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Luke family grateful to community
Dear Editor
 I wanted to personally thank everyone. on behalf of 
our family. for the generosity, amazing love and support 
for Christy and the time spent helping with our Family 
Fun Day Fundraiser on June 11.
 Unfortunately, due to the heavy rain most of the day, 
the event wasn’t too successful, raising only $1,150.
 Thanks to everyone that donated such amazing gifts 
and for coming out to the event and showing just how 
much you care, rain or shine.
 It has been a long and a tough six months but Christy 
is strong, she’s very determined and she’s definitely a 
fighter through and through. Things have been looking 
up a little for her and we, her family, are doing everything 
we can to bring her home to us all soon. 
 You all have helped in this process so much and we 
are extremely grateful for your generosity and support. 
In total, from three events, we have raised $18,150. which 
will really only cover a portion of the bathroom to be 
renovated. We will keep trying to raise more.
 I am hoping we can get lots of people to join, walk 
and pledge for Christy on June 25th, for the Rotary Poker 
Walk in Uxbridge. 

Sincerely with love
 Lindsey, Sharon, Ken and Christy.  
 Morgan, Arin, Phil and Owen

Dear Focus...
Mailboxour cover 

There are few farms in Scugog 
that hire Mexican workers, but 
Willowtree Farm has been hiring 
migrant help for the past decade. 
Fernando, a 12 year veteran, is 
seen working planting broccoli.
See story on page 21.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

SHOPPING LOCAL
...helps maintain a strong economyO Focus On Scugog is a proud supporter of local business.

 Precious Minds recently received a $10,000 grant from 
the Toronto Blue Jays for their BLAZE Summer Camp 
program. The money will provide opportunities for 
children with developmental disabilities to attend the 
specially designed, accessible summer camp.
 “Our camp goals for the kids are to support the ongo-
ing growth of each child’s full potential by facilitating an 
environment of safety where the kids can feel ‘at home’ 
and thrive in the company of new friends and a support-
ive staff, says Sandy Ianuzzo, Family Support – Child and 
Youth Programming at Precious Minds.  “Our program 
focus is on social and life skills, healthy nutrition habits 
and improved physical fitness.”
 For more information, contact:
 Sandy Ianuzzo, Family Support – Child and Youth 
Programming at Precious Minds. Call 905-982-0882 or 
sianuzzo@preciousminds.com.

Blue Jays $10,000 gift to Precious Minds

!e best choice 
for window coverings 

in Scugog.

905-213-2583
Joe Gibson, Blackstock

www.budgetblinds.com/
portperry

FREE
In-Home

Consultation

168-178 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2521   • www.brocks.ca

for men and women
The Original Outdoor Clothing Company™
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 Ruth Strong has been collecting frog 
paraphernalia since she moved to Port 
Perry, which puts her collection at thirty 
seven years of age. 
 Imagine, if you will, never having to 
wonder what to get a relative or friend for 
any occasion. Ruth’s family and friends 
over the years had only one big challenge 
when it came to getting Ruth a present of 
any type – find a frog that Ruth did not 
have. 
 Ruth’s frog collectibles started in-
nocently when she started babysitting 
children, and as a thank you for her care 
giving, the children gave her various frogs 
in different shapes, colours and materials. 
 Ruth may have mentioned that she 
really liked frogs because it was not long 
before she was receiving them on a regu-
lar basis. What started out as an innocent 
pastime mushroomed into full blown frog 
mania, because, as of today, Ruth’s frogs 
number somewhere more than 680 in 
number.
 To walk into Ruth’s small, cozy apart-
ment in Port Perry you really have to 
marvel at the sheer scope of her collec-
tion because there is not an inch of space 
that is not taken up with those cute little 
amphibians. 
 One entire wall of the small living 
room houses a shelving unit that has got 
to hold about four hundred frogs in every 
manner of size, shape, material, colour 
and form. Although green is the predomi-
nant colour I can’t say I ever knew there 
were that many shades of it. 
 On top of cupboards, tucked into cor-
ners, hanging from the ceiling or on the 
walls, there are a dazzling array of frogs 
on view. Ruth has a real, old-fashioned, 
working telephone which has a frog as its 
base. Then there is the frog teapot, sur-
rounded by frogs made out of seashells, 
china, ceramic, plastic and even one made 
out of dried manure.
 Ruth’s apartment is a shrine to he 
long-legged friends and her collection 
hails from all over North America.
 From Texas is a frog band which 
lights up as the frogs dance and play mu-

Ruth’s first frog figurine was  
given to her as a gift when she
started to babysit children

 Ruth Strong shows off one of the larger frogs in the collection of more than 680 
frogs that line the shelves, walls and furniture of her Port Perry home. Please turn to page 4
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sical instruments. Also from Texas is a bottle of Bad Frog 
beer, never opened of course.
 There are many frog items from Las Vegas, includ-
ing a set of frog bells. From other places too numerous 
to count comes soap dispensers, pens, a lantern, many 
sets of salt and pepper shakers, lamps, bookends, clocks, 
mugs, a flashlight, a stained glass lamp, a fly swatter 
– there is no end to things that can be made into the im-
age of a frog.

-

 It was at this point that Michael Waller, Ruth’s 
grandson said, “You know, after showing you all the dif-
ferent places the frogs are tucked in, I am noticing there 
are some I didn’t count. Quite a few in fact.”
 I didn’t want him to have to do a recount so we 
agreed that Ruth’s collection is a very conservative 725 
pieces.
 Ruth’s two daughters, Donna and Diane, have forbid 
Ruth to bring in any more frog items to the apartment. 
Diane is especially anxious to not see any more frogs as 
she is very sick of cleaning them. Michael’s sister Kris-
tin, and Ruth’s nephew Bruce Armstrong are somewhat 
responsible for many of the frogs ending up in Ruth’s liv-
ing room – I believe they have been warned off bringing 
more in.
 Just before leaving Ruth’s apartment I asked her if 
she had ever eaten frog’s legs?
 Said Ruth, “As a matter of fact, I have. Mind you, I 
didn’t know what I was eating at the time. They tasted 
like chicken. If I had known they were frogs legs I would 
have never eaten them.” 
 Spoken like a true frog lover. 
 Ribbitt.

By Marjorie Fleming
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 3

• Repair and Replace Locks
•   Supply and Install New Locks 

and Push Bars
• Re-Key Locks
• Master Key Systems

• High Security Locks\Garage 
Door and Opening Systems

• Filing Cabinets Electronic 
Access Control Systems 

EMERGENCY
SERVICES

Bonded and Insured. No Extra Charge for Evenings and Weekends.
Serving Port Perry, North Durham, Uxbridge, Brock and Victoria County

James Mouland    (Cell)  289-355-9550

Residential and Commercial
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 Things seem a little quieter over the last month in 
terms of changes in the business sector, but we’ve noticed 
a few stores ‘perking up’ their storefront.
 Lishman’s at 235 Queen St. is sporting a fresh coat 
of paint and new signage of large brass lettering.  Also 
noticed that Queen Beans at 180 Queen St. has had its 
reconstructed facade recently painted, adding a new look 
to that section of town. Nice to see our local merchants 
keeping the downtown attractive.
 We’ve received official notification Treasures Just For 
You, located at 139 Queen St. (in the old grain elevator) 
has come to the end of its lease and closed it’s doors effec-
tive the end of June.
 Donna Lucas of D&D’s Lakeside restaurant, located 
at Goreski Marina, has re-opened for the season.
 A new fitness/exercise studio has opened in the 
former Russell’s Delectables location which vacated a few 
months ago. Connection Fitness Studio opened its doors at 
this 230 Queen St. location in June.

 And finally, we’ve just learned that Walmart in the 
SmartCentres development, just east of town, will hold 
its official opening on Friday, July 29. 
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KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
              all year round
Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
               Prom, Evening 
                     Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

15TH ANNIVERSARY

SALE ON NOW!

Let us help you achieve your sales and marketing goals.
Reserve your space today.

905-985-4971    •    info@scugogchamber.ca

- consumers are ready to buy
- ideal for test marketing or launching new products
- consumers can touch, see, hear and smell products
- shows are immediate and compelling
- immediate sales, brand awareness, quality leads
- sample product, set appointments
- helps you stand out from your competitors
- face to face marketing
- free admission to public

REASONS YOUR COMPANY SHOULD EXHIBIT

www.scugogchamber.ca

Presented by

NOVEMBER 12th 2011
9am-5pm

Scugog Recreation Centre
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 Two local entrepreneurs are 
taking the term “stoop and scoop” 
to a whole new level this summer, 
with their innovative business called 
Nature Calls.
 Tom Baczynski and John Gal-
braith provide a variety of services 
to pet owners, including pet sitting, 

visiting and walking services, as well 
as the unusual service of picking up 
dog poop and disposing of it in an 
environmentally safe way.
 Yes, that’s right - they are profes-
sional “pooper scoopers”.
 Now their original idea is being 
expanded to tackle one of Ontario’s 

biggest health problems - the removal 
of goose droppings from parks, golf 
courses or any other place these large 
birds gather. 
 To give an example of how large 
the goose poop problem has become, 
John provides statistics that show a 
single Canadian Goose deposits 2.2 
pounds of waste per day. Multiply 
this time 50 or 100 geese and the mag-
nitude of the problem is staggering.
 Of course, here in Scugog, one 
only needs to take a walk along the 
lakefront in Palmer Park during the 
summer to witness first-hand the 
extent of goose dropping in the park 
and along the boardwalk, to realize 
this is a major problem.
 And it’s not as if the township 
hasn’t tried to rid the parks of this 
problem. As far back as ten years, 
local officials have proposed and 
tried various methods. Some of these 
included the use of dogs or falcons, 
leaving an uncut strip of land along 
the waterfront, planting buffers of 
native plants, introducing rocks along 
the beach and culling the flocks.
 But now, John who lives on 
Scugog Island and Tom from Bow-
manville, have come up with an 
innovative method of removing the 
unsightly excrement.
 John explains saying, “I work 
in the environmental field and have 
witnessed the accumulation of goose 
droppings in the park and heard the 
public complaints for years.” And 

 John Galbraith and Tom Baczynski are seen here with the “Tow & Collect” machine 
which, when towed behind a utility vehicle, can be used to clean up goose droppings in parks 
and other areas that Canada geese gather and leave their droppings.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

Super dooper. . .  
pooper scooper

Palmer Park is a popular resting spot for Canada geese, as can be seen in this early morning picture taken in June.
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since they were already in the waste pick-up business, they 
began to search for a way to tackle the problem.
 “We knew we couldn’t take care of this problem with 
a rake and bucket, so we began an extensive search for an 
alternative method, and we found it,” says Tom.
 After searching for more than a month, they located a 
company in New Zealand who had developed a machine 
they called the “Tow & Collect” for cleaning up horse 
pastures. The machine, which is dragged behind a utility 
vehicle, works with spring loaded fingers and adjustable 
brushes that spin at a high speed. The fingers ‘flick’ deeply 
settled material in grass to the surface and the brushes 
sweep it into a hopper.
 Intrigued by the process, Tom and John contacted the 
company, called Metalform, and explained the problem 
produced by Canada geese. Tom says that they didn’t even 
know what a Canada goose was, but after they shared 
some video they became excited at the prospect of a new 
use for their machine and agreed to modify their machine 
to better suit collection of goose droppings.
 Metalform agreed to send a machine to Canada, so 
they could try it out as a summer project. The machine 
arrived in late May and for the past month they have 
worked with the New Zealand company making a number 
of minor modifications.
 Since becoming fully operational, they have made 
presentations and demonstrations to more than a dozen 
prospective clients, including Goreski’s Marine and the 
Township of Scugog, to provide clean-up services through-
out the summer months.
 Early last month, they secured their first contract, a 
goose waste maintenance job with Goreski’s Marina. They 
were hopeful that Scugog Township will come on board 
following a demonstration prior to the Dragon Boat Festi-
val in mid-June.
 “This machine, in ideal conditions (dry), will rid a 
park of 100 per cent of the waste,” according to John. In 
wet weather it’s a little less effective. 
 “We’re thinking outside the box and taking a different 
approach to tackle the Canada goose waste problem that 
has plagued not only Scugog, but North America,” John 
says.
 Tom says, “our ultimate goal is to create a company 
that’s unique by providing prospective franchises with 
equipment that remedies environmental and health issues 
associated with animal 
waste.”
 So if you see a bright 
red, yellow and black 
machine being dragged 
through Palmer Park one 
day this summer - just 
follow along behind them 
with no fear of stepping on 
a mound of greasy goose 
poop!
 Enjoy the summer.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog
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signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Serving Scugog Since 1996

Taylor & Company 
INTERIORS

Accepting 
Fine Quality 
Furniture 
Consignments 
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Wednesday to 
Saturday
10am - 5pm

96 North Port Road, Unit #1, Port Perry
905-982-2001
taylorcompanyinteriors@gmail.com
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PROPRIETOR:
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Canadian Tire, Uxbridge
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 Get out your Union Jacks - and 
the Brits are coming!
 Port Perry’s British car inva-
sion will soon be here and it will be 
even bigger than last year.  The third 
annual “Brits on the Lake” car show 
and festivities get underway on Port 
Perry’s Queen Street on Sunday, 
August 7.
 This highly successful show, has 
brought hundreds of car enthusiasts 

to Port Perry each year to 
view the cars, to join in the 
festivities and to enjoy the 
shopping experience that 
Port Perry has to offer. 
 In spite of heavy rain 
last year an estimated 
more than one thousand 
visitors enjoyed them-
selves on Queen Street.  
 The display of Brit-

ish cars has become an 
important fixture on the 
car show circuit for car 
clubs
all over Ontario.
 Cars on display will include 
the usual MGs, Triumphs, Minis, 
Austin Healeys, Jaguars, Bentleys 
and Rolls Royces. But the show 
involves more than cars, there 
are motor bikes with such clas-
sic names as Norton, B.S.A. and 

Matchless, and even a double decker 
London bus.  Scottish pipe bands, 
and a number of children’s events in-
cluding Kiddie Cars and a free draw 
for a trip to Britain will be added this 
year. 
 Local historian Paul Arculus 
will be giving one of historical walks 

Gajewski

Taylor Forder 
Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Exciting news for Classic, 
Antique and Recreational Vehicle Owners!! 230 QUEEN STREET, PORT PERRY  

*Cycle Pump TRX®   *Cardio Cycle Ride 
*Hot Hatha Yoga   … plus more!

ALL FITNESS LEVELS ARE WELCOME
Call or drop by today!

905-985-7960

216 Queen Street
Port Perry, Ontario L9L 1B9

Tel: 905-985-2171 ~ Fax: 905-985-4572
www.waggfuneralhome.com

MYLES G. O’RIORDAN
Funeral Director / Owner

... Port Perry's only locally 
owned and operated

Funeral Home since 1846 ...
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R
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1893 Scugog St., Port Perry
Garden Centre Open 7 Days

great meals 
start at 

Vos’ Independent

WE NOW HAVE 19 
ICE CREAM SHOP FLAVOURS!

Real ice creams made with 
100% Canadian milk.

Worth switching supermarkets for.™

downtown at 1:00 p.m. 
 The car registration and all 
these events are free.
 The theme for the show this 
year is the Royal Wedding and the 
celebration of  Kate and William’s 
visit to Canada.  Everyone is invited 
to show off their colours by wearing 
their fancy wedding hats, or simply 
wearing something British.
 This year also marks the 50th 
anniversary of the sleek Jaguar 
XKE. A number of these cars will be 
on display during the festival.
 Queen Street will again be 
closed off so that visitors and ex-
hibitors can wander freely among 
the cars and displays. Cars begin ar-
riving as early as 9:00 but the largest 
number will not be settled in and 
ready for viewing until after 10.a.m. 
 Funds from the show go to the 
Port Perry Hospital Foundation.
 The event is sponsored by the 
Port Perry BIA and is organized 
by the Bob Deshane and the Little 
Britain Car Company of Lindsay. 
 Come on out and wave the flag 
for the Queen and Saint George!

Port Perry 
Farmer’s 
Market
opens its
3rd season

 The Farmer’s Market has opened its third season along Port Perry’s 
lakefront, with vendors operating their stands from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. each 
Saturday.
 Each year the market attracts larger crowds, coming to sample the 
large variety of vegetables, produce, fruits, home baking, shrubs and 
other products.
 Many vendors have returned for another season, including Stewart’s 
Kettle Corn - kettle, caramel corn; Willowtree Farms - fruit, vegetables; 
Yellowlees Farm - lamb, bird feed; Uncle Jacks - meat pies - beef patties; 
F&M Farms - preserves, jams, jellies, chutney; Beekeeper - honey, honey 
butter, maple syrup; Lunar Rhythm Gardens - vegetables, beef, pork, 
chicken.
 Plan to attend the Port Perry Farmer’s Market this Saturday and 
throughout the summer months.
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formerly
Goreski’s

BREAKFAST BUFFET
Saturdays and Sundays:  9am - 11am

(weather permitting)
$9.95 Adults  •  $5.95 Kids under 10

225 Platten Blvd., Scugog Island • 905-985-2275

Open
Every Day 

during the summer months

Friday
Entertainment

live on the patio from 7-9:30 pm

The
HOTTEST SPOT

to
   CHILL OUT

279 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2775

  www.jesterscourt.ca

SUMMER IS 
FINALLY HERE.

DINE OUT!

Meet me 
   on the Patio!

CAPTAIN 
GEORGE

Fish & Chips
161 Queen St., 

Port Perry
905-985-1022

…
JU

ST ONE BITE …

…
AND

YOU’LL BE HOOKED…

A quick snack, light lunch or 
a delicious dinner?

Look no further than these 
eating establishments.

You don’t have to fork out a lot 
of money for a really great meal. 

Savour The Taste of Scugog

“Taste the difference charcoal makes!”

HOURS:
Monday  .............  5am-8pm
Tuesday  ............. 5am-9pm
Wednesday  ......... 5am-9pm
Thursday  ............ 5am-10pm
Friday  ............... 5am-11pm
Saturday  ............ 9am-10pm
Sunday  .............. 9am-8pm

15300 Hwy. 12
Port Perry

905-985-8999
charcoalcookhouse@gmail.com Harp & Wylies Canadian Grill House

150 Water Street, Port Perry 
905-982-2103 • www.harpandwylies.com

Savour 
Summer
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NEW! Now Scooping 12 Flavours

126 Water Street 
Port Perry 

905-985-9999

OPENING
SOON!
Family owned 
and operated
since 1970

Secret sauces 
passed down 
through 
generations

Uncomplicated,
delicious,
home style
meals made 
just the way
you like it.

Family

Red RibbonRed Ribbon

Family Restaurant
ALL DAY BREAKFAST

Open Daily 
6am - 3pm

20-22 Water Street, Port Perry   
905-985-1210

Salvatore’s
Trattoria & 
Café

Open window seating
Live entertainment weekly
Fabulous dinner specials!

263 Queen Street, 
Port Perry  
905 985 3500
strattoria@gmail.com

905-448-5919
14500 Simcoe Street, Port Perry

*

*equal or lesser value. Valid at Port Perry location only
Present coupon at time of purchase. Limit one per customer

expires July 30, 2011
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Gunnar Gotshalks
Lynn Voisard
Dorothy Munro
Len de Graf
Matt Schrade
Jayde Williams
Tieson Wright
June Gallagher
Charmaine Martel

Doug, Claire & John Marsh
Sandy & Dan Denby
Port Perry Volunteer Fire!ghters
Gord & Joan Emmerson
Paul Arculus
Irv Gibson
Jeff Brown
Glen Goslin & the group of
Amateur Radio Operators

Rini Bouwmeester, 
Bouwmeester B&B
Cheryl Turpin, 
M&M Meat Shops
Glen Evans, 
Scugog Rent-A-Wreck
John Mackey, 
Port Perry Marina

Gail Lang, 
Halibut Time
Julie and Marina Brock, 
Brock’s
David & Wendy Hatherley, 
Carr-McLean
Terry Vos, 
Vos’ Independent Grocers 

Each year over 30 volunteers help run the race.  
Thank you once again to all of those 

who braved the stormy weather.

The Scugog Shores Museums would like to thank the 
over 60 local businesses who sponsored the 43rd 
annual Canoe the Nonquon by donating a prize 

or placing an advertisement in the race brochure.  
Special recognition goes out to:

See you next year on 
Sat. June 2nd, 2012!

- triple weather stripping
- multi-point locking for a better seal and 

added security
-   100% airtight & watertight 

fusion welded frames
- can withstand 350 km/hr winds
-   have a fully transferable 

LIFETIME warranty!

Our  Strassburger                              
vinyl windows have:
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Hosted by:
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OWN LAWN

CHAIRS

ABSOLUTELY NO ALCOHOL 
NO DRUGS - NO PETS

Location: Island Rd., Port Perry
Pow Wow Grounds are 1 km past the 

Great Blue Heron Charity Casino.

POW WOW
   SATURDAY, JULY 16
SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2011

 Over 40 different
Food & Craft Vendors

Rough Camping Available 
Call Noelle: 905-985-1826

Celebrating
15 YEARS 

of Revitalizing 
our Culture

SUNDAY, JULY 10
GABRIEL PALATCHI

 Gabriel Palatchi, the remarkable 
young Argentinia/Cubano piano player 
returns with a vengence. With him are 
Duncan Hopkins, bass and Rich da 
Silva on percussion. 

   SUNDAY, JULY 24
HAVANA NIGHTS

 Joaquin Nunez Hidalgo, Don 
Naduriak and Eddie Bullen present 
Havana Nights, a smoother sophisti-
cated version of Latin Jazz. Don’t let 
the summer slip away without great 
Cuban sounds.

 Start Times: 7:00 p.m.
 Location: Jester’s Court, upstairs
 Information: call Lynn McDonald 905-809-0388
  or email: lynnjazzvocals@yahoo.ca
 Music Charge: $15 per person

‘JAZZ AT JESTERS’
Salsa - Rhumba - Cha Cha Cha

HOT CUBAN BEATS
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3. Something you use 
every day, or can’t live 
without?
 I can’t live without my 
DVR.  With two young boys 
it’s pretty much impossible 
to sit down and watch 
anything uninterrupted, 
unless it’s Diego or Spe-
cial Agent Oso!  Now I 
record everything and 
watch it later, without 
commercials.

4. Your favourite 
home-cooked 
meal?
 My mom’s turkey 
dinner at Christmas.  
She hates cooking but 
turkey and stuffing is 
the one thing that 
she excels at.

1. What career would you have pursued if you had not 
chosen your present one?
 Something in zoology.  When I was growing up I always wanted 
to be the person at the Toronto Zoo who took care of the baby 
gorillas in the nursery.

2. What was you’re favourite toy growing up?
 My family used to camp every summer for a 
month so we played lots of board games when it 
was raining outside. My favourite was Survive 
which involved getting your people off of 
an island which was about to explode 
without getting eaten by sharks or caught 
in a whirlpool.

5. Things that you like most about living in Port Perry 
/ Scugog Township?
 I don’t actually live in Scugog.  When we moved here 
in 2003 we lived with my in-laws for six months and then 
bought a house in Lindsay.  The thing that I most like about 
working in Scugog is the people that I’ve met here through 
the Museum and how much people 
really care about their community. 

6. What person do you admire 
and would like to meet?
 Margaret Atwood.  I’m a big fan 
of her novels and poetry. She is such 
a soft-spoken woman but has so 
much to say about the world.

7. Your favourite singer, your 
favourite song and your favou-
rite movie of all time?

 My favourites are Sarah McLachlan and Feist 
but lately I’ve been listening to the album “21” 

by Adele almost every day.   I also like the 
Tragically Hip, Radiohead and Coldplay.  My 
husband and I used to watch tons of movies 
(before kids) so I have a lot of favourites 
- The English Patient,  Chinatown, The Prin-
cess Bride and Annie Hall are a few that top 
my list.

7. One thing you would never give up?
 A glass of red wine with dinner.  I grew 
up in Beamsville which is now the heart 
of Niagara wine country, and waitressed at 
restaurants in Niagara-on-the-

Lake throughout high 
school and univer-
sity.  I love reds 

from Marynissen 
Estates and 
Stoney Ridge 
Winery.  I did give 
it up when I was 
pregnant of course.

 Shannon has been curator of the Scugog Shores Museum since 2003. Before coming 
to Scugog she worked for Research Casting International, a company specializing in 
designing and building exhibits for museums worldwide.  Their primary focus was 
molding, casting and building dinosaur skeletons. Shannon started out in the shop putting 
the dinosaur skeletons together (that’s where she met her husband) and then later 
moved to the office to assist with exhibit coordination and marketing.  Shannon also 
worked for the Museums of Mississauga part-time before coming to Port Perry. 

For The Record...

Please turn 
to page 14
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JAMIE HVIDSTEN
on your graduation from the

University of Ottawa
with a 

Bachelor of Science 
in Human Kinetics

We are very proud of you!

Love from Mom, Dad, 
Matthew and Katie

Congratulations 9. The most influential teacher or person when you were 
growing up?
My parents.  They’ve always been very supportive of all of my 
choices, even when I decided to go into anthropology in Universi-
ty.  They own their own business and worked very hard but when 
they were home they were always focused on me and my brother.  

10. Your favourite “sweet treat” and why?
 Definitely Kawartha Dairy Moose Tracks ice cream.  What’s 
not to like about creamy ice cream with tiny chocolate peanut 
butter cups?  My husband’s family always raved about Kawartha 
Dairy ice cream.  I assumed it would taste like any other ice 
cream but once I tried it I realized no other brand can compare.

11. Something you like to do with your family?
 We love to go to the Riverview Park & Zoo in Peterborough.  
It’s a perfect day out for families with young kids: just enough ani-
mals to entertain the kids, a huge playground, splash pad, beautiful 
park on the Otonabee River, tobogganing hills and a mini train 
ride.  Best of all it’s free!

12. The pet you most liked during your 
lifetime – why?
     Our dog Blue, she was a black and tan 
cocker spaniel.  She was the gentlest dog and got 
along well with absolutely everyone, people and 
animals included.

13.  The most influential teacher or person  
in your lifetime?
 My friend Maxine.  We were roommates in our early 20s and 
remain good friends today although she moved to BC 10 years 
ago.  She is a very calming influence in my life and always reminds 
me of what is truly important.

14. Your most vivid memory of going to school?
 Throwing up my pancake breakfast all over my new red dress 
in kindergarten.

15. Your favourite pass time when you are not working?
 Playing with the kids in our backyard and relaxing with my 
husband on our deck after the kids are in bed.

16.  Where would your trip of a lifetime take you?
 I would love a European river cruise, maybe along the Danube 
to the Black Sea.  I’d also like to go to Peru to see Machu Picchu.

Continued from page 13

GRAB THE KIDS, 
GRAB A BUCKET…

Large variety of fresh picked fruits and 
vegetables available in our store daily.
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WILLOWTREE FARM

Manchester

N 975 Regional Rd. 21 
Port Perry

905-985-4973
Open Daily

Sun-Fri: 8am - 7pm
Saturday: 8am - 6pm

www.willowtreefarm.ca

STRAWBERRIES 
HAVE ARRIVED!

Grown right here on our farm.
We pick or you pick. 

Mid June - Mid October 

New Full & Partial Dentures
Implant Supported Dentures

Denture Repairs (While you wait)
Tooth Whitening (Bleaching)

House Calls

Port Perry Denture Clinic
A COMPLETE DENTURE SERVICE

Mike Dunn DD 6 High St. (Unit 4) Port Perry 905-985-8028
dunndenture@rogers.com  SERVING PORT PERRY AND AREA FOR OVER 14 YEARS
Mike Dunn DD 6 High St. (Unit 4) Port Perry 905-985-8028
dunndenture@rogers.com  SERVING PORT PERRY AND AREA FOR OVER 14 YEARS
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 In a society that bases future success on teen achievements, Port Perry author Julie Hock-
ley brings a fresh perspective to the struggles of youth who have few choices. 
 In Crow’s Row,  the author brings readers a love story that interweaves social class divi-
sion with the relevant and controversial issues of drug legalization and gang wars. 
 When Emily, a young college student, is abducted after witnessing a murder, the 
book catapults readers into the middle of a young love between the “bad boy” and 
the “good girl,” both seeking to avoid their predetermined destinies.
 “This is a love story in a thriller setting within the drug and crime 
culture,” says Julie. “Dramatic and intense, but still believable to the core.”
 Highlighting the timelessness embedded in the notion of divided 
classes and obsessive young love even in modern days, Julie was drawn 
to writing by her simple motivation to create something she herself 
would want to read. 
 “Anytime someone finds out I’ve written a novel because it 
seemed fun, they gush, ‘I’ve always wanted to do that,’” says Julie,
a young mother and lawyer. 
 Julie is a graduate of the University of Ottawa, who has lived  in 
Port Perry with her family for the past seven years. Her book is available 
locally at Books Galore & More, 175 Perry St., Port Perry.
 For more information, visit www.juliehockley.com

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

905-436-9090

Whether it’s your family, 
home, business or your 
car, protect what’s 
yours with insurance 
solutions designed 
just for you.

PROTECT

™

Local author releases first novel
‘Crow’s Row’ by Julie Hockley

Author Julie Hockley

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry
For an appointment call:

905-985-8363

Physiotherapy makes you STRONGER!

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

 ALSO AVAILABLE:
ACUPUNCTURE & 

MASSAGE THERAPY

By helping your body move and function to its fullest, physiotherapy 
can improve the quality of your life and make you stronger by 
improving your flexibility, freedom, mobility, 
vitality and so much more.

No referral necessary. 
Evening and early morning
appointments available.
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 The roots of the tractor pull go deep into Ontario’s agricultural soil.  And 
some of the seeds of its widespread popularity germinated in Blackstock, 
where one man’s vision helped elevate the event as a spectator favourite in 

numerous rural community fairs.  
 “I was aware of other competitions in the U.S. and in western 
Ontario, so we organized a tractor pull as part of the 1977 Blackstock 
Fair,” recalls the event’s founder, Harvey Graham. “That spirit of 
competition – whose tractor was more powerful – has always existed 
among farmers.  It was around before mechanization, when the event 
would’ve been called a horse pull!”
 A full time cash-crop farmer himself, Harvey recognized quickly 
he’d found a popular idea in staging the pull. Over 50 tractors, almost 
all of them working machines from area farms, registered for that 
initial event.
 “The second year, we moved it away from the Fair’s dates – it was 
that popular.”
 Tractor pulling requires competitors to link their machines to a 
“weight-transfer sled.” As the sled moves, its weight shifts from the 
back to the front of the sled, dramatically increasing resistance over a 
300’ course. 
 Each entry’s distance is measured once the load leaves the tractor 
motionless; the greatest distance wins, unless more than one “full pull” 
(completing the entire distance) is achieved. Then a pull-off between 

those entrants is needed.
 “There’s a great deal of skill required,” Harvey explains.  “The 
driver must find the right speed and gear to maximize the momentum 
he initially achieves. Tire pressure is also critical. And with tonnage dis-
tinguishing classes of machines, weight distribution is another impor-
tant factor. “Sometimes a pull will be decided by fractions of an inch.”

Blackstock Tractor Pull 
thunders into 35th year
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 With the popularity of tractor pulls taking off through-
out the province in the late 1970s, Harvey recognized 
another need.
 “In the interest of safety, we had to establish consistent 
rules for the pulls,” he explains. “I became the founding 
president of the Ontario Tractor Pull Association, and I’m 
proud to say we’ve never had a serious accident all these 
years.”
 He also became the “voice” of tractor pulling. “I an-
nounced at the events – did that for years.”
 When those years started to add up, Harvey made a 
decision. “It got to be too tiring, all that travel.  So I retired 
a few years ago.”
 Thirty-odd years later, that single Blackstock event 
has grown into a 27-stop circuit in Central Ontario. The 
season’s overall champion will ultimately be declared, 
with competitors accumulating points according to their 
finish at each race, similar to the rules in professional car 
racing.
 Tractor pulling has expanded its scope considerably 
from those early days.  
 “Few, if any, of the machines in a modern competi-
tion are working tractors from a farm,” Harvey explains.  
“Most of them are modified: the original engine block 
has to remain, but some can run up to 1,000 horsepower.  
And the pulls now include multiple weight-classes of 4x4 
trucks.” Harvey enthusiastically supports these develop-
ments.
 “The addition of trucks, in particular, as well as the 
movement to modified tractors, greatly increased specta-

tor interest. Those larger crowds meant the events could 
usually generate a bit of a profit for the fair, or wherever 
the event was held. And it allowed us to hand out small 
cash prizes to the winning drivers, enough to cover their 
gas and expenses. But winning is more about pride than 
dollars.”
  This year, the Blackstock tractor pull which Harvey 
Graham started will take place July 8-9 at the community’s 
fairgrounds, carrying the proud distinction of being one of 
the longest-running events of its kind in the province. 
 While he won’t be its announcer, organizer, or partici-
pant, you can bet Harvey Graham will be there to enjoy 
the action, “pulling” for yet another successful event.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

Herder Sales
QUALITY USED CARS
All certified & emissions tested

Warranty available
Good, reliable vehicles 

starting from $1900.

Looking for the Right One?
We can help you find it, at

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd.,
Port Perry 905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available

Trophies, Awards,
Corporate Promotions

Embroidery • Graphic Design
 Engraving •  Screen Printing

Pineridge Impress
905-985-2839

135 North Port Road, 
Port Perry

www.pineridgeimpress.ca

Your Name is Our Business

Making your landscape dreams a reality! 

Quality and Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Chris Adomeit
416-554-3834  • 905-982-7434
www.rollinghillslandscaping.ca

Call today!

WANT TO RELAX AND ENJOY THE SUMMER?
WHY NOT LET US DO THE YARD WORK?

FREE
ESTIMATES

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

GAS TRIMMERS
Finishing touch for a 
beautiful lawn

Beautiful lawns are STIHL’s 
specialty and we have the 
lightweight, gas-powered 
trimmers to prove it. They do 

an excellent job in all of those 
hard to reach places and, most 
importantly, will save you time and 
effort with every trimming job.

The ideal homeowner trimmer - ergonomically 
designed, powerful and lightweight.

FS 38 Gas Trimmer
*Price in effect until July 31, 2011

*
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 The roots of the tractor pull go deep into Ontario’s agricultural soil.  And 
some of the seeds of its widespread popularity germinated in Blackstock, 
where one man’s vision helped elevate the event as a spectator favourite in 

numerous rural community fairs.  
 “I was aware of other competitions in the U.S. and in western 
Ontario, so we organized a tractor pull as part of the 1977 Blackstock 
Fair,” recalls the event’s founder, Harvey Graham. “That spirit of 
competition – whose tractor was more powerful – has always existed 
among farmers.  It was around before mechanization, when the event 
would’ve been called a horse pull!”
 A full time cash-crop farmer himself, Harvey recognized quickly 
he’d found a popular idea in staging the pull. Over 50 tractors, almost 
all of them working machines from area farms, registered for that 
initial event.
 “The second year, we moved it away from the Fair’s dates – it was 
that popular.”
 Tractor pulling requires competitors to link their machines to a 
“weight-transfer sled.” As the sled moves, its weight shifts from the 
back to the front of the sled, dramatically increasing resistance over a 
300’ course. 
 Each entry’s distance is measured once the load leaves the tractor 
motionless; the greatest distance wins, unless more than one “full pull” 
(completing the entire distance) is achieved. Then a pull-off between 

those entrants is needed.
 “There’s a great deal of skill required,” Harvey explains.  “The 
driver must find the right speed and gear to maximize the momentum 
he initially achieves. Tire pressure is also critical. And with tonnage dis-
tinguishing classes of machines, weight distribution is another impor-
tant factor. “Sometimes a pull will be decided by fractions of an inch.”

Blackstock Tractor Pull 
thunders into 35th year

  JULY.FOCUS.32 copy.indd   18 6/20/11   10:25:35 AM



FOCUS - JULY 2011  19   

Concerts In The Park 

     Bring a lawn chair or blanket and enjoy a night 
under the stars Sunday evenings at the gazebo in 
Palmer Park. Remember, the concerts starts at 7 
p.m. sharp - mark your calendars now!

July 3 ...................Swing Time Melodies
July 10 .................Port Perry Seniors Choir
July 17 .................TBA
July 24 .................Oshawa Driftwood  
                              Shakespearean Players
July 31................. Swing Time Melodies

905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry

CHIROPRACTORS
Dr. Dwayne Hooper

BSc, DC
Dr. Sabrina Hooper

BA, BEd, DC

Now Offering Medical Acupuncture

®

Growing and Supporting Scugog since 1966

DE AR MEN E E

NEW!

Paula R. McMurtry
BARRISTER &  SOLICITOR

Practising in Durham 
Region Since 2002

Family Law
General Civil Litigation

174 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-982-2650 • www.mcmurtrylaw.ca



Thumbs Down - Let’s start off this month with a big, big, 
big “thumbs down” to Toronto media personalities 
who constantly refer to Port Perry, and other small 
communities outside the sprawling metropolis, as 

“sleepy little towns”. The most recent being Austin Delaney 
of CTV news who, when reporting on the effects of the 
post strike on small community newspapers last month 
said, “Port Perry – a sleepy little town northeast of Toronto 
where nothing really ever happens”. Personally, I’m sick 

we were some little hick town in the boonies where dogs 
sleep in the middle of the sidewalk and tumbleweed rolls 
along the main drag. These ‘big city’ cliches about small 
towns are annoying and more than a little boring!

Thumbs Down - A Caesarea reader asked for a 
‘thumbs down” to the thoughtless people who 

of taking them home, many are discarded at the 
box, only to litter the park. It takes no more energy to 

- so she asks everyone to be a good neighbour and 
take them home.

Thumbs Up - to the organizers of last winter’s Lake 
Scugog Pond Hockey Charity Tournament for their 
generous donation to Durham Dragons Special 
Hockey organization. The day long event at Port 

Perry’s lakefront raised a whopping $17,000, which will be 
used to assist hockey players who are developmentally 
challenged. A big slap on the back to all those involved.

Thumbs Up - to Scugog resident Margo Gadsden for 
longtime commitment to the township’s Road Watch 
program. Road Watch was set up to give area resi-
dents input about road safety issues. Margo recently 

retired after 14 years monitoring the program, saying it 
was too much work for one person. We applaud Margo for 
her concerns, commitment and efforts on behalf of Scugog 
residents. What a shame to see this pass!

Thumbs Up - She’s at it again! Cathy Dudley has started 
work on the 2012 Super Pet Calendar, a calendar 
that has become a staple in Scugog Township for 
the past seven years. Kathy, who loves animals, 

started the project as her way of supporting the local Ani-
mal Pet Shelter and has raised more than $58,000 for the 
shelter. A hearty “thumbs up” Kathy.

Thumbs Up - Finally the backhoe and shovels came out 
in Palmer Park to rectify a drainage problem that 
plagued the park for the past year and a half. So 
we’re giving a “thumbs up” to those responsible... 

better late than never!  Now we’ll just wait and see what 
happens after the next big rainfall. Hopefully nothing!

Thumbs

Little Britain
Motor Company

3rd Annual Classic British Motor Festival in Port Perry, celebrating the 
50th Anniversary of the Jaguar XKE. Be our guests and enjoy Cars/

Bikes/Buses, carriage rides and a kid activities area. 

www.discoverportperry.ca    or    www.britsonthelake.com   

Call for reservations at 905-982-1106 
or book online at www.scugogcruises.com

July 1 - Canada Day Docked Event
July 2 -   Beach Surf ‘n Turf Dinner Dance Cruise
July 8 -   Elvis Tribute Dinner Dance Cruise
July 9 - Dinner Dance Cruise
July 15 & 16 - Dinner Dance Cruise
July 22 - British Invasion Dinner Dance Cruise
July 23 - Caribbean Paradise Dinner Dance Cruise 

           Upcoming Cruises
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 
Lite Lunch Sightseeing Cruise
Wednesdays - 
Hot Lunch Cruise
Every Day except Monday - 
Sightseeing Cruise

JAMES PAPIA
Certified Arborist 
#SO-4204A              

• Tree Trimming & Pruning
• Tree & Stump Removal
• Arbor Consultation

905-982-1998
treeriffic@gmail.com
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 The notion of “migrant workers” conjures distant 
images of The Great Depression, men riding the rails 
in search of farm-based employment.  Surprisingly, the 
concept – minus the gypsy-like job seekers on boxcars – is 
still in use today.  
 In fact, it’s alive and well – right in our backyard.
“We’ll hire 11 workers from Mexico this year,” says Jor-
dan McKay of Scugog’s Willowtree Farms. “Some arrived 
in May and stay until October, but others find the spring 
and fall weather too cold, and just work the summer 
months.”
 The government-regulated “FARMS” (Foreign 
Agricultural Resource Management Services) program 
provides a conduit between prospective labourers from a 
lengthy list of countries and local employers like Wil-
lowtree Farms.
 “We registered with FARMS several years ago after 
documenting difficulty finding workers in our industry,” 
Jordan explains.  “Most North Americans don’t want that 
kind of work: 12-13 hour days through the heat of the 
summer, planting, picking, working in the fields. With 
120 acres planted, we need the hands.”
 Willowtree Farms began humbly with Rod and Mar-
lene McKay’s purchasing the property as a dairy farm in 
1969.  
 “My mother had a background farming strawberries, 

so they planted a patch. Their roadside stand expanded 
into the garage, then ultimately became the store you saw 
coming in from Highway 7A,” says Jordan.
 Both the fields and the storefront have diversified con-
siderably since those early days, maintaining a focus on 
local products. The store added meats from other Scugog-
area farms. Nearby Nature’s Bounty Farms contributed 
apples. Other fruits like raspberries and melons, as well 
as crops like tomatoes, corn, broccoli, cauliflower, beans, 
and garlic have joined the fields’ original tenant.  
 Jordan cites this diversity for one element of Wil-
lowtree’s popularity among Mexican farmhands.  
 “They enjoy the variety working here offers them,” 
he explains.  “At some farms, they’d work only a single 
crop.”
 Another aspect, which has seen a number of the same 
workers return through multiple seasons, is their onsite 
living conditions.
 “That’s another important area handled by FARMS, 
beyond the groundwork of coordinating flights and pre-
paring work visas. They stringently inspect and monitor 
the workers’ housing”.
 “We go well beyond the laws’ basic requirements. 
We’ve installed a free phone line to Mexico so our guys 
can call home, as well as Spanish-language satellite tv.  

Scugog Agriculture

Helping hands from Mexico
Willowtree Farm plants and harvest crops with  

help of migrant workers from Mexico

Please turn to page 22
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 Above - The McKay family, owners of Willowtree Farm, from left, Jordan, Marlene, Rod, Kelty and Alex.
 Opposite page - Kelty Salmon and Jose, one of the Mexican labourers, plant seedlings from the back of a special planting machine.



We include them in staff events while they’re here.”
 During their time in Canada, the workers, Jordan 
says, earn a very comfortable living by Mexican stan-
dards.
 “They’re excited to work hard, knowing their 
wages help provide a better life for their families back 
home.  That income allows them to pay for improved 
health care and university education.”
 The eleven men come from very different – perhaps 
even surprising – backgrounds. “Some are farmers or 
general labourers back home.  But we also have a con-
tractor, a college teacher, fisherman, and a cook. Those 
diverse backgrounds,” he says, “only enrich their 
contributions at Willowtree”.
 “They’re very resourceful people, many very me-
chanical. They have great intuitive sense when it comes 

Continued from page 21

22  FOCUS - JULY 2011

to fixing problems,” he adds.
 Language has not proven to be a barrier; in fact, Jor-
dan names the workers’ culture as one of the benefits his 
family has enjoyed over the years.  
 “We’ve learned some Spanish over time, and often 
find that demonstrations and pictures work well when 
we’re dealing with more sophisticated concepts.  We’ve 
absorbed some of their culinary skills, too!”
 Jordan broaches the potentially explosive topic of 
Canadian attitudes toward importing foreign workers.
 “It may hold a negative connotation in some circles, 
the idea of bringing in people from elsewhere, but it truly 
is a positive. These workers do excellent quality work, 
and their contribution helps to keep the retail cost of pro-
duce down. It’s an arrangement with benefits for worker, 
employer, and consumer.”

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

Sales & Installation
• Windows  • Doors
• Siding       • Shutters
• Sunrooms

®

182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.
www.windowstore.ca    

Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed

LET THE SUNSHINE IN…

Greenhouses



15th
Annual

Saturday July 16  
Sunday July 17, 2011

Island Road, Port Perry
Pow Wow grounds 1 km past Casino

Come out and enjoy traditional native dances, 
drum groups and displays. Over 40 different 

traditional native food and craft vendors.
Sunrise Ceremony both mornings

Grand Entry 12 noon

Bring your own lawn chairs.

MISSISSAUGAS OF SCUGOG ISLAND

POW WOW

Celebrating 
15 years

of revitalizing 
our culture

16121 Island Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-7386

We appreciate 
the diverse culture 

the First Nations bring 
to our community.

HAIR & BODY WORKS

www.scugogfirstnation.com

Scugog Memorial 
Public Library

231 Water St., 
Port Perry  

905-
985-7686

Thanks
for inviting
 Scugog to 

experience your 
15th Mississauga 

Pow Wow!

LAKE SCUGOG 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

WISHES YOU EVERY SUCCESS
THIS SPECIAL YEAR!

Everyone Welcome!

      15th Annual

Pow 
  Wow

204 Casimir St., Port Perry
www.callerygroup.com
905-985-4028

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE MISSISSAUGAS OF 

SCUGOG ISLAND FIRST NATION 
ON THE 15TH ANNUAL POW WOW

Suite 1, 1 Brock St. E., Uxbridge
905-852-9714 • www.bdo.ca

BDO Canada LLP, a Canadian limited liability partnership, is a 
member of BDO International Limited, a UK company limited by 
guarantee, and forms part of the international BDO network of 

independent member !rms. BDO is the brand name 
for the BDO network and for each of the 

BDO Member Firms.

Assurance  Accounting  Taxation  Advisory Services

On behalf 
of the Mayor 

and Councillors 
we extend best wishes 

and hopes that the 
‘Great Spirit’ 

will bless and look over 
the Scugog Island 

Pow Wow.
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 Above: Large crowds at the 1981 Greenbank Barbeque and, right, chef Jerry Hunter serving up beef.

GREENBANK’S FAMOUS

BIG BEEF BBQ

 On Friday, July 29th, Greenbank residents from near 
and afar, who have ties to the community, will gather 
once more and celebrate what is now almost a rite of 
passage for Greenbankers – the annual Greenbank Beef  
Barbeque, which celebrates its 35th later this month.
 Rod Foster, Hugh Baird and Linda Hunter sat down to 
explain the community’s biggest fundraiser, which they 
say,is the best time of the year for anyone who has called 
this little community home. 
 “The barbeque is just like a big reunion. As many 
people come to catch up with friends and old neighbours 
and acquaintances as come for the food. It’s not just a 
good supper, it’s great fun and entertainment,” says long-
time organizer Rod Foster.
 Rod, Hugh and Linda are just three of the many driv-
ing forces of the event and have been involved from day 
one. Rod does everything from advertising and organiz-
ing tickets to set up and tear down. Hugh is one of the 
star ticket sellers and Linda arranges the musical enter-
tainment for the event. They are all quick to point out 
that the Greenbank barbeque is also blessed with an army 
of volunteers.
 The Greenbank Beef Barbeque started in 1976 as a 

fundraiser for the Greenbank United Church. The first 
cooking “spit”, which held 12 hips of beef, was rented 
from a company in Stouffville and local volunteers erected 
an enclosure to hold the heat and to cook the meat. 
 The first year was a huge learning experience and a big 
success with 500 people attending. It was decided to make 
it an annual event, so shortly after the first barbeque, local 
entrepreneur Glen Till constructed a double spit cooking 
unit that would cook the meat slowly and evenly. It is still 
used at each year’s event.
 Before long the event was attracting 1,100 people and it 
was decided to limit tickets to that number, due to the size 
of the facilities and the volunteer workload. 
 The barbeque takes two months of planning and mili-
tary like precision to stage. Get the tickets, sell the tickets, 
order materials, plates, utensils, condiments, order the 
beef hips, the buns, potatoes and the mountains of beans 
needed for the pots. 
 Then there’s lining up the entertainment, building the 
barbeque oven and on the night before, wrap the meat and 
secure the 10 beef hips to the roasting spits. 
 As it comes down to the wire it’s pie baking time. For 
the record, I saw pictures of barbeques past that contained 

Greenbank getting ready to fill the  
bellies of 1,100 hungry residents
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acres of pies, of every conceivable 
type imaginable and it is a sight to 
behold. Last and not least before 
the big day dawns... pray for good 
weather.
 For the armies of volunteers, the 
day of this massive fundraiser is 
probably a blur but the day starts 

with a breakfast for the start up crew 
and then the pick up of the picnic 
tables. The crew drives around 
Greenbank and picks up the picnic 
tables out of resident’s back yards. 
How’s that for community spirit?
 The hungry crowds begin ar-
riving at 4 p.m. and the weeks and 

hours of planning and organizing fade 
away as everyone celebrates their com-
munity with great food, lots of laughter 
and the knowledge that they are support-
ing a very worthy cause.
 Rod, Linda and Hugh want to  make 
sure everyone knows what a marvelous 
group of volunteers Greenbank has and 
that they appreciate the support their 
event has been given from the surround-
ing communities. 
 Linda announces that this year’s 
entertainment is a group of Maritimers 
called Corduroy Road. Corduroy Road 
have achieved international radio airplay 
and their Country/Rock mix of old stan-
dards and new favourites will make this 
year’s barbeque lively and entertaining.
 To keep any event going for 35 years is 
a true accomplishment. To keep it fresh, 
appeal to the younger generation and 
remain relevant is amazing. 
 The Greenbank United Church Bar-
beque will celebrate this special mile-
stone as they always do – together, with 
hopefully some leftover pie. 
 Oh, and Hugh says “Get your tickets 
early”. 

By Marjorie Fleming
Focus on Scugog

     Three of the original committee when the Greenbank Barbeque started in 1976 are 
pictured here in front of the sign which advertises this popular annual event held at the 
United Church in the community. From left, Rod Foster, Hugh Baird and Mary Jean Till. 
This years’ event takes place on Friday, July 29th at the Greenbank United Church.

Standards for Living. Quality of Life.

*  One Bedroom Suites with
kitchenettes now available

*  Respite and Palliative Care
Suites

* Short Term Suites
A family owned, full service 
retirement village designed 
to meet your changing needs.

24 hour nursing services on site.

• An ORCA approved retirement residence is 
your best assurance of a well-maintained, safe, 
professional and pleasant living environment*.

Inquire
about our
move-in

incentives and
trial stays.

905-985-8660
1-800-248-0848

293 Perry Street, Port Perry
www.westshorevillage.com

Elegant LivingOverlooking 
      Lake Scugog
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 When Linda Cohoon needs a capable, savvy baby-
sitter during the summer months for her three young 
children (aged 9, 7 and 4), she knows just who to call... 
the “On Farm Childcare Program”.
 Linda helps head up a busy farm family. She and 
her husband work land on the Brock-Scugog Townline, 
close to Seagrave. They grow corn, soybean and wheat, 
as well as some beef cattle. Their farm, like most, is full 
of heavy equipment. It is a rich, wonderland of play for 
their children, but also full of potential danger. 
  “There are people in and out with machines, big 
tractors and combines, there is a lot of equipment in 
and around the farm,” explains Linda. “There are 
safety issues. A four-year-old simply sees his dad come 
in and drive to the back of the barn and takes off, and 
when they’re in a big machine they don’t always see 
them. Even if I’m cutting the grass and in the same 
area, someone might come in and I won’t see him com-
ing.” 
 Families like the Cohoon’s need access to depend-
able, affordable babysitters that understand both the 
fun and danger of farm life – and are able to adjust to a 
flexible farming schedule. 
 The Durham Farm and Rural Family Resources 
Program (DFRFR) has a solution for farming families 
like Linda. Every summer since 1989, farming families 
can utilize the On Farm Childcare Program. 
 The program provides the services of highly-
skilled students, normally 18 or older and often 
studying in areas like early childhood development, 
for on-site babysitting for farming families. The young 
women – and they are most often young women – ar-
rive at the family farm in their own vehicle at a pre-ar-
ranged time, ready to provide hours of quality child-
care, including an activity kit full of crafts and other 
surprises. 
 “It was started back in 1989 by the Bethesda Reach 
Women’s Institute,” explains Karen Barkey, On Farm 
Coordinator. “In one year they lost three young kids to 
farming accidents. It was totally their brain wave, that 
they were going to hire a student and see if he or she 
can work with some of the families.” 

  ... on the farm
Child Safety 

Clean water.  Green future.

VIO Systems
1894 Scugog St., Unit 1, 

Port Perry
905-985-4900 or 
1-888-468-1336

www.ecowater.ca

Let’s get something perfectly clear –
YOUR WATER!
We supply a complete line of equipment 
including: Water Softeners, Iron Filters, 
Reverse Osmosis, Gas Removers, 
Pumps, Ultra Violet Lamps, 
Pressure Tanks & Supplies
Low Monthly Payment Plans 
Sales • Rentals • Service

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

FREE
in Home Water Analysis.
Service to all makes of 

Water Softeners & Water 
Treatment Systems.

Free Installation on Purchased
Softeners, Ultra Violet & 

Reverse Osmosis!
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Since 1925.

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271
12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

• 48” x 52” cutting widths available
• side discharge standard 

with option to bag or mulch
• hydrolic twin levers in adjustable 

3 height positions
• true zero turn radius
• 22 & 24 hp

Kawasaki V-Twin

E-SERIES
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 The program has grown since 
then, to include three students avail-
able for on-farm babysitting this sum-
mer, with 13 families registered so far.
 “When the girls go out to the 
farms they have a huge tote full of 
crafts and activities they can do with 
the kids throughout the day,” explains 
Karen. “It’s not just babysitting, it’s 
quality child care. This year two of 
our students are going on to be teach-
ers.”
 For Linda, “the biggest thing  is 
getting relief. Sometimes my husband 
wants me to do things farm-wise, it 
frees me up without having to be con-
stantly worrying about things. I think 
it’s a great program, I think anyone 
with a farm and kids should use it.”
 That’s just what Karen Barkey 
hopes will happen. “The kids are 
underfoot, they are tagging along 
behind, or going for a ride in the trac-
tor – and my own kids love to go for 
a ride – but if they’re having to spend 
the whole day on the tractor that’s not 
ideal for anybody, even the operator is 
putting themself at risk because they 
can’t focus.”
 In fact, almost two-thirds of fatal 
farm injuries of children and youth in-
volve machinery, with tractors making 
up half of that number, according to 
the 2007 Canadian Agriculture Injury 
Report. Death by drowning is another 
huge risk, making up 35.6 per cent 
of deaths in the one to four-year-old 
age range. The report also says that 
among the children and youth who 
died in agricultural-related injuries, 70 
per cent were the children or relatives 
of the owner/operator. 
 That is a statistic that farm-
ing families know all too well. The 
On Farm Childcare Program is one 
very practical way – kept affordable 
through fundraising – of addressing 
the issue of farm safety for children. 
The program hopes to expand this fall 
with a Rural Caregiver Registry that 
will provide farming families with 
childcare outside of the May-August 
window when the On Farm Program 
operates. 
 For more information or to reg-
ister for the On Farm Program, email 
onfarm@durhamfamilyresources.org .

By Karen Stiller
Focus on Scugog

on the farm
Child Safety 

 Hannah, 9, Kendall, 7, and Wesley, 4, live on a Scugog Township farm with their parents 
Linda and Zack Cohoon, and are often under the care of a specially trained babysitter, who 
helps keep them away from the dangers of the farm.                         Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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 The Scugog Council for the Arts 
announced the winners of the 2011 
Community in the Arts Awards. The 
awards are presented annually to hon-
our those who have made outstanding 
contributions to the vibrancy of the 
arts community in Scugog. 
 In addition to recognizing the 
awards recipients, the SCA has also 
acknowledged the wealth of local artis-
tic talent by commissioning the 2011 
presentation pieces from local artist, 
Leanne Ryan-Jordan.

Business for the Arts Award  
- Sam Chiusolo:  This award rec-
ognizes a business that has shown an 
exemplary spirit of investment to the 
arts in Scugog.  

Kent Farndale Patron of the Arts 
Award - Fran Herder:  In recogni-
tion of the overwhelming dedication to 
the arts shown by Kent Farndale, this 
award has been named in her honour 

and recognizes an individual who has 
shown an outstanding level of support 
to the arts in Scugog.  

Artist for the Arts Award  
- Bonnie Thomson:   The Artist for 
the Arts Award recognizes an individu-
al artist who has shown significant sup-
port and involvement, not only in their 
own discipline but also in multiple 
areas of the arts throughout Scugog.  

New Artist in the Community 
- Jason Kozlowski: This award recog-
nizes an artist who has newly estab-
lished themselves in the community 
and has demonstrated a high level of 
support for the arts in Scugog within 
that time. The artist may literally be a 
new resident of Scugog, or be newly 
practicing art in Scugog.

Young Artist in the Community 
- Karina Bray: This award celebrates 
an outstanding young artist in any dis-

cipline and serves as a reminder that 
the potential and future of the arts will 
be realized by our youth. 
 
Educator in the Arts - Music  
Teachers of R.H. Cornish
This award recognizes teachers and 
schools in the education system, who 
have demonstrated a commitment to 
and passion for the arts through their 
profession, making a significant cultural 
contribution to the school and general 
community. 

2011 Literary Contest Winners!
 Adult fiction
 1. Susan Croft - Alec’s Girl, 2. 
Diana Rigby - The Family Heirloom, 3. 
Yvonne Hess - The Promise, Honor-
able Mention Michael Khashmanian 
- Switch
 Adult Poetry:
 1. Greer Roberts - Elephant in the 
Room, 2. Barb Hunt - Being Showered, 
3. Barbara Ponomareff - Lake Scugog.

SCA recognizes local Arts Awards Winners

10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry
905-985-8474
www.gusbrownportperry.com 

We can put you in your ideal car, truck or SUV today!

Our dedicated sales staff are 
here to make your auto shopping 

experience fun, easy 
and fi nancially advantageous.

Give us a call!

BILL BRUNNOCK
Sales Consultant

bill@gusbrown.com

KEN O’REILLY

Sales Consultant

kenoreilly@gusbrown.com

LIZ BLACKSales Consultantlizblack@gusbrown.com

JOHN CARTERBusiness Managerjohncarter@gusbrown.com

GARY COCHRANE
Sales Consultant

gcochrane@gusbrown.com
MIKE ADAM

General Sales Manager

mikeadam@gusbrown.com
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 Chris Near of Huntsville, was the winner in the C1 Class and is 
seen here making his way along a stretch of the Nonquon River near 

 Overcast skies didn’t deter the 72 canoers and kay-
akers registered for “Canoe the Nonquon”, but before 
the first competitor crossed the finish line hours later, 
most were soaked to the skin.
 Despite the weather, organizers were pretty pleased 
with the turnout and the fact that everyone arrived 
back safe and sound. “We had more early- outs this 
year than in the past, but we made about $4,500 from 
registration and $700 from the Silent Auction,” said 
Shannon Kelly.
 Following are the winners in each of the classes:
17 & Under - Katheryn Churchill/Xander Huggins.
40 or Older - Ann DeBrouwer/Sandy McVicar
C1 - Chris Near
C2 - Gord Cole/Danny Herr.
Family Jr. & Sr. - Heinz and Travis Kuck
K2 - Bill and Carrie Lanning
Kayak, Jr. - Emily Gavey
Kayak, Men - Ron Coulson
Kayak, Women - Jennifer Thompson
Men - Cameron and Bill Haynes
Mixed Couples - Stephen and Lynn Hebert
River Only - Larissa and Lisa Cordick
Women - Lynn Macnab and Karen Kingston

Wet ride for Canoe 
the Nonquon race

 It takes a lot of volunteers to operate Canoe the Nonquon 
and the above ladies, from left, Shannon Kelly, Sandy Denby and 

 Left bottom, John Mackey and his daughter Madison paddle 
their way along a quiet section of the Nonquon River before the 
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THE LOST CITY OF THE INCAS

Number six in the series of the ‘New Seven Wonders 
of the World” are the Inca ruins at Machu Picchu, which is 

-

-

-

-

Spectacular view of the ruins of Machu Picchu high in the Andes Mountains of Peru.               Photo by Jonathan van Bilsen
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to subside and was nothing more than a dull ache in the 
back of my head. I made my way to the town square and 
spent the rest of the afternoon sitting quietly watching with 
fascination the descendants of the Inca People.

The next morning I arose at four and went to the 
train station to catch the only train to Machu Picchu. After 
spending several hours winding through the mountains we 
arrived at the town of Machu Picchu, located at the base 
of two mountains named Machu Picchu and Huayna Pic-
chu (old mountain and young mountain). 

For the adventurous, trekking is the way to go and 
after four days of climbing through dense jungles, along 
narrow paths and swatting off insects, nothing beats the 
sight of the sun rising over the temples at the Lost City of 
the Incas. 

The spectacle makes you forget the cold, damp nights 
spent in a small tent as well as the hastily prepared meals 

a 30 minute bus ride takes you from the town up to the 
ruins.

There are several hotels and rooms to rent in the 
village of Machu Picchu as well as the Sanctuary Lodge 
adjacent to the site. The new lodge although quite luxuri-

My guide, Darwin, is a professor of archaeology at the 
University of Cusco and was amazingly thorough in his 
explanations of everything that pertains to the archaeo-
logical site. He explained in great detail about the Incas in 
their ability to cultivate the land into prosperous farms. He 
went on to praise their engineering ability in the construc-
tion of this vast city so high in the mountains. 

The minute you lay eyes on the archaeological com-
plex you realize the harmony it has with the natural beauty 
of the surrounding environment.

The Lost City of the Incas was built in the mid-1400s 
over a period of 50 years. It was only inhabited for 100 
years and it is believed that its residents died from small-
pox as a result of the Spanish invasion. There is no record 
of the Spanish having visited the site so the manner in 
which the natives disappeared is mere speculation.

It did not take long for the jungles to reclaim their land 
and the city lay dormant until 1911 when Hiram Bingham, 
from Yale University, announced to the world that he had 
discovered the ruins of Machu Picchu. 

Many questions arose over the discovery, especially 

since the local inhabitants showed Bingham the way. Little 
care was taken in excavation and the world began to lose 
interest when it was announced that there was no riches 
to be found anywhere near the site.

The Peruvian government challenged the statements 
and spent many decades arguing that Bingham’s expedi-
tion did in fact discover gold artefacts, which had been 
moved out of the country. Finally, in the 1970s Yale Uni-
versity admitted to having hundreds of relics from Machu 
Picchu locked safely in its storage cellars. To date the 
Peruvian government is still negotiating for their return.

Machu Picchu was a religious site and in its center 

the sun, twice a year during the equinox, rose over the 
mountains, shone through three windows and perfectly 
illuminated the altar. 

When I asked Darwin why a corner of the altar was 
missing, his face went red with anger. He explained how 
several years ago the government granted a permit to a 

and smashed a corner. Clearly Darwin was upset by the 
event and he shook his head in disgust.

Machu Picchu is an amazing architectural feat. Before 
any building could commence the Incas had to have 
cleared the dense vegetation. Next they would have had 
to make precise mathematical measurements taking into 
consideration geology, erosion and rainfall in order to sup-
ply the city with drinkable water. 

The city was built by thousands of people who along 
with the many buildings constructed roads to bring sup-
plies up the mountain, barns to store food and rest sta-
tions along the way.

I found the Spanish people of Peru to be among the 
friendliest in the world. The ruins of Machu Picchu are a 
must for anyone who seeks adventure and knowledge 
among their travels. A visit to Machu Picchu is a once-in-
a-lifetime experience.

I had planned to visit the seventh wonder of the 
world, Petra in Jordan, around the time when this issue 
is printed, but recent events in the Middle East made it 

the new ‘Seven Wonders of the World’.
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Mari-Ann Britt, DD

DENTURE CLINIC
Your Smile Makeover Specialist

Mari-Ann Britt, 

Get Your14500 Simcoe St., Unit 2  (McDonald’s Plaza)
Port Perry
Fax: 905-982-2088

• Private Waiting Room
• Same Day Repairs & Relines

• Teeth Whitening
• Mouth Guards

• Implant Retained Dentures 
• Full/Partial Dentures
• Permantly Retained Dentures

905-982-2087



   
 

Scugog ?What’ s Up`

Dates:  Saturday, July 16 
 Sunday, July 17
Grand Entry: 12 noon both days
Location: 22521 Island Rd., Scugog Island,  
1 km past Great Blue Heron Charity Casino
Information

One of the most exciting and colour-
ful events of the summer takes place 

later this month as the Mississau-
gas of Scugog Island hold their 
15th annual Pow Wow. The 
public is invited to attend and 
watch the grand entry, experi-
ence traditional native dances 
and drum groups, and enjoy 
the native crafts and displays. 

Bring along a lawn chair for 
your comfort.

MISSISSAUGA’S 

POW POW

HIGHLANDS OF 
DURHAM GAMES

Dates: Saturday & Sunday July 23, 24
Location: Elgin Park, Uxbridge
Information: call 1-888-253-5552 or
email: info@highlandsofdurhamgames.com

This is the 16th annual Celtic Festival 
and celebration with a touch of Old 
Scotland. Enjoy two days of traditional 
Scottish entertainment, including a 
massed band performance, livestock 
shows, heavy events, car shows and 
lots of Celtic fare. Don’t miss this excit-
ing weekend. Visit the Highlands of 
Durham Games.

Blacktock Truck  
& Tractor Pull

Get set for sights, sounds and smells of 
Scugog’s biggest and best Truck and Tractor 
Pull in Blackstock. See some of the area’s 

and hot stock trucks compete in this exciting 
event.
Dates: Friday & Saturday, July 8, 9 
Start Time: Friday 7:30 p.m. & Saturday 7:00 
p.m.
Location: Blackstock Fairgrounds
Admission: Adults - $10. Children 12 & under 
- $4.  Two-day pass $15. 

Dogs and their owners will not want to miss the 

day for the entire family. It has grown to be the 
largest dog day in Durham Region. Featuring 
Ontario Dock Dogs, agility demonstrations, 
disc dogs, contests, fashion shows and more. 

Dates: Saturday, July 16, Sunday, July 17
Location: Scugog Shores Museum
Admission: $7.00 adults, $5 students/ 
seniors. Family weekend passes $20. 
Children under 12 free.

DOG DAYS
    of 
Scugog
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“Life’s better at the Villa!”

15987 Simcoe St., Port Perry • 905-985-3312 • www.portperryvilla.ca
Visit our website 

for all of our upcoming events.

Scugog’s long-time neighbourhood friend 
and retirement community.

Would you like a Tour of the Villa?
Drop in, see Debbie Armstrong and she will give you a 

personal tour, fi ll you in on the countless activities at the Villa 
and share the surprisingly affordable rates available.

Back for the summer of 2011
“SWINGIN SUMMER CONCERT” SERIES

Palmer Park at the Rotary Gazebo Stage 
   Wednesday Nights from 7pm - 8pm

JULY 6
Irwin Smith

JULY 20
Balladere

Bring your lawn chair 
and enjoy some of 
Durham’s most 
requested
entertainment.

JULY 13
Scott Handel

JULY 27
Saddle Blue Trio

FREE!
ENJOY!



29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

TORONTO STREET 15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

STOUFFVILLE SUNDERLAND 26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161
Other locations 
to serve you:

OUR DENTAL TEAM –
CREATING A POSITIVE DENTAL EXPERIENCE
Our friendly, compassionate,well-trained staff is ready to get to know you and your specifi c 
dental concerns. We consider you not just a new patient, but a new friend to our practice.

905-985-7777  • www.thedentalcentre.ca
15930 Old Simcoe Road, Port Perry

   “Your Con! dent Smile is Our Goal.”

WELCOMING YOU WITH WARM SMILES!

    DAY TRIPPIN’ 2011

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

Niagara
Fallsview Casino

July 18
Only $15.00 pp
(includes buffet)

  Pickering Ajax Oshawa Port Perry
Wed.  Depart 7:45 am 7:55 am 8:30 am 8:50 am
 Return 5:20 pm 5:10 pm 4:50 pm 4:30 pm

Thurs. Depart 1:45 pm 1:55 pm 2:30 pm 2:50 pm
 Return 11:20 pm 11:10 pm 10:50 pm 10:30 pm

Fri. Depart xxxxxx 2:55 pm 3:30 pm 3:50 pm
 Return xxxxxx 1:10 am 12:50 am 12:30 am

Sat. Depart 2:15 pm 2:25 pm 3:00 pm 3:20 pm
 Return 1:05 am 12:45 am 12:35 am 12:15 am

CASINO RAMA
SCHEDULE

MULTI-DAY TOURS
Nov. 29-30 Daniel O’Donnell & Mary Duff, Niagara Falls                                  

July 9 St. Jacobs Country
July 12 Parry Sound 30,000 Islands Cruise
Aug. 10 “Blood Brothers” - Penetanguishene
Aug. 16 Steak out in Orillia!!!!!!
Aug. 18 “Sexy Laundry” - Stirling
Aug. 20 Niagara Falls Outlet Mall Shopping, NY 
Aug. 21 Seneca Niagara Casino, NY
Aug. 23 Heart of the Islands, Kingston Cruise

Seneca
Niagara Casino

July 24
Only $25.00 pp

Aug. 24 “Come Fly Away” Frank Sinatra - Toronto
Sept. 9 Woodbine Races
Sept. 10 Walden Galleria, Buffalo, NY Shopping
Sept. 15 “My Fair Lady” - Shaw Festival
Sept. 18 “Steel Magnolias” - 
 Mohawk Dinner Theatre
Sept. 27 Hutchinson House & Luncheon Cruise
Oct. 19 “Grapes of Wrath” - Stratford
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233 Queen St. Port Perry   (905) 985-2543     

The Best Prices 
On the finest mouldings in the 

world! 
 

50% Off 
our Top 50 Larson Juhl 

wood custom picture frames 
 

25% Off  
all other Larson Juhl wood 

custom picture frames 
 

Valid until September 30/2011 
 

 

Your Family Treasures Deserve 
the Finest Frames in the World 

 

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE
238 Queen St., Downtown Port Perry  •  905.985.8451  •  www.iluvmydentist.com
Dr. J. Cottrell, Dr. J. Hardy, Dr. C. Banfield, Dr. J. Isenberg, Dr. E. King (Orthodontist), Dr. T. McIntyre (Periodontist)

Winner of Readers’ Choice Award for Best Dental Office

Back to school shopping

Hair Cut

Dental Check-up
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox

our cover 
   Scugog Township has two excel-
lent fall fairs, one held last week in 
Blackstock and a repeat perfor-
mance this Labour Day weekend 
in Port Perry.  So as summer be-
gins to wind down, this is a great 
way for the family to get together 
one more time before the kids 
head off to school.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Church is not to blame for balloons
 I have read the ‘Thumbs’ in your August 2011 Focus 
issue. I understand the concerns of the writer regard-
ing the balloons and the environment. Unfortunately 
the church is not to blame here. The fault is from lack of 
education and also perhaps the neglect of the seller of the 
balloons and the helium provider.
 As a balloon artist, our company educates our con-
sumers about balloons. Most balloons available today are 
from Qualatex. If the balloons used for this event were 
not ‘made in China’ then they are completely safe for the 
environment. 
 Qualatex balloons are biodegradable and when left 
behind they do not leach anything into the environment, 
rather they disintegrate from the sun and atmosphere, 
just like an oak leaf. Here is an informative link – http://
www.balloonhq.com/BalloonCouncil/facts.html#litter .
 Qualatex is a Canadian/American company that 
makes their balloons right in Canada and United States.
 Helium in a balloon, accidentally released, will go up 
into the atmosphere, freezes and explodes into tiny pieces, 
not a risk to an animal if they eat a piece of the balloon. 
Most healthy animals will not eat the balloon. Balloons in 
the right hands, can be a great asset to any event!

Cynthia Hiatt
Big Eddies Balloons

Vandals destroy Caesarea memorial
Dear Editor: 
 My home was vandalized over the Caesarea Regatta 
weekend and I can only hope the damage wasn’t done 
by anyone who resides in our village.
 There were quite a number who wreaked havoc Sat-
urday night (Aug. 6) and early Sunday morning - smash-
ing a car window and smashing our cement statue. This 
was no childish prank and I have to ask, “what in God’s 
earth were you hooligans thinking?”
 The statue had just been refurbished, with countless 
hours of toil, in time for a “Celebration of Life” which 
we held for my husband Reg, on June 25 this year. The 
statue had been up for only five weeks before some van-
dals decided it would be fun to destroy.
 It may have only been a statue to you, but the heart-
aches you caused by destroying this statue in my late 
husband’s memory will never go away for his family. It 
was a good thing I calmed down before writing.

Rene Renouf
Caesarea

LETTERS CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Paula R. McMurtry
BARRISTER &  SOLICITOR

Practising in Durham Region Since 2002

Family Law
General Civil Litigation

174 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-982-2650 • www.mcmurtrylaw.ca

View the fruits of the orchard and vineyard by 
guided wagon tour. Learn how to determine 
when the fruit is ready to pick...  and more.
A brief winery tour and wine tasting 
are included. 
(Non-alcoholic juice sampling for the 
children, wine tasting is open to those 
persons 19 years of age or older.)

NO CHARGE
An OCALA family event.

September 17 & 18, 2011
Sat: 10 am–5 pm  •  Sun: Noon–5 pm

971 High Point Rd., 
Port Perry • 905-985-9924

(West at Scugog Line 2, follow the signs)
www.ocalawinery.com

Ocala WineryOcala Winery

 Focus on Scugog learned, just as it 
was going to press for this issue, that 
Port Perry has been indentified as 
one of the top 10 historic downtowns 
in Ontario.
 Scugog Chamber of Commerce 
general manager Kenna Kozak was 

notified of the recognition August 17, 
and asked to provide pictures of the 
downtown for a short feature about 
the community.
 The report, containing the list 
of communities, in alphabetical 
order, can be seen on the Ministry 

of Economic Department and Trade 
website in the “Ontario Business Re-
port,” at:  http://ontariobusinessreport.
com/en/index.asp .
 Congratulations to the entire Port 
Perry business community for this 
important recognition.

Downtown Port Perry one of Ontario’s ten best
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  ‘Brits On The Lake’ returned to Port 
Perry last month, and so did the rain. For 
the third consecutive year, rain failed to 
dampen the enthusiasm of the partici-
pants and spectators.
 One of the highlights, aside from the 
220 plus cars that were showcased along 
Queen St., was the arrival of Prince Wil-
liam and his new bride Kate.
 Ryan Edgar (Prince William) and 
Virginia Soave (Kate) made their grand 
entrance in a horse drawn carriage just 
as the skies opened, dropping a wall of 
water onto the street.
 Despite the rain, the street was 
packed for most of the day, as people 
darted in and out of the showers 
throughout the afternoon.
 For more pictures see page 21. Find 
even more pictures on the Focus website 
at - www.focusonscugog.com .

‘Brits On The 
Lake’ gets the 
Royal treatment

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Lukes for Home
207 Queen Street, Port Perry

905.985.3011
www.lukesforhome.com

15-50% off all ! oor models  •  10% off custom orders
Saturday Sept. 3 to Sunday Sept. 18. 

168-178 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2521   • www.brocks.ca

• Regular and Petite

• Straight Leg, Boot Cut,
Skinny and Jeggings!

• In size 0 to 20!



Please turn to page 38

Ten years after the horrific terrorist attacks   on the World Trade Center in New York City,  
the memories of that day still haunt   two Scugog women who were there.

“Twenty four hours earlier, I was in 
tower one training sales managers.”Pam Hollett:

 The emotional scars may never fully heal, but Pam Hollett can finally look back at 
that unforgettable day terrorists flew two large passenger planes into the towers of the 
World Trade Center in New York City, knowing that life truly does go on.
 It has been almost 10 years since Pam underwent what she calls the “most life 
changing experience I could ever imagine.”
    “I lost nine friends, two of which were my closest. But I was only a friend – their 
spouses and families have been through hell,” she wrote in a letter to a friend a year 

ago, the first time she had been able to express her feelings publicly.
  Beyond that letter, Pam has spoken little about the days and weeks following 
9/11. But now on the eve of the 10th anniversary, she agreed to speak with Focus  
on Scugog and look back on the experience, despite concerns. Her hesitance was 
that she doesn’t want to be perceived as exploiting the memory of her friends who 
parished, but rather to speak out about the events of that day so that the world 

will always remember what happened and the event stays fresh in our minds.  
 Pam was born in Providence, Rhode Island,  but spent her early childhood 
shuffling back and forth between Washington D.C. and New York City.  It wasn’t 
until she was 17-years old and on her own that she  finally took up permanent 
residence in “the big apple.” Here she finished her schooling – graduating from 
university as a “fine artist.”
      But it didn’t take long for this vivacious young woman to realize it would 
be very difficult to make a living as an artist, so she shifted careers, entering the 
glamorous world of make-up. For the next 12 years, she worked for ad agen-
cies, being assigned to some of the world’s leading fashion centres – working 
on both advertising and glamour shoots.
         For a young woman living in New York it was an exciting time. By 
chance, she was invited to join a group of nine friends, who spent their week-
ends during the summer months living at a Hampton beach house. The Hamp-

tons is a popular seaside resort community with some of the most expensive 
residential properties in America.
 Looking back today she admits it was a very superficial lifestyle – al-
though at the time the carefree weekends hanging out with good friends was 

a blast. But those good times, laced with laughing, drinks and music, came 
to an abrupt halt on September 11, 2001. 

       Starting out early that infamous Tuesday morning, Pam recalls hav-
ing travelled from her Upper West Side apartment, to The Plaza Hotel 
in midtown, for a meeting with a client. When she arrived at the hotel, 
she asked the desk clerk to call her client’s room, and it was then she 
first learned about a large airliner having crashed into one of the 
World Trade Center towers.   
        Arriving in her client’s room a few minutes later, the two wom-
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Please turn to page 34

Ten years after the horrific terrorist attacks   on the World Trade Center in New York City,  
the memories of that day still haunt   two Scugog women who were there.

For 37-year-old, Heather Knopp, the stinging memories of September 11, 2001 will 
never fade away. A catastrophe that at the time she could only describe as “armaged-
don” has forever changed the way she views the world and the way she lives her life. 

 We all have recollections of what has become commonly referred to as 
“9/11”, but for Heather – who was living just blocks from the World Trade Center 
when the towers collapsed – the memory still haunts her to this day.

With the 10th anniversary of the tragedy looming, Heather agreed to discuss 
the details and emotional aftermath of that fateful morning, despite the painful tug it 
permanently holds on her heart. Everyone who was there to witness the attacks has 
their own story, their own grief to deal with and their own demons to fight, Heather 
explains, but despite the despair and suffering, she says the unbelievable triumph 
of the human spirit is what truly resonates.   

“The humanity in people really came out,” Heather says, her eyes glistening 
with tears as she recalls the fleeting moments after the two towers had burned 
to the ground. “People were holding on to one another and stopping to help one 
another.” 

Without a doubt, she insists, her most vivid memory of the day was the walk 
home from her workplace in Manhattan, only 10 short blocks from the World Trade 
Center. Joining the slow-moving crowd of people leaving Manhattan, Heather 
made the long, emotional trek across the Brooklyn Bridge.

She explained that the subway had shut down and the roads were blocked off, 
making walking her only option. 

Despite the shock and utter devastation of the events that had just unfolded, 
Heather says she’ll never forget the sense of calmness that fell over the city. “It was 
so quiet, eerily quiet” she recalls. “You could hear sirens but once you crossed the 
water everyone was silent. We’re all just moving forward. No one was talking. 
Everything was at a complete standstill.” 

Heather hardly recognized the city she had come to love and call home. 
“Everything was smothered in white ash,” she says, once again choking back 
tears. “New York was no longer a canvas of colours.” 

The bright lights, the vibrant people and the eccentric, exciting culture of 
New York – the city’s ‘canvas of colours,’ as Heather calls it – was what ini-
tially enticed her to pack up and leave her family, friends and the comforts 
of home and move to the Big City – seven years earlier. 

Born in Peterborough, Heather moved to Port Perry in her se-
nior year of high school. Her striking features and obvious beauty 
suggested a career in modelling so at the age of 18 she entered 
a modelling competition, which had her travelling off to Los 
Angeles and, soon after, living in Paris and Greece. 

After living abroad for half a year, she returned to Port 

“We thought it was armageddon, we 
didn’t know what would happen next”.Heather Knopp:
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Raising a final cup to a 
welcomed retirement
 After ten years of running the Boardwalk Café at 
Port Perry Marina, Deb Storms and Al Fulford have 
decided to retire, hang up their aprons and enjoy a little 
bit of downtime. 
 Said Deb “I still want to work, but not as many 
hours as we have been. A restaurant is seven days a 
week and you never really leave it. It’s time for Al and I 
to slow down a bit.”
 Deb worked at Hank’s Pastries for 23 years and 
did double duty with the Boardwalk Café for seven of 
those. While she did her shift at Hank’s, Al manned the 
fort at the Boardwalk Café and then when her day was 
over, she went to work at her own place. It’s no wonder 
they want to slow down –  although they will miss their 
customers badly.  
 The affable couple cannot believe the number of 
friends they have made over the years of running their 
restaurant. “We have made some life long friends here. 
We have also watched our staff grow; Kirsten, Hayley, 
Nicole and Stephanie are almost like our own children 
and we have watched them grow into fine people,” Deb 
says.
 Although the Café is busier than it has ever been, 
thanks in a large part to the wonderful boardwalk along 

 Al Fulford and Deb Storms say farewell to the Boardwalk Café.

the lake, Deb and Al felt it was time to move on. 
 Health issues, seven day work weeks and long, cold 
winters with too few customers made them decide that 
this would be their last year. So much in their business 
is weather related and our long winters made for some 
very long, hard days for both of them.
 What’s next for them? Al’s quick response was “A 
month of rest.” Deb wants to spend more time with her 
grandchildren and then maybe work part time. Both 
want to focus on their health and get some much needed 
rest.
 Most of all, they look forward to being ‘normal’ 
people – people who work during the week and have 
weekends off to enjoy their families.  
 ‘Normal’ is not a word I would use to describe Deb 
and Al, but we wish them all the very best in whatever it 
is they find themselves doing after life at the Boardwalk 
Café.

By Marjorie Fleming
Focus on Scugog

905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry
www.yourhealthchiro.ca

CHIROPRACTIC & ACUPUNCTURE
Dr. Dwayne Hooper BSc, DC  /  Dr. Sabrina Hooper BA, BEd, DC

Registered Massage 
Therapy available 

September 1

CLEARWATER
POOLS & SPAS

CLEARWATER
POOLS & SPAS
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Changing

 The long anticipated and awaited SmartCentres 
development west of town finally opened last month, but 
it’s expected that after all the hype settles, both residents 
and visitors to the town will return to support our much 
envied and needed businesses.
 Change is inevitable and once again this month there 
are a few changes to the business community.
 It was disappointing to learn a couple of longtime 
Port Perry business people have packed it in. Deb Storms 
and Al Fulford retired recently from their Boardwalk Cafe 
restaurant, which was located at Port Perry Marina. Al 
and Deb operated the popular cafe for about 10 years.  It 
will continue to operate by the owners of the marina.
 Patrons of Coffee Culture in the Southgate Plaza, on 
Simcoe St. south will be saddened to hear that this relax-

ing eating spot has closed. The store closed on August 24 
after four years serving the community. It had been oper-
ated for the past 1 1/2 years by Sue MacKay.
 A little north of downtown Port Perry, Old Simcoe 
Convenience opened recently in the plaza at 15930 Old 
Simcoe Road. This end of town has long awaited the 
convenience of a variety store and we’re sure it will be 
welcomed by those living north of the downtown.
 C.W. Coops closed its doors last month after the un-
fortunate death of one of the owners. As of press time it 
was still unknown if the restaurant will re-open. 
 Port Perry Medical Supplies Ltd., operated by Ken 
and Valerie Wright, expect to open their store in the Food 
Basics plaza at 1894 Scugog Street in mid-September.
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A SINGLE DREAM. 

50 Water Street, Port Perry
905-985-1998

BARBERICKSTYLISTRICKS
Your Family Hair Care Centre

DIANNE HOOKER
Sales Representative

R.M.R.
REAL  ESTATE 
BROKERAGE

1894 Scugog Street, 
Port Perry Plaza
www.dhooker.ca

905-985-9777
14500 Simcoe Street, Port Perry

905-982-1122

Lake Scugog 
Historical Society

905-985-3658

                     905-985-9425
172 Northport Rd., Port Perry

FLOAT

SERVICE

Computerized Accounting  Service

nwestaccounting@wcshighspeed.com

11490 Simcoe Street, Port Perry
905-985-0195

3-182 Northport Rd., Port Perry
905-982-0226

uxporttoolwarehousecom

sales • service • supplies • rentals

68 Water Street, Port Perry
Across from the tennis courts

905-985-8807
Movie and Game Rentals and more....

The iconic image of Terry running along long and lone-
ly roads during the 143 days of his Marathon of Hope 
does not convey the full picture of that historic effort. If the 
photographer were to widen his lens, there would appear 
the tens, hundreds, even thousands of Canadians lining 
those very roads cheering Terry on and taking inspiration 
from his example.

It has become a fall tradition in Canada to gather your 
friends and family, lace on your shoes, bring your pledge 
sheets and attend your favourite Terry Fox Run site.

Run, walk, rollerblade or bike in honour of Terry Fox, 
and help raise money for cancer research!

TEAM UP FOR TERRY
Team Up
      ...with your colleagues
Team Up
      ...with your family and friends
Team Up
      ...with your social club or athletic group
Team Up
      ...to celebrate, honour and remember loved ones

The Terry Fox Run for Cancer Research
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 A WORLD OF HOPE.

PALMER PARK AT THE GAZEBO
QUEEN ST. & WATER ST., PORT PERRY

 START: 9:00 a.m.
Pre-start warm up

Wheelchair accessible, bicycles and rollerblading. 

There is no pre-registration so please show up 
at least a 1/2 hour before the start time 

working together
      to outrun cancer

159 Casimir Street, Port Perry
905-985-4352

LAKEVIEW 
BEER & WINE

110 Water Street, Port Perry
905-982-1600

905-985-9650
www.portperrytrailer.com

PORT PERRY TRAILER RENTALS
DIV. OF ROBERT E. LEE ENTERPRISES INC.

20-22 Water Street, Port Perry
905-985-1210

Family 

Red RibbonRed Ribbon

ALL DAY BREAKFAST

Family 
Restaurant

4 River Street, Seagrave
905-985-8962

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES

14500 Simcoe St. S., Unit #4 
Port Perry    •   905-982-0134

Dr. Miroslava Smochko D.D.S.
Primitive Furniture & Country Decor
You’re So Country

1874 Scugog Street, Unit 3, Port Perry
905-982-1900

Sunday September 18, 2011, Port Perry
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 Donald Kerr of Port Perry was one of 19 persons from 
across Ontario to receive the Minster of Veterans Affairs 
Commendation on July 27 at an impressive ceremony 
held in Mississauga.
 This is awarded to individuals, who in an exemplary 
way,  contributed either to the care and well-being of vet-
erans or to the remembrance of the sacrifices and achieve-
ments of Canadians in armed conflict.
 Mr. Kerr, a well known figure around Scugog,  is a 
retired major of the Canadian Forces who served during 
the Second World War. He was also an aide de camp to 
two former lieutenant governors of Ontario. 
 In 1999, under the auspices of the Dominion Institute, 
Mr. Kerr began speaking to countless public and high 
school students in the Greater Toronto Area about the 
sacrifices of Canadians in war. 
 In 2005, Mr. Kerr sensed a waning interest among the 
youth he spoke to, so he decided to produce a DVD of the 
Canadian Forces in action. He viewed more than 100,000 
feet of film at the Library and Archives in Ottawa and 
ultimately was able to produce a DVD which commanded 
the attention of youth. The DVD was also made available 
to Veterans as well as Legion branches, where it has been 

shown to hundreds of school children, service clubs and 
other organizations across Canada. 
 A tremendous amount of effort and time was 
involved in assembling details, photos, etc., in order to 
produce this first-class DVD which honours the Cana-
dian Forces.
 Mr. Kerr is seen above being presented a framed 
commendation from Canada’s Minister of Veteran Af-
fairs, Steven Blaney.

Don Kerr recognized for  
his tireless work on behalf  
of Canadian war veterans

Standards for Living. Quality of Life.

*  One Bedroom Suites with
kitchenettes now available

*  Respite and Palliative Care
Suites

* Short Term Suites
A family owned, full service 
retirement village designed 
to meet your changing needs.

24 hour nursing services on site.

• An ORCA approved retirement residence is 
your best assurance of a well-maintained, safe, 
professional and pleasant living environment*.

Inquire
about our
move-in

incentives and
trial stays.

905-985-8660
1-800-248-0848

293 Perry Street, Port Perry
www.westshorevillage.com

Elegant LivingOverlooking 
      Lake Scugog
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We offer Inside Storage, 
            Covered Storage and 
         Outside Storage for 
     Boats, Trailers and 
Motor Homes up to 40.’

495 Carnegie Beach Road
Port Perry

905-985-8200
www.scugogislandmarina.ca

Scugog

30 minutes to Lindsay 
via the Trent Canal

Your hosts
Frank & Connie

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR BOAT WINTERIZING
OR BOAT STORAGE

Winterizing Packages
starting as low as $72.50

Storage Packages
       as low as $45.00 per month

 The Port Perry Fair gets under-
way this Saturday September 3, but 
things really get into full swing on 
Sunday. Exhibits will be on display in 
the home craft building and the fam-
ily rodeo and midway all get under-
way in the morning. Then at noon, 
the beef and 4-H Dairy Show begins, 
the beer tent opens with entertain-
ment throughout the day and a beef 
auction takes place at 4 p.m.
 Of course one of the biggest 
attractions is the Sunday Harness 
Horse Racing starting at 1 p.m. Also 
taking place about the same time is 

an extrication demonstration by the 
Scugog Fire Department.
 At 6 p.m., another demolition 
derby will take place across from the 
grandstand. Once again, this attracts 
large crowds so come early.
 Sunday night winds up with great 
music in the entertainment shelter 
provided by Settlers Creek Band and 
Dean Brody.
 Monday is another big day with 
a pet show, more displays in the 
fair buildings, junior dairy, heavy 
horse and Ontario County Holstein 
shows throughout the morning. At 

10:45 a.m. the Family Rodeo returns, 
followed by the ever popular Rodeo 
Bull Riding.
 The action continues all afternoon 
with the midway in full swing, a 
fiddle contest and the horse pull.
 Admission fees are: Adults $10 
day, Weekend Pass $18, Children $4 
day, Pre-schoolers ‘free’ and Parking 
$3 per day.
 For full details, times and infor-
mation about the Port Perry Fair, a 
schedule of events is available on-
line at: www.portperryfair.ca/sched-
ule.html

Come to the Port Perry Fair this weekend

burgers. Bottom, Glen VanCamp, Bob 
and Wendy Strickert and Mike Fowler 
keep an eye on Aquarama riders.

Port Perry  
Rotary Club  

annual fundraiser a 
crowd pleaser for 

both riders  
and spectators!

Kimmie Morell clocked a time of 162 seconds on her ride around the course.

Aquarama  makes
a  big  splash!
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For The Record...

4. Your favourite home-cooked meal
 Cooking is something that I don’t do very often so I have 
to throw my mind back a bit. I used to love roast beef din-
ners when I was younger. My favourite these days is probably 
a holiday turkey dinner.

5. Things that you like most about living in Port Perry / 
Scugog Township?
 I love the people here! They are warm and they care so 
much about their town; they really take part. Growing up in 
a city like London, I never really had the chance to experi-
ence what it’s like to belong to a community. I have gotten 
to know more people in Port Perry in just three years than I 
have ever known anywhere else I have lived.

6. What person or persons do you 
admire and would like to meet?
 My three favourite non-fiction authors are 
Malcolm Gladwell, Bill Bryson and Jay Ingram. I love 
their writing because they have minds that never stop. 
They are interested in everything and they express their 
ideas with passion and humour. Any of the three of them 
would be great to spend an afternoon with over a pitcher of 
beer.

7. One thing you’d never give up?
 I can’t think of a ‘thing’ that I wouldn’t give up if I 

1. What career would you have pursued if you had not chosen your present one?
 I would find it hard to pick one because I have many interests! I am actively involved in commu-
nity theatre both in Port Perry and Uxbridge. I am an editor, poet and storyteller. I love singing and 
have performed in many venues including the Markham Jazz Festival several years ago. I am also 
a total computer geek and I love designing web pages and figuring out new gadgets. I could have 
gone in a lot of directions but my current job gives me a lot of variety so perhaps I chose well.

 Relatively new to the community,  Amy Caughlin has held the position of 
CEO of the Scugog Memorial Public Library for the past three years. Within a 
year of accepting the position, she fell in love with Port Perry so much that she 
purchased a home in town.  Amy has been a professional librarian for almost 20 
years. Prior to coming to Scugog, she worked at libraries in Markham, Pickering, 
Toronto and in her hometown of London, Ontario.   

2. What was your favourite toy growing up?
 My Fisher-Price Castle & Sesame Street were my favourites, 
but really I loved anything that involved a lot of imagination. I 
usually had some dramatic script playing in my head even while I 
was colouring or eating dinner - everything was a story.

3. Something you use every day, or can’t live without?
 My iPod. Music is almost as important as air to me. I 
have almost 8,000 songs on it and I love the portability. I 
can listen to it in the car, at a friend’s house or even at 
work (on a good day).
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For The Record... had to. I can think of a lot of people I wouldn’t give up but I can 
let go of things pretty easily.

8.  The pet you most liked – why?
 My current dog, Hailey. She is a purebred Golden Retriever 
and is just the most gentle, well-behaved dog I have ever 
known. She hardly ever barks and 
she stays with me whether she’s 
on a leash or not. I’ve had 3 dogs 
in my life but none of the others 
hold a candle to her.

9. Your favourite singer, favou-
rite song and favourite movie 
of all time?
      It is difficult for me to nar-
row down any of these categories 
to just one. One of my favourite 
singers would likely be Eva Cassidy 
because she had such tremendous 
range in every respect. One of my favourite songs is Carlos del 
Junco’s cover of ‘Jitterbug Waltz’ by Fats Waller. It makes me 
feel like I’m dozing in a boat on the lake on a summer day. One 
of my favourite films is ‘Amélie’ directed by Jean-Pierre Jeunet. I 
tend to like very quirky films.

10. The most influential teacher or person when you 
were growing up?
 I had a teacher named Miss Parrish for Grades 5 and 6. She 
taught about things that she was interested in: the Group of 
Seven, Shakespeare, Elizabethan England, World Mythology. Her 
passion for these subjects was irresistible and we loved learning 
as a result.

11. Your favourite “sweet treat”?
 Cherry pie. I am not actually overly fond of very sweet or 
rich desserts and cherry pie has that nice tartness that saves 
it from being too sweet. I must say that most any type of pie 
works for me. Not enough restaurants serve fruit-based des-
serts in my opinion.

12. Something you like to do with your family?
 I’ve always wanted to take a family vacation to a guest ranch. 
My kids may be getting a bit too old to be willing to join me on 
this one now.

13. Your most vivid memory of going to school?
 I remember in London that the snow would be so high in 
the winter that there would be giant mountains of it all along 
the sides of the streets and at the end of each driveway. My 
brothers and I used to travel along the top of these all the way 
to school and when we reached a driveway we would slide 
down one side and then take a running leap to jump our way 
up the other side. Now that I think of it, we can’t have been too 
popular with the neighbourhood but it was fun at the time!

14. Favourite pastime when you are not working?
 When I am not involved in running around with other activi-
ties and have a moment of leisure, I like reading (obviously) and 
playing games (either computer games or board games will do).

15. Your favourite sport to watch or play. Why?
 I am not tremendously into sports but I do love swimming 
and I like watching almost any sport live because I like the atmo-
sphere. The only thing I really watch on TV is the Olympics.

Cakes By Stephanie
88 Water St., Port Perry
905-982-8881 

          One Year 
  Anniversary Celebration!

Saturday October 1, 9am - 2pm

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry

Running into problems? Physiotherapy can help.

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

Running sports and activities can cause strains resulting in a 
cramp-like feeling or a tearing sensation, followed by swelling 
and bruising to the area.

Physiotherapy helps in settling down the pain, maintains and 
improves your existing movement, flexibility and strength, and 
will return you to the activities you love doing sooner.

No referral necessary. 
Evening and early morning
appointments available.

For an appointment call:

905-985-8363

 ALSO AVAILABLE:
ACUPUNCTURE & MASSAGE THERAPY
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‘Thumbs Down’  to Focus
Dear Editor:
  First off I’d like to congratulate you on a fantastic 
magazine. My dad drops them off at my office, where 
they are thoroughly enjoyed by my patients and myself. 
I look forward to reading about where I grew up.
  I enjoyed July’s issue until I saw the pictures docu-
menting the Canoe the Nonquon race. It was disap-
pointing to see that the participants were not wearing 
life jackets or PFD’s. A recent article from the Globe 
and Mail indicates that there has been a 9% increase in 
drowning deaths this year compared to last. With the 
high numbers of drownings that have occurred recently, 
I am disappointed that your magazine chose to publish 
these pictures instead of ones where the participants 
were wearing appropriate PFD’s.  
 I believe you have a moral and ethical responsibili-
ty to not only report what is going on but do so in a way 
that educates and informs the public on what would be 
responsible behaviour.
  I am giving you a thumbs down for not choosing 
other pictures to publish that showed people being 
responsible on the water,  a thumbs down to the par-
ticipants for not wearing their life jackets and a thumbs 
down to the organizers for not making the wearing of 
life jackets mandatory for participating in the race.
  A lackadaisical approach to water safety should not 
be promoted in a magazine that has a lake (Scugog) in 
it’s name. Like the commercial on T.V. a life jacket float-
ing on the water or still in the boat can’t save a life.

 Yours in Health
Anthony Duivesteyn B.Sc., D.C.

Whitby, Ontario

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

 Bill McKee and his powerful 
baritone voice just keep winning.
 Bill, who is the  
official town crier for 
Scugog and Uxbridge, 
placed ‘first’ for his 
fourth time in the Ontario 
Guild of Town Criers ‘Provin-
cial Championships’ held August 
13 in Brantford. He also held the 
title of North American Champi-
on Town Crier on two occasions.

Scugog’s ‘Town Crier’
does it again...

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2011
Octaviens Banquet Hall -
Best Western Durham 
Hotel
1 - 4 pm
559 Bloor St. W., Oshawa
Exhibits, demonstrations, 
free tastings, a bridal 
fashion show courtesy of 
the Wedding Centre and 
Tuxedo Royale.
~ Free gift bags 
~ Door prizes 
~ Grand door prize - 

Wedding Photography 
Package ($700) 
courtesy of Lasting Images 
Photography

FREE INVITATION!
Pre-registration requested. 
Reserve at: 
www.welcomewagon.ca
or 1-866-873-9945.

A free event for all brides to be 
and their guests.  
Come meet the area’s !nest 
wedding professionals all under 
one roof to help you plan for 
your special day.

WW
Brought to you by

FAST
FRIENDLY

FRESH
AND

BIG ON 
VALUE!

 snacks & soft drinks
party supplies - gift items

grocery staples - magazines 

15930 Old Simcoe Street, 
Port Perry

Located at the
North End of
Port Perry!

(Tim Horton’s Plaza)
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Organizers of the Town 
and Country House Tour are 
inviting the community to join 
them in viewing some of Port 
Perry’s exceptional homes on 
Saturday, September 24, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Town and Country 
House Tour was founded in 
2009 by the Port Perry and 
Prince Albert United Church 
Community Outreach.  

This year there are eight 
exciting venues graciously 
donated for the tour. You’ll get 
to tour a home built in 1845 
which will no doubt be an 
exciting opportunity for many who 
enjoy history. There are other homes 
built in the 19th century as well as 
some wonderful modern homes. 

 With many people considering 
down sizing, organizers are excited to 
include a retirement home this year, 
especially since it has amazing art 
treasures and sculptures. 

On the occassion of the 125th an-
niversary of Port Perry United, there 
will be a special historic display of 
dresses, wedding gowns and china in 
the sanctuary. Downstairs there will 
be  delicious home baked treats to eat 
and drink, while you feast your eyes 
on the beautiful work of our talented 
local artists.

 This is a charitable event with all 

proceeds supporting three very 
important local organizations 
– Durham Youth Housing and 
Support Services now called 
Joanne’s House, YWCA Dur-
ham’s Second Stage Housing 
for Women and Community 
Care Durham. It is noteworthy 
that we help all ages and stages 
of need through these groups. 

The inaugural House Tour 
raised $7200 for charity and 
welcomed over 325 enthusiastic 
house tour patrons.  This year 
we hope to expand the number 
of visitors and raise $10,000 for 
our charities!

Tickets at $20, are available at 
Port Perry United Church, 294 Queen 
Street,  905-985-2801.

You will be assured of a wonder-
ful day, filled with amazing architec-
ture, lovely gardens, and inspiring 
decorating. For more information call 
the church office ( 905 985 2801) or 
Tinie Evans at tinie5@xplornet.com

Doors will open for annual house tour

David Adams residence built in 1872. 

“Need a place to convalesce, rest, 

“Life’s better at the Villa!”
DROP IN FOR A TOUR 

AND ASK ABOUT OUR TRIAL STAY.  
Respite & guest suites available.

Scugog’s long-time neighbourhood friend 
and retirement community.

Visit our website 
for all of our upcoming events.

15987 Simcoe Street, Port Perry 
905-985-3312

www.portperryvilla.ca

COMING SEPTEMBER 30th
7:00 - 9:00pm

      A hilarious
interactive
    show
      unscripted
   and guided
by audience
      suggestions
         and
volunteering!

Donations for the Food Bank would be gratefully accepted.

15987 Simcoe Street, 

SEE
US AT THE

“CHILI COOKOFF”

SEPTEMBER 25

DOWNTOWN!
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 Anyone visiting the local LCBO store on Fridays 
recently will notice the staff are all decked-out in bright 
red shirts. The shirts, purchased by the local LCBO store 
for staff, is part of an effort to recognize and support our 
Canadian troops. The initiative was started in Petawawa 
and the local employees liked the idea so petitioned 
manager Mike Thorington for permission to purchase 
the red shirts for Port Perry, which will only be worn on 
Fridays.  Staffers above are, from left, Rita Litherland, 
Kim Fewer, Cheryl Rutledge, Bonnie Postill, Evelyn 
Mark and branch manager Beaver Howsam. 

Clean water.  Green future.

VIO Systems
1894 Scugog St., Unit 1, 

Port Perry
905-985-4900 or 
1-888-468-1336

www.ecowater.ca

Let’s get something perfectly clear –
YOUR WATER!
We supply a complete line of equipment 
including: Water Softeners, Iron Filters, 
Reverse Osmosis, Gas Removers, 
Pumps, Ultra Violet Lamps, 
Pressure Tanks & Supplies
Low Monthly Payment Plans 
Sales • Rentals • Service

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

FREE
in Home Water Analysis.
Service to all makes of 

Water Softeners & Water 
Treatment Systems.

Free Installation on Purchased
Softeners, Ultra Violet & 

Reverse Osmosis!

8
Ye

ars of innovatio
n

S
E

R
V

IS
O

F
T

MIRACLE WATER

L
IN

D
S

A
Y

Since 1925.

P O N T I A C  B U I C K  G M C

10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry
905-985-8474
www.gusbrownportperry.com 

GUS BROWN

TEST DRIVE THE 2011 or
2012 BUICK REGAL

AND ENJOY THE VIEW!



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 – 10am to 4pm
All profi ts to benefi t the Scugog Lake Stewards.

Celebrate the Harvest  
    in Downtown Port Perry on …

25

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PORT PERRY

   and Annual Hometown“Chili Cook Off”

Bath • Cafe • Bakeshop 
Cottage • Christmas

155 Queen Street 
905-985-3900

CELEBRATE THE HARVEST

141 Perry Street, 
905-982-0629
www.overhershoulder.com

Come in and see 
our fall selection 
of handbags

Bop to the

featuring 
“The Fringe” 10:00 – 1:00  

& “Johnny Max” 1:30 – 5:00

2nd Annual 

Juried Fine Art and Craft 
Exhibition and Sale featuring 

various local artisans.

Place your bid at the 
4th Annual BIA

Beautiful Fall Centre Pieces!

Start your Thanksgiving 
decorating. 

Shop the BIA merchants’

FOCUS - SEPTEMBER 2011  19   



“Buy Fresh - Buy Local” at the

with the Lions Club Corn Roast!

Mini Putt, Jumping Castle, 
Pumpkin Decorating and 

Sundance Meadows Petting Zoo!
Sponsored by the BIA, YMCA 

and The Cuddly Bunny Co.

279 Queen Street  • 905-985-2775 

ENJOY OUR 
PATIO 

    EVERY DAY…

(and

hopefully for some tim
e a

fte
r).

… right through to our
    Harvest event on 
    September 25 

“I MADE IT
MYSELF”

Discover how easy it 
is to learn something 

new and create 
something wonderful!

META4 Contemporary Craft Gallery
200 Queen Street, Port Perry

905-985-1534  •  www.meta4gallery.ca

Now registering for
fall workshops
drawing, oils, acrylics, 
sculpture, jewellery,

pottery & clay, watercolour,
soapstone carving,

creative writing,
family programs,
kids workshops

& so much more.

META4 Gallery 
Unique, Original & Exceptional works 
by more than 100 Ontario artists for 

Unique, Original & Exceptional people.

P

lentyofFish

161 Queen Street • 905-985-1022

Haddock 
Halibut
Cod

Fish & Chips
Captain GeorgeCaptain George

Help Celebrate the 3rd Annual 

and check out our Award Winning 
(we hope) Chili.

251 Queen Street • 905-985-1456
www.portperrybutcher.com

SHOES  •  CLOTHING  •  ACCESSORIES
176 Perry Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-9910
www.brittanyandbros.com  •  info@brittanyandbros.com

Last Call . . .

Continues . . .

FALL
FASHIONS
ARRIVING

DAILY

EST. 1998

The 2nd Annual

Who has what it takes  to eat a whole pie in the least amount of time? 
Come and find out - or better yet register and try it yourself!

3rd Annual Hometown

Get a souvenir chili mug, sample 
all the local entries and place your 

vote for the “Best Chili in Port Perry”. 
12 - 3 pm while supplies last!

20  FOCUS - SEPTEMBER 2011



BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PORT PERRY
www.discoverportperry.ca

Don’t miss the great events sponsored by the Downtown Port Perry BIA!
Mark your calendar - November 18 - “Tree Lighting & Candle Light Walk”. 

Unforgettable Experiences…  
Downtown Port Perry! You’re closer than you think.

25

905-985-5559
197 Queen St., Port Perry

FINE FURNISHINGS BOUTIQUE

NEW 
MERCHANDISE 

ARRIVING DAILY

handcrafted jewellery

166 Water Street, Port Perry
905.982.8778
www.dbsilversmithdesigns.com

jewellery ~ express yourself

Try your hand at pottery 
making at META4’s clay station! 

All ages welcome.

INSPIRATIONS
ON QUEEN STREET

246 Queen Street
905-985-9005 

inspirations@powergate.ca

Come in and see our 
fresh crop of autumn 
inspired home decor

& personal accessories

PROFESSIONAL FITTERS
ALWAYS ON STAFF

143 Perry Street
905-982-1143

www.oohlalalingerie.ca

160 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-9687

pathwaytoheaven@live.ca

Gifts and Book Store

“G
ob

bl
e til

you Wobble!”

 .... only at

aprons, 
placemats
& more!!

Our top commercial kitchens 
go head- to- head in a 

“heated” friendly competition 
for the “Best Chili in Port”. 

Antrim House
Herrington’s Quality Butchers 
Miguel’s Mexican Restaurant  

Jester’s Court 
The G - Moms 

Sobey’s 
Queen Beans Coffee House 

Hank’s Pastries 
 Harp & Wylie’s 

Canadian Grill House
Millar’s Market
Port Perry Villa

Salvatore’s
Scugog Island Cruises

Vos’ Independent
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 Greenbank held its 35th annual Beef BBQ at the United Church on Friday, July 
29 attracting more than 1,100 patrons to enjoy good food and commaraderie. From 
left, Lester Baylis and Terry Till work at removing one of the large hips of beef they 
prepared during the day. Succulent beef, baked beans, salads and desserts were 
served to the hungry crowd.  See more pictures on pages 42, 43.

NORTHWOOD
SAFARI NIGHT

 Northwood Zoo held it’s popular Night Safari 
on August 20, treating those who attended to live 
animal shows, African drummers and a burger 
BBQ. Their next event is Saturday, October 8.

Fall may be just around the corner - but 
Scugog has been sizzling all summer long.

 The Port Perry Farmer’s Market continues to be a busy spot along the lake-
front every Saturday morning. The market will be open for about another month 
before it closes for the season.  Above, shoppers check out the local honey.

Summer in Scugog

GREENBANK BEEF BBQ

FARMER’S MARKET

ROTARY AQUARAMA

 Heather Haliburton-Smith and Steve Gajewski 
shared the MC duties for Rotary Aquarama on Sep-
tember 21.  More Aquarama pictures on page 11.
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 Once again, Port Perry BIA’s  “Brits on the Lake” was greeted with 
clouds and rain. But despite the weather, Queen St. was packed with car 
enthusiasts to see the more than 200 British cars lined along the street, 
including this 1948 MG-TC owned by June Hingston of Uxbridge.

 Ted Wright, centre, was the man on the press at the Scugog Shores 
Museum “Print Shop” for the annual Pioneer Days. He is shown here in-
structing Christine Pearson on the operation of a ‘hand-fed’ press’, while 
her friend Maryann White looks on. 

   Soapstone carver Dennis Bayley demonstrats how he sands 

at the Scugog Shores Museum on August 14 for the annual 
Pioneer Days.

 This bright, red 1955 MG-TF, owned by John Wagner of 
Scarborough, was just one of the many vintage cars on display 
along Queen Street on Sunday, August 7.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

See additional pictures of these events, and more – www.focusonscugog.com

Scugog
PIONEER DAYS

PIONEER DAYS

BRITS ON THE LAKE BRITS ON THE LAKE
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Thumbs Down to those responsible for the lack of main-
tenance around the Port Perry High School through-
out the summer. Although the grass is cut occasion-
ally, the gardens and general appearance around 

the school is a disgrace. Weeds and grass have overtaken 

Thumbs Up 
to the public regarding the lack of picnic tables in 

ordered the removal of picnic tables in Palmer Park, the 

Thumbs Down to the mindless vandals that pulled a me-
morial statue off its base, dragged it off private prop-

-
late her property and the memorial to the man she loved. 

-
tion for this senseless act of destruction. You should be 
ashamed of yourselves. (See letter on page 2)

Thumbs Down for the lack of space (actually no designat-

canine friends run to get exercise. One of our read-
ers suggest that the small piece of land alongside 

great place to fence off and be used for a dog park. We’re 
not certain that’s the best spot, but agree there should be 
some fenced area that  dogs can run loose. Of course dog 

left behind by their furry friends.

Thumbs Up to the stamina of our local and visiting ‘Brits’.  

-
pect they are used to, coming from the old country - most 

 Have you got a suggestion for “Thumbs”? We love to 
hear from our readers. Something bugging you or some-
thing that needs praise - send your ideas along. Just 
remember, all submissions will be considered, but not 
necessarily used.

Thumbs
 Renowned Canadian 

fiddler Scott Woods from 
Fergus will be pulling 
into Blackstock to deliver 
a live presentation of his 
all new 2011 show called 
All Aboard! hosted by St. 
John’s Anglican Church.

All Aboard! is an old 
time fiddle variety show 
featuring Canadian Open 
and Canadian Grand 
Master Fiddle Champion 

Scott Woods and a band of 
incredibly talented performers. The show delivers 
a collection of old time fiddle music in the style 
of Canadian Fiddle Icon Don Messer, along with 
traditional country songs, gospel favourites, trick 
fiddling and some sensational Canadian step danc-
ing sure to delight all.

The Scott Woods Band travels across Canada 
each year performing a limited number of engage-
ments, all of which help to support churches, chari-
ties and other community groups.

This ‘too good to miss’ concert will take place 
at the Blackstock Recreation Centre, located at 3440 
Church Street, on September 16, 2011 from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m., and proceeds will be used to help support 
St. John’s Anglican Church and Outreach Programs 
in the Community.

Tickets for this top notch entertainment are 
very reasonably priced at only $20 for adults and 
$10 for kids 12 and under, and can be purchased at 
Kari-Jo’s Coffee & Café located at 10249 Old Scu-
gog Road, Burketon or by calling Diane Hamilton 
at (905) 982-0968.  For more detailed information, 
please visit http://www.stjohnsblackstock.com.

Champion fiddler chugs 
into Blackstock with his 
“All Aboard” show

Scott Woods

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

Herder Sales
QUALITY USED CARS
All certified & emissions tested

Warranty available
Good, reliable vehicles 

starting from $1900.

Looking for the Right One?
We can help you find it, at

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd.,
Port Perry 905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available
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Whether you are looking to get 
together with friends or meet new 
ones, try something new or play 
something you already love, keep 

many interesting and educational 
activities right here in Scugog. 

Call Lynn Hoey for more information.
905-985-5690  /  905-985-7972
www.portperrycurling.com • info@portperrycurling.com

P O RT  P E R RY 
C O M M U N I T Y  C U R L I N G  C L U B

Sunday Sept. 25th
FUN CURLING

from 5-7 pm., 
ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING - 7pm

Curling. Give it a Shot!
REGISTRATION & SOCIAL
Sept. 12 & 13,  7 - 9 pm  
Last Rock Pro Shop open for business
Port Perry Community Curling Club,
483 Bay Street, Port Perry
LEARN TO CURL
Novice & Beginner
Sept. 26 & 28, Oct. 4 & 6,  6 - 7:30 pm
LADIES PRACTICE 
& REFRESHER
Oct. 3 & 4, 12:30 - 2:30 pm

FREE!

FREE!

NEW CURLERS WELCOME 
SPECIAL RATES!

UNLIMITED CLUB CURLING
(Pay Highest League Fee)

BREAK THE ICE!
Meet old friends and make new ones.

ADULT LEAGUES
Competitive, Mens, Ladies, Mixed, 
Business Women, Senior Mixed
Practice Time & Fun Curling

Yoga
905 985-4147 • dmsm@powergate.ca

www.mayahealingarts.com

REIKI 
CERTIFICATION
(levels 1, 11, 111, Master)

Monthly 
Free Reiki 
Exchange 
Call for details

YOGA CLASSES & TRAINING
(all levels am & pm) 

Port Perry:  Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays

Brooklin:  Tuesdays
Oshawa: Thursdays

Mindfulness Meditation
Port Perry:  Tuesdays

Oshawa:  Wednesdays
Yoga Alliance Teacher Training

Take back your life.

Generally accepted as the most ancient of dance forms, 
bellydance is rooted in the Goddess Era when women assisted 
each other during childbearing by encouraging shimmy and 
undulating movements. Later, bellydance became part of temple 
worship, and eventually,  entertainment during celebrations and 
festivals.

There is a  renewed interest in bellydance, as women discover 
its  many health benefi ts . During the warm up, the stretching and 
strengthening of muscles from head to toe, prepare the body to 
learn to move like a bellydancer. Most people leave class feeling 
like they’ve had a wonderful massage. During class, the challenge 

of isolating muscle groups and learning the many dance steps 
require focus, and personal tensions tend to melt away.  

Once the basics are learned, there is endless variety in 
bellydance movements and room for creativity. Lakeside 
Bellydance Studio offers the perfect setting for such an 
experience.

Lakeside Bellydance Studio
12 Williams Point Rd., Caesarea
905-986-4524
See our ad on page 26. 

Learn to Bellydance

DON’T WAIT. REGISTER NOW!



Monday September 12
6:00 - 7:30 pm
St. John’s Presbyterian Church
319 Queen Street

Port Perry 

Tai Chi  Since 1992

Information or Pre-registration:
Beth Kendall 905-985-2062

BEGINNERS’ CLASSES START:
Thurs. Sept. 15, 1:00 pm
Mon. Sept. 19, 6:00 pm

REGULAR CLASSES:
Mondays at 7:15 pm
Thursdays at 2:30 pm

OPEN
HOUSE
AND REGISTRATION

Discover Your, and Your Child’s True Physical
and Mental Potential
At Port Perry Wado Kai Family Karate, the emphasis is on 
fi tness, concentration, co-ordination, self-defense, confi dence 
and respect. Learn how to deal with bullying! Karate improves 
physical conditioning. It builds strength and endurance, as well 
as developing balance, coordination and fl exibility. It also helps 
you build confi dence, concentration, improve your self-esteem 
and helps you deal with stress.

Our training sessions for ages 5 to adult are on Sundays and 
Tuesdays from 6:00 to 8:30 pm at the Port Perry Scout Hall, 
Simcoe and Paxton St. We offer expert instruction, economical 
and family rates and no contracts.

Port Perry Wado Kai Family Karate is celebrating 37 years of 
instruction in Port Perry (1974 – 2011) and we are offering an 
Anniversary special for new students – only $37.00 for 1 month 
of instruction and a uniform. Fall registration is September 18 
and 20, 6:00 pm. For pre-registration and information call:  

Port Perry Wado Kai Family Karate
905-986-5071 or 905-985-9167

Please see our ad on page 25. 

WOODCARVING
           CLASSES

Starting 3rd Week 
in September
Beginners Welcome
Call for details

What if you were told:
•  there was a dynamic, structured youth program offering 

Canadian youth a variety of interesting and challenging 
activities?

•  this same program develops in youth an increased level of 
self-confi dence, self-esteem and self-awareness?

•  a cadet’s hard work can earn a variety of rewards in return 
for their commitment, dedication and participation?

•   It is not a preparation for a military career.
Summer training, international travel, scholarships, 

bursaries, trophies and certifi cates are just a few of the many 
attractive rewards. The most notable being the fun, challenge 
and friends.

There is defi nite value in having well-rounded, 
community-minded, experienced young people who are ready 
to assume their places as tomorrow’s leaders and decision-
makers.

Visit: www.cadets.ca 
or call: 905-985-2080
Please see our ad on page 26.

Welcome to the Cadet Program
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GRADES 4, 5 & 6
Learn the basic skills of volleyball, 
sportsmanship & team play.
Tuesdays 
September 20 – November 8
Cartwright Central Public School
Thursdays 
September 22 – November 10
Good Shepherd Catholic School

REGISTER IN PERSON
September 13 
7– 8 pm: Cartwright
September 15 
Good Shepherd

COST:
$75.00
8 weeks

Spikes Program

2 practices per week and minimum 
5 tournaments per season

BOYS & GIRLS AGES 14 – 18 
Call today to preregister 
for tryouts.

Panthers Information Contact 
Melanie Wright 

905-986-4538 or email 
wrightsfeeds@gmail.com

Contact Wilma Wotten 
905-986-4602

wilma@xplornet.com

Panthers
VOLLEYBALL CLUB

Por t  Perr y  Wado Kai Fami ly  Kara te         

Celebrating 37 years
$37.00 for 1 month instruction and a uniform.

Training Sessions: Ages 5 to Adult. Sundays &Tuesdays 6:00 to 8:30 pm
Discover Your, and Your Child’s, True Physical & Mental Potential
Emphasis on Fitness, Concentration, Co-ordination, Self-defence, Confidence & Respect

Learn How To Deal With Bullying.
Compare our Rates • No Contracts

Ron Ruskay 905-986-5071 or Frank Murphy 905-985-9167
r.ruskay@i-zoom.net    •    www.brooklinkarate.com/portperry.aspx

“The Best Choice” 1974-2011

REGISTRATION
September 18 & 20, 6:00 pm 

Port Perry Scout Hall
15585 Simcoe St. N. & Paxton St.

Call for Pre-Registration & Information

New Skating Programs this fall!
Along with our regular programming, 

the Port Perry Skating Club is now 
proud to offer Powerskating and Off-Ice 
Training, as well as a daytime, preschool 
Stick-and Puck program. These 
programs begin in mid-September. More 
information can be found on our website 
at www.portperryskatingclub.com. 

The Learn-to-Skate fall session is up 
and running the week of September 12. 
Figure skating and synchronized teams 
also begin the same week, so don’t 
delay. All kids age 3 and up are welcome!

PPSC is a non-profit organization 
sanctioned by Skate Canada and run 
by volunteers in the community. All 
coaches are experienced, professionally 
trained, and registered with Skate 
Canada.

Get a head start on skating skills for 
hockey, or learn the fundamentals to 
become a strong skater in any ice sport!
For more information:

Port Perry Skating Club
www.portperryskatingclub.com

Please see our ad on page 28.

Look to Studio-Fit for ViPR Training and 
Reebok Cardio Barbell Pump.  
ViPR is the evolution of free weights.  
Providing effective whole-body workouts, 
it builds muscles and burns calories.  
It’s made of rubber so you can lift, drag, 
throw and step on.  It is suitable for all ages 
and abilities with weights ranging from 
4kg to 20kg.

Reebok Cardio Barbell Pump group 
fitness class is for building a power house 
of muscles.  A barbell with interchangeable 

weights based on each exercise is used 
to create a class you won’t soon forget.   

Studio-Fit common sense health & 
fitness, unique & challenging classes and 
personal training sessions using up to 
date techniques and equipment. 

Studio Fit
Kim McCann, RN
905-985-0864
kim@studiofit.ca  • www.studiofit.ca

Please see our ad on page 27.

Latest in challenging workouts…

The Place You Start. The Place You Stay.
Port Perry Dance Academy has been 

voted # 1 for the past 12 years in a row 
for a reason. They have the Region’s most 
experienced and accredited faculty, they 
have classes ranging from recreational to 
competitive levels and they offer classes 
from toddlers to adults.  They are now 
opening a new larger location at 16050 Old 
Simcoe Road in Port Perry.

Be sure to check out everything 
they offer by visiting their website at 
www.portdance.com.

Port Perry Dance Academy
16050 Old Simcoe Road
905-985-5091
www.portdance.com

Please see our ad on page 28.
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Introductory, Beginner & Intermediate
Dance studio: 12 Williams Point Road, Caesarea

For more information and to register call Janet at: 905-986-4524
* WARNING: This ancient dance form can be highly addictive

              #41 Port Perry 
Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps

Invites you to:
• Become a Leader • Learn Survival Skills
• Be Physically Fit • Learn to play Bagpipes or Drums
• Travel across Canada • Travel around the World
• Receive Training $ Bonuses $ in Summer
CHALLENGE YOURSELF - 
Visit:  www.41portperryrcacc.com
#41 Cadets have earned trips to Banff,  Calgary,
Australia,  Mount Everest, Scotland and Wales!  No Charge!

Start up is September 21, 6:30 p.m.
Youth 12-19 years of age - No Fees!  
Wednesday Evenings  – 6:30-9:00 p.m. Band Practice Monday Evenings
Port Perry High School Port Perry Legion Branch 419

For further information contact:
CO Capt. Mark Hlozan   905-985-2080

or email: mark.hlozan@sympatico.ca

The Port Perry location of the 
Canadian Tai Chi Academy teaches 
a form of tai chi that focuses on the 
physical and mental well-being of 
the student. Our tai chi provides a 
continuous learning process that works 
to keep the body strong and flexible 
and the mind challenged 
and alert.

Regular practice of this soft martial 
art allows the body to rejuvenate 
naturally and students may notice 
a reduction of stress, improvement 
in balance and sleep and increased 
energy. Many students report a 
reduction in the effects of arthritis and 
other chronic illnesses.

Tai chi practitioners can also learn 
lokhupbafa and sword and saber at our 
location.

OPEN HOUSE:
Monday September 12

FIRST BEGINNER CLASSES: 
Thursday September 15
Monday September 19

For more information call:

Port Perry Tai Chi
Beth
905-985-2062
www.canadiantaichiacademy.org

Please see our ad on page 24.

Enhance Your Health and 
Well-being through Regular 
Practice of Tai Chi

T-Zone Vibration has arrived in Port 
Perry along with Julie Hilson and family.

Julie believes so fully in what vibration 
machines can do for your health that she 
uprooted her entire family, sold the house 
and moved here.

T-Zone is the largest pioneer of 
Whole Body Vibration in Canada. 
Machines are CSA certified and are 
Health Canada Approved. Vibration 
helps with a multitude of things such as 
weight loss, muscle tone, bone density, 
circulation, balance, digestion, back pain, 

fibromyalgia, incontinence, memory, and 
much more.

Please come see us for your free trial. 
Become a member or purchase your own 
machine. Be one of the first 200 members 
and your name is entered to win your very 
own Vibration Machine.

T-Zone Vibration
188 Mary Street Port Perry
905-982-8770
www.t-zonevibration.com

Please see our ad on page 29.

Grand Opening Celebration September 17, 2011 – 2pm-6pm
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Scugog Christian School

A POSITIVE PLACE TO GROW!

STILL ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS
FOR 2011 SCHOOL YEAR

Affordable Private Schooling in Port Perry!
JK - Gr. 8   -   Small Class Sizes   

 Full Day Every Day Kindergarten Option 

905.985.3741
www.scugogchristianschool.com

Now Available!
After School Care 

Hand Knit
Baby Blankets by

905-986-0177

Competition & Practice Dresses
Accessories

        New Skates
Consignment Dress & Skate Sales

Maureen Dowson
14620 Old Scugog Rd., 
Blackstock
905-986-0177

Skater’s Corner
The

:

FIRST

FREE!

STUDIO FIT
c o m m o n  s e n s e  h e a l t h  &  f i t n e s s

Get Fit and Have Fun!
Spikes volleyball is a learn to play program designed to 

make volleyball more accessible and fun for youth between the 
ages of 8 & 12.  Developed by the Ontario volleyball association 
the games and drills are designed so that everyone has lots of 
fun while learning fundamental volleyball skills.

Playing three per side everyone gets hands on experience.  
Depending on skill level a lower net and smaller court ensures 
that everyone experiences greater success.   The program 
teaches communication and good sportsmanship as the root of 
being a good athlete.

Panthers Volleyball Club
 The Panthers Volleyball Club was founded in 1998 and 

offers club volleyball for girls and guys age 15 and up.  
The club’s mission is to create an environment that develops 
volleyball to its highest level while providing an enjoyable 
experience.  It strives to promote the spirit of teamwork 
through communication and respect for players, coaches and 
game offi cials. 

The club hopes to continue to add teams to its membership.  
Last year the club had two girls teams but did not get enough 
boys signed up. 

The program consists of 2 practices per week and a 
minimum of 5 tournaments during the course of the season.  
Tryout dates are not fi nalized but kids ages 14, 15, 16 – 17 & 18 
interested in trying out are advised to contact: 
Wilma Wotten
905-986-4602

Please see our ad on page 25.
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The Port Perry Taoist Tai Chi™ members have joined with 
40,000 other members in 26 countries to renovate - revive and 
refresh the mind and body while learning how to relax. For more 
than 15 years the society has offered classes at the Latcham 
Centre in Port Perry.

The Taoist Tai Chi™ Society is a registered charity and all its 
fully-accredited instructors are interested in helping others learn 
this gentle art. The instructors, who volunteer their time, are 
responsible for continuing to learn and upgrade their knowledge 
as they follow the example set by their founder, Master Moy 
Lin-shin, a Taoist monk who immigrated to Canada from Hong 
Kong over forty years ago. Master Moy began teaching the health 
aspects of his art to all those who wanted to learn and now 
more and more people are renewing personal commitments to 
themselves, by practising Taoist Tai Chi™ with great benefits for 
all ages and fitness levels. 
For more information:

905-985-7077 (Christine)
905-985-7673 (Mary)
905-668-6500 or www.taoist.org

Please see our ad on page 29.

Taoist Tai Chi™ 
Promotes a Healthy Mind and Body

Learn to Skate program for all ages 
from 3 and up, as well as !gure skating 

and synchronized programs.
All levels taught by certi!ed professional coaches.
Fall Canskate and Preschool 
LEARN TO SKATE programs begin: 
Tuesday 
SEPTEMBER 13 - 6:40 p.m.
and
Thursday
SEPTEMBER 15 - 5:30 p.m.
Registration and Information 
can be found on our website:
www.portperryskatingclub.com  or at the
Scugog Arena
Monday, September 12 - 3:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 13 - 3:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, September 15 - 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

“A Positive Place to Grow”
At Scugog Christian School we seek to educate the whole child 

- mind, body and spirit. Our caring, qualified and committed 
teachers provide students with an excellent well-rounded 
education. The curriculum that is used corresponds with Ministry 
of Education expectations and integrates a Christian perspective 
into the various subject areas. Smaller class sizes provide 
a greater opportunity for teachers to get to know individual 
students and to assist them in developing necessary skills, 
knowledge and attitudes. Some of the unique opportunities for 
your child include:
  * Positive, nurturing environment
  * Small class sizes, low teacher/student ratio
  * Bright, well equipped facilities including gymnasium, computer
    lab, library
  * Band program begins in Grade 5
  * Co-operative playground atmosphere

New for Fall 2011/12 is a Full-Day Every day Kindergarten 
option as well as After School Care.

Call the school to find out more information and to book a tour.
Scugog Christian School
905-985-3741
www.scugogchristianschool.com
Please see our ad on page 27.
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Join a Beginner Class this Fall

WHITBY
601 Dundas St. W., Town Plaza - 905-668-6500
Open House: Tuesday, Sept 6, 9:30 to 11:30 am

Wednesday, Sept 7, 7:00 to 9:00 pm 
Sunday, Sept 11, 2:00 to 4:00 pm

and Monday, Sept 12, 7:00 to 9:00 pm

BOWMANVILLE
Garnet B. Rickard Recreation Complex - 905-688-6500

Open House: Tuesday, Sept 6, 9:30 to 11:30 am
and 7:00 to 9:00 pm

PORT PERRY
Latcham Centre,

NE corner of Queen & Water St.
Telephone:  905-985-7077 (Christine)

              905-985-7673 (Mary)
Open House: Thursday, Sept 8, 1:30 to 3:30 pm

and Monday, Sept 12, 7:00 to 9:00 pm

UXBRIDGE
Seniors’ Centre, Marietta St.

Telephone:  905-852-2587 (Bob)
Open House:   Fri., Oct 14th  -  9:00 to 10:00 am

Visit www.taoist.org
for information about our open house and class schedules.

The Taoist Tai Chi Society of Canada is a registered charity - #119258655 RR0001 

ren-o-vate ren-uh-veyt  verb
1. to restore to good condition; make new or as if new again; repair.
2. to revive or refresh (one’s spirits, health, etc.)
from Latin renovare, from re- + novare to make new, from novus new

Little Rocks  7-12 yrs.  
Tuesdays at  4:00 p.m. 
October 25th until March 2011
Registration fee $90 (incl. HST)

Information:  Little Rocks, call Mary: 905-985-3278
                        Bantams & Juniors, call Diana: 905-982-0446

YOUTH CURLING IN PORT PERRY
Bantams & Juniors  13-19 yrs. 
Mondays  4:00 p.m. 
October 18th to March 2011
Registration fee $95 (incl. OCA fees, HST)

Qualifi ed Instructors to teach.

TO REGISTER:
Bring your child on Monday, Sept. 12th or 
Tuesday, Sept. 13th from 7 to 9 p.m. to the
Curling Club, 483 Bay Street, Port Perry

Look No Further for Skaters’ Merchandise
Since 1989, Maureen Dowson of Skater’s Corner has been the per-

son to turn to for new, used and consignment skating merchandise.  
Whether you need practice dresses or competition outfi ts, 

Maureen carries a large selection from size 4 to women’s extra 
large. You have the option of purchasing brand new or if you like, 
used. If your child has grown and you need to sell some of your 
used clothing or skates you can contact Maureen for consignment 
sales as well.

You don’t need to travel very far for quality products as the 
Skater’s Corner is located in Blackstock. 
Skater’s Corner
14620 Old Scugog Road in Blackstock
905-986-0177

Please see our ad on page 27.

NOW OPEN

10 minutes equals 
a one hour 
workout
Drop in for a 
Free Trial
Mon. - Fri. 8am - 8pm 
Sat. 8am - 2pm

188 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-982-8770

tzoneportperry@gmail.com
www.t-zonevibration.com

10 minutes equals 10 minutes equals 

Drop in for a Drop in for a 

Mon. - Fri. 8am - 8pm 

188 Mary Street, Port Perry

Chance to Win Your 
Own Machine! 

GR
AND OPENING CELEBRATION!Saturday Sept.17
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Woodcarving relieves stress
Woodcarving is one of those activities that will allow you to 

escape from your daily stresses.  Traditional woodcarving done 
with razor-sharp hand tools is safe and fun.  No sounds of whining 
machinery, just the clean sound of wood fi bres being cut cleanly.

 Dan Gallagher, a professional woodcarver/woodworker for 16 
years, can teach you the foundations of proper technique which 
will make your woodcarving experiences more enjoyable.  The goal 
of the class is not to teach you how to carve a fl ower or a stick, but 
rather how to carve. Starting with simple projects you will learn the 
skills needed for success.  After the basics you can choose your own 
project, something that will interest you and keep you motivated. 
Carving and Woodworking by Dan Gallagher
905-982-0333
dangallagher@carving.on.ca  •  www.carving.on.ca

Please see our ad on page 24.

Registration Night:   September 22, 2011
Blackstock Arena
6:30 – 8:00 pm

Skate Canada Approved *  Certifi ed Professional Coaches

 Affordable Rates – 
 Package Discounts
 Learn to Skate - $135.00 
 Fall or Winter Session

Further Information: 
Sandi Frey 905.986.4148

REGISTRATION
Wednesday,  Sept. 7,  2011
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Scout Hall, Simcoe Street
Youth Programs 5-26 yrs.

For more information call Sandie at

1st Port Perry Scouts

Rovers

Venturers

Scouts  

Cubs

Beavers 

Adult Leaders and Volunteers Welcome!

905-985-6070  www.scouts.ca

Looking for a way to pass the long winter days?  Come and join 
in the fun at Port Perry Community Curling Club.  Find out that 
curling is a fun and social sport for people of all ages.  Various 
league times allow members to fi t exercise into their schedules 
while spending time with family and friends at the club.

 New to the  sport? No problem!  Free Learn-to-Curl Clinics are 
offered by qualifi ed instructors in early October before the season 
starts.  Instruction is provided for young people when they join 
the youth Leagues.  Practice ice and refresher courses are offered 
throughout the winter season.

 New curlers are always welcome.  Special rates apply for fi rst 
time curlers.  Free instruction is available along with the use of 

club equipment during the fi rst schedule.
 Registration nights are Monday, September 12th & Tuesday, 

September 13th from 7-9 p.m.at the club, 483 Bay Street.  Drop 
in for a social evening to meet the various league reps and other 
members. The Last Rock Curling Co. pro shop will be open both 
evenings for your curling needs.  Come and check us out!

Port Perry Community Curling Club 
Lynn, Membership Chairperson
905 985-5690/905 985-7972
www.portperrycurling.com

Please see our ads on pages 23 & 29.

Are You Game to Enjoy a Winter Sport?

SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN
4+ YEARS

Meeting your child’s 
speech and language needs.

SERVICES
Articulation, Fluency, 

Voice, Language

MHSC, SLP(C), Reg. CASLPO
Speech-Language Pathologist

Port Perry  905-982-1947

Christine Elizabeth Muir

All too often we miss out on treasures right in our own 
backyards. We search elsewhere, certain that “out there” the best 
is yet to be discovered, not realizing what we have right under 
our noses. One of those treasures is a world-class fi tness studio, 
located just 5 minutes from home in Greenbank. That’s right! 
The Simply...Woman WORKOUT Club headed up by bestselling 
author, international speaker, women’s advocate and fi tness expert, 
Crystal Andrus, is waiting for you to come discover it. Women from 

around the world travel to attend Crystal’s Retreats (held a few 
times a year in Greenbank), and Crystal extends a warm invitation 
for you to try a class for free: Yoga, Weights, Pilates, Boot Camp, 
Groove, Meditation, even Goddess Cards! Come enjoy!   
The Simply...Woman WORKOUT Club 
19965 Hwy. 12, Greenbank
905-985-7550  • www.crystalandrus.com
Please see our ad on page 32.

Treasures in Our Own Backyard: The Simply...Woman WORKOUT Club!
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Summer 
in Scugog
 It’s hard to believe, but with September already 
upon us - scenes like some of those on this page 
will get fewer as the temperatures begin to dip 
from the summer highs.
 Palmer Park has been a beehive of activity 
almost every weekend throughout the sum-
mer months and the downtown has been busy 
with numerous events arranged by the local 
merchants and organizations. 
 Some of these activities being car shows, 
motorcycle rallys, dog show, pow wow, tractor 
pulls, aquarama, demolition derby and the popular 
farmer’s market garden.
 In addition, the park and boardwalk along 
the lakefront have attracted hundreds, as a place 
to liesurely stroll or sit and listen to evening 
concerts at the gazebo.
 Photos on this page, from top right, shop-
pers check out an entertainer at Silverside during 
Summer Breeze, people enjoying the benches, and 
new picnic tables in Palmer Park, a wedding takes 
place along the lakefront, and at bottom left, a 
hawk keeping an eye on the world from its perch 
atop a light standard at the Carolyn Best ball 
diamonds near the arena.
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New Prices!   New Classes!

Yoga
Weights
Pilates
Groove

Boot Camp
Meditation

GET 2 WEEKS FREE!
Valid September 2011

Come Discover The Most Beautiful Studio in Ontario!
Check out our Website for Class Times & Details

www.SimplyWoman.com

19965 Hwy 12, Greenbank   •   905-985-7550



A ‘Chili’ Season

Port Perry BIA invites Scugog to 
celebrate a “Season Of Harvest”
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 One of the fall’s most anticipated events – the Port 
Perry “Chili Cook Off” is returning later this month as 
part of the local BIA’s “Celebration of the Harvest.”
 With Thanksgiving quickly approaching the BIA has 
set Sunday, September 25 aside to tempt the tastebuds 
with some of Scugog’s best chili recipes.
 But the Celebration of Harvest isn’t just about chili. 
There will be plenty of entertainment, sales and events 
throughout the day as Queen Street is turned into a pe-
destrian mall.
 A Queen Street Tent Sale will get underway begin-
ning at 10 a.m., with fresh fruits, vegetables and lots of 
other locally grown products on hand. 
 Other activities include Port Perry  Lions Club host-
ing their famous corn roast and  big band music featuring 
The Fringe and  Johnny Max!
 There will be an abundance of kid’s activities 
throughout the day along Queen Street sponsored by the 
BIA and YMCA with Pumpkin Decorating.  Try your hand 
at the Mini Putt or let the kids wear off some energy in the 
giant blow-up jumping castle and enjoy Sundance Mead-
ows Petting Zoo sponsored by Cuddly Bunny.   
 Meta4 Galleries will have their clay activity again this 
year. With wheel demo by a local potter and a “make it 
with clay” station for all ages!
 Once again there will be a silent auction of beautiful 
fall centrepieces. These creations will be on display on 
Queen Street so you can stop by and place your bid on a 
locally crafted décor piece for your harvest table. Proceeds 
to Operation Scugog.
 Back by popular demand is the hands-free Pie Eating 
competition sponsored by M&M Meat Shop!  Who will be 

able to eat a whole pie in the least amount of time?  Be 
sure to register on-line or in person at the BIA office if 
you think you have what it takes!
 Also while in town, don’t miss the SCA’s “Juried 
Fine Art and Craft Exhibition”, which will take place in 
Palmer Park along the lakefront boardwalk.
 Of course one of the most popular parts of the har-
vest festival will be sampling the tasty ‘chili’ creations 
by 15 of Scugog’s local businesses.
 Competing for the coveted “Best Chili in Port” title 
this year are - Antrim House Pub, Herrington’s Quality 
Butchers, Miguel’s Mexican Restaurant,  Jester’s Court, 
The G-Moms, Sobeys, Queen Beans Coffee House, Harp 
& Wylie’s Canadian Grill House, Millar’s Market, Port 
Perry Villa, Salvatore’s Trattoria & Cafe, Scugog Island 
Cruises, Hank’s Pastries and Vos’ Independent. 
 The Chili Cook Off will take place between 12 noon 
and 3 p.m. (while supplies last). Participants will go  
head- to- head in a “heated” friendly competition for the 
“Best Chili in Port! “ 
 Stop by either of the BIA booths, one at each end of 
Queen Street, where you can pick up your Chili Cook 
Off” mug. For only $5- you will receive mug and spoon 
from which to taste chili samples from the participants. 
You will also be able to place your vote for the “People’s 
Choice” along with the “Judges Choice” award for the 
number one taste in town!  
 Please remember - this is only while supplies last. 
Some participants run out earlier than others, so get 
there early and try them all.
 Mark your calendars now and join in the fun during 
Port Perry BIA’s “Celebration of Harvest” event.
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Perry. But it wouldn’t be long before she would set her sights on her next 
grand adventure.

It was 1994, a few months shy of her 21st birthday, when Heather 
decided to move to New York. With a single bag of clothes and a pair of 
rollerblades, she hopped on the bus and headed to the Big Apple, trading in 
the sprawling greenery and the small-town life of Port Perry for the glitz and 
glamour of New York City. She knew of only one other person living there 
– a brief acquaintance – but it was all she needed. 

The moment she stepped off the bus in New York, she sought out his 
place of business and asked if he could spare his couch for a few nights until 
she found another place to stay. Funny enough, the faithful couch became 
her staple residence for the next few months. “I lived on friends’ couches,” 
Heather says, “I just started networking and everyone was willing to help 
out,” she says, adding that it was ‘the New York way’ – everyone is trying to 
make it and everyone does what they can to help out.

 And Heather did everything she could to make it by – waitressing, 
managing a restaurant – all while still pursuing her modelling career and 
enjoying the new place she now called home.  

After a few years in the modelling world, Heather decided it was time to 
step out of the spotlight and get behind the scenes. In 1999, she got her first 
real New York City ‘high-power’ job at Me & Ro, a small jewellery company 
(at the time), handling the company’s public relations and marketing. The 
company grew fast and was soon catering to a heavy celebrity clientele. 

Heather would spend the next 4 ! years there, gaining first-hand experi-
ence in the world of business, marketing and PR. However, no high-power 
job could have prepared her for the day in which, “everything changed.”

We all remember September 11th was a beautiful, sunny morning. It was 
nothing but clear, blue skies in New York. Heather was living in Brooklyn 
at the time, about 6 km from the World Trade Center (her job at Me & Ro 
was only 10 blocks away from the site) and it was just another day of getting 
ready for work. 

She and one of her roommates were about to leave their apartment for 
the day when they saw on the news that a plane had crashed into one of the 
WTC towers. Because Manhattan sits on a hill, they could see the towers and 
the smoke from their apartment window.

 Not sure what to do or how serious the situation was, they headed 
into work. “Planes fly close to the towers all the time,” she says. “We thought 
it was probably a little passenger plane.” 

Leaving their apartment, they were immediately struck by paper falling 
from the sky. They headed for the 
subway, and after only a short ride 
the train came to a sudden stop, 
resulting in many people falling.  
She learned later, that as the driver 
approached the end of the tunnel, 
he had witnessed the second plane 
crashing into the tower, which 
instinctually forced him to slam on 
the brakes. 

Once the train started moving 
again, Heather noticed the panic in everyone’s eyes. At this point, she was 
trying to remain calm and collected for those around her.  When she and her 
roommate got to work they were terrified and not sure if they should head 
back home. 

She could see people running on the streets below and the sky was 
covered in a thick black smoke. She tried calling her mother, but a cable had 
been hit, which left no radio, television or phones working in her building. 
She managed to get a few emails out to her mom, but conversations were cut 
short. 

 September 11, 2001 started as a 
regular working day for me as Durham 
Region’s Deputy Chief of Police.
 After our morning meeting, a 
director entered my office to report 
an aircraft had just flown into the 
World Trade Center.  I joined him a 
few minutes later.  As the wall screen 
displayed the newscast of the crash 
event, it was becoming clear this crash 
was not accidental then the second 
plane struck the twin tower.
 Reports indicated other aircraft 
were also off course and assumed to 
be under terrorist control.  The morn-
ing filled with emergency responders 
attending to the buildings while Police 
Intelligence Units were activated to 
liaise and coordinate the investigative 
arm of these attacks.  
 The North American skies were 
closed for business and potential 
Durham targets were notified and 
monitored for suspicious activities.  As 
the buildings collapsed we knew the 
victim count would be extensive. 
 The day was filled with shock, 
disbelief, anger and sorrow as the 
reported body count of office work-
ers and emergency responders grew 
in numbers. Staff and citizens were 
overwhelmed by the viciousness of 
the attack. 
 The years that have followed 
has changed the face of policing as it 
addresses the growing fear and likeli-
hood of terrorist attacks on our con-
tinent and around the world. 
 It’s a day that I will never forget.

CHUCK MERCIER

REMEMBERS

Continued from page 5

“Planes fly close to the 
towers all the time – we 
thought it was probably a 
little passenger plane.” 

. . .  Heather Knopp
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“We thought it was armageddon, we didn’t know 
what would happen next. Would they bomb the bridge? 
We watched in fear,” she says, still possessing a look of 
terror in her eyes as if the event had just happened.  “The 
worst scenarios run through your head.”

 Suddenly, Heather and her co-workers felt the earth 
move as the towers collapsed. Bracing for the worst, 
Heather says they all stood together in a circle, holding 
hands. 

When they were finally given the ‘okay’ to leave, 
Heather and her roommate joined the mobs of people on 
the city streets. “It looked like a mole run,” she says. Some 
people were screaming, some were crying, others were 
stopping to try and get a picture. 

With nothing to do but start the long walk home, 
Heather made her way to the Brooklyn Bridge for what 
she described earlier as the most moving, touching and 

vivid experi-
ence of her 
life. 

After the 
event, it took 
a long time 
for Heather to 
be emotion-
ally ready 
to watch the 
news cover-
age.  “It was 

too much, I was trying to heal, we all deal with it in our 
own way,” she explains, adding that the attacks not only 
affected her emotionally, but also changed the way she 
lived in the city. “I wouldn’t go on the subway; I would 
only ride my bike,” she says. “I had to be in control, I 
never wanted to feel trapped.” 

Although Heather was initially reluctant to watch any 
coverage, she did head back to the site of the event only a 
few days later. After witnessing the suffering, but also the 
compassion felt by her fellow New Yorkers, she just had to 

go back. “If you don’t, you’re not human,” she says simply. 
“After it all happened, some people needed to get out, 

to get away,” she adds. “But I thought, if you’re running, 
they’re winning. You have to face that demon, go back 
to work, get back to a routine.” And that’s exactly what 
Heather did. 

Despite her family’s pleas for her to return home, she 
was determined to stay. She returned to work and tried to 
get back to her routine, despite the trauma, anxiety and 
heavy weight on her heart. 

She started a new job at Robert Lighton, a watch 
company, in 2003, managing the company’s advertising, 
marketing and promotion. She would stay there another 
four years before eventually deciding to move home to 
Port Perry to be with her family. “It was a life choice to 
come back, I wanted a new start,” Heather explains. “And 
it’s the best choice I made.” 

Her love for jewellery and experience working at 
Robert Lighton landed Heather a job at Dana’s Goldsmith-
ing in town. Now, Heather has found herself a position 
she wholeheartedly enjoys at MTC, a manufacturing and 
technology centre in Whitby. “I’ve always loved jewellery 
and gadgets,” she says with a smile. 

Having come to terms with the event that forever 
changed her life, Heather says today she is a completely 
different person. “This whole experience taught me to be 
thankful for what you have in life. To never take anything 
for granted,” she says.

 She still keeps in touch with all her friends in New 
York via emailing and Facebook, which she says allows 
her to always feel close to her old life in New York. But she 
couldn’t be happier to be here in Port Perry, safe and close 
to the ones she loves. 

 Another life lesson this experience has taught her: 
“Love everyone you have. We are meant to be on this 
planet for a reason, we need to find our purpose. Always 
try to help people and always know how lucky you are.”

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

“After it happened some  
people needed to get away 
– but I thought if you’re  
running – they’re are winning.  
You have to face that demon.”

. . .  Heather Knopp
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 The Big Brothers Big Sisters North Durham invite area 
residents to help them celebrate the 35th anniversary of the 
organization in Scugog, by attending a special fundraising 
evening they are calling, “Share A Little Magic Fundraiser.”
 Organizers are inviting people from across Scugog 
Township and Durham Region to join them and “share the 
magic.”
 This special event will take place at the Scugog Com-
munity Centre on Saturday, September 24 beginning  at 6 
p.m. with cocktails and a fabulous silent auction followed 
by a multi course dinner at 7 p.m. and some magical enter-
tainment. 
 The evening will conclude with guests dancing the 
night away to some great tunes.
 If you are interested in attending or becoming a spon-
sor of this worthwhile organization, please call 905-985-
3733 for more information.
 Big Brothers and Sisters of North Durham have been 
providing mentoring programs to children and youth in 
Scugog and surrounding communities for 34 years.
 Public support is vital to the continued success of the 
organization – so children can continue to benefit through 
your support. 

Big Brother/Sisters want
to “Share A Little Magic”

YOUR NEIGHBOU
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1893 Scugog St., Port Perry
Open from 7:00am to 10:00pm

Worth switching supermarkets for.

Food allergies are a serious issue, 
and they affect approximately 6% 
of young children (Health Canada). 
Many schools have policies in place 
that restrict students from bringing food 
containing nuts to school. 
Here are just some of our amazing PC 
peanut-free snack products, perfect for 
hungry kids!

• PC Chocolate Chip Little Penguins Soft Cookies
• PC Banana Mini Muf! ns      • PC Arrow-Root Biscuits
• PC Whole Grain Cereal Bars      • PC Dipped & Chewy Granola Bars 
• PC Carrot Cakes      • PC Cheddar Little Penguins Snack Crackers

 This Blackstock family, from left, Chikako, Boyd, Kaz 
and Ren  Vanderheul, visited an elementary school in Sen-
dai, which was damaged in an earthquake on a recent trip 
to Japan.  The family delivered letters from Canadian chil-
dren and friends along with a donation to the school. They 
reported being warmly welcomed by both the students, 
and staff at the school.

Photo courtesy of the Vanderheul family



PINE GROVE CEMETERY
PART ONE

 Cemeteries are not merely the reminders of those 
who lived here before us, they are much, much more.  
These monuments reveal the history of our commu-
nity and reflect the social, political, religious, medi-
cal, economic and natural influences of the times.

  The largest cemetery in today’s municipality of 
Scugog is the Pine Grove Cemetery in Prince Albert.  
This is a resting place for citizens mainly from the 
former Reach Township   

  There are many local cemeteries associated with 
the communities of Blackstock, Caesarea, Epsom, 
Greenbank, Nestleton, Seagrave and Utica, and 
several on Scugog Island. In addition, there are 
small plots scattered around the township but 
Pine Grove is the largest.  These and other cem-
eteries will be featured in later articles here in 
Focus on Scugog.

  A unique aspect of Pine Grove Cem-
etery is the broad scope of influence that 
so many of this community’s citizens have 
had on the nation, and beyond.  The earthly 
remains of over 8,000 souls lie here, rever-
ently placed in its soil. 

   The first white settlers in Reach 
Township were Reuben Crandell, his wife 
Catherine and their children.  Reuben 
and Catherine lie buried about 30 metres 
north of the south entrance, on the right 
hand side of the drive way.  

   The Crandells settled just 
west of Prince Albert in 1821 
and lived alone, isolated from 
civilization for almost 3 years. In 
1824 they were joined by Abner  
Hurd and Daniel Dayton and 
their families.  The Hurd family 
bought several parcels of land 

including the northeast of the four corners of what 
is now Prince Albert.   

     The settlement was initially recorded on maps 
as Dayton’s Corners or Reach. When Queen Victo-
ria married Prince Albert in 1840, the community 
celebrated its loyalty by renaming the community 
in his honour. 

     When Abner Hurd’s wife Anna died in 1831, 
the family buried her on their own property in 
what is now the south section of the Pine Grove 
Cemetery.  Abner then made the property avail-
able for burials for others in the community. 
Anna’s grave, the oldest in the cemetery, is a 
small, low white granite monument just inside 

the south entrance on the right hand side. 
    By 1845 the community of Prince Albert 
had grown to over 200 people, and was 

the largest in the region. The town-
ship’s first post office was opened here 

in 1851. The community became a thriv-
ing commercial centre with five hotels, 
a tannery, a school, many stores, three 
churches and seven grain merchants.  Its 
importance was due to the enterprise 

of those grain merchants who bought, 
stored and sold grain and by the late 
1850s Prince Albert had become, by 
trade volume, the second largest grain 

handling centre in Canada!  
   By 1860 more than fifty buri-

als had taken place on the Hurd 
property.

At this point, the com-
munity realized the need 
for an official cemetery.  
In 1862 a committee was 
established with Thomas 
Forman as chairman.   

Please turn to page 41
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This is the first in a series 
of articles by local historian Paul Arculus 

about the cemeteries of Scugog Township.  Cemeteries 
provide an interesting way to find information on the events and 

changing demographics in the history of a community. Here in Scugog we can 
find evidence of tragic accidents, epidemics, scandals and even murder hidden among 

the tombstones.  We have a variety of cemeteries, large and small scattered throughout our 
        community and over the next few months, Paul will take us on a journey around the municipality to view many of them.  

      The series begins this month by taking a look at the township’s largest cemetery, Prince Albert’s Pine Grove Cemetery. 
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 911! Whew, what a memory!
 At first I thought a small aircraft 
had wandered off course and inadver-
tently smacked into a skyscraper... it 
had happened before... and since.
 Then my staff suggested I come out 
of a meeting and see what was happen-
ing on the office TV!
 I will never forget watching the 
second airliner veer in a crescent- type 
turn and pierce the second World 
Trade Center tower. I had been to that 
building in 1981!
 At first I was bewildered, then 
shocked, then fear and sorrow set in 
for the innocent people that were just 
going about their daily lives, making a 
living for their families!
 Then anger! I am still angry!  These 
people never hurt anybody... who were 
the cowards that would do such a 
thing?
 I believe we were all in a daze for a 
few days, trying to figure it out.
 A dose of reality hit me when I 
arrived home from work early, a day 
or so later. One of my neighbours was 
puttering around in his yard and I asked 
him why he would be home early – he 
works in the city! He just looked at me 
and explained he had no work to go to. 
He worked for Kantor-Fitzgerald out 
of New York and his entire company 
and co-workers had been rubbed out 
by the first jet that hit the towers!
 I could go on with follow-up 
thoughts and stories if space allowed 
but just let me say that I will never for-
get September 11, 2001.

BRIAN CALLERY

REMEMBERS

en sat and watched in disbelief as the scene unfolded before their eyes glued to 
the television. It wasn’t long before she started to worry about her friends, so 
she picked up her phone and started calling. No one answered. It was at this 
point she started to become concerned, since all nine of her friends worked for 
Cantor-Fitzgerald, a large financial institution that operated from the 101st to 
105th floors, in tower one of the World Trade Center.
         Unable to contact any of them, she was finally able to reach an acquain-
tance who worked in an adjacent building to the towers. He informed her 
that he had been told to stay in the building, but Pam urged him to get out as 
quickly as possible.
 In her client’s room, they continued to watch in horror as the second 
tower was hit by another airliner.  It was at this point they decided to leave the 
hotel. Exiting from the lobby onto Fifth Avenue, they were stunned to see cars, 
trucks and pedestrian traffic had come to a complete standstill on a street that 
is one of New York City’s busiest and most congested.
 People were getting out of their cars in shock, while others stood staring 
at a column of black smoke billowing over top of the buildings many blocks 
away. More confused and frightened people craned their necks upward to 
watch a large television screen, on one of the buildings, which was showing 
the disaster as it unfolded.
 “People just stood there in silent disbelief,” she recalls.
 As the magnitude of the tragedy became more evident, people began to 
look for ways to help. Expecting there would be a great need for blood, many 
started walking towards a hospital a few blocks away, unaware that there 
would be little need for blood, since most of those in the towers would die.
 In the hours that followed, Pam recalls dozens of low flying jets flying 
over the city patrolling the skies. “The sounds of jets scare me to this day,” she 

says. “We kept thinking it was more 
terrorists coming to crash their jets 
– it was really terrifying.”
      But she’s proud of how the city 
pulled together and speaks highly 
of Mayor Rudy Giuliani, who was 
there throughout the ordeal, provid-
ing support and hope for everyone 
and attending most, if not all, of the 

funerals for firefighters and rescue personnel.
 Red Cross volunteers, firefighters from out of state or country, rescue 
workers and thousands of citizens pitched in to help day after day, providing 
meals, clothing, water, comfort, support and sleeping accommodation.
 Pam can’t remember exactly, but thinks it was probably two or three days 
before she realized she had lost all of her “Hampton” friends. Those nine men 
and women were among the 658 employees of the firm Cantor-Fitzgerald that 
lost their lives when tower one came crashing down in a giant plume of dense, 
grey dust.
      “I have no idea how many funerals I attended in the days following the 
terrorist attacks.” Pam says, “I attended so many funerals – often many in one 
day – for my friends, firefighters and emergency workers.”
 It was during the time she was assisting near the site that she met a Cana-
dian rescue worker who would later become her husband. After he left New 
York City to return to his home in Toronto, they kept in touch by phone and 
frequent visits for more than a year. They married in New York City in 2003 
and immediately moved to Toronto. Two years later, on a trip to visit friends 

“We kept thinking it was 
more terrorists coming to 
crash their jets – it was  
really terrifying.”. . .  Pam Hollett

Continued from page 4



FOCUS - SEPTEMBER 2011  41   

On the morning of September 11, 
2001, I opened my front door to wel-
come a young mother into our Toronto 
home. She brought her baby, and I 
had my three young ones already at 

We had barely poured our tea 
when the phone rang. It was my 
husband Brent, calling from the 
downtown church where he worked, 
to tell me that something horrible was 
happening in New York City. I turned 
on the TV as Brent ended our call.

My new friend and I never did get 

now infamous images played out 
on the TV. We barely spoke. Later, 
I watched our eldest son create a 
stack of lego blocks as high as he 
could make it, and then plow it down 
with a toy airplane. I felt badly that 
his young world now included a 
scene of horror.

Two years ago our family piled into 
our van and spent the days between 
Christmas and New Year’s in New 
York City. On the afternoon of New 
Year’s Eve, we made our way to 
‘Ground Zero’. 

We read some of the tributes, 
including a Christmas tree decorated 
with photos and poems to lives lost. 
Hawkers sold commemorative books. 
Commuters streamed by us. It was 
grey and cold. Surreal. And impos-
sible to believe that such horror had 
played out in the spot we stood, in 
the heart of a city that did seem to 
encompass all the possibilities in the 
world, including, I suppose, the worst 
you could imagine. 

KAREN STILLER

REMEMBERS

in Scugog, they fell in love with the town and it wasn’t long before they pur-
chased a house and moved into Port Perry.
 Before meeting her husband Pam says she was career driven and a rather 
superficial person. “I had pretty much given up on the chance of having chil-
dren and knew I would never leave New York.”
 That was ten years ago and today she admits, it was that one day in Sep-
tember 2001 that changed her life forever. She now has two young boys, a beau-
tiful home, supportive husband and more genuine friends than she could have 
ever anticipated. “I appreciate life much more and feel I’m a kinder person,” 
she says.
 But despite her new life far away from the glitz and glamour of New York 
City – the city she called home for so long – the impact and memories of that 
day still haunt her from time to time.
 Corresponding with a friend last year, the first time she had openly ex-

pressed her thoughts since the 
attacks, she wrote about how she 
had been changed forever. She 
says “little things” that she never 
thought of before, now bring 
tears to her eyes and flood her 
brain with unforgettable images.
        She cries when she hears 
bagpipes no matter where she is 
– a memory of the hauntingly sad 

sound of the bagpipes being played the numerous funerals she attended. “They 
(bagpipers) were everywhere,” she recalls. And as unlikely as it may seem 
– carnations, red fire trucks and bright clear skies all bring back similar feelings 
and memories.
 Confetti is yet another reminder. Anyone who witnessed the towers col-
lapsing on television, could not forget the scene of thousands of pieces of paper 
floating to earth like confetti. It’s a scene Pam can’t shake from her memory 
either. “Many of us still get scared by it – shredded paper was everywhere 
downtown,” she recalled.
 This traumatic experience may have scarred her, but she’s thankful for the 
changes it made in her life. Ten years ago, she says, she probably would have 
talked through the national anthem, avoided church and just lived for the next 
big party. “I was too young to understand about Vietnam when I was growing 
up and patriotism was just a word.”
 Today I can’t get through the national anthem (both American and Cana-
dian) without tearing up. I never thought about it before. Heck, I even get wet 
eyes when I see those sweet old men handing out poppies at the grocery store,” 
she admits.
 Over the past couple of years, when anyone has asked her if she will be 
attending a special service or planning to see a film about 9/11, she simply 
answered “no”, and for good reason. Pam says the answer may seem to come 
across as if she’s forgotten, but that’s not the case at all. “It’s just still too pain-
ful,” she admits.
 Despite her reluctance to let that day control her life, there’s little doubt 
when the tenth anniversary of the terrorist attacks on New York arrives – the 
city in which she grew up, worked and lived – there will be a pain in her heart 
and a tear in her eye.
 In her words to a good friend - “we can never forget.” 
 By J. Peter Hvidsten
 Focus on Scugog

“Today I can’t get through the 
national anthem (American 
or Canadian) without tearing 
up – I never really thought 
about it before.” . . .  Pam Hollett
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MURDER MYSTERY EVENING
 It’s the swinging 60s! A renowned local obstetrician 
is found dead, but is it an accident or murder? His griev-
ing widow and children demand an answer. 
 Explore Scugog Shores Museum Village and help 
Dr. Paul Pepper, Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine, and 
his group of hippie friends solve this mysterious crime. 
All assistant detectives will have the opportunity to 
interview the villagers and search for clues. 
 Prizes, donated by local merchants, will be awarded 
to the detectives who catch the culprit. The Murder Mys-
tery Evening will take place Friday, September 9, tickets 
are $17 and must be purchased in advance. Tickets sell 
out every year so get yours early to avoid disappoint-
ment. 
 Scugog Shores Museum is located at 16210 Island 
Rd. For more information call (905) 985-8698 ext. 103 or 
email skelly@scugog.ca .

‘HATS OFF’ AT HERITAGE CENTRE
 With the imagination, style and whimsy of the Scu-
gog Shores Fibre Artists, the Heritage Centre celebrates 
it’s second anniversary with a vast array of hats and 
historical photos.  
 Historical hats from the museum’s collection join 
hand-crafted headwear made by local artists. The grand 
opening of the exhibit is Thursday, September 8th from 
6:00 – 8:00 pm.  
 See this display at the Scugog Shores Heritage 
Centre & Archives, 1655 Reach Street, Port Perry from 
September 8 to October 27.  Centre is open Tuesday to 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 Admission is $4 for adults, $3 for students/seniors, 
$2 for children (5-12) and free for children under 5.

At The Museum
Coming events at Scugog Shores 

Museum and Heritage Centre
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Other executive members included Secre-
tary R.H. Tomlinson and Treasurer Mark 
Currie. They created a company with 
members required to purchase shares 
at $5.00 each. The sale of shares raised 
$535 enabling the committee to buy from 
Abner Hurd an eight acre parcel contain-
ing all of the burial sites and spend $300 
to have the cemetery fenced.

  At their first meeting the board also 
decided to name it the Ontario Pine 
Grove Cemetery, but today it is more 
familiarly known simply as Pine Grove 
Cemetery. 

   Initially, homes and shops stood 
along the west side of the cemetery, 
which is the east side of Jeffrey Street. 
It should be noted that today’s Jeffrey 
Street was originally called Queen Street. 
This was changed when the residents of 
Queen Street in Prince Albert had their 
addresses confused with those on Queen 
Street in Port Perry.  

  The original Hurd cemetery was 
expanded in 1890 and again in 1915 to in-
clude all of these Jeffrey Street properties.  
In 1890 the board purchased a further 
four acres from John Jury and in 1915 the 
Luke property for $800.00.    

  At the north-east end of the property 
is the “Paupers’ section reserved for those 
who could not afford to buy a plot or a 
headstone. 

  A casual walk around the cemetery 
will reveal that in 1875 and 1876, almost a 
hundred burials took place in Pine Grove, 
twice the normal number for any compa-
rable period. This was due to a typhoid 
epidemic which took its toll across the 
country. 

    Prior to the mid twentieth century, 
diseases such as typhoid fever and 
respiratory ailments such as T.B. and 
influenza were deadly. Particularly viru-
lent outbreaks of typhoid fever occurred 
in the mid 1860s and mid 1870s and a 
strong influenza virus appeared in 1881.  

    Unfortunately, the most vulnerable 
to these diseases were the infants and 
the elderly. Three monuments typify the 
outcome of these epidemics. 

 1. The Forman monument, a tall 
grey needle-like monument which lies 
against the south fence tells us that 
Thomas Forman, the chairman of the 
cemetery board, lost his wife Marga-
ret in April 1863, his 15-month-old 
daughter Janet in April 1864 and  his 
nine-year-old daughter Annie in August 
1865. Forman married Eleanor Taylor 
but she lost their first child, an infant 
son in July 1866.

2.  One of the most poignant monu-
ments in the cemetery reads simply: 
“James Moon, 1819-1896, Catherine 
Mark his wife, 1830-1916 and nine in-
fant children.”  Research in the Scugog 
Museum Archives reveals that on July 
20, 1876 their daughter Sarah died of 
typhoid fever. In September that year, 
their daughter Susan died and exactly 
a week later their daughter Maria suc-
cumbed to the epidemic. James’ brother, 
William Moon of Seagrave lost his 
daughter Susan, also in September 1876. 
The monument to the Moon family is a 
simple low, red granite slab a few me-
tres north of the south entrance on the 
right hand side of the driveway. 

3.  The Robinson monument at 
the south east corner of the cemetery 
reflects the tragedies of the 1881 influ-
enza epidemic. George and Elizabeth 
Robinson celebrated the first birthday of 
their son on June 6, 1881.  A week later 
he died.  Less than a week afterwards, 
their two-year-old daughter Florence 
Maude  also succumbed to the epidemic 
and then George’s 59-year-old mother 
Mary died in October from the same 
disease. Only four years later George 
and Elizabeth’s 3-year-old son died and 
two years later they lost their three-day-
old infant son Norman.  George lived 
for only another two years after the 
last tragedy.  He died in 1889, no doubt 
from a broken heart. Elizabeth lived for 
52 years as a widow. 

Part Two of Pine Grove Cemetery will appear 
in next month’s issue of Focus on Scugog.

 Local historian Paul 
Arculus, will share his 
wisdom and humour dur-
ing a guided walking tour 
of Pine Grove Cemetery 
later this month.
 Organized by the Lake 
Scugog Historical Society 
this popular tour will 
take place on Wednesday, 
September 14.  
 The walk will begin at 
the south end of the cem-
etery, the oldest section. 
Graves of the rich and 
poor, the famous and the 
humble will be covered 
in the walk. The stories 
revealed in this beautiful 
cemetery range from the 
tragic and heartrending 
to the mysterious.  There 
are even some humourous 
tales to be told.  
 The walk begins at 
6:30 p.m. and lasts about 
an hour and a half.  There 
is no charge for the tour 
but a collection for the 
Lake Scugog Historical 
Society will take place at 
the conclusion of the walk.
 Everyone is invited 
and reminded to bring an 
umbrella in case of rain.

Pine Grove
cemetery walk  
reveals secrets  
of ancestors

Continued from page 37
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 We are hearing more 
and more complaints from 
people who are “ticked-off” 
about the high cost of park-
ing at Port Perry hospital, 
feeling that $6 to park a 
vehicle, especially if you’re 
only going to be inside for a 
short time, is far too much.  
One writer goes so far as 
to suggest if parking was 
reduced to $2, the hospital 
would probably make more 
than by charging $6.  The 
reasoning behind that theo-
ry being that people would 
actually use the facility 
instead of going elsewhere 
to park – just sayin’.

 When you think of 
“cars and gas,” it just seems 
those two items belong 
together – so long as the 
gas goes in the tank.  But 
there is one situation in 
which “cars and gas” are not 
compatible.  Example - one 
of our readers pointed out 
the gas metre sitting danger-
ously unprotected in front 
of Port Perry Marina, with 
no barrier to prevent cars 
from rupturing the pipes.  
This dangerous situation 
could be an accident waiting 
to happen – just saying’.

just
   sayin,

 The village of Greenbank and surrounding area came out in force on Friday, July 
29th, to help celebrate the community’s 35th annual beef barbecue.  The barbecue was 
started in 1976 as a fundraiser for the Greenbank United Church.  Today, 35 years later, 
not much has changed.  Volunteers spend the day cooking up huge hips of beef, donate 
hundreds of pies and cakes, bake brown beans and serve up a meal fit for the hearti-
est appetite.  Once again this year, more than 1,100 people came out and lined up with 
friends, neighbours and family enjoying conversation and often getting reacquainted 
while they waited for freshly sliced beef right off the barbecue and onto their plates.

 Jim Thomson, Brian Lee, Terry Till and Lester Baylis, left to right, show off a couple of the large hips of 
succulent barbecued beef they prepared during the day. Beef sliced right from the hip, baked beans, salads 
and desserts were served to the large hungry crowd.        

WORK.          PLAY.          EXPLORE.
Scout XL 
4 seater

Scout
2 seater

Scout XL 
2 seater

Scout XL 
Camo

Meet the                            - here to help you work, play & explore more.

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD. 14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665
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    Dot Hooker, left, and Kim Thomson with some of the 200 pies which 
had been cut into slices for those attending the barbecue.

Above: John Bruce and Jim Ferguson cutting up portions of beef. 

 Mary Jean Till and Helen Hadden serve up some piping hot 
baked beans to Donna Van Camp.  

 Huge hips of beef, wrapped in foil and wire to keep 
them on the spits are seen during the afternoon, roasting 
over the barbecue pit.

Some of the patrons being served their meal.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten
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UNITED WAY KICK-OFF 
 Looking for a little break from the office at lunch-
time? Then you might try heading down to the Port 
Perry United Way campaign kick-off.

 This year’s event takes place 
on Tuesday, September 13 from 
12 noon to 2 p.m. in front of the 
Scugog Township municipal of-
fices on Perry Street.
 While tempting your taste 
buds at the free barbeque, you 
can watch some of the town-
ship’s business people, politi-
cians and organizations compete 
for the coveted “Trike Race” 

championship. Guaranteed laughs and good fun for both 
spectators and competitors.
 The United Way is looking for more riders, so if you 
are interested in entering a team, contact Cheryl Manikas 
at 905-985-9399. The action begins at noon September 13 
from 12 noon, don’t miss it!

 THE BOARDWALK ART FAIR
 The second annual Boardwalk Art Fair, sponsored by 
the Scugog Council for the Arts, takes place along Port 
Perry’s lakefront walk in Palmer Park later this month.
  Visitors and patrons will be able to stroll along 
the waterfront to view and purchase original works by 
regional and provincial artists in all types of media.
 In addition to the the “Boardwalk Art Fair” on 
Sunday, September 25, the Port Perry BIA will welcome 
visitors to Queen St. to enjoy special events and a chili 
cook-off as part of the annual “Celebrate the Harvest” 
event. Admission to both events is free and the “Board-
walk Art Fair” will be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

SAVOUR THE SEASON

 Durham “Savour the Season” is a 10 day culinary 
experience that will tempt the most seasoned diner.
 Three Port Perry restaurants, Harp & Wylies Ca-
nadian Grill House, Front Porch Bistro and Salvatore’s 
Trattoria are among the 30 restaurants throughout 
Durham Region that will be creating exclusive prix fixe 
menus and serving up mouth watering dishes.
 Many of the restaurants will be partnering with lo-
cal producers to use fresh-from-the-garden ingredients 
for their special menues.
 “Savour The Season” takes place from September 
9-18th. For more information visit www.durhamsavour-
theseason.ca .

just a few things we think are
 worth knowing... 
     if you didn’t already!

In The News...

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

905-436-9090

Whether it’s your family, 
home, business or your 
car, protect what’s 
yours with insurance 
solutions designed 
just for you.

PROTECT

™

With over 130 years 
of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance 

Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township 

and surrounding areas 
with Competitive, 

Comprehensive and 
Personalized service 

since 1917.
193 Queen Street

Port Perry
905-985-7306       

1-800-387-5642

“Scugog’s locally owned 
and operated

General Insurance Broker”

INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED
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SINCE 1917

www.emmersoninsurance.com

216 Queen Street
Port Perry, Ontario L9L 1B9

Tel: 905-985-2171 ~ Fax: 905-985-4572
www.waggfuneralhome.com

MYLES G. O’RIORDAN
Funeral Director / Owner

... Port Perry's only locally 
owned and operated

Funeral Home since 1846 ...

POOL
CLOSING
SEMINAR
September 14, 2011
7:00 pm
        at
Scugog Arena Meeting Room
RSVP: 905-985-9746

135 North Port Rd., Port Perry 
store@blanchardssupply.com
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S      LAR

 Farming has long been the backbone of modern civili-
zation and nowhere is this truer than in Ontario. For the 
past 25 years, however, global supply and demand, the 
profit margins in agriculture and the cost of technology 
has turned this once noble profession into jeopardy.
 Three years ago I was involved in a project of photo-
graphing barns of Scugog, only to discover the majority 
of them were in disrepair, if in fact they were still stand-
ing. Farmers, faced with a bleak future, sought answers 
from government, education and business, without much 
success.
 But James Mann, a resident of Scugog, has helped 
change this with his proposal to replace a farmer’s old 

barn with a brand new barn. He 
then leases it to the farmer for 
a specified period – after which 
time the barn is turned over to 
the farmer at no cost.
 Too good to be true? Not in this 
case because hundreds of farm-
ers are lining up to take advan-
tage of the partnership in order 
to get a new barn. 
 James was raised on a farm in 
southwestern Ontario and com-
pleted an engineering degree fo-

cussing on renewable 
energy and applying 
it to farming. His con-
cept was simple: build 
a barn, furnish it with 
solar panels and sell 
the energy back to 
the grid in order to 
pay for the barn. “I 
was surprised at how 
receptive everyone 
was to the concept” 
James explained. 
 His first task was to find investors and a company 
he could partner with. It was not long after he began to 
pitch his idea that Hay Solar ULC (www.haysolar.com) 
was developed to assist Ontario farmers with the project, 
process applications and liaise with the Ontario Power 
Authority. 
 The procedure begins when a farmer simply fills in an 
application online, which is processed by Hay Solar. Once 
approved, Hay Solar leases about an acre of land from 
the farmer and builds a barn on the acre of land on the 
farmer’s property. According to the Hay Solar website, 
the barn is owned by Hay Solar during the term of the 

Local firm builds barns 
at no cost to farmers

James Mann  

O FARMING

Please turn to page 46
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lease and the farmer has exclusive use of the inside 
of the building. Hay Solar has exclusive use of the 
roof for solar energy production. After the lease is 
terminated, the farm building and the solar instal-
lation become the property of the farmer.
 In a nutshell Ontario’s FIT program insures 
a guaranteed pricing structure for renewable 
electricity production, offering long-term 20 year 
contracts for energy generated from renewable 
sources, including solar. In order to qualify a 
barn must produce in excess of 10 kwh at its 
peak. (Structures such as private homes, which 
produce less than 10 kwh fall under the mi-
croFIT program).
 James and his crew of barn experts adhere 
to the National Farm Building Code of Canada 
and expect to see the construction of hun-
dreds of new Hay Solar barns over the next 
few years. The top of the barn is capped with 
hundreds of solar panels placed strategically to 
maximize the energy of the sun. At completion 
the solar system is connected to the grid and 
electricity begins to flow into Ontario’s energy 
system which will reduce Ontario’s require-
ment for burning coal and other fossil fuels. 
 Hay Solar accesses no cost to the farmer 
for the construction of the new barn, but the 
downside is that the farmer does not get any 
significant payments for the lease of the acre 
of land. In addition, the farmer will not able 
to apply for their own solar system on the 
same farm.  
 The farmer uses the barn for normal day-to-day busi-
ness and is unmindful of the electricity being generated 
by the structure. Over the term of the 20 year lease, Hay 
Solar receives the solar revenue from the Ontario Power 
Authority and Hay Solar has one option to renew the lease 
for five years after which the farmer receives full title to 
the structure and then the lease is terminated. 
 At that point the farmer can continue to feed the solar 
power into the grid and reap the benefits, if he wishes. The 
first barn is complete and proudly stands in Scugog Town-
ship. 
 “My family and I moved to Port Perry 10 years ago 
and immediately fell in love with the area” said James. 
“We moved here to breed horses; however, we always had 
a problem finding good storage for our hay. We cut our 
own hay on our farm in Port Perry but we were forced to 
use our indoor riding arena for hay storage because we 
could not justify the cost of a proper hay barn.” 
 “Now I am pleased to say that our new barn is full of 
hay and our riding arena is empty for the first time ever 
– except for the riders! Finally, it makes sense to build a 
barn and have a safe and cost effective way to store hay 
without using valuable space in our other buildings.” 
James smiled proudly as he spoke.
 James’ company, Mann Engineering (www.mannengi-
neering.com) is a leader in renewable energy specializing 
in ground-based solar projects, commercial rooftops and 

James Mann with his horse and  

a solar barn in the background.

now they are involved with the largest agricultural 
solar systems in Ontario. His company is currently con-
structing four more barns in Seagrave, which should be 
operational this summer.
 In the last few years we have grown to live with 
brownouts as our summers continually become hotter 
(since 1998 each summer has been hotter than the pre-
vious). Brownouts occur during the hottest days when 
our electricity consumption peaks. Coincidentally solar 
energy reaches its maximum efficiency at the same time 
thus feeding the grid and lowering the possibility of 
brownouts. The concept is amazing and very easy to 
embrace. 
 James Mann has created and developed a model 
which allows everyone to win. Farmers have brand-
new barns, renewable energy is supplied for everyone’s 
use and investors receive a return for their invest-
ment. The concept could not come at a better time. As 
energy costs continue to increase, farmers struggle and 
research and development of new industries is costly. 
Congratulations James for doing more than your share 
to make our planet healthy again. 

By Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 45



! e end of summer, a time to get out and enjoy those precious moments 
of fun in the sun we have left. But while you work in that last trip to the 
beach, it’s important to remember to set aside time for repair projects 
around the house! If you don’t get to them now, you could end up re-
gretting it when the chill of the winter sets in. 

Sales & Installation
• Windows & Coverings
• Doors • Siding • Sunrooms

182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.

Visit our new website and see why there’s so much more at… 

www.windowstore.ca

Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed

®

Three characteristics that make it an excellent choice.
•  Soapstone adjusts to heat. You can place a red-hot pan or 

dish on a surface without any damage to the counter.
•  Soapstone is non-porous; therefore products that traditionally 

stain a natural stone will not penetrate the surface. Other sur-
faces such as granite, marble or limestone have to be repeat-
edly sealed to prevent staining from a variety of liquids.

•  Soapstone is chemically neutral so acids like lemon or tomato 
juice do not affect it nor do alkali’s found in some household 

cleaners. ‘No other solid surface countertop material possess-
es these three characteristics’.
To learn more about soapstone and slate countertops, please 

drop in, call us, or visit our website.

N&G Soapstone
8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville/Uxbridge
1-866-421-4425 • www.soapstoneontario.com  

See our ad on page 49.

What Qualities Make Soapstone Kitchen Friendly

It seems hard to think about fall maintenance when it is 
still warm and sunny outside. Although tempted to put it 
o"  until the weather gets chilly, getting someone to come 
out and fi x a broken water heater or balky furnace in the 
middle of freezing cold temperatures isn’t nearly as easy 
as getting someone to prevent potential problems ahead 
of time -- preferably during mild fall weather.
Whether your home improvement projects are aimed at 
reducing your winter heating costs or beautifying your 
home, now is the time to start.
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Located at 182 Northport Rd (Unit #7), we offer a complete 
range of renovation services. Since our opening almost a decade 
ago, it has always been our priority to provide our customers with 
the best window and door products available. Adding to our core 
business, we have also expanded our products and services to 
include exterior siding, eavestrough and aluminum work. We 
also install sunrooms and additions, metal roo! ng, porch en-
closures, interior window coverings and shutters as well as base-
ment renovations and aluminum and glass railings. For a com-
plete range of products and services please visit our website.

We provide professional installation with our in house in-
stallation staff (not sub-contractors) and carry WSIB and 
Liability insurances. We also supply products for the do-
it-yourself homeowner. No matter what project you’re tackling, 
we have the expertise and the products to make your renova-
tion a success. Consultations and estimates are free and please 
feel free to visit our ever expanding showroom or  see us on-
line  and see for yourself why we are The Window Store...
and so much more!

The Window Store
182 Northport Rd. (Unit #7)
905-985-6665
www.windowstore.ca
See our ad on page 47.

Welcome to The Window Store... and so much more!

Mattress
OUTLET
Pillow Pedic 2” Pillow Top

180 Casimir St., Port Perry

905-985-6023

QUEEN $300.

DOUBLE $250.

TWIN $200.

Made in

Canada

MANY IN

STOCK

170 Casimir Street, Port Perry • 905-985-0715    

*Made With CRYSTALLIZED™ 
Swarovski Elements.

Limited Edition Swarovski Crystallized Direct Vent Fireplace*

SEPTEMBER

SPECIAL!

ALL INSTALLATIONS 

1/2 PRICE

BBQ’S & FIREPLACE OUTLET

O V E R R I D G E

- triple weather stripping
-  multi-point locking for a better seal and 

added security
-   100% airtight & watertight 

fusion welded frames
- can withstand 350 km/hr winds
-   have a fully transferable 

LIFETIME warranty!

Our  Strassburger                              
vinyl windows have:

Se
rv
in
g
Po

rt P
erry&

Area
For

OVER
30

YEARS

S!"#$# K%&!'() D(*%#)

240 Mary Street, Port Perry (side door entrance)
905-985-9506

www.scugogkitchendesign.com

S!"#$# K%&!'() D(*%#)

S!"#$# K%&!'() D(*%#)
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    Also       • 12 x 12 Floor Tiles   • 3 x 6 Subway Wall Tiles 

Available:   • Cabinet Knobs   • Fireplace Face Kits & Hearths

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville/Uxbridge
905-640-6213   •   1-866-421-4425

Visit our showroom for a personal demonstration 

Monday - Friday: 8:00am-4:30pm, 
By Appointment After Hours

www.soapstoneontario.comwww.soapstoneontario.com

SOAPSTONE AND SLATE COUNTERTOPS

HOME AND COTTAGEHOME AND COTTAGE

Stylish colours, smart upgrades.
! e best choice for window coverings in Scugog. 

905-213-2583
Joe Gibson, Blackstock

www.budgetblinds.com/portperry

FREE In-Home
Consultation
•  Great selection of 

brands and styles
•  “Expert Fit” measuring   
    and installation
•  Satisfaction

Guaranteed

“Reduce energy costs and eliminate 
dangling cords with custom cellular shades”

Top-down/

bottom-up styles allow 

you to enhance your view 

from both sides.

JAMES PAPIA
Certified Arborist               #SO-4204A

•   Tree Trimming 
& Pruning

•   Tree & 
Stump Removal

•  Arbor Consultation

905-982-1998
treeriffi c@gmail.com

It’s not too early to be thinking about Christmas and 
having that traditional turkey dinner in your brand new 
kitchen.  Take advantage of our extended summer pro-
motion into the fall season; FREE INSTALLATION, FREE 
SINK & FAUCET, NO TAX!

At Scugog Kitchen Design, we offer our customers the 
latest in design innovation, quality products and our un-
conditional guarantee of 100% customer satisfaction.  
Our custom cabinets are designed and installed by our 
team of skilled designers and craftsmen.

Scugog Kitchen Design is owned and operated by Janet 
Goris, a resident of Scugog Township for over 30 years 
and working alongside her team of professionals which 
together have over 14 years experience in the kitchen 
industry.

Please stop by our design studio at 240 Mary Street 
(2nd ! oor) for more information on our products and 
custom options.  You can also visit our website or call 
Janet @ 905-985-9506.

Scugog Kitchen Design
240 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-985-9506
www.scugogkitchendesign.com
See our ad on page 48.

Is A Dream Kitchen On Your Christmas Wish List?
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Professional 
Drywaller - 
General
Contractor
stucco
siding
decks
fences
… etc.

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

VALLANCE 

Serving
Durham Region 

since 1992 *see dealer for details

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
      FREE
WOOD-PRO™ KIT

AN $85 
VALUE!

with the purchase of a participating 
STIHL Chain Saw*

Systems Inc.

DON’T FORGET YOUR
SOFTENER SALT
• Pro’s Pick
• Red-Out
• Diamond Crystal

Family Business Since 1950

7675 Baldwin St., Hwy. 12, 
Brooklin

905-655-4544
LICENCED
BY M.O.E.

TE
ST

ED ANDVALIDATED

U
N

D
ER

INDUSTRY STANDAR
D

STM ®

CANADIAN

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER

TMFREE WATER TEST

CANADA’S
#1

SOFTENER

Kinetico®

Voted #1
by

DURHAM
BUSINESS

NEWS

Kinetico®

CONSUMER’S
DIGEST

BEST BUY

With fall on it’s way, it’s time to think of home im-
provement projects.

With energy-saving efforts on everyone’s mind, deco-
rating with cellular shades is a great idea. Their design 
looks simple on the surface, but look closer and you’ll 
see that cellular shades not only look great, they also 
have insulating properties that helps keep your home 
warm in the winter and cool in the summer. 

Cellular shades are available in a Top-down Bottom-up 
feature and in both light-! ltering and room-darkening 
qualities.  As well, the cordless option meets the high-
est safety standard for keeping children and pets safe 
from harm.  Cellular shades are also a great solution for 
skylights or odd shapes such as arches. 

Please give Budget Blinds a call to schedule your 
FREE In Home Consultation.

Budget Blinds
905-213-2583
www.budgetblinds.com/portperry

See our ad on page 49.

Think Cellular Shades
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 The Borelians Community Theatre 
is busy preparing for its next production 
- the 1938 Pulitzer Prize winning drama 
“Our Town”, by Thornton Wilder. “Our 
Town” has since become a classic of the 
theatre, widely performed all across 
North America. 
The show chron-
icles the life of 
a small town in 
New Hampshire 
from the years 
1901-1913, center-
ing on the budding romance, and even-
tual marriage of Emily Webb and George 
Gibb.
 The play uses minimal sets and 
props, and is narrated by a character 
known as the Stage Manager, a kindly 
soul who introduces us to all of the won-
derful, and ordinary folk of this wonder-
fully ordinary small town. The play is 
funny, moving, tender, and ultimately 

profound. A theatrical experience that 
should be shared by everyone.
 The cast of this production, directed 
by Ruth Smith, features a variety of famil-
iar and new faces to the Port Perry stage, 
young and old alike.  So come on out and 

enjoy an evening of 
classic theatre. 
 And displayed 
in the Patron’s 
Lounge of the Town 
Hall during the 
show will be a se-

ries of photographs depicting Port Perry 
at the turn of the 20th century, provided 
by Scugog Shores Museum.
 Performance dates for the Borelians 
“Our Town” production will be October 
13, 14, 15 and October 20, 21, 22 at 2 p.m. 
and October 15 and 23 at 2 p.m.
 For tickets please visit www.town-
hall1873.ca or for more information please 
visit us at www.borelians.ca .

Borelians to stage Pulitzer Prize 
winner “Our Town” in October

KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
              all year round
Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
               Prom, Evening 
                     Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

CELEBRATING
15 YEARS!

FROG
ON A
HOG

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Serving Scugog Since 1996

Rotary Club
OF PORT PERRY

THANK YOU
to all volunteers, 

participants and sponsors 
who helped to make

Taylor Forder Insurance
Home Hardware
Michael Fowler 

Law Office
Emmerson Insurance

Crabby Joe’s
Ives Personal Touch
MacIntyre Plumbing

Karl Herder Auto Sales
Port Perry BIA

KJ’s Shack

Salvatore’s Trattoria & Cafe
West Shore Marina

Port Perry Chamber of 
Commerce

Dana’s Goldsmithing
Harp & Wylies 

Canadian Grill House
Vos’ Independent Grocer

Jester’s Court
Herrington’s Fine Meats

The Trading Post

Book your team for 2012
www.aquarama.ca

Aquarama 2011 A SUCCESS!!

Century Home & Garden
1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry • 905-985-2672

Where the Spirit of Gardening Lives

Decorate your home for FallDecorate your home for FallDecorate your home for FallDecorate your home for FallDecorate your home for FallDecorate your home for FallDecorate your home for FallDecorate your home for FallDecorate your home for FallDecorate your home for FallDecorate your home for FallDecorate your home for Fall



 Explore the Museum village from 
7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. and help the detectives solve 
a mysterious murder. All assistant detectives will 
have the opportunity to interview the villagers and 
search for clues, in order to get to the bottom of 
this puzzling crime. Prizes, donated by local mer-
chants, will be awarded to the detectives who catch 
the culprit. Tickets must be purchased in advance, 
but they sell out quickly so get yours early to avoid 
disappointment. More information on page 40.
 Date: Friday, September 9
 Starting: 7:30 p.m.
 Location: Scugog Shores Museum Village
 Tickets: $15 each in advance.
               Call 905-985-8698  ex103 or   
           email skelly@scugog.ca

MURDER MYSTERY 
        EVENING Scugog ?What’ s Up`

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
RANDY STIRTZINGER

 Don’t miss this one. Randy Stirtz-
inger plays vibraphone,  

Warren Stirtzinger plays a wicked 
guitar and Duncan Hopkins, bass.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2
MICHAEL FRANCIS TRIO

Mike has been in many bands over the years as 
a studio recording artist. His recordings include: 
Alannis Morrisette, Liona Boyd, Dan Hill, Natalie 

love, Stevie Wonder on this night.  

‘JAZZ AT JESTERS’

      Start Time: 7:00 p.m.
 Location: Jester’s Court, upstairs
 Information: Contact Lynn McDonald at 
 905-985-6086 or lynnjazzvocals@yahoo.ca

 Tickets: $15 per person  View the fruits of the orchard and the vineyard by 
a guided wagon tour. Learn how to determine when 
the fruit is ready to pick...and more. 
 A brief winery tour and wine tasting are included. 
Non-alcoholic juice sampling for the children. Wine 
tasting is open to those persons 19 years of age or 
older.)  
Dates:  September 17 & 18
             - Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
             - Sunday, 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Location: 971 High Point Road, 
       just south-west of Port Perry  
Admission: No charge
Information: www.ocalawinery.com

HARVEST

FESTIVAL

 Come out and enjoy Port Perry’s Boardwalk Art 
Fair, held in conjunction with the Port Perry Down-
town Harvest Celebration and 2nd Annual Chili Cook 
Off. This free event will showcase stunning artwork 
and will be at the beautiful waterfront on the shores 
of Lake Scugog.

Date: Sunday, September 25
Location:  Lakefront, Port Perry
Information: Call 905-982-2121 or 
                 email info@scugogarts.ca  
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Opticians
LicencedPORTPERRY 0PTICAL

c o m p l e t e e y e c a r e

F E E L T H E E X P E R I E N C E

full eye examination l prescrip lab l affordable quality
er or erry or erryo l om 905-‐985-‐9388

BOARDWALK ART FAIR
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James McKeag presents
‘Dripscapes’ show at 
Scugog Arts Centre

 Cartwright invites you to come out and enjoy all the 
activities of their annual Fall Festival.  For the kids – a 
climbing wall, jousting challenge, jumping castle, teddy 
bear picnic. They can also meet Daisy the Clown and see 
the Indian River Reptile Zoo. 

Date: Saturday, October 1
Location:  Cartwright Fields - located on 
            Hwy. 7A, in the village of Nestleton
Time: Gates open at 12 noon
Information:  

Cartwright 
Fall Festival

UNITED WAY KICK-OFF
    Don’t miss the kick-off of the fourth annual Port Perry 
United Way campaign, featuring the “Tour de Perry Trike 
Race”. Local supporters will be stationed behind the bar-
beque grill serving up free hamburgers and entertainment 
will be provided by musician Irwin Smith.
    Date: Tuesday, September 13
    Time: Starting at 12 noon
    Location: Perry St. in front of

    Information: Contact Cheryl Manikas
    at 905-985-9399 or see page 44 for details

TERRY FOX RUN
   Come out and take part in the annual 
Port Perry Terry Fox ‘Run For The Cure’. 
You can run, walk, wheelchair, roller blade 
or ride your bike. All proceeds go towards 

a.m., warm-up a 9 a.m. Participants have 
a choice of 1, 5, or 10 km routes. Enjoy a 
barbecue at the end of the race.
Date: Sunday, September 18
Starting: 9:00 a.m.
Location: Gazebo, Palmer Park,  
Information: emcarthur@sympatico.ca

 Northwood Zoo holds its annual Night Safari, where 
visitors are treated to performances by African drummers 
as well as a barbeque and an opportunity to experience 

to the Northwood Zoo and Animal Sanctuary.
Date: Saturday, October 8
Starting: 6:00 p.m.
Location: Northwood Zoo, Seagrave 
Information: 905-985-2738

 Port Perry resident, James McKeag has been 
a practicing artist for the past 15 years. With 
a background in applied arts, James has also 
worked in the past as a full time and freelance 
artist in the advertising industry. 
 As a fine artist, James has specialized in 
painting, drawing and sculpture and has been 
influenced by Edward Hopper, Hans Hofmann 
and Jackson Pollock, merging and pushing 
aspects of each artist to develop a controlled, co-
lourful style in his own contemporary paintings. 
 James has sold work to both private and 
corporate clients and currently sells at META4 
Gallery in Port Perry and teaches visual arts at 
the high school level.
  For the work presented in Dripscapes, 
James has started with photos taken of seasonal 
Ontario landscapes and then expresses his land-
scape scenes as vibrant, colourful stills of nature 
through a layering process of guided drippings 
and multiple colours. Through the use of light, 
each painting reveals both the beauty and deli-
cateness of the environment while emitting a 
conscious view toward nature.
  Dripscapes is presented by the Scugog 
Council for the Arts from September 3 to 24, with 
an artist’s reception on Thursday, September 8 at 
7 p.m.  
 The Scugog Arts Resource Centre is located 
at 181 Perry St. Unit G-1, Port Perry, next to the 
municipal offices. The gallery is open Monday to 
Friday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday from noon 
to 4 p.m. 
 For more information call 905 982-2121, or 
visit the SCA at www.scugogarts.ca .
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Helsinki may not be considered a popular tourist 
destination, but after my recent visit I am happy to report 

the capital of Finland, it boasts a population of half a million 
and is situated on the picturesque Gulf of Finland.

I was fortunate to stay right downtown, within walking 
distance of everything I wanted to see. The famous Helsinki 
Cathedral, with its pristine white exterior, topped with gold 
crosses, can be seen from everywhere and acts as a 
central reference place. The square in front of the cathedral 
plays host to tourists and concerts, but the true value of the 
visit is a climb up the 46 steps to visit the church itself. The 
interior is plain, in typical Lutheran tradition and the most 

ornate element is the pulpit, with its detailed dome.
Three blocks away lies the Gulf of Finland, part of the 

Baltic Sea. There are 330 small islands just off the shore, 
accessible by many tour boats, which leave regularly from 
the harbour. One such island is home to Suomenlinna 

years ago by the Swedish army to help defend the area 
against Russian attack.

Finland is a relatively new democracy and was con-
stantly occupied by Russia or Sweden, during the ongo-
ing wars between those countries. When Russia invaded 
Finland in 1939 the only country to come to her rescue was 
Germany, who helped hold the Russians back. After the 

Crossing The Finnish Line

Helsinki Cathedral in the centre of Finland’s capital city.
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The old warehouses in Porvoo are maintained to look as they did hundreds of years ago.

war Finland negotiated peace with the Soviets, 
asked the Germans to leave and now enjoys 
good relations with Russia, as well as the rest 
of Europe.

Finland with its 5 million inhabitants has its 
own unique language, the roots of which are 

understand by anyone outside of the country. 
Fortunately every Finn I encountered spoke ex-
cellent English and although traditionally people 
keep to themselves, everyone seemed friendly. 
The currency is the Euro, but be prepared to 
bring lots, as most items are much pricier than 
here at home. 

Helsinki was heavily bombed during the 
war and most buildings are less than 70 years 
old. Pedestrian promenades are abundant in 
the downtown core and outdoor cafés are found 
everywhere. 

The fact that the sun is up for 22 hours in 
summer probably adds to the experience of 
patio dining. The Finns make the most of it, for 
once October arrives it is back to shorter days; 
the shortest being around Christmas when 
sunrise is at 11 in the morning and sets by 3:30 in 
the afternoon.

A wonderful market with souvenir stalls caters to cruise ship 
passengers. Fruit and vegetable stands, which supply mounds of 
fresh strawberries, blueberries, gooseberries and more, appeals 
to locals and visitors alike. A most enjoyable way to pass an hour 
or two is to simply sit and people-watch while sipping a coffee 
(claimed to be the best in the world) and enjoying an ice-cream. 

I wandered past a McDonald’s and from the corner of my 
eye, saw a big sign advertising licorice sundae. Having been 
born in the Netherlands, I have a natural affection for licorice, so 
this was an opportunity I could not pass up; and it was delicious. 

-

eis in fact a common treat in Finland, and is seen in 
many stores in a vast variety of shapes.

I had the pleasure of spending a day in the 
small town of Porvoo, about an hour outside of 
Helsinki. Porvoo boasts being the second oldest city 
in Finland, dating back to the thirteenth century. The 
wooden houses are quaint and painted many differ-
ent colours. Some have private gardens while most 
share a patch of green. Many have been converted 
into shops, specializing in local art and crafts.

up of uneven cobblestones and there are many 
hills, but the unique shops make 
window shopping a pleasurable 
pastime. If you have a camera 
your shutter will be working 
overtime.

The small, red houses along 
the riverbank were originally 
built as warehouses for goods 
brought by the many ships when 
they came into port. Naturally 
tinted clay was used to paint 
them red and the tradition still 
continues today.

Many cruise lines add Hel-
sinki to their itinerary when visit-
ing St. Petersburg, but one day 
is not enough to see this unique, 
historical city and its surround-
ing countryside. If you have the 
opportunity to visit this part of the 
world give Helsinki a try. 

You will not be disappointed.

A delicious variety of fruit for sale at the local market.
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looking back!

 This post card photograph 
shows Veale’s General Store 
(left) at Nestleton Station 
around the turn of the century.
The picture is taken facing west 
along a dirt road that is today 
known as 7A Highway. 

nestleton general 
store about 1909

 The girls of the Utica Bluebird 
Club are seen in this picture stand-
ing in front of the Utica ‘Red & 
White’ store during the summer 
of 1937.  The store was owned by 
Charles W. Lackey at this time and a 
number of men can be seen stand-
ing around outside the store. This 
is a rare picture of the front of the 
Utica store from that era.

utica general store 
of the 1930s

 The Ocean House Hotel, Seagrave was 
a very important and busy place during the 
late 1800s, providing all the necessities for 
travellers and local patrons. This picture, 
shows the south side of the hotel near the 
corner of River and Simcoe St., with the 
Seagrave General store in the distance. 
Both of these buildings still stand today, 
although their uses have changed over the 
past century.

seagrave ocean house 
and general store 1900
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NORTH DURHAM
EYE CLINIC

189 North St., Port Perry • 905-985-1361
www.drworkman.optometry.net 

ESTABLISHED 1994     •     NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Like most Ontario 
optometrists, Dr. Workman 
updated his credentials and 
is authorized to prescribe 
drugs for any eye condition 
from pink eye to iritis to 
glaucoma.

NDEC is a FULL SCOPE
optometric clinic with 
all the specialized testing 
on site for macular 
degeneration and 
glaucoma – which includes 
pachymetry, visual field 
testing, and scanning laser 
tomography (HRT) along 
with digital retinal imaging.

At North Durham Eye Clinic we treat all kinds of eyes…



    DAY TRIPPIN’ 2011

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

Niagara
Fallsview Casino

September 26
Only $15.00 pp
(includes buffet)

  Pickering Ajax Oshawa Port Perry
Wed.  Depart 7:45 am 7:55 am 8:30 am 8:50 am
 Return 5:20 pm 5:10 pm 4:50 pm 4:30 pm

Thurs. Depart 1:45 pm 1:55 pm 2:30 pm 2:50 pm
 Return 11:20 pm 11:10 pm 10:50 pm 10:30 pm

Fri. Depart xxxxxx 2:55 pm 3:30 pm 3:50 pm
 Return xxxxxx 1:10 am 12:50 am 12:30 am

Sat. Depart 2:15 pm 2:25 pm 3:00 pm 3:20 pm
 Return 1:05 am 12:45 am 12:35 am 12:15 am

CASINO RAMA
SCHEDULE

MULTI-DAY TOURS
Nov. 29-30 Daniel O’Donnell & Mary Duff, Niagara Falls                                  

Sept. 10 Walden Galleria, Buffalo, NY Shopping
Sept. 15 “My Fair Lady” - Shaw Festival
Sept. 27 Hutchinson House & Luncheon Cruise
Oct. 4 Cranberry Colour Cruise
Oct. 12 Oktoberfest - Kitchener
Oct. 15 Bala Cranberry Festival
Oct. 19 “The Grapes of Wrath” - Stratford
Oct. 22 St. Jacobs Country

Seneca
Niagara Casino

November 20
Only $25.00 pp

Oct. 27 Blue Suede Shoes: Memories of the King -
St Jacobs

Nov. 4 The Royal Winter Horse Show
Nov. 23 A Country Christmas with the Walters Family
Nov. 26 Walden Galleria - Buffalo, NY Shopping
Dec. 3 Niagara Falls, NY - Outlet Mall Shopping
Dec. 8 Niagara Festival of Lights
Dec. 20 Memphis - Toronto

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

TORONTO STREET 15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

STOUFFVILLE SUNDERLAND 26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161
Other locations 
to serve you:

GET TO KNOW THE DENTISTS
 AT NORTH PORT DENTAL.

Our expertise is always dedicated to the benefi t of our Patients, our Service, and our Community.

905-985-7777  • www.thedentalcentre.ca
15930 Old Simcoe Road, Port Perry

   “Your Con! dent Smile is Our Goal.”

WELCOMING YOU WITH WARM SMILES!
Dr. Nanji Dr. Donovan Dr. Hurwitz Dr. Kwong Dr. Bhojani


