home. Reflecting on her time here in town, 
she adds, “working in other areas showed me 
what was so special about Port Perry.” 
 After all, Port Perry wasn’t always in the cards 
for Merrilee and her husband, Steve. While Mer-
rilee was initially introduced to the community 
through her brother, Doug Brown, owner and head 
pharmacist of the Port Perry Shoppers Drug Mart, 
she came in 1996 during her ‘rural residency’ and 
stayed to do ‘locum tenens’ work (which means 
“temporary physician”) for three months during 
the summer of 1997. 
 “Doug told me how much I would love it 
here,” she says. “And I did. I felt like an old-fash-
ioned doc!”  

“The medical  
students usually 
like it so much 
here they stay...  
I know I did.”

... Dr. Merrilee Brown

Docs’’
The

Dr.  Merrilee

Brown

Continued from page 35

 Perhaps this sentimental feeling had to do with Merrilee’s 
first experience with some of the locals. It turned out some of the 
“old-time” farmers around Port Perry knew Merrilee’s grand-
father, who was also a farmer. “They would say to me, ‘are you 
Jim Brown’s granddaughter?’ and when I said ‘yes’ they would 
say ‘I guess you can’t be all that bad!’” 
 Humour aside, Merrilee says she really did feel at home 

Dr. Merrilee Brown
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 “Teaching is such a joy for me because when I’m 
teaching I get to share what I love about it with others and 
it constantly reconnects me with what I love.”
 And though she has received a lot of awards for her 
role in teaching, including the OCFP Community Teacher 
of the Year award in 2004, the Hollister King Rural 
Teaching Award in 2006, and the Rural Ontario Medical 
Programme’s Postgraduate Preceptor of the Year award in 
2008, Merrilee humbly says, “The awards have a lot to do 
with residents. It’s not about me, but the experience they 
have while they are here.” 
 According to Dr. Brown, it’s the unique nature of the 
training here in Port Perry and the unique treatment the 
residents receive that makes the experience so notewor-
thy.  
 “We have the residents over for dinner; we include 
them in our lives. It makes a difference because in medi-
cal school you often don’t get treated as a person, you’re 

treated strictly as a colleague,” she explains. “But here, it’s 
different and I think that’s very memorable. These awards 
reflect what a great experience it is here.”
 Merrilee also insists that the tremendous support of 
her family, including her husband, Steve, her children, 
Alastair and Sophie, and her brother, Doug, is what al-
lows her to take on all the work she does every day. 
 “Without Steve I couldn’t do this. He’s truly a stand-
up guy and a hands-on father,” she says, admiringly. “It 
won’t work unless your spouse is on board. They can’t 
fall apart if you’re called away and they definitely have 
to value what you do because there is a lot of sacrifice in 
terms of personal time.”

in Port Perry. “I remember thinking this is a wonderful 
town with great people.” But the old-town charm of Port 
Perry couldn’t compete with the power of love.
 Shortly after working the summer in Port Perry, she 
would follow her heart to Alberta to be with her hus-
band. There in the small town of Stony Plain, which ac-
cording to Merrilee “had the same agricultural flavour” 
as Port Perry, she would continue performing ‘locum 

tenens’ work for another 
year.
 But Port Perry con-
tinued to call her name, 
and with her husband 
being a “small-town boy” 
himself, they both felt Port 
Perry was the best place to 
“open up shop.” 
 She remembers one 
“quintessential Port Perry 
experience” which solidi-

fied, for her, the decision to come back to town.
 “One night I admitted a grandfather to the hospital 
and then delivered his grandchild within the same 24-
hour period,” she says with a heart-warming smile. 
 According to Merrilee the special connection she gets 
to establish with her patients and their families is just one 
of the many benefits of practicing in a small town. “You 
get to work with generations of families,” she adds.  
 Since settling in town and starting her practice, Mer-
rilee has realized that all the ‘Docs’ have their designated 
place within the medical community. “Every one of the 
doctors adds a piece to the puzzle, we have a broad skill-
set of doctors here,” she explains. 
 Merrilee has found her own niche in teaching. “I 
am heavily involved in medical education,” she says, 
referring to her position as co-chair of the Professional 
Development Committee for the University of Toronto 
Department of Family and Community Medicine and her 
role with the National Joint Committee on Rural Educa-
tion.  

“Teaching is such a joy for me because when 
I’m teaching I get to share what I love about 
it with others and it constantly reconnects 
me with what I love.”           ... Dr. Merrilee Brown

“Every one of the 
doctors adds  a 
piece to the puzzle 
- we have a broad 
set of skills.”

... Dr. Merrilee Brown

Please turn to page 40

Help Support Port Perry Hospital 
with Shoppers Drug Mart Tree of Life
Once again, Shoppers Drug Mart will be raising money through their stores for local 
charities across Canada with their annual “Tree of Life Campaign”. All funds raised 
in our Port Perry store will be passed along to the Port Perry Hospital Foundation, 

Purchase a personalized Leaf for $1, a Maple Leaf for $5 or a tax 
receiptable Apple for $50, and Doug Brown, Pharmacist/Owner of 
Port Perry Shoppers Drug Mart, will match your donation*!
Please visit Port Perry Shoppers Drug Mart before September 30, 2010 to show your 

*to a maximum of $5,000.

“The best investment you can make 
         in your community.”

*to a maximum of $5,000.

HELP
DONATE!

BUY MILK.
4L Neilson skim, 1% 

or 2% bag milk only

$2.89 with every 

$1.00 donation to

the tree of Life 

Foundation.

Shoppers Drug Mart  •  905-985-8886  •  1865 Scugog Street, Port Perry
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See more - ROTARY AQUARAMA  - pictures at
www.focusonscugog.com

 The Rotary Club of Port Perry held its 17th annual “Aquarama” fundraising 
event at the lakefront, Port Perry on August 15. Fifteen teams entered the fun filled 
races, raising more than $11,250 for Rotary charities.
 Pictured above is Kevin “Kevina” Proskin, of Devonport Divas, winding it out 
on the course. Left, John Mackey helps Nancy Thompson and her dog ‘Hope’ (who 
always rides with Nancy) get ready for their race. Bottom right, Sarah Gatchell flys 
through the course helping the ‘Township Troopers’ win the fastest time trophy.
 Bottom left, David Stell riding for the Port Perry Star ‘Super Stars’ and centre 
left, Bob Brownson, Julianne Bouwhuis and Anne Bouwhuis serving bacon on a bun.

Aqua Splash
Rotary event
whips up the

waves on 
Lake Scugog
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 There were lots of smiles and happy people at last 
month’s 17th annual Aquarama event held along the 
shoreline of Lake Scugog in Port Perry. Fortunately the 
predicted rain stayed away and riders had a great day.
 The Rotary Club of Port Perry’s Aquarama regulars 
were challenged this year by a new course layout and an 
infestation of weeds, but it didn’t deter anyone.
 New first time riders, although apprehensive on their 
first time out, came back to shore with the traditional 
Aquarama “I did it!” grin and scrambled to shore to the 
cheers and hugs of teammates.
 Thanks to the participants, sponsors and volunteers 
this year’s Aquarama was another success, raising $11,625 
for childrens’ charities. Results are as follows:

Aquarama a huge success

Fastest Individual Time
  - Andrew Liney at 1:20
Fastest Team Time 
  - Township Troopers - 8:26
“Spledge” (team time minus
  pledge bonus) - RIPP at 7:14
Highest Individual Pledges
  1. Dr. Bob Allin
  2. Bob Smith
  3. Richard Gauder
  4. Kim Marren
  5. Frank Baxter

Highest Team Pledges
  - Devonport Divas
Most Unusual Ride 
  - Rubber Chicken Award to 
  Teresa Wallace
Best Costume - Shelaine 
Blunsdon
The Chuck Dewhirst  
Memorial Award for the 
Most Entertaining Ride to 
Amanda Keeler

ELECT CHUCK MERCIER
for MAYOR Scugog Township

EXPERIENCE                        
. Worked along side Municipal, Provincial 
and Federal Governments for the past 
15 years at the executive and advisory level

. Managed over 1000 staff

. Fiscal Responsibilities 

. Certifi ed Municipal Manager

905-982-8811
www.chuckmercier.ca
email: chuckmercier2010@yahoo.ca

Rotary Club
OF PORT PERRY

Thank you to all
volunteers, participants

and sponsors who
helped to make

Aquarama 2010 A SUCCESS!!
Thank you to all our Gold Sponsors

Crabby Joe’s
Emmerson Insurance

Home Hardware
Michael Fowler Law Office

Sobey’s
Taylor Forder Insurance

Vos’ Independent
Westshore Village

Book your team for 2011
www.aquarama.ca
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 She also admires how well her children have adapted 
and accepted her often hectic work schedule, “They ap-
preciate what I do – they respect it,” she says. “If they tell 
me it’s important, I’ll be there, which is a lot of respon-
sibility for kids to have,” she explains, referring to her 
children’s ability to decide when she needs to sign out of 
emergency. Merrilee also adds, “but I’m sensitive with the 
kids. I want them to know that they’re a priority.” 
 Of course, Merrilee says she can’t forget her brother, 
Doug, who has always been “very generous to the medi-
cal community.” She credits her brother for not only being 
the one to encourage her to come to Port Perry, but for 
also being there whenever she needs a hand. 

 “I probably overuse him as a pharmacist,” she laughs. 
“But he’s the type of guy you can call when you’re in a 
tight spot.”
 Like Merrilee, Doug holds a special place in his heart 
for teaching. As chair of the hospital foundation, he’s 
often working with trainees and teaching pharmaceuti-
cal interns. As Merrilee jokes, “he likes to wine and dine 
them by donating his boat and his home.”
 Aside from the great support team Dr. Merrilee 
Brown has, she says the most important thing to her is 
quality family time and Port Perry has provided the ideal 
platform for that. She and her husband are currently 
working on restoring their 140-year-old home to make it 
“kid central.” 
 “I wanted to live in a place where kids could come 
by to skate and have hot chocolate and where cookies 
were always in the freezer,” she says, before joking that 
they nicknamed the house “Cochrane Community Sports 
Centre.” 
 Looking out her kitchen window, with her freshly-
baked brownies in hand, she sighs, “we have a really fun, 
good life here.”

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 37

Next month - Part 9
Dr.  Kerri Bestwww.scugogchamber.ca

905-985-4971

Did you know the chamber 
has a board room available 
for rent for your company 

meetings?

YOUR NEIGHBOU
R
S

O
W

NE
D & OPERATED BY

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry
Support our Local Farms!

great meals start at 
Vos’ Independent

GET THE KIDS TO THEIR PRACTICE ON TIME!!
Whipping up a healthy meal for a hectic family lifestyle is not easy.
It’s time to sign up for after school activities and these busy 
schedules call for meals requiring little or no preparation. 
Preserve valuable family time together by picking up healthy, 
pre-made foods from the our grocery store and eat together at home. 

Take advantage of these consumer’s top quick meal picks:
• Pre-washed salad greens and other vegetables
• Prepared whole chicken dinners  • Pre-made sandwiches 
• Fresh store made pizza  • Deli meats and salads  • Frozen entrees  

Quick Meals for Families On The Go

PICK UP  YOUR
BEAUTIFUL FALL 
FLOWERS NOW!
AVAILABLE IN A 
WIDE VARIETY 
OF COLOURS.
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Whether you are looking to get together with friends or meet new ones, try 

we have many interesting and educational activities right here in Scugog.

              #41 Port Perry 
Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps

Invites you to:
• Become a Leader • Learn Survival Skills
• Be Physically Fit • Learn to play Bagpipes or Drums
• Travel across Canada • Travel around the World
• Receive Training $ Bonuses $ in Summer
CHALLENGE YOURSELF - 
AND ALL THE ABOVE WILL BE YOURS!
#41 Cadets have earned trips to Banff,  Calgary,
New York City,  Australia,  Mount Everest!  No Charge!

Start up is September 15, 6:30 p.m.
 Youth 12-19 years of age - No Fees!  
Wednesday Evenings  – 6:30-9:00 p.m. Band Practice Monday Evenings
Port Perry High School Port Perry Legion Branch 419

For further information contact:

CO Capt. Mark Hlozan   905-985-2080
or email: mark.hlozan@sympatico.ca

Yoga - All Levels
Tuesday, September 7 

10 - 11:30am / 5:15 - 6:45pm / 7 - 8:30pm
Thursday, September 9

10 - 11:30am / 4 - 5:30pm / 6 - 7:30pm

Chakra/Meditation Course
Monday, September 13:  7 - 9pm

Friday, September 17: 10 - 12 noon
* * *  O N E  D A Y  C O U R S E  * * *

 Reiki l   The Alignment
Saturday, Sept. 18 or Monday, Sept. 20 

or Friday, Oct. 8,   9am - 5pm
Reiki l l   The Keys

Friday, Sept. 17 or Saturday, Oct. 16 
or Saturday, Oct. 30,  9am - 5pm

~ Alternate dates available ~

Journey
of the Heart

Yoga - All Levels
of the Heart

 Contact Marg: 905-985-1655
iamayogi@powergate.ca

Enhance Your Health and Well-being 
Through Regular Practice of Tai Chi

 The Port Perry location of the Canadian Tai Chi Academy teaches a 
form of tai chi which focuses on the physical and mental well-being of the 
student. Our tai chi  provides a continuous learning process which works 
to keep the body strong and fl exible and the mind challenged and alert. 

Regular practice of this art allows the body to rejuvenate itself 
naturally and  students may notice a reduction of stress, improvement in 
balance and sleep and increased energy. Many students report a reduction 
in the effects of arthritis and other chronic illnesses.

Dr. Oz (Toronto Star July 10) cites studies that identify the many 
benefi ts of tai chi. We invite you to join one of our classes to experience 
them yourself.

For more information call: 
Beth at 905-985-2062
Visit www.canadiantaichiacacademy.org   
Please see our ad on page 47.

Back to Basics Fitness
At Walk The Dog Health & Fitness we know this; no pill or shake 

will help you achieve better health than plain old healthy eating and a 
great exercise routine.  

What you need to know is this. With 26 years of certifi ed personal/
group exercise training, 12 years as a RN treating obesity, cancer, 
diabetes, geriatrics, cardio/respiratory illness and orthopaedics you 
are teaming up with a professional whose fi rst priority is your safety. 
A proven reputation for unique, challenging exercises using up to date 
techniques and equipment you will be pushed to YOUR own individual 
limits, as a beginner or a hard core exercise lover. 

For class times, to book an appointment or see our 850 sq ft 
Seagrave studio call:
Kim McCann - 905-985-0864
kimberleyannemccann@gmail.com
www.walkthedogfi t.ca
Please see our ad on page 47.



FALL

 Looking for a way to pass the long winter days?  Come and join the
fun at Port Perry Community Curling Club.  Curling is a fun and social 
sport for people of all ages.  The various league times allow members to 
fi t exercise into their schedules while spending time 
with family and friends at the Club.

 New to the sport?  No problem!  Free Learn-To-Curl Clinics staffed 
by qualifi ed instructors offer afternoon and evening sessions in early 
October before the season starts.  Instruction is provided for young 
people when they join the Youth Leagues.  Practice ice and refresher 
courses are offered throughout the winter season. 

 New curlers are always welcome.  Special rates apply for fi rst time 
curlers and free instruction is available along with the use of Club 
equipment during the fi rst schedule.

 Registration nights are Monday, September 13th and Tuesday, 
September 14th from 7-9 p.m. at the Club, 483 Bay Street.  Drop in for a 
social evening to meet the various League Reps and other members.

The Pro Shop, under new management, called Last Rock Curling Co.  
will be open for your curling needs.  Come and check us out!
For more information call:

Lynn, Membership Chairperson
905 985-5690 / 905 985-7972
www.portperrycurling.com

See our ads on pages 44 & 46.

Come Out and Enjoy a Winter Sport!

FOR  INNER  PEACE

Yoga
with Mark

905.439.2521
For further information 

please call

Walk-ins Welcome!

Starts
September 14

Tuesday Evenings
7:30 - 9:00 pm

25 Sessions

BLACKSTOCK
United Church Hall

(Church Street)

Registration is the 
fi rst night so 

please come early.

905-706-0621 • PortPerryLamaze.com

2-day Weekend
Lamaze Prenatal Classes

Available at the
Lakeridge Health Port Perry Hospital

Book early and
SAVE $50
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REGISTRATION
Wednesday,  Sept. 8,  2010
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Scout Hall, Simcoe Street
Youth Programs 5-26 yrs.

For more information call Debby at

1st Port Perry Scouts

Rovers

Venturers

Scouts  

Cubs

Beavers 

Adult Leaders and Volunteers Welcome!

905-985-7687   www.scouts.ca

Wednesdays starting Sept. 15 - Nov. 24,  6:30 - 8:30 pm.  
Emmanuel Community Church
1680 Reach Road., Port Perry 
Call 905-985-4441 to Register!

$15.00 program fee includes: Dinner/11 sessions/Workbook
Child Care provided (Age 5 to Grade 5)

Other programs offered throughout the year: Alpha, Nooma, Bible 101, Marriage Course.

DIVORCE  HURTS It Hurts to Lose
Someone

Value 
Packed

Parenting
Course

Find Help at
DivorceCare

For people who 
are separated or 

divorced.

GriefShare
You don’t have to go 
through the grieving 

process alone.

The Parenting
Course

Suitable for single 
parents or couples with 

children up to 18

Generally accepted as the most ancient of dance forms, bellydance
is rooted in the Goddess Era when women assisted each other during 
childbearing by encouraging shimmy and undulating movements. Later, 
bellydance became part of temple worship, and eventually,  entertainment 
during celebrations and festivals.

There is a  renewed interest in bellydance, as women discover 
its  many health benefi ts . During the warm up, the stretching and 
strengthening of muscles from head to toe, prepare the body to learn to 
move like a bellydancer. Most people leave class feeling like they’ve had a 
wonderful massage. During class, the challenge of isolating muscle groups 

and learning the many dance steps require focus, and personal tensions 
tend to melt away.  

Once the basics are learned, there is endless variety in bellydance 
movements and room for creativity. Lakeside Bellydance Studio offers the 
perfect setting for such an experience.

Lakeside Bellydance Studio
12 Williams Point Rd., Caesarea
905-986-4524
See our ad on page 46 

Learn to Bellydance
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Scugog Christian School

Discovering, learning, serving, growing …. in Him!

STILL ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS
FOR 2010 SCHOOL YEAR

Affordable Private Schooling in Port Perry!
JK - Gr. 8

A positive place to grow! 

905.985.3741
www.scugogchristianschool.com

Little Rocks  7-12 yrs.  
Tuesdays at  4:00 p.m. 
October 26th until March 2011
Bantams & Juniors  13-19 yrs. 
Mondays  4:00 p.m. 
October 18th to March 2011
Qualifi ed Instructors on hand
Registration fee $75.00 (+hst) 
FOR THE SEASON

Information:  Little Rocks, call Mary: 905-985-3278
                        Bantams & Juniors, call Diana: 905-982-0446

TO REGISTER:
Bring your child on
Monday, Sept. 13th or Tuesday, 
Sept. 14th from 7 to 9 p.m. to the
Curling Club,
483 Bay Street, Port Perry

YOUTH CURLING 
 IN PORT PERRY

Tech for Tots - 3 to 5 years
Child-friendly computer basics.     10:00 to 10:30 am
Preschool Story Time - 3 to 5 years
Stories, songs and crafts.              10:30 to 11:15 am 
Parent & Tot – 1 to 3 years 
Tuesdays & Wednesdays               
Fun songs, stories and activities.   11:15 to 11:45 am  
Baby Time   Thursdays           11:15 to 11:45 am

FALL SESSION: 
September 14th - October 7th 

Choose from Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday mornings.

 231 Water St., Port Perry
905-985-7686

www.scugoglibrary.ca

popular line up of early literacy programs 
for toddlers & preschoolers.

Call or visit the Library for more 
information or to register:

FALL
PO

RT
 P

ER
RY FAMILY

KARATE
FREE KARATE LESSONS
FOR NEW STUDENTS*

Classes are every Sunday and Tuesday beginning
September 7, 7:00 - 8:30 pm
FALL REGISTRATION: September 7, 6:30 pm
Latcham Community Centre
Queen and Water St., Port Perry 905-986-5071

905-985-9167*For Pre-registration & Information please call:

1974 - 2010

Yoga with Mark
Yogi Avaraja (Mark Shaw) has studied under the guidance of Yoga 

Master Hari Aum Tat Sat for seven years by attending the Temple of the 
Sound of Silence.

In the fall of 2002, Mark explored expanding his credentials by 
working towards his certifi cation in the Eastern Philosophy of Hatha 
Yoga, which involves caring for the physical body through yoga 
postures and use of correct breathing.

Yoga with Mark offers adult-beginner classes in Hatha Yoga for ages 
15 and up. This hour and a half class consists of fi ve elements including 
the Classic Relaxation Pose, Gradual Stretching, Yoga Postures, Correct 
Breathing and Visualizations, while maintaining a multi-level structure 
in order to accommodate both beginners and those who have offered 
yoga before. 

The supportive and inviting environment preserves an open 
atmosphere for anyone to join. 
Call Mark today 905-439-2521
Please see our ad on page 42
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Take back your life.

905 985-4147
dmsm@powergate.ca
www.mayahealingarts.com

905 985-4147905 985-4147
dmsm@powergate.cadmsm@powergate.ca
www.mayahealingarts.comwww.mayahealingarts.com

905 985-4147
dmsm@powergate.ca
www.mayahealingarts.com

YOGA CLASSES (all levels)
Mon. 1:30 - 2:30 pm.

5:00 - 6:00 pm.
Tues. 6:30 - 7:30 pm.

Thurs. 7:45 - 8:45 pm.
Meditation

Thurs. 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
Reiki 1 Certi! cation

Sept. 11 & 12 or Oct. 2 & 3

Free Healing ExchangeFree Healing Exchange

Taoist Tai Chi Society Celebrating 40 Years
 As the International Taoist Tai Chi Society celebrates its 40th year,

its Port Perry members have joined with 40,000 other members in 26
countries in a year-long celebration marked by festivals, public demon-
strations of  Taoist Tai Chi™ internal arts of health, and several Grand 
Openings as more and more people come to learn this special health art.

For 15 years the society has offered classes at the Latcham Centre in 
Port Perry.

Taoist Tai Chi Society instructors volunteer their time, and are 
responsible for continuing to learn and upgrade their knowledge following 
the example set by their founder, Master Moy Lin-shin, a Taoist monk who 
immigrated to Canada from Hong Kong and began teaching the health 
aspects of his art to all those who wanted to learn.
For more information: 
905-985-3355 or www.taoist.org
Please see our ad on page 43.

Competition & Practice Dresses
Accessories

       New Skates
Consignment Dress & Skate Sales

Maureen Dowson
14620 Old Scugog Rd., 
Blackstock
905-986-0177

Skater’s Corner
The

What if you were told:
•  there was a dynamic, structured youth program offering Canadian youth a 

variety of interesting and challenging activities?
•  this same program develops in youth an increased level of self-confi dence, 

self-esteem and self-awareness?
•  a cadet’s hard work can earn a variety of rewards in return for their 

commitment, dedication and participation?
•   It is not a preparation for a military career.

Summer training, international travel, scholarships, bursaries, trophies 
and certifi cates are just a few of the many attractive rewards. The most 
notable being the fun, challenge and friends.

There is defi nite value in having well-rounded, community-minded, 
experienced young people who are ready to assume their places as 
tomorrow’s leaders and decision-makers.
Visit: www.cadets.ca or call: 905-985-2080
Please see our ad on page 41.

Welcome to the Cadet Program

GRADES 4, 5 & 6
Learn the basic skills of volleyball, 
sportsmanship & team play.

Tuesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 pm 
September 28 - November 16
Cartwright Central Public School  

Thursdays from 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
September 30 - November 18
Good Shepherd Catholic School

Ask about 
Club Volleyball for Girls & Guys - Age 14+

REGISTER IN PERSON:

September 20 & 23 - 6:30 - 7:30 pm at Good Shepherd

September 21 & 22 - 7:00 - 8:00 pm at Cartwright

Email Wilma - wilma@xplornet.com
905-986-4602

PANTHERS VOLLEYBALL CLUB

COST:
$75.00

Family Karate Celebrating 36 Years
Discover your true physical and mental potential at Port Perry Wado Kai Family

Karate. Karate develops physical conditioning. It builds strength and endurance, as well 
as developing balance, coordination and fl exibility.

Karate helps you build confi dence, concentration, improve your self-esteem and 
helps you deal with stress. Karate is also an excellent supplement to other Sporting and 
Recreational activities.

At Port Perry Wado Kai Family Karate we offer expert instruction, economical and 
family rates. There are no contracts.

Port Perry Wado Kai Family Karate is celebrating 36 years of instruction in 
Port Perry, 1974 – 2010. and is offering FREE KARATE LESSONS* for all new students. *Call 
for details.

Classes are Sunday and Tuesday: 7:00 - 8:30pm starting September 7, 2010.
Fall Registration is Tuesday September 7,  6:30pm.  
For Pre-registration and information call: 
Port Perry Wado Kai
905-986-5071 or 905-985-9167
Please see our ad on page 44.
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Call Lynn Hoey for more information.
905-985-5690  /  905-985-7972
www.portperrycurling.com • info@portperrycurling.com

P O RT  P E R RY 
C O M M U N I T Y  C U R L I N G  C L U B

Sunday Sept. 26th
FUN CURLING

from 2-4 pm.

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING - 7pm

Curling. Give it a Shot!
REGISTRATION & SOCIAL
Sept. 13 & 14,  7 - 9 pm  
Pro Shop Open – Under New Management
Port Perry Community Curling Club,
483 Bay Street, Port Perry
LEARN TO CURL
Novice & Beginner
Sept. 27 & 29, Oct. 5 & 7,  6 - 7:30 pm
LADIES INSTRUCTION 
& REFRESHER
October 5 & 6, 12 & 13,  12:30 - 3 pm

FREE!

FREE!
NEW CURLERS WELCOME 

SPECIAL RATES!

UNLIMITED CLUB CURLING
(Pay Highest League Fee)

BREAK THE ICE!
Meet old friends and make new ones.

ADULT LEAGUES
Competitive, Mens, Ladies, Mixed, 
Business Women, Senior Mixed

Call for details: 905-982-0333
 www.carving.on.ca

WOODCARVING
CLASSES

Starting 3rd Week in Sept.
Beginners and Intermediates Welcome

FALL

Learn to skate, keep fi t, have fun!
The Port Perry Skating Club, proudly celebrating its 52nd year in 

Port Perry, offers children from as young as 3 years old the opportunity to 
learn to skate and to improve their skating skills in a fun and professional 
environment. The Skate Canada programs are run by professionally 
trained, experienced coaches, registered with Skate Canada. The Canskate 
program is an excellent way to learn to skate for budding hockey players 
and fi gure skaters alike, or to simply learn a new skill! 

The fi gure skating programs can be competitive or recreational, 
depending on the skater’s wishes. Our synchronized skating teams, the 
Snow Angels, compete at 3 skill levels, from beginner to experienced 
skater, all in an enjoyable team environment. 

We offer something for everyone, so come and see us at one of the 
registration days, or visit us at
905-985-0568     www.portperryskatingclub.com
Please see our ad on page 48.

Introductory, Beginner & Intermediate
New dance studio: 12 Williams Point Road, Caesarea

For more information and to register call Janet at: 905-986-4524
* WARNING: This ancient dance form can be highly addictive
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New
         * TRX

Suspension Training…
* Chair classes

(great butt workout)…
* Pilate Strength
Training classes…

* TRI 90
(90 min. of pure 

exhaustion)
* Silver Strength

* Stretch 
& Flexibility

Personal Training with a common sense approach
Fitness classes and personal training sessions provided

For class times/fees/book a training session or more information call:
Kim McCann, RN  905-985-0864

kimberleyannemccann@gmail.com     www.walkthedogfi t.ca

Walk The Dog 
Health & Fitness

At Scugog Christian school we seek to educate the whole child
- mind, body and spirit.  Our caring, qualifi ed and committed teachers 
provide students with an excellent well-rounded education.  
The curriculum that is used corresponds with Ministry of Education 
expectations and integrates a Christian perspective into the various 
subject areas.  Smaller class sizes provide a greater opportunity for 
teachers to get to know individual students and to assist them 
in developing necessary skills, knowledge and attitudes.  Some of 
the unique opportunities for your child include: 
   * Positive, nurturing environment
   * Small class sizes, low teacher/student ratio
   *  Bright, well equipped facilities including gymnasium, computer 

lab, library
   * Band program begins in Grade 5
   * Co-operative playground atmosphere

Tuition at Scugog Christian School is based on a *Family Rate* and 
fi nancial assistance is available to interested families. 

Call the school to fi nd out more information and to book a tour.  
905-985-3741    www.scugogchristianschool.com
Please see our ad on page 44.

Scugog Christian School - 
“A Positive Place to Grow”

The YMCA thanks all the readers who voted us the #1 Best Child Care 
and Best Children’s programs in Port Perry.

 Our Ontario Early Years program offers a variety of services for 
parents/caregivers and their children from birth to six.  We can help 
new parents get ready for a baby’s arrival, build new parenting skills and 
point the way toward other community resources.

 The Good Shepherd YMCA Childcare Centre provides quality 
childcare for children ages 2 ! - 12 years of age.  We offer a unique, play-
based curriculum for children that helps build the physical, emotional, 
cognitive and social foundations for major life skills. 

 The staff at YMCA Child Care Centres are highly trained and have 
access to the latest educational tools and processes to provide you with 
the best possible service in Port Perry.

 The YMCA also offers year-round programs for children including 
camp, after-school programs and more. 

 The YMCA is a charity offering opportunities for personal growth, 
community involvement and leadership.  Our vision is for our community 
to be home to the healthiest children, teens and young adults. 
Thank you for making us #1!
For more information, visit our website at: 
www.ymcagta.org  or call
905-985-2824 / 905-985-7829
Please see our ad on page 48.

We’re #1 in Child Care

Port Perry 

Tai Chi
OPEN HOUSE
Monday September 13
6:00 - 7:30 pm

A Location of the 
Canadian

Tai Chi Academy

 Since 1992

Information or Pre-registration:
Beth Kendall 905-985-2062

BEGINNERS’ CLASSES START:
Thurs. Sept. 16, 1:00 pm
Mon. Sept. 20, 6:00 pm

REGULAR CLASSES:
Mondays at 7:15 pm
Thursdays at 2:30 pm

AND REGISTRATION
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FALL

Learn to Skate program for all ages 
from 3 and up, as well as ! gure skating 

and synchronized programs.
All levels taught by quali! ed professional coaches.

Fall Canskate and Preschool 
Learn to Skate programs begin: 
SEPTEMBER 21 AND 23.
Lesson times:
Tuesdays 6:40,  Thursdays 5:30 

Register at the Registration Fair 
Sunday September 12, Noon - 3pm
Register at the Arena
Monday September 13, 4 - 5:30pm
Tuesday September 14,  6 - 8pm
Thursday September 16, 6 - 8pm
Register during the ! rst week of lessons
or online at www.portperryskatingclub.com

SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN
4+ YEARS

Meeting your child’s 
speech and language needs.

SERVICES
Articulation, Fluency, 

Voice, Language

MHSC, SLP(C), Reg. CASLPO
Speech-Language Pathologist

Port Perry  905-982-1947

Christine Elizabeth Muir

The YMCA is your top choice for Best Child
Care (2 1/2 to 12 years) and Best Children’s 
Programs (2 to 15 years). Our community 
programs, child care centre and Ontario Early 
Years Centre (infancy to 6 years) give your 
children the best possible start in life.

Kathryn Silvestre, Director
Good Shepherd YMCA Child Care Centre

1650 Reach Street, Port Perry
905-985-7829

Vivian O’Neill, Director
YMCA Ontario Early Years and Enrichment

158 Casimir Street, Port Perry
905-985-2824

Weekend Prenatal Classes
 Port Perry Lamaze recognizes that 

today, people are busy and may not be able 
to commit to a 6-week series of pre natal 
classes. So, we offer 2-day prenatal series on 
weekends that covers all the same content in 
a condensed format. 

The classes are taught in an education 
room in a hospital setting by Registered 
Nurses who are Lamaze-Certifi ed Childbirth 
Educators — meaning top-qualifi ed 
instruction with many years of experience. 
The purpose of the classes is to increase the 
confi dence of both women and their support 
person in that birth is a normal, natural 
process. It is also an opportu nity to inform 
expectant parents about current research 
on related topics so they can make informed 
decisions about their birth.
PortPerryLamaze.com
905-706-0621
Please see our ad on page 42.

Looking for something different 
for yourself or your children 

to do this fall? 

Be sure to sign up for one of the many
activities offered in Scugog!
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 When you’re a child, nothing can replace the blissful 
feeling of genuine companionship. 
 Whether it’s a buddy to go skateboarding with, do 
homework with or simply catch up with over a movie, 
having a special someone, apart from a parent or guardian, 
to simply laugh and share thoughts with is invaluable.
 Just ask Aarin Oulton and her brother, Derick Oulton, 
whose eyes light up the second you mention their “Big 
Sister” and “Big Brother.” As members of the Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of North Durham community-based program, 
both Aarin and Derick are more than thrilled to have their 
own special friend and mentor to share their interests with. 
 So while Aarin likes to enjoy ‘girl time’ in the form of 
movie nights with her Big Sister... Derick and his Big Broth-
er can take part in more ‘manly’ excursions, like ice fishing 
on Lake Simcoe, watching “old time hockey” games and 
going out for wings. 
 Though their idea of fun may differ, both children 
agree - without hesitation - that spending time with their 
Big Brother and Big Sister is “awesome!”  
 Their mother, Catherine, is just as ecstatic that Aarin 
and Derick have healthy adult role models to look up to. 
“I’m the type of person that believes you can never have 

too many positive influ-
ences in your life,” she says, 
explaining that after moving 
from New Brunswick and 
not knowing many people, 
“it was nice to have Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters to 
bring them (her children) 
out of their shell.”  
 The notion that a men-
tor can help build a child’s 

self-confidence and resilience is one of the founding princi-
ples of Big Brothers Big Sisters. Children (often referred to 
as “Littles,” are ages 6 to 16) and adult role models (“Bigs,” 
over 18) are matched one-on-one according to personality 
traits and interests. In creating this special bond, the agen-

cy strives to enhance the lives of young people through the 
power of positive, non-judgemental companionship. 
 Located on Simcoe Street, Port Perry, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of North Durham has been “creating friendships 
since 1976” and it prides itself on providing an umbrella of 
support to children, parents and mentors.  

 “We are not trying to replace somebody and we’re 
not suggesting that parents aren’t giving their children 
everything they need,” says Sharon Murdoch, Director of 
Mentoring, speaking about the popular assumption that 
there is a specific family profile for their programs. 
 Whether children are coming from a single parent or 
dual parents, Sharon says, “We’re offering children some-
thing different... we give them exposure to different experi-
ences.” 
 And when it comes to providing guidance and sup-
port for children, the team behind Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of North Durham insists that everyone – no matter their 
age, profession or skill set - has something meaningful to 
contribute. 
 “Here we like to focus on everyone’s great qualities, 
not their deficits,” Sharon explains. With an ever-growing 
wait list of children looking for mentors, Big Brothers and 
Big Sisters, Sharon says she always encourages people to 
reconsider the so-called “barriers” (such as lack of time or 
inexperience with children) that prevent them from getting 
involved. 
 “Anything is better than nothing at all,” she says, add-
ing that in addition to Big Brothers Big Sisters, the agency 

Big Hearts

Big Brothers
Big Sisters

Although each child is different, most 
agree without hesitation that spending 
just a little time with a Big Brother  
or a Big Sister is just “awesome!”

“It was nice to have 
Big Brothers and 
Sisters to bring them 
(her children) out of 
their shell.”

... Catherine (mother)

Please turn to page 50



52  FOCUS - SEPTEMBER 2010   

offers other programs that allow more flexibility with time 
and commitment. 
 In-school mentoring, for instance, is a program that 
runs in partnership with 
the Durham District School 
Board. During school 
hours, volunteer “mentors” 
meet with a “mentee” in 
their school environment 
to participate in fun-filled 
activities that enhance the 
child’s self-esteem and 
school performance. 
 Simply put: one hour, 
once a week with one child. While it may seem like a 
meagre effort, Sharon assures, “A whole dedicated hour is 

“We are offering 
children something 
different - we give 
them exposure to 
new experiences”

... Sharon Murdoch

 Margaret Ayres (Executive Director), Jane Gibbens (In-school Mentor), Aarin Oulton (Little Sister), Bob Shepherd (Mayor of Uxbridge and In-
school Mentor), Derick Oulton (Little Brother), Catherine Oulton (parent), Larry O’Connor (Mayor of Township of Brock and In-school Mentor), 
Sharon Murdoch (Director of Mentoring).

really significant to a child.” 
 Larry O’Connor, Mayor of the Township of Brock, is 
all too familiar with the restraints a busy schedule can 
place on spare time. “I wanted to get involved but knew 
being a Big Brother wouldn’t work,” he says. “The in-
school mentor program appealed to me because it was 
flexible and would work with my schedule.” 
 Larry decided to become a part of the agency’s new 
initiative, Mayors as Mentors. In addition to his role as a 
mentor, he has dedicated his efforts to “spreading the 
good word” at the various political and social functions 
he attends. “ Its incredible role modelling for the commu-
nity,” adds Sharon. “Larry is busy but he finds the time.” 
 Bob Shepherd, Mayor of Uxbridge, (also part of 
Mayors as Mentors) and Jane Gibbens are two in-school 
mentors that insist they get just as much out of the experi-
ence as the children. “I learned how to text!” jokes Bob 

Continued from page 49

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

RAY’S TOWING

PORT PERRY - 905-985-8707
131 NORTHPORT ROAD

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years
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and Jane adds that, while one day she may be learning how to play chess or a 
new computer game, the next day she’s “taking shots” playing hockey.  
 For many volunteers, Sharon explains, spending time with their mentees is 
just like being a kid again. “It allows you to re-explore things you don’t usually 
have time for as an adult,” she says. 
 And while some volunteers initially express concerns about their age being a 
barrier, Sharon insists age is never an issue for children. “Kids are drawn to hon-
esty and genuine people,” she says. “All that matters is that you have the right 
spirit.”
 Bob admits that at first he was apprehensive about the sweeping age gap 
between himself and his mentee. He worried that establishing a connection with 

someone so much 
younger than him 
would be a struggle. 
“But I realized it’s 
about sharing what 
you have,” he says. 
“I’m young at heart,” 
he says with a laugh. 

 He remembers the moment his mentee reassured him that age was not a bar-
rier. It was a typical Thursday afternoon meeting and his mentee had just taught 
him how to send and receive texts. After their meeting, on his way back to work, 
Bob received a text from his mentee that read, “I really love this Thursday thing.” 
Instantly, Bob says all his initial anxieties were lifted.     
 Although Bob and countless other volunteers prove that age is not a barrier, 
other concerns, such as a lack of experience with children, might make an indi-
vidual feel unsuited for the role. If such is the case, in-school mentoring provides 
an extra backbone of support for volunteers.  
 As a mentor to two mentees, one at Joseph Gould School and another at Goodwood School, Jane Gibbens knows 
from personal experience just how proactive some schools are with the mentoring program. She says that because the 
school board has recognized the importance of the program, the guidance volunteers receive from the school staff makes 
the experience all the more enjoyable. 
 “The teachers are really great,” she says, adding that, 
with the in-school mentoring program in particular, volun-
teers have that extra cushion of support from the school.      
 And it is the increased assistance of the school staff - in-
cluding a designated “school liaison” in charge of match-
ing mentors and mentees and who regularly monitors and 
reports back to the agency - that brings an added comfort 
for those who may be new to volunteering. 
 In fact, as Sharon explains, it is very common for people 
to use mentoring as the “first step in getting involved.” Af-
ter familiarizing themselves with the agency and witness-
ing first-hand how fulfilling and enjoyable it is to dedicate 
their time to a child, many volunteers transition over to the 
more traditional, community-based program. 
 While the mentoring program requires a commitment of 
at least one school year, Sharon says the hope is that a suc-
cessful match will continue for many years. “We strive for 
a knock out of the park!” she says, referring to the careful 
process of matching a child and adult. “Mentors and men-
tees are paired based on intentions and interests,” she says. 
“We take all considerations into account, including lifestyle 
and interests, which is why we have a long wait list.” 
 Sharon also adds that the agency does not simply match 
a prospective child with the most recent volunteer. “There 
is a lot of faith in the agency. We have a lot of responsibil-
ity and we take serious action towards mentoring,” she 
explains. 
 When going through the process of matching a child 

 The city lights will be illu-
minating Port Perry’s skies on 
September 25th, as Sensational 
Signs, throws its third-annual 
“Viva Las Vegas” night charity-
event to raise funds for Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of North Durham. 
 The event will take place at 
12780 Simcoe St., and will run 
from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m.  
 This year organizers plan to 
wow their guests again with fresh 
themed hors d’oeuvres, a live 
band, silent auction, blackjack 
tables and the king of rock him-
self, Elvis.
 Anyone wishing to purchase 
tickets to “Viva Las Vegas III” 
please call 905-982-0881.

Viva Las Vegas
Big Brothers/Sisters

charity event

Mayors Larry O’Connor and Bob 
Shepherd make the time to take part 
in the Big Brothers Big Sisters Assoc. 
“Mayors As Mentors” program 

Please turn to page 52

Proudly producing farm fresh 
fruits, vegetables and 
natural beef.

Durham 21
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WILLOWTREE FARM

Manchester

N 975 Regional Rd. 21 
Port Perry

905-985-4973
Open Daily

Sun-Fri: 8am - 7pm
Saturday: 8am - 6pm

www.willowtreefarm.ca

Our freezers are stocked full 
of Willowtree Farm natural 
beef and local pork – 
all hormone and antibiotic free!

Willowtree 
Farm

pasture raised 
natural chicken!

&

NEW!
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Windows 
& Doors

For
New Home 

Construction 
And Your

Renovation 
Projects

Your first choice in quality,
design and performance.

• Sales and Expert Custom Installation

Visit our showroom at:
193 North Street,

Port Perry
1-800-788-0270
905-985-4910  

OPPERS
Windows & Doors
Est. 1985

and volunteer, “we rely very heavily on references,” says 
Sharon. “The interview process allows us to use our own 
judgements but the parent’s impression is paramount.”
 As a foundation that receives no government funding, 
Sharon and her co-worker Executive Director, Margaret 
Ayres, rely heavily on the success of their fundrais-
ing events, such as ‘Wing Night,’ which sells out every 
February and ‘Bowl for Kid’s Sake,’ which successfully 
brought in $10,000 in 2004. The agency is also thankful 
for its generous corporate sponsors, including Investor’s 
Group, Dana’s Goldsmithing, Trimark, AOL, and Muttart 
Foundation. 
  Upcoming events that are open to the community in-
clude a picnic in Oshawa’s Lakeview Park on September 
19th. With a BBQ, activities and games, “it’s a great op-
portunity for parents and mentors to meet,” explains Sha-
ron, adding that the event encourages families to come 
out and learn all about the agency’s various programs. 
 Tickets for the organization’s first ‘Halloween Masca-
rade Party’ will be available in September. All community 
members are more than welcome to attend.
 In addition to monetary funds, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of North Durham is also in need of material dona-
tions, such as toys, games, books and school supplies. 
 Such items can be dropped off at their office location: 
15585 Simcoe Street, Port Perry (Scout Hall). For more 
information, call 905-985-3733.

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

SEE OUR GREAT TRUCK DISPLAY AT THE PORT PERRY FAIR*

Drop in the dealership 
on Friday Sept. 3rd from 

1:30 to 5:30pm to see
The Bounty Hunter 

Monster Truck.
Bring the kids and 

the camera.

*Labour Day Weekend

10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry
905-985-8474
www.gusbrownportperry.com 

Continued from page 51
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 Let’s just suppose you asked a dozen soon-to-be retirees 
– “what indulgence would you like to acquire once you 
leave full-time work? You can be  sure you’ll hear 
twelve answers that are different from the one 
longtime Scugog Township resident Jerry Taylor 
would give you.  
 Posed with that question, some people 
might aspire to swing a new set of golf 
clubs, join a leisure-time organization, or 
perhaps even hitch up a recreational ve-
hicle to travel the country. But how many 
do you think would single out purchasing 
a bulldozer?
 I’m thinking only one.
 That’s just what Jerry Taylor did fol-
lowing his decision to retire from public 
service and private business a number of 
years back.
 “I have kids in construction trades, so 
I enjoy going out to the sites and pitching 
in with the ’dozer,” he chuckles. “Taking 

Scugog’s second mayor guided the township  
for a decade before retiring from a political 
career that spanned 17 years 

 In last month’s issue of Focus on Scugog we introduced you to Lawrence Malcolm, the man that was at the 
helm when the four communities of Port Perry, Scugog Island, Reach and Cartwright Townships were merged 
to form Scugog Township. Continuing our series, “Your Worship,” this month we introduce the second man to 
become mayor of Scugog Township. Jerry Taylor led the community for  
10 years, after defeating the incumbent mayor, in 1978.

JERRY 
TAYLOR

Please turn to page 54
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out trees, leveling gravel, stripping topsoil – great fun!”
 It’s understandable – how the simple pleasures of 
those physical activities might appeal to a man who 
spent decades extracting compromise from fellow 
politicians and committee members.  And like many 
retirees, he gravitated to an activity marking “a sharp 
left turn” from his professional pursuits.
 But we’re getting ahead of ourselves. Buying and 
operating a bulldozer marks the “new beginning” of 
Jerry’s story, but we’ve so far neglect-
ed its early and middle parts.
 Scugog’s second mayor, Jerry 
Taylor, didn’t at first aspire to politi-
cal office. Neither did he set his sights 
on rural living. In fact, he started his 
working life well away from both, 
serving on the Metro Toronto Police 
Force.
 Growing up around Malton, in the 
west end of Toronto, he attend high 
school in nearby Brampton. It was 
while attending high school he met 
Sandra and after graduating, the young 
couple married.
 Jerry had worked at a variety of jobs 
until he decided to join the police force 
when he was 21-years-old, but this 
career lasted only five years.
 By the mid-60’s, the young officer began to yearn for 
a less stressful lifestyle in a more pastoral setting. Draw-
ing on pleasant childhood memories of summers spent 
on his grandparents’ dairy farm, Jerry and his wife 
Sandra, and their four boys relocated to 200 acres on 
Scugog Island. A herd of 45 cows made theirs a working 
farm and at 27 years of age, it made Jerry the youngest 
dairy farmer on the island.
 “As newcomers, we were well received,” he remem-
bers. “We joined a quiet, laid-back community, and it’s a 
decision we’ve never regretted.”
 Jerry recalls there were many times at the early 
stages of his farming career that he sometimes won-
dered if he had made the right decision.
 “Working seven days a week was quite an experi-

Mayor Jerry Taylor - 1978

ence, but it was a great enviroment to raise a family since 
everyone had to chip in and help,” he says. 
 Fate sometimes conspires with opportunity.  Jerry’s 
farming neighbours, perhaps sensing latent ability, nomi-
nated him as their representative on the Ontario County 
Milk Marketing Board. Two years later, they approached 
him with another request, this time for the role of council-
lor on the former Scugog Island council.
     In 1974, with politics and farming keeping Jerry busy, 
Sandra decided to open a clothing store on Water St. called 

Country Classics. The store sold jeans and 
fashion for the younger generation. A few 
years later she expanded with another 
location on Queen St., catering to a more 
mature customer.
      As his interest shifted more to local 
politics, after 14 years operating the farm, 
the Taylors sold their cattle and property in 
1980.
       Jerry served seven years as Scugog 
Island’s representative, before making the 
decision to seek the township’s top politi-
cal position.  “The next thing I knew, I was 
running for mayor,” he says with a smile.
        Jerry would hold this post and lead 
Scugog Township through multiple terms 
starting in 1978, defeating the incumbent 
Mayor Lawrence Malcolm.
        “It was one of the most exciting and 

rewarding points of my political career,” he recalled.
       “After I’d served as mayor for ten years, I decided to 
retire. I enjoyed it, but politics wasn’t my full-time job and 
was quite time-consuming,” he admitted.
 Jerry’s explanation of the intricacies of the position of-
fers some insight into why he was so effective at it.
 “It was often a challenge, getting from A to B, having 
to zigzag as differing opinions weighed in. Everyone had 
his or her own agenda, so it was necessary to constantly 
massage initiatives in order to get results.  I guided that 
process, but ultimately the people, through their represent-
atives, made the decision.”
 Part of the role, during his time on council and as 
mayor, included membership on a number of community-

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

• Windows
• Doors
• Siding
• Sunrooms

Continued from page 53
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Renovating? There is no need to leave the Scugog 
area to become inspired, enlightened, informed 
and energized. You can get helpful advice, home 
solutions and the newest products for in and around 
your home, right here.

Systems Inc.

DON’T FORGET YOUR
SOFTENER SALT
• Pro’s Pick
• Red-Out
• Diamond Crystal

Family Business Since 1950

7675 Baldwin St., Hwy. 12, 
Brooklin

905-655-4544
LICENCED
BY M.O.E.
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STM ®

CANADIAN

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER

TMFREE WATER TEST

CANADA’S
#1

SOFTENER

Kinetico®

Voted #1
by

DURHAM
BUSINESS

NEWS

Kinetico®

CONSUMER’S
DIGEST

BEST BUY

Please see our ad on page 56.

Mattress
OUTLET
Pillow Pedic 2” Pillow Top

180 Casimir St., Port Perry

905-985-6023

QUEEN $300.
DOUBLE $250.

TWIN $200.

Made in
Canada
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139 Reach Industrial Park Rd., Unit 4, Port Perry

• Wet Basement Repair
• Drainage Systems
• Foundation Repair
•  Dump Truck, Excavating and 

Bobcat Service
• Demolition
• New Basements and Foundations
• Custom Additions
• Landscape and Grading
• Natural Stone Walls/Patio/Steps

House/Cottage Raising Specialist

Fully
Insured

Staff

Many
References

FREE
ESTIMATES

the area for

HOME HONOURED WITH THE ARCHITECTURAL 
CONSERVATION AND CRAFTSMANSHIP AWARD 

FROM HERITAGE SCUGOG.

Contact for FREE
                 ESTIMATE

LAMINATE FLOORING
INSTALLATIONS

905.986.5570
905.982.1925

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING

FULLY INSURED
TRIM INSTALLATIONS

MIKE

Steve

Paint the Town
Painting Services

Let Clear! ow Pumps & Water 
Treatment recommend a system 

that will leave your water
soft, crystal clear, 
odour & worry free

Call for a
Free Water Analysis by a WQA 

Certi! ed Water Specialist

905-985-2008
 1-888-793-9581

www.clear! ow.ca

Is hard water, staining, odour or taste 
affecting the quality of your tap water?

Water Softeners
Ultra Violet Lights
Reverse Osmosis Systems
Chlorination Systems
Iron - Sulphur - Methane Gas
Removal Systems
Replacement Filters & Bulbs
Jet & Submersible Pumps
Constant Pressure Systems
Hot Water Tanks
Service & Repair to all makes
Dug & Drilled Well Service
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905-213-2583
Joe Gibson, Blackstock

www.budgetblinds.com/portperry

WE LIVE AND WORK LOCALLY

•  Interlocking Brick
•  Natural and Man-made stonework
•  Snowplowing
•  Lawn Care and Maintenance
•  Skid Steer Services

QUALITY   
CUSTOMER SERVICE
BONDED AND
INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

905-260-2346
•

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

EQUIPMENT LTD.

Serving
Durham Re-
gion since 

$23995
MS 170
Gas Chain Saw
30.1 cc / 1.3 kW

MSRP $249.95 with 16” bar

LIMITED TIME OFFER

FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT
with the purchase of a
participating
STIHL Chain Saw*

*see dealer for details

AN $85 
VALUE!

Please see our ad on page 56.
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WORK.          PLAY.          EXPLORE.
Scout XL 
4 seater

Scout
2 seater

Scout XL 
2 seater

Scout XL 
Camo

Meet the                            - here to help you work, play & explore more.

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD. 14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

renovations done with precision
Your Local Renovation
Experts Specializing in:
• Kitchen and Bath Renovations
• Marble Tile Work
• Custom Cabinets/Furniture
• Door & Window Installation
• Fine Finishing
• Custom Bars and Mantels
• Decks
• Project Management
• Century and Modern Homes
• Renovation Consulting
• Design Service Available

FREE
ESTIMATES

LICENSED & 
FULLY 

INSURED

20 Years Combined Experience

Jason Jake

CELL
905-261-0256

OFFICE
905-985-6058

Would you like to
apprentice as a carpenter?

Call us for more details.

905-985-0715     170 Casimir St., Port Perry    

IMPROVE YOUR HOME THIS FALL
gourmet grills traeger deluxe grills

JAMES PAPIA
Certified Arborist               #SO-4204A

•   Tree Trimming 
& Pruning

•   Tree & 
Stump Removal

•  Arbor Consultation

905-982-1998
treeriffi c@gmail.com

60  FOCUS - SEPTEMBER 2010   



FOCUS - SEPTEMBER 2010  61   

looks just a little apprehensive as one of zoo staff wraps a large 
snake around her during a demonstration with exotic reptiles.

Safari on August 21.

Night Safari at 
Northwood Zoo
 One of Scugog’s best known and most exciting 
destinations, Northwood Zoo, lies along a long, nar-
row road just north of Port Perry.
 Twice a year the popular zoo holds its much 
anticipated Night Safari, where visitors are treated to 
performances by African drummers as well as a bar-
becue and an opportunity to experience the animals 
after dark. Bring your flashlight.
 The first Night Safari this year was held on August 
21 with a large and enthusiastic crowd attending. If 
you missed that one, don’t worry. Mark Saturday, Oc-
tober 9 on your calendar right now so you don’t miss 
the next exciting safari event. 
 Featured below are a couple of pictures from the 
August 21 Safari Night.

See more - NIGHT SAFARI  - pictures at
www.focusonscugog.com

WORK.          PLAY.          EXPLORE.
Scout XL 
4 seater

Scout
2 seater

Scout XL 
2 seater

Scout XL 
Camo

Meet the                            - here to help you work, play & explore more.

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD. 14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

renovations done with precision
Your Local Renovation
Experts Specializing in:
• Kitchen and Bath Renovations
• Marble Tile Work
• Custom Cabinets/Furniture
• Door & Window Installation
• Fine Finishing
• Custom Bars and Mantels
• Decks
• Project Management
• Century and Modern Homes
• Renovation Consulting
• Design Service Available

FREE
ESTIMATES

LICENSED & 
FULLY 

INSURED

20 Years Combined Experience

Jason Jake

CELL
905-261-0256

OFFICE
905-985-6058

Would you like to
apprentice as a carpenter?

Call us for more details.

905-985-0715     170 Casimir St., Port Perry    

IMPROVE YOUR HOME THIS FALL
gourmet grills traeger deluxe grills

JAMES PAPIA
Certified Arborist               #SO-4204A

•   Tree Trimming 
& Pruning

•   Tree & 
Stump Removal

•  Arbor Consultation

905-982-1998
treeriffi c@gmail.com

Also
Available:
12 x 12 
Floor Tiles
3 x 6
Subway
Wall Tiles
Cabinet
Knobs
Fireplace
Face Kits 
& Hearths

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville ON
905-640-6213   •   1-866-421-4425

www.soapstoneontario.com

granite, marble, slate, hanstone, silestone, caesarstone, & zodiac countertops

The perfect countertop for a busy lifestyle.

Visit our showroom for a personal demonstration of the 
benefits of soapstone because…SEEING IS BELIEVING

Monday - Thursday 8-5, Friday 8-4:30

DON’T SETTLE FOR ORDINARY

Aqua Grantique Slate
Aqua Grantique is a dark blue-black stone with marble-like 

veining throughout. Its unique directional mineral composition 
allows the stone to form a three dimensional surface.

Please see our ad on page 58.
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W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

905-436-9090

Whether it’s your family, 
home, business or your 
car, protect what’s 
yours with insurance 
solutions designed 
just for you.

PROTECT

™

 The Scugog Council for the Arts 
(SCA) is excited to announce the 
launch of a very special event in Scu-
gog – the first Scugog Mayor’s Annual 
Gala for the Arts.
 The gala will be held on November 
25 at the Scugog Community Recre-
ation Centre and will include a dinner 
featuring local food, fabulous enter-
tainment and an incredibly tempting 
silent and live auction, showcasing art 
and fine craft.

 The SCA actively works with the 
Township of Scugog to cultivate a 
creative community with a vibrant arts 
scene and cultural economy.
 Recent reports demonstrate that 
Scugog has one of the fastest growing 
arts communities in all of Canada, with 
a 60% increase in artists between 2001 
and 2006.
 The SCA plays a vital role in mak-
ing Scugog an arts friendly community, 
economically and socially, and this 

inaugural annual fundraiser will 
play a vital role in allowing the 
SCA to continue to cultivate a 
creative community in Scugog.
 Tickets and sponsorships are 
now available and selling quickly! 
Book your table now and check 
out the latest silent auction dona-
tions and sponsor lists by visiting 
www.scugogmayorsgala.ca or 
contact the SCA at 905-982-2121.

 The Scugog Shores Muse-
um is hosting its popular Mur-
der Mystery Evening on Septem-
ber 10, starting at 7:30 p.m. 
 It’s  Open House night at 
Villain High School and friends 
and family are invited to come 
and celebrate the students’ ac-
complishments. Drop in to the 
drama club led by Dracula, or 
perhaps see what the Herbol-
ogy club members (Poison Ivy, 
Cat Woman, and the Headless 
Horseman) have been up to.  
 The evening, full of many 
surprising twists and turns, is 
fun for all adults. Please bring 
your own flashlight. Tickets are 
$15 and must be purchased in 
advance by calling 905-985-8698 
ext. 103. or emailing abarron@
scugog.ca. 

SCA announces Mayor’s Gala for the Arts

Museum to host 
popular Murder 
Mystery night
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 The Scugog Chamber of Com-
merce is the voice for businesses 
in Scugog and will be hosting an 
“All Candidates Forum” for the 
Mayor and Regional Councillor 
candidates. The forum will take 
place on Thursday, September 23 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Port 
Perry Villa auditorium. 
  The event will be open to the 
local business community and 
Scugog area residents.
  Candidates will be given the 
opportunity to present their plat-
form on issues that are of strate-
gic significance to our businesses 
and community as a whole.
  Each candidate will have an 
opportunity to speak for a desig-
nated time prior to opening the 
floor to questions from the public. 
The candidates will be provided 
an additional two minutes fol-
lowing the question period for 
closing remarks.
  Pre-qualified questions from 
a panel and the audience may be 
directed to each of the individual 
candidates.  The facilitator for the 
evening will be Paul Arculus.
 Anyone wishing to ask ques-
tions will be required to submit 
a question in writing to officials 
prior to the meeting.
 To upload a question form, 
you can access the Chamber web-
site at: http://www.scugogchamber.
ca/ or stop by their office at 181 
Perry Street, Unit G-3, Port Perry 
to pick up a hard copy.  
 Questionnaires must be 
dropped off no later than 
Wednesday, September 15 to the 
Chamber office to be considered.
  Should you have any ques-
tions with regard to this event, 
please contact Tony Janssen, 
President of the Scugog Chamber 
of Commerce at 905-985-9755 or 
905-985-4971.

Scugog Chamber 
will host an all
Candidates Forum
for Mayor and
Regional Councillors

service committees. Jerry was drawn to organizations which touched his 
heart. 
 “I was the political representative on the Children’s Aid, a cause I’m 
very sympathetic to. I felt the same about becoming fundraising chair when 
we were trying to raise millions for an expansion in the 1980s.” 
 This was followed by six years as a member of the the local hospital 
board, including one as its chair. He also served as chairman of a commit-
tee which explored, and ultimately oversaw, the amalgamation of Uxbridge 
Cottage Hospital  and Community Memorial Hospital, Port Perry in 1997.
 He also contributed six years to the Durham Region Police Commission. 
“That was a balancing act,” he recalls.  “Trying to reconcile public need with 
the Police force’s requirement to maintain fiscal responsibility.”
 Jerry remains upbeat, and also philosophical, about his years in public 
service. “You do the best you can, listen to taxpayers and staff, read all the 
information available, then try to act in the best interest of the community. 
That doesn’t mean you always make the right decision, but that’s the way 
the world works.”
 In Jerry’s opinion, today’s lawmakers have an even tougher row to hoe. 
“Compromise is more difficult for them. That doesn’t mean we were ‘better,’ 
it was just a different, simpler time.”

    Another stone is still 
unturned in Jerry’s story.  
Politics, he’d stated, was 
his part-time concern.
     “After we’d sold the 
farm, Sandra and I both 
earned general insurance 
licenses. We started the DJ 
Taylor Insurance Agency 
together in town in 1980.”

Jerry and Sandra also found time to join the local curling club, but political 
life sometimes made being an inconspicuous member difficult at times.
 “Even there, people would challenge you.  Knowing a lot of people, and 
others knowing you – it sometimes was a help, sometimes a downfall.”
 Jerry and Sandra have been married 54 years and in that time raised four 
sons, and now have eight grandchildren, seven boys and a girl. Both take 
an active interest in the busy lives of these active young people, who range 
in age from 15 to 28.  Like most grandparents, he swells with pride talking 
about their assorted endeavours.
 When the time was right to leave public and professional life, like many 
imminent retirees Jerry allowed himself to daydream about what would 
come next.
 “At first, I wanted a motorcycle. Sandra laughed when I first mentioned 
it, but I took the course and eventually earned my license. Then I got all 
geared up to buy one, but at that point, we agreed  ‘no motorcycle.’ That’s 
when the idea of getting a bulldozer started.  The rest is history!”
 And how’s that worked out, Jerry?
 “Construction’s very satisfying work – very ‘therapeutic’ for a retired 
person.  But I’ll admit the novelty’s not as strong when you have to be on 
site at six o’clock in the morning”.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

Next month meet - Mayor Howard Hall

JERRY TAYLOR

“You do the best you can, listen 
to taxpayers and staff, read all the 
information available, then try 
to act in the best interest of the 
community.”    . . .  former Mayor Jerry Taylor

Continued from page 54
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Scugog ?What’ s Up`

“AMIS DU JAZZ”
Jazz Appreciation Society Durham Region

 LYNN MCDONALD
is pleased to present 

 ONE NIGHT AT JESTER’S COURT
 From Toronto, the incomparable 

LAURA HUBERT TRIO
featuring Peter Hill on piano and bass 

player to be announced.
“If Laura’s voice was in a bottle it  

would be Bourbon”
 Date: Sunday, September 19
 Start Time: 7:00 p.m.
 Location: Jester’s Court, upstairs
 Information: Lynn McDonald   
             905-985-6086
                    lynnjazzvocals@yahoo.ca
 Tickets: $15 per person

 Explore the Museum Village and help the detectives solve a 
mysterious murder. All assistant detectives will have the opportu-
nity to interview the villagers and search for clues, in order to get 

to the bottom of this puzzling crime. 
This year’s theme is “Open House 
Night at Villain High School. Prizes, 
donated by local merchants, will be 
awarded to the detectives who catch 
the culprit. 
 Date: Friday, September 10
 Starting: 7:30 p.m.
 Location: Scugog Shores  
     Museum Village
 Tickets: $15 each in advance.
    call 905-985-8698  ex103

An OCALA family event.  
View the vintage fruits of the 
orchard and the vineyard before 
they are picked, on a guided 
wagon tour. Learn how to deter-
mine when the fruit is ready to 
pick...and more. 
A brief winery tour and wine tast-
ing are included. (Wine tasting is 
open to those persons 19 years 
of age or older.)  
Dates:  September 18 & 19
       • Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
       • Sunday, 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Location: 971 High Point Road, 
       just south-west of Port Perry  
Admission: No charge
Information: 905-985-9924

TERRY 

FOX RUN
Come out and take 
part in the annual 
Port Perry Terry Fox 
‘Run For The Cure’. 
You can run, walk, 
wheelchair, roller 
blade or ride your 
bike. All proceeds 

cancer.
No pre-registration, 
so please show up at 

8:30 a.m., a half hour before start 
time and for the warm-up.
Date: September 19 
Starting: 9:00 a.m.
Location: Gazebo, Palmer Park,  
      Port Perry

MURDER MYSTERY  
    EVENING

HARVEST
FESTIVAL

UNITED WAY KICK!OFF
    Don’t miss the kick-off of the third annual Port Perry 
United Way campaign, featuring the “Tour de Perry Trike 
Race. Local supporters will be stationed behind the bar-
beque grill serving up free hamburgers and entertainment 
will be provided by musician Irwin Smith.
 Date: Wednesday, September 15
 Time: 12 noon to 2:00 p.m.
 Location: 

… for informed optical decisions
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In Search of Windmills
 I have always had a deep rooted desire to stand next 
to a windmill and determine what purpose they serve, 
or for that matter, how they work. To me, they seemed 
merely a symbol of Holland for tourists.
 Did I say ‘Holland’? Faux pas number one; never 
refer to a Dutch person as someone from Holland. They 
will be quick to point out that they are a Netherlander. 
Upon closer investigation, I learned that Holland is 
merely one of twelve provinces in the country known as 
the Netherlands.

a few ‘Netherlanders’, I set off in search of a windmill. 
Research told me they are primarily in the north-west 
of the country, so off I went in my rented automobile, 
roadmap in one hand while driving at higher than accept-
able speeds. I was under the misconception there are 
no speed limits in Europe and, although Germany may 
be more liberal, the Netherlands are certainly not. I did 
not see any signs posting maximum speeds, but after 
passing most of the other drivers I decided to slow to an 
acceptable one hundred and twenty kilometres per hour.
 I drove north from the city of Utrecht (some forty 
kilometres south-east of Amsterdam) and, as I studied 
my map, was intrigued by a route that seemed to travel 
across a large body of water called Markermeer. I won-
dered how Dutch engineers had constructed a bridge this 
long, and when I arrived at Lelystad I realized it wasn’t a 
bridge at all. It was a dyke, built in the 1970’s, designed 
to keep the water back as the ‘Polder Lands’ were being 
developed.
 What is a Polder you ask? In a nutshell, it is a piece 
of land with a large body of water in the centre. A deep 
ditch is dug in a circle around the body of water. Next, 
windmills are constructed to pump the water out of the 
centre into the ditch.   
 Another ditch (also known as a canal) is then dug 

reclaimed from the sea in this manner (there’s an old 
saying, which goes, ‘God made the world, the Dutch 
made the Netherlands’). But, enough of the technical 
jargon.
 Having driven 30 kms across the dyke, watching the 
chilly wind blow waves up onto to the rocky shoreline, my 
journey had still not taken me near a windmill. Finally, in 
the town of Enkhuizen, at the western end of the Houtrib-
dijk Dyke, I decided to ask for directions.

 It was there that I made my second faux pas; not every 
Dutch person speaks English and my Dutch vocabulary 
was limited to ‘Goode morgen’ (good morning) and ‘Waar 
is de W.C?’ (Could you please direct me to the toilet?). I 
quickly learned the Dutch word for windmill is ‘Molen’, and 
was thrilled when I was directed a few kilometres south, 

wonders.

pulled my rented automobile to the side of the road. I 
gazed, my lower jaw gaping loosely, as I stared at dozens 
of large, concrete-shafted wind turbines. They stood spin-
ning madly, row upon row, as they generated electricity for 

disappointment. I could, after all, drive downtown Toronto 
any time I wanted, to see the famous windmill, which 
causes so much controversy.
 I drove on and stopped at a petrol station to inquire 
about the ‘traditional’ molens. The attendant directed me 
to an area about three kilometres from the main road. 

The few windmills left are mostly tourist attractions.

Please turn to page 64
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Enthusiastically I followed his directions and suddenly, off 
in the distance, I saw it; a windmill.
 As I approached, I realized how large the molens 
actually are. It stood some distance from the road and I 
drove along a dirt path, which led to the base of the mill. 
As I gazed upward I heard the loud swoosh of the blades 
as the wind spun them with fury. An attendant explained 
that most windmills were only there for tourists and that 
the pumping of the water had been converted to genera-
tors. Still, as I stood there in amazement staring at the in-
tricacies of the wind-propelled structure, I was impressed.
 With the giant windmill slowly disappearing in the dis-
tance, I continued south, along road N247. I decided not 
to stop in the well-known cheese-making town of Edam, 
as the afternoon was progressing and I had to get to 
Amsterdam before nightfall. My trusty rental did, however, 
require fuel so I took the next exit, which led me to a town 
known as Vollendam.
 After fuelling the car I continued on, in an effort to turn 

a built-up area and, as I turned into a hotel driveway, I 
suddenly came upon the most picturesque seaside town I 
have seen in a long time.
 A narrow, winding road wove past quaint shops, 
built in the traditional Dutch architectural style. I was so 
impressed that I had to stop and explore. Parking in the 
main area of Vollendam is a bit of a problem and I ended 

up leaving the car in a private lot (hoping I would not be 
towed). Later I discovered ample parking at the end of 
the tourist section.
 I visited several stores and was dazzled by the many 
colours of the thousands of souvenirs. Everything from 
blue Delft ornaments to colourful wooden shoes. I did 
learn that this hand-made and rather uncomfortable look-
ing footwear has a name - not ‘clogs’, as I had always 
been led to believe. The Dutch word is ‘Klompen’ (which 
I believe translates into ‘Uncomfortable shoes made only 
for gullible tourists’). Of course I bought a pair (at only 
seventeen Euros how could I not?), and decided that I 
had better return to my automobile if I was to get to Am-
sterdam before dark.
 I contemplated stopping at one of the several photog-
raphy shops, where one could dress in traditional Dutch 
costumes and have a photo taken. Time, unfortunately, 
did not permit it so I pushed on.
 The drive to the Amsterdam Ring Road took no more 
than twenty minutes (I found the distances in the Nether-
lands much shorter than expected). I had never realised 
before how picturesque the north-west of the Netherlands 
was. I was pleasantly surprised and extremely glad that I 
had taken the detour and visited Vollendam in my search 
for Dutch windmills.

The seaside town of Vollendam.

Picturesque Vollendam, a traditional Dutch town.

amsterdam

158 Casimir St., Port Perry  
905-985-2268

virginia.frewclarke@marlintravel.ca
TICO #4577532

MC

8 DAYS - APRIL 2011

Included Features:
AMSTERDAM: Canal Cruise

ARNHEM: Airborne Museum Hartenstein

DORDRECHT: Windmills of Kinderdijk

ANTWERP: Grote Market

GHENT: St. Baaf’s Cathedral

MIDDELBURG: Guided Tour

VEERE: Delta Works

ROTTERDAM: Keukenhof Gardens

VOLENDAM: Canal Boat to Edam

CALL US TODAY!

Tulip Time River Cruises
Tulip Time River Cruises

Continued from page 63



HOYA SUPER HI VISION EX3  is a scratch resistant and 
durable AR coating that outperforms glass. Grease and 
dirt are removed in just a few wipes, and the chance of 
scratches is reduced to an absolute minimum. Even after 
long-term use and repeated wiping, SUPER HI VISION EX3
keeps its excellent easy-to-clean properties.

• Extreme Scratch Resistance

HOYA SUPER HI VISION EX3™

Taking AR to the extreme
performs better than glass

NORTH DURHAM
EYE CLINIC

189 North St., Port Perry • 905-985-1361
www.drworkman.optometry.net 

ESTABLISHED 1994     •     NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Introducing an Anti-Refl ective (AR) Coating that is MORE SCRATCH RESISTANT than GLASS!

Available exclusively at North Durham Eye Clinic



29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

TORONTO STREET 15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

STOUFFVILLE SUNDERLAND 26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161

Other locations to serve you:

Looking for a Dental Hygienist 
to join our 
ever expanding team.

Other locations to serve you:

GET TO KNOW THE PEOPLE 
AT NORTH PORT DENTAL

15930 Old Simcoe Rd., Port Perry
905-985-7777

www.thedentalcentre.ca

We have a dynamic team of qualifi ed, 
experienced and professional dental 
assistants, hygienists, receptionists 

and dental surgeons to assist you 
with your dental needs.

   “Your Con! dent Smile is Our Goal.”

    DAY TRIPPIN’

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

NiagaraFallsview Casino
Tuesday, September 28Only $15.00 pp

“Evita”
Stratford

Thursday, October 7

  Pickering Ajax Oshawa Port Perry

Wed.  Depart 7:45 am 7:55 am 8:30 am 8:50 am
 Return 5:20 pm 5:10 pm 4:50 pm 4:30 pm

Thurs. Depart 1:45 pm 1:55 pm 2:30 pm 2:50 pm
 Return 11:20 pm 11:10 pm 10:50 pm 10:30 pm

Fri. Depart xxxxxx 2:55 pm 3:30 pm 3:50 pm
 Return xxxxxx 1:10 am 12:50 am 12:30 am

Sat. Depart 2:15 pm 2:25 pm 3:00 pm 3:20 pm
 Return 1:05 am 12:45 am 12:35 am 12:15 am

CASINO RAMA SCHEDULE

MULTI-DAY TOURS
October 4-6 Agawa Canyon 3 Days  Only  $565.00 p.p.
November  14-17 Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 4 Days  Only  $495.00 p.p.

Sept. 11 Walden Galleria -  
 Buffalo, NY Shopping
Sept. 23 Cranberry Colour Cruise
Sept. 27 Credit Valley Explorer Train
Sept. 30 Patsy Cline/Johnny Cash

Oct. 1 Jimmy the Janitor
Oct. 3 Applefest 2010
Oct. 8 Greatest Country Music Show -
 Walters Family
Oct. 14 “Twelve Angry Men” - St. Jacobs
Oct. 16 Bala Cranberry Festival
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PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE

Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr. C. Banfield

Dr.  J. Hardy 
Dr.  J. Isenberg 

Dr. E. King 
Orthodontist
Dr. T. McIntyre 
Periodontist

905-985-8451

238 Queen St., 
DOWNTOWN Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

All About Toothbrushes
Whether manual or electric, choose a toothbrush that has a small head 
so it’s easier to move around inside your mouth, has soft bristles and fits 
comfortably in your hand. 
Most important is brushing your teeth properly at least twice a day.

Adapting Toothbrushes for Special Needs 
If you have difficulty controlling hand, arm or shoulder movements, 
here are some ideas on adapting standard toothbrushes:
· Enlarge the handle with a tennis ball, sponge foam or bicycle grip
· Lengthen with a stick or rod
· Attach to the hand or arm with elastic,Velcro straps or hand brace
· Bend the toothbrush handle
· For people who cannot manage fine movements, try using an 
electric toothbrush

Caring For Your Toothbrush
· Do not share your toothbrush or use someone else’s toothbrush
· After brushing, rinse your toothbrush thoroughly with tap water 
and allow to air-dry
· Store standing upright. If it is near other toothbrushes, do not 
let the heads touch

· Do not store in closed containers
· Replace your toothbrush every three to four months or when 
the bristles look worn and bent

Great Images
Plus 50% Off
Our Top 50

Picture Frame Mouldings

233 Queen Street, Port Perry   1-800-637-5391   905-985-2543
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claim will be allowed for more than one insertion.
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Ooooops... we were bad!
 It appears we got our drivers, trainers and owners 
mixed up last month on a short article about Glenn 
VanCamp and his partner Randy Hughes. The two 
men share ownership of the amazing San Pail, who 
won the Maple Leaf Trot for the second year in a row.
  The article should have credited Rodney Hughes 
as the owner/trainer, not Randy Waples who was the 
driver. In winning the trotting classic, San Pail set a 
stakes record of 1:51:3.

Support your local Farmers’ Market
Dear Editor,
 I wanted to drop you a line to congratulate you and 
your staff for another great issue and most interesting 
read. The articles are always very inspiring and reflect 
most favourably on our community and the residents 
that make living in this area so wonderful and fulfilling.  
 The photography was great. I particularly enjoyed 
the “Brits Return to the Lake” piece and the myriad of 
photographs featured throughout the layout.  
 I also enjoyed the Aqua Splash, Garden’s and Pioneer 
Days features - the write-ups were intriguing and the 
photos really captured the events and brought them to 
life. 
 The ongoing “The Docs” series is always informative, 
however this month even more so, as Merrilee Brown 
happens to be our family physician and I have known 
Doug Brown since I moved here 12 years ago.
  Needless to say, the article on the Farmers’ Market 
was and is my favourite. The management committee 
and our vendors are most appreciative for your ongoing 
support of the Port Perry Farmers’ Market and the good 
works we are trying to accomplish here.  
 It’s sometimes an uphill struggle, however support 
from residents and businesses such as yourself make the 
effort and the journey worthwhile.
 It’s fun for the whole family and a great place to 
gather on a Saturday morning.
  The last day of the market for this year will be held 
this Saturday, October 9. We hope to see you there.  

Thanks again,
Greg Rambo

Port Perry Farmers’ Market

 Last month’s issue of Focus on Scugog was our largest 
magazine since it began publication more than four years 
ago.  Not one of us, who work to produce ‘Focus’, ever 
envisioned this little startup magazine would be received 
with such enthusiasm in the community.
 Thank you Scugog!
 The 68 page September issue prompted numerous 
comments, pro and con, from our readers. 
 We love feedback and especially appreciate it when 
a reader phones, or takes time to send us a letter/email 
voicing their opinion in writing.  You will see elsewhere in 
this issue, letters from a few who took that time.
 But we’re not so smug as to believe all is perfect here. 
We’ve made more than our share of embarrassing errors 
in the past few months, to which our faithful readers 
are quick to point out.   We do appreciate the feedback 
– although errors are often noticed before the magazine 
goes public – but not before it’s too late to correct. 
 On the positive side, we would like to take a few lines 
of space here to thank the “most important” support we 
receive.  And that is from our valued advertisers.
 Without the amazing support we get month after 
month, there would be no Focus on Scugog magazine. It’s 
the businesses, organizations and institutions that show 
their confidence in this publication that make it possible.
 For those who are unaware of how a ‘free’ publica-
tion like ‘Focus’ makes it to your mailbox - here’s how it 
works.  The more advertising a publication receives, the 
more pages it is able to produce and the more news/fea-
tures it is able to provide to its readers.  
 It’s really quite a simple equation - more advertising = 
more pages = more articles. 
 So you can see, without the support of our advertis-
ers there would be no Focus on Scugog or any other local 
publications.  We hope our readers will think about that 
and support those who support your local media when 
considering a purchase of goods or services. 
 Just remember, without the support of our advertis-
ers, there would be no media here to provide you with 
the news and features important to our community.

Comments valued, but let’s not  
forget who makes us possible

Daughter appreciates Focus article
Dear Editor:
 Could you please pass on this e-mail to Christina 
Coughlin of your staff, who wrote the article about my 
parents, Louise St. Germain and Chuck Campbell’s gar-
den in the September issue of Focus on Scugog.
  I just wanted to compliment her and the gentleman 
who took the lovely photos. The article was very well 
done and I very much appreciate you doing my parents’ 
hard work justice. 
 They deserve a lot of credit for their efforts and I 
wanted to send my thanks to you. I appreciate you tak-
ing the time to do the article.

 All my best,
Lauren Walker 

SEE MORE LETTERS ON PAGE 8
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 Not a really busy this month, but there are a few things 
happening within the business community as we head into 
late fall.
 In one of the strip plazas along 7A Hwy., we see a new 
travel centre is about to open. The signs indicate North Dur-
ham Expedia Cruise Ship Centers has opened at  Unit 5, 1888 
Scugog Street. The business is owned by Grant Kerry and 
serves Scugog, Uxbridge and Brock Townships.
 Making a move to Queen St. this month is Pathway to 
Heaven, Christian book store. Formerly located at 117 Perry 
Street, this store is moving to 160 Queen St., beside Bob’s 
Barber Shop.
 Nice to see some activity at the 88 Water St. where a new 
business has opened in the former Uxport Tools unit. Cakes 
By Stephanie is now open, operated by Stephanie Tennant, 
specializing in cakes, cupcakes and cookies.
 And at the west end of town, Paula Lishman has opened 
an outlet store at 1597 Hwy. 7A, near the intersection of 
Queen St. and Scugog Line 6. The store, known as Paula 
Lishman Designer Outlet, opened in early September in a 
building which has become known locally as the ‘purple 
house’.

Changing

Sunrise over Lake Scugog - September 2010

16th Annual

Port Perry High School
160 Rosa Street • For info:  905-985-8840

 (Free Parking)  

Antique Show & Sale
SAT., OCT. 16th  &  SUN., OCT. 17th

10:00 am - 4:30 pm  both days
Sponsored by P.P.H.S. Music Department

SAT., NOV. 13th
10:00 am - 4:30 pm

Christmas Craft Show

Sponsored by P.P.H.S. Arts Department

19th Annual

Admission
$4.00

Admission
$3.00

21st Annual 
Scugog Shores Fibre Artists 

Annual Show and Sale
October 30, 31 – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

SCUGOG COUNCIL FOR THE

presents the

Patrons Lounge, 
Town Hall 1873, Port Perry   

Demonstrations • Guest Artists
Contact Dini Page:
905-985-2939 

www.scugogarts.ca
FREE 
ADMISSION

See us on the web...

Focus on Scugog has recently updated its website and invite 

...we have a new look!

Check us out at - www.focusonscugog.com

TREND
ALERT:

Jeans + Leggings
=

JEGGINGS

168-178 Queen St.,
Port Perry

905-985-2521
www.brocks.ca



      While most seven-year-old boys dream of 
achieving success in hockey, soccer or baseball when they 
grow up, Andrew Oxenham had his heart set on another 

vocation - ballet!
 And years later, dancing on behalf of Germany’s prestig-

ious Stuggart Ballet at the world-renowned Metropolitan Opera 
House, he experienced a “glory moment” which is forever ingrained in 

his memory.  
        But even dearer to his heart than the thrill of dancing on that famed 
stage are the words of praise he received after his performance. “You 

make the stage look so small,” one excited fan exclaimed, crediting 
Andrew’s innate ability to capture the spotlight on even the grandest 

of stages.   
    Perhaps it was the focus on self-discipline and poise that 

this form of performance art called for, or maybe it was the 
opportunity to express his creativity that initially captivated 
him. Either way, Andrew says ballet “naturally appealed” to 

him as a child and it has continued to hold his affection well 
into adulthood. 

      He remembers the days when - at a mere seven 
years old - he would accompany his sister to her 

ballet classes and expertly imitate the movements 
from the sidelines. “It’s a form of expression, 

a form of proving yourself,” he says, as he 
attempts to articulate the motive behind his 

devotion to ballet at such a young age. “It 
suited my mentality.” 

    As the first male to graduate 
from the National Ballet School in To-

ronto in 1964, Andrew has enjoyed 
an enduring and successful career, 

performing with the National 
Ballet of Canada and as a first-
soloist (which is a step down 

from the principal perform-
er) for three years with the 

Ballet!
...his love 
...his life

Andrew Oxenham

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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world-renowned Stuggart Ballet in Germany. 
    Andrew has also had the privilege of touring all 

over the world for his art. Some of his most memora-
ble travels include performances in Russia, Moscow 
and New York, where he enjoyed dancing in endless 
renditions of the classics, like Romeo and Juliet and 
Bamboleo. 

Before his days onstage, Andrew took dance classes 
in his hometown in England. He and his family im-
migrated to Canada in 1957 and shortly after, at the age 
of eleven, under the request of his mentor, Gwyneth 
Lloyd, founder of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, Andrew 
auditioned and enrolled with the National Ballet of 
Canada (NBS). 

It was 1960 and the institution had only been 
established for a little over a year 
when he was selected as one of the 48 
students - only 10 or 12 of which were 
males - enrolled in the school’s fulltime 
program. 

“We had classes in the Masonic 
Temple,” he says, “And we went to 
Jarvis Collegiate for science classes,” 
he adds, explaining that the school, in 
its early stages, had yet to build all the 
proper facilities necessary for academic 
classes. 

Nevertheless, Andrew was im-
mediately engrossed with the study of 
ballet. With the support of his advisers, 
including Betty Oliphant, one of the 
founders of the National Ballet School 
and his fellow student colleague, like 
Nadia Potts, now head of the dance 
program at Ryerson University, he com-
pleted his four years of high school at 
NBS and was finally prepared to dance 
professionally for the company. 

After six years with the NBS, 
Andrew says he was drawn to the 
Stuggart Ballet in Germany, pri-
marily due to the influence of one 
particular choreographer named John Cranko. 

Cranko came to Canada from the Stuggart Bal-
let with his own rendition of Romeo and Juliet, and, 
as Andrew explains, “I was enthralled by the way he 

worked with dancers,” adding, “He treated dancers as 
human beings, as opposed to puppets.”

Andrew auditioned for Stuggart soon after and 
joined the prestigious company for three years, touring 
around the world, making landmark stops at some of 
the most notable institutions for ballet. 

But a bad back, after years of enduring “the abuse 
the body takes,” would eventually force Andrew to 

consider a career change. “I wasn’t dancing like I used to 
and it was mentally disappointing. It was stressful,” he 
says. 

At this time, teaching didn’t appeal to him. “I can’t 
stand doing something more than once,” he says, before 
adding, “But I wanted to share my knowledge and 
experience.” 

For Andrew, the transition from ballet to photogra-

 

Please turn to page 6

“I wasn’t dancing like I used to and it was 
mentally disappointing and stressful.”

... Andrew Oxenham
on his decision to stop dancing

Andrew was the first male graduate of
the National Ballet School of Canada.

phy was a natural progression, “I was always interested in 
photography, it just evolved,” he says. He chose to shift his 
focus to on-stage and performance photography and made 
the bittersweet decision to resign from a long, successful 
career in ballet. 

“Everyone is drawn to something in their own way,” 
he says, adding that photography allowed him the best of 
both worlds “I still get to be involved in dance, I may not be 
onstage but I’m able to capture what’s on stage.” 

He started the transition from performer to photogra-
pher by taking pictures backstage and selling them to his 
fellow dancers. After establishing his reputation, he ap-
proached publishers with the idea of writing a book that 
would capture the different styles of choreography, as well 
as the distinctions in ballet companies across Canada.

From this vision, Dance Today in Canada was created, 
followed by his second book, Puppetry in Canada. “Ballet ex-



ists all over Canada,” explains Andrew, referring, as an 
example, to its popularity in the prairies – an area that is 
seldom recognized for its talent. 

“There are so many variations to ballet,” he says, 
adding that he wanted to spotlight these variations and 
capture the different styles in his photography.  

Aside from his focus on dance photography, An-
drew also ventured over to the dramatic arts and began 
shooting theatre photography, while getting his hands 
dirty designing and building sets for performances. He 
proved to be talented in yet another creative endeavour, 
as he won an award in 2001 for “Best Set Design” from 
Theatre Ontario.  

Despite the difference between theatre and dance, 
Andrew says he found the transition from one medium 
to the next rather instinctual, explaining that theatre and 
dance photography is “interrelated.” 

“With theatre, it’s about the relationship between 
actors and it involves words and body interaction,” he 
says. Like a dance photographer would converse with 
a ballet’s choreographer, Andrew explains, he would 
apply the same method with theatre performances. “You 
have to capture what the play writer felt about the play.”

On the similarity between the two artistic forms 
– theatre and dance – he says, “Both involve capturing 
emotion. It’s about the dramatic impact between charac-
ters; the love story.”

Speaking of love – Andrew says his passion for 
performing arts led him straight to his own love, his 
wife Vivian, whom he met in 1996 while designing the 
set for a play she was act-
ing in. Andrew explains, 
he moved to Port Perry 
“for love” three years after 
meeting Vivian and they 
have been together ever 
since.

Settled in Port Perry, 
Andrew and Vivian com-
bined their love for the 
arts and opened the Water 
Street Studio in Port Perry. At the studio, they special-
ized in wedding photography and portraiture. “We were 
always well-appreciated in Port Perry,” Andrew insists. 

“Local families will still come up and say I still have 
your picture from five years ago.”

His work in the studio and on location for perform-
ance shoots had Andrew witnessing another transforma-
tion in his career – the shift towards digital photography. 

“The advent of digital photography changed the 
whole process,” he explains. “Before it was called ‘shoot 
and rush work,’ I would allot a certain amount of film 
for the show, shoot and develop the film, sleep maybe 
3-4 hours, make contact sheets the next morning and 
deliver it to the client by 1:00.” 

Now, with digital photography, he adds, “You shoot 
but you don’t compose. You don’t have to worry about 
the film, so you just shoot, shoot, shoot and you only 
have to process so much,” he says, explaining that the 
process is a lot less time consuming without contact 
sheets and printing. 

Continued from page 5

“The difference 
between being a 
professional and 
an amateur is the 
ability to create”

...Andrew Oxenham
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905-986-5215   carolyn.morton@sympatico.ca

CarolynMorton
VOTE FOR

Scugog Trustee - Durham District School Board
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On the other hand, Andrew hints that there is a 
sense of artistry lost with the birth of digital photogra-
phy. “You’re not looking, just shooting,” says Andrew, 
before adding, “But that’s the difference between profes-
sional and amateur: the ability to create.” 

And the ability to create is a quality that has never 
wavered for Andrew. “I rely on my instincts to guide 
me,” he says, as he mentions performance photogra-
phy as an example. “With experience you can feel the 
moment coming, the music picks up and you know the 
moment, you learn to follow the music.” 

Andrew also insists that he doesn’t simply rely on 
instinct alone, although he admits he is “quick to pick 
things up.” He makes sure to talk to the director before-
hand in order to understand “the thrust or the point of 
the play.” 

And one element he always prides himself on is 
his ability to create with his photography. “You need 
to take something 2D on a piece of paper and capture 
something living, that’s what a real photograph is,” he 
explains, adding, “You can’t change what a dancer is but 
you can help achieve better position through clean lines. 
The object is to create perfect exposure and position to 
make them look their best.”

With over 25 years of experience in photography 
behind him, Andrew says now he’s looking forward to 
slowing down while still staying involved in photogra-
phy and dance. “I no longer feel the need to achieve so 
many things,” he says, adding, “I’m ready to take life 
a little easier. What I do, I do well and that satisfies my 
need for creativity.”

He and his wife Vivian closed their studio about 
three years ago and since, Andrew has focused on part-
time teaching (he will be teaching ballet classes this fall 
in Toronto), while still making the time for photography 
projects. He has also dedicated his time to restoring and 
renovating his Port Perry home - a feat he calls a “labour 
of love.” 

After all, Andrew insists that his home and the com-
munity of Port Perry have significantly inspired his art-
istry. “I love the ambience and the feeling in Port Perry, 
you don’t feel like a stranger,” he says. “It’s a peaceful 
place and having peace allows creativity to foster.” 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

L A N D S C A P E  S E R V I C E

Quality
Sells Itself!

SINCE     1996

DESIGN, INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS
• Interlocking Brick • Natural Stone
• Flagstone • Sodding & Planting
• Retaining Walls • Tree Removal
• Steps • Decks/Fences

905-259-5047
FREE ESTIMATES

Po
rt

Perry High School Hosts The

Graduation Class 2010
at the

COMMENCEMENT
CEREMONY

Friday November 5, 2010
7:30 p.m.

905-985-7337

PORT PERRY ARTISTS’ ASSOCIATION

“ART AT THE OCALA WINERY”
               November 13, 14

SHOW & SALE
Saturday: 10am - 5pm,
Sunday: Noon - 5pm

View Paintings by 
Local Artists
Oil, Acrylic, 
Watercolour, 

& Mixed Media

NO ADMISSION  -  FREE PARKING

OCALA WINERY
971 High Point Rd.,

Port Perry
South-west of 

Port Perry, 
west off Hwy. 12 
at Scugog Line 2, 
follow the signs.



Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Bike lanes for Scugog a great idea
Dear Editor;
 The idea of having bike lanes on Scugog Island and into 
town is a great idea (Sept. Focus). Also a bike lane along 
Reach Road would be very much appreciated and I think 
would be well used. 
 We have spent several weeks in the Panhandle region of 
Florida and the reason we like to vacation there is because 
there is an 18 mile bike and walking path right at our door.  
We use our bikes for grocery shopping, outings, etc. 
 I don’t enjoy riding my bike around Port Perry due to 
the lack of bike lanes. As a result I transport my bike regu-
larly to the Waterfront Trail in Whitby or Oshawa. 
 I think Port Perry needs to keep up with the times.  
People are interested in getting out on their bikes but we 
also need to feel safe. 
 Eleanor Lowe

Port Perry 

Thanks for the anniversary story
Dear Focus,
 We got our September Focus on Scugog today and 
wanted to say thanks to Christina for the great job she did 
on the “Happy Anniversary” story.  
 I’ve already been to the Focus office to pick up extra 
copies to take to Ajax to the other two couples and to mail 
one to the Mossmans in British Columbia and another one 
to the Camms in New Zealand.  I’m sure our out of the 
country friends will be surprised to see the article in the 
magazine and very pleased with the write up as well.  
 Thanks again for the story and photos.
 I’m not sure what the rest of the year has in store for 
you Christina, whether you’re going back to school or not, 
but whatever the future holds, good luck and best wishes 
whatever path you choose to take.

Sincerely
Rita Hilker

Group enjoyed using Birdseye Pool
Dear Editor
 As I write this letter, the day looks beautiful 
(September 3) and I’m getting ready to head over to  
the Bird’s Eye swimming pool very soon. 
 There’s a  group of us who have been enjoying 
swimming, exercising and talking during the adult 
swim hour, nearly every day throughout this long hot 
summer. When the pool closes this weekend we will 
miss the benefits of the warm water and conversation.
 The swimming pool has been well used by many 
able-bodied swimmers, as well as those of us dealing 
with arthritis, recovering from heart disease or acci-
dents. I think the oldest swimmer we have in our group 
is 85 years old. We did laps together.  
 Bird’s Eye pool is also a safe place for the blind 
to exercise, or just cool off. We need an indoor public 
pool in Scugog Township. It would be well used by the 
young and our aging population. It would provide full 
and part-time jobs for our well-trained life guards/in-
structors. 
 Water safety, both knowledge and skills, is necces-
sary to help us be comfortable and sensible around our 
lakes, rivers and pools. I know an indoor pool is on the 
list of public amenities we want for our residents.  
Let’s give it top priority! 

Judy Anderson
Port Perry
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Professional
Installation of Gas and 

Propane Furnaces
Residential and 

Commercial
Installation of 

Gas Fired Fireplaces
 Preventative 

Maintenance Service

Warranty On All Installations
All Work Professionally Done

Furnace Conversions from 
Oil or Electric to Gas or Propane

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING
GAS LINE INSTALLATIONS

905-449-4038
905-985-1595

Fully Licensed and TSSA Approved
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 It might come as a surprise to some, but the Borelians 
Community Theatre Group is proud to celebrate their 
40th season this fall and the community is needed to 
make it their best season yet! 
 Back in February of 1971, a group of teachers from 
Port Perry High School joined together to bring live thea-
tre productions to the township of Scugog. This meet-
ing was held at Doug and Marilyn Wallace’s house on 
Cochrane Street.
 The first public meeting to promote the Borelians 
was at held at the Port Perry municipal office and was 
attended by about 30 people. At this time the fledgling 
group went by the name of Port Perry Amateur Theatre 
Society. 
 The name was later changed to “The Borelians,” a 
take-off on the village of “Borelia” which was located at 

40
at

Local theatre group
set to launch their 
40th season on stage
at Town Hall 1873

the intersection of Queen St. and Old Simcoe Rd. before 
Port Perry took over as the prominent village of the area. 
 The Borelians’ inagural exectutive elected Paul Ar-
culus, president and board members Jane Litt, Marilyn 
Wallace, Jack Cawker and Diane Lackie.
  By May of that same year, the group’s membership 
grew to more than 40 and together they put on their very 
first production; the ever popular “You Can’t Take It With 
You”. This production was held at Port Perry High and 
was well received. By the mid-seventies the group moved 
from the confines of the high school to their current home 
at Port Perry’s Town Hall. 
 “Our members are passionate and committed individ-
uals, involved in all aspects of production” states Graeme 
Powell, Borelians’ current chair. Many of the original 

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Please turn to page 10

BORELIANS
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members from 1971 remain involved with the theatre 
group; some still acting, directing, producing or assist-
ing with numerous tasks behind the scenes. Currently, 
membership in the group sits around fifty-five, but that 
number can fluctuate depending on the production and 
its unique demands.
 Most productions require approximately ten actors; 
all of whom audition. The director, producer, stage man-
ager and a number of members behind the stage work 
collaboratively. 
 Graeme enjoys acting in a number of productions but 
works diligently behind the scenes as well. “Each actor 
gives at least eight hours per production behind the 
scenes; assisting with sets, costumes, lighting. The actors 
and crew work as a team to ensure the production is a 
success”.
 So why should someone go see a show? “It is simply 
amazing, the amount of sheer talent we have involved, 
both on stage and behind it, just from this small town” 
states Graham emphatically. “Theatre is a visceral experi-
ence; primal in that it has existed for so long. The telling 
of stories on a stage; you feel it on a deeper level than 
something on screen perhaps”.   
 This passion is shared by Graeme’s wife, Sarah; who 
states “Theatre engages all of your senses; you feel the 
actors walk across the stage, you feel the vibration, the 
sound...you ‘feel’ the theatre, your senses come alive”.
 As Graeme reflects on what he has learned about the 
Borelians, he shares what he considers some of the ‘ups 
and downs’ of the group thus far. 
 “We are lucky to be in a community that respects and 
supports the arts and our productions are generally well 
attended’. He often receives letters and emails of support 
and positive feedback. Recently, an email touted their 
productions superior to those in Stratford; which is quite 
a compliment. 
 “For a relatively small theatre company, we are lucky 
to receive so much positive recognition. We are known to 
‘punch above our weight’ in terms of the quality of our 
productions”. 
 The Borelians have received numerous accolades and 
awards over the years, including the prestigious “Best 
Play” award from Theatre Ontario for 1998s “Ten Lost 

Years” directed by Dave Ellis. 
 Despite this, their biggest challenge remains pub-
licity and ticket sales. With the recent decline in the 
Canadian economy, ticket sales have been negatively 
affected. 
 Looking ahead, their vision remains as it always has; 
to provide high-quality theatre productions for Scugog, 
with a view to increase public involvement in the group. 
 “There’s room for everybody. You don’t have to be 
an actor or go up on stage. There are many roles behind 
the scenes that are available for those wanting to be-
come involved” states Mr. Powell, who is also complet-
ing work on an all new website - borelianscommunit-
ytheatre.ca. It is hoped that the new website will be up 
and running by October.
 A couple of events are in the works to commemo-
rate the Borelians’ fortieth season. It is hoped that in 
early October a retrospective display will be open at the 
Scugog Arts Council Office, including vintage costumes, 
posters and clips from past performances. 
 To mark their 40th anniversary, the Borelians are 
holding a gala evening on Friday, October 15 – follow-
ing their latest performance of “Blithe Spirit”. 
 A wine and cheese reception will take place, with the 
opportunity to mingle with both past and present Bore-
lians’ members. Additional vintage theatre memorabilia 
will be on display.
 Tickets for the upcoming production of “Blithe 
Spirit” are available at the Box Office in the town hall or 
online at townhall1873.ca . Tickets are $20 for adults or 
$18 for students and seniors. 
 The ‘Dinner Theatre’ combo is available for $52 
which includes dinner at your choice of Salvatore’s, 
Harp and Wylie’s or Pickles & Olives and a ticket to the 
performance. There is also a subscriber’s series rate of 
$32 which will cover the ticket price to both productions 
in a given season. 
 With this many options, we urge you to mark your 
calendars, plan to attend a Borelians performance this 
fall and help a cornerstone of our community celebrate 
their 40th anniversary!

By Tammy Horvath
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 9

www.WeHaveAHomeForYou.ca

Buy ?  Sell ?  Invest ?
It takes more than a sign on the lawn…

We can make your real estate experience easier. Call today!

Liz Bay, ASA* & Ian McCrae*
*Sales Representative

Liz is an ASA (Accredited Senior Agent)
qualified to advise you on your Adult Retirement Lifestyle.

Sutton Group – Lifestyle
 Real Estate Limited, Brokerage

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
126 Water Street, 2nd Floor, Port Perry ON  L9L 1B9

Office: 905-985-4300
Liz’s Direct Line: 905-925-5986

Wednesdays starting Sept. 15 - Nov. 24,  6:30 - 8:30 pm.  
Emmanuel Community Church
1680 Reach Road., Port Perry 
Call 905-985-4441 to Register!

$15.00 program fee includes: Dinner/11 sessions/Workbook
Child Care provided (Age 5 to Grade 5)

Other programs offered throughout the year: Alpha, Nooma, Bible 101, Marriage Course.

DIVORCE  HURTS It Hurts to Lose
Someone

Value 
Packed

Parenting
Course

Find Help at
DivorceCare

For people who 
are separated or 

divorced.

GriefShare
You don’t have to go 
through the grieving 

process alone.

The Parenting
Course

Suitable for single 
parents or couples with 

children up to 18
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~

Sunday, October 17
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!!

BRUCE GORRIE QUARTET
 
 

~

Sunday, October 24th
ALEX PANGMAN

 

 

 

 

~
 Start Times:
 Location: 
 Information:  
         

 Tickets: 

~

These nights are held for local music lovers. 
All are welcome in the spirit of listening  

to masters of music do their craft.

‘JAZZ AT JESTERS’ 
SUNDAYS AT SEVEN

Lynn McDonald presents  
“BIG CITY JAZZ”  

in a small town setting

Vote

MAYOR
www.jimmcmillen.ca

Experience:
• 7 years as Regional Councillor

• 6 years as Ward 3 Councillor

• 34 years as Community Volunteer

• 24 years as Small Business Owner

• 18 years in Large Industry

ELECT
EXPERIENCE

JIM McMILLEN
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

Computer
REPAIRS
IT and Network 
SUPPORT
PC and Server 
UPGRADES

333 Major St., Port Perry
             905-985-0568
gmcmullen@majortech.ca
SERVING SCUGOG & UXBRIDGE TOWNSHIPS
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 Scugog Township Mayor Marilyn Pearce graciously accepts a painting called 
“The Founder’s Birthplace” from Dr. Jamie Laws at a special 115th anniversary 

painting was presented by the York-Peel Chiropractic Society.   Photo by J.P. Hvidsten

115th anniversary of  
chiropractic celebrated in 
D.D. Palmer’s hometown

 A small but enthusiastic group of chiroprac-
tors from across southern Ontario gathered at 
the Scugog municipal office on September 18 to 
celebrate the 115th anniversary of the founding 
of chiropractic.
 Addressing the audience, Dr. Jamie Laws 
said it was a special day in the life of chiropractic 
and for Port Perry. And while he admitted there 
was some controversy over exactly where Daniel 
David Palmer was born, he said, “there is no 
dispute that he is Canadian, grew up in this area 
and he discovered chiropractic.”
 Mayor Marilyn Pearce agreed with Dr. Laws’ 
comments, adding that Daniel David Palmer is 
one of Port Perry’s youth and is important to the 
town’s history. 
 “We have claimed him as our own,” she said.
 The mayor explained, that as a prominent 
Canadian, he has been given a prominent place 
in the community, referring to Palmer Park and 
the monument along the lakefront. 
 Following the meeting, the group toured 
downtown Port Perry, Palmer Park and enjoyed 
a tour of Lake Scugog on the Woodman. 

Traditional Thanksgiving Pies:  mincemeat, apple and pumpkin pie
Holiday cakes and cookies  ~  Festive tarts and cinnamon rolls  ~  Pumpkin-spiced muffi ns

            and don’t forget …  Fresh baked bread and dinner rolls

HOLIDAY BAKED GOODS A-PLENTY THAT 
YOUR WHOLE FAMILY WILL GOBBLE RIGHT UP!

204 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2172

from
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 “Some are born to success, some achieve it, and 
others have it thrust upon them,” (Shakespeare).  
It’s hard to say which of the bard’s descriptions 
applies most accurately to the career of successful 
Port Perry landscape designer Dan O’Brien. 
 While hard work and talent have contributed 
to his national acclaim, he insists the career path 
was merely “happenstance.”
 “A fluke,” he summarizes.  “Sure, I was inter-
ested in art, and took it throughout high school, 
but no one identified it as a special talent.  You 
could say it all started with grass cutting.”
 A typical teenager, Dan accepted his earliest 
employment with any company willing to take 
him on. True to his “happenstance” explanation, 
a local landscaper hired him: for the physically-
demanding aspects of that work, manual property 
maintenance and grass cutting.
 Dan parlayed that initial experience into less 
punishing part-time work – this time at a garden 
centre, which further expanded his knowledge and 
whetted his appetite for more. His next step would 
formalize his training and define his life’s direc-
tion.
 “One of the programs offered at Fanshawe 
(College, in London) was Landscape Design. That 
really appealed to me.”
 But the road to commercial independence and 
business success is rarely simple or swift, and on 
graduation, Dan began a lengthy “apprenticeship” 
of sorts.
 “I worked in Ottawa, at a large design and 
building firm, for three years before applying to 
the City of Oshawa Parks Department.  I stayed 
there for 11.”
 One significant Oshawa project foreshadowed 
his future as Dan participated in designing the 
revitalization of the city’s Lakeview Park.
 Satisfying, perhaps, but still he chafed to strike 
out as an independent landscape designer. In 1987, 
with the encouragement of Port Perry business 
acquaintance John McDougall, Dan made the peril-
ous move forming “Daniel J. O’Brien and Associ-
ates Landscape Architects”.  
 Like any new company, Dan’s felt growing 
pains.
 “You build a reputation project-by-project,” 
he explains. “I took all levels of work – small 

Dan O’Brien brings his talent home, 
to give a much needed facelift to 
Port Perry’s aging lakefront park 

Palmer Park gets a 
much needed facelift

likes to begin his projects on the drawing board with hand-drawn plans. Please turn to page 14
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 The City of Peterborough proposed one such project in 
2000, work which would ultimately garner national accolades.
 “The project’s timing coincided with two significant 
events: the new millennium, and the city’s 150th birthday.  Its 
budget was $2.5 million in the initial phase.  
 “The specifications were challenging: the park needed to 
reflect overlapping aspects of Peterborough’s history, blending 
rustic and modern elements. The results were nominated for 
the Canadian Society of Landscape Architects’ annual award, 
and won.”
 The landscape designer’s job requires painstaking creative 
planning as well as flexibility throughout development.
 “A municipality will come to us with a concept and 
budget, and we produce an initial plan. Extensive input is then 
required from the public and other stakeholders, which results 
in numerous revisions and suggestions. We put it all together.”
 Once a final version is approved, Dan’s role varies.
 “Sometimes, I’ll just produce the master plan, then send 
out for bids. In that case, I’ll provide ‘contract administration’ 
to ensure accurate completion by the successful bidders.”
 The same philosophy, he says, applies to residential 
projects. “This firm’s small, so we don’t have a ‘construction 
group,’ which means we work hand in hand with trusted con-
tractors.”
 The company’s compact size, in Dan’s opinion, offers 
benefits to customers as well as personal satisfaction to its 
founder.
 “I see it as a plus,” he says of the two-man operation.  “We 
can concentrate on the design end of each job, and I can be 
hands-on with everything, the way I like best.”
 Residential work has become a sizable portion of his busi-
ness over time.  Though the square-footage will be smaller 
than a town’s waterfront, Dan’s task is just as challenging.
 “People often make large investments, and don’t want to 
waste dollars.  Some lakeshore estates in Oakville will top $1 
million, similar money to the spending on Port Perry’s water-

and large jobs at private homes, 
commercial work.  But I’d say it 
was working for the municipal 
government on the Lindsay wa-
terfront project that really made it 
take off.”
 The Lindsay project drew on 
his earlier Oshawa experience, 
designing a boardwalk and public 
park to beautify the town’s riv-
erfront.  Similar jobs in Cobourg 
and Newcastle followed as, in 
Dan’s words, “one thing led to 
another.”
 “Waterfront projects tend to 
be popular and successful,” he 
explains. “The parks become gath-
ering places and sources of pride 
for the whole community. Many 
municipal governments look to 
their waterfronts for potential 
improvement.” Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

Continued from page 13
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front park!”
 Dan’s fingerprints decorate that ongoing Scugog project. “I produced an overall plan 
not long after I came here,” he remembers. “The recent changes are the first big piece.”
 Those improvements are well known to Scugog residents: Palmer Park’s facelift, as 
well as “streetscaping” at the foot of Queen Street.
 Government funding accelerated implementation of those long-drafted concepts, 
creating what Dan terms a “compressed timeframe” for its final planning and tendering.
 “This phase was driven by the pedestrian trail, connecting to the formal promenade 
with places to sit as well as the streetscape – all of them tied together.  We’ve set a tone 
for the future, when the mill will be the next focal point.”
 Dan cites the Water Street dock as a point of particular pride. “That element was 
more a ‘renovation’ or a ‘rehab,’” he says. “I’m pleased  to see what it’s become.  There 
were challenges, too:  having to work around fishes’ spawning schedules, which gave us 
limited time to work in the water.”
 In his experience, the first phase of waterfront improvements will likely spur further 
development. “Private sector spending often follows expenditures of public funds 
on a waterfront space.  There’s a potential for commercial development, now that the 
groundwork’s been laid.”
 Demanding jobs require relaxing activities to maintain personal balance, and Dan 
O’Brien’s slate of downtime activities reflect that thinking.
 “I took up karate at 18, intrigued after Bruce Lee made it the rage.  Today I have my 
fifth-degree black belt.
 In winter, Dan and Beth, his wife of 33 years, enjoy skiing and snowboarding.  The 
couple has two grown children, Patrick, 29, and Jaci, 25.
 As the former grass cutter looks back with pride – and a hint of whimsy – at his 20-
plus years in Port Perry. “I enjoyed different jobs for different reasons, but I suppose the 
Peterborough project might be my favourite,” he confides.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

Warranty Available 
Good, reliable certified 

vehicles from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house 
leasing 
available

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years

Night
 Safari
Night
 Safari
E X OT I C 

A N I M A L S
Saturday
October 9

Starting at 5:00 p.m.

NORTHWOOD 
ZOO

2192 Cookson Lane
Seagrave  

905-985-2738

AFRICAN DRUMMERS
LIVE ANIMAL SHOW
BARBECUE  - $6.00

Texas Burger & Pop 
or Sausage & Pop

plus a Donut.

$15 Adults
$13 Seniors

$11 Kids 12 & under 
2 & under Free *

*Plus tax. Cash only –
no interac service.

Come see our Baby Lion, 
Tiger and Wolves.

Bring your flashlight.

NEXT

Quality
Windows 
& Doors

For
New Home 

Construction 
And Your

Renovation 
Projects

Your first choice in quality,
design and performance.

• Sales and Expert Custom Installation    
• Established in 1985

Visit our showroom at:
193 North Street,

Port Perry
1-800-788-0270
905-985-4910  

OPPERS
Windows & Doors



An
in Scugog

American

 Canada and the U.S.A. share the longest border in the world and 
its peoples have been friends for more than 200 years - so it should 
come as no surprise that in addition to cross-border shopping, the 
two countries also share cross-border immigration.
 This month Focus introduces you to one (we know there are 
more) of Scugog’s American transplants, Jim Papia, a stalky, 
masculine man with a southern drawl who hails from 
the southern city of Memphis, Tennessee.  
 Jim arrived in Port Perry just over seven 
years ago after meeting and marrying 
his Canadian sweetheart. 
 Here’s Jim’s story...
 

 Memphis!
 The mere mention of this 
bustling city in the heart of Ten-
nessee conjures up images of Elvis 
Presley, the world’s most popular 
rock ‘n roll star.
 And as the undisputed birthplace 
of rock ‘n roll and soul, Memphis is 
also home to the likes of B.B. King, 
Muddy Waters, Jerry Lee Lewis, Justin 
Timberlake, Kathy Bates, Morgan Free-
man and let’s not forget Jim Papia.
 Jim Papia? 
 You might ask, “Who the hell is Jim 
Papia?”
 Well, Jim is a proud American who now 
lives far from his Memphis home on a  
small piece of acreage on the 
outskirts of Port Perry with 
his Canadian wife Hannah, 
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working long, hard days to make a modest living as an 
arborist.
 But Jim’s story begins long before he made the decision 
to migrate 1,700 km from his Tennessee birthplace to live 
in small-town Ontario. 
 Jim was born and raised in a middle-class Memphis 
neighbourhood with his parents and brother. His life was 
not unlike most young lads, who spent their time hang-
ing out with friends and playing little league fastball. He 
also enjoyed hunting for quail and deer with his dad and 
grandfather.
 “Momma had us outside all the time,” he recalled, 
adding “our street was always full of kids. We grew up 
together and graduated together.”
 While attending school he picked up his first guitar 
and after a few lessons, learned to play by ear, honing his 
skills playing at local schools and parties.
 “Memphis has so much good talent,” he says and 
music is one of the things he misses most now that he’s 
living in Canada. “Almost every beer joint had bands 
playing on the weekends - music is just a part of life 
there,” he smiles.
 He remembers fondly hanging out in the entertain-
ment district and along Beale Street, listening to the 
sounds of blues, soul and rock music spilling through 
doors and windows of its many colourful and dimly lit 
bars.
 Not unlike many of today’s youth, Jim had no idea 
what he wanted to do when he was growing up. “I re-
belled after finishing high school knowing I didn’t want 
to be any part of public service.
 This dislike came about partially from seeing his 
father spend 27 years as a police officer and police chief 
in Memphis. His grandfather was also a public servant 
- serving as a deputy fire chief for the city.
 Admittedly a bit of a rebel, Jim started out working in 
factories and warehouses before landing a job with a tree 
service company. And while he never intended to stick 
it out for long, he found he enjoyed the job and working 
outside and stayed at it for five years.

 After leaving, he jumped from job to job for the next 
few years, never being able to settle down. He didn’t like 
working inside, so eventually he returned to work in the 
tree service business.
 This experience eventually led him to a position with 
the University of Memphis when a friend offered him a 
position as a tree trimmer for the school. It was during 
this time working at the university that he completed a 
course to become a certified arborist. 
 “I went from being a tree trimmer to a certified ar-
borist,” he smiles, noting that he got a title, but didn’t get 
any more money.
 During this same time, Jim supplemented his income 
working private jobs on the weekends. It was while 
working at the university he was approached by a young 
Canadian woman, Hannah Scott, a professor in the De-
partment of Criminology who asked if he would do some 
work at her home.
 “I had long hair below my shoulders and a ‘Fu Man-
chu moustache,” he said, as he traced his fingers along 
the side of his mouth to show its length. But it seems his 
scruffy appearance had not deterred the young Canadian, 
so he agreed to do the work.
 “From the beginning I was intrigued by her,” he 
smiles. “She was pretty, easy to talk to and we enjoyed 
similar music tastes.” It was apparent that Hannah also 
took a liking to this young “Memphian” as she provided 
him her business card on three occasions, with her pri-
vate home number scrawled on the back.
 But it took Jim almost a year before he called her for 
a date which was to include dinner and a concert. That 
was in September 2002, but unfortunately, due to strong 
winds and rain, the result of a hurricane passing through 
the area, the concert was cancelled so they settled for din-
ner in an Italian restaurant.
 Three months later Hannah asked Jim if he would con-
sider moving to Canada with her, if she accepted a new job 
posting in southern Ontario. Jim knew she (Hannah) was 
the woman he wanted to be with so there was no hesita-

Please turn to page 20

DONOVAN SMITH
Over 30 years business experience in the private sector

Responsible  •  Fair
Experienced Leadership

905-986-5084
donovansmith7@gmail.com

VOTE REGIONAL COUNCILLOR
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M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
              all year round
Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
               Prom, Evening 
                     Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

TAKE THE CHILL OUT OF AUTUMN
gourmet  grills

905-985-0715     170 Casimir Street, Port Perry    

20% FINAL
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Rick Fines Trio opens Greenbank Folk Music season
 Renowned veteran Canadian singer-songwriter, Rick Fines, 
opens the Greenbank Folk Music season Saturday, October 16, 
bringing his deep catalogue of timeless blues originals, spellbind-
ing voice, and acclaimed musicianship to the stage.
 He will be accompanied by Rob Phillips on piano and vocals 
and Richard Simpkins on string bass and vocals.
 In October 2005, Rick went to Alabama where he took first 
place in the Sweetgum Bottom Acoustic Blues Competition. His 
song “Riley Wants His Life Back” won first place in the blues 
category of 2003 International Songwriting Competition, with B.B. 
King as one of the judges! 
 Recently, he won the Maple Blues Award for Songwriter of the 
Year, twice Acoustic Act Of The Year, and he has received more 
than eight additional nominations. His work with Jackson Delta 
(for 15 years) brought nominations from both the Juno and the 
Handy Awards.
 A Peterborough resident, he has toured from the Gulf of Mexico 
to the Arctic, from B.C. to NYC last year alone, bringing his under-
standing of blues, finger-style and bottleneck guitar.
 Don’t miss this outstanding opening night as Fines’ easy man-
ner and wealth of interesting anecdotes plus the trio’s powerful 
musicianship keep the show rolling.
 Greenbank Folk Music Society, Greenbank Centennial Hall, 
Greenbank is the place to be October 16. Don’t miss it. 
 Tickets are $25 each and available at: Blue Heron Books, Ux-
bridge, 905-852-4282, P O E Design, Port Perry, 905-985-0060, or call 
905-985-8351 for reserved tickets and information.

As Your Mayor I Pledge to:
• Build Economic Opportunity
• Fix Our Sewage Lagoon System
•  Promote our Scugog Culture, 

Heritage and Agricultural Values
• Be A Full Time Mayor

905-982-8811
www.chuckmercier.ca
email: chuckmercier2010@yahoo.ca

VOTE
NOW! CHUCK MERCIER

for MAYOR
Scugog Township



22  FOCUS - OCTOBER 2010   

tion with his answer. 
 “In a heartbeat,” he told her.
 He wasn’t concerned about getting work, loved to 
travel and felt the move would be a good opportunity.
 Hannah accepted the offer of an Associate Professor in 
the Faculty of Social Science at the soon to be opened Uni-
versity of Ontario Institute of Technology and the search 
began for a new home in Canada.
 After completing an interview in Oshawa at the UOIT 
in March, Hannah rented a car and drove to Port Perry to 
search for a new home. At a local pub in town the owner 
introduced her to a real estate agent who eventually found 
a house in Prince Albert they liked.

 The next couple of months were a whirlwind. They 
purchased the house five days after the viewing... were 
married on May 10 at a private ‘family and friends’ wed-
ding on the family’s country property outside of Mem-
phis... packed up all their belongings... moved to Canada 
and into their new home by the end of May.
 After working for about a year in Pickering and saving 
his money, Jim decided it was time to start his own busi-
ness. He placed a few ads in the local newspapers with 
only his old “rust-free” Tennessee 1993 Chev pickup and a 
trailer - TREEriffic Tree Service was born.
 Fifteen months after landing in Canada, this “landed ir-
ritant,” as Hannah refers jokingly to her husband, acquired 
his ‘residency permit’ and is now in the process of becom-
ing a Canadian citizen.
 Two years ago the couple moved from their Prince Al-
bert home and now live on a 35 acre parcel of land on the 
northern edge of Port Perry abutting the Nonquon Conser-
vation Area. 
 Jim has embraced Canada and what it has to offer. And 
for a guy who had very little contact with snow, Jim loves 
the winter. So far he has conquered ice skates and has set 
his eye on learning to ski in the future.
 As for the future Jim just can’t see himself moving back 
to the USA. “The quality of life here is superb - we just 
absolutely have it all.”
 Welcome to Canada Jim!

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 17

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

15987 Simcoe St., Port Perry • 905-985-3312 • www.portperryvilla.ca

WALK-IN TOURS WELCOME!

Scugog’s long-time neighbourhood friend 
and retirement community.

RSVP to Debbie at
905.985.3312

“SOUPER” TUESDAYS
Seniors $3.99*

 Served at 12pm every Tuesday
A new soup and salad 

each week.
*Includes coffee/tea, dessert and tax. 

     

BRIDGE & EUCHRE
TOURNAMENTS

Progressive Euchre
October 13 & 27 at 1:30pm

Bridge
October 14 & 28 at 1:30pm     

ANTIQUE APPRAISAL DAY
October 23, 1-4pm

Come in with your antiques and 
get an appraisal by a professional 

from Treasure Antiques 
in Thornhill.

$5.00 charge will apply to appraisals

FISH & CHIPS 
FRIDAYS!

Served at 12pm every Friday 
Seniors $2.99* 

Call to reserve your spot. 
 Seating is limited.

*Includes coffee/tea, dessert and tax.     

Port Perry Annual
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

November 20th 10 – 3 pm
Vendor Spots Still Available. 

Contact Kim Owen for details.
kowen@clmi.ca

Drop in for a tour and 
ask about our 

complimentary trial stay.  
Respite & guest suites 

available.



905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry

CHIROPRACTORS
Dr. Dwayne Hooper

BSc, DC
Dr. Sabrina Hooper

BA, BEd, DC

Take Control of Your Health
The human body is a beautiful and magnificent machine, so 

complex that it has never been equaled.  Even if computers can 
perform billions of calculations per second, even if technology 
has offered us incredibly useful and powerful tools, the human 
body is still unequaled in its ability to accomplish countless 
tasks simultaneously and effortlessly.  

Like any machine, your body must be looked after and cared 
for.  Your body is your means of transportation, your means to 
accomplish all that you want to do, for what we hope to be a 
very long time.

 You are unique. Your taste, your personality, your choices, 
your life… all this makes you unique. The worries, emotions 
and problems that we all experience are unique… or is it true? 
Because when we have a problem, we tend to think that we are 
alone. But as soon as we look around and open up, it is clear 
that many experience the same. And there are many around 
who can listen and help. 

Life can be pretty stressful sometimes - on your body, your 
mind and your soul. We introduce to you, a number of people 
in our community who will help you to stay healthy physically, 
mentally and emotionally.

Why not discover allies and resources to help you become 
more and more…. yourself – mind, body and soul!

from www.youngandhealthy.ca

Look Good
FEEL GREAT!
No Excuses!

TM

15930 Old Simcoe Road
Port Perry
South of Arena, plaza by Tim Horton’s

905-985-7627

Be Well

• Open 24/7 - We NEVER close!
• Beginners to athletes welcome!
• State- of- the- Art equipment
•  Free fi tness assessment, equipment 

orientation & workout plan
•  Monthly or pre-paid memberships 

starting at about $1/day
•  Personal training & classes (1:1, 

Kettlebells, Beginners, Women 
& Weights)

• Friendly clean environment

www.snapfi tness.com/
portperryon

Take control of your health!

P H Y S I C A L    B E H AV I O U R A L    S P I R I T U A L    E M OT I O N A L    I N T E L L E C T U A L     M E N TA L
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CALL US 
for the 

health of it

16130 Old Simcoe Rd, Port Perry

ALL-FIT / ALL-AGES INC.
905•985•6944
Gym and Wellness Centre

Our clients say they love the
· Clean, friendly, comfortable atmosphere
· 100% locally owned & operated
· Membership payment options
· No enrollment fees
· Full time on the fl oor gym supervision

At All Fit All Ages we offer access 
to individuals with special needs 

and medical limitations.

We can help with age appropriate
conditioning and programs to achieve a 

balanced healthy lifestyle.

Junior Drop In Program
Strong Women With Weights
Combat Aerobics

New!
New!
New!

CALL NOW!

Whether walking or just standing, having comfortable well cared for feet 
is essential. Feet maintain the pressure of your whole body and they generally 
work more than your hands. When feet do not get the attention they deserve, 
chronic problems can develop, which may cause troubles in the future.  

The trained nurses at Community Care Durham provide foot care 
assessment, care and advice for clients, including the elderly and people with 
diabetes, who have problems looking after their feet. Care includes clipping 
nails, treating corns, calluses, ingrown nails and preventative care as well as 
referrals to other health professionals. 

Our foot care nurses also advise on appropriate footwear and counsels 
clients on how to care for their feet. To access this service, just call us.

Community Care Durham
905-985-8461

See our ad on page 25.

Community Care Durham Helps You to Take Care 
of Your Feet for a Lifetime

We are delighted to introduce Helen Daymond, a new addition to our 
team of professional counsellors. Helen is a registered psychologist who has 
been working with children, adolescents and their families for over 10 years. 
She has recently moved to Ontario along with her husband and 4 children, 
from Calgary, Alberta. 

Helen has acquired extensive experience providing psychological 
assessment and treatment to children and youth in various settings including 
schools, children’s mental health agencies and private practice settings. She has 
experience with a wide range of behavioural, emotional and developmental 
issues including: Anxiety, Depression, Parenting Issues, Behavioural Issues, 
Trauma, Self-Esteem, Autism Spectrum Disorders and ADHD. 

Helen utilizes a developmental approach  in working with children and 
youth, ages 3 to 16. Call today. 

North Durham Professional Counsellors 
188 Mary Street, Port Perry 
905-985-1130

See our ad on page 25.

Child Psychologist Joins North Durham 
Professional Counsellors

Healing Points Acupuncture
Susanne Schmid, 

Certifi ed and Registered Acupuncturist
 Call for appointment: 905 244 4336

ACUPUNCTURE
For the relief of stress, aches and pains, repetitive 

strain injuries and to help accelerate post-surgery recovery. 
Also o! ering acupressure massage,

acupuncture without the needles.
Treat the root of the problem  –  not just the symptom.

MASSAGE THERAPY
Becky Bogar  RMT  

Providing Massage ! erapy Services that help with:
Headaches    •    Back Pain

Rotator Cu!  Injuries    •    Sports Injuries
Prenatal Discomfort    •    Relaxation

Call TODAY to book your appointment.
705-879-3265

Covered by most extended Health Plans.

1894 SCUGOG STREET  (Food Basics Plaza)  PORT PERRY
Gift Certificates Available
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Lee Warner
Reiki Practitioner

240 Mary Street
2nd Floor

Port Perry
905-439-4655

leewarner@powergate.caAvailable By Appointment Only

Experience the Healing Hands of Reiki 
Relieves pain 
and stress

Strengthens
the immune system

Minimizes feelings 
of fatigue

Treats the symptoms 
and causes of illness

Promotes
natural self-healing

Heightens
creativity

Strengthens
intuition

I have been a Massage Therapist for four 
years. In the years that I have practiced, I have 
had great joy in helping people recover from 
injuries, and help educate them on home-care, 
so that they can live a healthier life with at 
home exercises.

I always find out my clients short term and 
long term goals, so that I can give each person 
the best treatment possible. Massage Therapy 
is a great form of treatment to improve overall 
health by relaxing and stretching muscles and 
is covered by most extended Health Plans. 

Call for an appointment today, 
705-879-3265.

Becky and Susanne both offer 
their services at :
1894 Scugog Street, 
(Food Basics Plaza)
Port Perry

See our ad on page 22.

Meet Becky Bogar, RMT

“Positive people generate positive 
energy and positive energy generates 
good health”

As an experienced Martial Artist, Chi 
Kung Sifu and an entrepreneur, I can 
say that attitude and approach are huge 
in the foundation of success. Having a 
vision, seeing it complete, doing what it 
takes to get there!

I encourage you to align with this 
season, be “pro active” in your own 
vision of your own health care. Choose 
Acupuncture to build up your immune 
system and keep you “stress-free” and 
healthy.

Call today to book your appointment 
and you will receive a complete food 
guide to nutritional eating and recipes 
for aligning with this season. 

Call 905-244-4336.

Meet Susanne Schmidt, 
Healing Points 

 •  SNAP helped me find myself again … mind and body.  
I love my personal training & classes, my doctor is pleased!”

•   “I was nervous, but Phil (personal trainer) and staff made me 
feel comfortable.  They showed me how to use the equipment 
and gave me a workout plan.  Now I have energy, feel better 
and have lost 30 pounds!”

•  “Snap is always open which fits my hectic schedule. I don’t have 
to rush to finish my workout before closing hours. 
The equipment is the best, I love how the club is so clean and 
bright.”

•  “It’s my time for myself … stress relief … so I can better look 
after my family.”

Snap Fitness 24/7
15930 Old Simcoe Road, Port Perry  
905-985-7627
www.snapfi tness.com/portperryon

See our ad on page 21.

SNAP Fitness Members Love their 
24/7 Port Perry Fitness Club !

and

DOULA SERVICES
KAWART HA

LAMAZE

Kawartha Lamaze and Ladies of Labour provide 
childbirth education and doula labour support in 
Durham and Kawartha Lakes.

6 week Childbirth Class at Lakeridge Health Port Perry
SANDRA CARRIER RN LCCE

BEV BROWN RN
905-985-8633
bbrown80@

Doula
CAROL HOBBS
905-985-2456

@
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Did you know some studies show that more than 60% 
of those who seek medical attention are suffering from 
stress-related illnesses? 

Reiki (pronounced “Ray-Key”) is a safe and natural 
Japanese healing technique for pain release, stress 
reduction, deep relaxation, and expanded spiritual 
awareness. Reiki is a powerful, yet gentle mode of 
energetic healing wherein the bodies own natural healing 
abilities are activated and accelerated.  It heals on all 
levels including physical, emotional, mental and spiritual. 
Everything in the universe is composed of energy, 
including you! When your energy is strong and flowing, 
you are happy and healthy.  But when it is low, you are 
more prone to get sick, feel stressed and tired.

Reiki will replenish your vital energy, strengthen 
your immune system, and ward off disease.  At the 
same time it helps in the healing of ailments and acute 
and chronic illnesses from migraines to backaches, 
exhaustion, depression, and fears.  Reiki not only treats 
the symptoms but brings about balance and healing 
where the cause of the disease lies.   

It is also one of the few forms of healing that can be 
used to heal oneself!  Experience the healing hands of 
Reiki – call Lee for an appointment today!  

Lee Warner Reiki Practitioner
240 Mary Street, Port Perry  
(available by appointment only) 
905-439-4655

See our ad on page 23.

Experience The Healing Hands 
of REIKIHealth of your physical body, your mind, or your soul is 

not simply a “state.”  Typically speaking, you’re not simply 
“healthy” or “not healthy.”   Health is a “continuum” and 
balance of your mind, body, and soul.  Health is something 
to be continually sought after and pursued.  So ask yourself 
“how ‘healthy’ am I?  Could I be ‘healthier’?  What could I 
do to become ‘healthier’?”  You can always make changes and 
decisions to improve your health.    

Chiropractic is a safe, gentle, and effective form of 
health care that can help you pursue optimal health.  Dr. 
Dwayne & Dr. Sabrina Hooper use a variety of treatment 
approaches including: acupuncture, adjustments, exercises, 
myofascial release, ultrasound, and more…  to help 
improve your overall wellbeing.  Don’t wait to get healthier!

Your Health Chiropractic
175 North Street, Port Perry
905-985-3624

See our ad on page 21.

Become a Healthier You!

Better care for a better life
Home care designed
especially for you
OUR CLIENTS SAY it’s the compassion 
and professionalism of our caregivers that 
makes the di!erence – and allows them to 
live with independence and dignity in the 
comfort of their own homes. 
Find out how a personalized care plan can 
help you or your loved one.
For a Free Nursing Assessment, please call
905.433.4002
www.bayshore.ca

• Nursing
• Personal Care
• Home Support
• Companionship
• Funding Investigations
• Free Assessments
• Nurse Supervised Sta!
• 24 Hour/7 Day Service

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry

Physiotherapy and Rehabilitation.

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

  ACUPUNCTURE 
and

MASSAGE THERAPY

Physiotherapists are knowledgeable about surgical 
procedures and treatment goals, and can tailor their 
efforts to improve your well-being. After surgery, it is 
important to have professional guidance to optimize 
your recovery. 
Physiotherapists get you moving faster.

No referral necessary. 
Evening and early morning
appointments available.

For an appointment call:

905-985-8363
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DR. PARNIAN PAJOUHANDEH
& ASSOCIATES

Psychological and Counselling Services
Individuals, Couples,  Youth & Families

North Durham Professional Counsellors
B-188 Mary Street, Port Perry

Toll Free 1-800-253-0181

• Anxiety      • Stress       • Depression      • Parenting 
• Trauma      • Anger       • Relationships
• Auto/Work Accidents    • Behavioural Issues
• Life Transitions             • Autism Spectrum Disorders

No Referral Necessary.  Evening Appointments Available.
Fees May Be Covered Through Extended Health Care Plans.

905-985-1130
www.northdurhamcounsellors.com

... and introducing HELEN DAYMOND,
a Child Psychologist who has joined our team here 
in Port Perry.  Helen is a registered psychologist 
who has been working with children (ages 3-16), 
adolescents, and their families for over 10 years.

“Wouldn’t it be nice if exercise wasn’t an obstacle in your 
life, but a way of inspiring those you love? 

It’s important to make time for yourself because being your 
best means you can give your best. Don’t spend precious time 
beating yourself up. Come and try a group class at ALL-FIT/
ALL AGES GYM.  You can sweat it out with people who are 
after the same goal. Feeling better doesn’t mean you have to do 
it alone. 

You deserve the best life possible. You are the example for 
loved ones. If you are going to set the example, you’ve got to 
be the example. Come and be your best with us!

 All-Fit/All Ages Gym
16130 Old Simcoe Road, Port Perry
905-985-6944

See our ad on page 22.

Be the Example

Sandra Carrier, Kawartha Lamaze has worked as a 
registered nurse and provided lamaze classes at Lakeridge 
Health Port Perry for over 24 years. After completing the 
classes, I frequently have the opportunity to assist couples 
through their labour and birth of their baby. It is my belief 
that working as a registered nurse in the maternal/newborn 
field provides me with the hands on experience that 
enhances my classes.
705-786-3217
www.kawarthalamaze.com

Beverly Brown, Ladies of Labour Doula Services, is a 
registered nurse with over 38 years of experience in the 
maternal/child field. Having experienced three natural 
births of her own, as well as sharing in countless new life 
experiences throughout her career, she knows the ability of 
women to deliver with least intervention is an extremely 
successful, empowering and profoundly life changing 
experience.
905-985-8633
bbrown80@sympatico.ca

Carol Hobbs, Ladies of Labour Doula Services, has 
worked in the medical field for 26 years, ten of them with 
Lakeridge Health. She knows the importance of compassion 
and confidentiality in each clients care. Carol first became 
inspired to become a doula at the birth of her granddaughter 
Hannah. Every birth she has attended has been different, 
yet totally satisfying for both herself and the new family. 
She would consider it a privilege to assist you on this life-
changing journey.

905-985-2456
hannahs-grandma@hotmail.com

See our ad on page 23.

Childbirth Education and 
Doula Labour Support

• Foot Care Clinic held on Wednesdays 
• Located at the Hope Church – 14480 Old Simcoe Road
• Trained Nurses to provide “hands-on” care
• First Time Visit is $19.00. Subsequent visits only $14.00.

Do you have 
diabetes or 

foot problems?

 Perhaps we can help!

FOOT CARE CLINIC
Here’s a great opportunity 

for you to take care of your feet.

We are accepting new clients.
Book your appointment today!

To register for foot care or for more information 
on this service, please call our office at

905-985-8461
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did you know? voting by mail is easy
 With a municipal election fast approaching 
in Scugog Township we thought there were a 
few things that voters should know regarding 
ballots and voting. 
 First of all electors within the Township of 
Scugog will be given the opportunity of voting 
by mail again this election.  Each eligible elec-
tor included on the voters’ list, as of Septem-
ber 15, 2010 shall receive a Vote by Mail Kit 
in the mail on or after October 1st. You may 
return your ballot to the Township of Scugog 
by mail, or deposit it in person at the “Ballot 
Return Station” at the municipal office on 
designated days - see township website.
 You can access 
more informa-
tion about “Vote 
By Mail” on the 
Scugog Township 
website: www.
township.scugog.
on.ca/vote-
mail.29.php

    The last municipal election in Scugog 
took place four years ago, in 2006.  At that 
time Marilyn Pearce handily defeated her may-
oralty opponent Ann Cowman by more than 3,000 votes.  
There were a total of 8,073 votes cast for the position of 
mayor during that campaign.
 Jim McMillen was acclaimed to the position of Regional 
Councillor, as were Bobbie Drew as the Ward 2 councillor 
and Georgia Brock as the Ward 5 councillor.
 All other positions were contended with Cecil Lamrock, 
Lynn Philip Hodgson and Blair Martyn winners.  Donovan 
Smith won a by-election in Ward 4 less than a year later,  
following the untimely death of  Mr. Martyn.
 It appears Scugog’s next council will lose a lot of those 
‘winning faces’ from 2006.  Mayor Pearce, Georgia Brock, 
Lynn Philip Hodgson and Cecil Lamrock are all retiring, leav-
ing an ‘experience void’.  This situation will be compounded 
even more when the election eliminates one of two other 
veteran councillors, Donovan Smith or Bobbie Drew.   
 May the best candidate win!

a little election nostalgia

YOUR NEIGHBOU
R
S

O
W

NE
D & OPERATED BY

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry

Enjoy the Bountiful Produce of Autumn

Everything you need
for your Thanksgiving
feast, all in one place!

great meals start at 
Vos’ Independent
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 For Dr. Kerri Best, her devotion to her children and 
husband, made the decision to focus on family medicine 
an easy one. “I always knew I wanted to be a family doc-
tor,” she says. “It was a childhood goal and I never veered 
from it.”
 However, her interest in teaching proper breastfeeding 
education to colleagues and other women is a passion that 
stemmed from her own experiences as a mother. “I real-
ized just how poorly educated we are about breastfeeding 
when I had my daughter,” she explains. “Even I felt lost 
and I’m a full-fledged physician!” 
 Kerri knew she wasn’t alone in her despair. “There’s 
a lack of resources available to women,” she says, before 
adding that she could only imagine how other mothers 

– who weren’t a part of the medical world – were feel-
ing about it. 
 Determined to find a way to “teach and help pa-
tients prepare for breastfeeding prior to the birth,” Kerri 
spent her spare time taking extra courses. “I wanted to 
take my experience and help others,” she explains. 
 Now, as part of the Medical Associates of Port Perry, 
Kerri works as a family physician while living out her 
dream of specializing in women’s health issues through 
teaching breastfeeding education and doing routine 
lactation assessments at the hospital. 
 In addition to her doctor duties, including working 
in the clinic and on urgent care and doing in-patient 

Docs’’
The

PART NINE

Dr. Kerri Best

Dr. Kerri Best 

always knew she 

wanted to be a 

family doctor  

and it was a 

childhood goal 

from which she 

never waivered.

Please turn to page 28
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Continued from page 27

Dr. Kerri Best

“I enjoy the variety 
that comes from 
having all types of 
people in my  
practice.”

...Dr. Kerri Best

care and surgical assistance at the hospital, Kerri also 
teaches medical students by allowing them to shadow 
her in her practice. “It’s nice to give back and be a teach-
er for once,” she says, “especially after being a student 
for so long.”
 Kerri was granted her first opportunity to work in 
medicine in grade 13. For her co-op program she was 
able to work in the hospital doing obstetrics, which is 
a practice that focuses on caring for women and their 
babies during pregnancy. 
 But, she soon realized it wasn’t the right fit for her, 
explaining that when working in obstetrics, “You are 
missing a huge part of the life cycle. You deliver a baby 
and then you might never see that child grow up.”
 She decided that working as a family doctor was 
more appropriate for her. “A family practitioner al-
lowed me to do everything, to see it all, to be a part of 
my patient’s lives for the whole journey,” she explains. 
“And I enjoy the variety that comes from having all 
types of people in my practice,” she adds, referring to 
her treatment of men, women and children. 
 Kerri began her medical training at McMaster Uni-
versity and she completed her ‘rural residency’ program 
(work placement in hospital/clinic) out of the Univer-
sity of Toronto. While her first year of residency was 
spent rotating among Toronto’s hospitals, she decided to 
come to Port Perry, like many of the other ‘Docs,’ for her 
second year of residency. 
 Even though she “absolutely loved it in Port Perry” 
she moved to Mount Albert to practice and be with her 
husband who worked as a paramedic in the area. In 
hopes of returning one day, she decided to continue to 
work in emergency in the hospital as a way of staying 
“linked to Port Perry.” 
 But Kerri says she 
“always missed being 
in Port Perry.” After 
her daughter was 
born, they decided to 
move back and “there 
was no looking back!” 
she assures. 
 The family settled 
in Port Perry, but with 
the birth of her son, practicing in emergency became too 
hard. “I felt like I had to be ‘supermom,’” she explains. 
“It was difficult but I realized as much as my career as a 
doctor has its place, it’s not most important.”

 Kerri decided, especially after witnessing how valu-
able life is through her work, family needed to come first. 
She wanted to be more involved in her children’s lives 
and so she decided to dedicate some of her time to estab-
lishing “a presence in their school,” through volunteer-
ing in the classroom, assisting teachers and reading to 
students.  
 Aside from working in the classroom, Kerri is also 
secretary of the parent council at S. A. Cawker School 
and she is heavily involved in developing a program 
called Mothers in Touch, which happens to run in many 
communities and branches off according to school. “The 
hardest part is finding the time, but I’m determined!” she 
insists. 
 Mothers in Touch, she explains, “Allows moms to 
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Next month - Part 10 
Dr. Tony Brown

come together and pray for their kids.” Each meeting is 
based around a different focus, such as “school bullying” 
or “purity” and the women will gather together while 
Kerri leads them in prayer. “It provides an extra cushion 
for doing all you can for your kids’ safety,” she says.  
 She also devotes her spare time to nurturing her love 
for photography and scrapbooking. “Photography is like 
my escape,” she says. “I can escape from whatever’s in my 
head, especially because my patients are always on my 
mind.”
 Kerri says, in times of struggle, she is lucky to be able 
to lean on her husband for support. “He understands the 
ups and downs in medicine,” she explains, referring to his 
job as a paramedic. 
 “He understands when I come home and can’t shut my 
brain off.” His encouragement, along with her adoration 
for photography, allows Kerri to stay afloat when the emo-
tional burdens of being a doctor become overwhelming.  
 As part of her motto to “embrace life,” Kerri uses her 
camera to explore and chronicle the things that make her 
feel content. Her subject of choice? “I like to find beauty in 
the simple things,” she notes, while expressing her delight 
for photographing nature and her family. 
 “Scrapbooking became a way for me to integrate the 
two and it allows me to document my life,” she explains. 
“You realize how precious life is and you have to docu-
ment those special moments.”
 Kerri describes herself as a very sentimental person 
and she believes this quality is the reason for her devotion 
to practicing family medicine. 
 Commenting on her relationships with her patients, 
she says “You become a part of the journey with them. 
They’re giving me a gift as I’m helping them along. It’s a 
privilege to be privy to what they tell you and you can’t 
get that anywhere else.” She adds, “It’s a big responsibility, 
but so worth it.” 
 After losing her sister at a young age, Kerri says she 
has a “depth of sympathy that makes her more emotion-
ally involved with her patients.” “When they cry, I cry. 
When they’re in pain, I’m in pain. When they’re happy, I’m 
ecstatic!” she says.  
 This strong connection to her patients, as well as the 
desire and willingness to help them “throughout the 
journey” has led Kerri to make herself as available to her 
patients as possible. She designed and manages her own 
website and encourages her patients to keep in touch with 
her through email. 
 She also posts regular health updates to her website to 
keep her patients aware of any new medical research that 
may be relevant to them. “It’s an extra level of me trying 
to be there – even if it’s not physically,” she explains. “It’s 
helpful to my patients and myself, especially with time 
and getting information out quickly to a large group of 
people.”
 Kerri says sometimes she will even use the website as a 
means to catch up with or keep in touch with her patients. 
“If a patient is going through a hard time, they just need a 
reassuring word,” she says. “All it takes is one sentence to 
tide over or reassure someone and it’s because I have that 
trust with my patients.”

 Another relationship built on trust that Kerri 
greatly depends on is the team of ‘Docs’ she works 
with everyday. “It’s amazing to find a group of strong-
minded people with different personalities that gel so 
beautifully,” she says. “I know it’s hard to find and I 
think a part of it is the huge support we get from the 
community.” She smiles before adding, “It’s unlike 
anywhere else.” 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

www.scugogchamber.ca
905-985-4971

Did you know that the 
Chamber is the largest 

networking group 
in Scugog?

  Elect                                  
                            HOWARD DANSON

Long time
Ward 5 
resident

                
Proven 

leader in 
health care 

and community

shdanson@powergate.ca
or

905-985-1659

Councillor 
WARD 5
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 The Scugog Council for the 
Arts and the Scugog Shores Heri-
tage Centre and Archives proudly 
present an art exhibition entitled 
“Out of the Ashes” to celebrate 
the 125th anniversary of the 
rebuilding of Port Perry.  
 On July 4, 1884, a horrific fire 
spread through the town destroy-
ing much of the downtown core.   
No other single incident has had 
a more profound impact on the 
present and future of this indus-
trious community.  
 Come and see how local art-
ists have interpreted the emo-
tional impact, personal loss, and 
community strength that such an 
experience presented to the town 
and its citizens.  
 Using artifacts from the  
museum’s collection for inspira-
tion, they have used their imagi-
nations to create original works of 
art on this theme. 
 Works of art will be displayed 
with the museum artifacts which 
inspired them, as well as the art-
ists on explanations of how they 
view the piece.  
 And if you see something you 
truly love, all original pieces of 
art will also be available for sale 
when the exhibit closes.
 “Out of the Ashes” runs until  
November 7 at the Scugog Shores 
Heritage Centre at 1655 Reach 
Street (inside the Scugog Arena).

Artisans interpret 
devastation of Port
Perry’s 1884 fire 
with works of art

 Residents of Scugog Township and its northerly neighbours will receive 
an additional 14 leaf and yard waste pickups this fall. The additional pickups 
began on September 7.
 The increase from 10 collection weeks to 24 is part of the Region’s transition 
plan to provide standardized collection services. These additional weeks are 
not shown in the 2010 Waste Management Calendar because the new service 
levels were not approved at the time of printing.
 Place your yard waste in kraft paper yard waste bags or clearly labelled 
rigid open-top reusable containers. Yard waste set out in plastic bags will not 
be collected.
 Securely tie brush in bundles up to one metre (three feet) in length, and 
76 centimetres (30 inches) in width, weighing no more that 20 kilograms (44 
pounds). There is a three-bundle limit per collection.  Brush and tree trimmings 
must be eight centimetres (three inches) or less in diameter.
 Yard waste will be picked up on the residents’ regular collection day, dur-
ing the following weeks: Oct. 5 to 8, Oct. 12 to 15,  
Oct. 26 to 29, Nov. 9 to 12, Nov. 23 to 26 
and Nov. 30 to Dec. 3.
 Please check your collection 
calendar for yard waste collection 
in your area. You can access this by 
computer at: www.durham.ca/Disposal-
Tools/CollectionCalendar.aspx
 For more information, visit the 
website: www.durhamregionwaste.ca, 
or contact the Region’s Waste  
Management Call Centre at  
1-800-667-5671.
 The following are leaf and yard 
waste materials collected - brush and 
thatch, Christmas trees, fallen fruit 
from trees, gourds, garden trim-
mings, hedge and tree trimmings/
branches, house and garden plants, 
leaves, pumpkins and decorative corn stalks.
 These items are not collected with leaf and yard 
waste: clay, grass clippings, hay and straw bales, 
lumber and sod.

Region provides more pickup 
days for yard waste this fall

Taste the local difference and support your neighbours 
and friends in our Agricultural Community. 

The Port Perry Farmers’ Market 
would like to offer their thanks and 
appreciation to our valued customers, 
the Township of Scugog, and Durham 
Region for their generous support of 
our local farmers’ market.

Thanksgiving Celebration
Saturday October 9th,  8:00 am-1:00 pm

Visit the market and celebrate another great season 
with entertainment, free coffee compliments of 
McDonald’s Port Perry, weekly draws, and market 
specials.  
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 SAFARI NIGHT AT NORTHWOOD
 One of Scugog’s most exciting destinations is North-
wood Zoo and on Saturday, October 9 you will have a 

chance to get ‘up close and personal’ 
with the animals.
 The zoo will be holding the pop-
ular “Night Safari” and it’s a great 
opportunity to see exotic animals like 
lions, tigers, monkeys, wolves, bears 
and a camel.

 Visitors will be treated to performances by African 
drummers as well as enjoy a barbecue and have an op-
portunity to experience the animals after dark. Bring your 
flashlight and wander the zoo.
 Mark October 9 on your calendar right now, so you 
don’t miss the next exciting safari event.

GHOSTS & GHASTLY DEATHS
 Scugog has gained a worldwide reputation for its al-
leged ghosts. Stories about the Ghost Road, alleged sight-

ings at Jester’s Court and reported 
ghosts at the Town Hall have been the 
subject of studies, documentaries and 
TV programmes.  
 As part of this year’s Halloween 
celebrations, the Lake Scugog Histori-
cal Society is organizing a walking 

tour entitled “Ghosts and Ghastly Deaths” for the evening 
of Tuesday, October 26 in Port Perry. 
 During the walk, stories of Scugog’s alleged ghosts will 
be given but it will focus on those in Port Perry.  In addi-
tion, true accounts will be given of a number of unusual, 
and in some cases, quite gruesome deaths and even a mur-
der or two, all within the downtown of Port Perry.  
 To add to the atmosphere and join in the fun, partici-
pants are encouraged to dress in ghoulish, ghostly or scary 
costumes. At the end of the walk, prizes will be awarded to 
the best male, female and children’s outfits.  
 Whether you believe in spirits or not, the stories on the 
walk are designed to entertain and inform, and maybe even 
send a shiver up and down your spine.  Local historian and 
Lake Scugog Historical Society president, Paul Arculus, will 
lead the walk. 
 There will be a $5 charge for adults but children are free.  
Advanced tickets will available at Books Galore or More on 
Perry Street, in Port Perry, beginning on October 15.
 The walk begins at 7 o’clock on Tuesday, October 26 
starting at the Palmer monument in Palmer Park. The tour 
will then wind its way up Queen Street to Jester’s Court.  It 
will take just over an hour, rain or by moonlight. Bring your 
flashlights and be prepared to be surprised.

2

just a few things we think are
 worth knowing... 
     if you didn’t already!

In The News...

1

Also Available:  
• 12 x 12 Floor Tiles    
• 3 x 6 Subway Wall Tiles               
• Cabinet Knobs
• Fireplace Face Kits
  & Hearths

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville ON
905-640-6213   •   1-866-421-4425

www.soapstoneontario.com

granite, marble, slate, hanstone, silestone, caesarstone, & zodiac countertops

Visit our showroom for a personal demonstration 

SEEING IS BELIEVING
Monday - Thursday: 8:00am-5:00pm, Friday 8:00am-4:30pm

The perfect countertop for a busy lifestyle.

DON’T SETTLE FOR ORDINARY

216 Queen Street
Port Perry, Ontario L9L 1B9

Tel: 905-985-2171 ~ Fax: 905-985-4572
www.waggfuneralhome.com

MYLES G. O’RIORDAN
Funeral Director / Owner

... Port Perry's only locally 
owned and operated

Funeral Home since 1846 ...
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 The Scugog Shores Fibre Artists are back with a display of their works at in 
Port Perry. The local group holds its 21st annual show and sale Saturday and 
Sunday, October 30,  31 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Town Hall 1873, 302 Queen St. 
Admission to the event is free.
 Visitors attending the event will be impressed and inspired by the talents of 
these artists, some of whom are certified spinners and weavers. Works will range 
from textile weaving and spinning to basketry and beading to felting and other 
exotic techniques.
 Handcrafted items available for sale include traditional woven goods, such as 

Fibre artist Dini Page at her  
spinning wheel. 

Fibre artists annual show

onstrate their crafts 
throughout the 
weekend. 
 The Scugog Shores Fibre Artists will also welcome 
guest artists and craftspeople to provide a well-rounded 
viewing and shopping experience. Guests are Graham 
Dudley - watercolours, Tom Green – stained glass, 
Marilee Sadler – glass beads, Barb Kimball – pottery, An-
gela Spiers of Green Tangerine - soaps and lotions, and 
Anita Lepp – jewellery.
 For the month prior to the show and sale, the Scugog 
Shores Fibre Artists will display their works at the SARC 
Gallery at 181 Perry St., Unit G-1, Port Perry. They will 
also offer hands-on tapestry weaving demonstrations 
to the public on the weekends. Visit www.scugogarts.
ca or call Scugog Council for the Arts at 905-982-2121 for 
specific times and dates.
 For more information, visit www.scugogarts.ca or 
contact Dini Page at 905-985-2939.

towels, scarves and 
baskets, to felted 
hats and beaded 
jewellery.
 The Scugog 
Shores Fibre Artists 
create functional 
and artistic objects 
to be enjoyed and 
used and several 
members will dem-

Dear residents of Ward 1,
Many Ward 1 and Scugog 
residents have discussed with me 
their concern about continuity of 
experience for next term’s council 
and have urged me to run.
Therefore, I am once again 
seeking your support and vote as 
Ward 1 Councillor. 
I have served the Township as 
Ward 1 Councillor from 2000-06.

larrycorrigan@sympatico.ca
www.larrycorriganward1.com 

905-985-7215
“Larry is well networked and respected here in Scugog, Durham 
Region and beyond.  He has my support. ”
                                  Cecil Lamrock, retiring Ward 1 Councillor 
“Growing to become Council’s conscience around the table, no other 
councillor tries as hard as Councillor Corrigan, inside or outside the 
municipal building, to serve their constituents in the best possible way”   
                                  Port Perry Star June 22 2005 

     LARRY 
CORRIGAN
Ward 1 Councillor

Elect

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

• Windows
• Doors
• Siding
• Sunrooms
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RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

Cathy Pavlik and friends bring a concert
of ‘remembrance’ to Town Hall 1873
 Local musician Cathy Pavlik 
will be taking the community on 
a “Sentimental Journey” this fall.  
 On Saturday, November 6, 
‘Remembrance’ is coming to the 
Town Hall 1873. This concert will 
include community choirs, school 
groups, and soloists in a musical 
tribute to our troops. 
 Musical favourites from WWI 
and WWII will be mixed with 
more contemporary tunes in a 
heartfelt tribute performance. 
 Come and enjoy a matinee at 
2:00 p.m., or an evening perfor-
mance at 7:30 p.m. 
 Cathy will be joined by the 
Kawartha Male Chorus from 
Lindsay, Port Perry High School’s 
Jazz Injection and Girls Choir,  
and the “One of a Kind Church 
Choir” from Port Perry United 
Church.  

 Also sharing the stage will be local 
favourite Irwin Smith, violinist Lauren 
Malyon, actor Alex Hanson, and a 
return performance from pianist Kevin 
Drennan. 
 Tickets are $20 and can be pur-
chased by calling the Town Hall Box 

Office at 905-985-8181, or online at 
www.townhall1873.ca .  
 This is a not-for-profit endeavor 
with all proceeds being donated to the 
Town Hall Restoration fund, and to 
the Rainbows organization who assists 
children to deal with grief and loss.

Supplies & Services Inc.
182 North Port Road, Unit 10

Port Perry   • 905-982-1357
www.dlsjanitorialsupplies.ca

Cleaning Supplies 
Paper Products 

Safety Products & Apparel 
Enhanced Commercial Services
Our commitment is your guarantee!
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BIA Harvest Festival a BIG success

 Two of the judges for the BIA “Chili Cookoff” were Jamie Ross, left, 
and Barb Karthein, members of the Scugog Lake Stewards. Proceeds 
from the event were to be donated to the Lake Stewards.

Photo by MaryAnn Fleming

 Tyson Kezama, 7, watches his sister Olivia, 3, learning how to make 
pottery from Jane MacIntosh at the Port Perry BIA Harvest Festival.

 Downtown Port Perry was jammed with people of all 
ages on September 26 for BIA Harvest Celebration and 
2nd annual Chili Cook-off.
 This is the second year for this event and BIA or-
ganizers were thrilled with the large turnout and the 
enthusiastic comments.
 Queen St. was a bee-hive of activity as people lined 
up for a chance to sample some of the best chili in the 
township. The BIA went through 500 special mugs de-
signed for this year and many of the competitors ran out 
of their samples before the day ended.
 There was also a pie eating contest, tent sales, hot 
corn on the cob and displays.
 Further details were unavailable at press time, but 
overall the BIA was overwhelmed by the turnout and are 
now looking forward to next year.

Mattress
OUTLET
Pillow Pedic 2” Pillow Top

180 Casimir St., Port Perry

905-985-6023

QUEEN $300.
DOUBLE $250.

TWIN $200.

Made in
Canadawww.willowtreefarm.ca

975 Regional Rd. 21 Port Perry   905-985-4973
Open Daily:  Sun-Fri: 8am - 7pm    Saturday: 8am - 6pm

Enjoy the full beauty of the 
season, indoors or out. 

Decorate for your home this 
Autumn with a little help 
from Willowtree Farm and 
Mother Nature! 

Also
available:

Enjoy the full beauty of the 
season, indoors or out. 

Decorate for your home this 
Autumn with a little help 
from Willowtree Farm and 
Mother Nature! 

Also
available:
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  PARTS SERVICE MAINTENANCE    CLEANING SALES  ACCESSORIES

FALL

60 YEARS OF ROLLING RUBBER
Your Pit-Stop for Run-Flat & 
Tire Pressure Monitoring System Repair
• All Tire Brands
• Passenger Light Trucks
• All Pneumatic Industrial
• Golf Cart Lawn Mower

• Truck Rentals
• Trailer Rentals
• Packing Supplies
• Local One-way

NORTH PORT TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

Your Local Snow Tire Headquarters Featuring Nokian Snows From Finland

Good Selection of Used Tires
1511 Reach Rd. , Port Perry 

905.985.8054  /  905-985-9057

- GEORGE -

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
182 Northport Rd., Unit 8 & 9

Port Perry 

Brian - 52 years Gary - 32 years

Jim - 26 years Matt - 3 1/2 years

OVER112YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE

WORKING FOR YOU!

905-985-0059
SNOW TIRES NOW IN STOCK

Fall is the best time to prepare 
your vehicle for winter driving. 
Here are some tips to help driv-
ers have a safe and accident free 
season.
•  Invest in a good set of winter 

tires 
•  Carry a snow brush/ scraper in 

your vehicle
•  Defrost windows and clean off 

vehicle for full visibility
•  Make sure windshield washer 

topped up

When all else fails, call Brian’s!

Safe Driving 
from Brian’s Towing

“Locally owned and operated since 1967”

151 Reach Industrial Park Road, 
Port Perry 

905-985-2243
905-985-8566

www.brianstowing.org

“Get Hooked on Our Service”

Brian’s Towing

24 Hour
Service

EXTENSIVE WARRANTIES
honoured across the country.

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES*
Our trained technicians can fi x your 
vehicle no matter what the make.
We use the latest computerized 

equipment in our 5,600 service bays. 

MONEY-SAVING PRICES
quality brand-name parts 

at competitive prices.

CONVENIENT HOURS
We are open when you need us, 

at a location near you.

14325 Simcoe Street
 Port Perry

905-985-7341
*some exceptions apply
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Protect. Maintain. Save.
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Classic Auto
RUST PROTECTION

Exterior Detailing
Dave & Susie 

162 Reach Industrial Park,
Port Perry

905-985-0439 / 1-877-243-0304
www.classicauto.ca
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www.taylorfordsales.com  

WE SERVICE 
ALL MAKES 

AND MODELS

$5995*

Includes:
~ Premium Oil and Filter 

Change
~ Tire Inspection and Rotate
~ 87 Point Inspection
~ Battery Test and Report
~ Visual Brake Inspection
~ Top Up All Fluids
~ Inspection Report Card

Monday to Friday:  9am-6pm

“The Works” Special

TAYLOR FORD
1565 Highway 7A, Port Perry

(just west of the Beer Store)

905-985-3655
*Offer expires October 31/2010. Applies to single 

rear wheel drive vehicles. Up to 5 litres of oil, 
disposal fees extra. Does not apply to diesel.

YOUR ONE STOP 
FOR TRUCK ACCESSORIES

182 North Port Rd., Unit 4, 
Port Perry

www.jdtruckacc.com
905-982-1578

COVER UP
THIS WINTER!

HOURS: 
Mon - Fri 9-6;  Sat 9-2

Hard and Soft Tonneau Covers
Trailer Hitches         
Truck Caps
Tool Boxes

Serving
Scugog Since

2003

905-985-2659
178 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 

Port Perry

Aldon
Transmission Specialists

Complete General Repairs

• Automotive & Marine
• Serviced & Rebuilt
• Warranty Available
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 Focus on Scugog writer, Christina Coughlin, left, was up bright and 
early one September morning to join brothers Christopher and James 
Green and other area students who use Durham Transit buses to get 

to and from Durham College and the University of Ontario Institute of 
Technology throughout the school year. Durham Transit North services 
the communities of Scugog, Uxbridge and Brock Townships.

 I never thought I’d be getting on a bus heading back to 
school. But, here I am on a crisp autumn morning waiting 
for the bus to arrive just like other students. 
 Only difference is, this time I’m not actually going 
to class. Instead, my homework for the day is to talk to 
students about their experiences taking the bus to school. 
In particular riding the Durham Regional Transit (DRT) bus 
that will take them to Oshawa and beyond. 
 The first travellers I encounter are Christopher and 
James Green – both students at Durham College taking a 
year long program in Foundations in Art and Design – who 
are patiently waiting for their bus to arrive. The brothers 
are new-time ‘bus commuters,’ in fact James jokes that be-
fore school started he couldn’t even remember the last time 
he was on a bus, “Maybe when I was under 3-years-old,” 
he laughs. 
 But despite their inexperience, Christopher and James, 

who are now going into their third week as official col-
lege commuters, both seem to have a good grasp of the 
bus route and schedule. “It’s easy enough to get used to,” 
Christopher insists, adding that so far he is equally im-
pressed with the lack of waiting time. 
 “The bus has pretty much been on time,” he says, 
explaining that it often arrives early and the drivers will sit 
and wait for students to arrive. 
 I can’t help but think that come wintertime, the early 
arrival of the bus will be a blessing for students. There’s 
nothing like eagerly waiting in the frosty temperatures! 
  As their mother, Colleen Green, drops them off at the 
downtown Port Perry bus stop on Water Street, she ex-
plains how convenient and reliable the bus service has been 
so far. 
 “All you have to do is show your student ID and get 
on the bus,” she says adding that, with soaring insurance 
rates, public transit is a much more economical choice. 
  Allyson Dale, who completed her undergrad in Psy-
chology at Trent University Durham Campus and is now 
pursuing her Masters in Psychology from Trent University 
in Peterborough, certainly agrees that the financial sav-
ings makes the bus a more practical choice for students. 

All aboard the DRT  
Durham Transit buses provide
an inexpensive and efficient  
service for Scugog residents 

Please turn to page 38
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“It saves you money, especially because a parking pass at 
school is hundreds of dollars” she says. 
 Allyson also appreciates the fact that taking the DRT 
bus is a more environmentally-friendly choice. When asked 
about her first day taking the bus, she says that despite her 
uncertainty at the time, with regards to figuring out the 
bus schedule and route, there was always assistance. “The 
drivers are really helpful and know all the routes and are 
happy to tell you where to go,” she says. 
  For the most part, Allyson says the bus schedule 
coordinated well with her class times. Christopher and 
James, on the other hand, both share the same classes and, 
therefore, the same schedule – making the daily commute 
a little more enjoyable for them and a lot more convenient 

for their mother, Colleen! 
 While they too, find the DRT bus schedule accommo-
dating to their class times, the brothers do wish the evening 
bus arrival times were less spaced apart. 
 “If we miss the six o’clock bus ride home, we have to 
wait at school for another two hours for the next bus,” 
Christopher says, with a less than enthused smile. He jokes 
that this setup is enough motivation to make him sprint to 
the bus stop as soon as class wraps up.    
  For now, Christopher admits the early morning drive 
is a nice time to relax, but once the homework starts to pile 
up, he knows the relaxing ride will likely change to a more 
productive commute. 
 Allyson can vouch that the commute is valuable time 
not wasted. While she also confesses that the 20-minute ride 
to and from the college campus was mostly used to catch 
up on sleep, now, as she commutes to Peterborough, her 
bus ride is undisturbed time to dedicate to her studies.  
 After a brief stop at the university/college campus, 
most of the students exit the bus for their day of classes. 
 The next commuters I encounter are heading out for 
their day of work. I sit and chat with 23-year-old Matt Bell 
– once a student commuter, now a working commuter 
– who still chooses to use the bus as his primary mode of 
transportation. 
 This morning he’s heading to work for a graphic design 
company in Port Perry. Travelling from Courtice, Matt’s 
75 minute commute takes him first to the college campus, 
which is a familiar stomping ground for him as he com-
pleted his college degree at Durham.

Continued from page 37

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

EQUIPMENT LTD.

Serving
Durham Region 

since 1992

$23995
MS 170
Gas Chain Saw
30.1 cc / 1.3 kW

MSRP $249.95 with 16” bar

LIMITED TIME OFFER

FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT
with the purchase of a
participating
STIHL Chain Saw*

*see dealer for details

AN $85 
VALUE!

Gajewski

Taylor Forder 
Insurance Brokers 
Ltd.

Irreparable:

Salvage:

Rebuilt:

Branding:

Branding Protects Everyone

STILL REGISTERING FOR
ALL CLASSES AND ALL AGES

Also offering… 
Film Appreciation Class
for mature teens and adults!! Come and learn about the movies!!

Ballet, Acro, Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, 
Hip Hop, Acting, Musical Theatre

Located in Old Simcoe Centre (next to Tim Horton’s) 905-982-8834

Jennifer Barton
Artistic Director of Dance

John H. Foote
Artistic Director of Acting
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139 Reach Industrial Park Rd., Unit 4, Port Perry

• Wet Basement Repair
• Drainage Systems
• Foundation Repair
•  Dump Truck, Excavating and 

Bobcat Service
• Demolition
• New Basements and Foundations
• Custom Additions
• Landscape and Grading
• Natural Stone Walls/Patio/Steps

House/Cottage Raising Specialist

Fully
Insured

Staff

Many
References

FREE
ESTIMATES

the area for

HOME HONOURED WITH THE ARCHITECTURAL 
CONSERVATION AND CRAFTSMANSHIP AWARD 

FROM HERITAGE SCUGOG.

 He changes buses at the campus stop and then heads 
to his second and final stop in Port Perry. Matt insists that 
despite the busier crowds, he is happy to have the students 
back. “The bus is much more reliable during the school 
year,” he reveals. 
 Whether they’re heading to college, university or even 
work; listening to their iPods; reading their textbooks or 
typing on their laptop, the students that converge on the 
bus are from all walks of life. But, despite their differences, 
they all have one common place to be and one common 
means of getting there - the good ol’ school bus.  

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

ABOUT DRT:
 Durham Region Transit is an integrated transit system 
serving all communities in Durham Region. The service 
area is divided into Ajax, Pickering, Whitby, Oshawa, 
Clarington, Brock, Scugog and Uxbridge service sectors. 
Door to door transit for disabled passengers is provided by 
Specialized Services.
 Annual DRT ridership climbed to over 8.6 million pas-
sengers in 2009. The 30 fully accessible buses serve 2,700 
customers with almost 140,000 trips a year.
 As of February 2010, the combined conventional, com-
munity and specialized fleet will total 194 vehicles. All new 
buses are environmentally friendly and air-conditioned.  
 For more information about Durham Region Tran-
sit (DRT) schedules, fares and routes access their 
website at: www.durhamregiontransit.com/durham/index_
e.aspx?DetailID=19

PERFECT FOR GIFT GIVING.
Ask us today!

68 Water St., Port Perry
(across from the tennis courts)

905-985-8807

M U S I C 
M O V I E S   
G A M E S

Can’t Find It?
We can special order

almost anything!
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 In the two previous issues of Focus on Scugog we have introduced you to former Mayors, Lawrence 
Malcolm and Jerry Taylor – the first two men to serve as mayor of the Township of Scugog.  Continuing our 
series this month, we would like to introduce the third man to become mayor of the township. Howard 
Hall, was elected in 1988 and directed the township’s business until he retired as mayor in 1997. 

 Howard Hall will tell you that the same ele-
ments of his personality which made him a suc-
cessful self-made businessman also contributed to 
his achievements in politics.
 “When you’re running your own business, to 
succeed you have to be a people person. But at the 
same time, you can’t be afraid to be a bit abrasive,” 
he says.  “The same’s true in politics.”
 “Now there’s a recipe sure to attract both politi-
cal supporters and detractors,” he laughs.
 “Some people are going to love you, some hate 
you – no matter what you do while you’re in office. 
You do what you feel is right, knowing you can’t 
possibly please everyone.”
 It bears out the old adage that you can’t please 
all the people all the time.  And it was an approach 
which served Howard well through three succes-
sive terms as Scugog’s third mayor. Unlike other 
former mayors in our series, Howard hesitates 
initially when asked his motivation in entering 
political life.
 “I’m not sure why I did it,” he chuckles softly, 
speaking about his successful bid for a seat on the 
former Port Perry council in 1969. Then, after fur-
ther reflection he adds:  “I’ve always been a person 

Despite devoting much of  
his life to serving Scugog  
in volunteer positions, 
Howard Hall also found 
time to spend nine years as 
the township’s third mayor.

HOWARD HALL

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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who was ‘very involved.’ And both my wife and I have 
deep roots in Port Perry, so I feel strongly about the area.”
 Howard was born in Toronto, moving to Port Perry in 
the 1940s after an industrial accident claimed his father’s 
life.
 “Coincidentally, my grandfather 
had died the year before my dad, 
leaving my mother a house in Port. 
Living was less expensive here than 
in Toronto, so my mother moved us 
here. And then I married a local girl, 
and settled here for life.”
 That “local girl” turned out to be 
Zula Jackson, his wife of almost 60 
years. “We had our first date January 
4, 1944, skating at the old Port Perry 
arena,” he remembers with extraordi-
nary clarity.
 Settling in Port Perry, Howard 
began his working career with his 
new father-in-law, Ted Jackson, selling 
farming implements.  In the off-season, 
Ted’s business shifted to appliances, a 
fact which would prove influential in 
Howard’s later ventures.
 “Eventually Ted Jackson’s Appliances was remodeled 
and the store began to sell a combination of appliances 
and furniture. Not long after, the ‘House of Howard’ was 
born and Howard operated the store for 35 years in down-
town Port Perry.  
 “Later on, we acquired a Radio Shack franchise – in 
small towns, they didn’t do stand-alone stores in those 
days – and that became part of the business, too. We were 
probably the first to sell computers in Port Perry!”
 Long before entering into the politican arena, Howard 
was an active volunteerer in the community. He served 
on Community Memorial Hospital Board for more than 
20 years and also on the Lakeridge Health Board.  More 
recently he has also been active on the Durham Access to 
Care Board.   
 Always interested in youth, he spent many years as 
a leader with the Port Perry Scouting Association, was 
president of the local Figure Skating Club and has been 
an active supporter of the Port Perry MoJacks.

 Howard’s first venture 
into municipal politics 
was almost his last.
 “They brought in 
regional government 
just as my term on Port 
Perry council was finish-
ing. I didn’t support that 
decision, so I got into 
volunteer work instead.  

I’d been involved with the Hospital Board as a councillor, 
and continued working on that project.”
 As the first president of the Hospital Foundation, 
Howard says he learned a valuable skill and discovered a 
latent talent.
 “We were a committee of ten responsible to raise 

money for hospital expansions.  I found I had a flair for 
fundraising and an aggressive strategy for kick-starting 
the process”, he recalls.
 “As committee members, we couldn’t ask for pub-

lic donations without first supporting 
the process ourselves.  So I started by 
making my own contribution, and 
insisted the rest of the group match it.  It 
worked.”
        As rewarding as his fundraising ef-
forts were – campaigns for the Mojacks 
Hockey Club, Port Perry Arena, and 
local baseball diamonds would follow 
– Howard had been bitten by the politi-
cal bug.  
       And when history proved to him 
that the regional concept could indeed 
work for Port Perry, Howard returned 
as a Scugog councillor in 1985.  Three 
years later, he was ready for an even 
bigger office.
       “When I learned Jerry Taylor 
wasn’t going to run again, I ran for 
mayor in the fall of 1988. It would be 
the first of three terms.”

 Howard says he maintained a steady hand on the 
community’s tiller during those nine years. “I’m prob-
ably most proud of the Community Centre because it was 
much needed.  It was a challenging project which required 
cooperation from the federal and provincial governments 
as well as our council.  
 “I wouldn’t necessarily 
say we did anything ‘huge,’ 
but we kept things running 
smoothly.  Low taxes and 
good roads: that’s what 
people want in rural areas. 
And we gave them both.”  
 Leaving the Mayor’s 
office didn’t signal retire-
ment for Howard Hall. He 
remained a staunch community supporter, spearhead-
ing further fundraisers using his “ante-up” philosophy 
among committee members.
 “Just like I’d done with the hospital, I lead off with a 
contribution and asked for the committee to follow suit.  
In one case, the amount was $10,000.  One member told 
me: ‘Howard, I was prepared to make a contribution, but 
my wife’s going to kill me when I tell her that much!’  So I 
replied: “Don’t tell her until after you sign the cheque!”
 Evidence of Howard Hall’s boundless passion and 
energy can be found all around town. Those tell-tale signs 
begin in his own living room.
 “As Mayor, I was anxious to support every fund-
raising drive.  Several of those involved prints done by 
local artists – that’s why you see so many of them in this 
room!”
 Howard continues his involvement with the Mojacks’ 
organization to this day. The team, an obvious passion in 

Mayor Howard Hall - 1988

“I’m probably the 
most proud of the  
Community Centre 
because it was much 
needed”

. . . Howard Hall

He began his working 
career selling farm 
implements with 
Ted Jackson, his new 
father-in-law

Please turn to page 42
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his life, plays its home games 
in the arena he helped to 
build. 
 When a heart attack struck 
in the early 1980s, help was 
available at the local hospital 
whose expansion numbered 
among his significant fund-
raising projects. When he 
coached minor sports, his 
teams used ball fields for 
which he had gathered local 
support.
 True to his tireless com-
mitment to the community, 
volunteer work still occupies 
a considerable amount of 
Howard’s time and energy. 
 While he indicates sports 
and history as consuming pas-
sions, Zula, he says, disagrees 
– at least according to a playful 
comment he shares with me.
 “’Howard,’ she says to me 
sometimes, ‘your hobby is go-
ing to meetings!’”

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

 These four youngsters enjoyed a visit to Ocala Winery with their parents on September 19, to take 
part in the local winery’s annual Harvest Festival. Stopping to check out the apples in the orchard are, 
from left, Lauren and Abby Trueman, Olivia and Ellaina Kylau, all from the Port Perry area. Perfect 
weather attracted hundreds of people to enjoy a day touring the orchards and winery.

Harvest Festival at Ocala Winery Continued from page 41

With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1917.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

“Scugog’s locally owned and operated
General Insurance Broker”

Emmerson.indd   1 5/25/10   9:06:45 AM
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 The Borelians Community Theatre 
has dusted off the summer dust and 
are ready to ‘hit the stage’ at Town 
Hall 1873 with their lastest produc-
tion, – “Blithe Spirit”.
 This hilarious, “spirited” clas-
sic by the brilliant Noel Cow-
ard, explores love, marriage 
and the afterlife through the 
charming, sophisticated and 
selfish  Charles Condomine,  
a successful author who 
is working on his current 
book, the main character 
of which is a psychic. He 
invites his neighbour, self-
proclaimed psychic Madame 
Arcati, to dinner with his wife 
Ruth and friends, the Brad-
man’s, to have a séance in order to 
augment his research. 
 The sceptical Charles is taken 
aback when Madame Arcati is actually 
successful in bringing forth a spirit.....
Charles’ dead wife, Elvira! 
 Nothing but trouble ensues as 

Charles scrambles to find a way to re-
turn Elvira to the afterlife and return 
to a peaceful life. 

 

 
 

     Director Joanne Norman assem-
bles a fabulous cast to the Borelian’s 
Community Theatre for this produc-
tion. Veteran members of the group 

along with new recruits bring their 
combined talents to the stage at Town 
Hall 1873 Centre for the Performing 
Arts. 
 Rick Kerr plays Charles Condo-
mine, and Jaime Morgan his wife, 

Ruth, while long-time Borelian Lor-
raine Chiusolo appears as the spirit 
Elvira and Mary Delaney plays the 
psychic Madame Arcati. James 
Gilbert and Lee Laycoe round 
out the rest of the cast as a pair of 
bewildered guests. 
 Rehearsals began in early 
August and Blithe Spirit is shap-

ing up to provide a wonderful 
night of comedy that should not be 

missed. 
 So come on out and enjoy this 
“improbable farce” by one of the best 
playwrights of all time!
 Show times are Oct. 14, 15, 16, 21, 
22, 23 at 8 p.m. and Oct. 24 at 2 p.m. 
For ticket information please visit 
the Town Hall 1873 website,  http://
townhall1873.ca/.

Borelians to stage Noel Coward comedy

Clean water. Green future.

Let’s get something perfectly clear –
Your Water!
We supply a complete line of equipment including…
Water Softeners, Iron Filters, Reverse Osmosis, 
Ultra Violet Lamps, Gas Removers, Pumps, 
Pressure Tanks & Supplies

FREE

VIO Systems • 1894 Scugog Street, Unit 1, Port Perry
905-985-4900 or 1-888-468-1336 • www.ecowater.ca
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INVEST      in your
Home

905-985-0420
www.wood-tech.ca    

FREE ESTIMATES – COMPETITIVE PRICES

WOODTECH
CUSTOM CABINETS

Serving Scugog 
for 23 years

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

905-436-9090

Whether it’s your family, 
home, business or your 
car, protect what’s 
yours with insurance 
solutions designed 
just for you.

PROTECT

™



Scugog ?What’ s Up`
NIGHT SAFARI at NORTHWOOD

For anyone who hasn’t attended a Night Safari, this is 
a family experience you don’t want to miss. Come early 
and walk around the zoo and get a close-up look at the 
tigers, lions, exotic birds, and gigantic Kodiak bears. 
Entertainment will include live animal demonstrations, 
African drum beaters and a great outdoor barbeque.
 Date: Saturday, October 9

 Starting Time: 5:00 p.m.
 Location: Northwood Zoo, Seagrave

   Port Perry is the place to be for the annual 
Port Perry High School Antique Show & Sale. 
If you are looking for a special antique, this is 
the one show you can’t afford to miss. Dealers 
attending from all across Ontario.
 Dates: October 16, 17
 Time: 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day 
 Location: Port Perry High School

presents the
RICK FINES TRIO

The Greenbank Folk Music Society opens its  
season with renowned veteran Canadian singer-
songwriter, Rick Fines bringing his deep cata-
logue of timeless blues originals, spellbinding 
voice, and acclaimed musicianship. He will be 
accompanied by Rob Phillips on piano & vocals 
and Richard Simpkins on string bass & vocals. 
  Date: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16 
 Time: 8:00 p.m.

 Location: Greenbank Centennial Hall
 Tickets: $25 per person. Available at Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge, 905-
852-4282; or POE, Port Perry, 905-985-0060; or call 905-985-8351

GreenbankFolk
Music  Soc iety

ANTIQUE  
SHOW

& SALE

 The Borelians Community Theatre 
has dusted off the summer dust and are 
ready to ‘hit the stage’ for their 40th sea-
son at Town Hall 1873 with their lastest 
production, “Blithe Spirit”.
   Dates & Times:
   October 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23 - 8 p.m. 
   October 24 - 2 p.m. 
   Location: Town Hall 1873
   Tickets: Visit the Town Hall 1873  
   website,  http://townhall1873.ca/.

See story on page 43 for more details.

Blithe Spirit

 The Port Perry Artists’ Association will 
hold their annual “Art at the Ocala Winery” 
next month. It’s your chance to view or pur-
chase oil, acrylic, watercolour and mixed 
media paintings by local artists.

Dates & Times:
Sat., November 13 - 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sun., November 24 - noon - 5 p.m.
Location: Ocala Winery
 971 High Point Rd., Port Perry
Free: Admission and Parking

*ART at OCALA*

… for informed optical decisions
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Perfect day for Terry Fox 30th run
Dear Editor,
 We would like to thank everyone who participated 
in the 30th annual Terry Fox Run. The day was perfect 
with the sun shining and so many people participating 
across the country to raise money for cancer research.  
 The day is full of emotion as individuals remember 
loved ones they have lost to cancer. The annual Terry 
Fox run is also a day to celebrate with cancer survivors 
and in particular the twelve Port Perry Terry’s Team Mem-
bers ranging in age from 3 ! to 86 years old.
  Congratulations to the 403 people of Scugog who 
came out to raise $24,773.54 an increase from last year’s 
results of 320 people and $20,390.  
 In addition to the community Terry Fox Run many 
local schools are participating in the National School 
Run day.  Port Perry recognized 86 year old Jim Smither-
man and Debbie McQueen for their 30 years of partici-
pating in the Terry Fox Run.
  To the many participants, volunteers and sponsors 
please know how much we appreciate your support.

Elizabeth McArthur, Organizer   
Terry Fox Run, Port Perry

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

~ MONDAYS ~
1/2 PRICE WINGS ALL DAY!

~ SLIDER* TUESDAYS ~
3 SLIDERS WITH

SOUP, SALAD, OR FRIES
*selection changes weekly

WEEKLY
SPECIALS!

~ SUNDAYS ~
A traditional English-style

ROAST BEEF DINNER FOR $12.99
served with our signature Yorkshire Pudding

279 Queen St., 
Port Perry

905-985-2775
  www.jesterscourt.ca

ROAST BEEF DINNER ROAST BEEF DINNER ROAST BEEF DINNER ROAST BEEF DINNER ROAST BEEF DINNER ROAST BEEF DINNER 

Banquet & Party Facilities Available - Up to 50 People

w i f i available*

905-213-2583
Joe Gibson, Blackstock

www.budgetblinds.com/portperry

Even Mother Nature 
Doesn’t Stand A Chance

Built for clearing heavy snowfalls fast    •    Up to large 45” clearing width
Zero-turn Posi-Steer™ power steering for quick, easy turning

Cool Blue™ skid shoes rust resistant, non-marking on driveways and sidewalks
Built-in headlight for clearing in the dark    •    Push-button electric start

WORKS TOUGHER.
NO MATTER THE
WEATHER. YOU CAN’T GET ANY BETTER.™

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271
12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665
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North to Alaska
 America’s last frontier is unquestionably located in the 
interior of its 49th state, Alaska and if nature and wildlife is 
on your agenda a visit is a must.

Anchorage, the state’s largest city and a bus or train will 
deliver you comfortably to Denali National Park, the set-
ting for a spectacular visit to one of the world’s last wildlife 
sanctuaries.
 Denali Park is also the home of North America’s tallest 
mountain, Mount McKinley (The Alaskan government has 
renamed it Denali, but the US federal government has not 
yet recognized the change). The park is 6 million acres of 

-
tain sheep, caribou and wolf. 
 I would like to clear up a few things which have always 
confused me. First of all, caribou and reindeer are the 
same animal (reindeer are domesticated). The European 
name is elk - one animal, three names. 
 Grizzly bears are actually known as brown bears. 
Females are referred to as sows and males as boars.  
 Antlers fall off every year and regrow. No matter how 
old or big an animal is the antlers fall off. 
 Horns on the other hand (as in mountain sheep), are 

the animal forever (unless they are damaged). The white 
little animals on the slopes of the mountains are mountain 
sheep. If you call them goats you stand the risk of being 
laughed at. 
 The only time to visit this area is June, July or August, 
as the park closes for the balance of the year. The town of 
Denali is closed from September until May because tem-
peratures drop to -40 degrees F and daylight in the winter 
is non-existent. 
 The summer months, however, bring with them an 
extremely spectacular experience. 20+ hours of daylight 
and temperatures which can soar into the low thirties, add 
a favourable element to the experience. 
 Driving a car in the park is limited to a 20 km stretch of 
motorway. The road goes another 60 km, but is restricted 
to special tour buses in an effort to preserve the environ-
ment. This is perhaps the strictest enforcement of environ-
mental law I have ever experienced. I would recommend 
the bus tour to anyone who visits the area, for without it 
you will miss a great opportunity to see some of our plan-

 The trip from the town of Denali to the end of the road 
takes about four hours. Round trip is an eight hour journey 

where comfort is not a priority. The old buses are reliable, 
but worn. Fortunately the windows open to enhance pho-
tographic ability and the driver narrates informatively along 
the route. All the passengers participate in the viewing of 
wildlife by yelling ‘stop’ as soon as an animal is spotted. 

anticipation causes adrenalin levels to rise. 
 I was fortunate to see dozens of caribou, a few wolves, 
mountain sheep dotting the hillsides and thirteen grizzlies. 
In one instant a sow with two cubs approached the bus and 
wandered around it for at least half an hour. I was able to 
crouch in the closed doorway and experience an amaz-
ing view of these massive animals, with claws as long as 

 Nearing the end of the road I was pleasantly surprised 
by a spectacular view of Mount McKinley only 60 km away. 
As the clouds parted and the mountain came partially into 
view, I was told that only 30% of visitors witness the sight. 

A migratory crane searching for a resting place
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The mountain is usually shrouded in cloud cover.
 Wanting to see this giant peak from every possible 
angle I chartered a small plane to take me as close as I 
could conceivably get. I was in luck for the sky was clear 
and I saw the mountain as soon as we took off. 
 McKinley stands 20,000 feet high and lies in the 
Alaskan Range. The views are breathtaking and  as you 

the unfolding of the world.

must. Most cruise ships offer excursions inland and some 
allow you to leave the ship for a week and catch the next 
boat back. 
 If wildlife is on your list of things to see, make Denali 
Park in Alaska’s interior, a destination on your bucket list.

A rare view of Mount McKinley in Denali National Park.

Brown bear frolicking in Denali National Park.

158 Casimir St., Port Perry  
905-985-2268

virginia.frewclarke@marlintravel.ca
TICO #4577532

MC

SEPTEMBER 18 - 
OCTOBER 11, 2011*

Cruise Itinerary:
Vancouver, British Columbia

Ketchikan, Alaska
Icy Strait Point, Alaska

Hubbard Glacier Cruising
Skagway, Alaska
Juneau, Alaska

Seattle, Washingon
San Francisco, California

San Diego, California

14 Night Ultimate 

on Celebrity Century
X

* Suites starting at

 cad $2,692
Cruise only including tax. (dbl occupancy)

Rates available at time of printing.
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Terry’s Day

    Kim McCann leads a ‘warm-up’ for the 
participants before the walk begins.

Members of “Terry’s Team” lead off the 30th anniversary Terry Fox Run on Water St., Port Perry. 
More than 400 people participated this year, raising an amazing $27,775 for cancer research.

They’re off! Young and old, on foot, bikes and strollers head out on the 10 km walk.

 Wow! Terry’s Team members are jubilant as they hold high a poster showing 
$732,327 has been raised in the Scugog Terry Fox Run since it began in 1993. 

 Terry’s Team members, Jim Smitherman, right, and 
Reg Phillips at the start of the 2010 Terry Fox Run.

A beautiful September 
morning greets a large  
turnout for the 30th  
annual Terry Fox Run



905.985.8171 •  www.compton.net

The perfect Sunday afternoon. Reclining chair. Pizza and wings ...

Compton brings 
you this close to 

the action

$2995
per month*

*Minimum 4 month 
subscription required

NFL Network and 
NFL Network OnDemand free 

to Compton Digital subscribers.

The Super Sports Pak also includes:

* A subscription to a minimum of Basic Digital Cable is required

NORTH DURHAM
EYE CLINIC

189 North St., Port Perry • 905-985-1361
www.drworkman.optometry.net 

ESTABLISHED 1994     •     NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Exclusive eyewear for those who 
like to stand out.

It is most important to wear eyewear that dresses 
the face. The glasses frame and the face 
must interact to obtain a beautiful and 
harmonic look. 

Prodesign Denmark      never strives for creating a 
design that demands attention but rather 
a piece of eyewear that completes and 
enhances the lines of the face.

@ NDEC



TORONTO STREET

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

STOUFFVILLE

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

SUNDERLAND

26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161

Other locations to serve you:

“Your Con! dent Smile 
is Our Goal.”

15930 Old Simcoe Rd. Port Perry
905-985-7777

www.thedentalcentre.ca

Let us provide you and your family 
with complete dental care 
in a relaxing environment.

   
Providing a 

Clean and Safe 
Environment for 

Your Peace of Mind

    DAY TRIPPIN’

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

NiagaraFallsview Casino
Tuesday, October 26

Only $15.00 pp

  Pickering Ajax Oshawa Port Perry

Wed.  Depart 7:45 am 7:55 am 8:30 am 8:50 am
 Return 5:20 pm 5:10 pm 4:50 pm 4:30 pm

Thurs. Depart 1:45 pm 1:55 pm 2:30 pm 2:50 pm
 Return 11:20 pm 11:10 pm 10:50 pm 10:30 pm

Fri. Depart xxxxxx 2:55 pm 3:30 pm 3:50 pm
 Return xxxxxx 1:10 am 12:50 am 12:30 am

Sat. Depart 2:15 pm 2:25 pm 3:00 pm 3:20 pm
 Return 1:05 am 12:45 am 12:35 am 12:15 am

CASINO RAMA SCHEDULE

MULTI-DAY TOUR
November  14-17 Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort         
                                   4 Days         Only  $495.00 p.p.

Oct. 7 “Evita” - Stratford Festival
Oct. 8 Greatest Country Music Show -
 Walters Family
Oct. 16 Bala Cranberry Festival
Oct. 23 St. Jacobs Country
Oct. 24 Seneca Niagara Casino

Nov. 5 Royal Winter Horse Show
Nov. 27 Niagara Falls, NY –
 Outlet Mall Shopping
Dec. 4 Walden Galleria, Buffalo, NY –
 Shopping
Dec. 9 Niagara Festival of Lights

Fabulous
   Gift Idea
Gift Certif icates!
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233 Queen Street, Port Perry   1-800-637-5391   905-985-2543

Place your Christmas Custom Picture Framing orders early

and receive a  FREE GIFT
for an Order purchased with a value of $50 or more.

Plus receive 50% Off  our top 50 Wood Custom Frames
Limit of one free gift per family household.

Only available while supplies last or until Nov. 28/2010

Choose from the Following:
Lang

Christmas
Cards
$19.99
Value

238 Queen St.,  
DOWNTOWN
Port Perry

905-985-8451
www.iluvmydentist.com

Dental 
Centre

PORT 
PERRY

Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr. C. Banfi eld

Dr. E. King 
Orthodontist

Dr.  J. Hardy 
Dr.  J. Isenberg

Dr. T. McIntyre 
Periodontist

Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet - to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw
And holding high, we keep the Faith
With all who died.
We cherish, too, the poppy red
! at grows on fi elds where valour led;

It seems to signal to the skies
! at blood of heroes never dies,
But lends a lustre to the red
Of the fl ower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders Fields.

And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We’ll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields.

Moira Michael
November 1918

We Shall Keep the Faith
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Cover Picture
 A photo composition of two 
wars. At right is Sgt. Ray 
Woodcroft, who is currently 
serving in Afghanistan. In 
the background are pictures 
of Matt Webb and Lloyd 
Brawn, both who served 
during WWI. The cover is 
our tribute to the brave sol-
diers of all wars. Don’t forget 
Remembrance Day - Thurs-
day, November 11.
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox

‘Thumbs Up’ to an unsung hero
 Dear Editor:
 There is a gentleman who walks Ambleside Drive and 
Gerrow Rd. everyday.  He takes with him a ‘doggie’ bag 
and an empty grocery bag. 
 The empty bag he fills with street garbage. The worst 
time is during Tim Horton’s ‘roll up the rim’ contest. The 
empty cups are scattered all the way down Gerrow Rd.  
 In winter time this man faithfully shovels both super 
boxes at each end of Ambleside Drive making it easier for 
the postman and the residents to pick up their mail. 
 I wish this self imposed volunteer wasn’t needed, 
but as it is I am glad that there are unsung heroes in our 
midst.  Thumbs Up!

Pamela Meacher
Port Perry

‘Thumbs Down’ to extremist comment
Re: “Thumbs Down” towards the Pro Life Demonstration  

on Hwy. 7A in the October Issue
Dear Editor,
 I was astounded by your  labeling of these people as 
extremists. Extremists would be a group that would be  
active in bombing an abortion clinic or the Taliban. 
 You wouldn’t call the average Muslim an extremist so 
why label people who believe that life begins from concep-
tion. Pro life people simply see these babies are life and not 
a blob of tissue that abortionists would have you believe. 
 I myself do not attend pro life gatherings but these 
pictures only show the truth of what is going on in clinics 
and hospitals today. Graphic they are, but  so many are 
misinformed on what a child looks like in an abortion that 
this may be the best way to get the truth out. 
 In the beginning stages of life these babies have all the 
same body functions, such as brain waves to a heart beats. 
Doctors use this same criteria to confirm a person has died 
when these activities cease to function. Abortionists con-
tinually make us believe that there is no form or function 
to these babies. 
 Secondly, I find it hard to believe that the garbage such 
as sex, pornography, blood and guts and violence that we 
see daily on TV and the movie screen is as bad or worse, 
yet society glorifies Hollywood  as entertainment and yet 
you do not call them a group of pro sex, pro violence, pro 
horror extremists.
 with His guidance,

Gregg & Karen Anderson
Port Perry

Editors Note: An ‘extremist’, by definition, is someone who 
uses extreme views or actions to make a point. We feel the  
actions of the pro-life protestors fit that description perfectly.

SEE MORE LETTERS ON PAGES 32, 35

•  New jewel pops
• New styles in now!

~ rings
~ pendants
~ bracelets
~ earrings

168-178 Queen St.,
Port Perry

905-985-2521
www.brocks.ca

Available at:

The Magic of Kameleon
Interchangeable Fashion Accessory System

GREAT

CHRISTMAS GIFT

IDEA!
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‘Snowflake Sale’
returns to library

Saturday, November 6 to 
Sunday, November 14 from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
 Anyone looking for a way to make 
holiday gift giving more meaningful will 
want to attend the ‘Snowflake Sale’ at 
the Kent Farndale Gallery this month.  
 All of the items featured in the 
‘Snowflake Sale’ are handcrafted by local 
artists and artisans, and a portion of the 
proceeds will be donated to the Scugog 
Memorial Public Library.  
 Choose from a wide range of items 
in a variety of media. Don’t miss opening 
day (November 6) of the ‘Snowflake 
Sale’ and enjoy tea and treats.

Soap Carvings 
and watercolours

Local artists, Pamela Meacher and 
Dennis Bayley exhibit their work at 
the Scugog Arts Resource Centre

 Pamela is well-known for her botani-
cally styled native flora works on 100 
percent rag paper and there are times 
the faeries mischievously pop them-
selves in one of her paintings. These 
paintings contain the mystery of an 
almost unseen world.
 Dennis works in a variety of soap-
stones and draws on nature for his 
inspiration. In addition to his work as a 
soapstone carver, Dennis also teaches 
introductory stone carving. 
 Pamela and Dennis’ work is on 
display at the SARC Gallery starting 
November 6 at 181 Perry St. and is 
open Monday to Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Saturday’s from noon to 4 p.m.

Silent Auction
 Port Perry United Church is holding 
its silent auction again this year and one 
of the feature items is “Ted’s Shed”. This 
shed, donated and built by Ted Griffen, 
has been a major fundraiser for the 
church and for almost 20 years. It is on 
display outside the church now.
 The auction takes place on Saturday, 
November 13 at the United Church 
located at 294 Queen St., Port Perry.

JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS

 Local business owner Dana Smith, of Dana’s Goldsmithing in Port 
Perry, has just returned from the trip of a lifetime – a visit to the Diavik 
Mine, Canada’s largest and most successful diamond mine located only 200 
kilometres south of the Arctic Circle. 
 As a result of her success in the retail diamond trade, she was selected 
to join 24 dealers across Canada invited to take part in this unique journey.   
They were accompanied by Northwest Territories minister for industry, Bob 
McLeod.
 The Diavik Mine is owned by Rio 
Tinto, one of the world’s leading mining 
companies. This is the first time that the 
mine has been opened to dealers or any 
member of the public. Because of safety 
issues it may be the only time that it will 
be open.
 The party flew to Yellowknife and 
then a one hour flight north of Yel-
lowknife to the Diavik Mine on a small 
island in Lac de Gras.  The mine is pres-
ently an open pit facility although plans 
are already underway to proceed with 
underground extension later this year.  
 “My visit to the mine was quite 
surreal,” she said. “The sheer size of the 
open pit is staggering.  And then the 
astronomical cost.  The expenditures in 
2008 alone were $4.3 billion.” 
 Immediately upon arrival the group 

 Above, two rough diamonds from the Diavik Mine. The larger diamond is 1.38ct and 
retails for $3,800. The other stone, at right, is .78ct and retails for $1,500.00. They can be 
cut into a number of different shapes. 

Please turn to page 5

Dana’s Diamonds
Dana Smith travels to the Northwest 
Territories to visit Canada’s largest  
and most successful diamond mine

 Dana Smith is the owner of Dana’s 
Goldsmithing and Silverside, jewellery 
stores in Port Perry.
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 “Buried treasure in our own back yard! Theatre, con-
certs, art galleries and shows… antiques, historical walks, 
fairs, parades and pageants… weavers, potters and 
carvers… amazing photographers and award winning 
town newspapers and magazines. I must have clicked my 
Ruby Red shoes!” says Corinne, a member of the Scugog 
Council for the Arts. 
 And now, the Scugog Council for the Arts (SCA), with 
the support of the Township of Scugog, is presenting its 
first Scugog Mayor’s Annual Gala for the Arts.
 The inaugural event will take place on Thursday, No-
vember 25 at the Scugog Community Recreation Centre 
with proceeds to support local arts and culture.
 The Scugog Mayor’s Annual Gala for the Arts is the 
SCA’s first significant fundraiser with proceeds going to 
support the organization’s operational costs, including 
the Scugog Arts Resource Centre, at 181 Perry St. 
 This special evening will include a dinner and 
feature fabulous entertainment and an incredibly tempt-
ing silent/live auction showcasing art, fine craft, sports 
memorabilia, experiences and a ‘roast’ by friends and 
colleagues of Mayor Marilyn Pearce, in honour of her 
retirement from local politics and her passionate support 
for the arts in Scugog. 
 Tickets and sponsorships are still available. Individual 
tickets are $125 and tables of eight are $1,000. 
 Book your table now by calling 905-982-2121.

Mayor’s Gala for the ArtsOoh La La! Lingerie
and

present…

   Join us for a

FASHION SHOW
and shop incredible 

ONE-NIGHT-ONLY DISCOUNTS
Enter our raffle for

FABULOUS PRIZES
Bring some cat or dog food and 

have your name entered into a draw 
for a handbag or bra.

Thursday, 
November 18
from 7pm to 9pm

Tickets are $15.00 
with proceeds donated to the 
SCUGOG ANIMAL SHELTER

Our Fourth

Tickets available at both locations.
141 Perry Street, Port Perry

    

Ooh La La!
L I N G E R I E

“DOC”

VillageVillage   www.westshorevillage.com
t.brandenburg@powergate.ca

293 Perry St., Port Perry
905-985-8660

1-800-248-0848

(In the main building)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Lots of vendors! Shop and save!
Here’s where you can experience festive 

shopping at its best. Find wonderful unique gifts, 
ornaments, crafts, jewellery… and can’t you just 
smell the home baking? Come and share in our 
Christmas spirit and feel the joy of the season.

West Shore Village Annual
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 Very little to report this month, but there has been a 
few additions and moves since our last issue.
 Camille’s Closet, which opened at 115 Perry St. 
recently are planning an open house on November 5, 
6. Camille’s Closet is operated by the Hospital Auxiliary 
and money raised goes to support the local hospital. 
 Envoy Business Centre opened its door last month in 
Lakeview Plaza providing a variety of business services 
to the community.
 Local hairdressing salon, Hair Expressions has 
moved into 117 Perry St., the former building occupied 
by Pathway to Heaven.
 That’s about it for this month!

Camille’s Closet will be having an open house on Nov. 
5, 6.

Changing

was taken through a regiment of stringent safety regula-
tions.  Each person was equipped with steel- toe boots, 
hard hat, ear protection, safety vests and white gloves.  
 Above ground, a processing plant has been built to 
take the diamonds from the ore to the finished cut and 
polished diamond. There is a complete residence accom-
modating over 300 workers.  One unique aspect of the 
plant is that more than 40 percent of the employees are 
Aboriginal.
  “It  made me immensely proud to be Canadian to see 
this huge operation right here in our country, particularly 
after hearing about the horrors of the blood diamond 
trades in Africa and South America,” Dana added.
 Canada is now the second largest producer of dia-
monds worldwide. The Diavik Mine is not the only one 
in the region. De Beers, the renowned mining company 
has a mine near the eastern end of Great Slave Lake to the 
south. 
 Dana hastened to add, “We also have a successful dia-
mond mine right here in Ontario – this is the Victor Mine 
in Sudbury which opened in 2008 and is part of the same 
company - HRA.”
 “At the store here in Port Perry we like the idea of 
keeping our diamonds ‘local,’ and what more local than 
Ontario diamonds?  A growing percentage of diamonds 
sold in Canada are now Canadian and Ontario diamonds 
are higher quality than those found elsewhere,” she 
stated.
  At her store on Queen Street, Dana will be holding a 
gala presentation of Canadian diamonds on Friday, No-
vember 12 from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. and the public is invited 
to meet with Dana and see these beautiful diamonds.

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 3

Dana visits Diavik Mine
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905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry

CHIROPRACTORS
Dr. Dwayne Hooper

BSc, DC
Dr. Sabrina Hooper

BA, BEd, DC

JAMES PAPIA
Certified Arborist 
#SO-4204A              

• Tree Trimming & Pruning
• Tree & Stump Removal
• Arbor Consultation

905-982-1998
treeriffic@gmail.com

1874 SCUGOG STREET, UNIT 3 
PORT PERRY
(beside M&M Meats) 905-982-1900

for everyone!
* Primitive furniture 
* Willow angels
* Soy candles

GREAT NEW STUFF ARRIVING WEEKLY

Home  Decor  &  Gifts
You’re So Country

FREE GIFT WRAPPING!

Holiday Urns
. . . indoor or outdoor

Century Home
            &

Garden 1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry
905-985-2672Where the Spirit of Gardening Lives

• Poinsettias
15 Colours to choose from

• Fresh Garland

• Fresh Wreaths/Swags

• Fresh Greens

• Fresh Holly

• Magnolia Leaves

• Trees Holiday Gift Ideas
GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE FOR SPRING

1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry



 “I made my hobby my business,” says Mike Pol-
lotta with a proud and contented smile.  “I always 
loved hunting, outdoor living, and dogs, and here I 
could combine them all, plus make a living.”
 Mike owns Pineridge Game Preserve, a tract 
of 145 untamed acres just north of Seagrave 
where enthusiasts come to hunt ring-neck 
pheasants and chukar partridge.  
 “It’s become a leisure-time sporting 
activity for people of all ages and levels of 
experience,” he explains. “Our hunters 
treat a day here the same way oth-
ers think of an afternoon on the golf 
course.”
 Before he owned the Seagrave 
property, Mike Pollotta enjoyed the 
same activity – but as a customer.
 “I worked for 11 years as 
an appliance service techni-
cian while living in Toronto. 
On weekends, I’d often hunt 
at a game preserve in Ashburn, 
and got to know the owners 

Pheasant
hunting  
popular 
in Scugog

Mike turned his 
hunting hobby  

into a business
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Photo by Jonathan van Bilsen

quite well. When they decided 
to close in the late 70s, I took 
over.”
 In 1980, he moved his 
family and his fledgling 
business to its current site in 
Seagrave. The location offered 
ideal conditions for game-bird 
hunting: gently rolling hills, 
with a stream (the Nonquon 
River) meandering through 
wooded areas. After obtaining 
the necessary governmental 
approvals, Pineridge became  

    a reality.
 Initially, Mike raised the birds from eggs – for his purpose, but 
also for the Ministry of Natural Resources, which released them 
in other regions. The process, which he has since discontinued, 
required a year-round commitment and demanded almost half his 
working time.
 So Mike sold his breeding stock to a producer in southwestern 
Ontario, from whom he now purchases the “wild strain” of bird he 
developed. He keeps no less than 1,000 birds at his hunting preserve 
at all times.
 The process of hunting on a game preserve, as Mike explains it, 
does justify its comparison to a round of golf.
 “We accept reservations from hunters seven days a week. When 
they book, they pick out a ‘package,’ meaning how many birds, and 
of what kind, they want released, and they can choose among our 
seven different fields. There can be as many as 30-40 hunters on the 
property in a given day.”

 The popularity of the hunts is evident  
when Mike reveals that they go through 
between 4,000 and 6,000 birds a year.
 Safety, naturally, is paramount.
 “Definitely,” Mike agrees. “All hunters 
need a valid small game hunting license and 
must wear an orange vest out in the field. In 
my experience, hunters are sensible people 
who respect the need for everyone’s safety.  
We’ve never had an accident on this range.”
 Admitting my own inexperience with the 
sport, Mike gladly explains the process of 
game-bird hunting.
 “We drive the birds out to the appropriate 
field with an ATV, and gently place them into 
cover – a bush or clump of trees – an hour 
or two before the hunters’ scheduled arrival. 
Pheasants prefer open fields, while partridge 
hunting’s done in underbrush. The birds will 
start to wander a bit after they’re released, 
but basically stay in the same area. They are 
able to fly, but prefer to stay on the ground 
unless they’re distracted.
 “That’s where a hunting dog becomes 
important. You need one of two kinds of dog 
for this kind of hunt: either a pointer to guide 
you in the right direction, or a breed such as 
a labrador or  springer spaniel, whose job it 
is to flush the birds from their cover. Your 
dog will also locate and retrieve any downed 
birds.  It sounds easy, but believe me, it’s not 

Continued from page 7
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like shooting fish in a barrel!”
 Mike supplies hunters with the quarry and the range, 
but his services don’t end with those elements.
 “We rent dogs to those who don’t own one, and will 
even provide a guide for less experienced hunters.  We can 
also take a pup and train him for hunting.”
 Pineridge includes, in its list of offerings, training for 
the spoils of a successful hunt as well.
 “We put on seminars – how to process (pluck and skin) 
and prepare the birds.”
 Mike produces some ready-to-cook breasts from his 
own refrigerator to illustrate their comparative sizes.
 “A partridge is an all white-meat bird,” he says, hold-
ing up a chunk smaller than an average chicken breast.  
Then, after drawing a much larger piece from a separate 
bowl,  “A pheasant breast, you can see, is twice that size.  
Because they’re bigger, you can use the whole bird, and 
you can satisfy four people with just one.”  
 “Both birds are very good eating – barbequed, oven-
cooked, sometimes stuffed – and taste quite different from 
chicken. There’s a wide variety of recipes available, includ-
ing soups and stews.”
 Hunters relax after their time in the field in Pineridge’s 
“Club Room,” the game preserve’s version of golf’s “19th 
Hole.” Its hunting facilities are available year ‘round but 
according to Mike, they open and close themselves.
 “Not many people want to hunt in extreme heat or 
cold.  Fall is our busiest time.”
 His clientele, he explains, is quite different now than 
when he opened the preserve.
 “When I first started, we mainly attracted dyed-in-
the-wool hunters, and it was rare for us to rent a dog.  
Nowadays, I see business people arriving in suits.  It’s 
become popular, and also more socially-acceptable now, 
as a corporate event, in the same way you might arrange a 
company golf tournament.”
 And while he understands there are members of the 
public who might not agree with hunting in general, he 
says in all his years on the farm, “it has never been an is-
sue”.
 Mike’s cut back his activity level with the elimination 
of rearing his own birds, but clearly has no plans to give 
up his business. While its operation certainly demands 
daily effort, his commitment to the game preserve is undi-

minished.  
 Having made his lifelong hobby his business and 
earned a comfortable living for almost 30 years, he now 
savours the pleasure of sharing his passion with hun-
dreds of like-minded visitors.  
 It’s a job, I’m sure he’d tell you, that rarely feels like 
work.
 If you’d like to know more about Pineridge Hunting 
Preserve you can reach them at - www.pineridgehunt-
ingpreserve.com/ .

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271
12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

Cub Cadet OHV
357cc engine

30” Clearing width
Power steering

16 X 6.5” X-Trac® tires
Drift cutters (tool-less)

Electric start

*The picture may differ from product

www.cubcadet.ca

BE THE STAR IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOODBE THE STAR IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

1/3 Page
Horizontal

Mari-Ann Britt, DD

Your Smile Makeover Specialist

Mari-Ann Britt, DD

Get Your14500 Simcoe St., Unit 2  (McDonald’s Plaza)
Port Perry
Fax: 905-982-2088

• Private Waiting Room
• Same Day Repairs & Relines

• Teeth Whitening
• Mouth Guards

• Implant Retained Dentures 
• Full/Partial Dentures
• Permantly Retained Dentures

905-982-2087
Remember those who served… on Remembrance Day and always.

DENTURE CLINIC



BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PORT PERRY

Annual

CANDLELIGHT WALK
and

TREE LIGHTING EXTRAVAGANZA

Friday, November 19
starting at 

7:00 pm
from Palmer Park

… and don’t miss 
the many other events

 taking place throughout 
the holiday season in 
downtown Port Perry

For more information call:
905-985-4971

or email:
info@discoverportperry.ca
www.discoverportperry.ca

info@scugogchamber.ca 
www.scugogchamber.ca
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235 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-5559

FINE FURNISHINGS BOUTIQUE

* Books   

* Angels        * Candles      

and more

160 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-9687

pathwaytoheaven@live.ca

Christian Books and Gift Store

G I F T S  F O R  A L L  O C C A S I O N S

155 Queen Street, Port Perry • 905-985-3900
Enjoy the spirit of Christmas all year round

The

Christmas
Nook

Celebrate your family’s 
milestones and 
highlight their 

individual interests 
with themed or 

personalized ornaments 
that make your family 
Christmas tree unique

Celebrate your family’s 

personalized ornaments 

D E PA RT M E N T ®

“Tis the season to shop local!”
Join Santa and his reindeer in the candlelight procession along 
Queen Street for the lighting of the trees.  Candle sales at Palmer Park 
start at 6:30 with proceeds going to Operation Scugog.

The North Durham Concert Band will be joining us as well as choirs along 
the way.  Festive music in front of the post offi ce will set the mood.

After the fi nal tree at Refl ection Park is lit,  wander to the post 
offi ce and enjoy hot chocolate and cookies from Coffee Culture and 
a marshmallow roast.

Don’t forget to bring your camera and get photos with Santa and his 
reindeer!  We heard that Mrs. Claus might be coming this year too!

Stores will be open late until 
9pm during Tree lighting to help 
you get a jump on your holiday 
shopping. 

Your Port Perry merchants offer 
a unique blend of ideas and 
inspiration on holiday dining, 
decorating, dressing and gift 
giving.  Don’t forget all the 
delicious eateries to enjoy while 
you are downtown! 
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  JILLIAN’S Downtown
221 Queen St. 905-985-5500

7 days 11-5pm 

JILLIAN’S at Home 
94 Ella St., 905-985-5028 

Tuesday-Saturday 9:30-2pm

At Home

all
 ashion showFF  featuring

jewellery by
ayala bar
from Israel

Wednesday, November 17
at Piano Café

spring 2011 fashion preview

Christmas
Workshops

November 25 & 27

The Personal Touch
FLORAL & GIFT SHOP

271 Mary Street, Port Perry
www.thepersonaltouchfl oral.com

905-985-9360

November 6-13

 PRE-CHRISTMAS 
SALE

50% OFF 2009 Christmas
25% OFF 2010 Christmas
25% OFF Silver Jewellery                                              

25% OFF Beanpod Soy Candles
40% OFF Upper Canada Lotions

“Tis the season to shop local!”

Saturday November 20th
11 am - 1 pm
“Crafts with Santa” 
This event will be held at the Scugog Council of the Arts 
offi ce at 181 Perry Street, Unit G-1 , in co-operation 
with the SCA and the YMCA and Ontario Early Years. 

139 Queen St., (corner of Water St.)
Port Perry   905•985•8500

Stockholm
inside

Festive 
decorations
and
great gifts 

from

Starting 
Sunday, November 21st
Carriage Rides
Rides will be available 
(outside of the Post Offi ce) 
starting Sunday, November 
21st,   with rides during the 
following weeks leading 
up to Christmas on Fridays 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and 
Sundays 12 noon to 4 p.m.

Week of November 21st
Open Houses 
Throughout the week, various local merchants will be 
holding their “open houses” as a special way to thank the 
community for supporting them throughout the year.   

Throughout the Season
“Warm Hands, Warm Heart” 
The “Warm Hands, Warm Heart” tree for the United Way 
will be decorated again this year in Palmer Park.  
Donate two dollars to United Way and choose a hat, 
scarf or mitts to go to Operation Scugog.
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BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PORT PERRY
www.discoverportperry.ca

Don’t miss the great events sponsored by the Downtown Port Perry BIA!
Watch for our upcoming 2011 events and remember to shop local!

Unforgettable Experiences…  
Downtown Port Perry! You’re closer than you think.

FOR HOME 207 QUEEN STREET • PORT PERRY • 905-985-3011
www.lukesforhome.comwww.lukesforhome.com

META4 
Contemporary Craft Gallery
200 Queen Street, Port Perry  
905-985-1534   •   www.meta4gallery.ca

We now 
sell art 
supplies.

   acrylics
 watercolours
  oils
      brushes
        canvas
      paper 
& more…

Saturday, November 27
Santa Claus Parade
Brought to you by the Port Perry 
Lions Club and Scugog Chamber 
of Commerce.  

This annual tradition has put 
smiles on faces for more than 40 
years.  ‘Memories of Christmas” is
this year’s theme!  Check out the 
Chamber website for a list of ideas 
to help you plan your fl oat! 

This parade is one of the largest 
and best ‘twilight’ parades in 
Durham Region. Don’t miss this 
exciting and colourful event. 

It starts at 5 p.m. from the 
fairground and winds its way along 
Simcoe St. south before heading 

though the middle of town along Queen St. and turning RIGHT onto 
Water Street to end at Mary Street. 

Please note that Mary Street will be closed this year to accommodate the 
fl oats exiting the parade route.
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Thumbs Up - 

Thumbs Down - -

Thumbs Down 

Thumbs Down - -

Thumbs Up - Focus on Scugog 

-

TAKE THE CHILL OUT OF AUTUMN
gourmet  grills

905-985-0715     170 Casimir Street, Port Perry    

20% FINAL
20%

Paula R. McMurtry
BARRISTER &  SOLICITOR

Practising in Durham Region Since 2002

Family Law
General Civil Litigation

174 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-982-2650 • www.mcmurtrylaw.ca

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 
* bake table *antiques 
* new items *talents 
* theatre tickets
* sporting event tickets

and so much more...

Doors open at 11:00 a.m. 
Silent Auction begins at 11:00 a.m.

Live Auction begins at 1:00 p.m.
(with Neil Bacon as guest Auctioneer)

Lunch served 
from 11:00 a.m. 

Thumbs



A Time to Remember
10:15 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

10:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.  

12:00 noon

Remembrance
Day Dinner

NOVEMBER 6, 2010
Royal Canadian Legion

419 Bay Street, Port Perry

• Cocktails:..........6:00 p.m.
• Dinner:..............7:00 p.m.
• Veterans & Spouse: No Charge
• Others: .............$20.00

Royal Canadian Legion

REMEMBRANCE
DAY SERVICES

November 11, 2010
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 Ray Woodcroft is a husband, father, son and soldier... 
and it’s his job as a soldier that often takes him away from 
those he loves and holds most dearly.
 But Ray also takes his job seriously and for his dedica-
tion to his profession, he was named the ‘top sergeant’ 
in the Royal Canadian Dragoons Regiment last year. Not 
an easy accomplishment since there are more than 80 
sergeants in the regiment.
 Sergeant Ray Woodcroft is nearing the end of his 
current tour of duty in Afghanistan and by the time he 
returns to Canada in December, he will have served more 
than 400 days in the dust and heat of this hostile country.
 Ray’s first tour in Afghanistan took place from Febru-
ary to August 2007. Aside from being separated from fam-
ily and friends, he and his “buddies” as he refers to his 
companions, had to learn to deal with to oppressive heat,  
primitive living conditions and the always present threat 
of death.
 And death is certainly on the mind of all soldiers as 
they are out on patrol, causing them to be extremely cau-
tious at all times.
 But despite their caution, tragedy does happen. On 
April 11, 2007, while on his first tour, Ray experienced the 
dangers of war first hand, losing two of his ‘buddies’ to a 
land mine.
 “Our truck struck an IED (Improvised Explosive De-
vice), totally disabling our vehicle,” he said, explaining it 
went through the engine, narrowly missing his driver and 
himself. Fortunately, they were not seriously injured.
  But another group of Canadian soldiers, 4 km away, 

CANADA IN AFGHANISTAN
RAY WOODCROFT
SERVES CANADA
IN AFGHANISTAN

Allen’s Siding 
Products Limited
S A L E S  &  I N S TA L L AT I O N
178 Reach Industrial Park Rd.
Port Perry • 905-985-3333       
www.allenssiding.ca

OUR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES:
Windows • Doors • Trough • Awnings 

Solariums  • Roofs • Decks • Sunrooms

A
SINCE 1969

We appreciate all that you 
have done and are doing to 

make our country safe and free.

THANK YOU VETERANS

PORT PERRY TRAILER RENTALS
DIV. OF ROBERT E. LEE ENTERPRISES INC.

MOVING?  SAVE $$$ 

Fax: 905-985-2236
E-mail: robert@portperrytrailer.com / www.portperrytrailer.com

“Do it Yourself ”
  Includes: 
• Drop-off 
• Storage 
• Delivery

905-985-9650

Saluting all the men and women 
who fought and are 
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LEST WE FORGET
heard the explosion and rushed to assist them. On the 
way to help their comrades they hit another IED, killing 
two of them. Both men were only 23 years of age.
 During his recent tour, Ray was less than 100 metres 
away from Trooper Larry Rudd when an IED exploded 
killing the young soldier. “We pulled him out of his vehi-
cle as well as another soldier who was seriously injured,” 
he recalled.
 That deadly IED had apparently been planted before 
the troops had established their Observation Post (OP) 
and he said they had walked within several feet of it nu-
merous times.
 Sergeant Woodcroft is in command of a three vehicle 
patrol, consisting of 14 personnel. Their responsibilities 
are to observe the daily activities and routines of the peo-
ple in the small village, as well as monitor movement on 
the roads to detect anything suspicious.
 Having been in Afghanistan for several months, Ray 
and his soldiers have established good relationships with 
the towns folk and community leaders, who often inform 
the soldiers if something is about to happen.
 Another duty of his soldiers is to inspect vehicles  
travelling the roads, to help ensure the safety of the troops 
and the citizens. “We are the “eyes and ears” of our troops 
as they pass through,” he said.
 One of the most difficult things for Canada’s young 
soldiers is getting accustomed to is the oppressive heat 
and poor living conditions.
 Ray explains that at the ‘OP’, 14 men live in the 
confines of three bunkers, measuring 30’x12’ by three feet 
deep. Four to five soldiers live in each of the bunkers, al-
ways on the lookout for poisonous snakes, scorpions and 
spiders.
 And when he lies down at the end of a day, his mind 
re-runs the events that day and he begins planning for the 
following day in the field.
 “One of my goals to ensure that our ‘buddies’ return 
home safely. That is a top priority, so I am constantly 

thinking about it, even as I lie down to rest.”
 Ray adds, “Our showers are rather primitive to say 
the least. We have a frame around which we wrap a tarp; 
above the frame is a gerry can with heated water and 
hose; when the can is empty, our shower is finished. Our 
toilet facilities are similar to a commode chair; we burn 
the wastes.”
 Soldiers meals consist of rations which contain many 
nutrients and calories to help keep them energized. They 
also appreciate packages from home, which often include 
canned goods, homemade cookies, pasta and other items. 
 In addition to the primitive living conditions, the 

Please turn to page 18
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soldiers must also endure extreme heat and Ray reports, 
“During the summer, temperatures range from 40 to 50C, 
however, we had temperatures up to 64C for several days. 
We sleep on our cots on the ground; during the day it is 
almost impossible to sleep due to the heat.” 
 “This is how we live, work, eat and sleep for nine 

days. We then get to the ‘FOB’ (Forward Operating Base) 
for three days rest before returning to the ‘OP’, he ex-
plains.
 In addition to adjusting to the heat, when the soldiers 
are on duty they must wear 70-80 lbs of gear. The heavy 
load and extreme heat is unbearable and accounts for 
the fact that each soldier goes through up to 20 bottles of 
water a day.
 When we asked Ray to explain a typical day, he said 
there is no such thing as a typical day. He explained when 
they are serving at an ‘OP’ they are on a 24 hour rotation.
 “We are on duty for thee hours and off duty for six 
hours; therefore, we do not go to bed or get up at any set 
time,” he says.
 His soldiers responsibility is to observe and report the 
patterns of life in the nearby villages, and any suspicious 
movements or activities on the roads.
 “We have four soldiers on duty at all times – observing 
in all directions – 24 hours per day to ensure our safety and 
the safety of other troops and citizens,” he says. 
 Now, with little more than a month until the end of 
his tour, Ray is looking forward seeing his wife San-
dra and returning to CFB Camp Petawawa in time for 
Christmas. They are expecting visits from their daughter 
Melyssa and her husband Patrick, of Winnipeg, and son 
Noel of Fredericton.
 The family are also planning a visit to Prince Albert 
over the holiday to see his parents, Paul and Tia Wood-
croft.
 Although Ray will be happy to see his tour come to an 
end soon, he’s very proud to have been able to serve his 
country and its efforts to bring peace and stability to the 
Afghan people.
 And like a true soldier he feels strongly about the mis-
sion, citing “much has been achieved, but much remains 
to be accomplished.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 17
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MATT WAS A 
TAIL GUNNER ON 
FINAL BOMBING 
RAID OF WWII

REMEMBRANCE DAY NOV. 11

 It was April 25, 1945 and the skies over Linton-on-Ouse, 
not far from England’s city of York, were sunny and bright. 
At the time the crew of the 408 (Goose) Squadron was rou-
tinely preparing for yet another raid on their now crippled 
enemy. 
 What was different about this raid? It would be the last 
bombing raid made by the Royal Canadian Air Force dur-
ing World War II. Among the seven man crew of the Halifax 
bomber was Port Perry’s own, Madison (Matt) Webb.
 Born in Quebec, on the border with Vermont, Matt grew 
up during the depressed years of the twenties and thirties. 
Like many boys his age, Matt loved to fish, a pastime he 
still enjoys today. ”It was funny,” he recalls. “A river sepa-
rated us from the States. I would stand in Canada and catch 
American fish.” A huge grin came to his face as he spoke.
 Matt was working at the Royal Bank of Canada as a 

Madison (Matt) Webb 
was married in England 
to his wife Margery (left) 
during World War II.
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junior clerk when he 
decided to enlist in 
the armed forces. “I 
chose the Air Force 
simply because the 
thought of boats 
makes me nauseous 
and I imagined 
(wrongly), that the 
army was far too 
much work,” he 
chuckled. Not hav-
ing any specific goal 
he was placed in the 
radar core and was 
sent to Western Uni-
versity to complete 
his radar training.
 It was not long 
after that Matt found 
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himself on board the Queen Elizabeth II en route to Eu-
rope. “I was so seasick,” Matt recalls, “and we hadn’t left 
the harbour yet.” 
 Along with 8,000 other Canadian forces troops, Matt 
Webb survived the seven day journey. “The convoys 
would travel with us to make sure we made it safely. 
They would zigzag every eight miles to avoid German 
subs.” (See Focus, November, 2008 – Jim Smitherman)
 Radar work was interesting, but it was not what Matt 
wanted to do. He applied for flight training and was 
selected as a tail gunner. 
 “It was unbelievably cold in the tail of the plane,” 
Matt explained. “The rear was open and the wind 
howled. We wore oxygen masks and quite often it froze 
to my face.” 
 Another challenge the tail gunner had was the tracer 
bullets fired from his guns. “We were told not to shoot 
unless we absolutely had to. The tracers would give 
away our position.” Matt 
explained that, quite often 
he would see other planes 
blown out of the sky know-
ing that it was by the grace 
of God that his time had not 
yet come.
 Stationed just outside of 
York, Matt was introduced 
to a local ATS recruit named 
Margery, with whom he hit 
it off quite well. The couple 
was soon married and Matt 
spent as much time between 
missions as he could, with 
his new bride. 
 As Germany’s fate 
became inevitable, the 
missions grew more difficult. 
Allied troops were all over the place and the bombers 
had to be careful not to hit any of them. A series of code 
words were developed and when someone yelled “up-
side-down” it was a signal to return without dropping 
the bombs.
 “That last mission was one of the worst we had 
encountered during the entire war.” The four-engine 
Halifax bomber took off at dusk, which at that time was 
just after 10 p.m., along with about ninety other planes 
from squadrons stationed throughout the UK. 
 They met over the North Sea and headed east to 
seek and destroy their target. Today it would be the 
gun emplacements on one of the Frisian Islands called 
Wangerooge. These guns guarded the approaches to the 
strategic northern German ports of Bremerhaven and 
Wilhelmshaven, which advancing Allied armies required 

to resupply their troops.
 The Halifax approached and suddenly another Halifax 
bomber was on a direct collision course with the plane Matt 
Webb was in. 
 “Our pilot dropped the nose and we just missed a 
mid-air collision,” Matt explained. He noted the identifica-
tion letters on the side to see who it was and fortunately it 
was no one from Matt’s squadron. He knew the pilot of the 
rogue plane would be brought up on disciplinary charges 
for his reckless flying.
 “A moment later I looked out and saw the plane again, 
this time it was extremely close to another.” Matt’s voice 
grew tense as he recalled the event. “Suddenly, their wings 
clipped and I saw nothing but a big ball of fire. I was 
shocked and saddened when I only saw four chutes open.” 
 He paused before continuing. “There were fourteen 
men on those two planes.” Only the pilot and rear gunner 
had permanent parachutes attached to their chairs. The 
other crew members had to strap chutes on. It was obvious 

what had happened.
 The raid continued and 
the ninety bombers had a 
clear view of the beach. “I 
heard Shorty (the bomb 
aimer) open the bomb 
doors and yell, ‘bombs 
away’. The sortie was com-
plete and the Halifax re-
turned, unharmed, to base. 
“It may have been the last 
raid,” Matt reminisces. 
“but I will never forget it.”
 Shortly after that long 
April night Matt got his 
orders to ship out, back to 
Canada. He said goodbye 
to his wife, unsure when 

she would be allowed to join 
him and patted her tummy, whispering to his unborn child.
 Fortunately, Margery was able to come to Canada 
within five months and Matt, along with hundreds of other 
ex-servicemen went to greet the boat. 
 “It was quite emotional to see Margery and to meet my 
daughter. I think Margery was shocked as well, because I 
no longer looked like the dashing soldier she had married. 
It was back to street clothes and an old fedora.
 The couple returned to Quebec, where Matt had ob-
tained his old job at RBC. A senior manager suggested he 
acquire new skills and after some diligent studying Matt 
left the bank to work as controller for Sperry Gyroscope. 
 Matt always had an ambition to be in the hotel busi-
ness and one day the Webb’s packed their belongings and 
moved to Upper Canada Village as the proud owners of a 

A tail gunner ready to protect his plane from enemy aircraft.

Continued from page 19
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REMEMBER OUR VETERANS
LLOYD BRAWN 
HELPED TO KEEP 
TROOPS SUPPLIED
 “A thundering clash next to my tent, woke me with a start and I 
knew the end was here.” 
 Lloyd Brawn sat quietly in his Epsom home, staring into the 
past. His reference was to the end of World War II, which he experi-
enced from the inside of an army tent somewhere in France all those 
many years ago. 
 “They blew up a munitions dump, right next to us. The ground 
shook and we knew the war was over,” he recalled.
 Lloyd Brawn was born in Sedley, Saskatchewan at a time when 
the Prairies were faced with very tough conditions. Drought and 
insects added to an already stressed economy but Lloyd chooses to 
remember the good times. 
 Lloyd has fond memories of his youth growing up in Sedley.  “I 
remember we used to get a few gallons of water and haul them on 
a small wagon out to the fields. We would look for gopher holes 
and pour a little water down them. Our collie (dog) would grab the 
gopher as it stuck its head out and shake it hard. We used to cut off 
the tail, put it in a cigar box and walk into town. The general store 
would pay us a penny for every tail we caught. When we got to ten 
cents we would buy a large bag of candy,” he smiled.
 He was still a youngster when his family moved from Saskatch-
ewan to a farm in the Raglan/Columbus area, south of Port Perry.
 Lloyd enlisted in the Canadian army when he was 18 years old 
and left the family farm to head for basic infantry training in Corn-
wall. From there it was off to Red Deer, Alberta where Lloyd began 
training to drive large army transports. 
 Like most soldiers at that time, their final Canadian destination 
was Nova Scotia before being shipped overseas. Lloyd left Debert, 
N.S. in 1943 en route to Aldershot, England, 50 km south of London. Please turn to page 26

Lloyd Brawn

 “I think they chose the area because it was 
very remote and if you thought about running 
away they knew you would never make it,” Lloyd 
chuckled, as he described his trek to Europe.
 From the U.K. he was sent to the Netherlands 
where he drove for the army. “We could see the 
planes flying overhead and it was quite common 
to watch them go out in the morning and return at 

WE THANK YOURemembering Women’s Military Roles
Over 50,000 women served in the armed forces during 
the Second World War.
The Canadian Women’s Army Corps (CWACS) had 21,600 members.
The Women’s Division, Royal Canadian Air Force (WDs) had 17,400
members.
The Women’s Royal Canadian Naval Service (Wrens) had 7,100 members.

Photo: RCAF Women’s division. National Archives of Canada/PA 133631
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tourist motel.
 It wasn’t long before Matt realized the amount 
of work required running a small business and they 

Continued from page 20
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s we approach Remembrance Day our thoughts 
turn to the veterans past and present, serving in the 
armed forces. We salute them for their sacrifices and 
thank them for keeping us safe, peaceful and free.

ACUPUNCTURE and MASSAGE THERAPY

decided to sell the motel. Margery wanted to move toward 
Toronto and had heard of a small town north east of the 
big city. Shortly thereafter Matt and his family, which had 
grown to four kids, settled into a small house overlooking 
Lake Scugog.
 Matt went back into the finance business and worked for 
Commercial Union from which he retired in 1988. He still 
lives in the same house and still loves to fish. The war may 
have ended more than sixty years ago, but for people like 
Matt Webb, it will never be forgotten.

By Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

 Matt Webb (second from left), stands beside his friend ‘Shorty’, 
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 Keith Steele, left, of Port Perry, receiving an award for top 

 “When I first joined (the reserves) I never would have 
thought I’d be in for more than a couple years, but now 
I think I’ll stay in for as long as I can. Its a part of my life 
now.”
 This statement comes from Port Perry High School 
graduate Keith Steele, whose involvement with the military 
came quite by accident, after accompanying a friend to the 
Ontario Regiment office in Oshawa, to get information about 
the reserves.
 But since being accepted into the Canadian Forces re-
serves in 2005, after an extensive background check and test-
ing for aptitude and fitness, he’s proven his ability, receiving 
a top honours award for two consecutive years.
 The summer after he joined Keith completed his Basic 
Military Qualification (BMQ) and Soldier Qualification and 
the following year attended the University of Toronto while 

trying to balance his military 
commitments.
 The following year, Keith 
left the University of Toronto 
and moved to Guelph, taking 
a year off school to work. He 
spent three months at CFB 
Gagetown in New Bruns-
wick working as a driver that 
summer and although the 
long shifts were exhausting 
he found the job was a great 
learning experience.  
 Leaving Gagetown far 
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Keith Steele enjoys a 
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night with a broken engine or a big hole in 
the side.” 
 Lloyd spent the remainder of the war 
in Marseilles near the Rhone, driving 
transport to Ghent in Belgium. “We drove 
convoys back and forth delivering goods to 
the front lines and returning with wounded 
soldiers, who were being shipped back to 
Canada,” he explained.
 After the war Lloyd married Jennie 
Bushley, a girl from Columbus. The happy 
couple settled just south of Port Perry and 
Lloyd put his army training to good use in 
a job with Coulters, an auto parts manufac-
turer.
 In 1952 Lloyd, Jennie and their new 
daughter Trudy, moved to his current home 
in Epsom and Lloyd started working for 
Comco Stamping, who were building a 
new plant in Uxbridge.
 After 20 years and too much push from 

Continued from page 21

WE SHALL REMEMBER 
the unions, the plant closed and Lloyd 
and Jennie turned their full-time atten-
tion to their real passion, horse racing. 
The couple bred seven champion trot-
ters which Lloyd raced and resulted in 
dozens of wins.
 By 1980 it was time to take things a 
little slower and Lloyd spent the next 
13 years as a driving instructor with the 
Oshawa Driving School. In the mid-
nineties Lloyd retired and turned his 
attention to gardening, which he still 
enjoys today. “I still cut my own grass 
and tend to all my vegetables,” Lloyd 
said, proudly.
 Lloyd Brawn is one of many Canadi-
ans who sacrificed a great deal by up-
rooting their lives and heading to war. 
 To Lloyd and his thousands of fel-
low comrades, we say, ‘thank you’.

By Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog
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more confident in his abilities, he started working 
with the 11th Field Regiment RCA in Guelph. “It was a 
different experience than I’d had before because I was 
an armoured crewman working with an artillery regi-
ment,” he explained.
 Keith says the experience he received set him in a 
new direction and he started the process of changing 
over to Artillery. “I worked my hardest and I received 
top candidate on the course as a result.”    
 This year Keith is hoping to be able to get a chance 
to put many of the skills he’s learned into practice. He 
admits that learning new skills and getting to do excit-
ing things like firing rifles, machine guns and howit-
zers, and rappelling off 60 ft walls is rewarding, but 
Keith feels the best part of being in the military is the 
people he’s meet and the friendships he’s made.  
 “Some of the best people I know, I met through the 
military, friendships that will probably last the rest of 
my life,” he says.
 As for the future, Keith envisions the military being 
a big part of his life when he finishes school. “I can’t 

say for sure that I will or will not join the military as 
a full time career, but I can’t see leaving the Canadian 
Forces any time in the near future.”  
 One thing Keith would like to do before determin-
ing his future in the military is to serve overseas in 
some capacity.  
 He clarified, saying, “It’s hard to explain why, but 
I feel like I’ve been given so much by the military, and 
Canada as a country, I just would like to give back in a 
significant way.”

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 25
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Docs’’
The

PART TEN

 Self-effacing Dr. Tony Brown doesn’t subscribe to the commonly-held no-
tion that people enjoy talking about themselves. His discomfort with the topic is 
evident in body language and words.
 “I could talk for hours about my missionary work,” he affirms. 
“But much less so about myself.  I’m a very private person.”
 And humble, too.  Tony has assembled an impressive 
resume of humanitarian work which began, as 
many enduring passions do, in youth.
 “My father volunteered 
with World Vision Can-
ada,” he remembers. 
“He spent time in the 
Far East and West 
Africa, working with 
street kids, when 
I was young.  He 
explained it simply: 
‘It’s what we do.’
 “With medi-
cal training comes 
responsibility. 
And with my 
upbringing, 

Please turn 
to page 28

Dr. Tony Brown
Although he can’t really explain why,  
Dr.  Tony Brown says he always wanted to  
be a doctor, despite the fact his father and  
other members of the family practiced law.
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medical missionary work was a natural progression.  
It’s not for everyone, but it’s what I feel.”
 There might be a tendency to join those “dots” by 
assuming that Tony chose a vocation in medicine to 
pursue that missionary career path. But in truth, his 
leaning toward the field was entirely unrelated.
 “I can’t explain it:  I always wanted to be a doctor, 
even though my father was a lawyer, as were others 
in my family. And if I’d truly had my way, I would’ve 
played trombone in Doc Severinsen’s band on Johnny 
Carson!”

     Fate played an 
influential card when 
the University of 
Western Ontario med 
student was posted as 
an intern at Toronto’s 
Sunnybrook Hospi-
tal. A chance meet-
ing would not only 
change his social life, 
but ultimately pro-

vide the link which would guide Tony and his family 
to Port Perry.
 “Mike Gilmour and I were both interns at Sunny-
brook,” he says. “We met in the hospital elevator dur-
ing our first week, and we’ve been friends ever since.”
 The pair would eventually form a fitness partner-
ship which, in 2010, saw them together complete the 
prestigious Boston Marathon.  
       “Mike and I were both looking for a small-
town atmosphere after we graduated. He recom-
mended Port Perry as a great community to start a 
practice and raise a family.  I told (my wife) Susan 
‘let’s give it six months,’ and here it is twenty years 
later!”
 Mike arrived first in Scugog because Tony had 
opted for a more circuitous route.
 “I’d arranged a medical missionary trip to Kenya 
when I graduated. Then worked six months in Aus-
tralia. Susan’s a speech pathologist, she’d arranged a 
job-exchange, so I applied to the local hospital.”
 Tony’s missionary work ended, when his family 
with Susan began. But when the couple’s three daugh-
ters - Zanna (17), Lizzie (14), and Laura (12) - got older, 
Tony again, in his words, was “bitten by the bug.” His 
re-introduction, ironically, was entirely unrelated to 
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“I told my wife 
(Susan) let’s give 
it (Port Perry) six 
months - and here it 
is 20 years later.”

...Dr. Tony Brown

-

 
File photo

medicine.
 “Our church group built a church in Honduras, which 
inspired me to organize medical missions to Central Amer-
ica. Our community is my first love, but my heart goes out 
to the developing world.”
 Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador: Tony Brown has 
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visited them all, and encouraged his local colleagues to 
join. Their task, he says, was medically basic.
 “We provide ‘primary care,’ meaning the level of 
service you’d expect from your family physician or at a 
walk-in clinic.”
 Tony was awarded the YMCA Peace Medallion in 
2008 for his selfless work with the people in third world 
countries. The medal is awarded each year to volunteers 
working to find peaceful  solutions to violence, conflict, 
discrimination and injustice, enhancing the lives of people  
in their community by creating a more peaceful environ-
ment.
 Tony’s most recent mission, however, was anything 
but routine. “I’d been 
in Haiti planning a fu-
ture mission before the 
earthquake (January 
12, 2010).  When the 
disaster struck, on-site 
agencies were deci-
mated, so those medi-
cal contacts I’d made 
pleaded for help. 
Instead of months of 
planning, our team assembled and left immediately.
 I admit, I was scared at first - I’m no expert in disaster 
relief, and had no idea what we’d find.”
 His previous experience in the Port-au-Prince region 
provided Tony with a unique perspective on the scene 
when the team of 11 paramedics and three doctors ar-
rived.
 “Complete misery and indescribable suffering which 
I’ll never forget,” he summarizes. “There was fear, even in 
children’s eyes… fear, sounds of pain and agony, and the 
smell of death.”
 He also witnessed the remarkable rebirth of hope.
 “Only a few days later, in the middle of all that horror, 
I saw children playing soccer and heard people singing.  
It’s incredible, the human spirit.
 “Difficult as it was to witness such suffering, it’s also 
very rewarding. And I’m fortunate to have my family’s 
full support.”
 Susan, as well as the three girls, have participated in 
Tony’s missionary work.
 “Christian teaching tells us to help others in need,” he 
says. “First-hand experience in the developing world was 
good for the kids, and they also see the passion Susan and 
I have for the work.”
 Church involvement is an important element in the 
Brown household.  Its activities number among those 
which the family shares.
 “Both Susan’s and my family have cottages, so we 
enjoy those times, together with our extended family.  We 
all like skiing in the winter.  And Lizzie, Laura, and Susan 
are competitive horseback riders.”
 Tony’s own competitive spirit often pits him against 
his most determined rival: himself.
 “I love challenges,” he admits readily. “A lot of my 
leisure-time choices reflect that. Golf I find very relaxing, 
and get out as often as I can in season. And running, that’s 

another ‘challenge against yourself,’ every time out.”
 Tony describes his April entry in the Boston Mara-
thon as his peak running experience. “It was a thrill, 
just to qualify,” he adds. “It was a tough run, but I was 
pleased with what I did.”
 While Boston may represent the summit, Tony 
insists it won’t be his last. “My marathon days aren’t 
over!” he smiles.  “I’ll be running as long as my body 
will allow.”
 Personal challenge and a peaceful pursuit – two 
elements Tony cherishes in all his hobbies – converge 
in another seasonal activity which he and Susan both 
enjoy.
 “She got me interested in bird-watching, so between 
April and June, I rearrange my office hours to accom-
modate it. I love learning about the different species 
and their behaviour, recognizing their calls.  I feel the 
wonder of God’s creation.”
   Tony’s varied activities offer peace and tranquil-
ity, a welcome break from his busy professional life. In 
addition to his thriving family practice, Tony is among 
Scugog’s coroners, and one of Port Perry Hospital’s 
anesthetists. He finds satisfaction in all three roles.
 “Getting to know my patients has been the most en-
joyable part of my family practice.  I’m starting now to 
see multiple generations, which is also a thrill. There’s 
an art, and also a challenge, to both the anesthetist’s and 
coroner’s jobs which I enjoy.”
 He smiles, before adding:  “But I need forty hours in 
every day!”
 His jest lies only inches from the reality. Balancing 
three demanding medical portfolios, missionary work, 
and his personal involvement with family and church, 
Dr. Tony Brown may number among Port Perry’s busi-
est and most in-demand physicians.
 The easy smile which accompanies the comment 
shows how his initial discomfort, speaking about him-
self, has diminished. Only his humility remains, and 
that makes his personal story all the more worth telling.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

Haiti:  “I was scared 
at first - I’m no  
expert in disaster 
relief and had no 
idea what we’d find”

...Dr. Tony Brown

Next month - Part 11 
Dr.  Amanda Pawley

Monday to Friday – 9:00 a.m. to noon
Saturday and Sunday – 10:00 a.m. to noon

462 Paxton St., Port Perry

Saturday and Sunday – 10:00 a.m. to noon

FROM NOVEMBER 1ST – 26TH

of PORT PERRY

In the Walk-In Clinic

PLEASE BRING YOUR HEALTH CARD
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W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

905-436-9090

Whether it’s your family, 
home, business or your 
car, protect what’s 
yours with insurance 
solutions designed 
just for you.

PROTECT

™

Dear Editor,
 I am hoping your readers can help me in locating 
information about Gertrude Spurr.
 Gertrude Spurr was born in 1858 in Scarborough, 
England. She was an accomplished artist by the time she 
arrived in Canada in 1890 to join her family. She studied 
at the Art Students’ League in New York and was active 
in the Toronto art scene where secretary to Toronto’s Art 
Student League. 
 She married the artist William Cutts in 1909 and trav-
elled with him to Southern Ontario, Quebec, England and 
Wales. In 1915, Gertrude Spurr Cutts and William Cutts, 
settled in Port Perry. She lived there until her death in 
1941.
  If anyone knows of relatives of the Cutts family or 
works of art in the Port Perry area, please contact The 
Robert McLaughlin Gallery, Curator, Linda Jansma at: 
ljansma@rmg.on.ca or 905-263-4566.

 Linda Jansma, Curator
The Robert McLaughlin Gallery

Gallery curator seeks information 
about Gertrude (Spurr) Cutts

Dear Focus...
MailboxKOTYA

PEEKIN’
Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
              all year round
Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
               Prom, Evening 
                     Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry
905-985-8474
www.gusbrownportperry.com 

TRUCKTRUCKTRUCK
PRICES START FROM 19,995.00

Thankful and Proud of our Canadian Soldiers
*Subject to availability

Port Perry High School
160 Rosa Street • For info: 905-985-8840

Email: ronsan@powergate.ca

 (Free Parking)  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13th
10:00 am - 4:30 pm

Sponsored by P.P.H.S. Arts Department

19th Annual

Admission
$3.00
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 The catastrophic earthquake which struck near the 
sprawling city of Port au Prince, Haiti almost ten months 
ago, created the worst natural disaster this already chal-
lenged country has endured in more than two centuries.
 Scugog doctors Tony Brown and Paul Puckrin were 
among the first people from this community to respond to 
the disaster, helping bring medical care to the thousands 
of severely injured people.
 Ten months have passed since the quake, so when I 
arrived last month along with local dentist and friend Dr. 
Jack Cottrell, to assist setting up a dental clinic at the Mis-
sion of Hope, the smell of dead bodies and sewage which 
had permeated the air for  months was gone - but the 
devastation remained.
 While nobody really knows how many were killed, 
injured or lost, estimates of the dead range from 200,000 
to 300,000, most of whom are buried in a mass graveyard 

about 15 miles from the centre of Port au Prince. Some es-
timate there are still more than 50,000 bodies buried under 
tons of rubble within the city.
 In addition to those killed and injured, more than 1.5 
million Haitians were left homeless by the quake. This was 
immediately evident as we travelled from the airport and 
saw tents and tarped shelters scattered along the sides of 
roads throughout the countryside.
 Tens of thousands of people now call these cramped 
shelters home, with no end in sight as to how long it will 
be before they have a ‘real’ home again.
 The dental clinic, which Dr. Cottrell has constructed 
and outfitted, is located in a medical facility at the Mission 
of Hope at Titanyen, about 20 miles from Port au Prince. It 
is now fully operational, furnished with equipment similar 
to that found in any modern North American dental office, 
and is ready for dentists from around the globe to come 
and provide their services.
 So after working two long days in oppressive heat and 
humidity, repairing and finishing installations of equip-
ment, we arranged a trip into Port au Prince to witness 
first-hand, the progress accomplished in the ten months 
since the earthquake.
 Hitching a ride with a doctor of prosthetics and her 
two Haitian technicians, we headed towards the city. After 

A visit to Haiti’s earthquake zone 
reveals little has changed in the
ten months since the disaster

Please turn to page 34
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dropping the doctor and technicians off at a pros-
thetics clinic, our driver Pierre offered to give us 
a tour of the city. Pierre lost his sister and 11 more 
relatives in the quake and is now parent to his sis-
ter’s two-year-old boy.
 For the next hour, we weaved our way up, down 
and along city streets crowded with thousands of 
people carrying on as best they can. Our guide told 
us we were lucky not to have been here after the 
quake, when the bodies and injured people were 
scattered all over the streets.
 Merchants and vendors have set up their stands 
along the streets, in front of the damaged concrete 
buildings which their businesses formerly occupied.
 Shielded only by brightly coloured tarps and 
umbrellas, the busy streets have taken on an almost 
carnival-like atmosphere. But that image is shattered 
by the collapsed or partially collapsed buildings 
which provide a depressing backdrop.
 Despite little progress having been made to-
wards rebuilding the city, the Haitian people appear 
to have adapted to the conditions and have gotten 
on with their lives as well as could be expected.
 Commerce appears to be alive and well, as the 
streets bustle with activity and vendors offer almost 
anything imaginable (car parts, electronics, food) for 
sale from their dingy street side shops.
 The Haitian people are desperate for help, and 
while millions of dollars in aid have been poured 

into the country, it appears very little has reached the people 
who need it the most.
 Thankfully, there are a number of places, like the Mission of 
Hope, which provide shelter and schooling for orphans as well 
as food and medical treatment, but unfortunately the need is far 
greater than the services currently available.
 The extent of damage, poverty and homelessness encoun-
tered during this brief visit was extremely heartbreaking and the 
images will no doubt remain with me for the rest of my life.

J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 33

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

15987 Simcoe St., Port Perry • 905-985-3312 • www.portperryvilla.ca

WALK-IN TOURS WELCOME!

Scugog’s long-time neighbourhood friend 
and retirement community.

BRIDGE & EUCHRE
TOURNAMENTS

Progressive Euchre
November 3 & 17 at 1:30pm

Bridge
November 4 & 18 at 1:30pm     

Smile Theatre presents…
“A CHRISTMAS CAROL”

November 30, 7pm
Meet the cast and crew following 

the performance.  
Refreshments will be provided.

Port Perry Annual
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

November 20th 10 – 3 pm
Vendors, Raffl es, Entertainment 

and Refreshments.

RSVP to Debbie at
905.985.3312

Drop in for a tour 
and ask about our 

complimentary 
trial stay.

Respite & guest 
suites available.

PORT PERRY VILLA PAYS TRIBUTE TO ALL VETERANS 
Our Veterans do not seek glory or honour – that is already theirs. 

They only ask for remembrance – for those who never returned home 
with them – for the men and women they vowed never to forget. 

It is our also our duty never to forget them.
Join our Remembrance Day Service November 11, 2010
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Another government hidden fee?
Dear Editor:
 On a recent visit to the Port Perry Ministry of Trans-
port office on Water St., I came across an interesting 
dilemma.
 I recently purchased license plates for a second 
vehicle, for a short period, so I could sell the car. They 
promptly took $74 out of my bank account.
 Two months later, I took the plates back for a partial 
refund, only to be informed they could no longer credit 
my account, but could give me a credit or I could receive 
a cheque in four to six weeks for a refund of $55.50.
 But, if I decided to take the cheque, I would only 
receive $50.50 since there was a $5 administration fee to 
issue the cheque.
 This is by no means a reflection on the staff at our 
Water St. MTO office, who are always professional, help-
ful and courteous in every way. This is, in my opinion, is 
just another government ‘rip off.’ Just another hidden fee 
which we should not stand for.

Don Orr
Port Perry

Saturday, Nov. 27th
5:00 p.m.

Starts at the Port Perry Fair Grounds
For information contact: 
Scugog Business Centre, 181 Perry St., Port Perry  905-985-4971 or visit www.scugogchamber.ca

“Memories of Christmas”presents the 2010
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Studio 
   by the

 Green
Joanna Malcolm

invites you to her 7th Annual Christmas Art Show

Nov. 27 & 28 & Dec. 4 & 5

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(other times by chance or appointment)

at the corner of Nestleton Road and Reg. Rd. #57

15 minutes east of Port Perry

                                905-213-4922

 See Joanna’s work at www.joannamalcolm.com

Original 
paintings, 
photography, 

and cards.        

ORDER NOW AND SPRUCE UP IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS

905-213-2583
Joe Gibson, Blackstock

www.budgetblinds.com/portperrywww.scugogchamber.ca
905-985-4971

Did you know that the 
Chamber and the Lions Club 

organize the Santa Claus 
parade each year?
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Sunday, November 7th
AMANDA TOSOFF TRIO

This 24-year-old jazz comet will blow your mind! 
Amanda won the CBC Galaxie Rising Star and 
the GM Grand Prix de Jazz. Amanda Tosoff Pia-
no, Sean Cronin- bass, Morgan Childs- drums.

Sunday, November 14th
PETER HILL & HIS  
BEBOP QUINTET

 Our busy pianist plays with ‘Laura Hubert’, 
‘Girls Night Out’ and ‘Alex Pangman’, but is an 
incredible music arranger and band leader in 
his own right. These cats love to play!!

Sunday, November 21st
GUITAR SERIES #1

Finger-style Champ Don Ross!! with  
living legend Jimmy Wahlsteen.

 Don Ross and Jimmy Wahlsteen are currently 
in Sweden and Europe touring and will play for 
us here in Port Perry.

Sunday, November 28th
GUITAR SERIES #2
Neil Chapman and Bob Adams

 A very special night, guaranteed.Neil has 
played with Leonard Cohen, Randy Bachman, 
Buffy St. Marie, Leroy Sibbles. Neil on guitar 
and Bob Adams, harmonica

 Start Times: 7:00 p.m.
 Location: Jester’s Court, upstairs
 Information: Contact Lynn McDonald   
          905-985-6086; cell 905-809-0388
          or email: lynnjazzvocals@yahoo.ca
 Tickets: most performances $15 per person 

‘JAZZ AT JESTERS’ 
SUNDAYS AT SEVEN

DON’T SETTLE FOR ORDINARY

    Also       • 12 x 12 Floor Tiles   • 3 x 6 Subway Wall Tiles 
Available:   • Cabinet Knobs   • Fireplace Face Kits & Hearths

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville/Uxbridge
905-640-6213   •   1-866-421-4425

Visit our showroom for a personal 

Monday - Thursday: 8:00am-5:00pm, 
Friday 8:00am-4:30pm

www.soapstoneontario.comwww.soapstoneontario.com

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

Warranty Available 
Good, reliable certified 

vehicles from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house 
leasing 
available

~ SERVING SCUGOG SINCE 1997 ~

Lisandras
Winemaking at its BEST
38 Water Street, Port Perry

905-985-1197

Still time 
to make your
holiday wine!
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This Old
   House

John and Marg Bruce have a beautiful heritage stone home here in 
Scugog, but there’s a twist. It was built in Scarborough in 1862.

“My wife Marg and I had always dreamed about owning a heritage 
home,” said John. “In 1973 while driving around Scarborough we saw a 
lovely old stone house all boarded up near Markham Road and Steeles 
Avenue.  We found the name of the developer and asked him what was 
happening to the house.” 

When they were told the century old home was going to be bull-
dozed, John asked if they could purchase it. The developer agreed, with 
the stipulation that they had only 60 days to get it off the property. 

This marked the beginning of a true labour of love for John and 
Marg – the dismantling, moving and rebuilding of a heritage stone 
house here in Scugog. 

Marg was born and educated in P.E.I, but when some of her friends 

Scarborough heritage home  
dismantled stone by stone, 
moved and rebuilt in Scugog

 John and Marg Bruce stand in front of their 
1862 stone home on a secluded 60 acre prop-
erty between Port Perry and Greenbank. The 
ambitious couple dismantled the heritage home in 
Scarborough and had it rebuilt in Scugog.

Talk about a move...

Please turn to page 38
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came to Toronto to teach she decided to join them. She 
taught at Fairmount Park Senior Public School in Toronto 
and it was at this school that she met her future husband, 
John, who was a woodworking teacher.

John was born in Toronto, the son of an Irishman, 
Tom Bruce, but had been raised fully aware of his direct 
connection with the Bruce family that had settled in 
Cartwright Township. Dr. H. A. Bruce’s grandfather was 
a brother of John’s great-great grandfather. 

After getting the developers blessing the real 
work began. Recalling the preparation, John said, “We  
checked the building over thoroughly and after getting 
some advice we decided to completely dismantle the 
home and rebuild it entirely as it had been. We numbered 
the stones and then took hundreds of detailed photos 
carefully labelling them,” he said.

With the documention completed, John and Marg 
and John’s father, Tom, began the task of carefully taking 
the home apart, stone by stone.

“At one point we filled three five gallon cans with the 
original square headed nails,” said John with a smile. 

John and Marg had always wanted to be closer to the 
land that their distant relatives had settled, so they began 
to search for property somewhere in Scugog on which to 
rebuild their home. 

They found and purchased a lovely 60 acre property 
a few miles south of Greenbank which had no buildings 
on it and provided a perfect setting for the house.

Continued from page 37

 This picture of the front entrance and hall shows the original 
wood door with sidelights and transome at the entrance.

They then bought two barns, one from Russell Till in 
Greenbank and another from near Guildwood Gate in 
Scarborough. 

Once again they began the arduous chore of disassem-
bling the buildings. “My wife and my dad and I tore the 
barns down and then rebuilt them on our Scugog property 
in 1974,” John said. 

When completed, they moved into a 15 foot trailer on 
the property and used the reconstructed barns to store 
their furniture and clothes until they could sell their Scar-

Sales &
InstallationServing Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area     

THANK YOU PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE VETERANS.

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

• Windows • Doors
• Siding • Sunrooms

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2
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borough home, to finance the rebuilding of the 
stone house.

During this time the couple commuted each 
day to their schools in Toronto. At that time we 
only had our first child Melanie,” said Marg.

Now ready to rebuild the home, they 
transported the tons of stone by truckload after 
trucklad from Scarborough to their new prop-
erty in Scugog.

John explained that “After we had the base-
ment hole dug, I built the frame and then hired a 
stonemason to rebuild all the stone work follow-
ing the photographs we had taken. 

We eventually hired Angelo Calabrese of 
Highland Creek to do the stone work and at 
times we had as many as eight stone masons 
working on the project.”

Angelo rebuilt the stonework as it had origi-
nally been built in 1862  – a style referred to as 
‘random course’.  They used lime mortar, which 
takes a week to cure, so each course had to dry 
before they could apply the next course.

The woodwork, floorboards, wainscotting, 
baseboard etc., was all installed as it had been 
in the original building. The exception was in 
the fireplaces which were partially built with 
bricks from the old Port Perry Catholic Church 
which had been located at the corner of John 
and Casimir St.

This church was built as a Methodist church 
in 1874, sold to the Roman Catholic community 
in 1885 and was torn down was torn down in 
1975. 

 In the fireplace of the Bruce house is a crane 
crook used to hang cooking pots. This was 
brought from his great-grandmother’s cottage in 
Donegal in Ireland. Also built into the fireplace 
is a functioning bakers’ oven.

The living room fireplace is built of stone. 
The central stone in that fireplace was brought 
from Turnberry Castle in Scotland, the alleged 
birthplace of Robert the Bruce. 

Outside, the front porch is surrounded by 
railings which were originally on the Sebert 
House Hotel in Port Perry. The Sebert House 
Hotel was located where the CIBC is now lo-
cated and was torn down in 1980.

 The Bruces began the reconstruction of the 
heritage home on May 24, 1975 and moved in on 
December 23 that same year. Ever since then the 
home has been the centre of their lives.  

Two more children, Stewart and Colleen 
were born here and Melanie was married in the 
home. 

Now John and Marg are retired and enjoy 
the company of their grandchildren in this mag-
nificent heritage home – the home that they had 
lovingly rebuilt in 1975.
       By Paul Arculus
       Focus on Scugog

    Some of the chalk numbers (2, 5,11), can still be seen on the stones from 
when the stones were marked and photographed before being disassembled.



42  FOCUS - NOVEMBER 2010   

279 Queen St., 
Port Perry

905-985-2775
  www.jesterscourt.ca

BOOK YOUR 
CHRISTMAS
PARTY NOW!
Banquet & Party 
Facilities Available - 
Up to 50 People

Avoid disappointment…

8

500.00

‘WELCOME CHRISTMAS IN’ DAILY WORKSHOPS
Pre register online.

Adults:   $9.00   Seniors:  $8.00
(SPECIAL - $2.00 off admission after 7 pm ~ Fri., Nov. 19)

Children: $2.00 (ages 12 and under)

Nov. 19, 20, 21, 2010

Bill Minors at 
Books Galore and More
175 Perry St. Port Perry

905-985-8645

Life
 The long-awaited autobiography of 

the guitarist, songwriter, singer, and 

founding member of the Rolling Stones.

Only $27.99

CELEBRATINGOUR 15THANNIVERSARY

131 NORTHPORT ROAD

PORT PERRY - 905-985-8707

THEY DIED THAT WE MIGHT LIVE
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 This is the fourth in a series of articles re-introducing former mayors of Scugog Township. The series 
began with Scugog’s first mayor,  Lawrence Malcolm, and continued with Jerry Taylor and Howard Hall.  This 
month Focus on Scugog introduces Doug Moffatt, the fourth man to become mayor of the township. Mayor 
Moffatt was elected in 1998 and served for two terms before stepping aside in 2002. 

 An often-maligned group, sometimes you might 
wonder what motivates a person to enter politics. And 
then you might ask yourself what makes someone 
successful once they’ve chosen that path. Wordless 
answers to both questions are quickly communicated, 
speaking to Doug Moffatt.
 “On top of being generally interested in politics 
and events, I felt more people needed to become 
involved in decision-making,” he says resolutely.   
 “I’ve never been bashful about speaking up, be-
cause I believe that if you’ve got an opinion, you 
have to be prepared to get up and state it.”
 Doug speaks with the conviction of one 
who walks the talk. That guiding philoso-
phy has inspired him to seek political 
office at the municipal, provincial, and 
federal levels.  
 His interest remained latent for extend-
ed periods: he didn’t enter the political 
arena immediately after graduating with 
a degree in Political Science and History 
from Trent University.  
 Initially, he pursued a teaching career.  
His Teacher’s College studies would 
provide more than simply steady em-
ployment. As fate would have it, among 
Doug’s fellow students was his now-wife 
of 30 years, Saundra.

Scugog’s fourth mayor’s interest  
in politics had him seek office  
in three levels of government:  
provincial, federal and municipal

DOUG MOFFATT

Please Turn to page 42
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Continued from page 41 local economy, no spinoff industries. My involvement 
with that issue encouraged me to run for council.”
 And the outcome of his campaign against the  

proposal?
      “Eventually, the school 
chose a location near 
Kingston, where they 
turned the land-scape into 
moon-scape, then went 
bankrupt.”
       A single term on 
council led seamlessly to 
a pair as Scugog’s Mayor.  
Taking office in 1998, 
his administration faced 
some immediate and criti-
cal challenges, as his term 
coincided with significant 
funding cuts imple-
mented by Mike Harris’ 
provincial Liberals.
 “After the election, I 
sat down with the coun-
cillors to sort out our 

next-steps.  On top of routine community needs, we had 
a lot of roads in dire need of repair. Scugog’s geography 
presents unique complications, with a system of roads 
on the island as well as both shores.”
 Their handling of this problem, he recalls, was par-
ticularly satisfying because its resolution was unprec-
edented.
 “We convinced the 
Minister responsible, 
Chris Hodgson, to give 
us a 2% cut of the 
Casino’s revenue, which 
was unheard of at that 
time. We’d anticipated 
half a million and wound 
up with $1.4 million that 
first year.  Council established a fund with the money to 
improve roads, as well as replace some very outdated 
township trucks and equipment.”
 He points with pride to other initiatives he and his 
councils passed during the years he served.
 “We brought about the new municipal building, a 
new pool and second ice pad.” 
 Doug’s mayoral work had become his full-time 
pursuit. Beyond those responsibilities, he served on 
Durham Regional Council, as well as the Police Service 
Board, a group he ultimately chaired.
       “We had interesting discussions there!” he recalls 
with a twinkle. “They wanted to add more officers but 
cut expenses and taxes at the same time – you can’t do 
both!”
        Stepping aside as Scugog’s mayor in 2002, at the 
conclusion of a self-imposed two-term maximum, Doug 
harbours no regrets.
        “People comment on the Mayor’s job, that you’re 
always getting complaints about one thing or the other.  

 He progressed through a number of schools, eventual-
ly as Principal in north Bowmanville. Here, he first tasted 
political success as MPP in the riding of Durham 
East.  
 “I was elected in 1975,” he laughs, then contin-
ues:  “Then I was un-elected!”
 The couple settled in Toronto’s Beaches area 
when Doug chose to leave the classroom for a satis-
fying 17-year career with United Parcel Service.  
 Then, a dream-purchase, a historical (1847) 
stone cottage, brought them to Scugog.  Not only 
did this relocation offer both a dramatic lifestyle 
shift from big-city living, the move afforded Saun-
dra the luxury of pursuing her personal passion. 

An active artist who 
works with paints 
and pottery, she was 
able to create a gal-
lery (Unicarvel) in her 
new home.
 A series of events 
then rekindled 
Doug’s political 
flame.
 “Scugog Township pro-
posed to bring a construc-

tion-trade training school near where we were living,” he 
remembers, still bristling slightly at the memory.  “In my 
opinion, putting the school there offered no benefit to the 

Mayor Doug Moffatt - 1998

“I’ve never been 
bashful about speak-
ing up. If you have an 
opinion you have to 
be prepared to get 
up and state it.”

. . . Doug Moffatt

“You do the best 
you can, recognizing, 
you’ll never really 
satisfy everyone.”

. . . Doug Moffatt

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

EQUIPMENT LTD.

Serving
Durham Region 

since 1992

$23995
MS 170
Gas Chain Saw
30.1 cc / 1.3 kW

MSRP $249.95 with 16” bar

LIMITED TIME OFFER

FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT
with the purchase of a
participating
STIHL Chain Saw*

*see dealer for details

AN $85 
VALUE!
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Not an issue for me, really. And 
as far as the inevitable conflicts 
of the political process go, you 
do the best you can, recognizing 
you’ll never satisfy everyone.”
 “After experience with both, 
I’d say municipal office was 
more satisfying than provincial. 
Less bureaucracy in the local job 
– you can actually see the effects 
of your decisions.”
 Doug then made a second 
unsuccessful bid for Federal of-
fice in the 2005 election (the first 
coming in 1988).
 “I may have been popular 
as mayor, but it sure didn’t 
translate into federal votes!” he 
chuckles.  
 Outside political office for 
the first time in several years, 
Doug remained in demand as a 
political force.  
 “I was approached by an Ot-
tawa-area firm to be an unpaid 
spokesperson on a local issue 
which first surfaced during my 
time as mayor. Their technology, 
‘evapourative condensation,’ 
will address problems with Port 
Perry’s sewage lagoons and 
save taxpayers money.”
 Pride in his Scottish heri-
tage – there’s a wee town 
called “Moffatt” in Scotland, 
he reports – encouraged him 
to accept yet another volunteer 
position with the Highlands of 
Durham Games. He’s been 15 
years involved – 2010 was his 
swansong with the ‘games’, 
which showcases his ancestral 
culture.  
 That reduced schedule of 
activities will give Doug and 
Saundra more time to pursue 
shared passions, like travel and 
golf.
 “We also have a family cot-
tage and a growing family!” he 
reports.
 In addition to a pair of 
grown children, Morgan and 
Shannon, that family has grown 
to include three grandchildren: 
Alex, 12, Roxy, 9, and William, 
who’s now 6.
 While Doug’s formal in-
volvement with politics may 

have decreased, a keen eye and ear for political 
issues never diminishes, even if exercised now 
only on a casual basis.  
 Like a radio station, certain people receive 
more clearly than others and choose never to 
tune out, former politicians retain their acute 
analytical voice beyond their days of office.  
 You can plainly hear it in the tone of his voice 
– passion, conviction, decisiveness, and a drive 
to make things better – that’s why people like 
Doug Moffatt gravitate to political life.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059
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 The Port Perry Artists’ Association will hold their 
annual “Art at the Ocala Winery” this month. It’s your 
chance to view or purchase oil, acrylic, watercolour 
and mixed media paintings by local artists.

Dates & Times:
Sat., November 13 - 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sun., November 24 - noon - 5 p.m.
Location: Ocala Winery
 971 High Point Rd., Port Perry
Free: Admission and Parking

SANTA CLAUS 
PARADE

Port Perry holds one of the largest parades in the 
region. Every year the town hosts one of 
the best evening light show parades in  

Durham Region. The parade 
begins at at the fairgrounds and 
makes its way along Simcoe 
St. to Queen and then along 
Queen St. and Water St., 
ending at Mary Street.

  Date: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27
  Starting Time: 5:00 p.m.
  Starting Location: Port Perry Fairgrounds  
        

Christmas Craft Show
 This is the 19th annual Christmas Craft Show and Sale featuring  
65 vendors - and just in time for Christmas gift giving and decorating.   
 If you are looking for that special gift or handmade craft this is the 
show you can’t afford to miss. Vendors from across Ontario will be dis-
playing top quality crafts ranging from traditional wooden folk art, Christ-

-

special gift. Sponsored by the PPHS Arts Department.
  Date: Saturday, November 13 
  Time: 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
  Admission: $3.00 
  Location:  Port Perry High School - 160 Rosa St., Port Perry

   Come and enjoy the Candlelight Walk along 
Queen St., Port Perry and watch as the large 
tree is lit for Christmas. Visit the live reindeer 
and enjoy lots of Christmas music! Bring 
your family and friends and get into the 
spirit! See full details on page 13.
Date: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
Time:  Starts at 7:00 p.m. in Palmer Park
Location: Downtown Port Perry
More Information: 905-985-4971

*ART at OCALA*

Candlel ight Walk
& Tree LightingSnowflake Sale

Anyone looking for a way to make holi-
day gift giving more meaningful 
will want to attend the ‘Snow-

Gallery this month.
Date: Saturday, November 6
      to Sunday, November 14

  Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 Location: Scugog Public Library 

… for informed optical decisions… for informed optical decisions
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 Greenbank Folk Music Society is delighted to welcome 
Canada’s award winning blues duo, Chris Whiteley and 

Diana Braithwaite, to 
its stage in Greenbank’s 
Centennial Hall on No-
vember 13, beginning at 
8 p.m.
       Jazz and Blues bible 
“Downtown Beat,” said 
about Diana Braithwaite 
and Chris Whiteley, “It’s 
a rare and good thing 
when two talented per-
formers join forces.”
      Don’t miss this great 
performance presented 
by the Greenbank Folk 
Music Society at the 
Greenbank Centennial 
Hall on November 13. 
      Tickets are $ 25 each 
and available at: Blue 
Heron Books, Uxbridge, 
905-852-4282, P O E De-
sign, Port Perry, 905-985-
0060, or phone 905-985-
8351 for reserved tickets 

and information.
 

Blues duo at Greenbank

                         
Coming Soon!
This year’s HOLIDAY INSIDER’S REPORT is brimming with 
everything Canadians need to entertain guests and keep them 
coming back for more – all at great prices. WATCH FOR IT! 

Platters

great meals 
start at 

Vos’ Independent

YOUR NEIGHBOU
R
S

O
W

NE
D & OPERATED BY

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry

N   O   V   E   M   B   E   R    1 1

PERFECT FOR GIFT GIVING.
Ask us today!

68 Water St., Port Perry
(across from the tennis courts)

905-985-8807

M U S I C 
M O V I E S   
G A M E S

Can’t Find It?
We can special order almost anything!

*collect ‘em 
       * trade ‘em 
             * wear ‘em
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CANADA AT PLAY: 100 YEARS OF
GAMES, TOYS AND SPORTS

 In the dead of winter or the heat of summer, outside 
or inside, Canadian children have always worked hard to 
have fun! Despite the 20th century’s astonishing develop-
ments in science, medicine and technology, some things 
have remained constant. Children still play with dolls and 
farm sets. Skating, tobogganing and playing hockey remain 
an integral part of Canadian winters.
 This exhibit combines material from the Royal Ontario 
Museum, the Scugog Shores Museums, and the Scugog 

Sports Hall of Fame to take a look at our favourite games, 
toys, and sports over the past 130 years.  All generations 
will enjoy this exhibition, celebrating what is common to us 
all!
 The exhibit will run from November 13 to February 
27, 2011 in the Heritage Centre and Archives, 1655 Reach 
Street, 2nd floor of the Port Perry arena.
 Opening event: Saturday November 13 - 12 noon-4 p.m.
Come and join ‘Funny Face the Clown’ for face painting 
and balloon animals. Hands-on toys and games in our 
exhibit area, and free treat bags to the first 50 kids!
 Admission: Adults - $4; Students and Seniors - $3;  
Children 5-12 - $2; Under 5 - free.

COMMUNITY GIFT GIVING PROGRAM
 Joan Elliott and Jill Howsam, independent sales 
consultants with Mary Kay Cosmetics, are participating 
in the “Community Gift Giving” program in partnership 
with the Community Nursing Home.
 The program provides each resident of the nursing 
home with a Christmas gift.  Each gift will be wrapped 
in a beautiful Christmas bag with a card attached from 
the donor. The cost of each gift is $20.00.  Cheques can be 
made out to the “Community Gift Giving Program.” We 
will issue a receipt that can be used for advertising and 
promotion.  All gifts will be delivered prior to Christmas 
to the Nursing Home.
 For more information contact Jill at 905-985-2253 or 
Joan 905-728-4220.

LAKE STEWARDS ANNUAL MEETING
 The Scugog Lake Stewards Inc., will be holding 
their annual general meeting on Thursday, Novem-
ber 18 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 2614 Head Road, 
Scugog Island.
 Anyone wishing to attend please call Jamie Ross 
at 905-985-0958 or Maggie Williams at  905-985-0318 
if you plan to attend.
   Advance notice is required to ensure we have ad-
equate seating and refreshments. Public welcome.

What’s Up - games, gifting and meetings

Salvatore’s
Trattoria &
Café

263 QUEEN STREET
PORT PERRY

905-985-3500

NOW CATERING!

    BOOK YOUR 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
    NOW  at…

Clean water. Green future.

Let’s get something perfectly clear –
Your Water!
We supply a complete line of equipment including…
Water Softeners, Iron Filters, Reverse Osmosis, 
Ultra Violet Lamps, Gas Removers, Pumps, 
Pressure Tanks & Supplies

FREE

VIO Systems • 1894 Scugog Street, Unit 1, Port Perry
905-985-4900 or 1-888-468-1336 • www.ecowater.ca
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Safari in Kenya
 I had never been to East Africa, and had no concept 
of the distance from London to Nairobi. I assumed the 
journey would take three or four hours, and was quite 

our destination.
 Nairobi, like any other city at nine thirty in the morn-
ing, was in the midst of its rush hour. Cars, bicycles, 
and motorcycles were travelling in all directions on the 
busy streets. When I arrived at my hotel I was pleased 

extremely progressive city, offering all the amenities to 
which I we, as westerners, are accustomed.
 “Where are the animals?” I asked. “I can see cars and 
buses any where. I came to Africa to see elephants and 
giraffes”.

-
sen) was the author of Out of Africa, a true tale - and later 

 The manicured lawns and trimmed hedges were 
-

est dwelling, I was immediately swept into African life as 
it must have been several decades ago. Of course, see-
ing Robert Redford’s trousers proudly displayed on the 
bedposts, reminded me that no matter where in the world 
we go, Hollywood is close behind.

-
counter with African wildlife. The Giraffe Manor is home 
to a vast number of Africa’s Rothschild giraffes. These 
animals are so tame that when they approach, they lower 
their necks, and scoop up whatever you might have in 
your hand with their ten inch black tongues. I may have 
thought the sandwich I was holding was my lunch; how-
ever one of the giraffes had a different idea.
 I ventured north to the town of Thika and was amazed 

raging waterfalls and picturesque scenery left me breath-

assumed was grown only in red wrapped pots and sold at 
grocery stores during the Christmas season.
 My journey continued to ‘Treetops’, a hotel made fa-
mous when England’s Queen Elizabeth, then a princess, 

father passed away – an event that spawned the quote, 

“She went up a princess and came down a queen.”
 ‘Treetops’ is nothing more than a series of rooms sus-
pended high above the ground supported by poles, which 
are interwoven with large tree trunks. A giant balcony over-
looks a watering hole where salt licks have been scattered 
to attract animals, so tourists like me can have a better 
view.
 I checked into my room, which was no more than two 
metres by three metres, most of which was taken up by 
two bunk beds. Quickly I returned to the verandah in order 
to witness the wildlife of Africa. I saw Malibu storks, nearly 
the size of a full-grown man, boldly wandering along the 
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railings. As I stood watching, a herd 
of Cape Buffalo numbering in the 
hundreds marched from amongst the 
trees and circled the entire lake.
 I watched in awe, for as quickly 
as the large animals arrived they also 
disappeared. It was unbelievable 
watching Africa’s natural inhabit-
ants roam free, making me feel like 
an intruder. There were antelopes, 
baboons, and a group of warthogs, 
some of whom drank while kneeling. 
Young warthogs are unable to reach 
the ground with their faces as their 
legs are too long.
 I continued to gaze at the sights 
of Africa’s natural splendour. Time 
passed quickly, and around two-thirty 
in the morning I decided to call it a 
night. I had just fallen asleep when a 
loud buzzer sounded, waking me with 
a start. Naturally, I assumed it was 

hotel’s way of notifying guests that a 
herd of elephants had arrived at the 
nearby watering hole.
 I dressed and moved onto my 
balcony and as my eyes grew ac-
customed to the moonlit surroundings, 

I was suddenly shocked to see half 
a dozen of the world’s largest land 
mammals standing directly below me. 
It felt as if I could simply reach out 
my hand and touch them; it was easy 
to lose the perspective that these 
animals were wild.
 Elephants live well into their six-

their lifetime. The last set simply 
wears down and the elephant can 
no longer chew natural foods. In the 

terrain where the grasses are soft and 
pliable, allowing it to live out its time in 
peace and tranquility.
 Elephants live in small herds 
which seem almost like families. 
When the males reach the age of 
fourteen they are forced away from 
the group and left to make it on their 
own. These outcasts normally attach 
themselves to another herd, ensur-
ing that no inbreeding destroys the 
strength of the species. 

-
nya Safari Club, built by actor William 
Holden in the 1940’s. It was construct-

positioned directly on the equator. 
When I saw peacocks and storks walk 
leisurely over the rolling hills of green 

that this place would forever hold a 
special attraction for me.
 The white stucco building was 
decorated with hundreds of artifacts of 
African life: masks and spears, tusks 
and skins; all reminders of the Africa 
that I had studied in school. I continu-
ally glanced around corners, for I was 
certain Johnny Weissmuller might 
appear at any moment.

surrounded by tea plantations, some-

thing that I had never seen before. I 
was quite surprised at the smallness 
of the leaves.
 After a few days I found it dif-

resort, however, the wilds of the Sam-
buru region lay ahead and my guide 
explained that we had to make it to 
the lodge by nightfall. He said it was 
forty kilometres away, and I looked 
at my watch wondering what I was 
missing, for there were at least three 
hours of daylight remaining and forty 
kilometres would, after all, not take 

 We had no sooner started on our 
trek when the road abruptly ended, 
and what was a crude form of pave-
ment a few minutes ago became 
gravel held together by potholes. The 
Land Rover bumped and tossed, and 
I remembered why I really did not 
enjoy the rides at amusement parks.
 Our journey continued. As I 
glanced behind during one of the 
few occasions when my head was 
not being bumped against the roof 
of the Land Rover, I saw nothing but 
a massive dust cloud as our driver 
pushed the vehicle to its limits. It is 
said that when you are in danger and 

before you. I found this to be true.
 “How long do these cars usually 
last?” I asked.

replied.
 “How old is this one?”
 “It is nearly three.” He smiled, as if 
proud of having accomplished some-
thing others had not.
 I sat quietly, staring at the wonders 
around me realizing I was in a world 
foreign to me, on an adventure that I 
would never forget. 

TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK 
AT 2 A.M. THIS SUNDAY

WED.

NOVEMBER 10

5:00 - 8:00 pm

Order or take home your accessories

20% OFF* - 1 NIGHT ONLY

On Display: Yamaha’s XT1200Z Super Ténéré and 1300 Stryker

         R
eps will be here to answer your questions.    *S

elected merchandise

10 Min East of Port Perry, Take 7A to Durham Rd. 57, 6km south
1.877.986.4437  •  Fx: 905.986.5979  • www.asselstines.com 

MOTORCYCLE OPEN HOUSE

ON SALE NOW!

SNOWMOBILE CLOTHING

       
       

       
     

 
 

 
 

 
       

  Up to

60% OFF
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SHOP EARLY!



905.985.8171 •  www.compton.net

The perfect Sunday afternoon. Reclining chair. Pizza and wings ...

Compton brings 
you this close to 

the action

$2995
per month*

*Minimum 4 month 
subscription required

NFL Network and 
NFL Network OnDemand free 

to Compton Digital subscribers.

The Super Sports Pak also includes:

* A subscription to a minimum of Basic Digital Cable is required

NORTH DURHAM
EYE CLINIC

189 North St., Port Perry • 905-985-1361
www.drworkman.optometry.net 

ESTABLISHED 1994     •     NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

@ NDEC

Exclusive eyewear for those 
who like to stand out.

Our spectacular designer eyewear from Europe
is famous for its high quality, beautiful
colour combinations and amazing de-
signs created with a sense of fun.

Eyeglasses are part of your face; they should be 
fashionable, as well as functional.  More 
than just a medical device, eyewear 
reflects who you are. 



29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

TORONTO STREET 15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

STOUFFVILLE SUNDERLAND 26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161

Other locations to serve you:

Looking for a Dental Hygienist 
to join our 
ever expanding team.

Other locations to serve you:

GET TO KNOW THE PEOPLE 
AT NORTH PORT DENTAL

15930 Old Simcoe Rd., Port Perry
905-985-7777

www.thedentalcentre.ca

We have a dynamic team of qualifi ed, 
experienced and professional dental 
assistants, hygienists, receptionists 

and dental surgeons to assist you 
with your dental needs.

   “Your Con! dent Smile is Our Goal.”

WE WILL
REMEMBER

    

DAY TRIPPIN’ 2010

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

NiagaraFallsview CasinoMonday, November 29Only $15.00 pp
Includes buffetand light tour

  Pickering Ajax Oshawa Port Perry

Wed.  Depart 7:45 am 7:55 am 8:30 am 8:50 am
 Return 5:20 pm 5:10 pm 4:50 pm 4:30 pm

Thurs. Depart 1:45 pm 1:55 pm 2:30 pm 2:50 pm
 Return 11:20 pm 11:10 pm 10:50 pm 10:30 pm

Fri. Depart xxxxxx 2:55 pm 3:30 pm 3:50 pm
 Return xxxxxx 1:10 am 12:50 am 12:30 am

Sat. Depart 2:15 pm 2:25 pm 3:00 pm 3:20 pm
 Return 1:05 am 12:45 am 12:35 am 12:15 am

CASINO RAMA SCHEDULE

Nov. 5 Royal Winter Horse Show
Nov. 14 Seneca Niagara, NY Casino
Nov. 27 Niagara Falls, NY – Outlet Mall Shopping
Nov. 29 Niagara Fallsview Casino
Dec. 4 Walden Galleria, Buffalo, NY – Shopping
Dec. 9 Niagara Falls Festival of Lights
Dec. 12 Seneca Niagara, NY Casino
Dec. 13 Niagara Fallsview Casino Gift Certif icates!

Fabulous Gift Idea

DAY TRIPPIN’ 2011
Feb. 12 Credit Valley Snow Train
Mar. 16 St. Patrick’s Day -
 Vegas in Vaughan
Mar. 19 Canada Blooms
Apr. 12 Tribute to Dean Martin
June 1 The Lion King

REMEMBER - ALWAYS & FOREVER
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233 Queen St., Port Perry   905-985-2543  1-800-637-5391   

Great Christmas Gifts

Magnetic Photo Frames

Photo Name Mats

238 Queen St.,  
DOWNTOWN
Port Perry

905-985-8451
www.iluvmydentist.com

Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr. C. Banfi eld

Dr. E. King 
Orthodontist

Dr.  J. Hardy 
Dr.  J. Isenberg

Dr. T. McIntyre 
Periodontist

Dental 
Centre

PORT 
PERRY

                             … and may all
your Christmases be WHITE!
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Cover Picture
  Downtown Port Perry is all 
decked out for Christmas 
and it’s visibly evident by 
the beautiful decorations 
that line the street and the 
creative displays in many 
of the store windows. This 
picture shows one of the 
beautifully decorated win-
dows at Luke’s For Home.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Dear Editor,
 A lot of money has been spent on the Port Perry wa-
terfront project. My question is, if it was so important to 
make these changes at such great cost, why then is it not 
just as important to make sure the changes receive the 
proper care to maintain the ‘beauty’ of this project?
 The weeds and lack of landscaping maintenance has 
left things looking less than beautiful. I often hear com-
ments about the lack of proper grass cutting, weeding 
and garbage pick up.
 If our township’s budget is not set up to hire enough 
people to weed all this landscaping or properly mow and 
groom the landscaping, why was the project even given 
birth? 
 Also, a parking lot used by our elderly, and physi-
cally challenged, as well as parents with young children 
and strollers was taken away for the beautifying of our 
waterfront on Water Street.  
 A full curb with no cut outs except on the very end 
corners was poured, the sidewalk does not  run along 
side of the street but rather a section of grass was put in 
next to the curb.  
 Does it look nice?  Yes, when the grass actually gets 
cut! But it makes the sidewalk practically inaccessible. 
Anyone who uses a walker, can not lift the walker up 
over the curb and move it across grass to finally make it 
to the sidewalk.  
 Does Scugog really pride itself in having an accessi-
bility committee?  Is this committee given a voice against 
this apparent lack of consideration for accessibility?  Why 
do we not have much needed accessibility to one of our 
main streets in Port Perry?  
 Have you ever considered how many stores/busi-
nesses we have in Port Perry that are not easily accessible 
to those with limited mobility or to our senior population 
who cannot make the step up over the curbs, or the steps 
into the actual building?
 You have to wonder if the money used for this project 
could have been spent wiser and more considerately.

Karen Bruinsma
Port Perry

Resident questions maintenance 
and access to waterfront project

Re: ‘Thumbs down to extremist group’ 
in the November issue of Focus

Dear Editor,
 Although I had decided to refrain from comment-
ing on the gruesome anti-choice demonstration that 
occurred this fall on Hwy 7A, misinformed comments 
made by letter writers Gregg and Karen Anderson sim-
ply cannot go unchallenged.  
 I respect the obvious personal choice that the An-
dersons have made regarding abortion. However they 
stated that “these pictures only show the truth of what is 
going on in clinics and hospitals” and that... so many are 
misinformed on what a child (sic) looks like in an abor-
tion that this may be the best way to get the truth out.” 
 I know what a fetus looks like after an abortion 
better than most people. Having worked as an abortion 
counsellor at the Morgentaler Clinic in Toronto I have 
seen many aborted fetuses, from the gestational age of a 
few weeks right up to the Canadian legal limit of twenty 
weeks. 
 They do not look like the pictures displayed along 
the side of the road that day. Depicted that day were 
very much more advanced fetuses and babies that were 
apparently the product of “partial birth abortions” that 
are permitted in some places in the United States right 
up to the ninth month. This is a horrific procedure which 
is illegal in Canada.
 The decision to have an abortion is a difficult one; 
many would argue that that is as it should be. I resent 
that an extremist American anti-choice group would 
come to Port Perry and misrepresent what is going on in 
clinics and hospitals in Canada. 
 The Andersons’ opinion that they were “getting the 
truth out” is mistaken.

Lise Saint-Cyr
Port Perry    

Misinformed abortion comments 
can not go unchallenged

SEE MORE LETTERS ON PAGES 9

Researching Manchester church
Dear Editor,
 We are trying to do some research on the old church 
at 8 Rose St. in Manchester. The building was erected 
in 1866 and we can not seem to find any information or 
photos. 
 If anyone has any information or pictures pertaining 
to this building please contact me either by e-mail at: 
stevecarter87@hotmail.com or call 905-985-1568.

Rick Carter
Port Perry  
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The Moose Man

 It was one huge moose that started it all. Anyone who drove through To-
ronto in the spring of 2000 could not help but notice moose statues – 326 of them 
– placed  strategically around the city.        
       Five hundred artists, including Port Perry resident Roy Bowers,  had 

transformed life-sized fibreglass moose statues into works of 
art, by invitation of the city.

          What Roy did not know at 
the time, as he innocently painted 

scenes from his beloved Algon-
quin Park on the sides of his 

moose statue, was that friends, 
family, co-workers, even some of 
the artists who took his  
painting workshops, were about 

to unleash moose-mania in his 
own life. 

        His participation in Moose In 
The City forever removed the ‘What 
do we get for Roy?’ problem from 

everyone’s lives. Moose figurines 
popped up at birthdays, anniversaries, 
Christmas – or just because. Coat 
hangers decorated with plush moose 
heads; singing, sitting, standing  
moose statues; beautiful wooden 
moose sculptures, cute, cartoonish 

moose, even moose sunning them-
selves in lawn-chairs. If it’s moose-y at 

all, Roy’s probably received it.  
     “Everyone gives me them,” laughs Roy, who turns 80 on his 
next birthday. “Big and small. Here’s one from France,” he says, 

motioning to one particularly relaxed moose nursing a cocktail.   
“Some of them are silly, and some of them are really funny. It never 
seems to end.” Roy’s collection numbers 75 at last count. But it’s been 

a little while since they were counted. 
  Since moving from Scugog Island, where Roy and his wife 
Claire retired in 1997 from Toronto, into their cozy home on Water 
St. in 2007, many of the moose have been sequestered in cardboard 
boxes upstairs. They will be liberated in time to decorate for Christmas 
though, especially the one in the rocking chair that sings “Gramma got 
run over by a reindeer.” 
 Although he’s the Moose Man, Roy Bowers is also a serious 

 

Please turn to page 4

John Bowers’ life changed the day  
he painted a moose for Toronto’s
“Moose In The City” campaign
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and accomplished landscape artist.  
“I’m known for my birches,” he says, 
and it doesn’t take long to see why. 
Roy’s paintings celebrate rock, snow, 
wood, water, autumn leaves,  and, 
of course, the birch trees that figure 
prominently in much of his work. 
Born and raised in Toronto, Roy has 
painted all his life, with Algonquin 
Park his most faithful muse.  His 
professional life was rooted in the 
creative as well, in jobs that cen-
tered on advertising and creative 
design. Roy’s final professional gig 
was in the creative department of 
the Metro Toronto Zoo. 
 All through his career and be-
yond, Roy has taught painting in 
workshops and seminars. Passing 
on his knowledge of the light and 
depth, shape and substance of 
painting has been a constant joy.   
 He has taught frequently 
at Scarborough’s Cedar Ridge 
Creative Centre and closer to home at Saint John’s 
Anglican Church, Blackstock, where he donates his teach-
ing time each year for a six-week painting course. 
 “I don’t like to call them students,” says Roy, speaking 
about the people who take his classes, “They are artists 
who want to learn how to do things.” 
 An artist who takes a Roy Bower class will learn more 

than just how light plays in the crevices of a rock, and 
how colour fades away into the background — they will 
learn about how  deeply an artist can love painting. “My 
mind goes right into the painting,” says Roy. “I forget 
about everything else going on. I like to share it with 
people.”

 Roy’s moose story 
came full circle recently, 
when he and Claire had 
the opportunity to put 
their generosity of spirit 
into practice again, in an 
unexpected rendezvous 
with that same, giant 
moose statue that kicked 
off Roy’s moose collection 
more than 10 years ago.  
 Wondering what ever 
had happened to his statue 
after it had been auctioned 
off for charity, Roy wrote 
about his collection, and 
his desire to track down his 
biggest moose ever,  for More 
of our Canada magazine in the 
early spring of 2010. It wasn’t 
long before he received an 
email from Brian de Boer of 
Shanty Bay, a landscaper who 
had bought Roy’s moose from 
the original buyer.  
        The moose stood, faded 

almost white on one side, overlooking a fish pond on de 
Boer’s property. When Roy heard that his moose needed a 
makeover, he and Claire, picnic basket in hand, made six 
trips to Shanty Bay to repaint the statue.
 “Roy lit up like a Christmas tree,” says de Boer, a 
landscaper and contractor. “He came up here, a 90 minute 
drive, and his wife would help him or sit and read a book. 
He wouldn’t take any money for it. He restored the entire 
thing. I was just blown away.” 
 Roy applied a coating to protect the moose from 
potential  deterioration and made sure those Algonquin 
colours stay true for years to come. 
 Today, de Boer calls the restored moose his “most 
prized possession. It’s not something the average Joe has.” 
And spending hours refurbishing a giant moose sculpture 
for the love of art and neighbour is not something the 
average Joe would do. 

By Karen Stiller
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 3

UNUSUAL COLLECTORS WANTED
If you know someone who has an unusual  

collection of objects, (eg. traffic signs, handcuffs, 
milk caps, frogs, disney characters, etc. ) 

drop us a line at focus@focusonscugog.com

Building Centre
Lumber Division: (905) 985-7391

Roof Truss Division: (905) 985-9716
11 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry Ontario  •  www.lakescugoglumber.com



Santa delights young and old  
  on his visit to Port Perry...
   Christmas officially came to Port Perry 
November 27 with the arrival of Santa and 
his colourful parade.

 Thousands lined the street to see 
the jolly old elf make his return, much 
to the delight of young and old alike.
 Led into the centre of town by a 
long parade of bands, clowns and 
beautifully decorated floats, Santa’s  
arrival was certainly the highlight for 
the youngsters who waved and  
shouted his name from the sidelines.
 Now that the Christmas season  
is underway, Santa will be visiting  

his little ‘Christmas House’ located in front 
of the post office frequently throughout  
the month of December.
 You can bring the kids to visit him 
Thursdays and Fridays from 2-4 p.m.,  
and Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
     and
     2-4 p.m.
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 Santa’s 
last visit to 

his Port Perry  
‘Christmas 

House’ is on  
December 18th,
due to the huge 
amount of work 
he has to do in 
preparation for 
his Christmas  
Eve journey.
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Sunday, December 5th
SILVERBIRCH  

BLUEGRASS BAND
 Blueglass Band with Tom McCreight, leader and 
bass, Gene Gouthro, mandolin, Graham Stone, 
banjo and vocals, Walter Bent, rhythm guitar.

Sunday, December 12th
RITA DI GHENT

 Rita Di Ghent will perform 
her constantly evolving collec-
tion of  smut, down and dirty 
tunes from the thirties and for-
ties. She “pulls them off” with 
class and dexterity as only a 
true blue blood can.

until the new year.
 Start Times: 7:00 p.m.
 Location: Jester’s Court, upstairs
 Information: Contact Lynn McDonald   
          905-985-6086; cell 905-809-0388
          or email: lynnjazzvocals@yahoo.ca
 Tickets: $15 per person 

‘JAZZ AT JESTERS’ 
SUNDAYS AT SEVEN

KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
              all year round
Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
               Prom, Evening 
                     Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

To purchase tickets 
call or visit:

Ticket Price: $60.00 each
Deadline: Dec. 22nd. 

NEW THIS YEAR … Reserved Seating while tickets last!

Includes Catered Prime Rib Dinner with Dessert, Complimentary Champagne, 
Prizes, Late Night Snack Table, Party Favours, Professional DJ

Shannon Fowler 
Royal LePage Frank

34 Water Street, Port Perry
905-259-5648

Julie Curran 
Remax Scugog

144 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-449-4427

Hosted by 
Shannon Fowler 

and
Julie Curran
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 Scugog Nautical Shoppe, located at 166 Water St., has 
closed their retail store to make room for more cruise of-
fice space. They cleared all their inventory and displays 
effective October 31.
 The small but comfortable Cassidy’s Pub and Grub, 
located at 56 Water St., closed its doors last month and 
the space is once again for rent.
 The former Shopper’s Drug Mart building on Queen 
St., which has sat empty since the business moved to 7A 
Hwy., appears to be undergoing some internal renova-
tions. The building is now owned by Royal LePage Frank 
Real Estate who will move into part of it in the future.
 It appears it’s “full steam ahead” west of town on 
7A Hwy. where “Smart Centres” is developing a new 
shopping centre. The land is literally crawling with 
heavy equipment these days, preparing the land for a 
Walmart Superstore, two banks, restaurant, additional 
small retail space and some even speculate a new LCBO 

Changing

store (although still unconfirmed). Target date from what 
we’ve been able to determine is about May next year - but 
I guess we’ll have to wait and see.
 One of the local travel offices, All About Travel, which 
was located at 14500 Simcoe St., has closed it’s doors.
 Work is underway on a new building at the corner 
of Mary and Perry Streets. The old structure has been 
removed and Glenn Evans is constructing a two-storey 
building with commercial space on the bottom floor. The 
second floor will remain unfinished for now.
 Doug Flowers has moved his Port Perry Muffler and 
Brakes operation from 94 Water St., to an industrial unit at 
1511 Reach Road, just west of town.
 Second Star Comics & Gifts, 126 Water St., has posted 
signs in its windows announcing the store will be closing 
and offered all the fixtures and shelving for sale.

GREAT 
GIFT

IDEAS!
Marina’s picks for Christmas 2010

168-178 Queen St.,
Port Perry

905-985-2521
www.brocks.ca

168-178 Queen St.,
Port Perry

905-985-2521
www.brocks.ca

FOR the
eco-friendly
Personalized fold 
up shopping bags. 
Choose from 
popular names or 
initials. Say no to 
plastic bags – use for groceries 
or to wrap a gift! $7.95  RH Davis

FOR the
entertainer

Neat seats! 
Fold up cubes 
with a design 
on the lid. Great 
for extra seating at 
parties, at the cottage 
or for general storage. 
Handy collapsable/storage feature 
when not in use. $29.95  Linea

Keep jewellery organized 
with a diva jewellery holder. 
Hang necklaces or bracelets 
and keep them from tangling. 
Choose from several colours 
and styles.  $24.99  Splash

FOR
the
fashion diva

OPEN ‘TIL 8PM WEDNESDAYS, THURSDAYS & FRIDAYS IN DECEMBER
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204 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2172 Tastes as good as they look – EVEN BETTER!

NOW TAKING CHRISTMAS ORDERS

“Please place your orders by December 23.”

Traditional Pies

Holiday Cakes

Fruit
  Cake

Christmas
Cookies

Festive
  Pastries

Dutch
Stollen Bread

Almond
Sticks

 Only a couple of weeks left to help make this 
Christmas a memorable one for all our seniors this 
year.
 Joan Elliott and Jill Howsam are participating in 
the “Community Gift Giving” program in partner-
ship with the Community Nursing Home and the 
deadline for your contribution is approaching quickly. 
Wednesday, December 15 will be the final day of the 
campaign.
 The program ensures each resident of the nursing 
home will receive a Christmas gift.  Each gift will be 
wrapped in a beautiful Christmas bag with a card at-
tached from the donor. 
 The cost of each gift is $20 and cheques can be 
made out to the “Community Gift Giving Program.” 
Organizers will issue a receipt that can be used for ad-
vertising and promotion and all gifts will be delivered 
prior to Christmas to Community Nursing Home.
 For more information on how you can put a smile 
on someone’s face this Christmas, contact Jill at 905-
985-2253 or Joan 905-728-4220.

Help put a smile on the 
face of one of Scugog’s
seniors this Christmas

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

Computer
REPAIRS
IT and Network 
SUPPORT
PC and Server 
UPGRADES

333 Major St., Port Perry
             905-985-0568
gmcmullen@majortech.ca
SERVING SCUGOG & UXBRIDGE TOWNSHIPS

Bill Minors at 
Books Galore and More
175 Perry St. Port Perry

905-985-8645

GIFTS FOR 
THE READERS
IN YOUR LIFE. 

$34.95

$29.95

$22.00 $34.95
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Dear Editor,
 I have a situation that irked me that ought to be in 
your “Thumbs” section.
 On Saturday, October 30th, I was on my way to work 
and stopped in to fill up with gas. After filling my tank I 
proceeded inside to fill my caffeine addiction and get my 
double double for the day. 
 There was only one employee working behind the 
counter at our Tim Horton’s Express. The young girl was 
handling the pressure as well as anyone could dealing 
with a line-up in the store as well as the drive-thru. 
 While waiting I had a conversation with a woman 
behind me. She was having a bad day and was telling 
me of her experience at the Tim Horton’s on 7A, about 
how rude one of the employees was to her. 
 She was at the Express Timmy’s to fill out a com-
plaint card because that same employee told her they 
didn’t have any left at their store.
 Anyway to make a long story short, this woman 
and I both got gas and were now waiting patiently to be 
served. When we arrived the pumps were all occupied 
so we pull up behind as anyone would, but with the 
amount of time we had to wait we were now inconve-
niencing other vehicles. 
 This is my “thumbs down” part. 
 A middle-aged woman came into the store barking 
“Who’s green car is that?” The woman behind me said 
it was her car. The bitter woman responds, “you are so 
inconsiderate, you don’t do that, pull up all the way you 
expletive.” 
 It was so ironic considering our conversation about 
the complete lack of respect of people these days to have 
a woman come in at the end of our conversation as if to 
validate our point of view. 
 I left the store knowing that I should have spoken up 
and put this woman in her place, however, like many of 
us, I was just avoiding confrontation.
 One further thing I noticed as I was pulling away 
was seeing the boorish woman purchasing lottery 
tickets. I got a good laugh at that. How does one expect 
good fortune to come when they treat people so dis-
gracefully? 
 Like I said, I felt I should have spoken up and seeing 
how I may never see this woman again I just want her to 
know that not everyone is that ignorant.
 I just had to say my piece. Thank you for your time

Ryan Yorke
Port Perry

Questions why there is a lack of 
respect and rudeness today

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

www.taoist.org

Untie 
Your
Knots!

Taoist Tai ChiTM

Improve your health, reduce 
stress, improve balance, strength, 

and flexibility.

For information about classes 
in the Scugog area phone:

905-668-6500

WHITBY
601 Dundas St. W., Town Plaza

905-668-6500
Open House: Sunday, January 9, 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Open House and Beginner classes starting:
Monday January 3,  7:00 - 9:00 pm

Tuesday January 4,  9:30 - 11:30 am
Wednesday January 5,  7:00 - 9:00 pm 

BOWMANVILLE
Rickard Recreation Complex

905-688-6500
Open House and Beginner classes starting:

Tuesday January 4,  9:30 - 11:30 am
Tuesday January 4,  7:00 - 9:00 pm

PICKERING
West Shore Community Centre, 1011-1015 Bayly St

phone Karen at 905-839-9873
Open House and Beginner classes starting:

Tuesday January 4,  12:30 - 2:00 pm

PORT PERRY
Latcham Centre, NE corner of Queen & Water St.

phone John at 905-985-3355
Open House and Beginner classes starting:

Monday January 10,  7:00 - 9:00 pm
Thursday January 6,  1:30 - 3:30 pm

Visit taoist.org/toronto or email whitby@taoist.org
for open house and class schedules

The Taoist Tai Chi Society of Canada is a registered charity - 
#119258655 RR0001



Kid,s Christmas Wishes
Children tell Santa what 
they want for Christmas

 

HANNAH ANDERSON

AUSTIN JONES

LUKE MARLOW

WADE STANLEY

ADDISON CROSCIONE

LARA POSTHUMUS
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BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PORT PERRY Most shoppes downtown open until 8pm Thursdays and Fridays.

Check our website: www.discoverportperry.ca

Unforgettable Experiences…  
Downtown Port Perry! You’re closer than you think.

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM DOWNTOWN PORT PERRYMost shoppes downtown open until 8pm Thursdays and Fridays.
Check our website: www.discoverportperry.ca

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PORT PERRY

Unforgettable Experiences…  
Downtown Port Perry!
You’re closer than you think.

                      MERRY CHRISTMAS 
        FROM DOWNTOWN PORT PERRY  

Manicures & Pedicures - $38
! hour Aromatherapy
and Massage - $35
Facials
Gel-nails
Check out our website 
for more services
PRE-ORDER YOUR 
GIFT CERTIFICATES OVER THE PHONE. 

Nails & MediSpa

Nails & MediSpa
176 Perry St., Unit 1
905-985-9130
www.inner-beauty.ca

146 Queen Street, Port Perry
Tel: 905.985.0060 • www.poedesigngroup.com

INSPIRATIONS
ON QUEEN STREET

Everything you need 
to get inspired for Christmas.

246 Queen Street, 
Port Perry

inspirations@bellnet.ca
905-985-9005

Your local downtown Port Perry Business Improvement Association 
is making plans for  “Tis the season to shop local!”.  

Throughout the week, various local merchants will be holding their 
“open houses” as a special way to thank the community for 

supporting them throughout the year.   

179-183 Queen Street
905•985•3307

“the absolute best store in Port Perry
         ... for men’s wear, ladies’ wear 

kitchen and home.”

Holiday Shopping at 
Tweed & Hickory

Holiday Tableware

50% OFF

FINE FURNISHINGS BOUTIQUE

905-985-5559
235 Queen Street

Distinctive 
   gift 

ideas
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 Alone with a team of sled dogs, gliding over miles of 
white, pristine snow, calculating every moment to ensure 
the safety of the team – is what dog sledding is all about. 
No one knows this better than Scugog’s own Bruce Lang-
maid, a ‘musher’ for the past 30 years.
 As a youngster, Bruce was raised in a family of dentists, 
but his fate presented a different route. After completing 
Oshawa High school he set his sights west, to work on the 
TransCanada Pipeline system.
 A year or two later he returned to Oshawa to re-ac-
quaint himself with his girlfriend, whom he later married. 
The couple then moved to Ashburn, where Bruce began 
investigating the sport of dog sledding. 
 “We had a ‘setter’, which was our family pet,” Bruce 
explained, “but there was no reason you couldn’t harness 
him and turn him into a sled dog… so I did” he said chuck-
ling as he spoke. 
 Soon thereafter he split the cost of a sled with a friend, 
and along with the family’s two ‘Chesapeake Bay Retriev-
ers’ and the setter, Bruce had his first dog sled team.
 “We needed a fourth to round it out so we acquired a 
husky and we had a pretty good team.” 
 Since then Bruce has never looked back.
 His first race took place in Minden in the early eight-
ies and he fared well. It didn’t take long to realized that 
sledding was an expensive sport so Bruce moved to Coates 
Road, south of Port Perry, and opened a kennel.
 Bruce has an uncanny ability to communicate with 
dogs and training them comes natural. It is for that reason 
the kennel was a great success and after a few years they 
outgrew their location and moved to the south end of West 
Quarter Line in Blackstock. 
 There, on a 100 acres of tall pines, his dogs and those 
boarded, seem to truly enjoy their stay and have for the 
past 13 years.
 Mushers (the people who lead the team of dogs) are 
constantly breeding different varieties to create the perfect 
balance between speed and endurance. Bruce now races 
only Alaskan Huskies, as they are long distance runners 
and have the stamina to finish a 600 km race without any 
problems.
 “The longest race I was involved in was the “Yukon 
Quest” in 2005, a 1,600 km event over 15 days,” he says. But 
Bruce’s favourite race is the 400 mile event called the “John 
Beargrease” sled dog marathon at Duluth, Minnesota, in 
which he competed last year and plans to attend again this 
year.
 “Everyone always asks me about the races I have been 
in, but no one ever wants to know what actually happens 
during the events,” Bruce says.
 Training for the “Beargrease” begins in the fall using 
all- terrain vehicles. The dogs are extremely eager to start 
as they are bred for sledding and are exceptionally hyped.  
Alaskan huskies can easily travel 100 km or eight hours 
without stopping, which is very taxing on the Musher. 
 The team travels to the destination of the race in 
advance to familiarize themselves with the course and to 
qualify for that particular race. Finally, the big day arrives 
and through a lottery, each team’s position is chosen. 
 “It is important to remember,” Bruce explains, “you are 

Bruce Langmaid’s dogs are his 
only companion as he races 
hundreds of miles across frozen 
lakes and barren land

Call Of The Wild

 Alone with a team of sled dogs, gliding over miles of 
white, pristine snow, calculating every moment to ensure 
the safety of the team – is what dog sledding is all about. 
No one knows this better than Scugog’s own Bruce Lang-
maid, a ‘musher’ for the past 30 years.
 As a youngster, Bruce was raised in a family of dentists, 
but his fate presented a different route. After completing 
Oshawa High DSchool he set his sights west, to work on the 
TransCanada Pipeline system.
 A year or two later he returned to Oshawa to re- 
acquaint himself with his girlfriend, whom he later married. 
The couple then moved to Ashburn, where Bruce began 
investigating the sport of dog sledding. 
 “We had a ‘setter’, which was our family pet,” Bruce ex-
plained, “but there was no reason you couldn’t harness him 
and turn him into a sled dog… so I did” he said chuckling 
as he spoke. 
 Soon thereafter he split the cost of a sled with a friend, 
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and along with the family’s two Chesapeake Bay 
Retrievers and the setter, Bruce had his first dog sled 
team.
 “We needed a fourth to round it out so we acquired 
a husky and we had a pretty good team.” 
 Since then Bruce has never looked back.
 His first race took place in Minden in the early 
eighties and he fared well. It didn’t take long to real-
ized that sledding was an expensive sport so Bruce 
moved to Coates Road, south of Port Perry, and 
opened a kennel.
 Bruce has an uncanny ability to communicate with 
dogs and training them comes naturally. It is for that 
reason the kennel was a great success and after a few 
years they outgrew their location and moved to the 
south end of West Quarter Line in Blackstock. 
 There, on a 100 acres of tall pines, his dogs and 
those boarded, seem to truly enjoy their stay and have 
for the past 13 years.
 Mushers (the people who lead the team of dogs) 
are constantly breeding different varieties to create the 
perfect balance between speed and endurance. Bruce 
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Bruce Langmaid with two of his Alaskan Husky pups.
Photo by Jonathan van Bilsen

now races only Alaskan Huskies, as they are long distance runners and 
have the stamina to finish a 600 km race without any problems.
 “The longest race I was involved in was the “Yukon Quest” in 2005, a 
1,600 km event over 15 days,” he says. But Bruce’s favourite race is the 400 
mile event called the “John Beargrease” sled dog marathon at Duluth, Min-
nesota, in which he competed last year and plans to attend again this year.
 “Everyone always asks me about the races I have been in, but no one 
ever wants to know what actually happens during the events,” Bruce says.
 Training for the “Beargrease” begins in the fall using all- terrain ve-
hicles. The dogs are extremely eager to start as they are bred for sledding 
and are exceptionally hyped.  Alaskan huskies can easily travel 100 km or 
eight hours without stopping, which is very taxing on the Musher. 
 The team travels to the destination of the race in advance, to famil-
iarize themselves with the course and to qualify for that particular race. 
Finally, the big day arrives and through a lottery, each team’s position is 
chosen. 
 “It is important to remember,” Bruce explains, “you are not racing 
against other competitors, but against a clock. When you start makes little 
difference. It’s when you finish that matters.”
 The dogs are pumped and chomping at the reins, eager to do what 

Please turn to page 15

Located in the Medical Building
462 Paxton St., Port Perry

For an appointment call:

905-985-8363

Health, love, peace, 
and an injury-free 
2011 to all of you!

Stefanie Vander Slagt, BKin, BScPT
Registered Physiotherapist

Renée Parish, BScKin, MScPT
Registered Physiotherapist

Michelle Banton, BSc
Registered Massage Therapist

Heather Imrie, BKin, MPT
Physiotherapist

Meaghan Andres, HBSc, MPT 

 Trudy Adamek
Stacey Cunningham

MERRY CHRISTMAS

#1 Injury during 
holiday season:
Dropping a frozen turkey on your foot.

#1 Injury during 
holiday season:
Dropping a frozen turkey on your foot.



BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PORT PERRY Most shoppes downtown open until 8pm Thursdays and Fridays.

Check our website: www.discoverportperry.ca

Unforgettable Experiences…  
Downtown Port Perry! You’re closer than you think.

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM DOWNTOWN PORT PERRY

Brewfi sh 
Gluten free products

Gourmet foods and Italian 
designed serving ware     

              Poopoo Paper 
Dog Bite Steel

Eco Apparel & Accessories 
(Women & Men’s)

Melissa & Doug
Thomas & Friends

Lego, Playmobil, Corolle
Only Hearts Club 

Calico Critters 

Your one-stop shop for all of the
 children on your Christmas list!

Great Christmas Gifts Under One Roof  – All located at 180 Queen Street

The Environmental Store
 In Harmony with the Earth

Come in, relax and
enjoy the laid back ambiance.

Gluten free products
              Poopoo Paper 

Dog Bite Steel
              Poopoo Paper               Poopoo Paper               Poopoo Paper               Poopoo Paper               Poopoo Paper               Poopoo Paper               Poopoo Paper               Poopoo Paper               Poopoo Paper Melissa & Doug

Thomas & Friends

155 Queen Street, Port Perry • 905-985-3900
Enjoy the spirit of Christmas all year round

The

Christmas
Nook

“Great gifts, 
ornaments and 

stocking stuffers 
for everyone” - 
family - friends 
- teachers.......

Selected stores 
will have in-store 

specials and goodies 
Check the website 

calender for 
participating stores 

and details.

December 8
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they love most. The whistle blows and they’re off. 
 The first checkpoint is 100 km away and Bruce and 
his team arrive at 7 p.m. in good spirit, adrenaline flow-
ing. The dogs are also excited and eager to continue. “The 
stop is only three hours and there is a lot to be done,” 
Bruce explained. 
 The most important part is of course, the dogs. Their 
booties have to be removed and they have to be fed. Each 
animal is carefully inspected and a bed of soft straw is 
made up for each of them. If there are any concerns, a vet 
is called immediately and the dog is looked after.  
 “People don’t realize the winners of these races are 
usually the teams where the dogs are best looked after 
and in top condition.”
 After the dogs are taken care of, the Musher has a 
chance to grab a quick bite and change his clothes. He 
then has to repack the sled, making sure there are enough 
supplies in case of an emergency. 
 The runners on the sled will be replaced if necessary 
to suit the trail conditions and the dogs are awakened 
and new booties put on. (Booties are exactly what you 
would expect: little shoes to keep the ice from hurting the 
dog’s feet).
 When the team is ready, the signal is given and they 
begin the next 100 km leg of the race. It’s 10 p.m. now 
and pitch dark, but the dogs prefer to run at night as it is 
cooler and by nature they are nocturnal creatures. 
 The lead dog is outfitted with a collar light and lights 
on the sleigh and from Bruce’s head lamp show the way. 
“It is important to always stay to the right on the trail. 
You never know what might come your way,” he ex-
plains.
 Bruce relies heavily on his lead dog. Often the first 
couple dogs of his team are already around a bend and 
he cannot see them. “I have encountered everything from 
moose, to loons, logs to porcupines. The lead dog has to 
make instant decisions which will ensure the safety of the 
entire team, me included.”
 If a dog becomes ill or develops leg problems, Bruce 
has to remove him from the team and lay him in the sled 
until he makes it to the next stop.
 “I once had three dogs in the sled, which drastically 
slowed me down, but the dogs are everything and their 
well being is most important,” he emphasizes.
 Bruce is currently developing an offshoot business 
with his sled dogs which will give tourists the experience 
of dog sledding in a professional manner. He can take up 
to three people on a lengthy course where they experi-
ence spectacular scenery, wildlife and ice caves. 
 His boarding kennel is also doing very well, due 
largely to his love for dogs and the care they receive.
 I watched Bruce frolic with some of his huskies at his 
property in Blackstock. Each dog is personally trained 
from the time they are a pup and they all know Bruce 
and obey his every command.  
 If you want to experience a thrill of a lifetime and go 
sledding with veteran Bruce Langmaid, give him a call at 
905-986-1707.

By Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 13

Mari-Ann Britt, DD

DENTURE CLINIC
14500 Simcoe Street, Unit 2  (McDonald’s Plaza)

Port Perry  •  905-982-2087

from Mari-Ann  
          and Debbie

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville 
905-640-6213   •   1-866-421-4425

www.soapstoneontario.com

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville 

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

Slate.Hanstone.Caesar.Stone.Granite.Marble.Ice StoneSlateSlateSlate..HanstoneHanstone..CaesarCaesar..StoneStone..GraniteGranite..MarbleMarble..Ice StoneIce StoneSlate.Hanstone.Caesar.Stone.Granite.Marble.Ice Stone
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PORT PERRY Most shoppes downtown open until 8pm Thursdays and Fridays.

Check our website: www.discoverportperry.ca

Unforgettable Experiences…  
Downtown Port Perry! You’re closer than you think.

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM DOWNTOWN PORT PERRY

                                                177 Queen Street
905-985-6573   •   www.theweetartanshop.com

“When only the 
best GIFTS from 
the British Isles 

will do…”

Giftware
and

Clothing

Santa will be at his house in front of the post offi ce 
waiting for you to tell him what you are hoping 
to see under your tree on Christmas morning. 

Thursdays and Fridays: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
                and  2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Carriage rides will be available 
(outside of the Post Offi ce) during 
the weeks leading up to Christmas.

Fridays: 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Sundays: 12 noon to 4:00 p.m.

               

Russell’s Delectables
HAND CRAFTED

CHOCOLATE     FUDGES      NOVELTIES

905-985-3329

EST. 2006
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Docs’’
The

Featuring this month, another of Scugog’s women physicians, who 
spent time in Calgary and Nepal before coming to Port Perry.

PART ELEVEN 

Dr.  Amanda Pawley

 Every day, doctors around the world courageously 
dedicate their lives to conquering medical hurdles. For 
Dr. Amanda Pawley, spending four months at Mount 
Everest’s base camp tending to climbers, trekkers and 
locals – without the aid of technology or electricity 
– was the ultimate test of her ability. 
 “It was interesting from a medical standpoint,” 
explains Amanda, recalling the days when a typical 
night’s sleep involved a sleeping bag in a small hut 
16,000 feet above the ground. And a typical day on the 
job included nothing more than a medical kit and a 
fold-up bed. “You couldn’t rely on anything but your-
self.”  
 Amanda always dreamed of seeing Everest, “It 
was on my bucket list,” she says proudly. As a natural 
athlete, who was born to be outdoors, she jumped at 
the opportunity in the spring of 2000 to visit one of 
nature’s greatest marvels. 
 Shortly after her medical residency, which she 
completed through the University of Calgary in 1998, 
Amanda headed to the Himalayas in Asia to work as 
a volunteer doctor on behalf of the Himalayan Rescue 
Association of Nepal (HRA). 

Dr.  Amanda Pawley scratched 
one item off  her ‘bucket list’ 
early in her medical career, 
after testing her medical skills  
as a physician at a base
camp on Mount Everest.

Please turn to page 18 Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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 Over the next four months, she and anoth-
er female doctor from Colorado, would serve 
as the only doctors on the mountain with the 
exception of individual climbers who brought 
private physicians. However, Amanda says 
that the majority of climbers, trekkers and 
locals relied on her and her co-doctor to tend 
to their medical needs. 
 On top of the added pressure of having 
to treat high-risk explorers, Amanda also 
held the responsibility of caring for the local 
mountaineers or Himalayan natives, known 
as ‘Sherpas,’ a group who otherwise went 
without access to medical experts. 
 In addition to the high volume of patients, 
gone were the modern conveniences Amanda 

was used to. 
Without the 
ability to run 
blood checks 
or other medi-
cal tests, she 
and her fellow 
colleague relied 
solely on a “de-
vice to check 
oxygen” and a 

“Gamow bag,” which is literally a bag used to 
mimic ground-level air, Amanda explains.    
 And at such high altitudes – according to 
the HRA, Everest’s base camp is 1,000 metres 
higher than the highest point in Europe – the 
Gamow bag was a necessity. 
 Amanda says it was not uncommon for 
climbers and trekkers to experience trouble 
breathing. Because of the extreme altitude and 
the lack of oxygen in the air, “the brain swells” 
or “the lungs can fill with fluid,” she explains. 
 In such a scenario, the Gamow bag would 
be pumped with air and explorers, who were 
unable to breathe, would spend the night in 
the bag until they had enough energy to trek 
down to ground level. And with the thin air 
making it highly unlikely and extremely dan-
gerous for a helicopter to fly to the base camp, 
the Gamow bag was often the only solution 
for wounded or sick explorers.   
 Amanda adds that it was not the most 
comfortable experience, “It’s very claustro-

Docs’’
The

Dr.  Amanda

Pawley

Continued from page 17 phobic,” but, in times of desperation, “people were willing to do 
whatever it took.” 
 Today, Amanda’s days working on the world’s grandest moun-
tain are a distant memory. And while Port Perry certainly boasts its 
own unique scenery, it’s certainly a far cry from the extreme nature 
of Everest!
 But Amanda says she wouldn’t have it any other way. The 
small-town charm of Port Perry was the perfect environment for 
Amanda to focus her energy on more family time in addition to 
her work as a family practitioner. “It’s beautifully set up here,” she 
explains. “Port Perry allows me to provide service in a way that 
works with the realities of my life now.” 

On top of treating 
high-risk explorers, 
Amanda also cared 
for the Himalayan  
mountaineers, 
known as ‘Sherpas’.

Dr. Amanda Pawley provided care to climbers on Mount Everest.
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 While she always aspired to be a doctor, Amanda 
was initially drawn to a different kind of clientele. “I 
loved animals so I wanted to be a veterinarian,” she 
says. However, tending to her university boyfriend, 
who at the time was sick in the hospital and requiring 
surgery, changed her vocation. “The doctor was not 
communicating well with us at all, I thought I could do 
better than this!” she says. 
 Amanda went on to complete her undergraduate 
degree in Life Sciences, her masters in Pharmacology 
(medicine research) and her MD in 1996 at Queens 
University. All the while, Amanda says she knew her 
ultimate goal was to become a family doctor, “I wanted 

to know my patients and I wanted the freedom to do dif-
ferent types of medicine,” she explains. 
 Having grown up in Quebec and enjoying the varie-
ty of extreme sports, like downhill skiing and mountain-
eering, that the landscape allowed for, Amanda says the 
opportunity to work in Calgary, Alberta, was even more 
enticing. Before Amanda, her husband Danny and her 
two children came to settle in Port Perry, Amanda spent 
nine years in Calgary completing her medical residency 
and opening up her first practice with another doctor. 
 She jokes that she initially came to Calgary with the 
prospects of finding herself a cowboy, but settled for 
her husband who was a “mountain boy.” After meeting 
through mutual friends, the two were married and had 
two children while residing in Calgary. In 2007, the fam-
ily moved to Port Perry.  
 Amanda says, upon her arrival she headed straight 
to the Medical Associates of Port Perry in hopes of join-
ing the acclaimed team of ‘docs.’ “I literally showed up 
one day and said, ‘Hello, I want to work here,” she says 
with a laugh. 
 Fortunately, Amanda found her place among the 
Medical Associates of Port Perry and she is more than 

“I literally showed up one day and  
said, ‘Hello, I want to work here,”  
she says of how she ended up 
at Medical Associates of Port Perry.

pleased with the work ethic and environment she 
(literally) walked into. “It’s such a large and cohesive 
group,” she says. “But it enables me to do a lot of dif-
ferent things and I always know if there’s an issue, my 
patients are in good hands.” 
 Amanda says the “multigenerational” nature of her 
work is also a huge draw. Working with children, their 
parents and their grandparents, she explains, is one of 
the greatest aspects of working in family medicine, “I 
love getting to know people and their stories,” she says. 
 After all, focusing on family is of utmost importance 
for Amanda. While she loves working in the hospital, 
in urgent care and in surgery, Amanda’s true happiness 
comes from spending time with her family. And with 
a new boat, a day on the lake with her husband, eight- 
year-old son and six year old daughter is her idea of 
heaven on earth. 
 And even though her days of mountaineering may 
be over, Amanda still enjoys being active. This past June 
she completed her first triathlon in Guelph and back in 
October she ran the Victoria Marathon. “Running is my 
therapy,” she explains. “A lot of things you can’t shut 
off,” Amanda says, referring to the hardships she has to 
face on a daily basis in her line of work. “So I go for a 
run to relax.”
 While it goes without saying that doctors must 
endure unavoidable stress in their practice, Amanda 
insists the team of Port Perry ‘docs’ makes the job all 
the more enjoyable. “It’s so nice to see specialists face to 
face,” she says, referring to the difference between city 
and rural practice. “In Calgary I could only work in one 
area (of medicine),” she adds. “Here it’s varied medi-
cine. There’s a wide range of areas we get to work in.” 
 Though Port Perry may pale in comparison to the 
extreme mountains in Quebec, Calgary and the Hima-
layas, Amanda and her family are more than satisfied 
with their new home. 
 “It’s such a welcoming town,” Amanda insists. “It is 
such an easy place to settle in. We love it here.”

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

Next month - Part 12

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271
12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

Christmas Early Order
Make Your List And Check It Twice!

GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS!
from

Work Jackets • Fleece Sweaters - 1/4 & Full Zip • T-Shirts
Sweatshirts/Hoodies • Work gloves • Hats/Toques

Farm and Construction
TOYS
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 Last January, 34 brave souls challenged the bone-chilling 
cold of Lake Scugog and raised over $13,500 for the local Hos-
pital Auxiliary and as ‘plunge time’ nears, the auxiliary ladies 
are hoping for even greater bravery.
     This year’s Port Perry Polar Plunge will be held on Saturday, 
January 8, 2011 beginning at 11:00 a.m. in Palmer Park.
 Prospective plungers are requested to bring pledges total-
ling at least $200 from their friends and family who would 

just love to see them take a jump in the lake in Janu-
ary. Receipts for income tax purposes will be issued for 
donations of $20 or more and, as always, proceeds will 
benefit the Port Perry Hospital. 
 Costumes are encouraged for this event but if you 
just want to wear your bikini, that’s okay too. 
 Coffee, hot chocolate and snacks in the park will be 
provided by Coffee Culture for those who have come to 
cheer the plungers on. It’s a great family event with lots 
of fun and laughs.
 An awards ceremony will be held in the Latcham 
Centre following the plunge and a hot lunch will be of-
fered by the ladies of the auxiliary.  Plungers, guests and 
spectators are welcome.
 Plungers must register ahead of the date and receive 
pertinent documentation from Lakeridge Health. 
 More information, pledge sheets and a copy of the 
waiver may be obtained by calling Anne 905-985-3158 or 
Mary Jane 905-985-6002.

Taking the plunge!

905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry

CHIROPRACTORS
Dr. Dwayne Hooper

BSc, DC
Dr. Sabrina Hooper

BA, BEd, DC
Med. Acupuncture

Greetings from us 
this holiday season.

www.scugogchamber.ca
905-985-4971
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Check our website: www.discoverportperry.ca

Unforgettable Experiences…  
Downtown Port Perry! You’re closer than you think.

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM DOWNTOWN PORT PERRY

143 Perry Street • 905-982-1143
www.oohlalalingerie.ca

PROFESSIONAL FITTERS
ALWAYS ON STAFF

The
perfect
fit for

 Christmas.

Gift Certificates

141 Perry Street, 905-982-0629

Shoulder
DESIGNER HANDBAGS

www.overhershoulder.com

IT’S WHAT SHE WANTS.

Your Port Perry 
merchants offer a 

unique blend of ideas 
and inspiration on 

holiday dining, 
decorating, dressing 

and gift giving.

Don’t forget all the 
delicious eateries to enjoy 
while you are downtown!

“Tis the season to 
shop local!”
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Susanne Schmid, 
Certifi ed and 

Registered Acupuncturist
905 244 4336

1894 Scugog Street,
(Food Basics Plaza) Port Perry

Healing Points Acupuncture

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

 GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH 
Acupuncture  •  Acupressure Massage
* GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE *

Pe
ace & Joyat Christm

as

MICHAEL L. FOWLER  LAW OFFICE
175 North St., Port Perry  905-985-8411

N E I G H B O U R S  •  A S S O C I A T E S  •  F R I E N D S

Soy Candles 
to furniture and

everything in between!
GIFT BASKETS

and for those hard to buy for people …
Gift Certificates!

FREE GIFT WRAPPING!

1874 SCUGOG ST., #3
PORT PERRY

(beside M&M Meats) 905-982-1900

Home  Decor  &  Gifts

ROGER B. MOASE 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

175 North Street, Port Perry
905-985-8893

In the spirit 
of the holiday 
season, we’d 
like to share 

our best wishes. 
May you and yours 

enjoy a festive season 
of peace, joy and goodwill.Quality

Workmanship 
in Scugog for over 18 Years

80 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry    
905-985-8307

Robert & Carolyn Hall
Sales Representatives

905-985-7718

The year end brings no greater pleasure 
then the opportunity to express to our 

customers, family and friends, 
season’s greetings and many thanks. 

®

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

SINCE 1975

www.callerygroup.com

Port Perry
905-985-4028

Whitby
905-430-7444

Remember, Children spell “love”…
T. I. M. E.

To all our clients 
and customers, 
we would to like 
to express our 

appreciation for 
your continuing 
support, and to 
wish for you the 

really special 
gifts of this 

holiday season - 
PEACE, 
JOY and

HAPPINESS.
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 As surely as Christmas arrives on December 25, every 
year for the past decade, Christmas Angels arrive at Dana’s 
Goldsmithing in Port Perry.
 The angel ornaments have become quite a collector’s 
item since Dana Smith first introduced the unique hand-
crafted pewter ornaments as a fundraising event for her 
stores.
 But this year, the 10th anniversary Canadian Jewellery 
Group’s charity angel, is the most special for Dana since 
she started participating in the fundraising program for 
community groups. 
 This year it was a design submitted by Dana that was 
chosen for the 2010 Christmas Angel ornament.
 This beautiful ornament, depicting an angel in prayer, 
will no doubt be hanging on the branches of hundreds of 
Scugog trees by the time Christmas rolls around.
 The 2010 Christmas Angels will be sold for $20 each, 
plus tax. Five dollars from the sale of each ornament will 
be presented to the Port Perry Hospital Foundation.  
 Not including this year’s sales, through her two Port 
Perry locations, Dana has sold more than 5,900 of the 
attractive pewter and gold angel ornaments. In doing so, 
she has been able to raise more than $29,000 for the local 
hospital foundation. 
 If sales from previous years are any indication, there’s 
a good chance the Port Perry Hospital Foundation will 
received another $2,500 again this year.
 For those who have collected the ornaments since 
they were first introduced in 2001, this angel designed by 
Dana,will be in high demand.
 There are a limited number of the Christmas Angels 
and they are now available at Dana’s Goldsmithing and  
Silverside on Queen St., Port Perry. 

2010 Christmas Angel 
designed by local jeweller

JUST IN TIME
FOR CHRISTMAS

LIMITED EDITION
RE-PRINT

ONLY

100
COPIES

History of Port Perry in pictures 
and words - 1900 to 2000

Available in Port Perry at
FOCUS ON SCUGOG - 188 Mary St. 

BOOKS GALORE - 175 Perry St. 
F.M. FINDS - 237 Queen St.

$55

A great 

  gift idea!
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 An off-handed comment, “Let’s put on a film festival 
in Port Perry,” earlier this year has morphed into the first 
ever Port Perry Silver Screen Film Festival.
 The idea was born through the imagination of 
Georgia Brock and Valerie Van Camp, but  it didn’t take 
long for them to realize they would need help, so Sophia 
Brenden and friend Pam Hollett came on board. Then, to 
round out the small enthusiastic group, they coaxed local 
film critic John Foote to join them as the artistic director.
 Since their first meeting in August a lot has been ac-
complished and it now appears Hollywood will  come to 
Port Perry next spring in the form of some of the greatest 
films ever made.
 John explains that the Port Perry festival is not about 
premiering new films, but about celebrating films that 
theatre goers have come to cherish over many years.
 The group feels they are about to embark on one of 
the most exciting cultural events to come to Port Perry 
in some time. The films being screened are aimed at both 
young and old film lovers – from silent classics to a film 
based on a local artist – they feel the movies chosen for 
their first film festival will reflect the personalities of  
most people in the community.
 The organizers are extremely excited that they will 
have special guests attending some of the presentations.
 Local artist and entrepreneur William (Bill) Lishman 
will be on hand for the screening of “Fly Away Home” 
(1996), which is based on his exploits and experiments in 
flying with migratory geese. Bill be answering questions 
following the film.
 Special guest for this inaugural festival will be 

Academy Award nominee Mary 
Badham, who as a child made 
history with her portrayal of 
“Scout” the child through whose 
eyes the story “To Kill A Mocking-
bird” was seen. One of the most powerful films made in 
the 1960s, it is now a much loved classic.
 Miss Badham, now 57 years old, speaks and gives 
lectures on her experiences making the film, and her long 
friendship with Gregory Peck, who won an Oscar for his 
performance as Atticus Finch.
 The Silver Screen Festival will take place May 26-29, 
2011. All films will be shown at Town Hall 1873 on a large 
cinema style screen. A gala opening will take place on 
Thursday, May 26.  
 Films slated for the three day festival include - The 
General (1927), Fly Away Home (1996), The Outsid-
ers (1983), The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz, Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit? (1987), Little Shop of Horrors 
(1986), Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977), Goin’ 
Down The Road (1970), The Godfather Part II (1974), The 
Searchers (1956) and Top Hat (1935).
 Each of the films will be introduced by John H. Foote 
and following the screening, patrons will have an oppor-
tunity to present questions.
 And so a dream, laughingly spawned in the minds of 
Georgia and Val one day last summer has come full circle. 
We are sure they’ll be found sitting in the front row open-
ing night - of course without the popcorn.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

 A small group of silver screen enthusiasts, from left, Sophia Brenden, 
George Brock, John Foote, Pam Hollett and Val Van Camp (absent) at Town Hall 1873. The group is excited about bringing this new cultural 

event to Scugog.

Silver Screen Film Festival
“To Kill A Mockingbird” child actress Mary Badham,  
will be special guest at inaugural Silver Screen Festival 



 A collection of toilets... cookie jars... handcuffs or tooth-
paste containers may seem odd to most people, but to the 
collector it’s just something they may have been fascinated 
with and have gathered for years.
 Collecting old, used or useless items is not unusual. We 
all know someone who collects stamps, bottle caps, coins 
– but maybe you know someone who has a collection of 
more unusual objects – it’s these collectors we’d like to 
feature in one of our upcoming magazines.
 You will see on page three of this issue a story about a 
Port Perry man who collects “moose” paraphernalia of all 
sizes, shapes and colours. His collection was something 
that started quite innocently, but today he’s amassed more 
than 75 moose figurines of all sizes and styles.
 Collections bring passion, fun and interest to our lives. 
Many collectors have no rhyme or reason as to why they 
love their collectible. They just have a passion to collect.
 So we are asking our readers, whether a collector or if 
you know someone who collects, to drop us a line and we 
can decide if their hobby is just ‘strange’ enough for us to 
feature them in a future Focus on Scugog article.
 You can reach us by phone at 905-985-8585 or email at: 
focus@focusonscugog.com. Our lines are open and we’re 
waiting to hear from you.

Collectors rejoice... we
want to hear from you!!
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P O N T I A C  B U I C K  G M C

10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry
905-985-8474
www.gusbrownportperry.com 

THE KEY
TO HAVING
THE
MERRIEST
CHRISTMAS
EVER!

Happy Holidays 
from all of us at…

Axion-MacDonald
Insurance Services
a division of Axion Insurance Services Inc. 

Superior Protection for Snowmobiles

DISCOUNTS
OFSC Membership

Multi-Vehicle 
Mature Operators

905-985-1123
axion@powergate.ca

158 Casimir Street, Port Perry



Know
Your

Library
 The Scugog Memorial Public 
Library is a busy, vital part of the 
Scugog community. 
 The present building (without 
addition) was officially opened in 
May 1982, by Mayor Jerry Taylor.
 Since that time the library has 
become an important information 
centre providing an abundance of 
services to the community.
 Just how busy has Scugog’s “little 
library” become since it opened
 28 years ago? 
 Well read on...
 During 2008 Scugog Library 
customers borrowed 167,595 
items (including books, movies, 
music and magazines).
 Residents of Scugog Township 
visited the library 119,174 times. 
On some days, more than 700 
people came through its doors!
 Library card holders number 
15,394.  That’s 68 per cent of the 
population of the Township of 
Scugog!  There are few libraries in 
Ontario that reach this high per-
centage of use.
 Almost 13,000 people used the 
public Internet work stations.
  2,005 people used the library’s 
wireless internet service to get 
their own laptops online.
 1,664 adults and children at-
tended 234 programs that appealed 
to all age ranges and all interests 
(from story times to photography 
classes).
 During the summer months, 
169 children registered for the 
library’s Summer Reading Club, read-
ing a total of 2,020 books!
 Scugog Memorial Public 
Library filled 817 Inter-library loan 
requests and ensured that our 
customers read the books they 
wanted, even if we didn’t have them 
in our collection.

Scugog Memorial Library
needs community support
 The day of a library being a facility for only books is long gone, but despite the 
move to computers, internet and technology, don’t think for a minute books are 
still not a big part of our local resource centre.
 Since 1982, when Scugog Memorial Public Library was moved from its familiar 
location on Queen St. to it’s new home near the lakefront, the library has continued 
to provide more and varied services to the community.  These services are now 
accessed at 68 percent of the total population (21,400) of Scugog Township.
 Now, almost 20 years after the 6,700 sq. ft. library was opened on Water St., a 
new expansion is well underway to bring it into the twenty-first century.  When the 
addition is completed, Scugog Library will have a total of 16,600 sq. feet of space, 
enough to meet the growth expectations for the community for years to come.
 Building libraries is expensive business and although much of the $5 million cost 
of expansion came from government grants, Scugog was required by government 
funders to raise $500,000 as the ‘community’s share’.  An additional $250,000 is 
required for fixtures, furnishing and equipment.
 The fundraising campaign has been underway for some time now, and two-
thirds of the commitment has been raised, much coming from local businesses and 
organizations. 

 The public part of the campaign has begun and this is where the community can 
come together and help. The library needs your help to ensure that it continues to 
be a vital resource for our community for many years to come! 
 Despite a good start in rasing funds, the community share has not yet been 
reached.  Money raised through this final effort will provide the necessary funds  
for furnishings and equipment. 
 The Scugog Memorial Public Library is your library.  When you invest in it, you 
invest in your community and its future. The generosity of Scugog Township resi-
dents will ensure the Scugog Memorial Public Library and the community continue 
“Growing Together” today for a strong and vibrant tomorrow.

 Anyone who would like to make a pledge or donation – or if you require  
further information – please contact Amy Coughlin, CEO.

             You can contact Amy the following ways:
                             Phone: 905-985-7686  extension 102

                              Email: acoughlin@scugoglibrary.ca
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www.portperrybutcher.com • 251 Queen St., Port Perry • 905-985-1456   

Gift Cards and 
Gift Baskets.
Ideal gifts to 

give and receive!

$170
includes process colour

(value $255)

       * Books     * Home Decor

* Angels    * Candles      

         …and more

160 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-9687

pathwaytoheaven@live.ca

Christian Books and Gift Store

GIFTS  FOR ALL  OCCAS IONS

Betty Singer Christmas Angel - 
True Love Musical

The Personal Touch
FLORAL & GIFT SHOP

271 Mary St., Port Perry  •  www.thepersonaltouchfl oral.com
905-985-9360

TOM 
THOMSON

&
THE GROUP OF SEVEN
Beautiful Framed Prints

21” x 22” only $99
14 1/2” x 15 1/2”   only $65

Large selection to choose from.– The Canoe –

Makes a Great Gift!

241 Queen St., Port Perry    
905-985-7707

luggage for 
little people

the world’s first ride-on kid’s suitcase

December 4, 11 & 18 
12:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

by donation at the 
Scugog Council for the Arts 

Downtown Port Perry 
 181 Perry Street, Unit G-1 

905-985-2121
www.scugogarts.ca
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& Christmas Tree Lighting
 Palmer Park and Queen St., Port Perry was 
packed by an estimated 700 people on Friday,  
November 19 for the Port Perry BIA annual 
Candlelight Walk & Tree Lighting Extravaganza.
 Moms, dads, kids and grandparents gathered 
in front of the gazebo in Palmer Park to get their 
candles lit and then joined a procession walking 
along Queen St. to Reflection Park, where they took 
part in the giant tree lighting.
 Christmas carols rang out along the street, Santa 
and Mrs. Claus were busy handing out candies to 
the kids and a couple of Santa’s reindeer were even 
on hand to the delight of the youngsters.
 Following the tree lighting, the crowd shifted 
back to the front of the post office where a smaller 
tree was lit and a choir provided entertainment. And 
of course there was the popular marshmallow roast, 
as well as hot chocolate and cookies provided by 
Coffee Cultures.
 With stores open late and their windows  
decorated for the Christmas season, there was no 
doubt - Port Perry is ready for Christmas.

 Above, the gazebo in Palmer Park dazzles with light, as organizers lit candles for 

reindeer. Below, a small section of the large crowd which assembled in front of the post 

Candlelight WalkCandlelight Walk
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SEASON’S
GREETINGS www.edwardjones.com

Member – Canadian Investor Protection Fund

During this holiday season 
and every day of the year, 
we wish you all the best.

Kathryn Chenier, CFP®

Financial Advisor
183 Casimir St. 
Unit #1
Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B7
905-985-6282

®

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS
and thanks for a 
TREEriffi c! year

JAMES PAPIA Certified Arborist 

905-982-1998
treeriffi c@gmail.com

#SO-4204A              

216 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2171

www.waggfuneralhome.com

Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
Happy New YearHappy New Year
Merry Christmas 
Happy New Year

from Myles & Susan O’Riordan 
                           and Staff
from Myles & Susan O’Riordan 
                           and Staff

            
Anita Van Zeeland
ACCOUNTANT

and Staff at

36 Water Street 
Port Perry

905-985-1926

Paula R. McMurtry
BARRISTER &  SOLICITOR

and staff

174 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-982-2650 • www.mcmurtrylaw.ca

Merry Christmas 
and a warm ‘thank you’ 

for welcoming us into the community.

To our valued customers…
MAY YOUR 

DAYS BE MERRY 
AND BRIGHT

905-985-8950
11151 Simcoe St., N. Port Perry

ELECTRIC
PLUMBING

PROGRESSIVE
&
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 The Sultans of String, 2010 Juno and Indepen-
dent Music Awards nominees, will be bringing 
their infectious sound to Greenbank Folk Music 
Society members on Saturday, December 4. Show-
time is at 8 p.m.
 Known as “Canada’s ambassadors of musical 
diversity”, The Sultans of String thrill their audi-
ences with their global sonic tapestry of Span-
ish Flamenco, Arabic folk, Cuban rhythms, and French 
Manouche Gypsy-jazz. Celebrating musical fusion and 
human creativity with warmth and virtuosity, their fiery 
violin dances with rumba-flamenco guitar while a funk 
bass lays down unstoppable grooves. Acoustic strings 
meet with electronic wizardry to create layers and depth 
of sound, while world rhythms excite audiences to their 
feet with the irresistible need to dance.
 The band is riding a wave of success from their sold 
out recent Canadian CD release tour, and their national 
features on CTV’s Canada AM and CBC’s Canada Live. 
 After winning a slew of awards over the past several 
years, they also recently garnered both Juno and Cana-
dian Indie Awards nominations.
 A Canadian string super-
group, Sultans of String include 
6-string violinist and 2009 Juno 
Award nominee Chris McKhool 
(who has guest starred with Jesse 
Cook and Pavlo), duelling guitar 
wizards Kevin Laliberté (Jesse 
Cook) & Eddie Paton (Robert 
Michaels), bass masters Drew 
Birston (Chantal Kreviazuk) & 
David Woodhead (Loreena McK-
ennitt), and the jaw dropping 
talent of Cuban percussionists 
Chendy Leon & Alberto Suarez!
     You won’t want to miss this 
last concert before Christmas 
presented by the Greenbank Folk 
Music Society at the Greenbank 
Centennial Hall.
 Tickets are $ 25 each and 
available at: - P O E Design, 146 
Queen St, in Port Perry, 905-985-
0060, and Blue Heron Books, 62 
Brock St West, in Uxbridge, 905-
852-4282
 You can also call 905-985-8351 
for reserved tickets and infor-
mation. Check the web site and 
watch for future concerts at: www.
globalserve.net/~ynot/grnbnk.htm.

Swing with the
‘Sultans of String’ 
at Greenbank

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

Warranty Available 
Good, reliable certified 

vehicles from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house 
leasing 
available

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years
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     Jennifer Ross, a long time 
resident of the Port Perry area, 
(www.croftbeg.com) has recently 
received international recogni-
tion. 
      She is an artist who works 
in soft pastel, is a member of 
Scugog Council of the Arts and a 
participant in local art events 
such as the Lake Scugog Spring 
Studio Tour. 
     Jennifer entered three paint-
ings in the Juried Webshow of 

the ‘International Association 
of Pastel Societies’, which is an umbrella society whose membership is 
comprised of 66 pastel societies world wide. 
 Their annual webshow attracts a profusion of entrants working in 
many styles from many different countries.
 One of Jennifer’s works has been selected for exhibition this year. 
Only 72 pictures were selected from over 850 entries.
 The webshow is currently available for viewing at the following web 
site -  www.pastelinternational.com/COMPETITIONS/seventeenth-web/seven-
teenthjuried.html .

Local pastel artist recognized

 Here’s a little something to think 
about as Christmas nears... a way you 
can help your community and your local 
store owners.
 Ask yourself, which three locally 
owned businesses you’d miss most if 
they were no longer available to you in 
Port Perry?  When you’ve got the answer, 
drop by, say hello and pick something up.  
Your purchases are what keeps those 
businesses around. 
 This idea comes from a group known 
as “the 3/50 project” and is designed 
to reconnect consumers with the local, 
independent businesses in their town.
 Their message is quite simple... shop 
with local, independent stores today and 
they help fund the community the rest of 
the year through donations and contri-
butions.
 Following is a breakdown of how much 
money, per $100 spent, is returned to 
the community by three different groups.
 Locally owned, independent stores 
return about $68 to the community 
through taxes, payroll, donations and 
other expenditures.
 National chain stores and/or ‘big box’ 
stores return only $43 per $100 spent.
 On-line - of all the consumer choices,  
‘on-line’ shopping is the worst, returning 
a big fat ‘$00’, unless you live in the same 
place the business is located.
 Just a little reminder to shop locally 
this Christmas season... it’s good for 
everyone!

What three local
stores would 
you miss most?

Children’s ‘Old-Fashioned Christmas’
 The Scugog Shores Museum will be holding its Children’s Old-Fash-
ioned Christmas on Sunday, December 5th from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Step back in time and tour through the historic village, traditionally 
decorated for the holidays with evergreen boughs, bright ribbons and 
berries. Children will be engaged in activities throughout the village.
 Enjoy a visit with Santa Claus in the school house 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
string popcorn and cranberries in the Lee House, bake and decorate 
cookies, create unique tree ornaments to hang on your tree, decorate 
traditional Victorian Christmas cards or enjoy a holiday scavenger hunt.
 Hot chocolate, cider and Christmas cookies will be served in the 
throughout the day.  Admission is $4 for adults, $3 for students and 
seniors, $2 for children 5-12, and free for kids under 5. 
 We are also accepting non-perishable food donations for Operation 
Scugog. For more information please call 905-985-8698 x 103, email to: 
abarron@scugog.ca or see the website at: www.scugogshoresmuseum.com .  

Clean water. Green future.

Let’s get something perfectly clear – Your Water!
We supply a complete line of equipment including…
Water Softeners, Iron Filters, Reverse Osmosis, Ultra Violet Lamps, 
Gas Removers, Pumps, Pressure Tanks & Supplies

S
VIO Systems • 1894 Scugog Street, Unit 1, Port Perry
905-985-4900 or 1-888-468-1336 • www.ecowater.ca
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Happy Holidays from Christine and Terry Vos
VOS’  YOUR INDEPENDENT GROCER

1893 Scugog Street, Port Perry

Pledge forms are available at the Library or Online
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Thumbs Up... or is that Down? - One of our faithful 
readers submitted the following suggestion regarding 

summer. She suggested a ‘Thumbs Up’ to the town-

the CIBC, but a ‘Thumbs Down’ for not maintaining it and 

Thumbs Up - 

able to pull them to safety. A big ‘thumbs up’ to these men 
for their fast action.

Thumbs Down - 

corrected. It’s a shame that our otherwise beautiful 

Thumbs Down - 
‘thumbs down’ this month to the poor sound system 

Thumbs Down - After last month’s rant about people 

another of our readers offered their comment, add-

Thumbs
 This holiday season, the Scugog Arts Resource  
Centre gallery presents a showcase of local artwork  
in various media, perfect for holiday gift giving. 
 Everything from stocking stuffers, greeting cards 
and hostess gifts, to items such as accessories or that 
special gift you’ve been looking for all year.
 The ‘Holiday Show’, presented by the Scugog  
Council for the Arts Gallery, runs from December 4 to 
January 15. Each item available will be a unique work 
of art created by one of the SCA’s talented member 
artists. 
 Drop by the opening reception December 4,  1 p.m. 
- 4 p.m. for refreshments and a chance to meet the art-
ists and take advantage of the best selection of artwork.
 Along with the gallery show and sale, the SCA  
“Artist Tree” returns, covered with handmade Christ-
mas ornaments donated by area artists all priced at 
ten dollars each or less. Proceeds from ornament sales 
will go directly to support the activities of the Scugog 
Council for the Arts.
  Give a little bit of Scugog this Christmas while 
supporting local artists and the Scugog Council for the 
Arts. The SARC Gallery is located at 181 Perry St., Port 
Perry. Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and Saturdays from noon to 4 p.m.

Local arts group makes
holiday gift giving easy

Happy Holidays 
from all of us at the
Township of Scugog

181 Perry Street, Port Perry  905-985-7346
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Cakes By Stephanie
905-982-8881 

88 Water St., Port Perry

Shortbread & Christmas Cookies
Christmas Cakes & Cupcakes

Peppermint Bark & 
Christmas Chocolates

Sending wishes to you and yours 
for a beautiful Holiday Season
and a peaceful New Year.

HAIR Solutions
84 Water Street  905-985-2508

905.986.4437
www.asselstines.com

from all of your friends at

CLASSIC ALUMINUM
905-985-0075 

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year

To Our Many Valued 
Customers and Friends

Marigold Travel
12 Water Street, Port Perry
905-985-7878 • 1-800-720-8790

Joe Gibson, Blackstock 
905-213-2583

www.budgetblinds.com/portperry

ishing you happiness 
to warm your heart and to 

! ll your home with Christmas joy.

N!ncy !n" J!n#  $%&' 
(v(ry)n* + M(, y C-r%. m/s!

905-985-8807
 68 Water Street, Port Perry

• New & Previously Viewed Movies for Sale

• Kids Movie Books (ages 1-8)

• Webkinz (11.99)  •  Original Sillybandz

Gift

Reserve early for Christmas and New Year’s Eve!!
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293 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-8660

1-800-248-0848
www.westshorevillage.com

e-mail: 
t.brandenburg@powergate.ca

MERRY
CHRISTM

AS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

from
the resident

s and staff at West Shore Village

VillageVillage

Includes, tax, labels, shrinks, and corks. 
Bottles extra.

38 Water Street, Port Perry  
905-985-1197

Winemaking at its BEST
LisandrasExpires Dec. 23/10

ALL WINES 
$10.00 off!

For the month of 
December enjoy snacks 

and beverages while 
bottling your wine.

FIREPLACES AND GRILLS
170 Casimir Street, Port Perry    

from all of us at
Port Perry Muf! er, 

Brakes & Alignment Shop
WE’VE MOVED!

1511 Reach Street, Unit 1 
Port Perry 

905-985-0074

AND MANY THANKS

1974-2010

201 NORTH STREET
PORT PERRY
PH: 905.985.9755 
FAX: 905.985.0687

production@ppprint.ca • www.ppprint.ca

SEASONS GREETINGS

 From the staff of

 11490 Simcoe St. Port Perry   905-985-0195

Wishing you 
the love, 

peace, and 
joy that the 

true meaning 
of Christmas 

brings.
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 This is the fifth in a series of articles re-introducing former mayors of Scugog Township. The series be-
gan with Scugog’s first mayor,  Lawrence Malcolm, and continued with Jerry Taylor, Howard Hall and Doug 
Moffatt. This month Focus on Scugog speaks with Marilyn Pearce, Scugog Township’s first woman mayor. 
Mayor Pearce was elected in 2004 and served in this post until she retired following October’s election. 

 Political life, I’ve learned from the initial 
four mayors in this series, demands a special 
brand of commitment and passion.  It’s not a 
job, all have intimated, where one packs up 
office contents and retires anonymously.
 The difference, discussing Scugog’s cur-
rent transition to its mayor-elect with Mayor 
Pearce, is timing.  Scant days before the 
change, the reality and finality of leaving her 
post after seven years are no distant memo-
ry; they sit in the forefront of her thoughts, 
which lends a rawness and vulnerability to 
the tone of her comments.
 “It’s bittersweet,” she says, body lan-
guage reinforcing the statement. “I’ll still be 
involved in local advocacy, I just won’t be 
mayor anymore.
 “There comes a time when you just know 
you should move on. Just like Mayor Moffatt 
told you, two terms provided enough time 
to put in place things you’d like to accom-
plish.”

Scugog’s first woman 
mayor leaves politics, 
but plans to keep busy 
in the community

Please turn to page 38
Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

MARILYN 
PEARCE
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 That list of accomplishments is long and impressive.
 “The Port Perry waterfront project will be this 
administration’s legacy,” she says resolutely.  “It’s ironic: 
improvements to Palmer Park were our first major project 
as a council, as well as our last.”

 Mayor Pearce also championed the expansion of 
Youth Councils.
 “Kids need to feel like their voice is heard in the 
community, so many boards and committees now have 
a youth representative, and 
there are councils in the 
schools.  A lot of them have 
great ideas… there might 
even be a future mayor in 
those groups!”
 Her philosophy of 
inclusion also extended to 
Scugog’s outlying commu-
nities.
 “As a councillor (1987-
1997), I felt we were very 
Port Perry-centric, so as 
mayor I tried to ensure 
the surrounding hamlets 
were equally served. And 
in public, I highlighted 
the cultural and economic 
impact of our rural, agri-
cultural areas.”
 Her evident passion 
for Scugog inspired ini-
tiatives aimed at protect-
ing its heritage.
 “As a council, we tried to promote what makes  
Scugog special – by establishing a ‘Heritage Homes  
Registry’ and through the ‘Heritage Conservation  
District’. The conservation district, in particular, is a  
useful marketing tool at the provincial level.  
 “Some of those urban guidelines were a tough sell, 
but you get what we have today.”
 Marilyn Pearce’s interest in politics began, as is true 
for many, at home.
 “My dad was politically-minded,” she recalls.  “Poli-
tics were a part of everyday conversation in our home.”
 Her personal involvement sat years distant while she 
earned a degree in Geography from London’s University 
of Western Ontario. When she and husband Ric began to 
raise a family, other considerations took priority. Marilyn 
taught high school in Whitby; Ric’s career in insurance 
moved the family around the country.

 Family considerations – the needs of the couple’s son 
Kevin and daughter Trisha – suggested a change from 
teaching when the foursome settled in Port Perry in the 
mid-80s. Marilyn accepted a Program Coordinator’s posi-
tion with the local “YMCA,” and it was here her political 
ambition was truly ignited.
 “I gained a reputation there for getting things done, 
and got involved with long-range planning for the Li-
brary.  
 “Then, on my 40th birthday, I had an epiphany – that 
I’d run for local politics. I told my girlfriend, who’d never 
been involved with one, that she was going to be my 
campaign manager!”
 Marilyn’s initial bid was successful, and in 1987, she 
joined Scugog Township Council. But ten years in the 
position left her feeling burned out and seeking fresh 
horizons.
 “I developed an internet book business,” she says,  
“but I missed the social interaction, the people, and the 

challenges of political life.”  
         “So in 2000, I ran as a ward council-
lor, to make sure the passion was still 
there. It definitely was. And with our 
kids growing older and getting on with 
their own lives, once my term ran out, I 
decided to run for mayor.”
     Again she was victorious.
    Her agenda, she recalls, focused on 
investments in the community’s future.
   “Bird’s Eye Pool, Cartwright Fields, 
Nestleton Hall, the second ice pad – all 
carried significant costs, but they’ll be 
useful to the community for years to come. 
We had good facilities, but some needed 
‘shining up.’ And I viewed the debt we 
incurred as a necessary mortgage on the 
future.”
 She is equally optimistic about her own 
path going forward.  
 “In the next few months, I plan to 
spend quality time with family,” she smiles. 
“But I’ll also be staying involved with Oak 

Ridges Moraine environmental issues, which are near 
and dear to me, as well as rural economic development.”
 Ric also retired this year, and the couple intends to 
pursue a shared passion for travel. Their approach, she 
says, is different from many tourists.
 “We enjoy antiquing and travelling. When we do trav-
el around, we prefer to stay inside Canada, especially in 
small towns. We’ll often rent a house in a community and 
talk to the locals. Each area has its own terrific stories.

Continued from page 37

Marilyn’s interest in politics began at 
home. Her dad was politically-minded  
so politics became part of the daily 
conversation in their home.

“The next few months I plan to spend 
some quality time with family, but I’ll 
also be staying involved with local  
issues that are near and dear to me”.
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 “Take Kincardine, where we learned about the 
‘Phantom Piper.’ He’s a local man who’s created a tradi-
tion of piping in sailors from Lake Huron, and often 
draws a huge crowd.”
 Her passion for that kind of local colour is reflected 
in elements of the Palmer Park project, and reinforced 
by her description of the finished product.
 “Many read our story boards in the Park, even 
people from out of town. I feel it’s our responsibility to 
tell those stories – they’re part of our heritage and part 
of what’s made us what we are today.”
 After seven years as mayor, and a total of twenty 
spent in political life, Marilyn Pearce has unquestion-
ably left her mark on the community. Preparing to leave 
the mayor’s office for the last time, it is evident the 
community has also left its own indelible mark on this 
dedicated and passionate public servant.
 “I’ve met many people and formed many friend-
ships, in and outside the community which have made 
this a rewarding experience,” she says. “But when one 
door closes, another opens.”
 Her short-term agenda may be clear, but her long-
term plans are yet to be written. Politics, she contends, 
are genetic, and having exited the political arena once 
before, only to return refreshed, could the same thing 
happen again? 
 “Never say never!” she says with a smile.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

QUEEN

$300.

DOUBLE

$250.

TWIN

$200.

Mattress
OUTLET

Pillow Pedic 

2” Pillow Top

Made in

Canada

180 Casimir St., Port Perry

905-985-6023

Many in-stock to choose from.

Enjoy a safe and 
Happy Christmas

season



42  FOCUS - DECEMBER 2010   

SCUGOG HONOURS VETERANS

 Hundreds of people gath-

ered in front of the Scugog 

silent on November 11, as they 

took time to remember young 

Canadian men and women 

 After a brief ceremony at 

the Scugog Memorial Library, 

a parade of veterans (above) 

including members of the 

-

ment, police and youngsters 

made their way along Water, 

Queen and Perry Streets to 

the cenotaph in front of the 

 The weather couldn’t have 

been more perfect for this 

year’s Remembrance Day 

ceremony as the names of lo-

cal soldiers who lost their lives 

in two world wars were read 

aloud, followed by the laying 

of wreaths in honour of the 

fallen, by local governments, 

organizations, businesses and 

individuals at the base of the 

tribute to the thousands of 

soldiers who lost their lives 

defending this great country to 

 Above, Scugog veterans taking part in the Remem-
brance Day service in Port Perry included, back left, 
Jim Smitherman; front left, William Osaduke, Eric 
Timms and Ted Burns.

 Right - Piper Cory Hubbard plays a tune during the 
Remembrance Day service.
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Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

SCUGOG HONOURS VETERANS

Above left, Silver Cross Mother Pat 
Rankin lays the wreath on behalf of 
mothers who lost family members. 

Above right, Mavis Pelletier lays 
a wreath for the Royal Canadian  
Legion Ladies Auxiliary.

Left, Inspector Andy White of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

-
cers of the RCMP.

Below left, Mayor-elect Chuck  
Mercier approaches the cenotaph to 
lay a wreath on behalf of the Town-
ship of Scugog.

Below, a young cadet salutes before 
laying a wreath for the local cadet 
organization. 



158 Casimir St. Suite 204, Port Perry
905-985-1123

axion@powergate.ca

Axion-MacDonald
Insurance Services
a division of Axion Insurance Services Inc. 

Auto ~ Business ~ Home

Have a safe

and a happy

holiday season!

Have a safe

110 Water St., Port Perry
905-982-1600

  

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
1565 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry 905-985-3655

TAYLOR FORD

We wish everyone a 
Very Merry Christmas 

and a
Happy New Year.

From all the staff at Taylor Ford… 

Village Décor Shoppe
154 Queen Street, Port Perry

905-985-4808

Sending to all our great customers 
this holiday season a Merry Christmas and 
Joyful New Year.  Thanks from all of us at

14500 Simcoe St. South
Unit #4 Port Perry

(South Gate Plaza)
905-982-0134

May all your
Christmases

be merry and white

SOUTH GATE

Dr. Smochko and Staff

180 Mary Street, Port Perry   905-985-0861

IT’S A NATURAL!

Health Foods & Natural Products

WISHING YOU A HAPPY, HEALTHY CHRISTMAS!
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Century Home & Garden
G R E E N H O U S E S

… Where the Spirit of Gardening Lives 1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry  •  905-985-2672

• Outdoor Urns, Planters, Pot Inserts, 
Hanging Baskets

• Bunches of Pine, Cedar, Magnolia, 
Dogwood, Curly Willow, Eucalyptus, 
Berries, Pine Cones and many more…

• Poinsettias - 12 Colours to choose from

• Live Garlands, Branches, Wreaths

• Christmas Trees Are Here

• Holiday Blooms - Amaryllis, Cyclamen, 
Christmas Cactus

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Christmas Urns
Ready Made or Create Your Own

Holiday 
Gift Ideas

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  9am - 7pm

193 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

 This past August, the ‘Scugog Council for the Arts’ 
(SCA) and the Township of Scugog worked together 
with Shoppers Drug Mart to bring an original work of 
public art to the new Shoppers Drug Mart in Port Perry.  
 The mural, titled “Early Life on Lake Scugog”, paint-
ed by area artist and SCA member Tony Johnson, now 
hangs on the western wall of the building and celebrates 
Scugog’s railway heritage. 
 “Early Life on Lake Scugog” features many local 
landmarks such as the old train station along Water St, 
the mill on Queen St. and the steamship Crandella.
  The 12x30 inch limited edition, giclee prints of Mr. 
Johnson’s original watercolour maquette  are available 
for sale through the Scugog Council for the Arts. Each 
print is signed by the artist and wrapped in archival 
quality packaging. 
 The (SCA), with the support of Mr. Johnson, is offer-
ing the prints for $149 each. There will be a maximum 
of 100 signed prints only of “Early Life on Lake Scugog” 
made available and orders placed prior to December 8 
will be ready for Christmas gift giving.
  For more information contact the SCA office at  
905-982-2121, 181 Perry St., or visit: www.scugogarts.ca.

Limited edition “Early Life  
on Lake Scugog” prints  
are a great Christmas gift



Mike Dunn DD

Mike Dunn DD

Port Perry
Denture Clinic

6 High St. (Unit #4) Port Perry

from the

4 River Street, Seagrave  905-985-8962

• Small Business Bookkeeping
• E-File • Computerized Payroll
• Personal Income Tax     

Monday to Friday; 8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Extended Evening & Saturday Hours during Tax Time –

by Appointment Only

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES

New
Clients

Welcome

Systems Inc.

LICENCED
BY M.O.E.

TE
ST

ED ANDVALIDATED

U
N

D
ER

INDUSTRY STANDAR
D

STM ®

CANADIAN

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER

TM

7675 Baldwin St., Brooklin

905-655-4544

Family Business Since 1950

Don’t forget your softener salt.

*Pro’s Pick  *Red-Out  *Diamond Crystal

RAY HOBBS GARAGE
182 Northport Rd, Unit #8 & #9, Port Perry

905-985-0059

TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS

20-22 Water St., Port Perry
905-985-1210

Family RestaurantFamily 

Red RibbonRed Ribbon

Terri 
Alannah
Sandy
Mitch
Nikki

Shari
Arlene
Linda
Carol

Samantha
Jordan

from

ALL DAY 
BREAKFASTMonte Carlo

HAIR FASHION
11 Water St., Port Perry
905-985-3684

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
FOR A GIFT OF PAMPERING!

 erry
Christmas

and 
Thanks

to 
all of our
Clients 

and Friends
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 The building, at the southeast corner of Perry 
and Mary Streets, which was the location of  
Archer Motor Sales during part of the 1950s, came 
crashing down November 8 to make room for a 
new building. 
 The property, which is now owned by Glenn 
and Kelly Evans of Port Perry, is slated for a new 
commercial development.
 In 1951, when Harold Archer was required to 
remove the gas pumps from in front of his Queen 
St., car dealership (now Royal Bank building), he 
moved them to a new location at the corner of 
Perry and Mary Streets.
 It was from this new location he operated  
Archer Motor Sales and ‘White Rose’ gas pumps, 
until his retirement a few years later.
 Harold’s son, Bob Archer, recalls that a large 
tin shed was located on the Perry St. property dur-
ing the 1940s and after his father had a concrete 
foundation constructed, the building was lifted 
into place on top of the foundation.
 Harold Archer continued to operate his Chev-
rolet, Pontiac, GMC and Oldsmobile dealership 
on Queen St.,  (see right) as well as the gas pumps 
and service station on Perry St. until he retired in 
the spring of 1955. 
 His son Robert (Bob) took over the Queen St. 
dealership later that year, moving it to the prop-
erty owned by Irwin Tripp (Harp & Wylies) at the 
corner of Water and Perry St. during 1956. 
 The Perry St. garage was sold to Jack Pargeter 
in 1955 and Mr. Pargeter operated the garage and 
gas pumps from this location until 1963. In May of 
that year, Harry Peel, the new owner of the garage 
announced he had taken on the local ‘Rambler’ 
dealership.
 Since then it has undergone various owner-
ships and tenants including Terry Siebarth who 
operated an auto body shop, Doug Flowers a muf-
fler shop and Ken Koury who manufactured and 

 Archer Motor Sales opened this service station on Perry St. in 1952 after 
being asked to remove their gas pumps from the Queen St. location, (below).

 Archer Motor Sales, the local Pontiac dealership, was located on Queen 
St., Port Perry (now Royal Bank building) with gas pumps during the 1930s.

A little slice of history passes
distributed chocolate products from that location.
 Glenn and Kelly Evans purchased the building about five 
years ago and it has remained unoccupied since that time. 
Construction is now underway on a new, commercial one-story 
building for this site.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog
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 On the evening of Wednesday November 17th the 
Heritage Scugog Committee held their annual Awards 
Night in the Greenbank Hall. 
 The evening began with a highly informative talk on 
“Indigenous Scugog: The past 400 Years” presented by 
Dan Denby.  
 The first award of the evening was the Architectural 
Conservancy Award presented to Dan Stone for his  
parapet restoration atop his Queen Street building, the 
former  Courtice and Jeffrey building. 
 The Media Award, was then presented to the Town-
ship of Scugog Economic Development committee for 
the production of the promotional video “Township of 
Scugog: Experience It.”  The video can be viewed on the 
Township website.
 Mr.  & Mrs Larry Emmerson received The Publica-
tion and Research Award for their donation of the paint-
ings of Joseph and Elizabeth Bigelow to the Township’s 
Archive and Cultural Centre.
 The Churchill family of Blackstock were then pre-
sented with the Agricultural Heritage Award for their 
faithful restoration of the 160-year-old barn on their 
Cartwright farm.
 The final award of the evening was presented to the 
Lake Scugog Historical Society for its recognition of local 
son Dr. Herbert A. Bruce through the dedication of the 
park and a Provincial Heritage plaque in his honour.
 Paul Arculus, President of the Lake Scugog Histori-
cal Society then gave a special award to outgoing mayor, 
Marilyn Pearce, for her encouragement of heritage 
endeavours during her time as Mayor of Scugog. As a 
sign of appreciation the audience gave her a standing 
ovation.

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

 The historic St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Queen 
St., Port Perry will be this year’s location for Lake 
Scugog Historical Society’s annual “Olde-Fashioned 
Christmas Carol Service.”
 This is a favourite Christmas event where you can 
experience the true meaning of Christmas as you listen 
to the Christmas story and sing the many carols along 
with family, friends and neighbours. 
 To complete the experience, Christmas refreshments 
will be served in the old tea room of the church.
 The inter-denominations service takes place on Sun-
day, December 19 starting at 7 p.m. All are welcome.

Historical Society to hold its
‘Olde-Fashioned Christmas Carol 
Service’ at Presbyterian Church

Mayor Pearce given standing
ovation, heritage award for
her support of local heritage

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

MS 170 Gas Chain Saw
30.1cc/1.3kW

$23995
with 16” bar

  BLOWERS
 starting at 

 only
$159.95

RECEIVE A

FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT
WITH THE PURCASE OF THIS SAW.** AN $85 VALUE!

STARTING AT ONLY

ishing you peace, love and   
  joy this holiday season.
W



Blackstock/Nestleton United Church
   905-986-4235

Throughout Advent - Regular Services 
Blackstock: 9:45 am  •   Nestleton: 11:15 am

White Gift Sunday
December 12 – Blackstock and Nestleton

Blackstock Special Services
December 12: Sunday School Pageant

December 19: Choir Cantata ‘Child of Hope’
Christmas Eve - December 24

7pm Family Service  •  8:30pm Communion
December 26 

Joint Service at Blackstock: 9:45am

3483 Church St., Blackstock 3991 Proutt Rd., Nestleton

featuring
IRWIN SMITH and

TALES OF THE YULETIDE SEASON
presented by the Nestleton Thespians

Sunday December 5, 2010 - 7:00 p.m.
Nestleton United Church

3991 Proutt Road, North Nestleton

Beverages & Homemade Christmas Treats

Adults $10.00 – Children under 12: $5.00
Please call for tickets:

Jan MacKenzie 905-986-5598 or Karen Yellowlees 905-986-0657
Tickets also available at the Door

An Evening of Music for the Whole Family

Port Perry / Prince Albert United Churches

Sunday, December 12 - 4pm
61st Christmas Choral Festival 
followed by Dinner
Festival is free-will offering.
Dinner tickets $12/adults; $6/children
Call 905-985-2801
Port Perry United Church

Tuesday, December 7 - 7pm
Comfort at Christmas Service
A service for those who have 
experienced loss or who fi nd 
this time of year diffi cult.
Port Perry United Church

Friday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Services
Port Perry United Church Family Service (suitable for all ages) - 5pm
Port Perry United Church Christmas Celebration with Lessons & Carols - 7pm 
Prince Albert United Church Candlelight Service - 7pm

294 Queen St., Port Perry / 23 Jeffrey St., Prince Albert
905-985-2801  • www.portperryunited.com
Rev. Tim Dayfoot / Rev. Rohan Wijesinghe

Ev!ry"n# 
  W$lc%m#!

Hope Christian Reformed Church
14480 Old Simcoe Road, Prince Albert   905-985-9307

Pastor Bernhard VanderVlis

November 28, 10:30am
1st Advent - Displaced
December 5, 10:30am
2nd Advent - Journey of Faith 
December 12, 10:30am
3rd Advent - A Place to Call Home
December 19, 10:30am
4th Advent - Not Likely

December 24, 6:30pm
Children’s Christmas Eve 
Presentation

December 26, 10:30am
Into the Neighbourhood

December 31, 6:30pm 
New Years’ Eve - 
New Yet Comfortably Familiar

Our Christmas Series: “Finding Our Place”

CHRISTMAS  SEEKERS
St. John’s Presbyterian Church

294 Queen Street, Port Perry

Sunday, December 5 - 2:30pm
Variations of words in music
Celebrating Christmas Season
Performed by St. John’s Choir under 
the leadership of Oksana Hahn with 
guest musician Lauren Griffen (fl ute).
Refreshments to follow performances, 
a freewill offering to support the 
music ministry of the choir would be 
appreciated.

Friday, December 24 - 7pm
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service
A service of lessons in carols.
Come hear the Christmas 
message and sing all your 
favourite Christmas carols 
with us.

SPECIAL ADVENT / CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sunday December 12 9:00 am Lessons & Carols Service

10:30 am Lessons & Carols Service

Sunday December 19 9:00 am Morning Song
10:30 am Communion

6:30 pm  “Community Christmas Night” 
(at Ascension, followed by Caroling)Christmas Eve

Friday December 24 4:00 pm Communion
7:30 pm  Carols - Communion to followChristmas Day

Saturday December 25 10:00 am Communion
Sunday December 26 10:30 am Morning Prayer

Ascension (Anglican) is located at the corner of John & North Streets
Port Perry (905) 985-7278      www.ascensionportperry.com

Go to church with an open mind, 
and leave with a full heart.
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FROM ALL OF US
TO ALL OF YOU

178 Reach Industrial Park 
Port Perry • 905-985-3333
www.allenssiding.ca

windows • doors • troughs  • awnings • solariums • roofs • decks • sunrooms

Allen’s Siding 
Products Limited

A
Since
1969

SALES & INSTALLATION

BARBERICKSTYLISTRICKS
Your Family Hair Care Centre

50 Water St., Port Perry 
905.985.1998

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Brian’s Towing
151 Reach Industrial Park Road, Port Perry

905-985-2243 • 905-985-8566 • www.brianstowing.org

161 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-1022

Consider a Gift 
from
  the 
Sea

from

Supplies & Services Inc.
182 North Port Road, Unit #10
Port Perry   • 905-982-1357
www.dlsjanitorialsupplies.ca

1894 Scugog St., Port Perry Plaza   905-985-9777

DIANNE HOOKER 
Sales Representative

May the warmth 
and love of the 
season fill your 
hearts and home.

R.M.R. REAL ESTATE

BROKERAGE

905-985-7873
905-985-7873
905-985-7873
905-985-7873 

905-985-7873

 Reverse Osmosis 
PORT PERRY DIAL-A-JUGPORT PERRY DIAL-A-JUG

462 Paxton St., Port Perry
905-985-8484

MEDICAL ASSOCIATES 
BUILDING

improving quality of life

cleaning without chemicals

marlene turcotte •  905-985-0797
marleneturcotte13@gmail.com • www.norwex.ca

At the holiday season, our thoughts turn 
gratefully to those who have 

made our success possible. 
It is in this spirit we say ... 

thank you and best wishes for the holidays 
and a happy new year.

FOCUS
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The majestic home John Dryden built in 1881, as it looked during the winter (top) 
and summer (bottom) of 2003. It is now owned by Brian and Joanne Callery.

ames Dryden purchased this large 
piece of land towards the north 
end of Cochrane St. in 1869, from 
his friend and neighbour Joseph 

Bigelow.  Mr. Dryden, was a resident of 
Brooklin, and it wasn’t until the spring 
of 1881 that he began work on construct-
ing this magnificent home. The design of 
his house was similar to Mr. Bigelow’s 
elaborate Italianate residence, although 
not quite as large. Like the Bigelow house, 
Mr. Dryden’s new yellow brick home fea-
tured a three-storey tower in front, a porch 
trimmed with elaborate gingerbread and 
dozens of large arched windows.
 The original verandah was much 
smaller and far more decorative.  The ab-
sence of railings on the original verandah 
gave emphasis to the attractive ginger-

James Dryden Residence
280 Cochrane Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 2  Lot 113, 114  irregular

This Old
   House

Please turn to page 50
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bread trim at the top of the pillars. The substantial new verandah now 
extends around the corner of the south wall and beyond it.
 But Mr. Dryden never did get to enjoy the fruits of his labour.  
Before the home was completed, James Dryden passed away at the 
residence of his son John, at Maple Shade Farm, Whitby, on July 31, 
1881.
 Following his death, his estate completed the construction and 
in 1884 it was purchased from the family by his brother George for 
$3,500. But he didn’t stay long, selling to his brother’s son John three 
years later.
 When John Dryden took over ownership of the house in 1887, he 
was serving as the M.P.P. for North Ontario County, a position he held 
until 1909, when he died at 69 years of age. John Dryden stayed in his 
father’s home for almost 15 years before disposing of it in 1902.
 The next owners of the house were William L. and Nell Parrish. 
The Parrish family lived in the beautiful residence for 53 years, and to 
this day it is still often referred to as the "Parrish House."
 Mr. Parrish operated one of the largest and best equipped hard-
ware stores in Ontario County.  This was in the Parrish Block on 
Queen Street, built by his father William T. Parrish following the fire 
of 1884.  The building consisted of two store fronts. It is currently oc-
cupied by Lukes Country Store.
 In addition to his business interests,  Mr. Parrish was a member of 
the School Board, the Public Library Board, served on town council 
for a number of years, occupied the chair of Reeve for three years, and 
was honoured by being elected Warden of Ontario County in 1908.
 Following his death, the house was sold in 1955 to Mildred L. 
Smith, who only lived in the house for four years before selling. The 
next owner would make the stately home his residence for a much 
longer time.
 When Matthew B. Dymond and his wife Jeanne arrived in Port 
Perry, the enthusiastic young doctor from Scotland fell in love with 
the house and purchased it from Mrs. Smith in 1959. They spent the 
next 32 years of their life in the home, before selling it and moving 
into a smaller home on Ella Street.
 Dr. Dymond was a family practitioner and served the community 
for his entire life in Port Perry. The popular doctor also became very 

The Dryden home as it looked during the early 
1900s with its original porch, which was much 

smaller than at this time.

Continued from page 49

interested in public life and was elected 
an M.P.P. a number of times, and served 
as Minister of Health during the 1960s. 
He was as popular in his political life as 
his medical life and earned the respect 
and admiration of both his colleagues 
and his patients. While Dr. Dymond 
owned the home, he added a study and 
solarium on the north side. 
    The present owners of the "Dryden” 
house are Brian and Joanne Callery, who 
purchased it from the Dymond family 
in 1991. The Callerys have completely 
remodelled the north side addition in 
keeping with the original architectural 
form of the house. The Callerys continue 
to nurture this 130-year-old structure and 
it remains one of the most impressive 
homes on Cochrane Street.

From the book  
Historic Homes & Heritage Buildings

By Paul Arculus and J. Peter Hvidsten

1-866-436-1141
www.bevoda.ca

68 King Street East - Unit 2
Bowmanville, Ontario

L1C 3X2

“Wishing you a
Merry Christmas
and a safe
holiday season.”

- The Honourable

Bev Oda
Member of Parliament for

Durham

75 King Street East, 

Bowmanville ON  L1C 1N4

905.697.1501 or 

1.800.661.2433

john.otooleco@pc.ola.org

www.johnotoolempp.com

John O’Toole, MPP Durham
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   The interior of the Callery home at 280 Cochrane St. 
has been tastefully renovated and decorated since it 
was first built in 1881. 

 Above, the living room with its large bay windows 
and bottom left, the restored staircase. Below, still in 
wonderful condition is the original ornate fireplace in 
the library.
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 Step back in time and experience Christmas over 
100 years ago. The Scugog Shores Museum Village 
will be hosting the Children’s Old-Fashioned Christmas. 
Santa will be hearing wishes in the Pioneer School-
house. Take a tour of the Museum Village, traditionally 
decorated for the holidays. Victorian Christmas crafts 
for children, heritage demonstrations and refreshments 
will be offered throughout the day. 
 Call 905-985-8698 x103 or skelly@scugog.ca for 
more information.
 Date: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
 Starting Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
 Location: Scugog Shores Museum Village
          16210 Island Road, Port Perry
 Admission: Adult $2., 
             Children 12 & under Free 

   The Sultans of String – the 2010 Juno and  
Independent Music Awards nominees, will be 
bringing their infectious sound to Greenbank  
Folk Music Society later this week.
 Date: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4 
 Time:  Starts at 8:00 p.m.
 Location: Greenbank Centennial Hall
 Information: See full details on page 31.

Greenbank Folk
Music Society

Children
,
s Old-Fashioned

Sunday, December 5th
SILVERBIRCH  

BLUEGRASS BAND
 Blueglass Band with Tom McCreight, leader and bass, 
Gene Gouthro, mandolin, Graham Stone, banjo and vo-
cals, Walter Bent, rhythm guitar.

Sunday, December 12th
RITA DI GHENT

 Rita Di Ghent will perform her con-
stantly evolving collection of  smut, 
down and dirty tunes from the thirties 
and forties. She “pulls them off” with 
class and dexterity as only a true blue 
blood can.

until  
the new year.

 Start Times: 7:00 p.m.
  Location: Jester’s Court, upstairs
  Information: Contact Lynn McDonald   
           905-985-6086; cell 905-809-0388
           or email: lynnjazzvocals@yahoo.ca
 Tickets: $15 per person 

Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

JAZZ at JESTERS

GIFT CERTIFICATES
serengeti oakleyadidas
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Greenbank Folk
Music Society

 FARES  TICKET SALES LOCATIONS
BEAVERTON

Beaverton Foodland, 383 Simcoe Street

BLACKSTOCK

CANNINGTON

NESTLETON

PORT PERRY

SUNDERLAND

UXBRIDGE

Adult monthly passes are transferable to any 
individual, provided it is not used at the same 
time by more than one person

*    Monday to Friday 6:00am to 7:00pm
**  65 years and older
*** Attending elementary school

 The Scugog Choral Society’s production of “White Christmas” continues until the end of this 

Durham, this up-beat musical is sure to get you into the Christmas spirit. Show times are 8 p.m. 
-

Photo courtesy Jonathan van Bilsen

Dreaming of a “White Christmas”

ONLY FOUR

DAYS LEFT
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Nothing like New York at Christmas time
 Travelling and shopping seem to go hand 
in hand, but there is no better time of year 
to combine the two than at Christmas. My 
favourite locale at this time of year is New 
York City. The cosmopolitan metropolis is 
magically transformed into a land of milk and 
honey for die-hard shoppers and sightseers 
alike.
 First the downside: for non-residents there 
is currency exchange and hotels increase 
their rates drastically. My favourite haunt is 
the ‘W’ in Times Square. The normal rate is 
$295 per night but in December the rate soars 
to $600 – and believe it or not, the place is 
always full! It seems everyone goes to New 
York to shop at Christmas. 
 The upside is endless: a dusting of snow 
and a bit of slush makes you stand in awe as 
your mind travels from the words of “Silver 

has been portrayed by Hollywood awakens 
before your eyes.
 My routine is simple. I walk along Broad-
way to Central Park, stopping en route for 
a hearty breakfast at Maxies. Seeing “Folks 
Dressed Up Like Eskimos” riding in horse-
drawn carriages along the edge of the park 
certainly puts me in the Christmas spirit.
 At Fifth Avenue I pop into FAO Schwartz, 
one of the world’s most famous toy stores.  Giant teddy bear greets shoppers at Macy’s, the world’s largest store.

I am greeted by a herd of stuffed animals, which  

(both for sale at a mere $15,000 and $10,000 respec-
tively). The eyes of the children are heartwarming as 
they sparkle in the amazement of their fantasies.
 I swing along Fifth and make my way to Saks. By 
now I’m cold and ready to shop. A quick glance at the 
animated windows and into the warmth of the interior 
I go. After an hour I step across the street into Rock-
efeller Centre. The giant toy soldiers guard a massive 
tree, covered in hundreds of sparking lights. White 
sculpted angels line the pedestrian walk and lead me 
to Teuscher Chocolates. Next to Port Perry’s ‘Nutty 

Please turn to page 56
158 Casimir St., Port Perry  905-985-2268

virginia.frewclarke@marlintravel.ca

TICO #4577532
MC

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX

Gift 
Certi! cates 

Available
        from

Give the 
Gift of Travel



FROM ALL OF US
TO ALL OF YOU

POOLS & SPASPOOLS & SPAS

905-436-9090
W.O.  INSURANCE BROKERS

www.woinsurancebrokers.com
H O M E  •  A U T O  •  B U S I N E S S  •  L I F E

Dale Gibbons, Owner/Broker

                           
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

& HAPPY NEW YEAR
Canada Trust

165 Queen St., Port Perry   •   905-985-8435

from all the sta!  at

1511 Reach Rd. , Port Perry 

905.985.8054  /  905-985-9057

from

from all of us at

257 Queen St.
Port Perry

905-985-7101/2

Great
Gift Idea!

Gift
Certi!cate

LAKEVIEW BEER & WINE
159 Casimir St., Port Perry
905-985-4352

’

Kelly Olsen AMP
MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

278 Union Ave., Prince Albert ~ 905-985-4716
Lic# MO8001491

Have a Happy, Healthy and

Peaceful New Year

Lake Scugog
Historical Society
would like to wish 

you all a very 
Merry Christmas 
and all the best 

for the New Year.
905-985-3658

Wishing you peace and joy in the New Year.

174 Perry St.
Port Perry 
905-985-9803

tax services

                              

lawlesslawless
Dry

Alterations

Cleaners Inc.

14500 Simcoe St., Port Perry (Southgate Plaza)
905-982-1122

Flieler North End Service
15829 Simcoe St., Port Perry
905-985-8177

Best wishes for the holidays 
from your friends at

! e year end brings no greater pleasure 
then the opportunity to thank you for 

supporting our businesses and to express to you 
season’s greetings and good wishes. 

May your holidays and new year be 
fi lled with joy and prosperity.
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experienced. 
-

estate sale jewellry, but alas, I only browse. My eyes 
dart from wealthy shopper to extremely wealthy shop-
per and I imagine how their existence must be.
 Having tasted the lives of the rich and famous 
I continue my trek along Fifth Avenue. Gucci and 
Cartier magnetically draw me, but I resist. Instead I 
turn right and head back to Broadway and the world’s 
largest store, Macy’s. A giant Teddy Bear on the 
canopy at the entrance smiles at me and inside I am 
dazzled by the lights, gold with red decorations. I’ve 
often heard it said, “If you can’t get it at Macy’s, you 
don’t need it.” Spend a few hours there and you will 
agree that truer words were never spoken.
 Laden with packages I return to my hotel. Dinner 
will depend on how much shopping money is left, but 
I plan to sample the Blue Fin, which is conveniently 
located in the “W”. Their service is excellent, their 
wine collection superb and a two pound lobster melts 
in your mouth.

to experience the shopping aphrodisiac of your life; 
-

tacular; for everything else there’s MasterCard. 
Cartier’s main store in Manhattan.

Continued from page 54

279 Queen St., 
Port Perry

905-985-2775
  www.jesterscourt.ca

BOOK YOUR 
CHRISTMAS PARTY NOW!
Facilities for up to 50 people

Avoid disappointment…

~ MONDAYS ~
1/2 PRICE WINGS

~ TUESDAYS ~
TWO CAN DINE-$22.99

*Two 6oz New York Strip Dinners
with all the trimmings

~ WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY ~
10 OZ. PRIME RIB

with our signature Yorkshire Pudding

~ SUNDAYS ~
A traditional English-style

ROAST BEEF DINNER

182 North Port Rd., Unit #7, Port Perry 
(North Port Plaza - Reach Street at North Port Rd.)

Wishing you and your family a wonderful
Holiday Season.

MERRY CHRISTMAS from Ike & Kelly van den Berg
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GREETINGS 

from the staff 
at Compton

NORTH DURHAM
EYE CLINIC

189 North St., Port Perry • 905-985-1361
www.drworkman.optometry.net 

ESTABLISHED 1994     •     NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Sunglasses, Ready readers 
and Eyewear Cleaning Kits 

make great Stocking stuffers!

The staff and 
Drs. Workman & 

Awadia at 
North Durham 

Eye Clinic would like 
to thank our patients 
and local doctors for 

all their kind referrals.



TORONTO STREET

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

STOUFFVILLE

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

SUNDERLAND

26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161

Other locations to serve you:

“Your Con! dent Smile 
is Our Goal.”

15930 Old Simcoe Rd. Port Perry
905-985-7777

www.thedentalcentre.ca

Wishing you a 
season of peace, 

love and joy.

Since time immemorial, Christmas has been the 
season of spreading good cheer, of spending time 
with your family and of sharing, caring and giving –

 of love and compassion and of family bonding. 

Christmas Equals 
Family Bonding Time

Warmest thoughts and Best Wishes 
from Our Home to Yours for a wonderful 

Holiday Season and a very Happy New Year.

Scugog’s long-time neighbourhood 
friend and retirement community.

15987 Simcoe St., Port Perry
905-985-3312

www.portperryvilla.ca

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

Join us at our
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE

December 10th
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Visit with Santa from 2-3 p.m.
 See Senior Talent Show Winner
Lloyd Knight from 3-4 p.m.

*DROP BOX SITE FOR 
OPERATION SCUGOG DONATIONS.


