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Cover Picture
 As cooler weather settles 
in on Scugog Township, 
thoughts turn to activities, 
including the popular  fall 
scarecrow contest, spon-
sored by Meta4 Gallery. This 
month’s cover shows Carey 
Nicholson seated in front of 

from last year’s event.
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YOUNG NELLY 
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Scugog Mayor Marilyn Pearce
Noting Scugog’s five-bloom showing the past three years in the  

provincial “Communities in Bloom” competitions. - September 2008
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Dear Editor:
 I would like to compliment Focus on Scugog for your service to 
the community. Yes, service! 
 Focus on Scugog is not just a published product, news, stories 
or a way for advertisiers to reach the local community. Focus on 
Scugog is a service to our community. 
 Families who have lived here for generations are recognized 
for their importance to the heritage of our place, their stories told, 
yet the impact is not just gratification for them. 
 Your coverage of attractions such as Northwood Zoo fill us all 
in on what to expect when we visit, which many will do now that 
you’ve done a feature, and the attraction benefits with more visi-
tors. 
 Your Lake Scugog conference coverage was informative, at-
tractive and relevent. But what is the true overarching benefit that 
Focus on Scugog provides that no other publication does? A better 
community. 
 All of the newer families who read Focus on Scugog are better 
able to join in, understand our history, feel welcomed - they’re 
now “in the know.” Families that have been here forever find out 
who and what is new in town, how those new people are add-
ing to our community, and they are less likely to feel invaded or 
crowded out. You’re not just preserving history but helping us to 
take our heritage and be a great community. 
 Thanks.
 Marion Myers
 Port Perry

‘Focus’ provides a service to the community

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Hi Peter,
    Just wanted to thank you for doing such a nice job of the ad 
for the fundraising concert for St. John’s Presbyterian Church in 
“What’s Up Scugog?”.  Also, a really good article about the Lake 
Scugog Historical Society tour booklet “Scugog Experience.”
  Bill Minors, of Books Galore & More usually emails me about 
every two weeks to ask for 10 more tour booklets to sell, but to-
day I had a frantic call to say he had sold out and needed 25 more 
as soon as possible.
 This was all due to you and Focus on Scugog!  Thank you so 
much for publishing such a great magazine.

Lucy Stubbs
Port Perry

Society received positive response from articles

Community events & activities need support
Dear Sir:
 Once more the summer season comes to a close with the 
round of agricultural fairs, and it’s nice to look back over the 
year and reflect on the wealth of activities that are available for 
us to enjoy.
 The Santa Claus Parade, Sunderland Maple Syrup Festival, 
Canada Day Fireworks, the plays, shows, music, movies and 
plays put on in Palmer Park, Highlands of Durham Games, lo-
cal agricultural fairs, just to mention a few.
 These activities are made possible by groups of dedicated 
volunteers and enrich our community on so many levels - so-
cial, cultural and charitable. The only way this diverse and in-
teresting mix of activities can continue is with the support from 
the local population. 
 It would be a pity to lose these activities for future genera-
tions, so please give your support whenever you can in the 
form of gate money or donations, or by volunteering to help 
with any of the groups seeking help.
 Thank you to all those that make these activities possible 
and I hope that we are able to continue to enjoy them.

Timothy Ison
Port Perry

Saturday October 11th
Starting at 7:00 p.m.

NORTHWOOD ZOO
2192 Cookson Lane

Seagrave  905-985-2738

$15. Adults  • $13. Seniors  
$11 Kids 12 & under  • 2 & Under Free

BRING YOUR FLASHLIGHTS

5:00 p.m.
$5.00 Barbecue
Texas Burger & Pop, or Sausage & Pop

6:00 p.m.
Live Animal Presentation

See African Drummers!

EXOTIC ANIMALS
Lots of new babies to see!Night Safari

1974-2007

201 NORTH STREET
PORT PERRY, ONTARIO L9L 1B7
PH: 905.985.9755
FAX: 905.985.0687
1.888.301.0055
EMAIL: production@ppprint.on.ca
www.ppprint.on.ca

Professional Printing
at the 

Right Price! Highly Competitive Prices

 Fast Quotations

 Graphics & Finishing Departments

LAMINATING

COPYING
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Reflection Park 
ready for official 
opening Saturday 
 After five longs years Marg Snider-McGrath’s 
dream, of a memorial park for the former lawn 
bowling green on Queen St., is about to become a 
reality.
 This Saturday, October 4, “Reflection Park” 
will be officially opened with pomp and ceremony, 
including a visit by Durham MP Bev Oda, Mayor 
Marilyn Pearce and members of council.
 The ceremony is scheduled to get underway 
at 11 a.m. with dignitaries, veterans and students 
representing Scugog’s nine elementary schools 
parading into the park led by a piper.
 The ceremony will include a tribute to local 
war veterans, music ensembles from Port Perry 
High School Jazz Band, Choir and Prince Albert 
Public School Drummers.
 More than 2,000 children from local schools, 
along with countless volunteers have worked for 
years to bring  the park to reality.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten
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www.waggfuneralhome.com

WAGG
  FUNERAL HOME

Port Perry’s Locally Owned & Operated Funeral Home

216 Queen Street, 
Port Perry

905-985-2171     
1-800-377-9139

•  
•  

•  

•  

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

1 year powertrain warranty 
Good, reliable certified vehicles 

from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville 
905-640-6213

Toll Free: 1-866-421-4425

Visit our Showroom: 
Mon-Thurs 8-5,  Fri  8-4:30
www.soapstoneontario.com

These countertops are as attractive as 
they are durable. Not only are they 
impervious to heat and stains, but 
they are virtually maintenance-free.

Think Soapstone!Ready for a change?

Slate • Hanstone • Caesar Stone • Granite • Marble • Corian

 EXCLUSIVE CANADIAN DEALER

Come in and see our 
Aqua Grantique and 

Cambrian Cream Stone

 Upbeat and uplifting. These two words could well describe 
the “Scott Woods Show” coming to Janetville on October 2.
 This fast paced, two-hour concert skillfully combines old fid-
dling with country gospel songs, perennial favourites and a gener-
ous helping of humour. You’ll be treated to one of Canada’s best 
talents - the man with the flying fin-
gers and the magic bow-fiddling sen-
sation. Scott Woods has performed 
to enthusiastic crowds throughout 
Canada, USA and Holland.
 This young man has captured all 
the major Canadian fiddling titles, 
including Canadian Open Fiddle 
Champion, Canadian Grand Masters 
Fiddling Champion and Canadian 
Fiddle Entertainer of the year.
 For seven years he was the musi-
cal director and played the part of Don 
Messer in “Memories of Don Messer’s 
Jubilee,” a tribute show which has 
toured across the country. 
 Scott and his four-piece band will stir up a storm of good mu-
sic to lift your heart and feed your soul.
 Tickets are available by calling (705) 324-3941 or 705-277-2880. 
Concert held at Rolling Hills Public School on October 2 beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. Proceeds to the Janetville United Church.

Canadian fiddle champion 
Scott Woods in concert 
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“We’re on a different path 
now.” Bonnie Schurman speaks 
these words as a way of coming to 
terms with the change her and her family 
has endured over the past two years. “We will 
never return to the life we had, but that’s not a bad 
thing or a good thing,” she says with a heart-warming 
smile. 

After spending an afternoon with the Schurman family, 
including their beautiful and inspiring daughter, Nelly, it’s re-
markable to see how strong and uplifting their united spirit is. 

Despite the pain and worry due to Nelly’s sudden diagnosis 
of Medullablastoma (a brain tumour) and despite the setbacks 
that have resulted from her surgery, the Schurmans continue 
to maintain an “I can do anything” mentality that is positively 
resonating, especially from Nelly, herself. 

“Nelly has certainly reconfirmed for us that if you put your 
mind to it, you can accomplish anything you want,” explains 
Bonnie, her voice filled with pride for her talented daughter. 

Although Nelly, who will be going into grade seven this fall 
at S.A. Cawker public school, has been classified as legally blind 
with ataxia (lack of balance) and a left side minor paralysis, she 
has proved over and over again that her disabilities will never 
hold her back. 

While doctors figured Nelly’s daily headaches were an in-
dication of migraine problems, an MRI proved that Nelly had, 
in fact, been born with a brain tumour. “Unfortunately,” Bonnie 
explains, “because the doctors didn’t know to look for it, it re-
mained undetected.” 

Following the diagnosis Nelly was immediately transferred 
to Sick Kids Hospital where she would spend much of the year 
in treatment and recovery for her illness. 

Sorrow fills Bonnie’s eyes as she explains the most diffi-

cult part of her daughter’s 
treatment; the isolation 
period. Over the next four 
months, Nelly was only 
able to see her parents. 
This proved to be a 
heartbreaking time for 
her and her twin sis-
ter, Sydney. The two, 
who were inseparable 
throughout their child-
hood, were forced to 
live divided lives dur-
ing a time in which they 

surely needed each other 
most.

“It was like our family 
was split in two,” says Bon-

nie. She refers to her constant 
need to be at the hospital and 

her husband’s (Lawrence) need 
to be at home with Sydney.  Find-

ing “a sense of normalcy,” as Bonnie 
calls it, was near impossible.  
Luckily, Nelly recovered from her in-

tensive operation and the surgeons were fully 
successful at removing the brain tumour. However, the 

side effects of her illness and surgery have created an entirely 
new lifestyle in which she would have to accustom herself to.  

While her twin sister, Sydney, continues to grow into a 
young adult, Nelly has not physically grown in two years.

Her ataxia, which Bonnie explains is often compared to “a 
drunken man’s walk,” inhibits Nelly from running and engag-
ing in certain forms of physical activity. However, watching 
this vibrant girl manoeuvre around the kitchen, cleaning and 
putting away dishes, and watching her scurrying about looking 
for her sister, makes it difficult to believe she was ever burdened 
by her disabilities. 

“I love arts and crafts, baking and gardening,” she explains, 
her bright smile lighting up her face. Nelly passes over a busi-
ness card for her most recent venture, “Nelly’s Bakery.” 

Over the past year, she has kept herself busy baking up a 
storm; making cookies, cupcakes and, of course, her famous 
peanut brittle. She even started creating healthy dog biscuits. 
However, what’s so marvellous about Nelly’s self-made busi-
ness is that she was able to raise $900 to donate to Sick Kids 
b.r.a.i.n.child and the CNIB (Canadian National Institute for the 
Blind).  

This endeavour was just the beginning of Nelly’s fundrais-
ing. Both she and her mother, Bonnie, recently planned and 
hosted a “Tween/Teen Talk” in Port Perry to support Sick Kids 
b.r.a.i.n.child. The perfectly planned event consisted of youth 

Nelly, left, and 
her twin sister 

Sydney

A young girl’s gift
When young  
Nelly Schurman 
was diagnosed 
with a brain 
tumour, the  
world didn’t  
stop, but it did 
change her life 
forever...

Please turn to page 6
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motivators and a health nurse to teach teenage girls the im-
portance of proper nutrition. The event also brought in an eti-
quette teacher, a fashion designer, makeup artists and even a 
personal trainer to teach fun physical activities for the girls to 
enjoy. 

“The response was excellent,” says Bonnie, who claims 
she simply woke up one morning with the idea. “Some girls 
even asked for the event to extend a full week next year,” she 
adds with a laugh. “It was truly like one big slumber party.” 

At this comment, Nelly’s eyes instantly light up as if she is 
recalling all the fun times and wonderful memories she shared 
with the other girls. 

Creating new friendships and engaging in all sorts of so-
cial opportunities is something that Nelly has not taken for 
granted in her first year of recovery. Of course, after such an 
extensive change, it has been somewhat challenging for Nelly 
to integrate back into everyday life. 

However, what may appear to be daunting to some was 
simply a task that required a positive outlook for Nelly. It may 
have been out of the question for other people, including Nel-
ly’s friends, to accept the change, but Nelly and her family 
continue to look, not at the barriers, but at the opportunities 
that lie ahead.  

“Nelly can do it all (like she did before)...just in a different 
way.” While these words are spoken from Bonnie, this posi-
tive outlook is something that she says she has learned from 
her daughter. She firmly believes Nelly has taught her family 
all about “not sweating the small stuff” and “valuing the im-
portant things in life”- a principle that they all follow now in 
their everyday life.  

So where did all this passion for life come from? 
Nelly seems to realize that she, just like everyone else, can 

share her talents with others. As an advocate for leading the 
best life possible, Nelly continues to help out with events and 
everyday activities within her school as well. Not only does 
she keep score for school sports and work at the school library, 
but she also regularly assists the school teacher who works 
with handicapped or challenged students. 

This past year, Nelly was even formally recognized for all 
her dedicated work. During the Grade 6 “Excellence Awards,” 
she won the citizenship award, further acknowledging her 
commitment to volunteer work. As shown time and time 
again, helping and assisting other people certainly seems to 
be her top priority. 

One of the most inspiring ways that Nelly sought to help 
others was after her recovery from her operation. She gave 
an emotional, yet moving, speech over the P.A. system at 
her school to help students understand what she has gone 
through and what many other children have to endure when 
they become sick. 

While she certainly brought many staff and students to 
tears, more importantly, she succeeded in raising awareness 
for illnesses and the importance of maintaining a positive ap-
proach to life.   

Nelly also got involved with the CNIB summer camps 
and helped to create their new slogan and invitations. “Thank 
You For Restoring The Spirit,” the slogan created by Nelly, 
herself, was chosen to be featured on the summer camp flyers 
and invitations. The slogan was also placed on the gifts camp 
members took home with them at the end of their stay.   

This event was not the first time Nelly’s artistic talents 

 Adam Connolly has created another masterpiece - this time 
bringing back to life a 150 year old maple tree on the property of 
Ray and Marie Moreland, on Cochrane St.
 His latest sculpture, a colourful Chinese inspired piece, took 
more than 300 hours to complete and it depicts the Moreland 
family’s Chinese zodiac signs, as well as a special acknowledge-
ment to their 40th wedding anniversary.
 Wanting to share their beautiful creation, Ray and Marie of-
fered a public view of the “anniversary tree” on the property in 
mid-September.
 Second Life For Trees is a program that comes from Adam’s 
vision of providing historical trees with a second life. Adam can 
be seen in the above photograph standing beside his latest cre-
ation.
 To learn more about Adam and Second Life For Trees take a 
look at his website at  - www.adamconnolly.com/

Adam gives a second life
to Cochrane St. maple tree

Please turn to page 9

Continued from page 5
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Changing

H ere we go again. 
Another month has 

passed and more changes 
are taking place in Scugog’s 
“busy” business community.
 Filling up the spot vacated 
at 151 Queen St. last month by 
Kenneth Bell’s “King of Glitz” 
will be the “Little Monogram 
Shop.” This business has op-
erated for the past two years 
in Queen Street Commons at 
180 Queen St. 
 Jumping in to fill up the 
space left by the “Little Mono-
gram Shop” is “F.M. Finds” a 
store selling country home decor 
in Queen St. Commons. Terri 
Landry, who operates “F.M. 
Finds” will expand her line of 
country decor in the space. 
 New openings this month 
include “Turquoise” which 
was scheduled to open for 
business October 1 in the for-
mer “Perry Ann’s” location 
at 189 Queen St., and a little 
to the east “Petite Images” 
has opened its doors in the 
space formerly occupied by 
“The Genuine Article” at 223 
Queen Street.
 A short drive south of 
town along Simcoe St., in the 

South Port Plaza (some call it 
the McDonald’s Plaza), “The 
Cash Store,” which includes a 
Western Union, depot has put 
up their new sign and opened 
their doors for business.
 As well as new business 
openings, we’re sorry to report 
there have been a couple of clos-
ings this month as well. The 
Waterfront Pub, at the corner of 
Water and Mary St. has vacated 
its premises, as has Harmonize 
Your Health on Mary St.
 Back on Queen St., we see 
the store recently vacated by 
Petite Images at 233 Queen 
St. is displaying a “For Rent” 
sign in the front window. At 
the time of publishing this is-
sue of Focus on Scugog, there 
was no indication of who the 
new tenant will be.
 Although “Changing Fac-
es” is not a venue for political 
commentary, it should be noted 
that our local MP, Bev Oda has 
opened an office in Port Perry at 
52 Water St. By this time next 
month the election will be long 
over and it will probably be va-
cated, but at least for now, it’s 
another change.
 That’s it ‘till next month!

Pure
HANDKNIT®

* modern and artisan inspired sweaters and wraps

* designed in canada

* each piece is knit with skill and patience in 
100% super soft cotton

* distinctive and bold colour palettes

* signature buttons exclusively knit to order

* women’s sizes available

168-178 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2521    •    www.brocks.ca

Your choice of  studio, 
one- and two-bedroom suites.

905-985-2002“Life’s better at the Villa!”

Opening Spring ‘09

Visit our Presentation Centre at:
26 Water Street, Port Perry, Ontario
for your own “Virtual Tour”.

Over
60%

Reserved!
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 Durham Farm Fresh and Durham Tourism have partnered 
for this spectacular fall festival, “Gates Open”, to kick off the 
harvest season with a bang.
 A variety of Durham Region’s finest farms will be show-
cased for visitors near and far. From milking a goat to shearing 
sheep, guests will have the opportunity to learn about what 
makes Durham Region a choice area for agriculture. 
 Gates Open brings the family to the farm in an adventure 
that covers all local eight area municipalities. Along the route, 
guests are invited to sample local foods prepared by a number 
of Durham Region’s best local chefs at participating farms and 
restaurants.
 Enjoy these activities, free local food samples and more for 
only $10 per adult. Children 16 and under are FREE!
 In Scugog Township, Gates Open activities get underway 
bright and early this Saturday, October 4 with a pancake break-
fast served up starting at 8 a.m. in the parking lot at the munici-
pal office on Perry St. Breakfast will be followed by the official 
“Gates Open” kickoff at 9 a.m.
 Throughout the two day event there’s lots to do right here 
in Scugog, but check out the Gates Open website for activites 
and participating farms across the region - www.gatesopen.ca

 Following is the itinerary for Scugog Township at press 
time. More activities are being added so check the website.
Saturday, October 4
   8 a.m. to 10 a.m. - Pancake breakfast
   9 a.m. - Gates Open official kick off
   9 a.m. - Downtown shopping extravaganza
 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. - Doors Open tour - Port Perry
 11 a.m. - Reflection Park opening ceremonies
 11 a.m. - Walking Tour with historian Paul Arculus
   1 p.m. - Cadet Trillium recognition - Municipal Office
 12 noon - Enjoy the downtown Victorian architecture 
  and flavours of Durham at your local restaurants
   2 p.m. - Walking Tour with historian Paul Arculus
 All Day - Wagon rides
Sunday, October 5
   9 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Farmers Market - municipal office
 10:30 a.m. - Scarecrow building workshop
   2:30 p.m. - Pumpkin decorating workshop
 12 noon to close - Enjoy the downtown Victorian arch- 
      itecture & flavours of Durham at your local restaurants.
 Port Perry’s participating restaurants will be serving up  
delectable, locally grown produce! Check out each restaurant 
for menu selections.
 For more information about these events please contact: 
Port Perry BIA, www.discoverportperry.ca or the Township of 
Scugog, www.township.scucog.on.ca, or call (905) 985-4971.

Discover Scugog and
its neighbours during
Durham’s Gates Open 

           10 Min East of Port Perry, take 
           7A to Durham Rd. 57, 6km south

905.986.4437 • 1.877.986.4437   
www.asselstines.com

Buy any new 4X4 GRIZZLY, KODIAK 
or BRUIN and receive a 

2500lb Warn Winch Installed 
and your choice of one of the following:

Warn Plow for $99.00 
OR

Power Finance
OR

$300.00
Yamabucks

OR
18 month YPP 

Extended Warranty

38
YEARS IN 
BUSINESS              

With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1817.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642
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CANCER FIGHTERS - Among the hundreds of Scugog residents that took 
part in the Terry Fox Run on September 14 were 92 year old Les Smith, who 
has been cancer free for 15 years, and 17 month old Caden Williamson who 
was diagnosed with liver cancer one year ago and is now cancer free. Hold-
ing Caden is is father Ryan. More Terry Fox Run photos on page 34.

were noticed. She was published twice in the school anthology 
and she recently won an award for her painting skills. Honoured 
for creating a painting with “the most colour,” her award was 
sponsored by the Mississauga’s of Scugog Island. 

Nelly certainly knows the importance of living a fulfilled 
life. However, despite all her hard work, she maintains a sense 
of modesty and shyness that makes her accomplishments all the 
more endearing. 

There’s no denying that her family is more than proud of 
her talents, and above all else, her capacity to learn and chal-
lenge herself despite her hindrance. It’s also undeniable that 
Nelly has won the admiration and support of others around her, 
including her friends, classmates, teachers and fellow commu-
nity members. 

As Bonnie explains, it has without a doubt, been a complete-
ly life changing past two years. Nelly has spent over a year at 
Sick Kids, endured four months of isolation, and has recovered 
from a life-threatening operation. This experience would surely 
be a difficult battle for anyone, especially such a young girl! 

But, bit by bit, the Schurmans have been regaining a sense 
of “normalcy” and progression in their lives. “It is definitely a 
lifelong adjustment,” Bonnie says. 

She refers to her daughter Sydney and how wonderfully 
she handled the situation, even though she was obviously very 
frightened for her twin sister.  

A book of poems Sydney wrote about Nelly indicates the 
sense of fear and uncertainty the young girl had for her sister 
and best friend. But, as Bonnie feels, putting her feelings into 
words really helped Sydney to cope during times of grief. 

While there were plenty of times of grief, Bonnie says, “The 
support system has been amazing.” She mentions Nelly’s E.A., 
Flo Davies, and adds, with complete gratitude, that Flo “really 
understood the healing aspect and helped Nelly to integrate 
back into her group of friends” – a deed in which the Schurman 
family is eternally thankful for. It now seems that no feat is too 
big for their daughter to overcome. 

As the summer is coming to a close and Nelly prepares for 
another big year, it seems that this inspiring girl has an unbeliev-
able amount of strength and determination to handle anything 
that may come her way. This determination is Nelly’s gift to oth-
ers. She stands as an example of all the extraordinary things a 
person can accomplish when one’s mind is set to it. 

Nelly also has the gift of helping others to see the positive in 
life. One look at her radiant smile and her energy for life and it 
becomes clear that she could lift anyone’s spirit. 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 6

 Ultimate Oasis
Hairstyling & Design by Marley Malcolm

15029 Simcoe St., Port Perry  
905-985-1714

We Carry 
Paul Mitchell and

Nexus (Photo Organics)
Products

Open Monday - Saturday

 Trendy up-to-date looks  •  All ages

Receive 20% discount for all colour 
services until the end of October

The kids are back in school – now you have 
time to spoil yourselves. Receive 10% off

any service before the end of October and get an 
additional 15% off the purchase of any products.
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A ScenertsScugog

 Local wildlife artist Adam Con-
nolly has taken a different ap-

-
cent sculptures from found wood, 
which includes trees that would 
otherwise be removed. He will 
be exhibiting his work in the Kent 
Farndale Gallery from October 4 
to 30.

 Connolly loves the inspiration, 
creative lines, texture and memo-
ries that can only be found in the 
natural wood source. Born in 
Nova Scotia in 1964, he has been 
intrigued by Mother Nature since 
his early childhood and has spent 
much of his youth closely studying 
her forms and lines. It was his love 

of nature that propelled Adam to 
earn his degree in Fish and Wildlife 
Management at Sir Sandford Flem-
ing College in Lindsay, Ontario 
and learn more about the physical 
anatomy of wildlife.
 Join Adam at the opening recep-
tion in the Kent Farndale Gallery 
this Thursday from 1 to 4 p.m.

TREES ARE GROWING AT THE KENT FARNDALE GALLERY

 Mayor Marilyn Pearce approached the North 
Durham Photographers’ Association (NDPH) with 
a challenge of photographing some of the historic 
barns in Durham Region before they disappear. 
 George Duncan, historian for the Town of 
Markham, was the guest lecturer at the recent 
meeting of the NDPA and helped kick off the proj-
ect by explaining the various forms of architecture 
used in the construction of barns in this area. 
 Mayor Pearce was also on hand to express her 

gratitude to the group for taking on this important 
documentation of Durham’s heritage.
 The NDPA has 112 members and meets once 
a month to discuss photography as a hobby and a 
profession. New members are always welcome. Visit  
HYPERLINK “http://www.ndpa.ca” www.ndpa.ca or 
call 905-985-5110 for more information.

Photographers Association launches search for barns 

Jonathan van Bilsen is a writer and photographer.  
Forward comments to ‘Jonathan’ at

focus@observerpub.caAdam Connolly with ‘Scout’.

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

Limited time offer at participating Dealers - 
See Dealer for details (saw priced with 15”/16” bar).

An $85 VALUE

GREAT PRICES FOR THE 
      FALL SEASON

Buy a Qualifying STIHL Chain Saw 
Starting at only $249.95 –
                Receive a FREE Wood-Pro™ Kit

MS 170 Gas
Chain Saw

PRICED TO SELL

$24995$24995

FREE
Woodsman™
Carrying Case

FREE
Oilomatic® Chain Loop

FREE
Stihl® Timbersports® Hat

FREE
Chain Saw Operation
and Maintenance DVD

705.328.2271
geninfo@kawarthaconservation.com
www.kawarthaconservation.com

Contact Sasha Lambrinos at 705.328.2271 ext. 224, 
slambrinos@kawarthaconservation.com, for details.

Applications are also available online at 
www.kawarthaconservation.com

Scugog WATER Fund deadline 
extended to Oct. 30

!"#$%#&'()(%*(+*,'-./0
!"#$$%&#'())*++*(,*,-.%/0%1(%23.455
!"#$$%/0-67&#+.%/0%1(%23.555
!8#01*'%+9+1#)%/0-67&#+.%
%%%/0%1(%23.455
!:6(+*(,%'(,16($.%/0%1(%2;.555
!<$#7,%=71#6%&*>#6+*(,.%/0%1(%23.555
!?7,/6#%+1(67-#.%/0%1(%2@.555
!A1B#6%7-6*'/$1/67$%)7,7-#)#,1%067'1*'#+.%/0%%
%%%%1(%2@.555

#6+*(,.%/0%1(%23.555

Apply 
Today!

Projects must be within the area where the Kawartha Conservation 
watershed overlaps the Region of Durham. Other conditions may apply.
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EVENTS AT

To register for workshops please call 
905-985-2539

174 Mary Street, Port Perry

Mondays and 
Wednesdays 

7:30 to 9:00 p.m.

Meditation
with Brenda

October 1st
Brenda at Kaleidoscope 

Wednesdays and 
Thursdays for 

Tarot Readings

October 4th
10:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
Mother and Child 

Meditation Group
Also Secrets of Life –

a workshop with Brenda based 
on the book “The Secret”

October 7th

Crystals
and Stones –

Their Power to Heal
6 week course with Kim

October 7th
Tuesdays

Jude at Kaleidoscope 
all day on Tuesdays for

Palm and 
Tarot Readings

October 9th

Am I Psychic? 
A workshop to assist 

you in developing your 
psychic ability

OCTOBER WORKSHOPS

As an international speaker and teacher, I have created and taught many 
inspirational self-development courses.  I am a Certified Psychotherapist and 
have developed a successful practice in Barrie over the past 8 years.  I work with 
people of all ages including individuals, couples and children, which has brought 
me great joy.  Unique to my practice I also offer life coaching and personalized 
mentoring programs.
With over 35 years of business experience in sales, marketing, accounting and 
human development I bring additional expertise to the business coaching I offer.   
Having recently married a local businessman, Ted Blanchard, I now reside in 
Port Perry and in doing so have opened a second office.  
My intention is to utilize all my expertise, gifts and talents to motivate and teach 
people to live their lives fully and freely.  The most important thing I’ve learned 
is:  Life isn’t about finding yourself, life is about creating yourself.

THE JULIE FLIPPIN CENTER – GETTING TO KNOW JULIE

OVERWHELMED BY STRESS?
New Counselling Group 
Wednesday October 1st

7:00 p.m.

8 sessions
$25 per week or $175 prepaid

First come first serve basis 
(limited group size)

To reserve your space call 

905-986-0006
Inquiries call: 

905-986-0257 or 905-986-0006
L.S. Chesebrough Whittick

BA MEd CCC

NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE 101

Naturopathic Medicine:
• A natural approach to health
•  Focuses on health promotion and disease 

prevention
•  Provides individualized solutions for you and 

your family’s primary health care needs

Treatments:
• Botanical, Homeopathic and Nutritional Medicine
• Acupuncture and Hydrotherapy
• Preventive Medicine and Lifestyle Counseling

Goals:
•  Promote the health and well-being of our entire 

community
• Provide healthcare options and education
•  Bring the best of Complementary and Alternative 

Medicine to the Port Perry area

Dr. Erika Buckley, BSc, ND
• Provincially licensed Naturopathic Doctor
• 5 years clinical experience
• Community health focused

Contact Dr. Buckley at 905-985-3624
175 North St. Port Perry

FOCUS - OCTOBER 2008  11   
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Integrative Health Centre
Sunleite
188 Mary Street, Port Perry

188 Mary St., Port Perry  
905-985-3303
www.sunleitehealth.ca
clinic@sunleitehealth.ca

                           Brenda M. Leite 
Licensed Doctor of Natural Medicine

* Natural Family Care    * Nutritional Medicine
* Manual Medicine Therapy    * Lifestyle Counseling

* Pain Management    * Addiction Management
* Isopathic Immunization Therapy    * Bowen Therapy     

Rebalancing Foot Spa and Energy Enhancement System
* Metaphysical Balancing

~ Breast & Full Body ~
Fibrocystic, large, enhanced or dense 
breasts do not interfere with the scan.

NO RADIATION 
OR COMPRESSION

Thermography may detect an issue 5 to10 years prior 

Be Informed About Cancer Prevention - 
Choose !ermography

www.breastthermography.ca

PROACTIVE HEALTH CARE

Introductory
thermography pricing
 to increase Dec. 1/08. 
Call now to book your 

appointment.

HERBAL MAGIC – LOST 44 LBS. IN 4 1/2 MONTHS
I’ve been overweight for most of my adult years. 
After trying many diet programs and failing, I decided to try one more. 
I chose Herbal Magic because I witnessed friends who were on the 
program and succeeding.
Herbal Magic had everything I was looking for: grocery store bought 
foods, one-on-one counselling and an individual program set just for 
me, that is nutritionally sound, safe and effective. I loved the program 
so much, I have now joined the team.
I wish I had known about Herbal Magic 15 years ago, I could have 
saved myself a lot of grief. I lost an average of 2 lbs. a week and it took 
me 4 1/2 months to lose 44 lbs. I feel healthy, confident and beautiful. 
Sonya Vanetten, 
Herbal Magic
14500 Simcoe St., Unit 6, Port Perry

Improving GLUTATHIONE can:

• Are you one of those people who crash at 2pm?                    
• Do you have inflammation issues?
If you answered “Yes” to either of these
questions then you need to try…

• Promote body’s own ability to produce 
& recreate Glutathione

• Dramatically raise your energy level
• Strengthen your immune system & 

cleanse cells
• Fight inflammation
• Improve athletic performance & recovery
• Improve mental function
• Reduce stress & enhance your 

sense of well-being
• Slow down the aging process

“The Glutathione Accelerator”

®

For more information…
www.maxmvp.
com/35381

After successfully operating Sunleite Integrative Health 
Center in Port Perry for two and a half years as a 
Practitioner of Natural Medicine, Brenda M. Leite 
has earned her Doctorate in Natural Medicine. This 
designation is recognized throughout North America 
and is licensed by the Examining Board of Natural 
Medicine Practitioners, which includes practitioners 
and doctors. “It has been a gratifying and busy two and 
a half years for all of us at the clinic”, Dr. Leite states, 
“as well as for me on a personal level. I am grateful 
for all of the support of my family, John Patterson and 
my children;  my incredible staff, Jayne Manwaring, 
Penny Reid, Brenda Stevenson and Pamela Beach; the 
community of Port Perry and surrounding areas. Word 
of mouth is our most valuable promotion tool and 
we appreciate the good words and testimonials of our 
clients, which have allowed our business to grow by leaps 
and bounds! We have seen many individuals who have 
worked hard to make changes in their life and who have 
worked with natural medicine to achieve health goals 
they never dreamed possible.” 

It is obvious, upon entering the clinic; there is  profes-
sionalism, high quality care and compassion. The clinic 
is an asset for Port Perry. 

Check out their website for more information at 
www.sunleitehealth.ca.

Sunleite Integrative Health Centre
188 Mary St., Port Perry
905-985-3303

BUSY BUT GRATIFYING TWO AND A 
HALF YEARS FOR SUNLEITE

PAID ADVERTORIAL –

12  FOCUS - OCTOBER 2008   
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NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR
Dr. Erika Buckley BSc, ND

! A natural approach to family 
health care

! Individualized treatment of your 
health concerns

! Treatments include: botanical, 
nutritional, & lifestyle medicine; 
acupuncture; homeopathy; 
& hydrotherapy

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Dwayne Hooper BSc, DC

! Relief for back, neck, joint & muscle 
pain, & headaches…

! Treatment of sports, work, accident 
injuries, & arthritic pain

! Gentle & safe treatments including 
rehab and custom orthotics

905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry

REGISTERED MASSAGE 
THERAPIST
Erin Smith RMT

! Therapeutic treatments of overuse 
& repetitive strain injuries

! Natural hands-on treatment for 
acute-chronic pain, relaxation, 
& stress 

! Experienced with pre- and post-
natal massage & infant massage

New patients of all ages welcome –
Services covered by many extended health plans.

ACUPUNCTURE IS AWESOME FOR STRESS RELIEF!
Ideally having your mind, body and soul in balance is an almost perfect state 
to be in, however staying connected to the simple things in life and living 
in the present become hard to do with life’s everyday stresses. Balancing 
pressures and deadlines at work, problems with loved ones, the need to pay 
the bills all lead to over work, lack of sleep and physical illness that put stress 
on the body.
Thus we can see the importance of feeding our mind, body and soul 
regularly with good things so that we counter act stresses. Take the time for 
yourself and de-stress with acupuncture. 
Acupuncture is very relaxing (in fact most people fall asleep during a 
treatment), it restores the body’s equilibrium, increases blood flow and “life 
force chi or energy” to all parts of the body to help itself.
Call Susanne today to book your complimentary consultation.
Healing Points
Food Basics Plaza, 1894 Scugog St., Port Perry
905-244-4336   

Have a hard time 
losing weight or 
controlling cravings?

The key to losing weight & body fat 
is by lowering your Leptin levels.

Participants at the University of 
Connecticut lost an average of:
•  21.5 lbs. of Body Fat in 

8 weeks!               
• 3.96 inches off their waist               
• 3.28 inches off their hips                    
• 1.20 inches off each thigh

To find out more…         
www.maxmvp.com/35381               
905-985-8590

Connecticut lost an average of:

• 3.96 inches off their waist               
• 3.28 inches off their hips                    
• 1.20 inches off each thigh

To find out more…         
www.maxmvp.com/35381

New Revolutionary Weight Loss

FOCUS - OCTOBER 2008  13   
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FALL MADNESS SALE
Port Perry’s Lake Winds Spa is pleased to extend our

Manicures starting at $26 
Pedicures starting at $41
Facials starting at $63 • Waxing starting at $9
Massages starting at $40

•   Swedish Massages:
30 min. ONLY $40 (reg. $48)
60 min. ONLY $75 (reg. $85)
90 min. ONLY $110 (reg. $125)

PLUS AN AMAZING 50% OFF
LASER HAIR REMOVAL 
AND PHOTOFACIALS!

25% off
ALL SERVICES

*exluding RMT massage

 (reg. $125)

OFF

56 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-7727 (SPAS)

1-877-711-7727 (SPAS)
www.lakewindsspa.caHealth & Beauty Spa

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

KALEIDOSCOPE 
Kaleidoscope offers a beautiful selection of inspiring 
New Age products for body, mind and spirit. 
We have an extensive collection of books, CD’s, 
stones, crystals, candles, jewellery and giftware. 

Come in and check out our colourful and funky 
clothing and accessories, and new to the store is 
our fantastic plus size clothing line.

We are very excited to introduce our
workshops and seminars. Mediations, palm 
and tarot card readings, spiritual learning 
experiences and much more are offered at this 
gem of a store. 

Come in or call for more information and 
be sure to ask about our new preferred customer 
service card.

Kaleidoscope
174 Mary St. Port Perry
905-985-2539

I Lost 44 lbs. in 4 1/2 months!

THANK
YOU

SCUGOG
for voting us   

    #1
for Weight Loss.
Because of your 

generosity, 
we are offering 

50%OFF
our weight loss 

programs.

Expires October 31, 2008

Sonya

14500 Simcoe St., Unit 6, Port Perry  •  905-985-1084

Before …

… After

Did you know…
ACUPUNCTURE
is available right here in Port Perry.

Treat the following ailments:
~ stress & tension
~ pain management
~ sciatic nerve
~ carpal tunnel
~ insomnia
~ allergies    

…  and many more

Complimentary Consultation
Call Susanne 905 244 4336
1894 Scugog Street, (Food Basics Plaza)
Port Perry
Tuesdays, ! ursdays and Fridays: 8am - 8pm by appointment only.

Susanne Schmid
A!"#"$!%"&'(%

A
C
U
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R
E

Healing PointsHealing PointsHealing PointsHealing Points
Acupuncture
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The Center
N O W  A V A I L A B L E  I N  P O R T  P E R R Y

905-985-1011     www.thejuliefl ippincenter.com     1-877-730-6914

Est. 2000

“Creating The Life 
I was Meant To Live”

Based on the Law of Attraction,
Understanding My Present Reality versus Living My Dream

Course Starts Saturday, October 18
10:00 am  to  4:00 pm

Tuesdays, October 21 & 28,   November 4 & 11
7:00 pm  to  9:00 pm

$100.00 per person (value $300.00)

COURSE CO!SPONSORED BY BLANCHARD SERVICES, PINERIDGE IMPRESS AND THE JULIE FLIPPIN CENTER

Julie has developed a successful 
practice counselling individuals, 
couples and children.

specializes in business and life 
coaching.

Julie Flippin

Psychotherapist

“ ”

YOUR HEALTH CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Hooper emphasizes that Chiropractic 
offers a holistic approach to health.  With 
health defined as a state of complete physical, 
mental and social well-being or more simply 
put: “optimizing your body, mind, and spirit”.  
Dr. Hooper’s gentle treatments help to 
optimize all aspects of your health through 
Chiropractic adjustments, stretches, exercise, 
and lifestyle counselling.  Patient surveys 
have shown Chiropractic treatments to 
improve patient’s general well-being and 
many athletes rely on Chiropractic to improve 
their performance. 
Start to experience for yourself the benefits 
that Chiropractic care can provide to your 
body, mind, and spirit by contacting 
Dr. Hooper at:
905-985-3624
175 North St. Port Perry

She is an expert in rock solid nails,
ideal for hairdressers and women 
hard on their nails, eyelash extensions, 
make-up and much more.

186 Casimir St., 
Port Perry
905-985-9130

  BEST PRICES IN TOWN!

Nails & Spa

Rhonda’s

PLEASE WELCOME
CARRIE SULLIVAN 

Call to book your appointment with Carrie today!

FOCUS - OCTOBER 2008  15   
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 You don’t need to trek all over 
Canada to get a feel for its scenic 

views or its pristine natural wild-
life. All you need to do is take a walk 
through Karen Richardson’s home art 

studio. Suddenly, you’ll feel as if you 
actually hiked along the rocks in New-

foundland or climbed the mountains in 
Saskatchewan or embraced the snowy 

blizzards in Algonquin Park. 
      Filled with breathtaking watercolour 
paintings of peaceful landscapes, vibrant 

foliage and stunning architecture, her stu-
dio will whisk you off to a remote world of 
tranquility and beauty. 

         This world is what Karen refers to as 
“natural paradise,” and it has become the 
inspiration behind much of her work. “I am 

constantly in an instinctive 
search for peaceful places,” she 
explains. “I’m inspired by places 
that aren’t visually busy and 
that have dramatic landscapes.” 
Karen refers to her busy schedule 
and the hustle and bustle of ev-
eryday life as a means of justify-
ing her passion for evoking soli-
tude in her artwork. “Art, for me, 
is a retreat,” she says, “and I think 
other people connect with that.”  
     Karen jokes that you won’t ever 
catch her painting raging storm 
waves. Rather you’re likely to find 
her hard at work recreating what 
she identifies as “beautiful reflec-
tions” of nature. Her travels and 

Local artist Karen Richardson captures  
the essence of Canadian landscapes 
through her award winning watercolours

Playing With Colour

Karen Richardson is seen here in her Port Perry studio, and above, is Karen’s painting “Cuban Rhythms,” which was created after visiting Cuba in 2007.
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her childhood growing up in a 
small village outside of Algon-
quin Park certainly instilled for 
Karen an undeniable attraction 
to the untainted state of the en-
vironment. 
 Her voice fills with both 
excitement and intrigue as she 
recalls her recent travels to the 
Yukon and the North West Ter-
ritories. “It’s called the Serengeti 

of the North,” she says with a laugh, before raving about 
all the wildlife she and her husband, John, encountered. 
“Elk, Grizzly bears, they were all there!”
 While Karen’s art is greatly influenced by her child-
hood living up north and her thrilling explorations, her 
artistic flare is something she describes as “instinctive.”
 For as long as Karen can remember, she has been com-
pelled to express her talents through all sorts of creative 
outlets. As a child, she says she was always “cutting and 
pasting, colouring and writing,” and, as she grew into 
a young woman, she found a special solace in pottery, 
stained glass, wood working, cooking and gardening. 
More recently; however, Karen has also discovered a sur-
prising sense of enjoyment in teaching. 
 “At first it was somewhat difficult to verbalize what 
was always instinctive,” she explains, “but I’ve discov-
ered that if a student has an inborn interest in art, then 
they have the patience to do whatever it takes to learn.” 
 Over the course of the fall and winter, Karen offers 
three sessions (each session consists of six, three hour 
classes) of intermediate watercolour classes at Meta4 Gal-
lery on Queen Street. Starting this fall, she will also be of-
fering more intimate classes from her home studio. 
 However, watercolour is not the only medium Karen 
specializes in. Perspective drawings of homes and unique 
architecture have made up of much of her commissioned 
work. Over her artistic career, Karen has commissioned 
over 100 customized art pieces for clients, with a focus 
primarily on estates, private homes, cottages, farms and 
commercial buildings.
 Karen’s architectural drawings have won her much 
acclaim. Not only was her watercolour painting “Cuban 
Rhythms” honoured with an Award of Excellence by the 
Town of Ajax and PineRidge Arts Council at their 9th An-
nual Juried Show, but she was also selected to produce 
custom paintings for many popular corporations. 
 She was granted the opportunity to create a waterco-
lour depiction of the new campus at the University of On-
tario Institute of Design, and has also custom paintings for 
Beatrice Foods, Ontario Casino Corp., and the Port Perry 
Community Memorial Hospital. 
 As Karen explains the drawing process, it’s simply in-
credible to see how concise and intricate the detailing and 
measurements have to be to create a perspective illustra-
tion. 
 But such precise steps are what make the finished illus-
trations so captivating and unbelievably close to the look 

of a photograph. Karen works 
hand-in-hand with her clients to 
ensure her watercolour creations 
perfectly capture the personal el-
ement that initially drew the cli-
ent to the space or landscape.
  However, personal photo-
graphs are not the only options 
for clients interested in Karen’s 
customized work. Karen says it’s 

Blushing Beauties painted in 2006

Shipwreck Point painted in 2007

5th ANNIVERSARY OPEN HOUSE

INDEPENDENT RETIREMENT LIVING

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2008 ~ FROM 2 TIL 4

THE COURT AT BROOKLIN

Turn to page 18
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very common for clients to look through her travel photo albums 
and sketch books for inspiration and ideas and, sometimes, for 
an exact scene or object.  
 Karen also takes part in two spring and fall showcases, 
which allow her to display her creations and connect with other 
artists. The Lake Scugog Spring Studio Tour takes place in May, 
Showcase of the Arts will take place in November. As a member 
of the Scugog Council for the Arts, Karen works as editor of the 
SCA newsletter and she plays a key role in planning and co-or-
dinating the art show. 
 “I always look forward to the shows and tours because they 
allow the opportunity to connect with strangers and friends,” 
says Karen, as she explains that painting is often considered a 
very solitary practice. “Feedback really is what reinforces the 
excitement in my art.” She refers to what she describes as the 
best feeling in the world, “when someone looks at a picture and 
shows their enthusiasm and says ‘Oh, I’ve been there, isn’t it 
beautiful?’”
 Karen’s art creations have certainly connected with people. 
Since her start with watercolour in 1986, she has sold over 400 
paintings in 19 different countries. 
 She continues to pursue an active lifestyle, including vig-
orous travels throughout Canada and overseas, to ensure her 
creations truly echo the exotic and vibrant feel of the natural 
world. She encourages those interested to book an appointment 
and tour her spectacular studio and gallery in her home in Port 
Perry. 
 For further information, visit her web site at: www.karenrich-
ardson.ca or email  mail to: karen.richardson@sympatico.ca.  

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog 

9th Annual Cartwright Fall Festival
     Saturday, October 4, 2008

Mini-Pumpkin Catapult Contest
Pumpkin Contest, Ultimate Challenge,

Celebrity Baseball Game with the Durham Radio Stars
Indian River Reptile Zoo, Beach Volleyball, 

Pony Rides, Chili Cook-off, Farmer’s Market
Silent Auction, Live Entertainment, Plus much more...

GATES OPEN AT NOON
Admission $8, 2-5yr $2, 

Under 2 Free

  www.cartwrightfields.ca

Continued from page 17

905-985-0715
170 Casimir St., Port Perry

wildfire@on.aibn.com
QUALITY FIREPLACES
Award Winning Products

FIREPLACE SOLUTIONS

There’s a chill 
in the air, 
so cozy up to 
great deals 
on Napoleon 
quality fireplaces.

Multiview Fireplaces

Wood Burning 

Stoves & Inserts

Direct Vent Fireplaces

14th Annual

Port Perry High School
160 Rosa Street, Port Perry • 905-985-8840

 (Free Parking)  

Antique Show & Sale
SAT., OCT. 18th

&  SUN., OCT. 19th
10:00 am - 4:30 pm  both days
Sponsored by P.P.H.S. Music Department

SAT., NOV. 15th
Christmas Craft Show
Sponsored by P.P.H.S. Arts Department

Over 21 Years Experience 
Designing Dream Kitchens.

Kitchens For All Budgets.
Silestone & Granite

Countertops
Drop In For Your 

Free Design Appointment
48 Water St., Port Perry

905-985-3767
www.green-apple.ca

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

131 North Port Rd., 
Port Perry

905.985.8707
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- to the caring volunteers, local businesses and com-
munity for their support to Community Care Durham-Scu-
gog “Tag Day” held recently. Thanks to the community’s 
generosity $11,400 was raised to help provide on-going 

services such as Meals-on-Wheels, transportation, friendly visit-
ing, and foot care. Way to go Scugog!

to Ontario’s antiquated “Beer Store” system which 
gouges the purchasers of suds in this province. After an 
unexpected visit to Hull, Quebec last month, I was as-
tounded to learn that a case of brand name beer in this 

part of Canada costs $20.84 in the local grocery stores, while it 
is almost double ($36.95) at Ontario Beer Stores. No wonder the 
beer companies want to keep Beer Stores as the only outlet for 
suds in this province! 

- to Ian and Paul Griffen of Lake Scugog Lumber, and 
site manager Roger Watson, for the attractive commercial 
site being constructing at the corner of Old Simcoe Road 
and Durham Road 8. As promised the locally born devel-

opers are constructing an up-scale plaza that is, without a doubt, 
the most attractive development of this style in the community. 
On behalf of everyone... thanks guys!!

to one of the proposals brought forward in the Port 
Perry Downtown Development Strategy earlier this year. 
The suggestion that the ball parks be removed from the 
lakefront for a more unobstructed open space is a bad one 

in our opinion. The ball parks and tennis court make the lakefront 
functional for locals all week long during the summer, while from 
Palmer Park to Birdseye centre is open to tourists and daytrip-
pers. It would be a shame to see them eliminated.

- to the realtors at Coldwell Banker RMR in Port Perry 
who have pledged to help the Port Perry Rotary Club with 
some of their many local and national projects. Each of 
the agents will contribute towards a $25,000 pledge to the 

- to the owners of Meta4 gallery for the attractive sign 
now gracing the eastern wall of their gallery on Queen St. 
The gals proved that persistence and patience is indeed 
a virtue when working with government. The large sign 

board which has displayed nothing but aging plywood for end-
less months now promotes numerous organizations and institu-
tions available to the public in Scugog Township. Job well done. 
Congratulations for not giving up!

to the losers who found it necessary to steal some 
of the lettering off the wall of the Kent Farndale Gallery at 
the Scugog Memorial Library. It appears that absolutely 
nothing is sacred in today’s society and although the re-

moval of lettering at the library may seem a trivial issue by itself, 

buildings and gravestones turned over. Where will it end? 

Thumbs 4TH ANNUAL

Fine Craft and 
Visual Art 

Exhibition and Sale
November 1 & 2, 2008

10am to 5pm
Enjoy light lunch and snacks!

Scugog Community Centre
Port Perry

www.scugogarts.ca

Showcase of the Arts
is presented by Scugog 

Council for the Arts and 
Township of Scugog

Platinum Sponsor: 
Baagwating Community Association
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‘for the record’

for the record...

1.  What you liked about living in Port Perry?

2.  What is your favourite pass 
time when not working or volun-
teering?

3.  Something you use every day, or can’t 
live without?

4.  What person do you 
admire and would like to 
meet?

5.  What’s groups do you enjoy 
working for as a volunteer?

6.  What was your favourite job during your 
working career?

7.  What’s one thing you would never 
give up?

you met while living in Scugog?

9. If money were no object, what would 
you like to see in Port Perry?

10. What’s something you’ll never forget 
about your ten years in Scugog?
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 Vandals struck at the new board walk in Rotary Environmental Park 

Not willing to let the paint weilding vandals get ahead of them, a group 
of Rotarians and township staff, including Karl Herder, John Richardson 
Steve Bull, Justin Hockley and Matt Stewart power washed the symbols 

-

Photo courtesy of Karen Richardson

I N T E R I O R S  B Y

Custom 
window treatments
• Draperies

  • Blinds
  • Shutters

Custom sewing
  • Bedspreads
  • Slipcovers
  • Upholstery

Call for an
appointment

INTERIORS BY LORELEI
Showroom
10 Brock St. E., Uxbridge  •  905-852-1732

Swain Farm Fresh Beef …
       The Passion for Beef

A Family Tradition Since 1892
Your local beef farmers in Durham Region. 
Providing top quality, natural, locally grown 

beef, delivered from our home to yours. 

Preferred Packages

905-986-0447    
www.swainbeef.ca

BUY LOCAL!  BUY ONLINE!
DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

Country Comforts  $140
Family Variety  $120

BBQ Time  $140
Check our online store for more packages.

Build your own package with your 
favourite products (starting at $100)

100% Pure
Beef Burgers
Quarters &

Sides Available
Natural,
Delicious,

Convenient!

swainbeef.ca
Aged a

minimum of 14 days to ensuresuperb tenderness& flavour

BOOKS GALORE & MORE
175 Perry Street, Port Perry

905-985-8645
booksgalore@powergate.ca

Meet Margaret Webb
Author of Apples to Oysters
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PORT PERRY CURLING CLUB
MARKS THE BIG ‘5-0’

 Port Perry is extremely support-
ive of all its community initiatives 
and no where is this more evident 
then in curling, a sport which is cel-
ebrating a landmark anniversary.
 I had the pleasure of meeting 
with Dorene Ashbridge and Ted 
Griffen, who were involved in Port 
Perry’s early days of curling and 
was amazed at the history this sport 
has in our town. The Curling Club 
officially began in Port Perry in 
1954 in an old arena behind where 
the CIBC now stands.
 The arena was primarily used 
for hockey, but that would not de-
ter the likes of Ted Griffen, Howard 
Hall and others. In fact, Dorene told 
me the story of how crooked the ice 
really was and to compensate Ted 
would throw a rock much harder 
than was normally necessary. 
 She started to laugh and I knew 
a story was coming. “One time,” 
she began, “Ted threw a rock so 
hard that when it hit another one it 
shattered to pieces.” You could tell 
the memories flow back into Ted 
and Dorene’s minds as the tale un-
folded.
 It is hard to believe that 54 
years has gone by and that 2008 
marks the 50th anniversary of the 
new curling rink, on Old Simcoe 
Street. Both Dorene and Ted remi-
nisced about the days the rink was 
built. Howard (a former Mayor of 
Port Perry) and Grant MacDonald 
were very instrumental in kicking 
off the project. 
 Once it was decided to build a 

 Ted Griffen and Dorene Ashbridge, two longtime members of the Port Perry Curling Club sat down and 
-
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Please turn to page 25
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Port Perry Community Curling Club
ANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARYof the

on theCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS

20081958 14325 Simcoe Street
 Port Perry

905-985-7341

from all your friends at

THINKING OF TAKING UP CURLING?
Check out our great selection of 

curling equipment, accessories and clothing.

ROGER B. MOASE 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

175 North Street, Port Perry
905-985-8893

CMS WEB SOLUTIONS
905-982-0450

www.cmswebsolutions.com

HOWEY  KITCHEN, 
BATH & INTERIORS

64 Water Street, Port Perry
905-985-8722
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DID YOU KNOW?
Scottish settlers brought the sport of curling to Canada. 
They made curling “rocks” from wooden blocks, and 
later shaped them from stones. A mid-nineteenth century 
‘stone’ of smoothed burled wood was 26cm in diameter x 
11.9cm high. A metal and wooden handle (12cm long) is 
attached to the top of the stone. Metal plugs were inserted 
in the wood to provide weight.
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A SURE SHOT EVERY TIME!

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry
For an appointment call:

905-985-8363

The time is nearing for winter sports and it’s time to look after those 
persistent aches and pains.

We have many services to offer you:
Physiotherapy, Massage Therapy, Acupuncture, Bracing and Orthotics.

Call us today for your individualized assessment.
Evening and early morning appointments available.

No referral necessary.

Christian, Troan & MayesChristian, Troan & Mayes
Registered Massage Therapists

28 Water Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-9203
REHABILITATION, PAIN & STRESS MANAGEMENT

Congratulations on your 50th Anniversary

Suite 1 
1 Brock Street East
Uxbridge L9P 1P6
905-852-9714
www.bdo.ca

Ralph Fairman
Broker

1894 Scugog Street, Port Perry
905-985-9777

R.M.R.
REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Port Perry Community Curling Club
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DID YOU KNOW?
Here in Port Perry, curling has played 
an important part in the town’s 
recreational activities since the 

although the exact location has  
not been determined.
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A few of the early bonspiel team winners. Top photo, Peel Poultry 
winners, Ken Murray, Ron Peel, Bob Kenny, Bill Beare, Sr., John 
Ballard. Ladies team from 1965; Carnegie Bonspiel 1968, Gord 
Carnegie, Bill Cornish, Chuck Bathie and Gord Goode, Sr. and 
at bottom a winning team from the ladies curling league during 
the 1960s.

curling rink, the community jumped on the bandwagon. The site was 
owned by Bob Kenny, who operated a mink farm nearby. He donated 
a piece of his property and Scugog Lumber and Coal Company, owned 
by Ted, looked after the footings.
 Construction was underway, but the group needed money for the 
concrete block walls. The amount was $10,000 and it was decided that 
ten of the members would approach the bank for a thousand dollar 
loan each. Ted remembers Howard saying, “They’ll never give me that 
much.” But to everyone’s surprise the CIBC (the only bank in town at the 
time) came through and the walls were erected.
 The entire project was funded by members of the club and the rink 
was built at a cost of $52,000. When the building was nearly completed 
and they were waiting for the ice it was time for a celebration. According 
to Ted, a bunch of the ‘boys’ finished a bottle of whiskey and, in their 
inebriated state, decided to bury the bottle in the ground just before the 
ice pad was built.
 Ted laughed as he told me how people searched for that bottle in the 
1990’s, when they were replacing the ice pad. “They never did find it,” he 
said, grinning as his mind wandered back in time.
 The club was divided into mens and ladies leagues and the first two presi-
dents were Margaret Hayes and Austin (Chuck) Bathie. The annual dues were 
a staggering twenty dollars and the curling rink became the center of entertain-
ment for the Port Perry community during the cold winter months. 
 The population of Port Perry in those days was around 2,500 and the curl-
ing club was the social hub of activity for the entire community.  Lady members 
would bake goods for sale with the proceeds going to fund the club as well as the 
building.
 To continue raising funds the club decided to hold bonspiels and contacted 
local businesses to obtain sponsorships. The first of these was held on Boxing 
Day and one followed every Saturday throughout the winter, complete with 
music and a dance. Dr. Matt Diamond was the first to sponsor a bonspiel and a 
trophy bearing his name is still in existence today.
 It was a great time and everyone would make their way to the new rink to 
dance to the swingin’ tunes of the fifties and sixties and even those who did not 
curl, would come out to enjoy the entertainment. Many couples owe their rela-
tionships to those Saturday night dances at the Port Perry Curling Club. 
 The sport was so popular and the Port Perry Curling Club was so 
well received that more than twenty-five curlers from Brooklin made the 
trek each week to curl at the local rink. There have been a number of 
great curlers who have emerged from Port Perry and gone on to win 
provincial championships.
 Another great landmark came in 1996 when the lady curlers insisted 
that smoking be banned from the rink. Most men were in agreement and 
the age old tradition of smoking while curling, ceased. 
 Dorene remembers that day, “I laughed so hard when I saw Lindsay 
Death sweeping with a pipe in his mouth and the ashes were falling all 
over the ice.” 
 The Port Perry Curling Club has become an integral part of our com-
munity and has changed the lives of many people. Congratulations to all 
the members, especially those who were there in the early days.
 On behalf of the community, Focus on Scugog extends congratula-
tions to all members, past and present, and extend best wishes for the 
best season in 50 years.

By Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

Come celebrate 50 years 
of curling October 25, 26
at Port Perry Curling Club

Continued from page 22
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Lumber Division 
(905) 985-7391

www.lakescugoglumber.com

Roof Truss Division 
(905) 985-9716

Congratulations 
Port Perry 

Community Curling Club
on your 50th Anniversary.

“Keep on Rockin’”

144 Queen Street, Port Perry • 905-985-4427

Scugog Realty Ltd. 
Brokerage

BRETT PUCKRIN
AACI, P. App

Sales Representative

KEITH PUCKRIN
Broker

1918 Scugog St., Port Perry
905-985-2451

PORT PERRY COMMUNITY
CURLING CLUB
              on your
50th Anniversary

Get the best 
seat in the house for 
your reclining comfort 

after the game.
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DID YOU KNOW?
In January 1922, Port Perry opened a new skating 
arena on Lilla St. (Simcoe St.) with two ice pads for 
curling, one on each side of the skating pad. This was 
home for curlers until about 1946 when it was torn 
down. A second new arena opened in January 1951 
and curlers used this Water St. facility until the present 
curling rink located on Bay St. was opened.
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 The other day, in the grocery 
store, I wandered by the Food 
Bank bin and looked at the 
cans of non-perishable foods. 
It made me wonder what hap-
pens to these goods. So I did a 
little digging and discovered 
that Scugog Township has 
a well organized food bank, 
which services more than 500 
people a month.
 I was curious what sort of 
infrastructure this service had 
and contacted Anne Wannink-
hof and Kathryn Gundry, two 
of the organizers of the Scugog 
Food Bank. I was amazed to 
learn that the group has more 
than 30 volunteers who do ev-
erything from pick up the food 
to handing it out.

 Among the volunteers are 
Fred and Doris McMahon, Don 
Pritchett and Bryan Gollop, who 
spend time each month driving 
to various locations to pick up 
the food donated by the gener-
ous residents and businesses 
of our community. Places like 
Independent Grocer, Sobeys, 
Food Basics and Hank’s Pas-
tries are regular pick up points, 
as is the high school where stu-
dents from the cooking class 
make such delicacies as soups 
and baked goods specifically 
for the Food Bank. Each year 
many organizations, such as 
Tim Horton’s and the Car Club, 
have specific food drives to sat-
isfy the busy period between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

 I asked what happens if peo-
ple from other areas drop by. 
“We never turn anyone away,” 
Anne answered. “We explain 
about other food banks closer 
to where they live and ask them 
to go there in the future, but no 
one leaves empty handed.”
 The great work these volun-
teers do has made this charity 
self sufficient within Scugog. 
Operating under the umbrella 
of Operation Scugog, they in-
teract with other Food Banks in 
and around the GTA and share 
statistics, but have never had to 
rely on other operations to send 
food our way. 
 In the 26 years the Food Bank 
has been in existence, they have 
been in three locations and for-

tunately have outgrown the 
last two. The operation is now 
located in a large trailer, next to 
the Victory Christian Center on 
Alma Street, just off Old Simcoe 
Rd. and Hwy. 7A. In fact, the 
entire Scugog community is in-
vited to attend a three day open 
house on Oct. 10-12th. 
 Remember it is Thanksgiving 
so bring lots of non perishable 
foods. Then, when you sit down 
for your turkey dinner, you will 
know that your generosity has 
helped many needy people in 
our community so they too can 
enjoy a bit of  Thanksgiving 
cheer.

Photo and story by 
Jonathan van Bilsen

Focus on Scugog

Food Bank volunteers, from left, Anne Wanninkhof, Fred McMahon, Doris McMahon, Don Pritchett, Kathryn Gundry, Bryan Gollop.

 General Dentists: Dr. Kevin Dunkerley       Dr. Tushar Mahendra
Dr. Sandro Del Rosso     Dr. Meetu Mahendra

Orthodontist: Dr. Bob Boyko
        Periodontist: Dr. Farah Walji

Serving Port Perry for more than 28 years

462 Paxton St., Port Perry
Located across from the hospital 

in the Medical Associates building

905-985-8459

EVENING
APPOINTMENTS

AVAILABLE

New Patients & Emergencies Welcome

•  H O M E
•  A U T O 
•  B U S I N E S S 
•  L I F E
•  T R A V E L
•  H E A L T H

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons, Owner/Broker
1564 King Street E. (Hwy. #2)
Courtice
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

905-436-9090

™

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

ThaNKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE
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INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
HOME RENOVATIONS

SNOW PLOWING
SALTING/SANDING

BOBCAT/MINI HOE SERVICES

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090

or cell: 905-261-7840

Thinking 
of things 

you need done 
this winter?

THINK 
OF US!

Am I Covered?Bryan 

RANSOM

Agriculture
Health Care
Environment
Manufacturing
Energy
Childcare

Real Representation on:

www.bryanransom.ca
bryan@bryanransom.ca

1-866-956-VOTE
Authorized by the Offi cial Agent for the Bryan Ransom Campaign.

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

IT’S POWERFUL.
        IT’S EASY TO USE.
    IT’S EXACTLY WHAT YOU ASKED FOR.

The new Sc2400 provides the power, durability and 
innovation you expect from two experienced companies. 
Featuring an effi cient drivetrain with a powerful diesel 
engine, the Sc2400 gives you big tractor power in the 
body of a smaller sub-compact. But the real beauty of 
the Sc2400 is that it was created by listening to you. 
Every detail – from Shift-On-The-Go® technology to 
extra work lights – was designed to make you say, 
“This is exactly what I’ve been looking for.”

BEYOND THE EXPECTED.
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 Abel W. Ewers came from the Unit-
ed States and opened a carriage building 
shop in Whitby. He moved to Fitchett’s 
Corners, now the hamlet of Manchester, 
and became one of the early settlers of 
the community in 1844. Ewers opened 
a carriage maker’s shop in the small 
settlement and continued his trade for 
many years. At this time, the communi-
ty had become a major grain-handling 
center. 
 Ewers prospered, and in 1847 he and 
his wife Rhoda Munro purchased the 
200-acre parcel of land that contained 
this property. He also took an early 
interest in the administration of the 

community and became the Reeve of 
Reach Township in 1855. He held this 
position several times, serving his final 
term in 1877. Over the years Ewers sold 
off portions of his property to other 
pioneer families including Hiram Lamb, 
Robert Munroe, James Leonard and 
Frederick Graham. Ewers maintained 
this one-and-a-quarter acre parcel until 
1876.  
 This impressive yellow brick house 
was built sometime in the late 1860s.  
The home has many of the architectural 
features of the homes of the more 
comfortably successful businessmen 
of the period; eaves with generous 

ThisOld House

This 1877 sketch of Abel Ewers historic home in Manchester was 
brought to life in the above painting by local artist Karen Richardson.

 A yellow outline on this map of 1877 Manches-
ter, shows the Abel Ewers property, at the corner 
of Brook St. and 7A Hwy. (Queen St.)
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overhangs and returns, and decorated with double brackets. 
These double brackets are also to be seen on the roof of the front 
bay. The home originally had four chimneys to accommodate 
the fireplaces that kept the home comfortable in the winter 

months. The illustration of the house in 
the 1877 Ontario County Atlas shows a 
verandah extending completely around 
the west facing front and the north 
side (previous page). The roof of this 
verandah served as a walkway for early 
morning or late evening strolls around 
the two sides of the home. 
 When his wife Rhoda died 
in 1873, Ewers became the first 
of three successive owners whose 
wives died leaving them to occupy 
the home as widowers. 

 The second owner Samuel H. Christian, another local 
merchant, bought the house from widower Ewers in 1876. 
Christian, also active in community affairs became the 
Reeve of Reach Township in 1886. Christian’s wife left him 
a widower in January 1884.  Abel Ewers died in 1894 at the 
age of 84.
 Joseph Baird and his wife Matilda Kenning purchased 
the home from Christian in 1890. Even though Matilda 
died in 1923 at age 70, Joseph continued to live in his home 
until his death on January 2, 1934. He was 78 years old. At 

that point, the home passed to one of his sons, Hubert K. Baird. 
Hubert lived here until he sold it to Minnie Merrick for $3,000 
on September 11, 1950. The ownership of this comfortable 
home then passed through a number of owners before being 
bought by George and Adeline Blayone in 1971. The Blayones 
raised their children and lived here for a full quarter century 
before selling it to Daphne Baines in August 1996.
 This past summer the Baines listed their attractive historic 
Manchester home for sale for but took it off the market before 
summer’s end.

By J. Peter Hvidsten

Interior pictures of this home were provided courtesy of David Sachko and show the large beautiful rooms in this historic Manchester home. 

Samuel Christian
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 These two pictures, taken in July 2008 show the exterior of this once 
majestic house as it looks today. Many of its original features remain, but 
the large porch that extended across the front of the home and wrapped 
around the west side disappeared years ago. The painting by Karen Rich-
ardson of Port Perry on page 29, provides an opportunity to visualize how 
the house looked not long after it was built during the 1860s.

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

• Windows
• Doors
• Siding
• Sunrooms

A two-hour 
music journey 
back in time, when 
the variety television 
and radio shows ruled 
the airways. Canadian Fid-
dle Champion Scott Woods 
and his band perform traditional 
country, gospel and swing music 

a generous dose of humour. 
Don’t miss this family entertainment.

     Rolling Hills Public School
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2 

7:30 p.m.
Ticket Price - $20.00

  For information or tickets 

        905-277-2880 or 905-324-3941
          Proceeds to Janetville U.C.

A two-hour 
music journey 
back in time, when 
the variety television 
and radio shows ruled 
the airways. Canadian Fid-
dle Champion Scott Woods 
and his band perform traditional 
country, gospel and swing music 

a generous dose of humour.  
Don’t miss this family entertainment.

     Rolling Hills Public School
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2 
                     7:30 p.m.

Ticket Price - $20.00
  For information or tickets 

        905-277-2880 or 905-324-3941
          Proceeds to Janetville U.C.

Lisandras
Winemaking at its BEST
38 Water Street, Port Perry

905-985-1197

explore a world of wines

Now is the time 
to brew your wine

for Christmas.

Lisandras
Winemaking at its BEST
38 Water Street, Port Perry

explore a world of winesexplore a world of wines

to brew your wineto brew your wine
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Arthur J. Carnegie Residence
214 Bigelow Street, Port Perry

Year Built: 1915

-

-

-

SCUGOG OPENS ITS’ DOORS
Port Perry & Scugog Township

Greenbank Centennial Hall
19965 Hyw. 12, Greenbank

Year Built: 1868
-

-

-

Town Hall 1873
302 Queen Street, Port Perry

Year Built: 1873

-
-

-

Parrish Residence
324 Queen Street, Port Perry

-

Island Dance Studio
4 Rose Street, Port Perry

Year Built: 1854

-

Greenbank Centennial Hall
19965 Hwy. 12, Greenbank

Year Built: 1868

-

-

-

Caesarea Christian  
Fellowship Church

3625 Regional Road 57, 
Caesarea

Prince Albert United Church
23 Jeffrey St., Prince Albert

Year Built: 1866

-

 Of Downtown Port Perry 
 

181 Perry Street, Port Perry
Saturday: 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

Discover
Scugog’s
Heritage

Walking 
Tours

Hidden
Treasures

SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 4
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 Don’t miss this!  Classical pianists Oksana Hahn and 
Anthony Holt will be playing a selection of Franz 
Schubert’s music and will amaze you with their 
dexterity. These two great pianists will entice 
many classical music lovers to attend this 
concert, so get your tickets early.  All 
proceeds will go to help build an addi-
tion to St. John’s Presbyterian Church 
on Queen Street.
 Date:  Sunday, October 5  
 Time:  2:30 p.m.
 Location:  St. John’s Presbyterian Church, 
            319 Queen Street, Port Perry
 Tickets:  $15.00 each at Books Galore & More  
          and The Wee Tartan Shop, Port Perry

CLASSICAL PIANIST 
PLAYS SCHUBERT

Village
Standards for Living. Quality of Life.

Historic Waterfront
RETIREMENT LIVING

293 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-8660  •  1-800-248-0848

www.westshorevillage.com
e-mail: t.brandenburg@powergate.ca

DOUBLE SUITES • KITCHENETTES • PRIVATE DINING • HAIR SALON • MASSAGE THERAPY • EXERCISE FACILITY

SUITES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE
Lifelease bungalows and a 71-suite, full service 

retirement residence designed to meet your changing needs.
Call us for a tour, complimentary meal or overnight visit.

Visit Durham Region’s premier retirement community.

West Shore Village 
overlooking 

picturesque Lake 
Scugog in the 

charming town 
of Port Perry.  

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

 The “Undesirables” are coming to Greenbank!
 This refreshing and infectious song writing duo kick out heat 
like an old wood stove. Guitarist/harmonist Sean Cotton and 
lyricist/singer Corin Raymond deliver a brand new vibe - just the 
thing to kick off a brand new season of special concerts for the 
Greenbank Folk Music Society.
 Corin & Sean share a love of raw, unadulterated American 
roots music, guys like Howlin’ Wolf, Blind Willie McTell, and Slim 
Harpo, and a steady diet of southern sounds from gospel, old-
school R&B, rag and the music of New Orleans.
 In performance, “The Undesirables” are a mesmerizing unit. 
They perform with total commitment. Corin hand-delivers each 
lyric with entrancing conviction while Sean digs into the guitar 
with mastery and taste and their voices blend with sibling har-
mony.

-
ions frying on an iron skillet. Don’t miss this act!
 Date: Saturday, October 11 - 8:00 p.m. 
 Location: Greenbank Centennial Hall
 Tickets: $ 20 each - available at: Blue Heron Books,  
  Uxbridge, 905-852-4282 and 
  P O E Design, Port Perry, 905-985-0060  
  or phone 905-985-8351 to reserve tickets 

Undesirables in Greenbank

Sear
Tailoring &
Professional  
Alteration

905-982-1955
1869 Scugog St., Unit 4
Port Perry

16 Years Experience

A
uthorized by the official agent for Bev O

da.

RE-ELECT

www.votebevoda.ca

“Real Results for 
  Durham Families”

 Cut the GST to 5%
Created new tax credits for 
transit, kid’s sports, textbooks, 
tools and apprentices
Provided a $1200 Universal 
Child Care Benefit for every 
child under 6

52 Water Street, Port Perry
905-982-0338
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Did You 
Know?

D - Scugog 
Township has a composite 
Fire Department, composed 
of both full-time and volun-
teer firefighters. There are 
currently three full-time fire-
fighters who work out of the 
Port Perry station. A fourth 
full-time firefighter is sched-
uled to be hired in the near 
future. In addition there are 
more than 50 volunteer fire-
fighters between its Caesa-
rea and Port Perry stations. 
Fire services are available 24 
hours a day by calling 911.
 Scugog is indeed fortunate 
to have such a well trained and 
equipped fire department on 
which to call.

D - Durham 
Region Transit, established 
in January 2006, reached 
a milestone September 9 
when the 20 millionth rider 
was chosen from each of the 
communities the transit sys-
tem serves. The winner in 
Scugog was selected at 9:10 
a.m. at the Curts and Water 
Street bus stop. 
 The 20 millionth rider rep-
resenting Scugog was Sandra 
Egar, who received a DRT prize 
package including tickets.

Scugog helps Terry’s dream live

 Terry’s Team members, above, are always an inspi-
ration for the local participants and volunteers at the 
Port Perry Terry Fox Run and cheered loudly when 
their names were announced. This year’s group are, 
from left, front row – Tammy Horvath, Sammy Robbins, 
Rachel de Langley, Leslie Smith. Centre row – Mary 
Holt, Kim McCann, Mike Wallace, Jay Smith. Back row 

– Reg Philip, Don Sinclair, Jeff Blair, Caden Williamson 
(baby – team member) & dad Ryan.  
It takes a lot of volunteers to organize the Terry Fox 
Run and in the above at right are some volunteers 
from the Blackstock Lions Club. From back, Doug Day, 
Doug Benns, Carter Roberts and Eleanor Colwell.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

 After heavy rains all night, the sky cleared 
and more than 400 people showed up to take 
part in this year’s annual Terry Fox Run in Port 
Perry.
 Organizer Elizabeth McArthur was happy 
with the turnout despite having about 60 fewer 
participants than a year earlier. “We are so 
fortunate to have so many people participate 

year after year,” she said following the opening 
ceremonies.
 Early calculations show that this year’s 
Terry Fox Run brought in about $22,100.00 

year. Elizabeth expects the total proceeds to 
reach very close to last years amount by the 

Participants take off  for the start of the Terry Fox Run on foot, on wheels, skateboards and strollers.

 10.OCTOBER.40 pages   34 9/22/08   9:52:24 AM



Marilyn Beacock
Gus Brown Pontiac Buick GMC
10 Vanedward Drive,
Port Perry
905-985-8474

Amanda Jackson
Queen Beans Coffee House
Queen Street Commons
180 Queen Street, 
Port Perry
905-985-6980

Forever Friends Bridal
5 High Street,
Port Perry
905-982-7433
www.foreverfriendsbridal.com

Red Ribbon Restaurant
20-22 Water Street,
Port Perry
905-985-1210

Ooh La La Lingerie
143 Perry Street,
Port Perry
905-982-1143

Dianne Hooker
Coldwell Banker RMR Real Estate
1894 Scugog Street,
(Port Perry Plaza), Port Perry
905-985-7351 /  905-985-9777

Marnie Scott
The Cuddly Bunny
158 Water Street,
Port Perry
www.cuddlybunnycompany.com

Sandi Yokom
Bookkeeping Services
4 River Street,
Seagrave
905-985-8962

Flawless Dry Cleaners 
& Alterations
14500 Simcoe Street,
Port Perry
905-982-1122

Barb McIntyre
Village Stitchery
1621 King Street,
Prince Albert
905-985-2269

South Gate Dental Office
14500 Simcoe Street, 
Unit #4,
Port Perry
905-982-0134

Debi Lehman
Over Her Shoulder 
Designer Handbags
183 Casimir Street,
Port Perry
www.overhershoulder.com
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 Put on your poodle skirt and dust off that 
old record player because Prince Albert Public 
School is celebrating its 50th anniversary and 
they’re sending us back in time! The ceremony 
takes place on Friday, October 17 and it will 
bring generations together to commemorate the 
very same day in 1958 that the school officially 
opened in the community.  
 Not only will the night feature dazzling an-
tique cars and swingin’ 60s style games, includ-
ing the always amusing “sock hop,” but both 
the primary and intermediate students have 
plenty of festivities in store. 
 The school’s choir has been diligently prac-
ticing and preparing to entertain everyone and 
a special reunion band - a hybrid of both Port 
Perry High School students and Prince Albert’s 
intermediate students – will be making a rare 
performance.  
 This special performance is a feature the 
staff and students are especially excited about, 
as Prince Albert Public School is renowned par-
ticularly for its strong emphasis on the educa-
tional value of music. The department, itself, 
is headed by husband and wife team Rory and 
Marg Snider-McGrath and as Principal Eva 
Matthew explains, “they give the school a won-
derful edge.”  
 While Rory handles the music program at 
Port Perry High School, Marg leads the music 
department for the children at Prince Albert. 
The event’s reunion band, which goes by the 
name of “Vibe,” has been the result of their col-
laborative efforts. 

 The original public school in Prince Albert was built during the 1860s on Jeffrey Street, as 
a three-room school. In 1934 the school was remodelled, a basement added, and the building 
moved back from the street. In 1953 talk began about consolidating Prince Albert and Manches-
ter schools to help cope with student demand. The new Prince Albert Public School was of-

south wing of the school was removed and the building converted into a community centre.

The students of Prince Albert Public 
School... that’s who’s counting down the 
days until celebrations get underway for 

the school’s 50th anniversary party!

 Grant Hunter (left) will be on hand with former teacher Mary Taylor (centre) 
and Prince Albert Public School principal Eva Matthew later this month to help 

house onf Jeffrey Street, seen in photo below.

50 years  
old but  
who’s  
counting?
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What is specifically unique about this 
ceremonial presentation is the band’s use 
of African hand drums. Many of the stu-
dents will be playing these stimulating 
instruments and, as Eva insists, it prom-
ises to be a captivating experience for all 
those who attend!   
 Aside from the musical element of 
the night, staff and students have been 
working on various other projects in cel-
ebration of the school’s 50th year. Each 
and every classroom has been assigned a 
different decade to research and re-create 
through displays. The displays will pay 
tribute to the marvels of each time period 
and will certainly serve as a walk down 
memory lane for older generations.  
 And with the notion of memories in 
mind, staff and students are also in the 
process of designing a time capsule filled 
with all sorts of meaningful trinkets to 
be rediscovered in future generations. 
Interestingly, the school staff believes a 
time capsule was already created about 
30 years ago. However, its whereabouts 
remains a mystery. 
 The staff jokes that many ceiling tiles 
have been moved in search of its presence, 
but despite their best efforts, they have 
yet to locate it. Eva assures with a laugh 
that this new time capsule will definitely 
include a description of its location.
 But the new capsule’s resting site is 
far from the staff’s top priority. What re-
mains a challenge is finding the best way 
to capture the spirit of the school. It is un-
deniable that Prince Albert Public School 
represents so much more to the commu-

nity than simply a place of education. 
 As Eva explains, many of their cur-
rent students are walking the same halls 
that their parents and, in some cases, even 
their grandparents once walked. Because 
of the sentimental nature that surrounds 
the school and the link that exists between 
all sorts of generations, the school, itself, 
has become a symbol of family and com-
munity.  
 “There really is an ownership be-
tween the school and families,” says Eva. 
“All the families in the area are connected 
in some way or another and it seems that 
this school has become their connecting 
point.” 
 Mary Taylor understands this feel-
ing of connection that the school brings 
to the community. She has been a retired 
teacher of Prince Albert Public School for 
many years now, yet she finds herself 
more involved in the school than ever 
before. And that’s just the way she likes 
it! She has been one of the primary event 
planners for the upcoming anniversary 
and finds she is growing more and more 
fascinated with the history of the school.  
 Her latest project focuses on an inter-
view with Paul Arculus - a man who has 
lived in Prince Albert and who is prepar-
ing to give a historic tour of the area on 
the school’s anniversary. Mary will be 
working hand-in-hand with two grade 
eight students, Marley Pitts and Emily 
Goranson, and hopes to give the commu-
nity an inspirational story which captures 
the essence of Prince Albert.   
 Grant Hunter is the oldest student 

from the original school built prior to 
Prince Albert Public School. Known now 
as the Prince Albert Hall (see photo on op-
posite page), the school was eventually 
transformed into the institution it has be-
come today.
 Grant, who is now 92, was raised on 
the family farm just south of the present 
school. He recalls the old school on Jef-
frey St. was one room with a wood stove 
in the back corner 85 years ago. The addi-
tion to the south of the school was used 
for school activities, but never as a class-
room.
 Mr. Hunter recalls that his father, 
Alvin, sold the school board one acre of 
land from his ajacent farm to build the 
new Prince Albert Public School.
 Mary, along with Marley and Emily, 
decided to make a film based on an inter-
view with Grant. “We were able to learn 
about his duties as a young student and 
how he got to school every day,” she ex-
plains as she comments how much times 
have changed. 
 However, while the school may have 
progressed from its earlier days as Prince 
Albert Hall, it still maintains a rustic 
charm and an ode to traditional teaching 
methods. After 50 years of educational 
success and community admiration, 
Prince Albert Public School continues to 
be a warm and welcoming place for chil-
dren to learn and grow. 
 Let the celebration begin! 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

 

-

 
-

50th Anniversary Pendant
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  Some of Durham’s most talented art-
ists and artisans will be on hand for this 
year’s annual Showcase of the Arts which 
takes place early next month.
 The show, in partnership with the 
Township of Scugog and Scugog Coun-
cil for the Arts (SCA), presents the juried 
exhibition and sale of fine craft and visual 
art by SCA members each fall.
 Each spring, an independent jury se-
lects a fresh, exciting collection of exhibi-
tors for Showcase of the Arts, resulting 
in a dynamic and appealing collection of 
high caliber artwork. 
 Twenty-five talented artisans will dis-
play a variety of artistic creations includ-
ing paintings, photography, sculpture in 
wood and clay, jewellery, fibre, glass and 
more. Exhibitors will be on site to demon-
strate their techniques and discuss their 
creative processes.
 The SCA and Township of Scugog are 
pleased that visitors from near and far 
have voiced overwhelming approval of 
the show, praising the friendly volunteers 
and gifted exhibitors as well as the high 
quality, interesting variety and reason-
able prices of artwork displayed at the 
event. Proceeds from ticket sales are used 
to fund cultural initiatives in the local 
community.

 Among the Scugog area artists who 
will be exhibiting at Showcase of the Arts 
are: Ron Belton (acrylic paintings), Joanna 
Malcolm (watercolours), Pamela Meacher 
(Watercolours & Books), Dini & Barry 
Page (weaving and woodworking), Karen 
Richardson (watercolours) and Ray Young 
(woodturnings).
 In addition there will be 20 artists from 
all over Durham Region and as far away 
as Mississauga and Peterborough, show-
ing paintings, photography, jewellery, pot-
tery, silk clothing and teddy bears. Ten of 
the artists are exhibiting at Showcase of 
the Arts for the first time.
 Once again, this year’s show will be 
held in the spacious main hall of the Scu-
gog Community Recreation Centre, 1655 
Reach St. in Port Perry. Show dates are 
November 1 and 2, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on both days. There is a nominal admis-
sion fee; children 14 and under will be ad-
mitted for free when accompanied by an 
adult.
 For more information about Show-
case of the Arts or the SCA, please visit us 
on-line at www.scugogarts.ca, or contact 
Kenna Kozak, 905-985-4971, info@scugog-
chamber.ca, or Karen Richardson, 905-985-
7418, info@scugogarts.ca.

Scugog  presents a 
showcase for artists

 A glimpse of local artistic talent 
from Scugog Township will be on 
display next month at Ocala Winery, 
as the members of the Port Perry 
Artists’ Association present selec-
tions for their annual Christmas Art 
Show.
 An extensive variety of paintings 
in, acrylics, watercolour, oil, pastel 
and  mixed media, from  artists will 
be on display and for sale.
 Visitors are invited to come out 
and enjoy this beautiful country set-
ting atop the Oak Ridges Moraine. 
There will be painting demonstra-
tions and a free draw.  
 While visiting the show, why not 
enjoy a little wine tasting and bou-
tique shopping. The winery itself is 
housed within a renovated 100 year 
old, board and beam dairy barn. 
The processing area, barrel room, 
tank room, warehouse, lab, and 
tasting room are all on site.
 Ocala’s vineyard is made up of 
Riesling, Pinot Gris, Chardonnay, 
Auxerrios, Muscat, Vidal, Seyval, 
Baco Noir, Marechal Foch, Caber-
net Sauvignon, Merlot and Syrah. 
As new blocks of vineyard are plant-
ed not all varieties are in full produc-
tion.
 The artists will be featured at 
Ocala Winery, 971 High Point Road 
– Hwy. #12, 2 km south of Manches-
ter. Turn west onto Scugog Line 2, 
then north on Smith Side Rd.  Fol-
low the signs.
 The show runs for two days, 
Saturday and Sunday, November 
15, 16 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 For more information about the 
PPAA’s Christmas Art Show contact 
Jean Telford-Rahme, (905) 985-
1112 or email at: ppartists@yahoo.

Art show and 
sale at Ocala 
Farm Winery
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Get ready for Thanksgiving. 
Get 5 FREE* “EcoSafe®”

kitchen food waste liner bags.

* EcoSafe liner bag samples are available 
while quantities last, from this 
magazine’s Mary Street office 
in Port Perry.

“EcoSafe®” liner bags are robust, tough and do not leak.  
They are certified 100% compostable, and are acceptable in the 

Green Bin program. Try them. 
You will like them. Then ask your grocer 

or retailer to stock them for you. 

Use them
just once

and you’ll be
hooked!

$6 each 
or 5 for $20!

Buy online at www.wipeandglow.com
email: karen@wipeandglow.com

*Retailers
Wanted

Leaves a streak-free, spot, lint & dust-free 
clean finish on ALL HARD SURFACES

Simple to use: 
Wet cloth, wring out excess water, wipe... and
watch your surface glow!

Smart Too! 
No need for paper towel or expensive cleaners

Great for: 
Windows, stainless steel, chrome, appliances,
marble, granite & ceramic

All hard surfaces in your:
home, auto, motorcyle, RV (even removes bugs!)

and much more!

and you’ll be 

Guarantee
d!

Clean any surface with just water!
Heavy-duty reusable 

Cleaning Cloths
Chemical-free

Paper-free
Bleachable
Washable

Wipe & Glow
St. Catharines

NORTH AMERICA
AGGREGATES, CONCRETE
           & ASPHALT

3500 Concession 7, Uxbridge
To place order please call

Offi ce: 905-852-3775
Fax: 905-852-6576
Cell:     416-896-8509

stu.higham@lafarge-na.com

Stu Higham,
Plant Foreman
LAFARGE 
CANADA INC.

PORT PERRY SALVAGE
132 Reach Industrial Park 

Port Perry
905-985-6121

Suite 1 - 1 Brock Street East
Uxbridge L9P 1P6
905-852-9714
www.bdo.ca

OCTOBER 19 - 25, 2008

We buy Ferrous & Non-Ferrous Scrap Metal, Cars, Trucks & Heavy Equipment
We sell Steel Pipe, Plate, Beams.

PLANT DISMANTLING & BUILDING DEMOLITION.  BIN SERVICE AVAILABLE

Port Perry Salvage Inc.
& DEMOLITION

WE PAY TOP CASH 
Copper • Brass • Aluminum • Steel 

Machinery • All Electrical Scrap • Transformers
Heavy Equipment • Plant Clean Outs

132 Reach Industrial Park, Port Perry
Yard 905-985-6121  •  Fax 905-985-6122

Toll Free: 1-877-587-4557

So many things are used only once or twice, and then end up 
in the landfill.  Before you make a purchase, ask yourself:
- Do I really need this?
-  Do I have something already that would do the job, or could 

I borrow or buy second-hand?
-  Does it contain toxic substances that will pollute my 

home and my environment?
-  How far did this item have to travel  to reach me?
-  Is there an alternative with less packaging?
- Is this a quality product that will last?

  So… maybe I don’t need to 
                              buy this after all!
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Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

Lost in yonkers
The Borelians start their 39th season in October with Neil Simon’s hit play, Lost in Yonkers. The 
play is considered one of Simon’s most impressive and funniest plays and won, not only Tony and 
Drama Desk awards for Best Play in 1991, but also the Pulitzer Prize for the same year.
  Dates:  October 16, 27, 18 and October 23, 24, 25 at 8:00 p.m.
 Matinees: October 18 & 25 at 2:00 p.m.
 Location:  Town Hall 1873, 302 Queen Street, Port Perry
 Tickets:  Available at Meta4 Gallery - 200 Queen St., Port Perry  905-985-2435 
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 Doors will be swinging open to some of Scugog’s 
hidden treasures this weekend throughout the town-
ship. This year “Doors Open” will feature walking tours 
of historical downtown Port Perry by local historian 
Paul Arculus and heritage planner Peter Wokral. Sites 
open to visitors include - Greenbank Centennial Hall, 
Arthur J. Carnegie home, the Parrish residence and 
more. See page 32 for for full listing.
  Date: Saturday, October 4 
  Tours: 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
  Location: 
  Information:  www.discoverportperry.ca or  
     phone (905) 985-8698  ext. 103

 Durham Farm Fresh and Durham Tourism 
have partnered for a spectacular fall festival 
called “Gates Open,” to kick off the harvest sea-
son with a bang. Take your family and friends 
on a self-guided tour of Durham Region’s farms. 
Along the way, sample local foods prepared by 

 Date: Saturday, Sunday, October 4 & 5
 Kickoff: Pancake Breakfast
 Time: 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
 Location: 
 Information: www.discoverportperry.ca   
        or phone (905) 985-4971

DOORS OPEN

 The 14th annual Port Perry Antique Show & Sale at  
Port Perry High School will feature 40 selected dealers 
from across Ontario displaying quality antiques. If you are 
looking for that special antique, this is the show you can’t 
afford to miss. Come early to the show, then plan to spend 
time touring wonderful Victorian Style Port Perry. This 
event is sponsored and organized by the Port Perry High 
School Music Department.
Dates:  Saturday, October 18 & Sunday, October 19  

Time:  10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location:  Port Perry High School - 160 Rosa St., Port Perry
Information: Ron or Sandy Cosway
  905-985-8840 or ronsan@powergate.ca

Antique Show & Sale
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HOME PHONE NOW AVAILABLE

with Call Display, Call Waiting, 
and Voicemail

$19 95
AS LOW AS

/mo.

905.985.8171
www.compton.net

Our price of $19.95 per month isn’t a promotion that’s only good for 
a certain period of time. That’s the regular price - no additional fees 

except for 19 cents for 911 Emergency Service.

KEEP YOUR CURRENT
PHONE NUMBER!

USES YOUR EXISTING
PHONES!

BUNDLE AND SAVE
EVERY MONTH!

905-985-8451

238 Queen St., 
Downtown Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE
Meet Our Dental Assistants

Front: Collette, Shelley;  Back: Sheila, Michelle C-G., Michelle A., Michelle C.

Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr. C. Banfield

Dr.  J. Hardy 
Dr.  J. Isenberg 

Dr.  Edward King 
Orthodontist
Dr.  Thomas McIntyre 
Periodontist

Dr.  G. Gales
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www.kerrtravel.ca

MULTI-DAY TOURSMULTI-DAY TOURS

6 DAYS A WEEK!
with pick ups in 
Pickering ~ Ajax 
Whitby ~ Oshawa 

Port Perry

DAY TRIPPIN’

11601 Simcoe Street, Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B3 • 905-985-8010 • 1-888-847-KERR  

Niagara

Only $15
Includes Buffet

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

Oct. 14 Stratford - “Cabaret” 
Oct. 16 St. Jacobs Country
Oct. 18 Bala Cranberry Festival
Oct. 25 Niagara Falls, NY
 Outlet Mall Shopping 
Nov. 7  The Royal Winter Horse Show 
Nov. 29 Niagara Falls, NY 
 Outlet Mall Shopping

Nov. 30 John McDermott Christmas Concert
Dec. 3 “Jersey Boys” - Toronto
Dec. 4 Christmas in Niagara
Dec. 6 “Cinderella” - St. Jacobs Theatre
Dec. 9 Niagara Falls Festival of Lights
Dec. 10 “The Sound of Music” - Toronto
Dec. 13 Walden Galleria, Buffalo, NY
 Shopping

SOARING EAGLE CASINO & RESORT
~ 4 Days ~ Nov. 9-12, 2008 $545.00 p.p.  

ERIE SHOPPING WEEKEND
~ 3 Days ~ Nov. 14-16, 2008 From $255.00 p.p.

  CHRISTMAS IN THE CITIES –
New York & Atlantic City

~ 5 Days ~ Nov. 23-27, 2008 Only $699.00 p.p.

  NIAGARA TWO DAY GETAWAY
~ 2 Days ~ Dec. 5-6, 2008 Only $115.00 p.p.
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EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and let-
ter writers are not necessarily those of Focus On Scugog. Letters must be 
signed and the telephone number (which will not be published) included. Re-
quests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling 
reason to do so. Errors will be corrected if brought to the editor’s attention. 
We reserve the right to edit or refuse publication of any material submitted. 

ADVERTISING POLICY: The publisher is not liable for slight changes or ty-
pographical errors that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The 
publisher is not liable for other errors or omissions in connection with any 
advertisement in any subsequent issue or the refund of any monies paid for 
the advertisement. All claims of error in publication must be made within one 
week of each month’s publication, and if not made, will not be considered. No 
claim will be allowed for more than one insertion.

Cover Picture
 Scugog, like most small 
communities across Canada, 
has its share of war veterans. 
This month, as we stop to re-
member those who served 
during two world wars, we 
feature Jim Smitherman, 
seen here at the local ceno-
taph, who served in Canada’s 
Navy, escorting ships across 
the Atlantic. See page 13.
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 “I wanted to help in some way, but the week is so full with work and 
family as is. So an hour once a week, basically just giving up four lunch 

DAVID STELL
Commenting on his decision to become a Big Brother with the

 Big Brother Big Sister of North Durham - P.P.S. October 12, 2008
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Community events & activities need support
Hi Peter 
 Thanks for the great article on Nelly! 
 It is amazing how many people read the Focus within 
a few minutes of having it delivered. We have received 
several phone calls complimenting the story. 
 The feeling people are coming away with is ‘wow’ 
what an amazing child... you must be very proud and 
Nelly is showing the benefits of doing her best and being 
positive, instead of self pity and the ‘why me’ syndrome. 
 Thanks again, we are very happy and proud of the ar-
ticle.  Christina did a great job and took excellent pictures. 
 Sincerely 

Bonnie Schurman
Port Perry

Editor’s Note - Nelly is very special. Thanks for letting us 
share her inspiring story with our readers.

Making Christmas a little brighter for elderly
Dear Editor
 Once again work is underway for the Community 
Gift Giving Program, which will ensure every resident at 
Port Perry Community Nursing Home receives a gift this 
Christmas.
 There are currently 107 residents that will hopefully 
be receiving a Christmas gift this season. Unfortunately we 
can not do it alone. We need the support of the community. 
Please keep in mind that some of the residents do not have 
any family and the gift they receive from you may be the 
only Christmas gift they receive.
 We are appealing to the public again for support. 
Please join us in this wonderful program to ensure that 
each resident will have a gift to open this festive season.
 If you wish to participate in the gift program this year, 
we would ask you to send a cheque made out to “Commu-
nity Gift Giving Program”, to the attention of Jill Howsam, 
P.O. Box 225, Port Perry,  L9L 1A3 and you will be sent a 
receipt for your donation, although it is not tax deductible.  
If you prefer the personal touch, we would be happy to 
drop by and give you a receipt in person.
 Just a reminder. Each gift is valued at $20.00 and will 
be wrapped with a card attached “from you” so that they 
know who the generous individual was that made their 
Christmas a special one. All gifts will be delivered prior to 
Christmas.
 Anyone requiring additional information can contact 
Jill at 905-985-2253.

Jillian Howsam
Joan Elliott
Port Perry

Editor’s Note - What a great idea. We hope the community 
will get behind your efforts to put a smile on a senior’s 
face this Christmas.
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 Over the past month we couldn’t help 
but notice just how giving the people 
and organizations of Scugog Township 
are at this time of the year. 
 Funds raised through a variety of 
events have poured thousands upon 
thousands of dollars into the coffers of 
numerous local charities.
 For starters, and in no particular or-
der, the Scugog Public Library Board 
was on the receiving end of a generous 
donation from the Baagwating Com-
munity Association at the library’s an-
nual fundraising gala last month. Gary 
Edgar, representing the BCA, presented 
a cheque for $100,000 to the library to be 
used towards its future expansion.

 And as  if that wasn’t enough, repre-
sentatives from the local CIBC surprised 
board members with a generous $5,000 
donation to the same library cause.
 And speaking of generosity, it would 
be impossible to not mention the Great 
Blue Heron Charity Casino. Over the past 

12 years, the casino and its many spon-
sors have pumped $965,000 into the Port 
Perry Hospital Foundation and the Chil-
dren’s Wish Foundation. This year alone 
the Great Blue Heron raised a whopping 
$180,000 for the two organizations. 
 Another noteable donation to Port 
Perry Hospital’s “Lighting the Way” cam-
paign came from members of the Freedom 
55 Financial team. The group met at the 
local hospital in September to hand over 
a giant cheque in the amount of $30,000.
 Also supporting the same campaign 
with a $10,000 cheque, was Re/Max Scu-
gog Realty in Port Perry. The local agents 
have pledged $50,000 over five years 
to the Port Perry Hospital Foundation 
“Lighting the Way” campaign. The main 
focus of this ambitious fundraising effort 
by Re/Max is the state-of-the-art endos-
copy suite.
 The donations mentioned here rep-
resent only a few of the very generous 
organizations and businesses which con-
tinue to support this great community.

Organizations  
show generosity  
to local library 
and hospital

Lending a helping hand

Port Perry Hospital, October 2008
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Changing

T his month, in addition to announcing changes dur-
ing the past month, Changing Faces is going to take a 

look at the amazing number of changes along Queen St. and 
throughout the central core over the past couple of years. 
 This past month we researched back issues of Focus on 
Scugog and were astounded with what we learned. We’re 
sure our readers will be as surprised as we were with what 
has transpired.
 First of all, we’ve published on this page a number of pic-
tures of storefronts that no longer make up a part of Port Per-
ry’s streetscape. All of these photos were a taken two years 

ago, on November 5, 2006 to be 
precise.
 It’s hard to believe, how 
much has changed in such a 
short time. And while we won’t 
attempt to mention every single 
change that has taken place in 
the past 24 months, following is 
a rundown of some of the major 
comings and goings.
 Of the pictures on this page, 
the Plum Loco store, which was 
located at 158 Queen St., closed  
in the summer of 2007 and the 

vacated space was taken over by 
Tribal Voices.
      At the other end 
of the street, Botani-
ca home decor store 
closed and was taken 
over by Herrington’s 
Butchers.
    Three Doors Down 
also closed in 2007 and 
was replaced by All 

About Me.
    One of the more unex-
pected changes during 2007 
was the closure of the Settle-
ment House Shops, at 179-
183 Queen St., but it wasn’t 
long before Tweed & Hicko-
ry filled the space left by that  
important retailer.
 Another store to pack it in 
during 2007 was Shamrock 
& Thistle which vacated its 
premises in mid-summer and 
the space was taken over by 
a casual gathering spot called 
For The Love Of Jo coffee 
shop.
 By the end of Decem-
ber, Just B-Cuz at 255 Queen 
St. closed its doors but this 
space was quickly taken over 
by Caviar & Cobwebs who 
moved across the street to 
larger accommodations.
 In June 2008 Pamper & 
Soothe announced it was 
closing its small store and incorporating it in Adorn Fine 
Furnishings Boutique at  235 Queen St.
 The Genuine Article, retailers of antiques, vintage and ar-
chitectural items closed in September and the space has since 
been filled by Petite Images, retailers of doll houses, minia-
tures and collectables.
 In addition to the businesses shown here, there is a long 
list of other stores that have ceased to operate in the central 
core of Port Perry over the past couple of years... closing their 
doors during 2007 were the following - Cash Connextion, (7A 
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Hwy.), Pace Fitness and Valentino’s Fitness Centre, south of 
town, the Copper Kettle (Water St.), Hot Diggity Dog (Queen 
St.), Boondocks (Perry St.), Duke of Durham (Water St.), 
Zinn’s Bistro (7A Hwy.), Fat Boy Slims (Manchester), Had-
den’s Satellite (Water St.), Bite Me Bait & Tackle (Water St.), 
The Dollar Store (7A Hwy.), Where Angels Gather (Queen St.) 
and R.B. Country Fixin’s (Queen St.).
 Moving into 2008 the trend continued with the closure 
of  Old Country Bulk Store (Water St.), Waterfront Diner, 
(Water St.), Beatties In The Country (7A Hwy.), JDK Gaming 
& Computers (7A Hwy.), Railroadhouse Motel, (7A Hwy.), 
Mangos  (Water St.), Tansi Orthopedics (Port Perry Plaza), 
Blossom Fashion (Queen St.), Conlin Pontiac-Buick (Simcoe 
St. south), Thai’s Asian Bowl (Simcoe St. south), Kenneth Bell 
King of Glitz (Queen St.) and the Waterfront Pub (Water St.).
 Fortunately, as we’ve reported in this column over the 
past year, most of the stores we’ve mentioned have been 
filled with new tenants and businesses. 
 So much for the past couple of years. We now return to 
the present to update what’s been happening over the past 
month in the business community.
 First of all, welcome to Terry and Christine Vos, who 
have taken over ownership of the local Independent store on 
7A highway. This is the store formerly owned by Jeff Reid. 
 And finally for this month - we see brown paper cover-
ing the former store occupied by Petite Images at 233 Queen 
St. and have learned Tracy and Warren Strong, owners of the 
Framer’s Gallery, will be opening an “outlet store” at this lo-
cation featuring mini one-of-a-kind items until Christmas.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog
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- to the vastly improved sidewalk at the corner of 
Queen and Perry St. The enlarged surface area, with its 
simulated red brick treatment, will make it much easier 
for pedestrians in wheelchairs or pushing strollers to ac-

cess and will also help eliminate the danger created by vehicles 
sitting in ‘no parking’ zones near the corner.

Flieler’s garage the go ahead for a canopy over his gas 

same advantage as other gas stations. It just goes to show that 
persistence sometimes pays off, especially if you think you’re 
being treated unfairly. In this case Paul was bang on!

- to the Municipal Property Assessment Corp., 
better known as MPAC, for their apparent lack of inter-
est in dealing with concerns of taxpayers. On a personal 

-
mate reduction in assessment we’re still awaiting their verdict. 

increasing assessments, yet they appear to drag their feet in the 
-

tions. Frustrating... very, very frustrating!

for the great idea initiated during Waste Reduction 

across the township were encouraged to place unwanted 
goods at the end of their driveways which could be picked 

up free of charge by anyone needing or wanting items being 
discarded. We’d love to see this idea expanded on a permanent 
basis, with a central location where good usable merchandise 
could be dropped off and recycled by the public year ‘round.

- to individuals who cycle, walk or jog along the 
-

tive gear. While we commend them for the dedication to 
exercise, their actions create a danger not only for them-

selves but also for unsuspecting drivers who are often forced to 

lights are inexpensive and could save lives. 

- to John McClelland for being named to the Scu-
gog Sports Wall of Fame. What a great and well deserved 
honour. Having worked along side John for almost two 
decades many years ago, it’s gratifying to see him re-

warded for the countless hours he spent at the arena reporting 
the results of Mojack hockey games. At the risk of alienating the 
other very worthy inductees, we would like to extend to him our 
sincere congratulations. 

to Don and Stella Asling, who celebrated their 70th 
wedding anniversary last month. The couple have lived 
in their Epsom area family home since they were married 
- the same home in which Don was born 89 years ago. 

Congratulations Don and Stella on this remarkable milestone!

Thumbs
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Dear Editor
 As you probably already know, the 2009 Super Pet Cal-
endars are now available and I was hoping you will help us 
inform everyone that they are now available for sale.
 This year’s Super Pet Calendar will be sold for $10 each 
and all the money from the sales of the calendars will be do-
nated to the Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter. 
 The calendars are available at the local animal shelter 
at 1360 Reach St., pet stores and most veterinary offices and 
dog groomers in Port Perry and Uxbridge. 
 This is the fifth and best calendar yet, with 387 entries. 
It would make a great Christmas gift for animal lovers and 
help the shelter at the same time. 
 This year we hope to raise $10,000.00 for the Uxbridge/
Scugog Animal Shelter, so we will require the support of  
everyone.
  Thanks for your help.

Kathy Dudley
Port Perry

Editor’s Note: Congratulations Kathy. We hope the commu-
nity gets behind you and supports the animal shelter by pur-
chasing one of these beautiful full colour calendars.

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Super Pet Calendar ready in time for Christmas
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 Every year, as November approaches, I 
reflect on recent history and the men and 
women who fought willingly to protect our 
homes and our way of life. It is also a time 
when I realize how grateful I should be for 
never having to go to strange lands and 
fight oppression. 
 Jim Smitherman, a resident of Port Perry, 
on the other hand is a man who lived in a 
different era than myself and left Port Perry 
for the North Atlantic as a young volunteer 
in the Canadian Navy.
 Jim was born in 1924 in Mount Den-
nis, a suburb of Toronto. As a young lad 
he attended public school and when he 
completed grade eight went to work in his 
grandfather’s bakery. At 15, Jim’s father, a 
WWI veteran moved the family to Corona-
tion Gardens in Brooklin, an area reserved 
for military men and women.
 Now that the family was living in ‘the 

country’ Jim easily found work on farms 
while his father was a guard at the Ajax mu-
nitions factory. The plant, and later the town, 
was named after the British ship which sank 
Germany’s Graf Spee.
 When Jim turned 16 he found work on a 
lake boat, which carried railroad cargo from 
Cobourg to Rochester and back. Jim shov-
elled coal in the stokehole and fed the four 
furnaces that powered the ship. 
 This was great training for his next job, 
which came when he turned 17. It was 1942 
and the war in Europe was raging. Jim, like 
most Canadians, wanted to do his part and 
he enlisted in the Royal Canadian Navy. He 
made his way to Toronto’s Exhibition Park, 
where a recruitment centre had been set up 
in the Automotive Building and signed up.
 During basic training in Halifax Jim 
cleaned boilers and other ship parapherna-
lia while enduring the cold Atlantic winter. 

HMCS  
REGINA
AT SEA

Young Jim 
Smitherman 
escorted 
convoys of 
ships across 
the Atlantic

Please turn to page 14

Canada’s Merchant Navy
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After his training he received his first assignment; serving on 
a Corvette named the HMCS Regina. It was not long after that 
Jim was shipped to Newfoundland to serve on another Cor-
vette, the HMCS Bittersweet.
 I asked what a Corvette was and Jim explained about con-
voys and how he spent fifteen days crossing the Atlantic es-
corting merchant ships, delivering supplies to Europe only to 
return and do it again and 
again. “I remember the 
largest convoy I had ever 
seen,” said Jim. “It was 12 
miles wide and was made 
up of 160 ships.”
 While on board the 
Bittersweet, Jim’s job as 
Stoker 1st Class was to 
keep the boilers full so the 
engines could propel the 
ship. During his off hours 
he worked as a sounder, 
dropping 300 lb. depth 
charges in groups of ten, to 
seek out German U-Boats.
 “I remember three 
waves of B17’s that came 
to greet us once,” Jim re-
calls, staring through the window of his Port Perry home. “The 
sky was black with airplanes. It was a sight I will never for-
get.”
 A year and a half into his term, two ships collided and Jim 
suffered a broken leg. This ended his Atlantic crossings and he 
was posted on the Fort William, a mine sweeper in the North 
Atlantic, for the duration of the war.
 Jim returned home and drove an army truck for the Ajax mu-
nitions factory. In 1948 he married Mae Parrinder, a girl whose 
family owned a farm on Lakeridge near Townline Road.
 Jim’s truck driving ability landed him a job with the Toronto 
Transit Commission and later with Gray Coach, but in 1950 the 
newlyweds had enough of city life and bought a farm on High-
point Road.
 Jim and Mae sold the farm in the mid sixties and moved 
into their current home in Port Perry. Jim worked for the Board 
of Education until he retired in 1984. His two daughters, their 
husbands and children also live in the area and Jim and Mae en-
joy many hours with their two grandchildren. Jim has taken up 
woodcarving and has created some amazing carvings of loons.
 I listened with admiration as this Port Perry citizen ex-
plained about his hardships during a time of world turmoil and 
asked him why he had enlisted instead of staying in the safety 
of Canada. He looked at me in a curious way and said, “I was 
glad to be able to do my part. I love this country and take great 
pride in it.”
 There are many men and women like Jim Smitherman, who 
risked their lives so that we could enjoy the freedom this coun-
try was built on. Remembrance Day is a great reminder of what 
these heroes did, but they should not be forgotten during the 
rest of the year. Thank you Jim, for giving me a safe and free 
country to live in.
 Jonathan van Bilsen
 Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 13



‘for the record’

for the record...

1. Name one person you would have liked to have met?  
I can’t say only one person. Some of our vets have told 
wonderful stories of when they were younger and I think I 
would have liked to have seen them when they made the 
decision to go to war and what their thoughts were at the 
time.

2. When was the Royal Canadian Legion 
started and why?
The Legion was founded as the Canadian 
Legion of the British Empire Service League 
in 1925. The Royal Canadian Legion was 
formed in 1926 to try to make one orga-
nization for veterans from a number of 
other groups which had grown up after 
the war. In 1960 the word “Royal” was 
added to the legion name with consent 
of the Queen. The Royal Canadian Le-
gion was chartered in Port Perry in 1946.

3. What’s something you use every day, or 
can’t live without?
A newspaper or a book. When I was young I 
delivered a newspaper and as a young adult 
I worked for the Lindsay Post. I think every 
day since then I have read at least one or 
more newspapers.  I’m an avid reader and read a 
book almost every day.

4. What is the function of the Royal Canadian 
Legion of today?
To provide a strong voice for veterans and help-
ing them with whatever they need. The declining 
number of veterans does impact the Legion to some 
extent but with the state of the world today there will 
be veterans in the future. We will have to change in 
time as our vets decline but hopefully we will do this 

5. Why should we take time out on November 11 
to attend a Remembrance Day service?
The freedoms we have today are ones fought for 
with the loss of countless lives of the young men and 
women of a different generation.  We need to remind 
the younger generations so they know where this country 
came from and who to thank on this day of Remembrance.

6. How do you feel about the ‘Highway of Heroes’?
The Highway of Heroes is truly the most important recog-
nition that we have for our soldiers who have given their all 
in the service of their country. I am very proud to travel on 
this road and see this very visible sign of our respect.

7. What is the importance of the ‘poppy’ to 
the Legion veterans?
The ‘poppy’ is the very visible sign of the 
Royal Canadian Legion. We wear the 
poppy to honour our fallen comrades on 
the occasion of their passing and it speaks 

of the respect we have for them. 
Poppies distributed to Canadians 
of all ages serves to perpetuate 
Remembrance by insuring that 

veterans are never forgotten.

8. Do the relatively small crowds that attend 
Remembrance Day service locally disap-
point you?
I think everyone would like to see a greater 
turnout of more people but I think there are a 
lot of people, for whatever reason, cannot get 
to our ceremonies but still in their own way 

take time to remember. I’m never disappointed 
because I truly believe everyone does remember.

9. What programs and groups does the local 
Legion support?
The local Legion supports many groups, including, 
minor softball, hockey, Terry Fox Run, Lakeridge 
Health Port Perry, high school bursaries, Port Perry 
Curling Club and many others.

10. Is there anyone in particular 
you take time to remember during 
Remembrance Day services?
I take time to remember my grand-
father on my father’s side. Since I 
joined the Legion I have become 
more interested in his history. 

We did not know that he 
was part of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Forces.

FOCUS - NOVEMBER 2008  17   
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 In 1943, in the middle of World War II, Canadian troops 
participated in a battle that would ultimately become their 
legacy. Having moved north along the rocky coastline of the 
Adriatic Sea, Canada’s soldiers invaded the small village of 
Ortona, a war-torn but formidable German stronghold.  
 Amid heavy rubble and debris, brave Canadians 
fought against the German Occupation on behalf of 
the Allied Forces. German soldiers fired from within 
the evacuated city’s crumbling buildings, and com-
bat raged along the narrow and winding city streets. 
 The 8-day battle was small but intense, resulting 
in nearly 1,400 Canadian casualties and considered 
one of the most violent battles of World War II. In 
fact, Ortona had been a territory Hitler ordered to be 
defended at all costs, and the Canadian soldiers were 
met with exceptional force.  
 Yet despite the severe opposition and the bru-
tal fighting that thundered past Christmas Day, Ca-
nadian troops pressed the Germans into retreat and 
conquered the city. It was a remarkable victory that 
marked the dissolution of German control and the 
merit of Canada’s Italian Campaign contribution. 
 To commemorate the 65th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Ortona, and the historic contribution of our 
Canadian soldiers, students from Port Perry High 
School are joining with students from across Canada 
to participate in this national pilgrimage of students.  
Our students are travelling to Ortona not only to 
show that they “do remember and that they do care” 
but they are also going to personally represent a Ca-
nadian who died at this definitive moment in Cana-
da’s history.  

 Not only has each student been personally assigned a 
soldier that died in the battle of Ortona or the Italian Cam-
paign, but has also been assigned a soldier that is stationed 
in Afghanistan in the “Hands Across The Generations Me-
morial” project.  They will be representing the brave young 

Remembering Ortona
  Local high school students among 

1,400 in Italy to help commemorate the 
65th anniversary of the Battle of Ortona 
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Canadians on behalf of today’s youth of Canada. 
 The “Remembering Ortona” 65th Anniversary Tour which 
begins in Milan, Italy, has been organized by David Robinson 
of Port Perry High School to augment the Canadian History 
course for Grade 10 students. The Tour has been in the plan-
ning stage since April 2006.   
 Our Durham Remembers Group has also been very busy 
inviting students from across Canada to join us in our journey 
to Ortona. Currently, we have over 1,400 students from across 
Canada registered. This will be a historical moment not only 
for these students but also for all of Canada; a ceremony such 
as this in Ortona has never been attempted before. 
 In preparing for this tour, all the students have received 
extensive background materials about this historic battle, in-
cluding the Regimental histories for all the Canadian Regi-
ments that fought in the Battle of Ortona.  
 On the weekend of October 3-5, students from PPHS 
joined 180 other students from across Ontario for “Operation 
Husky”, held  at the Camp Connaught Training Centre near 
Ottawa for intensive experiential learning exercises on the Bat-
tle of Ortona.
 Students slept in army barracks and were up at 5:00 each 
morning to attend in-depth seminars led by military specialists 
from across North America on topics that included: the Cana-
dian Soldier; the German Soldier; Artillery; Tank Warfare; Be-
hind the Lines; The Army Engineers; the Role of the Medics; 
Self -Defence; Communications and Command and Control.
 On the Sunday, the students attended a specially arranged 
and choreographed special effects battle re-enactment of the 
Battle of Ortona.  All in attendance were greatly impressed 
with the organization and scope of this amazing weekend.  
 Once again, our PPHS students were part of an educational 
opportunity that had never been attempted before anywhere.  
Our sincere gratitude to Veterans Affairs Canada, the Cana-
dian Military, re-enactment volunteers, military museums and 
teachers from across Canada for providing their services and 
time for this remarkable “hands-on” experience.

By David Robinson
Special to Focus on Scugog  

-

Students travel to Italy to take part in service

We 
Remember

Dad & Barb 

Steven James McIntyre
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 During this time of year, when we remember those who served our coun-
try, we do not want to overlook another group of individuals who are also 
part of the greater  Canadian Forces umbrella, the Canadian Cadet organiza-
tion, especially Port Perry’s own army cadets.
 When I was a Boy Scout (back when Baden Powell was still living) I re-
member the cadets as the ‘guys with the short hair’ and wondered how vig-
orous this group was in today’s society.
 Well, I was pleasantly surprised to learn that the organization is flourish-
ing and still active in Port Perry. I had heard rumours that their numbers 
were down, so I met with Captain Mark Hlozan, the Commanding Officer of 
the Port Perry Corp.
 First of all, I should explain that Mark Hlozan is not the gruelling, stereo-
typical, drill sergeant I expected. In fact, he is a Financial Planner who went 
through Port Perry’s Cadet program when he was young and enjoyed it im-
mensely. His kids are also involved and his wife is active in the Cadet League 
(a group of volunteers who support the organization administratively).
 So who gets to join?
 The Cadets are open to young people between the ages of twelve and 
eighteen. I was surprised to learn it has been a co-ed organization since 1974. 
There are currently 56,000 cadets located in 1,115 corps and squadrons in cit-

Port Perry Army Cadets
 
 

Please turn to page 20
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Did You Know?

D - The first 
Remembrance Day was 
conducted in 1919 through-
out the Commonwealth. 
Originally called Armistice 
Day, it commemorated the 
end of the First World War 
on Monday, November 11, 
1918, at 11 a.m.: the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month.
 Remembrance Day com-
memorates Canadians who 
died in the First and Second 
World Wars, and the Korean 
War.

D - Almost 
620,000 Canadian men and 
women served in the First 
World War at a time when 
the population of the coun-
try was only a few million.
 During the course of 
the war, Canada’s naval 
service grew from 350 men 
and two ships to a force of 
9,000 men and 100 ships.  
 Sixty eight young men 
from Scugog lost their lives 
during this war and they are 
memorialized on the com-
munities cenotaph.

D - By Sep-
tember 1939, more than 
58,000 Canadian men and 
women had volunteered to 
serve in the Canadian Forces.  
 More than one million 
Canadians served in World 
War II and approximately 
45,000 gave their lives. Thir-
ty one local soldiers were 
killed in action.
 By the end of the Second 
World War, Canada’s navy 
with more than 113,000 per-
sonnel, included approxi-
mately 7,000 women.

D - The per-
son who was responsible 
more than any other for the 
adoption of the Poppy as a 
symbol of Remembrance 
in Canada and the Com-
monwealth was Lieuten-
ant-Colonel John McCrae, 
a Canadian Medical Officer 
during the First World War.  
 Replica poppies are sold 
by the Royal Canadian Le-
gion to raise money to assist 
veterans, ex-service mem-
bers and their families who 
are in need.



ies and towns across Canada. (There are three divisions: air, 
sea and army). 
 I was amazed when Mark explained the benefits of be-
ing a member. Free summer camps, which range from two 
to six weeks, offer a unique mixture of outdoor activities. 
Lodging, meals and special equipment are all provided at 
no cost. Outings and camping trips happen continuously 
and surprisingly, most members of the Port Perry Corp are 
also members of the Pipe and Drum Band, which actively 
marches in the Santa Claus Parade as well as various events 
throughout the year. 
 Mayor Pearce is a big supporter of the corp. She considers 
them a great asset to the community and feels they provide 
an excellent opportunity for Scugog’s youth.

 Best of all, everything is supplied, including the kilts, 
bagpipes and the drums. I asked Mark if members have to 
know how to play an instrument. 
 “Absolutely not,” he responded. “We will teach them 
from scratch. In fact, many of our members purchase their 
own bagpipes when they leave the corp and continue play-
ing in other organizations and bands.”
 Last year the entire Port Perry Corp took a trip to ground 
zero in New York City. For many it was the journey of a life-
time, especially since it included an excursion to West Point.
 The Cadet Organization is funded federally enabling all 
members of the community to participate. This year marks 
the 110th anniversary of the Port Perry group and some of 
the members include Howard Hall (former mayor of Port 
Perry), Grant McDonald (former principal of PPHS), John 

Continued from page 18
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REMEMBRANCE  
DAY SERVICE

181 PERRY STREET  -  PORT PERRY

Tuesday, 
November 11

11:00 a.m.
in front of the

Scugog Township 
municipal office

We remember...

905-985-7346

Williams (Williams Arms) and Harry Kiezebrink (former 
principal of Prince Albert school), just to name a few.
 The cadets are active in the community where they are 
taught leadership, outdoor survival and self discipline skills. 
Each member also learns to read a map and a compass, some-
thing I wish I had last week when my GPS ‘lost satellite sig-
nal’ and I drove aimlessly around Scugog Island for hours.
 I wondered if being a cadet interfered with school and was 
pleased to learn the opposite. Port Perry High School is one 
of the sponsors of the corp and cadet teachings compliment a 
student’s high school education.
 I had to ask the question: “Are you expected to join the 
military when you graduate?” 
 Mark’s answer was, “No. Less than one percent of Port 
Perry members join the military; however opportunities are 
there for anyone who wishes to pursue those avenues.”
 The Port Perry Cadet Corp needs additional members. 
Right now the group is at twenty-five, but they would like to 
grow to forty members. 
 Young people interested in joining are invited to come out 
any Wednesday evening to the Port Perry High School. The 
meetings start at 6:30 p.m., and bringing a parent or guardian 
to the initial meeting is a must.  For more information call 905-
985-2080.
 Speaking with Captain Mark Hlozan and learning about 
the Canadian Cadet organization made me wish I was a teen-
ager again. I would join without hesitation and take advan-
tage of all the fun activities offered.

Jonathan van Bilsen
 Focus on Scugog



24  FOCUS - NOVEMBER 2008   



FOCUS - NOVEMBER 2008  25   

 On a calm and quiet afternoon, two best friends and fel-
low Maybelle Rebekah Lodge members have gathered to both 
recollect and celebrate.
 Norene Crosier and Audrey Geer have formed a special 
bond through their devotion to the Rebekah Lodge, a fraternal 
organization which originally served as the female equivalent 
to the male association, “The Oddfellows.” 
 Now, as both women have been Rebekah members for 
over 45 years, they are exceptionally proud of all the honou-
rary deeds and beloved memories they have shared together 
over the years.  
 Port Perry’s division of the Rebekahs has come quite a 
long way since it was first instituted on May 28, 1948. 
 Earlier this year the Maybelle Rebekah Lodge marked the 
organziation’s 60th anniversary and its celebration certainly 
brought its loyal members back in time. 
 Audrey, who has been a member for 59 years, claims it 
feels like just yesterday that her and her fellow Rebekahs were 
holding their weekly meetings above Lawrence Drug Store 
(now Guardian Drug Store) at the corner of Queen and Perry 
Streets. 
 “I remember that our only fire exit was an escape rope out 
the window,” explains Audrey with a laugh. “I can only imag-
ine all us girls in our white dresses having to slide down the 
rope to escape during an emergency.” 
 Norene’s mind flashes back to when they had to carry jugs 
of water upstairs to the board room. “We would have no way 
to get rid of the water so we just dumped it out the window,” 
she laughs.
 It seems both women could joke for hours about the im-
practical, yet comical, ways they had to make do with their 
meeting place in earlier times. 
 Norene explains she spent only two years as a Rebekah 
while it operated from the Queen St. location, however, she 
remembers it well. “The entire room was heated by a small 
wood stove,” she recalls, noting just how much times have 
changed. 
 Fortunately, on March 17, 1964, the Lodge opened its own 

Maybelle Rebekah 
Lodge celebrates 
60th anniversary

 Audrey Geer and Norene Crosier have spent more than 100 years col-
lectively as members of the Maybelle Rebekah Lodge. They are pictured 
here with the original lodge Charter, an original chair and the hand painted 

Please turn to page 24
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hall on Simcoe Street south, which boasted larger premises for 
activities such as cooking, crafting and fundraising.  
 The new, and generously larger, location proved to be par-
ticularly useful, as such tasks as cooking and crafting were 
necessary for the Rebekahs to carry out their goal of providing 
donations to charities. Operation Scugog, Community Care, as 
well as the Port Perry Hospital are just a few of the in-town or-
ganizations that the Rebekahs consistently strive to support.  
 Audrey recalls the various ways the Rebekahs used to con-
duct their fundraising. “We would hold fashion shows, penny 
sales and craft shows and we made quilts and cookbooks,” she 
explains. “These activities were always fun because they were 
the social part of it.” 
 Norene explains that unfortunately, today many of these ac-
tivities are no longer successful at raising enough money. “Now 
we primarily focus on catering a lot of events like birthdays and 
weddings, and we also create family baskets for Operation Scu-
gog at Christmas time,” she says.  
 As a primary supporter of the Port Perry Hospital, the hu-
manitarian division of the Rebekah Lodge focuses on providing 
the hospital with funds for equipment, such as wheelchairs and 
beds. “Luncheons are very important to us,” explains Norene. 
“All donations from the luncheons go directly to our humanitar-
ian work.” 
 Aside from their charity work, the Maybelle Rebekah Lodge 
meets twice a month and gives members a chance to get togeth-
er to discuss issues of importance and common interests. Each 
meeting consists of games and activities that work to promote 
socialization and dinners are often included. 
 “Every meeting is very much a ceremony or ritual,” Norene 

explains. “Our organization is 
based around following the 
women of the Bible.” 
 Rituals and traditions are 
held with high importance 
among the Rebekahs. Every 
year, a special ceremony is 
held to change officers (each 
lodge in Ontario has a sepa-
rate officer) and to provide 
a “Rebekah degree” for new 
members.
 Norene and Audrey are 
exceptionally proud that for 
the past two years, the presi-
dent of the assembly originat-

ed from their own district of Port Perry. 
 “We planted a tree in Palmer Park,” says Audrey, “to com-
memorate Sister Grace Love, a former member of the Maybelle 
Rebekah Lodge who became the president of the Rebekah As-
sembly.” 
 Audrey explains the Rebekah Assembly of Ontario is the 
parent organization of all Rebekah Lodges in Ontario.  Both 
Norene and Audrey agree it was such an honour to have one 
of their own Rebekahs conduct the service and represent their 
district on a grander scale. “We thought the tree with a plaque 
would be a great way to honour her work,” says Audrey. 
 However, tradition also plays a significant role to the orga-
nization aside from simply ceremonial procedures. Tradition, as 
Audrey can testify, is one of the driving forces behind member 
registration. 
 “Both of my parents were charter members, my father was 
an Oddfellow and my mother was a Rebekah,” explains Audrey. 
“And just like my mother, I discovered that I would get to know 
people so much better because of the Lodge.”
 “It’s why we’re called sisters. We help each other and you 
always have someone to turn to, Norene says.
 After celebrating the Maybelle Rebekah Lodge 60th anni-
versary, the two women say they look forward to many more 
gratifying and successful years. They encourage anyone who is 
interested to check the local newspapers for contact numbers for 
tickets to their monthly dinners and luncheons which are open 
to the public. 
 Following the Rebekahs motto to promote “friendship, love 
and truth,” Audrey, Norene and the rest of the Maybelle Re-
bekahs are committed to maintaining the charitable reputation 
that they have become known for. 
 They would like to welcome anyone who is interested in be-
coming a member as the extra help is always appreciated! 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 23

The new Oddfellows Lodge during construction in the fall of 1963.
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 The Club Django Sextet will present an evening of Gyp-
sy and Jazz Swing at the Greenbank Centennial Hall this 
Saturday, November 8. This is their first performance at the 
Greenbank Folk Music Society since 2005 and it promises 
to be a great evening. The GFMS has been bringing the best  

Canadian roots music to north 
Durham since 1993.
 Club Django Sextette was 
nominated for the Best Acous-
tic Group of the Year 2003 in 
the National Jazz Awards.  
 With Seguinot on rhythm 
guitar, Abbey Sholzberg on 
double bass, Rodion Boshoer 
on violin, Gerry Duligal on 
accordion, John Farrel on lead 
guitar and Tony Oldland on 
rhythm guitar, these Canadian 
folk music makers have a ball 
swinging with tunes like “Mi-

nor Swing”, “I’m Confessin’” and “Dark Eyes” which they 
describe as the Gypsy National Anthem. 
 Don’t miss this concert at the Greenbank Hall, Green-
bank. Tickets are $20 each and available at: Blue Heron 
Books, Uxbridge, 905-852-4282 and P O E Design, Port Perry, 
905-985-0060 or phone 905-985-8351 to reserve tickets and for 
further information. 

Club Django performs gypsy 
and jazz swing at Greenbank
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 Scugog certainly 
welcomed its share of 
colourful characters 
over the past month. 
 We’ve seen Queen St. 
decorated with dozens 
of imaginative scare-
crows, part of Meta4’s 
annual scarecrow con-
test, and of course there 
was Halloween with all 
its little witches, goblins 
and strange characters.
 Pictured here are just 
a sampling of some of 
the many scarecrows 
that were judged ear-
lier last month.
 From top, Best Busi-
ness – Trading Post’s 
“Tom and the Trading 
Post Turkey Gob-
bler.”
 Most Original 
scarecrow was an 
entry by Pam Hollet 
called “Haymate Of 
The Year.”
 Best Interpreta-
tion of Title or Theme 
- Majik, for “Break and 
Enter”.
 Best Community 
Group - Scouting’s 
“Join the Adventure”.
 Honourable Mention 
to Focus on Scugog for 
“Focus on Heritage”.
 Other category win-
ners were... Best Tra-
ditional - Set the Table 
and Best Family Entry 
- Jesse, Leslie & Owen 
Rogers.
 In addition, judges 
awarded Honour-
able Mention to the 
following entries: 
Mr. X by the Rowett 
family, Stonemoor 
After School Program 
for “Recycled”, the 
McQuaig Family for 
“Our Scarecrow Fam-
ily”  and the YMCA for 
“Kickin’ It Old School”. 
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 A system of letter carrying through Reach Township be-
gan at intervals as early as 1827, with mail being carried from 
the ‘Front’ (Whitby) by travellers on foot. 
 Capt. George Leach, the first storekeeper in Reach, also 
became the first postmaster, opening a post office in Prince 
Albert in 1840. By 1848 the first mail-stage was put into opera-
tion, dropping off mail twice a week at the Reach post office. 
This was increased to three times weekly in 1948.

 Port Perry opened its first post 
office in 1852, with local business-

man Joseph Bigelow being 
appointed its postmaster, a 
position he held for 17 years. 
The same year, Manchester and 
Epsom opened post offices and 
daily mail began to arrive by 

way of a daily mail-stage.
     The first Greenbank post office 

was located on the 12th Conc., near 
the corner of old Brock Rd. (Hwy. 12). 

It was operated out of a general store kept by George Horne. 
Scugog Island established its first post office about 1860.

  
 In August 1871 work commenced on a new two-storey 
brick post office in Port Perry near the north-west corner of 
Queen and John St. It operated here until the early 1900s, 
when it was moved to a temporary location at Rose & Co. 
in the Leonard Block at corner of Queen and Perry St. It also 
moved into a storefront in the Willard Block (Royal Bank build-
ing) for a short time. 
 The current post office was officially opened in January 
1914 and it has since become a landmark in downtown Port 
Perry. In 1972 it appeared the building might be torn down 
and replaced by a modern new structure, but fortunately a 
group of local concerned citizens convinced the government 
of its historic value, saving it from demolition.
                    Postmasters
 Joseph Bigelow became the first postmaster in Port  
Perry effective October 6, 1852, a position he held until his  
resignation on July 24, 1866.

 The next postmaster was Henry Gordon, who took over 
the following September. Eighteen years later, in January 1884,  
Mr. Gordon was succeeded by John W. Burnham.
 Mr. Burnham was postmaster in Port Perry until his death 
in 1928, a total of 45 years. His daughter Marion Orde took 
over his duties, but it appears she was never ‘officially’  ap-
pointed postmaster despite assuming the role. Mr. Burnham 
was listed as postmaster until 1930 although he died a year 
and a half earlier.
 The town’s next postmaster was George Hull. He held the 
position until 1958 when his son Bruce assumed the roll. Bruce 
Hull held the position of postmaster for 24 years of the 37 he 
spent working at the  local post office. 
 In 1982, Mr. Hull retired and Robert Walker became post-
master, a position held for 20 years before he retired.
 Following Mr. Walker’s resignation, Alana Murphy was 
elevated to postmaster making her only the second woman 
to hold the post. But it’s interesting to note, Alana is the first 
woman to have ‘officially’ held the title of ‘postmaster’ in 
Port Perry Post Office’s 156 year history.

By J. Peter Hvidsten

Scugog Exposed

FIRST

POSTMASTER
Capt. George Leach 

was Prince Albert’s first 

storekeeper and grain 

buyer, and also became 

Reach Township’s first 

postmaster in 

1840.

FIRST PORT PERRY POST OFFICE
 Located in downtown Port Perry, the post office was opened in 
1852 in Joseph Bigelow’s building (far left).
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A ScenertsScugog

 The Kent Farndale Gallery has 
a special treat for the month of 
November with the exhibition of 
Karen Sloan’s acrylic work, entitled 
“Inside and Out”. 
 Karen, a Haliburton based artist 

and her love for interior design. 
-

brant stillness, but at the same time 
imply movement by embodying an 
organic essence. 
 Karen’s landscapes are bold and 
distinct, usually capturing a moment 
in life the viewer can relate to – a 
martini glass on a table after a long 
day at work, the slightly dishevelled 
appearance of the living room after 
a dinner party or one’s favourite 

chair, still warm with slippers by the 

 Karen Sloan’s exhibition begins 
Saturday, November 1 and runs 
until Thursday, November 22 at the 
Kent Farndale Gallery in the Memo-
rial Library on Water Street.

 The Scugog Memorial Library 
will once again host the annual 

of December. Artisans from the 
township will be showing and selling 
their crafts in time for Christmas. 
Be sure to mark December 6-22 
on your calendars so as not to miss 
out on the great gift opportunities 
that will be available.

Karen Sloan presents ‘Inside and Out’ at Farndale Gallery

Jonathan van Bilsen is a writer and photographer.  
Forward comments to ‘Jonathan’ at focus@observerpub.ca

Karen Sloan at work in her studio
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 The spotlight will shine on Scugog’s past on November 19 
when the Heritage Scugog Committee hosts an evening dedi-
cated to the history of the municipality.
 The second annual ‘Heritage Scugog Night’ will feature an 
evening of both celebrating Scugog’s fabled history as well as 
protecting its heritage for future generations when the gathering 
gets underway at 7 p.m.
 As part of the celebration, the municipal heritage committee 
will present the first-ever ‘Heritage Scugog Awards’ and include 
a showing of Mark Magro’s documentary on Seven Mile Island, 
‘Nonquon Island’. The film about this landmark property pre-
miered at the Canoe The Nonquon Film Festival earlier this year.
 Also highlighting the evening will be a discussion led by 
Peter Wokral, chairman of the committee. A veteran heritage 
planner with Markham, Mr. Wokral will provide an overview 
of heritage registries to explain the finer details of such efforts, 
which Scugog plans to begin soon.
 Participating sites in the recently-held Doors Open 2008 
event will also be recognized throughout the evening, and 
rounding out the agenda will be a special ‘show and tell’ period 
for Scugog treasures. Local residents are invited to bring their 
local gems, which have a historical connection to Scugog lore, to 
the gathering and give a brief explanation of their importance.
 Heritage Scugog Night will be hosted in the Scugog council 
chambers at the municipal building, 181 Perry St.
 For more information, contact Aurora Hall at 905-985-8698, 
extension 103, or e-mail ahall@scugog.ca.

Heritage Night will feature film on Seven Mile Island

Post card pictures of the Wilson’s Seven Mile Island about 1928.



 The 2008 Sports Wall of Fame In-
duction Ceremony was held October 23 
at the Scugog Community Recreation 
Centre - Community Hall, 1655 Reach 
Street, Port Perry.
 This year’s inductees included 
David Porter - Figure Skating; Bill Da-
vidson - Motorcycle Side Car Racing; 
Jim Zoet - Basketball; John McClelland 
- Builder; 1965 Port Perry Squirt ‘A’ 
OASA Champs - Softball.
 The Scugog Sports Wall of Fame 
was officially established by Township 

Council in the fall of 2006. Following 
this, the Wall of Fame Committee was 
confirmed in early 2007 with the ex-
press intent to formally recognize Scu-
gog’s sporting history and traditions. 
 It was also mandated to select local 
athletes, teams and builders for special 
recognition as a result of outstanding 
athletic accomplishments at the region-

al, provincial, national or international 
level.
 Since its inception, the Commit-
tee has endeavoured to identify and 
catalogue Scugog’s numerous athletes, 
teams and builders. The selection of 
the inaugural inductees demonstrates 
the scope of Scugog’s athletes and their 

 One of the most unusual and exciting 
events to ever be held at Mosport was the 
North American Sidecar Championship. In 
1974, Prince Albert’s native son, Bill Da-
vidson was part of the Cox-Davidson team 
that won the N.A.S.C. (North American 
Side Car) Championship driving a Fiddi-
man/Kawasaki bike.
 Bill attended Prince Albert Public 
School and Port Perry High School as well 
he was an excellent defenceman in Port 
Perry Minor Hockey in the 60’s and 70’s 
before entering the world of motorcycle 
racing. Bill was the “acrobat” or sidecar 
rider and his friend Greg Cox of Bowman-
ville the driver.
 Together these two young men with 
their death defying style captured the 
1974-75-77 Canadian Sidecar Cham-
pionships, the 1974 and 1975 N.A.S.C. 
Championships and the 1977 Amer can 
Motorcycle Association Championships. 
They also appeared twice on ABC’s “Wide 
World of Sports”. In the mid-seventies, 
when driver Cox was injured, Bill took 
on the role of driver and with acrobat Pat 
Dunn, once again was successful in earn-
ing N.A.S.C. recognition.
 In 1975, Bill received an “Achievement 

-
tario, Bill Davis for his contributions to the 
Ontario sports program in sidecar racing.
 In his ten years of racing, Bill Davidson 

sport and his exciting “acrobatic” sidecar 
racing put our community on the map.

BILL DAVIDSON

 Port Perry’s Jim Zoet is the only person from 
Durham Region to play on a National Basketball 
team. Zoet was a member of Canada’s National 
and Olympic teams, and saw short service in the 
NBA with the Detroit Pistons after being cut by 
the Atlanta Hawks.
 He was named to the Top 100 Players in Ca-
nadian Basketball History by Frozenhoops.com 
and has been nominated to the Canadian Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame. Jim was a student of Port 
Perry High School in the early 70’s and after 
graduation went to Kent State on a basketball 
scholarship. After three years, he became disil-

 Playing for the NBA Pistons in 82-83, Jim wore # 34 and was a member of the team that 
included Isiah Thomas and Bill Laimbeer. He managed a seven game stint in the days when 
Canadians in the NBA were a rarity (up until 1991 there were only 12), but he ended up 
playing most of his pro career internationally. His 1980 Olympic team was coached by Jack 
Donoghue and was considered “a powerhouse” but the Canadian boycott of the Moscow 
Olympics ended his dream of Olympic competition.
 Jim Zoet like other Canadian basketball players from 1946-1991 helped blaze the trail for 
the NBA scouting of Canadians. “The Big Man” from Port Perry is a Lakehead Norwesters 
“basketball legend”.

JIM ZOET

 Long-time sports columnist John B. Mc-
Clelland has used his pen and his time to build 
interest and recognition for many of Scugog’s 
athletes and organizations over his 30 years of 
reporting on the local sport scene.
 John has covered the Junior “C” Mojacks for 
three different newspapers – the Port Perry Star 
where he began his career in Scugog in 1977, the 
Scugog Citizen and currently the Scugog Stan-
dard. His coverage though wasn’t limited just to 
this club but to all sports and every athlete young or 
old always waited to see if their name would make it into 
the local paper.

appreciated as were the pictures and write-ups that created the awareness for the com-
munity of the importance of sport and team play. John’s columns expressed his love of the 
game whatever the sport might be.
 John continues to cover the Mojacks and although his time at the arena has diminished 
over the years, his passion for Junior Hockey has not. Builders of sport come in all forms in 
a community from coaches, to volunteers, to managers, to league presidents, to scorekeep-
ers and in Scugog it also comes in the form of the press that makes every child, teen, and 
adult feel like a star through the coverage of their games and accomplishments in the local 
newspaper.

JOHN B. McCLELLAND

2008 Sports Wall of Fame

Please turn to page 32
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 During the 1960’s and 70’s Port Perry skaters 
were a powerhouse in Canadian Figure Skating, Da-
vid Porter was among those elite athletes. Partnered 
with Barbara Berezowski, they won two gold medals 
in Ice Dancing at the Canadian Figure Skating Cham-
pionships (1975 and 1976) and competed at the 1976 
Winter Olympics placing 9th.
 Born in Bowmanville, David moved to Port Perry 
when he was very young and attended both Port Per-
ry Public School (now R.H. Cornish) and Port Perry 
High School. His parents owned the apple orchards 
that were to become the “Apple Valley” subdivision. 
Although originally scouted for hockey, he was told to 
improve his speed skating backwards so he joined a 

music better than hockey and as a result entered the 
Novice Canadians competition in 1967 and the rest is 
history. 
 David has appeared on ‘Stars On Ice’ for Cana-
dian TV as well as being a member of the 1978 Ship-
stads & Johnson Ice Follies. He has also made guest  
appearances on many skating shows including “Rhap-
sody on Ice” which starred Toller Cranston.
 David continues to play an important role in the life 

has for many years) for the Canada Day festivities.

David Porter was a prominent member of our Cana-
dian Champions.

DAVID  
PORTER Port Perry Minor Softball Association was founded in the fall of 1962 and 

members are, front row (L to R): Ron Redman, John Bourgeois (Bat Boy), Ken 
Nightingale (Captain), Phil Cochrane (Bat Boy), Dave Bourgeois. 2nd Row (L to 
R): Steve Cochrane, Ricky Short, Ricky Evans, Cal Cochrane, Bill Jeffery. 3rd 
Row (L to R): Roland Skinner, Brent Heard, Gary Waller, Laurie Williams, Bob 
Young, Ed Mulholland (President of Port Perry Legion), Jim Irvine (Coach), Vin 

   Facing tough competition from perennial favourite Galt, the teams were to face 

that did not seem to deter the boys. The championship tournament was played 

the powerhouse Galt team and even though the local team heard pre-game 

 For over 20 years, the Port Perry softball teams have worn the blue and 
gold jerseys of the local Le-

and a team of talented boys 
who were in the words of 
many “a complete team”, 
would bring this community 
provincial softball recognition 
in just three years of play-
ing together. This standard 
of success set the stage for 
many more championships 
that were to follow for minor 
softball teams in Scugog.

ONTARIO SQUIRT SOFTBALL CHAMPIONS

terms of sporting influence be-
ginning in the early 1900’s right 
through until today.
 The Sports Wall of Fame is 
located at the Scugog Communi-

ty Recreation Centre, 1655 Reach 
Street, Port Perry.
 On pages 31 and 32 are char-
icatures and biographies about 
this year’s deserving inductees 
to Scugog’s Wall of Fame.

2008 Sports Wall of Fame
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Scugog P.A. Day Camps
 P.A. Day Camps are being held in Scu-
gog township this month on November 14, 
and next month on December 5. Camps run 
from 9:00 a.m to 4:30 p.m. for children 6-12 
years of age at a cost of $30 per child.
 Campers will enjoy a variety of activities 
including sports, skating, crafts and games, 
taking place both indoors and outdoors at 
the Scugog Community Centre. 
 All children must bring a lunch with 
lots of snacks, water bottle, running shoes, 
and clothing appropriate for the weather.
 Extended Care is available from 8:00 - 
9:00 a.m., and 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. for an addi-
tional fee of $3 per time. 
 Check information on this program or 
to register please call 905-985-8698 or visit 
the township website at www.scugog.ca

Public Skating Programs
 Public programs are offered at the 
Scugog Community Recreation Centre 
and the Blackstock Recreation Complex 
during the fall and winter months. Day-
time programs in Scugog Arena continue 
until the end of the season.   

Here’s the current schedule:
• Blackstock Arena Public Skating:  
Sunday 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm and Wednesday 
3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. $3.00 per person or 
$9.00 for a family.
• Blackstock Parent and Tot Skating: 
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. $3.00 per 
adult. Pre-schoolers are free.
•Scugog Arena Public Skating: Sunday 
1:00 p.m. - 2:20 p.m. and Wednesday 5:00 
p.m. - 5:50 p.m.  Saturday 9:30 p.m. - 10:20 
p.m. and 8:00 p.m. - 9:20 p.m. Cost $3.00 per 
person or $9.00 for a family.
• Scugog Arena Adult Skating: Tuesday 
9:00 a.m. - 9:50 a.m. and Wednesday 1:30 
p.m. - 2:20 p.m. Thursday 9:00 p.m. - 9:50 
a.m. and  12:00 p.m. - 12:50 p.m. 
• Scugog Arena Parent & Tots: Monday 1:00 
a.m. - 2:20 p.m.  and Wednesday 9:00 a.m. 
- 10:20 a.m. Thursday 1:00 p.m. - 1:50 p.m. 
$3.00/preschooler.
 For a complete schedule of skating times 
visit the ‘Bulletin Board’ on the township’s 
website at www.scugog.ca, and each facil-
ity for special events and programs being 
hosted during the Christmas holiday, March 
Break and PA days.

A few things we bet you didn’t know
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 “Pucker up! It’s the best way to 
communicate with George.” In any other 
situation this suggestion would seem 
somewhat bizarre. However, the fact that 
George is a playful Black Spider Monkey 
and the sound that comes from the lips 

when one “puckers up” communicates 
friendship to him makes the gesture 
more than fitting.   
 Friendship is, after all, the uniting 
force at Story Book Farm Primate Sanc-
tuary. Friendship, as well as love and 
compassion for all primates that have 
been abandoned, abused or used for lab-
oratory testing. 
 Owner Sherri Delaney has dedi-
cated her time to providing a safe haven 
for these exploited animals, in hopes that 
they recover from their mistreatments 
and return to their vibrant selves.  
 George is just one example of a pri-
mate that Sherri brought under her care. 
Prior to his stay at Story Book Farms, he 
was locked up in a dog kennel for several 
days with his companion Suzie. When 
George and Suzie arrived at the sanctu-
ary, they had several bacterial infections, 
and due to their prolonged confinement, 
they had difficulties moving around. 
 However, after familiarizing them-
selves with their new home and after be-
ing properly cared for, both George and 
Suzie returned to their natural behav-
iour. 
 On a sunny morning during a tour 
of Story Book Farm, Sherri explains to 
me the sad reality that Canada has a lot 

of issues with animal rights. As she says, 
many are simply unaware of the abuse 
that does occur, and as a result, they are 
often shocked to discover that there is ac-
tually a need for a monkey sanctuary in 
Ontario. 
 However, as Sherri has learned 
through years of experience, there are far 
too few restrictions on the use of exotic 
animals as household pets. She believes 
the lack of laws in place is more than 
enough reason as to why a protective en-
vironment is absolutely necessary. 
 “Unfortunately we can’t change 
the fact that these animals are caged,” 
she explains. “However, we can make it 
the best possible place for them.” These 
words are representative of the philoso-
phy that Sherri applies to her farm, as she 

Story Book Farm provides a fun and   
safe haven for mistreated primates

MONKEY BUSINESS
Sherri Delaney with some of the many primates she cares for at her farm.

Please turn to page 37
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 The Scugog Chamber of Commerce  
will be hosting the annual Santa Claus 
Parade on November 29 and this year’s 
parade theme is “An Old Time Christ-
mas”.  
 Parade entry forms and instructions 
are available on-line at www.scugog-
chamber.ca or at the Scugog Visitor 

Centre, 181 Perry Street, Port Perry.
 The parade is scheduled to start at 
5 p.m. at the fairgrounds and wind its 
way into downtown Port Perry.
 Adult volunteers are needed to help 
on parade day. If you are interested 
please contact the Scugog Visitor and 
Business Centre.

 Donations will be greatly appreci-
ated to help fund the parade and keep 
Santa’s sleigh in the skies for another 
year! Donation drop boxes can be found 
around town.
 For further information or inquiries 
please call SVBC at 905-985-4971 or 1-
800-416-2057.   

Plans underway to welcome Santa Claus to Scugog
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 The local BIA invites you to bring the whole family to 
downtown Port Perry on November 21 for its second annual 
Candlelight Stroll and Tree Lighting Extravaganza. 
  Candles will be sold in Palmer Park starting at 6:30 p.m., 
along with a food drive in support of Operation Scugog. The 
procession will stroll along Queen Street from Palmer Park, 
to Reflection Park where the tree lighting will take place and 
festive treats will be served. 
 The Candlelight Walk & Tree Lighting Extravaganza is a 
great evening out and a fabulous way to kick off the holiday 
season. Downtown merchants will help you get a jump on 
your Christmas shopping by staying open until 8:00 p.m. 

Experience the magic of the Christmas  
season in downtown Port Perry
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ensures all of her animals are treated with the utmost in love 
and care. 
 All of her primates look forward to daily rewards, which 
may include new toys to play with and learn from, or tasty 
treats to enjoy after dinner. Many have also been paired with 
other primates and, naturally, they have formed special bonds 
and lifelong companionships. 
 Sherri also has a team of devoted and highly-trained staff 
members that she says “each bring something different to the ta-
ble.” Every week she receives assistance from two zoo keepers, 
Kim and Jackie, as well as support from Laura, Melissa (who 
has a degree in primate conservation and has specialized in field 
research observing Mandrills) and many other experts. 
 With the help of her team, Sherri has begun basic training 
with her primates to help make feeding, educational activities 
and routine checkups more efficient to conduct. As well, with an 
expert team on hand that is able to constantly monitor the pri-
mates, changes in behaviour are noticed quickly. Therefore, as 
Sherri explains, possible problems can be identified and tended 
to efficiently. 
 When asked whether any of the primates will ever be ready 
to be released back to the wild, Sherri can’t help but give a sad 
sigh. “Their reality is here. They would never be able to sur-
vive anywhere else,” she says. “This just proves why we should 
leave wild animals in the wild.” 
 Sherri insists that there is nothing more disturbing than to 
see the multitude of exotic animal auctions that take place in 
Ontario. As she explains, these auctions are completely open to 
the public and often result in everyday people bidding on exotic 
animals for household companions. 
 She shakes her head as she recalls the time she actually 
had to convince a young couple out of purchasing a monkey to 
bring home as their family pet. “Could you imagine?” she asks, 
explaining how sad it is to think of how these animals will be 
raised and treated in such an inappropriate environment. 
 If Sherri had her way, her primates never would have been 
removed from their natural home to begin with. “Unfortunately 
with exotic animals it’s all about the ‘cool factor,’” she says. “But 
it shouldn’t be about humans, it should be about the animals!” 
 Because Sherri believes that her sanctuary is about the pro-
tection of primates, her farm is not open for public visitation. 
However, she does occasionally offer intimate tours and she is 
always open to discuss animal rights issues and her farm with 
anyone who is interested. In fact, she has given many speeches 
and lectures at schools and community events about the impor-
tance of generating a greater awareness for animal rights. 
 As part of creating a better awareness, Sherri has decided 
to promote a new “Adopt a Monkey” program. Members will 
be given the opportunity to adopt a primate from her farm, and 
in turn for providing funds for a monkey’s upkeep, they will be 
granted the opportunity to visit and learn about the primates at 
Story Book Farms. 
 At the end of the tour, Sherri explains that it is her best in-
tentions to promote the public’s awareness of the dangers and 
abuse primates’ face and the need to respect and care for all 
animals. She urges anyone that has any questions or further in-
quiries to contact her at 705-357-3961 or email sherridelaney@
hotmail.com. Visit Story Book Farm Primate Sanctuary on the 
web at www.storybookfarmprimatesanctuary.com.   

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog George the spider monkey was saved from life in a dog cage.

Continued from page 34
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 Focus on Scugog is 
pleased to announce the 
addition of Jonathan van 
Bilsen to our team. As a 
contributing writer Jona-
than will cover many of 
Scugog Township’s in-
teresting happenings. 
 Jonathan will also 
bring his popular travel 
column, which highlights 
some of the world’s most 
interesting sights.
 Jonathan has been 
a professional photog-
rapher for 36 years and 
has travelled to sixty-
three  countries on six 
continents. He has  also 
published four novels 
and two photography 
books. 
 Please join us in wel-
coming Jonathan to the 
Focus on Scugog team. 
 You can reach Jona-
than van Bilsen at ob-
server@powergate.ca 
with any ideas for stories 
or just to say hi.

The Focus team
welcomes local
photographer,
writer, van Bilsen

 

 Travelling is one of the greatest sources 
of learning available to us and I have been 
fortunate to have been able to visit more than 
sixty countries around the planet. For those of 
you who have been reading my columns for 
the past several years, you know that there 
have been numerous incidents and obstacles 
which I have encountered.
 More importantly are the people I have 
met and the places I have seen. The oppor-
tunity to share those with readers has been 
rewarding.

-
tinue my column in Focus on Scugog maga-
zine, as I have dozens of tales which have yet 
to be penned. 
 In the December issue I will share one of 
the greatest man made wonders of the world, 
Angkor Wat in Cambodia, as I am travelling in 
that country while the current issue of Focus 
is being produced. Hopefully, I will also have 
made my way to Vietnam, one of the newest 
travel destinations available.

 As a photographer I have been fortunate 
to study people and places carefully and have 
developed a great appreciation and respect 
for diverse cultures and different ways of life. 
Travel is one of the greatest educational op-
portunities available to us, especially in this 
era of advanced technology.
 I can recall dozens of memories of the 
past 36 years of travel, where I have been 
chased by guards through Egypt’s Valley of 
the Kings and was nearly arrested in Beijing. 
I have spent a night in jail in Kentucky and 
came very close to a brawl in Morocco. There 
was also a time when I found myself in the 
middle of a riot in Bolivia, and once my boat 
ran aground in a tributary of the Amazon. 
 I look forward to sharing my experiences 
as well as the beauty, culture and history of 
faraway places on the pages of Focus on 
Scugog magazine. Not only has travel broad-
ened my personal horizons it has reinforced 
how wonderful a town like Port Perry is to call 
home. 

Local author shares his travel experiences 
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 Nothing quite warms the heart like sunbeams 
reaching out of a brilliant blue October sky to kiss you 

the ground, only to form a blanket of reds, oranges 
and yellows on a backdrop of green grass. Yes, 
there’s nothing quite like a warm October day and 

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

 Scugog was visited by ‘Ole Man Winter’ a little earlier than 
expected this year, blowing through the township on Tuesday, 
October 21 with a sprinkling of cold, wet snow.
 The arrival was not welcomed by most, who found them-
selves bundling up and scurrying along streets. One year ago,  
the same date, we were basking in sunny 25C temperatures.
 Thankfully, warmer weather and sunny skies did follow 
in the days after this year’s first snow, but you can be sure 
winter is not far behind, like it or not. Yuk!

Ole man winter comes a knocking

Final
 days 
   of 
    fall



Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

SANTA CLAUS COMES TO TOWN

Christmas Craft Show

Candlel ight Walk and
Christmas Tree Lighting
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The Scugog Chamber of Commerce 
presents the 

2008 SANTA CLAUS PARADE 
through downtown Port Perry. 

One of the largest evening light show 
parades in Durham Region.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
Starting:  5:00 pm.

 at the Port Perry Fair Grounds

The parade will travel along Reach St.,  
to Simcoe St. (turn right), south to Queen 
Street, (turn left), then along Queen to end 

route turning left along Water St. to North 
St., then into the boat launch parking lot.

   Step back in time and experience Christmas over 100 years ago 
at the Scugog Shores Museum’s ‘Children’s Old-Fashioned Christ-
mas.’ Have the kids visit with Santa who will be hearing wishes in 
the Pioneer Schoolhouse. Take a tour of the Museum Village, tra-
ditionally decorated for the holidays. Victorian Christmas crafts for 
children, heritage demonstrations and refreshments will be offered 
throughout the day.
Dates:  Sunday, December 7 
Time:  11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Location:  Scugog Shores Museum
             16210 Island Road, Port Perry
Information: Call 905-985-3589   

   Port Perry Artists Association Show & Sale 
will take place in the ‘Loft’ at Ocala Winery this 
month. Get an early start on your Christmas 
shopping. An extensive variety of paintings in, 
acrylics, watercolour, oil, pastel and  mixed me-
dia, from  artists will be on display and for sale. 
For more information about the Christmas Art 
Show and Sale contact Jean Telford-Rahme, 
(905) 985-1112
Dates: November 15, 16 
Time: Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
     Sunday, 12 noon - 5:00 p.m.  
Location: Ocala Winery
            971 High Point Rd.
Admission: Free 
Information: ocala@sympatico.ca

   Come and enjoy the Candlight Walk 
along Queen St., Port Perry and watch 
as the large tree is lit for Christmas. Visit 
the live reindeer and enjoy lots of Christ-
mas music! Bring your family and friends 
and get into the spirit! See page 36 for 
more details.
Dates: Friday, November 21 
Time:  Starts at 7:00 p.m.
Location: Downtown Port Perry
Information: Phone: 905-985-4971 or
  www.discoverportperry.ca

Old Fashioned Christmas

    If you are looking for that special gift or handmade craft this 
is the show you can’t afford to miss. Vendors from across On-
tario will be displaying top quality crafts ranging from tradition-
al wooden folk art, Christmas crafts, decorations, ornaments, 

Dates: Saturday, November 15 
Time:  10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Admission: $3.00, children under 12 free
Location:  Port Perry High School - 160 Rosa St., Port Perry
Information: 905-985-8840 or ronsan@powergate.ca

Art Show & Sale



905-985-8451

238 Queen St., 
Downtown Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE
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Cover Picture
Cute! What else can we say? 
Norm Phillips from Northwood 
Zoo brought four 10 week old 
tiger cubs into ‘Focus’ for a 
photo shoot recently and the 
front cover picture shows the 
result of an hour wrestling 
with the four little fur balls. 
You’ll see the other picture 
on page 15 in Northwood’s 
Christmas greeting ad. 
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Quote
of the month

 “We’re asking people not to drive impaired, not to mix drinking or drugs 
and driving.”  “It’s something (a message) we have to get out there until 
everyone gets it. We’re going to keep putting that message out there.”

TROY BRAMLEY
Vice President, Durham Chapter MADD

Commenting at the kick-off for MADD’s Red Ribbon Campaign - PP Star - Nov.10, 2008
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Community activities need public support
Dear Editor
 What a pleasure it was to read the article about Nel-
lie Schurman and her family, “A Young Girl’s Gift”, in the 
October issue of Focus on Scugog.
 The volunteers at Windreach Farm were blessed with 
meeting Nellie for the first time this year when she began 
riding with the D.T.R.A. program. All our riders are so very 
special to us but in this article, Christina Coughlin captured 
the essence of Nellie and her family perfectly.
 I can’t thank her enough for giving everyone the chance 
to read about someone who is a joy to all who meet her. 
Her smile and personality - the best!
 I truly hope that Christina keeps up with her career in 
journalism and writing such wonderful stories like the one 
she wrote about “our miracle girl, Nellie.”
 Keep up the good work, Focus on Scugog. You’re doing 
a fantastic job of keeping the Durham folks up-to-date on 
everything happening in the area.
 Yours truly

Linda L. Brown
Volunteer for Durham

Therapeutic Riding Assoc.
and Windreach Farm

Editor’s Note - Thanks Linda, we couldn’t agree more 
about how special Nellie is and how accurately Christina 
captured her inspiring story.

Dear Sir
 I enjoy reading the many stories in your magazine, in-
cluding the one about Mr. Smitherman’s service in the Navy 
in wartime. However, please allow me to help clarify some 
of the terminology you landlubbers invariably use regarding 
Canada’s proud navy.
 To begin with, it certainly was not a “merchant” navy. It 
was a fighting navy. The merchant fleet Cunard, White line, 
etc. consisted of large, bulky and slow moving freighters or 
if you wish, container ships, used to transport goods from 
war material to food and fuel for the war effort and to feed 
the people of the British Isles as well as the gathering armies.
 The navy on the other hand used much smaller, but 
highly maneuverable and fast ships armed with guns, depth 
charges, torpedoes etc., used to attack Nazi forces such as  
U-Boats and surface raiders. And they sure did.
 When war broke out in 1939, Canada owned a grand 
total of six ships capable of sea duties. Our protection would 
have been provided by the large British Navy. With the dec-
laration of war, the British were busy elsewhere and Canada 

Please turn to Mailbox on page 8
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Changing

s we enter the final month of 2008 it’s nice to 
report that there have been few changes to the busi-

ness sector in the past couple of months. There’s noth-
ing quite like ‘stability’ to instill confidence  and enthusiasm 
for our local store owners. 
 With that said, there have been a few minor changes to 
the business community. First of all we’ve learned that Bev 
and Kayla, formerly of Essence of Beauty, have struck out 
on their own, opening the “White Orchid Hair Studio”. The 
girls have set up their new shop at Lake Winds Health and 
Beauty Spa, located at 56 Perry St.
 We’ve also noticed the long vacated space at 158 Water 
St., formerly the home of the Old Country Bulk Store, is once 
again occupied. Opening early last month was ‘Racotek 
Computer Services’. It’s nice to see the space in this beauti-
ful building finally filled up.
 Construction at the ‘new’ Old Simcoe Centre is nearing 
completion and we see ‘Snap Fitness’ has now opened for 

business. The bright, new fitness centre is accessible 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week and we’re sure will be a welcomed 
addition to the fitness scene.
 Local photographer, writer Jonathan van Bilsen has 
recently opened ‘FotoGrafix’, a photo studio specializing in 
individual and family portraits. The studio is located on the 
lower level at 188 Mary St. , Port Perry.
 There are changes at Port Perry Marina where Al and 
Debbie have expanded their ‘The Boardwalk Cafe’ with 
seating inside the building. The “little cafe by the water” is 
open all year round serving up breakfast and lunches, even 
on the coldest winter days.
 That’s about all for Changing Faces this month.
 With January 2009 only a few weeks away, we’d like 
to take this opportunity to extend best wishes for health, 
happiness and prosperity to the owners and operators of 
local businesses in the coming months and years and look 
forward to working with you all. 

A 
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“It’s so relaxing. It’s almost as if I 
have entered another world.” Marion 
Meyers speaks with such ease and 
passion when she is discussing her 
love of quilting. But no words could 
surpass the sparkle in her eye when she 
mentions the quilting guild, Port Perry 
Patchers, which she has belonged to for the 
past few years. 

“Everyone comes together to share 
new techniques and teach each other,” she 
says in a voice that does little to hide her 
excitement. “The best part is that you get 
to know other people by seeing their work. 
It’s such a personal art.” 

As Marion explains, during her 
monthly guild meetings (which take place 
on the third Monday of every month), 
special guest speakers and members take 
turns presenting their own trunk show. 
“A trunk show,” she describes, “is like a 
personal history of quilts.” 

“Quilters will pull their creations from 
a trunk to show the guild or sometimes 
quilters may choose to present a slideshow 
of their work.” However, Marion insists no 
matter what form the presenter chooses to 
display her work, it’s always incredible to 
see an individual’s personal inspirations 
and unique skills. 

Uniqueness, after all, is one of the 
underlying principles of quilting. It is a 
quality that is both accepted and celebrated 
when a person chooses to join the guild. 
However, despite the lack of limitations 
in terms of creative expression, quilting 
does involve some fundamental practices. 
“Quilting often takes two forms,” says 
Marion. “There’s the artistic approach 
and the traditional approach. Both require 
intricate design skills.” 

When asked to decipher between the two, Marion explains 
that an example of an artistic approach might include one’s “im-
pression of a culture.” “In some ways, a quilt can be like a collage. 
It may show places of travel or memories,” she adds with a sense 
of intrigue. Her mind seems to be instantly filled with visions of 
the glorious travel destinations one may draw inspiration from. 
She mentions Japan and China as examples of places where the 

fabrics are undeniably cultural expressions in themselves. 
This practice of purchasing distinctive fabrics from foreign 

places, she explains, helps to bring out the culture of a person’s 
travels in their quilt creations. And, as Marion puts in uncompli-
cated terms, “I simply love the feel of the fabric.” All the distinct 
textures and designs of different fabrics, she insists, helps to spark 
new and creative ideas for quilt designs. 

Marion also references more traditional approaches to quilt-

every quilt has a story to tell...

togetherSti ching 

From left, Deanna Ellis, Tammy Murphy and Marion Meyers of the Port Perry Patchers guild.
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ing. She suggests that ‘traditional’ might refer to following a more 
concrete pattern that stems from the past. She also explains that 
traditional quilts are often created as traditional household items, 
which might include bed quilts and baby quilts. 

A smile washes across Marion’s face as she recalls the quilt 
she truly put her skills to the test in making. It was a present for 
her parent’s anniversary. She remembers the pure sense of ac-
complishment and pride she felt after she completed the red and 
cream coloured masterpiece. 

After all, the task of quilting requires hours of time and com-
mitment – an aspect, which many non-quilters tend to overlook. 
And while Marion chuckles at this comment, she explains that 
the time and commitment shows itself in the quality and intricate 
detailing of the finished product. 

This feeling of enrichment seems to be a motivating factor 
for all the members of the Port Perry Patchers. In fact, while the 
guild certainly aims to teach new and innovative techniques to its 
members, the uniting force behind its existence is the chance to 
share stories that have inspired certain creations. 

“Every trunk show has a different story to it,” says Marion. 
In fact, with each show, Marion believes everyone 
gets the chance to get to know new members and 
long-standing members a little better. 

Each month the guild’s meetings include guest 
speakers who, along with their trunk show, may 
provide lectures, personal stories or anecdotes 
about their work. Often, guest speakers will also 
give demonstrations on new techniques, such as 
dyeing or photo transfer, and they may even offer 
to sell related patterns, supplies, fabrics and com-
pleted pieces. 

Monthly meetings also include special work-
shops, which consist of hands-on activities or 
make-and-take projects. These projects are meant 
to improve members’ skills and, they also serve as 
a great socialization opportunity. New tools, tech-
niques and design ideas are discussed and some 
members even participate in the very traditional 
quilting practice known as “Bee” style. “Bee” style 
quilting, as Marion informs, refers to a type of 
group quilting where the women gather around to 
work on the same quilt together.

Throughout the year, members will also work 
on special tasks, such as making Christmas stock-
ings for Operation Food Bank or special quilts to 
sell to organizations for charity (including women’s 
shelters and the Alzheimer’s society).  

However, the Show and Share is often regarded 
as the primary activity of the evening. It allows 
members to bring in their own finished or almost 
finished projects to show the guild. Marion 

explains that this component often sparks the most interesting 
discussions as members take the chance to mention their inspira-
tions and discuss their choice of pattern and technique. Members 
may also choose to mention the classes they attended and the new 
skills they picked up along the way. 

Marion doesn’t ignore the cliché image that surrounds the 
tradition of quilting. However, she is quick to add that “Quilting 
is really for anyone who has an artistic flare or loves designing.” 
In fact, she says with a laugh, after all her years of quilting she is 
still surprised at the variety of women who join the guild. “They 
really come from all walks of life,” she insists. 

The Port Perry Patchers encourages anyone who has an inter-
est in quilting to come as a guest to one of their monthly meet-
ings. As Marion feels, everyone and anyone could benefit from 
the show. “There’s always something going on!” she exclaims.  

Port Perry Patchers meet the third Monday of every month 
at Hope Christian Reform Church. For more information  contact 
Marion Meyers at 905-706-0552. 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

every quilt has a story to tell...

Marion Meyers of the Port Perry Patchers, is a past president of the guild.
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 Stuck for a gift idea? The Port Perry Hospital Founda-
tion has come up with some great ideas that are timeless 
and will help the hospital. 
 Foundation president Doug Brown, is excited about 
the “Gifts That Show You Care” easy giving guide, which 
was distributed to township homes last month. The guide 
provides a list of gifts which can be purchased in the name 
of someone special in your life. 
 Gift suggestions, which range from $25 to $397, include 
digital thermometers, new hospital pillows, educational 
DVDs and Aero Chambers for asthmatic children. “This 
doesn’t limit the size of donations we accept,” Mr. Brown 
says, “but it provides a visual destination for the dona-
tions.” 
 Giving a gift with meaning is so easy to do. Just fill 
out the simple form in the “easy giving guide” providing 
details on who you’d like to honour, slip it into the self ad-
dressed envelope and mail.
 It couldn’t be easier and more rewarding. Donations 
can also be made at www.pphfoundation.ca.

 The annual Snowflake Sale being held at the Kent 
Farndale Gallery provides an opportunity to find special 
gifts for everyone on your list, from talented local artists 
and artisans.
 All of the items featured in the Snowflake Sale are 
handcrafted and a portion of the proceeds of sales will 
be donated to the Scugog Memorial Public Library.
 This is a great opportunity to view from a wide 
range of work in a variety of media, including: pho-
tography, jewellery, handcrafted soaps and bath items, 
pottery and ceramics, acrylic and watercolour original 
paintings, prints, greeting cards and calendars, as well 
as metal sculpture.
 Featured artists include Doreen Van Camp (ceram-
ics), Shirley Heard, Brenda Lachance, Faye McAlpine 
(jewellery), Melanie Baker (metalwork), Jonathan van 
Bilsen, David Addison, Brenda Hadden-Marsland 
(photography) and paintings by Shirley Heard, Anne 
Labelle-Johnson and Jean Telford-Rahme.
 The community is invited to drop by the Kent Farn-
dale Gallery on December 6, from 1 to 4 p.m., to meet 
the artists. The Snowflake Sale runs from December 6  to 
21 at the Scugog Memorial Library. 

 Doug Brown with daughter Emily, 3, 

display the Port Perry Hospital Founda-

tion’s Christmas easy giving guide.

Snowflake Sale features 
local artists, artisans at  
Kent Farndale Gallery

Hospital Foundation
provides gift ideas
that are timeless
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had to come of age in a hurry.
 Our small shipyards could not build large ships, but 
they certainly could produce small ones and they sure 
did. Hundreds of them. Some of those early ships didn’t 
even have guns to defend themselves against the U Boats. 
They actually sailed with the convoys with carved wooden 
shapes mounted on their decks to look like guns in case of 
being spotted by the enemy. The real guns were installed in 
Britain once they got there.
 By the time the war ended in 1945, Canada with a popu-
lation of 11 million, boasted more than one million men and 
women in the Armed Forces, a contribution no other coun-
try could match. Our navy consisted of more than 400 ships, 
including aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers, frigates and 
large numbers of little Corvettes where life at sea, for Mr. 
Smitherman and his shipmates, was never ending misery.
 They lived jammed in like sardines, poorly fed, forever 
cold, wet, tired and yes lots of the time hungry. So please, 
show as much respect as you can to these old timers be-
cause they gave their all so the rest could be free.
 I was too young to serve during the war, but joined in 
1949 and served ten years in the Navy. I have a lot of respect 
for the wartime servicemen. Our ships are called HMCS, 
meaning Her Majesty’s Canadian Ship. They are usually 
named after cities, rivers etc. 
 Thank you for letting me point out some of the lesser 
known facts about our glorious navy.
 Sincerely
 Rene Bouffard
 Port Perry

Editor’s Note: Wow, thanks for the clarification Rene. That 
certainly helps us old ‘landlubbers’ understand Canada’s 
contribution to the war much better.  

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Continued from Canadian Navy page 2

Dear Editor 
  First of all let me say thanks for including dad and 
mom’s anniversary (Don and Stella Asling) in your recent 
“thumbs up” column. They had a wonderful celebration, 
(70th anniversary) with many friends and family.
  Your article about the Port Perry Cadet Corp brought 
back fond memories. I understand the situation is different 
now but when I was a student in PPHS everybody had to 
participate in cadets, unless you had a medical certificate. 
 Grant McDonald, principal for most of my years there, 
was always out there and I suppose some of his enthusiasm 
must have rubbed off on the students. 
 I do recall the ceremonies that were held in the gym each 
Armistice Day so that each and every student was made 
aware of battles fought that had paved the way to our con-
tinued freedom and peace. Being a cadet brought that home 
to us every week, not just once a year.

Pat Asling
Uxbridge

Editor’s Note: Thanks Pat, for your thoughts and memo-
ries about your days in the Port Perry Cadet Corp. 

Dear Editor:
 Since this is my first time writing, I must start by saying 
congratulations on the Focus on Scugog publication.  I’m not 
living in Scugog anymore, but my parents save them for me, 
they are a “treasure.”  
 That said, the purpose of my email is to bring attention 
to a disgraceful act of animal cruelty taking place at a Scugog 
Island farm, as reported in the Toronto Star (November 8, 
2008).  This one would go in “Thumbs Down” to say the  
least.
 It is extremely important that incidents of this nature are 
not permitted to continue. If the perpetrator of this travesty 
doesn’t have the decency to clean up his act for the sake of his 
livestock, perhaps shining the national and local spotlight on 
this will help save these animals from intolerable conditions.

Drew Jones
Toronto

(former Scugog resident)
Editor’s Note: It’s always nice to hear from our readers and 
former residents. We couldn’t agree more that this article 
casts a blight on this great community we are so proud of. 
‘Thumbs Down’ indeed!

Animal cruelty should not be tolerated
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 Dr. Tony Brown of Port Perry was among 
an elite group of 15 individuals from across 
the GTA to receive the prestigious YMCA 
Peace Medallion on November 20. 
  The YMCA Peace Medallion is awarded 
each year to volunteers working to find 
peaceful  solutions to violence, conflict, dis-
crimination and injustice, enhancing the lives 
of people  in their community by creating a 
more peaceful environment.
 “This year’s recipients are exceptional 
examples of ordinary people who have done  
extraordinary work in their communities,” 
said Laura Palmer Korn, YMCA Senior Vice-
President. “These individuals have demon-
strated remarkable leadership in promoting  
peace and have enhanced the lives of people 
in their community and around the world.”
 While the power of peace lies within all 
of us, it takes a certain kind of person to lead 
a community toward peace and Dr. Brown is 
an excellent example of this type of compas-
sionate, caring person.
 While studying at the University of West-
ern Ontario medical school, Dr. Brown spent 
three months at a mission hospital in Kenya, 

where his passion for medi-
cal missions in the devel-
oping world took root. As a 
doctor, he has led missions 
to Honduras, Guatemala 
and, most recently, to 
Nicaragua with Feed the 
Children Canada. 
 Tony has a particular 
passion for drawing oth-
ers into the rewarding, 
hope-filled adventure of 
mission work. You can 
often find him accepting 
donations of children’s 
vitamins and monetary 
gifts for the missions, 
or gently encouraging 
and inviting colleagues 
and friends to join the 
teams. An upcoming 
medical mission to El 
Salvador is planned for April. 
 The Peace Medallions were awarded dur-
ing the YMCA World Peace Week (November 
15-22) in Toronto.

Dr. Tony Brown recipient of
YMCA ‘Peace Medallion’

Dr. Tony Brown tends to 

a young child during one 

of his missions to Central 

America.
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- to Canada Post Corp. for heeding a call to refurbish 
-

ding by Focus on Scugog last June followed by numerous 

a work order to start much needed repairs and maintenance. Un-
fortunately work stopped and the roof still looks like crap! 

- It might be a little early to judge, but we’re giving a 
‘thumbs down’ to the effectiveness of the National Do Not 
Call List which was initiated a few months back. After reg-
istering our phone numbers almost two months ago, we 

continue to be plagued by unsolicited and unwanted calls from 
dozens of telemarketers, usually during dinner time or later. It’s a 
great idea, but there are so many exemptions we’re not so sure 
it’s going to be a very effective list. 

- to Durham Region Transit for their thoughtfulness 
last month in honouring the region’s war veterans. On No-
vember 11, the DRT provided free transit service to all 
veterans and military personnel in uniform, as well as their 

family members who accompanied them to Remembrance Day 
services throughout the region. A very considerate gesture! 

- A really big ‘thumbs down’ this month to the latest 
assessment notices sent out by MPAC. With an economy 
that’s gone down the toilet, the new assessments are a 
slap in the face to both businesses and residents. Increas-

es of this magnitude are unwarranted, especially when the value 
of properties are on the decline. If our governments - local, pro-
vincial and federal need more revenue, they should start cutting 
out some bureaucratic fat to help the taxpayer cope.

- to Pam Henshall and Ken Koury, who annually 
resist the temptation to decorate their windows for 
Christmas until after Remembrance Day. The sugges-
tion, by a Focus reader, to acknowledge the owners 

of Henshall’s and The Nutty Chocolatier is a good one. We 
heartily agree and offer our congratulations to them and any 
other store owners who may have honoured the veterans.

- to Dr. Tony Brown for being selected as the 2008 re-
cipient of the Durham YMCA Peace Medallion. Dr. Brown 
and his colleagues have been recognized for the compas-
sionate care they have been providing to people living in 

third world countries like Nicaragua over the past few years. A 
great big ‘thumbs up’ to Dr. Tony and his team of medical profes-
sionals for the well deserved honour. 

- to the Port Perry Lions Club for jumping in to save 
the annual Santa Claus Parade after the Scugog Chamber 
of Commerce announced earlier this year it wanted to get 
out of the ‘event’ business. The Santa Claus Parade is 

one of the community’s most anticipated events by both young 
and old. We applaud the Lions for their enthusiasm and commit-
ment, but are saddened by the Chambers’ decision to give it up.

Thumbs
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Children of the Pre-School Storytime Program  

taught by Julie Anne Gatton-Gibbons

at Scugog Memorial Public Library.
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 Nancy Hamer Strahl, of Port Perry High School, is one of 
the best history teachers in the country and she’s on top of the 
world after receiving the prestigous Governor General’s Award 
for Excellence in Teaching Canadian History.
 “It’s a wonderful honour. Like the Oscars for teachers,” 
Nancy said about the recognition. 
 Nancy was one of six teachers from across Canada who re-
ceived the Governor General’s Award at Rideau Hall in Ottawa 
on November 17. Prior to the presentation, the teachers enjoyed 
a private luncheon with The Right Honourable Michaelle Jean, 
which Nancy described as “an unbelievable experience.”
 Through her teaching Nancy places emphasis on student 
achievement by connecting students with their local and 
global Canadian wartime history. In her history unit, students 
completed a comprehensive study of Canada’s role in the two 
world wars through various projects. They also studied the 
paramilitary camp known as “Camp X”. 
 Students created time capsules for the 60th anniversary of 
Juno Beach and the Battle of Hong Kong. Both projects became 
published books: Passing the Torch: Our Youth Remembers 
Juno Beach and Passing the Torch: Our Youth Remembers 
Hong Kong. 
 Students also took part in the ‘We Remember Vimy Ridge’ 
project, in which they researched veterans from the First World 
War and created a book from their research. They paid tribute 
to local veterans through the Memorial Plaque Project, and 
held a Remembrance Day tribute and plaque re-dedication in 
memory of eight fallen soldiers who were former students of 
Port Perry High School.
 Congratulations Nancy for this well deserved honour!

Nancy is the best!
One of six teachers from across Canada  

to receive Governor General’s award

Nancy Hamer Strahl, left, after receiving her medal from The Right  

Honourable Michaelle Jean, Governor General of Canada.



OH GIVE ME A HOME      
  WHERE THE 
    BUFFALO ROAM ...

 I was walking along 
Queen Street, the other 
day and noticed a taxi 
with an ad for a buf-
falo ranch in the rear 
window. After pausing 
and wondering what the 
connection was, a simple 
telephone call gave me 
the answer.
 “Come on over,” a voice 
said. “My name is Ash.” Still 
confused about the connection, 
I ventured from the security 
of downtown Port Perry and 
drove to the outskirts of the 
Island, toward Ghost Road (a 
story in itself).
 Finding the driveway I 
travelled the kilometre long 
dirt road, passing a number 
of buffalo behind a fence. The 
end of the long lane ended at a 
rustic house directly beside the 
water. 
 As I was about to get out, 
a full size German Sheppard 
came running out and put his 
front paws on the window 
ledge of my SUV.
 Thank goodness for cell 
phones, because there was no 
way I was getting out of my 
vehicle. A woman answered 
my call suggesting the dog 
was harmless. “He’s only ten 
months old,” she said.
 While pondering the pros-
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AM ...

pect of getting out, suddenly the door opened and there stood 
Ash. He smiled and called the dog off and I bravely walked 
toward the house. Once inside I met Ash’s wife Marleen, who 
offered me a coffee. 
 “Marleen runs Island Taxi and I look after the buffalo,” Ash 
explained. Now it was coming together for me. Ash and Marleen 
own Island Taxi as well as the Lake Scugog Buffalo Ranch. 
 Now I must explain that Ash, somewhere in his mid-40s, has 
long, shaggy black hair,  a grayish beard and a dark complexion, 
which all made sense when he told me he was from Sri Lanka. 
So naturally I had to ask how someone from south central Asia 
finds their way to Scugog Island, runs a taxi business and starts a 
buffalo ranch.
 Ash laughed and explained that he came to Canada when 
he was 16 and through a friend had a job driving a limousine in 
Toronto, while he lived in Scarborough. Ash enjoyed the job but 
wanted more and soon purchased his own limo and obtained 
several large, corporate contracts. In 1987 he married Marleen, 
who had recently arrived from the Netherlands. 
 One autumn Ash was helping a friend build a cottage. They 
received a call to lend a hand with the construction of a pole barn 
on Scugog Island. When they arrived Ash noticed the property 
was for sale. He fell in love with the location and it was soon 
thereafter that he bought all 140 acres.
 The house was in need of a great deal of repair and Ash 
worked on the place for three months before he told Marleen he 
had purchased it. “That was one of the worst winters I have ever 
experienced,” Marleen said, in between telephone calls for the 
taxi company. 
 “The four of us were huddled together in one room while 
we fixed up the rest of the house.” Ash and Marleen have two 
children; a daughter who attends Guelph University and a son 
who still lives at home.
 I was curious how this developed into a taxi business. “When 
the money ran out,” Ash explained, “I had to decide what to do. I 
could return to limo driving in Toronto or drive a taxi up here.”
 Needless to say it was the latter and Marleen and Ash have 
never looked back. They now have five taxis and cover Scugog 
and beyond. They still have the limo business in Toronto, which 
keeps them in touch with the city.
 In 2003 Ash became friends with Andy Startek, a buffalo 
rancher from the area. It was Andy that got Ash started on buf-
falo. He purchased 17 head and the learning curve began. A year 
later Ash drove to Saskatchewan where he bought ten more and 
brought them back on a trailer. This continued for a few years 
and now Ash’s Lake Scugog Buffalo Ranch has eighty head, with 
eight to twelve due to give birth in the next few weeks.
 Ash took me out in his truck to get up close and personal 

with the buffalo. I had no idea how big they were, until I stood 
next to them. We talked about the future of buffalo meat and Ash 
was quite enthused. He currently sells to a number of butcher 
shops, including Herrington’s in Port Perry.
 He says that out of all the different meats, including chicken 
and salmon, buffalo is the lowest in cholesterol. “It has the high-
est percentage of protein and is the easiest to digest because of 
the grain,” Ash explained as he gave me a portion of ground 
buffalo to try.
 “I owe everything I know to a friend and his son who also 
farm on the Island. When I started I didn’t even know how to cut 
hay. I was used to a push mower in Scarborough. They showed 
me the ropes.”
 My thirty minute interview lasted several hours and I was 
intrigued and surprised at the entrepreneurship of Ash and Mar-
leen Esufali, a couple who literally took the buffalo by the horns.

Jonathan van Bilsen 
Focus on Scugog

  Ash Esufali, owner of Lake Scugog Buffalo Ranch.
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 Dana Smith, owner of Dana’s Goldsmithing, and store manager Kerry Turner 
are into the spirit of Christmas. The smiling Santas are shown above proudly dis-
playing this year’s traditional Christmas Angel. 

 This year’s Angel is the eighth in a series of spe-
cially designed tree ornaments, which are sold at 
both Dana’s Goldsmithing and Silversides, to aid 
the Port Perry Hospital. The attractive pewter an-
gels sell for $20 each, with $5 from every purchase 
being donated to the local hospital foundation. 
 Since initiating this unique fundraiser, Dana 
has donated more than $26,000 to the hospital 
from sales of the Christmas Angels and this year 
she hopes to sell about 700 angels through the two 
Port Perry stores.
 Dana’s Christmas Angels have become quite a 
collector’s item since they were introduced eight 
years ago, so anyone wanting one should drop by 
one of the Port Perry stores before this issue of the 
series is sold out.

The ‘Santa Spirit’ is alive and
well at local jewellery store

Kerry Turner and Dana Smith display the 2008 Christmas Angel now on sale.
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Christmas 

By the time Santa arrived on Saturday, November 29, downtown Port Perry and local store windows were decked-out in Christmas colours.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten, Nov. 2007

lights up Port Perry
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 Having an important birthday or an-
niversary? Already got enough “stuff”? 
Looking for a good Christmas gift? 
 If you don’t want your family to buy you 
gifts, why not ask them to give a donation 
to the Hospital Auxiliary in your name?
 The Port Perry Hospital Auxiliary 
would be happy to send one or two of their 
members to your event to accept donations 
and write tax receipts on the spot.  Or you 
can collect the donations, bring them to the 
treasurer, Irma, and she will send out the 
appropriate receipts.
 It’s a great way to honour the birthday 
person or the anniversary couple and give 
a gift to a very good cause.  All the funds 
that the Auxiliary collects go to support the 
Hospital, to buy much needed equipment 
and to improve care for our patients here in 
Port Perry.
 For more information, contact Irma at  
905-985-7340 or Anne 905-985-3158.

Give a gift to 
someone special 
that keeps giving

 The ladies of the Port Perry 
Hospital Auxiliary are keeping 
themselves busy this Christmas 
season, and once again they are 
holding their “Parade of Christmas 
Trees” Silent Auction. 
 Unique small Christmas trees, 
decorated by local businesses, indi-
viduals and organizations will be 
auctioned off on Saturday, Decem-

ber 6. The trees will be on display 
for the remainder of the week at 
Henshall’s Clothing Store at 241 
Queen St. 
 Drop by and see these truly 
“one-of-a-kind” miniature trees and 
then place your bid. Winning bids 
will be announced December 6, and 
money raised will be used to assist 
the Auxiliary for hospital projects.

Miniature Christmas tree auction
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 Towards the end of January 2008, more 
than 30 brave souls charged into the bone 
chilling water of Lake Scugog to raise more 
than $13,000 for the local hospital. 
 Now a year later, the Hospital Auxiliary, 
organizers of “The Great Port Perry Polar 
Plunge” are preparing for the second annual 
Plunge to be held Saturday, January 10, 
2009 beginning at 11:00 a.m. in Palmer Park. 
This year they are hoping for an even larger 
turnout of brave souls to increase the amount 
raised last year.
 According to Anne Wright, Bill McKee, 
the town crier has been lined up to get things 
underway and the local fire department is 
scheduled to provide water rescue demon-
strations prior to the plunge.
 Participants in the plunge are asked to 
secure pledges totalling a minimum of $200 
from their friends, co-workers, family, or 

anyone who would just love to see them take 
a jump in the frigid lake in January.  Receipts 
for income tax purposes will be issued for 
donations of $20 or more. Proceeds will ben-
efit the Port Perry Hospital. 
 Organizers are once again encouraging 
participants to come dressed in costumes, or 
bathing suits. And yes, if you want to wear 
your bikini, that’s okay too.  There will be 
coffee and hot chocolate in the park for those 
who have come to cheer the plungers on.  It’s 
a great family event and lots of fun!
 An award ceremony will be held in the 
Latcham Centre after the plunge and a hot 
lunch will be provided by the Hospital Auxil-
iary members.
 More information, pledge sheets and a 
copy of the waiver may be obtained by call-
ing Ruth 905 985-6232 or Anne 905 985-3158.

PLUNGE!The Great Port Perry

POLAR
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SCUGOG REMEMBERS

 

Above, Ken Nightingale lays a wreath  in memory of his parents. Right, Silver Cross Mother Irene Stevens approaches the cenotaph to lay a wreath.

 Below left, Jeff Taylor and Jim Smitherman of the colour party.             Inset right, veteran Legion member Ted Burns during the ceremony.

11•11•11Scugog stood still 
for a few minutes 
on November 11 
to remember and 
honour all the 
men and women 
who paid the 

for Canada dur-
ing World War I, 
World War II and 
the Korean War.
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Did You Know?

D - Port Perry busi-
ness organizations have been bring-
ing Santa Claus to the children of the 
area for more than 70 years. While the 
exact date is undetermined, Santa’s 
arrival can be traced back to at least 
1931.  Originally under the auspices of 
the Port Perry Businessmen’s Associa-
tion, the parade was taken over by the 
Chamber of Commerce in 1958 and has 
been operated by them ever since.
 It’s unfortunate that after more than 75 
years, the directors of the Scugog Chamber 
of Commerce have decided to abandon this 
tradition of bringing Santa to town. Thank 
goodness the Lions Club stepped up! 

D - Christmas season 
is in full swing  and gift cards will be-
come a popular choice as shoppers try 
to finish up their shopping lists. But 
did you know that  almost 25 per cent 
of all “gift cards” are never redeemed, 
for a variety of reasons, including loss, 
store closings and expiry dates. Con-
sumer groups suggest you only pur-
chase gift cards from reputable sourc-
es, and ask the retailer if the cards have 
an expiry date or activation fee.
 Just remember, if you don’t know what 
gift to buy, you can always give cash... it’s 
something that never expires and is less 
likely to be lost than a gift card.

D - A number of years 
ago, one of Port Perry’s most awaited 
Christmas window decorations was 
Brock’s Department Store. For many, 
many years Brock’s life-sized Santa 
Claus graced the store’s Queen St. 
window holding his long list of “who’s  
been bad and who’s been good.” The 
list stretched from his white gloved 
hands to his tip of his black boots. The 
arrival of Santa at Brock’s truly kicked 
off the Christmas season in town.
 We wonder where “ole Santa” is today 
and hope one year he’ll be returned to his 
familiar spot in the corner of Brock’s win-
dow looking out over Port Perry.



Sketches of early Port Perry

Scene of Port Perry published in the ‘Anglo American Magazine’ - January to June 1854

 These two remarkable scenes were 

sketched and published during the 1800s,  

although almost 30 years apart.

 The top sketch by “Lowe Armstrong” 

shows the small village of Port Perry as it 

looked from Scugog Island in 1854 and was 

published in The Anglo American Magazine.

 The sketch below was published in one of 

three volumes of “Picturesque Canada - The 

 Following is a condensed excerpt of the 

text that accompanied the 1854 sketch in the 

Anglo American Magazine:

COUNTRY SKETCHES
SCUGOG AND ITS VICINITY

 Whitby is easily reached by steamer, and 
Lake Scugog is only 19 miles to the north, 
with a very good road.” 
 Port Perry is a thriving village with several 
saw-mills and the tourist will be surprised to 

-

her wildest garb. Lake Scugog, or the larger 
portion of it, as it presently exists, has been 

Lindsay, many years ago, raised the water 
-

ing a large tract of country. 
 From this cause the lake has not yet 
been properly delineated on any map, all, 
hitherto published, having been copied 
from the original plans of the surveyors.
 “At the time these townships were sur-
veyed, what constitutes the southern por-
tion of Lake Scugog was dry land. The 
back country being but thinly settled, it was 
sometime before the mischief was discov-
ered, when legal proceedings were insti-
tuted by the owners of the property, and the 
dam was ordered to be lowered two feet. 
 “The Island of Scugog is, strange to say, 
not mentioned by Smith, in his Canada, al-
though it is a prominent feature in the scen-
ery around Port Perry. It is, I should think, 
about one hundred feet above the level of 

farms, and it is well covered with hardwood 
mixed with some pine. 
 The steamer, Woodman, plies between 
Port Perry and Lindsay, so that the tourist 
may visit both places, and if time permits, 
he should also visit the thriving little village 
of Prince Albert.
 The Indian name Scugog, or as the In-
dians pronounce it Scu-a-gog, implies sub-

 The lower sketch shows a similar view of 
Port Perry looking across Lake Scugog. It 
was published in Picturesque Canada, in 
1882 by George M. Grant. This sketch of 
Port Perry is by artist W. C. Fitler. 
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Dear Editor
On Sunday February 22, 2009 Community Nursing Home will 

be hosting a “Crave Day” with professionals from the Beauty In-
dustry and other pampered services to provide a day of luxury. 

to travel to Newfoundland as part of the ongoing ‘Dare to Dream’ 
program at Community Nursing Home, Port Perry.  

drawn sleigh ride on Valentines Day to a cruise on Lake Scugog. 
We now hope to take this program to the next level with a large 
group of residents who dream to visit Newfoundland.

 Our goal is to raise at least $21,000 over the next eight 
months. This amount represents a portion of the cost for each 
residents’ airfare, accommodations, food, and support for a total 

By volunteering your services at our nursing home on Sunday 
February 22, 2009 from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., you will be assisting in 
reaching our goal of $10,000 for this one-day event.

The target is to sell 100 tickets to this Crave Day at $125 per 
person. Each ticket will provide the consumer three professional 

breakfast, lunch, an opportunity to shop, a gift bag which includes 
a spa robe, as well as an afternoon wine tasting event.

We would like to invite you to participate in this event. We are 
looking for vendors and beauty specialists to volunteer their ser-

related industry. 
By donating your time not only will you be helping the resi-

dents to obtain their dreams of Newfoundland, but also you will be 
exposing your prod-
ucts and services to 
100 potential new 
clients.  

If you have any 
other questions or 
would like to pur-
chase a ticket, a 
great Christmas 
gift for your special 
someone, please 
contact, Karen San-
som at 905-985-
3205 ext: 232, or 
email ksansom@
cimica.

Sincerely,

Karen Sansom

Activity Director

Community  

Nursing Home  

Port Perry

Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Helping make dreams come true



Life On The Lake
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 How many times this past summer, and especially 
the summer before have you heard ... “Why don’t they 
do something about the lake? They talk but they never 
do anything!”   

 Well, something has been done and much more 
is planned.   But, how will it all affect your lakefront 
property and your personal enjoyment of the lake?  

established to plan a management strategy for Lake 
Scugog?  Perhaps your property is not on the lake but 
you are unsure about your well, your septic system, or 
your woodlot.

 On Thursday, December 4 from  

6 to 9 p.m. the doors will be open 

at the Scugog Community Centre 

on Reach Street for a mini, but 

mighty, Green-Expo co-ordinated 

by Kawartha Conservation.  

 They have arranged an opportunity for you to chat 
with a wide range of experts about the health of Lake 
Scugog, the Nonquon River, erosion problems, sep-
tic systems, wells, shoreline naturalization and much 
more.   

 Here you will be able to get the real facts!  Pos-
sibly you will be able to get both information help and 

Kawartha Conservation, Scugog Township and Durham 
Region to help implement their groundwater protection 
programs and the Lake Scugog environmental man-
agement strategy.

 But conversations go both ways.  Your voice about 
your concerns and problems is a necessary part of 

homeowners are encountering, what their priorities are, 
and what is judged as unimportant.  

 The Scugog Lake Stewards will be there and they 
will be especially interested to hear your comments.   
The Stewards try hard to be the “eyes on the lake” 
making sure those who regulate the lake truly under-
stand the complexities of Lake Scugog. For more infor-
mation see 

December 2008 Published by Scugog Lake Stewards Inc. Vol. 2  Number 4

GET YOUR COAT AND
GRAB YOUR HAT!

If you live near the lake you must not miss this opportunity!

The Scugog Lake Stewards Inc. 
sincerely appreciate the enormous

contribution that the
Department of Fisheries and 

Oceans Canada 
have given through their regular support of

our “Life on the Lake” inserts in 
Focus on Scugog magazine.

We are also indebted to Focus on Scugog  
magazine for the provision of space in this issue

and their year-long support of our many lake-based  
programs.

Eurasian milfoil, an invasive aquatic 
plant, continues to plague Lake Scugog.   

Would you be interested in working on a 
fundraising committee, organized by Scu-
gog Lake Stewards Inc., to stock Lake 

Scugog with a native biological control that will reduce 
that invasive milfoil back to manageable standards?

If so, call Jamie Ross, President of the Lake Stewards, 
at (905) 985-0555 or email bkarthein@yahoo.ca
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 Britni Smith lives, eats and breathes hockey - at least it almost seems 
that way when you ask Jay and Aldon, proud parents of their young 
hockey star.
 The Smith family, who reside in Utica, definitely know the 
number of hockey hours involved to achieve a hockey dream. A 
dream far beyond any expectations they could have imagined 
when their youngster donned skates for the first time. 
 Countless hours spent travelling to various arenas, 
up at the crack of dawn for early morning 
games at the rink and the cold winter 
mornings when a bed was far more 
inviting!  This of course, also comes with 
the reality of the heavy cost of playing this great Canadian 
game.
 The Smiths have three daughters. Their eldest, Meghan, 
is an accomplished athlete on the soccer field and is currently 
finishing her Masters degree at Queen’s University. Meghan 
played three years with the ‘York Yeomen’ varsity girls team, 
capturing the silver medal at the Nationals last year. 
 Next is 20 year-old Britni, who is currently attending St. 
Lawrence University in New 
York and is in her second year 
of a four year hockey scholar-
ship. The youngest, Madison, 
is following her sister Britni 
in the pursuit of the game of 
hockey.  Madison is playing 
on the North Durham Blades 
in the midget division and 
enjoying this great game as 
well.  
 Sports for the Smith girls 
is a way of life and they 
have all been able to live out 
their dreams on the field or 
ice over the years as well as 
developing a strong sense of 

commitment and ambition 
to the sports they love to play.  

The journey for all of them to date 
has been a whirlwind of activity, providing 

the family with some great adventures and chal-
lenges along the way.  
 The hockey culture has given the family opportunities 
to travel to different parts of Ontario and it’s easy to see 
that Britni has built a solid hockey resume since she first 
laced up a pair of skates.  
 Her mom and dad discovered they really did have a 
hockey player in the making when Britni was playing in 
the Port Perry Minor Hockey Association during 1995/96. 
She played her first season in the tyke division with the 
boys.
 Playing with the boys, Britni displayed grit, drive and 
a good attitude both on and off the ice, and this has taken 
her far.  In the years that followed that first season Britni’s 
passion and skills kept unfolding and developing and the 
raw talent that showed on the ice was quickly noticed. 
 She played three years with the ‘Novice A’ team in the 
O.M.H.A. circuit with her male peers, honing her strength 
and skills. This development landed her a playing posi-
tion with the Lakeridge Bullets triple ‘A’ boys team and 
from 2000 to 2002 she played with an Uxbridge Peewee ‘A’ 
team, again with the boys.
 Britni’s road to success continued, when in 2002/03 
she moved to the girls’ hockey circuit joining the Dur-
ham West ‘A’ Bantam team. Here her strong skills helped 
power the team to win gold at the Provincials in 2002. 
 The following season she moved closer to her dream 

Young 

promising hockey 

star Britni Smith with the 

Port Perry Novice A team

about 1996. 

Please turn to page 32Britni in her Team Canada sweater.
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of playing National hockey when she earned a birth on 
a Markham-Stouffville midget team. This program gave 
Britni’s hockey talent a boost and helped develop the skills 
she would need to pursue her dream of playing for Canada. 
 After two more years in Markham, playing with an 
Intermediate ‘AA’ team which qualified for the Provincials, 
she was recognized as a top rated defense player and was 
invited to Team Ontario’s ‘Under 18’ tryouts.  
 Britni was successful in being chosen to the ‘Women’s 
Red’ team and moved to a higher level of competition. This 
team certainly put her on the hockey map when the team 
brought home the gold medal that year at the National 
Championships, hosted in Salmon Arm, British Columbia. 
 In 2006 Team Canada’s ‘Under 22’ team invited Britni 
to camp. She cracked the line-up that year and she’s now a 
senior on the team for 2008-2009.
 One of the many highlights of her still young career was 
when she scored her first international goal during her first 
year as a rookie, against Japan.
 Her new team participated in two Air Canada Cup tour-
naments, held in Germany, where they captured the gold 
medal both years. Britni hopes to participate in her third 
Canada Cup tournament this year when the team will travel 
to Switzerland and Germany. 
 Playing hockey in Port Perry is something that Britni 
remembers fondly, particularly when she was captain of the 
Rebels High School hockey team in 2006. That was her final 
year of playing on the team. She graduated from high school 
as an Ontario Scholar and had made the honour role in all 
four years she attended the school.

     After high school, Britni’s 
talents landed her a full hock-
ey scholarship to St. Lawrence 
University, in Canton, New 
York.  She moved to Canton in 
2006 and now travels back and 
forth with her school and the 
‘Under 22’ team. 
      Britni works hard with 
both her athletics and aca-
demics, studying Psychology 
and Kinesiology and hopes to 
someday be able to use these 
skills as an athletic therapist. 
 Britni’s hockey talent 
helped put her team, the 
St. Lawrence Saints, on the 

hockey radar in the U.S.A. With the addition of her to the 
team, in 2007 the Saints advanced to the Frozen Four in 
Lake Placid, advancing to the consolation finals. And, on a 
personal level, Britni was named the Saint’s Rookie of the 
Year. She was also selected for the ECAC (Eastern College 
Athletic Conference) rookie ‘All Star’ team as well as making 
the ECAC ‘Academic’ team.
 Although it seems that Britni’s hockey has only been 
on the ice, she also has had a successful career on the ball 
hockey court.  She played from 2004-2007 in the Oshawa Mi-
nor Ball Hockey Association and in 2004 won bronze at the 
Women’s Provincial ‘B’ tournament, where she was named 
tournament MVP. She also played with the Toronto Devils 
Women’s ball hockey team at the women’s World Cup in 

Pittsburgh, where they won 
the Silver Medal and she was 
the top scorer of the tourna-
ment.

 In 2006 she was a member of 
team Canada Women’s Ball 
hockey team that represented 
Canada in the Inaugural 
Women’s World Cup Champi-
onships in Germany where the 
team won gold and she was 
named most valuable defense-
man.  What a dream!

By Dave Roulston
Special to Focus on Scugog

From “Britni Smith” on page 31

Britni Smith in 2008

MIKE

FOWLER

1/4 Page

Ad
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 Students of Nancy Hamer Strahl’s history class at at Port Perry 

soldiers at Pine Grove Cemetery the day before Remembrance Day. 

The students visited the gravesites of fallen soldiers, placing signs 

with messages such as - “You Are Remembered” and “Thank You For 

Your Service” near the headstones. At left, Jeff Taylor, representing the 

Royal Canadian Legion, watches as the students, from left, Michael 

9th day of December, 1942.

  Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten.

High school students remember
Scugog Township’s war heroes

Left, Flying 

MacMaster’s 

name on the 

Port Perry 

cenotaph.
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 I find myself wondering more 
and more, as the years progress, what 
will happen to our generation when 
the golden years finally sink in. Then, 
speculating about our children and their 
children, I am left with deep rooted 
concerns about what their future holds 
when they reach an age where they are 
no longer able to take care of them-
selves.
 With that in mind, I paid a visit to 
the Community Nursing Home on Sim-
coe Street in Port Perry, and met with 
Karen Sansom, the Activity Director, 
as well as Perry Grandell, a concerned 
citizen who donates 30-40 hours of time 
each week to the home.
 When questioned about the future 
of care for seniors I was extremely 
pleased to hear Karen’s response. “I 
have spent thirty years in this industry 
trying to make sure that it is in the best 
possible shape when I need to use its 
services,” she said.
 Continuing our conversation, I was 
pleased to learn from Karen that this 
nursing home in Port Perry is among 
the best in the province. 

 A recent compliance review left the 
facility with a ‘thumbs up’ rating. The 
average institution in Ontario has three 
marks against it, but our Community 
Nursing Home had none.
 One of the reasons is the attitude of 
the staff and the activities they create. 
The immense success of the recent ‘Dare 
to Dream’ program has amazed every-
one. The program accepts ‘wishes’ from 
residents and staff, who do everything 
in their power to make the dreams come 
true.
 “One of the best we have had,” 
explains Karen, “was the horseback ride 
for John Gavin, an injured worker who 
is confined to a wheelchair for the rest 
of his life. Tears came to our eyes when 
we saw how happy the adventure made 
John.” 
 “I am just so pleased to see Port 
Perry get behind this project and sup-
port it 100 percent,” Perry Grandell 
added. Among the eight dreams ful-
filled for residents so far are a balloon 
ride, a sleigh ride and a trip in a 1974 
MG convertible.
 The Community Nursing Home in 

Port Perry was built 
in the early 1970s and 

interestingly enough, the original build-
ing was once the home of the Port Perry 
Hospital. 
 Before becoming a hospital, the 
building had been used as a barrack in 
the Ajax munitions plant and transport-
ed here in pieces by truck after the war. 
Today the building is used as the Villa 
Retirement Residence and ironically 
one of the current residents lived in the 
building when it was used as a barrack 
during the war.
 The care in the Community Nurs-
ing Home is second to none. Of the 107 
residents 35 are over 90 years old. The 
nursing home’s oldest resident, Jenny 
Johnson, passed away just a few weeks 
after this interview. 
 The staff outnumbers residents 1.5 
to one and there are at least 450 volun-
teer hours donated each month. “This 
really helps with the outings.” Karen 
explains. “Shopping excursions, for 
example, require one-on-one care, as do 
many other activities.” 
 Every other month the residents 
go to the Fiddle Club and dance up a 
storm, even those in wheelchairs par-
ticipate. “Some residents don’t want to 
leave,” says Perry, “and even when they 
stay until the end of the evening they 
complain about having to go.
 I was happy to have had the op-
portunity to meet with Karen, Perry and 
several of the residents of the Com-
munity Nursing Home. I now have a 
much better understanding and am a 
great deal less apprehensive about my 
own golden years and those of people 
around me.

By Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

Golden years?
Staff, volunteers inject joy into
the lives of elderly residents

Perry Grandell and 

Perry Community Nursing 

Home’s oldest resident, 

Jenny Johnson, 102, who 

we are sorry to report 

passed away on  

November 17.

Photo by 

Jonathan van Bilsen
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 Renovations to the basement of the Port Perry Scout Hall 
have been completed and the bright new facility was offi-
cially opened November 16 with members of the Scouting  
Association, Big Brothers Big Sister and dignitaries on hand.
 Among the 50 people on hand for the ribbon cutting were, 
above left, John O’Toole, Durham MP, Scugog Mayor Mari-
lyn Pearce, with scissors, Lloyd White of Ontario Trillium 
Foundation, Ellen Greenough, Keegan Dobbs, and Deborah  
Proctor, Executive Director Big Brothers Big Sisters Associa-
tion of North Durham.
 The latest renovations were made possible by a $75,000 
grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation and donations 
from Baagwating Community Association. In addition there 
were hundreds of volunteer hours, plus thousands of dollars 
and materials donated into restoring the hall.
 This completes the second phase of the renovation proj-
ect, making it fully accessible. “This hall is a symbol of what 
a community can do when they work together,” commented 
Lloyd Greenough who is a member of the Scout Hall Restora-
tion Committee.
 The main floor of the Scout Hall was officially re-opened 

two years ago, providing space for recreational activities for 
youth and members of the community.
 The renovations have provided both the Scouts and Big 
Brothers Big Sisters with a permanent location and ensures 
the building will be around for years to come. 

Everyone smiling as Scout Hall officially opened



40  FOCUS - DECEMBER 2008    

Local residents receive 
Mayor’s Heritage Awards

Above: The plaque presented to Baagwat-

support of numerous initiatives that increase 

awareness of First Nations and local heritage.

Right: Heritage Integration Award winners 

Husayn Alifahim and Saba Ayesha Syed are 

seen here receiving their plaque from Heritage 

Scugog chairman Peter Wokral.

 The Scugog Township council chamber 
was jammed for the second annual Heritage 
Scugog Night last month. It was a special 
evening for a number of individuals who 
were recognized for their work on promoting 
and preserving heritage in the township.
 It was the first ever Heritage Scugog 

Awards and six groups and in-
dividuals were recognized by 
being awarded “The Mayor’s 
Community Heritage Award”.
 Dan Stone received the 
‘Architectural Conservation and 
Craftsmanship Award’ for his 
excellence in the preservation 
of adaptive reuse of a building 
40 years or older.
 Lake Scugog Historical 
Society was presented with the 
‘Publication and Research Award’ 
for its creation of a driving 
tour booklet called ‘Scugog 
Experience’.
 Mark Magro was hon-
oured with the ‘Media Award’, 
given for a work of non-fiction 
about Scugog. Projects that 
are eligible are film, websites, 
maps or exhibits. Mr. Magro 
received the award for his 
documentary film on Seven 
Mile Island, called ‘Nonquon 
Island’.

 The Port Perry Fair Board was recipient of the ‘Agricul-
tural Heritage Award’, which acknowledges an individual or 
group that has worked to preserve and promote Scugog’s 
agricultural heritage. The Port Perry Fair, organized by the 
fair board, recently celebrated its 150th anniversary.
 Husayn Alifahim and Saba Ayesha Syed proudly 
received the ‘Heritage Integration Award’, which recognizes 
a sensitive addition to a heritage building or modern infill 
building that is complementary to the heritage character of 
a specific area. They received the award for renovation work 
at 401 McDonald St. 
in Port Perry.
 Baagwating 
Community Asso-
ciation Recipient of 
the ‘Mayor’s Commu-
nity Heritage Award’, 
which is presented 
to a volunteer-based 
organization that 
promotes or protects 
heritage within Scu-
gog. The Baagwat-
ing Community 
Association was 
recognized for their 
financial support of 
numerous initiatives 
that increase aware-
ness of First Nations 
and local heritage. Dan Stone receives award from Peter Wokral.
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Merry
Christmas

from your friends at Focus on Scugog

Peter, Tracy, Julie Anne, Marjorie, Nancy, 
 Jonathan, Arlene, Christina,  

MaryAnn and Paul
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 Stuck for a Christmas gift idea for someone special? 
Then you might want to consider tickets to the coming pro-
duction of J.M. Barrie’s Peter Pan.
  Tickets are on sale now for the Borelians Community 
Theatre’s production of Peter Pan, the classic tale of the boy 
who never grows up. This is the original production and it’s 
Peter Pan at his most authentic and magical, full of all the 
adventures, characters and spirit of Neverland.
  Directed by Carey Nicholson (Alice in Wonderland), 
with a cast of 35 from throughout Durham, featuring Tyler 
Keating as Peter and Graeme Powell as Hook, Peter Pan is 
timeless entertainment for the whole family.
 Peter Pan is the perfect mid-winter theatre outing and 
a perfect gift for Christmas. The Borelians make gift giving 
even easier with dinner theatre packages, featuring local 
popular restaurants, and new this season, luxurious over-
night getaways at Nestleton Waters Inn.  
  Peter Pan runs February 19, 20, 21, 26, 27 and 28 at 8 
p.m. Matinees on February 21 and 28 at 2 p.m. at Town Hall 
1873.
  Tickets and dinner packages are on sale now at Meta4 
Gallery, Port Perry, 905-985-2435, toll free at 1-888-985-2435.
 Also available, tickets and packages for the Borelians 
May 2009 production of Norm Foster’s, Kiss the Moon, Kiss 
the Sun. For more information on both productions and din-
ner theatre, visit borelians.org. 

Add tickets for ‘Peter Pan’ to
your gift list this Christmas
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 Scugog Shores Museum invites you to step back in time 
and tour through the historic village, traditionally decorated 
for the Christmas holidays with evergreen boughs, bright 
ribbons and berries. 
 This year’s “Children’s Old-Fashioned Christmas” will 
take place Sunday, December 7 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
 Children will be engaged in a variety of interesting and 
fun activities throughout the village:
 • Visit with Santa Claus in the Schoolhouse from 12:00 
      noon to 3:00 p.m.
 • String popcorn and cranberries in the Lee House.
 • Bake and decorate gingerbread cookies in the century 
      old Log Cabin.
 • Create unique ornaments to hang on your tree.
 • Decorate traditional Victorian Christmas cards. 
 • Visit with the blacksmith.
 • Explore the Museum on a Holiday Scavenger Hunt.
 Hot chocolate, cider and Christmas cookies will be 
served in the schoolhouse throughout the day.  Admission 
to the event is free but we are accepting imperishable food 
donations for Operation Scugog. 
 For more information call 905-985-8698 x 107 or email 
skelly@scugog.ca.

Museum will celebrate
festive season with an 
old-fashioned Christmas



FOCUS - DECEMBER 2008  45   

ThisOld House

Joseph Bigelow Residence
178 Cochrane Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 2, Lots 98, 99, 100, and Lots 128, 129, 130

HE BIGELOW HOUSE remains as one of the finest and best preserved examples of 
domestic Italianate architecture in Ontario. Its grandeur and elegance reflect the 
pride and achievements of its first owners, Joseph and Elizabeth (Paxton) Bigelow. 
Joseph Bigelow arrived in this settlement on the south-west corner of Lake Scugog 
in 1851. 
 The community was in the process of changing its name from Scugog Village 
to Port Perry in honour of the death, the same year, of its developer and promoter, 
Peter Perry.   

Please turn to page 46
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 Top picture - the livingroom of this historic 
residence as it looked two years ago. This 
beautiful home is now owned by Dr. Martin 
Stewart and his wife Adrianne.
 Centre, a  picture of the living room of the 
“Bigelow Residence” just before it was sold in 
1980 when it was owned by William Carnegie, a 
relative of the Bigelows.

 Left, an ornate plaster 
ceiling moulding with 
the original light fixture, 
which still hangs in the 
dining room. This original 
lighting fixture can be 
seen hanging in the 
living room in the above 
picture, taken in 1980.
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 Hiram Bigelow was the owner of the dam and feed mill at Lindsay. He 
bought lot 6 on Queen Street in Scugog Village as an investment for his twin 
sons Joseph and Joel. The young men took possession of the property and 
built a general store and opened the community’s first post office while living 
at the back of the store. They bought the adjoining lot 5 and began to build a 
more substantial home. This home was later moved to Perry Street and exists 
today as number 100 Perry Street. 
 In 1854, Joel decided to venture out on his own and moved to Whitby 
where he built a store at 106 Dundas Street. He moved to Milwaukee in 1864 
and later to Chicago where he established the successful Bigelow Tea  
Company.  
 Joseph Bigelow was involved in a number of enterprises. He joined 
Thomas Paxton, who had built a lumber mill on the waterfront where the 
library is located today and in 1854 he married William Paxton’s daughter 
Elizabeth (William was a brother of Thomas). Joseph opened the communi-
ty’s first bank in 1867 and became its manager and, at the same time became 
involved in the building of the Port Whitby and Port Perry Railway and 
became its director. 
 In 1868 Bigelow built a three-storey brick building on Queen St. which 
became known as the Bigelow Arcade. He sold this building to Jonathon 
Blong of Toronto in 1878 and it was destroyed by fire in 1883. The Bigelow 
family had their splendid Cochrane St. home built in 1876-77. The Bigelows 
moved into their elegant new home and raised their family while entertain-
ing in a comfortable style.  The details of it’s construction and the history 
of Joseph Bigelow are covered in full detail in the book Historic Homes and 
Estates.
 This stately home remained in the Bigelow family until it was sold by 

his grandson Wil-
liam Carnegie in 1980. Mr. Carnegie attempted to sell the house 
and original Bigelow furnishings intact. Unfortunately this did not 
materialize and the contents were sold by auction.
      There have been several owners of this home since the Carn-
egie family sold it and the present owners are Dr. Martin and Adri-
anne Stewart, who purchased it in 2002.
 Story by Paul Arculus
 Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

   The front entrance of the former Bigelow house features two sets of 
heavy, double-hung doors with leaded glass. The original pine floors 
have been carefully restored to their original brilliance.

 Upper right is the grand staircase which curves past a large arched 
window (right) on its way to the second floor.

Continued from page 43
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 Thirty-four hours of travelling, four plane 
rides and a 20 minute motorcycle drive will 
put you in front of one of the most popular 
tourist destinations in the world, Cambodia’s 
Angkor Wat. 
 Discovered just over 100 years ago this 
majestic, archeological site lies deep in the 

jungles of northern Cambodia, surrounded by trees, mountains 
and water. It was built in the 
early 12th century by the 
Khmer people and was spread 
over 400 kilometres. Although 
the wooden houses and pal-
aces have long disappeared, 
the stunning array of stone 
temples still stand and cover 
an area of 77 square kilome-
tres.
 There are about 70 awe-in-
spiring temples in the complex 
and each one transports 
visitors into an enchanting and 
mysterious world. For six cen-
turies Angkor was the capital 
of Cambodia and the centre 
of the great Khmer Empire, 
which once extended from the 
South China Sea to the Bay of Bengal.

Pool as the sun begins to rise. This of course meant getting up 
at four in the morning, gulping down some hot coffee and set-
ting out on a ‘Tuk Tuk’ for a 45 minute drive.

pulled speedily by a motorcycle, through the pitch black streets 
of Siem Reap, en route to the temple complex. I was grateful 

that the driver had made the journey many times, for the wind-

left me totally lost had I taken the navigation on myself.

by the view, as darkness slowly receded and an enormous 
complex of spirals, walls and statues gradually materialized 
out of the mist. I stared in awe as I swallowed a hardboiled egg 
and some more coffee, never once taking my eyes from the 

sight before me.
 The complex was built as 
a shrine to the Hindu gods and 
later converted to a Buddhist 
sanctuary. During the gradual 
decline of the local civilization 
the temples were slowly over-
grown by the jungle and it was 
not until the 19th century that 
European explorers stumbled 
upon Angkor.
 Following the discovery 
the ancient city underwent a 
period of restoration until the 
1950’s when it disappeared 
again behind a curtain of war. 
During the American war in 
Vietnam many local commu-

the USA to carpet bomb the area. After one of the worst acts 
of genocide in history, where two million Cambodians were 
killed, peace returned to the region and in the mid nineties the 
temples at Angkor gradually reopened to the world. 
 Today Angkor Wat is one of the world’s top tourist destina-
tions and although it is a little further away than Uxbridge or 

will not be disappointed. 

Angkor Wat - standing the test of time
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Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

Old Fashioned Christmas

Caroling, 
caroling, 
here we go  
a caroling

   Step back in time and experience Christmas over 100 years 
ago at the Scugog Shores Museum’s ‘Children’s Old-Fash-
ioned Christmas.’ Have the kids visit with 
Santa who will be hearing wishes in the 
Pioneer Schoolhouse. Take a tour 
of the Museum Village, traditionally 
decorated for the holidays. Victorian 
Christmas crafts for children, heritage 
demonstrations and refreshments will 
be offered throughout the day.
Dates:  Sunday, December 7 
Time:  11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Location:  Scugog Shores Museum,  
             16210 Island Road,  
             Port Perry
Information: 905-985-3589   

   The second annual 
Port Perry Polar Plunge, 
organized by the Hospital 
Auxiliary is scheduled to 
take place at the lakefront 
in January 2009. Plung-
ers are asked to dress 
in costumes or bathings 
suits and bring pledge  
totaling at least $200. 
There will be lots of hot 
chocolate and coffee to help warm up participants after the 
plunge. For more information see full story on page 21.
 Date:  Saturday, January 10, 2009
 Time:  11:00 a.m. 
 Location:  Kinsmen Beach, Palmer Park
 Information: Call 905-985-6232 or 905-985-3158 

POLAR BEAR PLUNGE

S n o w f l a k e 

S a l e 
    The Christmas tradition 
of carol singing is carried 
on by the Lake Scugog 
Historical Society.  Let’s 
all come together and 
sing our favourite carols 
to celebrate this wonder-
ful time of year. Bring the 
children to keep the tradi-
tion alive and to hear the 
old Christmas story.  There 
will be a freewill offering 
and refreshments will be 
served at the conclusion of 
the concert. Please bring 
a non-perishable food item 
for the Food Bank.
Date:  Sunday, Dec. 14
Time:  6:30 p.m.
Location:  St. John’s 
    Presbyterian Church
    319 Queen Street,
    Port Perry

    Visit the Kent Farndale 
Gallery for an opportunity to 
browse and buy a wide variety 
of handcrafted items created by 
local artists and artisans during 

at the library. Choose from a 
wide range of work in a variety 
of media, including: photog-
raphy, jewellery, handcrafted 
soaps and bath items, pottery 
and ceramics, acrylic and wa-
tercolour original paintings and 
prints as well as metal sculp-
ture. Meet the Artists! Opening 
Reception: Saturday, Decem-
ber 6th from 1 to 4 pm
Dates:  December 6 to 21 
Location:  Kent Farndale
    Scugog Library, 
    231 Water St., Port Perry






