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Cover Picture
On January 29 the annual 
Lake Scugog Pond Hockey 
Tournament will take place 
at the lakefront. This year 
organizers are expecting up 
to 34 teams to take part in 
the day-long games, raising 
money for charity. Cover 
photo shows action last 
winter. See story on page 2
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 Lake Scugog will be the site for two exciting winter sports activities 
over the next few weeks, as winter takes a firm grip on the township. 
 Following an overwhelming success last winter, the  Lake Scugog Pond 
Hockey Charity Tournament is set to take place on Saturday, January 29 
with up to 34 teams expected to take part. 
 Nine rinks will be carved out of the lake ( four more than last year) 
and they will be maintained throughout the day-long event.
 Brian and JoAnne Callery, event organizers and major sponsor, are 
thrilled with the progress and say the tournament will provide plenty of 
action in the men’s, mixed family and women’s divisions, and encour-
age people to come out and support the players.
 Although not confirmed by press time, they are still hoping to attract 
some celebrity personalities to drop by during the tournament. Teams 
registered are coming from all over Durham Region and as far away as 
Belleville. Games start at daybreak and should finish about 4:30 p.m.
 Last year the charity tournament raised $10,000 for Scugog Memorial 
Library Expansion and Autism Ontario, Durham Branch. This year the 
proceeds are being earmarked to the Durham Dragons Special Hockey, 
an ice hockey program designed for individuals of all ages who are 
developmentally challenged, and would otherwise not be able to play.

 A real ‘bone chiller’ takes place this Saturday with the 
return of the popular Port Perry Hospital Auxiliary “Polar 
Plunge”. This is the third year for this event and it begins at 
11 a.m. at Palmer Park.
 Last winter 34 brave souls challenged the frigid water 
of the lake and raised over $13,500 for the local auxiliary.
 There’s still time to sign up if you’ve been procrasti-
nating. All you need to do is register and bring pledges 
totalling at least $200. And to make it even more interesting, 

Frigid waters of Lake Scugog  
waiting for fearless plungers

Focus photo from January 2010Please turn to page 26

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry

Recover From Winter Sports Injuries

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

Acupuncture
Massage Therapy also available.

The onset of winter sports usually leads to an increase in the 
occurrence of sports injuries. Common injuries this time of 
year include sprains and strains, dislocations and fractures.

Seeing a physiotherapist as early as possible will help you 
return to your sport as quickly as possible.

No referral necessary. 
Evening and early morning
appointments available.

For an appointment call: 905-985-8363
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Changing

 Here we are into the first week of January 2011 and 
already most people we talk to are tired of winter... but, 
cheer up, only four months to go!
 First off, we would like to welcome Robert Gauvreau, 
Chartered Accountant, who has recently acquired the late 
David Powell’s public accounting practice located at 
250 Queen Street, Port Perry. Robert has been practicing 
public accounting for more than 10 years and is very 
excited about the opportunities to grow his practice in 
Port Perry.
 Scugog Financial Services has been recently acquired 
by Michael and Frank Konopaski who have been work-
ing within the financial services industry with a com-
bined experience of more than 50 years.  Scugog Financial 
Services has been  a part of the Port Perry community for 

many years and are also located at 250 Queen St., Port 
Perry.
 We mentioned here last month that Cassidy’s Pub & 
Grub had vacated its premises at 56 Water St., so it was 
nice to see a new business is preparing to open in the 
small plaza. A sign above the main entrance indicates 
KJ’s Shack will be opening soon at this location.
 We received notification that Re/Max Scugog Realty 
Limited of Port Perry has joined forces with Re/Max 
All-Stars Realty which has offices in Toronto, Stouffville, 
Unionville and Ballantrae. The name Re/Max Scugog Re-
alty Limited will no longer be used but the office location, 
address and phone numbers are unchanged.
 That’s about it for this month... bundle up warm 
and we’ll see you again in February!

Welcome to

2011

905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry

CHIROPRACTORS
Dr. Dwayne Hooper

BSc, DC
Dr. Sabrina Hooper

BA, BEd, DC

168 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2521   •   www.brocks.ca
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“Life’s better at the Villa!”

15987 Simcoe St., Port Perry • 905-985-3312 • www.portperryvilla.ca

WALK-IN TOURS WELCOME!

Scugog’s long-time neighbourhood friend 
and retirement community.

WARM UP
WINTER CONCERTS
Watch for more details 

coming soon.

RSVP to Debbie at
905.985.3312

Drop in for a tour 
and ask about our 

trial stay.
Respite & guest 
suites available.

          FREE SEMINAR
“Drive Wise”

Wednesday, January 26 at 1:30 p.m.
Drive Wise is a free driver education seminar 

taught by an Ontario Provincial Police offi cer for 
mature Canadians.  They provide a shopping basket 

of succinct tips and driving strategies and will provide 
up to date information on driver safety. 

You can fi nd more information about the program 
by visiting drivewise.ca

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry YOUR NEIGHBOU
R
S

O
W

NE
D & OPERATED BY

Open from 7:00am to 10:00pm

HEALTHY
EATING

NEVER TASTED
SO GOOD!

Blue Menu™ offers healthier options without sacrifi cing the fl avours you love.

·  Low Sodium 
·  Omega 3 
·  Low Calories 
·  Nut Free 
·  Soy 
·  High Fibre 
·  Fat Free 
·  Vegetarian 
·  Low Fat 
·  Low Sugar 
·  Kosher
          

great meals 
start at 

Vos’ Independent

Over 440 grocery items for convenience, 
superb taste, great value and a healthier lifestyle.

·  Canadian 
·  Thai 
·  Chinese 
·  Indian 
·  French 
·  Italian

Worth switching supermarkets for.™
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 Through this series, Focus on Scugog has had the pleasure of introducing the former men and women who 
have served as mayor of  The Township of Scugog, since it was formed in 1975.  Over the past five months 
five mayors have been featured, beginning with Scugog’s first mayor, Lawrence Malcolm.  Also spotlighted were 
Mayor Jerry Taylor, Mayor Howard Hall, Mayor Doug Moffatt and Mayor Marilyn Pearce.  In this final article of 
the series, Focus spoke with Mayor Chuck Mercier, who officially took office on December 8, 2010.

CHUCK MERCIER
Scugog’s newly elected mayor 

just began his four-year-term 
as the township’s head  
politician last month, but 
took time out to discuss  
his visions for the future.

          The road to the mayor’s office is usually paved by 
an “apprenticeship” as a councillor in local government. 
This is where a political novice can absorb the lessons of 
that position, then potentially apply them in a bid for the 
municipalities top political position.  
      But Scugog’s new mayor, Chuck Mercier, travelled an 

exceptionally different route – starting his career in municipal 
politics at the top. Although the path he chose may be  uncon-

ventional, even controversial, the new mayor’s preparation was 
equally intense and thorough.

      “My background in policing taught me a number of useful 
and relevant skills,” he says. “I’m used to accepting the time 

commitment of a demanding job, and I’ve had experience 
building a strategic plan, linking it to objectives, and 
ultimately measuring its results.”
      Seven years in the Homicide Division of the 
Durham Region Police Service (DRPS) provided 
ample grounding in long and irregular working 
hours, while a later promotion to the force’s Execu-
tive Branch laid a solid foundation in administra-
tion. Another aspect of those administrative duties, 
he explains, which will serve him well as Scugog’s 
mayor as he seeks to create effective compromises 
among councillors.

Please turn to page 6

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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 “That (policing) job required a 
great deal of problem-solving, so I 
learned how to sort out where the real 
issues lie and work toward an out-
come which will satisfy all stakehold-
ers. In my experience, the majority 
of solutions are found ‘at the centre 
line’ – the middle ground – and most 
people are willing to work toward 
compromise.
 “Policing, speaking generally, 
gave me insight into all aspects of 
society – I saw people at their best and 
their worst. I also had the opportunity 
to work with a very wide variety of 
professionals: medical experts, educa-
tors, community leaders, business 
owners, politicians. And it provided a 

daily reminder that legislation is the 
foundation of good governance.”
 This skill set may have prepared 
him well for his current role, but 
candidacy for mayor was not listed on 

Chuck’s agenda when he retired from 
DRPS in 2009.
 “I intended to catch up on some 
lingering home-duties… working 
for ‘the head of my corporation,’” he 
laughs. “I’d been approached about 
seeking municipal office, and had 

time on my side to decide while I 
worked on renovations.”
 After assessing the community’s 
feeling about his possible bid, Chuck 
announced his candidacy for the 
mayor’s job. He was “humbled” by 
the dozens of volunteers who rallied 
around his choice, and eagerly hit 
the campaign trail. He describes that 
experience as “very positive.”
 “I didn’t know what to expect 
from campaigning, to be honest. But 
I quickly learned that the people I 
spoke to held a genuine interest in 
their community and the issues it 
faced, and were able to maintain a 
reasonable perspective on their issue 
among the community’s many priori-
ties.”
 Chuck’s agenda for his early 
weeks in office will ring true to 
anyone who has assumed new job 
responsibilities.
 “With council, I’m going to make 
a thorough review of our strategic 
plan, integrating comments I heard 
while campaigning. We’ll make that 
plan public, then set about achieving 
it over the next four years.”
 He identifies three key areas of 
focus. “Effective waste water manage-
ment in Port Perry is essential for the 

Continued from page 5

 Mayor Chuck Mercier, seated, is seen here following the inauguration of the Scugog 

each of the former mayors starting in August 2010.                      

“I didn’t know what to 
expect from campaigning 
but found people had a 
genuine interest in their 
community” ... Chuck Mercier

Jesse, Sara, Chuck, Mackenzie and Mike.                             
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future of the township,” he says without hesitation. “Eco-
nomic development – new jobs within the tourist, agricul-
tural, and industrial sectors – is also critical to reaching our 
potential, and we must continue to maintain and develop 
our recreational facilities.”
 He wears his passion for the community on his sleeve.
 “Part of our job, as council, will be to preserve Scu-
gog’s friendly atmosphere and its vibrant culture. Yet at the 
same time, we can’t rest on our laurels – we need to remain 
progressive.”
 Chuck’s love of community began with small-town 
roots and an innate desire to serve.
 “I was born in Timmins, grew up in Elliot Lake,” he 
says. “When I moved away (to pursue post-secondary 
studies in Law and Security Management), I chose Loyalist 
College in Belleville. And when it came time for Paula and 
I to raise our family, Port Perry was our clear choice. Her 
family had deep roots in that community and its small-
town feel was just my style.

 “Policing had 
always been my 
career ambition. 
You might assume 
that desire had 
been passed on 
from a relative, 
but nobody in 
our family had a 
background in that 

kind of work. I just felt a fire inside, to serve others.  I still 
do, and bring that passion to this job.”
 Chuck and Paula, his wife of 28 years, have raised four 
children in the community: a daughter, Sara, 25; and three 
sons, Michael, 26, Jesse, 18, and MacKenzie, 14. The family 
skis and attends church together - not surprising, locally.
 Chuck’s positive attitude permeates his statements 
about policing, politics, and community.  It’s an outlook, he 
says, he and Paula taught their children.
 “I wanted them to think of everything as an opportu-
nity, and I live by that philosophy myself.  
 “I’ll use that same kind of thinking in the mayor’s 
office. Government, in my opinion, is everyone’s job, so 
when people approach me on an issue, I view that as con-
cern about their community, that they’re trying to make it 
a better place. We can never afford to be complacent, and 
especially not indifferent.”
 There’s certainly no trace of indifference in Chuck 
Mercier, police officer turned politician. And there’s no hint 
of intimidation at assuming a demanding role in a much 
different arena.  In fact, there’s every indication he can’t 
wait to get started.
 “I enjoy pulling back the layers of an issue, working on 
corrective action. And I’m used to a very public role, so I’m 
not intimidated at all.  I’m proud of who I am and commit-
ted to the future of our Township.”
 He may have come to the Mayor’s job along an uncon-
ventional path, but you get the strong sense that political 
newcomer Chuck Mercier is going to fare just fine.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

“Part of our job, as council, 
will be to preserve our 
friendly atmosphere,  
but we need to remain 
progressive”    ... Chuck Mercier

Port Perry United Church

Please join us for our Special Service.
A sing-along of old favourite hymns 

and refreshments to follow.
Everyone is encouraged to dress in 

period costume.
This will be the start of many special 
celebrations to mark this occasion!

294 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2801  • www.portperryunited.com

           Rev. Tim Dayfoot / Rev. Rohan Wijesinghe

Ev!ry"n# W$lc%m#!

           Rev. Tim Dayfoot / Rev. Rohan Wijesinghe
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Sunday January 23  
9:30 a.m.

221 HP 179cc Cub Cadet OHV 21”, Single Stage, Electric Start, 
Auger Propelled, EZ Chute, Manual Deflector, Manual Chute Rotator, Gull-wing 
Folding Handles w/Bail, Full Shroud, 8”x2” wheels

221 LHP 208cc Cub Cadet OHV 21”, Single Stage, Electric Start, 
Auger Propelled, EZ Chute, Remote Deflector, Remote Chute Rotator, In Panel 
Light, Gull-wing Adjustable Folding Handles w/Bail, Full Shroud, 8”x2” Wheels

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271
12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

Walk Behind 
   Snow 
Throwers

WORKS TOUGHER.
NO MATTER THE
WEATHER.

YOU CAN’T GET ANY BETTER.™
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The Scugog Lake Stewards 
Inc. elected its Board of Directors 
for 2011 at its annual General 
Meeting recently, with Jamie Ross 
being re-elected president for anoth-
er term.
 Tom Phipps, from Williams’ Point 
was elected director and treasurer; 
Ian McLeod, Scugog Island, director 
and secretary; Lee Beacock originally 
of Seagrave, now Port Perry, elected 
as a director.  
  Other board members include 
Barbara Karthein, vice-president; 
Sandy Beaton, past president, and 
directors re-elected are, Maggie 
Williams, Carolyn Hall, Chris Hall, Bill 
Lishman and Lee Beacock.
 Outgoing treasurer, Ken Oldfield 
(upper right) was presented with fish-
ing rod and reel to thank him for his 
11 years of diligent work. 
 The SLS also presented a large 
bouquet of flowers to outgoing sec-
retary, Maggie Williams, who is still 
remaining on the Board as a Director 
(See attached photo).   
 Also attending the meeting was 
newly elected Scugog councillor Larry 
Corrigan. Larry, who is one of the 
organizations hard working directors, 
resigned to take up his new position 
on Scugog Council.

just a few things we think are
 worth knowing... In The News...

The Mississaugas of Scugog 
Island First Nation were in the 
Christmas spirit last month when they 
handed out surprise gifts to a number 
of Durham Region and area organiza-
tions.
 The donations, through the 
Baagwating Community Association 
have become an annual ritual and this 
year the BCA generously handed out 
more than $80,000 to delighted recipi-
ents.
 Among the big winners this year was 
the Port Perry Hospital Foundation 
which graciously accepted a $15,000 
cheque to be used in its physician 
recruitment efforts for the local hospi-
tal.
 Other Scugog area non-proft orga-
nizations getting the early Christmas 
gift were the Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
North Durham, who received $1,500; 
Operation Scugog with $3,400 and 
the Uxbridge-Scugog Animal Shelter at 
$2,500.
 Another large recipient was the 
Humane Society of Durham who great-
fully accepted $10,000.
 In all more than 20 non-profit groups 
and organizations received donations 
during the annual ceremony held at 
the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First 
Nation Health and Resource Centre 
on December 8, 2010.

The Township of Scugog held an im-
pressive inaugural ceremony to swear-in the 
new council for 2011-2014. The ceremony, 
held on December 6, 2010, was witnessed by 
a packed-council chamber consisting of well 
wishers and family members.
 It was right down to business for Mayor 
Chuck Mercier and his council with the 
unveiling of his committee chairs:
 Public Works and Parks – Councillor 
Larry Corrigan; Community Services – 
Councillor John Hancock; Fire & Emergency 
Services – Councillor Jim Howard and 
Corporate Services – Councillor Howard 
Danson.
 At Durham Region on December 8, 
Roger Anderson was re-elected for another 
4 year term as Regional Chairman. He was 
first elected as chair of the region in 1997. 

   President Jamie Ross, right, and Bill Lishman 
with outgoing secretary Maggie Williams.

If  you are starting to plan a wedding, it can be a very intimidating and 
overwhelming task. Many couples set out to plan their own wedding and 
once started realize that they would like some help in planning certain areas 
of their wedding. There are plenty of providers available for most products 
and services here in Scugog that will help to alleviate the stress by getting you 
started and helping you stay on track.

905-985-2172
204 Queen Street, Port Perry

ank’s astries
160 Queen Street, Port Perry

905-985-9687
pathwaytoheaven@live.ca

Christian Books and Gift Store

UNITY CANDLES
and unique gifts 

that the bride & groom 
will cherish forever.

The decorations on you’re cake are fun things to play 
around with and an excellent opportunity to tie in an 
overall theme you may have used on your wedding 
invitations, room decorations or the colours used in the 
wedding. Wedding cakes are a part of most wedding 
traditions, however, new trends are emerging where 
alternatives such as cup cakes or other desserts are 
‘dressed-up’ to take the place of the wedding cake.

Unity candle ceremonies have grown to become 
a popular and important part of many weddings. 

Through the lighting of one pillar candle by the bride 
and groom from two taper candles, this ceremony is a 
touching way to signify the union of two lives in holy 
matrimony. From taper to pillar candles, they’re sure 

to add a special touch to your wedding day. 
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Health concerns?
You won’t want to miss Scugog 
Township’s “Health, Vitality and 
You” wellness show in February

 Concerned about your health or well-being? Then 
the second annual Health, Vitaltity and You Wellness Show 
is the place you’ll want to be on Saturday, February 19.
 This is a great opportunity to raise your awareness 
on the different modalities of health care available in 
Scugog Township - to gather information and education 
from more than 30 health care exhibits - to participate in 
workshops, listen to speakers and put the “well” back 
into your being!  
   The schedule of speakers and workshops are as follows:
 “Optimizing Hormones for Healthy Aging and Body 
Composition” by Dr. Leigh Arseneau BSc. (hon) ND at 
10:00 a.m.
 “Hope During the Cancer Pandemic” - practical steps to 
take to clear and strengthen your body, mind and spirit 
by Brenda Leite, Doctor of Natural Medicine at 11:00 a.m.
 “Courage to Love Yourself” by Heather Bortolussi and 
Diane Hoover at 12:30 p.m.
 “Unforgettable” Bev Foster, Executive Director, Room 
217 Foundation at 2:00 p.m.
 “The Unhealthy Truth!”, how our food is making us 
sick and what we can do to take control of our health by 
Nicole Scott, BA, RHN at 3:00 p.m.
 The show takes place at the Scugog Community 
Centre in Port Perry from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and admission 
is $10 per person. You can download your $2 off coupon 
at www.therapeuticgrace.com . Please check the website 
for a listing of exhibitors and a timeline of events. 
 This a community outreach event and a fundraising 
event for the Greenbank-Seagrave Mission Team who 
promotes work both locally and abroad.

Dear Focus...
Mailbox
MoJacks extend wishes to their fans
 Dear Editor:
 The executive of the Port Perry MoJacks Jr. C. 
Hockey Club would like to take this opportunity  to wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy 
New Year.
 We are very fortunate to have such loyal fans sup-
porting us and look forward to your continued support 
in the coming years.
 The MoJacks have been part of the Port Perry hockey 
scene for more than 38 years and we’ve seen a lot of local 
talent come through the organization. Many have gone 
on to further their hockey careers.
 Once again, we would like to take this opportunity 
to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday.
   Sincerely
   Wayne Stainton
   on behalf of the players and executive 
   of the Port Perry MoJacks Hockey Club

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

Warranty Available 
Good, reliable certified 

vehicles from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house 
leasing 
available

HOPPY
NEW YEAR!

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Serving Scugog Since 1996

  JANUARY.FOCUS.32pgs.2011.indd   12 12/19/10   9:32:34 AM



FOCUS - JANUARY 2011  13   

        hen you put on a pair of shoes, fasten your belt or 
slide into the driver’s seat of your car, has it ever occurred 
to you what goes into making the leather that we encoun-
ter constantly in our everyday lives?

One Port Perry resident plays a major role 
in the process of getting leather from its source 
to your lifestyle. His name is Ron Cosway and 
together with his wife Sandy, they operate  
R & S Leather Sales and have done so success-
fully for 26 years.

Ron grew up just south of Port Perry in 
the village of Columbus, living and working 
on the farm his father managed. Any free time 
was usually spent doing chores or helping out. 
“They were tough times” Ron recalls, of his high school 
years. “But I would not have traded them for anything.”

Cosway is an interesting and uncommon name and 
its origin has an unusual twist. “My father,” Ron explains, 
“was born in England and was abandoned as a baby on 
a street corner. When the police found him they took him 
in, but had no idea what his name was. They found him 

on Cosway Street and aptly gave him the name.” Ron 
smiled as he recalled the story of his father. “The street had 
formerly been called Stafford, so my dad’s name became 
Stafford Cosway.”

The people who owned the 
farm, where Ron’s family lived 
and worked, also owned Rob-
son-Lang Leathers, a tannery 
dealing in all types of leather 
goods. Ron’s father spent time 
there and during the last few 
years of high school Ron was 
also employed by the company. 
He enjoyed the business and 

decided to stay on full time, when the opportunity arose. 
“The early 1960s were prosperous times in the leather 

industry,” Ron recollects, and he would certainly know, for 
he performed most every job within the company. 

“I started in the drying department, where leather is 
cured to enable it to be used for different purposes. From 

The 
leather
hawker

W
“My father was abandoned 
as a baby on the corner 
of a street called ‘Cosway 
Street’ so he was given the 
name Cosway”  . . . Ron Cosway  

Please turn to page 14

Ron Cosway in his workshop.
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Are You STILL Thinking About It???
Or maybe you didn’t know that 5 minutes 

from home is a one-of-a-kind magical yoga studio 
led by world-renowned, bestselling author 

“This workout is very different from anything I have ever experienced 
before. It is a total body, mind, soul workout that keeps me coming 
back for more! I feel very lucky to be able to have Crystal Andrus

as my "personal trainer”, guiding me every step of the way.
Today, I am strong, relaxed, and much more balanced than

~Lori Benns

JOIN NOW FOR 50% OFF!
Offer expires January 15, 2011

For class times visit

www.CrystalAndrus.com

   Will NOW Be a Good Time To Start?

19965 Hwy 12, Greenbank   •   905-985-7550
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THE MARIGOLDS
 Charismatic! 
Nominated for a 
2010 Canadian 
Folk Music Award 
in the Vocal 
Group of the Year 
category, the 
Marigolds are Gwen Swick, Suzie Vinnick & 
Caitlin Hanford. Three of Canada’s top sing-
er/songwriters, these ladies combine their 
talents to form a riveting ensemble which will 
perform for the patrons of the  Greenbank 
Folk Music Society.
Date: SATURDAY, JANUARY 15 
Time: 8:00 p.m.
Location: Greenbank Centennial Hall
Info: www.globalserve.net/~ynot/grnbnk.htm
Tickets: $20 per person - available at:
 POE, Port Perry, 905-985-0060, or 
 Uxbridge 905-852-4282.

:

FIRST

FREE!

STUDIO FIT
c o m m o n  s e n s e  h e a l t h  &  f i t n e s s

Port Perry Wado Kai Family Karate is celebrating 37 years of 
instruction in Port Perry, 1974 -2011. Special anniversary rate for new 
students: one month of instruction and a karate uniform  $37.00.

Karate develops physical conditioning. It builds strength and 
endurance, as well as developing balance, coordination and 
fl exibility. Karate helps you build confi dence, concentration, improve 
your self-esteem and helps you deal with stress. Karate is also an 
excellent supplement to other sporting and recreational activities 
such as hockey, baseball, soccer, golf etc.

At Port Perry Wado Kai Family Karate you will receive expert 
instruction from Port Perry Wado Kai trained black belts. We offer 

economical rates and family discounts. There are no contracts. 
Our policy is to let you participate in 4 free classes before you join! 
Winter classes start Tuesday January 4, 2011. Classes are Sunday 
and Tuesday: 7:00 - 8:30 pm at the Latcham Community Centre, Queen 
& Water St., Port Perry. Winter registration: Sunday, January 16, and 
Tuesday January 18, 6:30 pm.
For information call 905-986-5071 or 905-985-9167 or visit our wesite 
at:  http://tinyurl.Com/ppwkfk    
See ad on page 15.

KICK THE WINTER BLUES – GET FIT IN 2011 …
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‘JAZZ AT 
JESTERS’ 
Sunday, January 9th
The Andre Roy  

Jazz Trio
Featuring Montreal’s jazz and blues guitarist Andre Roy 
with George Koller on bass, Vito Rezza on Drums. A trio  
of stars in their own right

Sunday, January 16th
Canada’s King of Scat

Ori Dagan and his trio entertain. Ori’s great spirit and  
embodiment of jazz music will thrill and inspire you!!

Sunday, January 23th
Stratford Duo

George Meanwell cello and vocals; Anna Atkinson,  
violinist, accordionist and voice. Come and enjoy a  
salon of unique and high level musicianship!!
 Start Times: 7:00 p.m.
 Location: Jester’s Court, upstairs
 Information: Contact Lynn McDonald, 905-809-0388
       or email: lynnjazzvocals@yahoo.ca

 
GreenbankFolk

Music  Soc ietyScugog ?What’ s Up`
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 On January 12, 2010 a catastrophic 7.0 earthquake shook Haiti to its very core... 
reducing this city of millions to a mass of rubble and broken bodies. More than 230,000 
people died during the quake, with another 300,000 injured. 
 More than one million people became homeless instantaneously. As graphic im-
ages of human suffering streamed through television sets everywhere, local nurse Kim 
McCann had an epiphany, hearing for the first time in her life a strong inner voice that 
said “you need to go to Haiti”. 
 Kim, a palliative care nurse and certified fitness instructor, had never 
imagined being immersed in the quagmire of Haiti. For a moment she 
questioned her sanity, but knew she had to push herself out of her com-
fort zone to do a greater good. “I was absolutely terrified...petrified. 
I have a phobia against flying, can’t cope with heat and knew I was 
putting my life on the line for this mission” states Kim, her words 
thick with conviction. But the voice never wavered, driving her to 
search for a way to become involved... a way to help the helpless. 
 Her warmth, humour and positive attitude endears her to her 
terminally ill patients. “I can talk easily about death.. I am com-
fortable in these types of situations”. Kim herself is also a cancer 
survivor, having beaten melanoma when she was just fourteen 
years old. Clearly, such skills are a gift and her chosen profession 
a calling; all qualities that would greatly assist her on her journey 
to Petionville.  
 She shared her inner thoughts with her husband, John, and 
daughter, Alix. “John was very supportive and encouraged me 
to do what I needed to do” states Kim. She began surfing the 
web for ways to become involved and discovered the Cana-
dian Medical Assistance Team, a grassroots organization 
of medical professionals dedicated to providing care and 

One year ago, a devastating earthquake rocked 
Haiti... local nurse Kim McCann recalls her  
experiences after arriving to help the suffering 
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City of rubble. . .   . . . streets of Hell

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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dignity to those in need. 
 Kim applied on-line to be considered for a volunteer 
position. “I got the paperwork done, had the vaccinations, 
finalized my will and planned my funeral” she says with 
a weary laugh. A waiver must be signed before you leave, 
indicating you are acutely aware of the danger you face.  
 “I was virtually signing my life away... Haiti is beauti-
ful but can be a volatile, unpredictable and dangerous 
environment, especially for visitors”. She was literally 
preparing to not return, crying a lot and spending precious 
time with her loved ones. “You never know when you’ll 
get the call to go. I was told it might be months, but within 
a few weeks of filing my application I got the call... it was 
May 11 and I’d be leaving in just two weeks”.   
She had to come up with the $1,000 plane fare, but in just 
two days her generous friends and family donated enough 
to cover the cost!
 “The weeks leading up to my departure were just aw-
ful. I was terrified... I had some idea of what I was facing, 
yet no idea at all” stated Kim emotionally. “Normally I 
take medication if I have to fly, due to my paralyzing fear, 
but this time I couldn’t”. She felt she had to be alert and 
ready to face the emergency in Haiti head on and was 
determined to overcome any obstacle in her way.   
As she boarded the plane for the seven hour flight, she 
just kept telling herself “this is nothing compared to 

what the Haitian people have faced during the earth-
quake. I can get on this plane and manage” her voice 

unwavering. 
 She prayed continually, “give me the strength,” and 
perspired... a lot! “It was far, far worse than I expected,” 
Kim stated glumly. 
 After disembarking from the plane she encountered 
utter confusion. “It was so loud, you were immediately 

bombarded. There were people everywhere, there was no 
space.” 
 The smell was horrific; a vile stench of rotten garbage, 
human waste and death. How can it still be so bad here, 5 
months later? Rubble was everywhere, as if the devasta-
tion were mere hours old. 
 She and five additional nurses were whisked away 
from the airport, escorted by five armed guards to the 
town of Petionville. They drove along what she describes 
as a “road of hell.” 
 Throngs of villagers clung to the heaps of rubble that 
lined the sides of the makeshift roadway. Utter despair and 
devastation abounded at every turn. All Kim kept mutter-
ing to herself was “how can they live like this? Where do 
we go from here? Can I really help?” 
 They were to become part of the Jenkins/Penn Haitian 
Relief Organization rescue effort for the next seven days. 
“Petionville is the hub from which we operated; the J/P 
HRO camp looked exactly like the TV show MASH”. In 
that area alone, there are fifty-eight thousand displaced 
people, all living in an area the size of a nine-hole golf 
course. 
 The team was comprised of one doctor, several nurses 
and paramedics and interpreters, whom Kim calls “lifesav-
ers”. Their goal was to provide primary care to a multitude 
of cases. “We saw mumps, malaria, malnutrition, infected 
amputations, horrible depression, anxiety and attempted 
suicides.” 
 Numerous women presented with complications as 
a result of self-induced abortions. Domestic abuse and 
rape cases frequented the clinic. Only two years ago was 
rape made illegal in Haiti; that issue, along with domestic 
violence, remains a persistent threat in the region. 

City of rubble. . .   . . . streets of Hell

Please turn to page 20
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 There are hundreds of kids everywhere. Every day 
someone would beg her to take the children they took in 
when they encountered a hungry, orphaned child. “The 
burden was tremendous on the survivors; trying to find 
a way to feed their own children, and the others they 
adopted along the way” stated Kim sadly. 
 “It may be a third world country, but they feel the 
same as we do. It’s not our ‘right’ to be Canadian, it was 
luck.” Of this belief Kim is deeply passionate. “These 
people are us... they really are us. They feel and think and 
grieve and hope exactly like we do”. 
 Spirituality plays a significant role in Haitians ability 
to cope. “They are amazing, selfless, patient, thankful 
people; despite all their suffering”. 
 Kim shared a story to reflect the demeanour of so 
many Haitians. “A sick woman waited for hours  to see 
a dentist, in fifty-plus degree heat, in horrible pain due 
to a dental abscess and infection” (a common dilemma) 
Sadly, Kim was told the dentist was not due in the area 
for another week and approached the woman to tell her 
the news. 
 “I cried having to tell her the dentist was not coming. 
She held my hand and smiled and said it was ok; she was 
amazing and I was in awe of her strength and kindness”.
 I couldn’t help but ask if the experience changed Kim 
in some way, and would she one day return to Haiti? “I 
wouldn’t say I was changed so much as my beliefs were 
confirmed,” she stated resolutely. “We all are the same, 
regardless of where you live. It’s the luck of the draw that 
determines your nationality. We should all be so thankful 
to live in Canada”. 
 She comes away with one last gift, relaying a story 
about a young, single, pregnant woman who arrived at 
the clinic ready to give birth. The woman had nowhere 
to live, no food, no family and nothing to care for her 
newborn. Haitian women tend to not breastfeed, using 
formula or feeding them whatever scraps of food they 
have. As a result, many babies are malnourished and if 
left unchecked, can develop cholera and die within hours. 
 Kim managed to secure a permanent tent for the 
woman and when her baby girl arrived, she named her 
“Kimmie” after the beloved nurse who saved her. 
 “I gave her everything I had before I left, all my 
clothes, toiletries, blankets... it was the best feeling in the 
world,” Kim recalled jubilantly.
 As a professional, Kim felt complete fulfillment and a 
deep sense of well-earned pride. 
 What is it that we can take away from this experience; 
what is it that we can learn from the suffering of another? 
Do we think of others enough? Do we give all we can? 
What assumptions do we make of others, based on our 
own ignorance? What of thankfulness.. .selflessness... 
bravery? What kind of holiday will it be for the thousands 
and thousands of displaced Haitians? 
 To learn more about the organization Kim travelled 
with to Haiti, go to www.jphro.org . You can make a do-
nation there as well! 

By Tammy Horvath
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 19

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2DON’T SETTLE FOR ORDINARY

    Also       • 12 x 12 Floor Tiles   • 3 x 6 Subway Wall Tiles 
Available:   • Cabinet Knobs   • Fireplace Face Kits & Hearths

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville/Uxbridge
905-640-6213   •   1-866-421-4425

Visit our showroom for a personal 

Monday - Thursday: 8:00am-5:00pm, 
Friday 8:00am-4:30pm

www.soapstoneontario.comwww.soapstoneontario.com
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    Dave Mercer, a resident of Scugog Island, and fish-
ing-funny man who hosts the popular TV show “Facts 
of Fishing” has a secret... in fact he has 135 of them that 

anything with fins don’t 
want you to know.
        The popular fish-
ing guru, who lives on 
Scugog Island and grew 
up fishing around Lake 
Scugog, has just published 
a new book, titled 135 Se-
crets Fish Don’t Want You 
To Know.

 For more than ten years, 
Dave’s one-minute 
fishing tips have been 
seen by over 2.7 million 
people, and his full-

length Facts of Fishing show airs 
on ‘The Score’ and ‘WFN’ across Canada. 
 Dave is a self-described fishing freak and accom-
plished angler, and over the years has collected the best 
tips, tricks and secrets into a handy, compact guide that’s 
ideal for stockings, glove compartments and tackle boxes.
 And it’s guaranteed to help everyone catch more fish 

because, as Dave says, “it’s all fun and games until some-
one loses a fish.”
 He spends more than 250 days a year fishing for just 
about anything that swims and he is one of today’s most 
sought-after seminar speakers. His off-the-wall blend of 
what he refers to as “edu-tainment” has had audiences 
rolling in the aisles while teaching them how to catch 
more and bigger fish than they ever imagined.
       Dave’s new book can be purchased at Books Galore 
and More in Port Perry or Blue Heron Books in Uxbridge.

Dave’s book spells a bad day for fish

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

905-436-9090

Whether it’s your family, 
home, business or your 
car, protect what’s 
yours with insurance 
solutions designed 
just for you.

PROTECT

™

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

Clean water.  Green future.

VIO Systems
1894 Scugog St., Unit 1, 

Port Perry
905-985-4900 or 
1-888-468-1336

www.ecowater.ca

Let’s get something perfectly clear –
YOUR WATER!
We supply a complete line of equipment 
including: Water Softeners, Iron Filters, 
Reverse Osmosis, Gas Removers, 
Pumps, Ultra Violet Lamps, 
Pressure Tanks & Supplies
Low Monthly Payment Plans 
Sales • Rentals • Service

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

FREE
in Home Water Analysis.
Service to all makes of 

Water Softeners & Water 
Treatment Systems.

Free Installation on Softeners,
Ultra Violet & Reverse

Osmosis!

8
Ye

ars of innovatio
n

S
E

R
V

IS
O

F
T

MIRACLE WATER

L
IN

D
S

A
Y

Since 1925.

279 Queen St., 
Port Perry

905-985-2775
  www.jesterscourt.ca

COME IN 
FROM THE 

COLD

~ MONDAYS ~
1/2 PRICE WINGS

~ TUESDAYS ~
TWO CAN DINE-$22.99

*Two 6oz New York Strip Dinners
with all the trimmings

~ WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY ~
10 OZ. PRIME RIB

and signature Yorkshire Pudding

~ SUNDAYS ~
A traditional English-style

ROAST BEEF DINNER

It’s nice and cozy in here!

steaming hot drink while enjoying a meal 
from our seasonal menu. 
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Honour RollHonour Roll
Making the world a better place is an intricate 

puzzle and piece by piece we work hard to 
fi ght hunger, promote literacy, stop disease 

and move towards world peace. 
There is so much more to do, we still need some 
missing pieces and those missing pieces are you.  

SERVICE ABOVE SELF

WE NEED YOU.

THINK ABOUT 
JOINING ROTARY. YOU

PORT PERRY ROTARY

MYTH:   Rotary has an “Offi cial Creed” and is a secret society.
TRUTH:   Rotary has no secret handshake, no secret meeting or 

rituals. It is an open society of men and women who simply 
believe in helping others.

MYTH:  Rotary is exclusively a male organization.
TRUTH:   There are many women in Rotary. Currently the Port Perry 

Club is 15% female and increasing.

MYTH:  You have to be older to join Rotary.
TRUTH:   Absolutely not. Our youngest member in the Rotary Club of 

Port Perry is 36 years of age and 10% of our membership are 
under forty fi ve years of age.

MYTH:  Owning a business is a must.
TRUTH:   One does not have to own a business. 35% of our current 

membership are retired, 41% operate their own business, and 
24% are employed by various businesses and organizations.

MYTH:   Rotary is all about business.
TRUTH:   Every Rotary club has parties and activities that provide 

diversion in one’s business life. Rotary holds conferences, 
conventions, assemblies that provide entertainment in 
addition to information, education and service.

MYTH:  Rotary is boring.
TRUTH:   Rotary is fun, a lot of fun. Each meeting is fun. The club 

projects are fun. Social activities are fun. The service is fun.

MYTH:  Rotarians are not friendly.
TRUTH:   In an increasingly complex world, Rotary provides one 

of the most basic human needs, the need for friendship 
and fellowship.  It is one of the reasons why Rotary 
began in 1905.

10 MYTHS ABOUT ROTARY:
MYTH:  You have to be rich to belong to Rotary.
TRUTH:   You need not be rich but just have a desire to help others.

MYTH: Rotarians need to be good public speakers.
TRUTH:   Many individuals who joined Rotary were afraid to speak 

in public. Rotary develops confi dence and skill in public 
communication and the opportunity to practice and perfect 
these skills.

MYTH   Rotary is a local organization.
TRUTH:   Every Rotarian wears a pin that says, “Rotary International”. 

There are few places on the globe that do not have a Rotary 
club. Every Rotary club is welcome – and encouraged – 
to attend any of the 32,000 Clubs in 200 nations and 
geographical regions.  This means instant friends in both 
one’s own community and in the world.

•  Built Rotary Gazebo in Palmer Park
•   Provided accessible and safe walkways through Rotary Park
•   A pledge of 100,000 for Port Perry Hospital Foundation
•   A pledge of 100,000 for Scugog Memorial Library building fund
•   Provide Shelter Boxes Canada with funds for Haiti and Pakistan
•   A pledge of 30,000 towards “Building For Our Future” an investment 

in resource energy and green technology for all trades and a new 
Culinary Hospitality Centre for Durham College.

•   Provide Port Perry with dictionaries to all local grade four students

•   Aquarama      •   Golf Tournament      •   Spring Gala Dinner

ROTARY CLUB OF PORT PERRY PROJECTS:

MAJOR ANNUAL FUNDRAISERS:

For more information about joining 
Rotary Club of Port Perry, contact 
Kathy at 905-985-6282
clubinfo@rotaryclubofportperry.com
www.rotaryclubofportperry.com

…or you are welcome to come out 
to one of our weekly meetings on 

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm, 
Francesco’s Ristorante

151 Queen Street, Port Perry

YOU!
ARE THE

MISSING PIECE!
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 Scugog Mayor Chuck Mercier will honour a group of residents and organizations, for their contributions to the  
community, at the 2011 New Year’s Levee at the Scugog Recreation Centre this Sunday, January 9th, starting at 1 p.m.
Each of the recipients will receive a certificate and have their name added to the Mayor’s Honour Roll plaque, which 
hangs in the Scugog Municipal office.  Following are the inductees, who will be recognized by the mayor and council.

Tammy Horvath

 Dorothy has volunteered in 
Scugog for more than twenty years. 
She is a very active member of the 
Community Memorial Hospital 
Auxiliary, where several times a week 
she helps patients by serving water 
and setting up TV services. She always 
has a friendly smile and a positive 
outlook. You can find her at Camilla’s 
Closet, the new hospital auxiliary 
store on Perry Street, one day each 
week, where she helps to sell gently 
used clothing in support of the hospi-
tal. 
 Dorothy also volunteers her time 
at Community Care where she pro-
vides foot care and does friendly visit-
ing with people who are unable to get 
out and around. She has been a vol-
unteer at Operation Scugog for many 
years and always looks forward to 
helping with the Christmas Campaign. 
Previously, she spent countless hours 
visiting and looking after residents of 
the nursing home, and she has helped 
many others with transportation and 
daily living needs. Thank you Dorothy 
for your volunteer service.   

 In 2004 Tammy Horvath suffered a rare and deadly form of cancer. Without immediate surgery she 
was told she would not live to spend her life with her husband Chuck, and her two young boys Hayden 
and Hunter.  Tammy had the surgery, survived, and is a truly inspirational member of our community. 
 Through her tireless leadership efforts with the North Durham Relay for Life, Tammy has helped to 
raise more than $450,000, and she has initiated a program for several elementary schools involvement 
in the relay at the Port Perry fairgrounds. The latter goal is not so much fundraising but to educate 
children and others that it is okay to have a parent who suffers from cancer; that the children should 
make healthy lifestyle choices; and to help eliminate the fear and uncertainty about cancer. 
 Tammy speaks publicly about cancer, mentors and supports others with the disease, and this year 
she received the “Hero of Hope Award” from the American Cancer Society.  Thank you for everything 
you do Tammy. 

Honour RollHonour Roll

 Jim Hutchinson has volunteered at 
Community Care since 2003. He has helped 
the organization with fund 
raising, but he would likely 
say his main activity was 
driving clients to vari-
ous doctors and hospital 
appointments. Bad weather, 
early morning starts, long 
hours; Jim would drive 
locally or longer distances, 
whatever was required.
 Jenny Yorgason, the 
Director of Community Care, has nothing 
but admiration for his efforts. She says, one 
year he drove 14,000 kms with clients and 
when he replaced his car, he made sure it had 
features that would accommodate his passen-
gers’ safety and comfort. He refurbished all 
of the tag day boxes and was always available 
to fix something around the office. He helped 
with tag days, recruited other volunteers, and 
made sure that proceeds from his residents’ 
association pancake breakfast were given to 
Community Care. 
 Sadly, Jim’s health has forced him to take 
things a little easier, but many people are very 
grateful for all of the volunteer hours he has 
given.  Well done Jim.

Jim HutchinsonDorothy Imperial
 Mary Westgarth is a wonder-
ful volunteer at The Immaculate 
Conception School on Thursdays and 
at the Good Shepherd on Tuesdays. 
Whatever the weather, Mary is 
always on time, with books from the 
library or from home so she can 
read to the children. She has been 
doing this, helping in the library and 
generally tidying up for more than 
twenty years according to the princi-
pal, Margaret Geer. Mary also enjoys 
teaching her housemate, Tommy, to 
read. You will see them at church 
together and many of the school 
children, past and present recognize 
Mary as the “ helper” at their school.
She recently talked about retire-
ment but Principal Geer told her the 
school just wouldn’t be the same 
without her, and recently nominated 
Mary for an award from the council 
for Exceptional Children. Margaret 
says Mary is a great woman, indepen-
dent and self reliant. The children and 
all of us learn a lot from her. Thank 
you for your devotion Mary, we are 
glad you didn’t retire.

Mary Westgarth
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Honour RollHonour Roll
 Neil Hunter was born 
and raised on a farm in 
Scarborough. He served in the 
armed forces in WWII with 
the Toronto Scottish Regiment 
and participated in the libera-
tion of Holland. After discharge, 
he joined the City of Toronto 
Police Force.
 In 1954 Neil moved his fam-
ily to a dairy farm in Greenbank 
and farmed there until his 
retirement. 
 He is a man who believes in community involve-
ment and he sat on the Council of Reach Township. 
He has volunteered on many boards and commit-
tees and his services are personified most notably 
by his commitment to The Ontario County Milk 
Committee, the Hospital Board and the Greenbank 
Church. 
 Neil resides at the Westshore Retirement Village 
and is still keenly interested in the happenings in 
Scugog Township. Thank you Neil, for all those years 
of service to your country and this community.

Arnold & Jean Williams
 Arnold and Jean Williams have served this commu-
nity for over forty years. They are the epitome of being 
a volunteer. Their satisfaction comes from being part of 
the community, never expecting any official acknowl-
edgement or reward. 
 The Nestleton Community Centre could never 
have functioned without Arnold’s constant assistance 
fixing whatever needed to be fixed, recycling chairs, 
removing the garbage, cleaning and locking up after 
every function. 
 The two of them, along with Arnold’s garden trac-
tor and wagon, are fixtures at every event.
 Everyone who uses Cartwright Fields, the garden 
club, the girl guides and boy scouts, and all the others 
will tell you Arnold and Jean are an integral part of 
this facility also. Their gentle nature and encourage-
ment to others have earned them the respect of the 
community. Thank you so much for your many years of 
dedication and hard work. 

 Scugog Lake Stewards Inc. was formed from the founding organi-
zation called The Scugog Shores Millennium Project. Its main goal is to 
understand, improve and protect the health of Lake Scugog. Since its 
inception, the organization has done many things. 
 The stewards have attempted to educate the public about the 
importance of shoreline naturalization and its’ role in cleaning the 
lake. They have become leaders in research and technologies associat-
ed with storm water retention ponds, bio swales, private wastewater 
systems, shoreline erosion controls, lakeside property maintenance 
and much more.
 Through the “Blue Canoe” program, “Life on the Lake” articles 
in the Focus magazine, various conferences, and their collaborative  
work with the Kawartha Lakes Conservation Authority, the Stewards 

continue their work.   
 Most recently, their research project 
with milfoil weevils to attempt to reduce the 
Eurasian water milfoil has drawn a great deal 
of interest from other agencies and groups. 
 The Stewards are dedicated volunteers 
aiming at only the best for Lake Scugog and its 
environment. Thank you to all past and pres-
ent members.

Scugog Lake Stewards Inc. Neil Hunter

Matthew & Nicholas Barnes
 Matt and Nicholas Barnes are enthusiastic young volun-
teers at the Scugog Shores Museum. Originally they came to 
the museum seeking their volunteer hours for school but have 
stayed on and have continued to help even after they met 
their requirements. 
 These young men have helped at volunteer work bees, 
cleaning the museum and organizing storage areas, and we 
have been grateful for their assistance at our big events includ-
ing “Dog Days” and “Pioneer Days”. 
 They have cheerfully completed even the most tedious 
tasks assigned to them including carrying heavy objects, run-
ning errands and tidying up generally. They have shown a genu-
ine interest and enthusiasm in the historical aspects of the 
museum and Matt chose to shadow the Museum Curator for 
his Grade 10 careers class project. 
 The boys are involved in scouting in Port Perry and at the 
age of 15 years, these twins are outstanding representatives of 
the younger generation and fully deserve being honoured by 
their community.
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Honour RollHonour Roll

 The Scugog Christian Reformed Church and The Epsom/
Utica United Church are two of fifteen churches that have 
partnered with the Canadian Food Grains Bank program to 
“End Hunger” in developing countries. Sponsored by cor-
porate and private businesses and individuals, the churches 
have coordinated and organized the community programs 
within Scugog Township. Budgets have been established to 
cover expenses such as rental of land, fertilizer and crop 
insurance. Community farmers provide the equipment and 
labour to plant the seed, fertilize and harvest the crop.  
 Rather than incurring the costs to ship the crops to 
a specific country in need, the yield of the two projects is 
turned into cash. These proceeds are multiplied four times 
by the Federal Government and provide food aid for disas-
ter areas. This aid takes the form of funding for seeds, tools, 
new farming methods, nutrition programs, and improved 
water and sanitation facilities.
 The churches have been involved for thirty years and 
this year alone they raised $75,000. Over the years, with the 
Federal Government’s contribution they have helped millions 
of starving people all over the world. We salute the efforts 
of the Epsom/Utica United Church and the Hope Christian 

Reformed Church for their 
enormous contribution to 
help “End Hunger”.  Ivan 
DeJong and Rob Evans are 
receiving the award on 
behalf of their respective 
organizations.

 Christian Reform Church 
Epsom-Utica United Church

 Bette started work as a physio-
therapist at Community Memorial 
Hospital in 1976 and progressed 
through several positions to finally 
become the Chief Operating Officer 
with Lakeridge Health, Port Perry.
 While working full time and 
raising her son Jesse with husband 
Paul, she completed a Masters of Public Administration at 
Queens University. She served on the Board and Advisory 
Committee for North House, an organization that supports 
individuals and families facing housing challenges.
 Bette was appointed to the Board of the Scugog 
Memorial Library and served as Chair from 2006 to 2010. 
She spearheaded the recruitment of the CEO; led the stra-
tegic planning process that has guided the Library expansion; 
and worked tirelessly on policy development, fundraising and 
public relations initiatives to ensure the growth and quality 
of our library.    
 Those who have the good fortune to work with Bette 
will recognize the respect she has for others, her personal 
integrity and excellent communication skills. We have all ben-
efitted from her presence.

Bette Hodgins

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

$23995
with 16” bar

  BLOWERS
 starting at 

 only
$159.95

STARTING AT ONLY

*while quantities last

MS 170 
Gas Chain Saw

30.1cc/1.3kW

*

216 Queen Street
Port Perry, Ontario L9L 1B9

Tel: 905-985-2171 ~ Fax: 905-985-4572
www.waggfuneralhome.com

MYLES G. O’RIORDAN
Funeral Director / Owner

... Port Perry's only locally 
owned and operated

Funeral Home since 1846 ...

Mattress
OUTLET

Pillow Pedic 
2” Pillow Top 
Mattresses

All Made in Canada
All Sizes in Stock
No recycled material

King $400
Queen $300
Double $250
Twin $200

Locally owned and operated
180 Casimir St., Port Perry 905-985-6023
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did you know?
a long, long time ago...

 It’s always fun looking back at history, so here’s  
something we’ll bet “you didn’t know”.  In December 
1884 the Village of Port Perry council passed a bylaw 
with the following stipulations - 1. No person shall fire 
any gun or other fire arm, nor fire, nor set off any fire 
ball, cracker or fireworks in any street, road, lane or 
alley within this corporation. 2. No person shall ring 
any bells, blow any horn, or shout or make any other 
unusual noise or noises calculated to disturb the inhab-
itants in any street or public place within this munici-
pality. 3. No person shall lead, ride, or drive any horse 
or cattle upon any sidewalk or other place not proper 
therefore within this corporation. Just part of fascinat-
ing early local bylaws you can find under the sub-head-
ing “It’s The Law” on the Scugog Heritage Gallery. You’ll 
find it at: www.scugogheritage.com/misc/itsthelaw.htm .

costumes are encouraged.
 Plungers must register ahead of the date and re-
ceive pertinent documentation from Lakeridge Health, 
so act fast. More information, pledge sheets and a copy 
of the waiver may be obtained by calling Anne 905-985-
3158 or Mary Jane 905-985-6002.
     Don’t miss the “Port Perry Polar Plunge” Saturday, 
January 8 at the lakefront in Palmer Park.

Continued from page 2

Frigid waters of Lake Scugog  
waiting for fearless plungers

 Ridership on the Durham Region 
Transit system climbed to a total of 40 
million passengers since its inception in 
January, 2006. The largest fare category 
continues to be students at over 50 per 
cent. Overall ridership has increased 
31per cent. In the coming year, DRT 
anticipates nine million passengers will 
be using the service annually.  
 While not certain who the actual 
40 millionth passenger was, in Scugog 
Township Regional Councillor Bobbie Drew (above left) 
presented Becki Ellis free DRT tickets and a prize pack-
age as Scugog’s representative passenger.

durham’s better way...

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
HOME RENOVATIONS

SNOW PLOWING
SALTING/SANDING

BOBCAT/MINI HOE SERVICES

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090

or cell: 905-261-7840

Thinking 
of things 

you need done 
this winter?

THINK 
OF US!

Gajewski

Taylor Forder 
Insurance Brokers 
Ltd.

Remember Movember
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 It wasn’t until after the formation of the County of Ontario in 1852 
that talk of constructing a bridge across the south end of the lake began. 
During the January 1855 session of council, Joseph Reader and J.S. 
Gamble of Scugog Township, requested a grant to aid in the erection of 
a floating bridge across Lake Scugog between Reach and Scugog Island.
 At the time of this request, Reach and Scugog were governed by one 
council, so the inhabitants of the Township of Scugog also requested to 
be separated from the Township of Reach, which the county undertook 
to do. 
 With this accomplished, the inhabitants of Scugog were determined 
to gain easy access to Reach Township, so once again petitioned the 
county for a bridge to be constructed between the 5th and 6th Conces-
sions of Reach to Scugog Island. 
 The county fathers agreed, providing a grant of £125 and entering 
into a contract with the people of Scugog Township to build a floating 
bridge between Reach Township and Scugog Island and assume ongoing 
maintenance. Scugog Township passed By-law #2 on February 25, 1856 
authorizing the expenditure of £1000* for the construction of a bridge.
 A contract for construction of the Scugog Bridge, was awarded to 

The original floating Scugog Bridge, built in 1856, as it looked prior to it becoming a permanent roadway some 30 years later.

The Scugog Bridge 

The narrow strip of road 
which links Port Perry with 
Scugog Island was originally  
a narrow, floating bridge.

It later became known as  
“The Scugog Bridge” and  
today it’s mostly referred  
to as “The Causeway”.

Over the next few weeks  
we’ll explain it’s evolution 
from a rickety, floating
wooden bridge into a
modern provincial highway.

-  PART ONE  -

Please turn to page 28

*Note: One Pound (£) in 1850 had the equivalent value of about £58 in today’s money. In 2010, one 
pound is worth approximately $1.5 Canadian - making £1,000 value about $87,000 today.
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27.T. Haight and Wilson Pitman, but building the 
bridge proved to be far more difficult than even the 
county engineers had imagined, due to the continual 
sinking of the embankment and ice damage each 
spring. In fact the bridge proved to be so difficult to 
build, the contractors asked to be relieved of their 
contract because it was impossible to finish erecting 
the cribs for the Scugog Bridge due to the soft nature 
of the soil in the lake.
 The Roads and Bridges Committee, after weigh-
ing all the facts, agreed to release the men from the 
contracts and paid them a sum of $670 for the work 
they had accomplished. The work proceeded under 
the supervision of the County Engineer John Shier 
and in June 1856 Bylaw #31 was passed, which pro-
vided for the assumption of the Scugog Bridge by the 
County of Ontario.
 Following the completion of the bridge, Dr. W.O. 
Eastwood, who was then practising at Port Perry was 
the first to ride over the new bridge. Up to that time 
he had to keep a boat for visiting his Scugog Island 
patients.
 Although the floating bridge proved to be a con-
siderable benefit to both Reach and Scugog communi-
ties, and a vast improvement from previous methods, 
it was very unstable and unreliable. 
 Spring was a particularly hazardous time for the 
bridge, as it was often damaged by winds and ice dur-
ing the thaw, and ongoing maintenance by the county 
began to mount, causing considerable grumbling 
by many members of the council. On one occasion, 
portions of it went floating down the lake, only to be 
pulled back by the steamer Woodman.
 In May 1869, the local newspaper, the Ontario 
Observer reported, “the bridge suffered terribly in the 
spring floods and was in deplorable condition; being 
far from safe, it would require immediate attention 
and considerable outlay to repair.” 
 The county earmarked $100 for repairs, but crit-
ics of the on-going high cost to maintain the bridge 
insisted that the principal upon which it had been 

constructed was a huge blunder and it had cost 50 
times more than it was worth in repairs.
 Reach and Scugog Townships battled with the 
County over the next few years over who was respon-
sible for maintenance of the bridge. On one occasion 
in 1875, damage caused by scows tying up to the 
bridge initiated an action by the County prohibiting 
anyone from fastening any raft or scow, by which the 
bridge could be damaged, and for the commissioner 
to prosecute anyone who did not comply.
 Finally, during the spring of 1876, work began on 
the first permanent bridge to link Scugog Island and 
Port Perry. In an article dated March 2, 1876, James 
Baird wrote the following report:
 “The Reeve of Scugog has introduced a new de-
parture regarding the Scugog Bridge, which from its 
inception has proved expensive, unsatisfactory and a 
bone of contention between the County councils and 
the minor municipalities concerned.
 The old shaky concern has only hung in its place 
by the grace of the winds and floods, which might at 
any moment have cleaned it out and cut off all further 
communication between Scugog and Reach.
 To maintain the rickety concern as it was, caused 
an annual drain on the exchequer of the County, 
which made our County fathers fairly groan and 
every now and again seek to repudiate. But it was of 
no use, the law held them fast and they had only to 
grin and bear it year after year with the expectation 
staring them in the face of being called upon at any 
moment to build an entire new structure, the old one 
having been swept away.
 About the close of last week, the Warden of the 
county, the first Deputy Reeve of Brock and the Reeve 
of Scugog met at Port Perry, went and examined the 
Bridge and determined on an entire change of struc-
ture, to replace the present tottering, expensive, unreli-
able concern with a permanent structure at as early a 
day as possible.
 The result was that a committee consisting of 
Messrs. James Graham and Joseph Bigelow was ap-
pointed to secure the proper brushing and covering of 

Continued from page 27

This circled section of an 1888 map shows where the Scugog Bridge was constructed between Port Perry and Scugog Island.
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 "We found the now celebrat-
ed Scugog Bridge lying too much 
like a hulk which had just passed 
through a hurricane, its bulwarks 
torn, twisted and broken in every 
conceivable way, and that which 
had not been swept overboard, lay 
prostrate on the deck, partially 
obstructing the passage, while the 
rickety old timbers squeaked and 
grated at every step of the ponies.  
 One more squall and the old 
thing will quit her moorings - in 
fact, she has arrived at that interest-
ing state which will afford parties 
an admirable opportunity of testing 
the validity of the Repudiation by-
law, passed at the June session of the 
County Council of 1870.
 On our way home we passed 
through Port Perry, along Water 
St., but found it a fearful misnomer, 
unless mud and water are con-
sidered synonymous terms; for we 
found it ‘Mud Street’ with a venge-
ance, parts of this would-be Water 
St. being from 3 to 4 feet deep, of the 
most abominable mud, tuft as putty, 
and as nasty as could be imagined. 
We should judge that the mud on 
this street is almost as deep as the 
water in the lake. 

James Baird,  Editor 
Ontario Observer

   The Scugog Bridge following extensive damage in the spring of 1908.
Observer editor
describes condition
of the Scugog Bridge
in April 1871

a length of 600 feet on the west end of the bridge, which proved a long 
step in the way of a permanent, inexpensive structure.”
 Messrs. Graham and Bigelow advertised for sealed tenders to be 
left at the Post Office, Port Perry, until noon Saturday, March 4, 1876 
for brushing 600 feet long, 25 feet wide and 5 feet deep for the west 
end of Scugog Bridge, and also for covering the same with earth or 
sawdust 18 feet wide and two feet deep.
 The tender was awarded to Mr. N.S. Dyer whose $1,750 tender 
was the lowest. His crew began construction of the first section of a 
permanent bridge between Port Perry and Scugog Island immediately 
after the ice left the Lake Scugog that spring. 
 Wooden slabs were packed tightly side by side, laid crossways to 
a thickness of two feet, and then covered with earth. Work continued 
throughout the summer on the 600 foot stretch of permanent road and 
in September 1876, the following progress report was published in the 
Ontario Observer:
 “The new bridge over Lake Scugog now goes bravely on, Mr. Dyer 
is within forty feet of the limit of his contract with the laying of logs 
and slabs and the work of earthing is now progressing favourably. 
There can be no comparison between the new bridge and the old; the 
new bridge will be a permanent roadway, which once finished may be 
maintained in good repair at the smallest trifle of cost.
 The pine logs and slabs being under water will be permanent, 
while the surface being covered with two feet of earth and nine inches 
of gravel over that will constitute a first class permanent roadway 
which compared with the old floating concern which it is replacing, 
will form a striking contrast.
 The old floating bridge was unreliable, unsatisfactory and expen-
sive. Every spring it was threatened with destruction and it took a 
world of expense to keep it in order.
 When the Scugog Bridge is completed the new 23 foot wide road-
way will be maintained at a nominal expense in place of an old rickety 
apology for a bridge about 12 feet wide.”

Next month - Work Continues On The Bridge
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Thumbs Up - to tireless community and Rotary promoter 
Dennis Bayley who has pledged to walk 1,000 miles 
over the next year to raise funds for “The Dictionary 
Project”. The project is designed to put a dictionary 

in the hands of every Grade 4 student in Scugog Town-
ship and the local Rotary Club will provide a dictionary for 
every two dollar donation Dennis raises... walk on Dennis. 
Thumbs up to you!

Thumbs Up - a big thumbs up to the Baagwating Com-
munity Association for its ongoing generosity to 
organizations and institutions throughout Scugog 
and Durham Region. The group handed out more 

than $80,000 in a moving ceremony last month. Some of 
the recipients included the Port Perry Hospital Foundation, 
Uxbridge-Scugog Animal Shelter, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
and the Humane Society. What a wonderful Christmas 
tradition!

Thumbs Down - in this techno savvy world, with so 
many ways to communicate, email, facebook, msn, 
texting and even the ‘old fashioned’ telephone, 
it’s amazing that you can’t get people to respond. 

Maybe it’s because we’re bombarded by so much informa-
tion the ‘delete’ button has become our best friend. But 
courtesy should prevail, and whether it’s a message on 
the phone, an email or a text message - it’s rude not to 
respond. Is this what the world’s coming to?

Thumbs Down - while we’re on a ‘technology rant’ let’s 
send 2010 off with this suggestion. How about we 
return to the act of “talking” to each other? Are we 
really “too busy” to pick up a phone and talk rather 

than relying on thumbing out text messages on cell phones 
or sending emails? Technology is exciting and convenient, 
but we need to get back to basic spoken words before we 
become so detached we don’t want to see, speak or deal 
with those we are communicating with. Just a passing 
thought as we head into 2011... Happy New Year!

Thumbs

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

With over 130 years 
of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance 

Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township 

and surrounding areas 
with Competitive, 

Comprehensive and 
Personalized service 

since 1917.
193 Queen Street

Port Perry
905-985-7306       

1-800-387-5642

“Scugog’s locally owned 
and operated

General Insurance Broker”

INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED
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SINCE 1917

www.emmersoninsurance.com

RAY’S TOWING

PORT PERRY - 905-985-8707
131 NORTHPORT ROAD

!e best choice for window coverings in Scugog.

905-213-2583
Joe Gibson, Blackstock

www.budgetblinds.com/
portperry

FREE
In-Home

Consultation
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When Irish Eyes Are Smiling

The City Hall, located in Donegal Square in the centre  
of Belfast, Ireland.

158 Casimir St., Port Perry  
905-985-2268

virginia.frewclarke@marlintravel.ca
TICO #4577532

MC

Drop in today and 
pick up the 2011 Brochure!

Canada’s leading 
Irish specialist

Please turn to page 32
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Damaged extensively in WWII, slow restoration 
is still taking place today. Tours are available and well 
worth it. For those who prefer to relax, the grounds are 
well maintained with benches everywhere. The site of 
the building is in the centre of the city’s old linen district.

From Belfast head north to the Giant’s Causeway, 
an area of land on the northern coast, made up of 
strange, six-sided columns, which rise from the earth at 
various heights. Some 40,000 interlocking, basalt pillars 
are the result of an ancient volcanic eruption. The area 
was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 
1986, and was named the fourth greatest natural wonder 
in the United Kingdom. The tops of the columns form 
stepping stones that disappear under the sea. Across the 
Irish Sea, in Scotland, similar columns appear, setting 
the foundation for the famous Fionn McCool legend.

The Irish warrior Fionn McCool, built the causeway 

Benandonner. One version of the legend tells that Fionn 
fell asleep before he got to Scotland. When he did not 
arrive, the much larger Benandonner crossed the bridge 
looking for him. To protect Fionn, his wife Oonagh laid a 
blanket over him so he could pretend that he was actu-
ally their baby son. When Benandonner saw the size 
of the ‘infant’, he assumed the alleged father of Fionn 

home in terror, ripping up the Causeway in case he was 

     Stone formations at Giant’s Causeway, an area of about 40,000 
interlocking basalt columns, the result of an ancient volcano.

followed. Whatever the fact behind the history a visit is a 
must.

A few kilometers from the Giant’s Causeway is the fa-
mous Bushmills distillery, the oldest in existence anywhere 
in the world, dating back to 1608. My visit was fascinating 
and I remember chuckling when I learned that workers in 
the fermentation room have to bicycle to work, because 
inhaling the fumes puts them over the legal limit to drive.

serve basis. Reservations are not available (unless you 
are with a large group), but make sure you have a des-
ignated driver with you, as a sample of the ‘product’ is a 
memorable experience.

Continue west from Bushmills to the county of Done-
gal, one of Northern Ireland’s most picturesque locations 

-

tory lies in the rich kings of old and it is still predominately 
Gaelic, although English is used everywhere. Fantastic 
scenery, argumentatively the best in Ireland, is found 
along the rugged sea coast, but the famous Donegal roll 
neck sweaters are still the big draw.

To spend a week in Northern Ireland will treat you to 
-

where. Scrumptious food, excellent beverages and breath-
taking scenery will make any visit to the province of Ulster 
very memorable and yes, your eyes will be smiling.

    Bushmills Distillery claims to be the “Worlds Oldest Whiskey Distill-
ery”, with evidence dating back to a license issued in April 1608.

Continued from page 31
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Bundle up this winter!
Compton Communications gives you 

the best value for your dollar by bundling 
digital TV with our high-speed Internet 

and Home Phone services.
Check out our website for some of the many

bundle options and START SAVING NOW!

Featherweight indestructibility.

NORTH DURHAM
EYE CLINIC

189 North St., Port Perry • 905-985-1361
www.drworkman.optometry.net 

ESTABLISHED 1994     •     NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

A revolution in the world of eyewear.

Available exclusively at North Durham Eye Clinic

Derapage’s three layers are cut by photo-blanking 
technology. The shapes making up the glasses are punched 
from a sheet of steel corroded to a hundredth 
of a hair’s width using chemical agent. 
The three layers are then sandwiched together 
by steel micro-rivets.

The process produces a totally non-allergenic 
steel frame without nickel that is recyclable. 
The metal needs no protective coating, colour or 
paint thus remaining unaltered by time.

Technical Evolution is a Derapage trademark, whether 
in styling, material combinations or construction.
All the materials used in Derapage are ultra light and durable.

DERAPAGE  is a totally Italian product in its style, workmanship and assembly -- 

The frame is made using un-welded ultra thin stainless steel wafers that are 

exploded view
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TORONTO STREET

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

STOUFFVILLE

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

SUNDERLAND

26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161

Other locations to serve you:

“Your Con! dent Smile 
is Our Goal.”

15930 Old Simcoe Rd. Port Perry
905-985-7777

www.thedentalcentre.ca

Brighten up for the New Year
Let us provide you and your 

family with complete dental care 
in a relaxing environment.

   
Free Whitening 
or Mouthguard 

With New 
Patient Exam*

* Some conditions apply.

    DAY TRIPPIN’ 2011

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

Niagara
Fallsview Casino

January 24
Only $15.00 pp
(includes buffet)

  Pickering Ajax Oshawa Port Perry

Wed.  Depart 7:45 am 7:55 am 8:30 am 8:50 am
 Return 5:20 pm 5:10 pm 4:50 pm 4:30 pm

Thurs. Depart 1:45 pm 1:55 pm 2:30 pm 2:50 pm
 Return 11:20 pm 11:10 pm 10:50 pm 10:30 pm

Fri. Depart xxxxxx 2:55 pm 3:30 pm 3:50 pm
 Return xxxxxx 1:10 am 12:50 am 12:30 am

Sat. Depart 2:15 pm 2:25 pm 3:00 pm 3:20 pm
 Return 1:05 am 12:45 am 12:35 am 12:15 am

CASINO RAMA SCHEDULE

MULTI-DAY TOURS
Mar. 29-31 Turning Stone Resort & Casino, Verona, NY  
May 9-10 2-Day Ottawa Getaway  
Nov. 27-29 Daniel O’Donnell & Mary Duff, Niagara Falls

Feb. 19 Credit Valley Explorer Train
Mar. 10 “Echoes of Ireland” - Brantford
Mar. 13 Seneca Niagara Casino
Mar. 16 “St. Patrick’s Day” - Vegas in Vaughan
Mar. 19 Canada Blooms
Apr. 12  The Dean Martin Variety Show Tribute
May 8 Seneca Niagara Casino

May 12 Tulipmania
May 19 International Tenors - Stirling
May 28 Hairspray - St. Jacobs
June 1 Lion King - Toronto
June 8 Walters Family - Anniversary Show
June 16  Cruise, Lunch & Theatre 

in the Muskokas
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maintain home life and dignity.
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox Abortion comments are misinformed

Dear Editor
 How sadly ironic that Lise Saint-Cyr, who describes 
herself as a former abortion counsellor at the Morgen-
taler Clinic in Toronto, claims that Canadian law imposes 
a legal limit of twenty weeks on abortion.  Any internet 
search of “abortion laws Canada” will provide the facts.
 The simple truth is that Canada has had absolutely 
no legal abortion restrictions since 1988. 
 The absence of an abortion law of any kind means 
that every Canadian woman physically capable of con-
ceiving, regardless of her age, her circumstances, and the 
age of the unborn life she carries, is legally entitled to a 
tax-payer funded abortion.
 Very young women do not require parental consent.  
Their right to privacy precludes health care providers 
including parents in a very young woman’s decision to 
terminate pregnancy.  Surely this leaves young women in 
crisis situations vulnerable to others who may not always 
have the woman’s best interests at heart.
 “Partial birth abortion” is legal in Canada.
 It’s grisly nature may be the reason it is not widely 
practiced.  I too witnessed the graphic photos in Scugog 
last summer.  There were several depictions of early 
abortions and mid term abortions presented to the pub-
lic.  All of these are legal in Canada.  
 Statistics Canada acknowledges over 100,000 legal 
abortions annually in this country.  The fact that abor-

involves killing defenceless human life.  How could this 
ever be “easy”?

Chris Gainey
Port Perry

Mayor’s Gala for Arts a huge success
Dear Editor
 On behalf of the Scugog Council for the Arts, we 
wish to extend our heartfelt thanks to the community 

 Mayor’s Gala for the Arts. 
 The SCA’s goal for this inaugural Gala was to raise 
some much needed funds, create a memorable event 
celebrating the arts in Scugog, and recognize outgoing 
Mayor Marilyn Pearce for her outstanding contribution 
to the community through the arts. 

targets for the evening, with the Gala generating more 

could not have reached, let alone surpassed our goals, 
without the commitment of arts supporters such as you. 
 With the funds raised, the SCA, through the Scugog 
Arts Resource Centre, will be able to continue its sup-
port of all the arts in Scugog, including visual, literary, 

 Scugog is home to one of Canada’s fastest grow-
ing arts communities and your support of the Scugog 

Please turn to page 36
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our cover 
February in Scugog... nothing 
could be more beautiful than 
freshly fallen snow, drifting along 
an old farm fence line, while the 
sun shines brightly in the clear, 
blue winter sky.  We just couldn’t 
resist taking this relaxing shot.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

!"##$%&'($)*('+",-./,,0

! 1'1'1'-&,'2$$3'4$%'/5/%6$./0



FOCUS - FEBRUARY 2011  !   

!"!###
$!%&
Thelma Creighton was one of a  
number of people who contacted  
‘Focus’ recently to tell us about her  
unusual collection... Pop-Up-Books!

Please turn to page 4

 As a book collector and a book 
seller, imagine my delight when I 
was asked to do a story on Thelma 
Creighton, a local woman who 
collects pop-up-books. Yes, those 
delightful, colourful books of our 
childhood that, when opened, gave 
us a whole new dimension on story 
telling and using our 

imaginations.
 Before we tell you about her 
collection you should know how she 
and her husband Bill ended up in 
Port Perry.
 Thelma was born and educated 
in Owen Sound, before heading off 
to Humber College and the big city. 

Having been raised in a small town, 
it’s not surprising that when she and 
her husband decided to retire, they 
sought out a rural community.
 They lived in the Stouffville/
Musselman’s Lake area for many 
years, but a few years ago decided 
the area was changing too much for 
their liking. Port Perry seemed to 

were seeking, so they packed up and 
moved, settling here in 2007. 
 Thelma had a simple explana-
tion why they chose this town. “We 
came here because we love Port  
Perry and its small town atmo-
sphere,” she said. 
 Of course when the Creighton’s 
moved to town she brought her 
unique collection with her.  
        Thelma has been collecting 
pop-up-books for 20 years now and 
still shows a childlike wonder and 
enthusiasm every time she touches 
one of her approximately 140 books. 
What a collection she has; I had the 
good fortune to see as many as she 

was at a total loss as to what to look 

        She never had pop-up-books as 
a child and it was while working at !"#$%&'()'#*%)'!+,-%',)'.#)/%0+()/'
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the Toronto publishing house of 
Fitzhenry and Whiteside many years 
ago that her love for them began.
 She was, and still is, knocked 
out by the visual wallop they have; 
she was immediately hooked by the 
detailed, rich illustrations and the 
fabulous and exotic subjects they 
brought to life. 

“Little Choo-Choo’s Runaway Ad-
venture”  and it is a marvel of colour 
and imagination – it also has a track 
in the book that the little train runs 
along. 
 Needless to say, Thelma’s col-
lection grew 
quickly. From 
the beginning, 
she shied 
away from 
stationary 
Pop-up-Books, 
which most of 
us are more 

familiar with, and devoted herself to 
searching out what she calls ‘me-
chanical books’. She favours these 
because the book contents do things 
– characters and objects move, turn, 

and incredibly intricate. These books 
tell more than a story. 
      One of her favourite’s is a Nation-
al Geographic book called “Amazing 
Monkeys”. Upon opening, the pages 
come alive with monkeys swinging 
from vines and a whole forest in 
riotous colour – you can almost hear 
a cacophony of jungle voices and 
the movable tabs provide constant 
movement. 
 In “Animals Showing Off”, there 
is a gorilla pounding his chest while 

their legs together and make those 
famous cricket noises we know so 
well. These books are truly a marvel 

of engineering; it is the mechanism’s 
that hooked Thelma and has kept 
her constantly on the lookout for 
new and different books. 
 Thelma likes to play with her 
books more than she actually likes to 
read them. She will not however, let 
children play with them. 

children and has given many over 
the years to nephew’s and grand-
children, she feels they must be of an 
age to treat them carefully because 
they are fragile. 
 Children are fascinated by books 
that move and talk and Thelma has 
bought many over the years to share 
with them; she says they are a great 
teaching tool. 
 Between the ages of 12-13, 
Thelma gave her nephews the pop-
up “Facts of Life” for Christmas 

parents). This book is explicit but 
correct, and shows everything from 
conception to the birth of a baby. 
Thelma said with a chuckle, “It’s 
kind of gross, I thought it might turn 

Continued from page 3
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them off for awhile.”
 I can’t think of many subjects missing from Thel-
ma’s collection. Her books run the gamut from old 
fashioned Victorians, animals of all description, science, 
classics like Peter Pan and Alice in Wonderland, Gob-
lins, the Human Body, the Titanic, Elvis and the Beatles, 

Tron, Harry Potter, The Hobbit and Return of the Jedi. 
 Any book Thelma considers purchasing has to 

other than what she likes and you can see her delight in 
each book she picks up and shows. They were not pur-
chased on potential value or just to have; she sincerely 
is fascinated with them and plays for hours, no doubt 
lost in a magical world.
 Now comes the reckoning – what does all this 
collecting cost? Evidently, not a whole lot. “I’m cheap. 
As much as I love them, I won’t spend much”, says 
Thelma. 
 You get the impression she loves the chase and the 

for them, at markets, yard sales, bargain shops and ba-
sically anywhere books are sold. She usually pays less 
than $10 and has never paid more than $25. For “spec-
tacular” she would go to $30, but no more than that.
 I am certain Thelma will continue to add to her col-
lection; her enthusiasm for pop-up-books is delightful, 
contagious, and if I may say so, rather inspiring. I will 
never look at a stationary pop-up-books again without 
knowing there is so much more out there and I believe 
I’m going to start looking at books a lot more carefully. 
 Thank you Thelma for a colourful glimpse into a 
fascinating world.

By Marjorie Fleming
Focus on Scugog

UNUSUAL COLLECTORS  WANTED
If you know someone who has an unusual  

milk caps, frogs, Disney characters, etc. ) 
drop us a line at focus@focusonscugog.com

!e best choice  
for window coverings 

in Scugog.

905-213-2583
Joe Gibson, Blackstock

www.budgetblinds.com/
portperry

FREE 
In-Home 

Consultation



!  FOCUS - FEBRUARY 2011

!"#$%&!

'()*
!+,!

 As Valentine’s Day approaches, 

not look further than an exuberant little 
blonde girl who lives a life dedicated to 
helping others. 
 Meet eleven-year-old Emlyn Tuck. 

as she bounds around her home and 
school, numerous friends in tow. The 
rare quality this Grade 6 student from 
Greenbank possesses, however, is her 
unyielding desire to give. 
 Back in 2007, Emlyn, her classmates 
and school were introduced to Relay 
For Life; an educational and fundrais-
ing program of the Canadian Cancer 
Society. At Elementary Relay, kids are 
educated and empowered to beat can-
cer, hear stories from cancer survivors 
and caregivers affected by the disease. 
 “I just wanted to help” states Em-
lyn affectionately. 
 From that moment, Emlyn began 
her fundraising crusade; saving her 
allowance, canvassing and exploring 

Please turn to page 8
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Young girl who just
“wants to help,” raises
funds for friend with
a heart condition 
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with ‘Costumes for Cancer’, “Comics for Cancer’ and 
“Critters for Cancer’; all fundraisers she holds at her 
school in Greenbank. Emlyn also helps with an annual 
yard sale to raise funds and is growing her hair long to 
donate to “Wigs for Kids”. 
 Her parents, Bronwen and Jim, are astounded. “I 
don’t know where she gets it” Bronwen laughs, a little 
bewildered. “Emlyn just loves to help; this is her na-
ture”. 
 In the fall of 2010, a family friend was diagnosed 
with a serious heart condition called dilated cardio-
myopathy. This diagnosis came as a result of previous 
chemotherapy treatments and Emlyn overheard her 
mom talking about it.
 “Again, I just wanted to help. Anyone can get 
cancer or have heart trouble; they can still live if we all 
raised a little money” Emlyn stated emphatically. 
 Emlyn immediately began saving her chore money 
and is getting her friends on board to do the same. “Our 
school does “Jump Rope for Heart”, (a fundraising 
vehicle from the Heart and Stroke Foundation). “We 
can maybe sell jump ropes and skip-its to raise more 
money”. 
 Emlyn has many other talents; including painting, 
acting class and competitive swimming. She scrapbooks 
and spends hours making handmade valentines for her 
classmates, each personalized with her friends favourite 
things. Emlyn hopes to be a kindergarten teacher one 

big sister, and he too is raising funds for cancer... and for 
whales!!!

from; how does one instill these values in a child? 
 “I don’t know, really” states her mother. “it’s just 
how she is.” I offer another explanation... when parents 

Children learn what they live. Perhaps this is one mes-
sage we can share this Valentine’s Day... the art of giv-
ing, kindness and unconditional love.
 If you’d like more information about the programs 
you’ve read about in this article, or to learn more about 
how you can donate - check out these websites: www.
heartandstroke.com  and  www.cancer.ca .

By Tammy Horvath
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 7

 It is February and Heart Month 
is here. So many people, both 
young and old, right here in Scugog 
Township have been restored to 
good health by the research and 
treatment funded by the Heart & 
Stroke Foundation of Ontario. 
 Scugog Township is a huge area 

to cover in the local Person to Person 
Campaign, but Heart & Stroke want 
to have canvassers knocking on 
doors from Greenbank to Purple 
Hill and Nestleton to Utica. 
 If no one came knocking on 
your door  last year for a Heart & 
Stroke donation, then we need a 

canvasser on your street. Improving 
your health by walking and meet-
ing your neighbours are some of the 

 If you have some time you 
can spare and would like to help 
canvass, call Dorothy Gibson to get 
started at 905-985-7178.

You can help Heart and Stroke succeed - volunteer some time!

KOTYA
PEEKIN’
!"#$%&'()&*+%,*-
Swim & Summerwear
              all year round
 Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual, 
               Prom, Evening 
                     Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

CRUISE WEAR
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see some changes take place in the business community, 
and this year appears to be no different. We just hope, 
what we are beginning to see already this year, is not an 
indication of more closing in the coming months.
 So to start “Changing Faces” off this month we’ll begin 
our report with a few store closings – something we hate 
to see happening so early in the year.
 It was disappointing to see Perry Ann’s clothing has 
announced the closing of its store at 197 Queen St. Win-

 Also on Queen St., it appears Russell’s Delectables has 
vacated their premises at 270 Queen St. and across the 
street at 249 Queen St., Majik has signs up indicating it’s 
about to close as well.
 Moving around the corner, at 150 Water St., a sign 
on the door of the Pizza, Pizza store informs its customers 

that the Port Perry location has been shut down.
 At the northwest corner of town, along Old Simcoe 
Rd., we see that Wild Wing restaurant closed for a couple 
weeks in January while they made changes. They have 
re-opened as Clem’s Custom Wing Shop.
 But thankfully it’s not all ‘doom and gloom’ in town. 
On a brighter note, it’s nice to see Royal LePage Frank Real 
Estate has moved into large, attractive accommodations 
in the western portion of the former Shopper’s Drug Mart 
building at 268 Queen St. The larger, easterly section of 
the building is now for rent.
 And more good news just west of town, at 1205 
Scugog Line 6 and Highway 12.  D.K. Stewart has moved 
his antique business, The Brooklin Antiquarian, from his lo-
cation in Brooklin, Ont. to the large vacant building most 
recently occupied by Leisure Days RV Centre. 
 Hopefully things will improve next month.

Changing
  Faces!
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DON’T SETTLE FOR ORDINARY

    Also       

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville/Uxbridge
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to the polar plungers 
for their courage, 
to the community for 
it’s support, 
to the volunteers for 
their help, 

and to the following sponsers for making the fourth 
Port Perry Polar Plunge such a success:
Focus on Scugog Port Perry Star Scugog Standard
Scugog Firefi ghters Murray Rodd Region of Durham 
Bill Lishman  Lloyd Wakeford  Ted Wright  
Dave Bell  Port Perry Signs Coffee Culture  
Township of Scugog 
Brian Dowson and crew $9,500

was raised for the 
Port Perry Hospital

The Auxiliary to 
Lakeridge Health Port Perry

 Beat the mid-winter blahs by joining us at the Scu-
gog Shores Museum for our winter weekends lecture 
series.  Talks will take place Sunday afternoons at 1:00 
followed by light refreshments, and a chance to ask 
questions of the speaker and view the gallery’s tempo-
rary exhibits.

Adventures of a  
Female Archaeologist Abroad
Sunday, February 13 – Dr. Amy Barron

 Ever wonder what life would be like working as an 
archaeologist in the Middle East?
 Join us for a fun glimpse into the world of ancient 

in one of the oldest settled regions on Earth is really like.   
 Dr. Barron has excavated in Syria and Israel, and 
travelled throughout the Middle East and around the 
world.  She will share stories of her work, discuss some 
of the issues facing modern archaeology and bring some
ancient artifacts for examination. 

Archives and Genealogy:  
A Perfect Partnership

Sunday, March 6 – Carolynn Bart-Riedstra
 Genealogical research is more popular than ever.  
Have you ever wondered how best to use the resources 
available to learn more about your own family history?   
 Carolynn Bart-Riedstra is the ‘Archives Advisor’ for 
the Archives Association of Ontario and has served as 
a regional director of the Ontario Genealogical Society.  
She will tell us her secrets on how to get the most out of 
your research time and to use the many resources avail-
able in your community.      
 All lectures will be held at the Scugog Shores Heri-
tage Centre and Archives, located at 1655 Reach Street 

 Cost is $5.00 per person (which includes admission 
to the Heritage Centre exhibits). Space is limited. Tickets 
are available at the Heritage Centre and Archives, the 
Scugog Arena reception desk, or contact Amy Barron, 
905-985-8698x103, abarron@scugog.ca.  

Winter Lecture Series

WINE DOWN THIS WINTER

~ SERVING SCUGOG SINCE 1997 ~

Lisandras
Winemaking at its BEST
38 Water Street, Port Perry

905-985-1197

Winter Wines make you feel toasty warm all over!
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 In the “Insight” section Saturday 
January 8, 2011 of the Toronto Star, 
the newspaper listed Canada’s 100 
top paid CEOs. Out of the list, three 

are graduates of Port Perry High 
School, a number not matched by 
any other high school in Canada!
 The three PPHS grads who made 
the list are: #21 Tye Burt, #45 Keith 
Calder and #58 George Cope.
 Tye Burt was featured in an ar-
ticle here in Focus on Scugog in April 
2009. He graduated from PPHS in 
1975 and is now the CEO of Kinross 
Gold, with a listed wage and salary 
of just over $9 million for the year 
2010. 
 After leaving PPHS, Tye earned a 
degree in history at the University of 
Guelph before heading for Osgoode 
Law School in Toronto. 
 He was hired by the Bank of 
Montreal’s Nesbitt Burns in 1986 
and quickly rose to the position of 
managing director of their Global 
Mining department. In 1997 he 
became the Chairman of Deutsche 
Bank Canada, then of Barrick Gold 
before he was hired as the CEO of 
Kinross Gold in 2002. Number 45 on 

the list was Keith Calder. 
Keith graduated from PPHS and at-
tended Michigan Technical Univer-
sity where he obtained a degree in 
Mining Engineering. He was then 
hired by Hudson Bay Mining work-
ing in Northern Canada. From there 
he went into an administrative role 
with Zambia Consolidated Copper 

!"#$$%&'#(%&$##)%*+,"%-."''/%,#0120($-%
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TYE BURT
PRESIDENT and CEO  

KINROSS GOLD
$9,191,453

KEITH CALDER
PRESIDENT AND CEO  

WESTERN COAL CORP.
$6,249,582

GEORGE COPE - PRESIDENT and CEO, BELL CANADA

Please turn to page 14

Tops In Their Class
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mines in Africa and then with the 
Minera Group in Bolivia and Argen-
tina.  
 His international experiences 
earned him a position with Rio 
Tinto, taking on administrative roles 
in Portugal, Spain, South Africa, 
Australia and England. In 2007 he 
was appointed as Rio Tinto’s Manag-
ing Director of Copper projects, a 
worldwide responsibility.
 Keith was appointed as President 
and CEO of Western Coal Corpora-
tion in December 2009, the position 
he holds today. 
 Coincidently, in his graduat-
ing year at PPHS, his biography 
in the Hilltop, the school yearbook, 
stated “Someday Keith will become 
rich and famous.” He has certainly 
achieved that goal through hard 
work and a variety of experiences. 
He is listed with an annual wage and 
salary of just over $6 million. 
 One of Keith’s classmates at 
PPHS was #58 on the Toronto Star’s 
list: George Cope. The two gradu-

ated from PPHS together in 1981.
 George Cope is the CEO of Bell 
Canada and BCE, and was featured 
in an article here in Focus in Novem-
ber 2006.
 He was student council president 

in his graduating year, a star basket-
ball player and school athlete of the 
year.  He then chose to take business 
at the University of Western On-
tario.  He worked his way through 
the communications industry and is 
now the CEO of BCE (Bell Canada).
 In September 2006 the Globe and 
Mail headlined his appointment as 
Bell’s CEO as “Bell’s Hope: George 
Cope.” 
 Four years later (March 2010) 
George appeared on the cover of  the 
Globe and Mail’s magazine “Report 
on Business”.  In its lead article the 
Globe praised his efforts in turning 
the money losing Bell Canada into 

leader. His reward  for turning Bell 
around was a wage and salary of  
$4.6 million for 2010.
 Port Perry High School gradu-
ates certainly know how to run the 
country’s business.

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

GEORGE COPE
PRESIDENT and CEO  

BCE and BELL CANADA
$4,637,161

Continued from page 13
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 Mayor Chuck Mercier and 
members of Scugog Township 
council took time to honour 
community leaders and volun-
teers at the annual New Year’s 
Levee held at the Scugog Arena 
on January 9.
 Ten individuals and two 
groups were named to the 
Mayor’s Honour Roll during a 
ceremony in front of friends and 
relatives.
 Among the local residents 
being honoured this year 
were: Bette Hodgins, Dorothy 
Imperial, Tammy Horvath, Mary 
Westgarth, Jim Hutchinson, 
Neil Hunter,  Arnold and Jean 

It’s An Honour
Bette Hodgins

Jim Hutchinson

Neil Hunter

Dorothy Imperial

Tammy Horvath with Mayor Chuck Mercier and Councillor John Hancock. 

 Jamie Ross and Barb Karthein accepted honour on behalf of the 
Scugog Lake Stewards from Mayor Chuck Mercier.

 Ivan DeJong and Rob Evans, partners in the Canadian Food Grains Bank pro-
gram, receive their award with Mayor Mercier and Councillor Wilma Wotten. 

Williams, Matthew and Nicholas 
Barnes. 
 Group awards were presented 
to the Scugog Lake Stewards and 
Scugog Hope Christian Reform 
Church and Epsom/Utica United 
Church.
 This is the fourth year that the 
Mayor’s Honours have been handed 
out to residents of Scugog Township, 
who through dedicated volunteerism,  
have helped to make this community 
a great place to live.
 A full transcript of the efforts of 
each of this years inductees was pub-
lished in January’s Focus On Scugog. 
View it on our website:  http://www.
scugogheritage.com/misc/honour.roll.2010.htm

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

Matthew Barnes

Mary Westgarth

Nicholas Barnes
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 Port Perry United Church celebrated a milestone as a place of wor-
ship on January 23, 2011. This proud and elegant structure at the corner 
of Queen and Simcoe Streets stands as a microcosm of the community’s 
history. 
 The history of Port Perry’s churches really begins in Prince Albert 
which was a much larger community until the late 1860s. 
 In 1868 the community went through a dramatic change as the 
construction began on the railway from Whitby to Port Perry.  It made 
its inaugural run in 1871. With Port Perry at its terminus, all the Prince 
Albert businesses and their owners had moved to Port Perry by 1873 and 
with them, all but one of the churches and their congregations. 
 At this time there was a re-organization of the numerous denomi-
nations of Methodists in Canada.  The Episcopal Methodist Church, the 

Wesleyan Methodists, the Primitive Methodists and 
the Bible Christian Churches combined to form the 
Methodist Church of Canada. 
           In Port Perry the Wes-
leyan Methodists had built an 
impressive, elegant structure 
at the corner of John and 
Casimir streets in 1871. 
The Episcopal Method-
ists had built a simple 
wooden building 

on the site of the northern section of the present High 
School and then moved to a larger building at Queen 
and Caleb in 1873. 
 When the Methodist churches formally united 
on June 1, 1885, the Port Perry Methodists imme-
diately set about building a large place of worship 
needed to accommodate the enlarged Methodist 
congregation.  
 The present building rose as a symbol of the 

union of the various Methodist denominations. The 
corner stone was laid by Aaron Ross on June 28, 

building on January 28, 1886. 
 The old Episcopal Methodist church was torn 
down and the Wesleyan Church was sold to the 
Roman Catholics in 1885 for $4,500.  This building 
was torn down in 1972 when the Roman Catholics 
built a larger place of worship on Highway 7A.
 In 1925 another union took place as the Meth-
odist Church, the Congregational Church and some 
of the Presbyterian Churches of Canada, joined 
to create the United Church of Canada. A special 
service to commemorate this event was

Port Perry United Church plans 
year-long celebration to mark the 
125th anniversary of its opening

Methodists build church in 1885
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The cornerstone was 
laid by Aaron Ross on 
June 28, 1885 - the 

January, 28, 1886.
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 held in the building on February 1, 1925.
 The east and north faces of the building remain as they 

evidence of additions and revisions.  
 Ted Griffen recalled a number of remodelling projects 
during his lifetime. In the late 1940s a massive project 
involving changing the old heating system. “There were 

the church, one at the north end 
and the other at the south. Art 
Brock, Merle Letcher and my 
dad, Sam Griffen tore out the 
old furnaces and replaced them 

water steam unit,” he recalled. 
 “At the same time Grace Davis and Mrs. Howard 
Stone paid for new lights in the church – lights which are 
still in use today,” he said.
 The biggest change was the addition of the new 
Christian Education Centre to accommodate the growing  
community. Ted continued, “This was built in 1963. My 
father won the contract but the greatest driver for fund 
raising was Wes Lane, who was the chairman of the Board 
of Stewards at the time.”  
 The addition contains a lounge, library, Sunday School 

a huge auditorium and kitchen along with more Sunday 
School rooms and washrooms.  There were even plans for 
an indoor swimming pool but this was dropped. The addi-

 Zula Hall, wife of former Scugog Township mayor, 
Howard Hall, recalls with great pride that her  family 
has played an important role in the building’s history. 
“My grandfather, the Reverend Wesley Elliot, was the 
minister of this church from 1917 to 1919,” she states. 
Today Zula is the  church’s archivist.
 “The chairman of the centenary celebrations in 1986 

was also a relative, a cousin. He 
was the  minister at that time, the 
Reverend Glenn Jackson.”  She 
continued, “My grandmother 
Zula  Jackson, was the Superin-
tendent of the Primary Depart-
ment of the Sunday School for 

a hundred kids in Sunday School. My mother played the 
organ and the piano for many years” she beamed. 
  Celebrations for the 125th anniversary of the church 
took place on Sunday, January 23. The service included 
a celebration of hymn singing, acknowledging the long 
tradition of  excellent choirs at the church.
 Today the elegant red brick building with its 80 
foot high bell tower stands as an attractive portal to the 
downtown section of the community, complimenting 
Town Hall 1873, directly across the road with its corre-
sponding bell tower. 

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

The formation of the United Church 
of Canada was commemorated at a 
special service on February 1, 1925.

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry YOUR NEIGHBOU
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PRESIDENT’S CHOICE BLUE MENU.
WE MAKE HEALTHIER SHOPPING EASY!
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We make sure all of our PC Blue Menu products are easy-
to-spot and we even call out their healthier attribute on 
the front of the package so you can shop for the products 
you need quickly and easily.
Blue Menu products all contain more of what nutritionists 
urge us to eat and less of what they tell us to limit. Each 
product contains at least one of the following benefits:

   LOWER FAT
   LOWER CALORIES
   HIGH FIBRE
   OMEGA-3
   SOY PROTEIN
   LOWER SODIUM
    

FAT FREE
SANS GRAS

Worth switching supermarkets for.™

BLUE MENU
MENU BLEU

BLUE MENU

MENU BLEU

CG MOBILE ACCOUNTING SERVICES

cgoulding7@gmail.com

CATHY GOULDING

705-786-9492
    B!!""##$%&'
    G!(’) R#*%)+
    P,-.!//

11490 Simcoe St., Port Perry   Fx: 905-985-3007
nwestaccounting@wchighspeed.com    

905-985-0195

Mon.- Fri. 8am-6pm 
Sat. 9am-2pm 
or by appointment

 
for which you are entitled.

Give us a call and we will maximize your deductions and 
tax credits to lower your income tax payable and keep money  

payroll

Computerized Accounting  Service

TAX TIP
Proper bookkeeping helps by;

 

 

 

905-986-1799
 

TAX TIP
RRSP Deadlines

  

905-985-8962



FOCUS - FEBRUARY 2011  !"   

Anita Van Zeeland
ACCOUNTING AND TAX SERVICES

All Accounting & Bookkeeping Services
Computerized, Government Remittances, GST, Payroll, 

PST, Debt Consolidations,Government/Creditors, CRA Audits, 
Tax Strategies and Budgets, Business Plans 

(Port Perry)Phone: 905-986-5217
Fax: 905-986-0034   Email: aypeck@hotmail.com

Just one call to me could save you thousands of dollars in unclaimed tax refunds.

- TAXES -
Corporate, Small Business, Farming, Personal

tax returns 
starting at only

$30
2009

“I specialize in
FORENSIC ACCOUNTING

analyzing & dissecting your accounts to maximize
your tax savings, corporate or fixed income.”

We work as a team 
with our clients to 

ensure their time is 
spent on the business 

they love, while 
having confi dence the 
offi ce and books are 

kept up to date.

4 River Street, Seagrave
905-985-8962
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If so, please call:

 * E-File
* Personal Income Tax

* Computerized Payroll
* Small Business 

Bookkeeping

Monday to Friday
8:30 am - 5:00 pm

Extended Evening & 
Saturday Hours 

during Tax Time by 
Appointment Only

New
Clients 

Welcome

TAX TIP
Changes have been made once again for this year’s tax returns.  There are new options for single 
parents this year that you will want to discuss with your tax preparer in order to 
maximize your refunds.  Stay tuned for more information in future issues.
Nellie Westerman, Computerized Accounting Services
905-985-0195

TAX TIP
Donations and Medical
Sometimes we don’t have enough of these receipts to 
make a difference on our personal tax returns – but – 
you can carry them forward to the next year. So with the 
total of 2 years worth you just may get that credit you 
were looking for. 
Check with your tax provider on the details of how this 

review all of this with you!
Anita Van Zeeland FTA, Forensic Tax Accountant
905-985-8962

Last chance to see toys, 
games children played 
with a century ago
 In less than four weeks, the Scugog 
Shores Heritage Centre & Archives will 
close down its current exhibit, highlight-
ing games, toys and sports over the past 
century.
 The exhibit, which has been on 
display since November 2010, features 
nostalgic material from the Royal Ontario 
Museum, the Scugog Shores Museums, 
and the Scugog Sports Hall of Fame.
 The exhibit comes to a close on Feb-
ruary 27, so don’t miss this last chance 
to see some of the toys and games your 
parents and grandparents played with 
when they were children.
 The Heritage Centre and Archives is 
located at 1655 Reach Street, Port Perry 

 For more information call (905) 985-
8698 ext. 103 or email abarron@scugog.ca
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 A large crowd gathered at Port Perry’s lakefront on January 8 to see some 
of Scugog’s bravest citizens take off their clothes for charity.  This is the fourth 
year for the annual Polar Plunge and although numbers were down this year, with 
22 brave souls taking he plunge into the icy waters of Lake Scugog, the enthusias-
tic group were able to raise $9,500 for the local Hospital Auxiliary.
 After the plungers dried off and warmed up, there was an awards ceremony 
at the Latcham Centre nearby where plungers and supporters were treated to 
homemade chili, hotdogs, desserts, hot chocolate and coffee. Each plunger got a 
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Whether it’s your family, 
home, business or your 
car, protect what’s  
yours with insurance  
solutions designed  
just for you.

PROTECT
Those You Love

!

Valentine –
Your Prince awaits.

 
Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Serving Scugog Since 1996 68 Water St., Port Perry
(across from the tennis courts)

905-985-8807

 Warm up today .... 
Rent your favourite movie at
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Scugog Heritage Centre has been given the 
go-ahead from Scugog Council to begin work on a new 
$45,000 First Nations Gallery.  The gallery will spotlight 
the history and importance of the local Mississauguas of 
Scugog Island First Nation to the community.
 Work on the new 320 sq. ft. gallery will begin shortly 
and is hoped to be completed by late March.
 Funding for the new “First Nation” exhibit was 
derived from a generous grant of $17,000 from the 
Baagwating Community Association and $28,000 
through the Museum’s Assistance Program.
 The museum will provide two models to be includ-
ed in the exhibit: a 3 ! foot birch bark canoe and a small 
table-top size wigwam. 
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just a few things we think are
 worth knowing... In The News...

 ‘Dappledale’ the Holstein farm of the 
Phoenix Brothers of Greenbank and the 
Raines Brothers‘Raivue Farms’ of Sunder-
land have been selected to receive the 
coveted “Master Breeders” award for 2010.
 The two local families were among 20 
Holstein breeders to receive the news 
from Holstein Canada last month that they 
are new “Master Breeders”.  Thirteen of 

winners.  

Ltd. has won the prestigious award. The 
Raines family also received the honour in 
1983 and 1996.
 “Master Breeder” is the most coveted 
award for breeders of Canadian Holstein 
cattle. It distinguishes herds that have the 
best ratio for breeding cows that possess 
the complete package of high production 
and outstanding conformation. Also rel-

health and longevity.
 Members of the Phoenix and Raines 
families plan to travel to Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland this May to attend the 
National Holstein Convention and receive 
their Master Breeders award.

Port Perry High School student’s concert “Artists  
for Haiti” raises funds for relief efforts in Haiti 
 Port Perry High School’s “Artists for Haiti” fundraiser, held January 13 in the 
library at Port Perry High School was a smashing success. Artists for Haiti was 
organized by the school’s “Me to We” charity group, a small band of students 
started by Ursula Kressibucher in September 2010.
  An estimated 150 people attended the fundraiser, at which 17 performanc-
es were given by auditioned musicians from the high school.  Other highlights of 
“Artists for Haiti” included a 50-50 draw, a silent auction, featuring artwork by 
both high school students and local artists and coffee house-style refreshments.
 A total of $1,540 was raised during the evening, which will be used for relief 
efforts in Haiti. “Me to We” is partnering with “Free the Children” in this one-
year commemoration of the earthquake and the funds from “Artists for Haiti” 
will be donated to this organization to further development in Haiti. 
                                                                   Photos by Rhiannon Smart, story Shannon Smart
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Phoenix / Raines farms
to receive 2010 Master
Breeders award

Scugog Fire Department 
has received delivery of a new truck 
at the Port Perry hall last month, to 
replace the departments aging 1988 
International rescue van.
 The new $300,000 truck, a 2010 

Spartan, will provide firefighters more 
room for personnel and equipment and 
will be primarily used to respond to 
medical emergencies and accidents.
 The truck can also be used as a com-
mand post if required during major inci-
dents in the township.

 The latest vehicle in the Scugog fleet 
of fire trucks was unveiled to members 
of council and the public prior to a 
council meeting last month.
 The truck was custom built by 
Seagrave Fire Apparatus Company in 
Carleton Place, Ontario.
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HE title of the letter that Port Perry resident Ralph Robinson sent to 
a local paper last year says it all: “Angels in Disguise.” That’s how 
Ralph describes the personal care workers who came to his home 

every day when his wife Audrey’s health-care needs became overwhelming. 
The personal care workers were provided by Community Care Durham 

(CCD), a Port Perry-based organization that offers what administrator Jenny 
Yorgason calls a “basket of services” to adults – mostly, but not only, seniors 
– who want to remain as independent as possible in their own homes, but 
need some help and support to do just that. 
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“Our goal is to keep people independent in their own homes for as long 
as possible,” explains Jenny. “We do things like take people to the doctor and 
wait for them as they have their appointment, we will drive them to the vet 
with their pet, go to the bank, the grocery stores and make sure they are eating 
properly.”

Ralph and Audrey already knew about Community Care when their own 
hour of need arrived, because Ralph had been one of the more than 140 vol-
unteers who are the life-blood of Community Care. As a driver for Meals on 
Wheels, probably the most widely-known CCD program, Ralph already appre-
ciated the invaluable services CCD provided. 

“I loved it,” says Ralph of his volunteer time. “And I really liked doing the 
transportation part of it.” Because Ralph knew Toronto well, he also volunteered 
to drive CCD clients into their downtown health appointments – another well-
used CCD service. “You get to meet a lot of people.  It was a fun time. “

When Audrey was being released from the hospital after a bout of illness 
that marked a decline in 
her ability to care for her-
self, and in Ralph’s abil-
ity to meet her growing 
physical needs, he knew 
to call CCD.  “If I hadn’t 
had that care Audrey 
couldn’t have come home. 
They are magic, they really are,” says Ralph. 

Personal Care Workers, or PSWs as they are often called, are some of CCD’s 
frontline workers. They came in every day to take care of some of Audrey’s most 
intense and private physical needs. That daily time also enabled Ralph to leave the 

house and take care of the shopping, or just have a 
much-needed break – a mini physical and mental 
respite – from the loving but often exhausting duties 
of being a devoted caregiver.

Respite programs are one of the three major 
categories of services that CCD provides, explains 
Brent Farr, CCD’s executive director. “When we 
say we are helping people stay at home, we sup-
port the person and their family.” 

The respite category includes adult day pro-
grams full of fun and stimulating activities and 
nourishing meals where adults can be dropped off 
and picked up after a full day of social interaction. 

In-home respite, on the other hand, is focussed on care-giver relief, like Ralph 
experienced. “Its really to prevent burn-out of the caregiver,” explains Jenny. Care-
giver relief can extend the time an adult can remain in their own surroundings by 

for caregivers that supports CCD’s main goals. 
“It’s about giving people the opportunity to live well at home,” says Brent. “It’s 

about well-being, keeping people at home as long as possible with dignity. We pro-
vide the client and their family the opportunity for them to be at home, where they 
want to be, and to do  it in a way that retains as much independence and dignity 
as possible. We bridge between health and social services, and the impact of our 
services are very social as well.”

Take Meals on Wheels for example. It falls under a second category of CCD 
services, that of Hope Support.

The driver who drops off meals, fresh or frozen, to a Meals on Wheels client 
for example, does not just ring the doorbell, drop the meal and run. “It’s not just the 
meals,” says Brent, “It’s the dialogue between the consumer and the volunteer. People 
look forward to it.” 

Home Support services helps shatter the isolation that is so common in the lives 
of elderly adults, often with extended family living far away. A Friendly Visitor 

! "#$%$! &%! '()%*! +$,,-./%0!
+&1(! 2-1#&,! 34,/./5%1&%$1!
6(..0! 7$18&5$.9! &.4! :$'-.;
%((1!<&'=#!<$>/.5$.!'$$?!$:(1!
5$,(!$)! %#(! >1$@#-1(5! &%! %#(!

A/,@$(!<4B9!"$1%!"(110B

“Our (Community Care) goal is to 
keep people independent in their 
own homes for as long as possible”  

. . .  Jenny Yorgason

Please turn to page 30
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program means just that, clients can anticipate a regular 
visit with a warm volunteer who will talk, listen and 
simply share time with them. 

Home Support can also include Telephone Reassur-
ance when volunteers phone clients who may be isolat-
ed and check in with them on a regular schedule. Home 
Maintenance volunteers do tasks like shovelling drive-
ways in the winter, 
an almost impossible 
ordeal for an ageing 
homeowner. CCD 
offers weekly Foot 
Care Clinics to 260 
clients who need 
help with this task 
that is essential , but 
physically awkward 
for an ageing or 
impaired body.

The third category of CCD services falls under 
the mental health umbrella. The COPE Mental Health 
Program matches highly trained volunteers with adults, 
16 years or older, with emotional or mental health chal-
lenges, to help them achieve personal goals and perhaps 
participate in a larger group support system. Issues can 
include depression, anxiety and stress management, 
among others. 

“COPE has expanded,” explains Brent, “to include 
specialized geriatrics.” New programs like Home at Last, 

that helps clients settle back into their own homes after a 
hospital stay is one example. “It can include picking the 
person up at the hospital, stopping at the bank on the 
way home, getting groceries, home-making once they are 
there,” says Brent.  

Specially trained Personal Care Workers, those “an-
gels in disguise” referred to by Ralph Robinson, keep tabs 
on the client’s progress and help them meet any needs 
they may have as they recuperate.  

One of the newest CCD services is Home First, an 
extension of Home at Last that provides a longer follow-
up time and enhanced services for the most vulnerable 
CCD clients. “It is a partnership with local hospitals,” says 
Brent.

And partnership is a huge component of everything 
CCD does. From the volunteers who drive clients into 
Toronto for a downtown appointment or drop off a hot 
meal and take time to chat; to the families who want 
mom or dad to be in their own home but need a break to 
help make that happen; to the Port Perry churches that 
host CCD services free of charge in their buildings; to the 

A collaboration of care that is both heart-warming 
and hugely practical, that also hits at the heart of one of 
Canada’s most vexing health care challenges: crowded 
hospitals and long waits. 

“If we hope to break the cycle of high hospital use,” 
explains Brent, “the only way we can do that is healthier, 
safer homes and investing in Community Care. Many ad-
missions to the hospital are failure to thrive. We can avoid 
many of them, and let the hospitals do what they do best.” 

What Community Care Durham does best is help  
clients not only survive, but thrive for as long as possible 
in their own homes. “There may be someone out there 
who needs our help,” says Jenny. “I don’t want to miss 
anyone.”

“ It was because of them that Audrey was home,” for 
as long as she was, says Ralph Robinson. Audrey Robin-
son now lives in a nursing home in Beaverton, that Ralph 
describes as “a beautiful place.” The couple celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary last May. 

By Karen Stiller
Focus on Scugog

Community Care is 
about giving people an 
opportunity to live at 
home, where they want 
to be, with independ-
ance and dignity.

Continued from page 29
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  The 2010 winning “Christmas Angel”, designed by local jeweller Dana Smith, 
was a big hit this year in Scugog. Dana’s original design, selected by the Canadian 
Jewellery Group, was so popular in her two stores, Dana’s Goldsmithing and Silver-

ranged from 500 to 700 per season.
-

munity Memorial Hospital.  On January 18, Dana presented them a cheque for $5,100. 
This latest donation to the hospital brings the total to $34,600 she has donated to the 
hospital since the angel campaign began 10 years ago.
    “This is the largest number of angels we have ever sold,” Dana said. If any-
one is interested Dana’s Queen Street stores have a 
small quantity of the angels left.

Dana’s design is a winner

!"#"
$%&'(

 The Scugog Chamber of Commerce, Port Perry Downtown BIA and Scugog 
Twp. are partnering to bring a national motivational business speaker to Scugog. 
 Roy Prevost, is unique in North America in the area of preparing small busi-
ness for the advent of large box stores in their communities. Through coaching 

 The dynamic 2.5 hour workshop will take place on Thursday, February 17 at 
the Latcham Centre, Port Perry, beginning at 11 a.m. Seating is limited so anyone 
interested should book early. Chamber/BIA members $20, non members $25.  
Phone 905-985-4971, or email: info@scugogchamber.ca  for information or tickets.

Learning to live with box stores

10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry
905-985-8474 
www.gusbrownportperry.com 

Whoa!  Now that’s a truck!
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The Port Perry Artists’ 
Association will display  
their work at the Scugog 
Arts Resource Centre
  The Scugog Arts Resource Centre (SARC) exhi-
bition year begins with a group display of work by 
members of the Port Perry Artists’ Association. 
 The exhibition opened at the SARC Gallery at 181 
Perry St. Unit G-1 on Saturday, January 22 and will run 
until February 26. A total of 17 artists will have their 
visual art on view, representing a wide variety of visual 
arts media, from watercolours and acrylics to oils and 
mixed media.
  The Port Perry Artists Association was founded 
in October 1999 and now meets weekly in Port Perry 
to learn and share information, techniques and ideas, 
give constructive critiques and offer encouragement 
and comraderie. Guest speakers and member artists are 
invited regularly to share their expertise.
  For more information on the Port Perry Artists 
Association and the Scugog Council for the Arts, visit 
www.scugogarts.ca or contact the SCA at 905-982-2121.



 Following the completion of this section, 
the Scugog Bridge came up for discussion again 
at County Council in January 1877, when 
James Graham petitioned for an additional 
600 feet of bridge to be constructed the coming 
season.
 He argued that it would be better to com-
plete the work for a permanent roadway and 
suggested if the county didn’t want to pay for 
it all at once, they could debenture the work 
over several years.
 A year later the Roads and Bridges Com-
mittee recommended that $4,000 be deben-
tured to complete the remaining 1,300 feet of 
the Scugog Bridge and for it to be constructed 
on the same principal as the first 600 feet.
 But the idea did not sit well with many 
members of County Council, who argued that 
it had cost almost $3,000 to build the first 600 
feet in shallow water and comparatively little 
mud, so they could not be expected to build 
1,300 feet in deeper water with up to 15 feet of 
mud.
 The motion to construct the remainder of 
the bridge was defeated, but Scugog Reeve 
James Graham was not about to give up.
 Six months later, in June 1878 the matter 
was tabled again at County Council by the 
caretaker of the Scugog Bridge, who recom-
mended that $4,000 be granted for the pur-
pose of constructing the bridge and the money 
be raised by the issue of debentures.
 Mr. Bickell, one of the strongest opponents 
suggested the bridge was not in a bad state of 
repair and $200 would put it into a safe and 
comfortable condition. But Reeve Graham 
argued that repairs to the bridge would cost 
nearer $1,000 as the timbers were rotting and 
the floating portion was in need of re-plank-
ing.
 In an effort to salvage something for the 
Scugog Bridge, Port Perry Reeve Joshua Wright 
cleverly manipulated the County to approve Damage by ice, to the original floating bridge was common every spring,  

as can be seen in this picture take in the late 1800s.

The Scugog Bridge 

For more than a quarter of a century, the only means  
of getting across Lake Scugog from Port Perry to  

Please turn to page 34
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having the east end of the bridge filled up in a 
similar manner to that on the west, and made 
into a permanent roadway.
 A report in the North Ontario Observer, 
detailed the events of that session of County 
Council as follows:
 “The Scugog Bridge came in for its annual air-
ing and the Reeve of Scugog (Graham) fought like 
a very hero to secure a fat grant for that important 
work. The Reeve of Port Perry (Wright) and the 
whole Road and Bridge committee stood at his back, 
but it was no go. He was beaten back and finally 
compelled to surrender, and in place of his mag-
nificent grant of $4,000 as he expected, he was sent 
away with $150.
 But here the diplomacy of the Reeve of Port Perry 
fairly out generated the majority and led them into a 
grant even larger than the one they had just refused. 
Waiting ‘till the members returned from dinner, 
pliable as wax, Mr. Wright innocently moved the re-
port back to the committee to strike out the magnifi-
cent $150 and insert the words that 600 feet be filled 
in on the east end of the bridge. The good natured 
council blandly complied and the amended report 
was adopted.
 These will be the most difficult 600 feet and it 
may take four or five thousand dollars to accomplish 
the work so that all concerned are indebted to the 
diplomacy of Mr. Wright for the grant at this time.”

 An advertisement seeking tenders to construct the 600 feet of 
permanent roadway was placed in the Ontario Observer follow-
ing a meeting by bridge commissioners Joshua Wright, George 
Wheler and James Graham. Four bids were opened at the Town 
Hall, Port Perry, on July 2, 1878.  
 Bids included N.S. Dyer at $4,300., W.E. Yarnold at $2,500 and 
Jessie Ireland at $2,350., and an undisclosed name at $3,700. Mr. 
W.E. Yarnold was awarded the contract for the east end of the 
bridge.

 A year later, in June 1879 a special committee of the County 
Council made an official inspection of the now famous Scugog 
Bridge, to determine its present condition and immediate re-
quirements. A report from Mr. Rowland, chairman of the special 
committee, recommended the completion of the work and the 
appointment of Reeve Wright of Port Perry, and Messrs. John 
Adams and Mark Currie to oversee the work. When asked if he 
had any idea as to what it would cost to complete the work, the 
chairman replied, “I have not the slightest idea.”
 With both the west and east sections of the permanent 
bridge now completed, only 600 feet of floating bridge was left 
stretched precariously between Port Perry and Scugog Island. A 
section that would not be completed until four years later, after 
the entire business sector of Port Perry was destroyed by a dev-
astating fire in July 1884.
 The work took place during the summer of 1885 when logs 
were lined along the sides of the floating bridge and then the 
centre was filled with gravel and sand until the bridge sank, 
forming the foundation and completing the first solid, perma-
nent roadway connecting Scugog Island to Port Perry.
 Although spring damage was a common occurrence over 
the next couple of decades most repairs were of a minor nature 
until April 1908, when the bridge received one of its most severe 

pounding by ice since becoming a permanent roadway. Railings 
and telephone poles were snapped by heavy ice flows being 
pushed up over the roadway during the spring breakup.
 When County Council met in July, Reeve Parrish of Port 
Perry and Scugog’s Reeve were instructed to proceed with 
repairs. Piles were driven close to the outer edge of the bridge 
to help retain the timbers forming the wall on the outside of 

An undated photo of the Scugog Bridge after it was made into a roadway.

Continued from page 33
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the bridge. Part of the bridge was raised by two feet 
and steel stringers were used, which were covered with 
cedar timbers and iron rods to keep them in position. 
When completed, repairs to the Scugog Bridge” had cost 
the county a total of $1,640, but were described as “one 
of the best pieces of road building in the area.”

 The next major undertaking to improve the Scu-
gog Bridge came in 1925, when work commenced on 
widening the bridge to accommodate the use of motor 
vehicles.   
 A piece of land was purchased by the County from 
Mr. T. Collins and earth was hauled from the property. 
These cars, which moved along a light track, were used 
to spread the fill along the stretch of highway.
 Three years later, in March 1928, the James Mitchell 
Co. of Toronto was contracted to build a concrete bridge 
to replace part of the old wooden structure. The section, 
which spanned only 20 ft., was 28 ft. wide and required 
2,500 ft. of piles, 200 yards of gravel, 200 yards of stone 
and some 700 bags of cement. 
 The piles were driven 32 feet into the bottom of the 
lake, through several feet of mud, two layers of clay, 

and finally embedded into quicksand. The biggest hur-
dle was finding places to drive the piles where neither 
logs or large stones interfered.
 During the six weeks of construction, a temporary 
floating bridge detour (bottom left) was built to accom-
modate the traffic. The 1928 reconstruction of the Scu-
gog Bridge accommodated the needs of the people of 
the area for the next three decades, undergoing minor 
repairs from water and ice damage each spring.

Floating detour around bridge during construction in 1928.

The permanent bridge was often difficult to travel due to mud and water, but it was much safer than the old wood, floating bridge.

Contruction of a section of concrete bridge in 1928.

Next Month - Part Three
Floods continue to damage causeway until a major

reconstruction of the roadway in 1960
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Mayor’s Gala for the Arts ensures that the Scugog Council 
for the Arts continues to cultivate a creative community 

 Next year’s Gala date has been set - Thursday, 
November 3, 2011 - and we hope you will join our team 
again for the second Scugog Mayor’s Annual Gala for the 
Arts. Thank you once again and we look forward to see-
ing you next year. 

Steve Caldwell, Marilyn Youmans 
Mayor’s Gala for the Arts Committee 

Continued from page 2

Polar Plunge makes a big splash
 The Auxiliary of the Port Perry Hospital would 
like to thank the plungers, donators, the local media, 

Coffee Culture, and all the sponsors who donated to 
this year’s annual Lakeridge Health Port Perry Hospi-
tal Auxiliary Polar Plunge. 
 Proceeds from the popular event raised $9,500 for 
the Port Perry Hospital Auxiliary, which will be used to 
purchase equipment for the hospital.
 Several special awards were presented.  Judy 
Anderson received a lovely polar bear created by Bill 
Lishman as the top award for the most money brought 
in over 4 years.  Judy was also one of the top contribu-
tors this year. 

student from Belfort France sponsored by the Rotar-
ians, received a polar bear carved by Lloyd Wakeford 
for the most money brought in this year.   
 Tony Kashahub, another four year veteran plunger, 
received a carved picture of polar bears, carved by Ted 
Wright, for the next highest contributor this year.
 Sincere thanks to all.

Ruth Spearing
Polar Plunge co-ordinator

Mailbox

Generous spirit in our community
Dear Focus
 Once again this year, the community spirit of the 
Port Perry residents and businesses helped to make 
Christmas a little more special in the lives of the seniors 
of the Community Nursing Home,  who are sometimes 
forgotten during the Christmas season.
  Please accept our heartfelt thanks .  Wishing all of 
you a very Happy and Healthy 2011.
 Thank you so much.

Jillian Howsam, Joan Elliott
Community Gift Giving

221 HP 179cc Cub Cadet OHV 21”, Single Stage, Electric Start, 
Auger Propelled, EZ Chute, Manual Deflector, Manual Chute Rotator, Gull-wing 
Folding Handles w/Bail, Full Shroud, 8”x2” wheels

221 LHP 208cc Cub Cadet OHV 21”, Single Stage, Electric Start, 
Auger Propelled, EZ Chute, Remote Deflector, Remote Chute Rotator, In Panel 
Light, Gull-wing Adjustable Folding Handles w/Bail, Full Shroud, 8”x2” Wheels

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay

Walk Behind 
   Snow 
Throwers

WORKS TOUGHER.
NO MATTER THE
WEATHER.
 

YOU CAN’T GET ANY BETTER.™

webC
M

S S  lutions

!"#$%
&'(%)%
*$+%

,$-."/$0
!"#$!%&$"'#"

()*+,-./012/+345(+)/6-+.
+++12#.+$-.'34/"'5.12'#

!"#$%&'(")*+(,#-)
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified &  
emissions tested

Warranty Available 
Good, reliable certified  

vehicles from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house 
leasing 
available

!"##$%&&
'()*+)
!"##$%&!'(")&*+&!"##$%&,$-

./0&123"4"5&6789&!$57&!'55:

;0<=;/<=>0*?

@ABBC&D?008
EFAGHB&D*<08
,IJC&D*008

K2('&"L
12L2(2



 
   

!"#$%&'&((#

! "#$!%&'()*+)(,-!.&/0!*1(!2$(()3&)4!"#'4!

56-+7!8#7+(*/!9+''!3(!:&$*/+);!#)7(!&;&+)!

9+*1!&6*1()*+7!<&=6)!>6-+7!?$#>!@#$#)*#,-!

?&A#6$+*(!B#6+-+&)&C-*/'(!D&)7(!3&)D0!

!"#$%&'&((#E!!.#),*!>+--!*1(+$!=#/#6-!&)D!
+)?(7*+#6-!>6-+7E!F?!/#6,A(!1(&$D!G(>!3(?#$(0!

7#>(!#)!#6*!&)D!?&''!+)!'#A(!9+*1!*1(+$!>6-+7!

&''!#A($!&;&+)H

)*+,-.!#/0')#12.3&4'0#'1.56.
/78,-.IJKK!:H>H
(9:*+79;-.2$(()3&)4!<()*())+&'!L&''
<;=9-!""")*(+,#(-&'.&)/&0123/+01*'/,/4)50$
/7:>,+?-.MNO!:($!:($-#)!C!&A&+'&3'(!&*J
! PQR0!P#$*!P($$/0!SKOCSIOCKKTK0!#$!

! 3/!7&''+);!SKOCSIOCIUOV

!0@)#12.3&4'0#'1.A
Melissa Lauren 

@1(!D6'7(*!*#)(-!#?!*1(!'#A('/!&)D!

3(&6*+?6'!5('+--&!B&6$()H!5('+--&!

'##4-!&)D!-#6)D-!-##*1+);!*#!*1(!-#6'!

&)D!()=#/-!?6)!9+*1!1($!3&)DH!W+*1!

3'6(-0!5('+--&!1&-!D(A('#:(D!&)!#$+;+C

)&'!-*/'(!#?!1($!#9)0!>('D+);!*#;(*1($!

!0@)#12.3&4'0#'1.5B
!"#$%"&!$#'()*
4*:>.CD.E9EFG*H.I,8*;I

Q6$!1#)(/0!*1(!P$&;6(!3#$)!

2(#$;(!2$#->&)!:($?#$>-!1+-!

X#1(>+&)!-9+);H!2(#$;(!#)!

;6+*&$!&)D!A#7&'-!9+*1!1+-!3&)D0!

7#>3+)(-!('(>()*-!#?!-9+);0!

;/:-/!=&YY!&)D!4'(Y>($!>6-+7H

!
"#$$%&'%()*+(
,-./0 !1*0 /$23!"#$%$&'

()*+,&-&./!

FOCUS - FEBRUARY 2011  !"   

X+;!X$#*1($-!X+;!8+-*($-!#?!Z#$*1!.6$1&>!+-!7('(3$&*+);!

+*-!UO*1!&))+A($-&$/H!Q)7(!&;&+)!*1(/!&$(!1#'D+);!

*1(+$!:#:6'&$!<1+74()!W+);!&)D!P+YY&!Z+;1*!C!*1(+$!

'&$;(-*!?6)D$&+-+);!(A()*!#?!*1(!/(&$H!B&)7(!

X$#9)!9+''!5<!*1(!(A()*!91+71!+)7'6D(-!'+A(!

()*($*&+)>()*0!9+)(!*&-*+);0!&67*+#)!

)*+,-.!#/0')#12.3&4'0#'1.6A.
/78,-.[JUK!C!SJUK!:H>H

(9:*+79;-.876;#;!<#>>6)+*/!<()*$(
......../7:>,+?-.MNO!:($!:($-#)!&*!*1(!XXX8

!

!!!!! 3/!7&''+);!SKOCSIOCU[UU

WING & PIZZA NIGHT
!0@)#12.3&4'0#'1.6J

+")*&,$)-.'&
/")01&2$3#

91+'(!-*+''!$(*&+)+);!&)!6)>+-*&4&3'/!

#$+;+)&'!A#+7(!#)!1+-!+)-*$6>()*H!L(!

+-!+)!D(>&)D!&-!&!-(--+#)!:'&/($!+)!

@#$#)*#H!8(&)!X$&/!;6+*&$0!@#:1($!8*#**!

D$6>-!&)D!5&\!.6))0!3&--H!

! !+*H+./78,?-![JKK!:H>H
! (9:*+79;-.](-*($,-!<#6$*0!6:-*&+$-
! <;=9H8*+79;-!7&''!B/))!57.#)&'D
! ! !!!!!!!!!!!7(''J!SKOCIKSCKUII

! !#$!(>&+'J!'/))=&YYA#7&'-^/&1##H7&

. /7:>,+?-.MVO!:($!:($-#)

!"#$%"&'#$%()*"$+,&-./"*)-&0&$'0



!"  FOCUS - FEBRUARY 2011

Taj Mahal chosen among new ‘Seven Wonders of the World’
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The pillars at the Taj Mahal, above, were built on an angle in case of an earthquake.   
Their design would ensure the towers fell away from the building.
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      This picture of a camel pulling a cart with large gas containers up to a service station in India, is not 
an uncommon sight when you travel around this ancient country.
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Man walks alongside a grass cutting machine, pulled by two bulls, at the Taj Mahal.
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did you know?
 
-

ter of Canada, from June 25, 1993 to November 4, 1993 - a total of 132 

area farmers and small business owners during a gathering at Utica Farm 

-
tive Party of Canada.

Sauvé undoubtedly had her share of challenges and controversies. But 

and grace.

     Hazel Dehl Bentley 

women to sit on a jury 
for Ontario County 
in 1953.  Mrs. Bentley 
served as a juror for 

Court, with seven men 

two cases - one a rob-
bery and the other an 
accident.

   Mrs. Bentley lived in Port Perry with her 
husband, who operated I.R. Bentley’s Jewel-
lery for more than 40 years. 
 Mrs. Bentley said she enjoyed the duty 
and she felt that more women should get 
involved with councils and school boards.

    Former Blackstock resident Mabel Van Camp was 

a 
justice of the Ontario Supreme Court’s High Court of 

-
ed to an Ontario Superior Court. She 
served in the ‘High Court’ from 
1971 to 1990 and in the ‘Ontario 
Court’ from 1990 to1995.
 In 2003, Madame Van Camp was 
awarded ‘The Order of Ontario.’ 
The award is the most prestigious 

 The Order recognizes the 
highest level of individual excel-
lence and achievement in any 

acts of bravery.
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PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE
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www.iluvmydentist.com
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Seeking location of childhood home
Dear Editor:
 My name is Moe Gardner and my family lived in 
Port Perry during the early 1960s. Our parents, Harry and 
Marie Gardner, are both gone now and the family has been 
trying to locate where we lived in the town. 
 I am providing you some information that may be 
helpful in someone recalling our family and where we 
might have lived at that time.
 There were three children in our family, Kathleen, 12, 
Allan, 7 and Morris, 3 (1961) and my father worked with 
the Bank of Commerce, possibly assistant to the manager. 
 We lived in Port Perry for about three years from 
about 1960 to 1963. My sister was quite ill and spent a lot 
of time in the hospital. I was in a nursery school then. All 
I remember was the lady who ran the nursery school was 
considerably older than my mother, so maybe 55-60 years 
and her husband’s name was ‘Gar’ (as in Garfield?)
 My father coached hockey so he may be remembered 
for that, as any male 55 or so now who played as a child 
would have been coached by him. He was also a scout 
leader, along with John Beckett from the Scugog Island. 

Please see ‘Looking’ on page 8
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our cover 
March is finally here. The days 
are longer... the sun is warmer 
and the sap is beginning to flow.  
Our cover photo shows families 
enjoying horse-drawn wagon 
rides at the Purple Woods sugar 
bush south of town last year.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Last word on the abortion exchange
Dear Editor:
 I stand corrected, Chris Gainey is right that Canada 
has no legal restrictions on abortion.  Any woman capable 
of conceiving, regardless of age, can request a legal abor-
tion (availability of such services is another matter).  I was 
one of legions of women who celebrated when abortion 
was struck from the criminal code in 1988, making that 
possible.
 It would indeed be “sadly ironic” if I were really so 
misinformed, but, as it turns out, what I’m guilty of is 
carelessness in saying that late term abortion is illegal in 
Canada. What I should have said is that abortion after 
20 weeks is against Canadian Medical Association policy 
(except under exceptional circumstances).  
 In my experience at the Morgentaler Clinic, this 
policy is very strictly adhered to.  As I understand it, 
failure to adhere to CMA policy can leave doctors open to 
complaints to the College of Physicians and Surgeons, and 
to possible disciplinary action and litigation.  So, while 
it’s not illegal, it’s not available on request the way it is in 
some places in the USA.
 According to CMA guidelines late term abortions 
(after 20 weeks) can be done if there are severe fetal or 
maternal health issues.  However since these account for 
only 0.3% of abortions performed in Canada, I think it’s 
fair to say that the purpose of waving those grisly pictures 
of late term abortions in our faces had nothing to do with 
educating people about what’s going on in our clinics and 
hospitals.
 I know that there are caring ethical people on both 

Please see ‘Ethical’ on page 8

Supporting local business!

O . . . creates local jobs

RAY’S TOWING

PORT PERRY - 905-985-8707
131 NORTHPORT ROAD
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 Warrant Officer Mark Kendall, a Canadian Ranger instructor, and 
two Nishnawbe-Aski Police officers, are credited with saving the life of 
a young mother who said she was going to commit suicide near Sandy 
Lake in northern Saskatchewan.
 WO Kendall grew up near Utica and attended Port Perry schools. He 
is the son of Larry and Doreen Kendall.
 The two police officers negotiated unsuccessfully with the distraught 
woman for an hour as she walked slowly towards the centre of the fast 
flowing Severn River where the unstable ice would not have supported 
her weight. The thin ice forced the officers, who had no safety equipment, 
to retreat.
 The woman was eventually saved by WO Kendall, who was tethered 
to a safety rope held by Rangers. Making his way out to the woman on 
the dangerous ice he was able to speak with her.
 “I talked to her for five or 10 minutes about my family and hers,” he 
said.  He asked her if she intended to take her life and she replied, “yes”.
 “She started stamping on the thin ice as if she wanted to break 
through. She looked away briefly and I ran about 20 feet and I tackled 
her. I wrapped a rope around her and I held her for all I was worth as the 
Rangers pulled us to safe ice,” WO Kendall recounted.
 Ironically, only a month earlier, he had taken a course in suicide 
prevention, taught by Staff Sergeant MacLeod. “I said all the things to her 
that Dan told us to say. It was all going through my mind as I talked to 
her… I have to thank Dan for what he taught me.”
 Mark received praise from his commanding officer.  Warrant Officer 
Mark Kendall did great stuff,” said Major Guy Ingram, CO of 3rd Cana-
dian Ranger Patrol Group. 
 “The police officers tried to get out there on the river where the ice 
was dangerous and realized it was beyond their training and equipment 

Canadian Ranger credited with 
saving life of young mother

Warrant Officer Mark Kendall grew up in Port Perry

WARRANT OFFICER MARK KENDALL
Photo courtesy of Captain Rick Morse.

level. They had no safety equipment. 
They knew our Rangers have had ice 
rescue training and we have rescue 
equipment in place in the community,” 
the commanding officer continued.
 A veteran of Afghanistan, WO Ken-
dall said saving the woman was the best 
day in his military career. “You do good 
things in the army but this was the best 
feeling ever.”
 Files courtesy of Sgt. Peter Moon

Ron Weatherhead, Broker, and 
Kim Blakley-Weatherhead, 
Sales Representative, are 
dedicated to providing 
outstanding service, building 
partnerships and better 

communities, supporting 
those in need, and raising 
the bar when it comes to 
corporate social responsibility.

At Royal LePage, we believe 
that promoting a service-
oriented culture is paramount. 
We recognize those who 
exemplify our commitment to 
quality service, routinely going 
above and beyond the call of 
duty to deliver outstanding 
service to their customers. 

To take advantage of their 
knowledge and dedicated 
support, contact:

4 Nonquon Rd., Seagrave    $415,900

RON & KIM WEATHERHEAD, Your Royal LePage Real Estate Award Winning Professionals

16 Mead Rd., Port Perry    $364,900

1764 Scugog St., Port Perry   $285,611

FRANK Real Estate
Independently Owned and Operated, Brokerage

Ron Weatherhead & 
Kim Blakley-Weatherhead
268 Queen Street, Port Perry 
Tel: 905-985-9898  
Cel: 905-260-4546

Visit us online at:              www.durhamhomesandbeyond.com
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 Tinie Evans and Joyce Eull, seated, of the G-Moms of 
Port Perry with some of the items up for auction this month.

Photo by J. P. Hvidsten

 The G-Moms of Port Perry want to make 
you an offer you can’t refuse.

On Saturday and Sunday, March 19, 20, 
Scugog residents will have the opportunity to 
purchase beautiful antiques, art and house-
hold goods, a sale that will help break up those 
winter blahs, and turn the tide against HIV and 
AIDS in Africa. 

 The estate sale, featuring a warehouse full 
of home furniture and fixtures, will be hosted by 
the local G-Moms at 16050 Old Simcoe St. (right 
beside Curves) from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. “Every cent 
of the sale,” explains G-Mom chair Tinie Evans, 
“goes to the Stephen Lewis Foundation.” 

 The goods offered at the estate sale were do-
nated by an elderly Bowmanville woman who is 
moving into a senior’s residence and wanted her 
lifetime collection of furniture, art and smaller 
items to have a positive impact on the world. 
She chose the right organization to do just that. 

G-Moms of Port Perry is part of the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation’s Grandmothers to Grandmoth-
ers Campaign, launched in 2006. “Stephen Lewis 
gathered 100 African grannies and 200 Canadian 
grannies in Toronto at the AIDS conference, 
explains Tinie, “We had these 300 women, and 
the Canadian women were hearing their stories 
for the first time.” 

 The stories were of a generation lost to HIV 

Grannies 
With A 
Mission
Local G-Mom’s make raising funds  
and awareness of plight of African 
grandmothers, a fun filled event

DON’T SETTLE FOR ORDINARY

    Also       • 12 x 12 Floor Tiles   • 3 x 6 Subway Wall Tiles 
Available:   • Cabinet Knobs   • Fireplace Face Kits & Hearths

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville/Uxbridge
905-640-6213   •   1-866-421-4425

Visit our showroom for a personal 

Monday - Thursday: 8:00am-5:00pm, 
Friday 8:00am-4:30pm

www.soapstoneontario.comwww.soapstoneontario.com
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!e best choice 
for window coverings 
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www.budgetblinds.com/
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FREE
In-Home
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Bill Minors 
Books Galore and More
175 Perry St., Port Perry

905-985-8645

Dave Mercer’s ‘Facts of Fishing’
135 Secrets Fish Don’t Want

You to Know   
Dave’s best tips, tricks and secrets guaranteed 

ONLY
$14.99
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and AIDS, of African grandmothers standing in the gap, 
raising sometimes a dozen or more grandchildren with 
little to no support. 

 Lewis’ idea, to 
link women from 
different continents 
together who have 
lived enough life to 
be wise and able, has 
grown to 240 grand-
mother to grand-
mother groups across 
the country. They have raised over $10 million for grass 
roots projects in 15 sub-Saharan African countries.

 The projects, which vary from country to country, 
typically help grandmothers with things like food, 

 Five members of the G-Moms of Port Perry, from left, Judy Luke, 
Marilyn Baker, Joyce Eull, Dini Page and Tinie Evans, show off some 

of the thousands of items that will be auctioned off later this month to 
raise funds for grandmothers in Africa.        Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

“G-Moms raise funds 
at the grass roots level 
and send it directly to 
the grass routes”

Tinie Evans, chair
 G-Moms of Port Perry

Please turn to page 11

Continued from page 4 school fees for their grandchildren and grief counselling.
“They raise funds at the grass roots level and send it 

directly to grass roots,” explains Tinie, who visited South 
Africa and Swaziland in 2010 to see some of the projects 
for herself. “You realize that you have such a profound 
impact and you’re really driven to work even harder.” 

 Port Perry G-Moms are a hard working group 
indeed, with an annual yard sale, a Canada Day peameal 
bacon on a bun booth, an annual Spring gala, and even 
a belly dancing fundraising ‘dare’ thrown in for good 
measure. 

 The group has grown to about 30 women since its 
launch. “You can be a grandmother or a grand other, we 
have women who aren’t grandmothers. And for the girls 
who have husbands, the men work alongside us, when 
we have to move tables, they are there,” laughs Tinie.

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

• Windows
• Doors
• Siding
• Sunrooms
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Your Bathing Suit 
HEADQUARTERS

168-178 Queen St.,
Port Perry

905-985-2521
www.brocks.ca

 With the “Ides of March” just around the corner, 
it’s time for our monthly update on what’s what in 
the local business community.
 This year has not gotten off to a particularly great 
start for the Scugog and area business community 
and the trend continues this month with the Yellow 
House home decor store at 176 Perry St., across from 
the municipal office, closing at the end of March.
 While there are a few empty storefronts along 
the main drag, the 197 Queen St. space formerly oc-
cupied by Perry Ann’s will soon have a new tenant. 
Adorn Fine Furnishings will be moving from its 235 
Queen St. location in early April. 
 Following the closure of Majik at 249 Queen St., 
we’ve learned that Templeman’s Fine Chocolates will 
take over this space beginning in April.
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sides of this debate.  Some people feel very passionately 
that life starts at conception, that the fetus before 20 weeks 
is more than just a collection of cells, and that abortion 
involves killing a defenseless human life. Other just as 
caring and ethical people feel passionately that it is up to 
individual women to decide, as early as possible, whether 
or not they want to continue with their pregnancies.
 Women in this crisis situation can be very vulnerable, 
especially very young women.  While they can request 
someone, such as their mother, friend, or boyfriend, to ac-
company them into the counselling session(s), I believe the 
main agenda should be to help that woman to make up her 
own mind. I have counselled some women who, although 
they came to the clinic to get an abortion, ultimately chose 
to continue their pregnancies.
 I stand by what I said in my original letter;  I resent 
that an extremist anti-abortion group misrepresented what 
goes on in Canadian clinics and hospitals. Their posters 
were designed to shock, not educate the public.  
 It is disrespectful toward ethical people on both sides 
of the discussion to muddy the waters with tactics that 
inflame passions and do nothing to open channels of com-
munication among us.  Thumbs down to them.

Respectfully,
Lise Saint-Cyr,

Port Perry
Editor’s Note: This debate on abortion has been going on 
for a number of months now and it’s unlikely the writers 
will ever be in complete agreement. While we encourage 
discussion and exchange of ideas, we feel we’ve provided 
adequate space to this topic at this time. We thank both 
parties for the views.

The kids used to come up to our cottage in the Kawar-
thas to camp. 
 At that time, and to some degree now, local bank of-
ficers were more or less compelled by head office to be a 
member of as many civic organizations in the community 
as possible. He may have at that time been with the Orange 
Lodge as well as the Lions Club, as I know he was with 
both at sometime.
  I hope this helps jog someone’s memory and we can 
find the house we lived in while growing up in Port Perry.
  Moe Gardner
 moe_gardner@hotmail.com
Editor’s Note: Anyone who can help the family locate their 
home is asked to either contact Moe Gardner at the email 
address above using the subject name “Gardner family”, or 
call Focus on Scugog and we will forward the information to 
the family.

Gajewski

Taylor Forder 
Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Trust your local insurance broker!
Continued from page 2

Mailbox
Looking for his Port Perry home

Continued from page 2
Ethical people on both sides of debate
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 Glenn Van Camp, right, and Rod Hughes, owners of ‘San Pail’ 
with the O’Brien Award, the most prestigious Canadian award 

-
tended his undefeated streak to nine on January 17 at Woodbine, 
setting a new stakes record of 1:53.2.

 ‘San Pail’ continues to amaze its owners Glenn 
Van Camp of Port Perry and Rod Hughes of Dun-
sford.
 The pair’s incredible trotter won the Maple Leaf 
Trot Title, with earnings of more than $650,000 for 
the second time and also added to his credits the 
O’Brien Award as Canada’s best “Older Trotter”, 
for the second consecutive year.
 ‘San Pail’s’ crowning moment came in 

Canada’s most prestigious race for older trotters, the 
Maple Leaf Trot on July 25, 2010 at Mohawk, where he 
conquered the sport’s best in front of a capacity crowd. 
He won 13 of his 15 races during the season and missed 
finishing on the board on just one occasion.
 On January 17, 2011, ‘San Pail’ earned his 36th ca-
reer victory at Woodbine Raceway, increasing his total 
earnings to $1,793,965.
 Driver Randy Waples, who is a regular driver 
to ‘San Pail’ took home his third O’Brien Trophy as 
Canada’s Driver of the Year. Waples drove the winners 
of 329 races last year, a season in which his mounts 
earned more than $8 million in purses.

San Pail brings home 
prestigous “O’Brien 
Award” for his owners
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Thumbs Down - to the decision makers, whether it be 
CTV or the CRTC, who make Canadians watch 
middle-of-the-road commercials during the Super 
Bowl, while everyone south of the 49th parallel 

gets to watch the creative Super Bowl commercials. 
This archaic practice of keeping our commercials local 
is a frustration to all Canadians. Thankfully we can ac-
cess the internet and see the absolutely spectacular and 
exciting commercials that air during this spectacle.

Thumbs Down - on the urging of a reader, we’re giving 
the thumbs down this month to inconsiderate 

light at Water St., do not leave access for vehicles 
entering or exiting Carnegie St. This awkward intersec-
tion has long been a bone of contention, especially for 
residents of Carnegie St., who are frustrated with the 
congestion, long waits and near accidents, at this ac-
cess point to their homes.

Thumbs Down to noise-polluting car alarms! In the 
majority of instances when a car alarm goes off 
in a parking lot, most people just go about their 
business and pay no attention to the annoying 

honking. Auto alarms have become a curse and a joke - 
especially when we hear it coming from a vehicle that is 
a decade or more old and probably not worth the price 
of the alarm.

Thumbs Down - Another disgruntled reader suggests 
people who are using staple guns to attach signs 
to the  beautiful wood posts of the new waterfront 
trellis structure deserve a ‘thumbs down’. The 

structure is less than one year old and it is peppered 
with permanent staples that will rust and look unsightly 
forever. Couldn’t have said it better - no one should post 
signs in the park!

Thumbs Down - Speaking of the park, we would be 
remiss not to act on another suggestion regarding 
thoughtless snowmobilers who drive their heavy 
machines through the parks, often over planted 

areas containing shrubs and plants. We know it’s just 
a thoughtless few who do this, but unfortunately they 
blacken the reputation of all the good snowmobilers. 

Thumbs Up - Okay, after such a negative column we 
are going to end on a positive note. A big thumbs 
up to Anne Wright of Scugog who was recently 
appointed as the new chair for Trent University. 

Anne formerly served as chair of Lakeridge Health 
and is still a member of the Auxiliary of the Port Perry 
hospital. She now begins her three year term with the 
Peterborough-based university. Kudos Anne!

Thumbs

MC & Entertainment
From the CNE to 
A&E to Yuk Yuk’s to 
Strange Brew, 
Glenn Ottaway gives 
everyone a gift to remember 
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GLENN OTTAWAY

Annual General Meeting
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Royal Canadian Legion

Scugog 
Chamber of Commerce
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 Terri Venner, owner of Luke’s For Home and Lana Crosbie, 
of Port Perry Print joined forces as co-chairs of the Port Perry BIA 
after being elected last month.                     Photo by MaryAnn Fleming

 For the first time since the Port Perry Downtown Busi-
ness Improvement Association (BIA) was formed in 1989, 
the local business organization will be led for the next year 
by two people, rather than the traditional one.
 Lana Crosbie, of Port Perry Print and Teri Venner, of 
Luke’s For Home were jointly elected to serve as co-chairs at 
the annual general meeting of the BIA last month.
 The two women have been long serving members and 
directors of the group and will bring their experience and 
energy to carry on the many projects the BIA provides for 
the community each year.
 In an ongoing tradition of supporting its members, the 
BIA held its meeting at Salvatores Trattoria & Cafe this year. 
Following reports from the committees the business of elect-
ing new officers took place.
 New to the directorship for the next two year term 
are: Terri Venner, Lana Crosbie, co-chair; Michelle Belair, 
treasurer; Birgitta MacLeod, secretary, Stewart Bennett, past 
chair. Directors; Susan Clearwater, Amanda Jackson, Julie 
Brock, Bill Minors, Dana Smith. Scugog Council representa-
tives; Bobbie Drew/Mayor Mercier.
 Outgoing chair, Stewart Bennett, was selected as the 2010 
BIA Ambassador of the Year. Mr. Bennett has held the posi-
tion of chair for the past six years.

The Port Perry G-Moms bring together women from 
a wide range of professional and personal backgrounds 
to help fight the devastation of HIV and AIDS in Africa, 
“We’ve had successful careers, we bring a whole bunch of 
skills and strengths, and we absolutely see the difference 
we are making.”

“We have grandkids, and we can help them,” adds Ti-
nie, “But these African grannies, they do it without resourc-
es, to feed them, to clothe them, to send them to school. We 
relate so closely to them, and, we have also come through 
a time in our lives when you know what really matters 
- your family and your grandkids are precious.

“Our big purposes,” adds Tinie,“ are to raise awareness, 
raise funds, and to do advocacy. There is nothing, she adds, 
that makes you feel better.”

When the Grandmothers to Grandmothers campaign 
began just five years ago, the official slogan was “ease the 
pain,” because there was no shortage of that. Now, it has 
evolved to “turn the tide,” because as the passion of Cana-
dian grandmothers to make a difference has been unleashed, 
African grandmothers have been empowered. And if 
anyone can turn a tide — especially one heading straight for 
their grandchild — it is a grandmother.

By Karen Stiller
Focus on Scugog

Contined from page 6
G-Moms
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8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
 Choirs from area churches who sign up to attend the 
festival will receive specialized attention and input from 
Jan Schultz-Janzen, who brings experience conducting 
adult choirs at festivals throughout North America.
 The Saturday afternoon workshop will be held at 
Port Perry United Church from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Individuals interested in writing their life story are 
invited to attend a writing workshop led by Audrey 
Dorsch, an award-winning instructor who has taught 
at dozens of writers’ seminars. The workshop will be 
hosted by the Anglican Church of the Ascension on Sat-
urday, from 9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
 Children are also welcome at the David Festival for 
a special children’s choral workshop designed to bring 
young singers further along on their choral journey. Well 
known local musicians Suzanne Garriock and Cathy 
Pavlik will lead the workshop on Saturday, at St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church.
 Another new workshop will be held, designed 
specifically for tenors and basses, led by retired music 
educator and experienced choral clinician and adjudica-
tor, Charles White at Port Perry United Church, Saturday 
March 26 at 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
 For more information and registration you can con-
tact Cathy Cooper at 905-985-3423. 

 The David Festival, a unique arts 
festival for lovers of sacred music and 

writers will return to Port Perry on March 
26-27 for its third year.

 The festival, designed to encourage and 
equip participants in their study and performance 
of music and writing, includes a day of hands-on, 
interactive workshops led by visiting experts 
and culminates in a Sunday afternoon worship 
service. This service will provide an opportunity 

for musicians and writers to share what they have created 
during the weekend, including a spectacular mass choir ap-
pearance of more than 100 singers.
 Saturday’s offerings include a Saturday free evening con-
cert by acclaimed local musician Terry Posthumus.
 “The David Festival has been a great success,” says Cathy 
Cooper, a festival organizer. “It is put on and hosted by a 
volunteer committee that represents different Port Perry 
churches. It’s so great to have people from different congre-
gations come and learn and sing together.”
 New this year is ‘Worship Band Workshop’ led by clini-
cians Terry Posthumus, Alan Froese and youth band clinician 
Josh McCabe. Individuals are invited to register as well for 
the Saturday workshop at Emmanuel Pentecostal Church, 

The David Festival

www.journeyoftheheart.ca
905-985-1655

~ Drop-ins welcome ~

YOGA
(All Levels)

Tuesday & Thursday • A.M. & P.M. Classes

New Classes Starting  
Chakra/Meditation

Reiki l / Reiki l l

Journey of the Heart

Paula R. McMurtry
BARRISTER &  SOLICITOR

Practising in Durham Region Since 2002

Family Law
General Civil Litigation

174 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-982-2650 • www.mcmurtrylaw.ca

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

905-436-9090

Whether it’s your family, 
home, business or your 
car, protect what’s 
yours with insurance 
solutions designed 
just for you.

PROTECT

™

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

170 Casimir Street, Port Perry • 905-985-0715    

Crystallo 
Direct  Vent  Inserts

SHOWROOM
CLEARANCE

170 Casimir Street, Port Perry • 905-985-0715    

Direct  Vent  InsertsDirect  Vent  Inserts Prestige II Series

Proudly Made in Canada
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 In January of 2009 John Mackey and Al Fulford were 
named to the Mayor’s Honour Roll in recognition of the 
countless hours they have spent tending and caretaking 
the skating rinks in front of the Port Perry Marina. 
 Over the years many Port Perry residents, as well 
as people from neighbouring communities and tourists, 
have enjoyed skating and playing hockey on these rinks 
that, but for the grace of community service, would not 
exist.
 Al Fulford graciously gives John Mackey all the 
credit for the rink’s existence and success. Al came on the 
scene about eleven years ago and he became involved in 
the rink’s maintenance about nine years ago. 
 Al and his wife Deb live above the marina store and 
run the Boardwalk Café, a charming little café at the 
waters edge that caters to boaters, snowmobilers, ice fish-
erman and everybody else who wanders through their 
door.
 John Mackey was born in Port Perry and although 
raised in Oshawa, John spent every summer in Port as 
both his grandparents lived here. 
 At sixteen, John started working for Bill Kendry, 
owner of the Port Perry Marina. In July of 1984 he 

bought the marina and it was during the winter of ’84 
that he created a small rink that has now grown into 
what you see today. 
 When asked what motivated him to tackle the work 
involved in creating and maintaining a skating rink John 
responded “I made the rink for purely selfish reasons. I 
wanted a place to play hockey with my buddies”. 
 Back in the winter of 84/85 the rink was much 
smaller – its size being determined by the amount of 
work involved. John cleared the area and flooded the 
space with a bilge pump that pulled water from the lake. 
The flooding, shovelling and general maintenance was a 
lot of work but John was happy to do it.
 The hockey/skating rink remained small until 1986 
when John bought a plow which allowed him to clear 
more snow and faster. The flooding was still a slow 
process but the rink was proving to be more and  
more popular. Other people started using the rink, 
giving meaning to the saying, “If you build it, they will 
come”.
 Al Fulford got involved with the rink he says, be-
cause of the café, his rapport with John and the fact that 
he had a tractor. Al’s tractor made clearing snow and 

Rink-rat duo keep Scugog on ice

16  FOCUS - MARCH 2011

THE BOYS OF WINTER
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 Brian Callery, left, one of the pond hockey organizers’ takes a 
break from working on ice repairs with volunteer John Mackey in Jan-
uary this year.  See pond hockey pictures on page 18.

Dreamscapes
For FREE Home Estimates call

905-986-1090
or cell 905-261-7840

* Residential/Commercial Grounds Maintenance * Interlocking Stone Work   
* Natural and Flag Stone Steps and Walls      * Home Renovations  
* Septic System Installation and Repairs * Excavation and Bobcat Services    

GET YOUR PROPERTY READY FOR SPRING!

* Septic System Installation and Repairs * Excavation and Bobcat Services    

BOOKYOUR SPRING MAINTENANCEPACKAGE NOW!

 Opposite page - Al Fulford, left, and John MacKey spend 
countless hours on Lake Scugog, in front of Port Perry Marina, 

-
gog and area residents to enjoy free of charge.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

plowing much easier. 
 John and Al spent between one and six hours a week 
looking after the rink. Excessive snowfalls of course 
added to the work load. By this time there was between 
30 to 40 people skating and playing hockey on weekend 
days and holidays. The only time the rink was not busy 
was when the temperatures dipped into the -20 range.
 Last year John was approached by the Durham 
Home Builders Association to prepare a Pond Hockey 
Tournament. The 2010 inaugural tournament consisted 
of twenty eight teams of six players and the event raised 
$10,000.00. Needless to say, John’s rink was greatly 
expanded for this event; five rinks were made to accom-
modate this first tournament.
 This year’s tournament was even bigger. The five 
rinks were expanded to nine and thirty six teams of six 
players were involved. The 2011 Pond Hockey Tourna-
ment raised $15,000.00. The nine rinks have made the 
skating area on the lakefront much more accommodat-
ing for both skaters and hockey players. This winter it 
has not been uncommon to see close to eighty people 
on a Saturday or Sunday enjoying the rinks.      
 The rinks grew in size and so did the man hours 
needed to maintain the ice. John’s time to prepare the 
rinks for the Pond Hockey Tournament came in around 
40 hours and that of course does not count all the days 
and weekends since winter began. 
 Although Al has not been involved lately, one won-
ders why they have given so much of their time.
 A great sense of community spirit, integrity and 
service is the answer. John believes the people in the 
community are grateful and he believes they recognize 
that the Port Perry Marina cares about its community. 
 He personally enjoys the work and the fundraising 
and intends to keep doing it. Al seems pleased that over 
the years the rink has brought so much pleasure to so 
many people. His lack of participation this year was due 
to the removal of the boat launch. 

 Al’s equipment can no longer access the lake and 
help John out. This leaves John to tend to the rinks him-
self, by accessing the lake from the public boat launch 
around the corner.
 As long as it is possible and, bearing massive snow-
falls that prevent access to the rinks, John Mackey will 
continue to maintain the marina ice rinks.
 His sense of community goodwill has not changed 
and he looks forward to future fundraising and the satis-
faction he receives from a grateful community.

By Marjorie Fleming
Focus on Scugog
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A slab of ice, a frozen puck and 
a hockey stick is all they needed . . .

POND HOCKEY

     The pictures on this page show some of the action dur-
ing the day-long Pond Hockey Tournament held on Lake 
Scugog on Saturday, January 29.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

 Thirty six teams and more than 200 enthusiastic hockey play-
ers converged on the lakefront, Port Perry, on January 29 to take 
part in the second annual Pond Hockey Tournament.
 Unlike the extremely cold weather last year, this years players 
and organizers were greeted Saturday morning to temperatures 
ranging around -10C, but sunny skies made it feel much warmer. 
 Teams competed all day on nine large ice surfaces while spec-
tators lined the rinks keeping warm with hot coffee and chocolate 
provided by local vendors.
 The event, organized to help local charities, raised in excess 
of $15,000 from the day long event. According to organizers this 
was up by $5,000 from the previous year.
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• A lifeline peace of
mind to know loved
ones are being
checked on 

• 20-30 minutes
visits..$12.50/visit

• Follow-up phone call
to family if requested

• Service available 
7 days/week 

• Friendly and
professional

• More service
available if needed. 

905.433.4002 / 1.877.433.4003
www.bayshore.ca

For more information, please call

Don’t let cutbacks 
reduce care 
for loved ones

Better care for a better life

We invite you to the Lifestyle Show 2011, April 15-17, 2011 at the 
Lindsay Fairgrounds to shop and learn about everything you need 
to Discover Good Living.   
Over 100 quality exhibitors will be on hand featuring 
demonstrations and interactive displays, show specials and great 
deals!  Come to be informed, inspired or entertained with lots 
of fun events, contests and giveaways over the weekend. Enjoy 
a roster of exciting key-note speakers, cooking demonstrations, 
music and more.
What better way to Discover Good Living than by attending the 
Lifestyle Show 2011! Don’t miss out – mark it on your calendar 
and plan for an exciting experience in a vibrant community!
Contact Silver Connections for more information today! 
www.LindsayLifestyle.com or 1-877-936-2525
See our ad on page19.

City of Kawartha Lakes Library Hosts 
Lifestyle Show 2011

• DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY
• HEARING TESTS

• ADVANCED HEARING AID TECHNOLOGY
• AUTHORIZED FOR WSIB, DVA,
GM SUN LIFE & GREEN SHIELD,

ADP MINISTRY OF HEALTH

462 Paxton Street, Port Perry
www.audiologist.ca

THE AUDIOLOGY CLINIC
Hearing & Hearing Aid Services

905-985-3166

Here are some basic health tips that 
you can start practicing today: 
•  Make sure you have enough vitamin D 

for bone health.
•  Improve your sleep by picking the 

right foods: cherries, bananas, toast, 
oatmeal, and warm milk all help.

•  Seek medical attention for visual 
problems.

•  Get your flu shot.
•  Keep up your fluids: 6-8 glasses daily 

will keep you hydrated.
•  Portion your plate for healthy eating.
•  If needed, use non-prescriptions 

medications TEMPORARILY.
•  Take “steps” to relieve back pain.

Get your body moving!
•  Get relief from depression. It is NOT 

a natural part of aging.
•  Stay safe in winter weather. Keep 

warm both indoors and outside!

1/3 Page
Horizontal

Mari-Ann Britt, DD

DENTURE CLINIC
Your Smile Makeover Specialist

Get Your14500 Simcoe St., Unit 2  (McDonald’s Plaza)
Port Perry
Fax: 905-982-2088

• Private Waiting Room
• Same Day Repairs & Relines

• Teeth Whitening
• Mouth Guards

• Implant Retained Dentures 
• Full/Partial Dentures
• Permantly Retained Dentures

905-982-2087

    In less than two weeks, residents 
across Ontario, including Scugog Town-
ship, will be turning their clocks ahead 
one hour.
     Daylight Savings Time gets underway 
at 2:00 a.m. Sunday, March 13 marking 
the first sign spring is not far behind.
 In addition to clocks, you’ll have to 
change watches, microwaves, car, DVDs. 
It’s also a good time to check the batter-
ies in your smoke detectors.
 So don’t forget, before you head for 
bed on Saturday, turn all your time piec-
es ahead one hour.

Turn ‘em ahead

    Les Parkes was a 
well known area artist 
who also was an  ac-
tive member and sup-
porter of Scugog’s the-
atre  community and 
was involved with the 
set design of many local 
productions. 

 The Les Parkes exhibition is avail-
able for  viewing in the Township of Scu-
gog Municipal Office main lobby during 
office hours - Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. The Les Parkes Exhibit ends  
on Friday, March 18.

Parkes exhibit ends

Chris Adomeit
416-554-3834  • 905-982-7434
www.rollinghillslandscaping.ca

Quality and Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Making your landscape dreams a reality! 

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

- Weekly
- Bi-weekly 
- Monthly

Scheduling                                                                                      

FREE
ESTIMATES

Call today!

 The work of Ingrid Zschogner, an award winning pastel nature 
artist and portrait illustrator, will be featured in “Spirit of Place” at the 
Scugog Arts Resource Centre (SARC) Gallery from March 5 to 27th.
 Ingrid’s love for wildlife and the natural world is shown through her 
dedicated passion as a conservationist and artist and she conveys her 
subjects through her realism techniques with oil, pastel, graphite and 
her woodcarvings.
 The gallery, located at 181 Perry St., Port Perry, is open to the 
public Monday to Friday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday, noon to 4 
p.m. 

Award winning artist at SARC gallery 

 Scugog small business owners and their staffs gathered at the 
Latcham Centre, Port Perry, on February 17 to listen and learn how to 
succesfully compete in the current economic climate.
 Roy Prevost, a management consultant and strategist, with more
than 25 years of experience in all facets of marketing, wholesale and
retail was the guest speaker. He has presented more than 200 work-
shops on ‘Big Box Retail’ and brings a unique insight to business own-
ers in the area of preparing small business for the ‘new economy’.
 About 100 people attended the three-hour workshop, which was 
jointly sponsored by the Port Perry Business Improvement Area, Scu-
gog Chamber of Commerce and the Township of Scugog.
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    Tim English, of Port Perry, has been collecting for most of his life. 
In fact, he admits collecting is his passion. Among his most prized 
items is a collection of old milk and dairy products from Olive Farms 
Dairy, which was started by his grandfather in the early 1900s. Tim 
is seen at right with just a few of his prized possessions.

 Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

 Like many collector’s, Tim English does not have just 
one collection that he focuses his time on, however, family 
history has shaped his biggest collection. Tim collects spe-
cific dairy related items from the company that his great 
grandfather started in Toronto in the late 1890s.
 Tim and his wife Karen are new Port Perry residents, 
having moved to this area in June of last year. They came 
all the way from Uxbridge, where they lived for six years, 
after having spent nineteen years in Mount Albert.
 Tim’s family goes a long way back in this area that 
he now calls home. His great-great grandfather resided in 
Seagrave, where  he died in 1867. He had a son Thomas, 
and it was Thomas who is responsible for Tim’s lifelong 
passion for family history and family collectibles. 
 Thomas English and his wife Mary Blakely left this 
area in the 1890s, moved to Toronto and bought Green’s 
Dairy which, in a short time, became the T. English Dairy 
Company. 
 Tim comes alive when he starts talking about his 
great grandfather’s dairy company and how it led him to 
collect the remnants of a bygone era. He proudly states 
that the T. English Dairy started with a one horse-drawn 
cart plying the streets of Toronto. This was before the days 
of pasteurization and people simply walked out their 
front doors to the cart and, ladle in hand, drew the fresh 
milk they needed.
 In 1909 Thomas was kicked by a horse and died of 
complications. It was probably soon after this, Tim be-
lieves, that the company changed its name to Olive Farm. 
The Olive Farm slogan was “You can whip our cream, but 

Please turn to page 26

Trophies, Awards,
Corporate Promotions

Embroidery • Graphic Design
 Engraving •  Screen Printing

Pineridge Impress
905-985-2839

135 North Port Road, 
Port Perry

www.pineridgeimpress.ca

Your Name is Our Business

Herder Sales
QUALITY USED CARS
All certified & emissions tested

Warranty available
Good, reliable vehicles 

starting from $1900.

Looking for the Right One?
We can help you find it, at

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd.,
Port Perry 905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271
12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

WORK. PLAY.

MEET THE CASE IH SCOUT –
HERE TO HELP YOU WORK, 
PLAY & EXPLORE MORE.

CASE IH SCOUT XL™ 4-SEATER CASE IH SCOUT™
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you can’t beat our milk”
 Thomas’s wife Mary 
took the business over and 
built it to the point that 
Olive Farm, it was said, 
became the largest privately 
owned diary in Toronto. 
 Whether it could be 
argued that it was the big-
gest, there was no doubt it 
was successful. It’s success 
bought Mary, in 1931, a 
brand new Cadillac and, it 

must be pointed out, Mary 
never had a driver’s license. 
She loved everybody chauf-
feuring her around in her 
Caddy.
 The dairy stayed in 
Tim’s immediate family 
until 1965 whereupon it 
was sold to another dairy. It 
was the end of an era; dairy 
home delivery was relegat-
ed to the pages of history. 
Olive Farm was eighty years 
old when progress ended its 
run.
 Tim’s pride in his family 
history and re-connecting 
with his cousin Jennifer 
led the two of them to visit 
the old dairy in 1976, just 
before it was to be demol-
ished. Ducking under ‘No 
Trespassing’ signs, Tim and 
Jennifer scavenged bits and 
pieces of family history. So 
began his collection.
 The collection includes 
all manner of Olive Farm 
paraphernalia; old wooden 

milk cases, butter cartons, 
signs, milk bottles, old milk 
tickets and of course count-
less photos of the dairy in 
its heyday. 
 Over the years its been a 
slow treasure hunt that has 
led Tim and Karen all over 
southern Ontario, to antique 
shows, flea markets and any 
venue that deals in local On-
tario artifacts. Of particular 
note were Moses Junkolo-
gist, vendors at the Barrie 
Automotive Flea Market.
 The collection has 
grown slowly and now 
numbers about seventy- 
three dairy relics. With only 
so many items that relate 
to the long gone dairy out 
there, the search is slow but 
pleasurable for Tim, Karen 
and of course his cousin Jen-
nifer.
 While continuing his 
quest for dairy objects Tim 
also finds the time to collect 
old toasters, old cars, fur-

niture, boats and outboard 
motors. Tim says, “If its old, 
I want it”.
 His collecting mania 
has earned him some fond 
family ribbing. Years ago his 
son, who has always called 
him Tim, was with him on 
one of his many road trips 
and turned to him and said 
“You know Tim, you really 
are an odd little man”. 
 Tim English appeared 
to be delighted with that 
appraisal.
 Tim will continue to 
scour the countryside for 
family dairy related objects, 
as well as adding to his 
other collections. 
 His wife Karen seems 
game for the treasure 
hunting but did add dryly, 
“Thank God he doesn’t col-
lect women”. 
 I would imagine his 
family feels the same way.

By Marjorie Fleming
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 24

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry YOUR NEIGHBOU
R
S

O
W

NE
D & OPERATED BY

Open from 7:00am to 10:00pm

PLAN A COOKING/BAKING DAY WITH 
YOUR LITTLE ONES THIS MARCH BREAK!

great meals start at 
Vos’ Independent

Looking for a great activity that you can do at home with your kids, that doesn’t 
cost a bundle? Try cooking. Invite your children to help plan a meal or pick a 
recipe, make a list of ingredients, find items in your kitchen, and shop for food.
Some of the many benefits of cooking together are:

• Teaches healthy eating habits they’ll keep
• Develops self-confidence and pride
• Encourages trying new foods
• Allows opportunity to teach skills, nutrition, safety
• Strengthens bonding and opens communication
• Provides quality time together for making memories

Worth switching supermarkets for.™

Kids involved in day or week programs?
Vos has readymade healthy snacks and drinks available.

TIME
SAVER

TIP

Kiss Me!
I’m Irish.

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Serving Scugog Since 1996
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 A non-medical conversation with a psychologist would put anyone 
on edge, but that is not the case with Theo Selles, a local Family Thera-
pist, who has recently written a fantastically funny book. Theo claims 
Selfishness Matters is a best seller, although at the time I met him, he had 
only sold 70 copies. “It’s my first book so, ipso facto, ergo.” When I asked 
him how it felt to be an overnight success he said he had no idea. “I slept 
through it.”
 All humour aside, Theo Selles is very qualified to assist people and 
corporations who have issues. His childhood was cursed with an abusive 
home life. “I assumed everyone lived that way,” he explains. “I was so 
afraid of people, that when I stood waiting for the school bus and a car 
pulled up I’d run and hide behind a tree.”
 Theo and his four siblings got through things the best they could. 
“I don’t see them now,” he paused. “I guess our next reunion will be at 
someone’s funeral.” 
 He recognizes the irony in that given his profession, but thinks it’s 
for the best. During Theo’s high school years in Burlington, he worked 
part time in his father’s gardening business. 
 “I went from high school to high school, with no real purpose”, Theo 
describes. “It wasn’t until university that I found my true vocation.” It 
was the University of Guelph and Theo applied himself in Psychology. 
His childhood had taught him to listen and try to make sense of other 
people’s experience. 
 He majored in Psychology and Child & Family studies and when he 
graduated he decided to pack up and hitchhike around North America. 
“I wanted to see for myself what people were 
really like.”
 Leaving his fiancé behind he set off with a 
few, simple rules: never take public transporta-
tion and talk to as many people as possible. 
“The cool thing was actually hoping cars 
would stop for me instead of hiding behind 
trees from them.” 
 He travelled over 32,000 kms for almost a 
year and discovered that most people are the 
same as you and I, just trying to get through 
life the best they can and willing to help. “It 
reinforced my belief in humankind,” Theo 
added.

Local author Theo Selles
pokes fun at self-help  
gurus in new book . . .

Love is all  
you need!

Please turn to page 30
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Scugog ?What’ s Up`

G-Moms of Port Perry
Turning the Tide of HIV/AIDS in Africa

G-MOMS     PORT PERRYof
Supporting the Stephen Lewis Foundation

Saturday April 16, 10am - 3pm
At the Royal Ashburn Golf Club

995 Myrtle Rd. W., Ashburn

Spring Luncheon & Fashions
Presented by G-Moms of Port Perry

Gala feature fashions by:  Jillian’s Downtown 
and other boutiques

Marketplace shopping featuring 
African Jewellery by Caring Hands

Ticket information: joyce.eull@yahoo.ca
Tickets $60 available at:  Jillian’s Downtown 

221 Queen Street  (Beside the Piano Cafe) 

All proceeds support the Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
Campaign of the Stephen Lewis Foundation.

With Guest Speaker
MATTHEW SWAN

“Adventures in the Polar Sea”

G-Moms of Port Perry

ESTATE SALE
Sat. March 19 & Sun. March 20

 9 am - 4 pm
16050 Reach Road, Port Perry

(NW corner Reach & Old Simcoe) 

Contents of Toronto home. 
Thousands of items including:

furniture, china, household goods, jewellery, 
vintage clothing, art, books, LPs & more.

Proceeds to the Stephen Lewis Foundation

AND

Enjoy the songs of Rodgers & Hammerstein 
presented by the Scugog Choral Society.
Dates: March 24, 25, 26, 31, 
      April 1, 2, 7, 8 & 9
Time:  8:00 p.m.
Matinees:  April 2 & 9  -  2 p.m.
Location: Town Hall 1873
Tickets: For ticket information  
visit: www.townhall1873.ca 
or call 905-985-8181.

Some Enchan t ed 
Even ing

LAKE SCUGOG
WORKSHOP

A half-day workshop that 
will provide area busi-
nesses with a snapshot of 
the environmental health of 
Lake Scugog and the sur-
rounding watershed. Free 
program offers resources, 
networking and workshops.

Date: MARCH 9
Time:  8:30 am to 12:30 pm at  
Location: Scout Hall in Port Perry.
Register: Scugog Connections  
 at (905)985-3279  

Maple Syrup Festival
The sap will be running soon at the Maple 
Syrup Festival, Purple Woods Conservation 
Area just south of Port Perry.
Dates: March 12 to 20 - (March Break)
      Weekends: March 26, 27 & April 2,3 
Hours: 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Purple Woods Conservation Area
Admission: Adults $3.00, Children - $2.00 
(12 & under), Seniors - $2.00. Admission 
does not include pancakes or wagon rides. 
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BROOKE
MILLER

“Canadian songwriter and 
singer Brooke 
Miller’s vocals 

serve the melody 
and the lyrics with a 

modesty that lets them 
shine. But don’t underestimate her voice and 
undeniable guitar skills. When Miller sings, it 
has the same effect as someone looking you 
straight in the eye. You believe her,”  says 
Jim Farber, NYC Daily News.
Date: SATURDAY, MARCH 26
Time: 8:00 p.m.
Location: Greenbank Centennial Hall
Info: www.globalserve.net/~ynot/grnbnk.htm
Tickets: $25 per person - available at:
 POE, Port Perry, 905-985-0060, or 
 by calling 905-985-8351

‘JAZZ AT JESTERS’ 
SUNDAYS AT SEVEN

SUNDAY, MARCH 6
Lynn’s Birthday Bash

Lynn McDonald has some Singin’ To Do! Great 
players and great tunes sung by Durham’s 
Vocalist of the Year. Also enjoy Dave Restivo, 
Canada’s pianist of the year.

SUNDAY, MARCH 13
Nancy Walker

Don’t miss this chance to hear Nancy. 
She is accompanied by Kieran Over, 
bass, and Barry Romberg, drums. New 
release CD for the “Great Canadian 
Pianist”. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20
Cuban Latin Jazz #1

Warm up the cold wintery night with hot 
sounds of salsa and cha cha and bossa 
nova. Argentinian pianist arranger, Gabriel 
Palatchi and his band; Duncan Hopkins, 
bass, Rich da Silva on drums.  

 
and salsa, come on out!

 
GreenbankFolk

Music  Soc iety

Scugog ?
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      FINAL FEW DAYS 
The Borelians perform the hilari-
ous comedy, full of slapstick antics, 
mistaken identity, and a healthy dose 
of sexual innuendo. Set in the 1930s. 
A rollicking romp, both backstage and 
on stage as more characters become 
involved. A comedy you’re sure to love.
Dates: MARCH 3-5 - 8:00 p.m.   
MARCH 6  - 2:00 p.m.
Location: Town Hall 1873
Tickets: For ticket information visit: www.townhall1873.ca 
         or call 905-985-8181.

moon over buffalo

SUNDAY, MARCH 27
Cuban Latin Jazz #2

Don Naduriak, also pianist and educator in all 
things Latin will bring his band. Merengue and 
calypso and samba the night away! 
 Start Time: 7:00 p.m.
 Location: Jester’s Court, upstairs
 Information: call Lynn McDonald
             cell: 905-809-0388
  or email: lynnjazzvocals@yahoo.ca
 Tickets: $15 per person

… for informed optical decisions

Did you know 
that 80% of 
everything children 
learn in their first 
12 years comes 
through their eyes?

Did you know 
that over 80%
of the information 
received by your 
brain is provided 
by your eyesight?

Did you know 
that on average, 
60 year-olds need 
3 times more
light to read than 
20 year-olds?
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Make
the
Most   of

Warm up during March Break ... 
 Rent your favourite movie at

68 Water Street, 
Port Perry

(across from the tennis courts)

905-985-8807
and

B
LOW OUT SALE

Over 25 years experience and rese
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SUMMER LESSONS
4 2-week sessions available

7:30 am  to  8:30 pm
Ages 2 1/2 yrs. and up

All classes private or semi-private
LIMITED SPACES - CALL NOW!

16625 Old Simcoe Road,  Port Perry
~~ 905-985-1709 ~~

 He returned to Guelph and completed a two 
year Masters in Marriage and Family Therapy. He 
and his wife decided to move somewhere to start 
a practice. “Our only demands on where we lived 
were a hospital and a lake.” In 1993 the couple 
moved to Port Perry and Theo began his family 
practice.
 His business grew and he branched into man-
agement consulting and trauma debriefing. Now 
he is an accomplished motivational speaker recent-
ly serving as Master of Ceremonies for Toronto’s 
International Day for People with Disabilities.  His 
company, Integrity Works, instills organizational 
values through team building.
 Selfishness Matters is guaranteed to offend 
everyone; however, its humour and satire have a 
deep rooted meaning. 
 “I am so tired of the emphasis on self-help. It’s 
time we stopped thinking about helping and lov-
ing ourselves and think more about finding ways 
to help and love others.” 
 Theo’s face turned sober, as he spoke. His 
cynical tone was replaced with sincerity. “I am so 
sick of people coming to see me and telling me 
they ‘don’t know how to communicate’. Then they 
proceed to eloquently tell me all the things that 
are wrong with their partner. They communicate 
dissatisfaction, disinterest, disdain, disrespect, very 
very well. The issue is that they don’t communicate 
love.”
 Theo believes that love still exists. “I tell 
people to intentionally love. Ideally each member 
of a couple will try to find as many ways to love 
the other as they can. It’s sad that I rarely hear in 
my practice two people ask, ‘How can I love my 
partner better?’ ” His youth has given him an un-
canny ability to understand people’s problems and 
to at times cry with them on the road to recovery.
 Theo Selles does not consider himself immune 
from the seduction of self-absorption. He has 
certainly made many mistakes and has hurt people 
he loved en route as he muddles his way through 
life. In his experience, people who emphasize the 
importance of being accepted for who they are in 
relationships tend to be too lazy and self-absorbed 
to attempt change and growth. 
 The book, Selfishness Matters, pokes fun at 
self-help gurus and challenges people to examine 
the degree of selfishness in their lives.
 Even the cover is a parody of Dr. Phil and his 
book, Self Matters. It’s a good read and very enjoy-
able. Pick it up at Books Galore and More or on line 
at www.selfishnessmatters.com. 
 Send Theo an email and tell him what you 
thought of his book, or better still, visit him to 
discuss your problems… but expect a solution, not 
lip service.

By Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 27
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Chichen Itza - Another ‘New’ Wonder of the World
 Mexico has long been con-
sidered a tourist haven and in 
recent years the Mayan Riviera 
has become a playground for 
sun worshipers from northern 
climates. Lately some of the 
press has been bad, how-
ever careful tourists should not 
encounter any problems. For 
those of you concerned about 
swimming in the ocean, the 
chance of a shark attack on hu-
mans is one in every 11 million.
 As beautiful as the beaches 
are, a visit to the Yucatán Pen-
insula would not be complete 
without a day trip to Chichen 
Itza and the Pyramid of the 
Sun, the giant pyramid near 
the center of the site. Nestled 
deep in the jungle, Chichen Itza 
is possibly the most famous 
temple city of the Mayan civili-
zation and now one of the new 
Seven Wonders of the World.
 At the city’s heart lies the 
Kukulkan Pyramid (feathered 
serpent), which rises to a height 
of 24 metres. Each of its four 
sides has 91 steps - one step 
for each day of the year - with  Chichen Itza, which means “at the mouth of the well of Itza “, is the second most visited archeological 

site of Mexico today.  The Kukulkan Pyramid, known as “El Castillo” (the castle), is one of the new seven 
wonders of the world.                      Photos by Jonathan van Bilsen

158 Casimir St., Port Perry  
905-985-2268

virginia.frewclarke@marlintravel.ca
TICO #4577532

MC

Tours to Chichen Itza 

Paradise is Forever
24 FIRST CLASS AND LUXURY RESORTS 

TO CHOOSE FROM YEAR ROUND! 

Paradise is Forever
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the 365th day represented by the platform on the top. Two 
of its sides have been completely restored, the other two 
were left to show the condition before work commenced. 
Built around 600 A.D., the Temple has withstood earth-
quakes and invasions.
 Originally the pyramid was built for astronomical 
purposes and during the vernal equinox (March 20) and 
the autumnal equinox (September 21) sunlight bathes the 
main stairway. This causes seven triangles to form in the 
shape of a serpent that creeps downward until it joins the 
huge serpents head carved in stone at the bottom of the 
stairway.
 Legend has it that the altar at the top was used for 

theory. If you have ever seen Mel Gibson’s movie ‘Apoca-

carried out by the Mayans.
 The drive from Cancun to Chichen Itza is two to three 
hours along a toll highway and a coach trip should run 
about $65, plus $10 admission. Make sure you convert 
Canadian dollars before you go, as no one south of 
Lake Ontario seems to have a handle on the exchange 
rate. 
 It is possible to see the main structures on a day trip 
from Cancun and many tour buses do just this, resulting 

 Chichen Itza is the most visited site in the Yucatán 
and can get very crowded, so if at all possible try and 
arrive soon after the 8 a.m. opening. This will give you 
time to climb the pyramid before it gets too hot and will 
allow you to view the whole site from the top before the 
crowds swarm in. 

-
cult but the descent is much worse. If you suffer from 
vertigo or feel you are not in the best of shape, think 

twice before you ascend the steep, 50 cm. (20 inch) steps. 
If you are planning on going in the near future check with 
your travel agent, as the pyramid has temporarily been 
closed to climbing, while it undergoes construction. 
 For the more adventurous, there are dozens of hiking 
trails throughout the area to explore the 30-plus ancient 
structures still remaining. There are two resorts which of-

 Chichen Itza, literally meaning “old Chichen”, is the 
oldest part of the city; it has some interesting structures 
which date to the pre-Toltec times. If you stay at the Maya-
land Hotel, you can also arrange for a horseback tour 
through Chichen Viejo. Book ahead and take plenty of 
suntan lotion. The heat of the jungle is much warmer than 
along the ocean.
 You will not be disappointed by a side-trip to Chichen 
Itza and will feel as if you have been transported 1400 
years back in time to a civilization very different from our 
own. We’re certainly not in Port Perry anymore, Dorothy.

 Another one of the prominent and interesting structures at Chichen Itza is the Observatory.  The Observatory, called El Caracol, was the place 
where the Ancient Mayans observed the cosmos and participated in religious rituals.

     The Sacred Cenote (or the “Well of Sacrifice”) refers to this famous cenote 
at the pre-Columbian Maya archaeological site of Chichen Itza.

Continued from page 31
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Bundle up and Save this winter!
Compton Communications gives you 

the best value for your dollar by bundling 
digital TV with our high-speed Internet 

and Home Phone services.
Check out our website for some of the many

bundle options and START SAVING NOW!

NORTH DURHAM
EYE CLINIC

189 North St., Port Perry • 905-985-1361
www.drworkman.optometry.net 

ESTABLISHED 1994     •     NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

@ NDEC

Exclusive eyewear for those 
who like to stand out.

Eyenigma’s Canadian designers and technicians have 
been working diligently around the world 
to bring something new and unique to our 
eyewear market. Finally, they have crafted 
from aluminum, the innovative Alum series. 

The colourful, artistic, trendy, and playful designs of 
Eyenigma eyewear convey an end to dull 
eyewear and allow you to find the perfect 
frames to complement your image.

Alüm by Eyenigma is available exclusively at NDEC.

by
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