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 Booksellers are a notoriously different breed; they 
have been called quirky, eccentric, opinionated, droll, 
odd and sometimes just downright strange.
 Into this mix comes Bill Minors, local proprietor of 
Books Galore and More on Perry St. While Bill is not 
your average book store owner, he is not one of those 
eccentric bibliophiles who have a great understanding 
of fifteenth century poetry but no noticeable people 
skills.
 It turns out that Bill’s past in the corporate world of 
book publishing, combined with his diverse interests 
in areas such as television network trivia contests, 
Scottish Country Dancing, lawn bowling and a bud-
ding career as a stand-up comedian, have led him to 
be a more well-rounded seller of the written word 
than many of his contemporaries.
 Bill came to settle in Port Perry six years ago via a 
somewhat zigzaged route. The journey from there to 
here began in Scotland, home of haggis, the bagpipes, 
fine scotch and men who are not afraid to dance. 
 At 21, by himself and with no firm game plan, 
Bill set forth lock, stock and kilt to seek his fortune in 
Canada, Toronto to be exact. He was drawn to banking 
initially, decided this was not his cup of tea and was 
soon caught up in the world of book publishing.
 There was a girl too, but they parted ways, so Bill 
took his slightly shaken body and soul and moved to 
the other side of the world, New Zealand to be pre-
cise.
 Love conquers all; one year later Bill returned to 
Canada and the girl called Kathy, and thus began his 

future as a book publishing salesman, a Scottish coun-
try dancer, a purveyor of new and used books, a TV 
trivia fanatic, and up and coming stand-up comedian 
and a lawn bowler extraordinare; the extraordinaire 
part being Bill’s words, not this author.
 Bill’s love of trivia is well known by his friends and 
customers but his ten year involvement on Canadian 
network TV trivia shows is less widely known. 
 In the golden years of Canadian Game Shows, 1970 
through to the early 80’s, Bill was on TV about 60-70 
times, on such shows as CTV’s Headline Hunters and 
Guess What. 
 Says Bill “It was cheap television to produce and 
they needed lots of contestants so I would show up 
constantly at the CTV studios and invariably I would 
be picked. Like Jeopardy, if you win you return, so 
between winning and showing up at the studios, I did 
a lot of shows.” 
 Of course, the best part, besides winning, was the 
prizes. Over the years Bill, and Kathy as well, won 
trips to Acapulco, Barbados, and London, England. 
They won appliances large and small, tools, sets of 
encyclopedias, countless watches, blenders, shavers; 
the list goes on. 
 When asked what his best prize was Bill replied 
“That’s a tough one. All three of the trips were great, 
Kathy loved the dishwasher we won and we both 
loved the huge box of Braun appliances, shavers, 
blenders etc.; it was a great gift.”
 Even when he lost, he won a consolation prize. 

This 
guy’s

not your
typical
book
worm

BILL MINORS

See “Bill’s worst” on page 4
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His worst prize, 40 lbs of gum. 
”It wasn’t even Wrigley’s, it was 
from somewhere in Quebec. It 
took Kathy and I five Halloween’s 
to dump all that gum,” he said.
 Bill and Kathy’s two daugh-
ters grew up thinking that every-
body had drawers full of watches 
and small appliances at their dis-
posal. They also grew to realize 
they couldn’t beat Bill at Trivial 
Pursuit; he complains that no one 
will play with him.
 Well after Bill stopped the 
TV trivia games, and he only 
stopped because they were taken 
off the air, reruns kept his trivia 
shows alive. Several years after 
finishing, he says that he would 
be flipping channels and come 
across a Headline Hunters show 
he was on. 
 Bill still laughs about one of 
his book publishing colleagues 
checking into a Saskatoon hotel 
five years after Headline Hunters 
went off the air, turning on his TV 
set and there was Bill. The friend 
said “God, there’s Minors again, 

he’s everywhere.” Fortunately, 
the fame didn’t go to his head.
 Bill bought Books Galore 11 
years ago and commuted from 
Scarborough daily until six years 
ago. He and Kathy love Port 
Perry.
 Bill was one of the people 
involved in starting the Highlands 
of Durham Scottish Country 
Dances and he and Kathy dance 
weekly in Utica as well as par-
ticipating in various community 
events. His love of dancing has 
never been a surprise to any of his 
friends but a few eyebrows were 
raised when Bill took up lawn 
bowling, sometimes thought to 
be a genteel sport practiced by 
those of a certain age. 
 “Not so,” says Bill. “Kathy 
and I were looking for something 
to do that was out of doors, and 
for me, preferrably something 
I couldn’t get hurt at. And of 
course, I come from a long line 
of lawn bowlers. It’s a family 
tradition and I decided to uphold 
the tradition. The food’s great 
too.” Turns out there is a potluck 

dinner after each game that Bill 
thinks is just an added bonus to a 
fine tradition.
 Last year Bill was asked to 
do a twenty minute comedy rou-
tine at the town hall, as part of 
Stu Bennett’s Scottish evening. 
A star was born. Bill has done 
two shows since then and takes 
his new craft seriously; he can 
be found every morning at one 
of the local eateries and has been 
known to try out his routines on 
unsuspecting breakfast partners.
 I have to admit that after hear-
ing some of his jokes I might be 
persuaded to attend one of his 
shows. His favourite joke; “I’ve 
been researching my clan history 
and found something interesting. 
It seems that one of our clan 
battles was not going very well, 
in fact we were going to lose, 
so the chief decided to surren-
der. The method of surrender is 
to turn your back to the enemy, 
bend over, and flip up your kilt, 
as a token of defeat. It would 
have worked, except the clan that 
was attacking at the time were the 
Gay Gordons.”
 Bill says moving to Port Perry 
was the best thing he ever did, 
perhaps other than marrying 
Kathy and having two daugh-
ters.
 His customers at Books Galore 
provide him with many stories 
and anecdotes and he says he 
often goes home and tells Kathy 
that his day produced, “one for 
the book”. 
 There are no bad days in a 
bookstore but some are more 
interesting than others. If Bill 
should ever complain about a 
bad day, he gets no sympathy 
at home. They see working in 
town, surrounded by books, with 
customers fetching coffees and 
lunch, as an enviable existance.
 Not that Bill Minors would 
complain; he’s too busy matching 
wits with his customers, find-
ing elusive books for people and 
planning his next stand-up rou-
tine.
 Should you want to hear some 
of it, Bill is available for breakfast  
daily, somewhere in Port Perry.       

By Marjorie Fleming
Focus on Scugog

Worst prize was 40 lbs of gum
Continued from page 3
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 There’s nothing like a 
warm spring day to get out 
and let loose, especially after 
a long, hard winter.
 Jessie Powers, 12, of Port 
Perry took advantage of the 
great day to venture down 
to the Queen St. pier, just 
hours after the ice disap-
peared from Lake Scugog on 
April 15, 2008.
 Record high water condi-
tions in Lake Scugog result-
ed in water lapping over 
the pier and Jessie couldn’t 
resist taking a spin through 
the shallow water.
 For more pictures of Lake 
Scugog as it shed its last 
remnants of ice, please turn 
to “The Great Spring Melt” 
on page 39.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

High water
washes over
pier as ice
leaves lake
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Changing
Faces!

 nice to see flowers pushing 
through the dirt, the grass green-
ing under the warming sun and 

shoppers once again strolling along Port 
Perry’s streets.
 Here we are already into May and once 
again it’s time to record the “goings and com-
ings” of the business community.
 As far as new openings, there’s been 
very little action recently, but it’s nice to 
report Century Home & Greenhouses has 
just opened for business at 1431 Hwy. 7A, 
just west of the town limits. This new garden 
centre is operated by John and Karen vander-
Zalm.
 Since it appears that everyone is now 
settled into their new, enlarged or renovated 
stores, we thought this might be a good 
chance to do an inventory of what space is 

still available for potential entrepreneurs.
 But before we do, we see that Tansi 
Orthopedics, located in the Port Perry Plaza 
along 7A Hwy., has closed its doors. Tansi 
specialized in orthodics and carried medical 
supplies. And across 7A Hwy, it appears as if 
the “Liquid8tor” has also called it a day.
 After a brief closure “Set The Table” 
has re-opened under new ownership. The 
store specializes in fresh home-style take-out, 
catering and frozen foods.
 Starting along Water St., it’s disappoint-
ing to see a number of vacant storefronts.
 The former Mango’s cafe at the corner of 
Casimir is still empty, but there appears to 
be some action going on behind the papered 
windows. Further along, Bite Me Bait and 
Tackle sits empty, as well as the former loca-
tion of Green Apple Cabinets, who moved 

two doors south.
 Across Scugog St., JDK Gaming still 
sits idle as does a former convenience store 
beside Magdy’s Casual Dining restaurant.
 Just around the corner in Port Perry Plaza, 
two units are still empty beside Paulmacs, 
formerly home to Brews and Cues.
 Another two storefronts, south of town 
in the South Gate Mall beside Coffee Culture, 
remain empty as well. These being the for-
mer  location of a fitness centre.
 As you can see, while the main drag of 
town is pretty solid, plazas on the outside of 
the core have a number of holes to be filled.
 With ground work is well underway on 
the new Smart Centre project west of town, 
and the Old Simcoe Centre has started work 
on its second phase. Both of these new proj-
ects will have store openings by this fall.

P
hoto by J. P

eter H
vidsten

Storm clouds over Lake Scugog June 19, 2007

It’s
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 Port Perry is the site again this year for the 2008 Relay For Life campaign, 
an amazing 12 hour event involving cancer survivors and participants from 
all over north Durham. The ‘Relay’ is one of the largest fundraising events 
undertaken by the Canadian Cancer Society.

 In the following emotional and powerful story, cancer survivor 
Tammy MacIsaac-Horvath, describes her emotions and experiences 
after being diagnosed with cancer in March 2004 and what the 
Relay for Life means to her. Here is her story....

~
My name is Tammy, and I’m compelled to share this story 

because I am one of the lucky ones…I am a survivor. 
Various diagnoses were explored but of course, it was none of 

those things; and tests confirmed the worst… it was CANCER!
I never expected it to happen to me… no one does. In March 

2004, at age 34, with a five year old and an 11 month old, I was diag-
nosed with a Stage 4 Uterine Sarcoma, very rare and very deadly. I 
was considered a palliative case… the surgeon had no hope for me 
and told my husband that I had maybe two or three weeks to live. 

The surgeon wasn’t sure he could operate as my pelvis and abdo-
men were ‘filled’ with cancer. I begged for surgery and told him to cut 
off my arms and legs if he had to, whatever it took, I needed to be here 
for my kids. 

He told my husband and I that he would get out as much of the 
cancer as he could but to not be too hopeful… things were ‘very’ bad. 
Fortunately, he agreed to do the surgery.

I was numb, I felt like I was the walking dead; I felt diseased, infectious 
and alone. I felt like someone tattooed 
“cancer victim” on my forehead. The irony 
is that I was a medical social worker; coun-
seling patients and their families on coping 
with the powerlessness and uncertainty of ill-
ness and hospitalization. Little did I know that 
it was a bitter pill I would have to swallow… a 
pill I was choking on!! It was the wake-up call 
of my life.  

The hardest part wasn’t facing my death, my 
faith helped me to negotiate that; but how to say goodbye to my boys…

I was sad that my baby wouldn’t remember me and that my five year-old would 
side step through his life because his mommy had died. 

My husband and I started talking about my funeral and who would be able to 
help care for our children after I was gone. I wrote letters to them and arranged 
to make videos of me talking to them and thinking what gifts to buy them for 
Christmas, when I wouldn’t be there. 

Statistically, there is a 0% chance for survival after 5 years with a disease such 
as this, I however hope to prove that wrong! Extensive and innovative surgical 
procedures, new and aggressive treatments are changing statistics like those; and 
CCS research dollars have contributed to that. 

I still say a prayer every day for the surgeon that gave me a chance even when 
he didn’t want to, because how do you truly thank someone for giving you a 

 Surviving

Stricken with cancer at 34, Tammy and  
her family fought for her life... and won!

Continued on page 10

Tammy MacIsaac-Horvath 
is a cancer survivor

Tammy, Chuck and the children 
Hayden, 9, and  Hunter, 5.

CANCER

Tammy begged the 
surgeon to cut off  
her arms and legs... 
whatever it took to 
be there for her kids.
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chance at life? I thank the capable doctors 
at PMH who, while nearly killing me with 
chemo and radiation, saved my life with 
an innovative approach to chemotherapy; 

believe me, bald was NOT my best look, let 
me tell you; but in the big picture when you 
weigh out baldness vs. death; I chose to go 
wig shopping!! 

Chemo was a week-long event for me; I 
was hospitalized for 1 week every 3 weeks 
for 6 months and I got to see 
my kids for one hour every 
Wednesday at lunch…I felt 
like I was in prison! 

My chemo was a toxic 
cocktail of Ifosfamide, 
Doxorubicin, Mesna, Kytril (an 
anti-emetic) and steroids…oh 
and HRT to help with the meno-
pausal hot flashes and mood 
swings… chemo was followed 
by 6 weeks of daily radiation 
and CT scans every 3 months. 

When my journey began I 
spent a lot of time praying and a 
lot of time crying. 

Some days I needed posi-
tivity and the strength of oth-
ers; sometimes I needed to hear 
everything was going to be OK, 
even when none of us knew if it 
would be. In terms of survivor-
ship… I wasn’t sure if the term 
‘survivor’ was something you earned after 
a period of time… because really just when 
do you become a survivor? One month, two 
years, five, ten?? 

I didn’t know at the time that I became 
a survivor on the day I was diagnosed… I 

didn’t always feel that way, because I didn’t 
know if I would survive… there are no guar-
antees; but I have come to learn that you 
definitely are a survivor upon diagnosis; and 
each day that you wake up is an A+ on the 

report card of life and I celebrate that with 
pride. 

Cancer is a lifelong journey, not only for 
the patient, but for all those that love them. 
It is the roller coaster of your life with highs 
and lows, tears and hugs and a boatload of 
determination. You also have to accept your 
mortality and somehow find peace with that. 

I am thankful for and try to celebrate 
every single day; I still get caught up in the 
trivialities that life brings but cancer is my 
anchor that brings me back to what is truly 
important; and that is usually not laundry!!

The period following treatment is a whole 
other road entirely… a highly emotional, 
extremely anxious and scary time because 
you feel like chemo is your security blanket… 
think of Linus from Charlie Brown, carry-
ing around his blankie… dusty, stinky, full 
of holes… it’s disgusting but you just gotta 
have it! 

 More than ever you feel completely  
isolated and need a good support system. 
Part of that support system for me was Relay 
For Life.

 The first time I participated in Relay For 
Life was in June 2005. I’d heard about it on TV 
and looked online… reading about the survi-
vors lap gave me goosebumps… and it still 
does. When my family and I arrived at Relay, 
we were in awe… so many faces, so many 
blue shirts, so many white (blue for the survi-
vors, white for team members/volunteers)…

I also saw hundreds and hundreds of 
luminaries; little candles in bags, each one 
representing a survivor or a loved one lost to 
the disease. 

Seeing all those blue shirts and luminaries 
filled me with many mixed emotions…pride 
and a sense of belonging and a profound sad-
ness… look at how many of us have battled 

this disease and won… and look at how 
many of us battled and did not. 

But, overall I felt alive; the hair on my 
arms stood on end (it was nice to have hair on 
my arms once more!)  and it felt like a party, 
a celebration that while cancer may have 
touched each of our lives it wasn’t going to 
beat us down. 

When we started the ‘Survivors Lap’ I 
really didn’t know what to expect… when I 
saw all the teams and volunteers along the 
sidelines, clapping and cheering us on, all I 

could do was cry… it was so touching, it was 
magical… I felt like we were all celebrating 

together that we were alive, it 
is one of the most special and 
vivid memories of my life.

As you can see, my hair 
grew back, my life grew back, 
but in a very different way… 
the colours of life are more 
vibrant, the sky more blue, the 
grass more green, my hair more 
grey; each day truly a gift. 

I believe I was spared for 
some special purpose and I 
believe that being here today, 
along with my time spent with 
the CCS helps to fulfill a part 
of that purpose. I truly hope to 
help increase awareness of the 
far-reaching effects of cancer, to 
help not only the newly-diag-
nosed survivors but those of us 
that know and love them. 

Survivorship is a message 
we need to strive to share with the newly 
diagnosed. I hope to help increase a sense 
of empowerment for each one of us; and to 
decrease the deep-seated fear so many of us 
associate with cancer. 

Cancer should not be a journey we take 
alone or even just with other cancer survi-
vors…it is not an exclusive club; we are all 
invited, from all corners of the globe, to be a 
part of this journey. 

There is not one of us untouched by this 
disease. It’s an experience I wouldn’t give up 
for a million dollars, but wouldn’t pay a dime 
for either! 

I encourage you to become a supporter 
of the Canadian Cancer Society and become 
involved with Relay For Life; I know it will 
change your life. 

By Tammy MacIsaac-Horvath
Special to Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 9

“My hair grew back, my 
life grew back and today 
each day truly is a gift...”

Relay For Life

 The kickoff will commence at 7 p.m. and events will conclude 
about 7 a.m. the following day. This year’s goal is to attract 50 
teams with hopes of raising in excess of $85,000.
 One of the memorable moments in this inspiring event is the 
Luminary Ceremony, a stunning sight of hundreds of candles, each 
bearing a message in memory of a loved one or in honour of a 
cancer survivor, lighting the night. Luminaries will be on sale at the 
TD Bank, Port Perry, Beaverton and Uxbridge.
 Organizers are encouraging people to send in photos of those 
they would like to honour, to be projected on the 25’ outdoor screen 
as part of the luminary ceremony. Photos can be emailed to north-
durhamrfl@hotmail.com or mailed to Lesley Hancock at 25 Ottawa 
Street, Port Perry L9L 1K2.

FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2008

“Cancer is the anchor that 
brings me back to what is 
really important, and that 
is usually not laundry!”

Bald was not her best look
but when Tammy weighed 
baldness vs death... she 
chose to go wig shopping!

Spared for a special reason
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 As Canoe the Nonquon organizers pre-
pare to celebrate a major milestone next 
month, as plans are underway for new activi-
ties leading up to the June 7th event.
 To mark the 40th anniversary of this pop-
ular, two exciting new events will be staged 
to bring awareness to the race and the local 
museum.
 For starters, this Saturday (May 10) begin-
ning at 5 p.m. a film festival will be staged at 
Town Hall 1873. A total of six documentaries 
featuring canoes will be shown, including the 
premiere presentation of “Nonquon Island”, 
a film about the history of Seven Mile Island.
 Following are the films to be shown:
 • 5:00 p.m.  Oil + Water (60 min.)
 • 6:10 p.m.  Ten Canoes (92 min.)
 • 7:45 p.m.  The Legend of the Flying 
Canoe (11 min.)
 • 8:00 p.m.  Festival Premiere -- Nonquon 
Island (30 min.)

 • 9:15 p.m.  In the Land of War Canoes 
(43 min.)
 • 10:10 p.m.  River of Life (53 min.)
 A brief reception will be held in the 
lower-level at Town Hall 1873 following the 
showing of Nonquon Island.
 This event gets underway at 5 p.m. with 
an admission of $10 for adults and $7 for sen-
iors and students. All tickets sold at the door.
 The following week, on Friday, May 
16, Scugog Shores Museum and Canoe the 
Nonquon will host a day of children’s mov-
ies and activities at the Scugog Community 
Centre, 1655 Reach St, Port Perry. 
 This event is for children ages 5 to 12 and 
will run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with a fee of $25 
per child.
 All proceeds from the two events will go 
to assisting with the operations at the Scugog 
Shores Museum.

 For more information or to register your 
child for the May 16 day camp, call Aurora 
Hall at 905-985-8698, extension 103 or email 
ahall@scugog.ca. 
 For information and film descriptions 
please visit www.scugog.ca or www.scu-
gogshoresmuseum.com.
 On Saturday, June 7, the 40th running of 
Canoe the Nonquon, a 26-kilometre paddle 
down the Nonquon River and across Lake 
Scugog ending at the lakefront in Port Perry 
will take place. 
 This year, participants who collect more 
than $500 in pledges will have their name 
entered in a draw for a 15.5’ Coleman canoe 
valued at $600, donated by Reid’s Independent 
Grocers and Canadian Tire. 
 Registration will be held from 6 to 9 
p.m. on Friday, June 6 and again on race day, 
beginning at 6 a.m. There is an entry fee of 
$40 per canoe or kayak. 

Canoe the Nonquon enters 40th year 

 P
hoto by J. P

eter H
vidsten /June 2007
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 Nonquon Island, a film detailing the history of “Seven Mile Island” will be 
premiered during a film festival at Town Hall 1873, Port Perry on May 10. The 
film is the work of director Mark Magro, seen here with cinematographer Brent 
Tremain, left, and production manager Ashleigh Maltby. The trio spent more than 
a year and a half interviewing and filming in Scugog Township. See more details 
about the festival in the advertisement on page 27.

 • HOME
 • AUTO
 • BUSINESS
 • LIFE
 • TRAVEL
 • HEALTH
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 For the past 45 years, the smell of fresh baked goods have been drifting onto the street from Hank’s 
Pastries... Port Perry’s famous little bakery.
  To find out just where those delicious smells originate, we decided to go behind the scenes at Hank’s 
and see the bakers at work. As if crawling out of bed while it was still dark to visit Ken DeJong and his 
staff wasn’t bad enough... I learned they’d already been on the job four hours by the time I arrived at  
6 a.m. and their day was almost half over.
 But despite my tardy arrival, Ken and the staff made me feel welcome and the following is an  
account of the early hours at Hank’s Pastries before the masses arise for another day.

  Behind The Scenes of one of
Ontario’s most popular bakeries

 The minute I walked through the back door, the 
unmistakable smell of fresh baked goods wafts through 
the air, penetrating my nostrils and replacing the dank 
smell of the cool spring morning outside.
 This is the back room at Hank’s Pastries. The kingdom 
of Ken De Jong and his staff of two, who get up five nights 
a week at the ungodly time of 2 a.m. to create some of the 
most delicious goodies you can imagine.
 This is the room in which flour is transformed into 
bread... sweet doughs morph into cinnamon buns... and 
sugar becomes glaze for mouth watering donuts.
 Welcome to the “old school bakery,” Ken says as I 
peek around the corner into a room already buzzing with 
activity. He’s referring to the fact that he and his staff are 
all  old-time bakers who take great pride in making every-
thing by hand in the small bakery.
 Along one wall on a large bench, mounds of dough 
rest like beached whales, waiting to be turned into Hank’s 
famous cinnamon buns, while Ken prepares the 
ingredients to be mixed with the dough.
 At the other end of the room in front of the large 
double oven, employee Larry Reurekas checks trays 
of golden brown dinner rolls almost ready to come 
out of the oven.
 The third member of the staff is Debbie Reurekas, 
Larry’s wife and a full-time employee for the past 
seven years. Ken says Debbie started part-time help-
ing out when she was pregnant, coincidentally the 
same time his wife Angie was expecting.
 “It was quite a sight back here with two pregnant 
women,” Ken recalls with a smile.
 But we regress... 
 Three or four hours after they arrive, the mixing 
of ingredients and preparations for the day are com-
pleted and the baking begins. Bread is the first thing in 
the oven and it is followed by some of the other more 
popular items.
 Of course number one of their five top seller 
products are their famous cinnamon buns. The same 
receipe is used today as Ken’s father (Hank) used 
when he opened the bakery 45 years ago.
 “There’s no sense in changing something that has 
done so well,” Ken says about the buns. He feels the 

  Bakers Ken DeJong, top roll-
ing out dough for cinnamon buns, 
Larry Reurekas, left, checking the 
donuts cooking in the deep frier 
and above, Debbie Reurekas add-
ing the yummy icing to the honey 
dip donuts.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

Hank’s Pastries

Please turn to page 18
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View of a section of the Scugog Marsh and Game Preserve, south of the Port Perry causeway. The dotted line shows a very small portion of the more than 8,000 
acres of land privately owned by the Osler family.        Image courtesy of Google Earth

LAKE
SCUGOG

PORT
PERRY

 Condensing more than 130 years of history 
regarding the Scugog Marsh into a couple of 
thousand words isn’t easy, but what follows 
should provide a capsulized look at this impor-
tant, yet somewhat mysterious piece of property 
lying south of the Port Perry causeway.
 It wasn’t until November 1878 that the swamp 
property became newsworthy, when an applica-
tion was made to build embankments across the 
southern stretches of Lake Scugog so the marsh 
could be drained. This effort, to reclaim the land, 
was undertaken by a group known as the Lake 
Scugog Marsh Lands Company.
 After years of attempts to get the project start-
ed, the high cost doomed the ambitious project 
and the land was sold in December 1883 to a 
group of Toronto men. Their plans were to use 

the area as a private hunting and fishing reserve 
for family and friends.
 It wasn’t long after the marsh purchase was 
finalized that the new owners began posting 
“Private Property” and “No Hunting or Fishing” 
signs warning intruders to keep out. 
 News of the land being taken over by a con-
sortium of private “out-of-towners,” did not sit 
well with area residents, in particular those who 
had hunted and fished in the marsh for much of 
their lives. In fact some residents of the commu-
nity, defied the posted signs, but would later feel 
the wrath of the owners when they were hauled 
into court, prosecuted and fined for trespassing.
 The conflict between the new owners and  the 
residents of Port Perry carried on for months. 

First owners
planned to
drain swamp
south of the
causeway
and reclaim
the land

 The lands south of the Port Perry Causeway are most often referred to as the Scugog Marsh, and have 
long been a mystery to most people living in the Lake Scugog area. But for longtime residents of the area, 
the large tract of land and submerged swamp was known simply as “The Syndicate”.
 Early newspaper records suggest that the Scugog marshlands were a favourite spot for local sportsmen. 
In fact up until the 1880s it was one of the most popular spots around Port Perry for hunting, fishing and 
trapping. 
 In an effort to uncover some of the mystery about this property, local historian J. Peter Hvidsten 
researched the property as far back as the 1870s, for his book Scugog The Early Years. Following is a con-
densed story about the fascinating history which spans more than 130 years.

CAUSEWAY

CLUBHOUSE

CHANNELS

SIMCOE STREET

PART ONE OF TWO

SCUGOG
MARSH

Continued on page 30
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tank with raindrops splattering on my dome... before 
sliding across my brow and down into my eyes. A most 
unpleasant experience to be sure! Whoever is holding 
up approvals for a canopy at Flieler’s Service Station 

needs a kick in the butt! Obviously, whoever signs the approvals 
doesn’t purchase their gas at Flieler’s, or this situation would 
have been resolved long ago.

to the ‘mysterious’ woman in the green car who paid 
for my order at the Old Simcoe Centre coffee shop, 
while going through the take-out line. Surprised? You 
bet, when informed that the car in front of me had picked 
up the tab. What a great way to brighten a dreary morn-

ing. Like the movie “Pay It Forward” suggests, doing nice things 
for people without being asked is a reward in itself.

to the very thought of cancelling Canada Day cel-
ebrations or the Santa Claus Parade. Surely between 
the chamber, township and other organizations some-
thing can be arranged. Latest word suggest the Santa 
parade is a go, but Canada Day is still a little doubtful. 

We’re sure the public would appreciate a scaled back version of 
Canada Day, rather than nothing at all.

to Rick Forbes and the staff down at Crabby Joe’s 
who are doing their part to make sure Santa Claus comes to 

town again this fall. After an announcement by the Scu-
gog Chamber of Commerce saying they might have to 
cancel the parade due to lack of funds, Rick offered to 
donate $1 from every meal on Monday nights to help 

offset the cost. What a great little elf he turned out to be!

to the troubling reports that some residents have 
taken it upon themselves to target Scugog Township 
roads workers to take out their frustrations about the 
spring road conditions. Lighten up folks! It’s spring... pot 

-
tain in spring as is the warmer weather. Staffers do their best to 
make the roads passable. Yelling at them won’t help. Slow down 
and relax!

to the Scugog Choral Society for their great show-
ing at the recent ACT-CO Awards Gala. Winners of the 
prestigious THEA awards include Michele Jones “Mrs. 
Higgins” (Best Female in Supporting Role); Todd Apple-
ton “Freddy” (Best Male in Supporting Role) and Mi-

chael Schneider “Mr. Higgins” (Best Male in Leading Role). The 
awards were for the production of My Fair Lady.

to petroleum producers who must be gloating 
each time a motorist pulls up to the gas pumps. They 
appear to have us “over the proverbial barrel” as they 
raise the price at the pump almost daily. Don’t you just 
hate being gouged to the point you think you’re getting a 

deal if prices are under $1.20 a litre. And the fact that our Ameri-
can cousins are only paying the equivalent of 90¢ a litre doesn’t 
help. Unfortunately there’s little the consumer can do!

A column devoted to recognizing events and  
decisions affecting the residents of Scugog  

Township, and rating them with a “Thumbs Up, 
 or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs
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same about other recipes that have been 
handed down by his father.
 Weekdays they bake about 15 dozen 
cinnamon buns per day, but this num-
ber triples come Saturday and before 
Christmas they produce about 50 dozen 
of these sticky, sweet buns a day.
 Bread has always been one of the sta-
ples for the bakery and they produce 
about 20 varieties, including white and 
whole wheat. Today Ken says, about 60 
per cent of the bread they sell is unsliced, 
quite different than a decade ago.
 Another popular product at the bakery 
is Hank’s donuts, especially their honey 
dipped and jam filled varieties. Cooked 
fresh everyday, they have retained many 
faithful customers despite the local chain 
donut shops.
 As with everything in the bakery, cook-
ing the donuts is very hands-on and Larry 
keeps a close eye on the circular mounds 
of dough bobbing on top of the oil, turn-
ing them quickly with a set of wood tongs 
to keep them from overcooking.
 Nearby, Debbie is busy dipping the 
freshly cooked donuts in the sweet  glaze 
and sliding them on long skewers. After 
they’ve finished dripping, they’ll be 
placed on trays and delivered to the coffee 
shop where customers place their orders 
or gobble them up on site.
 “One of the secrets to the success of 
our donuts is that all our fillings are 
made from scratch,” Ken says of their jelly 
donuts. The same care and treatment goes 
into their fruit pies and tarts.
 The bakery at Hank’s is not large, but 
it’s crammed with all the tools of the 
trade, including a large walk-in freezer 
and refrigerator, a proofer (compartment 
used to store dough for rising), mixers and 

tables for rolling out dough.
 The large side by side oven consists of 
six rotating shelves, which can cook up 
to 100 loaves of bread at a time... and of 
course a far larger number of those deli-
cious cinnamon buns.  
 Another important item produced by 
Ken and his staff is specialized cakes. 
They make custom cakes for all occassions 
and Ken says most of their cakes are spe-
cial order.
 He’s had all kinds of requests over 
the years from the risqué, to the unique. 
Among the most memorable was a tiered 
cake in the shape of a cruise ship, but he 
also recalls creating cakes in the shape of a 
stack of gifts and a large hat. 
 Wedding cakes are also in big demand, 
with Ken doing the baking and icing while 
Angie takes on the air brushed decorating 
and artwork. Ken does most of the letter-
ing on all of their cakes.
 Other amusing custom orders Ken’s 
accommodated include a nine inch donut 
for one customer, and large cookies are 
also a popular item. “They’re all (custom 
orders) very time consuming but they do 
help break the routine of the long day,” 
Ken says.
 Ken and Angie are celebrating the 45th 
anniversary of Hank’s Pastries this month 
and proudly continue to bake with many 
of the traditional recipes handed down to 
them by the businesses namesake, Hank 
DeJong.
 So, the next time you’re biting into one 
of those big cinnamon buns or jelly filled 
donuts, just remember the bleary-eyed 
bakers behind the scenes who make your 
day just a little bit sweeter by baking up 
fresh goodies every day.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

 Ken and Angie DeJong had only been mar-
ried four months when an opportunity came 
to purchase Hank’s Pastries, the business his 
father started, from his brother Wayne.
 Ken had considerable bakery experience, 
having worked for his father (Hank) when he 
was a teenager and about six years at a bakery 
in Port Hope.
 But Angie had no bakery experience. “My 
background was in engineering and graphic 
arts. It was a terrifying time,” she recalled.
 That was 1986, but when Hank died unex-
pectedly of a heart attack just over a year later, 
the young couple were left with the family 
business solely in their hands.
 Despite it being a good business, having 
provided a decent living for the senior De 
Jongs, it wasn’t long before Ken and Angie ran 
into their first hurdle.
 With the introduction of in-shop bakeries 
in the local grocery stores, they experienced 
a steep decline in their bread sales. And until 
that time, bread had been one of their biggest 
selling products.
 To compensate for a significant decline in 
their bread business, Angie and Ken focused 
more extensively on their famous cakes and 
pastries and renovated the front of the store to 
make their restaurant division easier for their 
customers to get in and out quickly for lunch.
 The next blow they had to weather was the 
arrival of the chain coffee shops in town. Before 
them, Hank’s opened at 5:30 a.m. to service the 
truckers and early commuters. Today they 
open at 7 a.m. because there are few people in 
town before that time.
 Still a meeting place for locals and visitors 
to town, Hank’s Pastries remains one of Port 
Perry’s favourite destinations.

Ken and Angie guide 
Hank’s Pastries into
its 45th anniversary Continued from page 15

Many of their customer’s favourite 
receipes originated from his father 
Hank, who started the business
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 On June 14th what’s been called the “Greatest Amateur Racing 
Event in the World” is back in Port Perry celebrating its 8th year. The 
Port Perry Lions Club took over the soapbox derby, formerly operated 
as the “Epsom Indy,” in 2002. 
 “We wanted to have a fun soap box derby” says Rob Rice, a mem-
ber of the Lions Club and one of the organizers of the event. 
 This will mark Brian Williamson’s fourth year as a participant 
along side his sons, Travis, 9, and Adam, 7, who both agree that get-
ting a trophy is great but it’s also going down the ramp at the start of 
the race that is a highlight for Travis.  
 “The races themselves are so exciting” said Brian “Most of the time 
it’s head to head and you really have to wait for the flag man to tell 
you who won!” 
 There are five trophies available in each of the two classes - Junior, 
ages 6 to 11 and Senior, ages 12 and up. There is also a “Best Dressed” 
and “Hard Luck” trophy for the racer with unforeseen glitches in per-
formance.  
 The trophies are not inscribed and are more about having a great 
day and a way to congratulate but also encourage the racers in a posi-
tive way, in whatever position they placed.  
 “There are no large cash prizes. These parent (family) driver teams 
either build or assemble a car together and have that bonding experi-
ence that carries over to race day as well” comments Rob on the true 
reason behind this event.
 There is no reason to be discouraged if you are not mechani-
cally inclined or feel the time involved in actually building could 
be overwhelming. Most of the cars are available in kit form and just 
need assembly. Kit cars are available at www.waycoolkits.com, a 
Peterborough based business, and conform to all the race standards 
and regulations.       
 The Lion’s Club is very appreciative to all the local businesses 
sponsoring the event with some even donating cars in an effort to 
include those in the community who would like to participate but are 
in a situation that makes it difficult.
 And for those who really like to compete, there’s no reason to stop 
with the Port Perry race. Other races are held at Mount Albert, North 
Oshawa and Greenbank throughout the summer. 

By Chris DeClute

 Brian Williamson, with his sons, Travis, 9, (left) and Adam, 7, are all ready 
for this years Port Perry Soapbox Derby. This will be the fourth year the young 
lads have competed in this popular Lions Club event.       Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Ready to roll

Lions Club invite entries for 
Port Perry Soapbox Derby
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The winners of Scugog’s second 
annual Amateur Photo Contest, 
in connection with Communities 
in Bloom were announced last 
month. On this page you will see 
the four winners and their sub-
missions. Each of the 
winners were present-
ed a plaque, featuring 
their photograph, dur-
ing a recent meeting 
of Scugog Township 
council.

Marisa Gadziola 
took this picture, 

“Autumn Reflection 
Picnic” from the rear 

of Reid’s Independent, 
looking across the lake 

towards Palmer Park in October 
last year.

Carolyn West zoomed in on these beautiful 
purple Siberian Iris to win the Spring category 

of the contest. The picture is titled “Ruffled Flag” 
and was taken in her garden.

Leslie Besse grabbed her 
camera to capture this pic-
ture, lower left, of trees near 
Cedar Creek, coated with 
hoare frost. She titled the 

photo “Ice at the Ridges”, 
and it was taken dur-

ing this past winter.

Edie Forsyth captured this beautiful 
picture of stores along Queen St. on a 
sunny afternoon last summer. She called 
her picture “Quaint Town of Port Perry.”
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        There are a few early accounts of escaped slaves mak-
ing their way into Reach Township, however, none took 
up permanent residence here until 1866 when an escaped 
slave named Samuel Stoutt arrived and decided to make 
Port Perry his home. 
        Samuel Stoutt was a man of just under average height 
and of a stocky build. When he arrived in Port Perry, 
he immediately made his way to one of the local barber 

shops and asked for employment.  He quickly established 
himself in that trade and gained an excellent reputation.  

       Samuel had another talent which helped him to gain 
acceptance in this  pioneer community. He was an extremely 

proficient musician and was apparently able to play well on any 
kind of wind instrument. He helped to organize the town band in 

Port Perry and was its first leader.  Because of his musicianship, he 
became known as "Professor" Stoutt. 
    Shortly after his arrival in Port Perry, Harris Burnham, clerk of the division court, gave Stoutt per-
mission to build a modest dwelling, at the rear of his property where he remained until 1876. That 
year he married Elizabeth Organ.
 The Stoutts moved into rented accommodation on Lilla Street (now Simcoe Street) and they raised 
five children - Joseph, Samuel John (who died in infancy), a second Samuel John, (who died when 23 
years old), Alice, and William.

   The Stoutts became 
loyal members of the 
Presbyterian Church. 
Samuel continued as a 
barber until the turn of the 
century.  His wife Eliza 
died in 1907. Samuel's age 
is difficult to determine. 
His birth date has been 
recorded as 1812, 1815 and 
1817. When he died on 
May 11, 1911, his obituary 
declared that he was a cen-
tenarian and "... for years 
he has held the honours 
of being the oldest man in 
Port Perry." 
  All the Stoutt children 
spent their lives in Port 
Perry.  None married.  
When Alice, the youngest, 
died in 1959 at the age of 
74, the heritage of Samuel 
Stoutt passed into history.

Story researched  
and written

 by Paul Arculus

Samuel Stoutt escapes slavery 
in the USA and makes his 

new home in Port Perry

Samuel Stoutt, is seen in this early 1900s photograph leading the Port Perry Band 
along Queen St. during a parade through town.

Scugog Exposed
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 Valerie Knapp’s multi-layered, textile-based and mixed-media 
works are grounded in her fascination with creating historical reso-
nances using novel materials and processes.
 Central to her meticulous compositions, showing from May 
3-29, 2008, at the Kent Farndale Gallery in Port Perry, is the notion 
that in an age characterized by intentional forgetting and destruc-
tion, we have an equally strong propensity to remember and con-
serve the past. 
 A keenly sensitive attention to detail and subtle colour palette 
are evident in her intricate shadow-box constructions and three-
dimensional works, all of which demand the closest inspection, 
displaying as they do a mastery of assorted techniques that range 
from relief and silk-screen printing, hand and machine sewing to 
embroidery, drawing and writing. 
 “Throughout my varied constructions, I use combinations of 
these processes to make diverse layers and parts incorporating 
paper, vintage textiles and other found materials,” says Valerie 
Knapp of her creations in her show “Reminiscence.” 
 Ms. Knapp has led a varied career as a textile designer, profes-
sor, teacher, lecturer, businesswoman and art, clothing and home 
accessories gallery owner/retailer. 
 Toronto based, today she runs a thriving art and design practice 
and exhibits her unique works in an impressive number of private 
galleries and group and solo shows sponsored by, among oth-
ers, the Textile Artists and Designers Association, Ontario Crafts 
Council Gallery, Canadian Embroiders Guild and Textile Museum 
of Canada. Her work is also available at Prime Gallery in Toronto.
 For more information on this and upcoming shows at the Kent 
Farndale Gallery, please call 905-985-7686.

Farndale Gallery will showcase
mixed-media artist Valerie Knapp
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 At one point  the 
frustration became so 
great that James Baird, 
editor of the local 
newspaper, the North 
Ontario Observer, 
wrote the following 
scathing article, under 
the heading “Toronto 
Swells Buy Marsh”.
 “It appears that a 
syndicate of Toronto 
Swells have purchased 
the Scugog Marsh for 
the purpose of breeding fish and fowl, and for 
the foolish purpose of hooking the former and 
shooting the later.
 They also propose to protect the game 
- such protection as the wolf gives the lamb. 
They certainly have got more money than 

brains if they expect that by paying a lot of 
money to somebody they can secure a monop-
oly of hunting and fishing on the Scugog 
Marsh.
 If these would-be notables are allowed to 
take part with the public hunting and fishing 
over the Marsh they may thank their stars, 
but if they get impertinent over it they will 
be excluded entirely and it will serve them 
right.
 But their mightiness are putting it on a little 
too thick when they put up posters forbidding 
trespassing on the Marsh; such modesty on 
the part of the syndicate would melt the heart 
of a stone.
 Trespass on the Marsh! O, my country! Will 
the modern Neros allow us to creep past the 
Marsh on our hands and knees? It is said that 
they intend to employ a gameskeeper who 
will pour all the terror of the law on the head 

of the unfortunate who may be found 
on the Marsh or Swamp. 
 Their bark is perhaps worst than 
their bite, they may bark away but 
if ever they attempt to bite we will 
extract every tooth they have and 
give them a free and permanent pass 
to their grab-all home in Toronto
 There may be localities where 
the good natured, broad backed, 
easily ridden community will smile 
when they are sat upon, but he that 
imposes on this community will find 
he has caught a Tarter.”
 A subsequent article pub-
lished in a Toronto newspaper on 
October 10, 1890, described the 
conflict between the owners of the 
Scugog Game Preserve Company, 
or “Syndicate” and the residents of 
Port Perry. 
 The story suggested that the resi-
dents were unhappy at losing the 
rights of shooting over this large 
tract of marsh, estimated at more 
than 2,000 acres, and rankled some 
of the sporting residents, who for-
mulated a plan to frustrate the own-
ers.
 The newspaper suggested that 
an arrangement was made with 
several hunters to trespass on the 
grounds and shoot with the hope 
that they would be brought before 
the magistrates on the charge in 
accordance with notices posted on 
the lands.
 It was implied that some of 
the local magistrates knew of the 
arrangement and  they hinted that 

a verdict for the defendants was already 
arranged.
 But two local businessmen and avid hunt-
ers, Messrs J.M. Davis and Jonathon Blong 
did not consider all the avenues open to the 
high-profile owners. Consequently a writ was 
issued against Mr. Blong in the High Court in 
Toronto, instead of being brought before the 
local magistrates, with whom the hunters had 
allegedly conspired.
 The writ claimed $500 damage for tres-
passing on the grounds and also asked for an 
injunction restraining future trespass.
 The court case was moved to Osgoode 
Hall, Toronto  where it was heard by Justice 
C. Boyd.

 After listening to all the arguments, Justice 
Boyd handed down his judgement stating that 
“the defendants (Davis and Blong) were in 
the wrong to trespass and shoot ducks on the 
property owned by the Lake Scugog Marsh 
Company.
 With the law now firmly on the side of the 
marshland syndicate, local hunters resisted 
any further urge to challenge the owners of 
the property, realizing trespassers would be 
dealt with harshly. 
 The results of the case appears to have 
brought an end to the two-year conflict 
between town residents and the owners of the 
Scugog Game Preserve, although the fact that 
the land was being monopolized by a group 
of non-residents wasn’t entirely forgotten by 
locals, as the subject of hunting in the marsh 
surfaced occasionally.
 Despite the animosity felt toward them, 
by some local residents, the owners settled in 
and began improving the property for their 
private hunting concerns.

 In October 1892, Henry  S. Osler, a promi-
nent Toronto lawyer with the firm of McCarthy, 
Osler, Hoskins and Creelman and one of the 
owners of the Scugog Game Preserve called 
for tenders to construct a clubhouse on the 
property. 
 Port Perry contractor Charles Powers, ten-
dered to do the work for $890. and was 

Henry S. Osler

Please turn to page 31

Local residents resented hunting

restrictions put on marshlands

Copy of original advertisement printed in the Ontario Gazette 
published in Toronto in September 1890

Continued from page 16

Unhappy hunters formulated a 
plan to frustrate owners

Tenders called to construct  
a clubhouse in 1892
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Nera and Tony Bloemen were caretakers of the 
property for more than 30 years.

Oslers hired local men to serve
as gameskeepers for property  

Scugog Game 
Preserve clubhouse 

awarded the contract.
  Construction of the 30’x40’ two-sto-
rey clubhouse began in December 1892. 
The house was located on a rising piece 
of land on the east shore of the lake, 
just south of the causeway, known as 
Hemlock Island.  
 The building featured a third-storey 
tpwer, surrounded by windows, which 
provided a perfect vantage point to keep 
lookout across the marshlands for intrud-
ers or poachers.
 Ian Beare, a grandson of John Murray 
who was gameskeeper of the Scugog 
Game Preserve, remembers the house 
featured a clubroom, which overlooked 
the marshland, and a large dining room 
on the main floor where Mr. Osler and his 
guests would enjoy great feasts at the end 
of a day, often with duck on the menu. 
 There was also other smaller storage 
rooms, and a kitchen with a wood stove, from which dinners 
were cooked. Upstairs there were a number of rooms for the 
Osler’s guests.
   Mr. Murray and his wife Lorena lived in an apartment 
connected to the north side of the original clubhouse. This 
was their home for about 40 years before purchasing a house 
at 279 Queen St. (now Jester’s Court) and moved into town, 
after retiring as estate managers in 1961.
 During the 1930s and 1940s many of Philip Osler’s busi-
ness friends, from Toronto and Montreal, would travel to the 
marsh for a weekend of hunting and fishing. 
 Following a hearty breakfast, they were taken out in punts 
to the duck blinds set up in the marsh for the morning hunt. 
The blinds consisted of large boxes with marsh grass woven 
into the treated canvas sides, which could be easily lowered 
or raised for shooting or camouflage. When the sides were 
raised the blind looked like a clump of marsh grass. 
 They also had single person boats called “pups,” in which 
a hunter would stand in a small square metal box, about two 
feet deep. A similar woven grass camouflage was used on 
these small boats
 Also taken along to the blind would be the decoys, a lunch 
and sometimes they even took their dogs to retrieve the 
ducks. But most often, the gameskeeper or his helpers would 
collect the ducks at the end of the day with the help of their 
retreiver dogs. Often, Mrs. Murray would prepare a dinner of 
roast duck for them that evening, served in the diningroom.
 A number of Scugog men have held the position of games-
keeper, or estate manager as they are called today, over the 
past century. 
 John S. McKenzie was the first to hold the position for the 
Lake Scugog Game Preserve Co. in 1891, and the following 
year, Martin Luther Crandell took over the job, for which he 
was responsible for keeping poachers off the property and 
ensuring the channels were kept open for hunting.
 It’s believed Crandell managed the property until John 
Murray assumed the roll of gameskeeper about 1911. 
 Mr. Murray held the job for approximatly 50 years. When 

he retired from the duties at the Osler prop-
erty in 1961, the job was taken over by Tony 
Bloemen and his wife Nera, who lived on 
the property and tended to the needs of the 
entire estate until Oct. 1996. 
  When Mr. Bloemen retired as the full-
time caretaker in the fall of 1996, the duties 
pertaining to the marshlands were turned 
over to his apprentice, Peter Overgoor and 
Ann Julia Bajema, who continue the tradi-
tions of the caretakers of the past century. 

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Learn 
more 
about 
Scugog

• The Scugog Game
 Preserve
• The CausewaY 
 Bridge
• Steamboats on
 Lake Scugog
• Port Perry 
 Railway
    

and many more  
fascinating stories 
about our history

BOOKS GALORE
175 Perry Street, 

Port Perry

Pick up a copy of

at

SCUGOG
THE EARLY

YEARS

F. M. FINDS
180 Queen Street, 

Port Perry
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 May is Community Living Month in 
Ontario and this May is doubly excit-
ing with the unveiling of a brand new 
logo and tagline for the organization. 
Celebrations included a day with the 
Blue Jays last Sunday, and the annual 
Day At The Legislature (May 15th). 
 Community Living Durham North 
was originally founded in 1967 by a 
group of parents concerned about the 
lack of integration for children with 
intellectual disabilities within the school 
system. 
 Because the catchment area consist-
ed of seven counties and two towns, 
the name Central Seven was select-
ed. Thankfully school integration has 
changed over the decades; the counties 
were superseded by Brock, Scugog and 
Uxbridge Townships and this non-prof-
it, charitable organization spread into 
other service areas. 
 In 1979, the organization began 
providing adults with sheltered work 
opportunities and in 1981 started offer-
ing residential services (opening its first 
group home in the area). Three more 
group homes were quickly added dur-
ing the 1990s as institutions across the 
province closed. 
 The last three such facilities (in Orillia, 
Ottawa and southwestern Ontario) are 
slated for closure in 2009 thus complet-
ing a cycle in history.
 “We’re welcoming people back into 
the community,” explains Cathy Parker 
of Community Living Durham North 
(CLDN). And new supports for the 175 
children, youth and adults are happily 
provided by 130 full-time, and 90 part-
time staff along with 55 volunteers.
 Through respite services 50 families 
are currently given a measure of sup-
port in the care of a disabled child or 
adult on a rotating basis. Youth are 
assisted in their transition from school 

to employment or the adult community 
by facilitators who develop individual-
ized plans. 
 Weekly recreational youth groups 
also meet regularly to fulfill a great 
social need. Job development through 
identification of employment goals, 
assistance with training and help secur-
ing a position is an important facet of 
CLDN.
 “Our job is to assist people in con-
necting with their goals and passions 
within their community,” says Cathy. 
“And we take it very seriously.” Adult 
Resource Centers, like the one in Port 
Perry and one in Uxbridge act as a 
meeting point and transportation hub 
for volunteers, part-time employees 
or recreational participants within the 
community. 
 Finally, residential support is a vital 
component. Services offer support and 
assist adults to live with dignity and 
participate in the community. These are 
tailored to meet an individual’s specific 
needs varying from a few hours a week 
to 24-hour care.
 The exciting news is that since the fall 
of 2007, Durham College has offered the 
opportunity to study at the post-second-
ary level yet at a modified pace through 
the “Community Integration through 
Cooperative Education” (CICE) pro-
gram. This two-year program opens 
new doors to many Community Access 
participants.
 As a Ministry of Community and 
Social Services funded agency (also 
affiliated with United Way and sup-
ported by private and corporate spon-
sors), Community Living Durham 
North is mandated to provide “support 
for people with intellectual disabilities, 
allowing them to live, work and be part 
of their community.”
 Cathy, has spent seven years work-
ing in the Scugog area after 13 years 
in Oshawa. “I love a small town and 
appreciated what was being done here,” 
she explains. “I especially like becom-
ing involved with young families.”
 For more information or to volun-
teer, call 905-985-8511.

By Barbara Hunt
Focus on Scugog

Community Living  
Durham North strives 
to connect people with 

their goals and  
passions
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D  - Gas prices at pumps 
around Scugog are on the rise once again, 
with dire predictions we could be paying 
upwards of $1.40 a litre by the time sum-
mer comes along. I’m sure we all remem-
ber 2005 when gas at the pumps spiked to 
$1.32 litre before settling down. It’s been a 
roller coaster ride since then ranging from 
the low 80¢ range to $1.00.
 The only real break the consumer had was 
last fall when for one day, prices dropped below 
45¢ a litre here in Port Perry.

D  - The raise of the mini-
mum wage on April 1 to $8.75 only served 
to bring it to the 1973 level in “real dollar 
terms.” The rate at that time was $1.80, 
which in today’s dollars would have been 
equivalent to $8.86. Thankfully it’s only 
the first of three increases aimed to reach 
a rate of $10.25 by 2010.
 Minimum wage laws first appeared on the 
world stage in New Zealand in 1894. Ontario 
adopted similar laws in 1920.

D  - I’ve often been asked 
how the ice is determined to be out of Lake 
Scugog in the spring. It’s really quite simple. 
The method was handed down to me more 
than 40 years ago by staffers at the Port 
Perry Star, who recorded the dates back to 
the early 1900s. We’re not sure who did it 
before that time, but here’s the formula.
 The ice is considered out by standing on the 
government pier at the end of Queen St. and 
looking north. If there is no ice visible for as far 
as the eye can see.... the ice is officially out!

D - the Township of Scugog 
has a “used cell phone collection program?” 
The program accepts all cell phones old, 
new, broken or working. The township 
receives funds for every donated cell phone 
and the proceeds are used to help finance 
the communities “Tree Planting Program. 
Collection bins are located at the Scugog 
Municipal Office on Perry Street.
 What a great idea. Instead of throwing your 
old cell phone into a drawer or the garbage, drop 
it off and help with this great program.

Did You Know?
 The Borelians Community Theatre, now 
in its 38th year, and many of its members 
made a strong showing at the recent ACT-
CO (Association of Community Theatres 
- Central Ontario) Awards Gala. Both pro-
ductions of the 2007/08 season brought 
home awards in a variety of categories.
  Alice in Wonderland was entered 
in a field of more than 20 productions 
in the comedy category and received 
THEA awards for Costume Design 
(Sheila Nicholson, Jennifer Hardie, Carey 
Nicholson, Denise Randall), Set Design 
(Linda Edwards, Jennifer Hardie, Carey 
Nicholson) Stage Management (Nancy 
Melcher) with a nomination for the top 
award of Best Production of a Comedy 
(Carey Nicholson, Joel Van Veghel).
  The Borelians were represented in the 
drama category with their second produc-
tion, Crimes of the Heart. 
 Annette Stokes-Harris received an 
award for Best Supporting Actress, while 
Michael Serres received a nomination 
for Best Supporting Actor. Michael and 
Aidan Serres also received a nomination 
for Sound Design.
  In addition to the awards and nom-
inations given to Borelian productions, 
Borelian members were also recognized 
outside of the group. OnStage Uxbridge’s 
production of Steel Magnolias, received 
several awards and nominations, includ-
ing Best Production of a Comedy.
 Two Borelian actresses were nomi-
nated for Best Supporting Actress in a 
Comedy - Mary Delaney (Steel Magnolias) 
and Jackie Del Greco (Out of Sight, Out 
of Murder – Markham Little Theatre). 
Lorraine Chiusolo received a nomination 
for Best Actress in a Comedy for Steel 
Magnolias. Full results of the 2007/08 
Festival can be found at www.actco.ca.

Borelians bring
home prestigious 
THEA awards

HAPPY       BIRTHDAY 19 th
Katie and Jamie Hvidsten

~
Monday, May 12, 2008

C!ngr"#$l"#i!%s
&'’(' ")* +r!u, - .!/! Love Mom, Dad

    and Matthew
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South side of Crandell’s house shows a unique ‘red cross’ in the peak, placed there by mischievious bricklayers. 

 This impressive two-story yellow brick home, located at the cor-
ner of 7A Highway and Old Simcoe Rd., was built in 1873 by Caleb 
Crandell. Caleb was the fourth son of Reach Township’s first settler 
Reuben Crandell. 
 The land on which this house sits, is part of a 200 acre parcel of 
land Reuben purchased near the corner of Queen St. and Old Simcoe 
Road about 1832. 
 For many years the area near that intersection was known as 
Crandell’s Corners, but after the death of Reuben in 1874, the family 
had the name changed to Borelia. 
 Caleb purchased the property in 1866 when much of the area 
was still dense bush. About the time the village of Port Perry was 
incorporated there was a building boom, with industry, businesses 
and homes being erected at great speed.
 An article in an October 1873 issue of the Ontario Observer 
noted that new homes were under construction for Messrs. Wilcox, 
Crandell, Currie, Gordon, Brock and Cameron, and Mr. Crandell’s 
house was described as being one of the most commodious (large, 
expensive) homes in town.
 When the new municipality of Port Perry was formed in January 
1872, Crandell was elected to serve on the first council, a position he 
held for a number of years. He was said to have been an enterpris-
ing and respected citizen of the village and a Charter Member of 
Warriner Lodge No. 74. 
 Throughout the late 1870s, Caleb Crandell’s estate sold off a 
large number of valuable building lots in Port Perry, all part of the 
original 200 acres purchased by his father. Prior to his death in 1907, 

Caleb Crandell sold 
this magnificent home 
he had built to William 
and Fornetta Johnston. 
He had lived there for 
almost 35 years.
 The Johnstons 
didn’t live long in 
the large home, sell-
ing it about three 
years later to Robert 
and Jane Irwin. The 
Irwins passed it on in 
May 1915 to George 
Alexander and Mary 
Woods. The Woods’ settled into the home 
for almost a quarter of a century, selling it in May 1954 to Hugh D. 
Santer and his wife Hilda for $3,000. The Santers lived in the house 
until January 1972, when ownership was transferred to their daugh-
ter Dianne and her husband Douglas Hogg. Mr Hogg was a teacher 
who later became principal of Blackstock Public School.
 There are no early pictures of this home available, as all known 
pictures were lost in a fire at the San Man Motel, near Manchester, 
when owned by the Santers. 
 This home has a distinctively high-pitched and gabled roof. The 
gable over the south facing front entrance permits the use of a gothic 

Please turn to page 35

Prominent ‘hilltop’ home built by
son of township’s first white settler

Brandon and Janna Guido

ThisOld 
   House
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framed window and a red cross and red keystone 
in the brickwork above, contrasting with the yellow 
brick used for the rest of the house. The south side 
of the house originally had a verandah stretching 
from window to window around the elaborate front 
entrance.  
 Dianne Hogg remembers a couple of Crandell 
descendents dropping by when she lived in the house, 
and relayed a story about how the red brick cross 
came about in the south peak. They told her at the 
time Caleb Crandell was having the house built, he 
had to go away for a few days, and the brick layers 
decided to play a trick. They inserted the red brick 
cross into the yellow bricks near the peak of the house, 
giving it the look of a church rectory. But the joke was 
on the brick layers, because when Caleb returned 
from his trip and saw the design, he liked it so much, 
he decided to leave it there.
 Doug and Dianne Hogg lived in the home for 
about 13 years. Here they raised their family before 
selling it in June 1985 to David and Arlene Noonan. 
The Noonans sold the house in August 1996 to 
Roland and Collen Marian, who lived there for only 
a few years before selling to Matthew and 
Stephanie Anderson.
 The current owners of this historically 
significant home are Brandon and Janna 
Guido. Since purchasing it in February 2004 
they have performed extensive repairs and 
renovations to the interior and exterior of 
the home.
 One of the most impressive changes 
was the removal of one wall in the kitchen 
and the addition of a bright sunroom. Bricks 
removed from the exterior were used on the 
addition to retain the look of the original 
house.
 The Guidos have also removed a large 
old cedar hedge which concealed the house 
and replaced it with an attractive new fence. 
Plans for the future include re-creating the 
original porch, which was located on the 
south side of the house.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

   Two views of the large, impressive kitchen and sunroom of this historic home. The Guido’s took 

great care to retain the orginal bricks and use them in the reconstruction of the addition.

Continued from page 34

Crandell built his home on the hill in 1873
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Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

 Much like her quaint cottage-style home west of Utica, talented 
pastel artist Jennifer Ross exudes “undeniable country charm.
 You may have noticed, Croftbeg, the home in which she’s lived the 
past 30 years, while driving by. It’s the charming blueish-grey house 
sitting at the end of a short picturesque driveway, on the north side of 
Durham Rd. 21 west of Utica. 
 Jennifer shares her home with her husband Gordon and a slew of 
rescued animals including Maggie the dog and five cats. Each animal, 
with its own unique qualities has been lovingly captured forever in 
Jennifer’s personal collection of pastel portraits.
 Born in Scotland, Jennifer grew up in the village of Renfrew as an 
only child. From a very young age she fell in love with art and would 
doodle and sketch endlessly, with a personal goal of one day attending 
an art school, but it never materialized.  
 With her father passing away when she was just 16 years old, her 
dreams of a formal training took a backseat to the responsibilities at 
hand, which meant getting a job to support herself and mom during 
the difficult transition.  
 Jennifer and Gordon moved to Canada in 1968 from Scotland, resid-
ing and working in Toronto. 
 It wasn’t long before they began perusing  the real estate section of 
newspapers to find a new home. They lucked out one day, finding a 

Please see “Pastels” on page 38
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 The arrival of spring not only brings out the 
birds, squirrels and flowers, but traditionally it 
also launches a rash of “illegal” signage along 
roadsides, stapled to poles and taped to windows.
 It seems that every couple of years the issue of 
signs crops up. The issue being, what’s legal and 
what’s not.
 Over the past few weeks, dozens of wire framed 
plastic signs have sprung up like spring flowers 

around the township advertising painting serv-
ices, basement leaks, window replacement, etc. 

 Many signs, referred to as “utility pole signs” 
are found all over the township. And while these 

are perfectly legal, like all of Scugog’s signs they 
are also heavily regulated.

 For instance, did you know posters (a maximum 
of 8.5” x 14”) can’t be stapled, nailed or screwed on 
a pole. They may only be attached with tape.
 And if you place them any more than 2 metres 
from the ground... that’s illegal. It’s also against 
the by-law to attach them any earlier than seven 
days before an event, and conversely they must be 
removed within three days of the event.
 Signs attached to hydro poles may also fall 
under the restrictions of the utility company. 
Permission from the utility as well as the township 
may be necessary.
 There’s no easy answer to signs, so before 
installing, it would be wise to check the local 
bylaws before posting or installing a sign.

The real sign problem

 If the municipality follows 
through on a staff recommenda-
tion regarding business signage, 
portable signs (often referred 
to as sandwich-boards or A-
frames) could be a thing of the 
past in the main central core.
 The issue was raised last 
month at a BIA meeting, after 
township staff compiled an 
inventory of signs within the 
Main Central Area and surpris-
ingly found that upwards of 80 
per cent of the signs are illegal.
 What “illegal” means in this 
case is signs installed without 
the appropriate approvals or a 
sign permits. 
 There are two issues to con-
sider. First, permanent signs 
(those attached to the buildings 
or installed in the ground in 
front of a business, and second-
ly, the portable (A-frame) signs.
 Most contentious of the two 
issues to the business commu-
nity is the portable signs. Many 
merchants feel these small, port-
able signs are essential to the 
survival of their businesses. The 

sole purpose of them is to inform the public of store specials, lunch 
menus, sales etc., but at the same time they add a certain charm and 
quaintness to the downtown. 
 Removal of these “info” signs could seriously hurt many shop own-
ers and would accomplish nothing, aside from sterilizing the quaint 
appearance of the street.

      It should also be noted that for some “off 
Queen St.” businesses these signs are the 
only means for attracting customers into their 
stores along Perry, North, Water and Casimir 
Streets.
    One of the reasons suggested for their 
removal is to provide safe, unimpeded move-
ment of pedestrians along the sidewalks. If 
this is the case, consideration must also be 
given to restricting placement of store mer-
chandise in front of stores along the street, as 
well as garbage containers and benches.
     There is no tangible evidence that the “A-

frame” signs, or in fact any of the above mentioned items, are impeding 
pedestrians or creating a safety hazard on the street.
 The township already has a number of controls over signage, includ-
ing size, location and appearance. If these controls are enforced there is 
no need to overreact and eliminate something that is so important to the 
health of the business community.
 Port Perry is about to be invaded by large box stores to the west of 
town, probably as early as this fall. The merchants have accepted that 
decision and will work hard to compete, but they need all the tools at 
their disposal to succeed and remain healthy. 
 With all the uncertainty ahead, this is not the time to make our 
downtown stores weaker by taking away one of the tools they use to 
attract customers.
 NOTE: Focus on Scugog learned just before going to press that town-

ship bylaw officials would be presenting a revised recommendation to 

council suggesting the township allow the use of A-frame style signs on 

Queen and Water St. The change came about after a letter writing cam-

paign from local business owners stating their concerns with eliminating 

signs in the main business core.  
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property intriguing enough to make 
the Sunday drive to Port Perry, and as 
they say “the rest is history.”
 It wasn’t until just eight years ago 
that Jennifer was introduced to pastel 
art.  It happened during a visit from 
her snowbird step-father, who would 
reside in an apartment above their 
garage in the warmer months. 
 Recognizing Jennifer’s interest in 
pastels, he nonchalantly recommend-
ed a reference book on technique. He 
left her with an open invitation to the 
tools to try it out – should she decide 
to.  
 Never looking back the very apart-
ment where her initial curiosity began 
is now a studio filled with an array of 
paintings showing her attraction to, 
but not limited to, older villages in the 
United Kingdom and Europe. In addi-
tion there’s pet portraits, rural envi-
ronments and of course the impossibly 
detailed one twelfth scale versions for 
dollhouses - a dozen of which will be 
displayed at an upcoming dollhouse 
show.  
 On selling her first piece eight 
years ago, Jennifer explained she was 
part of a “group artist show” at the 
Piano Cafe in Port Perry and had four 
or five paintings on display.
  She remembers returning to col-
lect the paintings when the show was 
over and being perplexed that one was 
missing. To her delight she discovered 
that one painting had been sold.    
 When asked if she had a favourite 
painting her answer is, “it’s always the 
last one and the next one I’m working 
on,” said Jennifer.
 Jennifer has no stringent routine to 
follow. It’s usually not until the end of 
the day, when all the chores are done, 
that she sits down to immerse herself 
into the eyes of a cherished pet or some 
village far away.
 The beauty of her pieces stand 
alone, but it’s the time staking intricate 
details that are truly awe inspiring.         
 To see for yourself, visit the stu-
dio. An appointment can be made by 
calling 905-985-3295, or by email at 
crofter@xplornet.com.

By Chris DeClute
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 36
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 Ice blowing in off Lake Scugog along Williams Point, near 

Caesarea, caused extensive damage to the boat house and fence 

of Marlies Hassler. This is only the second time in the past 33 years 

that Ms. Hassler has seen this type of ice buildup on her property. 

The photo was taken April 12, 2008 at the rear of her home.

 Ice pushed up onto the shoreline, covering a picnic bench with five inch slabs of ice behind 

Reid’s Independent on April 13, just two days before the last of the ice left Lake Scugog. The 

old grain elevator at the bottom of Queen St., can be seen beyond the pile of ice.

 In Scugog Township, spring never officially 
arrives until the last remnants of ice disappear 
in the cold waters of Lake Scugog. And that 
annual ritual happened this year during a warm 
afternoon in mid-April.
 In the days leading up to Scugog’s official 
first day of spring, the photos on this page were 
snapped at various locations around the lake.
 Above, a panoramic view of Port Perry from 
north of town near dusk, shows the lights of 
town reflecting on the water beyond a small 
band of ice. Most obvious of the landmarks vis-
ible is the new condominium project on Perry 
St., which can be seen at the far right.
 Other photos on this page show the ice at 
various stages during its final days on the lake.
 So, the official “ice out” date is April 15, 2008, 
eleven days later than last year and 14 days ear-
lier than the latest date ever recorded.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

 This picture of Birdseye Park was taken just two days before the 

ice disappeared from Lake Scugog. Strong winds from the north east 

resulted in the park being partially flooded and the shoreline piled high 

with large slabs of ice.       Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Ice officially out April 15, 2008



a guide to upcoming 
entertainment, events 

and happenings 
in Scugog Township

Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

 Kevin Breit, a guitarist and multi-
instrumentalist of endless creativi-

ty and virtuostic technique will be the 
featured entertainment in Greenbank, 
Saturday, May 17. He has recorded 

with the likes of Cassandra Wilson, 
Nora Jones (multiple Grammy winner) k.d. 
Lang; Holly Cole and Natalie McMaster, just 
to name a few. Kevin also leads his own 
groups, Sisters Euclid and Folkalarm.
Date: Saturday, May 17         

   Showtime: 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $20 each and available at:
 • Blue Heron, Uxbridge, 905-852-4282
 • P.O.E. Design, Port Perry, 905-985-0060

the
 Participate in the longest running canoe race in Ontario, the 
traditional canoe race down the Nonquon River and into Lake 
Scugog. This year the race celebrates it’s 40th anniversary. 
Registration takes place Friday, June 6th from 6:00 - 9:00 pm and 
Saturday, June 7th from 7:00 - 9:00 am. The first boats can enter 

the river on Saturday at 7:00 am. Novice 
and professional canoeists of all ages 
are free to enter recreational and com-
petitive categories. Please contact the 
Museum at 905-985-3589 for more 

information.
Date: Saturday, June 7
Location: Port Perry
Registration:  

  $40 per canoe or kayak
Information: call 905-985-3589

Get ready for a walk through classic car 
history at the Scugog Shores Museum 

summer car show. Come and enjoy 
the sights and sounds of the great 

cars of the 20’s, 30’s, 40’s, 50’s, 
60’s and 70’s. Classic and cus-
tom owners from across Durham 
Region and beyond are invited to 

participate in the Show and Shine 
to win great prizes supplied by local merchants. A Vendor’s Market 
will have parts and memorabilia for all to browse. Admission $5 for 
adults. Students and seniors $3, children 12 and under are free.
Date: Saturday, June 14     Time: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Scugog Shores Museum, Scugog Island
Information: call 905-985-3589.

Celtic Festival Concert
 Beltane Festival Concert to be held at  
St. John’s Presbyterian Church featuring the 
Celtic singing group “Claidhmor” along with 
pianist Oksana Hahn. Proceeds will be put 
towards an addition and renovations to the 
historic church.
Tickets: $20 for adults and $10 for students 
(children under 12 free), available at The 
Wee Tartan Shop, Port Perry. 
Date: Saturday, May 10      Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Port Perry

 Six great shows!  May 23 to 31. This one-
act stage musical (18 scenes) runs about 90 
minutes and is geared toward middle-school-
aged performers. It contains all of the songs 
from the Disney Channel movie musical plus 
one new number and a High School Musical Megamix. Based  
on a Disney Channel Original Movie written by Peter Barsocchini.
Date: May 23, 24,30, 31 - 7:30 p.m.
      May 24, 31 - 2:00 p.m.    
Location: Town Hall 1873, Port Perry
Tickets: Henshalls 905-985-1965, or Star Ticketing 1-866-808-2006

CDL Youth Musical Theatre Company  presents Disney’s	
�   
High School Musical
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We make gardening really easy!
1893 Scugog St., Port Perry
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enjoy your  garden
Hanging Baskets    from$14.99

Climbing Vines/Clematis                    from $9.99
Garden Accessories
     Ornaments, Planters, Waterfalls, etc.

Perennials                 from $2.99    
PC Black Earth 
Top Soil           5 for $9.00
Peat Moss      70 l Bag $5.99

  Shrubs
     from $7.99Trees

   from $29.99

Vegetables
cell packs$1.19each/$12.00 flat

Annual Plants $12.00 flat
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Cover Picture
  Jamie Ross sits in front of 
the hulk of the old decaying 
barge from which the chan-
nels in the Scugog Marsh 
were dug. The barge now 
lies under the water most 
of the year, but occasionally 
shows when the water is 
low. See story on page 24. 

Photo J. Peter Hvidsten

Features & Stories
SUPER FRAMERS - local framing store honoured .......................  3

CHANGING FACES - what’s new and who’s who .........................  5

DID YOU KNOW? - tidbits of useless information .........................  6

NEW SENIORS BUILDING - villa reception centre opens ............. 9

THE DRAGONS ARE COMING - fesitival this month ................... 10

THUMBS - rating events and decisions in the community...........  15

HOME BREWING - local stores help make-your-own .................. 16

CENTENNIAL YEAR - local lawn bowling club 100 ...................... 19

SCUGOG MARSH - how the channels were built .......................  24

CLASSIC CAR SHOW - museum hosts auto drive-in .................. 26

CANOE THE NONQUON - race celebrates 40 years..................  31

WHAT’S UP SCUGOG - upcoming events around town .............. 40

need of make-over

Celebrating 100th anniversary
of Port Perry Lawn Bowling Club

19

Created & Published by
Observer Publishing of Port Perry

 188 Mary Street - Unit 201 
Port Perry, Ontario - L9L 1A2

PUBLISHER/EDITOR ..............J.P. Hvidsten
OFFICE/ADV. MGR. ....... MaryAnn Fleming
ADVERTISING ..................... Tracy Souch
                         Julie Anne Gatto-Gibbons
PRODUCTION ....................Arlene Walker
FREELANCE ........ Barb Hunt, Paul Arculus 
             Chris DeClute, Christina Coughlin
                                     Marjorie Fleming
ACCOUNTING  .................Nancy Hvidsten

PHONE 905-985-8585 
focus@observerpub.ca

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by colum-
nists, contributors and letter writers are not neces-
sarily those of Focus On Scugog. Letters must be 
signed and the telephone number (which will not be 
published) included. Requests that a name be with-
held will be honoured only if there is a compelling 
reason to do so. Errors will be corrected if brought to 
the editor’s attention. We reserve the right to edit or 
refuse publication of any material submitted. 
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 Scugog residents love their pets and Kathy Dudley loves to 
help local pet owners showcase their faithful friends whether its 
a dog, cat, bird or other creepy, crawly creature.
 Four years ago Kathy spearheaded a fundraiser for the 
Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter, through the sale of the Super 
Pet Calendar. Last year alone, she raised $8,800 and more than 
$28,000 has been turned over to the shelter since she began.
 Now, with only six months to go until the end of the year, 
it’s time to start production on the 2009 Super Pet Calendar and 
Kathy is actively seeking the support of the public once again. 
 Anyone entering their pet’s photo has a chance of their pet 
being one of 13 featured as a “Super Pet” of the month. But 
don’t despair... all entries will be included in the full colour 13 
month calendar.
 Last year, for the first time, Kathy included a special “memo-
rial page” in the calendar, on which pictures of family pets who 
had died over the past year were featured. The response to this 
was more than expected so it will be included again this year.
 Anyone wishing to have their pet entered in the 2009 cal-
endar can pick up an entry form in Port Perry and Uxbridge at 
the local pet stores, veterinary offices, groomers, feed store and 
the Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter. 
 All proceeds from the calendar sales benefit the local ani-
mal shelter. For more information call Kathy at 905-985-8771 or 
email her at: yoursuperpetcalendar@yahoo.ca. 

 Kathy Dudley has raised more than $28,000 for the Uxbridge/Scugog Animal 
Shelter over the past four years with her “Super Pet Calendar.” She’s seen here dis-
playing the 2008 Pet Calendar.                      Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Animals big winners
from Kathy’s “Super 
Pet” calendar profits

Dr. J. Cottrell
Dr. J. Hardy
Dr. C. Banfi eld

Dr. G. Gales
Dr. J. Isenberg 
Dr. D. Galatanu

Dr. Edward King Orthodontist
Dr.  Thomas McIntyre Periodontist

238 Queen Street, 
DOWNTOWN Port Perry

We all start life with no cavities.

905-985-8451
www.iluvmydentist.com
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The best
of small
business

    Warren and Tracy Strong, owners of The Framer’s Gallery, were delighted to 
be selected winner of the Scugog Chamber of Commerce “Business of the Year 
Award” for business under 15 employees last month.     Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

 The Framer’s Gallery owners Warren and Tracey Strong were both 
“shocked and thrilled” when they learned their business had been 
selected as one of the top businesses in Port Perry recently. They were 
especially honoured when they consider the town to be a gold mine 
of owner-operated businesses. 
 The long-time local business couple learned of the special honour 
at the annual general meeting of the Scugog Chamber of Commerce, 
held on April 25, 2008. At this meeting Framer’s Gallery was 
announced as the winner of the 2007 “Business of the Year Award” in 
the category of under 15 employees.
   In conversation, their pride and dedication to their customers 
shines through and has been the cornerstone of their success since 
1985. Warren bought Framer’s Gallery from his parents in 1985, 
which is also the year that he met Tracey. Warren was pretty well a 
one man band back then but Tracey came on board quickly, became 
a certified picture framer like Warren and cemented the relationship 
by marrying him.
 Twenty three years later Warren is still involved in every aspect 
of the framing operations while Tracey concentrates on the retail end 
and customer service. Their business success is due to great team-
work, with each other and their staff of three full time and three part 
time employees. 
 Warren insists that the quality of work they do is what has driven 
their customer base upwards; says Warren “Protection and preser-
vation of peoples’ heirlooms are number one with us. We focus on 
quality first, we know the proper techniques needed to safeguard 
customers pictures and we use quality materials when dealing with 
people’s treasures”.
 The same customers have been coming back to The Framer’s 
Gallery for many years, and have brought along with them their fam-
ily, friends and neighbours. 
 Customers understand that Warren and Tracey care about the past 
and the future. “People are realizing treasures lay hidden in their 
homes and they want to stop hiding them in drawers and proudly 
display them,” says Tracy. Warren adds the trick is not to change 
what they are entrusted with but to keep the item as close to its origi-
nal condition as possible.
 “What we do to someone’s pictures now will affect the pictures 50 
years from now, which is why we stress protection and preservation. 
New pictures are treated the same as old ones because at some point 
they will be old too, so quality now is important,” Warren says.Warren says.
 The Framers Gallery will no doubt continue to expand and grow 
as new generations of customers come to expect the same quality and 
service that their parents and grandparents enjoyed. 
 In the meantime, Warren and Tracey look forward to going to 
work every day and dealing with customers who appreciate their 
efforts. The Business of the Year Award for Excellence is an added 
bonus to their job satisfaction and pride.

By Marjorie Fleming
Focus on Scugog

PICKLES & OLIVES BISTRO
& CATERING

PICKLES & OLIVES BISTRO
& CATERING

1-110 Water St., Port Perry
905-982-1600

•• •
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 Is it just us, or is Port Perry’s post office building showing its age? 
If the current condition of the building is an indication, we think the 90 
year old building is in dire need of a massive make-over.
 This town-centre landmark structure should be the pride of the 
community, yet it is unfortunately  becoming an eyesore.
 Paint peeling from window sills, cement crumbling on the steps, 
cracks in the pavement, pot holes in the driveway and a roof covered 
with rust are just a few of the more obvious problems.
   Simply put, this historic 

building looks disgrace-
ful, and does not live up 
to the high standards the 
merchants of the downtown 
have set for their beautifully 
maintained buildings.
 Surely the federal gov-

ernment, which owns 
the post office, has the 
funds to inject some 
much needed cash 
into this important 
structure to return it to 
its original splendor.
 We’d urge anyone 
who is concerned to 
contact Bev Oda, our Member of Parliament for Durham, 
and express your concerns about the appearance of this important 
heritage structure. She can be reached at her Bowmanville office 
905- 697-1699.
 The Port Perry Post Office should be the crowning jewel of our 
attractive downtown... not this unsightly blemish!
 At least that’s our thought!

Just a thought!
 ‘The Music Man’, the show about a con man who charms an 
entire town by playing on their heart strings, arrives at Town Hall 
1873 on July 3 for a three week run.
 In the grand tradition of Harold Hill, the Music Man himself, 
Cadenza Productions promises – yes sir they guarantee an evening 
of laughter, romance and some of the best music ever written.
 Written in the 1950s, the play is set in Iowa in the innocent years 
before the Great War in Europe, when skirts were long and hopes 
were high. Life was simple and the folks were simpler – or at least 
that’s what Professor Hill counts on as he tries to convince locals that 
a new pool hall spells ‘Trouble’ (with a capital T and that rhymes 
with P and that stands for pool!). And the cure for that kind of trou-
ble is a boys’ band complete with ‘Seventy-Six Trombones’.
 Carol Salamone is the musical director and creative genius 
behind Cadenza and their sell-out shows of the last three summers – 
The Sound of Music, Fiddler on the Roof and Little Shop of Horrors. 
A transplanted American herself, Salamone has brought on board 
fellow Yankee, Ruth Smith as director. Smith is fresh from the thrill 
of winning a THEA for Best Production of a Comedy for Onstage 
Uxbridge’s Steel Magnolias. Both women have an understanding 
and appreciation of the All-American attitude which they impart to 
their All-Canadian cast, as hearts swell with patriotism and tongues 
are firmly planted in cheeks.
 Todd Appleton, who recently won a THEA for his perform-
ance as Freddy in My Fair Lady, plays Professor Hill to Mallory 
McGrath’s Marion the Librarian. McGrath last year charmed Port 
Perry audiences as Maria in The Sound of Music.
 Tickets are $20 and will be available at Henshall’s 905-985-1965. 
The show runs July 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 13 (matinee), 17, 18, 19.

The Music Man to light up 
the stage of Town Hall 1873
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Changing
Faces!

  time again to take a look at 
the changes taking place in the 

business community throughout Scugog. To 
this point we’ve primarily addressed ‘what’s 
happening’ in the Port Perry area, but this 
month we decided to expand our perimeters 
to see what is going on elsewhere in the 
township.
 For starters, about five miles north of 
town Ryan Haslam has opened the newly 
renovated Seagrave General Store. The store 
will feature a large line of food products, dol-
lar store items, DVD rentals etc. Great news 
for the local residents, since the store has 
been closed for the past couple of years.
 Across the causeway in Blackstock, Paula 
Lishman Furs is set to open her new retail 
studio this Saturday, June 7. The studio is 
located behind the old schoolhouse at 14341 

Old Scugog Rd and will only be open on 
Saturdays and by appointment during the 
week. As most know, Paula’s fur designs are 
sought worldwide and were missed after 
closing her store on Queen St.
 Back in town, the space fromerly occu-
pied by Mango’s at the corner of Water 
and Casimir St., has a new tenant. Pickles 
& Olives Bistro opened a few weeks ago 
serving up ‘mmmmm’ good gourmet pizza, 
sandwiches and salads.
 Movement along Queen St. is a little qui-
eter this month, although Pamper & Soothe 
has announced it’s moving a few doors down 
the street to 235 Queen St. where it will take 
up space in Adorn Fine Furnisings Boutique.
 After a short time closed, Set The Table 
on Queen St. has re-opened under new own-
ership offering many of the same food prod-

ucts it did under the original owner. 
 Moving along to Scugog Street (7A Hwy), 
Global Pet Foods has opened in the space 
which had been occupied by a variety store 
some time ago. The new business bills itself 
as a health food store for pets.
 Nice to see one empty spot in Port Perry 
Plaza get filled up. Susanne Schmidt, owner 
of Healing Points Acupunture, is moving to 
the plaza to open in the former storefront 
operated by Tansi Orthopedics.
 Skipping back to Queen St., we’ve learned 
that Blossom is closing its doors later this 
month after three years in business. Taking 
up the vacated space will be Perrys Anne’s, 
who will make the move three doors west of 
its present location in the near future.
 That’s about it for now... but check back 
next month for more changing faces!

P
hoto by J. P

eter H
vidsten

Canoe the Nonquon - June 2007

It’s

“AGING IS AN ACTIVE VERB”
1st Annual Family Fun Walk 

JUNE 14, 2008 
“Rain or Shine”

START/END LOCATION – PALMER PARK
10:00 a.m.   

On-Site Registration and Signup
10:30 a.m.  –  3 km Walk Begins

11:30 a.m.  – Picnic Charity BBQ Lunch
Explore historical Downtown Port Perry, 

the new Port Perry Villa and 
Scugog’s scenic waterfront trail.

FUN FOR ALL ACTIVE AGES!
CHARITY BBQ  •  JUMPING CASTLES  •  FACE PAINTING  •  YOGA CLASSES  •  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sponsored by:

Call Liz to sign up or for information

905-985-2002

Celebrate Senior’s MonthCelebrate Senior’s Month
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D  - Port Perry’s 
own Jayde Nicole is sitting on 
top of the world after being pro-
claimed “Playboy’s Playmate 
of the Year” for 2007. Nicole 
graced the pages of the popular 
magazine in January 2007 and 
her life as been a whirlwind 
ever since. For her accomplish-
ment Nicole received $100,000 
and a new Cadillac.
 We expect most people already 
knew all this, but when a small 
town girl makes it big... it’s news, 
despite the fact some people may 
not agree with her career choice!

D - Construction 
on Mary St. is just about com-
plete. There’s sod on the wide 
boulevards and it’s now ready 
for the final layer of ashpalt. 
What a great improvement, but 
we wonder if maybe a little 
more thought should have gone 
into final the design.
 With parking always at a pre-
mium in the dowtown area, maybe 
parking spaces should have been 
considered for both sides of the 
street. Local churches, businesses 
and the public could have benefit-
ted from the additional parking.

Did You Know?

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville 
905-640-6213  • Toll Free: 1-866-421-4425www.soapstoneontario.com

Visit our Showroom:  Mon. to Thurs. 8-5,  Fri. 8-4:30

 Introducing:

AQUA GRANTIQUE

 EXCLUSIVE CANADIAN DEALER

Luxury - Durability - Affordability

Soapstone’s bold statement is 
a natural complement to all 
types of cabinetry, and adds 
that finishing touch to the most 
sophisticated décor.

BENEFITS OF SOAPSTONE
• Non-porous  • Naturally resistant to 
stains and bacteria  • Heat resistant 
with excellent thermal qualities
• No man-made sealants required.

There’s nothing else like it and for 
this reason the esthetic qualities are 
appealing to the refined taste of designers 
and homeowners who are looking for 
something a whole lot different. So when 
luxury and durability go hand in hand, the 
choice is clear.

Also Fabricators of:
• Slate • Hanstone • Ceasar Stone 

• Granite • Marble • Corian

Men’s BOGO
is back*!

Buy One,
Get One
1/2 Price

168 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2521
www.brocks.ca

* Of equal or lesser value.  
*Some exclusions may apply. 

See in store for details. 
Offer also valid in our Fenelon Falls location.

Sale ends Sunday, June 15th

FREE
Golf Drink Cooler 

with Tees
with a Menswear 

purchase over 
$50.00*

*while quantities last 
   *before taxes
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Something Else…
Distinctive items available to you – on Queen Street West, Port Perry

Rediscover
Downtown Port Perry –

West of Perry Street!
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Inspirations

Set The Table    Love of Jo     Menzies      Caviar and Cobwebs    Henshall’s    Kid’s Cupboard    Framer’s   Adorn    Silverside     

Fun Summer Fashions
HENSHALL’S 

CLOTHING & GIFTS
241 Queen Street

905-985-1965

Ceramic Travel Mug
THE FRAMER’S GALLERY

237 Queen Street 
905-985-2543

Melissa & Doug Puppets
THE KID’S CUPBOARD

239 Queen Street
 905-985-7707

Jogurt
FOR THE LOVE OF 
JO COFFEE HOUSE
261 Queen Street  

905-985-5200

Circa 1900-1910
Loetz, Stuben, Art Glass

CAVIAR & COBWEBS
255 Queen Street

905-985-6929

Sabo Red & Black Charm Bracelet
SILVERSIDE OF DANA’S

229 Queen Street • 905-985-9533

Wood Herons
INSPIRATIONS 

ON QUEEN STREET
246 Queen Street

905-985-9005

Lunches & Frozen Entrees to Go
SET THE TABLE

263 Queen Street
905-985-5009

Hair Extentions
MENZIES SALON & SPA

257 Queen Street • 905-985-7101
www.menziessalonspa.com

Willowtree Angels
ADORN

235 Queen Street 
905-985-5559
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From opening to midnight, all of Port Perry’s eclectic 

stores, boutiques and eateries will be offering 

fabulous savings on a wide selection of items. 

Come and experience downtown after dark as our 

merchants turn up the savings for you as the moon 

rises! Moonlight Madness is sponsored by the Port 

Perry BIA.

Mark your calendars!

158 Water St. Port Perry
905-985-9956

www.cuddlybunny.com

BABY BANZ 
UV SPF 50 Swimwear

THIRSTYWEAR
Clothing made from 

beach towels
SNUG AS BUG SUN HATS

TYR SPORT – Swimwear
    Goggles /Swim Caps

PAMPER  
    &  SOOTHE

905.985.5559
221 Queen St., Port Perry

25 to 50% OFF 
EVERYTHING 

Store Closing June 30th
OPEN 7 DAYS

MOONLIGHT

MADNESS

SPECIALS

197 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-0143

(3 doors west of current location - 189 Queen Street) 

COME VISIT US SOON AT OUR NEW LOCATION AT

Perry Ann’sPerry Ann’s
Fashions & Finishing Touches

176 Perry Street  Port Perry  905.982.0776

S A L E
15% OFF
  ALL
Merchandise

Thursday 
June 26, 2008

8  FOCUS - JUNE 2008   focus@observerpub.ca
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 Officials of the new Port Perry Villa are striving to 
duplicate the “special feeling” present behind the aging 
walls of the 30 year old Villa when the new facility opens 
next spring.
 “The old building is in poor shape, but there’s such a 
great feeling in there,” says Liz Auston, marketing manager for the 
company.
 The new four-story, 100 unit facility, currently under construction 
at the corner of Simcoe and Coulter St. is expected to start receiving 
residents by the spring of 2009.
 Port Perry Villa’s presentation centre opened recently, but Ms. 
Auston said she experienced considerable interest at the centre while 
it was still under construction. Before the ‘centre’ opened, more than 
85 people had their names put on a waiting list.
 “The owners (Port Perry Villa) really didn’t expect so much inter-
est this early,” she said. 
 The new facility promises to be modern, but comfortable and will 
offer all kinds of activities and services for its residents.
 A large community room, auditorium with stage, dining room 
and a 24 hour cafe and pub are just some of the facilities residents will 
find on the main floor.
 Other facilities and services provided include a hair salon, barber 
shop, computer room, chapel, exercise room and a library lounge 
with fireplace.
 “It will be exciting for the residents when we open. They will be 
able to do a lot of things that many of them probably can’t do now,” 
explained Ms. Auston.
 Also on the main floor will be a resident’s kitchen, where they can 
come to bake or cook. And there is also a family dining room which 
can be reserved for special ocassions or family functions.

 The remaining three floors will provide living acommodations 
ranging from 350 sq. ft. studio suites to one bedroom units ranging 
from 460-475 sq. ft., and two bedroom suites sized 650-685 sq. ft. 
Some of the one and two bedroom suites also have balconies.
 Unique to the Villa is that all suites have a small kitchenette, with 
apartment sized refrigerator and microwave, so that residents can 
make light meals if they don’t want to eat in the dining room.
 But for most, a large comfortable dining room will provide three 
meals a day for the 138 residents living in the Villa. The dining room, 
as well as the cafe, will also have light snacks available throughout 
the day and evening.
 Each of the residential floors also will have a laundry room and on 
the second floor is a lounge with television.
 To ensure all residents have access to health care, Port Perry 
Villa will also have a nurse on call 24 hours a day and each room is 
equipped with a buzzer linked to the staff office.
 “We want our residents to experience that same feeling you get 
with a friend when they’re here,” Liz says.
 And that could be the reason they’ve picked “Life’s better at the 
Villa,” as the new Port Perry Villa’s slogan.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Liz Auston, Port Perry Villa marketing manager, is now on hand 
to greet visitors at their Water St. Presentation Centre

Artist’s conceptual rendering of the new Port Perry Villa
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Changing
Faces!

  time again to take a look at 
the changes taking place in the 

business community throughout Scugog. To 
this point we’ve primarily addressed ‘what’s 
happening’ in the Port Perry area, but this 
month we decided to expand our perimeters 
to see what is going on elsewhere in the 
township.
 For starters, about five miles north of 
town Ryan Haslam has opened the newly 
renovated Seagrave General Store. The store 
will feature a large line of food products, dol-
lar store items, DVD rentals etc. Great news 
for the local residents, since the store has 
been closed for the past couple of years.
 Across the causeway in Blackstock, Paula 
Lishman Furs is set to open her new retail 
studio this Saturday, June 7. The studio is 
located behind the old schoolhouse at 14341 
Old Scugog Rd and will only be open on 

Saturdays and by appointment during the 
week. As most know, Paula’s fur designs are 
sought worldwide and were missed after she 
closed her store on Queen St.
 Back in town, the space formerly occu-
pied by Mango’s at the corner of Water 
and Casimir St., has a new tenant. Pickles 
& Olives Bistro opened a few weeks ago 
serving up ‘mmmmm’ good gourmet pizza, 
sandwiches and salads.
 Movement along Queen St. is a little qui-
eter this month, although Pamper & Soothe 
has announced it’s moving a few doors west 
to 235 Queen St. where it will take up space 
in Adorn Fine Furnishings Boutique.
 After a short time closed, Set The Table 
on Queen St. has re-opened under new own-
ership offering many of the same food prod-
ucts it did under the original owner. 
 Moving along to Scugog Street (7A Hwy), 

Global Pet Foods has opened in the space 
which had been occupied by a variety store 
some time ago. The new business bills itself 
as a health food store for pets.
 Nice to see one empty spot in Port Perry 
Plaza get filled up. Susanne Schmidt, owner 
of Healing Points Acupuncture, is moving 
to the plaza to open in the former storefront 
operated by Tansi Orthopedics.
 Skipping back to Queen St., we’ve learned 
that Blossom is closing its doors later this 
month after three years in business. Taking 
up the vacated space will be Perry Anne’s, 
who will make the move three doors west of 
its present location in the near future.
 And last, but certainly not least, Focus 
learned at press time that Gus Brown Pontiac-
Buick-GMC, of Whitby, took over ownership 
of Port Perry’s Conlin Pontiac-Buick effective 
May 27, 2008.

P
hoto by J. P

eter H
vidsten

Canoe the Nonquon - June 2007

It’s

“AGING IS AN ACTIVE VERB”
1st Annual Family Fun Walk 

JUNE 14, 2008 
“Rain or Shine”

START/END LOCATION – PALMER PARK
10:00 a.m.   

On-Site Registration and Signup
10:30 a.m.  –  3 km Walk Begins

11:30 a.m.  – Picnic Charity BBQ Lunch
Explore historical Downtown Port Perry, 

the new Port Perry Villa and 
Scugog’s scenic waterfront trail.

FUN FOR ALL ACTIVE AGES!
CHARITY BBQ  •  JUMPING CASTLES  •  FACE PAINTING  •  YOGA CLASSES  •  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sponsored by:

Call Liz to sign up or for information

905-985-2002

Celebrate Senior’s MonthCelebrate Senior’s Month
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 Officials of the new Port Perry Villa are striving to 
duplicate the “special feeling” present behind the aging 
walls of the 30 year old Villa when the new facility opens 
next spring.
 “The old building is in poor shape, but there’s such a 
great feeling in there,” says Liz Auston, marketing manager for the 
company.
 The new four-story, 100 unit facility, currently under construction 
at the corner of Simcoe and Coulter St. is expected to start receiving 
residents by the spring of 2009.
 Port Perry Villa’s presentation centre opened recently, but Ms. 
Auston said she experienced considerable interest at the centre while 
it was still under construction. Before the ‘centre’ opened, more than 
85 people had their names put on a waiting list.
 “The owners (Port Perry Villa) really didn’t expect so much inter-
est this early,” she said. 
 The new facility promises to be modern, but comfortable and will 
offer all kinds of activities and services for its residents.
 A large community room, auditorium with stage, dining room 
and a 24 hour cafe and pub are just some of the facilities residents will 
find on the main floor.
 Other facilities and services provided include a hair salon, barber 
shop, computer room, chapel, exercise room and a library lounge 
with fireplace.
 “It will be exciting for the residents when we open. They will be 
able to do a lot of things that many of them probably can’t do now,” 
explained Ms. Auston.
 Also on the main floor will be a resident’s kitchen, where they can 
come to bake or cook. And there is also a family dining room which 
can be reserved for special ocassions or family functions.

 The remaining three floors will provide living acommodations 
ranging from 350 sq. ft. studio suites to one bedroom units ranging 
from 460-475 sq. ft., and two bedroom suites sized 650-685 sq. ft. 
Some of the one and two bedroom suites also have balconies.
 Unique to the Villa is that all suites have a small kitchenette, with 
apartment sized refrigerator and microwave, so that residents can 
make light meals if they don’t want to eat in the dining room.
 But for most, a large comfortable dining room will provide three 
meals a day for the 138 residents living in the Villa. The dining room, 
as well as the cafe, will also have light snacks available throughout 
the day and evening.
 Each of the residential floors also will have a laundry room and on 
the second floor is a lounge with television.
 To ensure all residents have access to health care, Port Perry 
Villa will also have a nurse on call 24 hours a day and each room is 
equipped with a buzzer linked to the staff office.
 “We want our residents to experience that same feeling you get 
with a friend when they’re here,” Liz says.
 And that could be the reason they’ve picked “Life’s better at the 
Villa,” as the new Port Perry Villa’s slogan.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Liz Auston, Port Perry Villa marketing manager, is now on hand 
to greet visitors at their Water St. Presentation Centre

Artist’s conceptual rendering of the new Port Perry Villa
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Port Perry set
to welcome the
Dragon Boats

 The dragons are coming... the dragons are coming.
 All roads lead to Port Perry on June 21, 2008 as organizers 
lay out the welcome mat for competitors, volunteers and spec-
tators taking part in the fourth annual Dragon Boat Festival in 
Palmer Park.
 The team registration roster has now been filled to capac-
ity with fifty-two teams, including four breast cancer survivor 
teams, involving 1,300 paddlers. 
 The Port Perry Dragon Boat Festival is held to promote 
breast cancer awareness, support programs for breast cancer 
survivors and raise funds for diagnosis and treatment.
 Last year pledges and donations from the festival totalled 
more than $132,000. With the peer support of the Port Perry 
Rotary Club, Ontario Trillium Foundation, and the Great Blue 
Heron Charity Casino, 48 teams involving more than 1200 pad-
dlers competed in various divisions.
 The Dragon Flies, a breast cancer support group, from City 
of Kawartha Lakes, Port Perry, Uxbridge, and surrounding areas 
continue to host this festival for the fourth year. 
 Teams have been formed from churches, community service 
groups, schools, hospitals, sports teams, breast cancer survivor 
teams as well as many other interest groups. Four divisions, 
including a youth division will compete for medals and brag-
ging rights.
 Dragon boating in this Dragon Boat Festival is unique in 
that it is appropriate for all ages and abilities, no experience 
is necessary, all equipment is provided and dragon boat skills 
and safety procedures are presented during the practices being 
booked two weeks prior to event day.  
 Enthusiastic paddlers, committed volunteers and the many 
visitors on event day will play an important role in making 
the difference in the fight against Breast Cancer in the City of 
Kawartha Lakes and Durham Region.
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Integrative Health Centre
Sunleite
188 Mary Street, Port Perry

188 Mary Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-3303

Brenda M. Leite 
Licensed Practitioner  
of  Natural Medicine

View Health Report @
www.sunleitehealth.ca

~ Breast & Full Body ~
Fibrocystic, large, enhanced or dense 
breasts do not interfere with the scan.

NO RADIATION OR COMPRESSION

Be Informed About Cancer Prevention - 
Choose ! ermography

www.breastthermography.ca

Showcase Your Family’s Active Lifestyle
June is shaping up to be a special month for Scugog’s seniors, 
especially since the residents of Port Perry Villa Retirement Living 
are heading up some great activities.
In conjunction with Senior’s Month, the residents will be holding 
their ! rst annual “Aging is an Active Verb” - Family Fun Walk.
" e event is designed to bring awareness of the importance of an 
active lifestyle for all ages.
Scugog residents are invited to showcase your family’s active lifestyle 
with a refreshing 3 km walk, exploring historical downtown Port 
Perry, the new Port Perry Villa and Scugog’s scenic waterfront trail. 

Following the walk there will be a charity barbecue, complete 
with jumping castle, face painting, yoga classes and live 
entertainment.
" is event is sure to be fun for all active ages.
" e Family Fun Walk takes place on Saturday, June 14, (rain or 
shine) commencing in Palmer Park. Sign up for the event begins 
at 10 a.m. and the walk begins at 10:30 a.m., with the charity 
barbecue lunch to follow at approximately 11:30 a.m. in Palmer 
Park. Be one of the ! rst 50 to register and receive a FREE water 
bottle! 
Call Liz at 905-985-2002 to sign-up or for more information.

Transitioning to a healthier lifestyle is one of the 
most important things you can do for yourself and 
your family, and this special section is a great place 

right here in and around Scugog!

proper physical activity, 
nutrition, prevention, 
and treatment - for good!

June is Senior’s Month
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•  Pre-need and/or Prepaid Funeral Planning
•  Traditional and Non-Traditional Cremation 

and Burial Services
•  Main Floor Reception Facilities Available 

For After Service Lunches
•  Conveniently Located in Beautiful 

Downtown Port Perry with Ample 
Off-Street Parking

FUNERAL DIRECTOR/
OWNER

216 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2171 • 1-800-377-9139
www.waggfuneralhome.com

WAGG
  FUNERAL HOME

At Port Perry Wellness Centre we are 
dedicated to providing you with re-
lief from pain by adjusting the spine 
through therapeutic techniques. 
Chiropractic care is often more effec-
tive when soft tissue has been relaxed 
by a massage. Massage promotes 
healing and increased circulation, 
reducing painful swelling and in-
fl ammation. Call today to set up an 
appointment.

CHIROPRACTIC
ACUPUNCTURE
MASSAGE THERAPY
ORTHOTICS
SPORTS INJURY REHABILITATION
MVA / WSIB CASES

Mon. Wed. Fri.: 9am - 6pm
Thurs.: 8am - 6pm

Port Perry
Wellness Centre

Dr. Scott McLennan
D.C., B.Kin, P.T.S.

Paula Owler
Massage Therapist

Andrea Kidd
Massage Therapist

6 High Street, Port Perry
(beside Clearwater Pools)

905-985-4414

Reduce the Risk of Age-Related Illness
Chiropractor, Dr. Hooper, emphasizes “an active lifestyle is 
essential to the health and well being of all individuals.”  
Our aging population is at an increased risk of illnesses such 
as osteoporosis, heart disease, and arthritis.  Maintaining 
an active lifestyle is crucial to prevent and treat these health 
conditions.
Dr. Hooper stresses that Chiropractic care provides 
treatment for injuries that may arise from your involvement 
in activities and for the aches and pains that prevent so 
many people from participating in the activities as they age.  
A growing body of research has demonstrated Chiropractic 
care to be both safe and effective.  Dr. Hooper offers a 
variety of treatment options.  Allow Chiropractic care to 
empower you towards a more active lifestyle regardless of 
your age.  

Contact Dr Dwayne Hooper B.Sc., D.C.
Your Health Chiropractic, 
175 North Street, Port Perry. 905-985-3624

OPEN
Monday - ! ursday: 

9am - 8pm
Friday: 

9am - 6pm
Saturday & Sunday: 

10am - 2pm
for your convenience

MEDICAL ASSOCIATES BUILDING
462 Paxton St., Port Perry

905-985-8484

herbal facial
recovery facial
facial therapy
botanical facial
teen facial
cosmetic
acupuncture facial

180 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-985-2272  •  www.maryelle.ca

facial treatments

“A bodily disease, which we look upon as whole and 
entire within itself, may after all, be but a symptom of 

some ailment in the spiritual part.”

• Facials 
• Manicures  
• Pedicures
• Gel/Acrylic Nails
• All Waxings
• Botox

186 Casimir St., 
Port Perry
905-985-9130

 BEST PRICES IN TOWN!

Never too old to 
look beautiful!

In the Latcham Centre

OPEN HOUSES 
AND NEW BEGINNER 
CLASSES COMING 
THIS SEPTEMBER

Classes are taught by accredited 
Taoist Tai Chi®  instructors who continually 

update their skills.

905-668-6500
®

Did you know…
ACUPUNCTURE
is available right here in Port Perry.

Treat the following ailments:
~ stress & tension
~ pain management
~ sciatic nerve
~ carpal tunnel
~ insomnia
~ allergies    

…  and many more

Complimentary Consultation
Call Susanne 905 244 4336
1894 Scugog Street, (Food Basics Plaza)
Port Perry
Mondays, Tuesdays & ! ursdays 8am - 8pm by appointment only.

Susanne Schmid
A!"#"$!%"&'(%
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Healing PointsHealing PointsHealing Points
Acupuncture

Natural Health, Growing Stronger
As of April 2008, we have been a natural medicine full-service 
clinic for two years in Port Perry. Clients travel from many areas 
outside of Scugog. Our results for e! ective care speak for themselves 
and clients visit due to excellent word-of-mouth referral. We have 
many families that are regular clients, from infants to the elderly, 
wanting an alternative approach to health care and prevention.  
As a licensed natural medicine practitioner, Brenda Leite 
utilizes live blood analysis, breast and full-body thermography, 
hair, stool, saliva, urine testing and an in-depth review of your 
history to get to the root of your issue.  
All services are available " ve days a week, full-time, for your 
convenience.  Sunleite Health, o! ers detoxi" cation services, 
sauna, foot bath, re# exology, EES and Bowen therapy to new 
clients without an initial assessment.  Come in and see our 
clinic, meet our sta! , have a tour and see why our services are 
in demand. We look forward to meeting you. 
Sunleite Health
www.sunleitehealth.ca  / www.breasthermography.ca

Systems Inc.

Non-Electric / Electric Softeners
Deep Well Pump Service 
Iron & Sulphur Filtration
Ultraviolet Sterilizers
Licensed Plumber
Reverse Osmosis
Filters - Lamps
Salt Delivery
Gas Removal
Industrial
Farm
Commercial
Residential

Family Business Since 1950

YOUNG’S WATER SYSTEMS INC. 
7675 Baldwin St., Hwy. 12, Brooklin
905-655-4544 • 1-800-263-1959
sales@youngswater.com

LICENCED
BY M.O.E.
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“Health is a state of complete physical, 
mental and social well-being, and not merely the 
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HEALTHY
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•  Pre-need and/or Prepaid Funeral Planning
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and Burial Services
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For After Service Lunches
•  Conveniently Located in Beautiful 

Downtown Port Perry with Ample 
Off-Street Parking

FUNERAL DIRECTOR/
OWNER

216 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2171 • 1-800-377-9139
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  FUNERAL HOME

At Port Perry Wellness Centre we are 
dedicated to providing you with re-
lief from pain by adjusting the spine 
through therapeutic techniques. 
Chiropractic care is often more effec-
tive when soft tissue has been relaxed 
by a massage. Massage promotes 
healing and increased circulation, 
reducing painful swelling and in-
fl ammation. Call today to set up an 
appointment.

CHIROPRACTIC
ACUPUNCTURE
MASSAGE THERAPY
ORTHOTICS
SPORTS INJURY REHABILITATION
MVA / WSIB CASES

Mon. Wed. Fri.: 9am - 6pm
Thurs.: 8am - 6pm

Port Perry
Wellness Centre

Dr. Scott McLennan
D.C., B.Kin, P.T.S.

Paula Owler
Massage Therapist

Andrea Kidd
Massage Therapist

6 High Street, Port Perry
(beside Clearwater Pools)

905-985-4414

Reduce the Risk of Age-Related Illness
Chiropractor, Dr. Hooper, emphasizes “an active lifestyle is 
essential to the health and well being of all individuals.”  
Our aging population is at an increased risk of illnesses such 
as osteoporosis, heart disease, and arthritis.  Maintaining 
an active lifestyle is crucial to prevent and treat these health 
conditions.
Dr. Hooper stresses that Chiropractic care provides 
treatment for injuries that may arise from your involvement 
in activities and for the aches and pains that prevent so 
many people from participating in the activities as they age.  
A growing body of research has demonstrated Chiropractic 
care to be both safe and effective.  Dr. Hooper offers a 
variety of treatment options.  Allow Chiropractic care to 
empower you towards a more active lifestyle regardless of 
your age.  

Contact Dr Dwayne Hooper B.Sc., D.C.
Your Health Chiropractic, 
175 North Street, Port Perry. 905-985-3624

OPEN
Monday - ! ursday: 

9am - 8pm
Friday: 

9am - 6pm
Saturday & Sunday: 

10am - 2pm
for your convenience

MEDICAL ASSOCIATES BUILDING
462 Paxton St., Port Perry

905-985-8484

herbal facial
recovery facial
facial therapy
botanical facial
teen facial
cosmetic
acupuncture facial

180 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-985-2272  •  www.maryelle.ca

facial treatments

“A bodily disease, which we look upon as whole and 
entire within itself, may after all, be but a symptom of 

some ailment in the spiritual part.”
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Taoist Tai Chi®  instructors who continually 

update their skills.
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®

Did you know…
ACUPUNCTURE
is available right here in Port Perry.

Treat the following ailments:
~ stress & tension
~ pain management
~ sciatic nerve
~ carpal tunnel
~ insomnia
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…  and many more
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Natural Health, Growing Stronger
As of April 2008, we have been a natural medicine full-service 
clinic for two years in Port Perry. Clients travel from many areas 
outside of Scugog. Our results for e! ective care speak for themselves 
and clients visit due to excellent word-of-mouth referral. We have 
many families that are regular clients, from infants to the elderly, 
wanting an alternative approach to health care and prevention.  
As a licensed natural medicine practitioner, Brenda Leite 
utilizes live blood analysis, breast and full-body thermography, 
hair, stool, saliva, urine testing and an in-depth review of your 
history to get to the root of your issue.  
All services are available " ve days a week, full-time, for your 
convenience.  Sunleite Health, o! ers detoxi" cation services, 
sauna, foot bath, re# exology, EES and Bowen therapy to new 
clients without an initial assessment.  Come in and see our 
clinic, meet our sta! , have a tour and see why our services are 
in demand. We look forward to meeting you. 
Sunleite Health
www.sunleitehealth.ca  / www.breasthermography.ca
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PORT PERRY CEMETERY
MONUMENTS

SERVING ALL ONTARIO CEMETERIES
QUALITY, VALUE AND SERVICE.

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED BY
TAMMY AND JEFF BOAKE

Member of the Ontario Monument Builders Association
14 Edinborough Ave., (on corner of Old Simcoe)

ptperry.monuments@bellnet.ca
www.portperrymonuments.com

Please call for an appointment:
905-985-5754  •  1-866-455-1855

CHIROPRACTIC:
•  a safe and effective treatment with the goal of 

reducing pain and restoring proper movement
• emphasizes your overall health and well-being

Treatments for:
• headaches, neck and back pain
• general aches (i.e. foot/hand pain)
• sports injuries
• car accident injuries
• work related injuries
• arthritic pain

WE PROVIDE CUSTOM ORTHOTICS
No referral necessary

Covered by most 
Ext. Health Plans 
Auto Insurance 

and WSIB

175 North Street, Port Perry
905-985-3624

CHIROPRACTIC:
Dr. Dwayne Hooper 

B.Sc. D.C.

180 Queen Street, 
Port Perry

905-985-6980

located in…

Cappuccino    Coffee    Tea    Sweets

Check out our 
Gluten-free

and
Organic Products

Gluten-free
Dreams Do Come True

Ancient Chinese Remedy for Arthritis
As people age the most common health concern of physically 
active people is the condition of their joints.   ! ousands of 
surgical procedures for joint injuries are performed every year.  
Besides obvious traumas, common causes of arthritis include 

heredity, infections, aging and environment.  If le"  untreated, 
arthritis and joint problems can be debilitating.    
! e one common characteristic of any arthritic condition is 
in# ammation.  ! e in# ammation is an immune system response 
to a foreign invasion (virus), injury or dysfunction (auto immune 
response).  Conventional treatments include anti-in# ammatory 
agents, steroids and other immune-suppressant drugs.
! ere is another way to obtain relief from arthritis without the 
side e$ ects of drugs – Acupuncture. Acupuncture has been found 
to be clinically e$ ective in reducing arthritic pain and improving 
mobility and circulation.  O" en, localized acupuncture therapy 
directly on the joint or tissue itself, with or without electrically 
stimulation or moxa  (heat therapy with the herb mugwort) can 
be extremely helpful in managing arthritis.  
For more information, please call me for your complimentary 
consultation today! 
Healing Points
Susanne Schmid, Acupuncturist
(905)244-4336

RETIREMENT LIVING

293 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-8660  •  1-800-248-0848

www.westshorevillage.com
e-mail: tbrandenburg@powergate.ca

Village

Historic Waterfront RETIREMENT LIVING
West Shore Village overlooking picturesque 
Lake Scugog in the charming town of Port Perry.  

Lifelease bungalows and a 71-suite, 
full service retirement residence designed to 

meet your changing needs.

Standards for Living. Quality of Life.
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FARM • RESIDENTIAL • AUTOMOBILE
COMMERCIAL • WATERCRAFT

Available Discounts Include: Multi-vehicle/Multi-policy/
New Home/Mature Driver (50+)/Retiree/Short Commute

Convenient monthly payment plans available.

For personal service and competitive rates, contact us at

Toll Free: 1-800-461-1468

Brown & Brethour
Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Proudly
representing

to Bill McKee of Port Perry!  Bill was proclaimed North 

of 24 competitors from Canada and the USA. The “Town 
Crier Competition” took place at Annapolis, Maryland. In 
addition to Port Perry, Bill also represents Uxbridge and 

Oshawa as a town crier. His next objective is the world title, for 
which he will compete in Bermuda in April 2009.

to Port Perry’s Jayde Nicole for being selected as 
Playboy’s Playmate of the Year. Whether you agree with 
her career choice or not, to attain such a lofty world-wide 
title is a tremendous achievement. Simply by shedding 
her clothes this young 22 year-old beauty has put Port 

Perry on the world stage. We’re sure many a mom and dad 
would shudder at the prospect of their daughter being featured 
on the pages of Playboy... this one included!

- while on the subject of Jayde Nicole, a thumbs 
down to the “ridiculous” article in last month’s Toronto 
Sun headed “Pride of Port Perry”. The word ‘pride’ was 
an obvious reference to impersonator Craig Russell 
who has roots in the community, but had nothing to do 

with this young woman’s success. The article was confusing and 
unintelligent, but what else would you expect from the Sun.

to our good friend Larry Doble of Greenbank who has 

the small community. The stretch of road through the vil-
lage was recently designated a ‘community safety zone’, 

12 through the village. Three years of work paid off big time for 
the safety of the residents. Good work Larry!

- Accolades to another young Scugog woman who 
has won international recognition. Allison Irwin, an ac-
complished hip-hop dancer was recently chosen to at-
tend a one week session at “Be Discovered” in Los An-
geles in late July. While there she will receive instruction 

from some of the top choreographers in L.A. Congratulations 
Allison... keep on dancin’.

nest from under a pair of Osprey, which were nesting 
on top of one of their poles on Scugog Island. A number 
of Island residents reported the sighting and were upset 
with the uncaring way in which it was handled. Unless 

the nest was creating an immediate danger, we would think they 
could have waited until the young were hatched and old enough 
to strike out on their own. Bah, humbug to Hydro One!

- to Dana, of Dana’s Goldsmithing, who is at it 
again... giving back to the town that’s been so good to 
her. Everyone knows how generous she’s been through 
her sale of “Guardian Angel” ornaments at Christmas. 

Dragon Flies Boat Festival. Thumbs up to you Dana!

A column devoted to recognizing events and  
decisions affecting the residents of Scugog  

Township, and rating them with a “Thumbs Up, 
 or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs

BOOKS GALORE & MORE
175 Perry Street, Port Perry

905-985-8645
booksgalore@powergate.ca

NEW & USED
BOOKS

Sear
Tailoring &
Professional  
Alteration

905-982-1955
1869 Scugog St., Unit 4
Port Perry

16 Years Experience

Port Perry
Community Employment

Resource Centre
Complimentary

employment related
training available!

Internet Basics
Computer Basics

Hidden Job Market
Violence in the Workplace

For more information
905.985.1441

www.portperrycerc.com
116 Water Street, Port Perry

Employment Ontario programs are
funded in part by the Government of Canada
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 If there’s one thing that both Paul Thaeter of Lakeview Beer & Wine 
and Lisa Watson of Lisandra’s can help you with, it’s cutting the expense 
(and increasing the fun factor) of your upcoming summer entertaining. 
 With a little planning and some guidance from these two experts, 
there’s no reason not to produce your own wine and beer for special cel-
ebrations or family consumption.
 In 1992, Paul started Lakeview Beer & Wine with his German father, 
Klaus and Brit mother, Cecilia – two rich brewing heritages – at their 
present location, 159 Casimir Street in Port Perry. Since his parents retired, 
Paul has been helping customers from as far away as Toronto and Lindsay 

to customize their beverages from this 2,000 square foot facility. 
 “It’s easy to do. You need no experience and 
the cost is about half of commercial beer and 
wine,” explains Paul. There is some elbow-grease 
involved, but it only takes ten minutes to start the 
process under Paul’s watchful eye.
 All the help and equipment that a customer 
could need are on the premises. With 50 different 
beer recipes to select from – based on eight grains 
and mashes (such as wheat, corn, rice, barley), 
the customer can definitely customize each batch 
to taste. After three weeks laid-up in Lakeview’s 

Continued on page 17

Continued on page 17

Port Perry’s home brewing businesses provide
expertise and ingredients for bottle-your-own

HOME BREWING
The easy, fun way to entertain and save

 Lisa Watson has been serving a thriving community of 
winemakers for 11 years from her location at 38 
Water Street in Port Perry. 
 Finding herself out of her Scarborough-  based job and 
having experimented with winemaking for several years in her 
Oshawa basement, Lisa took advantage of an 
E.I. retraining program for entrepreneurs. She 
founded “Lisandras” with friend and silent 
partner, Sandra (who is now only with the busi-
ness in company-name). 
 The most popular kits - the 7.5 litre concentrate 
and the 10 litre mid-grade product take four weeks 
to ferment (after that 10-minute start). A premium 16 litre 
“Legacy” line can be made from European grapes (non-
specific by country); the 23 litre “Vinterra” line uses grape 
must; and the top-of-the-line “Kenridge Founders Series” 
(18 litre) is made with grapes the customer may select from 
specific European countries. These premium wines take six 
weeks of fermentation to produce a more full-bodied result. 
Some reds may also be individualized by adding packages 
of grape skins or oak.
 At an average $3.00 per bottle and with 
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HOME BREWING

Over 21 Years Experience 
Designing Dream Kitchens.

Kitchens For All Budgets.

Silestone & Granite
Countertops
Drop In For Your 

Free Design Appointment
48  Water St., Port Perry

905-985-3767

Lisandras, Lakeview provide expertise for first-time home brewers

approximately 100 wines to choose from, Lisandra’s 
offers a wonderful alternative to retail purchasing. A 
batch of wine will yield 30 bottles (no half batches 
allowed).
 The wine is racked (siphoned) from the primary 
fermentation bucket to a carboy (glass canister) mid-
way to remove sediment and then filtered shortly 
before bottling. Each customer returns to be guided 
through the bottling process by Lisa.
 “I have formed great relationships with my cus-
tomers. After all, they’re here for about an hour to 
bottle their wine,” says Lisa. The bottles are rinsed, filled, 
sealed with the automatic corker and even labeled and 
shrink wrapped for a professional-looking result.
 The easiest way to get started is to visit Lisandra’s to order 
from their vast selection of wines and fruit wines. Lisa only 
keeps some extremely popular wines (like Australian Shiraz) in 
stock. The rest are shipped from suppliers in St. Catharines and 
Whitby within the week for each customer’s 10 minutes of glory. 
 “If you’re thinking about serving a full-bodied wine at your 
Christmas table – think July,” says Lisa with a wink. Although wines 
are eminently drinkable when they leave Lisandra’s, they do benefit 
from several months of aging in the bottle. But only if you can wait 
that long!

By Barbara Hunt
Focus on Scugog

climate-controlled fermentation room (for consistent results), the 
beer would be ready to bottle, take home and consume.
 Lakeview also offers high-quality wine kits which take (again) 
ten minutes to start and one month to ferment. 

Continued from page 16

Brewing your own wine and 
beer can be the cheaper way

 Paul carries very reasonably-priced concentrate kits (approxi-
mately 30 reds and whites); a sterile grape-juice line 
(in 23 litre pails) and a premium line which produces 

the most full-bodied wine. These may be tailored 
with different oaks or elderberries for personalized 
flavour. 
 Lakeview’s premium products make New 
Zealand, Australian, Italian, French and also 
Californian and Canadian wines available to the 
home brewing market. 
 With each batch filling approximately 30 (75ml.) 
bottles, “this is the perfect time of year to consider 
your fall and holiday requirements,” suggests Paul. 

Lakeview also sells a myriad of beer making and vint-
ner’s supplies and rents corkers.

 If wine coolers are your summer preference, Lakeview 
carries ten different flavours including the popular lemon, 

wild berry and cranberry. These are easily made from concen-
trate in a month’s time. Ready for summer!

By Barbara Hunt
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 16

Celebrate Father’s Day with our:
Father’s Day Brunch Cruise Special

                            June 15th, 11:00am - 1:00pm
Join us for our Lunch Cruise:

Light Lunch Sightseeing Cruise
                 Every Tuesday, 11:30am - 1:30pm 

Cruising weather is here!

Call for reservations at 905-982-1106 or book online at
www.scugogcruises.com

To all our sponsors, friends and family:
Thank you for supporting us to Canoe the Nonquon 
for the Scugog Shores Museum.

Kathryn Chenier
Edward Jones
Tracy Souch
Focus on Scugog
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 Buds are popping and 
blooms bursting throughout 
Scugog Township, and local offi-
cials are gearing up for another 
opportunity to be recognized as 
one of the most beautiful com-
munties in the province.
 For the past two years, 
Scugog Township has won the 
coveted “5 Blooms” award in the 
Ontario ‘Communties In Bloom’ 

competition, the top recognition 
in their category.
 Councillor Bobbie Drew, 
who heads the local initiative 
knows they have their work cut 
out for them this year. “It will be 
challenging this year because the 
waterfront in Port Perry will be 
under construction for the new 
splash pad,” she said.
 New projects this year 

include landscaping at the 
Scugog Community Centre and 
Town Hall 1873. The township 
is also undertaking a shoreline 
stabilization program at Birdseye 
Park and trail development 
with Kawartha Conservation 
Authority.
 Once again this year the 
“Communities In Bloom” pro-
gram will promote a photo con-
test called “Capture the Beauty 
of Scugog 2008 Amateur Photo 
Contest.” This program encour-
ages residents to photograph 
scenes and events around the 
township.
 Winners will have their pho-
tos mounted and presented by 
the Mayor and Council later this 
fall. The winners pictures will 
also be featured in the Scugog 
Communities in Bloom Calendar 
which will be available at the 
Spring Garden Show 2009.
 Other events taking place 
include a poster contest which 
is open to students from Grades 
6 to 12. This contest closes June 
20. Winners will have their post-
ers reproduced and on display 
throughout the township.  
 Local homeowners are 
encouraged to enter your favour-
ite garden or enter your own 
street side garden in the Scugog 
“Garden Competition.” Garden 
Contest – sponsored by Home 
Hardware.  Deadline for entries 
is June 30 and judging will take 
place between July 5 and 13.
 There are three categories for 
entries - residential, business, or 
commercial/industrial. Winners 
will be announced at the open-

ing reception for the provincial 
judges when they arrive to judge 
the Township. This date is yet 
to be confirmed. Winners will 
receive an enlarged photo of 
their streetscape garden and a 
gift certificate compliments of 
Otter’s Greenhouses.
 One of the most popular 
events, the “Communities in 
Bloom Garden Tour” will take 
place this year on Saturday, July 
19. Tickets will go on sale start-
ing July 9 at Henshall’s on Queen 
Street in Port Perry, The Scugog 
Visitor and Business Centre, the 
Township Offices. On the day of 
the Tour tickets will be available 
at Town Hall 1873 and Henshall’s 
only.
 So you can see it’s going to be 
a busy summer for the Scugog’s 
“Communities in Bloom” organ-
izers as they prepare to welcome 
the provincial judges. But with 
the great leadership and enthusi-
asm, there’s little doubt it will be 
another “5 Bloom” summer here 
in Scugog.

Bloomin’ good show 

Great Selection and Prices
Drop by for a visit

15173 Simcoe St., Port Perry

905-985-7239

Birdhouse 
Willy

Notice of  Annual General Meeting
Wednesday June 25 at 7 pm

Keynote Speaker: Bill Lishman
“The Art of  Realizing Dreams”

Hope Christian Reformed Church
14480 Old Simcoe Road, Port Perry

For more information please call 905-985-8511
EVERYONE WELCOME!

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

Am I Covered?
Every policy is different but there are 
some common situations 
to be aware of.
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George Gerrow
  George Gerrow was Port Perry 

Lawn Bowling Club’s first presi-

dent when it formed in 1908, and 

served a second term in 1918.

    Mr. Gerrow was a builder by 

trade, but entered into political 

life in 1907 when he was elect-

ed a councillor on Scugog 

Island.
 After moving to Port  

Perry he served two terms 

on the local council before 

being elected Reeve. He held 

this position for  the next seven 

years (1911-1917), becoming the longest serving 

reeve of the town at this time. 

  One of his crowning achievements was over-

seeing the construction of a new road around 

Ham’s Hill, on the south end of Scugog  

Island, eliminating the large hill leading to the  

Cartwright causeway.

Merlin W. Letcher  Merlin Letcher was one of Port Perry’s most respected and admired residents during the mid-1900s.
   In 1953 he served as President of the Provincial Lawn Bowling Association of Ontario.   He was an active member of the community and served as the town’s Reeve for 13 consecutive years, from 1933 to 1945. He considered the high point of his politi-cal career was being elected Warden of Ontario County in 1937.

   Another of the highlights of his public life was receiving a medal from Buckingham Palace to be worn in commemoration of the Coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth on May 12, 1937.

    Port Perry Lawn Bowling Club was located on Queen St. for most of its 100 years. The 
above photo was taken about 1980 before it moved to its present location 22 years ago.

Bowling 100 
years young

 One hundred years ago a Port Perry builder, George Gerrow, established the Port 
Perry Lawn Bowling Club. I wonder if George, the first president, ever imagined that 
in 2008 the Lawn Bowling Club would still be going strong and about to celebrate the 
club’s 100th Anniversary. 
 There were 18 charter members in 1908 and as the club celebrates centennial they 
do so with about 60 members, which speaks volumes about the continuing popular-
ity of the sport. 
 The club started on property now known as Reflection Park, located in the centre 
of downtown Port Perry beside Jester’s Court, but has been located at its present site 
on Old Simcoe Road since 1986.
 After speaking with Dennis Bayley, a former president of the Lawn Bowling 
Club, I learned a lot about the Port Perry Club, the sport of lawn bowling and also 
had a few misconceptions blown out of the water. 
 I’ve always imagined a genteel game, not really a sport but rather a leisurely 
stroll about the lawns, like a dressed up game of croquet. Dennis informed me that 
I was very mistaken. 
 Says Dennis, “I joined the Lawn Bowling Club after I moved to Port Perry in 
1998. It’s a wonderful gentle exercise, but its also competitive, very social, you get 
a chance to play in tournaments and it is not an expensive sport, in terms of equip-
ment.”
 Dennis also blew away my perceptions of lawn bowling as an older person’s 
sport. Remarked Dennis, “What is not well known is that current world champions  

Please see ‘lawn bowlers’ on page 22

Bloomin’ good show 
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Continued from page 19
are generally under 40 years of age. Ryan Bester of 
Hanover won the world’s pairs championship at age 19; 
he’s currently bowling professionally in Australia.” 
 He also mentions that four years ago the Port Perry 
Club had a pair that played together; the girl was 13 and 
the gentleman was 90. Lawn bowling is played either 
by pairs, with two people on a team, four bowls played 
per end per player or the more common mixed triples, 
which is of course three people per team.
 One couple who have enjoyed lawn bowling a great 
deal are Clara and Harold Martyn, who have been with 
the Port Perry Club for 51 years. Joyce Storry has been at 
the club approximately 24 years so there is a wonderful 
mix of old time regulars and newer players.
 Dennis jokes that even if you’ve gone “bionic” 
lawn bowling is a sport you can do. “We have members  

who have had hip and knee replacements, triple bi-passes, all manner of physical 
problems. It’s a wonderful game because it is steady and gentle, mixed with light 
outdoor exercise”. 
   Ontario currently has approximately 8,500 bowlers. Some clubs are suffering 
for membership, others have waiting lists; Port Perry is in fine form with a strong 
membership, a nice age mixture and has been very fortunate in getting the busi-
ness community behind them. They currently have 26 sponsors for the club which 
has gone a long way to keeping the dues down and affordable. 
 A very inexpensive activity, lawn bowling can be played five nights a week 
and Sundays for as little as $105.00 per year. I was astounded at the low member-
ship costs and the fact that the sport is competitive, yet social and healthy.
   One hundred years is truly a milestone. The club will be recognizing and cel-
ebrating this achievement sometime later this summer, probably in August. For 
those wishing more information about the anniversary and the club itself, the cur-
rent President is Willa Dick and she can be contacted through the Lawn Bowling 
Club.

By Marjorie Fleming
Focus on Scugog

George Gerrow
Sam Jeffrey
J. Carnegie
William McCaw
J. MacHoull
William Ross
W. Letcher
A. J. Carnegie

James Short
James Swan
Wm. Graham
H. Carmichael
Joseph Bigelow
J. Thompson
Douglas Adams
J. W. Mc Howell

Port Perry 
Lawnbowling Club

1908 CHARTER MEMBERS

Charter

Charter Members of the Port Perry Lawnbowling Club  
when it was formed in 1908 are listed above. 

 Photo above shows some of the proud members of the Port Perry Lawn Bowling Club at 
their season opening. From left, Harold Martyn, president Wila Dick, Joyce Storry and Clare 
Martyn. The Martyn’s have been members for 51 years and Joyce for the past 21 years.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Local lawn bowlers
celebrate centennial
year for local club

 The old Port Perry Lawn Bowling Club on Queen St., being made into a skating rink during 1987, and right, completely flooded during the spring of 1960.
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Scugog Exposed Early Hotels
             Historic stories and illustrations reprinted from  ‘Scugog Exposed’  by J. Peter Hvidsten

 Hotels were once one of the most common buildings to be found in the hamlets and vil-
lages of what is now the municipality of Scugog Township. Some of the old hotel buildings 
remain, but the names of the hotels and their owners have faded into obscurity. 

 Williamsburg, now Blackstock, had several impressive hotels including the Royal, sometimes 
called the Royal Exchange, at the northwest corner of the main intersection and the Commercial at 

the southwest where the cenotaph now stands.
 Manchester was originally named Fitchett’s Corners since a man named Fitchett 

had a hotel at the southwest corner of Highway 12 and Highway 7A. Another 
hotel at Manchester was the Revere House run by  
B. Plank during the 1860's. He was succeeded by 
George Houck in the 1870's. 

 R. A. Murta was the proprietor of the 
Cottage Hotel in Greenbank in the 1860's.   
Jacob Dafoe had his Dafoe Hotel in Utica for 
almost thirty years beginning in 1860.  Prince 
Albert had three hotels but the largest was the 
ten bedroom Anglo American Hotel. Even tiny 
Borelia, now the western section of Port Perry 
had three hotels.

       The village of Port Perry had numer-
ous hotels. Near the waterfront, at the corner of 
Queen and Water Streets two substantial hotels 
were already thriving; the Sebert House, (also 
called the Port Perry House and the Oriental), and 
the St. Charles Hotel.  Other hotels included the 
Walker House on the north side of Queen St and the 
Sinclair Hotel where the Post Office now stands.

Along Water Street, between Mary and Queen 
streets, was James Dewart’s Railroad House Hotel 
on the southern edge of the property. The hotel was 
a two story structure with an east facing  verandah to 
each floor. 

Daniel Ireland operated the Queen’s Hotel near 
the corner of Queen and Simcoe St., but leased it 
out to Dewart in the late 1860s.   
Mr. Dewart left the Queen’s 
Hotel in 1871 and established the 
Commercial Hotel in Williamsburg 
(now Blackstock)  in 1871.      

 Dewart sold his interests in the 
Railroad House Hotel to Robert 
Vansickler, just before the turn 

of the century and the building 
was torn down in 1909. 

Today in Scugog, motels and 
Bed & Breakfast inns have taken 
up the gap left by the hotels of a 
century ago.  

Photos from top, left: 1. The Royal Hotel in Williamsburg (now Blackstock), on the northwest 
corner. 2. Dewart’s Hotel in Williamsburg at the southwest corner of the main intersection. 3. The 
Railroad House Hotel with Mr. Dewart in front. 4. The Port Perry House Hotel, destroyed by fire.  5. 
The St. Charles Hotel, built after the fire of 1885.  Above right, is the Ocean House Hotel, which was 
located in Seagrave. This building retains the original sign to this day.

 The view from the veran-
dahs of Dewart!s Railroad 
House Hotel in the late 
1880s, looked out onto 
railroad buildings covered 
with the smoke and soot 
from the wood and coal 
burning locomotives.

 Beyond them the 
waterfront, with lumber 
and other goods stacked 
around warehouses, and 
the steamboats which car-
ried people and goods 
around the lake. 

Hotel offers
lakefront 

rooms with 
a view!

Where have all the hotels gone?
Hotels provided lodging and refreshments in almost every  
village and hamlet in the township during the late 1800s 
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DREDGING 

UP OUR

PAST

24  FOCUS - JUNE 2008   

 By J. Peter Hvidsten
Author of Scugog: The Early Years

 As we discovered last month, one of the most his-
torical, yet somewhat mysterious pieces of property 
in Scugog Township lies just south of the causeway at 
the eastern entrance to Port Perry. In all, the property 
consumes about 10,000 acres, much of it lying under 
the water of Lake Scugog.
 For more than a century, this land has been owned 
and maintained by Henry S. Osler and his descend-
ents. Even today members of the Osler family care for 
this environmentally sensitive property.
 The original 2,000 acre piece of prop-
erty was purchased by the Scugog Game 
Preserve Co., of which Mr. Osler was a member, 
in 1890. Over the years, additional parcels of land 
were added and it’s estimated it now contains  
between 8,000 and 10,000 acres of land. The land 

Continued on next page

PART TWO OF TWO

Peter Overgoor, manager of 
the Scugog Marsh Reserve is 

seen here during one of his 
frequent trips by boat along 

the  canals checking for 
problems and making 

sure trespassers and 
poachers stay off the 

property.
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20 MILES OF CANALS IN MARSHGING 

FOCUS - JUNE 2008  25   

stretches from the Port Perry Causeway south to the Shirley Road, 
and winds its way along the shoreline of Lake Scugog back to the 
Cartwright Causeway, then north, to just south of Caesarea on the 
east side, and south of Pine Point on the Scugog Island side of the 
lake.
 One of the more interesting features of the property is a series of 
long, narrow canals zig zagging throughout the weeds and rice. Just 
how these canals originated has  often been a topic of conversation in 
this community, so we will try to clarify it here.
 Mr. Osler, an avid hunter, hired the Toronto firm to begin dredging 
canals throughout the marsh  in 1927 so they could access the marsh 
for fall duck hunts.

  In August, O.F. Cummins 
& William H. Robinson, 
dredging contractors from 
Toronto, began digging the 
canals through the marsh 
with a specially constructed 
steam dredging machine, 
mounted on a large wooden 
barge.
 The contract specified 
all canals be dug to a depth 
of six feet, with a width 

of 20’ on the top and eight feet at the bottom. It took four years to 
complete almost 20 miles of canal, at a contracted price of $2,000 per 
mile.
 After the work was completed, the machinery was removed and 
the stripped-down barge was pulled into an isolated spot in the lake, 
north of the Cartwright Causeway, where it still lies today rotting 
under the water.
  The many canals throughout the marsh were dredged for the pri-
vate use of the owner’s family and friends, making the most remote 
areas of the marshland accessible for hunting ducks.
 Despite Mr. Osler having an option to retain the dredge when the 
project was completed in 1931, the equipment was removed and 
the barge hauled to an isolated spot in the swamp, sunk and 
left to rot.

~
      For more than 70 years, the old barge lay hid-
den from view under the surface of the lake, until 
a dry spell in 2001 exposed the large hulk which 
had laid undisturbed in Lake Scugog for so long. 

  Scugog Island resident Jamie Ross came 

across the skeletal remains of the old barge, mired in mud on the 
north side of the Cartwright causeway, while out on the lake many 
years earlier.
 He said he knew the old barge was there, having seen it under the 
water as he passed over it in his boat numerous times, so with Lake 
Scugog at one of it’s lowest levels seven years ago, when he went out 
looking for the relic, it wasn’t a surprise to locate it. 
 A few long-time residents have reported they remember seeing the 
old steam dredger at work along the causeways, but little else was 
known about the vessel.
 After finding the barge, Mr. Ross asked me if I would like to see the 
remains of the old steam barge. 
 Armed with cameras and a tape measure we returned to the decay-

  Jamie Ross, is seen here in August 2001, wiping away decaying weed and 
mud from the heavy deck planks, which had been stained. The barge which 
was used to dig about 20 miles of channels in the marsh.

Continued from page 24

Caretaker John Murray laying out decoys for a fall duck hunt  about 1920.

See “Game Preserve” on page 32

No one knows exactly what the barge looked 
like, but it was possibly similar to this one 
used about the same period in Ontario.
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 Get ready to take a stroll 
through classic car history on 
Saturday, June 14 when the 
Scugog Shores Museum pres-
ents its third annual Scugog 
Shores Classic Car Drive-in and 
Fleamarket from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 This is a great opportunity for 
classic car enthusiasts to check 
out a variety of automotive art 

as vehicles, spanning from the 
1920s through the 1970s, will be 
all shined up and put on dis-
play.
 The show has always attract-
ed dozens of classic vehicle own-
ers from across Durham Region 
and beyond, to the day-long 
event that shines the spotlight on 
vehicles from past eras.

 Aside from checking out the 
vehicles, guests will also have an 
opportunity to peruse a vendors’ 
market where merchants will 
have parts, services and memo-
rabilia for car owners and enthu-
siasts to browse through.
 The show will also feature a 
‘Port Perry Cruise Around’ which 
will leave the museum grounds 
at noon for a tour through histor-
ic Port Perry and its waterfront.
 As well, classic and custom 
car owners are encouraged to 
participate in a ‘show and shine’ 
to win prizes supplied by local 
merchants. Honours will go to 
the vehicles judged to be the best 
among those dating from before 
the Second World War; the best 
from the 50s and 60s; the best 
from the 70s; and the vehicle 
chosen as ‘The People’s Choice’.
 Also on display will be 
antique police and emergency 
vehicles.  
 The day will also feature a 

barbecue, serving up sausages, 
hamburgers and hot dogs as well 
as guided tours of the museum’s 
pioneer village and a children’s 
craft area.
 Admission is $5 for adults 
and $3 for students and seniors. 
Children under 12 are free. 
 The Scugog Shores Museum 
is located at 16210 Island Rd., 
just east of Port Perry, one kilo-
metre north of Hwy. 7A
 For anyone looking to become 
involved with the show, vendors 
are still being sought as mer-
chants showcasing automotive, 
marine and/or cycle compo-
nents are welcome to attend.
 Vendor space is $21, includ-
ing tax, and includes a desig-
nated stall about 20’x20 in size.
 For more information on 
the third annual Scugog Shores 
Classic Car Drive-in and 
Fleamarket, contact Aurora Hall, 
at 905-985-8698, extension 103, 
or ahall@scugog.ca.   

Scugog Museum set to rev-up for summer
with its third annual Classic Car Drive-in

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

1 year powertrain warranty 
Good, reliable certified vehicles 

from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

LIVE AUCTION:
John & Karen Richardson, Doug 
& Kent Farndale, Jennifer Ross, 
Pamela Meacher, Sobey’s Floral 
Shop, Crabby Joe’s Restaurant, Rick 
Forbes, In Kind Canada, Norm & 
Nancy Clement, Jim Jenkins.
SILENT AUCTION:
Doug & Kent Ferndale, Beverly & 
Malcolm Lennox, John & Karen 
Richardson, Aubrey & Barb Oppers, 
John & Ann Bouwhuis, Rona-
Cashway, Chris & Jim Grieve, Kathy 
Chenier, Archie & Shirley Evans, 
Port Perry Home Hardware, Jan 
Pierson, Ray Young, Lisa Simpson, 
Gerd Unterman, Ann & Larry Wright, 
Wagg Funeral Home, Durham 
Pharmacy, Patricia Brownson, Port 
Perry Dental Associates, Patricia 
Bayley, John & Jean Richardson, 
Herrington’s Quality Butchers, Janet 
Wheldon, Cathy Mark, Uxport Tool 
Warehouse, West Shore Village, 
Lake Scugog Lumber, Kotya Peekin, 
Robert Smith, Chief Mike Ewles 
& The Durham Regional Police, 
Curves, Chuck Willes, Cuddly Bunny, 
Sobey’s Port Perry, J.D. Truck 
Accessories, Donna & Glenn Van 
Camp, Fix-It-Right, Scugog Island 
Cruises, Brock’s of Port Perry, 
Conlin Pontiac Buick GMC, Ted 
Griffen, Don Patterson, Arnold Carey, 

Oakridge Golf Club, Brock & Wendy 
Reville, Stephanie Fox-Comery, Bulk 
Pharmaceuticals & Rod Garrett, 
Durham Dodge, Bob Ludgate, 
Joanna & Jack Ricketts, Carquest 
Auto Parts, Ives Florist, Shoppers 
Drug Mart, The Honourable Bev 
Oda, Emily McDonald, Margaret 
Lawrence, Tweed & Hickory, 
Scugog Transmission, Township 
of Scugog, Port Perry Feeds, 
Personal Touch, Techstar Plastics, 
Ron Sorley, Gold Seal Alternator 
& Starter, Henshall’s Clothing, 
Port Perry Marina, Port Perry Star, 
Canadian Tire Corporation, Classic 
Car, Piano Inn & Café, Oshawa 
Community Credit Union, Pineridge 
Impress, Martyn’s Minihoe, Reid’s 
Independent, Flieler’s North End 
Service – Ultramar, Ocala Winery, 
Marion Lee, Nancy Coyne, Dr. Bob 
Allin, Susan O’Riordan, Class Act 
Dinner Theatre, Vanessa Perry, 
Dianne & Bernie Chandler, Dianne 
Hooker, CMS Web Solutions, Ginger 
Jackson, Dr. Darryl Workman, 
Everlasting Memories, McDonald’s 
Restaurant, Shepstone Haulage, 
Jiri Malik, Greenbank Garden 
Center, Barbara Martin, Emmerson 
Insurance, Jester’s Court, Captain 
George’s, Scugog Standard, Antrim 
House, Hair Expressions.

THE ROTARY CLUB 
OF PORT PERRY 
BLACK & WHITE GALA 
DINNER & AUCTION

The members of The Rotary Club of Port Perry sincerely thank all 
the businesses and individuals who so generously sponsored our 
successful event on April 12, 2008. Without their cooperation we 
would not have realized over $25,000.00 which can now be used to 
support local community and worldwide needs assistance. Also, 
and no less important, we thank all those who attended the Dinner 
& Auction and bid so generously in support of our event. Please note 
the following businesses and individuals: 

If there is anyone we have failed to acknowledge, 
we apologize for the oversight.

131 North Port Rd., 
Port Perry

905.985.8707

•  H O M E

•  A U T O 

•  B U S I N E S S 

•  L I F E

•  T R A V E L

•  H E A L T H

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons, Owner/Broker
1564 King Street E. (Hwy. #2)
Courtice

 905-436-9090

™

 • HOME
 • AUTO
 • BUSINESS
 • LIFE
 • TRAVEL
 • HEALTH
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With the end of the school year 
on the horizon, it’s time to start 
planning your family summer fun! 

Here are some of the sizzling 
summer happenings in our area – 
hot ideas on how to stay cool and 
have fun this summer! 

1 2 t h  A n n u a l

POW WOW
Hosted
by: SATURDAY, JULY 19

and

SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2008
SUNRISE CEREMONY BOTH MORNINGS     

GRAND ENTRY: 12 NOON
Admission: $5.00, Rough Camping Available – Call Della at 905-985-3337

Native Food & Craft Vendors Welcome - 
Food $125 (no electricity), Crafts $75 – Call Anne at 905-985-1826

DIRECTIONS:
Mississaugas of Scugog Island 

First Nation is located North of Oshawa. 
From Hwy 12 & 7A, go East 10 minutes - 

drive through Port Perry 1 km then 
North 10 km on Island Rd. Pow Wow Grounds 

are 1 km past Great Blue Heron Charity Casino.

ABSOLUTELY NO ALCOHOL - NO DRUGS - NO PETS

BRING
OWN LAWN

CHAIRS

10 Min East of Port Perry, 
Take 7A to Durham Rd. 57, 6km south

905.986.4437 
Toll Free: 1.877.986.4437   
www.asselstines.com

YOUR SUZUKI MOTORCYCLE DEALER IN DURHAM

GM Workers!
Ask how you 
can receive 
8% off the 

regular price.

ATTENTION MOTORCYCLE
SHOPPERS!

Before you shop anywhere else ask your Dealer: 
Did they get an award for caring for customers? … WE DID!

Were they in the top 40 dealers in Canada for sales? … WE WERE!
Are they a family owned business for 37 years 

that supports local charities? … WE ARE!

ASSELSTINE COUNTRY

PHYSIOTHERAPY ASSOCIATES

POW WOW

META 4 GALLERY NORTHWOOD ZOO

BETZ POOLS LITTLE MONOGRAM SHOP

JOHNSTON’S BIKE REPAIR

SCUGOG PUBLIC LIBRARY

BODYFIT
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WE CAN GET YOU BACK IN THE GAME
With golf season upon us, it’s time to look after those 
persistent aches and pains.

We have many services to offer you:
Physiotherapy, Massage Therapy, Acupuncture, Bracing 
and Orthotics.

Call us today for your individualized assessment.
Evening and early morning appointments available.

No referral necessary.

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry
For an appointment call: 905-985-8363

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

L I O N S
W O LV E S
L E M U R  B A B I E S

See our exotic animals!

Northwood Zoo
2192 Cookson Lane, Seagrave • 905-985-2738

GROUP RATES 
AVAILABLE

L I O N SL I O N S
NOW OPEN

Summer at Meta 4 Gallery

Art Camp
For kids who love to draw, paint, sculpt, act, create & 
more!  Ages 6 & up. Weekly half-day programs taught 
by professional artists.

Why should the kids have all the fun? 

Making Waves

A juried exhibition of Ontario Fine Craft & Visual Art.
May 15 to June 22. In partnership with Scugog Lake 
Stewards Inc.

META4 Contemporary Craft Gallery Inc.
200 Queen St., 
Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B8
905-985-1534
info@meta4gallery.ca
www.meta4gallery.ca

FOR FULL
DETAILS,

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE.

12th ANNUAL POW WOW
Saturday July 19 & Sunday July 20
Sunrise ceremony both mornings, 
Grand Entry at 12 noon
Admission $5.00 ~ All Welcome
Island Road – Pow Wow grounds are 1 km 
past the Blue Heron Charity Casino

SUMMER READING CLUB
Scugog Library
All Ages Welcome
Registration begin Friday June 27 at 10 a.m., 
but you can join any time after that.
For Information: 905-985-7686 
www.td-club-td.ca  or www.scugoglibrary.ca

BIKE CAMP
Camp # 1 July 14 – 18th

Camp # 2 August 11 – 15th

$235/week (ages 8 –14 yrs) (Citizen’s Permit Included)
Sign up soon, as spaces are limited!
Body Fit
141 Reach St., Unit 3, Uxbridge 
905-852-6175
www.bodyfit.ca
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Drop in craft club (2-8 yrs.)
1/2 hour sessions run all day
(No bookings required)
$4.00 per craft all supplies 

180 Queen Street (in Queen Street Commons) Port Perry              www.littlemonogramshop.ca    905-982-

introduces …

         

MOTORCYCLES GONE MAINSTREAM

If you stop and think about it, you have probably noticed 
that there are a lot more motorcycles on the roads these 
days. Gone are the days when most of the motorcycles 
on the road were ridden by hard gang members or young 
kids. Now the majority of “riders” are middle aged, well-
established people. Another trend is that more of these 
riders are female.

There are many reasons that people ride motorcycles. 
It’s hard to describe in words, but when you are on your 
bike, it feels like you are part of the scenery, not just 
driving through it. It makes you feel more alive and helps 
to let the worries of your world melt away. You owe it to 
yourself to try motorcycling.

Asselstine’s is your local motorcycle dealer in our 38th

year of helping people’s dreams come true. We are 
dedicated to the sport and are enthusiasts. So come on 
in to Asselstine’s and let us show you what motorcycling 
is all about and why after 38 years, we still love this 
sport!

Asselstine Country, 
3580 Byers Rd., Blackstock 
905-986-4437
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Kept Secret…

         Bicycle
Sales/Repairs/Parts

1390 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry
905-985-8924

$29.95

THE MUSIC MAN
“A Musical Classic”
July 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 
      17, 18, 19
8:00 p.m.
July 13 at 2:00 p.m.
Town Hall 1873, 
Port Perry
Tickets: $20.00 each 
(available at Henshall’s) 
905-985-1965

14 jets - Includes cover

            $3995.

Plug and go hot tub

Betz Pools Limited
5688 Main Street, Stouffville 
905-640-1424
www.betzpools.com

JUST PLUG IT IN!

Available at:
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WE CAN GET YOU BACK IN THE GAME
With golf season upon us, it’s time to look after those 
persistent aches and pains.

We have many services to offer you:
Physiotherapy, Massage Therapy, Acupuncture, Bracing 
and Orthotics.

Call us today for your individualized assessment.
Evening and early morning appointments available.

No referral necessary.

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry
For an appointment call: 905-985-8363

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 
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L E M U R  B A B I E S

See our exotic animals!

Northwood Zoo
2192 Cookson Lane, Seagrave • 905-985-2738

GROUP RATES 
AVAILABLE

L I O N SL I O N S
NOW OPEN

Summer at Meta 4 Gallery

Art Camp
For kids who love to draw, paint, sculpt, act, create & 
more!  Ages 6 & up. Weekly half-day programs taught 
by professional artists.

Why should the kids have all the fun? 

Making Waves

A juried exhibition of Ontario Fine Craft & Visual Art.
May 15 to June 22. In partnership with Scugog Lake 
Stewards Inc.

META4 Contemporary Craft Gallery Inc.
200 Queen St., 
Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B8
905-985-1534
info@meta4gallery.ca
www.meta4gallery.ca

FOR FULL
DETAILS,

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE.

12th ANNUAL POW WOW
Saturday July 19 & Sunday July 20
Sunrise ceremony both mornings, 
Grand Entry at 12 noon
Admission $5.00 ~ All Welcome
Island Road – Pow Wow grounds are 1 km 
past the Blue Heron Charity Casino

SUMMER READING CLUB
Scugog Library
All Ages Welcome
Registration begin Friday June 27 at 10 a.m., 
but you can join any time after that.
For Information: 905-985-7686 
www.td-club-td.ca  or www.scugoglibrary.ca

BIKE CAMP
Camp # 1 July 14 – 18th

Camp # 2 August 11 – 15th
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Camps will run Monday to Friday 9am-4pm and includes the 15 hour 
Sprockids Course and fun activities in the afternoon including 

building a bicycle.  On Fridays, children will put their skills to use 
with a ride in Durham Forest.  Your child must have a properly 

For a pre-camp bicycle tune up, take your bike next door to Africycle.
Sign up soon, as spaces are limited!

For details contact us at:
BODY FIT 

141 Reach St. Unit #3, Uxbridge 
905-852-6175

www.bodyfi t.ca   or
email: info@bodyfi t.ca

BODYFIT
Camp #1  July 14-18th

Camp #2  August 11-15th
$235/week (ages 8-14 yrs)

(Citizen’s Permit Included)

BIKE CAMP

GET DIRTY.
LEARN STUFF.
HAVE FUN.

HEALTH
CLUB

The trail starts here.

Hey Kids! 
Join us at 
Scugog
Memorial
Public
Library
for lots of 
fun & keep 
reading all 
summer!

Registration begins Friday, June 27th at 10:00 am
but you can still join any time after that date. 

All ages are welcome.

  Your registration gets you:
A summer reading club poster
An activity booklet
Stickers to collect on your weekly visit
A ballot to enter our weekly prize draw
Free entry into any of our Summer programs

 For more information visit the TD Summer Reading Club website 
at www.td-club-td.ca or the Scugog Memorial Public Library 
at www.scugoglibrary.ca or call the Library at 905-985-7686.

NOW OPEN
Northwood Zoo
Be sure to visit – 
lions, wolves, lemur babies 
and many more.
Group rates available
2192 Cookson Lane, Seagrave 
905-985-2738

SUMMER AT META 4 GALLERY
*Making Waves – A juried exhibition
June 22
*Art Camp – ages 6 & up 
  - draw, paint, sculpt, art, create & more
  - weekly 1/2 day programs 
    taught by professionals
*Adult Classes & Workshops – 
  jewellery, painting, mosaics, 
  fibre arts & more
Meta 4 Gallery
200 Queen St., Port Perry 
905-985-1534

LITTLE CRAFT SHOP
Drop in craft club (2 – 8 yrs)
1/2 hour sessions run all day (no bookings 
required)
$4.00 per craft – all supplies included
Little Monogram Shop, 
180 Queen St (Queen Street Commons)
Port Perry  905-982-1785
www.littlemonogramshop.ca
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Canoe the 
Nonquon
turns 40
 When Bill and Claudette Brock 
decided to organize a canoe race in 
1969, little did they realize that they 
were starting a tradition that now 
has a province-wide following. 
 In January 1969 Bill and 
Claudette began to organize a 
Historical Society in this community.  
They contacted numerous interested 
individuals and shortly afterwards, the 
Lake Scugog Historical Society was formed.  Bill was elected as its 
first president and Leslie Frost was its first guest speaker. 
 Also at that first meeting as a result of the donation of a herit-
age log cabin, Bill and Claudette initiated the idea of establishing a 
Museum and in order to support the museum, a fundraising project 
was needed. 
 The Brocks, who knew little about canoes, decided that a canoe 
race, with its participants raising pledge money, would be an inter-
esting way to raise funds. 
 The race down the  Nonquon River to the waterfront at Port 
Perry would be an interesting challenge for any canoeist and 
would provide an unusual tour of the Scugog countryside for the 
non-competitive paddler. They contacted numerous groups about 
canoe racing including OMCRA, the Ontario Marathon Canoe Race 
Association and enlisted their support in the endeavour. OMCRA 
welcomed the race to its annual roster of events.
 Thirty five canoes entered the first race and over $2,000 was 
raised. This proved to be an adequate incentive to continue the 
event on a yearly basis.
 Bill entered the first race with Alex Lawrence as his paddling 
partner.  Alex continued to participate in the event for 35 years.
 The original race started at the 8th Concession but later the 
start was moved to the 10th Concession, shortening the race to its 
present 24 km distance.  In order to provide communications for 
control and safety, the North Shore Radio Club has provided its 
expertise since that first event.

 Claudette recalled that they were most concerned about 
encouraging locals to get involved at the non-competitive recrea-
tional level. “Get people out to enjoy the beauty of our Nonquon 
River,” she says. The recreational class is now the most popular 
class in the event. 
 This year is the fortieth running of the Canoe the Nonquon. 
Two years ago, the Historical Society handed over the organization 
of the event to the Museum Board, and although it is no longer 
controlling the race, the Historical Society and its members offer 
full support along with many other volunteers.  
 Over the years a number of notable locals have taken on the 
responsibility of acting as Chairperson of the event including 
Mayor Marilyn Pearce, the late Yvonne Christie, Jeff Brown the 
present Lake Scugog Historical Society vice president, and Bruce 
Aikins, the tireless former  chair of the Museum Board. 
 To kick off the celebrations of this year’s fortieth running of 
Canoe the Nonquon, a film festival was held on Saturday, May 10 
at Town Hall 1873.   
 One of the highlights of the festival was the premier showing of 
Mark Magro’s new film “Nonquon Island,” the history of Nonquon 
Island, or Seven Mile Island as it is more familiarly known. 
 Canoe the Nonquon is now the oldest canoe race in Ontario 
and continues to attract paddlers from all across the province and 
the proceeds from the race continue to be used by the Museum for 
its activities.
 A variety of classes participate in the event, all the way from 
racing canoes, kayaks and various age groups, to children in the 
recreational class. This year’s fortieth running takes place on 
Saturday, June 7 although entrants can register ahead of time on 
Friday, June 6 from 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m. at the Latcham Centre near 
the waterfront. Registration will also be held on Saturday, June 7 
beginning at 7:00 a.m.  For further information you can contact the 
Museum at 905-985-3589.

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

Bill and Claudette Brock

Scugog Township is 
home to the oldest 
canoe race in Ontario
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ing hulk to record as much information as possible 
about the old derelict scow.
 We discovered the barge had a large platform, 
measuring 40’ x 14’ in size. The main beams 
extended the full length of the structure and meas-
ure 14” x 2.5” in thickness.
 Remarkably, the 12” x 2.5” planks which make 
up the deck were still solid in 2001, and the moss 
green stain which was applied more than eight 
decades ago, looked almost like new.
 Unlike sailing vessels found at the bottom of 
lakes and oceans, the barge has no monetary value, 
but it did play an important part in the develop-
ment of our local history.
 Other than a few metal pieces, rusty brackets, 
bolts and nails which were removed from the 
wreck, the barge was left intact.
 Looking back at the decaying hulk as we pulled 
away, it was sad to think that a part of Scugog’s his-
tory would once again be swallowed by the murky 
waters of the lake. 
 Today, what remains of the barge lies just inches 
under the surface in its watery grave, waiting for 
time to reduce it to mulch.
 A sad, but not unexpected ending for this large 
floating platform, which was used to literally carve 
out a segment of Scugog’s fascinating history.
  ~

 While researching the history of this intriguing 
property, we spoke with a number of people who 
have had access over the years.

One man who remembers the property is long-
time resident Howard Hall, who recalls delivering 
groceries and supplies from McKee’s grocery store 
in town, to the clubhouse when he was a teenager. 

 On one occasion he was invited inside by the 
caretakers, Mr. and Mrs. John Murray, and recalls 
being told that Mr. Osler was an avid hunter who 
travelled around the world in quest of game.  

But, in a March 2000 interview with Henry 
Osler’s granddaughter, Mrs. Eve Hampson, she 
explained that her grandfather had only spent a 
couple of years hunting in the Sudan.

 She added, that his hunting consisted mainly 
of collecting animals and birds for the Royal 

Ontario Museum, which were used for display and 
research purposes. 

 Then, after a couple of years of hunting, he 
turned in his gun for a movie camera and much 
of the footage he captured on film of wild animals 
in Africa, is now stored at the Ontario Archives in 
Toronto.

Another story which comes from a former care-
taker involves the introduction of carp to the lake.

During the early part of the century, the marsh-
land would be invaded by thousands of carp each 
spring, which rooted in the mud and ate the roots 
of the wild rice growing in the water. The carp 
destroyed so many rice plants, there was concern 
for the future of the duck population, which relied 
on the rice for feed. 

 John Murray constructed a carp barrier, by 
driving wooden poles side-by-side across some the 
channels to keep the carp out. About 1950, Ministry 
officials placed a heavy steel grill in the culverts 
under the Port Perry causeway, which effectively 
kept the carp out for many years, although these 
no longer exist.

~
The Scugog Game Preserve is still owned and 

managed by the Osler family and to this day 
they carry on many of the century old traditions. 
Members of the family drop by the property sev-
eral times a year, and like their forefathers, return 
each fall for duck hunting season.

 IMPORTANT NOTICE: Today, just as it has 
been for more than 100 years, the Scugog Game 
Preserve is strictly private property and off limits 
to all but a few local people who either know or 
have worked for the Osler family. The property 
is closely monitored for intruders who will find 
themselves in front of a judge if apprehended.

 Old Henry Osler would be proud! 
By J. Peter Hvidsten

Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 25

BARGE ROTTING IN LAKE

 Peter Overgoor and Ann Julia Bajema have been the 
caretakers and managers of the Scugog Game Preserve 
since 1996.

   John Murray and his dogs retrieving ducks in the marsh.

Learn 
more 
about 
Scugog

BOOKS GALORE
175 Perry Street, 

Port Perry

F. M. FINDS
180 Queen Street, 

Port Perry

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2
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 A local Ontario youth hockey team 
showed their support for the Canadian troops 
recently, by sending a signed hockey jersey 
to a Canadian soldier from the town of  Port 
Perry, located 50 miles east of Toronto. 
 This Atom aged team from the Port  
Perry Minor Hockey Association sent the 
jersey to Warrant Officer Mark Kendall, 
who is  currently serving with the Regional 
Command South Headquarters in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan. Mark has been in Afghanistan 
since early December. 
 The hockey team sent the jersey to Mark 
to show their support for the soldiers cur-
rently serving in Afghanistan. “I was so 
touched by this patriotic gesture of kindness 
from such a thoughtful group of young men,” 
he said. “It has been an experience of a life-

time serving here in Afghanistan. I’m glad I 
had the chance to help and to be part of this 
team.”  
 In a letter back to the hockey team, Mark 
wrote of the importance teamwork and sports-
manship meant to the Canadian Soldiers 
serving in Afghanistan. He explained even 
though the soldiers are far away from home, 
hockey is alive and well in Afghanistan, 
by the ball hockey league that runs on the 
Kandahar base. 
 Mark also wrote the team that their jersey 
would be framed and hung in a prominent 
location inside the New Canada House for 
all to see. “Canada House is the place where 
soldiers go to relax, talk, and of course, watch 
a lot of hockey there,” said Mark.  
 Local Port Perry businesswoman and 

hockey mom, Lorraine McNulty spearheaded 
the shirt-signing project. Lorraine is the owner 
of Maple Moon Web Design Inc. sponsor of 
the team. She explained how she bought two 
jerseys, one for the troops and one for her 
chosen team MVP for this year. 
 Lorraine stated how thrilled she was of 
her team for participating in the venture and 
how proud she was to be (nearly) Canadian. 
She also stated how supportive she was of the 
troops.
 Mark, (Warrant Officer Mark Kendall) is 
due to arrive back in Canada around mid-
June and says, “thanking these boys in person 
is my top priority along with a game of road 
hockey with them.”

Newspaper article reprinted with permission of
Larry and Doreen Kendall.

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

• Windows
• Doors
• Siding
• Sunrooms

Warrant Officer
A. Mark Kendall

Regional Command SouthKandahar, Afghanistan 2008
Thanks guys -
 Let me take this opportunity to congratulate you on your amazing sea-son. I received the Jersey and “Wow” of all the things I have received from Canada during my tour here nothing has touched my heart so greatly. The fact that it came from the town I grew up playing hockey in, means so much too. Words can’t do it justice. Hockey in Afghanistan is alive and well. We have a fifteen-team ball hockey league made up of soldiers from all over the world. We even have a cool outdoor rink. Looking at the amazing picture of your team you sent me; we could sure use some of you here to help my team. I thank you so much for the gift. I must ask you all a favour. I know you sent me the shirt as a gift, and hockey is a game of friendship, team-spirit and sportsmanship. I ask that you let me frame this beautiful piece of Canada from our amazing little town and have it displayed proudly at Canada House so that all Canadians that serve here will be inspired by your kindness and love. I want everyone that sees this shirt to think Teamwork. Canadian soldiers here are a great team and we practice and train hard everyday. Canadian soldiers like me are here to help make the lives of the Afghan children, one day be as good as yours. I hope one day the children from Afghanistan can play hockey with the kids from Canada. That would make me the happiest soldier ever. 

Thanks so much. 
Warrant Officer 

A. Mark Kendall

Mark proudly shows off the hockey sweater sent to Afghanistan by members of the Port Perry Minor Hockey Association, and the letter he sent home to the team.

Sweater sent to Afghanistan by local lads
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           Start Planning
for

Outdoor Living

Perennials

Freeman
Herbs

Garden
Soils

Lawn
Seed

Fertilizer

Flowering
Shrubs

and
Hummingbirds

Hanging Baskets

Starting at $12.95

Garden CentreGarden CentrePORT PERRY FEEDS

Hwy. 7A

Lakeview Dr.

Vanedward Dr. 

Si
m

co
e 

St
.

PORT PERRY 
FEEDS LTD.40 VANEDWARD DRIVE

905-985-7363 905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

Experience the Servicing 
Dealer difference. Not 
only will your trimmer 
be ready to use, but our 
friendly staff will make 
sure you know how to 
start it easily and use it 
safely. Plus, we service 
what we sell - guaranteed!

$14995
FS 38

Gas Trimmer

$$14995
LIMITED TIME ONLY

$21995
FS 45 C

Gas Trimmer

$$219$219$ 95
LIGHTWEIGHT & POWERFUL

$24995
FS 55 R

Gas Trimmer

$$249$249$ 95
PRICED TO SELL

Straight Shaft

®

Feature prices are in effect 
until July 31, 2008 at participating Dealers.

STIHL has over 900 authorized, servicing Dealers across Canada -
drop in and see your local Dealer today!

Hot days and lazy nights are fast approaching. Imagine a private 
getaway, with a cool libation at your ! ngertips, lush grass beneath 
your feet, the sweet scent of blossoming gardens all around you. 
Imagine a soothing place where you might cleanse away the stress 
and tension that builds up throughout each hectic workday. 

You can actually create this perfect getaway in the comforting 
proximity of your own back yard. Make YOUR outdoor living 
space a comfortable place to relax and enjoy. 
See what our local specialists have to o" er to help make it 
happen for you.

W
ha

t’s
 B

lo
om

in
g?

Seniors Discount 
10%  (Tuesdays)

1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry

HANGING BASKETS
10” or 12” Pots
$9.99 and up

BOX PLANTS
BEDDING PLANTS
$1.29 box
$14.00 fl at

4” GERANIUM POTS
Assorted colours
$2.69 each

PERENNIALS
$2.99 each

Create Your Own
Baskets
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Baskets
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HOME RENOVATIONS
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RETAINING WALLS
MINI HOE
LANDSCAPING
BOBCAT SERVICE
INTERLOCKING STONE WORK
SNOW PLOWING/SALTING/SANDING

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090

or cell: 905-261-7840

Thinking of things you need done this spring?
THINK OF US!

• Annuals
   • Perennials
14800 Cartwright West 1/4 Line
Blackstock  ~  905-986-4771

Satisfaction
Guaranteed

See us at the Nestleton Farmer’s Market – May to October.

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

Introducing The All New
Time Saver™ Lawn Tractors.

i1000 SERIES

Drive the Most
Revolutionary
Tractor – Ever.
Time Save lawn tractors combine the
ease of traditional tractor steering and 
control, with zero-turn manoeuvrability. 
With the i1000, you can tackle virtually any 
kind of terrain, and easily zip around trees 
and other obstacles. You can actually cut your 
mowing time in half! Wouldn’t you really rather 
spend less time working around your yard –
and more time enjoying it?

Cuts on hills.
And helps you trim time. 

ZERO% Financing (o.a.c. 12
months)

Ask about terms up to 60 months.

GOOD SOIL, BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS!
It takes good quality soil, plenty of watering and a minimum of 
care to have beautiful fl owers. Have your earth analyzed to check 
its quality. If you have good, nutrient-rich soil you can leave it 
as is. But if its quality is not up to standard, you risk losing a lot 
of plants. You have two solutions: you can improve the soil or 
replace it.

If the soil around your house is of poor quality, either too clayey 
or too sandy, it will have to be improved. To do this, you should 
start by removing all the debris, weeds and trash while at the 
same time loosening the soil well. Then mix some peat moss in 
to the earth. Add lime if the soil is too acid. If your soil has too 
much clay, add some sand. Finally, add some organic fertilizer. 
Mix all these ingredients while loosening the soil. If your soil is 
in a very poor state or too arid, its improvement will need the 
addition of a lot of organic matter and other substances. If this 
entails too much time or money, you would perhaps prefer to 
replace the soil. If this is the case, buy a good quality, nutrient-
rich soil.

You will also have to think about watering, taking into account 
the plant, the surrounding soil and weather conditions. It is not 
recommended to water frequently and lightly as this encourages 
the growth of superfi cial root systems. It’s much better to water 
copiously, approximately once a week, when the soil is dry. 

Your fl owers do require some care to keep them looking beautiful. 
To maintain a beautiful looking garden and to encourage 
fl owering, always deadhead wilted fl owers and fl owers that are 
losing their colour and their freshness. Also, don’t forget to give 
them the nutrients they need to stay healthy.

bats- -  raccoons - -  skunks - -  rats - -  spiders
- -  cockroaches - -  ants - -  fl eas

SCUGOG
PEST CONTROL

905-986-4169

wildlife control

bat proofi ng

household insects CALL

1 km N of Brooklin on Hwy #12
905-655-5866

and

ANNUALS
Box Plants
$1.29 each

       or $14.99

PERENNIALS
$2.99

$5.99  $9.99

HERBS
 $1.99 each

DIPLADENIA
10”/12” + Wall Bags
4”/6” + Standards
Starting at $3.99

PLANTERS
Starting at

$9.99
Many on Sale

ACCESSORIES
Plant Food / Fertilizer       
   Seeds / Lawn Care
 Wall Hangers
       Plant Stands

LARGE, HEALTHY SHRUBS
When designing a landscape, we all prefer that everything goes 
smoothly and that our plans take shape as quickly as possible. 
Of course, certain arrangements demand patience and even 
several years before coming to full maturity, but in making a 
good choice of plants it is possible to accelerate the process.

Once the landscaping design is down on paper, the work is just 
beginning. Before going to the garden centre, be sure to fi nd the 
Latin botanical name for all the different types of plants that you 
wish to buy. The common names of plants vary from one region 
to another and can cover several cultivars of the same species.

If you want mature plants, remember that these plants are 
much more expensive than young plants and are more diffi cult t
o transport and transplant. They must be transported with a lot 
of care. When in doubt, it’s better to buy a young plant that is 
about half the size of a mature plant will be two metres high, 
choose a plant that measures one metre.

In the aisles of the garden centre, examine the plants that interest 
you in order to fi nd the strongest and healthiest specimens. 
The best shrubs always have lots of branches growing from the 
central stem, near the soil line. Thick, bushy plants with lots 
of branches are he best choice. A shrub with branches bearing 
plenty of buds is another indication of its health.
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 This writer knew absolutely nothing about the Order of the Eastern 
Star, the Blue Ray Chapter so it was wonderful to get such interesting 
historical  guides to this fascinating and charitable organization. 
 My guides were Elsa Bongard and Marg Jeffrey and with them I 
spent an enjoyable couple of hours learning all about an organization 
that has been raising money and spirits in Port Perry for 60 years. 
 The Port Perry Blue Ray Chapter of the Eastern Star will celebrate 
their 60th Anniversary this Friday, June 6 with a dinner at the Masonic 
Hall. More than 100 people are expected to attend the gala event, 
including members of other Ontario Chapters of the Eastern Star.
 What exactly is the Blue Ray Chapter and what do they really do? 
It turned out to be a longer answer than I anticipated and I left Elsa and 
Marg wishing they could truly tell everyone the story they told me, 
especially since they told it with such affection, humour, and concern 
for those less fortunate than themselves.

     Some history first. The Master build-
er of the Order of the Eastern Star was 
Dr. Rob Morris. He became interested 
in an idea that the female relatives of 
Master Masons should share, in some 
measure, the benefits from knowledge 
of this great fraternal Order.

 His ideas and theories are the origin of the Order of the Eastern 
Star, which now encircles the earth. Each city and town that started a 
Chapter had its own name, thus Port Perry, in 1948, instituted the Blue 
Ray Chapter. This benevolent organization’s beginnings took place 
in the auditorium of the Port Perry High School, with 500 people in 
attendance. 
 Until the Masonic Hall was built in the early 1950’s the twice 
monthly Blue Ray Chapter meetings took place in the rooms above 
what is now Tweed and Hickory on Queen St. Marg Jeffrey is a 59 
year member of the Blue Ray Chapter and she remembers these meet-

 Photo of the officers of Blue Ray Chapter taken when the chapter was insti-
tuted on June 2, 1948. Charter members are, from left front, Jeanne Dymond, 
Mildred Jeffrey, Len Colbear, Helen Colbear, Myrtle Palmer, W.M., George 

Palmer, W.P., Sadie Durkin, Rosetta Palmer.  Back, left to right, Rebecca Bruton, 
May Watson, Jeannette Hutchinson, Margaret Cornish, Howard Durkin, Vivian 
Lane, Esther Chapman, Mabel Chapman and Jessie Espie. 

Marg Jeffrey, left and Elsa Bongard reminisced about the Blue Ray Chapter of 
the Eastern Star with Focus on Scugog shortly before their 60th anniversary.Please turn to page 39

Blue Ray Chapter 
instituted at High 
School, June 1948
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ings very well; other than the fundraising and charity work that the 
Chapter is famous for.
  Marg mostly remembers the old coal oil stove that heated the 
large room and that if you sat anymore than five feet away from that 
stove, you almost froze to death.
  “At the start of each meeting, the stove had to be pumped to 
get it going and once started it really filled the air with smoke and it 
stunk.  Although we have many fond memories of that meeting room 
we were very glad to move to the new Masonic Hall,” she says.
 Elsa Bongard and Marg Jeffrey are incredibly proud of all the 
work the Blue Ray Chapter has done over the past 60 years. 
 “We are a benevolent organization and raise funds to help 
the elderly at Christmas and Easter and whenever we can,” says 
Elsa. Marg adds, “we have furnished the Quiet Room at Port Perry 
Hospital and raised money for an automatic bed, a portable cardiac 
monitor and a defibrillator.”
 In addition to these accomplishments, the local ladies have con-
tributed to ‘Sleeping Children Around the World’ and ‘Seeing Eye 
Dogs’. “We raise money any way we can, through bake sales, yard 
sales, 50-50 draws etc.,” Marg says proudly.
 As important as their work in the community are the friendships 
and relationships these ladies have formed with each other. Elsa has 
been a part of Blue Ray Chapter for 30 years. “The Eastern Star is my 
family. I have met lifelong friends here, Marg is like my sister. I have 
no family in Port Perry so many of these ladies are my family. I am so 
delighted I found the Eastern Star 30 years ago,” she says.
 Currently there are about 45 members of the Blue Ray Chapter. 
Both Marg and Elsa are a little apprehensive about the future. They 
both say that although the restrictions of joining the Eastern Star have 
lightened up over the years there is still more that could be done to 
encourage younger women to join. “Generally though, fraternal orga-
nizations are dying out and the younger generation are too busy,” 
Marg says.
 Marg and Elsa both take great pains to stress the joys of belong-
ing to the organization. They stress there is the immense pride of 
helping people. Equally important is the lifelong friendships they 
have made and the fun and laughter along the way. “We have been 
given a lifetime of good memories,” says Marg.
 As the Blue Ray Chapter of Port Perry celebrates their 60th year, 
I can’t help but think that this milestone is because of Elsa, Marg and 
the many other special women who gave their time and efforts to so 
worthy an organization. Let’s hope that these ladies have others to 
pass the torch on to. 
 In the meantime Marg and Elsa will keep having fun, making 
more friends and raising more money.

By Marjorie Fleming
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 38

 General Dentists: Dr. Kevin Dunkerley       Dr. Tushar Mahendra
Dr. Sandro Del Rosso     Dr. Meetu Mahendra

Orthodontist: Dr. Bob Boyko
        Periodontist: Dr. Farah Walji

Serving Port Perry for more than 28 years

462 Paxton St., Port Perry
Located across from the hospital 

in the Medical Associates building

905-985-8459

EVENING
APPOINTMENTS

AVAILABLE

New Patients & Emergencies Welcome

With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1817.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642
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a guide to upcoming 
entertainment 

events and  
happenings 

in Scugog Twp.

Get ready for a walk 
through classic car his-

tory at the Scugog 
Shores Museum 

summer car 
show. Come 
and enjoy 
the sights 

and sounds 
of the great cars of the 20’s, 30’s, 40’s, 50’s, 60’s 
and 70’s. Classic and custom owners from across 
Durham Region and beyond are invited to partici-
pate in the Show and Shine to win great prizes 
supplied by local merchants. A Vendor’s Market 
will have parts and memorabilia for all to browse. 
Admission $5 for adults. Students and seniors $3, 
children 12 and under are free.
Date: Saturday, June 14     Time: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Scugog Shores Museum, Scugog Island
Information: call 905-985-3589.

Classic Car Drive-in 
 & Fleamarket

Relay For Life
A night that is Inspirational, Emotional, Fun

and one you will never forget! 
 This unique 12-hour community event will celebrate survival, pay 
tribute to the lives of loved ones and fight back against cancer in a 
night of fun, friendship and fundraising. 
 The Relay kickoff will commence at 7 p.m. and events will conclude 
7 a.m. the following day. This year’s goal is to attract 50 teams with 
hopes of raising in excess of $85,000.
 One of the memorable moments in this inspiring event is the 
Luminary Ceremony, a stunning sight of hundreds of candles, each 
bearing a message in memory of a loved one or in honour of a can-
cer survivor, lighting the night.
Date: Friday, June 13, Saturday, June 14
Time: Commencing Friday at 7:00 p.m.
Location: Port Perry Fairgrounds

Friday, June 13, 2008

Here’s a fun filled Rock ‘n Roll start 
to the summer. Eagles fans won’t 
want to miss the world renowned 
tribute band “Hotel California” when 
they entertain at Scugog Arena with 
hits like Hotel California, Lyin’ Eyes, 
Tequila Sunrise and more. Also 
enjoy the music of “The Boys of 

Summer” with the Beach Boys, Jan and Dean and other great 
surfin’ sounds. The event is presented by Port Perry Curling 
Club. Put together a group and enjoy a great evening.
Date: Saturday, June 7     Time: 8:30 p.m.
Location: Scugog Arena
Tickets: $25.00 each at Henshall’s, Queen St., Port Perry.

Hotel California (Eagles Tribute Band)

PORT PERRY WATERFRONT    
 The fourth annual Dragon Boat Festival will be held 
later this month in beautiful Palmer Park, Port Perry. 
    Pledges and donations from the 2007 festival 
totaled more than $132,000. Fourty-eight teams 
involving more than 1,200 paddlers, thousands of 
participants, visitors, and volunteers were part of the 
on-going quest to promote breast cancer awareness 
throughout the local area
 Mark the Dragon Boat Festival event on your calendar.
Date: Saturday, June 21, 2008
Location: Palmer Park, Port Perry    Information: Carol Gonder: 705-932-2078 

Port Perry Dragon Boat Festival

Scugog ?
What’ s Up`
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 Scugog Shores Museum’s longest-running fundraiser will 
mark its 40th anniversary this Saturday when dozens of canoe 

and kayak enthusiasts take to the 26 km trip from 
the Nonquon River into Lake Scugog to Port 
Perry’s lakefront. It is the largest and oldest 
canoe race of its type in Ontario and one 
of Scugog’s longest-standing traditions.   

Registration: Fri., June 6, 6-9 p.m. 
Sat., June 7, 6-9 a.m.
Race Date: Saturday, June 7

Race Start: 7:00 to 9:00 a.m.

A musical classic, it follows fast-talking con man Harold 
Hill in his attempt to convince the citizens of River City, 
Iowa that what their town needs to keep it’s young-
sters from moral decline is a boys’ band, complete 
with instruments and uniforms. But just as Harold is 

about to skip town with his new-found wealth, he real-
izes he may have finally met his match in the lovely and 
willfull town librarian, Marian Paroo.

Dates: July 3, 4, 5, 10, 11,
        12, 17, 18, 19  
Time: 8:00 p.m.
Matinee: July 13 at 2 p.m.
Location: Town Hall 1873
      Port Perry.
Tickets: $20 each available at 
Henshall’s - 905-985-1965

Cadenza Productions presents  
   Meredith  
     Willson’s 

Art at the waterfront
A great opportunity to view creations by talented artists from the Scugog area 
in acrylic, oil, watercolour and mixed media. Artists will be available to tell about 
their works and show how it is done.  Refreshments are available, admission and 
parking is free. Show presented by The Port Perry Artists’ Association.
Date: Saturday, June 14, 2008 Time: 9:30 am to 5:00 pm.
Location: Latcham Centre, Port Perry    
Information: Contact Jean at 905-985-1112
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132 Reach Industrial Park, Port Perry
Yard 905-985-6121  •  Fax 905-985-6122

Toll Free 1-877-587-4557

WE PAY TOP CASH
Copper • Brass • Aluminum • Steel

Machinery • All Electrical Scrap
Heavy Equipment • Plant Clean Outs

Transformers
Buyers of Ferrous & Non-Ferrous Scrap Metal,

Cars, Trucks & Heavy Equipment

Celebrating 10 Years

Port Perry Salvage Inc.
& DEMOLITION

Plant Dismantling & Building Demolition
We sell Steel Pipe, Plate, Beams

BIN SERVICE AVAILABLE

Port Perry Salvage Inc.
& DEMOLITION
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www.kerrtravel.ca

MULTI-DAY TOURS

6 DAYS A WEEK!
with pick ups in 
Pickering ~ Ajax 
Whitby ~ Oshawa 

Port Perry

DAY TRIPPIN’

11601 Simcoe Street, Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B3 • 905-985-8010 • 1-888-847-KERR  

Niagara

Only $15
Includes Buffet

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel

June 2 “Classic Country Spectacular”-
The Walters Family

June 6 Elvis: The Way It Was - 
Stirling Festival Theatre

June 17 “The Taste of Viticulture” -
Royal Botanical Gardens

June 25 “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” -
St. Jacobs Playhouse

June 28  Niagara Falls, NY - 
Outlet Mall Shopping 

July 9 “Vegas Knights” - 
Red Barn Theatre

July 12 Walden Galleria, Buffalo, NY -
Shopping

July 16 “Dirty Dancing” - Toronto
July 17 Sail to Sherwood Inn &

Dine in Style
July 22 St. Jacobs Countryside
July 29 “Boardwalk!”

The Doo-Wop Musical
Aug. 12  Lockport Locks & 

Erie Canal Cruise
Aug. 14 Seniors Jubilee - Toronto
Sept. 19 Stratford - “The Music Man”
Oct. 1 “Jersey Boys” - Toronto

CAPE COD… 
THE ISLANDS & WHALE WATCHING

~ 6 Days ~ June 22-27, 2008 Only $995.00 p.p.

EASTERN TOWNSHIPS 
FEATURING QUEBEC CITY & MONTREAL

~ 4 Days ~ Aug. 17-20, 2008 Only $685.00 p.p.
MUSIC OF THE HEARTLAND

BRANSON ~ MEMPHIS ~ NASHVILLE
~ 10 Days ~ Sept. 27 - Oct. 6, 2008   $2,065.00 p.p.  

CHRISTMAS IN THE CITIES
NEW YORK & ATLANTIC CITY

~ 5 Days ~ Nov. 23-27, 2008 Only $699.00 p.p.
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Entertaining made simple.
1893 Scugog St., Port Perry

GRILLINGGRILLINGGRILLINGYOUR
SUMMERGRILLINGHEADQUARTERS

• Meats • Seafood • Summer Salads
• Hors d’Oeuvres • Trays •  Condiments
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Cover Picture
 The popular musical, “The 
Music Man” begins its run at 
Town Hall 1873 on July 3, 
ending on July 19. Pictured 
on this month’s cover are 
some of the leading charac-
ters. That’s Maria (Mallory 
McGrath) centre with Harold 
(Todd Appleton) left, and 
Winthrop played by Michael 
Williamson.
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 Change is inevitable, especially in the fast paced world in 
which we live today, and so it is with this issue your commu-
nity magazine, Focus on Scugog, changes... just a little!

There’s little doubt that you’ve already recognized the 
change. We’ve adopted the standard newsstand magazine 
format, complete with a slick, glossy cover and hope you like 
the new look.

This latest redesign comes about after considerable 
deliberation by staff and input from both our readers and 
advertisers, which are so important to the success of Scugog’s 
magazine.

While the community and our staff here at Focus on Scugog 
have grown accustomed to the slightly larger magazine size, 
we hope that you enjoy the new, bright, easy to hold format.

As always, we welcome your comments, so let us know 
what you think of your Focus on Scugog magazine.

Welcome to the new look
Focus on Scugog magazine
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Dear Focus
 This letter is to let everyone know what a wonderful community 
we live in.
 At a recent meeting of the Port Perry Artist Association, that 
meet every Tuesday at Reid’s, I mentioned to the members that 
our nursing home and villa had a limited supply of art related items 
for their art classes.
 I asked if anyone had any spare paint, brushes, coloured or 
sketching pencils or paper, because it would provide a great help 
as our supplies were getting low.
 Peter, I just love my friends!
 The artists and their friends have come forward with an abun-
dance of great supplies, enough so that my mother (Jean) and I 
can do up individual cases with supplies for each of the partici-
pants. This will enable them to draw and doodle even when we are 
not there to help them.
 The supplies will be distributed this month and this will be won-
derful  for the great art work that’s to come. Karen Samson, activity 
director for the Nursing Home is even working on a gallery for the 
residents to display their ‘works of art.’
 I’m so proud of the talent and enthusiasm they have created 
and it shows in their drawing and painting. I know this will mean 
a lot to them and we are truly grateful and can’t thank everyone 
enough for their generosity.
 Thank you for being so wonderful!

Pam Henshall & Jean Smith
Port Perry

Generous community is wonderful

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Integrative Health Centre
Sunleite
188 Mary Street, Port Perry

188 Mary Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-3303

Full Time 
!ermography Clinic

~ Breast & Full Body ~
Fibrocystic, large, enhanced or 

dense breasts do not interfere with the scan.
NO RADIATION OR COMPRESSION

Brenda M. Leite 

View Health Report @ www.sunleitehealth.ca

BDO Dunwoody LLP
1 Brock Street East, Uxbridge  
905-852-9714

As one of Canada’s leading accounting and advisory fi rms, BDO is 
dedicated to offering the best service. Our partners and staff are 
part of a tradition of commitment to our clients and community. 
Experience. The Difference.

Assurance | Accounting | Taxation | Advisory Services

Hello Peter
 I just wanted to let you know that we raised over $90,000 with 
Relay For Life on Friday, June 14.
 There were 400 participants at this amazing event including 
50 Survivors. With all the others present, we estimate 600 people 
were in attendance for the ceremonies, etc.
 What an amazing community of people we have in North Dur-
ham with their support not only at the event, but in so many ways 
behind the scenes too, with help and donations.  
 I’m not sure what it is about Relay For Life, Port Perry and the 
weather. It was a shame that we couldn’t do some of the exciting 
things which had been planned for the night due to the torrential 
rain storm. 
 All of those involved decided that the storm was nothing com-
pared to what people go through with cancer and there were 
brave people on the track throughout  the storm totally committed 
to walking all night.  
 Thank you so much for all the support you have given us in the 
lead-up to the event and it was great to see you at the event too. 

Best regards 
Lesley Hancock, Port Perry

MORE LETTERS ON PAGES 23 & 39

Relay For Life was an amazing event

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

Volunteer Utility Vehicles
4 x 4 EFI Series
TALK ABOUT BRAWN!
Conquer even the most rugged terrain with the 4x4 EFI util-
ity vehicle. Equipped with a powerful 31HP Caterpillar 760 
cc diesel engine, this sporty vehicle has a payload capacity 
of up to 1,000 lbs (635 kg). With its comfortable steering 
wheel, this sturdy vehicle guarantees the most comfortable 
ride ever at speeds ranging from 0-32 mph (0-51.5 kph). 
Equipped with a heavy duty 14 gauge steel cargo box, heavy 
duty transmission, solid tires and rims and oversized 7 gal-
lon (21.6L) fuel tank, it is ready for anything. Furthermore, 

it is equipped with a 
double wall insulated 
muffler and dual-car-
tridge air filter. With 
this machine on your 
side, you’ll accom-
plish even the most 
demanding tasks…
Smile!
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Prancing her way across the lawn, Olay, a 3-month-old Golden Retriever and Labrador mix, 
couldn’t be happier in her new home. She has plenty of space to run and play. She has the neighbour-

hood canines to keep her company. And, most importantly, she has the Olsens, a family devoted to pro-
viding her with the utmost in love and care. 

 But even more extraordinary about Olay’s life is what lies ahead for her. She is a future Dog Guide 
for the Lions Foundation of Canada. 

After a one year stay with her foster family, she will be evaluated as to whether she is ready to 
advance to further specialized training for future placement with a client. Quite a lot for a little 

pup to handle! But for now, Olay, being the curious critter she is, gets to explore a whole new 
world at her tiny paws. 

And Kelly Olsen has the joyful pleasure of caring for the feisty pup throughout 
her early development. In other words, Kelly’s job is to welcome Olay into her 

home during what is often referred to as the ‘tricky’ puppy years. But, what 
may seem troublesome for some is rather pure enjoyment and honour for 

Kelly. 
She ensures the pay off of fostering a future Dog Guide is well 

worth the effort. “Being at the graduation and seeing your puppy ad-
vance makes you realize what you’ve done to change another person’s 

life. It’s an amazing feeling,” says Kelly, as she lovingly holds Olay in 
her lap. And, of course, Kelly admits, as Olay gives her a big lick on the 

face, she adores having a new puppy in the house. 
This adoration for the pups is part of the reason she continues to adopt 

future Dog Guides. In fact, Olay is Kelly’s third adopted guide puppy! With all that 
experience, it seems that Kelly has long been accustomed to the trials and tribula-
tions of owning a new puppy. 

She laughs with a slight sense of embarrassment as she brings up the many 
“accidents” she has endured in the grocery store aisles and the time one of her pups 

stopped to go to the washroom while passing Santa’s workshop in the mall.   
But after three years of caring for new puppies, she assures the mishaps hardly 

faze her. It’s all a part of the experience and it’s an important part of allowing the 
puppy to grow and learn, she explains. 

As a foster parent, Kelly’s job is to bring Olay with her on daily outings to 
ensure that Olay is properly exposed to the hustle and bustle of everyday life. 

This includes bringing the puppy along on trips to the town shops, the play-
ground, the grocery store and other places where there are plenty of peo-

ple and many different activities going on. 
“Basically you should take the puppy into as many situations 

as possible,” explains Kelly. “And you should expose them to any-
thing that may startle a dog like young children playing or moving 
objects, such as escalators and elevators.” 

Kelly admits bringing a new puppy with her everywhere re-
Please turn to page 4

Guide Dogs
  in training

Kelly Olsen with three-month old “Olay”
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quires a lot of commitment. So what influ-
enced her to take on such a job? Without 
hesitation, she explains her inspiration 
stems from an old neighbour who has 
now passed on. 

“A lady used to live two doors down 
and she was blind. I would take our fami-
ly dog over to visit her and her face would 
light up every time,” Kelly recalls with a 
smile. After that experience, she realized 
what a difference a Dog Guide can make 
for a person living with a disability. From 
that point, she knew she had to find a way 
to get involved in the process. 

And quite the process it is! Kelly in-
sists the dogs go through rigorous training 
to be adequately prepared for what is ex-
pected of them once they are paired with a 
client. And before even being placed with 
a client, the dog is introduced to his or her 
prospective owner to ensure he or she is 
the proper match. After the dog is assessed 
and approved, he or she is trained to work 
in accordance with their owner’s needs. 

“Of all the possible Dog Guides raised 
in foster homes, only 50 per cent will make 
it,” Kelly says. “Our first puppy, Ashley, 
graduated to become a working dog and 
it was such an accomplishment.” 

As of now, the Lions Foundation of 
Canada has three programs to serve Ca-
nadians with disabilities. Dogs may be 
trained to be a part of Canine Vision Can-
ada, in which their purpose is to help the 
blind or the visually impaired. They may 
also be trained as Hearing Ear Dogs, serv-
ing those hard of hearing or those who are 
deaf. And, lastly, the most intense training 
is reserved for Special Skills Dogs, who are 
trained to assist Canadians with physical 
or medical disabilities, such as those who 
are mobility restricted.

Kelly speaks in amazement when 
she explains all the tasks Special Skills 
Dogs are trained to handle. After visiting 
an open house sponsored by the Guide 
Dog trainers, she observed how dogs are 
trained to carry out everyday chores, such 
as taking out the laundry and sorting it. 

“Trainers will place a rag with a knot 
tied on the end of it and they will place it 
on the handle of the laundry machine. The 
dogs will then pull on the knot to open it,” 
she explains with a look of marvel in her 
eyes. 

“They are also trained to use their back 
to lift a disabled person’s legs into bed af-
ter they get out of their wheelchair,” she 
says before adding that she also learned 

that Guide Dogs are taught to turn off 
lights and lift the covers over their own-
ers. 

Qualified legally blind Canadians can 
receive a Canine Vision Canada (CVC) 
Dog Guide to help with handling physi-
cal obstacles. CVC dogs also aid in safer 
travel through crowded areas and traffic. 

For those deaf or hard of hearing, 
Hearing Ear (HEDC) dogs are trained to 
respond to the noises and sounds that one 
may not be able to detect on their own, 
such as the phone or doorbell ring, a baby 
or child crying or the sound of an alarm 
(such as a fire or smoke detector). 

And for those who need specific assis-
tance, Special Skills (SSD) Dog Guides are 
trained to open and close doors and draw-
ers, retrieve items and call for help if a cli-
ent should be in potential danger. 

Kelly says it is simply remarkable to 
see how a Guide Dog can improve a dis-
abled persons’ independence and comfort 
level. She encourages all those seeking the 
assistance of a Guide Dog to contact the 
Foundation at (905) 842-2891, 1-800-768-
3030.

She also encourages families who are 
interested in adopting a Dog Guide Puppy 
to visit the Foundation’s website at www.
dogguides.com and click on “Foster Pup-
py Program.”   

Kelly has high hopes for Olay. If all 
goes well, one day Olay will graduate and 
become a working dog just like Kelly’s 
first puppy Ashley did. But as the little 
pup playfully jumps up to give Kelly an 
abundance of kisses, it is undeniable that 
whatever Olay grows to become, she will 
certainly make any owner feel more than 
loved. 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 3

Future guide dogs

on your 
recent 

graduation 
from  

Grade 8 at
S.A. Cawker
Public School

Congratulations

We are so proud of you!
Love

                 Grandma & Grandpa

SARA STEPHEN

Congratulations

Love 
Dad, Mum,

Ryan and Kirstie

on your 
HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION
We are all very 
proud of you!

Congratulations

Love - Dad, Mum,  
Kirstie and Mackenzie

RYAN GILMOUR

We are all very 

proud of you.

Best wishes for
continued success 

at the University 
of Waterloo
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Changing
Faces!

hanges to the business landscape 
in Scugog continue to transform 
and once again this month we can 

report on a number of changes.
For starters, we were surprised to 

learn, just after going to press last month, 
that Conlin Pontiac-Buick, located on 
Vanedward Drive had been sold. The 
new owner is Gus Brown Pontiac-Buick-
GMC of Whitby. Gus Brown’s is report-
edly the number one GM dealership in 
Canada. We wish the new owners and 
staff good luck in this latest venture.

Across the road (Simcoe St.) Julie’s 
Nails has pulled up stakes leaving a va-
cant unit in the Southgate Plaza.  Julie’s 
has relocated along 7A Highway.

Back in town, Diann Power has re-
tired and closed her Blossom Fashion 
and Accessories store located at 197 

Queen St. This space will be taken over 
immediately by Perry Anne’s Fashions 
who are moving a couple of doors west.

This leaves Perry Ann’s 189 Queen 
St. address vacant, but there are already 
rumblings that the space has been rented. 
When we know more, we’ll let you know 
what’s happening there. 

Pamper & Soothe owner Elke Desro-
chers has vacated space at 221 Queen St. 
and incorporated her thriving little shop 
into her large, attractive shop, Adorn 
Fine Furnishings, at 235 Queen St. 

Taking over the quaint little space at 
221 Queen St. will be a very familiar face 
to many women in Port Perry. Jill Bra-
dley, owner of “Jillian’s At Home” will 
be expanding her business to a second 
location, opening a downtown location 
of her popular women’s clothing bou-

tique. Jillian’s currently works out of her 
beautiful Victorian home at the corner of 
Queen and Ella Street.

Patron’s of Thai’s Asian Bowl will 
be saddened to know that this popular 
eatery closed its doors on June 23. Thai 
hopes find another spot in Port Perry to 
open in the future.

Also a shock to most in the commu-
nity was the announcement that Jeff Reid 
is no longer associated with Reid’s Inde-
pendent. After 12 years serving the com-
munity, Jeff’s generosity will be missed.

Swinging out of town to the industri-
al area, we see Bernie Dereschewitz has 
opened Attersley Tire Services Inc. at 147 
North Port Rd.

It sounds as if there are more changes 
in the works, but it looks like that’s it for 
this month folks...! 

P
hoto by J. P

eter H
vidsten

C 

204 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2172

• European style Dutch Cakes
• Black Forest Cake
• Fresh Fruit Topped 
  Whip Cream Cakes

Custom All Occasion Cakes
Choose from many flavours and many 
styles or tell us your own unique idea. 
If you can think it, we can create it!
NEW!
Personalized Cake Design
We now have an edible photo image 
scanner/printer. Bring us your grad, 
wedding, or baby pictures etc. 
and we will put them on your cake!

Try our

• European style Dutch Cakes
• Black Forest Cake

SPECIALTY CAKES
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The regular Sunday evening “Concerts in the Park” series 
kicked-off on June 29 at the gazebo in Palmer Park and will 
continue through the summer months ending August  31st. 

A very interesting line up of excellent talent is in store for 
concert goers again this summer.  In July you will be enter-
tained by Alex Ingram and his Swing Tyme Band, Port Perry 
Seniors Choir, the Misfits – Keyboard and Guitar followed by 
Jeremy Smith and the Driftwood Players from Oshawa doing 
a Shakespeare drama in the park on July 20th.  Rounding out 
the month will be more of yesterday’s favourites with Alex 
and the Swing Tyme Melodies.

August is shaping up to be another great month with mu-
sic from the By Gone Days Return, the Uxbridge Community 
Concert Band, Favourites from the 40’s & 50’s, Outside the 
Line and closing off the season with the splendid melodies we 
loved and danced to years ago played by Alex and his Swing 
Tyme Melodies Band. 

Tell your friends, bring a lawn chair, grab a blanket take 
a trip under the stars through yesteryear.   Join us on Sun-
day evenings at the gazebo in Palmer Park beginning at 7 pm 
sharp!!  We look forward to seeing you there.    For further 
information please contact Alex Ingram at 905-985-8967.

Sunday concerts  
in the park return
to the lakefront

1 km N of Brooklin on Hwy #12
905-655-5866

and

SUMMER
SALE
NOW
ON

4” POTS
1.99 each

12” HANGING 
BASKETS
19.99 each

10” HANGING 
BASKETS

9.99 each

BOX
PLANTS

99¢ each

PERENNIALS
15% off

DECORATIVE
ACCESSORIES

25% off
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 More than 250 car enthusiasts 
attended the annual Classic Car 
Drive-in at Scugog Shores Muse-
um on June 14, raising $1,531.48 
for the museum. Pictured here 
are two of the many cars which 
took part in the event.

Photos courtesy Nancy Compton

Something Else…
Distinctive items available to you – on Queen Street West, Port Perry

Rediscover
Downtown Port Perry –

West of Perry Street!

P
er

ry
 S

tr
ee

t

Jo
h

n
 S

tr
ee

t

Inspirations

                                 Henshall’s         Kid’s Cupboard         Framer’s         Adorn         Petite Images         Genuine Article    

Doll Houses • Miniatures 
Collectables

PETITE IMAGES
233 Queen Street

905-985-6748

Sandals & Umbrellas
THE KID’S CUPBOARD

239 Queen Street
 905-985-7707

Original Stained Glass
circa 1840

THE GENUINE ARTICLE
223 Queen Street 

905-985-4672

Teaposy
ADORN

235 Queen Street 
905-985-5559

Washable Silk Shirts
HENSHALL’S 

CLOTHING & GIFTS
241 Queen Street

905-985-1965

Acrylic Entertainment Ware
INSPIRATIONS ON QUEEN STREET

246 Queen Street
905-985-9005

Framed Stamp
THE FRAMER’S GALLERY

237 Queen Street 
905-985-2543

Sea Shell Arrangement
YELLOW HOUSE
176 Perry Street 

905-982-0776

Y
el

lo
w

 H
o

u
se
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“Wow! 
This is a lot more than I expected.” 
It’s not unusual for Matthew Wilson 

to hear these words when he is giving 
visitors a guided tour of Precious Minds. 
But no matter how many times he hears 
it, the words remain music to his ears. 

He is quick to assure that he never 
tires of seeing the look of admiration on 
people’s faces as they learn more about 
the dedicated charitable organization 
he belongs to, which provides support 
to families who have children with dis-
abilities. 

But Matthew is also first to point out 
that Precious Minds is more than just a 
place for disabled children to stay while 
their parents are at work. It is also more 
than just a support group. 

He and his fellow devoted staff 
members at Precious Minds believe their 
facility is all about discovering each and 
every child’s inner strengths and ensur-
ing that all children, despite their barri-
ers, are provided with opportunities to 
grow and learn. 

As Matthew explains, Precious 
Minds is a place for disabled children 
to take part in new experiences that en-
courage interaction with other children. 
Along with gaining new experiences 
and developing new friendships, every 
child is granted the ability to learn new 
skills, including how to read, cook, clean 

and garden, and these skills are taught in 
ways that are both intriguing and edu-
cational. 

What proves to show over and over 
again, he explains, is that each new child 
gains a renewed sense of self-confidence 
as they take on new tasks and work to-
gether with one another. And proper 
socialization skills become a natural de-
velopment. 

However, while educational activi-
ties are always a component of the day’s 
agenda, having fun remains top priority.  
And immediately upon entering Pre-
cious Minds’ new Resource and Learn-
ing Centre and seeing the bright and 
colourful wall mural you can’t help but 
feel as if you are entering an entire new 
world of fun and excitement. 

Among the scattered books and toys, 

one realizes that the facility offers a place 
for disabled children to feel at ease dur-
ing playtime. As well, the remnants of 
craft projects and the collections of pho-
tos gracing the walls show that with ev-
ery fun activity, new talents are formed 
and opportunities are created. 

As you look around, you realize that 

this facility represents a beacon of hope 
for so many families. 

In fact, Matthew laughs as he insists 
that many children are often reluctant to 
leave Precious Minds at the end of the 
day. After spending the day engaged in 
all sorts of amusing activities and mak-
ing new friends, home time comes much 
too early! One mother even called it 
“heaven on earth” for her young daugh-
ter, as she refers to the friendly and wel-
coming staff and the cheerful children. 

Elisabeth Graham, Executive Direc-
tor, credits the feeling of acceptance and 
comfort that children experience when 
they start their sessions. And it is this 
positive environment, she explains, that 
keeps them yearning to come back year 
after year. 

Tracey Coveart, mother of Stepha-
nie Schofield, a participant in Precious 
Minds’ summer camp progam, says she 
was amazed at the total transformation 
in her daughter’s confidence and com-
fort level, especially in a new environ-
ment. As she joyously claims, after her 
and Stephanie’s first visit to Precious 
Minds and seeing all the toys and the 
gigantic playground, “Stephanie could 
hardly wait to join.“

On the way home in the car, Stepha-
nie wasn’t sure she would be able to 
wait the week-and-half before her ses-
sion started… this from a girl who rarely 

‘Wow’The
Precious Minds brings support to families  
with children who have barriers to learning  Factor

“Many children are reluctant 
to leave at the end of the day”

. . . Matthew Wilson
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leaves her mother’s side!”
An increased sense of confidence is 

only part of the experience at Precious 
Minds. Elisabeth claims the wonderful 
friendships that children make is one of 
the greatest rewards of her work. Mat-
thew also agrees. 

He smiles as he genuinely declares 
that the best feeling is when a family calls 
the facility for another child’s number so 
that play dates can be arranged outside 
of the facility. Elisabeth also adds that 
the friendships made exist not only be-
tween the children, but between parents, 
staff and children alike. 

And this communal friendship is 
what sets Precious Minds apart. As Elis-
abeth explains, there is a real sense of 
bonding and support that its members 
extend to all people affected by physical 
or developmental disabilities, including 
parents and siblings. Just as they ac-
knowledge a wide spectrum of disabili-
ties in children and the different needs 
each child requires, the staff at Precious 
Minds also understands the wide spec-
trum of people who feel the influence of 
a family mem-
ber’s disability. 

This ac-
knowledgement 
has resulted in 
the facility’s in-
clusion of sup-
port groups, 
such as “Coffee 
with Jan…” and 
“Parent Share,” which provides families 
with an opportunity to share with other 
families and professionals the successes 
and struggles they have endured. 

The support groups also enable par-
ents to meet with professionals and gain 
access to valuable information. 

For instance, if a family requires edu-
cational advice then they should take 
advantage of Precious Minds’ parent 
sessions which feature representatives 

from both the public and separate school 
boards who will discuss Individual Edu-
cation Plans (IEP’s) and provide updates 
on the current state of special education 
in schools. 

If a family is seeking financial advice, 
they may be pleased to know that Pre-
cious Minds is dedicated to providing 
financial assistance to families. This as-
sistance includes helping with the costs 
of assessment, specialized equipment, 
therapies and tutoring. Of course, if a 
family is simply looking for someone to 
listen to concerns and offer advice, the 
parent support groups offer that oppor-
tunity as well. 

The staff at Precious Minds encour-
ages parents to call and check in on up-
coming evening workshops which cover 
a range of topics, such as how to help 
children with reading and listening is-
sues or how to transition to a safe sum-
mer. 

And with summer in mind, parents 
should call and inquire about summer 
camp! Aside from their weekly “Break-
away” program, which take place on 

Saturdays and gives 
children the chance 
to engage in fun and 
educational activities 
such as gardening 
and cooking, Precious 
Minds is credited for 
their specialized sum-
mer camp programs. 

Their Blaze Sum-
mer Camp focuses on social skills, com-
prehension tasks, peer interaction and 
independence through activities that 
are customized to meet each individual 
child’s needs. Emphasis is placed on the 
importance of learning new skills from 
sports and fitness and other creative out-
lets such as music, arts and crafts. Each 
program is divided into adventure camp 
(for younger children) and youth camp 
and is offered for a week from 9 a.m. to 

4 p.m. 
Also, new this year is their one-week 

‘Leadership’ Modules, created for youth 
14 and older. The purpose behind these 
modules is to offer a program for older 
youth who have excelled beyond the 
basic learning activities that exist in the 
other summer camp programs. Older 
youth are granted the opportunity to 
build character through the develop-
ment of necessary workplace skills and 
the practice of healthy teamwork.  

And that really is what Precious 

Minds is all about, both Matthew and 
Elisabeth agree – encouraging team 
work. They and the rest of the staff be-
lieve in the possibilities that arise from a 
collection of people, with different skills, 
coming together to achieve new goals 
and create new opportunities. Every per-
son that becomes involved with their or-
ganization is praised for their individual 
uniqueness and their individual value 
and families are forever grateful for the 
compassion and acceptance that exists at 
Precious Minds. 

As one parent of a child with autism 
said, “Gratitude is the most difficult to 
articulate, especially when it is deep.” 
However, while gratitude may be diffi-
cult to express, it certainly shows on the 
faces of parents and children as they be-
come a part of Precious Minds. 

For more information on Precious 
Minds’ programs and support groups, 
please contact their Resource and Learn-
ing Centre, 21980 Hwy. #12, Sunderland; 
Telephone (905) 982-0882; Email admin@
preciousminds.com; Website www.pre-
ciousminds.com. 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

‘Wow’Factor
Friendships made exist  
not only between the  
children, but between 
parents, staff and children 
alike at Precious Minds.

“Children experience feeling 
of acceptance and comfort”

. . . Elisabeth Graham, Executive Director
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Summer Art Camp is back at Meta4 Contemporary Craft 
Gallery in Port Perry. Kids who love to draw, paint, sculpt, act 
and create have lots of opportunity to explore their creative 
side and develop their skills with professional artists. 

The summer starts with Fairies and Dragons, from July 1 
to 11. Four different artists will help kids interpret these mys-
tical, magical creatures with a variety of media, including 
sculpting, drawing and painting. 

From July 14 to 18, “Under the Sea” features instruction 
and experimentation with different visual art techniques, in-
cluding water colour and drawing, mixed media and acrylic 
on canvas. During the following week, July 21 to 25, “Focus 
on Photography” is sure to be a hit with kids who like to take 
all kinds of photos. Participants will make a pin-hole camera 
and learn different ways to manipulate photographs. 

Young would-be actors with big imaginations will enjoy 
“The Play’s the Thing”, where they will learn improv tech-
niques, character development and theatre arts. And for kids 
who like to think big, August starts off with “Funky Furnish-
ings.” Spend a week altering, sculpting and remodeling an 
existing piece of furniture for your room. This is an advanced 
level course for kids age 10 and up. 

Young writers, artists and actors can combine their skills 
during “Creative Characters”, which features mask making, 
puppetry, storytelling and dramatic arts. 

Finally, to wrap up the summer, Meta4 offers “Summer 
Grab Bag” from August 18 to 22. Each day a different artist 
will present a different project. Everything from electronic 
gizmos to mixed media self portraits is included. 

Most Art Camp weeks are suitable for ages 6 and older. 
All materials are included and programs take place in the stu-
dio in Meta4 Gallery.  For more information, contact Meta4 
Contemporary Craft Gallery by phone at 905-985-1534 or by 
email at info@meta4gallery.ca.  The Gallery is located at 200 
Queen Street in Port Perry and features original works by 
more than 100 Ontario artists within 100 miles.

Fabulous,fun art 
camps for kids  
at Meta4 Gallery

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

1 year powertrain warranty 
Good, reliable certified vehicles 

from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

Experience the Servicing 
Dealer difference. Not 
only will your trimmer 
be ready to use, but our 
friendly staff will make 
sure you know how to 
start it easily and use it 
safely. Plus, we service 
what we sell - guaranteed!

$14995
FS 38

Gas Trimmer

$$14995
LIMITED TIME ONLY

$21995
FS 45 C

Gas Trimmer

$$219$219$ 95
LIGHTWEIGHT & POWERFUL

$24995
FS 55 R

Gas Trimmer

$$249$249$ 95
PRICED TO SELL

Straight Shaft

®

Feature prices are in effect 
until July 31, 2008 at participating Dealers.

STIHL has over 900 authorized, servicing Dealers across Canada -
drop in and see your local Dealer today!

PP Print is now the NEW
Depot in Port Perry.

IF YOU HAVE A PARCEL
TO SHIP COME AND SEE US!

CANPAR STOPS AT
201 NORTH STREET DAILY.
Another way PP Print is working towards 

becoming your one stop Print Shop!
201 NORTH STREET
PORT PERRY, ONTARIO 
PH:  905.985.9755  
FAX: 905.985.0687 
www.ppprint.on.ca1974-2008

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years
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Diane’s love of
photography 
spans the globe

At the age of fifteen, Diane L. Lackie was given a camera as 
a gift from her father. And little did she know that small device 
would one day become her dearest companion, accompanying 
her on all sorts of expeditions. 

Whether she was climbing the Mayan ruins in Belize, chas-
ing wolves in Algonquin Park or touring the mines in Australia, 
Diane’s faithful camera propelled her into a whole new world of 
discovery and exploration.  

But despite all the exciting places she has been, Diane consid-
ers Port Perry home and she has for the past 25 years.

Her quaint house across from Port Perry High School is nes-
tled among sweeping trees and colourful gardens. In fact, this 
lush landscape often provides a canvas for Diane to shoot plenty 
of breathtaking nature pictures. And, as Diane claims, her gar-
den and the exotic flowers she grows in it have become a main 
theme in her portfolio.  

Now, sitting in her living room with her cat Chester cuddled 
up on her lap, Diane is surrounded by enormous piles of pho-
tographs. And, although it is difficult to believe that one person 
could have saved so many pictures, each and every one tells a 
unique story about her life. Even the framed photographs on the 
wall, whether taken by herself or collected from her travels, are 
sentimental memoirs of time passed. 

As she prepares for another upcoming expedition to Geor-
gian Bay, Diane reflects on her inspirations and the lessons she’s 
learned throughout her years as a photographer. 

While photography has always been an interest, teaching 
was Diane’s choice of career. After studying English and Theatre 
at McMaster University and then continuing her post-graduate 
studies at various institutions throughout her travels, including 
Oxford University, she started up the drama program at Port 
Perry High School. And while theatre may seem a far cry from 
photography, Diane credits both subjects of study as “forms of 
expression and art.” 

Through her experimentation with the camera, Diane real-
ized that slideshows proved to be useful in the classroom. “A 
picture really is worth a thousand words,” she explains. “I would 
co-ordinate slides 
with my teachings 
and the students 
responded well to 
the photographs.” 
She laughs as she 
adds, “they may not remember the lecture, but they always re-
membered the pictures.”  

But teaching was just the beginning for Diane. She would 
eventually use her talent to compete in four categories of pho-
tography; photojournalism, travel, colour projected images and 
nature. And, after publishing many of her photos in popular 
magazines, such as Hobby Farms, Hobby Farms Homes, Coun-
try Women and Dog Fancy, she would also go on to become a 
four star holder in colour photography. 

The accomplishments that lay ahead for Diane would be 
plenty. She would also receive awards for her stunning work in 
various photography contests, including the Venice Internation-
al Photo Contest where she would win for her piece “Comes the 
Bride.” But Diane admits her true passion was, and always will 
be, wildlife photography. 

Unfortunately, Diane explains, at the time when she was pur-
suing a job with Outdoor and Wildlife or National Geographic, 

 This photograph by Diane, “My Little Yellow Basket” won a contest in 
the U.S.A.  It has also been accepted at salons and has been published 
on school folders. The kitten is Diane’s cat “Chester” at 12 weeks of age, 
just days after he arrived in her home.

“A picture really is worth a
thousand words”... Diane Lackie

Please turn to page 29
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We see them throughout Scugog every year about this time... 
gigantic snapping turtles crossing highways, digging in the sand 
along the shoulder of roads and unfortunately far too often, 
crushed in the middle of a highway.

These giant turtles make their home in Lake Scugog and 
other muddy bodies of fresh water around the township, but are 
seldom seen until egg laying season.

Early June is when these ‘prehistoric -monsters’  (35  cm 
shells) venture away from the safety of their water habitat to find 
a suitable sandy spot to lay their eggs.

Females usually select sandy areas to dig nests. Riverbanks, 
shoulders of roads, driveways, and lawns are common sites. Up 
to 30 eggs are laid and covered with soil when finished. The tur-
tles then return to the safety of the lake.

A high percentage of turtle nests are destroyed by predators 
but the eggs that survive hatch in about 9-10 weeks. Upon hatch-
ing the young flounder their way to the protection of water. 

Snapping turtles have large powerful jaws which can inflict 
severe injury to anyone bitten. Caution should be taken around 
‘snappers’ as their large flexible neck can swing halfway back to 
their tail to grab any hands that try to pick them up. 

Best advice... just leave them alone!
The turtles photographed for this feature were taken on a 

lawn and driveway near Harbour Castle, just north of town.
By J. Peter Hvidsten

Focus on Scugog

FARM • RESIDENTIAL • AUTOMOBILE
COMMERCIAL • WATERCRAFT

Available Discounts Include: Multi-vehicle/Multi-policy/
New Home/Mature Driver (50+)/Retiree/Short Commute

Convenient monthly payment plans available.

For personal service and competitive rates, contact us at

Toll Free: 1-800-461-1468

Brown & Brethour
Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Proudly
representing

Sear
Tailoring &
Professional  
Alteration

905-982-1955
1869 Scugog St., Unit 4
Port Perry

16 Years Experience

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

 General Dentists: Dr. Kevin Dunkerley       Dr. Tushar Mahendra
Dr. Sandro Del Rosso     Dr. Meetu Mahendra

Orthodontist: Dr. Bob Boyko
        Periodontist: Dr. Farah Walji

Serving Port Perry for more than 28 years

462 Paxton St., Port Perry
Located across from the hospital 

in the Medical Associates building

905-985-8459

EVENING
APPOINTMENTS

AVAILABLE

New Patients & Emergencies Welcome
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Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

• Windows
• Doors
• Siding
• Sunrooms

Did you know…
ACUPUNCTURE
is available right here in Port Perry.

Treat the following ailments:
~ stress & tension
~ pain management
~ sciatic nerve
~ carpal tunnel
~ insomnia
~ allergies    

…  and many more

Complimentary Consultation
Call Susanne 905 244 4336
1894 Scugog Street, (Food Basics Plaza)
Port Perry
Mondays, Tuesdays & !ursdays 8am - 8pm by appointment only.

Susanne Schmid
A!"#"$!%"&'(%

A
C
U
P
U
N
C
T
U
R
E

Healing PointsHealing Points
Acupuncture

Big hearts pedal the
big bike for charity
 The Heart & Stroke ‘Big Bike’ rolled into 
Port Perry on June 4 and a number of lo-
cal businesses and groups jumped aboard 
to pedal for the Heart & Stroke Foundation. 
Pictured here are employees of Canplex Pro-

for Heart & Stroke. Total raised in Port Perry 

Brush your teeth twice a day.

Floss your teeth daily.

Eat plenty of healthy foods.

Visit Port Perry Dental Centre 
twice a year.

Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr.  J. Hardy
Dr. C. Banfield
Dr.  J. Isenberg 
Dr.  D. Galatanu
Dr.  G. Gales
Dr.  Edward King
Orthodontist
Dr.  Thomas McIntyre
Periodontist

905-985-8451
238 Queen St., Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

PORT PERRY
DENTAL CENTRE
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D  - Did you know that 
in the event of a major emergency 
within the Township of Scugog,  it is 
the responsibility of each individual 
or family to ensure they are able to 
take care of their own basic needs for 
the first 72 hours of the emergency. 
The reasoning being, this allows mu-
nicipal staff and officials the required 
time to concentrate on effectively re-
sponding to any emergency from the 
critical onset.
 In other words... be prepared. Be ready 
to take care of yourself if any major emer-
gency were to fall upon our township, at 
least for three days.  

D - One of the largest 
birds to inhabit areas around Scugog 
Township and Lake Scugog is the 
Great Blue Heron. This majestic bird 
has a wingspan of about six feet and 
grows to  about four feet tall. It is also 
able to swallow a fish many times 
wider than its narrow neck. While 
the Great Blue Heron feeds mainly on 
small fish, it also eats insects, crayfish, 
snakes and frogs.
 Keep an eye out. “Old Cranky”, as 
this large heron is sometimes called,  can 
be found wading in the shallow waters 
or skimming just feet above Lake Scugog 
throughout the summer months.

Did You Know?

D - The cost of jump-
ing into a taxi cab has increased by a 
‘buck’ for the first full kilometer of a 
trip. Scugog council endorsed new 
taxi fares for the township’s four taxi 
companies last month,  increasing the 
base price rise from $3.67 to $4.68. In 
addition they also approved a bump 
of six cents for each tenth of a kilom-
eter, up from 14¢ to the new 20¢.
 Those using taxis will no doubt be 
troubled by the increases, but it must be 
remembered that this is the first hike in 
fares in almost 20 years. And with gas 
increasing almost every day, there’s not 
much left for the cab owners. 
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SCUGOG HOCKEY LEAGUE GOLF 2008 TOURNAMENT
FRIDAY JUNE 20 @ OAKRIDGE GOLF COURSE

DONATIONS, PRIZES & ITEMS FOR SILENT AUCTION

Mike Adam  
Elizabeth Arden 
Ashland
Steve Barron
Cameron’s Coffee
Campkins’ Camping Centre
Die-Max Tool& Die Ltd.   
J & D Trucking  
Joe Faria
Focus on Scugog
Framer’s Gallery

Henshall’s
Great Blue Heron Casino                                                                                              
Inspirations on Queen 
Street  
Shawn Lackie               
Lake Scugog Lumber
Luke’s For Home             
Mississaugas of 
Scugog Island First Nations                                                                         
Mike Meatheral 
Observer Publishing

  Over Her Shoulder                                                                                            
  Don Randall        
  Reid’s Independent
  John Scott           
  Rob Scott         
  Rick Sheehey   
  Shoppers Drug Mart   
  Ron Sorley
  Brian Stephen   
  T & C Enterprises  
  Dr. Darryl Workman                                                                                             

                             Thanks to all the hole sponsors (63 in all!!),             
               prize donators and golfers for supporting 
Port Perry Hospital, Big Brothers/Sisters and Scugog Commu-
nity Care. Thanks to Rob Murray of Original Six Memorabilia 
for the setting up his Silent Auction and donating proceeds to the 
cause. We should raise at least $15,000 for these worthwhile 
causes.Thanks to the following people for their help with the 
golf tournament: Marg Ayres, Ed Olsen, Todd Wilbur, Shawn 
Lackie, Carl Fitzgerald and Ritchie Lefort. Thanks to our Hole 
Contest Volunteers: Katie, Sharon, Margie, Kelly, Carolyn, 
Cathy, Erin and Kristina. 

A.M.G. Services
Brock’s
Brooks Feed Store
C.A.W. Local 222 
Cedar Creek Contracting
The  CG & B Group
Churchill Contracting
Doug Clark Plumbing & 
Mechanical Co. Ltd.
Claremont Landscaping
Clear Water Pool & Spas
Coldwell Banker: Ralph Fairman
Compton Communications
Cnim Elevators
Dalray Contracting

Dana’s Goldsmithing
Die-max Tool & Die Ltd.
Durham Tree Movers & Sales
Eastside Mario’s North Whitby
Fitzgerald Auto Service
Foundation Financial
Goreski’s Insulation
Great Canadian Meat Company
Gus Brown Pontiac Buick: Mike Adam
Homestead Furniture    
Hope Brothers Masonry                 
Investors Group              
JB Country Homes
J.F. Construction
Kate’s Photography 
Lafarge  

Lake Scugog Lumber
Stephen Lee Contracting                                                                      
Marigold Travel
Menzies Chrysler
Mississaugas of Scugog Island 
First Nation
Jack Monsma Electric
Mortgage Intelligence
Nortel Networks
David Pearce Bath and Kitchen 
Pehleman Custom Bailing
Port Perry Auto Glass
Port Perry Marina
Port Perry Optical
Port Perry Printing
Progressive Electric
D. Randall Industrial Electric Inc.

Red Leaf Landscaping
San-Man Motel
Scott Property Maintenance
Scugog Moving & Storage
Scugog Pest Control
Shawn Lackie: Mincom Millenium
Shepstone Haulage
Standard Electric
The Callery Group
The Window Store
Tybren Contracting
Van Camp Contracting
Van Camp & Keller  
Watserv Managed Services   
Wisewood Homes
W.O. Insurance Brokers
Woodtech Custom Cabinets

2008 Tournament Hole Sponsors:

SCUGOG HOCKEY
LEAGUE
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Dragon Boats invade Scugog

Marion Martin, president of the Dragon Flies, 
with one of the dragon heads off a boat.

Members of the Rhythm Connection from Port Perry  whoop it up before a race. From left, Kellie Townson, 
Sue Shepherd, Diana Manning, Joan Mountford, Karren Collins, Teresa Wilson, Caitlin Krempowich.

Canterbury Silver Dragons give the ‘thumbs up’ as 
they head to the starting line.

 Port Perry’s waterfront was invaded 
by thousands of people Saturday, June 
21 to watch, cheer and take part in the 
4th annual Dragon Boat Festival.
 Fifty-two teams, comprising of 1,300 
paddlers, competed throughout the day 
raising more than $102,000. Palmer Park 
was turned into a colourful ‘tent city’ and 
downtown Port Perry was busy all day 
with supporters and competitors.
 One of the highlights of the event is 
the participants waving of pink carnations 
along the shore and the release of white 
doves in memory of those who have lost 
their lives to breast cancer.

 The highest pledge donor team was 

individual pledge donor was Sabina 
Thompson of the Canterbury Silver Drag-
ons from Port Perry. 
 Local teams winning gold medallions 
in their respective divisions included Dur-
ham College School of Justice, Trading 
Post Ladies, ER Strokers, NRG Drag-
onboat Team, Strokers, Shortt Strokes, 
Save the TaTa’s, Spirit of Emanuel, 
Scugog Scullers, and Canterbury Silver 
Dragons.
 The Festival has become one of the 
town’s most popular summer events.

PHOTOS BY
JONATHAN VAN BILSEN
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1. Something I use everyday?

2. Your favourite hobby or 
pass time?

3. Your favourite home-cooked meal?

4. My favourite toy growing up?

5. What person do you admire and would 
like to meet?

‘for the record’

for the record...

6. One thing you would never give up?

7. Your favourite artist and favourite 
song of all time?

 
   teacher or person?

9. Your favourite “sweet treat”?

10. Your favourite pet?
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183 Casimir St.
Port Perry, On

905.982.0629

“Come check out 
   our colourful summer line up”

www.overhershoulder.com

143 Perry St., Port Perry
905-982-1143

Specializing in bra 

UP
TO

Casual • Business • Special Occasion

Visit us at our NEW LOCATION!
197 Queen St., Port Perry  
905-985-0143

OFF

Family Fashion Feature

At Home

CELEBRATING OURTENTH ANNIVERSARY

Upstairs
SALE

1/2 PRICE
OR LESS

Watch for our second location 
on Queen Street downtown 

Port Perry beside the 
Piano Cafe opening 

July 2008.

OPEN:
Tuesday -
Saturday
9:30 - 5:30

94 Ella Street
(corner of Queen

& Ella)
905-985-5028
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Rotary gearing up 
for Aquarama ‘08

After having to cancel 
Aquarama last summer, due 
to low water and heavy weed 
conditions in Lake Scugog, 
the Rotary Club is rarin’ to 
bring back the popular event 
this summer.

Organizers have set Sun-

day, August 17th as the day 
for Aquarama 2008, with a 
goal of raising more than 
$10,000 for their various char-
ities.

Now all they need is rid-
ers, and the club is hoping to 
see a large number of teams 
register.

Teams consist of five rid-
ers and compete against the 
clock on a short course in 
front of Palmer Park.

Personal watercraft and 
life vests are provided by Port 
Perry Marina once again this 
year.

No experience is neces-
sary for this fun event.

If you’d like to register a 
team contact Elgin Knopp at 
905-985-2212 or any member 
of the Rotary Club.

  

Keep your

current phone

number!

Bundle and save every month!

Great satellitebuyback
offers!

Introducing
AQUAGRANTIQUE
Exclusive Canadian Dealer.

Dramatically different and 
easily maintained and durable   |   no porous-very dense   |   soft to the touch   |   non reactive to chemicals and acids   |   heat resistent   |   stunning décor possibilities adding that finishing touch.

Slate, Hanstone, Caesar Stone, Granite, Marble & Corian

Visit our showroom: Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri 8-4:30
www.soapstoneontario.com

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stoufville

905-640-6213
(toll free) 1-866-421-4425

non porous-very dense non reactive to chemicals and acids heat resistant

Stouffville
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Life On The Lake

 If we were all plants, we would all be ecstatically happy 

the praises of such an initially cool, liquid spring.  But we 
-

 All that water run-through certainly has been good for 

-

only 2.3 meters.   Good water clarity means that there is a 
low level of suspended solids ... either the tiny algae parti-

Instead of its usual green, the water was blue/brown; the 
brown from natural tannin from the marshes to the south.

-

of Kawartha Conservation believes that early explosive 

up and stored many of the problem plant nutrients in the 
water  thus preventing some of the normal suspended al-
gae growth.  
 Others believe that the cause of the clarity is the pro-
liferation of Zebra mussels.  But, Zebra mussels require 

-

caused by a big reduction in boat use which normally stirs 
up the bottom. Unfortunately, water clarity actually brings 
more weeds as sunlight can then reach the bottom and 

-

Last year, with the early big water drop; the weeds had 

stable, but as always ... properties still need to be priced 
right!”  It is his belief that factors such as high gas prices 
are a more important detriment to demand for properties in 

pleased with what they have encountered so far this sum-

      “We were really hurt last 

and of course the dead carp 

Conference and hopefully we 
will begin to see some change 
in the way it is maintained.  

of focus on what we all should 
do.” 

      All in all, positive responses from the community.  It 
appears that there are many, many more good years left in 

Let’s get out there and enjoy it once again after 
the “perfect storm” that was 2007!

Make a date with the Lake!

THREE THINGS EVERYONE CAN DO 
THIS YEAR FOR THE LAKE

into  stormwater culverts and then feed the growth 

products such as composted yard waste or manure, 

their nutrients available to plants.

2 Use household and personal soaps and cleaners that 
are free of phosphates and meant for environmentally 
sensitive areas.

-
water runoff, construction, shorelines, private septic 
systems and lagoons.
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1. A healthy conventional, or secondary wastewater treatment 
leaching bed will discharge this into the groundwater table:

 a. Nutrients that help plants grow, including lake weeds
 b. Almost clear water
 c. Bacteria
 d  Bacteria and nitrogen

       septic tanks, they ...
 a. Reduce the water going out to the leach 

 b. Are a nuisance because they clog
  easily and need cleaning often.

 d. Their malfunction is an indication of sep-
tic system mismanagement.

3. All septic systems:
 a. Are not bothered by water softener salt 

discharge.
 b. Are not bothered by  the use of germicidal 

soaps and cleaners.
 c. Are not bothered by garborator dis-

charge
 d. Need regular stimulant treatments like Septo-bac
 e. Are injured by high volumes of water 

 a. Push more water through it
 b. Completely dig it out and replace it
 c. install a new technology, tertiary system in the tank
 d. call a company to ream out the pipes
 e. Do not use the bed for several years so that it might heal 

itself 
5. Your septic tank should be pumped out every:
 a. 5 years
 b. 3 years
 c. year
 d. only when there is a problem
6. The average person adds this much water per day to the septic 

system:
 a. 100 gallons
 b. 50 gallons
 c. 200 gallons
7. Which of these is capable of  travelling long distances from your 

 a. nitrogen as ammonia or nitrates 

 b. phosphorus
 c.  bacteria
 d. stabilized chlorine and other water soluble chemicals

 septic system needs:
 a. The Township Building Department
 b. A  pumper
 c.  The Durham Region Health Department
 d. A contractor
9.    Ideally for the lake, private septic systems should:
 a. Be placed more than 100 ft. from the waters edge.
 b. Be a tertiary treatment system that removes nutrients.

and the lake. 
 d. Be well maintained and be protected from chemicals.
 e. Be re-inspected regularly
10. A septic tank pump-out now costs approximately:
  a. $300   
  b. $175
  c. $225

marks.  A total mark of ten makes you a septic system expert.  A 
mark of less than 5 suggests you might take advantage of the Lake 
Stewards’ Septic System Catalogue of information found in refer-
ence at the Scugog Memorial Library.

Country living 101
The Great Scugog Septic System Knowledge Test 

 Those of us who live in the country have to have an extra knowledge set over our city friends.  Scugog Township relies totally on 
the environment to take care of its septic wastes whether that be in the real country or in the town of Port Perry.   The environment is 
capable of managing that but needs mindful management and knowledge to ensure it continues to function well.  In addition, since 
Walkerton, the protection of ground and surface water is a priority of the provincial government.  Changes in the building code will 

Answers     
Question 1, a and b, Many  new technology,  tertiary treatment 
systems  remove most of the phosphorus and a portion of the 
nitrogen. Bacteria is generally destroyed within six feet of the 
septic bed unless the system is malfunctioning.  Question 2, 
c and d;   Question 3, e - every one of these is not good for 
septic systems. Question 4, b,c and actually e.   Question 
5, b. Question 6, a.   Question 7, a and b.   Question 8, c 
The Durham Region Health Department is the best place to get 
septic system knowledge.  Question 9, a,b,c,d,e every one of 
these items is important to protect the lake.  Question 10, c, 
or $225.
Another course of action is to book an appointment with the 
Well Wise group mentioned on the next page.  Their free,  totally 

well, but your septic system, and much more.
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Both new and old time country residents often take their 
wells for granted and do not know who to call if they have 

questions or need repairs. This story is for them. 

FREE SERVICES AVAILABLE TO ALL WELL OWNERS    
How well is your well?  
    Everyone knows that the Re-
gion Health Department located 
right in the Scugog Township of-

-
teria,  free of charge.  They re-
commend bacterial testing once 
a month, especially in the spring 
when runoff sometimes causes 
problems.  Regular bacteria test-
ing is step one in good well man-
agement.
    Step two is to book a free, 

-
tial well health analysis by the 
staff of the Well Wise Resource 
Centre. (905) 983-9911.  You 
will be amazed at how thorough 
they are in their discussions with 

-
sessment of not only your well, 
but also your septic system and 
other landscape details that may 
affect the quality or quantity of 
your well water.

  Another choice is to drop in to their attractive storefront infor-
mation centre on Main Street in Orono or check out their great 
website www.wellwise.ca   At the Centre, you can discuss wells 
with their knowledgeable staff, see a number of demonstrations 
about how wells work, and pick up a wide range of extremely 
useful handouts including the booklet “Well Aware: A guide to 
caring for your well and protecting your family’s health.”  
    As a third step, you might want to take advantage of some of 
their other services.   You can purchase from the Centre a num-
ber of additional soil and water testing packages should there 

solvents, metals, minerals and salts or pesticides.
    Finally you can get from them, or from the Ontario Ground 
Water Association (www.ogwa.ca), a list of licenced water pro-
fessionals that you can call to drill a new well or get mainte-
nance, repair, decommissioning or other work done on your 
well.

“When the well’s dry we know the worth of water.”
  Benjamin Franklin   

   

 Unfortunately most people wait until they have a big problem 
to call to get help. (It is estimated that up to 89% of wells in On-
tario are in need of some repair.)  A lot of this procrastination is 
because homeowners don’t know who to call, fearing expensive 
quotes for repair services or even for a consultation.  That is the 

out if there are funding programs you qualify for with your well. 

promoting the best practice of leaving a setback from your well 
and protecting the area around it.
    This free service for farmers offers a complimentary water test, 
a resource package and a short assessment of your well to give 
suggestions for improvement.
    The second purpose of the Well Wise Resource Centre is to 
educate well owners about the need to properly de-commission 
old, unused wells.  There are 750,000 private wells in Ontario 
and possibly 500,000 more that have been abandoned or are un-
used.  These wells pose a safety hazard and they are a conduit 
for surface pollutants to enter the communal aquifers. 

     You are legally responsible for unused and unmaintained 
wells on your property.  Hired professionals, licenced by  the Min-
istry of the Environment will ensure that it is plugged and sealed 
properly.  There are funds to help you do this important work.

THE NATURE OF MUCH OF THE WATER IN SCUGOG
     Living in Scugog means normally that you have very hard 
water, but you may also have iron and/or sulphur problems. Iron 
turns water brown especially if chlorine bleach is used, dulling 
white clothes and staining sinks and toilets. The presence of 

sulphur bacteria combined. These bacteria are not harmful to 
humans but they cause unattractive brown slime in toilet tanks 
and unpleasant odours. Water analysis by a credited laboratory 
will pinpoint your problem and Well Wise can point you in the 
right direction to cure it. 
    The secret to good, uncontaminated well water is knowledge.  

shock it and then ignore it.

Are you well savvy?

Editors note:  A country gardener once showed me what 
she thought was a wonderful way to get rid of leftover toxic 
garden liquids.   She pointed to an uncapped pipe sticking 
out of the ground which she didn’t know much about.  There 
was no question that it was the casing of an old drilled well.  
Her theory was that the deep earth would take care of it, 
little realizing that the pipe would be a direct connection with 
her own working well and that of her neighbours and that 
many chemicals travel long distances in groundwater and 
will pollute with only tiny quantities present.

Technical Advisor, Dr. Mary  
Jane Conboy talking wells at 
the Well Wise Resource Centre 
in Orono.

Iron bacteria, an extremely common bacteria in water containing iron, seen 
staining the shoreline of the lake looking very much like oil contamination.
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  Will we ever forget? 

IMPORTANT DATA ABOUT THE LAKE FROM THIS STUDY

 The good news:  

 FISH DIE-OFF RESPONSE PROTOCOL
 •
 •  

The big carp die-off
2007 Revisited:

22  FOCUS - JULY 2008   

This issue of “Life on the Lake” was a gift to Scugog Lake Stewards Inc. from the 

 Baagwating Community Association 
 

We are all extremely grateful for their continuing generosity 
To contact the Scugog Lake Stewards to obtain information about the lake or join, call (905) 985-2263,bkarthein@yahoo.ca 
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Dear Editor
 It was heartwarming to read of people concerned 
in the world of wildlife. As a retired Ontario hydro 
employee, I would like to clarify why Hydro One 

eggs) thus upsetting some Island residents.
 If Osprey nests are built on transmission 
poles where the three lines of wire are 
close together, the birds with their wide 
wing span can be electrocuted.

-
ing their nests, the wings touch two 
of the wires, the electric current 
passes through the birds caus-
ing death. Hydro One tries to 

pose this immediate danger.
 Ospreys need high platforms away from dangerous wires 

Ron Acheson
Scugog Island

Removing Osprey nests necessary

FOCUS ON SCUGOG
always welcomes letters to the editor

Drop us a line anytime to: focus@observerpub.ca

Dear Peter,
 A huge ‘thank you’ and ‘kudos’ to you and your wonderful 
staff at Focus on Scugog -
tion in our community!  

points of Scugog and surrounding area--precisely capturing the 
happenings and issues important to our community.
 We at the Port Perry Villa are especially pleased with the 

Focus on Scugog -

part of for nearly 30 years.  

-
tation Centre on Water Street just because they saw us in your 

-

of the magazine.  
 Congratulations and thank you once again.

Liz Auston,
Marketing Manager

Port Perry Villa
MORE LETTERS ON PAGE  39

Appreciates coverage provided by Focus

WE’RE GOING TO
THE GAMES!

www.highlandsofdurhamgames.com

1.888.253.5552

JULY25-27
ELGIN PARK

U X B R I D G E

A BIT OFSCOTLAND INYOUR OWN BACKYARD

MASSED BANDS
HIGHLAND DANCE

CAR AND DOG SHOWS
KIDS PAVILLION

LIVESTOCK
LIVE MUSIC WITH
POOR ANGUS &
TARTAN TERRORS

ORGANIC FACIAL
ORGANIC MANICURE
ORGANIC PEDICURE

Regular $175.00

Summer Special: $150.00

Health & Beauty SpaHealth & Beauty Spa

at

Summer 
Special

Hours:  Monday - Wednesday & Friday  9:30-6;  
Thursday  9:30-8;    Saturday  9-5

56 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-7727

 www.lakewindsspa.ca
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 Tammy Fleming, one of many volunteers in last month’s “Relay For 
Life” bends over to light one of the hundreds of luminaires placed around 
the track in memory of loved ones who have survived or died of cancer.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

Survivors of cancer, friends and family marched around the track at Port Perry fairground with a large banner inscribed with hundreds of names.

Relay for Life
Tammy MacIssac-Horvath is a cancer        survivor, 

who along with hundreds of others, converged upon the Port 
Perry Fairgrounds on June 14 for the fourth annual Canadian 
Cancer Society’s North Durham Relay for Life.

Emotions were understandably high as family, friends and 
survivors pitched tents, walked, talked and reminisced through-
out the evening. Making the lighting of the ‘luminars’ even more 
dramatic than normal, the heavens opened dropping sheets of 
rain, while thunder cracked and Scugog experienced one of the 
wildest lightning shows this summer.

But even this most vicious of storms couldn’t dampen the 
enthusiasm of the Relay’s participants. Following is Tammy’s 
account of the emotional event...

MY HEART ON MY SLEEVE
Sharing smiles and tears a cancer  
survivor’s Relay for Life experience

The Canadian Cancer Society’s North Durham Relay for Life 
is an event many cancer survivors and their loved ones look for-
ward to for many reasons... the kinship and camaraderie shared 
amongst survivors, the amazing Survivor’s Victory Lap and the 
emotional ‘luminary ceremony’. 

From the moment you arrived you knew this was going to 
be a special event where everyone was on the same path with 
the same purpose and all are ultimately there for the same rea-
son… to eradicate cancer. 

It’s an event where hearts run on overdrive and are worn 
on our sleeves. It’s a place where no one feels alone or scared; 
a place to be joyful and a place where a survivor is celebrated, 
not pitied; a place where one feels safe to share their stories and 
their tears and know the person next to you not only under-
stands but has lived it too. 

How happy and proud I felt during the survivor’s lap even 
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Cancer survivors celebrate life
though I was teary eyed and so moved 
by the love, support and cheers of the 
participants lining the track. Forty 
teams were involved this year, in-
cluding members of the councils from 
Scugog, Brock and Uxbridge town-
ships. All endured late evening thun-
dershowers with a smile and sense of 
humour. 

The theme of this year’s event 
was  “Celebrate, Remember and Fight 
Back”. Each aspect of this theme in-
cluded a corresponding ceremony; 
with Fighting Back perhaps being the 
most empowering aspect of Relay 
For Life this year. It was a ceremony 
where participants were encouraged 
to pledge to make a healthy lifestyle 
change against cancer. They were then 
asked to sign a banner in regard to 
their pledge and take a small flag to 
serve as a symbol and a reminder of 
that promise. 

This was profound in that it en-
couraged participants to realize you 
don’t celebrate, remember and fight 
back just during the short 12 hours of 
the relay… it’s really about the hope 
you take with you and a goal you chal-
lenge yourself to achieve everyday.

Relay For Life is an event filled to 
the brim with smiles and tears, stories 
and hugs, memories and laughter and 
a common cause. This year’s event 
raised more than $90,000 in the fight 
against cancer. Those that were there 
for the first time stated it was noth-
ing less than awesome; it really was a 
magical event for those of us touched 
by this disease. 

If you’ve never been to the Relay 
For Life, I strongly encourage you to 
pencil it in for next year, either by en-
tering a team for the inspiring 12 hour 
relay, becoming a sponsor or dropping 
by to experience the opening ceremo-
nies and survivor’s victory lap. 

I challenge and encourage readers 
to become involved in this terrific com-
munity event. Your support and par-
ticipation is invaluable and so appre-
ciated. It’s the ultimate pajama party 
camp-out; filled with bingo, karaoke, a 
silent auction and much more! 

I’m looking forward to seeing you 
there next year… let’s spend the night 
together!

by Tammy MacIssac-Horvath
Special to Focus on Scugog

Relay for Life
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PARTS SERVICE MAINTENANCE    CLEANING SALES  ACCESSORIES

SUMMER

 • engine repairs
• front end brakes

• cylinder heads
• intake gaskets

139 Reach Industrial Park Rd.,
Unit #2, Port Perry

905-982-0500

Elliot
Automotive

Repairs to all
makes and models

ELLIOT AUTOMOTIVE
Mark Elliot grew up in Port Perry watch-
ing and helping his father work on all 
kinds of automobiles, so it was natural 

-
motive business.
Mark, who is a licensed mechanic, opened 
Elliot Automotive six years ago in the 
Reach Industrial Park and has been 
providing full automotive service to all 
makes of cars since that time.
He has earned the trust of his customers 
by providing honest, reliable repairs and 
service at an affordable price.
Give Mark a try today... 
                     drop by Elliot Automotive.

With more than 30 years of experience
in the auto repair business, Martin and 
Daren Jones of M&R Autobody continue 
to be on the edge of new innovations.
Despite jokingly saying “we can’t get 
any greener,” they recently completed 
installation of a new state-of-the-art 
paint system – spray booth and water-
bourne – which allows them to match 
manufacturers paint colours. By meeting 
the latest government regulations they 
are doing their part to make a greener 
Scugog.
Anyone wanting to see or discuss this 
new painting system, just drop by and 
Martin or Daren will be more than happy 
to show it to you.

M
&

R 
 A

u
to

b
o

d
y

       Daren                 Martin

905-985-8592
13701 Hwy. 12, Port Perry

www.m-rautobody.com

M&R AUTOBODY

Collision Repair
Classic Restoration

Custom Performance

PORT PERRY AUTO WRECKERS
Since 1965 Port Perry Auto Wreckers
is one of the cleanest recyclers in Cen-
tral Ontario. “The environment is always 
at the top of our priorities” says Daryl 
Leatherdale second generation owner.
Not only do we recycle vehicle parts, but 
we recycle anti-freeze, engine oils and 
fuels as well.  We recover fuels which help  
to keep our yard equipment operating. If 
we do not use the fuels, we recover and 
recycle through government approved 
transporters to ensure proper disposal.
PPAW is a member of the Pinnacle Yard 
Management, this enables us to access 
a computerized network to thousands of 
yards across North America.
Next time you are in need of vehicle parts 
visit Port Perry Auto Wreckers. Come see 
the changes we’ve made.

Self Serve 
Part Program

U Pull U Save

PORT PERRY AUTO WRECKERS
2831 Highway 7A, Blackstock

3 miles east of Port Perry
905-986-4281 • 1-877-343-3336

www.portperryauto.com

Come with your own tools and take off
what you need at a discounted price!
Port Perry Auto Wreckers offers new
and used arts for all vehicles, and vari-
ous extended warranty packages.

Hours: Mon - Fri: 8am - 5pm
NOW OPEN SAT: 9am - 1pm

Closed Sun & Holidays
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to 18-year old Thomas Morrison of 
Port Perry High School. His dreams of making 
the Canadian Olympic team edged closer last 
month after he won the 1,500 metre race at  
the Central Regionals at York University. Our 

readers will probably remember Thomas from an 
article featured in Focus last December.

- To the new “Biosak” Compostable Brown 
Bags which break down and leak far before you can 
get them out of your composter. 

Possibly earlier bags were a little slow in 
breaking down, but it would be nice to 
be able to pull these new bags out of the 
composter before they start to disinte-
grate. We’re hearing that people who 
previously bought into composting are now starting to withdraw 
from the program due to the mess and smell.

- to members of the Port Perry Artist’s Associ-
ation who have provided free art supplies to the residents 
of the Community Nursing Home. Also to Pam Henshall 

and her mother Jean who, without fanfare, volunteer their time 
to assist these ‘budding artists’ with their new found talents.

- To John Pellis who fell and broke his ankle 
last month while taking pictures during 
Canoe the Nonquon. Although in pain, the 

feisty 77 year-old Compton Cable TV photogra-
pher continued to shoot pictures of the racers 
while sitting on the side of the road waiting for 
the ambulance. Talk about dedication to the job! 
Heal quickly John, we already miss you.

- to the mess being created along Water 
St. across from the ball park where water has been  
puddling for the past couple of months. The puddle is 

creating a danger for pedestrians who have to jump to avoid 
being splashed and for drivers who are swerving around the  
wet spot. This situation needs immediate attention!

- to Reid’s Independent for their concern and 
commitment to the environment. The local grocer has set 
up bins to collect and recycle the plastic garden pots and 

This is a great service for the community and helps save all that 
-

sible at the Independent! (submitted)

- One of our readers asked us to give a 
‘thumbs down’ to the driver of a car who hit a female 
turtle on 7A Hwy. and left her 
badly injured and upside down 

to die. We agree this is unfortunate 
and would urge drivers to keep their 
eyes open for these slow moving 
monsters of Lake Scugog.

PROPERTY OWNERS AWARENESS

      KEN REINHARDT
Proud Member of Our Township’s Property Standards and 
Committee of Adjustment, and Fence Viewing Committee
PMB PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE BROKERS INC.

“ Securing Your Best Interest ” ®
204 Casimir St., Port Perry - 905-985-4029

Enjoying 30 Years of Mortgage Lending 
throughout Durham Region and Beyond

Your Property, Your Lot Line
The Township of Scugog often receives 

many inquiries regarding the property 
lot lines separating neighbours. There 
are things that you should be aware of 
regarding these lot lines. 

If you or your neighbour are intending on building a 
fence,  Provincial Legislation permits that fence to go 
directly onto the lot line and becomes the responsibility 
of the person who installed it. That same legislation does 
not permit anyone to arbitrarily remove a fence unless they 
installed it, or it is in such disrepair that it requires removal 
or replacement. 

Because of this it is always better to speak with your 
neighbour before installing fences.  You may also call the 
Township Municipal Law Enforcement Office (905-985-7346) 
if you have any other concerns over fencing.

Draining water from your property directly to this lot line 
is also not permitted, as this will inevitably permit the 
water to be easily drained onto your neighbour’s property.

Shut and Lock 
Your Doors and 
Windows

Thumbs
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POW WOW
MISSISSAUGAS OF SCUGOG ISLAND

12th Annual 

Get set for one of the most colourful and exciting 
events of the summer as the Mississaugas of Scugog 
Island hold their 12th Annual traditional Pow Wow.

For early risers, the event gets underway at 
5:30 a.m. on both July 19, and 20 with the traditional 
“Sunrise Ceremony.”

The Scugog Island Pow Wow has grown tremen-
dously over the past decade and organizers are once 
again expecting large crowds.

This spiritual ceremony begins with everyone 
seated in a circle, while the Elders provide teachings 
about their sacred medicines – tobacco, sage, cedar 
and sweetgrass.

Also part of the ceremony is the sharing circle 
where an eagle feather is passed around the circle 
and participants are given the opportunity to speak. 

The next public event is the Grand Entry, which 
gets underway about 12:30 p.m. both days.

Visitors to the Scugog Island Pow Wow can ex-
perience many traditional native dances and drum 
groups, and also enjoy browsing through more than 
30 native craft displays and booths.

Last year, more than 4,000 people attended the 
Mississaugas of Scugog Island Pow Wow over the 
two days, to see more than 160 dancers and 13 drum 
groups perform, dressed in traditional regalia.

To help the public better understand the event, 
a Master of Ceremonies will announce the different 
drum groups and their songs, various dancers and 
their type of dance. He will also inform visitors when 
they can not take pictures.

Out of courtesy, visitors are requested to ask per-
mission before taking a picture of someone in their 
regalia. 
General admission for the public is $5.00. 
Seniors and children under 12 years of age is $2.00.

Saturday & Sunday
July 19 - 20, 2008

22521 Island Road, Port Perry
(approx. 1 km N of Great Blue Heron Casino)

Sunrise ceremony both mornings  •  Grand Entry - 12 Noon

 Everyone 
  Welcome!

ALL DAY BREAKFAST

Bad Dave
TOWING • SNOW PLOWING

WE BUY SCRAP CARS 
AND TRUCKS

Bad Dave

Residential & Commercial
Machinery Moving

24 HOUR SERVICE

905-260-3283

Be
stW

ishesfrom

Scugog Memorial 
Public Library

231 Water St., Port Perry  
905-985-7686

Thanks for 
inviting Scugog to experience 

your 12th Mississauga Pow Wow!

www.maplemoonwebdesign.com 
info@maplemoonwebdesign.com

Port Perry
905-985-5249

Congratulations
on your

12th Annual
Pow Wow

R
ay
mo

nd
Northey •

Sales
R

epresentative

905-985-4427
144 Queen St., 
 Port Perry

Scugog Realty Ltd. 
Brokerage

Reachable
  Reliable
    Relentless

905-985-1210
20-22 Water St.,

Port Perry

ALL DAY BREAKFAST

Family 
Restaurant

All Day Breakfast

Family 
Restaurant

All Day Breakfast

Red RibbonRed Ribbon

Family Family 

shag7386@hotmail.com
16121 Island Rd., Port Perry

905-985-7386

We appreciate 
the diverse culture 

the First Nations bring 
to our community.

HAIR & BODY WORKS
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the likelihood of a woman being hired was slim. But that didn’t 
stop her from proving her stamina alongside her male competi-
tors. “You’ve got to be in the moment,” she says. “A lot of it is 
all about luck.” 

Diane recalls the time she signed up for a chance to go to 
Australia and participate in a photography contest. “A Day in 
the Life of Australia” was the title of the competition and each 
photographer was assigned a location to visit and document 
through photos. Diane was given the “Mickey Mouse Mine,” 
which she assures was way out in the ‘true outback.’ And better 
yet, she was paired with two men – men who were somewhat 
reluctant and skeptical of her capability.

But Diane didn’t need any assurance from anyone other 
than herself. “You have to carve your own ground,” she says. 
She viewed the workshop as the perfect chance to showcase her 
talent as an artist with a camera. And she continued to maintain 
this strong-minded approach throughout all her expeditions. 

The fact that very few women could be found shooting dog 
races in below freezing weather or snapping pictures of a ghost 
town in White Mountains, California only further pushed Diane 
to challenge herself. She never hesitated to climb to the top of the 
Mayan ruins or the Great Wall of China for the best photo. And 
she certainly never missed an opportunity for adventure, such as 

touring the Caracol in Belize (a Maya archeological site), hiking 
through Alaska or spending the summer in France. 

As her close friend and “shooting buddy,” Beverly Mc-
Mulden says simply, “Diane is a genius photographer.” As a 
photojournalist herself, working for North Toronto Star, Beverly 
explains that she has travelled all over the world with Diane and 
has never come across a more talented and gifted artist. 

The two women met one wintry March at a photographer’s 
conference in the Niagara Region and have been inseparable 
ever since. As Diane explains, “Bev dropped in at the right time 
and in the right place.” The two always look forward to the ad-
ventures they will share together and they surely seem to keep 
each other on their toes.

And on her toes is just 
how Diane likes to stay. 

Although she says she 
has not travelled as much 
as she would like and the 
weather has prohibited her 
from getting the best nature 
shots, she makes sure to keep 
her photography skills more 
than up to par. She is cur-
rently doing freelance work 
for two prominent magazine 
publishers; BowTie Maga-
zines, which publishes over 
54 American magazines, and 
Raymond Publishing. She 
also looks forward to her 
upcoming trip for plenty of 
photo opportunities. 

Passing the front hall 
of Diane’s house, you can’t 
help but notice the cluster 
of photos displayed on her 
wall. And whether your eye is drawn to a photo of her lovingly 
holding a baby koala or a photo of her trekking through the rain-
forest, it is truly inspiring to see all the spectacular places she has 
been and the experiences that come along with them.

Even more, you can’t help but admire the extraordinary way 
that she has chosen to cherish her experiences. 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

                     Continued from page 11

Diane is a gifted, talented artist

 “Osprey - Flaps Down” was taken by Diane at Balsam Lake as an 
Osprey was coming in to land on its nest.

“Shadow” - Diane shows her versatil-
ity in photography with this picture of a 
handle on her bathroom cupboard. 

KEN EDWARDS’
Sales & Auto Service

• Repairs to all makes & models
• Front end steering
• Auto sales

13501 Highway 12 
(just south of 7A)

905-985-7717

State of the Art
Computerized Alignment 

and Balance Machine

Port Perry
Community Employment

Resource Centre
Complimentary

employment related
training available!

Internet Basics
Computer Basics

Hidden Job Market
Violence in the Workplace

For more information
905.985.1441

www.portperrycerc.com
116 Water Street, Port Perry

Employment Ontario programs are
funded in part by the Government of Canada

Bev Oda
Member of Parliament for Durham
1-866-436-1141 (toll-free)
905-697-1678 (facsimile)
www.bevoda.ca

Congratulations to the 
Mississaugas of Scugog 
Island First Nation on the 
12th Annual Pow Wow.

We appreciate this diverse 
colourful and exciting event.
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During the later part of June 1884, a heatwave hit the area and 
as the sun set, on the evening of Thursday, July 3 a breeze drifted 
in from the southeast. Most of the windows of the homes of Port 
Perry’s residents would have been flung open in an attempt to  
catch the refreshing movement of air.

A few minutes before midnight, the townspeople were rudely 
awakened by the persistent ringing of the Town Hall bell... the warn-
ing for FIRE!

A fire started in the stables behind the Mansion House Hotel (site 
of present Post Office). Aided by the strong wind from the south east, it 

spread rapidly, first in a westerly di-
rection, then across the road and fi-
nally, to the east. Wooden buildings 
virtually exploded when sparks 
settled on them. 

 Firemen battled courageously, 
but their equipment was totally in-
adequate to handle an inferno of 
this proportion.  Flames reached 
upwards of 40 feet into the air 
and could be seen as far away 
as Greenbank, Oshawa, Whitby 
and Port Hope. Attempts to save 
buildings were futile.

Panic stricken merchants, 
most of them uninsured, or at best under-insured, smashed down 
the rear doors of their stores, desperate to save merchandise. Some  

The attractive Ontario Bank building and stores of Brown   

 

 
 

 
 

Please turn to next 32

Fire Fact
An army of workers con-

verged on the town and 

in only four months the 

entire commercial sector, 

17 large brick buildings, 

had been  rebuilt    and 

business was back to 

normal.
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merchandise was rescued and piled along Perry St., but the 
heat of the fire drove the rescuers away and the merchandise 
which had been piled in the street was consumed by the fero-
cious flames as it spread onto the street.

In less than an hour, the entire business section of down-
town Port Perry was an inferno. From the north side of Mary 
Street to the south side of North Street, from Water Street to 
Perry St. and on Queen Street all the way to John Street, the 
fire consumed every building; house, store, shed and stable 
with the exception of three buildings.

Tummond’s store at southeast corner of John and Queen 
Streets; A. Ross & Sons Elevator at the waterfront, and the al-
most completed Hiscox Block were the only buildings to sur-
vive. 

As daylight came, a scene of utter desolation confronted 
the townsfolk. Cries of disbelief and despair would no doubt 
be heard for miles around. This was a time when few places 
of business had adequate insurance, the majority would have 
had none at all. 

Thirty-three commercial buildings housing almost 50 busi-
nesses, as well as factories, warehouses, stables, six lodges and 
a dozen homes were nothing more than ashes and embers.

Continued from page 30

•  H O M E

•  A U T O 

•  B U S I N E S S 

•  L I F E

•  T R A V E L

•  H E A L T H

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons, Owner/Broker
1564 King Street E. (Hwy. #2)
Courtice

 905-436-9090

™

 • HOME
 • AUTO
 • BUSINESS
 • LIFE
 • TRAVEL
 • HEALTH

P R E C I S E  •  A C C U R AT E  •  G U A R A N T E E D

Preparers
Instant Tax Refund

14500 Simcoe St., Unit 12, Port Perry, ON

905-985-5700

Instant Tax Refund
14500 Simcoe St., Unit 12, Port Perry, ON

PHOTOCOPYING

AND FAXING

AVAILABLE

131 North Port Rd., 
Port Perry

905.985.8707

The Durham Motorcycle “Ride For Dad” rolled into Port 
Perry on Saturday, June 7, turning a lot of heads as they head-
ed up Water St. towards town.

More than 200 motorcycles made a stop along Water St., 
which was blocked off to traffic and Palmer Park. It was one 
of three stops for the Durham Motorcycle “Ride For Dad”.

The Ride For Dad, which raises funds for prostate can-
cer research,  began with a parade through downtown Whit-
by and north Oshawa. The 170 km. route had three poker 
stops including a break for lunch by the lake in Port Perry. 

Ride for Dad ‘pit stop’ in Port Perry
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 These young people are alive with the sound of music and having great success with auditions 
for the show of the same name. From left, Melissa Blackburn, Mallory McGrath, coach; Katrina 
Hachey, Marisa Hachey and Eric Mitchell are auditioning for the upcoming Toronto production of 
“The Sound of Music”.                  Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

The homes of four Durham children 
are alive with the sound of music, as they 
prepare for the opportunity of a lifetime, a 
chance to perform in the Toronto produc-
tion of Andrew Lloyd Weber’s hit musical, 
The Sound of Music.

When they aren’t at school or rehearsing 
with the local production of The Music Man, 
Katrina and Marisa Hachey, Eric Mitchell of 
Uxbridge and Melissa Blackburn of Whitby 
are hard at work with their coach, Mallory 
McGrath of Port Perry. 

It’s a role they know well, as three of 
the four (Katrina, Melissa and Eric) played 
Von Trapp children to McGrath’s Maria last 
summer when Cadenza Productions staged 
the show.

The four auditioned in March along 
with hundreds of other hopefuls, and 
learned of their callbacks in April. McGrath, 
who recently graduated from McGill with a 
degree in music, was herself a contestant in 
the project, “How Do You Solve A Problem 
Like Maria”, the  CBC reality show that will 
choose a Maria for the production. 

Eric, 14, who starred in last year’s On-
stage production of Seussical, has his au-
dition first, followed by Marisa (13) and 
Melissa (11), and finally the youngest, eight-
year-old Katrina, described by McGrath as 
“ a little ball of energy”. 

If they are cast, rehearsals begin for The 
Sound of Music in August, with the show 
opening at the Princess of Wales Theatre in 
October. 

alive with the sound of music

Each a witty yet telling commentary 
on the uneasy relationship between Chi-
nese culture and China’s headlong rush 
into the 21st century, Margie Kelk’s wall 
panels and large fans juxtapose brush-
work, calligraphy and photography are 
now on exhibit until July 30, 2008 at the 
Kent Farndale Gallery in Port Perry. 

The works in this show are derived 
from pages in the artist’s recent book, 
Caged. In the book Margie equates the 
Chinese love of caged birds with the 
situation of those in China imprisoned 
by poverty and poor living conditions.

Incorporating traditional Chinese 
iconography, such as opera masks, 
horses and calligraphy, her works 
highlight the country’s ancient crafts-

manship, the ephemeral beauty of its 
landscape and the ravages wrought by 
industrial pollution. 

Each of Situation, Positioning, Lo-
cation’s six framed photography-based 
wall panels features a single subject. In 
one, a tomb figure provides a humor-
ous poke at luxury-goods counterfeit-
ing. It depicts warrior Zhong Kui de-
riving great strength and validity from 
his designer-logo-emblazoned sword 
and fan. 

A frequent visitor to China, Ms. 
Kelk was especially moved by a visit to 
the coal-mining region of Datong, west 
of Beijing. There, she toured sites of 
exceptional beauty, including the Yun-
gang Caves with their ancient Buddhist 

carvings and the centuries-old Hanging 
Monastery attached by poles to the side 
of a cliff. Impressive as those sites were, 
it was the awful drabness endured by 
its inhabitants that touched her the 
most.

Currently president of the Propeller 
Centre for the Visual Arts in Toronto, 
Margie Kelk’s award-winning mixed-
media works have been exhibited 
widely in group shows in Canada and 
the United States.

The Kent Farndale Gallery exhib-
its the works in a variety of media of 
emerging and established artists and 
artisans, both local and international. 

For more information please call 
Sarah Gentles at 905-985-7686.
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 Declan McDowell, 9, of Caesarea, in the “Silverbullet” (left), gets ready for his 
heat, while Karl Herder gives his granddaughter Mari McDowell, 7, some last minute 
instructions. Below, Mari, in full concentration as she speeds down the  soapbox 
derby course on McDonald Street.

 Above, Katelyn 
Bell, 11, sets her eyes 

she speeds off the 
starting line ramp.

 Right, Christopher 
Dwyer, 9, of Black-
stock eyes the tro-
phies as he waits for 
his next heat.

the cars at the starting line for this year’s annual Lions Club Soap Box Derby.

The annual Lions Club of Port Perry’s “Soap Box 
Derby” attracted about 15 young people on June 14 to 
compete in races along McDonald Street.

Despite early advertising to encourage more partici-
pation Lions Club member Rob Rice says they were a 
little disappointed with the turnout. “There were only 
15 drivers, but the kids had fun and that’s what it’s all 
about,” he said following the races.

Both young girls and boys took part racing their 
home-made vehicles along the street to the finish line. 
Up for grabs were ‘sparkling trophies’ for the success-
ful drivers.

The Lions Club would like to see more participa-
tion in this fun event. Rob said that four years ago they 
had about 50 kids racing in 40 cars.  The Lions Club 
provides a number of cars for kids who are unable to 
build their own.

While there is every indication they will hold the 
event again next year, Rob says the club will have to 
re-access the event in the coming months.

For those who participated it was a great day, with 
many walking home with trophies held tightly in their 
hands and smiles on their faces.
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Play in our backyard!
SWINGIN’ SUMMERT CONCERTS
Every Wednesday July 9 thru August 13 
7:00 p.m.
Gazebo in Palmer Park
Bring your lawn chair and enjoy a
FREE evening of music and entertainment.
For more information call 
Liz: 905-985-2002 at Port Perry Villa
Some highlights include:
July 23     - Cathy Pavlik and Friends
July 30     - Irwin Smith
August 6  - Port Perry Seniors’ Choir

Port Perry Marina
FULL SERVICE MARINA

WATER SKI
PACKAGES!

FISHING
RODS

FOR RENT

BAIT
AND

TACKLE!

Port Perry Marina
215 Water Street, Port Perry

For more information:
www.portperrymarina.com

905-985-3236

Port Perry Marina
215 Water Street, Port Perry

For more information:
www.portperrymarina.com

905-985-3236

Rentals… we’ve got them all!
  • FISHING BOATS - drop your line in
  • RUNABOUTS - go cruising or skiing
  • PONTOON BOATS - for up to 10 people
  • CANOES      • PADDLE BOATS

STOP BY OUR SNACK BAR
for a quick bite 

or an ice cream cone

Everything
M

arine
and

M
O

R
E

!

Du
rh

am
Re

gi
on

’s
Be

st

Kept Secret…

         Bicycle
Sales/Repairs/Parts

1390 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry
905-985-8924

12th ANNUAL POW WOW
Saturday July 19 & Sunday July 20
Sunrise ceremony both mornings – 
Grand Entry 12 noon
Admission $5.00 - All Welcome
Scugog Island Road
Pow Wow Grounds are 1 km past the 
Great Blue Heron Charity Casino

Summer’s here. It’s time for F-U-N!

We are very fortunate to have so many 
things happening. Take advantage of 
these wonderful events offered in our 
community. 

Why not save the gas and play right 
here in our own backyard? 
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Play in our backyard!

THE MUSIC MAN
“A Musical Classic”
July 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19
Time: 8:00 p.m.
Matinee: July 13 at 2:00 p.m.
Town Hall 1873, Port Perry
Tickets $20. at Henshall’s: 905-985-1965

SUMMER READING CLUB
All Ages Welcome
Registration  -  You can join any time.
Available at Scugog Library
For information:  905-985-7686
www.td-club-td.ca  or   
www.scugoglibrary.ca

NORTHWOOD ZOO
Be sure to visit – lions, wolves, 
lemur babies and many more
Group rates available
2192 Cookson Lane, 
Seagrave 
905-985-2738

BLACKSTOCK TRUCK & TRACTOR PULL
Friday July 4, Saturday July 5
Adults $8.  Kids under 12 $2.
Noon to 5:00 p.m.
Big Truck Show ‘n Shine Saturday noon

BLACKSTOCK
DEMOLITION DERBY
Friday August 22
Adults $8. Kids 12 & under $2. 
Preschoolers FREE

BLACKSTOCK FAIR
Saturday August 23
This year’s theme is ‘
CORN’

Blackstock Fairgrounds. 
For information call Janice Beechey: 
905-986-0035 or bkstock@durham.net

1 2 t h  A n n u a l

POW WOW
SATURDAY, JULY 19

SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2008

Hosted by:

SUNRISE CEREMONY BOTH MORNINGS     
GRAND ENTRY: 12 NOON

BRING
OWN LAWN

CHAIRS

ABSOLUTELY NO ALCOHOL - NO DRUGS - NO PETS

Admission: $5.00

Rough Camping Available – Call Della: 905-985-3337

Located on Island Rd., Port Perry –
Pow Wow Grounds are 1 km past the

Great Blue Heron Charity Casino.

- ages 10+
  July 21-25  &  August 11-15  

 - ages 7+
  August 5-8

 - ages 6+
  June 30 - July 4
All classes 10:00am to 12:30pm

To register call
905-985-2370

Classes are small so space is limited.

Ask about our after-school 
Watercolour programs throughout 

the school year for ages 6-16.
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21ST MUSICIAN’S CORN ROAST
Sunday, August 10, Noon – 8:00 p.m.
In memory of Larry Dee
A day of music, fun and a motorcycle show and shine.
BYOB and lawnchair – food available. 
Proceeds to benefit Port Perry and Blackstock Lions Club.
Admission: $5. Children 12 & under FREE (with adult)
Paul & Charlene Wasson’s home
4790 McKee Rd off Hwy 57, Blackstock
For more information: 905-986-0292

6TH ANNUAL DOG DAYS OF SUMMER
Saturday July 19 and Sunday July 20
Hundreds of dogs – all shapes and sizes!
Admission: $5. Adults / $3. Students & Seniors 
Children under 12 Free / All dogs Free
16210 Island Rd. Port Perry (1 km north of 7A)
www.scugogshoresmuseum.com

Summer Programs for KidsCOME AND PLAY
  WITH US!

Ages 4-10

Scugog Memorial 
Public Library

231 Water St., Port Perry  
905-985-7686

www.scugoglibrary.com

For more 
information

call or visit our 
website

                also…for Adults and Teens• Tuesday Movie Nights!•  Tea & Books!• Book Club!    

Preschool Storytime 
Mondays at 10:30 am

Another FREE community event presented by…

Wednesday evenings at Palmer Park!
Bring your lawn chair and join us at the Rotary 
Gazebo every Wednesday evening at Palmer Park 
July 9 through August 13 for a FREE evening of  
music and entertainment featuring some of  our 
community’s most talented performers!

Come and enjoy

SWINGIN’ SUMMER CONCERTS Highlights of the Swingin’ 
Summer Concert Series include:

July 23
Cathy Pavlik & Friends

July 30
Irwin Smith

August 6
Port Perry Seniors’ Choir

and others!
26 Water St., Port Perry
For more information 
call Liz: 905-985-2002

Blackstock

Adults $8
     Kids under 12 - $2

… and introducing

BIG TRUCK
SHOW & SHINE

For more information call . . . 905-986-0035

Truck & Tractor Pull
Blackstock Fairgrounds

JULY 4
7:30 start

JULY 5 
6:30 start

SATURDAY, JULY 5 
Noon to 5:00 p.m.
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 The weather co-operated with bright sunny skies... the Nonquon River 
ran high and the 40th anniversary of Canoe the Nonquon attracted 80 
entries for this year’s June 7th event.
 Pictured on this page are some of the participants: 1. Tracy Souch 
and Kathryn Chenier of Port Perry. 2. Fred Haines and his daughter 
Shannon, Port Perry. 3. Alex Lawrence and Paul Seaman, (see below).  
4. Debbie Barnes and John Girard, Oshawa. 5. Andrea Keay and her 
grandfather Don Stoneman and 6. Brian and Barb Wride with their  
children Addison,6 and Fiona, 4, of Uxbridge who took part for the  
second year.

-
nizer Bill Brock, he’s never looked back. Alex says over the 40 years he’s com-
peted he’s experienced every kind of weather and condition. “It a great event 
for all ages and a good start to the summer,” Alex commented after this year’s 
race. He and his partner Paul Seaman (bow), who has competed for the past 37 
years, both intend to continue participating for a few more years.

5

  *JULY.FOCUS/44pages.indd   38 6/22/08   10:55:48 AM



FOCUS - JULY 2008  39   website: www.focusonscugog.com

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Dear Focus
 It was with interest that I 
read the Canoe the Nonquon 
article in the June 2008 issue 
of Focus on Scugog and with 
pleasure to see that Bill Brock 
still remembers our efforts 

1969. 
 While we may well hold 
the record for the slowest 

pleasant memories of a great 
day on the water, and the 
amazing picnic lunch we con-
sumed on route.
 Bill noted that I had con-
tinued to participate for 35 
years. Actually, I completed 

my 40th race on June 7, 2008 
-

ting my name (along with 
longtime partner Paul Sea-
man of Pickering) on a trophy 
by coming in about two min-
utes faster than the only other 

-

a success. While tempted 
to quit while we’re at the top 
Paul and I will probably be 
there again next year and, 
hopefully, for a few years af-
ter that.

Alex Lawrence
Scugog Township

Alex has been paddling for 40 years

Bev Oda comments about post office
 Dear Editor:
Re: Just a Thought (Focus On 

Scugog – June 2008)
 Canada Post is a Crown 
Corporation that operates at 

-
ment.  Decisions regarding 
the upkeep of the Port Perry 

-
bility of Canada Post.  
  After discussing the con-

contacted Canada Post and 
was informed they are plan-

to our local outlet in the sum-
mer and fall of 2008.
  Canada Post will be con-
ducting brick and masonry 
work, resurfacing asphalt, 
and installing new windows.  
Canada Post will also inspect 
the roof of the building and 

will conduct repairs if the in-
spection demonstrates that 
they are required.
  Thank you for raising this 
important issue.

 Sincerely,
Bev Oda

MP for Durham

Over 21 years experience 
designing dream kitchens

for all budgets.
Silestone & Granite Countertops 

Drop in for your 
free design appointment.

48 Water St., Port Perry
905-985-3767

With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1817.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

FOCUS ON SCUGOG
always welcomes letters to the editor

Drop us a line anytime to: focus@observerpub.ca
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A musical classic, it follows fast-talking con man Harold Hill 
in his attempt to convince the citizens of River City, Iowa 
that what their town needs to keep its youngsters from moral 
decline is a boys’ band, complete with instruments and uni-
forms. But just as Harold is about to skip town with his new-

in the lovely and willful town librarian, Marian Paroo.
Dates: July 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19  
Time: 8:00 p.m.
Matinee: July 13 at 2 p.m.
Location: Town Hall 1873, Port Perry
Tickets: $20 each available at  

            Henshall’s, Port Perry.  Phone 905-985-1965

Cadenza Productions presents  
   Meredith  
     Willson’s 

The 21st annual Musician’s Corn Roast, in 
memory of country music artist Larry Dee will 
take place again this year at the home of Paul 
and Charlene Wasson. Come and enjoy eight 
hours of great music by some of Ontario’s 
leading country stars. Also enjoy the mo-
torcycle show & shine. See posters around 
town for more information.

Dates: Sunday, August 10  
Time: 12 noon to 8 p.m.
Location: 4790 Mckee Rd., 
Admission: $5.00 each

Musician’s 
Corn Roast 

 One of the most exciting and colourful events of the 
summer takes place later this month as the Mississau-
gas of Scugog Island hold their 12th annual Pow Wow. 
The public is invited to attend and watch the grand 
entry, experience traditional native dances and drum 

groups, and enjoy the native crafts and displays.
Dates: Saturday, July 19, Sunday, July 20
Grand Entry: 12 noon both days
Location: Scugog Island, 1 km past Great Blue Heron charity Casino
Admission: $5.00 each

MISSISSAUGA 

POW POW

HIGHLAND OF 
DURHAM GAMES

Dates: July 25-27, 2008
Location: Elgin Park, Uxbridge

This is the 14th annual Celtic Festival and 
celebration with a touch of Old Scotland. 
Enjoy three days of traditional Scottish en-
tertainment, including a massed band per-
formance, livestock shows, heavy events, 
car shows and lots of Celtic fare. Don’t 
miss this exciting weekend. Visit the High-
lands of Durham Games.

Truck & Tractor Pull
Get set for sights, sounds and smells of the Scugog Town-
ship’s biggest and best Tractor and Truck Pull in Blackstock 
this weekend. The two day event this year features a Big 
Truck Show & Shine on Saturday from noon to 5 p.m.

Dates: Friday & Saturday, July 4 and 5 
Time: Friday 7:30 p.m. & Saturday 6:30 p.m.
Location: Blackstock Fairgrounds
Admission: Adults $8; Kids under 12 - $2.00

Opt ic ians :  Brock  & Wendy Rev i l le

•  eyewear  •  sunglasses  •  p rescr ip t ion  lab 
eye examination arrangements

30 WATER STREET, PORT PERRY, ON
905-985-9388  •  Toll Free: 1-877-533-2833

Quality Optical Products
and Service with Price Guarantee

PORT PERRY OPTICALPORT PERRY OPTICAL
e s t .  1 9 8 2
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132 Reach Industrial Park, Port Perry
Yard 905-985-6121  •  Fax 905-985-6122

Toll Free 1-877-587-4557

WE PAY TOP CASH
Copper • Brass • Aluminum • Steel

Machinery • All Electrical Scrap
Heavy Equipment • Plant Clean Outs

Transformers
Buyers of Ferrous & Non-Ferrous Scrap Metal,

Cars, Trucks & Heavy Equipment

Celebrating 10 Years

Port Perry Salvage Inc.
& DEMOLITION

Plant Dismantling & Building Demolition
We sell Steel Pipe, Plate, Beams

BIN SERVICE AVAILABLE

Port Perry Salvage Inc.
& DEMOLITION
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Prewash By Hand
Exterior Wash
White Wall Wash
Undercarriage Wash
®With Rust Inhibitor
Crystal Polymer Glaze®

(Wax)
Touchless Dryer

Prewash By Hand
Exterior Wash
Undercarriage 
Wash
®With Rust Inhibitor
Crystal Polymer Glaze®

(Wax)
Touchless Dryer

Prewash By Hand
Exterior Wash
Touchless Dryer

Polyshell
Polyshell

TripleTriple

ShineShine

TurtleWax®

GOLD SILVER

BRONZE

Crystal Polymer Glaze

70 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry 905-985-6133

1143 + GST
$12.00

953 + GST
$10.00

762 + GST
$8.00

FULL SERVICE SOFT CLOTH WASH, PLUS SEVEN SELF-SERVE BAYS
DYNAMIC CAR WASH, owned by Dave Williams, is 
located at 70 Vanedward Drive in Port Perry.  The auto-
matic car wash is open seven days a week from 7 am to 
7 pm, and the self-serve bays are open 24/7. We have 
one soft foam brush drive-through for your convenience. 
You have three options to choose from, all include a 
wash, rinse and wax with additional choices of triple 
foam, under spray and tire scrubber.
There are seven self-serve bays offering the options of 
pre-soak; bug remover, triple foam, wash, spot-free rinse, 
and turtle wax.
Our six super vacuums, a carpet wizard and a fragrance 
vacuum get the deep down dirt from your carpets and 
upholstery.
Drop by today to get your automobile gleaming again!

www.kerrtravel.ca

MULTI-DAY TOURSMULTI-DAY TOURS

6 DAYS A WEEK!
with pick ups in 
Pickering ~ Ajax 
Whitby ~ Oshawa 

Port Perry

DAY TRIPPIN’

11601 Simcoe Street, Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B3 • 905-985-8010 • 1-888-847-KERR  

Niagara

Only $15
Includes Buffet

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

July 9 “Vegas Knights” -  Red Barn Theatre
July 12 Walden Galleria, Buffalo, NY -   
 Shopping
July 16 “Dirty Dancing” - Toronto
July 17 Sail to Sherwood Inn &
 Dine in Style
July 22 St. Jacobs Countryside
July 29 “Boardwalk!” The Doo-Wop Musical
Aug. 12  Lockport Locks & Erie Canal Cruise
Aug. 14 Seniors Jubilee - Toronto

Aug. 26 “Legends” - King’s Wharf Theatre
 Penetanguishene
Sept. 4 “Wonderful Town” - Shaw Festival
 Niagara-on-the-Lake
Sept. 9 Fiddle ‘n’ Show - Darren Walters
 Walters Family Ranch, Bright
Sept. 19 Stratford - “The Music Man”
Oct. 1 “Jersey Boys” - Toronto
Oct. 8 “The Sound of Music” - Toronto
Oct. 14 “Cabaret” - Stratford

EASTERN TOWNSHIPS 
FEATURING QUEBEC CITY & MONTREAL

~ 4 Days ~ Aug. 17-20, 2008 Only $685.00 p.p.

ANNUAL MYSTERY TOUR
~ 3 Days ~ Sept. 16-18, 2008 Only $599.00 p.p.

MUSIC OF THE HEARTLAND
BRANSON ~ MEMPHIS ~ NASHVILLE

~ 10 Days ~ Sept. 27 - Oct. 6, 2008   $2,065.00 p.p.

SOARING EAGLE CASINO & RESORT
~ 4 Days ~ Nov. 9-12, 2008 Only $545.00 p.p.
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...see page 34

A DAY AT
THE ZOO
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We Make Repairs

50% OFF our top 50 
Mouldings

O
W

NE

D&OPERATEDBY

YOUR NEIGHBOU
R

S

Keeping our children healthy.
1893 Scugog St., Port Perry

A healthy breakfast and snacks provides children with the 
energy and nutrients they need to grow and learn and play at school.

PC
Mini Chef

Zippy Fruit
$5.49
18 x 360 g

PC
Variety Pack

Cereal Bars
$6.49
24 x 900 g 

No Name Club Pack
Original Syrup

$3.99 2 L

PC
Extra Fluffy Complete Original
Pancake & Waffle Mix

$4.99 2 kg

PC Organics
Jumbo

Thompson Raisins
$2.99 14 x 196 g

PC
Apple Sauce

5 Flavours 
$1.79 6 x 100 g

PC
Club Pack

Granola Bars
$4.99
24 x 630 g

PC
Mini Chef

Apple Smooshies
 Apple/Fruit Punch

$2.49
8 x 60 ml

PC
Mini Chef

Cheddar Gators
$1.99

200 g

* Prices subject to change
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 Since Focus on Scugog handed out a “Thumbs Down” regard-
ing Biosak Compostable Brown Bags last month, we’ve received 
a lot of feedback from our readers.
 For those who may have missed the ‘jab’, the issue was 
brought to our attention by a number of readers who sited pre-
mature breakdown of the bags, resulting 
in bags breaking and leaking before they 
could be transferred to the larger com-
posters.
 But as with all issues, there are two 
sides to the story and since last month 
we’ve received a number of good sug-
gestions.
 One of the first came from Dianne Heathcote of Blackstock 
who wrote to Focus on Scugog with the following suggestions:

      “I have a solution to the problem of the brown bags breaking 
down before garbage day. 
      First, place a piece of paper towel in the bottom of your kitchen 
green bin to absorb moisture. Store your Biosaks in the fridge. 
I find if you do this, the bags last long enough to make it to the 
bigger green bin for garbage day, without totally breaking down. 
Hope this helps to keep everyone composting.”

 Another came from our good friend Barbara Karthein who 
says she doesn’t find the bags a serious problem. Barb says she 
simply lines her kitchen bin with a typical “grocery store-style” 
plastic bag and then opens the Biosak inside it.
 When filled, she lifts both bags out, ties the top of the Biosak 
bag and dumps it into her large green bin. She then takes the 
‘grocery’ bag back and re-uses it to line her kitchen bin again.
 This she suggests eliminates any spillage in the bin and al-
lows her to re-use the heavier plastic bag numerous times.
 We also heard from Charles Matthews who said he’s been 
using the Biosak bags since they first came out and he uses on 
average three to four bags a week. “I have yet to have one break 
down or leak on me,” he wrote.
 Peter Watson, a former waste management manager with 
the Region of Durham came into the Focus office with a carton of 
Ecosafe compostable bags, which he’s helping market. Peter had 
gone to the extent of giving a “Thumbs Up” to the new Ecosafe 
mini kitchen bags – a direct reference to the Focus “Thumbs” fea-
ture.
 Ecosafe are approved by the Region of Durham, but like 
many other approved compostable bags, they are not easily 
found on the shelves of all retailers.

 Durham has posted a list of 
11 retailers within the Region who 
sell the correct types of biodegrad-
able bags, but remind consumers 
to look carefully for the correct 

logo (illustrated above) as these retailers may also sell bags that 
are not acceptable in the Durham’s Green Bin program.
 Following is a list of the Region approved biodegradable 
bags: Al-Pack Compost Bags, Bag-To Nature Compost, Bio-Life 
Compost Bags, BioBag Compost Bags, Biosak Compost Bags, 
Compost-A-Bag, EcoSafe Compost Bags, Glad Compost Bags, 
Great Value Compost Bags, Tuff Guy Compost Bags.

FOCUS
Feedback

With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1817.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

168-178 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2521 • www.brocks.ca

Instant
Drop one size instantly!
Our exclusive hidden criss-cross  
   tummy tuck panel® will…

Flatten your tummy
Lift your butt
Allow you to wear one size smaller
Make you look and feel younger

Coming
      for fall:Tummy Tuck Jeans®

by
NOT YOUR DAUGHTERS JEANS®

AS SEEN IN

T H E  O P R A H
M A G A Z I N E

• Black & Brown Denim
• Trouser Jeans
• Cords

AVAILABLE IN
PETITE & REGULAR
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Changing

ummertime and the livin’ is 
easy, that’s unless you’re in the 
retail business. The past couple 

of months have been less than kind to 
local businesses... what with the unpre-
dictable weather, layoff announcments 
at GM and of course the dreaded gas 
prices which never seem to stop going 
up.
 All these things factor into the bot-
tom line for retailers and although many 
are experiencing relatively good sales, it 
appears some have been struggling.
 Early into the month we learned that 
the popular eatery Coffee Cultures, lo-
cated at Southgate Mall, underwent a 
change of ownership. It was nice to see 
the store remained open, but sorry to 
see Ryan and John have moved on.
 If perception is reality, it looks as if 

Southgate Mall is undergoing a meta-
morphosis of sorts. As of press time we 
see four vacant stores in the mall and 
are hearing rumours that at least one 
more may vacate in the near future. 
Hopefully it is only a rumour.
 Bounding off to the east end of town, 
we see local chiropractors Dr. Helen 
Peel and Dr. Reva Bathie have relo-
cated... along with Registered Massage 
Therapists Robina, Kristi, Becky, and 
Acupuncturist Suzanne Schmid. All 
have set up new offices at 1894 Scugog 
St., in the Port Perry Plaza.
 With “Pamper & Soothe” now 
moved into the “Adorn” building, Jill 
Bradley has opened the second outlet of 
her popular “Jillian’s At Home” wom-
en’s clothing store. The new store, lo-
cated at 221 Queen St. will be known as 

Jillian’s Downtown.
 Next door we see the “for rent” sign 
has gone up in the window of “The 
Genuine Article,” which would indicate 
a change coming for that location. No 
further information was available at 
press time.
 Further east, in the next block, the 
store formerly occupied by Perry Ann’s 
stands empty and ready for a new ten-
nant, but as of yet we’ve not heard who 
will be taking over this prime down-
town location.
 And finally for this month, a little 
west of town at 24 Easy Street, Anchor 
Self Storage held the ‘grand opening’ of 
its new facility recently. The local stor-
age business provides both indoor and 
outdoor storage with 24 hour surveil-
lance.

S 

56 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-7727 (SPAS)

 1-877-711-7727 (SPAS)
www.lakewindsspa.ca

SUMMER MADNESS SALE
Port Perry’s Lake Winds Spa is having a

25% off
ALL SERVICES

Manicures starting at $26 • Pedicures starting at $41
Facials starting at $63 • Waxing starting at $9
Massages starting at $40              •  Swedish Massages:

30 min. ONLY $40 (reg. $48)
60 min. ONLY $75 (reg. $85)
90 min. ONLY $110 (reg. $125)

PLUS AN AMAZING 50% OFF 
LASER HAIR REMOVAL 
AND PHOTOFACIALS!
Additional services also available at discounted prices.
(Prices in effect July 21 - October 4, 2008)

Complimentary:
* brow shaping with all facials

* infrared sauna with all massages
* fresh fruit, cookies, tea as always!

*exluding RMT massage

Health & Beauty Spa
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 After knowing Debbie 
Burton, the server with the 
light bulb smile at Jesters 
Court for eleven years, I have 
to admit I am still in awe of 
her energy, vitality, friendliness 
and, let’s be frank, her sheer 
sexiness. 
 Debbie always seems so hap-
py to see you when you walk in 
the door that you get to thinking 
you’re special and feel like a long 
lost buddy.
 Debbie is Jesters’ longest serving 
server, beginning her reign at the Court in 
October 1997, several months after its open-
ing. She came to Jesters as a professional serv-
er/bartender and has now spent thirty eight 
years doing what she loves the most; entertain-
ing and serving customers. 
 As a hint to her seriousness about her cho-
sen profession, Debbie mentions that she has 
never called in sick in the eleven years she has 
been there.
 When asked what has kept her in the res-
taurant/bar business for so long Debbie said 
“I don’t do mornings. Serving and bartending 
suit my lifestyle; I simply can’t be nice to people 
in the morning so this is perfect.” Debbie looks 
forward to going into work later in the day and 
says it feels like she is entertaining at home 
rather than go-
ing to work.
 Her cus-
tomers have 
kept her young 
and fit and 
many have 
become good 
friends over the 
years. Debbie has known many of her custom-
ers since her Toronto days as a server and is 
now serving their kids and grandchildren. 
 Debbie mentions that her longest stand-
ing customer is Dave Zink of the Grenadier. 
She met him when she was eighteen work-
ing at the downtown Toronto Holiday Inn.  
 Quite a few customers from Bell and var-

ious other companies eventually  moved to 
the Port Perry area and Debbie says, “we were 
wild in those days. Many of these people are 
now lifelong friends and we laugh ourselves 
silly at some of the stories we’ve shared.”
 There are stories aplenty in the restaurant/
bar business and Debbie of course has legions 
of them. Her most memorable customer is a 
lady who ordered a prime rib dinner, asking 
for it to be served blue rare. Debbie was called 
back to the table and the woman announced 
that her meat was overdone. With a piece of 
the offending meat on the end of her fork, the 
woman fired the small missile  straight at Deb-
bie. Patience is a virtue and Debbie has it in 
spades.
 Her biggest tip was $100 from a table of 
one. Debbie was about to leave for a trip south 
and the customer told her to have a tequila on 
him. 
 I believe she took him up on it.
   Debbie unfortunately suffers from foot and 
mouth disease. More than once she has asked 
a customer when the baby was due, only to be 
informed in a chilly manner that the lady is not 
pregnant. 
 She is legendary for spoiling surprise birth-
day parties, so much so that all other servers 
try to keep her away from customers entering 
the restaurant on party day. Their efforts are 

Server
Smile

with a

Deb 
Burton

“I simply can’t be 
nice to people in the 
morning so this is 

perfect”
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to no avail; time and time again Debbie can be heard saying to 
customers “oh, are you here for the surprise birthday party? It’s 
upstairs.” The customers she informs are always the birthday 
boy or girl.
 My favourite, albeit not totally funny Debbie story took 
place last year. She was serving two couples on the patio when 
a wasp flew down the front of her shirt. Her hands were filled 
with dinner plates. Both men at the table immediately jumped 
up to help but then quickly realized their wives were there with 
them and so they promptly sat back down again. Debbie killed 
the wasp by squeezing her arms tight, after already having been 
stung badly. It never occurred to her to drop the plates. I believe 
that is above and beyond the call of duty, although is also shows 
professionalism.
 From the very beginning of her tenure at Jesters, Debbie 
started having repeat “occurrences.” The Jesters ghost is a well 
documented story but Debbie didn’t know anything about the 
spirits when she started. In her early years in the building, the 
spirits made themselves known frequently, turning lights off 
and on constantly, as well as the radio.
 Most employees as well as numerous customers have expe-
rienced the spirits. Debbie says, “on the night of Mother’s Day I 
was telling a ghost story to a table of customers. A woman at an-
other table went to the washroom and experienced the same sto-
ry that I was telling. For years, the middle bathroom stall closes 
and locks with no one in sight. My story was verified right on 
the spot.” No doubt a spooky experience for the customers.

    Debbie has no fear of ghosts 
or spirits at all, yet she is death-
ly afraid of the dark. Over the 
years she has somewhat become 
the resident ghost specialist, ad-
ept and giving tours and telling 
tales.

 Imagine loving your job for thirty eight years, with no end 
in sight. 
 Debbie puts it this way. “I chose this as a career. Some people 
put serving down as a menial job but it has been extremely good 
to me. I have successfully, on my own, raised four children, I’ve 
owned my own home since I was twenty four years old, I’ve 
travelled often and, most of all, I’ve had a tremendous amount 
of fun doing it. As much as I’ve put in, my job has given me back 
twofold.” 
 I presume hard work and a great attitude have also contrib-
uted to how successful and happy Debbie has been with her 
career choice.
 You will never be alone when you show up at Jesters for a 

meal or an after work libation. Debbie will be there, although 
never in the morning. She will be your psychiatrist, your con-
fidant, your friend. She will tell you stories, make you laugh, 
grab your baby out of your arms and let you enjoy your meal. 
She will do it all, not because she has to but because it delights 
her to do so. 
 You are in her home and she will entertain you and then 
send you on your way feeling better than when you walked in 
the door. She comes from the die-hard school of serving as a 
pleasure and a profession.
   I know I will be back soon to see her... ‘cause we all need some 
Debbie time to lift our spirits, make us laugh and sometimes 
just be silly.

By Marjorie Fleming
Focus on Scugog

Integrative Health Centre
Sunleite
188 Mary Street, Port Perry

188 Mary Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-3303

Full Time 
!ermography Clinic

~ Breast & Full Body ~
Fibrocystic, large, enhanced or 

dense breasts do not interfere with the scan.
NO RADIATION OR COMPRESSION

Brenda M. Leite 

View Health Report @ www.sunleitehealth.ca

“I chose this as a 
career and it’s been 

very good to me”

Village
Standards for Living. Quality of Life.

Historic Waterfront
RETIREMENT LIVING

293 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-8660  •  1-800-248-0848

www.westshorevillage.com
e-mail: t.brandenburg@powergate.ca

DOUBLE SUITES • KITCHENETTES • PRIVATE DINING • HAIR SALON • MASSAGE THERAPY • EXERCISE FACILITY

SUITES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE
Lifelease bungalows and a 71-suite, full service 

retirement residence designed to meet your changing needs.
Call us for a tour, complimentary meal or overnight visit.

Visit Durham Region’s premier retirement community.

West Shore Village 
overlooking 

picturesque Lake 
Scugog in the 

charming town 
of Port Perry.  
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Dear Focus
 Re: New Focus Format
 Nicely done and count me 
among those who like the 
smaller format. And kudos for a 
cover that is very effective and 
generous promotion for the lo-
cal production of Music Man. 
 Also, the Lake Stewards 
pages are a tremendously 
valuable public service. 
 Thanks so much. As usual 
your old photos offer a vivid 
time machine look at the great 

Bruce Rogers
Port Perry

 PS: I’d like to share a pet 
peeve that bothers me in so 
many publications. Yours may 
be the least guilty of the annoy-
ing habit of writing “located at”  
and “situated at...” when it is 
absolutely redundant and un-
necessary. 
 From time to time... I don’t 
care if real estate people do it, 
but otherwise...

Reader enjoys new format 
Dear Focus...

Mailbox

Dear Peter & Christina
 Just a short note to compli-
ment you and your staff on the 
attractive latest issue of Focus 
(July) and the variety of articles 
and items therein. 
 I’m impressed Chris man-

on me so well, considering the 
scattered wide range of topics 
we tossed around that morn-
ing.

-

gal’s” chance to re-visit a few 
past adventures and favoured 
images. Chris is a real keener 
and a delightful addition to your 
staff.

 Thanks again. I know you 
and your team will keep up 
your good work as you con-
tinue to “Focus” on Scugog.
 I have received many fa-
vourable comments and loved 
your cover.
 Sincerely
 Diane Lackie

P.S. I would like to mention one 
‘factual gremlin’ in the article. 
I taught at Port Perry High for 
25 years (plus three as supply 
in retirement) but have lived in 
my quaint Ottawa St. house in 
Port Perry for 41 ‘jam packed’ 
years.
 

Received favourable comments

LETTERS CONTINUED ON PAGES 15 & 26

Hi MaryAnn 
 I just wanted to let you know how much I like the new look 
of the Focus on Scugog magazine. 
 The glossy cover is a welcome upgrade and shows great 
class to an already good product. The magazine has that 

are well done. 
 As a business owner in a small town I’m proud to say ad-
vertising in your magazine has brought many clients through 
our establishment. Thanks to all the staff at Focus on Scogog 
keep up the good work.

Noreen Frank, V.P.
N & G Soapstone 

Stouffville

Gloss cover a welcome upgrade

PROPERTY OWNERS AWARENESS

      KEN REINHARDT
Proud Member of Our Township’s Property Standards and 
Committee of Adjustment, and Fence Viewing Committee
PMB PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE BROKERS INC.

“ Securing Your Best Interest ” ®
204 Casimir St., Port Perry - 905-985-4029

Enjoying 30 Years of Mortgage Lending 
throughout Durham Region and Beyond

Rain, Rain Go Away!
Do you know your responsibilities under 

the Property Standards By-Law with regards 
to water run off and drainage?

The Township of Scugog Property Standards By-Law has a set of 
provisions pertaining to how property owners can discharge their 
water run off.

Property owner’s responsibilities include:
• Preventing surface water run-off from entering basements of 

Buildings on the property or migrating onto any other adjacent 
property.

• Roof drainage shall not be discharged onto sidewalks, stairs or 
directly onto any adjacent property or permitted to migrate onto 
any adjacent property.
Also remember when doing any landscaping or alteration on your 

property, it is in your best interest to not alter any swales or ditches. 
They are engineered to provide the best water run off possible.

If you are found to be in violation of this By-Law, the Township may 
cause Notice to be sent to you, register an Order on title against the 
property, perform the required work to remedy the situation, and/or 
lay charges.

   AUGUST.FOCUS.40 Pgs.indd   6 7/27/08   10:43:14 AM



FOCUS - AUGUST 2008  7   website: www.focusonscugog.com

Introducing
AQUAGRANTIQUE
Exclusive Canadian Dealer.

Dramatically different and 
easily maintained and durable   |   no porous-very dense   |   soft to the touch   |   non reactive to chemicals and acids   |   heat resistent   |   stunning décor possibilities adding that finishing touch.

Slate, Hanstone, Caesar Stone, Granite, Marble & Corian

Visit our showroom: Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri 8-4:30
www.soapstoneontario.com

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stoufville

905-640-6213
(toll free) 1-866-421-4425

Slate, Hanstone, Caesar Stone, Granite, Marble & Corian

Visit our showroom: Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri 8-4:30
www.soapstoneontario.com

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville
905-640-6213 (toll free) 1-866-421-4425

 “We are on holidays 
from August 2 - 10, 

please be sure to drop by 
anytime after that.”

easily maintained and durable   |   no porous-very dense   |   soft to the touch   |   non reactive to chemicals and acids   |   heat resistent   |   stunning décor possibilities adding that finishing touch.easily maintained and durable   |   no porous-very dense   |   soft to the touch   |   non reactive to chemicals and acids   |   heat resistent   |   stunning décor possibilities adding that finishing touch.easily maintained and durable   |   no porous-very dense   |   soft to the touch   |   non reactive to chemicals and acids   |   heat resistent   |   stunning décor possibilities adding that finishing touch.

D  - This summer we’ve 
had an unusual number of thunder 
storms throughout Scugog Township 
and southern Ontario. But, did you 
know you can use thunder to tell how 
far away a storm is? Next time you see 
a storm, count the number of seconds 
between when you see the lightning 
and hear the thunder. Take the number 
of seconds and divide by five and that 
will tell you how far away the storm 
is in miles. 
 For example: If you counted 10 seconds 
between the flash of lightning and when 
you hear the thunder, the storm is esti-
mated to be about two miles away! 

Did You Know?

D - It was 50 years ago 
last month that dial telephones went 
into service in Port Perry. The change-
over to dial phones took place  at 3:01 
a.m. Sunday, July 6, 1958. All the new 
telephone numbers began with prefix 
YUkon 5, (which is the same as 985). 
Port Perry Reeve J.J. Gibson made the 
first call on the new dial telephone 
system from the local municipal of-
fice, connecting with Ivan Kerry in 
Charlottetown, PEI.
 Just over two months later, resi-
dents of Blackstock were introduced 
to dial telephone service. The change-
over there took place September 17.

D - For the past couple 
of summers, a family of loons has been 
making their home on Lake Scugog. 
Normally associated with northern 
lakes, the distinct and haunting call of 
the loon is unexpected and welcomed 
in Scugog. It’s usually late at night, 
when out of the dark of night, that 
chilling wail echoes across the water. 
It’s nice to see Lake Scugog has been 
adopted by these majestic birds.
 Normally one pair of loons are found 
on a single lake, but with larger lakes 
(we’re not sure if Lake Scugog is consid-
ered larger) two or more pairs will take 
up residence.
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Kent Farndale Gallery for August

 

A ScenertsScugog

NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR
Erika Buckley BSc, ND

! A natural approach to family 
health care

! Individualized treatment of your 
health concerns

! Treatments include: botanical, 
nutritional, & lifestyle medicine; 
acupuncture; homeopathy; 
& hydrotherapy

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Dwayne Hooper BSc, DC

! Relief for back, neck, joint & muscle 
pain, & headaches…

! Treatment of sports, work, accident 
injuries, & arthritic pain

! Gentle & safe treatments including 
rehab and custom orthotics

905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry

REGISTERED MASSAGE 
THERAPIST
Erin Smith RMT

! Therapeutic treatments of overuse 
& repetitive strain injuries

! Natural hands-on treatment for 
acute-chronic pain, relaxation, 
& stress 

! Experienced with pre- and post-
natal massage & infant massage

New patients of all ages welcome –
Services covered by many extended health plans.
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 There’s nothing quite like a night 
under the stars and Scugog area 
residents will have a chance to 
enjoy both ‘stars in the sky ‘and 
‘stars of the silver screen’ at 
Palmer Park later this month.

   The Port Perry BIA will 
host a night in the park on 
Thursday, August 21, featur-
ing the hilarious film “Hair-

spray”, which stars John Travolta, 
Michelle Pfeiffer and Christopher 
Walken, starting a dusk.
 But come early, bring a blanket 
or a lawn chair and take part in the 
pre-show events beginning at 7 p.m. 
There will be a 1960s costume con-
test, and a chance to win a “mini-
makeover”, as well as enjoy refresh-
ments, including freshly popped 

popcorn and soft drinks.
 In addition there will be a VIP 
Seating Raffle, with the winners be-
ing treated to comfortable seating 
close to the screen under cover.
 Whether you bring the kids, the 
whole family or come alone, this 
will be a fun night for all ages and 
a chance to enjoy a night under the 
stars in Port Perry.

BIA presents “Hairspray” under the stars in Palmer Park

Something Else…
Distinctive items available to you – on Queen Street West, Port Perry

Rediscover
Downtown Port Perry –

West of Perry Street!
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Inspirations

              Love of Jo     Menzie’s     Caviar & Cobwebs     Henshall’s     Kid’s Cupboard      Framer’s     Adorn                   

Gold Leaf Chandelier
ADORN

235 Queen Street 
905-985-5559

Dress Shirts & Slacks
HENSHALL’S 

CLOTHING & GIFTS
241 Queen Street

905-985-1965

Hair Extentions
MENZIES SALON & SPA

257 Queen Street
 905-985-7101

www.menziessalonspa.com

FOR THE LOVE OF JO 
COFFEE HOUSE

261 Queen Street  
905-985-5200

Shell Vase
INSPIRATIONS ON 

QUEEN STREET
246 Queen Street

905-985-9005

Melissa & Doug
Standing Art Easel

THE KID’S CUPBOARD
239 Queen Street

 905-985-7707

Art Supplies
THE FRAMER’S GALLERY

237 Queen Street 
905-985-2543

Poole, Clarice Cliffe
Rhead Pottery

CAVIAR & COBWEBS
255 Queen Street

905-985-6929
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Facing the setting sun on a warm summer’s evening with 
his favourite tunes playing on a nearby stereo, 24 
year-old Devon Smith seems perfectly at ease. 
As the breeze picks up and the sun descends 
behind the trees, it seems he is using this peace-
ful time to reflect on the extraordinary achieve-
ments he has made for himself. 

Despite the setbacks of his severe disabil-
ity – born with Congenital Hydrocephalus (a term 
which literally means “water on the brain”), Devon 
has succeeded in leading the best life he can live. 
And his parents Bob Smith and Heather 
Haliburton-Smith assure this commend-
ing skill is due to one important 
factor. 

Devon is a fighter. He’s been 
a fighter all his life. He has fought 
his way through 52 operations 
on his head alone; one dur-
ing which he actually awoke 
while the surgeons were 
working on his skull. 

He has fought the af-
fects of cerebral palsy which 
attacked his muscles and 
joints and has infected his 
left side. He has also fought 
the impediments of blindness 
and epilepsy.

 Aside from his medical 
battles, he has fought and con-
quered one very important 
battle. He has won the recog-
nition of his community and 
the chance to be seen as the ex-
traordinary individual he is; a 
young man with many talents 
and a big heart. 

Devon and his parents 
fought diligently for the right for 
him to participate in high school 
classes just like every other student, 
and the right to hold a job in the 
same work environment as every-
one else. It is unquestionable that, 
although Devon has won the appre-
ciation of so many, he continues to win 

the admiration of his community each and every day.
The main reason for this constant appreciation is Devon’s 

devotion to serving his community. Seven years ago, he be-
gan delivering mail to shop owners on Queen Street in Port 
Perry and since then, the number of businesses he serves 

has greatly grown, but he could still handle more.
 As Devon’s mother Heather says, “this was Dev-

on’s way of giving back to the community who has 
given so much to him over the years… it is really peo-

ple helping people.”
 Simply mentioning the name Devon Smith to 

some community members brings a heartwarm-
ing response. During his usual mail route 

with his assistant Amanda Hill, Devon is 
often found smiling and laughing and he 
registers the same effect on the people he 

stops to visit. As Amanda says, “Devon 
is certainly well known around here… 

many people are always excited to see 
him.” 

Heather explains, many of the 
shop owners know Devon and an-

ticipate his arrival every day. They of-
ten light up as soon as he walks through 
the doorway and are eager to ask Dev-
on about his day. And, through sun, 
snow and rain, Devon always shows 

up at their doorstep with a smile on 
his face. He has been diligently serv-
ing Sobeys, Love of Joe, Henshall’s, 
POE Design, Herrington’s, Caviar 
and Cobwebs, Adorn, Kid’s Cup-

board, Jesters Court and the Piano 
Café (in which he always looks for-
ward to a free meal out of the deal, 
as Heather jokes). 

So what sparked Devon’s inter-
est in mail delivery? 

Heather explains, Devon was 
always very responsive in getting 

    DEVON’S
CH-AIR-MAIL

Local man  
triumphs over 

odds and  
delivers with  

a smile

Simply mentioning the  
name Devon Smith brings  
a heartwarming response.
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from Point A to Point B through the use 
of his power chair. “Devon understood 
the process and value of assisting others,” 
she says. “It’s a two-way street; he helps 
those who have helped him and it’s great 
social exposure for Devon.” 

According to Bob and Heather, it was 
crucial that Devon be raised in a normal 
environment. “It was important that 
Devon learned to work everyday and 
volunteer with charities and community 
events.” He worked on parking duty for 
the annual “Dragon Boat Fes-
tival” and he volunteers regu-
larly for “Aquarama” and Ro-
tary. “We wanted people to see 
Devon for all the things he could 
do and not the things he wasn’t 
able to do.”  

Sheri Smith was Devon’s 
caretaker for about ten years 
throughout his early childhood 
and she agrees that it was im-
portant for Devon to get out and 
experience a variety of different 
social situations. Sheri began 
working with Devon when he 
was just four years old and she 
often accompanied him to sum-
mer camp, the YMCA and sport-
ing activities, such as swimming. 
She says she always marveled at 
how quickly and easily Devon 
familiarized himself with new 
environments and people. 

“Devon always adapted 
to every activity that the other 
children were involved in… he 
was always a part of the group 
no matter what we were doing,” 
says Sheri. “In fact, Devon was 
always in the forefront and I was 
often just tagging along making 
new friends along with him.”

On a personal level Sheri credits Dev-
on as having taught her more about life 
then anyone else could have. “He gave 
me the gift to appreciate all the little 

things that I am so lucky to be able to 
do.  Something as small as getting out 
of bed on my own and brushing my 
teeth. These are all the things that most 
people take for granted.”
 “Because of him I live each day as 
full as possible. This is the example he 
sets for others.  I just want to say thank 
you to him for what he has given to 
me,” she concluded.

Devon has certainly proved his defi-
ance against his disability. Amanda ex-

plains that many people are surprised 
to witness all of the tasks and chores 
that Devon carries out everyday. For in-
stance, if a store is not wheelchair acces-
sible, Devon stands up from his chair and 
walks into the store so that he can deliver 
his mail personally. 

He also commits himself to daily 
workouts that help keep his legs in tip-
top shape. Aside from his exercise, Devon 
spends his days working voluntarily at 
Canadian Tire. With the help of his assis-
tant, Amanda, he is able to stock shelves 
and clean the facility. And before he can 
tire from his morning routine at Cana-

dian Tire, he’s off to Queen Street for his 
afternoon mail delivery. As Amanda says, 
“It’s amazing to see Devon at work.”  

However, in his free 
time there is nothing Dev-
on loves more than listen-
ing to music. Amanda 
can’t help but smile when 
Devon stops right outside 
of “Love of Joe” while 
delivering the mail. “He 
loves to stop and listen 
to the jazz music playing 
outside the shop,” she ex-
plains. She laughs before 
adding that it often takes 
quite a lot of encourage-
ment to get Devon to con-
tinue past the restaurant. 
But he always continues 
on his duties – and with a 
smile of course!  

Devon’s smile is res-
onating! Whether he’s 
among family, friends or 
simply acquaintances on 
the street, the sense of 
joy and happiness that 
he brings is truly inspira-
tional. He has walked his 
friend and prior assistant 
down the aisle on her wed-
ding day. He has encour-

aged businesses to donate 
to the Rotary Club for Easter Seals, which 
provides funds for wheelchairs, special 
strollers, leg braces and other orthopedic 
devices. But, more than anything else, he 
has shown the community that it’s pos-
sible to triumph over any obstacle in life. 

So, tonight as he sits outside enjoying 
his music, much of Devon’s battle seems 
to be behind him. Now he can be proud 
of all the wonderful things he has accom-
plished and look forward to the opportu-
nities that lie ahead for him.  

Photos and story by
 Christina Coughlin

Focus on Scugog    

Devon gave me the gift 
to appreciate all the little 
things that I’m so lucky  
to be able to do... 

former caregiver Sheri Smith  

Devon with his caretaker Amanda Hill during his mail route deliveries.

We wanted people to see 
Devon for all the things he 
could do – not the things  
he wasn’t able to do... 

Heather Haliburton-Smith
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905-985-1555
16050 Old Simcoe  Rd.
Unit 7 & 8,  Port Perry

fun@kangajax.com
NOW REGISTERIN

G FO
R SE

PTEM
BER PROGRAMS

For adults we offer:
Samba, Salsa, Hip Hop, 

Irish Step Dancing, 
Highland, Yoga, 

Pre/Post Natal Yoga, 
Abs/Cardio, Sculpt, 

Kickboxing,
 Pilates, 

Jujitsu, and 
Senior’s Fitness.

Drop in Centre 
available while you 

work out.

Gymnastics, Jujitsu, 
Tap, Jazz, Little Feet, 
Yoga, Hip Hop, Irish Step Dancing, 
Cheerleading, Highland

Unique Birthday Parties, 
Summer, Christmas, 

March Break, PA Day Camps, 
DROP IN PLAY CENTRE

Are you looking for a quality 
nursery program for your child?
Denise Kveton-Roy  BA, ECE
tel: 905-985-2605     
steppingstoneshc@sympatico.ca
445 Kent Street, Port Perry

Helping children grow one step at a time!

• Early Childhood Educator
• First Aid & CPR certified
• Planned activities & free play
• Circle/group time
• Preschool/Infant Nursery Programs

Port Perry 

Tai Chi
OPEN HOUSE
Monday September 8
6:00 - 7:30 pm
St. John’s Presbyterian Church
Queen Street, Port Perry
Info: Beth  905-985-2062

A Location of the 
Canadian Tai Chi Academy

Health Maintenance and Improvement for all ages!

royal conservatory of music
classics

contemporary
jazz

new age
easy listening

905-985-2757
Debbie Benson
15 YEARS EXPERIENCE

ages 5 to 65

rock ‘n roll

throw a stone

dance up a storm

break a sweat

reach potential

get creative

play a tune

Tai Chi – an Exercise for Health
The Port Perry location of the Canadian Tai Chi Academy teaches Full 
Extension Tai Chi. Master Moy Lin-Shin, when he came to Canada, 
modified the 108 move Yang Style Tai Chi to provide an exercise that is 
good for health. The moves of this form of Tai Chi open up all the joints 
of the body for the circulation of blood, lymphatic fluid, nerves and 
energy (Qi) to pass through easily. With good circulation, the body will 
heal and rejuvenate itself naturally.
Our senior instructors were personal students of Master Moy and give 
regular classes at our location. For information, call Beth 905-985-2062 
www.canadiantaichiacademy.org

Sport and Exercise Programs for Kids and Adults
Kanga Jax ( KJ’s) offers children, Gymnastics, Jujitsu (martial arts/self defense), Tap, Jazz, 

Little Feet, Yoga, Hip Hop, Irish Step Dancing, and Cheerleading and Highland which both 
offer a competitive level. Unique Birthday Parties, Summer, Christmas, March Break, and PA 
Day Camps, and a DROP IN PLAY CENTRE for rainy or hot days.

Siblings of children enrolled in programs can play in a 30 ft play centre designed for ages 
1-12, so parents can relax, read magazines, work on a computer, watch TV, or coordinate their 
own dance/exercise class of their own. Programs are reasonably priced and payment plans 
are available, if necessary.

For adults we offer, Samba, Salsa, Hip Hop, Irish Step-dancing, Highland, Yoga, Pre/Post 
natal Yoga, Pilates, Kickboxing, Abs/Cardio sculpt, Jujitsu, and senior’s fitness.

There is something for all ages.
Customer service is second to none. Drop in today for a tour or call 905-985-1555.
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Meet old friends and make new ones.
BREAK THE ICE!

Call Lynn Hoey for more information.
905-985-5690  /  905-985-7972
www.portperrycurling.com • info@portperrycurling.com

P O RT  P E R RY  C O M M U N I T Y  C U R L I N G  C L U B

Tuesday October 7th, 5:00 pm – Social & Barbecue 
followed by Annual General Meeting

Curling. Give it a Shot!

REGISTRATION & SOCIAL
September 9 & 10,  6:30 pm
Port Perry Community Curling Club,
483 Bay Street, Port Perry
LEARN TO CURL &
REFRESHER SESSIONS
Novice & Beginner
September 24, 25, 30, October 1
6:30 - 9:30 pm
CURLING INSTRUCTION
& REFRESHER
October 7, 8 & 15, 12:30 - 3:00 pm

ADULT LEAGUES
Mens, Ladies, Mixed, 
Business Women, Senior Mixed

YOUTH LEAGUES
Ages 7-12  and  13-19
$60.00/season

FREE!

FREE!
SPECIAL RATE!!!  
First Time Ever Curlers
$99.00/season

15926 Simcoe Street
Port Perry  

HM MUSIC SCHOOL
Lessons in guitar, bass, drums, vocals
 Bands and concerts

905-985-4186

New Beginner Classes
Starting in the

Latcham Centre

OPEN HOUSES
Monday, Sept. 8 - 7:00-9:00 pm

Thursday, Sept. 11 - 1:30-3:30 pm

Classes are taught by accredited 
Taoist Tai Chi®  instructors who continually 

update their skills.

905-668-6500
®

Learn the Art of of

Lead Came or Copper Foil Methods
BEGINS SEPTEMBER 2nd & 3rd

Tuesday or Wednesday,  Afternoons or Evenings
~ Cost: $90.00 for 8 lessons plus materials ~

Book by August 28

Contact: Heidi Rogers
905-985-6630

LCA Stained Glass & Consulting
2436 Ma Browns Road, Port Perry  

www.lcastainedglass.com

A Fun-Loving Environment
Stepping Stones Home Childcare provides certified nursery 

programs for children 12 months and up.  Your child will be enrolled 
in a professionally implemented program that encompasses all of 
your child’s developmental needs.  Infant classes run once a week 
and preschool classes operate twice a week for two and a half 
hours. Among several of the benefits, the program gives children 
an opportunity to socialize and integrate with peers of the same 
age and stage level.

Programming is based on emergent curriculum which enables 
your child to be actively involved and gain optimum learning 
experiences through play-based activities.  You will have the 
confidence and peace of mind in knowing that Stepping Stones 
Home Childcare nursery programs are a great way for your child 
to socialize, explore, discover, learn and create in an ECE child-
friendly and fun-loving environment. Call Denise 905-985-2605.
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Some of the costumed dancers who took part in the Pow Wow, included a group of six dancers from Mexico (centre) dressed in Aztec regalia.

Participants of the Pow Wow take part in a procession, accompanied by native drummers, around the large dancing circle.

day of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island annual Pow Wow, but it could 
not deter the dozens of dancers who dressed in traditional costumes for 

this popular event. Following the traditional grand entry and invocation the 
public was invited to take part in a procession around the dancing circle. 
Dozens of vendors were on hand selling native arts and crafts.
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webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

Sear
Tailoring &
Professional  
Alteration

905-982-1955
1869 Scugog St., Unit 4
Port Perry

16 Years Experience

SERVING
SCUGOG
SINCE 1997

Lisandras
Winemaking at its BEST
38 Water Street, Port Perry

905-985-1197

explore a world of wines
You won’t ! nd a better selection of well-priced and 
premium wines. Our knowledgeable sta"  can help 
you choose the perfect one.

Pesticides - stop the foolishness

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

To The Editor
 As we walk our dog through the neighbourhoods of beauti-
ful Port Perry trying to avoid the toxic smell of sprayed lawns, 
we cannot help but wonder - “what the hell are people think-
ing?”
 These pesticides have been implicated by the Canadian 
Cancer Society and have a direct link to certain cancers and 
are especially dangerous to those most vulnerable, our pre-
cious children.  The Ontario College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, thanks the leadership of the Provincial Government 
for Bill 64 and looks forward to pesticide-free communities.
  What more proof do you need folks?
  Do you honestly believe that the weeds you spray and 
the bugs killed this year will not be back next year, when the 
purchasing and spraying of these products will NOT be al-
lowed?

not start right now?
  How about we all go out and buy a weed remover and get 
the kids off the couch and outside to pull some weeds? They 
will feel as though they have contributed to their households 
and communities and will be better humans in the future for 
having done so. They will learn a new skill and appreciate 
their environment.
 We can’t just talk to kids about saving the planet; we have 
to begin to show them how! Children learn what they live!
  Stop the foolishness and when the weed person comes a 
calling, tell them you have already taken care of it!

Bob Dale and Adele Evans
Port Perry, Ontario

United Way Kickoff Campaign 
 The United Way Campaign will kickoff next month with 
a fun-filled afternoon. 
   While local bank managers serve up delicious hamburg-
ers, you can cheer on your favourite team in the ‘Tricycle Rac-
es’ along Perry Street, where local businesses will compete for 
the coveted “Tour de Perry” trophy!  
 Guaranteed laughs and smiles – all to generate awareness 
of the United Way. Come out and enjoy this fun-filled event 
September 16, 12-2 p.m. in front of the township office.

WE CAN GET YOU BACK IN THE GAME
With golf season upon us, it’s time to look after those 
persistent aches and pains.

We have many services to offer you:
Physiotherapy, Massage Therapy, Acupuncture, Bracing 
and Orthotics.

Call us today for your individualized assessment.
Evening and early morning appointments available.

No referral necessary.

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry
For an appointment call: 905-985-8363

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 
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SUTTON FAIR AND 
HORSE SHOW

August 7 - 10, 2008

FENELON FAIR
August 8 - 10, 2008

BLACKSTOCK FAIR
August 22 - 23, 2008

PORT PERRY FAIR
August 30 - Sept. 1, 2008

DURHAM CENTRAL 
FAIR – ORONO

September 4 - 7, 2008

UXBRIDGE FAIR
September 5 - 7, 2008

SUNDERLAND FAIR
September 9 - 10, 2008

BEAVERTON FAIR
September 12 - 14, 2008

HERE’S A SAMPLING OF THE MANY 
GREAT FALL FAIRS WAITING TO 

BE DISCOVERED WITHIN A SHORT 
DRIVE OF SCUGOG TOWNSHIP

 FREE GRANDSTAND SHOWS
 The Road Hammers & The Higgins

Prairie Oyster
FMX World Tour Motocross

Tractor Pull  *  Truck Pull
Demolition Derby & Fireworks

• Midway 
• Live Performances 
• Children’s Activities 
• Celebrity Pig Races 

• Premier Livestock Shows 
…and much, much more!

Come check out the new fairgrounds!
Lindsay, corner of Hwy 7 & Angeline St.

Info: (705) 324-5551
 www.lindsayex.com

Plus:

Fun for the 
whole family 

everyday!

Fun for the 
whole family 

everyday!

AUGUST 23, 2008
Blackstock Fair

Super Kidsworld 
Dog Obstacle Course
Horse Pull  •  Agworld 

4-H and Livestock Shows
Fair Dance 9pm 

143rd Annual

• Demo Derby & Midway Aug. 22, 7:30 pm
• Corn Olympics Competition
• Classic Cub Car Races
• Indoor Country Music & Talent Contest

For more information call 905-986-0035

This
year’s    
theme:

Entertainment for all ages

CIRCUS JONATHON - 
Family Entertainer/ Juggler

SKATEBOARD
DEMONSTRATIONS
with Alcatraz - 
Skateboard Competition
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LINDSAY CENTRAL 
EXHIBITION

September 17 - 21, 2008

MARKHAM FAIR
October 2 - 5, 2008

UXBRIDGE
FALL FAIR
SEPTEMBER

5, 6, 7
in Elgin Park

I’m Going To The Fair,  ARE YOU?

LABOUR DAY WEEKEND
Saturday night August 30            

through Monday, September 1
Port Perry Fair Grounds, Reach Street & Old Simcoe

Sat. Aug. 30 at 7:00 p.m.

Truck & Tractor Pull
Sponsored by Great Blue Heron

Charity Casino

Gord Bamford
Sponsored by kx96

Bull Riding

Sun.  Aug. 31 at 9:30 p.m. Mon. Sept. 1

Truck & Tractor Pull
Admission

Adults:  $8:00
Children 5 -13:   $4:00
Children 4 & under:

FREE

Sunday & Monday
Adults 14+ : $8:00
2 Day Pass: $12.00

Children 5-13: $4.00
2 Day Pass: $6.00
4 & Under: FREE

Truck & Tractor Pull Sunday & Monday

+ + + +  P L U S
Harness Horse Racing & Pari-Mutuel Betting, 

Demolition Derby, Family Rodeo, 
4H Beef & Dairy Shows, Pet Contest, Heavy Horse Show, 

Midway, Beer Tent, Cloggers, Fiddle Contest, 
Home Crafts Exhibit, Craft & Agricultural Demonstrations,

+ + + + and more!
To  Uxbridge Reach St.

Sim
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.
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Bay St.

Queen St.
Hwy. 7AManchester

Reg. Rd. No. 8

Whitby Oshawa

FAIRGROUNDS

PORT PERRY

401

N

H
w

y. 
12 Old Simcoe Rd.

Sim
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e 
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.

For more info call 905-985-0962 or www.portperryfair.com

PA
Y ONE PRICE MIDWAY PASS • $20 ADVANCE • $30 DURING FAIR

Goo
d for

Sat
urd

ay evening or Monday ONLY • Watch for details on purchase location
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 Hard to believe it’s been just over half 
a century since Bell Telephone converted 
Port Perry to rotary dial telephones, but 
the town’s love affair with the so-called 
“talking box” really began almost 125 
years ago.
 And while Alexander Graham Bell in-
vented the first working mode 
of this amazing talking 
device in 1876, it took 
another eight years be-
fore telephone service 
was set up in the 
town.
 Despite a 
number of local resi-
dents showing inter-
est in establishing an 
agency earlier, it took 

until 1884 for long distance lines to be 
built from Port Perry to Toronto and from 
Port Perry to Whitby through Uxbridge, 
Goodwood, Stouffville, Markham and 
Brooklin.
 And although the lines were in place, 
telephone service through the Bell Tele-
phone stystem was not readily available 

in the village until about 1896.
 But residents of Port Perry 

weren’t entirely without tele-
phone service. An earlier pri-
vate telephone system was 
developed and installed 
throughout the district dur-
ing the early 1890s by Drs. 

David and Robert Archer, two 
well-respected Port Per-

ry physicians.
 The doctors 

installed their own 
telephone system 
so they could be 

reached more 
quickly for 
medical emer-
gencies. The 

w i r e s 
w e r e 
s t ru n g 
o n 
s m a l l 
poles, 

along fence lines and in trees, and were 
in constant need of repair.

 As a teenager, Dr. Robert Archer’s 
son Harold, was the busy linesman. The 
switchboard was in the doctor’s clinic, 
and relay stations were, for the most 
part, located in the general stores of the 
communities the telephone serviced. 

One telephone line went from Port 
Perry to the Scugog Island store and 
back. Another went to Seagrave, then on 
to Saintfield, Greenbank, Epsom, Utica, 
Ashburn, Myrtle, Raglan, Purple Hill, 
Cadmus, Blackstock and back to Port 
Perry.

 For several years, this private tel-
ephone system provided a great service 

in the township, not only for medical 
emergencies, but also for the quick trans-
mission of important family messages.

When Bell arrived in town, S.E. Allison 
became the telephone agent for Port 
Perry. The only telephone in town was 
located in his drug store (now Dana’s 
Goldsmithing) on Queen St. 

  It was more than a year before addi-
tional telephones were installed and a 
switchboard was installed to provide for 
the inter-connection of these new sets.

SUNDAY, JULY 6, 1958 - 3:01 AM

Rotary dial phones 
came to Port Perry  
a half century ago

    Patricia Rowe was only 16 years old  when 
she became a Bell Telephone operator in Port 
Perry. Less than two years later her job, and 
the jobs of a number of local women, were dis-
continued, when rotary dial telephones were 
introduced. Pat (left), who still lives in Port 
Perry, can be seen in the picture on the facing 

page while working at the old switchboard with 
other local operators.

Local doctors installed 
their own private  
telephone system

TALK OF THE TOWN
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 Five years after the turn of the century, the Bell Telephone Co. 
purchased some 87 miles of line and 54 telephones from three local 
doctors - David Archer, Edgar L. Proctor and Samuel J. Mellow, 
who each owned a small telephone system.
 The purchases increased substantially the company’s presence 
in the community and the number of Bell subscribers in Port Perry 
increased to 72.
 Telephone expansion continued in town and by 1911, new and 
larger quarters were needed to house the switchboards and tel-
ephone offices. Over the next few years, the increase in the number 
of telephones in Port Perry was nothing short of phenomenal - 
leaping ahead by about 100 sets per year. By 1916 there were 637 
telephones in town. 
     Expansion slowed following these years of rapid growth and by 
1929 the number of sets stood at 856. The depression made its pres-
ence felt on the telephone business here and by 1933 the number of 
telephones in service had fallen to 592.
     But by the early 1950s the use of telephones had made a recovery 
and a fourth operator was added to the switchboard to handle the 
increase in calls from its 1,238 subscribers.
 The long awaited announcement of the coming dial service 
was made in 1957 and the necessary construction and installation 
work to prepare for the cut-over was carried out in the community 
by Northern Electric and Bell Telephone crews.
 In April 1958, just two months before dial phones went into 
service, Bell employees began 
installing the new phones in 
homes and businesses in 
preparation for the conver-
sion.
 Then finally, at 3:01 a.m. 
on Sunday, July 6, 1958 the 
switch was pulled and within 
minutes the new dial system 
took over. The following day, 
Reeve J.J. Gibson made the 
first call on the telephone 
speaking with Ivan Kerry far 
away in Charlottetown, PEI.
 Of course since then 
we’ve watched as touch-tone 
dialing took over from the 
old rotary phones and communications technology has soared by 
leaps and bounds.
 But for a short time, 50 years ago, dial telephones were the talk 
of the town! My how times have changed. 

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

 Port Perry Reeve J.J. Gibson 

WN

-

 Sunday will be D-Day for telephone users in Port Perry. Shortly 
after 3 a.m. the telephone system will be converted from manual 
to dial operation. The changeover will take less than two minutes 
to carry out.
 The “cut-over” will be made with virtually no interruption in tele-
phone service. At a given signal, a gang of men wearing goggles 
will go into action at the manual exchange to disconnect all the 
lines to the old switchboards.
 The goggles are necessary because of the method of discon-
nection, which allows fuses to be ripped out by the thousands. 
This operation will require about 30 seconds.
 As soon as the old exchange is “dead”, a signal will be given to 
another gang of men at the new exchange to remove the “block-
ing tools” from the dial switching equipment.
 The “tools”, which are used to prevent the dial switches from 
working while the manual exchange is still in operation, are at-
tached to cords so that they can be yanked out in a few sec-
onds.
 Once the “blocking tools” are pulled out, the dial system will be 
in full operation.                              

The changeover

        F R A M E D      W  I  N  D  O  W     S  H  U  T  T  E  R  S  

Expires August 31, 2008

HOMESTEAD
Furniture and Appliances
1918 Scugog St., Port Perry
905-985-2451

Purchase FRAMED shutters 
for the price of UNFRAMED!

 F
REE 

FRAM
ES
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  In 2007, this area was 

hit hard by a nationally- 

reported carp die-off that 

put a spotlight on the criti-

cal issues of water quality 

and quantity in Lake Scugog. 

In addition to the dead carp, 

the lake experienced unusu-

ally low water levels and eutrophication (weeds). 

 The culmination of these events prompted Scugog 

Township Council to commit to hosting an event in 

the early part of 2008 that focused on the health of 

the lake. 

 The conference took 

place at the Scugog Com-

munity Centre on May 

8, 2008 assembling over 

100 representatives from 

all levels of government 

– federal, provincial and 

municipal, together with 

community, business, agricultural, environmental 

stakeholders and members of the public in a dia-

logue about the collective measures that exist to 

manage and preserve the Township’s important 

natural resource - Lake Scugog.   

Doug Downey, Chair of The Future 
of the Trent-Severn Waterway 
Panel provided insights on the report 
recently delivered to the Minister of 
Environment.

SOME KEY CONFERENCE  
RECOMMENDATIONS

• Keep talking and mixing 
ideas

• Build on the Leadership  
being demonstrated

• Establish a long term vision

• Public education is funda-
mental to success

• Enforce municipal, provincial 
and federal regulations and 
legislation

• Monitor progress

Durham Region staff Karen Hunt, Marlene Werry and Kristin Chambers 
represented their respective areas of economic development, agriculture and 
tourism.

Rob Milligan 
of the Durham 
Rowing 
Club, with 
members of 
the Regional 
staff in the 
background. 
From left 
John Presta 
and Garry 
Cubitt.

-
way showing other species that consider Lake Scugog home.

Ministry of Environment presented a panel on agency initiatives.  Other presenters were Barbara Karthein, Scugog Lake 

President, Meridian Planning Consultants, the Township’s planning consultant.

Participants supported the  
 

Lake Scugog Lore & Legacy  
The historical context of the lake. A 
full presentation is available on the 

township website.

20  FOCUS - AUGUST 2008   focus@observerpub.ca
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NEXT STEPS:
• Township has created a new Environ-

mental Adhoc Committee which has 
responsibility to review recommenda-
tions coming from the conference

• Township has committed to weed re-
moval in key boating channels on lake

• -
sider the impact of development on the 
lake

• Township staff will continue to build on 
partnerships with key agencies

Lunchtime round table discussions resulted in collaboration and ideas.

Gene Chartier, Township Commissioner of Planning 

John Mackey, right, owner of Port Perry Marina with Matt  

For more detailed information about 
THE LAKE SCUGOG CONFERENCE 

www.scugog.ca

FOCUS - AUGUST 2008  21   website: www.focusonscugog.com
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- to Dr. John Stewart,* on being se-
lected The Port Perry Star’s “Citizen of the 
Year.” John has spent the past 33 years 
tending to the health needs of the com-

munity as well as supporting and spearheading 
numerous local organizations and groups. He’s 
worked especially hard on ensuring Port Perry 
retains its hospital over the past few years. A big 
‘thumbs up’ to you John. Well deserved and long 
overdue!!

way, way down, to the morons 
who took it upon themselves to wind their 
way through Pine Grove Cemetery last 
month, pushing over and damaging doz-

ens of gravestones. Vandalism at any time is un-
conscionable, but the desecration of a cemetery 
‘just for the fun of it’ is about as low as it gets. 
The perpetrators should be made to apologize to 

Too bad we don’t still use ‘ye olde stocks’.

- to the Township of Scugog staff and politicians for 
their efforts to provide Habitat For Humanity with a build-
ing lot in Prince Albert, on which to build a home. It’s a 
generous offer and we understand the township’s insis-

tence that the home is offered to a local family. It’s unfortunate 
they don’t feel they can wave the development fees for this long 
awaited project, but an offer to defer payments should certainly 
help move the project along. 

- to the disgusting mess left in some sec-
tions of town by smokers who use our streets and 
sidewalks as their personal ashtrays. The number 
of butts thrown from car windows, and found lay-

ing on sidewalks around variety stores, coffee shops 
and restaurant patios is enough to turn your stom-
ach. How can anyone be proud of our town if our 
sidewalks look like the bottom of an ashtray?

- to local author/photographer Jonathan 
van Bilsen and his great adventure novel ‘The 
Crimson Mask.’ Anyone who enjoys a good 
mystery/adventure (Indiana Jones style) set in 

the wilds of Africa, won’t want to miss this exciting 
page turner. Hopefully there will be another “Quentin” 

adventure!  Copies of the book are available at Books Galore.

- for a decision by the township which could allow-
ing Shoppers Drug Mart to proceed with the new 17,000 
sq. ft. store on the Railroadhouse Motel property. Planning 
in this area has been lacking for two decades and this deci-

and Water St. is already a nightmare, especially on weekends. If 
allowed to proceed this could be one of the worst planning deci-
sions made by this council. What are they thinking?

Thumbs

* Photo of Dr. John Stewart courtesy of The Port Perry Star

FARM • RESIDENTIAL • AUTOMOBILE
COMMERCIAL • WATERCRAFT

Available Discounts Include: Multi-vehicle/Multi-policy/
New Home/Mature Driver (50+)/Retiree/Short Commute

Convenient monthly payment plans available.

For personal service and competitive rates, contact us at

Toll Free: 1-800-461-1468

Brown & Brethour
Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Proudly
representing

Over 21 years experience 
designing dream kitchens

for all budgets.
Silestone & Granite Countertops 

Drop in for your 
free design appointment.

48 Water St., Port Perry
905-985-3767

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

Night Safari
E X O T I C  A N I M A L S

Lots of new babies to see!
Saturday August 16
Starting at 7:00 p.m.

NORTHWOOD ZOO
2192 Cookson Lane

Seagrave  905-985-2738

$15. Adults  • $13. Seniors  
$11 Kids 12 & under  • 2 & under free

~ Barbecue ~ 
$5.00 Texas Burger & Pop, or Sausage & Pop 
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‘for the record’

for the record...

1. What was your favourite toy growing up?
I used to spend entire days pretending to be a teacher to nine doll 
students using my treasured blackboard and chalk.  Now 
as an adult, the blackboard has been swapped for 
PowerPoint and lucky me, my three beautiful 
daughters have replaced the dolls!
 
2. What do you like to do on  
       rainy days?
My days start with a to-do list....rain or 

in British Columbia so I got used to 
rain that dropped by the buckets or a 
continuous drip that sometimes lasted 
for months in the winter. But what 
I’d really like to do on rainy days is 

spend time in the sun, just like 
everyone else!

 
3. Something you use 
every day?
I use my contemplator’s chair... 

minutes. It’s a chair that 
has only ever been used 
for deep thinking so 
the minute I sit, I 
immediately go into 
the contemplation 

mode. My goal has always 
been to record thoughts that are unique.
 
4. Something you like to do with your 
husband and family?
My family and I are super keen RISK players. The game goal is to 
complete your mission by taking out a certain colour 
and the winner gets to sign the board which is always 
a hilarious ceremony! We recently had a RISK –off  

the same time!
 
5. Your favourite local store to browse through?
In summer, when out of town friends arrive, they will insist we 
go through every store in Port Perry, inch by inch. It helps me 
appreciate what is unique about our little town!

6.  Your favourite colours?
Any shade of blue is lovely in the sky. I think everyone welcomes 

green at an intersection and I very much enjoy the orange/

sunset.  I love the vibrancy of  red too so 
it’s now the colour of our kitchen.

 
7. Your favourite perfume or 

cologne?
I own an enviable selection 

of Roots, Prada and 
J-Lo  to name a few;  
all donated by my 
three daughters 
who grew tired 
of the scents.
 I say, “carry on 
with your testing girls!”
 
8. Your most vivid 
school memory?
My most vivid memories of 
school are the anticipation and 

school and the huge relief of 
the last day! Learning in the 

formal and structured sense 
of school didn’t interest me 
much, yet out of the controlled 

environment, I’ve been super 
charged up and enthusiastic about 

learning as if I’m still in school!

 9. Your favourite pass time when not working?
I like “observing” in the streets of Toronto, puttering around the 
kitchen and garden, listening to free tele-seminars from all over the 
world and two summers ago I was introduced to badminton which 
has become a backyard favourite in the spring and summer.
 
10. Your favourite saying (eg. ‘yah baby’, Duh etc.)?

“Let’s go for it!”
And then there is the one my family says they hear daily.

“Could you pick me up a chocolate bar on your way home?”

You can learn more about Monique’s programs at
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 This large Reach Township property, located just west of 
Prince Albert was originally owned by George Currie, an indus-
trious businessman who operated a general store along with his 
brother Mark in the thriving little community. Mr. Currie sold 
the property in April 1875 to Joshua and Margaret Wright. 
 The Wrights constructed this sturdily built two-storey frame 
home with a unique and unadorned tower over the front en-
trance. The Wright home is the largest surviving wooden home 
in the community from that period and is the only wooden 
home with a three-storey front tower. 
 The Wright’s extensive property (see sketch on facing page) 
was surrounded by large trees and the whole property was en-
closed by a decorative wood fence which protected the expan-
sive lawns, gardens and orchards.
 Joshua Wright was one of the area’s most active and influ-
ential political leaders for more than 30 years, being elected 
councillor and reeve in both the township of Reach and in Port 
Perry. He served in the Reach Volunteer Infantry Company as a 
Captain during the 1860s and was a director of the Prince Albert 
Public Hall Joint Stock Company.
 Mr. Wright started his municipal career as a councillor in 
1859 when he was elected as a councillor for Reach Township.  
In 1866 he was elected Reeve of Reach, a position he filled for 
three terms, and was honoured in 1869 by being elected Warden 
of Ontario County. 
 Between 1877 and 1893 he was elected as Reeve of Port Per-
ry on seven occasions. During his years as Reeve of Port Perry,  
Mr. Wright served as a commissioner of the Scugog Bridge (now 

known as the causeway) and through his efforts convinced his 
colleagues at the County of Ontario to complete the bridge as a 
permanent roadway. He retired from municipal politics at the 
end of his term in 1893. In 1871, Mr. Wright tried his hand at 
provincial politics, running as a candidate for North Ontario 
Riding, but was defeated by Charles Paxton.
 Joshua Wright began his business career in Prince Albert as 

Joshua Wright

ThisOld House

Wright’s unique frame home as it looks today, 133 years after it was built.

Joshua Wright’s residence with its unique spindle fence, as it looked circa 1890.  Photo has been colourized.

Unique frame home dates to 1875
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a successful maker of  boots and shoes 
gradually expanding and establishing 
his own tannery on property to the west 
of his home. He expanded his operation 
to Manchester in the mid 1860s. He was 
the first in the village to install a steam 
powered engine into his tannery busi-
ness.
 With the shift in trade, he moved his 
Boot and Shoe Store to Port Perry in 1873, 
and in 1877 purchased and outfitted the 
Sexton Mill property for a large new tan-
nery. In September 1880 he leased the 
Port Perry Grain Elevator and ventured 
into grain buying. When his lease on the 
building ran out, Mr. Wright proceeded 
to build a new grain elevator on his 
property near the railway station, finally 
selling out in 1883 to D.C. Downey. In 
1891, Mr. Wright returned to the grain 
business, taking over his building, which 
had been closed down and refitted it for 
an elevator and grain facility. In less than 

a year later the entire building and stock 
was destroyed by fire.
 Mr. Wright passed away in February 
1898, and in April the following year the 
house he had called home for almost a 
quarter of a century was sold.
 The next owner was Willis W. Cook 
who purchased it in April 1899 and lived 
there until his death. His estate sold the 
house in 1913 and over the past century 
it has seen numerous owners. Some of 
those who have owned the house in-
cluded George and Catherine Johnstone 
(1913-1922); Lillian Sprague from (1922 
to 1939) and Joseph A. Mitchell from 
(1939 to 1941). Other owners include 
Amalia Lock, Victor Charles, Ernest Ger-
row, Joseph and Bertha Smeets, Boluslav 
and Mary Spacil, Howard and Jean May, 
Donald and Grace Milne, Charles T. 
Blackburn and its current owners Rich-
ard and Ann Evans.

This sketch from the Illustrated Atlas of Ontario County shows Joshua Wright’s massive groomed and fenced Prince Albert property about 1877.

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

• Windows
• Doors
• Siding
• Sunrooms

We’re Proud of You

Love Mom, Dad
Rosie, Troy & Gus

Way to
   go girl!
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

Volunteer Utility Vehicles
4 x 4 EFI Series
TALK ABOUT BRAWN!
Conquer even the most rugged terrain with the 4x4 EFI util-
ity vehicle. Equipped with a powerful 31HP Caterpillar 760 
cc diesel engine, this sporty vehicle has a payload capacity 
of up to 1,000 lbs (635 kg). With its comfortable steering 
wheel, this sturdy vehicle guarantees the most comfortable 
ride ever at speeds ranging from 0-32 mph (0-51.5 kph). 
Equipped with a heavy duty 14 gauge steel cargo box, heavy 
duty transmission, solid tires and rims and oversized 7 gal-
lon (21.6L) fuel tank, it is ready for anything. Furthermore, 

it is equipped with a 
double wall insulated 
muffler and dual-car-
tridge air filter. With 
this machine on your 
side, you’ll accom-
plish even the most 
demanding tasks…
Smile!

 The large glass windows, which highlight the new addition to Port 

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Hi Peter
 I would like to give a thumb’s up to the new owners of my 
father’s old house at 122 Perry Street. Growing up there was an 
incredibly special time.
 It was never the nicest house on the block but at the 
same time it was the house where every kid in the neigh-
bourhood would come and play, listen to my brother Lorne’s 
band practice, or come and stay overnight when they were 
having trouble at home. It was indeed a very special house. 
 I think people need to remember that the outside of a house 
does not make a home. It is the love and the family inside who 
make it what it is. I would like to give the new owners a big 
thumbs up on renovating the old house and bringing it to the 
glory that was inside the house.
 Most of the residents of Port Perry thought that house should 
have been bulldozed but they were dead wrong. If anything, the 
eyesore garage across the street should be bulldozed.
 Lynn and James McDonald are trying to restore the beauty 
of Perry and Mary Street and are doing an incredible job with 
it. I thank them from the bottom of my heart for buying our old 
house. They were the right ones for us to choose from all the 
interested parties.

Joy Johnston (J.J.)
Port Perry

‘Thumbs Up’ for home renovation

1/4 Page
Ad

TAYLOR FORDER
INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
169 North Street, Port Perry • 905-985-8416

Congratulations
Deb Andrews
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 Dogs of all sizes and shapes took part in the Dock Dogs and other competitions which took place at Scugog’s Dog Days of Summer event.

 Scugog Shores Museum was invaded by dogs on July 19, 20 – big dogs, small dogs, 
jumping dogs, frisbee catching dogs and dozens of other tail-wagging canines. The inva-
sion took place for the museum’s popular “Dog Days of Scugog.”
 Unfortunately constant rain on Sunday kept many people away but despite the less 

than perfect weather organizers recorded a crowd of more 
than 800 on Saturday, which helped boost attendance to 
more than 1,200 spectators and dogs over the two days.
 Some of the many events taking place over the two 
days included the Skyhoundz Disc Dog Trials, Ontario 
Dock Dogs competitions, dog training and obedience ses-
sions, fashion shows and a parade of breeds. In addition 
dozens of vendors lined the museum grounds provid-
ing information, products and services for our canine 
friends.
 Event organizer, curator Aurora Hall of the Scugog 
Shores Museum, said she was happy with the weekend 
results and was pleased they were able to duplicate last 
year’s profit of $6,000 for the event.
 “Considering the weather on Sunday, I’m pretty 
happy,” she said.

P
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Dog Days of Scugog
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 The haunting echoes of the locomotive steam whistle 
vanished long ago from the shores of Lake Scugog, but there 
are many who can recall the sounds of the “Nip and Tuck,” as 
it chugged, somewhat tentatively, up the ridges from Whitby. 
 One man who remembers the sounds better than most is 
Jim Tobin, son of Gordon Tobin, the last agent (station master) 

at the Port Perry station. 
 Gordon had been the agent 

at Brooklin for four years 
before he replaced 
Guy Winters as the 
Port Perry agent 
in 1937. Winters 
moved on to 
Marmora, Ont.

 Jim was 
the eldest of the 

Tobin children. 
He has three 
sisters; Margaret, 
Marie Therese and 
Rita. All attended 
school in Port 

Perry and lived in 
the station at the Port 

Perry waterfront from 
1937 to 1942.  

  
 

 

 The Port Perry station stood in Palmer Park east of the 
present bandstand. On the main floor there were two waiting 
rooms, the northern one for the men and the southern for the 
ladies, although as Jim recalled, the women’s waiting room 
was not used as such, so his mother used it to hang her clothes 
to dry after washing them. Neither of the waiting rooms was 
heated. 
 The kitchen was located downstairs on the main floor 
behind the office and central desk.  
 Upstairs there were three bedrooms, a living area and a 
huge unfinished storage area. Jim’s bedroom was in the south-
east corner overlooking Lake Scugog.
 Jim recalls that the building had no insulation so that it was 
“as hot as Hades in the summer and as cold as the Arctic in 
winter.”  For warmth there was a pot-bellied stove in the office 
and another in the upstairs hallway.
 “Part of the agents’ salaries consisted of H.F.L.R (Heat, 
Fuel, Lights and Rent),” Jim  recalls. “We were fortunate in one 
respect and that was that we had all the coal that we wanted. 
As a result, after a long winter there would be a pile of ashes 
outside as high as a man,” he added.
 After finishing Grade 12 at Port Perry High School in 1941, 
Jim helped his father at the station, handling express and 
freight parcels and the telegraph. 
 He had learned Morse code in his father’s office at the station 
and often would hear the tap tapping of the telegraph at night, 
since his bedroom was immediately above the telegraph office 
in the station. He practiced on the station telegraph machine 
in the quiet of the evening, communicating with a friend at the 
Whitby station. 
 The last official train ran from Whitby to Port Perry in July 
1939. On this occasion, dozens of cheering Port Perry school 
children responded excitedly to the “All Aboard” of Jim’s 
dad. The children then prepared themselves for the journey to 
Riverdale Park in Toronto to cheer the arrival of King George 
VI and Queen Elizabeth.
 After the last train ran, the Tobins remained in the station 
for another two years handling freight and express parcels and 
the telegraph as Jim learned the skills necessary to follow his 

Son of former railway station agent shares his memories
of having lived in the old Port Perry train station

Jim Tobin
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father in a railroading career. 
 Jim affectionately rem-
embers Bill Nesbitt who 
picked up the parcels to 
deliver them throughout the 
community with his horse 
and an old wagon. Bill was 
also the village policeman on 
weekends.  
 After the Port Perry 
station closed, the building 
was turned 90 degrees and 
pushed across Water Street 
where it now stands as the 
back section of Ives Florists. 
 Jim’s father filled in at 
a number of stations while 
waiting to assume his office 
at the Haliburton station. He 
later retired from there. 
 In February 1942 Jim 
began work as a clerk at 
the Oshawa Station. 
His job at that time was to 

meet trains and handle the 
baggage and freight, and to 
check railroad cars in various 
yards. He worked six days a 
week, 10 hours a day for $90 
a month. In 1944 he became 
a telegraph operator at the 
divisional headquarters of 
the Belleville division.  
 He vividly remembers 
dispatching his first train in 
July 1947 from the upstairs 
window of the Lindsay 
station.  “I gave authority 
for a train to move directly 
and without interruption 
from Lindsay to Belleville,” 
he recalled. “I can still feel 
the feelings of fear and of 
anticipation as the train made 
its way across the Scugog 
River in the distance.”  
 “What have I done?” 
he though to himself.  He 

then telegraphed his father 
in Haliburton. His father 
responded and allayed all 
his fears with the simple 
message, “Well done, son.” 
 In 1949 Jim married Mary 
Alice Murphy, a nurse, of 
south Ops. As Jim followed 
his father into the railroad 
business, four of Jim and 

Mary’s sons have also taken 
on careers in railroading. 
Their oldest son Jim runs 
freight trains from Toronto to 
Sarnia. Kevin is a supervisor 
of signals on BC rail. Shawn 
is an engineer on the VIA 
passenger service and Mel 
was an assistant supervisor 
at Oakville.
 Jim and Mary are now 
both retired and live happily 
in Oshawa surrounded by 
friends and family and a 
wealth of memorable railroad 
memories.  

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog 

Railway station about 1940. Jim’s bedroom was the upper left window. 

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years

Swingin’ Summer Concerts
 If you didn’t get enough on Sunday night, 
there’s more great music to enjoy in Palmer 
Park this summer on Wednesday evenings. 
Port Perry Villa presents “Swingin’ Summer 
Concerts’ and will host two free concerts this 
month at the Rotary Gazebo.
 These free evenings of music and entertain-
ment feature some of Scugog’s most talented 
performers and are sure crowd pleasers.
 Bring your lawn chair, your neighbour or a 
friend and enjoy the voices of the Port Perry 
Senior’s Choir on Wednesday, August 6. The 
following Wednesday (August 13) Scott Handel 
will entertain.
 With summer quickly winding down, what a 
great way to enjoy a night under the sky and 
take a trip down memory lane.

‘Super Pet Calendar’ deadline
 Animal lovers of Scugog and Uxbridge have 
only a few more days to submit their favourite 
pet’s pictures, if they would like to see them fea-
tured in next year’s super pet calendar.
 Kathy Dudley, who has published the popu-
lar “Your Super Pet” calendar for the past four 

edition. All proceeds from the calendar will be 
turned over to the Uxbridge-Scugog Animal 
Shelter.

 Including last year’s surprising $8,000 ef-
fort, Kathy has raised and donated more than 
$28,000 to the animal shelter since starting the 
project.
 The process is very simple, but there’s not 
much time left. Submit a picture of your pet 
– dog, cat, bird or whatever! Entries can be 
dropped off at the Uxbridge-Scugog Animal 

5 p.m.
 Kathy has also arranged special drop off 
dates at Paulmac’s in Port Perry and Pet Valu 
in Uxbridge. They will receive submissions on 
Saturday, August 9 and 16 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
 Deadline for entries is Saturday, August 16.

Sunday ‘Concerts In The Park’
 The popular Sunday “Concerts in the Park” 
series continues throughout August in Palmer 
Park with lots more great entertainment.
 This month’s featured artists include the 
Uxbridge Community Concert Band (Aug. 10), 
Favourites From The 40’s & 50’s (Aug. 17), Out-
side The Line (Aug. 24) and closing off the sea-
son on August 31 is Alex Ingram and his Swing 
Tyme Melodies Band. 
 Grab a lawn chair, a blanket, head out to 
Palmer Park to enjoy some great tunes under 
the stars. Concerts start at 7 p.m. sharp.

More Things Round Town`
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R.G. Mechanical

Residential/Commercial
Heating & Air Conditioning
Sheet Metal Design
Fabrication & Installation

Natural Gas / Oil  / Propane  Furnaces
Central Air Conditioners
Humidifiers
Electronic Air Cleaners
Gas Lines
Electric Base Board Conversions

Sales & 
Service 905-985-5650

Fixing your home can be challenging. Save yourself the 
headache, hard work and inconvenience with a quick call to 
any of these professionals. They’ll get the job done quickly 
and easily, with beautiful, long-lasting results your whole 
neighbourhood will envy. Whether you’re in need of minor 
repairs, renovations or extensive rebuilding, you can count on 
them to lend a helping hand.

Is there room for improvements in your home?

Siding

Heating/Air

Additions

Cabinets

Electrical

Fireplaces

Renovations

178 Reach Industrial Park, Port Perry
905-985-3333  •  www.allenssiding.ca 

Allen’s Siding 
Products LimitedA

SINCE 1969

S A L E S  &  I N S TA L L AT I O N
OUR
PRODUCTS
AND
SERVICES:

Windows

Doors

Trough

Awnings

Solariums 

Roofs

Decks

Sunrooms
•  Family owned and operated since 1969
•  Member Gentek Premium Renovator Gold Club Program
•  Strong, written warranties
•  Part of the Energy Star and Power Smart Programs
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PRICING METHODS
Which one works best for you? 

When you hire a contractor to renovate your house, you must 
sign a contract that sets the price for the project. The contractor can 
propose different pricing methods. Being very specific about the terms 
of the contract and the payment methods is the best way to prevent 
misunderstandings.

The contractor can propose a fixed-price contract, which includes the 
cost of the construction materials, equipment, manpower, and fees with a 
provision for unanticipated requirements, general fees and the contractor’s 
fees. The submission can also include allocations for items that you have not 
yet selected; the contract is readjusted once you finalize your choice.

The contractor can also propose a design build contract. With this option, 
the contractor designs and executes the entire project. You can then 
choose between a fixed price and a cost plus contract, which ideally includes 
a predetermined limit.

RESIDENTIAL RE-ROOFING 
EXPERTS WITH OVER 
14 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Specialists in:
• Shingles

Asphalt & Fibreglass
• Chimneys
• Metal Work, Flashing
• Skylight Repairs

FULLY INSURED
WRITTEN GUARANTEE

Government licensed roofing 
tradesmen providing you 
with a clean safe efficient 
roofing experience!

Owned and operated by Aaron Cohoon

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL:

905-261-8879
1-866-357-3766

Computers...dishwasher...lamps...
garbage disposal... washer... dryer...

all running at the same time? 
That takes power. 

We can can take care of your 
power issues with the proper wiring, 

outlets and fuse box.

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Providing Service in Port Perry
Since 1974

ELECTRONIC
LIGHTING
SYSTEMS

INVEST      in your
Home

904-985-0420
www.wood-tech.ca    

FREE ESTIMATES – COMPETITIVE PRICES

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

WOODTECH
CUSTOM CABINETS

• Additions
• Renovations
• Custom made 
   Cupboards & Vanities
Siding • Soffit • Fascia 
Window & Door Replacement

AY
 ANKINR Carpentry & 

Woodworking

OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

       Shop:  905-985-3943
Residence: 905-985-3974
           Cell: 905-431-5528

3 YEARGUARANTEE
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CHOOSING YOUR CONTRACTOR
What you need to discuss before deciding

If you plan to have some renovations done, ask at least 
three contractors to submit estimates. For a major project, 
you can give them up to three weeks to prepare their 
estimate. Provide them with professional quality plans 
and proposals designed by an architect, a designer, or a 
qualified contractor. If you decide to hire one contractor 
to manage the entire project, the design plans can be 
included in a comprehensive contract. Because these plans 
belong to you, you can also choose to retain the services 
of another contractor to perform the work. Your proposal 
must include a precise list of all the materials required for 
the project, such as the type of floor covering, the type of 
brand of doors and windows, the finish you want, etc.

Next, meet with each contractor to discuss the estimate 
and make sure that it addresses the same jobs, uses the 
same materials, and includes everything you asked for. 
Confirm that price includes everything that the contractor 
will need to complete the project. You can assume that the 
price includes only what is listed, and you should expect 
supplementary charges for unanticipated requirements.

Carefully compare the estimates and make sure that 
each contractor is prepared to respect the start and finish 
dates for the project. 

Select the one who, overall, offers you more for your 

GREENWAY CONSTRUCTION
“Helping you help the environment”

With over 26 years experience, Paul McGreevy has 
worked in many different aspects of the industry, both 
residential and commercial. However, never moving too 
far away from finish carpentry.

Working with wood, drywall and tile for kitchens, 
bathrooms, rec rooms, stairs and custom design are all 
familiar concepts, which Paul enjoys. 

All my clients will be thrilled to know that I schedule 
one project at a time, therefore there are no distractions 
and leads to a stress free job upon completion.

Call early to schedule your free quote 905-985-8071. 
Fully Insured.

HAVELOCK METAL
PRODUCTS INC.

Your One Stop Supplier For 

Go Straight To The Experts… Go Straight To The Source

(705) 639-2857
www.havelockmetal.com

                         Serving the Durham Area

Don Morton 905-434-9655

Decks and Fences
Painting and Drywall
General Repairs and Renovations

Over
30 Years

Experience

905-985-0715
170 Casimir St., Port Perry

wildfire@on.aibn.com
QUALITY FIREPLACES
Award Winning Products

Straight Up/Single Storey
Includes:
• 1100 Leg Model Wood Stove
• Black Door/Black Legs
• 6’ Hi-Temp Chimney
• Round Support
• Flashing           • Rain Cap
• Storm Collar    • Black Pipe (Interior)

TAX INCLUDED
CASH & CARRY
Installation available at 
extra charge

$1999

EPA Approved   
Hi Efficiency
Minimal Impact on 
Environment

Flue ExtensionFinish Trim

Round Support
Storm Collar

Flashing

Storm Collar

Deluxe Rain Cap
SINGLE STORY

Sale Ends September 2, 2008
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HAVELOCK METAL PRODUCTS
 “A Steel of a Deal”

Havelock Metal Products is eastern and central 
Ontario’s only manufacturer/roll former of metal roofing, 
siding, trim and flashing specialist that sell directly to the 
public. When you buy direct from the source you cut out 
the middle man and save money.
HMP uses only the best and most technology advanced 
paint systems in the industry to manufacture its 
products.  The new revolutionary coating systems are 
designed to provide superior performance, unbeatable 
durability with outstanding corrosion resistance and 
colourfastness.  They also surpass the competition 
noticeably offering thicker and truer gauge tolerance 
specifications on their steel; the difference is considerable 
and clearly speaks volumes not only to the touch 
but also in the appearance. 

Havelock Metal serves all Ontario and travels into the 
eastern provinces. And although they are continually 
growing in the industry and have made themselves 
synonymous with steel, they commit to and pride 
themselves on providing small town friendly service. 
Their catch phrases like “A Steel of A Deal” and “Prices and 
a Turnaround Time that Leaves the Competition Behind” 
are challenges to be tested!!  Offering weekly delivery 
service to your area. 

 Havelock Metal Products Inc is located just off 
Hwy. 7 A short two miles west of the lights in Havelock. 

Call them at 705-639-2857 or visit their website 
www.havelockmetal.com.   

Fully Insured.

Plumbing & Mechanical Co. 
Your Kitchen and Bathroom Specialists for 25 Years

1-800-831-2383
905-985-6442

We can 
make your

Home
Design
Dreams
come true.

FREE
ESTIMATES

Create a 
Spa-style

             Bathroom…

 …or your 
  Dream
                  Kitchen

Licensed
& Insured
General

Contracting
Commercial

& Residential
Water Softeners 

& Filters

PG CONTRACTING

FULL KITCHEN & BATHROOM
RENOVATIONS

905-260-9291

Custom Tile Setting
Stone • Marble • Porcelain • Ceramic
Hardwood Flooring • Basements

FULLY 
INSURED

GREENWAY CONSTRUCTION
Commercial & Residential
Helping you help the environment!

Renovations • Remodling
Custom Design Work
Kitchens • Bathooms • Basements
Custom Carpentry • Stairs

Paul McGreevy - Port Perry
905-985-8071

26 Years 
Experience
Fully
Insured

  The

RIGHT
Connections

mean everything.

Your home electrical 
wiring is much too 
important to leave 
to just anyone. You 
can trust our careful, 
professional service 
to wire your home 
safely and efficiently.

MONSMA ELECTRIC LTD. 905-431-5042
INDUSTRIAL  • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
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 Staring into the eyes of a nine foot tall, 600 pound Sibe-
rian Tiger – who just happens to be the largest tiger in North 
America – may not seem like a probable situation, but at 
Northwood Zoo anything is possible. 
 Standing only inches away while “Sinbad” feasts on his 
lunch, I was truly amazed that I had the opportunity to be up 
close and personal with such a striking animal. 
 But this was only the beginning of my experience at 
Northwood Zoo. Nothing could have prepared me for what 
would come next – the amazing chance to hold two eight-
day-old Siberian Tiger cubs! 
 Watching them scramble around on the ground as they 
took in all sorts of new sights and sounds is an experience I 
won’t soon forget. Neither will I forget the feeling of being 
surrounded by a group of Lemoore monkeys as they happily 
swung above my head, stopping for a quick second to grab 
some treats from my hand. 
 While this may not be the typical experience for every 
guest at Northwood Zoo, the opportunity to see tigers, lions, 
primates, bears, wolf pups, and all sorts of other exotic ani-
mal species at an unbelievably close range makes the zoo an 
adventure in itself.  
 Even more exciting 
is the fact that many 
of the animals are 
actually stars in the 
entertainment world! 
Northwood’s bears and 
tigers, including Sinbad 
– who has just made an 
appearance on the hit 
show “Borders”– have 
gone through rigorous 
training to prepare for 
all sorts of challeng-
ing roles. It is because 

these animals are so 
highly trained that 
Northwood is able 
to offer such a unique 
experience to its guests.
 Immediately upon enter-
ing Northwood and hearing 
the lions let out their power-
ful roar, one can’t help but feel 
that they are far from any usual 
zoo, and this realization is only 
further solidified when one is 
greeted by the first group of wild 
cats – Canadian lynx and snow 
leopards. While these animals are 
often hiding away from sight, at 
Northwood Zoo the cats are in full 
view. Lively and vibrant, they can 
be found engaging in all sorts of 
activities. 
 Directly across from the cats, a new litter 
of feisty wolf pups – who also happen to be very gentle 

and friendly – can be found gallivanting 
together in their play pen, and they surely won’t 
hesitate to lick your hand as you pass on by. 
       Continue walking to encounter one of the 
most spectacular sights of all! Situated up at the 

top of a hill, a group of lions can be spotted loung-
ing in the sun. Whether the hope is to see a beautiful 

female lioness or a powerful-looking “King of the 
Beasts” or maybe even a couple of cute lion cubs, 
Northwood Zoo does not disappoint. Visitors are 

given the remarkable chance to stand only a 
few feet away from these breathtaking cats. 

       The same opportunity applies to all 
of Northwood’s diverse species. Get up 
close to the predatory cat, the Cougar, or 
even the intimidating grizzly bear. Laugh 

along as all the primates play, including 
the Japanese Snow Macaque, the Olive 
Baboon and, everyone’s favourite 
monkey, the White-Handed Gibbon. 
        Watch as Honey, the gibbon, 
shows off her impressive howl and 

swinging techniques or marvel 
at the mere size of Mackenzie 

Northwood Zoo provides a safe, loving  
environment for over 100 exotic animals

Sinbad, North America’s largest 
Siberian tiger, left, and one 

of the Kodiak bears at 
Northwood Zoo.
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the Gray Wolf as he sprints across his 
pen. There’s never a lack of activity at 
Northwood Zoo!   
      But for a more educational expe-
rience, be sure to visit the zoo for a 
guided tour by owner Norm Phillips. 
Norm will offer a wealth of knowledge 
on all the animals he has created a safe 
and loving home for. He also provides 
scheduled educational tours for larger 
groups, such as public schools, se-
nior citizen groups, and special needs 
groups. 

 While Northwood is dedicated to 
providing an exciting place for guests 
to come and see some of the world’s 
most fascinating animals, above all 
else, the zoo is committed to creating a 
better public awareness of endangered 
species. They are devoted to support-
ing the SSP (Species Survival Plan) and 
many of their cats are living examples 
of how their facility is making a differ-
ence to the treatment of endangered 
animals. 
 Another primary goal of North-
wood is to provide education, not 
only to the general public, but also to 
students involved in work/education 
placements, such as high school co-op 
or Durham College programs. They 
are heavily involved with the Ontario 
Disability Support Program and Scugog 
& Durham Region Tourism and various 

charitable organizations, including The 
Children’s Wish Foundation.  
 My final stop of the day was right 
in front of the bear pens. However, after 
feeding a treat to “Ben,” the zoo’s black 
bear (who has actually appeared in 
many commercials and movies), noth-
ing seems to faze me. Not even Cody, 
a gigantic kodiak bear, who is a mere 
two feet in front of me. One thing’s for 
sure; a trip to Northwood quite literally 
helps you face your fears of certain 
animals!
 After asking Norm whether the 
intimidation or risk of working with 
such wild animals ever prevents him 
from personally interacting with them, 
I receive a confident “absolutely not!” 
As Norm explains, even after being 
chased and attacked by some of his 
animals, he’s always eager to get back 
to training them and gaining their trust. 
 When it comes to training his ani-

mals, Norm is fully committed to what-
ever task is at hand. In fact, a recent 
television series had him training his 
bears to chase him up a tree. A job that 
would seem completely out of the ques-
tion for most people was nothing more 
than another day’s work for Norm.
 He explains that in his business you 
have to be 100 per cent willing to push 
the limits and endure the risks that 
come along with it. And Norm certainly 

does just that! He shows me the many 
scars and wounds on his legs and arms 
and explains that just to feed his new 
tiger cubs over the next few months 
will cost him well over 500 dollars. But, 
despite any setbacks, he is also certain 
that everything is worth it in the end.    
 As I prepare to leave Northwood 
that day, I spotted Norm excitedly 
showing a group of visitors around the 
zoo and realize that he is right in his 
element. It’s this undeniable passion, 
love and commitment to wildlife that 
makes his facility such an incredible 
experience.  

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

Thank You!

A Oppers Aluminum & Vinyl
Bea Findley 
Bob Brozina 
Brenda Casteels
Brian’s Towing
Brock’s
Cathy Maahs & Family
Chamber Children’s Choir
Charlie Ash
Charlie’s Pride Ponies 
Dana Romeril
Dave Porter & the Crew of 
Port Pyrotechnics
Dubble Bubble 
Durham Regional Police 
& Auxiliary
Durham Tourism
EMS
Fish TV
Fred Haines

Heritage Canada
Island Dance Studio
Janeen Kerswill
Janet Howsam
Jeff Hodgkinson 
Jeff Reid
Jillian Howsam
Joanne Cerovich
John Bascomb
John Rogers
Judy Barrett
Kaledescope
Kenna Kozak
Khrystyne Dowson
Leslie Howsam
LRC Dogs
Luke’s Country Store
Mad Millies
Margaret Lee
Marion Lee

McDonalds
Meta 4
Native Focus
Northwood Zoo & Animal 
Sanctuary 
Nutty Chocolatier
Our Student Volunteers! 
Port Perry BIA
Port Perry Optical
Port Perry Star
Port Perry Wado Kai Karate 
PP Print & Digital Services
Richard & Sandi Gauder
Richard Hart - DJ
Rory Taillon & Friends
Royal Canadian Legion & 
Volunteers
Sandy Dale 
Scugog Fire Department &
Volunteers

Scugog Island Cruises 
Sharon Foster
Stewart & Jan Bennett 
Sticky Monkey
Stranded Airwaves
Sweets & Treats
Terry Coyne
The Chipper Truck
The Cup & Cone
The Grant family
The Scugog Standard
The Township of Scugog
The Wee Tartan Shop
Tom Batton Home Inspection
Township of Scugog
Trading Post 
Tribal Voices
Trudalu’s Jumping Castle
Tweed & Hickory
YMCA

Come and enjoy a night under 
the stars!  Bring a blanket 
or a lawn chair and view 

outdoor screen.

Thursday
August 21, 2008 

Movie
starts at 

dusk

Feature movie is

A Fun Night for All Ages!
MARK THE DATE 

ON YOUR CALENDAR!

Costume contest – “Dress like the 60’s”
Chance to win a “mini-makeover” 
with a $5.00 donation towards the event
Popcorn, drinks, treats

Pre-show events: 7pm

905.985.2759Corporate Sponsor is:

(Rain date: August 25, 2008)

Northwood is home to  
‘Sinbad’ North America’s 

largest Siberian Tiger.

Norm is committed to  
creating better awareness of 

endangered species.
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 It’s been a month since vandals slipped into Pine Grove  
Cemetery in Prince Albert, under the cover of darkness, to  
desecrate the sacred ground. In the wake of their brief visit, the cul-
prits left 79 memorial headstones, some dating back to the 1870s, 
overturned and damaged.
 But that month hasn’t diminished the anger and frustration of 
Larry Mabley and Dave Jones. Nor does the fact that similar inci-
dents have taken place in Scugog’s largest cemetery in the past.
 Pine Grove Cemetery has been vandalized on numerous occa-
sions over the years, but before this latest incident, the most sig-
nificant damage occurred in June 1992 when 30 gravestones were 
vandalized. Further attacks occurred in July 1994 and twice during 
the summer of 1997.
 The latest incident of vandalism took place during the dark 
hours of Saturday, June 27, and was first noticed in the early morn-
ing. The timing of this latest spree of vandalism couldn’t have come 
at a worse time - one day before the annual Pine Grove Decoration 
Day Service.  
 Family and friends arriving at the cemetery Sunday morning to 
decorate their loved ones resting place were shocked and in disbe-
lief with the carnage that greeted their eyes.
 More than one person expressed the act was the “lowest of the 
low,” and found it difficult to un-
derstand how anyone could de-
stroy the sanctity of this sacred 
resting place.
 Donna and Glenn Van Camp 
were among the dozens of peo-
ple in disbelief Sunday morning 
as they arrived to care for their 
family plots. “It just makes me so 
sad,” Donna said as she looked 
around at the stones laying in 
pieces on the lush green grass.
 Fortunately, of the close to 

DESECRATION OF A CEMETERY

 Dave Jones and Larry Mabley look over a statue which was 
damaged beyond repair when vandals went on a rampage at 
Pine Grove Cemetery during the night of June 27th.
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QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

1 year powertrain warranty 
Good, reliable certified vehicles 

from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available 131 North Port Rd., 

Port Perry

905.985.8707

Buyers of: Ferrous & Non-Ferrous Scrap Metal, 
                 Cars, Trucks & Heavy Equipment

We sell Steel Pipe, Plate, Beams
BIN SERVICE AVAILABLE

Plant Dismantling 
& Building Demolition

Copper • Brass • Aluminum • Steel 
Machinery • All Electrical Scrap • Transformers
Heavy Equipment • Plant Clean Outs

WE PAY 
TOP CASH

Port Perry Salvage Inc.
& DEMOLITION

132 Reach Industrial Park, Port Perry
Yard 905-985-6121  •  Fax 905-985-6122  •  1-877-587-4557

Port Perry
Community Employment

Resource Centre
Complimentary

employment related
training available!

Internet Basics
Computer Basics

Hidden Job Market
Violence in the Workplace

For more information
905.985.1441

www.portperrycerc.com
116 Water Street, Port Perry

Employment Ontario programs are
funded in part by the Government of Canada

 General Dentists: Dr. Kevin Dunkerley       Dr. Tushar Mahendra
Dr. Sandro Del Rosso     Dr. Meetu Mahendra

Orthodontist: Dr. Bob Boyko
        Periodontist: Dr. Farah Walji

Serving Port Perry for more than 28 years

462 Paxton St., Port Perry
Located across from the hospital 

in the Medical Associates building

905-985-8459

EVENING
APPOINTMENTS

AVAILABLE

New Patients & Emergencies Welcome

•  H O M E

•  A U T O 

•  B U S I N E S S 

•  L I F E

•  T R A V E L

•  H E A L T H

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons, Owner/Broker
1564 King Street E. (Hwy. #2)
Courtice

 905-436-9090

™

 • HOME
 • AUTO
 • BUSINESS
 • LIFE
 • TRAVEL
 • HEALTH

www.waggfuneralhome.com

WAGG
  FUNERAL HOME

Port Perry’s Locally Owned & Operated Funeral Home

216 Queen Street, 
Port Perry

905-985-2171     
1-800-377-9139

•  
•  

•  

•  

 A great Winter sport is available right in your com-
munity! Come check it out!  The Port Perry Communi-
ty Curling Club will be offering curlers who are brand 
new to the sport a special introductory rate of $99.00 
for the coming season (October to April). 
 Free Learn-to-Curl Instruction is provided by 
qualified instructors  before the season starts. Curling 
is fun for all ages, a way to meet new people and to 
spend time with family and friends. Best of all, it helps 
to pass time during the long winter!
 Registration nights are September 9 and 10 from 
6:30 p.m. and will be attended by representatives from 
the various adult and youth leagues.
 As always, newcomers are welcome!
 For more information or to register, contact Lynn 
Hoey, Membership Chairperson at 905-985-5690.

Curling club welcomes new
members to a new season

eighty stones overturned, only three were damaged badly. 
And by the end of the day, July 1, thanks to a number of 
volunteers and a crew from Sanderson Monuments all the 
stones had been returned to their upright positions.
 Estimates put the damage at close to $20,000. There are 
still no firm leads into who the vandals are, but Durham 
Regional Police would appreciate hearing from anyone 
with information.
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 Port Perry Downtown BIA held their very popular Moonlight 
Madness event on June 26, and despite rain which threatened 
to spoil the evening, hundreds of people converged on Queen 
St. to take advantage of the great bargains and sales. Above are 
some of the crowds along Queen St. west.

 Port Perry celebrated Canada’s 
141st birthday on July 1, 2008 in 
grand style. A parade, shopping 
along Queen St., dozens of activ-

-
works display at the lakefront were 
just some of the many events tak-
ing place throughout the day.
 At right: Josee Foster, one of 
the contestants in  the ‘bubble gum 
blowing contest.’

Summer on Queen

 One of the new scenes on Queen St. this summer is Durham Region Transit buses 
rolling through town. Who would have guessed, even 10 years ago, that Port Perry 
residents would live to see the day that public transit came to town? Not us for sure!

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten
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www.durhamregiontransit.com    1-800-263-1916

950 Uxbridge / Port Perry / UOIT 
Monday to  Friday Service

Scugog Dial-a-Bus

TICKET SALES LOCATIONS
BLACKSTOCK

NESTLETON

PORT PERRY

UXBRIDGE

One fare anywhere in 
Durham Region including 

GO Bus, with a DRT ticket or pass 
(U-Pass for Durham College & UOIT students)

Scugog Community Dial-a-Bus 
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Scugog ?What’ s Up`

All roads lead to Port Perry later this month 
for the annual Port Perry Fair. The three-
day event really gets underway on Sunday 
with exhibits, midway, dairy and beef shows 
and entertainment. Be sure not to miss the 

opening ceremonies and the OPP Gold Hel-
mets. See details elsewhere in this issue.
Dates: Saturday - Monday, Aug. 30 - Sept. 1  

Opening Times: Saturday - 4 p.m.
  Sunday - 9 a.m. and Monday 9:30 a.m.

Location: Port Perry Fairgrounds

One of the areas longest running one-day fairs 
starts with a Parade Saturday morning. This 
year’s theme is “Corn”. Enjoy the Corny 
Olympics, corn on the cob, skateboard 
demonstrations, kid’s world, crafts, livestock 
shows, horse pull, agricultural tent.

Dates: Saturday, August 23
Parade: 10:30 a.m. from public school 
Location: Blackstock Fairgrounds
Admission: $5.00 each

BLACKSTOCK

143rd FAIR

PORT PERRY FAIR

40  FOCUS - AUGUST 2008   focus@observerpub.ca

The 21st annual Musician’s Corn 
Roast, in memory of country music 
artist Larry Dee will take place again 

this year at the home of Paul and 
Charlene Wasson. Come and enjoy 
eight hours of great music by some of 
Ontario’s leading country stars. Also 

enjoy the motorcycle show & shine. 
See posters around town for more 
information.
Dates: Sunday, August 10  
Time: 12 noon to 8 p.m.
Location: 4790 Mckee Rd., 
Admission: $5.00 each

Musician’s 
Corn Roast 

Aquarama, Port Perry Rotary Club’s popular sum-
mer event is back! This is a great spectator or par-

ticipation event for families and businesses. 
Watch teams race around a course in front of 
Palmer Park, and raise money for various Ro-

tary Club projects. For more information call 
Elgin Knopp at 905-985-2212.

Rotary Club

DATE: Sunday, August 17
LOCATION: Palmer Park, Port Perry

DEMOLITION 
DERBY

Come enjoy one of the most awaited nights of 
the year in Blackstock, when they host their 
annual Demolition Derby. Thrill to the sights, 
sounds and smells as cars try to bring their 
competitors to a standstill. Competitors are 
still being signed up in all classes.
Dates: Friday, August 22
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Blackstock Fairgrounds
Admission: Adults $8. Kids under 12 - $2.00
Information: 905-986-0035

Another FREE community event presented by…

Wednesday evenings at Palmer Park!
Bring your lawn chair and join us at the Rotary 
Gazebo every Wednesday evening at Palmer Park 
July 9 through August 13 for a FREE evening of  
music and entertainment featuring some of  our 
community’s most talented performers!

Come and enjoy

Upcoming Concerts
July 30

Irwin Smith
August 6

Port Perry Seniors’ Choir
August 13

Scott Handel
26 Water St., Port Perry
For more information 
call Liz: 905-985-2002
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Dr. Edward King
Orthodontist
Dr.  Thomas McIntyre 
Periodontist

Dr. J. Cottrell
Dr. J. Hardy
Dr. C. Banfi eld
Dr. G. Gales
Dr. J. Isenberg

905-985-8451

238 Queen St., Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE
Since 1974
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www.kerrtravel.ca

MULTI-DAY TOURSMULTI-DAY TOURS

6 DAYS A WEEK!
with pick ups in 
Pickering ~ Ajax 
Whitby ~ Oshawa 

Port Perry

DAY TRIPPIN’

11601 Simcoe Street, Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B3 • 905-985-8010 • 1-888-847-KERR  

Niagara

Only $15
Includes Buffet

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

Aug. 6 Afternoon Delight! -
 Orillia Cruise/Mariposa Market
Aug. 10  Niagara Fallsview Casino
Aug. 14 Seniors Jubilee - Toronto
Aug. 26 “Legends” - 
 Penetanguishene Theatre
Sept. 4 Shaw Festival  - “Wonderful Town” 
Sept. 9 Fiddle ‘n’ Show 
 with Darren Walters

Sept. 13 Walden Galleria, Buffalo NY -
 Shopping 
Sept. 19 Stratford - “The Music Man”
Sept. 20 St. George Apple Festival
Sept. 29 Credit Valley Explorer Train
Oct. 14 “Cabaret” - Stratford
Oct. 17 “Jimmy the Janitor” - 
  Stirling Theatre
Nov. 5 “The Sound of Music” - Toronto
Dec. 3 “Jersey Boys” - Toronto

EASTERN TOWNSHIPS 
FEATURING QUEBEC CITY & MONTREAL

~ 4 Days ~ Aug. 17-20, 2008 Only $685.00 p.p.

MYSTERY TOUR
~ 3 Days ~ Sept. 16-18, 2008 Only $599.00 p.p.

MUSIC OF THE HEARTLAND
BRANSON ~ MEMPHIS ~ NASHVILLE

~ 10 Days ~ Sept. 27-Oct. 6, 2008 $2,065.00 p.p.

ERIE SHOPPING WEEKEND
~ 3 Days ~ Nov. 14-16, 2008 From $255.00 p.p.

NO ONE SHOULD GRIEVE ALONE…
Share your memories, smiles, and tears.

Join our Bereavement Support Group
TUESDAY EVENINGS FROM 7-9 PM

who has 

Durham Hospice

905-852-4461 • 1-888-790-9414
durham
hospice
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