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with local passengers heading 
off to see King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth, who were 
in Canada on a Royal visit.  
See story on page 38.
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 “Everything’s coming at a really bad time,” he said. “It seems everything is 

one of the worst economic slow-downs in memory.”
STEWART BENNETT

Comments made last month by the BIA Chairman about the new harmonized 
sales tax, as outlined in the March 26 provincial budget. 
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Dear Editor
 I enjoy reading Focus on Scugog each 
time it comes out.  Particularly as it 
relates to local persons and events.
 On Saturday, May 23 I will be 
hosting a free Yard Sale at my house 
on Scugog Island.  This will be the 
fourth annual sale in support 
of the Sick Kids Foundation - 
specifically the David Wielinga 
Memorial Fund in support of 
Rhabdomyosarcoma Research.  
 My son David had this 
cancer from 2003 until his passing 
in 2006. To put things in perspective - each year there are 
approximately 100,000 new cancer diagnosis. Of this ap-
proximately one percent (about 900) are childhood cancers. 
Of this 900 about 10 percent are sarcoma’s (Terry Fox had a 
sarcoma). Out of this 90 about eight to 10 are Rhabdomyosar-
coma. 
 Because of the small number of people developing 
Rhabdomyosarcoma, there is not a lot of funding for research 
available, so every dollar is important. 
 Beginning in 2006 and each year since, I have had a yard 
sale to raise funds for this research. In 2006 we raised $1,900, 
2007 was $2,700 and in 2008 was $4,400. This year’s goal is 
$5,000.  
 At the yard sale there are no prices on anything, although 
we do appreciate a donation for the items. The proceeds are 

Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Yard sale raises funds for cancer research

Dear Peter,
  We would like to let your readers know that Greenbank 
Public School is going to be having their 100th Anniversary 
Reunion on Saturday, October 24, 2009.
 The celebration is going to be held at the school from 1:00 
to 4:30 p.m. and a social/pub night from 7:30 p.m. to 12:00 at 
the Greenbank Hall. Everyone is welcome. 
 100 year anniversary clothing, mugs and recipe books 
will be on hand for sale. Registration and pre-order forms 
will be available at the beginning of May at various locations.
 We need photographs relating to the school for our event.  
If you have any photographs, you can call Gail Sheridan at 
905-985-1956 or Diane Lewis at 905-985-1529.  You can also 
e-mail photos to gps.photos@sympatico.ca. This is an impor-
tant celebration for our special school.  
 Hope to see everyone there.

 Gail Sheridan
Greenbank Public School  

100th Anniversary Committee

Photos needed for Greenbank P.S. 100th

Please turn to page 9

175 North Street
Port Perry

Call to RSVP:
905-985-3624

FREE SEMINAR
on

Golf Injury Prevention

Monday, May 25 at 7:30pm

SEE MORE LETTERS ON PAGE 9

Jester’s Court
279 Queen St., 

Port Perry
Wed., May 20

6:15 pm
$20.00

(incl. tip & tax)

For reservations call Joan Elliott:  905-728-4220

Ask some girlfriends, a neighbour, a co-worker, your mom 
or your sister for some “Girlfriend Time” to include:

Dinner:  With your choice of pre-selected entreés
Makeover:  A “NEW” look for the “NEW YOU”

Healing PointsHealing Points
Acupuncture

Tuesdays, ! ursdays and Fridays  8am - 8pm by appointment only

Call Susanne Schmid
A"#$#%"&#'()&
905 244 4336
1894 Scugog St., 
(Food Basics Plaza) 
Port Perry

Treat the root of the problem  –  not just the symptom.
Relieves stress, repetitive strain injuries and much more!
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 If 30 years pursuing a vocation represents a very 
satisfying career, imagine 60 years at one profession. That, 
represents a true calling in life.
 Six full decades have passed since Port Perry’s Dr. 
Helen Peel graduated from the Canadian Chiropractic Me-
morial College (CCMC) to begin the practice of chiroprac-
tic.  
 “I knew I was born to be a healer,” she said.  “I also 
wanted a job where I could be my own boss.  My choice 
reflected those two attitudes.  If I hadn’t become a chiro-
practor, I wanted to be a vet.”
 The first of three children born to Ron and Jean Peel, 
Helen grew up surrounded by animals on her parents’ 
poultry farm on Queen Street West. 
One of Canada’s largest at the time, the 
Peels employed 75 workers, shipping 
both chickens and eggs across Canada, 
as well as 17 other countries.
 “We supplied broilers to Swiss 
Chalet when that chain first started.  
Our hatchery’s annual volume ran 
over five million.”
 From her youth, Helen remembers 
the Port Perry of another era.
 “Gone are the days when you 
knew everyone,” she remembered.  “When I was young, 
the town had a population of only 1,500.  And there 
were no buses.  We walked everywhere.”
 A doctor’s care for a sick animal, witnessed at a ten-
der age, pointed clearly to the young girl’s future.
 “We raised foxes, and I took one for a pet.  When he 
was sick, we took him to a chiropractor.  He sat up and 
was better straight away.  I decided right then that’s 
what I wanted to do.  My father believed in doing 
everything as naturally as possible, so that kind of treat-
ment was a logical progression.”
 After graduating from Port Perry High School in 
1945, Helen began four years of arduous study at 
CCMC, becoming one of only six women in her gradu-
ating class of 132.  
 Her parents offered a room in their home where she 
could begin her practice, relying solely on word of 
mouth to expand her client base.  Her father construct-
ed a treatment table (which Helen still uses when she 

“I knew
I was 

born to
be a

healer”

Dr. Helen Peel has been practicing chiropractic for the past 60 years

in the town that she was born, raised and educated.

YEARS AND 
 COUNTING...60

but no retiring for Dr. Helen Peel  

Please turn to page 4
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treats people at her getaway home in Florida).  
 She firmly rejects any suggestion that she felt discrimina-
tion as a woman in a “non-traditional” role during the early 
days of her practice.
    “No, I didn’t experience that,” she said without reserva-
tion.  And with the beginning of a smile:  “Of course, I was 

making people better.”
 Attitudes about chiro-
practors – both among the 
public and the “regular” 
medical community – were 
quite different in 1949 than 
they are today.
 “The practice wasn’t 
well known like it is nowa-
days, and there were only 

a few chiropractors around,” Helen commented.  “Medical 
professionals from other disciplines came to understand we 
took the same classes they did.  We often get referrals from 
MD’s now.” 
 She and husband Chuck Bathie, also a chiropractor, 
opened a shared practice where Suny’s gas station now 
operates (Queen Street West at 7A).  The building doubled 
as home: with expansion during the 1950’s, living quarters 
occupied the upper level, doctors’ offices the lower.  The 
couple would raise three daughters, Rhonda, Reva, and 
Robina.
 Helen found time, beyond her increasingly busy pro-
fessional life, to curl.  She also learned to play the organ.  
 “Your education’s not complete until you’ve played 
organ in a pub during sing-along!”
 In addition, she also raised, trimmed, and trained dogs: 
first poodles, later Borzoi.  Helen knew that animals, like 
people, benefit from chiropractic treatment.
“One dog used to push at my leg with her muzzle when she 
needed realignment.  It worked, just like it did with that fox.”
 She served the local church, the national Chiropractic Col-
lege as a long-time teacher, and the international Chiropractic 
Association.  But her desire to help people remained her driv-
ing force.  Helen’s thirst for chiropractic knowledge exposed 
her to a less traditional treatment method, ‘Sacro-Occipital’ 
technique (SOT).
 “It’s non-thrusting, slower, and gentler.  I experienced its 
power first-hand: its founder realigned my bad back, and I’ve 
had no problems since.  I thought I knew chiropractic…then I 
studied SOT!”
 Asked to name her greatest accomplishment during her 
lengthy practice, Helen muses long and hard.  Initially, she 
responds the daily helping of so many is her work’s greatest 
satisfaction, but quickly adds that she had also seen many 
memorable cases.  She recalls the recovery of a young man 
from St. Catharines.
 “He was badly cross-eyed,” she remembered.  “It took 
four months of work, but he’s fine today.”
 Helen points proudly to two of her daughters who’ve 
joined her on the staff of her current practice. Reva has been 
a chiropractor 26 years, while Robina has provided massage 
therapy for 24.
 She’s witnessed greatly increased demand for chiropractic 
services over 60 years.  The postwar rise of sedentary office 
jobs and repetitive factory work created new stresses on the 
body.  That trend continues with today’s electronic technolo-

gies, and the impact they’ve had on countless lives.
 “Everyday living pulls the spine out of alignment.  And 
computers are the worst hazard because they’re not set up 
properly for each person.”  
 Helen Peel moves fluidly, with the step of a much younger 
person, belying her years. She credits her ongoing good 
health, not surprisingly, to regular chiropractic treatment.
 Beyond the physical, she maintains her youth through 
positive attitude and continuing commitment to her lifelong 
ideal of “helping people.”
 “Some days I wonder ‘why am I up so early?’  But I get 
going, come in here, and feel good when I see people feeling 
better as they leave.”
 Recent revisions to her practice are subtle: implemented 
not as surrender to age, but as a new phase in a remarkable 
career.
 “I do two long days every week, maybe ten hour days, 
and two more maybe half that.  I’ve spaced the appointments 
15 minutes apart instead of ten.  It’s nice to work at a little 
more relaxed pace.  And this winter, I’m going to take seven 
weeks down south.”
 But outright retire…?  Not on your life.
 “No, I have no plans to retire.  I come from good stock.  
My grandfather retired, then went back to work at 93.  He 
worked in the hatchery until he was 95.”
 Somehow, it’s not at all a stretch to picture Helen Peel fol-
lowing in those footsteps.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

“Attitudes about 
Chiropractors 

were quite  
different in 1949 

than today”

Dr. Helen Peel with her daughters, Robina (left) and Reva.

Continued from page 3



FOCUS - MAY 2009  7   

Changing

Railroad House Motor Hotel being torn down April 2009

 It’s hard to believe we’re slipping into the fifth month of 
the year already and thankfully a feeling of optimism is in 
the air... no doubt spurred on by much improved weather 
and an economy that is limping forward. 
 It’s amazing how the sun beating down on your face 
can make you feel so much better, isn’t it?
 So here we go again, bringing our readers up-to-date 
on what’s happening with the business community around 
town and the township.
 For starters, we hear that The Kids Cupboard, located at 
239 Queen St. will be moving into the larger, eastern section 
of their building. The space they will be taking up residence 
in, at 241 Queen St. has been occupied by Henshall’s Clothing 
store for the past 17 years. Pam Henshall is retiring from the 
business that she’s nurtured for all these years. Her smiling 
face and greeting will be missed along the main drag.
 It appears that Community Care Durham-Scugog will be 
moving from their current location in the basement of the 
municipal office the end of May. Community Care moves out 
of the downtown to larger quarters at 16100 Old Simcoe 
Road, Port Perry, formerly occupied by Penny & Associates.
 Scugog Island Cruises has opened newly renovated of-
fices at 168 Water Street, in Port Perry. The Woodman cruise 
ship will continue to be docked along the town pier, at the 
foot of Queen Street.
 At the western end of town, Scugog Equipment Rentals 
made a move recently from their former Reach Rd./North 
Port Rd. location to 27 Easy St., just off the 6th Conc. Scugog 
Equipment Rentals has been servicing the area for 20 years, 
providing rentals for construction and personal use.
 It’s unfortunate to see Port Perry’s only motel location 
has been lost. The former Railroad House Motor Hotel, which 
has been closed for some time now, was torn down last 

month to make way for a new Shopper’s Drug Mart. The 
hotel cost $350,000 to build and was officially opened on 
August 7, 1975 at this convenient 7A Hwy. location.

®

B Y  S A R A  B L A K E L Y ®

Look slimmer

Smooth
tummy control

No leg band 
– no bulge 

168-178 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2521   •   www.brocks.ca

THE OPRAH WINFREY SHOW

as seen on
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      If you’re anything like this writer, 
you probably didn’t know that effective 
last April 1 (no this is not an April Fool’s 
joke) another new ‘tax’ has been applied 
to electronic products. We’re not talking 
about the proposed ‘harmonized tax’ but 
a new tax they are calling an Environ-

mental Handling Fee (EHF).
     This new tax (fee) is being applied to the purchase of all 
electronic products. So when you purchase a new computer, 
be prepared to pay an additional $13.44 (EHF) on top of 
the PST and GST that is already being applied. Then, when 
it wears out and you take it to the local landfill, you’ll pay 
again to get rid of it. Bad enough the harmonized tax will 
become a huge tax grab for the province, now they’ve fig-
ured out how to get even more out of us. 
 Will it ever stop?

       On the local arts scene, nice 
to hear that Adam Connolly has 
received a $5,000 grant for ‘Emerg-
ing Visual Arts’ from the Ontario 
Arts Council. The grant will be used 
for the creation of an Eco-Sculpture 
Exhibit in 2010.
 The Second Life For Trees project 

and work is underway collecting the trees from the city of 
Toronto and looking for a large work shop.
 The show will provoke interaction with the eco- sculp-
tures, finding carved secrets captured inside the hollow 
tree by opening a door or peering through a porthole.  The 
eco-sculptures will encompass drums to beat and delicately 
carved wind charms.
 

 And speaking of the arts, The 
Scugog Council for the Arts has been 
notified it has received an Ontario Tril-
lium Foundation grant in the amount 
of $47,300 over three years. The money 
will be used to hire a manager of op-
erations.
 The SCA is in its fifth year, with 

150 current members, and has made a significant contribu-
tion to the vibrancy of the arts community through annual 
events such as Showcase of the Arts, The SCA Literary Con-
test, the Community in the Arts Awards and juried exhibi-
tions. The new manager of operations was introduced at the 
SCA’s annual general meeting on April 28. (unfortunately 
past the Focus deadline)

1

2

just a few things we think are
 worth knowing... 
     if you didn’t already!

3

In The News...LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

Director: Carey Nicholson
Musical Director: Carol Salamone

Tickets Available at:
Meta4 Contemporary Craft Gallery
200 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2435

July 2 - 4,  9 - 11,  16 - 18 @ 8:00pm
July 5 & 12 @ 2:00pm

Town Hall 1873
Centre for the Performing Arts

302 Queen St., Port Perry

www.borelians.org
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Community Arts Awards
 The recipients of the 2009 SCA Community in the Arts Awards were announced at a recent meeting of the 
Scugog Council for the Arts annual general meeting held on Tuesday, April 28.
 The Community in the Arts Awards have been created by the Scugog Council for the Arts to promote aware-
ness of the importance and economic benefits of arts and culture to the quality of life in Scugog.
       Through the awards program, the SCA is able to honour individuals and businesses that have made 
outstanding contributions to the vibrancy of the arts community in Scugog in the past year. This year, the 
awards categories have been expanded to include a young artist award. 

        2009 SCA Winners

Business for the Arts Award – The Framer’s Gallery
This award recognizes a business that has shown an exemplary spirit of in-
vestment to the arts in Scugog. Tracey and Warren Strong of Framer’s Gallery 
have, over their many years of operation, consistently given their time and 
support to the artists, events and community organizations in Scugog.

Kent Farndale Patron of the Arts Award – Jonathan van Bilsen
In recognition of the overwhelming dedication to the arts shown by Kent Farn-
dale, this award has been named in her honour and recognizes an individual 
who has shown an outstanding level of support to the arts in Scugog. The SCA 
wishes to recognize Jon’s contribution to local arts through his generosity and 
activity as a photographer, his involvement with the Kent Farndale Gallery 
and his recent creation of the North Durham Photographers Association.

Artist for the Arts Award – Michele Jones
The Artist for the Arts Award recognizes an individual artist who has shown 
significant support and involvement, not only in their own discipline but also 
in multiple areas of the arts throughout Scugog. Michele has been an integral 
part of Scugog’s theatre community as a performer, director, producer and 
director of Scugog Choral Society, Town Hall 1873 and ACT-CO. Through her 
vital contribution and role in Town Hall 1873’s recent renovation, Michele has 
been instrumental in revitalizing a facility that benefits many arts disciplines 
and brings the community and its artists and heritage together.

New Artist in the Community – Mallory McGrath
This award recognizes an artist who has newly established themselves in 
the community and has demonstrated a high level of support for the arts in 
Scugog within that time. The artist may literally be a new resident of Scugog 
or be newly practicing art in Scugog. Mallory has returned to Scugog after 
completing her music studies at McGill University and is quickly making her-
self a part of the local cultural community, performing in and producing local 
musical theatre productions and by also producing fundraising concerts that 
not only benefit charities, but profile and showcase young musical talent.

Young Artist in the Community – Kevin Drennan
This award celebrates an outstanding young artist in any discipline and serves 
as a reminder that the potential and future of the arts will be realized by our 
youth. Kevin has demonstrated a huge talent and commitment within in his 
own field of music, and also to supporting the development and promotion of 
music in the community in such ways as acting as choral director, fundraiser, 
choir accompanist and providing free music concerts.  Kevin is currently at-
tending McGill University on scholarship for piano studies.

For more information contact info@scugogarts.ca.



180 Queen Street, Port Perry
Convenient rear door access from Post Offi ce parking lot.

905.982.1918   •   www.fmfi nds.com

Unique Gardening
Gloves & Accessories Have “Mom” embroidered on the hat, apron 

or bag to personalize her gift. (free of charge)
Valid April 30/09 to May 10/09

Beauty

Monte Carlo
HAIR FASHION

11 Water Street, Port Perry
905-985-3684

We’re here to help moms relax, unwind
and refresh with rejuvenating spa packages. 

186 Casimir St., Port Perry
905-985-9130 

PACKAGE 1
Complimentary Nail Art

Manicure & Pedicure
$38.00

PACKAGE 2
Slimming Body Wrap 
& Body Exfoliation

$40.00

New!
PACKAGE 3

Complimentary 
Signature Lifting Mask
Facial & Manicure

$60.00

for Mother’s Day

*  Gel Nails:  $25 per fill (everyday)
*  Offering Medical Esthetics including

FDA approved Botox, Juvederm & more. 
Administered by RN Tracy S. (on site). 

Gift
Certificates
Available

SUNDAY, MAY 10TH

VISIT US FOR

Special
Occasions

Business
Luncheons

Gift Certifi cates
Available

Private 
Dining Room

Fully Licensed LLBO

Special Kids Menu

1888 SCUGOG ST., PORT PERRY 
905.982.0225

**** Coming Soon ****
   New –
Light Menu
Starting at $8.95

Live Entertainment 
May 9, 10 and 16 – 6:30 pm

   Sunday, May 10th

~ Breakfast Buffet:  8-11 am ~

~ Dinner  ~
PRIME RIB

CHICKEN or VEAL PARMESAN
BASA FILET OF SOLE

Specials start @ $19.95
All dinners served with garlic bread,

salad, house potato & vegetable.
Numerous wine selections available.

Call for reservations.
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Dear Editor
 On Saturday May 23 at 8:00 p.m. the Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary in Port Perry will be hosting a Dance and Silent 
Auction fundraiser at the Port Perry Legion Branch 419.
 The Legion Ladies Auxiliary needs your help to contin-
ue to support our veterans and troops.  Knowing that they 
are fighting for us and allowing us to live in this country in 
peace means all the more reason to help out.  
 The cost is $10 per person to enjoy a night of dancing, 
good times and to help a great auxiliary out. We are asking 
for any gift donations from local merchants and individu-
als to help benefit this fundraiser. Any help will be greatly 
appreciated.
 We would like to thank everyone in advance for your 
support.  Hope to see you there. 

Sincerely,
Jill Howsam

on Behalf of the Legion Ladies Auxiliary

Legion Ladies Auxiliary holding fundraiser

Continued from page 2
sent to Sick Kids. 
 We are running out of items and, as in past years, are 
requesting that anyone who has something they can donate 
to the yard sale to contact us (905-985-6715).
 If you don’t have anything to donate - come on out and 
help us with this important fund raising event at 2903 Pine 
Point Rd., Scugog Island.

Henry Wielinga
Scugog Island

Yard sale raises funds for cancer research

Dear Peter and Scott,
  Thank you so much for the generous article about the 
work of the Greenbank Folk Music Society. We are over-
whelmed by the excellent piece written by Scott Mercer. It 
profiles the club in an accurate and positive light and we are 
grateful for the recognition. 
 Thanks as well Peter for the great photos – hope the 
cover didn’t scare any small children!
 Your magazine once again points out how lucky we are 
to live in Scugog Township and brings welcome attention to 
the “world beyond the hype” that is found in our own local 
communities.
 Many thanks for your support and your great maga-
zine!!
  Mogens Galberg 

and the members of the 
Greenbank Folk Music Society

Dear Sir
 It was exciting for me to read the March Focus on Scugog 
story of “This Old House.” Dr. David Archer was my dad’s 
uncle and the doctor who brought me into the world.
 I have included an article that tells of Dr. Archer’s father-
in-law, Daniel Dinnon Dyer (my great grandfather) who 
lived in Port Perry at the time he was killed at the Raglan 
railway crossing, in 1900. Dr. Archer was called to attend to 
Mr. Dyer after the accident. (article not reprinted)
 I thought you might like to read the story of Mr. Dyer’s 
fatal accident and his connection to Dr. David Archer.
 Looking forward to every Focus magazine.

Sincerely
Katherine Dyer Beevor

Port Perry

Hello Peter. 
 That was a magnificent and well deserved article about 
the Greenbank Folk Music Society. Sixteen years of provid-
ing live “Roots” music in one of Ontario’s most perfect 
venues, what an accomplishment. Perhaps this should be on 
the Mayor’s honour roll should I have that term correct. 
 The tireless work that Mogens, Rene and Cathy have 
done for the Society have been rewarded by the outstanding 
musicians performing at Greenbank. Other musicians, aware 
of our reputation ask if they can perform at Greenbank.
  But the most important component of the Society are the 
folks who come to the Saturday shows, they are the best.
 Thanks Focus!

Don Mitchell
Port Perry 

ety



12  FOCUS - MAY 2009   

     In an age of super technology, accelerated communication and constant 
racing against time it is refreshing to stand still for a moment and watch 
the world through the eyes of those, whom many would consider, less 
fortunate.
      Alexander J. Mitchell, OBE (Sandy to his friends) is 
the founder of a place, which caters to any one requir-
ing special needs. Born in Scotland, Sandy was diag-
nosed with cerebral palsy when he was very young. 
The condition hampered his mobility and affected his 
speech, but thanks to Sandy’s tenacity, it does not pre-
vent him from living life to its fullest: sailing, skiing, 
horseback riding. You name it; Sandy has tried it and 
found a way to do it well.
 His greatest accomplishment has also become his 
life’s work: WindReach Farm, located on Townline 
Road in Scugog. Each year more than twelve thou-
sand guests visit the farm for a day of fun and entertainment.
 The apple trees bear fruit low to the ground so people in wheelchairs 
can pick them, carriages, which hold wheelchairs, are 
drawn by horses so that special needs individuals are 
able to experience what many take for granted. There 
is not one inch of the 150 acres of WindReach farm, 
which has not been planned for full accessibility by 
people with special needs.
 Of all the wonderful and amazing accomplish-
ments, the greatest is yet to come. Saturday, June 13 
marks the twentieth anniversary of this remarkable 
venue and Sandy is giving back to the community, 
which has so strongly supported him over the years. 
 Everyone is welcome to the biggest, most amazing 
birthday party this area has ever seen, starting with 
the only wheelchair accessible hot air balloon in the world, transported 
here from Iowa. It is hard to imagine the joy on the face of someone in a 
wheelchair able to fly high above the earth, a feat they 
never dared to dream about.
 Also volunteering an entire day of entertainment 
is Diane Dupuy and her Famous People Players. They 
will be putting on three shows throughout the day.
 Along with 75 different artists who will be enter-
taining at WindReach that day, will also be delicious 
food, a great chance to see a working farm, as well 
as a visit with one of dozen’s of dignitaries, includ-
ing Lieutenant Governor, The Honourable David C. 
Onley.
 So remember June 13, pack the family into the car 
and drive to WindReach Farm, located at 312 Town-
line Road, just east of Lakeridge Road.

Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

Twenty years
  of giving...

WindReach Farm celebrates
a milestone anniversary

Sandy Mitchell

Diane Dupuy

The Honourable 
David C. Onley

Up, up and away

Horses enjoying the arrival of spring at WindReach.
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   Ken Hamm, regarded 
internationally as one of the 

most sensational Delta blues 
guitarists, will be entertaining 

the Greenbank Folk Music 
Society audience on 
May 16th at Centennial 
Hall in Greenbank.
Showtime 8 p.m.
       “Do you like exqui-

site guitar picking and 
slide work? Do you like 

rousing delta and acous-
tic country blues vocals? 

Well, be sure to get your tickets for our next concert by Ken 
Hamm because, man, this guy can play!” says Greenbank’s 
dean of folk music, Rene Demers.
 Ken consistently delights his audiences with a score of 
authentic, raw blues songs and instrumentals. He makes the 
songs his own, both with his distinctive style of playing and 
with vocals rich with inflection and feeling. He coaxes insis-
tent, driving rhythms from his two vintage guitars, accom-
panied by lots of foot stomping. Ken Hamm comes across as 
a man totally at one with the music of bygone days.
 Raised in Thunder Bay, Ontario, with six CDs and his 
own label, Ken is constantly on tour in Canada, England, 
Scotland and Europe, playing festivals and concerts and 
presenting guitar workshops, sometimes solo, sometimes 
with other musical friends. Greenbank is indeed fortunate 
to have him returning to our stage once again. When you 
come out to hear Ken, like Rene, you too will say “...man, 
this guy can play!”
      Tickets are $ 20 each at: P O E Design, Port Perry, 905-985-
0060; Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge, 905-852-4282,  or phone 
905-985-8351 for reserved tickets and information. 

 Check out the Greenbank Folk Music Society web site 
and watch for future concerts at: www.globalserve.net/
~ynot/grnbnk.htm.

Delta blues guitarist Ken Hamm
entertains at Greenbank FMS

Choral
Tickets $16*
Available at Meta4 Gallery
200 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2435 / 1-888-985-2435
*includes $1 Meta4 service charge Musical Theatre

Evenings - May 22, 23, 29, 30 at 7:30pm
Matinees - May 23, 30 at 2pm & May 31 at 1pm

Director:
Liz Auston

Choreographer:
Jennifer Hamilton

Music Director: 
Cathy Pavlik

Book, Music
& Lyrics by
Jim Jacobs

and
Warren Casey

School
Version

proudly presents…
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Pogue Rd.
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Your new hosts
Frank & Connie

Come and see our new look
Scugog Island

Marina
Island
Marina
• Full Service Marina
• Covered & Open 

Boat Slips available 
Water and Hydro 
with each slip
• Fishing Boat Rentals
• Licenced Mechanic 

on site for Boat & 
Motor Repairs

• Boat Repair
• Boat Launch
• Snack Bar
• Fishing Equipment
• Boaters Operator 

licences
• Open & Covered 

Boat Storage
• Minnows & Worms

495 Carnegie Beach Road, Port Perry
905-985-8200www.scugogislandmarina.ca 40 minutes to Lindsay via the Trent Canal

FREE BOATER’S 
LICENSE WITH 
SLIP RENTAL

FREE BOATER’S 
LICENSE WITH 
SLIP RENTAL
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 The Durham Children’s Aid Foundation “Bird House Auc-
tion”, is an inaugural event in which local artists flock togeth-
er and create one-of-a-kind birdhouses. The birdhouses are to 
be displayed and auctioned off 
on the May long weekend (May 
15-18 ) at Meta4 Gallery to raise 
money and awareness for Durham 
Children’s Aid Foundation. 
 Organized by foundation trustee 
and Prince Albert resident Laura 
Francis, the event was created to 
provide an opportunity to raise 
funds for an incredible cause.  
The birdhouses are each a spec-
tacular achievement and are all well 
worth experiencing.
 The Meta4 Gallery have generously 
provided their support and everyone is looking forward to 
seeing what creative designs will spring from the people who 
have created them.  Depending on the success of this year’s 
event, the CAF Birdhouse Auction could become an annual 
event.
 For more information please contact Laura Francis at (905) 
982-7431.

One-of-a-kind bird  
houses for auction 

7am - 6pm 
$125/week or 

$28/day
Includes breakfast, 

lunch and afternoon 
snack every day! 

Qualified,
caring staff.

Located in Utica.

905-985-8783
To learn more 

about us , please 
visit our website:

www.uticadaycare.ca

FOR AGES 5 - 12
Located in our 

“NEW” KID’S KLUB HOUSE
(completely separate from Day care)

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry YOUR NEIGHBOU
R
S

O
W

NE
D & OPERATED BY

Open from 7:00am to 10:00pm

Statuary
and Fountains

Lawn Care
Products

Annuals
& Perennials

Outdoor
Furniture

Fertilizers
& Mulches

Trees
& Shrubs

Garden
Decor

Flower Pots
& Urns

GardenGarden
DecorDecor

QUALITY GARDEN & PATIO FURNITURE 
AND ACCESSORIES TO MAKE YOUR 
BACK YARD ENJOYABLE.

GARDEN CENTRE 
NOW OPEN!

Garden 
Lighting

Garden Tools
& Accessories
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Opening in 2009

       For a “pre-tour” visit our Presentation Centre at:
26 Water Street, Port Perry, Ontario • 905-985-2002 •

       For a “pre-tour” visit our Presentation Centre 

70%
Reserved!

www.portperryvilla.com

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

 As sure as the arrival of spring... the melting of snow and the last 
remnants of ice on Lake Scugog - new life appears.
 In the case of Northwood Zoo, it’s a time when many of the  
animals awake from the cold winter with little bundles of ener-
genic fur beside them.
 Norm Phillips dropped by the Focus on Scugog office last 
month with one of the latest arrivals - an eight week old grizzly 
bear. Born during the first week of March, the 20 lb. ball of fur, 
(pictured with owner Norm Phillips) invaded the office to take 
part in a photo shoot to help promote the opening of the zoo 
for the 2009 season.
 When fully grown, Titan will stand about eight feet tall and 
weigh close to 900 lbs. Northwood has seven full grown griz-
zlies and two 1,200 lb. kodiak bears at the zoo. 
  
 

 

   Northwood Zoo opens on Saturday, May 16 from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and will be open until October. This year marks the 

12th season for Northwood Zoo, which you will find conven-
iently located just north of Port Perry at 2192 Cookston Lane, 

R.R. #2 Seagrave, Ont.
 For additional information check the Northwood 
Zoo website at: www.northwoodzoo.com or call them at 
905-985-2738.

Northwood Zoo 
welcomes ‘Titan’
the loveable, grizzly
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 Last spring, I was given the opportunity to 
share my survivor story in this publication in 
support of an amazing event; the Canadian Can-
cer Society’s Relay For Life. 
 Being a five year survivor of a terminal 
diagnosis is nothing short of miraculous but 
ultimately my story sends a clear message, and 
that message is hope.  The story makes clear that 
cancer isn’t choosy, it can come knocking on your 
door at anytime, when you might least expect it 
and it doesn’t much care if you have young chil-
dren and bills to pay. 
 As a young mother, my story offered a 
unique perspective and as a result, I have been 
privileged to meet and develop supportive rela-
tionships with a number of young cancer sur-
vivors in Scugog. Unfortunately, upon a cancer 
diagnosis, there isn’t always a lot of people you 
can talk to, and so few know what to say.
 How can you tell your ‘healthy’ friend you 
hate chemo, you’re afraid to die and who will 
take care of the kids when you’re gone - when her 
biggest concern of the day is getting the laundry 
done and dinner on the table.  
 Through a friend of a friend, I came in con-
tact with a truly beautiful young Port Perry mom.  
From the first hello over the phone, a friendship 
of sharing hope and support was born. Stepha-
nie, 41, is an attractive triathalete, married to her 
handsome fire-fighting husband Scott for 10 years 
and mother to three beautiful children; Nicole, 10, 
and twin boys Liam and Jordan, 7. 
 She is also battling an aggressive form of 
breast cancer, diagnosed in June 2008.  Previously 
healthy, active and vibrant, Steph has under-
standably struggled with eight cycles of a toxic 
chemo cocktail that has hit her particularly hard, 

as has a sense of hopelessness, 
isolation and depression, side 
effects of both the diagnosis 
and the treatment.  
 When Stephanie and 
I first spoke, I could hear 
the fear and sadness in her 
voice, the unspoken agony 
that she might not be there 
to see her kids grow up. 
 Through tears, we shared 
our chemo stories - like salty 
old men weaving dusty war 
tales, with the scars to back it up. 
I said the things I knew she needed 
to hear, saying the words only a survi-
vor knows. 
 We shared our hopes and our fears 
and our dreams of the future, with hair 
back on our heads and hope back in 
our hearts... back to lives without 
cancer. 
 Of course, that life is gone, 
because once you have been im-
pacted by this disease, you are 
forever changed; for the better 
I think, but changed none the 
less. 
 We also spend  time talk-
ing about things other than 
cancer... kids, husbands, trips, 
dogs; it’s important to build 
our friendship on more than 
just the heavy stuff. 
 No one reacts to a 
cancer diagnosis in the same 
way; some survivors need 

Stephanie Urry, a 40 year-old mother of three was diagnosed 
with breast cancer last June and is currently recovering from 
a double mastectomy in February.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

SURVIVOR
... a miracle becomes a milestone

A five-year survivor provides support for a
young mother of three, after being stricken 
with news that she has breast cancer
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to run as fast as they can away from it all, not wanting to talk 
about cancer, acknowledge their experience or give it one 
more minute of their lives.
 Some get stuck in the mud of despair and some sail 
through. There is no one way to cope with cancer, there is no 
magic pill or mantra to make it go away or get better.
 It’s an experience where you learn how difficult it is to 
trust others with your life; where you are forced to embrace 
powerlessness and uncertainty and where you strive to some-
how find hope. 
 Cancer is a journey, a going up Mt.Everest backwards in 

a snowstorm kind of journey, with no guarantee you’ll 
ever get to the top, no matter how hard you try. 

         But, by virtue of that fact, we are survivors, 
we are strong, we are hope. We as a community 
don’t talk enough about survivorship; survivor-

ship is something one must claim upon their 
diagnosis.
 To be a survivor is to embody hope; to be 
empowered and to commit to fighting back.  
 Stephanie and I maintain a special 
friendship because of what was an im-
mediate connection, tied together with the 
strands of shared cancer diagnoses. She 

is doing so well now; she has recovered 
beautifully from a double mastectomy 
and is undergoing several weeks of 

radiation. 
 We plan on having weekly radia-
tion outings, where she gets a quick zap 
then we head to the mall! 
 Injecting some fun and friendship 
into the mundane task of daily trips to 
the hospital for radiation will help the 
time pass, and just maybe give Steph 
something to look forward to.
 Remembering my radiation days 
well, it helped me to make plans with 

friends during that time so that I had more to look forward to 
than lying on a cold table, alone in the dark getting radiated.  
 Stephanie has hopes and plans for the future (includ-
ing a triathalon!) and still has a smile on her face; she’s just 
returned from a wonderful Florida vacation with her family 
and her family has welcomed a new puppy. 
 This is the truest form of strength and bravery one can 
witness; she too has the generosity and depth to share her 
story to provide hope for others. Stephanie and I plan on 
celebrating our survivorship, wearing our yellow t-shirts 
proudly at Relay for Life next month in Sunderland.
 We look forward to seeing you at Relay.

By Tammy MacIsaac-Horvath
Special to Focus on Scugog

“I was given a zero chance of survival 
 

messed with the wrong girl”
Tammy MacIsaac-Horvath

(five year survivor of cancer)

‘RELAY FOR LIFE’  IN SUNDERLAND ON JUNE 12
 This year, I embark on an exciting, 
albeit overwhelming adventure; and 
that is to chair the North Durham Relay 
For Life planning committee.
 Ultimately, Relay For Life is nothing 
short of a life saving venture. Every 
step taken by participants and every 
dollar raised translates into one thing 
and that thing is life.  
 The Canadian Cancer Society’s 

goal is to eradicate cancer.  Relay 
For Life makes so much possible for 
people living with cancer, from drives 
to treatment, peer support programs, 
education and advocacy and of course 
life-saving research. Aside from all of 
that, Relay For Life is simply a whole lot 
of fun! 
 A friend who attended the event 
last year said her life was forever 

changed and that it was nothing short 
of amazing. It is truly awesome to wit-
ness a sea of yellow shirted survivors 
take to the track for their victory lap, 
their victory over cancer. 
 It is even more magical to witness 
our deeply moving luminary cer-
emony; the track lined with candle-lit 
luminary bags, each bearing the name 

 Stephanie, front, shares a much needed laugh during a visit with her 

survivor of cancer and a constant ‘rock’ for Stephanie.

Please turn to page 16
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of a survivor or in memoriam of a 
loved one lost. Each name is read, 
and many a tear is shed, but we 
take time to remember all those 
who have journeyed before us on 
this rocky road.
 Finally, we commit to fight 
back in an inspiring ceremony 
where participants get fired up 
and make a pledge to do some-
thing in our lives every day that 
fights back against cancer, be it 
quitting smoking, or quitting 
donuts! 
 Sandwiched between all of 
that is story time, live music, 
food, bingo, karaoke, headshaves 
and so much more!  I encourage 
readers to take a moment to learn 
more about this spectacular event 
at www.cancer.ca/relay!  
 Come out and join me, help 
me celebrate a milestone I once 
could only dream about... five 
years and I’m still here (I was 
given a zero chance of survival 
within five years... guess cancer 
messed with the wrong girl!) 
 Come out and help all survi-
vors celebrate, help all to remem-
ber and join us in fighting back 
against cancer. Ask yourself, if not 
me, who? If not now, when? 
  We can’t do it without you; 
please join us in Sunderland for 
the North Durham Relay For Life on 
Friday, June 12th at 7 p.m.
 I hope to see you there!

Tammy MacIsaac-Horvath
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 15

 Stephanie Urry of Port Perry, right, is pictured above during a visit with her good friend and mentor 

WE CAN GET YOU BACK IN THE GAME
With golf season upon us, it’s time to look after those 
persistent aches and pains.

We have many services to offer you: Physiotherapy, 
Massage Therapy, Acupuncture, Bracing and Orthotics.

Call us today for your individualized assessment.
Evening and early morning appointments available.
No referral necessary.

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry
For an appointment call:

905-985-8363

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 
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Award winning gallery 
shows you 

how to be an artist

If you’ve dreamt it, you can do it!
Professional, affordable art instruction 
for all ages.
Watercolour, acrylics, drawing, carving, 
jewellery, glass, clay and much more.
Daytime, evening, weekend, 
after-school.
Summer art camp for kids 6 & older.

Come visit our beautiful 
gallery and be inspired!

info@meta4gallery.ca  • www.meta4gallery.ca

META4 
Contemporary Craft Gallery
200 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-1534

Unique, Original & 
Exceptional Works by Ontario
Artists for Unique, Original & 
Exceptional People.

Ooh La La! Lingerie
and

present…

For more information call

 Sandy or        Debi 
905-982-1143     905-982-0629

141 Perry Street, Port Perry

DON’T
FORGET

Mother’s Day Sunday, May 10th
We have what she wants.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

             Join us for a
FUNDRAISING FASHION SHOW /

PRIVATE SHOPPING SPREE
Thursday, May 7 - 7 to 9 pm

$15.00 with proceeds donated to the Scugog Animal Shelter

FABULOUS SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
for all attendees.

* Bring some cat or dog food and have your 
name entered for a handbag or bra.*

Scugog residents invited to
leadership training simulcast
 Tony Blair, Jack Nicklaus and John Maxwell are three of 
the 10 leaders who will speak at the 2009 Maximum Impact 
Simulcast from Atlanta to Port Perry this week.
 The Maximum Impact Simulcast is a one-day leadership 
training event broadcast live from the Georgia World Congress 
Center in Atlanta to approximately 500 host sites throughout 
the nation.  
 The event takes place this Friday at Emmanuel Pentecostal 
Church, 1680 Reach St., on May 8 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets 
for the seminar are $60 with a catered lunch available for $15. 
 For tickets and schedule of speakers, contact the Scugog 
Chamber of Commerce at 905-985-4971. 

Join our professionals for fun filled workshops, interactive talks, 
helpful tips and exciting ideas in a relaxed 
environment. They will deliver their 
information in an exciting and 
energetic manner leading to 
lots of laughter and giggles.

July 13 - 17,  9 a.m.  to  4 p.m

To register call 
Bonnie Schurman 

905-985-9599

Tween Teen 
Talk Workshop

Girls Only 
11-15



is the word...
 The Tony Award-winning musical, Grease , presented 
by CDL Youth Musical Theatre, makes it’s Town Hall 1873 
premiere, May 22 to May 31. 
 It’s 1959. Sandy Dumbrowski and 
Danny Zuko have just spent their 
summer days at the beach, and their 
summer nights falling in love. As sum-
mer ends, they don’t expect to see each 
other again. So when Sandy transfers 
to Rydell High, she’s surprised to 
find Danny isn’t exactly the guy she 
fell in love with. With Rizzo and the 
Pink Ladies coaching the whole-
some Sandy, and Kenickie and the 
Burger Palace Boys razzing Danny, 
will true love prevail? 
 The CDL Youth Musical 
Theatre’s production of “Grease” 
features 41 talented young 
performers aged nine to 19 from 
across Durham region.  
 Bad-boy Danny is played 
by Alex Hanson, a newcomer 

to the group. The 
role of “wholesome 
and sweet” Sandy is 
shared by two lovely 
young women: Ali 
Crone and Emelie 
Savard, a talented new-
comer to the group. 
       The Pink Ladies 
are Tiffany Lamanna as 
(Rizzo), Katherine Taylor  
(Marty), Amy Gibbons 
and Shelby Down  (Jan 
and Frenchy).  The Burger  
Palace Boys feature Mat-
thew Fearnley-Brown 
(Kenickie), Evan Paisley 
(Roger), Wade Minacs 
(Doody) and Michael Stow-
ell-Smith (Sonny).  
        In other roles, the show 
features the talents of Port 

Perry natives Olivia Menzies, 
Sarah Davies, Jacob Tessier, 
Vince Fontaine, Gavin Hos-

sack and Stephanie Forcier who 
gives an outstanding character performance as Cha-Cha. In 
the cameo role of Teen Angel is Hunter Donaldson and Peter 
Lukow as Johnny Casino.  
 The show is under the direction of Liz Auston, with 
musical direction by Cathy Pavlik and choreography by Jen-
nifer Hamilton. Jennifer Down produces. 
 All are Port Perry residents with experience in music 
and theatre that goes far beyond Durham’s borders.  Aus-
ton, Pavlik, Hamilton and Down also helmed 2008’s “High 
School Musical”, which broke all sales and attendance 
records for youth productions at Town Hall 1873.  
 Tickets are on sale and going fast at Meta4 Gallery, 200 
Queen Street in Port Perry, available in person or by phone 
at 905-985-1534. Tickets are $16 for all performances, all seats 
and all ages.

Photos by Jonathan van BilsenKatherine Taylor. Back left, Shelby Down and Emelie Savard.
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Grease Summer nights will be  
arriving a few weeks earlier 
than usual this year...
and it’s going to be electrifyin’



HOME RENOVATIONS INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RETAINING WALLS MINI HOE
LANDSCAPING  BOBCAT SERVICE

INTERLOCKING STONE WORK

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090

or cell: 905-261-7840

Thinking of things you need done this spring?
THINK OF US!

Scugog WATER Fund provides money 
for property upgrades

When it comes to maintaining your property, water is a major factor. 
Water that flows across our yards, through our gardens and down into the 
ground also fills our streams, rivers, and even our wells.

 Protecting the water on your property and in your well is easy, and the 
Scugog WATER Fund can help. This incentive program provides support and 
funding to property owners who undertake well upgrades (up to $1,000), well 
decommissioning (up to $1,500), septic system upgrades (up to $1,500), erosion 
control (up to $2,000), clean water diversion (up to $1,000), manure storage 
(up to $8,000) and other agricultural management practices (up to $8,000).

These kinds of projects not only improve your property, they help improve 
the quality of ground water and surface water that flow down our streams and 
rivers into Lake Scugog.

Kawartha Conservation
705.328.2271 ext. 224 
www.kawarthaconservation.com

See our ad on page 23

1670 Coates Road West
Port Perry  •  905-985-5462
email: clamrock@5ofus.com

www.lamrockslittleroses.com

We look forward to seeing you 
in our garden this summer.

We offer 
an excellent 

variety of:

Heuchera

Roses

Hosta

Astilbes

Perennial
Geraniums

Hanging Baskets

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Visit our garden Fridays, Saturdays and 

holiday Mondays 9-5pm, 
Sundays 1-4pm May 1 until August 3. 

Other times by appointment.

Marion & Cecil Lamrock

FOCUS - MAY 2009  21   



Grounds Keeping and Landscape Installations
Our services include: Interlock and stone patios Seasonal cleanup

Retaining walls Lawn care
Walkways Pruning
Natural Stone Snow plowing
Professional landscape design

Contact Information
Please contact us if you have any questions or would like an estimate,
we will gladly discuss your project.

T (905) 260 1796 Permacon Authorized Contractor

STICKS & STONES
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

2 year warranty
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HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

Adjustable dampeners 
allow the operator 
to customize drive 

responsiveness to suit 
personal preference

Mows up to 
6.0 acres per hour

Ground speeds 
up to 10 mph

Home owner units 
starting at 18 hp

Commercial 
units starting 

at 23 hp

DIESEL MODELS AVAILABLE

A Well Kept Secret
Otter Greenhouses is a locally owned and operated 

business, celebrating 10 years in the Port Perry/Uxbridge 
area this year, but is still a well kept secret.

With just over an acre of greenhouse space we have a 
huge variety of high quality annuals, perennials, hanging 
baskets and planters as well as unique garden accessories.

The greenhouse carries a wide variety of soils available 
bagged, bulk or delivered.  This year we will be carrying 
nematodes for an all-natural and effective way to treat grubs.

Otter Greenhouse is, of course, open for the spring but we 
open again in the fall. During that time you can choose from 
a rainbow of fall mums, grasses, sunflowers and pumpkins 
straight from our field!

We have also launched our Bloomin Bucks program this 
year!  Customers can reward themselves by collecting their 
receipts and when you accumulate $200, bring them in for a 
$10 Bloomin Buck coupon to use anytime in the greenhouse.

So drop in and have a look around. You can find us at 
315 Medd Road – Medd can be accessed by either Lakeridge 
Road or Reach Street. 

Otter Greenhouses
315 Medd Road, Port Perry
905-852-4187
www.ottergreenhouses.com

See our ad on page 22

Tips for keeping gardens 
safe from harmful insects
* Keep gardens and flower beds clean 

and free of debris. Insects can hide and 
breed in weeds, threatening plants.

* Space plants properly - crowding 
makes it easy for insects to move from 
plant to plant.

* Turn garden soil in the winter to 
expose overwintering insects to 
freezing temperatures.

* Wash hands and gardening tools often 
to prevent the spread of insects. 

* Apply non-toxic pesticides to quickly 
eradicate insects.

* Choose a botanical insecticide that 
combats a wide variety of insects. 
Consider an eco-friendly product that 
won’t create a toxic build-up in the 
environment.
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1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry
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Seniors Discount –
 10% (Tuesdays)

BRING YOUR YARD TO LIFE!

bats- -  raccoons - -  skunks - -  rats - -  spiders
- -  cockroaches - -  ants - -  fleas

Spring brings out 
CLUSTER FLIES

& SPIDERS

CALL

SCUGOG PEST CONTROL
905-986-4169

Scugogpestcontrol.701.com

wildlife control

bat proofing

household insects

 New Location, Location, Location
The professional staff at Scugog Equipment Rentals 

have served the Township of Scugog for the past 20 
years and will continue to do so from our new location 
at 27 Easy St. We are conveniently located just off the 
6th line between Hwy. 7A and Hwy 12.

When renting our equipment you will receive not 
only quality and reliability, but full confidence in your 
knowledge of how to operate the equipment.

Scugog Equipment Rentals carries a full line of 
equipment for homeowners and contractors. Our 
equipment is professional and industrial. Whatever your 
project, we can help you finish your project in a timely 
and professional manner.

As well as rentals, we also sell equipment (new and 
used), safety supplies and parts for resale. Contact us to
reserve your equipment.  

Scugog Equipment Rentals
27 Easy Street, Port Perry
905-985-4416

Uxbridge:
11 Douglas Road, 905-852-4416

Stouffville:
905-642-4426

www.scugogequipmentrentals.com

See our ad on page 22
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Rentals
Sales
Service

27 Easy Street
Port Perry
905-985-4416

Uxbridge: 11 Douglas Rd. 905-852-4416

Stouffville: 905-642-4426

www.scugogequipmentrentals.com

Reserve your lawn & garden equipment now. 
We will gladly hold it for you.
  SUMMER HOURS:
  Port Perry:  Mon-Sat, 7am - 5:30pm • Sun 8am - 12pm
  Uxbridge:    Mon-Fri, 6am - 6pm

Sat, 7am - 6pm • Sun, 8am - 12pm

OPEN SAT.  SUN. & MON. OF THE MAY LONG WEEKEND

PROPANE BBQ
TANK REFILLS

AT OUR 
UXBRIDGE 
LOCATION
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PORT PERRY

What should interlock cost?
The most frequently asked question is what do you charge 

a sq ft. For us, education is our best sales tool. Far too often I 
hear from consumers that certain landscape contractors charge 
exorbitant amounts to cover overhead and profit. This is where 
the educating of our customers comes in to play. 

It’s what lies beneath the surface that counts. When you 
factor in site conditions, proper drainage, base preparation, at 
minimum 6 inches of base material , there is no way around 
it, your dream landscape isn’t going to be cheap. With no real 
governing bodies in the interlock industry you’re left to fend for 
yourself. Getting back costs is like asking you how long it would 
take for you cut my grass. Without seeing the site we truthfully 
can’t  answer that question. Generally interlock can run from $12 
- $20 and up depending on the site and material used. 

Sticks and Stones Landscape Construction offers one of 
Scugog’s longest and soon expanding warranties to show our 
customers were serious about what we do. 

Thanks to Port Perry local Grant McCoshen, for doing a great 
job. Sticks and Stones Landscape Construction is now online at 
LandscapeNow.ca

Sticks & Stones Landscape Construction
905-260-1796 or 905-985-6069
LandscapeNow.ca

See our ad on page 20

Lamrock’s Country Garden
A garden can be one climbing rose growing up the side or 

your house. Spend time and enjoy your garden. You can visit 
Lamrock’s Country Garden to see our collection of roses, hostas, 
heuchera, astilbes, perennial, geraniums and hanging baskets.

We specialize in and sell to the public:

Hostas- We grow over 200 varieties ranging in size from
4” to 30”

Astilbes- An underrated plant that will grow in sun or shade
likes lots of water. We offer 25 varieties or more.

Roses- What would a garden be without roses. They require 
8 to 10 hours of sun during the growing season. We carry a good 
selection of the popular varieties. See over 300 growing on our 
property. Blooming time commences the third week of June.

Heuchera- The new varieties are stunning.

Hanging Baskets or Planters can bring an area to life.

Lamrock’s Country Garden
1670 Coates Road West, Port Perry
905-985-5462
www.lamrockslittleroses.com

See our ad on page 19

 TOP QUALITY ANNUALS

 PERENNIALS

 HANGING BASKETS

 HUGE PLANTERS

 URNS

 WINDOW BOXES

 UNIQUE FILLERS

 GRASSES

 NEMATODES (All natural grub control)

 MULCH

 TOP SOIL & TRIPLE MIX

 FERTILIZER

 BAGGED MANURE

BlBl    min Buckmin BuckssssssBl    min Bucks

315 Medd Road, 
Port Perry
905-852-4187
www.ottergreenhouses.com

24  FOCUS - MAY 2009   



705.328.2271
geninfo@kawarthaconservation.com
www.kawarthaconservation.com

Applications are also available online at 
www.kawarthaconservation.com

Scugog WATER Fund
applications now being accepted

•Manure storage, up to $8,000
•Alternative watering systems, up to $8,000
•Exclusion fencing, up to $8,000
•Erosion control, up to $2,000
•Clean water diversion, up to $1,000
•Well decommissioning, up to $1,500
•Well upgrades, up to $1,000
•Septic system upgrades, up to $1,500
•Other agricultural management practices, up to $8,000

!"#$%#&'()(%*(+*,'-./0
!"#$%&'()*+&#,'-(%.(*+(/0-111

Contact Sasha Lambrinos at 705.328.2271 ext. 224, 
slambrinos@kawarthaconservation.com, for details.

Applications are also available online at 
www.kawarthaconservation.com

Projects must be within the area where the Kawartha Conservation 
watershed overlaps the Region of Durham. Other conditions may apply.

•Clean water diversion, up to $1,000
•Well decommissioning, up to $1,500

Apply
Today!

Trees *  Shrubs  *  Perennials

Open to landscapers: 
Tuesday - Sunday

Open to the public: 
Friday - Sunday

7:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m.

4300 Concession 7, Uxbridge
(Main St., approx. 5km S. of town)      905-862-8175

johns_garden@hotmail.com

Scugog Pest Control
Small Town, Small Business, Big Hearts

Our Mission:
To provide needed pest control services of varying 

descriptions, in a safe and effective manner, to residences 
and businesses of the Durham region and a little beyond!
Our products and services:

We provide a professional hands-on approach to all 
dealings with pests, and the products used are regulated 
with “The Pesticides Act and Regulations”.  We have 
also developed a new product line made with all Natural 
ingredients to be used for the touch-ups between treatments.

Our Competitive Edge:
Being family owned and operated, raised in the area in 

which we operate, we believe we have the honest approach 
needed to survive and excel in this day and age. We also have 
the great privilege of knowing our clients personally from 
year to year.

Our Guarantee:
If you are not happy, we are not happy! 

Awards we have won include:
2007 & 2008 Reader’s Choice Award for Best Pest Control

Jim and Ellen Cross and family
Scugog Pest Control
905-986-4169
scugogpestcontrol.701.ca

See our ad on page 21

Spring Mulching
 One of the best tricks of the 

landscaping trade is to utilize 
mulch around plants, trees 
and shrubs. Both aesthetically 
appealing and beneficial to soil, 
mulch helps to reduce weeds, 
conserve soil moisture and keep 
soil strong throughout the often 
trying temperatures of summer.

During the summer months 
mulch should work to keep heat 
out, while it should do the exact 
opposite in the winter. Once the 
weather has taken a turn for the 
warmer in the spring, consider 
mulching a summer garden 
with hay, wood shavings or even 
compost. These mulches will 
insulate the garden from summer 
heat. In the winter time, pine 
needles or straw are effective at 
trapping heat once the ground 
has frozen. Other mulches, 
including bark and stone, are 
essentially the multi-taskers 
of mulch, working to insulate
 in both summer and winter.
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line became part of the Grand Trunk 
Railway. He was also the contractor 
for other branches of the Grand Trunk 
Railway. 
 In 1854 the Shanlys were given the 
task of drawing up plans for a railway 
from Whitby to Lake Huron. Port Per-
ry’s streets were named after the Shan-
lys and Casimir Gzowski as a form of 
encouragement to make sure that they 
included Port Perry on the railway 
line. Unfortunately the proposal for 
the railway was dropped, but the street 
names remained.
 Casimir Gzowski became involved 
in the Toronto Turf Club, a horse racing 
organization.  At the club he created 
a race which he called the “Queen’s 
Plate.” Today it is the oldest thorough-
bred horse race in North America.
 In 1889 he organized the Canadian 
Society of Engineers and served as its 

first president until 1891.  
   As a sign of his contributions to 
life in Canada, in 1890 he was invited 
to London and knighted by Queen Vic-
toria and became Sir Casimir Gzowski. 
He served as Lieutenant Governor of 
Ontario from 1896 to 1897. He died in 
1898 in Toronto. 
 There are numerous monuments 
to Sir Casimir Gzowski around the 
province including a Toronto park 
named after him on the Lake Ontario 
waterfront just east of the Humber 
River and a plaque to him in Niagara 
Falls directly across from the American 
Falls. 
 His great grandson Peter Gzowski 
became a well known Canadian radio 
personality. 

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

hen Peter Perry drew up his street plans of Port Perry in 1845, he gave 
the name Cinderella Street to a street parallel to Mary Street and one 
block south.  Peter Perry’s wife was Mary and they had named their first 
daughter Cinderella. Sometime around 1854, the name was changed to 

Casimir Street. The new name was in honour of Casimir Gzowski one of Canada’s 
great engineers.  
 Kasimierz Gzowski was born in St Petersburg in Russia in 1813.  His father 
was an engineer in the Russian army. During the upheaval of Russian politics in 
1830, the Gzowskis emigrated to the United States.  Immediately upon their arrival, 

Kasimierz, anglicized his name to Casimir and entered 
law school. 
 His father had become involved in railway engi-
neering in the United States and invited him to join in 
his work.  Casimir later took on an assignment as an 
engineer, designing sections of the  New York and Erie 
Railway. 
 In 1841, Casimir moved to Canada to work as an 
engineer on the Welland Canal. 
 A few years later he took on work with the St Law-
rence and Atlantic Railway and by 1849 was offered the 
position as Chief Engineer of the project. It was during 
this time that he became involved with other engineers 
with Port Perry connections, Walter and Francis Shanly, 
after whom Shanly Street is named.  
 In 1851 Casimir and the Shanlys were commis-
sioned to survey and produce plans for a railway along 
the Saint Lawrence from Montreal through Kingston 
to Toronto.  Two years later Casimir was hired by the 
Shanlys to build the Toronto to Guelph railway. This 

Sir Casimir Gzowski

W

 This section of a Port Perry map dated 1854 shows Casimir Street (blue), 
named after Sir Casimir Gzowski and Shanly St. (yellow), named after Walter 
Shanly. The two men were instrumental in bringing the railway to Port Perry.

First train arrived at Port Perry station in 1872
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 We all know what fuels our cars, but do you ever 
give thought to what really fuels us and all the life that 
we see around us?
 If we go back to the rock bottom of that question, 
or in this case the “mud” bottom of all life, we begin to 
realize that our lives depend on the health of a spec-
tacular range of little life forms which often cannot be 
seen with the naked eye.  Soil grows healthy life only 
when that soil contains the life force of microbes, bac-
teria and fungi. One tablespoon of good organic soil 
contains billions of these life forms.  Like it or not, they 
are the original fuel for our life.  
 We are used to thinking of bacteria and fungi as bad, 
and some of them are.  But the vast majority found in 

give nutrition to plants, aerate the soil, help plants ger-
minate, feed slightly larger life forms and break down 
waste. 

      On top of this microscopic 
layer is another level of life that 
we also tend to shun as “gross” 
or unhealthy and try to eradi-
cate or, never think about.  If we 
are examining the mud of the 
lake, they may be those little 
wormy or fast-moving life forms 
that we can just see which are 
often the larval stage of insects 

     On land they may be 
beetles, ants, sow bugs, centipedes and such. Each 
of these organisms  are both eaters and the eaten and 
take their place at the bottom of the vast pyramid of life 

and all the life forms.    
 Like a house of cards, pull out any one of these levels 

of life and we are at peril of losing the whole house. 

THE LIVING LAKE EDGE

LAKE SCUGOG ALIVE     
 The lake edge you see above is very healthy.  That 
is because there are food, shade and many hiding 

range of native water plant species that help clean the 
water and break up the force of wind and wave action 
that erodes the shoreline.  The large irregular stones 
are able to resist the ice in winter -- acting as glides to 
break up and force up the incoming ice sheets.
 Leaving a shoreline natural in order to make the 
lake healthy is often counterintuitive to a desire to tidy 
and keep our properties clean and “in fashion.” 
 The Lake Stewards suggest that you determine your 
recreation needs, clear that one area and leave the 
rest to the 90% of lake life that lives and gives birth at 
the lake shore.  The diversity of exciting life that you 
will see just at your shoreline will more than make up 
for your loss of that controlled look.
     Remember that the current out-of-balance situation 
regarding the invasive exotic Eurasian water milfoil is 
a cyclical problem. By encouraging native varieties on 
your shoreline, and a healthy diverse lake, you will do 
your part to reduce that weed to a minimum.
 For children, the Lake Stewards are beginning a 
feature called “Jay, Junior Lake Detective” that will 
be starting in this issue of “Life on the Lake” but will 
be continued right on the home page of our new 
website, www.scugoglakestewards.com. In it you will 

when at the shores of Lake Scugog. Keep checking 
back to our rapidly developing site for new ideas and 
information.  

Checking for important
lake life.
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 Summer is just around the corner and that means 
– What to do with kids outside especially on the lake 
shore?  Jay, “Junior Lake Detective” to the rescue! 
 The shores of Lake Scugog, its rivers and streams are 
teeming with exciting and important tiny life forms to see 
and marvel at.  Some are easily visible and others can 
only be seen with a magnifying glass or even a micro-
scope.  But Jay suggests that children don’t need fancy 
equipment to experience a natural shoreline’s diversity.  
A short trip to Canadian Tire should provide any extras 
your family may not have:  
 • small pond net
 • inexpensive magnifying glass
 • white bucket 

white plastic tubs with lids, a plastic spoon and a pair of 
tweezers.
    But – all you really need is a healthy dose of curiosity!

Bugs in the mud
 With you safely in the near back-

ground, your own Junior Lake 
Detective should put about 10 cms. 
of lake water in the bucket. Then 
they should swoop the net in the 
water at the lake edge in a gentle up 
and down motion, taking it through 
the underwater plants and along 
the top mud layer along the shore.  
Then turn the net inside out over 

the bucket, swishing it in the water to remove anything 
trapped in the net.  Repeat this several times.  Take 
a tub and dip about ! a centimeter of water from the 
bucket, trying to pick up a collection of the small bits that 
have been caught in the net.
   Now is the time for sharp eyes!   Is anything moving 
– wiggling or swimming? Keep looking! The little specks 
that look like mud will move! Carefully pick up those tiny 
creatures with the spoon or the tweezers and place them 
on the lid of the tub for up-close viewing with the magni-
fying glass.
  The study of these tiny “benthic invertebrates” (or for 
us – “bugs in the mud”) is a tool used by scientists.  They 
are “biological indicators of watershed health.”  The more 
the numbers and their diversity, the better the health of 
the water at that portion of the lake shore.  Since many 
of these “benthos” breathe through openings in their 

How to understand what you see:
 A good website for you and your child to get good 

under your magnifying glass is to search the internet for   
www.epa.gov/bioindicators/html/benthosid.  Then  on 

    

 Jay, our Junior Lake Detective 

they love to devour pesky mos-
quitoes.
 What few people know is that 

well-known beautiful adult, they 

their life underwater in their im-
mature nymph (called a naiad) 
stage.  These nymphs are quite 
vicious carnivores. They have a 
special jaw that shoots out and 
grabs their prey.  One of their 
favourite foods is mosquito larva.
   When they are ready to be-

come adults, they climb out of the water onto a plant, 

-
cation of shoreline health. Empty casings can often be 
found on plants or rocks.

Dipping for Daphnia
The shoreline waters of Lake Scugog are full of the 
tiny, microscopic Daphnia.  The Daphnia are food for 

lake detectives will just be able to see them 
with careful observation under a magnifying 

out algae, dead plant and animal debris and 
other particles as food.  These tiny creatures 
are probably the most important herbivores in 
the lake!  They are an important food source for 

that are important indicators of lake health.
-

ing, log on regularly to the Lake Stewards website  
www.scugoglakestewards.com for more ideas. Just 
remember, always return creatures you are looking at  
to their natural environment after your studies.   

Jay, Junior Lake Detective

Dragonfly nymph 
Approx. 3 mm
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 In early April, as I was 
driving across the causeway 
on Highway 7A, I saw two 

a beautiful morning and I 
must admit that their angling 
made me somewhat jealous. 
Nonetheless, regulations are 
regulations, so I stopped to 
tell them that Lake Scugog is 

fourth Saturday in April and 
they would be facing hefty 

-

Like many, they believed there was an open season on 

in April to November 15. Fishing licences are required.

A GREAT START
 This conversation, however, provided an excellent en-
try point to an article I had promised the Stewards about 

Pomoxis nigromaculatus or Black Crappie, as 
it is commonly known, was caught in Scu-
gog in 1997.  They had been making 
their way up the Trent-Severn sys-

-
riving at the headwaters in Scugog.  
Native to other lakes in Ontario, 
it is a welcome addition to our 
Lake for three worthy reasons.  
1.   As an avid angler myself, 
Black Crappie is arguably the 

argue for Walleye and others would favour Perch, but 
-

cious.

to a reasonable size as well.

including Black Crappie.  It is already plentiful.
   
GIVING THE STATS
 The Ontario Black Crappie record is 3.78 lbs. or 
1.71 kg, while the average size is only !  to 1 pound 

about eight years old.  Like other 

they school, so when they are 
found, they are in good numbers.
     While I have not yet caught 

fairly common.

   A FEW TIPS FOR  
  CATCHING CRAPPIE 

  They are easiest to catch in the spring when they 
congregate in warm back bays to spawn (females will 
lay up 35,000 eggs), laying their eggs over vegetation in 
less than 70 centimetres of water (often in as little as 15 
centimetres). The eggs, protected in circular nest-type 
depressions guarded by the males, hatch in seven days.

canals, and back bays of Lake Scugog following the 
minnows for a pre-winter feed-up.  They will school and 
suspend in deeper sections of the lake in winter, provid-

 Black Crappie have been a welcome addition to our 

excitement to the earliest days of spring. 

WHEN CRAPPIE IS 
REALLY GOOD!

a fish story by Lake Steward, D. A. (Sandy) Beaton

 Newest Information from the M.N.R.     
    
walleye numbers are down.  In abundance especially are 
large mouth bass, small mouth bass and all the smaller 

perch.  Improved water clarity and predation of their young 

the reason for the reduced walleye numbers.  
     Carp numbers are still high in the lake. The virus that  
affected that species in 2007, which likely was introduced 
into Lake Scugog from a dumped aquarium, is unlikely to 
return this year. Fish from the lake are very healthy.  

Scugog Lake Stewards 
Inc.

would like to thank 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
for covering the printing costs of this issue of 

“Life on the Lake”
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East Cross Forest Conservation Area

Grand Opening!

June 11, 2009

www.kawarthaconservation.com

Contact Kristie Virgoe for details
kvirgoe@kawarthaconservation.com

705.328.2271 ext. 223

Ontario’s Cosmetic  
Pesticides Ban       
 From pages one and two of this 
“Life on the Lake” insert, you can see 
that the Scugog Lake Stewards are 
very keen on protecting the layers of 
life that are often totally ignored - the 
freshwater microbial and bug com-
munities which are the food for higher 
species. Pesticides meant to eradicate 
one pest - be they weeds, mildew or 
obnoxious insects, often have effects 
on other insect/microbe communities 
that we don’t see but which deliver 
plant or animal health in some way.  
Even those products that supposedly 
break down in soil, may not - or they 
break down into other products that 
kill or weaken the unseen “fuel” of our 
environment. 
 Anyone concerned with lake and 
stream health will, therefore, be very 
happy about the ban that Ontario en-
acted starting on April 22, on the use 
of a wide range of chemical pesticides 
for residential lawns and gardens.  
Anything applied to soil whether it be 

on the lake shore, or in-land, even-
tually becomes part of our forever 
circulating groundwater system. 
 The website for information  
regarding this new legislation is  
www.Ontario.ca/pesticideban which 
gives many natural ways for caring 
for lawns and gardens, including the 
use of bio-pesticides and lower risk 

pesticides. 
 The new mantra is to care for 
plants by caring for the soil.  That 

needs to grow healthy, unstressed 
grass or plants which in turn resist dis-
ease and pests – just as we humans 
do when we eat right, get sunshine, 
exercise and reduce stress. 

IDEAS FOR A HEALTHY LAWN
1. Fertilize minimally, then only based on the results soil tests.  
(See below for how to get your soil analysed for free!). Use natural fertil-
izers that work with the natural composting agents in the soil. Seaweed 
products prevent drought stress. Don’t force grass to overproduce 
beyond their root systems.
2. Give your grass roots air and nutrients by aerating and de-thatching 
regularly. 
3. Keep your grass thick and weed-free by over-seeding using top-grade 

third white clover seed for natural fertilization and early spring lush green 
colour as well as good green during traditional summer heat brown-outs. 
4.
weeds to germinate.
 But most of all keep an open mind and keep learning.  New 
products and maintenance equipment are being invented every 
year.  Keep on gardening!  It is good medicine for the soul!

Editorial          by Barbara Karthein, Editor, Life on the Lake

How much do you know 
about your lawn?

Get a free soil sample and user-friendly report to 
help you determine your lawn care needs. 

We’ll also provide you with free technical 
advice about environmentally friendly lawn care 
techniques and products to get the best lawn.

This program is provided to property owners 
around Lake Scugog as part of the Blue Canoe 
project and Lake Scugog Environmental 
Management Plan.

Book an appointment today! 
705.328.2271 ext. 238

Kawartha Conservation maintains confidentiality regarding 
information about your lawn and property.

www.kawarthaconservation.com

The Blue Canoe has received funding from the 
EcoAction Community Funding Program
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Photo by 
J. Peter Hvidsten

Whiz
    Kids!

Born: June 19, 1985
Residence: Toronto, Ontario
Graduate: Port Perry High School - 2004
 University of Western Ontario 2008
 (Ivey School of Business)
Current Position: Service Manager

JASON 
COTTRELL

 Like most young lads growing up in a small town 
like Port Perry, Jason Cottrell enjoyed the outdoors, 
playing hockey and spending time at the family cot-
tage in Temagami fishing and canoeing.
 But at a very young age, he also took a keen interest 
in computers and by the time he was 12 years old, this 
self-proclaimed “Star Wars geek” had designed his first 
website. In fact, the site became the fourth largest Star 
Wars site on the internet before he closed it down due to 
escalating costs to keep it online.
 It was this early interest in computers and the internet 
that propelled him into designing a website for his father, 
a local dentist. The site was launched with the name 
www.iluvmydentist.com. This was followed by his first 
true client, Brian Callery of Port Perry, owner of “The 
Callery Group” - a local financial planning firm. 
 Today, a little more than 10 years after his first 
commercial venture, Jason operates his own company, 
“Myplanet Internet Solutions” servicing 125 clients 
with a team of six full-time employees. 
 In addition to this tremendous responsibility, he 
also works with a global management consulting firm, 
travelling across North America tackling operational 
and strategic challenges.
 So how did this busy young entrepreneur manage 
to balance his love of sports, education, business and 
hanging out with friends while achieving high stand-
ings in both high school and university?
 Like most successful people, Jason is extremely 
organized and focused on the task ahead of him. 
He recognized that education was of paramount im-
portance and to this end graduated from Port Perry 
High School with a 95 percent average.
 This was followed by winning the Laureate of 
the Millennium Excellence Award and becoming a 
finalist as the Student Entrepreneur of the Year at the 
University of Western Ontario.
 Then in 2008 he was awarded first place for the Wes 
Nicol Entrepreneurial Award at the Richard Ivey School of 
Business.
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 But it hasn’t all been schooling for Jason. When asked 
how he manages to balance everything his eyes sparkle and 
he flashes a big, wide smile.
 “Seriously, I have been trying hard to maintain things 
that keep me relaxed and enjoying life. I play squash and 
work out two or three times a week, golf during the summer, 
enjoy trips to the cottage with friends and I love to travel,” he 
admits.
 And when he’s not meeting up with friends and fellow 
entrepreneurs in Toronto where he lives, he finds time to 
spend with his girlfriend, Jessica or return to Port Perry to 
visit with his family.
 When confronted with his workload and balance in his 
life, Jason just says, “what’s balance?” 
 “I’m very persistent in trying to squeeze everything I pos-
sibly can into my schedule. Right now, personal enjoyment 
often has business involved in some way, shape or form. 
  He says he gains a lot of satisfaction from building and 
creating, and watching something grow. “I love the challenge 
of setting a growth plan, finding opportunities, and setting 
my team towards that. I feel I’m a builder,” he says. 
 As if all this isn’t enough, Jason has an aspiration to some-
how help his community in the coming years.
 “ Once I can return to a normal workload, I’d love to get 
back to volunteering in the community - to find something 
close to me, based on my life experiences, and to be able to 
make a difference by starting a charity.  It could be the most 
bland but necessary need, but if I thought I could tackle it and 
solve it, I think that would be very meaningful.”
 In the meantime, this ambitious young man eyes the 
future with lofty aspirations and expectations. He plans to 
continue building his top-notch team at Myplanet, special-
izing in web application development (custom programming) 
and online marketing. 
 To that end, to become more efficient and professional, 
Jason recently moved his business from  a corner of his apart-
ment into leased office space at Yonge and Eglinton. With a 
staff of six full-time developers - each an expert in the work 
they do - he eyes the future with confidence.
 Jason says he strives to hire people who have shown a 
background for personal development and initiative to en-
sure the highest calibre of client service and innovation. And 
he ensures that all team members have a business acumen 
- so they not only understand the needs of their clients, but 
also have the ability to develop solutions.
 “Our goal is to be a player among government and pri-
vate enterprise in 2009 and start to gain international expo-
sure for our work in 2010. We have very innovative projects 
and technologies coming down the pipeline and its very 
exciting to be a part of,” Jason explains.
 Despite his youth and success, he still has plans to return 
to the Ivey School of Business to complete his MBA. “The 
question is, will it take place in two, 10 or 20 years?” he says 
with a smile.
 “Personally, I’m an entrepreneur at heart. I’m very fo-
cused on growing Myplanet right now, but hope that down 
the line I have the chance to work with other business ven-
tures, different industries, getting to know new people.” 
 “We’ll see how that goes.” 

J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog 

Continued from page 29

 In this issue of Focus on Scugog you’ll see our second 
feature on Whiz Kids - which highlight the early successes 
of a number of  local high school grads, who have gone on 
to achieve so much in their careers, in so few years.
 We welcome suggestions from our readers on young 
men and women who have attained exceptional status 
in their chosen fields. We can not guarantee all will be 
featured - but all will be considered.
 Please forward detailed suggestions to Whiz Kids at 
Focus on Scugog, 188 Mary St., Port Perry, Ont.,  L9L 1A2; 
to focus@observerpub.ca, or call 905-985-8585.

Focus on Scugog looking for 
exceptional “Whiz Kids”

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
                all year round
   Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
                   Prom, Evening 
                        Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

Introducing
Award Winning Wines by

~ SERVING SCUGOG SINCE 1997 ~

• Vino del Vida
• Grand Cru
• Orchard Breezin
• Cellar Classic
• Heritage Estates
• Cru Select
• Grand Cru 

International4-6 week kits
Bottle the experience™

Lisandras
Winemaking at its BEST

38 Water St., 
Port Perry
905-985-1197

 Would you like to support your local nursing home 
and have some fun at the same time? Then you won’t want 
to miss the “Newfie Kitchen Party” later this month.
 The party being organized by Community Nursing 
Home, Port Perry is to help raise funds for residents of 
CNH for a trip to Newfoundland.
 The “Newfie Kitchen Party” takes place at the Scugog 
Community Centre on Friday, May 22 with doors opening 
at 7:30 p.m. Bring your musical instruments and a special 
invitation goes out to all cloggers.
 Tickets are $15 per person. For more information call 
Karen Sansom at 905-985-3205, ext. 232.

Newfie Kitchen Party
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Taking Care of

It takes skill, experience and passion and here 
are a group of exceptional business people who 
have that and more to offer.  Please support them 
whenever possible.  Let’s keep our business in and 
around the Scugog area.

TCB
SALUTING EXCEPTIONAL BUSINESS 
LEADERS IN OUR COMMUNITY

lindsey young

You can gather knowledge from books and consulta-
tions with other people, but there’s no substitute for 
experience.  
Frustrated while navigating resort facilities from a 
wheelchair, 23-year old Lindsey Young channeled her 
challenges to constructive ends.  As featured in the 
March 2009 edition of Focus, her experiences inspired 
Accessible Travel Adventures Inc. (ATA), which pro-
vides an accurate directory of accessibility informa-
tion to disabled travellers. Recently, the company has 
expanded its services to include travel bookings!  Her 
consulting relationship with Travel Professionals Inter-
national allows Lindsey to offer full-service customer 
care from her home office through ATA.  Clients of all 

abilities can contact Lindsey at 905-982-1987, Monday 
to Friday 9:00am - 5:00pm, or access its website.
Lindsey has compiled an impressive resume of com-
munity participation and service in her young career.  
Her passion for this innovative enterprise bodes well 
for its success.  As she herself wrote, her company 
may “open new doors [for clients]…to realize their 
travel dreams.”

  5945 Airport Rd. Suite 155
  Mississauga, ON  L4V 1R9

accessible travel adventures TICO #01576226

diane potvin

With seven years in the insurance industry and a 
desire to service her clients better, Diane Potvin 
jumped at the chance to manage The Co-operators
Port Perry office in February 2008. The Co-opera-
tors is a 100% Canadian-owned multi-line insurance 
company providing home, auto, life and disability, 
business, farm, investments and travel. In particular 
Diane enjoys using her experience to provide pro-
active planning for families to help them secure a 
financial future. And to accommodate her custom-
ers requirements, she provides flexibility to meet 
with families within their time schedule and budget. 
Aside from business, Diane participates locally as a 

member of the Scugog Chamber of Commerce and 
enjoys volunteering at WindReach Farm. 
The Co-operators office employs two full-time sales 
associates and are open Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. After hour appointments are available.

180 Mary St., Unit 6, Port Perry • 905-985-8404

the co-operators

pam houghton

Established in 1982, Befaux & After Design Concepts
(B&A) has endeavoured to provide clients with the 
level of superior service only a seasoned professional 
can offer:  with innovative STAGING advice, solid pro-
fessional DESIGN ideas, and unparalleled attention to 
detail in SPECIAL EVENT PLANNING.
Owner Pam Houghton has consistently sustained the 
reputation of her company, which was built on re-
ferrals by hundreds of satisfied clients.  Why choose 
B&A? A Certified International Staging & Redecorat-
ing Professional, Designer, and Colour Specialist, Pam 
brings years of knowledge and expertise to each proj-
ect.  Pam’s high standards in design and sensitive ap-
proach have earned the utmost respect of Real Estate

professionals, Home Sellers and Buyers alike, as well as 
home owners wanting to redecorate.  B&A DESIGNS.  
B&A ORGANIZES.  B&A PLANS SPECIAL EVENTS. B&A 
PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNS GIFT BASKETS.  
B&A is a proud local business.  A contributor on HGTV, 
Pam is a respected, experienced specialist in all as-
pects of staging, design, and planning.

befaux & after design concepts 
905-982-1855  •  905-391-6037
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noreen & gaetan frank

Gaetan Frank has been an artisan cabi-
net maker and counter top fabricator 
for more than 25 years. Thirty years 
later, Gaetan and his wife Noreen have 
brought their expertise to Stouffville 
and Uxbridge with their company
N&G Soapstone Counter Tops. 
Specializing in sales, marketing, and 
design, Gaetan promises detail to 
any project and brings a vast wealth 
of ideas to blend with customer 
specifi cations. Contrary to common 
thought, soapstone is not soft and 
there is more handiwork involved in
its design and creation. The result is 
a beautiful material for countertops 
and sinks. Granite, marble and quartz 
are more common materials, which 
the Franks also carry, but soapstone is 
unique, beautiful and able to pose as an 
art piece; your kitchen will be a conver-
sation piece as well as a warm, inviting 
place to gather. Seeing is believing. 
Visit our showroom, Monday - Thursday 
8am - 5pm and Friday 8am - 4:30pm

n&g soapstone

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville
(on the Uxbridge border, corner 

of Hwy. 47 & 10th line)
905-640-6213  • 1-866-421-4425

www.soapstoneontario.com

dale gibbons

Are you looking for personalized ser-
vice for your home, auto and small 
business insurance? Dale and his team 
of professionals at W.O. Insurance
Brokers could very well be the group 
you have been searching for. Dale, 
with an extensive background in cus-
tomer service with Canada Trust un-
derstands that customer satisfaction 
is critical to long term success. Dale’s 
team is driven by providing superior 
customer service and advice in the 
markets they serve. His team has over 
75 years of service in the insurance 
industry and can answer any ques-
tions you have regarding your insur-
ance needs. They have a simple goal: 
To ensure you are properly insured 
at a very competitive price. Dale is 
actively involved in the community, 
including Treasurer and team spon-
sor within the Scugog Men’s Hockey 
League, as well as a team sponsor of 
the Blackstock Hockey League. He is 
also an active Rotarian.    

w.o. insurance brokers

www.woinsurancebrokers.com
905-436-9090

W.O. INSURANCE
BROKERS

kathryn chenier

In a complicated world it’s nice to 
have someone navigate the waters 
for you, especially when it concerns 
your money and fi nancial well being. 
Kathy Chenier of Edward Jones will 
help steer you on the path that’s right 
for you. Kathy brings over 30 years 
of knowledge and experience in the 
investment business. Her clients re-
ceive steady advice and information 
on all types of insurance and  invest-
ments including stocks, bonds, mu-
tual funds and segregated funds. As 
past president of the Rotary Club, 
Kathy is still very much involved in 
her community; after summering in 
Port Perry as a child, she is thrilled 
to have taken over the helm at the 
Edward Jones offi ce in town. 
Your fi nancial goals do not have to be 
complicated or unattainable; you will 
be in good hands with expert advice 
from Kathy Chenier. Call Kathy now at 
905-985-6282 and begin the process 
of planning and setting fi nancial goals 
that suit your lifestyle and situation.

183 Casimir Street, Port Perry
905-985-6282 • Fx: 905-985-3909

www.edwardjones.com
kathryn.chenier@edwardjones.com

®

edward jones

twila del fatti & barb smith

Neighbours helping neighbours.   
That’s how you could describe Silver Connections.  
Every homeowner’s faced this predicament: needing 
a service provider or contractor, but not knowing 
where to fi nd one who’s reputable and reliable. Silver 
Connections eliminates that stress and guesswork, of-
fering FREE referrals to pre-screened businesses with 
proven track records for exceptional customer service.  
Silver Connections offers both online and live services 
(weekdays, 9:00am-5:00pm).
Founders Twila Del Fatti and Barb Smith merged their di-
verse backgrounds – respectively, in retail management 
and fi nancial service – to create the company, which 
they describe as “connecting people to help others.”  

Service providers face a different dilemma: how to 
best inform the community they possess the qualities 
of consumer respect, consideration, and professional 
competence.  Following reviews of references, proof 
of liability insurance, WSIB clearance (if required), and 
Better Business Bureau clearance, for a small fee ser-
vice providers can join Silver Connections’ network.
When it comes to “connecting people,” Silver Connec-
tions is pure gold!

silver connections

705-357-2525
Toll Free: 877-936-2525
www.silverconnections.ca
Toll Free: 877-936-2525
www.silverconnections.ca
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 scott & nicole swain

Back in 1892, when the Blackstock-
based Swain Farm fi rst opened for 
business, buying farm-fresh goods 
from local producers represented 
the norm for consumers.  Over the 
years many consumers have lost 
their direct link to the farm, but buy-
ing beef directly from the Swain Farm 
is as easy as the click of the mouse.  
Scott and Nicole are the fourth 
generation on the Swain farm and 
together with Scott’s father Don, 
provide many Durham families with a 
superior beef product and excellent 
customer service. 
Today’s Swain Farm features a wide 
selection of hormone-free, farm 
fresh beef, and offers free-of-charge 
delivery within Durham Region.  While 
retaining the family’s original values, 
the accessibility of Swains’ current 
retail outlet would surely make the 
farm’s founders gasp in awe: their on-
line store, located at www.swainbeef.
ca, remains open 24/7.  
They’re open for business even after 
“the cows come home,” you might say!

Direct Contact: 905-986-0447
Online Orders: www.swainbeef.ca

swain farm fresh beef

swainbeef.ca

Dr. Miroslava Smochko

Excellent service and a gentle, car-
ing attitude to patients. These quali-
ties are the hallmarks of Port Perry’s 
South Gate Dental.
Dr. Smochko and her staff provide 
more than general dental services for 
patients of all ages.  As well, they offer 
cosmetic veneers, dentures, bridges, 
crowns, implants, and orthodontics. 
If experience and professional credi-
tations rank among your priorities, 
South Gate possesses those qualities, 
too. Dr. Smochko has practiced den-
tistry for 25 years, holding member-
ship in the Ontario Dental Association 
and International Orthodontic Society.  
Today, maintaining high standards 
means employing the latest technol-
ogy. Dr. Smochko remains constantly 
abreast, and has added digital x-rays 
to the offi ce’s equipment.
You will fi nd their hours (Monday 
through Saturday at 9:00, evening 
appointments available) convenient.  
But most importantly, you’ll fi nd their 
dental work superior.  And that’ll give 
you something to smile about!

south gate dental

SOUTH GATE

14500 Simcoe Street S., Unit #4
(South Gate Plaza)  Port Perry 

905-982-0134

marianne woolley

Finding and pursuing a passion adds 
texture and richness to life. Having 
the opportunity to share that pas-
sion with others is priceless!
Marianne Woolley found her calling
in the creativity of fi ne art. She uses 
her abilities to reach out to children, 
providing the chance to experience 
and share her love of art through a 
special blend of whimsy, patience, 
and creativity. Marianne offers in-
struction in painting and drawing 
through several venues.  She teaches 
after-school programs three nights 
a week, 4:00-5:45.  Working  in schools 
throughout Durham with Grades 1-8, 
she teaches watercolour workshops, 
boosting awareness about careers as 
an artist. She instructs at Curry’s Art 
Store. Her summer camps – Beginner 
Watercolour, Cartoon/Comic, Sketch-
Around-Town, and Beginner Acrylics –
are currently registering.
The love of art knows no boundary.  
While many of her programs focus on 
“children,” Marianne reports her “kids” 
range from 6 to 93. Goes to show: you’re 
never too old to learn!

Port Perry
905-985-2370
mariannewoolley@sympatico.ca

watercolour artist/instructor

jonathan van bilsen

Jonathan van Bilsen is a well-known travel photog-
rapher and author who took his fi rst professional 
photograph nearly 36 years ago. Since his retirement 
from travelling last year, he has refocused his direc-
tion and opened a photographic portrait studio in 
Port Perry. 
Located on the lower level of 188 Mary Street 
(Focus on Scugog Building) the studio is equipped 
with the latest technology for high quality family and 
business portraits. Having photographed thousands 
of people, Jonathan has a unique understanding of 
what makes a portrait successful, be it business or 
personal. The studio is also outfi tted with state of the 

art equipment to photograph product shots for bro-
chures, websites and all forms of advertising. 
Recently Jonathan added a large format printer, 
which enables you to print photographs from your 
fi les on very large paper or canvas. 
For information or to book an appointment call 
Jonathan van Bilsen at 905-985-5110 or email: 
jvb@fotografi x.ca

188 Mary Street, By Appointment 
905-985-5110  •  cell: 905-925-1343

Email: jvb@
photography studio
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virginia frew

Initially the love of travel lures agents into the 
travel profession but the relationships they build with 
clients over many years holds them in.
This busy mother of two owns Marlin Travel, a full 
service travel agency that she began her career with 
21 years ago. The team does it all from packages 
to airline tickets, but Virginia specializes in cruises. 
A veteran of 25 cruises, she uses her knowledge of 
cabin locations, best times to sail certain regions and 
the benefits of each cruise line to help each guest 
navigate wisely. “I love helping clients plan their 
dream cruise,” she says.  Cruises can be booked in 
some cases up to 2 years in advance and she is cur-
rently working on fall 2010 sail dates for some cruise 

destinations. Most cruise deposits are refundable so 
the client has complete flexibility when they take 
advantage of early bookings. Virginia is currently es-
corting a local group aboard Celebrity’s newest ship 
SOLSTICE in the Mediterranean. 
Call Virginia today to discuss your next dream 
cruise.

158 Casimir Street, Port Perry
905-985-2268

virginia.frewclarke@marlintravel.ca

MC

marlin travel (owner)

TICO #4577532

colleen anderson

Her father’s nomadic career in the Air 
Force taught Colleen Anderson, as a 
child, about the excitement of travel.  
Little did either realize these frequent 
changes would inspire a 25-year ca-
reer, helping others to enjoy their 
own travel experiences. Colleen grad-
uated from Humber College’s Travel 
course before joining Marlin Travel.  
She became a member of the Cana-
dian Institute of Travel Counsellors 
and Tico, organizations which pro-
mote professionalism in the industry, 
and offer courses to keep the astute 
travel professional abreast of changes 
in technology and an ever-expanding 
list of destination choices.
“A change is as good as a rest…and 
the best way to do that is to travel,” 
Colleen points out.  And she’s quick 
to add that there is a travel choice to 
suit every need.  A seasoned traveller 
herself as well as a well-rounded pro-
fessional consultant, Colleen will of-
fer you the benefit of her lifetime’s 
experience and assist with all your 
travel requirements.

marlin travel

158 Casimir Street, Port Perry
905-985-2268

colleen.anderson@marlintravel.ca

MC

TICO #4577532

jean scott

What skills do you imagine are most 
critical in a travel agent’s job?  First 
answer might be, it requires great 
computer skills.  And to a degree, 
that’s true: internet savvy does rep-
resent a key element in that business.  
Every day, the successful agent must 
quickly and accurately source out 
information from airlines, hotels, 
cruise lines, tour companies, and des-
tinations.
But at its heart, the role is a “people-
person” job. When you book your 
next trip – whether it’s personal, 
business, group or individual – you’ll 
find a people person at the end of 
the line if you rely on Jean Scott at 
Port Perry’s Marlin Travel.  With 19 
years’ experience in the travel busi-
ness, Jean prides herself on the abil-
ity to assess each individual’s needs.  
She responds by satisfying each cli-
ent with the best possible travel ar-
rangements through personal, pro-
fessional attention.  
Do you travel a little, or travel a lot…?  
In either case, call Jean Scott.

marlin travel 

158 Casimir Street, Port Perry
905-985-2268

jean.scott@marlintravel.ca

MC

TICO #4577532

lori budway

In an industry populated with many com-
petitors offering similar services, Lori 
Budway’s personal bio says it all:  “I strive 
to offer the best personal and profes-
sional service to provide the best vaca-
tion.” Lori specializes in booking wedding 
packages.  Brides can register at Marlin 
Travel’s “Honeymoon Registry,” where 
guests can purchase gift certificates as 
wedding or shower gifts.
With more than 15 years experience, 
Lori’s services include family vacations, 
cruises, and business travel. Your family 
vacation may last a week or two, but 
the memories will linger a lifetime.  So 
you want to choose an agent who will 
do the job right while providing the per-
sonalized customer care you deserve.  
Lori makes vacation dreams come true!  
Reach her, Monday through Friday, 
9:00-5:00, Saturdays 9:00-3:00.
Are you hearing, in your imagination, 
a jet’s whoosh, leaving for an exotic 
destination? Likely. And that smile you’ll 
be wearing on the plane, that’s the sat-
isfaction you’ll feel with Lori Budway’s 
service.

marlin travel 

158 Casimir Street, Port Perry
905-985-2268

lori.budway@marlintravel.ca

MC

TICO #4577532
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 Been there... done that... time to move on!
 That was the thought behind Scugog Township’s exit from 
the popular “Communities In Bloom” program this year. The 
Canada wide program is dedicated to the promotion of green 
spaces in urban settings.
 But after receiving the Ontario group’s top ranking of “five 
blooms” for the past three years, the township felt it was time 
to move on.
 Councillor Bobbie Drew explained that the committee felt 
it had extracted all they could out of that program, although 
did not exclude the possibility of entering the provincial contest 
sometime in the future.
 “The committee was a little disappointed by the decision to 
exit the program because they felt strongly about its objectives, 
they wanted to maintain the initiatives and momentum,” she 
explained.
 With that in mind they decided to continue the program on 
a smaller scale at the local level and “Scugog In Bloom” was 
born.
 “We have just a great group of people who work well to-
gether and didn’t want to let the program go entirely,” Council-
lor Drew said.
 The new “Scugog In Bloom” will mirror much of the pro-
vincial and national programs and is actually already under-
way.
 First off is the annual Photo Contest in which amateur pho-
tographers are encouraged to submit pictures illustrating the 
beauty of the community. The winning photos will be featured 
in the 2010/11 “Scugog In Bloom” calendar as well as other 
promotional items.
 As with the national program, Scugog will hold a “Garden 
Contest” to encourage individuals, businesses and institutions 
to beautify their properties.
 There will be six categories in which to enter - residential, 
business, multi-unit complexes, industrial/commercial, church-
es, schools, daycare and a new rural program for country-side 
private lanes.
 Anyone wanting to nominate their own property, a neigh-
bour’s or friend’s can do so by picking up a nomination form at 
the township office.
 On July 11, the township will host the fourth annual “Scu-
gog Garden Tour,” which will provide residents with an op-
portunity to tour some of the beautiful properties and gardens 
throughout the community.
 Five homeowners have already signed up for the garden 
tour, but organizers are hoping to have a minimum of 10 prop-
erties by the time it takes place.
 Tickets for this popular event are $10 per person and will be 
available at the municipal office and at Town Hall 1873 the day 
of the tour.
 Anyone wanting further information about the events can 
obtain it on the township’s website: www.scugog.ca.
  J. Peter Hvidsten

Focus on Scugog

Bloomin’ good 
time in Scugog
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did you know?
The Township of Scugog has an 18 page by-law document, outlining everything 

don’t bore you, here’s a few things you need to know if you own a mutt!  
(1) Every owner is required to register their pooch and purchase a license and 
tag for each dog. (2) Each dog must be licensed and tagged on or before the 1st 
day of January in each year. (3) A dog license becomes effective on the date it is 
issued and expires on December 31 in the year in which it became effective.
If you really want to dig deeper, go to the Scugog website at: www.township.scugog.on.ca .  
Type ‘dog tags’ in the search engine and ‘presto’ there’s the dog tag by-law.

Winter let go of its icy grip on Lake Scugog this year on April 1, 
two weeks earlier than in 2008 when it disappeared on April 15. 

compiled, that the ice has disappeared on that exact date.  And for 
those who keep track, it’s a full four weeks earlier than the latest 

date ever recorded, which was April 29, 1965.
   April is by far the most likely month for the ice to melt away from Lake 
Scugog. Since recordings began, the ice has only left 16 times during the 
month of March, the earliest being 1983 when it went out on March 16.

Staffers of your Focus on Scugog magazine were 
completely caught off-guard last month during the 
annual meeting of the Scugog Chamber of Com-
merce. It wasn’t until half way through the dinner 
when it was brought to our attention that Focus had 

been nominated for the 2008 Busi-
ness of the Year Award.  And you 
can’t imagine our surprise and pleas-
ure, when it was announced Focus 
on Scugog had been selected as the 
Business of the Year for a company 
with under 15 employees. 
      We’d also like to point out that 
Jeff Hodgkinson, owner of Port Perry 
Canadian Tire store, was recognized 
for his great community work and 
was awarded the Business of the Year 
award for a company with over 15 
employees. Congratulations Jeff.

blowin’ our horn

tagging your pooch

In a small community like ours 
we sometimes think we are 
not effected directly by the 

outside world, but nothing 
could be farther from the truth. 
The local food bank report see-
ing more and more new families 
apply for help each week, as 
people are laid off everywhere. 
Fortunately we have a very 
generous community - with 

individuals, businesses, schools and 
churches all helping out.
It was reported last month that on average, 
between 25 and 35 families take advan-
tage of the community food bank each 
week, although those receiving assistance 
may only collect an arm load of groceries 
and goodies once a month.

hungry in scugog
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FARM • RESIDENTIAL • AUTOMOBILE
COMMERCIAL • WATERCRAFT

Available Discounts Include: Multi-vehicle/Multi-policy/
New Home/Mature Driver (50+)/Retiree/Short Commute

Convenient monthly payment plans available.

For personal service and competitive rates, contact us at

Toll Free: 1-800-461-1468

Brown & Brethour
Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Proudly
representing

 Come and be our guest at Cadenza Productions’ summer spectacular 
Beauty and the Beast, the musical!
 Join Lumiere, Cogsworth, Mrs. Potts and Chip as they nurture the rela-
tionship between the Beast and Belle. Will the Beast learn to love before the 
last petal falls on his enchanted rose? Come and find out!
 Based on the beloved fairy tale, “Beauty and the Beast” follows the 
fantastic adventures of Belle, a beautiful young French girl who yearns 
to escape the tedium of her provincial life and the advances of her 
macho-but-conceited suitor, Gaston. Belle’s life takes an unexpected 
turn when she finds herself imprisoned by a brooding Beast, whose 
mysterious past holds the key to their future.
 With beloved classics “ Be Our Guest,” “Beauty and the Beast” 
and “Gaston,” this heartwarming tale is surely what your sum-
mer is missing!
 Directed by Carey Nicholson, with musical direction by Carol 
Salamone, Beauty and the Beast will be playing at Town Hall 
1873, Centre for the Performing Arts, July 2-4, 9-11, 16-18 at 8 
p.m. and July 5 and 12 at 2 p.m.  
 Tickets are on sale at Meta4 Contemporary Craft Gallery, 
Queen St., Port Perry. Phone 905-985-2435.

Musical coming to Town Hall 1873

Beauty & the Beast

NORTHWOOD ZOO
2192 Cookson Lane, Seagrave
905-985-2738
www.northwoodzoo.com

Norm and 
8 week old
TITAN,
a 20 pound 
grizzly bear, want 
to let you know 
Northwood  Zoo
opens

Saturday
May 16 
10:00 am -
6:00 pm



70 years ago the 
last train left 
Port Perry to  
attend the  
Royal visit  
in Toronto

the last train
 xactly 70 years ago this week, the train from Port Perry to 

Whitby made its last official run. The reason for the trip was to 
take local school children from Port Perry to the CNE grounds to 

see the King and Queen during their visit to Canada in May and June 
1939.

     Zula Hall, of Port Perry, was then seven year old Zula Jackson and 
she remembers the day with remarkable clarity. 

   “We were given a flag, a Union Jack, to wave and we had to take a 
lunch,” she says. “For us it was incredibly exciting. We had seen pictures 
of the King and Queen in books but this was an opportunity to see them in 
person.  It is difficult for anyone to imagine the excitement, “ she emphasizes.
  “It was the first ride in the train for many of us, myself included.  I 
remember that the seats had wooden slats and were quite uncomfortable.    It 
was a cool day,” she recalls, “and we wore spring jackets, but it wasn’t rain-
ing so we didn’t need our boots or raincoats”  
 “Many parents came along as chaperones, including my dad.” 
 “Once we arrived at the CNE we sat at the side of the road to wait for the 
royal couple. I am a short person and we short kids got to sit at the front.”  
 “We had to stand as the car drove by.  I was so excited as the King and 

Queen were only a few feet away.  After they had passed, I realized 
that I had forgotten to wave my flag.”
 “After the motorcade had passed  we sat down and had our 
lunch. We were late in leaving because Maurice Jeffery had left 
the group and gone to visit a relative in Toronto without telling 
the teacher and we thought that he was lost. He did return and 
we made our way back to the station.
  Later we were all presented with a medal as a souvenir. I 
still have mine,” Zula says proudly.
 Bill Brock recalls as a six year old, the excitement  that had 
been building. “The Toronto Star Weekly newspaper had been 
running articles and photos of the Royal family and the plans 
for the visit for three or four weeks,” Bill recalls.  “We were 

all very much attuned to the Royals at that time,” he 
adds.
    “As a result of Maurice Jeffrey being late I don’t 
think that we got back to Port Perry until about four in 
the morning ,” he adds.
   Beryl (Cook) Bond was a classmate of Zula’s. She 
remembers the excitement in the weeks before their 
journey. “It was really the most exciting day of our 
lives,” Beryl claims,“ and for me, it was the first and 

only train ride I have ever had.  I have only been 
back to the CNE once since that time and that 

was by bus,” she says.
 The Griffen family lumber yard 

was right beside the railway track 
at the Port Perry waterfront. 

Ted Griffen was the envy 
of many boys as he got 

to sit in the cab of 
the locomotives 
as they brought 
lumber and coal 

E
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-
in Toronto.

to his father’s lumberyard. But the 
ride to Toronto was his first real train 
journey. 
 “For an eleven year old, the fun was 
more in the ride than the destination,” 
he says.  “Still, I remember us getting 
all excited about the King and Queen 
coming and that we were going to 
see them.  
 My mother came along too 
but for some reason, my brother 
Jack was unable to go, so later, 
my father drove  him to Zephyr 
to see the King and Queen as they 
made a whistle stop and appeared 
on the back of their railroad car. 
Great memories of my child-
hood,” he adds.
 Miriam (Peel) Price has a 
particularly fond memory of the 
Royal visit. In addition to her 
memories of the journey to To-
ronto, she treasures a newspaper 
article with a faded photograph 
which cites... “a select shipment of 
capons for use on the royal train...  
the dressed capons were provided 
for the tour by Peel Brothers of 
Port Perry.”  
 “That’s my dad,” she says 
proudly. 
 The Port Perry to Whitby Junc-
tion run is 20 miles. At Whitby 
the train joined the main line to 
Toronto. However, on this day the 
special train travelled non-stop all 
the way to the CNE station and 
took over two hours.
 The colourful history of the 
railway dates back to initial pro-

posals in the 1850s but work did not 
get underway until 1868. The first train 
ran in 1871. The line was extended 
through Cresswell to Lindsay in 1876. 
 The Port Whitby and Port Perry 
Railway Company was mired in 
controversy and scandal during the 

construction period.  The railway was 
poorly built and constantly needed 
repair. Because of inadequate founda-
tion and ballast, the train’s locomotive 
frequently sank into the mud on the 
stretch between High Point and Man-
chester.  

 The train became affectionate-
ly known as the Nip ‘n Tuck, as it 
was “nip and tuck” as to whether 
or not it would make it up the 
steep grade at the Ridges.
 Although reasonably profit-
able in its early years it was never 
able to pay the cost of its construc-
tion and remained in debt during 
its entire existence. 
      In April 1936, the train stopped 
running from Port Perry to Lind-
say but continued a daily freight 
run from Port Perry to Whitby.
 This run carrying Port Perry’s 
children to Toronto was the rail-
way line’s last. In 1941 the track 
was torn up so that the iron rails 
could be used in the war effort.
      The last remnant of the railway 
era is still available to be seen in 
Port Perry. The station in Palmer 
Park where the school children 
gathered on that cool day in May 
1939, was lifted from its site, 
turned 90 degrees and moved back 
to the west side of Water Street. 
The original old railway station 
still exists and can be seen today 
as the rear section of the building 
behind Ives Florist. 

Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog



Thumbs Up - lets start off this month with a ‘big thumbs up’ to 
the players and coaching staff of the Port Perry Peewee 
AE Predators hockey team who brought home the On-

of the series, the young lads defeated their rival by a score of 
5-0, to bring home the gold. So, were the boys happy to win? 
The answer is no... they were ecstatic!  Congratulations guys.

Thumbs Down - to Tim Horton’s for the inconsistent pricing for 
a cup of java, depending on where you happen to be. 
Did you know purchasing a large coffee will set you back 
a few cents more here in Scugog than if you happen to 

be in Newmarket or Aurora where you can pick up the same 
morning eye opener for four cents less? The same coffee you 
pay $1.49 for here, (that’s really $1.50 unless you wait for a 
penny change) costs $1.45 over there! C’mon Tim, get your act 
together and give us Scugog addicts a break.

Thumbs Down - to the agonizingly slow signal lights at the 
corner of Queen and Simcoe St. Drivers heading east 
or west require plenty of patience when stopped at this 
light which seems like it will never change. Surely some-

one can set this light to switch a little quicker, especially when 

Thumbs Up - While on the subject of Canada’s favourite coffee 
chain, we would be remiss not to give credit where credit 
is due. At least one Scugog Township resident has ben-

year - other than a free coffee or donut. Ken Fraser of Scugog 
rolled up his rim last month and was the surprised winner of a 
2009 Toyota Venza. It’s too bad they didn’t award a GM product 
as a prize - but congratulations Ken... and thanks Tim!

Thumbs Up - to the teaching staff and students at Immacu-
late Conception Catholic School. The Port Perry school 
was among very few in the province to receive the top 
rating of the Fraser Institutes report card on elementary 

schools. We agree with principal Margaret Geer who suggests 

Thumbs
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www.waggfuneralhome.com

WAGG
  FUNERAL HOME

Port Perry’s Locally Owned & Operated Funeral Home

216 Queen Street, 
Port Perry

905-985-2171     
1-800-377-9139

•  
•  

•  

•  

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed
• Windows  •  Doors
• Siding  •  Sunrooms

Take advantage of the
“Home Renovation
 Tax Credit”

vinylbilt®

WINDOWS & DOORS

 Guy Scott, vice president of The Greater Harvey His-
torical Society and author of Country Fairs in Canada, 
will be speaking about the history of Canada’s country 
fairs at an open meeting of the Lake Scugog Historical 
Society.  
 A slide presentation focusing on Ontario fairs will 
include pictures of the Port Perry Fair.  
 Refreshments will be served.
 Date:  Tuesday, May 12
 Time:  7:30 p.m.
 Location: St. John’s Presbyterian Church,
        319 Queen Street, Port Perry
 Admission:  Non-Members $5

Country Fairs and their history

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

Warranty Available 
Good, reliable certified 

vehicles from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house 
leasing 
available

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059
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Taking Care of

It takes skill, experience and passion and here 
are a group of exceptional business people who 
have that and more to offer.  Please support them 
whenever possible.  Let’s keep our business in and 
around the Scugog area.

TCB
SALUTING EXCEPTIONAL BUSINESS 
LEADERS IN OUR COMMUNITY

sandi yokom

Sandi Yokom has always been an entrepreneur. She 
worked for six years as a legal secretary at which time 
she handled accounting duties. She then spent three 
years as a real estate agent. Sandi later operated a 
deli for two years and then spent 10 years as an ac-
counting clerk. In 2007, she finally decided to merge 
her experience and her skills in interacting with people 
to create her own bookkeeping service. 
With a spotlight on small business bookkeeping, as 
well as computerized payroll, goverment remi tanc-
es, payroll deductions and personal income tax, Sandi 
specializes in providing clients with proper insight 
into RRSP planning. To provide the most convenient 

and affordable service possible, small businesses 
only need to drop off paperwork on a monthly/bi-
monthly basis for Sandi to do the work. 
Take advantage of her convenient work hours; 
Mon. to Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Extended hours during 
tax season.

4 River Street, Seagrave 
905-985-8962  • syokom@wcshighspeed.com

Sandi Yokom
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

bookkeeping services

lauren walker

I am blessed to have a mother who taught me from 
a young age that if you treat your body well, it 
would work long and hard for you. 
Through my studies of holistic nutrition, I am able 
to make positive changes from the inside out and 
my goal is to help other people understand this.
Wellness is not just about looking good. It’s about 
having a balance in your life, which allows you to 
handle everyday stresses. In our world of constant 
change, our priorities get rearranged. Life can all of 
a sudden become about surviving everyday instead 
of enjoying the little things. I have learned that my 
knowledge can influence others to improve their 

life. Through positive changes come positive out-
comes. I want to help educate people as I feel that is 
the critical component people are missing to make 
changes in their lives. I am able to work with any age 
and would love the opportunity to help people find 
balance and clarity in their everyday life. 

16130 Old Simcoe Road, Port Perry
905-985-6944 all fit/all ages (manager)

All-Fit / All-Ages Inc.
Gym and Wellness Centre

kelly olsen amp

So you’re going to buy a home, likely the largest 
purchase you will ever make.  Where will you secure 
financing?  How can you rest assured you’ll find the 
best rate? As your mortgage agent, Kelly Olsen will 
ensure that peace of mind.
There’s a misconception about mortgage agents: 
that matching people and their circumstances with 
financial institutions comes at considerable cost.  In 
fact, Kelly’s is a free service – get paid by the lender, 
not the customer*. 
Kelly specializes in serving first-time buyers. Her 
flexible, 7-day availability works for your schedule.  
If you’re a home buyer, Kelly Olsen shops – among 
familiar financial institutions – to secure on your 

behalf the marketplace’s best rate. If you require 
refinancing or need a home equity line of credit, 
she’ll find a solution which works for you.
Therefore if you want a personalized touch the 
solution is clear: call Kelly Olsen, mortgage agent, 
before you buy or refinance.

278 Union Avenue, Prince Albert
905-985-4716  •  Fx: 905-985-3367

License
#MO8001491

®

TM Fisco #10428

mortgage intelligence

(*some exceptions apply)
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deborah grose

Stressed, most people initially turn 
inward seeking resolution. But some-
times, only an objective professional 
can clear the smoke from those rag-
ing fires.  For seven years, Deborah 
Grose offered stress relief through 
counselling and now three years for 
hypnotherapy and hypnosis.
Divorce, grief, weight gain, retire-
ment, smoking cessation: all sources 
of very real stress. Each represents 
a situation Deborah can counsel you 
through. “Achieving calmness is key”, 
she says. “Hypnotherapy techniques 
empower you with strength to face 
the most stressful situations. You sim-
ply relax.” A calm mind promotes clar-
ity and focus to help you to achieve 
your goal, be it improved efficiency at 
work or perhaps calmness at home. 
Most importantly, you’ll find peace 
within yourself. Given your heart’s de-
sire, what would it be…? 
Stress reduction?  Weight loss? Stop 
smoking?  Release of a phobia? The 
power to overcome these challenges 
lives within each of us.  Deborah simply 
guides that process and, ultimately, 
will celebrate your success with you.

counselling&hypnotherapy

For information or appointment call

DEBORAH K. GROSE
C.HT, Psycho Lingustics Specialist

905-982-0163

judi weedmark

Experience counts, particularly where 
the variables created by “market 
forces” are in play.  You need some-
one with experience – a person who 
understands from experience how 
those variables impact the local mar-
ket – to guide you through potential 
landmines.  
Judi Weedmark offers a total of 35 
years’ experience in finance includ-
ing 28 years as a bank manager, and 
has put her considerable expertise to 
work as a mortgage agent.
Judi offers you, her client, personal 
in-home service. She prides herself 
on flexibility: she’s available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week to accommodate 
your active schedule.  Day or night, 
she’s ready to serve as your agent, ob-
jectively selecting the best fit among 
more than 40 public and private lend-
ers.  Judi will find you the best rate and 
secure for you the quickest approval.  
When you want professional, conve-
nient, and speedy service for your 
mortgage, remember Judi Weedmark.  
Before you know it, you’ll be enjoying 
your new home!

mortgage agent

905-243-5834 • Fx: 905-982-1826
judi.weedmark@sympatico.ca

Judi Weedmark
MORTGAGE  AGENT

Steve Gajewski

When it comes to insurance, people 
need a name they can trust.  Each 
client needs to feel faith that he or 
she has found an expert in that field: 
the best service, with the best cover-
age, for the best price.  Insurance is 
complex – expertise and experience 
truly count.
Taylor Forder provides exactly that 
kind of feeling of security to each of 
their clients. The company, after all, 
has prospered in Port Perry for 30 
years. That’s 30 years of customer 
satisfaction! They are experts in 
all lines of general insurance: auto, 
home, business, recreational vehicles. 
Their doors are open to your visit 
Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00.  Or, you can 
obtain a quote online if you prefer.
You’re dealing with real people, resi-
dents of your community, at Taylor 
Forder. They think “local” because 
they are “local,” involving themselves 
beyond the workplace in community 
and sporting events and the hospital.  
Whatever your insurance require-
ments, you can trust Taylor Forder, 
your hometown favourite.

taylor forder

169 North Street, Port Perry
905-985-8416

www.taylorforder.com

karen staniland

What do you do with your children’s clothes and toys 
once they’ve grown out of them? After all many of 
them finish their initial use in good condition with 
lots of play and life left in them.
Your idea solution is also the “greenest”– The Kid’s 
Cupboard. As of June 1st they will be moving next 
door into the former Henshalls storefront in down-
town Port Perry. The Kid’s Cupboard offers ladies 
and children’s clothing, toys and baby gear on con-
signment and new Melissa & Doug toys. As your 
family grows, you will be able to reduce, reuse and 
recycle!
Karen was a frequent consignment store shopper 

for her own two children and recognized the green-
value, as well as the savings it would offer to grow-
ing families. And its been going strong now for 3 
1/2 years.
Open Monday-Saturday, 10:00-5:00, Sundays and 
holidays Mondays noon-5:00.

239 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-7707

The Kid’s Cupboard

The Kid’s Cupboard
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darren stephens & liz auston 

The Port Perry Villa is a long-time 
neighbourhood friend and retirement 
community known for excellence in
retirement living and welcoming small-
town warmth. The folks at the ‘Villa’
are thrilled to expand on that warm 
and friendly reputation as the doors 
to the new Port Perry Villa open 
in 2009.  General Manager Darren 
Stephens and Marketing Manager 
Liz Auston welcome visitors to the 
Port Perry Villa Presentation Centre 
weekdays from 9am to 5pm, for in-
formation and a ‘pre-tour’ of  the 
new building.  Appointments are avail-
able evenings and weekends by pre-
arrangement.  
The Port Perry Villa has an active 
presence in the community, spon-
soring youth groups and community 
theatre in addition to hosting the 
“Swingin’ Summer” concerts Wednes-
day evenings at Palmer Park.  
The Villa is growing to better serve the 
needs of the community, hence their 
tagline…“Life’s better at the Villa!”

Presentation Centre: 26 Water St.,
Port Perry  •  905-985-2002

www.portperryvilla.com

port perry villa

dianne hooker

Growing up on a farm, Dianne Hooker 
developed a deep understanding of 
rural property at a young age. Working 
for a large builder and later with On-
tario Housing, she absorbed many key 
aspects of the housing market. Over 
the past 20 years, she has put those 
experiences to use for her clients 
and has been a consistent Ultimate 
Service and National multi award win-
ning agent for Coldwell Banker RMR
in Port Perry. Dianne is proud of her 
roots in Scugog, where she and her 
husband have lived for 33 years rais-
ing two now-grown children. 
What can you expect from Dianne? 
Integrity, honesty, experience in all as-
pects of real estate, attention to de-
tail and personalized customer service 
– the “people” element of a successful 
agent’s makeup. Dianne, a respected 
and hard working agent, brings to your 
transaction another key characteristic –
persistence to get the job done. Her 
task is only complete after she’s 
achieved her ultimate goal – in her 
own words, “to help my clients fi nd 
their dream home”.

coldwell banker

1894 Scugog Street,
(Port Perry Plaza)  Port Perry

905-985-9777 • www.cbrmr.com

R.M.R.
REAL  ESTATE 
BROKERAGE

anita van zeeland fta

first financial centre

The language of accounting is unique, and when 
you’re dealing with governments and taxation, only 
the fi nest grammar is acceptable.  
Proper accounting can be intimidating for small busi-
nesses.  Many turn to a professional like Anita Van 
Zeeland. It’s been fi ve years since Anita, tired of 
commuting, formed First Financial Centre, along 
with Tom Rowett and Karsten Doose, in Port Perry.  
Her strong knowledge of tax strategies and account-
ing helped establish small businesses and corpora-
tions maximize returns, and she assisted them when 
needed through audits. She also demonstrated an 
affi nity for helping new entrepreneurs create busi-
ness plans and budgets, and successfully navigate the 

labyrinth of government tax regulations. But beyond 
technical skill, Anita brought a “hometown” attitude 
to First Financial.  Her posted hours are weekdays, 
9:00 am to 4:30 pm, but she works around clients’ 
schedules, booking evening appointments. First 
Financial Centre offers “one-stop shopping” for 
businesses fi nancial needs – taxes, accounting, insur-
ances, mortgages, investments – and she and her 
staff operate on a “small town, fi rst name” basis.

36 Water Street, Port Perry

sherry stanton

To grow up healthy, children need active 
bodies as well as active minds.  “Fun and 
fi tness” are the goals for kids of all ages 
at Port Perry’s Kanga Jax Gymnastics 
Club & Play Centre.  But their programs 
extend beyond the small fry!  Adults can 
come just to relax, or workout while the 
children enjoy their programs. “A place 
like Kanga Jax has been my dream since 
I was 15,” owner Sherry confesses.  “As a 
mom of three myself, I believe I under-
stand what parents look for in a facility 
such as this.” 
Kanga Jax opens for fun and fi tness sev-
en days a week: Mon.-Thurs., 9-7, Fri 9-1, 
Saturdays and Sundays 9-12. They also 
host private parties, weekends 12-6 pm.
As they celebrate their fi rst anniversary 
this month, Kanga Jax is now reserving 
spots for its summertime programs.  Kids, 
teens and adults can enjoy Jujitsu, Music 
for Young Children, Summer Gym and 
Dance, Summer Cheerleading “boot 
camp,” and Highland Dance.
Kanga Jax makes your kiddos hoppy! 
NEW! School Prep Program. 
Call today for details.

16050 Old Simcoe Rd., Unit 7 & 8
Port Perry  •  905-985-1555

fun@kangajax.com
www.kangajax.com

kanga jax

CLUBCLUB
AND PLAY CENTREAND PLAY CENTRE
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ron weatherhead &
kim blakley-weatherhead

The successful real estate agent must 
be a sound business person.  But he 
or she must fi rst be a caring people 
person. That’s the guiding philoso-
phy of Ron Weatherhead, Broker, and 
Kim Blakley-Weatherhead, Sales Rep-
resentative, at Royal LePage Frank 
Real Estate in Port Perry.  
As a member of the Royal LePage 
network, Kim and Ron’s offi ce repre-
sents a company with a long-stand-
ing, solid reputation in the real estate 
marketplace, a “recognized brand.”  
Buying and selling your home repre-
sent major decisions.  To manage that 
process – bringing together buyers 
and sellers, satisfying all parties – you 
need seasoned professionals who 
think “people fi rst.” Husband and wife 
team Ron and Kim offer a total of 30+ 
years’ experience in the real estate 
business.  As full-time realtors, they’re 
always accessible to you, their most im-
portant client. And they’re constantly 
working in your best interest, putting 
your needs fi rst.  As their slogan says, 
“Helping you is what we do.” 

royal lepage frank real estate

34 Water Street, Port Perry
905-985-9898 or direct 905-260-4546
kblakley@sympatico.ca
www.durhamhomesandbeyond.com

FRANK Real Estate
Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

Mike Dunn DD

Nothing brightens a room like your 
beautiful smile.  Denturist Mike Dunn’s 
Port Perry Denture Clinic ensures 
you’ll always be beaming. Mike’s father, 
Edward, opened an Oshawa-based clin-
ic in 1971. Mike became involved at an 
early age, and for the past 13 years, 
he’s maintained that family tradition 
by opening his own clinic in Port Perry.  
In his words, “I always liked Scugog and 
wanted to service the area.” 
A professional like Mike fabricates 
dentures – all work is performed 
onsite – and he is licensed to work 
directly with the public.  Without a re-
ferral, visit 8:30-5:00, Monday-Friday.  
House calls, hospital, nursing home 
visits also offered.
The Port Perry Denture Clinic improves 
and repairs full and partial dentures 
and implants complete your smile, 
while tooth whitening encourages you 
to show it off. They repair and reline 
existing work. For athletes, a mouth-
guard will safeguard beautiful teeth.
For all your denture needs, visit Mike 
Dunn. You will leave with a satisfi ed 
smile!

 Port Perry Denture Clinic

6 High Street, Unit 4, Port Perry
905-985-8028

Port Perry
 Denture Clinic

erika buckley BSc, ND

Modern society values “natural” solutions: witness 
the recent explosion of “green” products. Medical 
care meets “green” in the hands of a Naturopathic 
Doctor like Erika Buckley, who practices at Your Health 
Chiropractic in Port Perry.
Recognizing the connection between health and life-
style, and aspiring to a career in the medical fi eld, Erika 
found a perfect fi t in the study of naturopathic medi-
cine.  Where conventional medical practitioners often 
opt for pharmaceutical solutions, Erika’s naturopathic 
approach is to fi rst listen to patients to understand 
their goals and concerns.  As a Naturopathic Doctor – a 
licensed health-care professional – she implements nat-
ural health therapies using the healing power of nature.

Erika is passionate about the curative powers of water, 
one of nature’s most potent forces.  This summer she’ll 
expand her knowledge of its treatment potential with a 
hydrotherapy course in Germany.
Erika’s website will help to explain naturopathic philoso-
phies and treatments.  Appointments are available
                    Wednesday 10:00-6:00, Friday 9:00-12:00.

your health chiropractic

905-985-3624
104-175 North Street

Port Perry
www.aquavitalis.ca

erikabuckleynd@aquavitalis.ca

sheri freeman

People crave personal service. Satisfi ed 
clients have come to expect that kind 
of personalized interaction with Sheri 
Freeman, Mortgage Specialist at the 
Royal Bank, Port Perry. Sheri prides 
herself on her excellent customer ser-
vice and easy-going manner. She’s gath-
ered a wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence over 22 years with the RBC. 
The term “mortgage fi nancing” wears 
a number of faces. You may be a fi rst-
time buyer or looking to move up to a 
larger home. Perhaps you need to re-
fi nance, or to consolidate high-interest 
credit card debt into your mortgage 
or switch your mortgage to RBC for 
free* (some conditions apply). For any 
of these services, you can rely on Sheri 
Freeman for personal attention. Visit 
her website for useful homebuyer tips. 
Electronic communications have in-
creased the effi ciency of mortgage 
service. Approvals can now be communi-
cated by phone, fax, email, or in-person.  
Whether you prefer online shopping or 
in-person service for mortgages, the 
person to contact is Sheri Freeman.

210 Queen Street, 
Port Perry  •  905-985-0404

sheri.freeman@rbc.com
www.mortgages.rbcroyalbank.com/

sheri.freeman

royal bank
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 Scugog Township offers some 
wonderful venues for sports - such as 
picturesque lakeside baseball diamonds 
and tennis courts, a fantastic two-pad 
arena and very busy curling rink facility.
 Many local residents enjoy the 
winter sport of curling on a regular basis 
and one such person is Carol Jackson of 
Port Perry, who has been curling for the 
past 30 years.
 Carol has just come off a very 
impressive and winning season and sat 
down with Focus on Scugog to reminisce 
about her curling career.
 “While at Durham College, in 1979, 
one of my classmates made a presenta-
tion on curling and I was intrigued,” 
Carol said. She was nearing the end of 
her degree in sports administration and 
decided curling was a sport she would 
like to pursue.
 “My mother was a curler, and sug-
gested I join the Port Perry Curling Club, 
a club to which she also belonged.”
 In 1980 Carol married Dave Jackson, 
of Mother Jackson’s (who can ever forget 

those butter tarts) only to learn 
that her new mother-in-law was 
also an avid curler. She began 
her curling in the business 
ladies league, she soon moved 
to the day ladies league.
 “My mother in-law (Mar-
jorie Jackson) mentioned to fel-
low curler Laurel Griffen, that I 
would be interested in curling 
competitively. And that is how 
I got started.”
 For those of us who are not 
curlers here are a few of the 
facts, which will help you un-
derstand the game. Each team consists of 
four players - a skip, a vice, a second and 
a lead. The big heavy thing they throw is 
a ‘rock’ and the things they use to direct 
the ‘rock’ are called brooms (although 
they look more like Swiffers). 
 The Ontario Curling Associa-
tion (OCA) offers many competitions 
throughout the year for anyone interest-
ed. The province, is split into 16 zones,
(excluding the far north).

 

When participating in OCA events two 
winners from each zone competition 
advance to one of four regional compe-
titions. Two winners from each of the 
four Regional competitions advance to a 
Provincial final.
 In 2003 Carol won her first provincial 
competition. Along with Kelly Evans as 
skip, Andrea Lamb, second, and Heather 
Burnside, lead, the foursome won the 
OCA Provincial “Trophy” competition. 
“We were all extremely proud,” Carol 
said as she smiled.
 In 2006, Carol entered a team from 
Port Perry, Liz Winters, Louise Haugen 
and Lynda Powell in the OCA “Senior 
Ladies” competition that made it to the 
Provincial finals.
 In 2007, she was on the Senior Ladies 
team from Brampton and made it to 
the provincials finals. She also skipped 
a team out of the Guelph Curling Club 
that won the OCA Provincial “Interme-
diate” title that year.
 Winning became second nature for 
Carol, but she was extremely proud this 
year qualifying for four Provincials. Her 
first was with a team from Port Perry, 
consisting of herself, Gretchen Cornish, 

Passion
Curlingfor

 Carol Jackson, skip, is seen here at right, with teammates Lara Davis-Cook, second, Karyn 
Issler and Becky Philpott, lead, after winning the Provincial Championship this year.

Port Perry’s Carol Jackson with banner.
Photo by Jonathan van Bilsen

Pleast turn to page 47



Land of the Tudors
   One of the most fascinating places on 
earth is England, a country so immersed 
in history you can travel in time simply by 
visiting it. There are many locales within the 
country, each of which offers a unique blend 
of customs, people and character.

 My favourite spot in England is, without a doubt, Surrey, 
around the Croydon area. It is one of the few places in the 
country, in fact in the world, where I would recommend renting 
a car, as there is so much to see and the distances are very 
short. Croydon itself is only 2 hours from London, but when you 
arrive, it is like stepping back into the land of the Tudors.
 Seldom do I recommend places to stay, as I believe needs 
and budget should determine accommodations. In this case, 
however, I must break the rule and recommend Sels-
don Park, a castle-like manor house built in the 900’s. 
The newly renovated property offers modern amenities 
while maintaining all of the charm of medieval England.
 The service is excellent, but that is not why I would 
recommend it. When you walk through one of the many 
narrow hallways and enter the medieval style rooms 
and dining areas it is like being at the court of Henry 
the VIII. In fact, Selsdon Park is only 20 minutes from 
the family home of Anne Boleyn and many a night, 
King Henry slept there while visiting the Boleyn family.
 Shortly after I arrived, I went for a walk upon the 
200 acres of rolling hills. I stopped under a shade tree, 
which was partially fenced off. I was careful not to 
walk on the lawn, which I assumed had been recently 
seeded, hence the fence. I was no sooner relaxing in 
the shade, leaning against the tree when a uniformed 
man came running toward me.
 I looked around to see if anyone else was 
nearby, but alas, he was after me. Confused I stood 
as he approached. He explained that Queen Eliza-
beth I had planted the tree I was leaning against 
during one of her stays and he kindly asked me not to touch it. 
He wondered if I had not noticed the fence.
 I apologized and followed him back to the main building. I 
looked back at the 400-year-old cedar and questioned if any of 
the trees in Palmer Park had been standing that long. The man 
offered me a chair on the patio and arranged for me to enjoy a 
Pimm’s, compliments of the hotel.
 For those of you not familiar with Pimm’s, as I certainly was 
not, it is a drink made of gin, ginger ale and several fruits and 
herbs. It is extremely refreshing and can be sipped like fruit 
punch… until you suddenly stand up after two or three and real-
ize maybe you should sit quietly for a bit.
 While in Surrey I drove to Hever Castle, the family home 

of Anne Boleyn, and spent a day reliving the history, which 
sprang to life, as I walked through the 800-year-old building. 

It was quite amazing to stand in a room where one of England’s 
most famous king and queen spent many a time.
 Another fantastic highlight of Surrey is the pub scene. I 
stopped for lunch in a quaint stone building, only to learn it 
had been a pub for more than 500 years. The owner told me 
how the day before I was there, a woman in her early nineties 
walked in and said she had worked there when she was a girl 
of twenty. She looked and told him nothing had changed. When 
she removed one of the pictures from the wall there was a ring 
of dust half a centimetre thick and a totally different wall colour.
 I spent very little time in the city of Croydon, as unfortu-

nately, it is not near as pretty as one would expect in the centre 
of the lush countryside of Surry. Like most cities, it has grown 
without proper planning and made me appreciate how Port 
Perry has maintained its charm amid expansion.
 I also ventured to Salisbury Cathedral, a ninety minute 
drive, where I stood face to face with one of the four remaining 
copies of the Magna Carta, written 800 years ago. The cathe-
dral is spectacular and should not be missed. Fifteen minutes 
further lies one of Britain’s most famous attractions, the stand-
ing rocks of Stonehenge, but that is another story.

Surrey. It is only 7 hours of travelling, but will take you centuries 
into the past.

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL, SURREY, ENGLAND

48  FOCUS - MAY 2009   



FOCUS - MAY 2009  49   

Allyson Rowe and Shawna Cornish, in the OCA “Best Western 
Challenge”.
 The second provincial was the OCA “Senior Ladies” Pro-
vincial with a team from the Leaside C.C. in Toronto.
 Most people would be satisfied with this achievement, but 
Carol played in two more provincial competitions during the 
same year. Her team won the ‘Ladies Intermediate’ and ‘The 
Trophy” provincial championships.
 Carol and her teammates from the Guelph Curling Club,  
Laura Davis-Cook, Karyn Issler, Nancy Woods and Becky Phil-
pott won both the OCA “Intermediate” and “Trophy” Provin-
cial competitions back-to-back this season.
 “My husband is extremely supportive of my curling,” 
Carol explained.
 During the off-season, Carol enjoys time with her family 

and the odd game of golf. 
 Both her sons, now 
hockey enthusiasts, curled in 
their younger years when the 
Little Rock curling program 
was initiated more than 15 
years ago.
 Carol can hardly wait 
for the next curling season to 
begin and especially enjoys 
playing in Port Perry where 
she and Carol Strachan started 
a ‘Skills and Drills’ strategy 
program to help ladies im-
prove their curling ability.

 Congratulations Carol on an excellent curling career and 
the many wins you have achieved. All of Port Perry looks 
forward to many more.

Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 45

Canoe  the Nonquon was created by the Lake 
Scugog Historical Society in 1969 as an annual 
event to raise money for the Scugog Shores 
Museum. Organized and run primarily by local
volunteers, the event has raised over $220,000. 
It is one of the largest and oldest races of it’s 
kind in Ontario.

Registration at the Latcham Centre
Friday, June 5,  6 - 9 pm

Saturday, June 6,   6 - 9 am
First boats in the water

Saturday morning at 7 am.

Registration $40/canoe or kayak.
All participants encouraged to seek additional 

sponsorship. Prizes will be awarded to 
those who raise the most money.

For more information:
skelly@scugog.ca or call 905-985-3589

41st Annual Canoe the Nonquon
Saturday, June 6, 2009

www.scugogshoresmuseum.com

131 North Port Rd., 
Port Perry

905.985.8707

Business of Art Workshop
 Scugog Council for the Arts and Meta4 Gallery present 
The Business of Art with Andrew Hamilton Saturday, May 9, 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The class will be held at Meta4 Gallery, Port 
Perry. Advance registration and payment (cash or cheque 
only) required. Cost for SCA members is $50, non-members 
$60, with lunch included. Registration forms are available at 
www.scugogarts.ca or at the Scugog Business Centre, Unit G3, 
181 Perry St., 905 985-4971.

Instant Tax Refund

905-985-5700
14500 Simcoe St., Unit 12, Port Perry  

Business
Tax Filing 
Deadline
June 15th

Photocopying & Faxing Services Available

“TM owned by JTH Tax, Inc., used under license” 99-334

Over 21 Years Experience 
Designing Dream Kitchens.

Kitchens For All Budgets.
Silestone & Granite

Countertops
Drop In For Your 

Free Design Appointment
48 Water St., Port Perry

905-985-3767
www.green-apple.ca



Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

50  FOCUS - MAY 2009   

Join Lumiere, Cogsworth, Mrs. Potts and 
Chip as they nurture the relationship be-
tween the Beast and Belle. 
Enjoy classics like Be Our Guest, Beauty 
and the Beast and Gaston, this heart-
warming tale is surely what your summer 
is missing! Directed by Carey Nicholson, 
with musical direction by Carol Salamone.

Dates: July 2 - 4, 9-11, 16-18 at 8 p.m.
Matinee: July 5 & 12 at 2 p.m.
Location: Town Hall 1873, Port Perry
Tickets: $20 each - available at  Meta4 Craft Gallery,  
Port Perry or by calling 905-985-2435 or 1-888-985-2435

Cadenza Productions presents 

Beauty & The Beast

   The annual canoe race down the 
Nonquon River and into Lake Scugog. Novice and professional 
canoeists can enter recreational and competitive categories. 
  Registration takes place at the Latcham Centre on Friday, June 
5 from 6:00 - 9:00 pm and Saturday, June 6 from 6:00 - 9:00 am. 

Dates: Saturday, June 6
Start: 7:00 a.m. sharp
Registration: Latcham Centre, Port Perry
Fee: $40 per canoe or kayak
Information: email: skelly@scugog.ca

    CANOE    

NONQUON

the41st

Join Peter Wokral, chairman of the Heritage Scugog 
Committee, on the 125th anniversary of the July 3, 

the look of the downtown business area.

Heritage Walking Tour

Date: Friday, July 3 - 7:00 p.m.
Starting at:
                181 Perry St., Port Perry

GREASE is set in 1959 at the 

California. The show is a 50’s 
style musical that focuses on the 
romance between Danny and 
Sandy, two teens from different 
worlds. Same great characters, 

same memorable songs as the original, such as “Summer 
Nights”, “Freddy My Love”, “Greased Lightnin”, “Born to Hand 
Jive”, “Look at Me I’m Sandra Dee”, “We Go Together” ...and 
more! For more information, visit www.choraldelites.ca

Dates: May 22, 23, 29, 30, 31 at 7:30 p.m.
Matinee: May 23 & 30 at 2:00 p.m.
Location: Town Hall 1873, Port Perry
Tickets: $16 each available at Meta4 Craft Gallery
              Call 905-985-1534 or info@meta4gallery.ca

Join the excitement at the 5th An-
nual Dragon Flies Dragon Boat 
Festival - the festival is expect-

ing 1,400+ paddlers to partici-
pate in the Dragon Boat Races 

on Lake Scugog in Port Perry on 
June 20th. The Dragon Flies (breast 

cancer survivors) started and continue to or-
ganize this festival in an effort to promote breast 

cancer awareness, provide resources to support 
local programs and raise funds for local hospitals.

Dragon Boat Festival

Date: Saturday, June 20
Location: Palmer Park, Port Perry

M A G N E T I C   E Y E W E A R



With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1917.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

For one low monthly rate you get:
• 140 + Channels including On Demand
• Lite High-Speed Internet
• Home Phone Service with Voicemail,  
   Call Display & Call Waiting
• No Hidden Fees
• No Contracts

905.985.8171 • www.compton.net

WATCH, TALK & SURF
TV, PHONE, INTERNET 

PACKAGE
$9479

per month
+ Applicable 
taxes

$9804
per month

+ Applicable
taxes

PPPrint has invested in the latest technology from 
Xerox to improve our service to our customers.
The mini Digital Press produces exceptional image 
quality – the images will jump off the page.
You will be amazed!

1974-2009

201 North St.
Port Perry, ON

T. 905-985-9755
F.  905.985.0687

production@ppprint.ca
www.ppprint.ca

Let us produce your business cards, brochures, 
newsletters, manuals and more with the latest 
technology.

Come in through the month of May and if your 
printing job is done on our new Press, you will 
save 10%.

New to PPPrint –
the Xerox 700
Digital Colour Press

For all your printing and promotional 
needs, come visit the staff at PPPrint.

(*some exceptions may apply)*



MULTI-DAY TOURSMULTI-DAY TOURS

4 DAYS A WEEK!
with pick ups in 
Pickering ~ Ajax 

Oshawa
Port Perry

DAY TRIPPIN’

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

May 21 St. Jacobs Country
May 23  Boulevard Mall, Buffalo NY Shopping
May 25 Castle Grounds & Jackpot Sounds
May 28 Geritol Follies - Hamilton
June 4 The Walters Family in Concert
June 9 Caledonia & Port Dover
June 20 Eastern Hills, Buffalo, NY Shopping
June 22 Cruise & Play in Toronto
June 24 “Me and My Girl” - St. Jacobs

June 30  “Rock ‘n Roll Drive In” - 
Port Hope Theatre

July 6 Cruise & Play in Ottawa!!
July 8  Let’s Go Cruising!! - 

Penetanguishene
July 14 “On Golden Pond” - Stirling Theatre
July 20 Ostrich Treats & Winning Streaks
July 23 St. Jacobs Countryside
July 29 “Jersey Boys” - Toronto

  MACKINAC ISLAND LILAC FESTIVAL
 4 Days  ~ June 12-15, 2009 Only $685.00 p.p.

GETAWAY TO THE 1000 ISLANDS
 2 Days  ~ June 24-25, 2009 Only $310.00 p.p.

DANIEL O’DONNELL IN ALBANY, NY
 3 Days  ~ Aug. 9-11, 2009 Only $675.00 p.p.

THE BEST OF CHICAGO
 5 Days  ~ Aug. 18-22, 2009 Only $1265.00 p.p.

“The Sound of Music” Princess of Wales Theatre, Toronto
May 20, 2009

WE HAVE ARRIVED IN 
PORT PERRY!

The Dental Centres are offering a 
FREE professional teeth whitening 

system valued at $350.00*

CALL TO BOOK YOUR 
APPOINTMENT.

“Your Confi dent Smile 
is Our Goal.”

15930 Old Simcoe Road
Port Perry

905-985-7777
www.thedentalcentre.ca

*upon completion of  a complete new patient exam – xrays, professional cleaning and 
enrollment into our continuing care program. 

We use the Opalescence whitening system.  This offer expires May 30, 2009.

TORONTO STREET

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

STOUFFVILLE

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

SUNDERLAND

26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161

Other locations 
to serve you:
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905-985-8451

238 Queen St., 
Downtown Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE

Front:  Diane, Jill, Dr. Hardy, Dr. Cottrell, Collette, Judy B.
2nd Row:  Cheryl, Leslie, Michelle C., Mini, Barbara, Stephanie, Carly, Judy C.
3rd Row:  Sandra, Sheila, Kimberlee, Angela, Shona, Shelley, Dr. Banfield
Back:  Paige, Kate, Brenna, Terry, Michelle A., Dr. Gales, Dr. Isenberg, Selena, Michelle C-G 

Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr. C. Banfield

Dr.  J. Hardy 
Dr.  J. Isenberg 

Dr.  Edward King 
Orthodontist
Dr.  Thomas McIntyre 
Periodontist

Dr.  G. Gales

Meet Our Entire Staff
     

HOCKEY

WE    DAD
Photo Name Mats

$19.99

Ceramic Travel Mugs
$19.99
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 “There’s been that attitude (tension) with Oshawa ever since I came to town. The big  
city versus farm country - the attitude that we’re lucky if we get anything right. How much is 
cost-cutting because it’s expensive to run multiple sites and how much is leftover attitude?”

UNNAMED PORT PERRY PHYSICIAN
Comments made last month in a Scugog Standard article about the elimination of four

department heads at Lakeridge Health, Port Perry, eliminating decision making at the local hospital.

Cover Picture
   The Dragon Flies, a team 
of rowers consisting of breast 
cancer survivors, lined up to 
help promote the upcoming 
Dragon Boat Races this month 
on Lake Scugog. Back row, 
left, Gail Payne, Gail Kivisaari, 
Barb Jones. Centre left, Mar-

Nancy Hanna, Front left, Lorie 
Wires and Bev Burnett.

Photo Jonathan van Bilsen
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Dear Editor
 We have recently lost our beloved pet, Bentley, a wonder-
ful little Lhasa Apso. For ten years Bentley was an important 
part of our family and we miss him dearly.
 We would like to thank the staff of Scugog Animal Hos-
pital for all they did over these last difficult months in an 
attempt to make Bentley comfortable. The quality of the care 
they gave him was equalled only by their warm and expert 
approach.
 We must never forget to thank our veterinarians and their 
staff for all they do. These are the people who take such good 
care of our pets... and their owners.
 Sincerely,
 Marc, Michael and 

Mary Ann Versage
 60 Ottawa St.
 Port Perry

Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Veterinarians thanked for care of family pet

Dear Peter
 I  have just experienced the most exciting thing on your 
website: focusonscugog.com - which I never knew existed.
 On the first page it shows the train we used to refer to as 
the old “Nip & Tuck”.  It also states that the last excursion 
of the train was 70 years ago and guess what - I WAS ON IT 
FOR THIS LAST EXCURSION !!!
 I remember it very vividly. It was the most exciting thing 
that had happened to me up to that point in my life - I was 
ten years old. Everybody from school travelled to Toronto 
to see the King and Queen (George 6th and Queen Elizabeth 
- the present queen’s Mother). 
 I have been overwhelmed for the last half hour. I remem-
ber sitting on someone’s shoulder to get a good look and 
was overcome by the beauty of the “young” queen and her 
handsome husband. I never forgot the exact place where we 
watched the spectacle. It was at the CNE grounds  on the 
lakeshore right where my friends and I did the water ski 
show at the exhibition many, many years later.
  I just can’t believe I was on such a sentimental trip. 
What a wonderful nostalgic memory. 
 I still have some contact with some old, but not forgot-
ten Port Perry friends, from high school days such as Gord 
Goode, Ted Griffen, Wes Jackson, Marylin (Griffen) Hillier, 
Doug Hillier and Norm Aldred who I was buddies with at 
one time. I am sure they will get a kick out of my comments. 
They were great days of innocence (mixed with a little “hel-
lery”). 
 Again, many thanks.

Best regards
Jim Hood

Youngstown, NY

Former resident recalls ‘the last train’
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 What inspires a person to dedicate 
her life to helping others? A complex 
question, but Heather Haliburton-Smith 
easily identifies her initial inspirations.
 “I was close with my great-grand-
mother as a girl. Seniors teach you 
everything: how special people are, how 
to appreciate life. She died, at 99, when 
I was only 13. By then she’d made a 
profound impact on me.”
 During the same period of her life, 
Heather gained insight from a series 
of experiences with young people. Her 
father, superintendent of North York’s 
schools, took her to visit disabled chil-
dren in their classrooms, supplement-
ing the experience with summertime 
volunteer work.
 Heather flourished. She provided 
non-medical care: physical and motiva-
tional support, reading to groups, help-
ing individuals speak through “Bliss” 
symbols, a form of non-verbal commu-
nication for those unable to talk aloud.

 “When I finished high school, I 
wanted to be ‘teacher’ for those kids,” 
Heather remembers. “But the univer-
sity discouraged teaching careers, so I 
switched schools and focus.”
 She graduated as a Geriatric Activi-
ties Coordinator.  The concept was trail-
blazing in the mid-1970s and Heather 
found herself on the ground floor.
 “People new to institutional liv-
ing often need help adapting to their 
environment, to carry on life as they’d 
known it. We helped with that transi-
tion, encouraged everyone to participate 
in the community, and organized onsite 
activities.”
 Her success at one location led to a 
position overseeing similar programs 
throughout Ontario.
 “The Nursing Home Association 
taught and inspected the staff at homes, 
as well as offering accreditation for their 
Activity Departments. We administered 
all non-nursing issues.”

 With Devon’s arrival, Heather set 
aside her career, but not her enthusiasm 
for helping others.  
 Born with congenital hydrocephalus 
– a condition which affected multiple 
aspects of his development – Heather 
ensured Devon’s integration into the 
community right from birth.  He got an 
early grounding in the satisfactions of 
volunteer work, often accompanying 
Heather, even as a baby.
 Heather dove into multiple volun-
teer assignments – almost too numerous 
to list, but all deserving mention.   
 She founded the Therapeutic Rid-
ing Association for Challenged Kids.  
She became the North Durham Region 
Community Advisor to the Ministry of 
Community & Social Services for their 
“Special Services at Home” Program. 
     She coordinated the North Durham 
Family Network’s support program for 
persons raising a family with special 

 Heather Haliburton-Smith points toward the photograph taken shortly after her nomina-
tion for the Mayor’s Honour Roll.
  “It should’ve been all of us in that picture, our whole family,” she says, sending a serious 
look across the table. “My son, Devon, my husband, Bob, and me – we’re a team.”
      Numerous adjectives might characterize Heather’s extensive resume of volunteer work in 

the Scugog area which earned the 2009 award: selfless, devoted, unassuming. Certainly any 
or all of those would fit.  
      Yet there’s an obvious measure of truth in Heather’s statement. In fact, Devon and 
Bob are absent during our time together, fulfilling a volunteer mission. Devon gives his 
time daily, mornings at Canadian Tire, later delivering mail to downtown stores, Bob 
accompanying the young man. As a threesome, they’ve been active in a long list of local 
charity events: Dragon Boats, a long-running annual yard sale for Sick Children’s Hospi-
tal, naming only a couple.
         In her humility, Heather’s a reluctant interview subject, easy to talk to but equally 
anxious to deflect the spotlight.
      “By putting (my profile) in print, I’ve done my job if it encourages the com-

munity and its citizens to participate and volunteer,” she sighs, demonstrating that 
continued reluctance.  She pauses momentarily while gathering thoughts, then 

adds: “And please, make it clear that this award was a family affair.”
      Point taken.
     Heather’s story is remarkable on two levels. As a very young woman, events 
and circumstances inspired her which continue to resonate in the present.  
       The story she is more anxious to tell – her more recent work with son and 
husband alongside – is just as rich and textured. Both might merit consider-
ation for Honour Roll recognition, so who should rightly be in that picture?  
      The story follows, the decision is yours...

Heather Haliburton-Smith
MAYOR’S HONOUR ROLL

Please turn to page 4

A family affair
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needs at home; served on the board of the Associa-
tion of Community Living in Durham; was a member 
of the Port Perry Community Nursing Home’s 
steering committee in its “Needs Study for Increased 
Beds”; represented the area with the Durham District 
School Board on its Special Education Advisory 
Committee; sat as an Advisory Committee member, 
developing the “Making Services Work for People” 
document, eventually participating in the implemen-
tation of its plan for persons with developmental 
disabilities.
      Heather became, and continues as, Chair of the 
Scugog Community Seniors’ Christmas Dinner; 
volunteers at the local Santa Claus Parade, Canada 
Day and Festival Days celebrations; and has served 
on the Rotary Club of Port Perry as its President and 
as a member of its executive.
       Her involvement with the Rotary Club of Port 
Perry – led to a number of spinoff projects. In the 
early 1980s, she organized “Aquarama,” a popular 
August waterfront event at Palmer Park in support 
of Rotary’s Children’s Charities. 
       One role at Aquarama showed off a new talent. 
“I don’t think of myself as a public speaker, but put 
a microphone in my hand and I just ‘go,’” she says.
 Her flair for event announcing proved 
handy at the “Dragonflies Dragon Boat Race Fes-

tival,” which she helped coordinate as part of her 
Rotary work.  
 In the late 90s, she and Bob proved how big things 
can grow from humble beginnings.

 “With another couple, we organized a yard sale in sup-
port of the Port Perry Hospital for Sick Children. It started out 
on our front lawn, and grew to the point where we held it at 
the Fairgrounds. We raised over $60,000 during the five years 
we ran it, $18,000 in the final year alone.”
 In 1998, she was recognized as “Citizen of the Year” at the 
Annual Chamber of Commerce Canada Day celebration.  
 Then earlier this year she was nominated to the Mayor’s 
Honour Roll. As Mayor Pearce herself wrote: “How I missed 
recognizing this volunteer for so long is a mystery to me.”
 Heather was characteristically reserved about the award, 
saying only that she was “humbled” by the honour.
 Later this month, Heather will return behind the micro-
phone at the Dragon Boat Race. Devon and Bob will help to 
man the parking lot. As a family, they continue to contribute 

unselfishly to the community 
through volunteer work.  
 Perhaps you could call 
Heather the “ringleader,” 
thanks to her extensive expe-
rience and unflagging drive, 
but all three participate. From 
an early age, she adopted a 
simple philosophy which her 
entire family now embraces.
 “People need to look after 
people. That’s what makes 
the world go ‘round.”

Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 3

 Heather, right, insists on sharing the Mayor’s Honour Roll award she received 
earlier this year with her husband Bob, left, and son Devon. “We’re a team. It should 
have been all of us up there” she says proudly.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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Changing

Children’s playground located at the lakefront in Palmer Park

 s we make our way into the early months of sum-
mer, it’s gratifying to see that most Port Perry 

and Scugog businesses seem to have survived that 
awful “R” word and despite the harsh economic conditions 
continue to provide their valuable services to the community.
 Overall there appears to be a positive mood among local 
retailers, although there have been some recent casualties. 
Closing its doors in the past few weeks was Reflect Day Spa at 
112 Water St. leaving a large space vacant.
 But there’s far more positive action throughout the busi-
ness community than negative. Along Water St. we’ve wit-
nessed a few new businesses open over the past five weeks. 
 At 158 Water St., Scooper Dooper has opened an ice cream 
shop, specializing in Kawartha Dairy products beside the 
popular Cuddly Bunny.
 One door south, where the former Waterfront Pub & Wine 
Bar was located at 150 Water St., the interior has been refur-

bished to accommodate a new restaurant which will be called 
Harp & Wylie’s Canadian Grill House. The new owners held a 
job fair last month, and have intentions of opening their new 
establishment towards the end of this month.
 Further south at 54 Water St. the storefront left vacant 
months ago by Bite Me Bait and Tackle, has finally been filled. 
Opening mid-May in this small strip-mall was a new food 
venture called Meats, Meals and More, which is owned and 
operated by Brian and Patty Rowsell.
  In the northwest end of town, at 16050 Old Simcoe Rd., a 
new shop, Scugog Flooring, specializing in all types of flooring 
products has opened for business. Scugog Flooring owners Naz 
Nicastro and Rob Calvo have more than 10 years experience. 
 Back on Queen St., Jean Templeman will be opening her 
business, specializing in all types of catering and event plan-
ning, in mid-June. Russell’s Delectables & The Artisan’s Emporium 
is located at 230 Queen St., beside the Port Perry Dental Centre.

A 
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Members of Operation Migration travel  
to Washington to receive prestigious  

‘Partners in Conservation’ award
 Port Perry based Operation Migration Inc. has just returned home from 
receiving the prestigious U.S. Department of the Interior, “Partners in Conserva-
tion” award.
 The award was presented to Joe Duff and members of OM by Secretary 
of the Interior, Ken Salazar at an impressive ceremony on May 7, at the depart-
ment’s headquarters, just steps from the White House.
 A group of 16, including staff, board members and volunteers attended 
the ceremony, which was presented for Operation Migration’s efforts to reintro-
duce the Whooping crane to the eastern United States.
 In his opening remarks, Secretary Salazar commented that “they (OM) are 
an inspiration to us all, and we are grateful for their efforts.

      Tom Melius, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Midwest Regional Director, said, 
“We are grateful for the efforts of the entire 
OM crew, volunteers, and members of the 
WCEP team in helping to make this project 
a success. Quite simply, we couldn’t do this 
without them.”
      A day earlier Mr. Duff and his colleagues 
travelled to the Smithsonian National Air and 
Space Museum’s Udvar-Hazy Centre to view 
a display about Operation Migration.
      One of the original ‘trikes’, used in the 
filming of the movie “Fly Away Home” and 
also used to lead Sandhill cranes, Trumpeter 
swans and Whooping cranes on their migra-
tory flights, is now on display in the Smithso-
nian with stories and pictures about OM and 
its projects.
       Following the ceremony in Washington, 
Mr. Duff travelled with his wife Diana and 
daughter Alex to Disney World, Florida to 
take part in the International Migratory Bird 
Day. Here they set up a display, showing the 
work of Operation Migration.

 The Operation Migration group on the steps of the Department of the Interior build-
ing in Washington D.C. Back row, from left: OM CEO: Joe Duff, Dale Richter, Bob 
Rudd, Walter Sturgeon, Brooke Pennypacker, Vickie Henderson. Centre row, left, 
Nan Rudd, Diana Miller-Duff, Beverly Paulan, Liz Condie, Karen Richter, Heather 
Ray, Rebecca Cohen-Pardo, Deke Clark. Front left,Taylor Richter and Alex Duff.

Joe Duff with the U.S. Department of the 
Interior ‘Partners in Conservation Award’.

goes to

Mr. Duff 

Washington
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 The days are counting down to June 
20th and one of the summer’s most 
anticipated waterfront events.
 The  annual Dragon Boat Festival, 
sponsored by the Dragon Flies breast 
cancer survivor group, rolls into town 
in just over two weeks. This popu-
lar and exciting event is now in 
its fifth year and takes place in 
Palmer Park and Lake Scugog 
in downtown Port Perry.
 Leading up to this exciting 
event are two weeks of team 
practices along the Port Perry 
waterfront. The practices, for 
registered Dragon Boat com-
petitors start this Friday and 
goes through until June 18.
 But the real action gets un-
derway Saturday, June 20 and the 
entire community is invited to join 
the 52 dragon boat teams, consisting 
of more than 1,200 paddlers for a full 
day of fun-filled activities.
 The teams will all paddle along a 
course starting at the south end of Lake 

Scugog and finishing their race in front 
of the crowds in Palmer Park.
 In addition to the races, the park 

will be set up with dozens of tents, rest 
areas, and a vendor’s village with a 

variety of products and cancer aware-
ness information.
 For those unfamiliar with the event, 
the Dragon Flies ‘Breast Cancer Survivor 
Group’ was formed in the fall of 2002 to 
raise awareness of this dreaded disease.
 Members come from all walks of life 
to enjoy social and emotional benefits 

as well as a physical sense of well-
being in a team atmosphere. 
 This Dragon Flies, range in 
ages from 44 to 77 years of age and 
use the sport of dragon boating 
as one of their major activities to 
encourage and maintain a healthy 
life style during and following the 
diagnosis and treatment of breast 
cancer. 

 Members of The Dragon Flies are 
from the City of Kawartha Lakes, Port 

Perry, Uxbridge and surrounding areas.
 The success of the event has been 
astounding, with more than $131,000 
raised through pledges and donations 
at last year’s festival alone.
 

Countdown to Dragon Boat Races
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Thumbs up - to another Scugog school. This time it’s the 
small but vibrant Cartwright High School that deserves 
kudos. The school was recently ranked as the top 
secondary school in Durham Region by the Fraser 

Institute. Congratulations to the students and staff for their 
achievement. And did you know that the school, located in 
Blackstock, is the smallest high school in the region.

Thumbs Down - to the designers of our newly paved and 
curbed Paxton St., who narrowed the width of the last  
section of road before the intersections with bump-
outs. At least two drivers have reported mounting the 

curb with their car, not realizing the pavement narrows just 
before the intersection. Bad enough for motorists, but imagine 
the frustration for snow removal. Seems like a poor plan... but 
we’re sure there’s a logical explanation.

Thumbs up - to the gals at Ooh, La La and Over Her Shoul-
der who held an overwhelming successful food drive 
for the local animal shelter. Debi and Sandy were 
shocked by the amount of food dropped off at their 

store during their Panties, Purses and Pooches promo last 
month. And of course all the animals at the shelter give ‘four 
furry paws up’ for the  generosity of the Scugog community.

Thumbs Down - to Durham Region for closing down the Port 
Perry garbage transfer station on the Saturday follow-
ing Easter Friday. Since almost every business in town 
was open, why close the dump? Especially on a long-

weekend when residents typically do a spring cleaning of their 
garages and yards. It’s no wonder people get frustrated and 
dump garbage in ditches, especially after loading trucks and 

Thumbs up - to Pam Henshall for following through with 
her retirement plans, despite the loss of her beloved 
husband Bill a few months ago. Pam operated her 
Henshall’s Clothing and Gifts shop for 17 years and 

has given back to the community in many ways. While her 
positive spirit and bright smile will be missed along Queen St., 
we know Port Perry hasn’t seen the last of this admired lady. 
Congrats Pam. Enjoy your well earned rest.

Thumbs
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 “Art at the Waterfront” is happening in historical down-
town Port Perry, Saturday, June 13 and Sunday, June 14, from 
9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Artists of the Port Perry Artists’ Associa-
tion have been working all year to create new and exciting 
works in oil, acrylic, watercolour, pastel and more. 
 Located in a park setting on the water, the Latcham Centre 
is where the show takes place.  Parking and entry are free.  
A draw ticket for a painting by one of the artists is offered. 
Refreshments are available. Take Queen Street to Water Street 
and look for the show signs.
 For further information, contact by email ppartists@
yahoo.ca, or call Jean at (905) 985-1112.

Artists show their creations 
at annual waterfront show 
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was typical of most teenagers at Port 
Perry High School in the mid 1970s.  
He wasn’t sure of his career goals.  He 
loved music and played the guitar and 
fantasized about becoming a musician.  
He had no idea that someday he would 
be making guitars for some of the most 
famous musicians of our time and he 
certainly never thought that his work 
would be commemorated on a Canadian 
coin.
 George was born in Hungary, but 
during the Revolution of 1956, when 
George was one year old, his parents 
decided to escape the communist regime 
and make their way to Canada.  They 
eventually settled in Greenbank.  
 During his years at Port Perry High 
School, George developed an interest in 
music and like most teenagers, dreamed 
about being a musician.  But George 
was also extremely practical.  In the real 
world he knew that he needed a “backup 
career” and he found that at  General 
Motors.  
 While working there he maintained 

his love of music and particularly his 
love of stringed instruments. He regu-
larly attended concerts at the Oshawa 
Vital Spark Folk Club usually teaming 
up with another local musical enthusiast 
Mogens Galberg for the drive to Os-
hawa. Together they decided to organize 
the Greenbank Folk Music Society and 
present concerts at the Greenbank Cen-
tennial Community Hall. 
 “I managed to escape the ‘Motors’ 
by getting a job at Lado Guitars which 
at the time was located just outside Ux-
bridge,”  George said. Here he learned 
the art and craft of guitar making. Turn-
ing an unused shed on his father’s prop-
erty into a workshop, he began crafting 
his own instruments and took up the 
true art of a luthier (guitar maker). 
 Rather than importing rare and 
expensive woods from the Far East, 
George experimented with local woods 
to develop unique tones.  
 His first big breakthrough came 
in 1992 when he contacted legendary 
singer-songwriter James Taylor and of-
fered to make him a guitar. Taylor was 
impressed with the quality of the work-

manship and the sound it produced.  
 In 1998 George decided to expand 
his enterprise but at the same time to 
find a unique location for his workshop.  
The idea of Nova Scotia, with its musical 
traditions, its clean air and relaxed life 
style was irresistible. George and his 
wife Lisa found a 27 acre homestead of 
rolling wooded landscape on the banks 
of the LaHave River near Bridgewater, a 

Where are they now?

George
builds
‘guitars
for the
stars’

George with the guitar he made in 2001 for Keith Richards of the Rolling Stones.   Inset photo, George as a Grade 10 student at PPHS in 1972.

Singer, songwriter James Taylor
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perfect place to raise their three chil-
dren and to perfect his craft as a luthier.  
George’s parents later moved to Nova 
Scotia to be near their son and grandchil-
dren. 
 The woods on his property and 
neighbouring countryside provided an 
abundance of more traditional woods 
such as cherry, yellow poplar and birds-
eye maple as well as more rare woods 
such as black ash, hawthorn, wild apple, 
tamarac and butternut.  “Each wood has 
its own particular use and produces its 
own tone,” George claims.  
 This unique environment inspired his 
creation of traditional acoustic guitars, 
mandolins and modern electric guitars. 
He also conducted guitar building work-
shops.
 Before long George was making con-
tacts with several big name instrumental-
ists such as Levon Helms and Rick Danos,  
Bob Dylan’s backup musicians.  Corkie 
Lang introduced him to Noel Redding a 
member of the Jimmy Hendrix Experi-
ence.  Redding bought a Rizsanyi guitar.  
 Through Noel Redding and Charlie 
Karp, he was introduced to Keith Richards 
of the Rolling Stones.  Richards ordered 
two Rizsanyi guitars.
 True to his craft as a luthier, in 2003 
George made a pilgrimage to Cremona 
in Italy, the home of the world’s greatest 
violin maker Stradivari. “ It was a truly 
inspirational experience in the Stradi-
vari Museum seeing millions of 
dollars worth of instruments 
of the master, and all his 
tools. A really amazing and 
inspirational experience,” 
George added.
 “I would love to set 
up a guitar making 
school in Italy some 
day. It’s a dream,” 
he says, and, with 
a big smile he 
added, “Best wine 
I’ve ever tasted.”
 In addition to 
James Taylor, Charlie 
Karp and Noel Redding, 
owners of Rizsanyi guitars include 
Peter Gabriel, Sting, Valdy and Bruce Cockburn.  
Even actor Donald Sutherland and politician Jack 
Layton own Rizsanyi  guitars. 
 After meeting George, award winning CBC 
broadcaster Jowi Taylor set out on a project to use 
the guitar to symbolize national unity. Beginning 
in 1995 he set out to gather materials from across 
Canada to be used by George to create a special 
guitar. Taylor collected a total of 64 pieces of 
wood, metal and stone including pieces of Wayne 

George, centre, with Keith Richards (right) and Charlie Karp (left)  
taken in November 2001 with their Riszanyi guitars.

Gretzky’s and Paul Henderson`s hockey sticks, Nancy Greene’s childhood 
ski, Pierre Trudeau`s paddle and decking from the “Bluenose.” 

 Most of the front piece was made from a 300 year old golden spruce, the 
revered tree of the Haida Gwaii of B.C.  George built the guitar in six weeks, 
completing the project in April 2006.  
 “For me,” says George, “the most evocative piece of wood was an inside 
strut made from Pier 21 in Halifax where my parents and I entered Canada so 
many years ago.”
 The guitar, named the “Six String Nation Guitar,”  was used by many top 
entertainers at the 2006 Canada Day celebrations in Ottawa. CBC also pro-

duced a one hour documentary on the Six String Nation Guitar which first 
aired in July 2006.

 The instrument has since travelled the nation to festivals, concerts, 
schools and community events.
 To recognize this special guitar and George Rizsanyi`s work in it, the 

Above, George, with one of his hand crafted guitars. 

Left, the unique ‘Six String Nation Guitar.’
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Royal Canadian Mint has just released an unusual triangular 
commemorative fifty cent coin. The centre of the coin has a 
hologram symbolizing George Rizsanyi’s  Six String  Nation 
Guitar.  The coin, along with a descriptive cover outlining 
George’s work can be ordered from banks or the Post Office. 
 An incredible honour for a local lad with a love for the 
guitar.

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

 The Royal Canadian Mint has recently released its 
second-ever triangular coin, featuring a selective hologram 
to commemorate the ‘Six String Nation Guitar.’
 This coin will strike a chord with all Canadians. Music 
lovers will quickly notice how it’s shaped like a guitar pick 
- the perfect tie-in to the ‘Six String Nation Guitar.’ 
 The guitar is the brainchild of broadcaster Jowi Taylor, 
in collaboration with luthier George Rizsanyi. This one-of-
a-kind instrument is made of wood, bone, metal and stone 
from across the country.

50-Cent Triangle Coin 

to commemorate the

Six String  
Nation Guitar 

(2009)
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 Many people in Scugog are blessed with specific talents most of 
which go unnoticed, but every now and then  someone comes along 
that stands out from the crowd and their story must be shared with 
everyone. 
 One such person is Terry MacDonald, a woman who lives a quiet, 
peaceful existence, yet has accomplished something many of us simply 
dream about.
 Last year, Terry played a round of golf at Summerlea Golf course 
and when she tee’d off on the 18th hole her ball went in the cup on the 
first stroke. 
 Now, a hole-in-one as fantastic as it may be, is not that newsworthy, 
as it does happen from time to time. What makes this unique is that this 
was Terry’s fourth hole-in-one. 
 By the way, did I mention this energetic, bright-eyed, white-haired 
grandmother is 86 years old?
 Terry was born in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan and like most people 
in the 1920s and 30s golf was not on the agenda. In fact, Terry, aside 
from playing baseball when she was young, was busy raising a family 
of two girls and a boy. 
 Terry moved from Prince Albert to The Pas, Manitoba (about as far 
north as you would want to go), where she worked as a furrier. “I still 
have one of the original coats I made,” Terry said, with a smile on her 
face.
 In 1953 Terry and her family moved to Utica, where her husband 
Raymond drove a truck. When she was in her mid fifties Raymond passed 
away and Terry found herself with very little to keep her occupied. 

Swingin’ Senior
While some people golf a lifetime and never 
get a hole-in-one...  this 86 year old dynamo  
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 It appears as if Port Perry will give 
another try at operating a local Farmer’s 
Market this summer.
 Scugog council approved a request 
recently from local farmers to hold the 
market through the summer months.
 Plans are for the market to com-

mence operations on June 27 at the township parking lot 
(beside the lakefront playground) and operate it until Thanks-
giving, depending on its popularity.
 Farmer’s Market organizers are hoping to attract a 
variety of vendors, selling products ranging from fresh 
produce to maple syrup, and home baking. The market 
vendors will open their booths to the public on Saturdays 
from 8 a.m. to noon. 
 It is hoped the community will support this initiative 
and if successful in 2009 will build to become bigger and 
better in the future.

 We’re sure most residents of 
the community have heard or read 
about Walmart planning to open at 
the western edge of town, but may 
not have heard that the project is 
now ‘on hold’.
 While plans have been under-
way for more than three years, it 

appears this project has been put on the back burner for an 
indefinite time.
 Recent comments from Ornella Richichi, a vice 
president of development with the property owner 
Smart!Centres, indicates she is unsure when work will get 
underway on the site again, but insisted there’s a definite 
interest in the Port Perry market.
 While Ms. Richichi didn’t put the full blame on the slug-
gish economy, she did feel it has played a role in the delay.
 Meanwhile local business leaders, who are concerned 
about the effects of the large development, say they wel-
come the delay.

1

2

just a few things we think are
 worth knowing... if you didn’t already!

In The News... Her kids, grown up by this time, were after Terry to 
take up some activity to fill her time. Her son Ken, an avid 
golfer, insisted she try the game. 
 “I used to always wonder how they could sit in front 
of the television set and watch that ridiculous nonsense,” 
Terry said, shaking her head.
 Well, she tried a round and never looked back. Her first 
game was at Summerlea Golf Course, just south of Port 
Perry, nearly 30 years ago and she still plays there today. 
 Not only does Terry play four times a week, but she 
also walks the hilly course. “Golf just came naturally to 
me. I’m not an athlete and never have been, but I enjoy the 
game.”
 Terry has won the ‘lowest handicap’ award  three years 
and the ‘low gross’ award six times. Along with her four 
hole-in-one trophies, she has also won the Ladies League 
Championship.
 Last year Terry shot a 63, but that was not her lowest 
score.  A number of years ago (she could not remember 
exactly how many) I shot a 59, one over par.” 
 She said it so matter-of-factly that I found myself 
chuckling at her great sense of humour.
 Terry now lives in Port Perry and still cuts her own 
lawn. She walks regularly in the winter and last March 17 
played a round of golf. “It was tough to find the ball in the 
snow, but we had fun.”
 Chatting with Terry MacDonald makes you realize how 
much she enjoys her life. At eighty-six, she has accom-
plished more than most of us half her age.

By Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog
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 If someone was to ask me what plastic profile extru-
sion meant I would have a glazed look and be wondering 
what they were talking about. That is until recently, when 
I had the pleasure of meeting Andy Jones, the co-owner of 
Canplex, a firm located at the west reaches of Scugog.
 Andy and his partner Roman Semeniuk, have been 
running this successful operation since 1986 and last year 

relocated their manufacturing plant in Scugog. 
 Canplex initially produced a range of  plastic moulded 
strips, which sit along the shelves in your grocery or other 
retail stores and hold the pricing labels for goods. 
 Ingeniously the product has evolved over time into a 
range of over a thousand different profile shapes in dif-
ferent plastic resins and colours  to provide a successful 

Canplex owners Andy Jones, left and Roman Semeniuk are seen in the above photo. Top right, employee Kathy Burgess of Port Perry and  
below, Wayne Kowalczyk, who have worked with the company since it started 23 years ago.

BUSINESS PROFILE
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experience for all major North Ameri-
can retailers looking to improve the 
customer purchasing success rate 
through in-store merchandising.
 They have recently looked to make 
inroads into the extrusion of plastic 
lenses utilized in the lighting industry 
and plan to expand their market base 
in the years ahead. 
 Andy Jones, after studying chem-
istry in the UK, was hired by a plastics 
firm. “I love the business,” he said, 
with a smile.
 He moved into sales and was 
successful until the labour disputes of 
the early eighties wreaked havoc on a 
number of British industries.  We had 
eighty people and six unions,” Andy 
explained. “It couldn’t go on.”
 Andy met a Canadian at a trade ex-
hibition in Birmingham who suggested 
he move to Canada to work in the 
plastics industry. A year later Andy im-
migrated and has never looked back.
 Meanwhile in Oshawa, Roman 
Semeniuk, a tool and die maker, had 
a small business manufacturing dies 
for the plastics industry. Andy made a 
sales call on Roman’s company and the 
two hit it off. They joined forces and 
retained the company’s name of T.J. 
Manufacturing.
 The company did well and grew. 
Space was an issue and expansion was 
necessary. Unfortunately, all that was 
available were two buildings located 
within a hundred metres of each other 
in Oshawa.
 “It may as well have been a hun-
dred miles,” Andy said. “Everything 
had to be duplicated; equipment, office 
machines and so on. It was a night-
mare.”

 Roman and his wife regularly 
made the trek to Port Perry, to enjoy 
a fine meal or just wander the down-
town. On one of these excursions, he 
noticed a real estate sign on a build-
ing at the corner of Highway 12 and 
Scugog Line 6.
 After a few telephone calls and 
a number of visits Andy and Roman 
decided it was the perfect location for 
their firm. “It was great for me, as I live 
in Stouffville,” Andy explained. “And 
the 45,000 square feet was just what 
we needed. It gives us lots of room for 
expansion”
 Along with the move, the company 
decided to upgrade its image and 
changed the name from T.J. Manufac-
turing to Canplex, a name more in line 
with the times as well as their industry.
 There was, of course concern over 
their 60 plus workforce, but everyone 
seemed to love the prospect of coming 
up here. “We only lost two employ-
ees,” Andy explained. “One retired and 
the other was a 19 year old, who went 
back to school.”
 Canplex must be a fantastic place 
to work, as their turnover is extremely 
low. At least a third of their staff has 
been there for more than 10 years. The 
people I met with talked highly of the 
conditions and enjoyed working there. 
 The leadership of Andy and Roman 
has taken the company in success-
ful directions. They have contracts in 
Canada and throughout the USA.
  Port Perry is indeed fortunate to 
have such a progressive manufacturing 
firm located right under its own roof.

Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

 Come and experience downtown 
Port Perry at twilight as the town’s 
local merchants turn up the savings 
for area residents later this month. 
 Moonlight Madness kicks off a 
whole summer season of exciting 
events in Port Perry, with many of 
downtown’s shops, boutiques and 
eateries open until midnight.
 Merchants will be offering fabu-
lous savings on a wide selection of 
items throughout the night.
 As the moon rises, the prices will 
drop. Port Perry has always offered 
a unique and exciting shopping ex-
perience and Moonlight Madness 
promises to be just as enjoyable with 
savings under the stars by the lake!
 “This is going to be a great oppor-
tunity for all Port Perry residents and 
visitors to enjoy the fabulous offer-
ings in our beautiful downtown,” says 
Stewart Bennett, President of the Port 
Perry BIA, sponsor of the event.
 So mark your calendars for Thurs-
day, June 25 and come downtown for 
this much anticipated event.

MOONLIGHT        
MADNESS
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 Polish up your canoe and get out 
the paddles, it’s ‘Canoe the Nonquon’ 
time again.
 Saturday June 6 marks the 41st 
running of this popular event and 
once again it promises to be a 
great one. 
 First run in 1969 it is the lon-
gest running canoe race in Ontario 
and attracts participants from all over 
the province.  
 There are 12 levels of competi-
tion, from recreation to serious 
race categories, including the 
expert C1 and C2 classes. You 
don’t have to be an expert 
canoeist, just get all your gear 
together and enter the recre-
ation class.
 The race is also divided into 
two lengths, the 11 mile (18 km) 
river section only or the 16 mile (26 
km) river and lake event. 
 The faster canoes complete the event in less than three 
hours whereas the more leisurely participants take more 
than four hours for the 16 mile trip. 
 Last year’s winning time was set by Craig Creighton and 
Kris Archibald in 2:17:40, while Kyle Iltgen and Jake Eppel, 
in the under 14 class, won their age class by completing the 
river section in a time of 3:09:35.
 ‘Canoe the Nonquon’ was started June 1969 as a fund-
raiser for the newly created Scugog Shores Museum. In Janu-
ary that year Bill and Claudette Brock decided to organize an 
Historical Society in this community. They contacted numer-
ous interested individuals and shortly afterwards, the Lake 
Scugog Historical Society was formed. 
 At the first meeting, resulting from the donation of a 
heritage log cabin, Bill and Claudette initiated the idea of es-
tablishing a Museum and in order to support the museum, a 

fundraising project was needed.  
The Brocks set about organiz-
ing the Canoe the Nonquon.  
The rest is history. Those who 

have paddled the event 
before offer loads of 

advice for begin-
ners, some 
advice is hu-

morous, some 
is serious.  Annette 

McDonald and Amy Sleep 
have been regular participants in 

the event for several years.  They finished 3rd 
in last years women’s class with a time of 4:52:01, not quite 
as good as their 2007, 2nd place time of 4:41:42 time. 
  Tips include don’t drink a large quantity of liquid before 
starting and always take along sunscreen and some form of 
bug repellant such as DEET or Avon ‘Skin so Soft’.
  Registration takes place at the Latcham Centre on Friday 
night from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m or on race day, Saturday 
June 6 from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
 Registration is $40 per canoe or kayak, but entrants are 
encouraged to get sponsors. Prizes are awarded for the 
entrants who get the most sponsorship money. All proceeds 
go to the Scugog Shores Museum to support its numerous 
programs. More information can be found at  www.scugog-
shoresmuseum.com, or  call the Museum at 905-985-3589.

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

CANOE    NONQUONthe
Don’t miss the

great family fun 
this Saturday
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did you know?

 Effective April 22, 2009 Ontario banned the use of cosmetic pesticides. 
The ban prohibits the sale and use of pesticides for cosmetic purposes on 
lawns, gardens, parks and school yards, and includes many herbicides, fungi-
cides and insecticides. More than 250 products have been banned for sale 
and more than 80 pesticide ingredients will be banned for cosmetic uses. 
 The ban takes the place of existing municipal pesticide bylaws, establishing 
one clear set of easy-to-understand rules, and providing certainty for busi-
nesses operating in different areas of the province.

women in politics  

cosmetic pesticides ban

 Little bugs, the size of a sesame seed, could 
be the long sought answer to help solve one 
of Lake Scugog’s biggest problems.... weeds! 
The bugs, or weevils as they are better 
known, have a diet consisting solely of milfoil 
weed - something Scugog has an abundance 
of. Unfortunately it takes tens of thousands of 
these little weevils to make a difference and 
they don’t come cheap. 
 Estimates range in excess of $250,000 to 
be effective in Lake Scugog, but that might be a 
small price to pay to rid the lake of milfoil weeds 
and to keep our lake viable for tourism.

wee wee 
weevils

 Geordie, left, and John Raymes of Port Perry were at one time known as 
the oldest twins in Canada and their pictures appeared in a daily newspaper 
with the story of their lives. George worked much of his life at the Carnegie 
Grist Mill on Lake Scugog’s waterfront (approx. library site) and John worked 
on boats that sailed Lake Scugog.  The brothers were born on April 7, 1850 
near Orangeville, Ont.  
 The Raymes twins moved to Port Perry with their family in 1858 when 
they were only eight years old.  They lived here for their entire lives. Geordie 
died in April 1946 at 94 years of age and John died a year later.  

oldest twins in Canada

 It’s been 90 years since women were given the 
right to participate in municipal politics. It was on 

Act’ received royal assent, making women eligible 
to serve as municipal councillors. Scugog Township 
has been served well by women politicians over the 
past four decades, especially since the formation of 
Durham Region in 1973.

Numerous women have held the position 
of councillor - some of those include 
Yvonne Christie, Marilyn Pearce, Joyce 
Kelly, Karen Puckrin, and more recently 

Georgia Brock and Bobbie Drew.

the municipal ‘men’s club’ in the former 
Reach Township was Lucille Gray (left) 

who was elected to the position of 
councillor for the 1965 term.
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T

Woodman...after five!
etty Penny is highly successful in business and 

marketing.  Her husband Ed loves boating. After 
seeing the open waters of Lake Scugog a number 

of years ago, the couple decided to combine their interests and 
abilities and look into establishing a cruise boat on thelake. 
 They had no idea how expensive and complicated it would 
be, but they also had no idea that it would become extremely 
successful and popular.
 The Woodman is now celebrating five full seasons of cruis-
ing on Lake Scugog.
 The Pennys originally bought a $20,000 used cruise vessel 
capable of carrying two dozen passengers.  Legal problems and 
safety issues as well as adherence to the Marine Act and Coast 
Guard officials soon drove them to reconsider their venture.
 Undaunted by the stringent regulations, what started out 
as a $20,000 investment evolved into a million dollar project.  
The Pennys commissioned Bob Johnson to design a new steel 
and aluminum vessel  to carry up to 100 passengers. Bob had 
designed one of the Maid of the Mist vessels at Niagara Falls.
 The Lake Scugog cruise ship was built in a field be-
hind Westshore Marina, north of Port Perry, and eventually 
launched at the end of the summer of 2003. 
 Ed and Betty decided to revive interest in the extensive 
steam boating history of the lake by naming their ship The 
Woodman. 

 The boat is named after the first steamboat to sail in the 
Kawarthas. The original Woodman was built at the Port Perry 
waterfront and had its maiden voyage from Port Perry to Lind-
say in April 1851. 
 As its name implies it was used to haul the log booms from 
around the lake down to the five lumber mills at the Port Perry 
waterfront. The timber was then carried overland to Whitby 
where it was shipped to destinations around Lake Ontario.  
 The Penny’s new Woodman is a tourist attraction here in 
Port Perry. “We have many busloads of people coming from 
places like Toronto. They are all in awe of the beauty of this 
lake side community with its heritage and architecture, and its 
historic links with the lake,” says Betty.
 “We have had tourists from all over the world, from Aus-
tralia to Zimbabwe and every place in between,” Ed added.
 The fact that the Woodman has facilities to accommodate the 
disabled and people with special needs creates many happy 
moments for the Pennys. “It is very heartening to see these 
people enjoy themselves,” claims Betty .  
 “Our theme cruises have proved to be immensely popular.  
The British Invasion theme cruises have been among the most 
popular.”
 The Cruises are advertised in the press, on radio and at 
numerous tourist promotion venues across the province but 

The

Please turn to page 32

B
Betty and Ed Penny
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This Old
   House

 Although the James Carnegie residence is less than a century old, it was built by 
one of Port Perry’s most respected and industrious businessmen and is worthy of 
mention.
 The red-brick house is situated on a prominent lot on the north side of Queen 
St., beside the former lawn bowling green (now Reflection Park), and for the 
past quarter of a century has been used to accommodate an eating establish-
ment under a number of names including the Murray House and pres-
ently the Jester’s Court.
 This property was on the western edge of town when it was pur-
chased by Peter Perry from Elias Williams in 1844.  Following Peter 
Perry’s death in 1851, it became the property of his son Robert. In 
May, 1857, Robert sold the property to James  
McConnell, who in turn sold it just a few months later to James 
Goode. 
 It was James Goode, a mason who built the first buildings, 
a workshop and residence here in 1859.  He sold his property 
to Dan Ireland in 1871 who turned the residence into a hotel. In 
the hotel on this property, the newly incorporated village of Port 
Perry held its first nomination meeting in December 1871. 
 By 1880 the hotel had changed hands and over the next few years 
there were a number of owners, including John Adams, John Smith, E.A. 

James Carnegie Residence
(Jester’s Court) - 279 Queen St., Port Perry

Plan H-50020  Lot 17

James
Carnegie

Please turn to page 31
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 In their 5th season, Cadenza Productions has picked 
the charming Disney classic Beauty and the Beast to charm 
the audiences of Scugog once more. 
 “Disney did a fabulous job of transforming their mov-
ie into a live stage production.  They added to the original 
music by expanding numbers and composing additional 
selections for Belle, Gaston, her eccentric father Maurice, 
and a fabulous, show-stopping solo for the Beast, which 
closes Act 1.  The enchanted objects also have a rous-
ing good time in  ‘Human Again’, as they dare to dream 
that Belle may be the one to break the spell.” says Carol 
Salamone, founder of Cadenza Productions and Musical 
Director.
 The tale of a young prince, bewitched by a spell that 
turns him into a hideous Beast and a young girl trapped 
in her provincial French surroundings, come together as 
one, in a story that we can all relate to. Add in a talking 
candlestick who’s got the hots for a dancing feather dust-
er, a teapot and her “chipped” cup-of-a-son, a scurrying 
clock who is just a little too tightly wound and a brooding 
bachelor named Gaston who wants nothing more than to 
make Belle his bride and you’ve got yourself one fabulous 
evening at the Town Hall 1873!
  “I couldn’t have asked for more – a great show and an 
incredibly talented cast of familiar and new faces. One of the 
challenges of directing such a popular show as Beauty and 
the Beast is to give the production its own personality while 
remaining true to a story that is loved and has also become 
very branded. It’s been marvelous to watch all our actors 
bring these well known characters to life in their own way.” 
says Carey Nicholson, Director. 

 So “be our guest” at this musical spectacular July 2-4, 
7-9, 16-18 @ 8pm and matinees 5 and 12 @ 2pm. Tickets are 
available at Meta4 Contemporary Craft Gallery, 200 Queen 
St.  Port Perry (905) 985-2435. Tickets are $20 for all seats.
 After our matinee performances come down to the 
Patron’s Lounge to meet Belle, Beast and the entire enchant-
ed bunch! Bring your cameras and you can take your picture 
with your favourite character from the show!

 The familiar sights and sounds of 
an annual summer tradition in Scu-
gog will have a new home later this 
month.  
 Water Street, overlooking Lake 
Scugog will be the staging area for 
Chrome by the Lake - the annual Scu-
gog Shores Classic Car Show and 
Shine.
 The show has become an an-
nual favourite of classic car fans from 
across the township and beyond. The 
show opens at 8 a.m. and will once 
again feature classic cars from the 
1920s to 1980s, as well as custom 
cars. 

 The event will also feature vendors 
of car memorabilia and builder items, 
displays by the Canadian Tire Mobile 
Museum and COPS Racing, as well 
as music, good food and a special 
bike section.

-
sored by the Scugog Standard, will 
go toward supporting the work at the 
Scugog Shores Museum. 
 Entry is only $5 per car, and in-
cludes 50/50 draws for car owners, as 
well as draws for thousands of dollars 
in prizes.  
 Interested vendors can contact 
Shannon at 905-985-7346 x 147, 
email skelly@scugog.ca or fax 905-
985-2697.
 Chrome by the Lake takes place 
between 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 27.

Classic Car Show moves to Water St.

Beauty
and the

 Beauty and the Beast cast characters include Jeremy Krys as Gaston, 
left, Carlos Finch as the Beast and Mallory McGrath as Belle.
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Prince and Andrew Campbell. 
  During the 1890's the Ireland Hotel burned down when 
a fire started in an adjoining confectionary store.  While the 
building was burning, some embers fell on members of the 
Port Perry Fire Brigade and Joseph Deshane was seriously 
injured.  He suffered severe burns to his face and lost an eye.  
The hotel was totally destroyed.
  In 1913, James Carnegie purchased this property from 
Campbell, tore down a crude workshop and built a new two-
storey red brick house in 1914, the house which still occupies 
the attractive central property today.
 James Carnegie came to Port Perry about 1888 and pur-
chased the flour mills from the Ontario Bank. He carried on 
this business for almost 20 years. His flour mills and planing 
mills were totally destroyed by a fire in June 1902, but unde-
terred, he rebuilt and was in operation in less than a year and 
successfully ran it until 1907, when he sold it to his sons.
 He was well known throughout the county, having taken 
an active part in public affairs. He served for a number of 
years on Port Perry council, and was Reeve for three terms. In 
1899 he served as Warden of the County of Ontario. He was 
elected unanimously to the House of Assembly for the Liber-

als of south Ontario in 1907.
 James Carnegie, was a resident of Port Perry for over 30 
years and died in this house in October 1921. Members of the 
Carnegie family continued to live in the home until 1934 when 
it was sold to John and Lorena Murray.
 From that point in time the house became known as the 
"Murray House."
  The Murrays were the caretakers of the Osler Estate which 
comprised a large lodge and marshland south of the Port 
Perry causeway. When they decided to retire from their jobs at 
the Osler estate, they moved into the house of the late James 
Carnegie on Queen Street.
 The Murray House was purchased in August 1978 by Carol 
Morrow and was converted into a restaurant operated by Car-
ol and Peter Kirk. In April 1986 the property changed hands 
again, with a former employee, Nikki Bainbridge purchasing 
it. She continued to operate the Murray House restaurant for 
almost a decade.
     The Murray House is one of the area buildings which 
is said to be haunted.  Many people claim to have seen the 
ghosts in the building. Stories of the supernatural have existed 
since the Murrays lived in the home but the alleged ghosts 
appear to date from the time that the hotel existed during the 
nineteenth century.
      Ms. Bainbridge sold the Murray House to Wayne and Mar-
garet McGibney in 1997 who opened as the Jester’s Court res-
taurant. The restaurant is now owned and operated by Deena 
Vallieres, although the McGibneys have retained ownership of 
the former Carnegie residence.

J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

 The James Carnegie Union Mills, located at the lakefront, Port Perry 
before it burned down in 1902. From left are: (unknown), Wm. Frayer, 
(unknown), Abram Carnegie, James Hortop, Harry Carnegie (boy), 
Charles, James Carnegie (circled), Arthur J. Carnegie and  (unknown).

Continued from page 29
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 This month marks the 200th anniver-
sary of the first house of worship being 
constructed in Uxbridge.
 The present board and batten building, 
known as the Quaker Meeting House, was 
built in 1820 and is the oldest building left 
in Uxbridge Township.
 An interior partition in the centre  
created separate areas for men and 
women. Around 1881 the partition was 
moved and a small Sunday School area  
was created at one end.
 During the renovation the west door 
and window were switched, changing the 
architectural symmetry of the building.
 The hand hewn pine pews are of two 
types; open backs to accommodate a 
woman’s bustle and closed backs for men.
 The main source of lighting was from 
a centre hung brass lamp with small coal 
lamps around the perimeter. A wood stove 
in the middle of the room (since removed) 
supplied heat.
 In 1995 the building was raised and a 
concrete block foundation was installed.
 Anyone wanting to know more about 
this amazing building, or would like to  
attend the celebration of its’ anniversary 
are invited to attend.
 The event takes place at The Quaker 
Meeting House, 6800 Conc. 6,  west of the 
town of Uxbridge on Durham Road 8.

Uxbridge Quaker 
Meeting House 
is 200 years old

the focus is on the Toronto area.  
 The Woodman attracts busloads of 
passengers and some bus tours are held 
in collaboration with the Blue Heron 
Casino.
 Before the launch of the Woodman, 
the Pennys received considerable op-
position from boaters, but now boaters 
on Scugog appreciate that the Woodman, 
as it journeys up and down the lake, 
helps to keep the weeds out of the main 
channel.
 Betty asserts, “We are so happy with 
all the support and compliments for our 
cruises. It gives us so much pleasure to 
be a part of this historic community.” 
 Most crew members are local. 
Ruby Duncan for instance, has been 
the “kiosk lady” selling and promoting 
the cruises at the waterfront since the 
cruises began.
 Cruising Lake Scugog does have its 
humorous moments. 
 “As the Woodman cruises the lake, 
we get all kinds of reactions, even some 
teenagers ‘mooning’ us as we sailed 
past Stephenson’s point,” smiled Betty.
 She continues, “Last year, one of the 
funniest moments on board was when 
made our way past Birdseye Park, we 
were greeted by a nude man waving 
his socks at us. The fellow was chased 
around the park by the police.” 
 The sight drew laughter from all 
the passengers on board. Betty grabbed 
the microphone and told the passengers 
that “This is Port Perry’s latest tourist 
attraction.”

 Captain Ed Penny enjoys the lake 
in spite of the occasional period of low 
water and the problems with the weeds. 
 “We do get occasional surprises 
such as the time last year when one 
tourist from Toronto who in all serious-
ness asked ‘Where are the dolphins?”
 A popular function for the boat is 
weddings. Several couples have hired 
the boat for their weddings. 
 “We had a couple from Florida last 
year who hired the boat for their wed-
ding and reception,” notes Ed.  
 In 2009, while searching for larger 
office accommodation close to the 
waterfront, the Pennys were able to 
purchase the old Railway Station build-
ing housing Ives Florist and are now 
busy converting part of the building into 
office sales and showroom facilities.  
 “We are so proud to be a part of two 
phases of Scugog’s history; the boating 
traditions and now the railway,” says 
Betty.
 The Pennys are hoping to include 
displays of boating memorabilia and 
steamboat artifacts when the renova-
tions are complete. 
 Confident for the future of the Wood-
man cruises on Lake Scugog, the Pennys 
have entered into an agreement with the 
Municipality of Scugog to dock the boat, 
as usual, on the municipal dock for the 
next five years. As the cruises grow in 
popularity the Pennys  should have no 
trouble in fulfilling that agreement.

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

 You may have noticed 
“yellow fish” stencilled 

on the pavement in 
front of storm drains 
around Port Perry 

recently and wondered 
what they meant.

 Graffiti?  No, it’s a project 
recently undertaken by 

the 1st Port Perry Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts in association 

with Trout Unlimited Canada to bring 
awareness to local citizens.
 Port Perry, like many communities, 
has storm drains which flow directly into 
water bodies like Lake Scugog, without 

being treated. 
 Almost anything other than clean 
rainwater is harmful to fish and other 
aquatic life living in the lake. This 
includes soap used to wash cars, excess 
fertilizer from lawns, dirt and oil from 
driveways, and construction materials. 
 All these materials can have an 
impact on aquatic plants, insects, fish 
and animals, as well as the humans that 
depend on a healthy body of water.
 So after being made aware of the 
program the local scouting organization 
jumped at the opportunity to help, and 
since early in May they have been scour-
ing the streets around town painting 

the ‘yellow fish’ symbols next to storm 
drains.
 The symbols are meant as a reminder 
to the public that storm drains connect 
directly to Lake Scugog and anything 
thrown or washed down them ends up 
in the lake.
 Local scout leader Ellen Greenough 
said the local Port Perry scouting organi-
zation will do as many drains as possible 
over the next few weeks.
 So the next time you see a ‘yellow 
fish’ painted along side a storm drain 
- think before you pour anything down 
that may cause harm to our lake and 
environment.

‘Yellow Fish’ are a reminder that anything  
emptied into a storm drain ends up in the lake 

Continued from page 28
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 In less than two weeks Relay For Life 
North Durham embarks on its annual 
fun-packed event, where the community 
is encouraged to join and experience all 
things ‘Relay’.
 Aim to arrive by 7 p.m. for the open-
ing ceremonies at which more than 600 
participants will be welcomed to this 
amazing, life-changing event. Together 
they will celebrate all cancer survivors 
and remember those who they have  lost 
to this vicious monster.  
 Teams of 10 or more will set up a tent 
city, complete with costumes, banners 
and themed campsites. Feel free to tour 
the sites and talk to the participants as 
they share with you ‘why they relay.’
 Most often, we ‘Relay’ because our 
lives have been touched by this dread-
ful disease. We’ve either lost someone, 
nearly lost someone or we ourselves 
have been diagnosed. Other participants 
are there because they want to support 
and help raise awareness.
 ‘Relay For Life’ is an event where 
everyone can share stories, photos and 
smiles, hugs, laughter and tears and 

know the person next to you ‘gets it’ 
because they too have been affected by 
the big ‘C’. 
 ‘Relay’ is the biggest and best pyjama 
party you’ll ever attend... with terrific 
events planned each hour, from 7 p.m. to 
7 a.m. 
 How about dancing under the stars 
to one of the best local rock cover bands 
around, enjoy ‘Story Time’ with Neil 
Crone... or watch heads shaved on stage 
with your local municipal council repre-
sentatives?
 And you won’t want to miss ‘Relay 
Idol’ - where each team tries their best to 
perform a song, and then there’s sunrise 
bingo, Zumba dance classes, and a silent 
auction.
 Enjoy the Ms. Relay competition, 
(just for men), where they get to don 
high heels and a dress and prance 
around the track! There is a children’s 
activity area, Lick’s hamburgers, great 
coffee, a cancer ‘smart shop’ where you 
can purchase a relay t-shirt, keychain or 
other merchandise. 
 Relay for Life also has three distinct 
ceremonies which truly define who we 
are, what we do and why. At 7 p.m. 
cancer survivors are celebrated. Wearing 
yellow t-shirts as a message of hope and 
empowerment, as they open the relay by 
taking the first lap, sharing their victory 
over cancer! 
 The emotional luminary ceremony 

takes place at 10 p.m. as each luminary 
candle is lit, lining the track with the 
glow of bittersweet memories as a piper 
plays in the cool evening air... a time 
where we can pause to remember those 
we’ve had to say goodbye to because of 
cancer... their names are read and their 
photos are shown on a large screen.
 This moment is one you will never 
forget. The ‘Fight Back Ceremony’ takes 
place at 5 a.m. as dawn breaks - to recog-
nize that the sun will once again rise for 
all those affected by cancer... a moment 
where we each pledge to make a positive 
change in our lives. 
 Relay for Life can’t be just a 12 hour 
event because cancer is not just a 12 hour 
event. It’s something you need to carry 
with you 365 days a year... the message, 
the hope, the commitment.
 I ‘Relay’ because I am here, and 
because I can. I ‘Relay’ because I am 
a survivor, a wife, a mother, a sister, 
a daughter, a friend. I ‘Relay’ for my 
mother who I lost way too soon to this 
disease. 
 If not me, who? If not now, when? 
Join me and hundreds of others from our 
community for a night you won’t soon 
forget.
 Mark your calendars for Friday, June 
12 and I’ll see you at the Sunderland 
Fairgrounds

By Tammy Horvath
Special to Focus on Scugog

SUNDERLAND
FRIDAY, JUNE 12

Cancer survivors and famlly members during a victory lap around the track at Port Perry Fairgrounds in June 2008.

Relay
  for
   Life 
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If you’re not Dutch, you’re not much!
     Few cities in the world 
capture the imagination and 
interest of travellers within 

setting foot in them. One 
such locale is the Dutch capital of Amster-
dam. I have been fortunate to visit there 
several times, but unfortunately, each time 
only for a day or two at the most. Those brief 
visits, however, were most memorable and I 
would recommend the city to anyone.
 It is important to note that hotels in large 
European cities differ from those at home 
although they have the huge, north American 
style inns, the smaller, boutique ones are 
preferred, as they are less expensive and are 
often found in the centre of activity.
 Before you book, ask a simple question: 
how big is the room? I failed to do this on 
my last trip when booking on line. The loca-
tion was great, the price was ok ($180 so I 
assumed I was getting a decent room), but 
it was quite a shock. After I checked in and 

room no wider than two metres and no longer than six.
 The bed, about a meter wide was against a wall. Across 
from it was a table, barely wide enough for a laptop, a 13 
inch TV was bolted to the wall and a bathroom where it was 
impossible to sit, had been built in a small corner. European 
toilets have the tank near the ceiling, so the space where 
the tank normally sits, was taken up by a sink. I suppose not 

as the back of your head would 
bang against the sink.
      Fortunately I never spend 
much time in my room so off I 
went to explore the city. It was 
Sunday morning and fairly quiet. 
I decided I would take a boat ride 
through the canals. The sites 
were spectacular and the quaint 
buildings, which Amsterdam is 
noted for, were a treat to view.
      I passed the narrowest house 
in the world. A mere metre in 
width, as well as the  “Jordaan” 
quarter where Anne Frank and 
her family hid from the Nazis dur-
ing the Second World War. The 
water in the canals was calm and 

was relaxing and quite enjoyable.
       Back on land I looked 
around and noticed a sign point-
ing to Amsterdam’s famed Red 
Light District. Although the area is 

now a tourist trap, it is still worth the visit.
 I had an opportunity to wander through the area thirty 
years ago, but was cautioned against it, as it was danger-

there are guided tours and the area is closely monitored by 
police. Plus it was Sunday morning and no one was around. 
 Although there are several streets, I only walked along 

Small rooms, the size of a closet, were fronted with a win-
dow where the ‘resident’ waved to passersby. In between 
were video and magazine stores, restaurants and shops 
selling ‘questionable’ material.
 Five minutes was enough for me, as I am sure all the 
streets are similar. It was entertaining and certainly not 
something you would see on Queen Street in Port Perry.
 Amsterdam is the diamond capital of the world. The raw 

and shipped all over the planet. To see diamond cutters 
at work is an opportunity not to be missed. To purchase sev-
eral stones… perhaps another time.
 My next stop was the Rijksmuseum, the home of some of 
the great Masters. It is impossible to see the entire museum 

Long narrow hotel room cost $180 a night.
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in a day, or a week for that matter, so hitting on the high-
lights is a good plan. Be sure to leave large bags or parcels 
behind, as you cannot enter the museum with them. There is 
something emotional about standing face to face with Rem-
brandt’s ‘Night Watch’ as his talent humbles you. It only takes 
a few glances to appreciate the beauty of his art. 
 Walls, triple the size of a person are covered in can-
vasses, which come alive before your eyes. Even those 
who have no appreciation for the art are mesmerized by 
the sheer grandeur of his work.
 As the day progresses the tourists come alive and 
the downtown district of Amsterdam begins to bustle with 
shoppers. The hundreds of bars, restaurants and pastry 

a bakery, for you cannot beat the Dutch when it comes to 
baking. 
 There is a lot to be said about sitting along a busy street 
watching people, while enjoying an espresso and a large, 

Dutch chocolate (make sure you get some serviettes).

 Europe has always been a wonderful place to visit and 
the Netherlands is certainly an excellent starting point, 
especially the port city of Amsterdam. Remember the old 
Dutch saying, “If you’re not Dutch, you’re not much.”



 One of the most exciting and colourful events 
of the summer takes place later this month 
as the Mississaugas of Scugog Island hold 
their 13th annual Pow Wow. The public is 
invited to attend and watch the grand entry, 
experience traditional native dances and 
drum groups, and enjoy the native crafts 
and displays.

Dates: Saturday, July 18, Sunday, July 19
Grand Entry: 12 noon both days
Location: Scugog Island, 1 km past Great Blue Heron
    Charity Casino
Admission: $5.00 each

MISSISSAUGA 

POW POW

Truck & Tractor Pull
Get set for sights, sounds and smells of the Scugog Town-
ship’s biggest and best Tractor and Truck Pull in Blackstock 
this weekend. The two day event this year features a Big 
Truck Show & Shine on Saturday from noon to 5 p.m.
  Dates: Friday & Saturday, July 4 and 5 
 Time: Friday 7:30 p.m. & Saturday 6:30 p.m.
 Location: Blackstock Fairgrounds
 Admission: Adults $8; Kids under 12 - $2.00

Scugog ?What’ s Up`

All dogs and their owners will not want to miss the 7th 
annual Dog Days of Scugog. Dog Days celebrates the 
unique bond that exists between dogs and their people. It 
has grown to be the largest Dog Day in Durham Region. 
Featuring Ontario Dock Dogs, agility demonstrations, 
jack Russell racing, contests, fashion shows and more. 

Dates: Saturday, July 18, Sunday, July 19
Location: Scugog Shores Museum
Admission: $5.00 adults, $3 students/seniors
        Children under 12 free.

DOG DAYS
OF SUMMER

   The annual canoe race down the Nonquon River and into 
Lake Scugog. Novice and professional canoeists can enter 
recreational and competitive categories. 
  Registration takes place at the Latcham Centre on Friday, June 
5 from 6:00 - 9:00 pm and Saturday, June 6 from 6:00 - 9:00 am. 

Dates: Saturday, June 6
Start: 7:00 a.m. sharp
Registration: Latcham Centre, Port Perry
Fee: $40 per canoe or kayak
Information: email: skelly@scugog.ca

    CANOE    

NONQUON

the41st

Join Peter Wokral, chairman of the Heritage Scugog 
Committee, on the 125th anniversary of the July 3, 

the look of the downtown business area.

Heritage Walking Tour

Date: Friday, July 3 - 7:00 p.m.
Starting at:
                181 Perry St., Port Perry

Join the excitement at the 5th An-
nual Dragon Flies Dragon Boat 
Festival. The festival is expect-

ing 1,200+ paddlers to partici-
pate in the Dragon Boat Races 

on Lake Scugog in Port Perry on 
June 20th. The Dragon Flies (breast 

cancer survivors) started and continue to or-
ganize this festival in an effort to promote breast 

cancer awareness, provide resources to support 
local programs and raise funds for local hospitals.

Dragon Boat Festival

Date: Saturday, June 20
Location: Palmer Park, Port Perry

Join Lumiere, Cogsworth, Mrs. Potts and 
Chip as they nurture the relationship be-
tween the Beast and Belle. 
Enjoy classics like Be Our Guest, Beauty 
and the Beast and Gaston. This heart-
warming tale is surely what your summer 
is missing! Directed by Carey Nicholson, 
with musical direction by Carol Salamone.

Dates: July 2 - 4, 9-11, 16-18 at 8 p.m.
Matinee: July 5 & 12 at 2 p.m.
Location: Town Hall 1873, Port Perry
Tickets: $20 each - available at  Meta4 Craft Gallery,  
Port Perry or by calling 905-985-2435 or 1-888-985-2435

Cadenza Productions presents 

Beauty & The Beast
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NORTH DURHAM
EYE CLINIC

189 North St., Port Perry • 905-985-1361
www.drworkman.optometry.net 

All the trusted brands and 
exclusive lines in Sunglasses & Eyewear

ESTABLISHED 1994     •     NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

STAND OUT FROM THE HERD

Quality Craftsmanship 

Available Exclusively at 
North Durham Eye Clinic

Buffalo Horn Eyewear

With Compton Home Phone
• No more phone bills from Bell

• Full 911 emergency access
Plus services included at no additional cost

• Call Display • Call Waiting 
• Last Call Return • Voicemail



MULTI-DAY TOURSMULTI-DAY TOURS

4 DAYS A WEEK!
with pick ups in 
Pickering ~ Ajax 

Oshawa
Port Perry

DAY TRIPPIN’

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

June 4 The Walters Family in Concert
June 9 Caledonia & Port Dover
June 20 Eastern Hills, Buffalo, NY Shopping
June 22 Cruise & Play in Toronto
June 30  “Rock ‘n Roll Drive In” - 

Port Hope Theatre
July 6 Cruise & Play in Ottawa!!
July 8  Let’s Go Cruising!! - 

Penetanguishene

July 14 “On Golden Pond” - Stirling Theatre
July 16 “The Fantasticks” - Keswick
July 20 Ostrich Treats & Winning Streaks
July 23 St. Jacobs Countryside
Aug. 5 A Day in Prince Edward County
Aug. 6 Cruise & Dine in Grand Style
Aug. 15 A Peach of a Celebration!
Aug. 18 CATS at the Stirling Theatre
Aug. 19 “Country Legends” - 
 King’s Wharf Theatre

  DANIEL O’DONNELL IN ALBANY, NY
 3 Days  ~ Aug. 9-11, 2009 Only $675.00 p.p.

THE BEST OF CHICAGO
 5 Days  ~ Aug. 18-22, 2009 Only $1265.00 p.p.

NEW YORK! NEW YORK!
 4 Days  ~ Sept. 11-14, 2009 Only $1145.00 p.p.

DREAM CATCHER EXPRESS!
 3 Days ~ Sept. 30 - Oct. 2, 2009  Only $650.00 p.p. 

“Jersey Boys” 
in Toronto at theToronto Centre for the Arts
July 29, 2009

WE HAVE ARRIVED IN 
PORT PERRY!

EXTENDED UNTIL JULY 31, 2009
The Dental Centres are offering a 

FREE professional teeth whitening 
system valued at $350.00*

CALL TO BOOK YOUR 
APPOINTMENT.

“Your Confi dent Smile 
is Our Goal.”

15930 Old Simcoe Road
Port Perry

905-985-7777
www.thedentalcentre.ca

*upon completion of  a complete new patient exam – xrays, 
professional cleaning and enrollment into our continuing care program. 

We use the Opalescence whitening system.  This offer expires July 31, 2009.

TORONTO STREET

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

STOUFFVILLE

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

SUNDERLAND

26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161

Other locations 
to serve you:
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905-985-8451

238 Queen St., 
Downtown Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE
Meet Our Dental Hygienists

Front:  Jill,  Brenna,  Kate;   Back:  Leslie,  Judy,  Shona,  Angela,  Kimberlee

   
Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr. C. Banfield

Dr.  J. Hardy 
Dr.  J. Isenberg 

Dr.  Edward King 
Orthodontist
Dr.  Thomas McIntyre 
Periodontist

Dr.  G. Gales



“The greatest reward is obviously seeing the children matched with a volunteer. It’s 
the ultimate reward, to see the smile on a child’s face when they are matched up 

with someone. Children need to be guided, supported and mentored. I believe  
in that with all my heart. Everyone needs a mentor growing up.”

DEB PROCTOR
In reaction to the announcement of her resignation as executive director

of the Big Brothers - Big Sisters of North Durham.

Quote
of the month
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Cover Picture
This month’s cover picture 
literally stares right back at 
you. The majestic bird is a 
barn owl and it is owned by 
the Dulong family of Green-
bank. The Dulongs take this 
bird, ‘Stella’ and other birds 
around to schools to educate 
children about nature and our 
environment.

Photo J. Peter Hvidsten
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Articles in Focus are timely and interesting
Hi Folks
 Talk about timing!
 On Friday May 29th I witnessed - and heard, they are 
loud - a pair of Sandhill Cranes fly over my end of town.
 I was wondering if they were there as part of the Opera-
tion Migration efforts and how that effort was going. Then, 
there in the June Focus on Scugog was a story (Mr. Duff goes 
to Washington) answering my questions. Nice to see their 
efforts rewarded at that level.
 On Sunday May 31st I was taking a few pictures along 
the waterfront and took a picture of the Dragon Flies racing 
canoe and the passenger ship Woodman.
 At the time, I wondered about the dragon boat races and 
how the Woodman tours were going.
 Once again, there in the June Focus on Scugog were the 
answers in stories about each. More success.
 Just to let you know the articles are, as ever, timely. Keep 
them coming.

Skip Pothier 
Port Perry

Dear Focus,
 Thank you so much for the wonderful story Jonathan 
van Bilsen did on our friend Terry MacDonald (Swingin’ Se-
nior) in the June issue of Focus on Scugog.  She was thrilled.  
In just a few days of the story coming out in the magazine, 
Terry has had several people congratulate her.
  We have received numerous comments on how well the 
story was written. We will be sure to let you know when 
she gets her 5th hole-in-one!
  Thanks once again,

Nancy Thompson,  Joan Cowdy, 
Bill, & Rosemary Spencer

Port Perry

Great reaction to story on senior golfer 

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

www.waggfuneralhome.com

WAGG
  FUNERAL HOME

Port Perry’s Locally Owned & Operated Funeral Home

216 Queen Street, 
Port Perry

905-985-2171     
1-800-377-9139

•  
•  

•  

•  

SUMMER SPECIAL

$30 OFF
   a day of luxury

56 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-7727

www.lakewindsspa.ca

Spa Pedicure • Spa Manicure
Organic Facial

Aromatherapy Massage
Light Lunch will be Served

w i t h  S a b r i n a

•  Family owned and operated since 1969
• Member Gentek Premium Renovator 

Gold Club Program
•  Strong, written warranties
• Part of the Energy Star and 

Power Smart Programs

Allen’s Siding 
Products Limited

A SINCE 1969

S A L E S  &  I N S TA L L AT I O N

178 Reach Industrial Park
Port Perry • 905-985-3333       www.allenssiding.ca

OUR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES:
Windows • Doors • Trough • Awnings 

Solariums  • Roofs • Decks • Sunrooms



Musician’s Corn 

 Paul and Charlene Wasson really know how to 
throw a party.  
 Every year, on the second Sunday in August 
– always within days of their wedding anniver-
sary – the couple prepare for as many as 1,500 
guests on the expansive lawn adjacent to their 
rural Blackstock home.  But it’s a safe bet that 
few, if any, of the attendees will acknowl-
edge the Wassons’ personal milestone.  
 On the other hand, everyone at the 
annual Musicians’ Corn Roast will know 
the name Larry Dee. The event, after all, 
celebrates his life and memory.
 “Larry was one of Canada’s premier 
pedal steel guitar players,” Paul explains.  
“We toured as a country trio – his wife was 
the other half of the ‘Larry Dee & Dottie’ 
billing – for three years.  He died of a heart 
attack in 1987.”
 Sometimes, good comes of a tragedy.  
Dee’s passing sparked the creation of a gath-
ering in his memory which has endured, in 
fact has grown exponentially, in the 22 years 
which have followed.
 “An entertainer and promoter friend, Chet 
Adams, and I agreed we shouldn’t be mourning 
Larry, but instead celebrating his life. I invited 
maybe 40 couples to a private function that sum-
mer, all entertainers and their spouses. At the end, 
we ‘passed the hat’ and donated the proceeds to the 
Heart & Stroke Foundation. That was the start.”
 Years of experience in country music as a 
singer, bassist, and front man allowed Paul 
Wasson to easily contact many fellow 
musicians.  And they enthusiasti-
cally answered the call to his 
Larry Dee benefit.  As well, he 
owned a large open field on 
the west side of his three-acre 
property to accommodate a 
sizable gathering.

Paul and Charlene throw 
22nd annual summer  
party in memory of 
their friend Larry Dee

Roast

Please turn to page 4
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 “We called it the ‘Musicians’ Corn Roast’ because it’s a meeting place for performers.  Usually, 
these people know each other, and this gives them a chance to catch up all together.  It’s very 
laid-back, so they can just relax and have fun.”
 Every year, the event grew, as the original invitees brought friends – free of charge, pot luck, 
BYOB and lawn chair.  In the fourth year, it exploded, and we had 600-700 people.”
 Ironically, the event was threatened by its own success. The Heart & Stroke Foundation 
withdrew insurance coverage for the “third-party charity.” Lacking insurance and facing an 
increased workload due to the event’s size, Paul faced a stiff challenge until the Port Perry Lions 
Club contributed its support. “Some Lions members had attended past corn roasts, so we had a 
favourable audience for our presentation.  In the end, they agreed to take over the food, conces-
sions, and games.  The proceeds went to the Lions Club, and I kept control of the entertainment 
aspect.”
 Paul also learned to, in his words, “work smart” in order to minimize the costs of running the 
event.  Local businesses contributed valuable components to its success: Tony Janssen of Port Perry 
Printing creates free posters every year; Ken Byers supplies portable toilets; Ken Murray of Murray 
Electric wired the site.  Paul purchased a 45-foot trailer – for all intents and purposes, it was a do-
nation from Oshawa’s Road Runner Equipment, he says – which now serves as a permanent stage.
 An armload of posters and a pair of roadside signs are the only formal promotional tools at 
Paul’s disposal.  Word of mouth takes care of the rest, ensuring the continued good health of an 
event which attracts people from as far away as North Carolina.
 Its musical lineup is traditional country.  
 “I do like some ‘New Country,’” Paul admits, “But among those contemporary artists, I prefer 
the more traditional sounds like Alan Jackson and George Strait.  Also, classics like George Jones 
and Porter Wagoner.”
 Recently, the scope of the Corn Roast expanded beyond music. Like the original event, this 
addition had its start in tragic death.
 “Our friends, Liz and Larry Johnson, were killed in a motorcycle accident, so the ‘show ‘n’ 
shine’ is dedicated to them.  Asselstine’s Yamaha sponsors it.”
 The Corn Roast, despite tremendous growth, has retained many of its simple roots. Charlene 
works the gate while friends and family pitch in with various tasks. Admission is a mere $10 
(“and we’ve never bothered charging for kids,” Charlene says) with no advance sales.  
 The musicians, including this year’s headliner Mike Pollard, are still “paid” solely with the 
enjoyment of gathering in a relaxed atmosphere with their peers.  
 Pot luck supper has been replaced by 60 dozen ears of corn – “best in the country,” Paul 
declares – served by the Lions. 
 And what would Larry Dee think of the event he inspired, still prospering in his memory 22 
years later?
 “He’d have a good chuckle to see how it’s grown from modest beginnings, I’m sure,” Paul 
says.  “But at the same time, I know he’d be honoured and humbled.”
 The 22nd annual 2009 Musicians’ Corn Roast runs from noon, Sunday, August 9, rain or shine, 
4790 McKee Road, Blackstock.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

Some of the many artists lined up for the annual Corn Roast include - from top to 
bottom - Mike Pollard, Bill Johnson, Paul Evans, Jim and Kathy Vailancourt

Corn Roast - continued from page 3

Bring your lawn chair and join us at the Rotary Gazebo every 
Wednesday evening at Palmer Park July 8 through August 12 
for a FREE evening of  music and entertainment featuring 
some of  Durham’s most requested entertainers! 

Highlights of  the Swingin’ Summer Concert 

Wednesday evenings at Palmer Park!

July 8: Irwin Smith
July 15: Cathy Pavlik & Friends
July 22: Two Guys and an iPod

July 29: Flute Punch - Kathy Kay
August 5: Scott Handel
August 12: Irwin Smith

905-985-2002
www.portperryvilla.com

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

  Another FREE
community event presented by…
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ORT PERRY in the summer. It doesn’t get much bet-
ter than that - and since there haven’t been too many 

changes over the past this month Changing Faces takes a 
look at the state of vacancies as part of the changing commer-
cial landscape of the community.
 Despite all the positive news, it’s hard not to notice the 
number of vacant stores around town. A recent drive through 
Port Perry’s commercial sector revealed at least nine empty 
storefronts. 
 The empty units include the former JDK Gaming vacated 
last year at 1874 Scugog St.; the former Tansi Orthopedic Centre 
in Port Perry Plaza and on the north side of Scugog St., the  
Liquid8or, which was located beside Dairy Queen.
 Moving onto Water St. we find a number of vacant prem-
ises, including: 84 Water St. formerly occupied by Essence of 
Beauty; 52 Water St, occupied by Green Apple Cabinets before 
they moved one door south, and the space at 112 Water St. 
recently vacated by Reflect Day Spa. Still along this stretch we 

find two vacant units at 126 Water St., one vacated by Curves 
for Women when they moved some time back, and immedi-
ately beside that space, the former Craven Food Services site.
 And on the main drag, the Kid’s Cupboard has moved into 
the former Henshall’s Clothing location at 241 Queen St., leav-
ing their former space next door at 239 Queen St. empty.
 Sorry to report that The Boarding Hut has just closed its 
store in the MacDonald’s Plaza south of town after a number 
of years at that location.
 West of town in the North Port Industrial site, just off 
Reach Rd., DLS Enterprises have moved down the road into 
Unit 10 at 182 North Port Rd. DLS are suppliers of janitorial 
safety products.
 Also outside of the downtown core, Brandon Junkin has 
opened Lakeview Marina, selling used boats, at 1185 Regional 
Road 21, beside the Country Style Donuts shop in Manchester.
 That’s it until next month!

P 

Changing

Scugog’s lakefront welcomes summer

905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry 

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Dwayne Hooper BSc, DC

! Relief for back, neck,
 joint & muscle pain, 
& headaches…

! Treatment of sports, work, 
accident injuries, 
& arthritic pain

! Gentle & safe treatments 
including rehab and 
custom orthotics
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 Scugog is home to numerous won-
derful and unique individuals, and the 
Dulong family is no exception. 
 Chris and Debbie Dulong are licensed 
falconers who moved to Scugog five 
years ago and instantly knew this was the 
place they were going to call home. 
 The couple met as co-workers at a 
large conservation and wildlife rehabili-
tation centre in Halton Region, which 
provided ‘Birds of Prey’ education 
programs for children.
 Warm, funny and passionate, their 
mutual love and commitment to both 
wildlife and the environment fuelled a 
relationship and they have now been 
married for 12 years. 
 Deb became pregnant soon after she 
and Chris were married. Then, back-to- 
back maternity leaves, spanning close 
to three years, kept Deb away from the 
work she loved, teaching kids about 
birds, wildlife and their relationship to 
the environment. 
 During that time, Chris moved on 
to the Toronto Zoo, initially caring for 
birds, but soon moving on to the African 
Pavilion and developing expertise with 
elephants. He is currently president of 
the Elephant Managers Association. 
 Their family has always included 
a menagerie of animals; cats, dogs and 
of course, birds! Their two daughters, 
Emily, 10 and Sarah, 8, share the same 
love and dedication for animals as their 
parents, and display a maturity not 
often seen in kids their age. 
 The young girls possess a deep 
appreciation for nature and the role 
their birds play in it. Emily and Sarah 
both spend countless hours helping 
to care for the birds with their parents 
and have tagged along on presentations 
since they were babies.
 Currently, the Dulongs provide 
a home for a number of bird species. 
There’s a barn owl, Stella, who joined 

the family when she was just a few 
days old. The fledgling actually im-
printed on Deb who took care of all of 
its basic needs. In fact, she was the first 
thing the newborn owl saw when its 
eyes first cleared. 
 Although bred in captivity, these 
birds are not domesticated, they are 
not pets and not treated as such. Given 
the very best professional care, they are 
viewed as ambassadors to birds in the 
wild, and in turn they foster an appre-
ciation in children for these amazing 
creatures and their habitat. 
 Each bird has its own enclosure, 
suited to its individual needs and are 
free-flying. Many of the birds are used 
for falconry and are flown daily to hunt 
during the season.  
 Deb’s commitment to providing 
education for children has paved the 
way for the creation of ‘SOAR-Birds of 
Prey’; an affordable education program 
for kids of all ages. 
 At the wildlife centre it always both-
ered Deb that kids paid more for the bus 
trip to the centre, than they did for the 
program, and her showings were very 
dependent on good weather. So, she de-
cided to take her show to the classroom. 
 “This way I can come to them, right 
into their classrooms” Deb explains.
  All decisions made about the pro-
grams are based around the welfare of 
the birds. 
 “These birds have taught literally 
thousands of children over the past 10 
years to take better care of our planet. 
They learn not only about the role of 
falconry in the middle ages, but they 
leave knowing that birds of prey sit at 
the top of the food chain, and are excel-
lent environmental indicators toward 
the health of our eco-system. If some-
thing goes wrong with them, you know 
something is really wrong with our

Educating kids about birds of prey 
a natural extension of the Dulong
family’s love for nature’s animals

 Emily with “Gwen” the peregrine falcon.
 Opposite page is picture of “Cody”,  

a beautiful red tailed hawk. 

Sarah, with her favourite bird, “Stella” 
a colourful barn owl.

Please turn to page 8
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Proudly 
Canadian
and local

Christine & Terry Vos
Owner/Operator

Terry & Christine and all the staff have been working hard 
to provide you with a bright, airy and attractive shopping 

environment. Come on in and see our newly renovated store 
designed to save you shop time, provide value, 

and help to make your shopping a pleasant experience. 

Creating a 
Better

Shopping
Environment

For You!

YOUR NEIGHBOUR
S

OW
NE

D & OPERATED BY

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry
Open from 7:00am to 10:00pm

Over 21 Years Experience 
Designing Dream Kitchens.

Kitchens For All Budgets.
Silestone & Granite

Countertops
Drop In For Your 

Free Design Appointment
48 Water St., Port Perry

905-985-3767
www.green-apple.ca

Birds of Prey continued from page 7
 environment,” she continues.
 Deb realizes that while having falcons in their family for 
the past 20 years is rather ordinary for them, it is extraordi-
nary for the children that take part in her education pro-
grams. The gratification and joy she gets from the kids she 
teaches is evident. 
 Caring for falcons is a truly extraordinary privilege for 
the family and having the opportunity to teach children 
about these amazing creatures is both timely and relevant, 
given the current state of our planet. 
 For more information about Birds of Prey and Soar edu-
cational programs go to www.soarbirdsofprey.com 

By Tammy Horvath
Special to Focus on Scugog

Bev shows off the beautiful red tail of Cody, the red tailed hawk.
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      Canadian Blood Services, 
operators of the Port Perry 
Blood Donor clinics, are now 
holding monthly clinics in 
Port Perry and need your 
help. Donors are able to give 
their gift of life every 56 

days. Mobile blood donor clinics are being held 
at the Scugog Community Centre, 1655 Reach 
Street, between 1:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Ap-
pointments are preferred but not necessary, and 
it only takes about an hour of your time.
  On average, every 60 seconds someone in 
Canada requires blood or blood components. To 
help aleviate this need, blood donor clinics in Port 
Perry for the remainder of this year will take place 
Wednesdays, on the following dates: July 8, August 
12, September 9, October 14, November 11 and 
December 9.

1

something we think is worth 
knowing...  just in case you 

didn’t already know!

 The Port Perry Artists’ Association held their annual “Art at the Waterfront” show 
on June 13 and 14 in the Latcham Centre at Port Perry’s waterfront. Some of the 
artists in attendance include the ladies pictured above, from left, Carolyn Gutteridge 
of Prince Albert, June Hayne from Scugog Island, and Kathleen White of Washburn 
Island.

In The News...

Bottle your wine for
Summer 
Celebrations
White - Red - Blush - Zinfandel
All kits include: tax, corks, shrinks, and labels

Lisandras
Winemaking at its BEST

38 Water St., 
Port Perry
905-985-1197

~ SERVING SCUGOG SINCE 1997 ~

 Cadenza Productions has picked the charming Disney 
classic Beauty and the Beast to charm the audiences of Scugog 
Township starting this week at Town Hall 1873.
 So “be our guest” at this musical spectacular July 2-4,  
7-9, 16-18 at 8 p.m. Matinees 5 & 12 at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
available at Meta4 Contemporary Craft Gallery, 200 Queen 
St.  Port Perry (905) 985-2435. Tickets are $20 for all seats.
 After our matinee performances come down to the Pa-
tron’s Lounge to meet Belle, Beast and the entire enchanted 
bunch! Bring your cameras and you can take a picture with 
your favourite character from the show!

Beauty and the Beast

ACUPUNCTURE
For the relief of stress, aches and pains, repetitive strain injuries 

and to help accelerate post-surgery recovery.
 Also o! ering acupressure massage, acupuncture without the needles.

Treat the root of the problem  –  not just the symptom.

Healing Points Acupuncture
Susanne Schmid, Certifi ed and Registered Acupuncturist

 Call for appointment:   905 244 4336
1894 Scugog St., (Food Basics Plaza) Port Perry



FINNAMIC
HEALTHY FOOTWEAR

THAT PROMOTES FITNESS

AND WELL-BEING

Finnamic shoes are personal trainers 
for your feet. Gentle on joints, knees, 
disks and spine, they help tone and 
strengthen muscles to make you fi t 
for the day’s demands.  Step by step 
the convex sole design helps increase 
strength and stamina.

168-178 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2521

www.brocks.ca

Mark Your Calendars
TENT SALE

Fri. July 24th & Sat July 25th

Brits on the Lake
Sun Aug 9th

MEN & WOMEN

lawlesslawless
Dry Cleaners

 Inc.
Alterations

at

25%
OFF

DRYCLEANING

14500 Simcoe St., Port Perry
905-985-9956

Dry cleaning only. See store for details.

UP TO

50%
OFF

www.jillianathome.com

SALE
NOW IN PROGRESS

SUMMER

JILLIAN’S AT HOME

JILLIAN’S DOWNTOWN
&

VISIT OUR
CONSIGNMENT CLOTHING

Children to size 16
Ladies casual to maternity

   NEW!!!!
Men’s Wear

241 QUEEN ST., PORT PERRY    905-985-7707

T R E E C Y C L E 100% R E C Y C L E D
S E A T B E LT

141 Perry St., Port Perry
905.982.0629
www.overhershoulder.com

141 Perry St., Port Perry
905.982.0629
www.overhershoulder.com

KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
                all year round
   Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
                   Prom, Evening 
                        Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

13th Anniversary Sale

Family Fashion Feature

S H O P  L O C A L
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 Canoe the Nonquon has come and gone for another 
year, but the 2009 version turned out to be one of the best 
in recent years, attracting 96 entries.
 Water levels along Nonquon River were extremely 
high this year, forcing competitors to lay flat in their 
canoes and kayaks to get under the bridge along the 12th 
concession.  
 Organizers were extremely happy with the results of 
this year’s race, especially with the entries which were up 
from the past couple of years.
 In the winner’s circle are the names and times of com-
petitors who placed first in each of their classes:
• C1 Class: Stan Anusiewicz - 2:20:23
• C2 Class: Bob Vincent and Gwyn Hayman - 2:16:56
• Kayak Men: John Flegg - 2:32:38
• Kayak Women: Susan Sutherland - 3:17:56
• Family Jr. & Sr.:Mike Kennedy and Mike Kennedy - 
 2:37:16
• Men: Bill Haynes & Cameron Haynes - 2:26:41

• Women: Karen Hannivan & Andrea Keay - 2:33:39
• Mixed Couples: Mike & Mackenzie Freeman - 2:28:38
• River Only: Richard Vendrig & Kurt Vendrig - 1:52:11
• 40 or Better: Stephen Hebert and Lynn Hebert -
 2:31:02
Other award winners were:
• Aileen Kane Award (most memorable racers at Seagrave
 Bridge): Nicole Compton & Hailey Fralick
• Jack Kane Award (fastest time in 17 & Under class):
 Jesse Hanson & Zachary Hutcheson in 1:53:43.
• Yvonne Christie Award (most sponsor money raised):

- Cameron Haynes raised $565.00 and won a one night 
accommodation package from the Nestleton Waters Inn.
- Mike & Colleen Brock raised the second highest in 
sponsorship pledges ($250.00) and won two paddles 
donated by Grey Owl Paddles in Cambridge.
- David & Wendy Hatherley raised the third highest  
in sponsorship pledges ($240.00) and won a Super 
Family Pass to the CNE.

Canoe the Nonquon 2009 results

 Dr. Gord and Cathy Mercer, above, make their way along a stretch of the Nonquon 
River during Canoe the Nonquon, held on June 6. At left, Cathy Brauer takes the same 
stretch in her kayak. This year’s race was one of the best in recent years, with 96  
canoes registered for this year’s event.     Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

Carpet

Sale Now On

1918 Scugog St., Port Perry
905-985-2451

Hardwood

     Flooring 

Starting at $3.99sq ft
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 It’s that time of year again when it’s not uncommon to see Canada 
geese grazing along the lakefront in Port Perry, on most township golf 
courses and of course along side of small lakes and ponds. And while 
we sometimes get annoyed at the mess these large birds leave behind, 
we couldn’t resist sharing this picture with you. Unlike increased secu-

rity at the borders of Canada and USA these days, this family of geese 
found no barrier or guards as they crossed the Town Line Road, south 
of town, easily moving from Whitby into the Township of Scugog – no 
questions asked. Not that we don’t like visitors to Scugog, but enough 
is enough!                                                              Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Scugog’s Unsecured Boundary

905-985-8474
10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry

GM CANADA IS HERE TO STAY!
Leaner, Greener, Faster, Stronger
WE’RE HERE TO SERVE YOU!

USED
CAR SALE
NOW ON!
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Thumbs Down - to people who insist on abusing the use of 
parking spaces reserved for disabled individuals. Twice in 
the past month we’ve seen drivers park in spaces marked 
with the familiar blue logo, then exit their vehicle and pro-

ceed to their destination showing no sign of any impairment. It 
leaves us wondering how many healthy persons are abusing the 
disabled parking permits. They just don’t seem to get it!

Thumbs Up to the new children’s playground and splash pad 
near the Kinsmen Beach in Palmer Park. What an amaz-
ing facility for our community. Can’t say we’ve seen any-
thing better in any town the size of Port Perry. There may 

be critics who disagree with the hefty price tag for the ‘children’s 
play area’, but this facility should serve the needs of the commu-
nity for years to come. Well done! Just wish we were younger.

Thumbs Down - to the new 13 percent Ontario Harmonized 
Sales Tax (HST), coming one year from this month. This 
new blended PST/GST will cover a range of services 
previously exempt from the sales tax, such as gasoline, 

heating fuel, fast food, magazines, taxi fares, dry cleaning and 
new homes costing over $400,000. With the current state of 
the economy, this is not the time for the government to snatch 
more from the public purse with an unnecessary tax grab!

Thumbs Up to the Baagwating Community Association for their 
generous donation of $29,000 to the Scugog Lake Stew-
ards. The funding will enable the SLS to begin the “Milfoil 
Weevil Project” in Lake Scugog this summer. The one 

year pilot project will help determine the effectiveness of using 
microscopic weevils to help combat the invasive exotic water 
plant, Eurasian Watermilfoil. 

Thumbs Down - to the deplorable state of the boardwalk dock 
in front of the Latcham Centre along the lakefront. The 
boardwalk, now blocked off with pylons and yellow tape, 
has been a safety hazard for the past couple of sum-

mers. We realize this great feature of the waterfront is scheduled 
for redevelopment as part of the waterfront project, but it really 
needs immediate attention.

Thumbs Up to Deb Proctor, the retiring executive director of Big 
Brothers-Big Sisters of North Durham. Deb’s dedication 
to the agency and her passion to help youth over the past 
six plus years has been instrumental in almost doubling 
the youth being helped. She will be sorely missed at the 

helm of the agency by everyone she worked along side. Good 
luck and thanks Deb. Lakeridge Health will only be better be-
cause you are on their team.

Thumbs Down - this one comes from a reader who suggests 
we give Tim Horton’s in Port Perry a ‘thumbs down’ for 

the paper cup the drink was made in.  These customers might 
be getting the 10 percent discount, but it negates Tim’s intended 

Thumbs

9 HOLES 
AND A

ROAST BEEF
DINNER

 $30.00
Call for reservation

1430 King St., Port Perry
(Prince Albert)

905-985-2234

Sunnybrae
G o l f   C o u r s e

www.sunnybraegolfcourse.com

Every Sunday This Summer…

Also Available:
12 x 12 

Floor Tiles
3 x 6  Subway 

Wall Tiles
Cabinet Knobs

Fireplace 
Face Kits 

& Hearths

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville ON
905-640-6213   •   1-866-421-4425

www.soapstoneontario.com

granite, marble, slate, hanstone, silestone, caesarstone, & zodiac countertops

Visit our showroom for a personal demonstration of the 

SEEING IS BELIEVING
Come on in: 
Mon. - Thurs. 8-5, Fri. 8-4:30

DON’T SETTLE FOR ORDINARY

The perfect countertop for a busy lifestyle.

Luxury Countertops
within a 1/2 hour drive

Jester’s Court
279 Queen St., 

Port Perry
$20.00

(incl. tip & tax)

For reservations call Joan Elliott:  905-728-4220

Ask some girlfriends, a neighbour, a co-worker, your mom 
or your sister for some “Girlfriend Time” to include:

Dinner:  With your choice of pre-selected entreés
Makeover:  A “NEW” look for the “NEW YOU”

Wednesday July 15 - 6:15 pm
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Taylor Forder 
Insurance Brokers
Ltd.

www.taylorforder.com

Mattress
OUTLET
Pillow Pedic 2” Pillow Top

180 Casimir St., Port Perry

905-985-6023

QUEEN $300.
DOUBLE $250.

TWIN $200.

Made in
Canada

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

Warranty Available 
Good, reliable certified 

vehicles from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house 
leasing 
available

 The Highlands of Durham Games will be kicking-off 
their 14th year of family fun and Celtic celebrations on July 
25 - 26  at Elgin Park in Uxbridge.
 This year’s festivities, as in years past, will bring thou-
sands of visitors to the area for one of the best community 
and heritage events in Ontario.
 The attractions range from massed bands - hundreds of 
pipers and drummers marching in full regalia at noon and 
five every day - to highland dancing, heavy games, dog and 
livestock exhibitions and the annual British Car Show.
 There’s something for every age and every stage, includ-
ing live music from the Highland Games House Bands, Poor 
Angus, who will be playing throughout the weekend, as 
well as local vendors and businesses who have the opportu-
nity to sell food, drink, and crafts to visitors.
 “The Games are a tremendous opportunity for genera-
tions of Canadians to come together and celebrate Celtic, 
Highland and Scottish Heritage - whether it’s their own 
heritage, or their neighbours,“ said Durham Games spokes-
person Steve Harrison.
 The Durham Games draws visitors and competitors 
from across Ontario, Canada, and from many U.S. states. In 
addition, the Durham Games donate some of their proceeds 
to local hospitals and to Windreach Farm. The Games are 
non-profit and almost entirely volunteer-run, making this a 
true community event in the best sense.

Highland of Durham Games 
kick-off in Uxbridge July 25

Play in our backyard!

Hosted by:

SUNRISE CEREMONY:
BOTH MORNINGS     

GRAND ENTRY: 12 NOON

BRING
OWN LAWN

CHAIRS

ABSOLUTELY NO ALCOHOL 
NO DRUGS - NO PETS

Location:
Island Rd., Port Perry

Pow Wow Grounds 
are 1 km past the
Great Blue Heron 

Charity Casino.

                 1 3 t h  A n n u a l

POW WOW
SATURDAY, JULY 18

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2009

Admission: $5.00

Food and Craft Vendors
Rough Camping Available – 
Call Melanie: 905-985-3337

META4 
Contemporary Craft Gallery
200 Queen Street, Port Perry

905-985-1534
info@meta4gallery.ca

Art classes for all ages

Spectacular

Summer
Art Camp

           Upcoming 
Dinner Dance Cruises

Country - July 4
French Riviera - July 11 

British Invasion - July 24 
Rat Pack - July 31

Book early and save 10%
Call for reservations at 905-982-1106 

or book online at www.scugogcruises.com

Elvis Tribute - July 10
Caribbean - July 17

Mambo Italiano - July 25          

Clean water. Green future.

Let’s get something perfectly clear –
Your Water!
We supply a complete line of equipment including…
Water Softeners, Iron Filters, Reverse Osmosis, 
Ultra Violet Lamps, Gas Removers, Pumps, 
Pressure Tanks & Supplies

FREE

VIO Systems • 1894 Scugog Street, Unit 1, Port Perry
905-985-4900 or 1-888-468-1336 • www.ecowater.ca
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MIRACLE WATER
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Since 1925.

Why not save 
gas and take 

advantage
of the many 
events that 

are happening 
over the 

summer right 
here in our 

own backyard. 
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The Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 170 presents 

The Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 170 presents 

Ribfest

The 2nd Annual

IN Elgin Park
 Friday,July 17  - 4pm - 10pm

Saturday, July 18 - 11am to 10pm

Sunday, July 19 - 11am to 7pm

Free AdmissionFree Admission

live ENTERTAINMENT
Youth Talent Contest

food vendors
craft vendors

Uxbridge Lions club pancake breakfast - Sat & Sun  8am - noon

Midway
Car show

UXBRIDGE

           Hermann Laue Spice Company Ron Noble Insurance Peck Bros. Ltd.
Uxbridge Shell The Flooring Barn Precision Auto Finishing         GTA MIDWAYS

L

FOR MORE INFO VISIT www.uxbridge.com/ribfest

Classic Car Show - Sun 10 am - 4pm

live ENTERTAINMENT
Youth Talent Contest

food vendors
craft vendors

Uxbridge Lions club pancake breakfast - Sat & Sun  8am - noon

Midway
Car show

Classic Car Show - Sun 10 am - 4pm

Uxbridge
T I M E S - J O U R N A L

 Relay For Life, held at the Sunder-
land Fairgrounds on June 12 brought 
out a record number of teams and 
participants and raised more funds to 
combat cancer than ever thought pos-
sible! 
 Together, we raised an astound-
ing $170,000 which will have a huge 
impact on those living with cancer and 
will help us continue the important 
research needed to learn more about 
this disease.
 Opening ceremonies drew more 
than 1,000 people and 70 teams taking 
part, compared to 38 teams last year.  
Almost 100 local cancer survivors 
donned their yellow shirts, forming a 
sea of hope as they took the first lap 
of the event, the survivors victory lap, 
amid smiles, tears, cheers and hugs! 
 The Luminary ceremony, where 
we take a moment to remember the 
loved ones we’ve lost, was spectacu-
lar and breathtaking; thousands of 
luminaries lined the track and the 
word ‘HOPE’ lit up the grandstands in 
a giant luminaria display. 
 The musical entertainment, games, 
competitions and activities drew huge 
crowds. Head shaves brought more 

Relay for
Life North  
Durham a 
massive  
success!

Please turn to page 20

186 Casimir St., Port Perry
905-985-9130 

Purchase a Botox Cosmetic 
     Procedure or Filler…

     Receive a FREE Facial or Pedicure*

Earn points towards services with our valued Client Card.

Experience it.™

*some conditions apply

BEFORE                                          AFTER

CALL FOR JULY SPECIALS

FDA Approved
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1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry

Seniors Discount – 
10% (Tuesdays)

10”
Hanging Baskets

Million Bells
Fuchsias

Wave Petunias
Geraniums

 New Guinea Impatiens
and many more!

3 for $40.00 or
4 for $50.00

Clearance on all 
Shrubs

Starting at $14.99 or
2 for $25.00

Wall Bags
Starting at

2 for $25.00
reg. $14.99

Huge Assortment of
Perennials

Lilies
Campanula
Coreopsis
Grasses

Assortment
 of Large

12” Mixed
Hanging Baskets

July Specials

Brian’s Towing

24 Hour
Service

151 Reach Industrial Park Road, Port Perry 
905-985-2243 • 905-985-8566

“Locally owned and operated since 1967”
Continuing with tradition, Brian’s Towing is a family run business 

focused on towing and recovery. The fleet of 6 vehicles includes light- 
and medium-duty recovery units and one car carrier to service a wide 
range of vehicles and equipment. All trucks are late model Chevy 1 ton 
extended cabs and International mid-duty’s.

Owner Bob Hoare purchased the company in 2005 from the original 
owners. Their son David Fulford, as well as Campbell Brown, Bob, and 
his son Lee strive to maintain the same level of service provided for over 
40yrs. Lee’s wife Rebecca as well as Archie Ewing provide 24hr live 
dispatch service. 

Brian’s Towing is contracted to the Durham Regional Police Services 
as well as providing service for CAA, various other auto clubs, auto 
dealerships, body shops and the general public. We can be reached 
24hrs a day, 365 days a year for all of your towing needs. 

“Get Hooked on Our Service”

Bob, Lee and
           Boomer

 Kawartha Conservation has plans to protect the  
Nonquon River and the surrounding land that drains to it.
 The Nonquon River Fisheries Management Plan is about 
protecting and enhancing fish and fish habitat in the river 
and promoting the economic benefits of a healthy fishery. 
It includes recommendations on fish habitat conservation, 
restoration and development.
 The Nonquon River Watershed Plan has a broader focus 
on various natural and cultural resources. It identifies op-
portunities for restoration, preservation and stewardship of 
natural resources, and guides potential future development 
on the land that drains to the river.
 For each of these plans, Kawartha Conservation relies 
on public participation and involvement at each stage of the 
planning process. You can help guide the planning process 
and influence recommendations for protection, restoration 
and management of the Nonquon River and watershed.
 To learn more about these plans and provide input, join 
Kawartha Conservation at one of two open houses:
 • SEAGRAVE - July 14 from 6:30 – 9:00 at the  
      Seagrave Clubhouse, 53 Coryell St.
 • UTICA - July 16, from 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. at Utica Hall.
 Follow-up discussions will take place after presentations 
on each of the plans.
 Visit www.kawarthaconservation.com for more informa-
tion or call 705-328-2271.

Open houses outline plans 
for future of Nonquon River 



13th
Annual

Saturday & Sunday
July 18-19, 2009

Island Road, Port Perry
Pow Wow grounds 1 km past Casino

Come out and enjoy traditional native dances, 
drum groups, native crafts and displays.

Sunrise Ceremony both mornings
Grand Entry 12 noon

Admission $5

Everyone
Welcome!

Bring your own lawn chairs.

MISSISSAUGAS OF SCUGOG ISLAND

905-985-1210
20-22 Water St.,

Port Perry

Family 
Restaurant

All Day Breakfast

Family 
Restaurant

All Day Breakfast

Red RibbonRed Ribbon

Family Family 

Congratulations 
to the Mississaugas of 

Scugog Island First Nation 
on the 13th Annual Pow Wow

Suite 1, 1 Brock St. E., Uxbridge
905-852-9714 • www.bdo.ca

      13th Annual

    Pow 
   Wow

204 Casimir St., Port Perry
www.callerygroup.com

905-985-4028

Scugog Memorial 
Public Library

231 Water St., 
Port Perry  

905-
985-7686

Thanks
for inviting
 Scugog to 

experience your 
13th Mississauga 

Pow Wow!

16121 Island Rd., 
Port Perry
905-985-7386

We appreciate 
the diverse culture 

the First Nations bring 
to our community.

HAIR & BODY WORKS

POW WOW

On behalf of the Mayor, 
Members of Council and residents 

of Scugog Township, we take great pride in 
embracing the unique and colourful heritage of 

the Mississaugas of Scugog Island and extend best 
wishes and hopes that the “Great Spirit” will bless 

and look over your Scugog Island Pow Wow.
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 A full day of events and activities greet-
ed visitors to WindReach Farm on June 
13 for the 20th anniversary of the facility 
designed to meet the needs of individuals 
with different abilities.
 His Honour David C. Onley, the Lieu-
tenant Governor of Ontario made a visit 
during the day and is seen at left on a 
tour of WindReach Farm with its founder 
Sandy Mitchell.
 Throughout the day visitors were 
treated to performances by the Famous 
People Players in the Barn Museum, and 
a variety of musical, dancing and other 
demonstrations.
 WindReach Farm offers a year round 
accessible agricultural (farming) environ-
ment and nature interpretation centre, 
especially designed for individuals and 
small groups of all ages with disabilities.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Ontario’s Lieutenant
David Onley attends
20th anniversary of
WindReach Farm

JULY25-26 • ELGIN PARK
U X B R I D G E

MASSED BANDS
HIGHLAND DANCE

DOG SHOW
KIDS PAVILLION

CAR SHOW
LIVESTOCK
LIVE MUSIC
WITH POOR ANGUS

1.888.253.5552
www.highlandsofdurhamgames.com

ORDER
EARLY AND
SAVE BIG

WE’RE
GOING TO

THE GAMES!

BUY
ON-LINE

263 Queen St., Port Perry   905-985-1456
SEASON

170 Casimir Street, Port Perry
905-985-0715    wildfire@on.aibn.com

FIRE IT UP!
GOURMET GRILLS

Award Winning Products
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FARM • RESIDENTIAL • AUTOMOBILE
COMMERCIAL • WATERCRAFT

Available Discounts Include: Multi-vehicle/Multi-policy/
New Home/Mature Driver (50+)/Retiree/Short Commute

Convenient monthly payment plans available.

For personal service and competitive rates, contact us at

Toll Free: 1-800-461-1468

Brown & Brethour
Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Proudly
representing

HOME RENOVATIONS INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RETAINING WALLS MINI HOE
LANDSCAPING  BOBCAT SERVICE

INTERLOCKING STONE WORK

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090

or cell: 905-261-7840

Thinking of things you need done?
THINK OF US!

  Dozens of kids converged upon 
MacDonald St. with their brightly 
painted cars for the Port Perry Lions 
Club annual Soapbox Derby again 
this year. Held on June 13, the street 
was lined with moms, dads and 

other family members cheering on 
their sons and daughters. Above is 
Darren, right, racing against Payton 
Langdon in one of the many heats... 
and yes, Darren did win this race.  

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Lions Club Soapbox Derby
provides plenty of fun and
excitement for all ages

than 30 brave men, women and children to the stage 
to brave the clippers, raising more than $10,000! 
 The large silent auction tent also drew rave 
reviews and garnered some amazing deals for terrific 
items and raised more than $6,000. Surprisingly, 
the highlight of the night had to be the Ms. Relay 
competition – 29 men donned dresses and heels to 
compete in the “drag race” to win some great prizes. 
I don’t think I have ever laughed so hard! Karaoke 
and bingo were also quite popular and many joined 
in on the Zumba dance classes offered throughout 
the event.
 Looking around, all I saw were smiles. It was 
truly an amazing event, all made possible by our 
generous sponsors, amazing participants and the 
countless hours given by volunteers and planning 
committee members.  Given the feedback received 
already, all teams plan on returning and many more 
teams are already being formed! 
 Teams can now register for the 2010 Relay For 
Life, again being held in Sunderland. We are also 
welcoming more volunteers and those that might be 
interested in joining our planning committee for the 
2010 event. 
 To learn more, please contact Tammy Horvath, 
event chair at thehorvathfamily@andrewswireless.net

By Tammy Horvath
Special to Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 16
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to enhance... 
 or not to enhance

 Ontario drivers who are Canadian citizens 
can now apply for an “Enhanced Driver’s  
Licence”. . . the new alternative to a passport 
which can be used at Canada-U.S. land and 
water border crossings.  
 The enhanced driver’s licence is optional 
and costs an additional $40. 
 Commencing last month (June), the USA 
required Canadian citizens entering the 
United States by land or water, to present a 
valid passport or approved secure document 
that establishes the bearer’s identity and citi-
zenship.  A valid passport is still required to 
enter the U.S. by air.
 If you’ve recently received a new Ontario 
driver’s license and think it could be ‘enhanced’, 
just remember the word ‘enhanced’ must show 
at the top of your license. It will read as follows 
“Enhanced Driver’s Licence.”

did you know?
 Summer has arrived and once again 
it’s a great time for music lovers to 
enjoy sitting in Palmer Park overlook-
ing Lake Scugog - listening to a variety 
of musical concerts.
 In addition to the Sunday night con-
certs organized by the township, again 
this summer residents will be treated to 
six Wednesday night concerts beginning on July 8.  These free 
hour-long concerts, being performed at the popular Gazebo 
in Palmer Park, are hosted by Port Perry Villa.
 So if you’re a music lover, grab a lawn chair and saunter 
down to the park for one of the fabulous summer concerts.
 A full listing of this summer’s concerts can be found on page 26 
or on the Township of Scugog website at: www.township.scugog.on.ca 
– then look for calendar of events.

concerts in the park

 Country Style Donuts, Port Perry, located at the corner of Simcoe St. and 
7A Hwy for the past 20 years, closed its doors last month and has removed 
its familiar signs. The local Country Style store was opened during 1989 by 

Perry.  Ken and Gary later opened the Country Style store at Manchester.
 And we’ll bet you didn’t know that the local Country Style Donuts was named 
the number one store in Canada in 1990, out of its 156 locations.  The Port Perry 
shop at this time was the second biggest in Canada averaging 42,000 customers 
each month, second only to a store in downtown Toronto with 46,000 monthly.

long before tim’s came to town

Know your injury.
Know what to do.
Know what not to do.
See someone who knows…
A PHYSIOTHERAPIST.

Located in the 
Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., 
Port Perry

Covered By 
Most Extended 
Health Plans 

For an 
appointment call  

905-985-8363

RETURN TO PLAY
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 While definitely not the most achitecturally impressive 
home in town, this house, now located on the west side of 
Perry St., is possibly one of Port Perry’s most historically  
significant houses.
 The main reason for this is because it was the first home of 
Joseph Bigelow, the town’s undisputed most influential and 
important citizen in the early days of the town’s development.
 The house that exists today, on the western half of lot 95, 
Perry St., was not originally located on this property. It was 
built on the north side of Queen Street, very near the west  
section of Tweed & Hickory.
 Followers of local history may recall it was Peter Perry 
who purchased all of the land in what is downtown Port 
Perry from the town’s first settler, Elias Williams in 1842. It 
was Perry who drew up the first plan for Scugog Village (Port 
Perry) about three years later.
 To provide some insight into this very simple, but im-
portant structure, we have to look back to 1847 when builder 
Harrison Haight bought Lot 6 on the north side of Queen 
Street from Peter Perry.  
 Then on March 8, 1850, Hiram Bigelow (father of Joseph), 
purchased the lot from Haight as an investment for his two 
oldest children, twin sons Joseph and Joel. Just before Peter 
Perry’s death in August 1851, the 23 year-old twins took  
possession of the Queen Street property.
  The Bigelows immediately erected a simple two-storey 
structure to house a general store and living accommodations 
(see advertisement at right).

  In 1852, the growing business added another facet; Joseph 
Bigelow became Port Perry’s first postmaster. In order to  
expand their facilities, the brothers bought the neighbouring 
Lot 5 to the east. 

This Old
   House

Joseph Bigelow’s first residence
100 Perry Street, Port Perry

Plan H-50020   Part Lots 95, 96

 A section of an illustration from a poster advertising Joseph Bigelow’s 
Central House in Port Perry, from the Ontario Observer in January 1861. 
This is the building referred to as the Bigelow’s General Store.
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 Early in 1854, Joseph’s brother Joel 
decided to venture out on his own and 
build his own store in Whitby. 
 This decision may have been 
partially influenced by his brother 
Joseph’s interest in Elizabeth Paxton, 
the daughter of  William Paxton.  
Joseph and Elizabeth were married in 
May 1854.  
 With the success of the expand-
ing business and a growing family, a 
need for alternate living quarters arose. 
Joseph and Elizabeth decided to build a 
house separate from the store.
 On the western portion of Lot 
6, they had a substantial and sturdy 
frame home built in 1855 (seen below 
beside the Bigelow Arcade).  All six of 
the Bigelow children were born in this 
house on this Queen Street lot. 
 As business continued to grow, 
the Bigelows saw the need to expand 
their store even further. They built a 
huge three-storey emporium on the 
site of the original store which became 
known as the Bigelow Arcade.
 Anxious to have more privacy, the 
Bigelows bought Lot 95 on Perry Street 
in May 1875 from lawyer John Billings. 
Over the winter of 1875-76, Joseph Big-
elow had their first home on Queen Street 
moved to this property. 
 In the basement of the house today, evidence of this move 
can be seen - the huge log joists still bear the marks from roll-
ing the building on logs.
 In 1877, the success of the Bigelow enterprises allowed 
them to build one of the most splendid houses in this part 
of Ontario on Cochrane St.. They moved into their Cochrane 
Street mansion in the fall of 1877, but continued to own their 

former home on Perry Street for a 
number of years. They later passed 
the ownership over to their two sons 
Charles and Thomas. 
 Only because it was moved, 
their first home survived the fires 
of 1883 and 1884 making it the 
only building remaining from the 
original Queen Street settlement. 
Charles and Thomas continued to 
own the property until 1921. At that 
time they sold it to John Walker for 
the sum of $1,150. In March 1932, 
it became the property of Bertha 
Rundle.  Eight years later it was sold 
to Herbert and Charlotte Dobbs. 
Ivy Tuck bought it in 1953 but only 
kept it for two months and then 
sold it to Harold and Marie Snooks.  
The Snooks sold to Stan and Vera 
Hatchinski in August 1959. Mrs. 
Hatchinski continues to live in this 
plain, but most important historical 
home.
     The house is designed and built 
on simple, sturdy and symmetrical 
principles, with the return eaves so 
popular at that time.  It remains as 
one of the oldest buildings in Port 

Perry.  
     At the time of its construction in 

1855 it stood as a proud symbol 
of the business success of 
Joseph Bigelow.  

By Paul Arculus and
Peter Hvidsten. Re-printed

from the book Historic  
Homes and Estates 

     Joseph Bigelow’s first home in Port Perry was located on Queen St. beside his Royal Arcade building, as 
seen above in this pre 1884 photo. The two storey frame home was moved from the street before the fire of 
1884, which destroyed the entire commercial sector of Port Perry, to its present location at 100 Perry St.

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

• HOME
• AUTO 
• BUSINESS 
• LIFE
• TRAVEL
• HEALTH

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons

Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com
905-436-9090

™

Joseph Bigelow and his wife Elizabeth, inset.
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 In today’s age of high technology, rapid communications and fast 
food it is refreshing to accomplish something, which takes us back to 
our roots. One such thing is Lunar Rhythm Gardens, a small, multi-
acre part of Scugog, which grows only natural foods.
 Jennifer Foote and Michael Reid, two people in their early twen-
ties who care about our environment and the way we live, started the 
concept three years ago. The project covers six acres of cultivated land 
and is seeded with all natural food where health and the environment 
are the priority. The model is actually similar to the communes of the 
sixties (for those of you who remember), minus the work and the 
love-ins.
 The concept is simple, yet amazing. Residents of the area can 
purchase a share in the farm. Jen-
nifer and Mike do all the work and 
each week from June to October 

We are what we

 EAT!

the shareholders reap the rewards.
 For only $275 for the season, 
two people will receive enough 
vegetables each week to enjoy 
many hearty and healthy meals. 
Vegetables such as, peas, corn, 
spinach, carrots, potatoes, tomatoes, 
peppers and beans, will grace your 
table all summer long.
 Jennifer and Mike have arranged 
drop off points in Port Perry, Lindsay 
and Bowmanville or you can go to 
the farm and pick up your produce. 
Larger shares are available at greater 
savings.
 Jennifer was born on the family 
farm near Yelverton, and loves the 
life. 
 For a number of years she was 
involved in logging with horses, a 
process which makes use of horses to 
remove trees rather than heavy ma-
chinery. Today Jennifer lives and helps 
run the family farm as well as sharing the work for Lunar 
Rhythm Gardens. She starts her day around 4:30 and enjoys 
every minute of life on the farm.
 Michael, born near Waterloo, has also been involved in 
farming all his life. He has worked across Canada on farms as 
far away as BC, but now lives here and spends his time shar-
ing the work with his business partner, Jennifer.
 Although at this point only the vegetables are for sale, 
Jennifer and Mike are also taking orders for Christmas 
turkeys, all of which, of course, are naturally fed. Their cattle 
and other livestock receive the same treatment and although 
it is much more time consuming to farm this way the results 
are fantastic. The food is superior, healthier and seems to taste 
better as well.

 Mike explained 
their products 
are not organic, 
but natural. To 
be certified as 
organic there has 
to be a marketing 
process in place, 
which will allow 
a third party 
retailer to prove 
the food was 
grown organi-
cally. Instead, 

these two entrepre-
neurs have opted for natural growing, a process similar to or-
ganic, but where they only sell to end users not mass markets.
 “We want to keep our process simple, so we do not have 
huge mark-ups and do not have to rely on third parties, 
where we might lose control of the quality,” Mike explains.
 Looking over the fields and inside the green house made 
me appreciate what went into the process. For more informa-
tion or investing in a share of some really natural produce, visit 
their website at www.lunarrhythmgardens.wordpress.com.
 The next time you see a sign which reads “If you ate 
today, thank a farmer” think of Jennifer and Michael. Two 
people who are doing their share to make our world a lasting 
place to raise our children.

By Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

 Michael Reid and 
Jennifer Foote operate 

Lunar Rhythm  
Gardens, growing  

only natural foods.
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 Join Peter Wokral, chairman of the 
Heritage Scugog Committee, on Friday, 
July 3 at 7 p.m. for the historic Port 
Perry Walking Tour. The tour will start 
at the Scugog Township municipal 
office at 181 Perry St., Port Perry, and 
make its way through the streets of 
downtown Port Perry. 

 This date marks the 125th anniver-
sary of the devastating fire of July 3, 
1884 which destroyed the entire com-
mercial sector of the town.
 Peter invites anyone interested to 
learn about what was lost, what sur-
vived, and what was learned as a result 
of this catastrophic and defining event.

 The focus of the tour will be on the 
impact of this devastating fire and how 
it changed the look of the downtown 
business area.  
 For more information about this 
walking tour please contact: Aurora 
Hall at: 905-985-7346 ext. 147 or email 
her at: ahall@scugog.ca

With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1917.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

Experience the Servicing Dealer 
difference.  Not only will your 
trimmer be ready to use, but our 
friendly staff will make sure you 
know how to start it easily and 
use it safely.  Plus, we service 
what we sell – guaranteed!

Feature prices are in effect until June 30, 2009 at participating Dealers.

FS 38$149 95

$23995
50% Easier

To Start

$24995
Versatile
trimmer

Straight Shaft

STIHL Quality - 
Great Price

FS 40 C-E FS 55 R

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

    Feature prices are in effect until June 30, 2009 or until stock lasts, at participating Dealers.
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Mari-Ann Britt, DD

DENTURE CLINIC

Private Waiting Room Teeth Whitening
Same Day Repairs & Relines Mouth Guards
Implant Retained Dentures Full/Partial Dentures
                      

Your Smile Makeover Specialist

14500 Simcoe St., Unit 2 
(McDonald’s Plaza)
Port Perry
905-982-2087  •  Fax: 905-982-2088

DENTURE CLINIC

Get Your
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  The Sunday evening “Concerts in the Park” series 
kicked off last Sunday (June 28) at the gazebo in  
Palmer Park and will continue throughout the sum-
mer months ending on September 6. A very interest-
ing line up of excellent talent is in store for concert 
goers again this summer. Concerts begin at 7 p.m.
 In addition to “Concerts In The Park”, the  
Port Perry Villa will once again be presenting their 
“Swingin’ Summer Concerts” on stage at the gazebo 
at Port Perry’s lakefront on Wednesday evenings from 
July 8 to August 12. 
 Patrons of both concert series’ are encouraged  
to bring their lawn chair or blankets and enjoy an 
evening of great music. 
 It’s a great opportunity to get out, mingle with 
friends and listen to some great music. There is no 
charge for the hour-long concert.

Wednesday Swing’n Concerts in the Park 
July 8 .............................. Irwin Smith
July 15 ............................ Cathy Pavlik & Friends
July 22 ............................ Two Guys and an iPod
July 29 .............................. Flute Punch with Kathy Kay
August 5 ........................ Scott Handel
August 12 ...................... Irwin Smith

Sunday Concerts in the Park
 July 5th ......................... Port Perry Seniors Choir
July 12th ........................ Swing Tyme Melodies
July 19th ........................ Driftwood Shakespearian Players
July 26th ........................ Outside the Line
August 2nd ................... Swing Tyme Melodies
August 9th .................... Uxbridge Concert Bank
August 16th .................. Yesterday’s Favorites
August 23rd .................. Swing Tyme Melodies
August 30th  ................. The Misfits
September 6th  .............. Swing Tyme Melodies

Enjoy free concerts in 
Palmer Park throughout 
the summer months

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed
• Windows  •  Doors
• Siding  •  Sunrooms

Take advantage of the
“Home Renovation
 Tax Credit”

vinylbilt®

WINDOWS & DOORS

Supplies & Services Inc.

182 North Port Rd., Unit 10
Port Perry

905-982-1357

JANITORIAL & SAFETY PRODUCTS

LAUNDRY 
SOAP

Phosphate Free
4 L (57 loads)

68 Water St., Port Perry
905-985-8807

       BUY OR RENT 

 THE LATEST MOVIES

July Pet
of the Month

The
SPOTTED
FROG

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

Adjustable dampeners 
allow the operator 
to customize drive 

responsiveness to suit 
personal preference

Mows up to 
6.0 acres per hour

Ground speeds 
up to 10 mph

Home owner units 
starting at 18 hp

Commercial 
units starting 

at 23 hp

DIESEL MODELS AVAILABLE
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The 
Thomas 
Foster 

Memorial

The interior of the Thomas Foster Memorial is rich in terrazzo, marble 
mosaics and columns. Above is the view that greets visitors entering 
through the large front doors.                        Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

his month, Focus on Scugog is straying beyond 
the boundaries of Scugog Township to intro-

duce our readers to an amazing, unique and 
historical structure.
 Just 20 minutes from downtown Port Perry, and 
worth the short drive, stands the truly magnificent 
“Thomas Foster Memorial” - patterned after the Taj 
Mahal of India.
 The name Thomas Foster may have faded quickly 
after his death, despite serving as Mayor of Toronto 
from 1925-28, had he not built this impressive monu-
ment, just north of Uxbridge,  as a memorial to his wife 
and deceased daughter.
 Thomas Foster was born near Leaskdale, Ont. in 
1852, and moved to Toronto when he was a young man 
to follow in his father’s footsteps as a butcher.
 Over the years, through hard work in his butcher 
business, but more by investing in real estate, he 
amassed a large fortune.
 After serving three years as Mayor of Toronto, he 
set out to explore the world. Throughout the early 
1930s he travelled the globe, taking in China, Egypt, 
India, Palestine and Japan. It was during these travels 
that he fell in love with the Taj Mahal in India.
 Unhappy with the jungle-like condition of the 
small cemetery north of Uxbridge where his parents 
were buried, Mr. Foster decided to build a memorial 
for his family. Using the Taj Mahal as his inspiration, he 

T 

Please turn to page 28
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  One of the mosaic columns which support the dome.  A simple marble pulpit flanked by marble pillars.

hired two respected architects, James Craig and H.H. Madill to design the 
memorial.
 When completed, the Foster Memorial was said to be one of the finest 
examples of Byzantine architecture erected on the North American con-
tinent. It is estimated that the building, which cost more than $200,000 to 
build in 1936, would cost more than $5 million to build today.
 The Foster Memorial was dedicated at a special service in the temple on 
October 25, 1936 when Mr. Foster was 84 years of age. He passed away in 
1945 at the age of 93, leaving no family to inherit his estate.
 Following is a partial description of the building taken from “The  
Thomas Foster Memorial” pamphlet, which was printed on the occasion of 
the 50th anniversary of the dedication of the building in 1936:
 The structure is 55’ in width and 60’ in length and is built up in stages of ver-
tical wall, semi dome drum and a great central dome to a height of 60‘. The inside 
diameter of the central dome is 23 feet and is pierced by 12 stained glass, leaded 
windows, that in the east are in the form of a gold cross on a rich blue background. 
Circling the lower part of the dome, above the great arches in gold lettering on a 
field of graded blue mosaic, is the inscription: Take this my body for it is done and I 
have gained a new life, glorious and eternal.”
 Facing west, towards the main entrance, the portico rests atop three 
arches which are supported by monolithic columns, all enriched with in-
cised carvings.
 Weighted buttresses capped with bronze, reinforce the flanks of the 
portico. The roof surfaces are of copper tile, chemically treated to produce a 
permanent green surface. The entrance doors, window tracery and all metal 
parts are of bronze. The windows, the work of Yvonne Williams, are of 
hand-painted, fired and leaded glass, the colours and designs are harmoni-
ous and are distributed so as to flood the interior with soft, colourful light.
 The floors are rich coloured terrazzo and marble mosaics, wrought in 
symbolic designs. Upon entering, one crosses the River of Death, on which 
floats water lilies and lily pads.

 A section of the elaborate mosaics which are found 
throughout the entire interior of the Thomas Foster 
Memorial.

Thomas Foster Memorial - continued from page 27



FOCUS - JULY 2009  31   

 A sweeping marble arch greets visitors at the front entrance, 
and beyond that, the domed ceiling looms overhead with its 
intricate mosaics.

 There are 16 marble columns, four to each screen support-
ing three arches with pierced marble tympanum above. The 
columns are vari-coloured Italian marbles with carved Devon 
stone capitals.
 The southern transept contains three family sarcophagi, 
containing the remains of Thomas Foster, his wife and their 
daughter.
 For many years after the death of Thomas Foster, the mau-
soleum was left in the hands of a trust to maintain and oversee 
the building.
 After years of neglect, and poor maintenance, considerable 
damage occurred to the exterior and interior of the building. 
Fortunately, the care and stewardship of the memorial was 
taken over by the Township of Uxbridge, and work has already 
begun on restoration of this unique building.
 The Foster Memorial is reported to be the only building of 
its kind on the North American continent. 
 For a unique experience enjoy “Fridays At The Foster” con-
certs. The concerts begin every Friday night at 7:30 p.m. and 
run weekly until the end of October. A donation at the door is 
all that is required.
 The memorial also provides public tours throughout the 
summer. Tours take place the first two Sundays of each month 
- June to September from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Proceeds from a 
small admission fee are used for the ongoing restoration and 
maintenance of the temple.
 Weddings can be booked at this very unique and beautiful 
Byzantine building by calling 905-852-6761.
 The Thomas Foster Memorial is located at 9449 Conc. 7 
(Durham 1), 4 km north of Uxbridge. For more information 
and a full schedule of activities, visit the memorial’s website  
at www.fostermemorial.com.
 J. Peter Hvidsten
 Focus on Scugog
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I am a wineman for the county
     There is a region, only two hours from Port 

in North America as well as quaint shops, 
unique galleries and excellent cuisine. The 
area of course, is Prince Edward County, or 
‘The County’ as it is referred to by the self-ap-
pointed ‘Nouveau Riche’ who live there.

 I have often heard of the locale and have driven through sev-
eral times, but decided it was time to make a weekend of it and 
see what all the hype is about. There is no shortage of places to 
stay and I chose the Merrill Inn, a historic old house, which has 
been renovated into a boutique hotel.
 The rooms are small, but comfortable. They have character 
and some have a porch, but to me they are merely for sleeping. 
Seldom do I travel anywhere and spend much time in a hotel 
room. The food was good, the service was excellent and the 

getaway.
 The town of Picton, raved about by the locals, was OK... not 
great, just OK. Those who did the raving have probably never 
been to Port Perry. There were a few quaint stores, but there 
were also a number of drab establishments. The Home Hard-
ware, on the main street was new and built in a typical ‘box’ style. 
The Dollar Store (or equivalent) was very large and also on the 
main street, which I felt was a little out of character.
 It did not take me long to realize that there were no rules and 
no symmetry to the downtown core. Buildings lacked the charac-
ter of Queen and Perry Streets, which I have begun to take for 

number of eateries was limited. 
 Picton disappointed me, but fortunately, the surrounding area 
was pleasantly surprising. For art lovers there are dozens of gal-
leries. Before you visit be sure to obtain a map or check out the 
Internet and acquaint yourself with their locations and their hours 
of operation. Many of the artists cater to their own preferences 
and you will want to avoid arriving at a closed door.

Shangri-la. There is no shortage of vineyards, many of which are 
quite respectable and serve some delicious vintages. It is very 
easy to spend an entire weekend ‘sipping the grapes’ in a variety 
of different establishments. Many are quaint and enjoyable and 
cater to tourists. Several people had given me pointers on which 
wines to try, but if you keep an open mind and judge for yourself, 
you will not be disappointed.
 Most of the historic homes have been renovated, but have 
maintained their charm. A number of them have been converted 
to hotels or Bed & Breakfasts and, although I did not have an 
opportunity to visit all of them, they appeared lovely and pictur-
esque.
 Most of the boutique hotels have restaurants with excellent 
specialties. Well known chef of the Garner Museum, Jamie Ken-

nedy has made ‘The County’ his home. Most everyone 
you meet will slide his name into a conversation alluding 
to his or her personal friendship with the famous restaura-
teur. Unfortunately, I did not run into him, for I would have 
enjoyed a sample of his famous frites.
 To get to ‘The County’ take Highway 401 east to Wool-
er Road (33) and drive south along the Loyalist Parkway 
through Wellington into Picton. The views are well worth 
the leisurely drive. Discover one of Ontario’s natural won-
ders at Lake on the Mountain Park. Cloaked in mystery 
and legend, the turquoise lake is a source of amazement 
and a beautiful setting for activities and of course famous 
Sandbanks Park, known for its giant dunes.
 Driving back, you may want to consider going through 
Belleville and taking the scenic route home. The trip 
should be enjoyable, although not as great as I had 
expected. I am spoiled by the quaint uniqueness of Port 
Perry, which in my opinion is still the best town in the 
country... or is it, ‘The County’?

One of the many beautiful waterfalls in Prince Edward County.
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Durham’s ‘Ride for Dad’ makes a
pit stop in Palmer Park for lunch
 Hundreds of motorcycles roared into Port Perry on June 13 and lined up along  
Water St., as more than 300 riders settled in for a barbecue in Palmer Park. Billed as 
the ‘Ride for Dad’, the annual ride raises awareness about prostate cancer. Last year’s 

 Above are just some of the motorcycles parked along Water St. and at left is National 
Ride Captain, Byron Smith of Ottawa, who travels across the province to participate in a 
number of ‘Ride For Dad’ events. There are 25 Chapters across Canada which all hold 
rides throughout the summer months.

6 km South of Hwy. 7A, on Hwy. 57
www.asselstines.com

CHECK OUT OUR USED MOTORCYCLES!

TOP CUSTOMER SERVICE
TOP 25 IN SALES OF 

SUZUKI MOTORCYCLES & ATV’S IN CANADA
CUSTOMER LOYALTY   •   FAIR PRICING

905-986-4437 • 1-877-986-4437

If any one or all of these are important to you, 
then you need to see us!

39 years in business - Same location - Same family

Ask about
qualifications

for a 
GM Discount

Model shown:  C50
$350.00 PDI + freight - 
$0 admin fee

Scugog
  FIX-IT-RIGHTINC.

®

905-985-9909
Fx: 905-985-9640

Scugog FIX-IT-RIGHT
LAWN & GARDEN SALES & SERVICE

– NEW LOCATION! –

UNIT 10

Reach StreetN
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• Weed Eaters
• Chain Saws

PUSH
LAWN MOWERS

ON SALE
NOW!

182 North Port Rd., Unit 11, Port Perry
UNIT 11



The 22nd annual Musician’s Corn Roast, in memory of 
country music artist Larry Dee will take place again this 
year at the home of Paul and Charlene Wasson. Come 

and enjoy eight hours of great music by some of 
Ontario’s leading country stars. 
   Also enjoy the motorcycle show & shine. See 
posters around town for more information.

 Dates: Sunday, August 9  
 Time: 12 noon to 8 p.m.
 Location: 4790 Mckee Road

 Admission: $10.00 each

Musician’s 
  Corn Roast 

One of the most exciting and colourful events of the 
summer takes place later this month as the Mississaugas 
of Scugog Island hold their 13th annual Pow Wow. 
The public is invited to attend and watch the grand 
entry, experience traditional native dances and drum 
groups, and enjoy the native crafts and displays.
Dates: Saturday, July 18, Sunday, July 19
Grand Entry: 12 noon both days
Location: Scugog Island, 1 km past Great Blue Heron Charity Casino
Admission: $5.00 each
Information: phone 905-985-3337

MISSISSAUGA 

POW POW

HIGHLANDS OF 
DURHAM GAMES

Dates: July 25-26, 2009
Location: Elgin Park, Uxbridge
Information: call 1-888-253-5552 or
email: info@highlandsofdurhamgames.com

This is the 14th annual Celtic Festival 
and celebration with a touch of Old 
Scotland. Enjoy two days of traditional 
Scottish entertainment, including a 
massed band performance, livestock 
shows, heavy events, car shows and 
lots of Celtic fare. Don’t miss this excit-
ing weekend. Visit the Highlands of 
Durham Games.

Truck & Tractor Pull
Get set for sights, sounds and smells of Scugog  
Township’s biggest and best Truck and Tractor Pull in 
Blackstock. The two day event this year features a Big 
Truck Show & Shine on Saturday from noon to 5 p.m.
Dates: Friday & Saturday, July 10 and 11 
Time: Friday 7:30 p.m. & Saturday 6:30 p.m.
Location: Blackstock Fairgrounds
Admission: Adults - $10.00; 
                 Kids 6 to 12 - $4.00,  Kids 5 and under - $2.00

Scugog ?What’ s Up`

All dogs and their owners will not want to miss the 
7th annual Dog Days of Scugog. Dog Days cel-
ebrates the unique bond that exists between dogs 
and their owners. It has grown to be the largest 
dog day in Durham Region. Featuring Ontario 
Dock Dogs, agility demonstrations, Jack Russell 
racing, contests, fashion shows and more. 

Dates: Saturday, July 18, Sunday, July 19
Location: Scugog Shores Museum
Admission: $5.00 adults, $3 students/seniors
       Children under 12 free.

DOG DAYS
OF SUMMER
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Specializing in:
• Ceramic • Porcelain
• Natural Stone • Hardwood
• Laminate • Carpet
• Bathroom Renovations
• Granite Countertops

16050 Old Simcoe Rd., Unit #1, Port Perry  •  905-985-8565

• Granite Countertops

16050 Old Simcoe Rd., Unit #1, Port Perry  •  905-985-8565

With Compton Home Phone
• No more phone bills from Bell

• Full 911 emergency access
Plus services included at no additional cost

• Call Display • Call Waiting 
• Last Call Return • Voicemail



MULTI-DAY TOURSMULTI-DAY TOURS

4 DAYS A WEEK!
with pick ups in 
Pickering ~ Ajax 

Oshawa
Port Perry

DAY TRIPPIN’

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

July 6 Cruise & Play in Ottawa!!
July 8  Let’s Go Cruising!! - 

Penetanguishene
July 14 “On Golden Pond” - Stirling Theatre
July 16 “The Fantasticks” - Keswick
July 20 Ostrich Treats & Winning Streaks
July 23 St. Jacobs Countryside
Aug. 5 A Day in Prince Edward County
Aug. 6 Cruise & Dine in Grand Style
Aug. 15 A Peach of a Celebration!

Aug. 18 CATS at the Stirling Theatre
Aug. 25 Heights, Sights & Jackpot Lights
Aug. 28 “The Blackwoods” - 
 Walters Family Ranch
Sept. 9 Rural Flavour Tour -
 Northumberland County
Sept. 12 Walden Galleria, Buffalo, NY Shopping
Sept. 18  “A Funny Thing Happened on the 

Way to the Forum” - Stratford
Sept. 29 Cran Getaway Triple Play

“Jersey Boys” 
in Toronto at theToronto Centre for the Arts
July 29, 2009

DANIEL O’DONNELL IN ALBANY, NY
 3 Days  ~ Aug. 9-11, 2009 Only $675.00 p.p.

  NEW YORK! NEW YORK!
 4 Days  ~ Sept. 11-14, 2009 Only $1145.00 p.p.

ATLANTIC CITY ESCAPE!
 4 Days  ~ Sept. 20-23, 2009 Only $495.00 p.p.

DREAM CATCHER EXPRESS!
 3 Days ~ Sept. 30-Oct. 2, 2009   Only $650.00 p.p.

GREAT LAKES SHOPPING GET-AWAY
 3 Days ~ Oct. 21-23, 2009           Only $420.00 p.p. 

TORONTO STREET

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

STOUFFVILLE

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

SUNDERLAND

26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161

Other locations 
to serve you:

OUR TREATMENT PROVIDERS
We are dedicated and committed to the 
development of our professional team 

to ensure patient satisfaction and quality service. 
Our leadership and expertise in the dental profession 

our Patients, our Service, and our Community.15930 Old Simcoe Road
Port Perry

905-985-7777
www.thedentalcentre.ca
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905-985-8451

238 Queen St., Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE
Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr.  J. Hardy
Dr. C. Banfi eld
Dr.  J. Isenberg 

Dr.  E. King
Orthodontist
Dr.  T. McIntyre
Periodontist

Since 1974

THE FRAMER’S GALLERY
237 Queen St. Port Perry      (905) 985-2543    1-800-637-5391

MOVING SALE
50% to 80% OFF               FINAL 2 WEEKS

70% OFF All 
Art Supplies

Artist Paint, Brushes, Mediums, Derwent  
Fine Art Pencils, and Much More.

50% OFF Photo Frames
50% OFF 

Standard Combination Frames
50% off  All Sandicast Figures

50% off  All Candles

Framed Prints, Posters, or Originals by:
Trisha Romance, Walter Campbell, Robert Bateman,

Steve Hanks, Scott Gustafson, Suellen Ross,
Brent Townsend, Bill Saunders, and many others.

All images available in limited quantities and while supplies last.

Please come and visit us at our New Location
Now Open!

233 Queen Street, Port Perry … 2 doors to the east.



“I can’t understand it. If folks are old enough to party, then they should be old 
enough to have the sense not to disturb the graves of their forefathers.”

DAVE JONES
His reaction to another round of vandalism at the Pine Grove Cemetery in Prince Albert  

where a number of gravestones were toppled and flowers destroyed.

Quote
of the month
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THIS LITTLE
PIGGY IS A
GIRL’S BEST
FRIEND
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. . . see page 13

Cover Picture
    Katie Adams enjoys some 
time with her pot-bellied pig 
‘Hamlet’ in the front yard of 
their Port Perry home. Ham-
let has been an important 
member of the Adams fam-
ily for the past 11 years and 
in their opinion is one of the 
best pets ever.  See story on 
page 13.
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Please don’t judge by looks alone...
Dear Editor
  I just wanted to respond to your ‘Thumbs Down‘ in the 
July 2009 issue, regarding parking spaces for disabled indi-
viduals.
 You stated that you’ve seen drivers park there with no sign 
of any impairment. Please don’t judge by looks alone.  I too 
have a parking permit due to my cardiac condition.  Class III 
heart failure on the inside (plus a pacemaker/defibrillator), but 
I look pretty darn good still (even at 50+!!!) on the outside.  
 No I don’t use a cane... or a walker.  But on a humid day... 
or a cold blustery day, a few steps can do me in.  Also, some 
days are good and some days aren’t but I don’t stay inside and 
dwell on it.  Those parking spaces are a God-send to everyone 
with a disability, be it visible or not. 
 Yes there are people that abuse the system, but please, 
please don’t judge a person just by the spring in their step!
  Love your magazine... Helen Peel’s article was particularly 
interesting due to old family connections!  Keep up the good 
work!

 Deb Hetherington-Lake
Blackstock, ON

Not all people are visibly handicapped
Dear Editor
  I was very disappointed with your ‘Thumbs Down’ for 
people who use the handicap parking .
 I don’t know if you are aware of this but some people who 
use these spots are not visibly handicapped, but are no less 
impaired. Consider the person who has a bad heart, or has had 
major heart surgery, (as did my husband) or breathing prob-
lems (Asthma or COPE ) which prevents them from walking a 
long distance or carrying their packages any distance. 
 My sister has had a stroke and tries very hard not to limp, 
she sometimes needs her cane and other times does not as she 
has good days and bad days. 
 I don’t feel it is anybody’s business as to who parks there as 
long as they have a valid parking permit for handicap parking.
 Gisele Gould

Seagrave

EDITOR’S NOTE:
 It’s our hope readers of “Thumbs” understand, in no way 
was there any intention to slight anyone with any type of disabil-
ity, visible or not visible. We are very sensitive to this issue and 
apologize to anyone who felt the remark was not as clear as it could 
have been. The point of our comment, which we stand by, was to 
draw awareness to the misuse of these accessible parking spaces by 
non-legitimate persons. Included are those who do not have a valid 
handicap parking permit, and use the spaces for their convenience 
to make a quick run into the post office or a store. We’ve all seen 
them... they know who they are... and should be ashamed.

* Channelled Readings
    * Reiki, Chakra Toning & Massage

        * Counselling

HEATHER CAMPBELL
Spiritual Psychotherapist & Clairvoyant for over 25 years

Port Perry
905-509-7011

Ask Your Angels…
           Questions about Your Life

Heal Mind, Body & Spirit through

Computer
REPAIRS
IT and Network 
SUPPORT
PC and Server 
UPGRADES

333 Major St., Port Perry
             905-985-0568
gmcmullen@majortech.ca
SERVING SCUGOG & UXBRIDGE TOWNSHIPS

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry * 905-985-2672

Seniors Discount – 
10% (Tuesdays)

FALL MUMS
ON SALE
NOW!

Flowering & 
Ornamental

Shrubs
2 for 25.00

Flowering
Baskets

9.99
to 11.99

All Perennials 
20% off
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 Every year the mayor of Scugog has the distinct pleasure of 
announcing the Mayor’s Honour Roll; an honour reserved for the 
elite members of the community who give substantially more than 
is asked of them.
        Two of the most recent recipients were the co-chairs of Port 
Perry’s “Lighting the Way” campaign, which was one of the 
most successful fundraising events this area has ever witnessed. 
Doug Brown and Bill Cohoon beamed with pride as they ac-
cepted the prestigious award earlier this year.
      The “Lighting The Way” campaign is an off-shoot of the 
Port Perry Hospital Foundation and is designed to raise fund-
ing for specific equipment. This is necessary to offer the best 
possible healthcare available to the residents of our commu-
nity.

       Doug Brown, the owner of Shoppers Drug Mart has been 
involved with the Hospital Foundation since 2003. He was also 

on the Board for Lakeridge Health, but stepped down due to a 
conflict with his sister, who is a local physician.

 During an interview with the two men I asked Doug why we 
need fundraising with the government so heavily involved in our 
healthcare system. 
       “Our tax dollars fund the operation of the hospital,” Doug 
explained, not capital equipment. The foundation was established to 
cover shortfalls in that area.”

      Co-chairing the campaign with Doug was Dr. Bill Cohoon, one 
of the founders of the Port Perry Medical Associates.  Although 
Bill is now retired from family practice, he remains extremely 
committed and busy with his volunteer work in support of im-
proving healthcare for Scugog’s residents. In 2002 Bill was named 
Scugog’s resident of the year.
       “I have always been involved in raising money for one thing 
or another, but never at this scale,” Bill explained. “I was terrified 
making presentations to very large corporations and asking for 
thousands of dollars.” But the end result for the campaign, as well 
as Doug and Bill, was an outstanding success.  
       The “Lighting The Way” campaign commenced in 2004 to 
raise $400,000 for upgrades to the emergency department at Port 

MAYOR’S HONOUR ROLL

Bill and Doug
 lead the way
  for hospital

 upgrades

Please turn to page 4
Doug Brown

Bill Cohoon
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Perry Hospital. 
 This need came about partially as a result of the SARS 
epidemic, when many new rules were imposed. 
 A new heating and air conditioning system was required 
to circulate the air properly. Unlike conventional air con-
ditioning systems, which filter incoming air, an emergency 
room’s air must be filtered when it leaves as well. 
 Many of the things we never think about are integral to 
the operation of an emergency room. Things as simple as ice, 
which must be sterilized before being used.
 “The residents of Port Perry are extremely generous,” 
Doug stated. “We achieved our goal in record time and 
continued the campaign to raise enough money for a badly 
needed endoscopy suite, a CT scanner, new x-ray equipment 

Continued from page  3

Lakeridge Health, Port Perry, better known in the community as 
Port Perry Hospital, is located on Paxton Street.

and a complete renovation of the New Life Centre.”
 “We need to thank all the residents of Scugog Town-
ship,” Bill said. “We especially thank the Baagwating Com-
munity Association, the Region of Durham and the Town-
ship of Scugog, all the service clubs and organizations... well 
just about everyone got involved.”
 What I found interesting is that both Doug Brown and 
Bill Cohoon spoke only of the people in the community and 
how generous they are. Never did either of the two mention 
anything about themselves. 
 It is for that reason they received the  prestigious honour 
of being named to the “Mayor’s Honour Roll.”
  The residents of the Township of Scugog owe a great 
deal to Doug and Bill and on behalf of all 20,000+ of us in 
Scugog, thank you and congratulations on a well deserved 
honour.

By Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

Meet our Production Professionals
Our experienced pre-press, press and bindery staff are 
committed to producing high-quality products and are 
continually looking for ways to improve your projects. 
Our strength is our team of skilled personnel.
It’s our PEOPLE that make the difference! 
Business Cards
Brochures
Newsletters
Manuals
Flyers

Serving Durham Region for over 35 years.

201 North Street
Port Perry, ON

T. 905.985.9755 
F. 905.985.0687

production@ppprint.ca
www.ppprint.ca

Meet our Production ProfessionalsMeet our Production Professionals

RACHEL, DARYLE, RHONDA, GEORGE, RANDY, PAUL
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 rent Harper and Scott Wylie are the “new kids on 
the block” in the food industry this month, having 
opened Harp & Wylie’s Canadian Grill House. The 

two young men and their partners opened Harp & Wylie’s 
attractively renovated restaurant at 150 Water St., the former 
location of the Waterfront Pub.
 Unfortunately, across town at 1888 Scugog St. (that’s also 
known as 7A Hwy.) we’re sorry to report that Magdy’s Casual 
Dining restaurant closed its doors in mid-July. We’ve heard 
that Magdy is planning on opening another restaurant in the 
Oshawa area, although we have not been able to confirm this.
 And it appears as if Colour Your World has closed its Port 
Perry location at 54 Water St. Although there has been no 
formal announcement of the closure, their door is locked and 
most of the stock has been removed.
 Betty and Ed Penny of Scugog Island Cruises will be 
opening their Scugog Cruises Nautical Shoppe on Thursday, 
August 20 in newly renovated space at 166 Water Street. 
They are celebrating with a one day anniversary sale with 
cake, free gifts and discounts on selected items. 
 Filling one spot along Scugog Street later this month will 
be Method Boards & Apparel operated by Adrian Stephens and 
Clayton Cotton. The new store will specialize in skate boards, 
snow boards and apparel, filling a void left when The Boarding 
Hut recently closed.
 If you haven’t already noticed,  Scugog Fix-It Right has 
made a short move from Unit 10 around the back to Unit 11 at 
their 182 North Port Rd. location.  
 In closing, we extend our apologies to Debbie Taylor of 
Essence of Beauty for mistakenly announcing her salon was 
vacant in this column last month. Essence of Beauty, located at 
84 Water St., continues to provide the same quality services at 
this location as it has for many years.

B 

Changing

Bring your lawn chair and join us at the Rotary 
Gazebo every Wednesday evening at Palmer Park 
July 8 through August 12 for a FREE evening 
of  music and entertainment featuring some of  
Durham’s most requested entertainers!

Don’t miss these Swingin’ August Concerts! 

Wednesday evenings at Palmer Park!

• August 5: Scott Handel *     • August 12: Irwin Smith *

*August 19: Rain Date

905-985-2002
www.portperryvilla.com

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

  Another FREE
community event presented by…

168-178 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2521   •   www.brocks.ca
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 Family life, the way our parents knew it, is changing rap-
idly and one of those changes is the way we raise our children. 
In many families both parents work, which raises the question; 
what to do with the kids. 
 Some have grandparents nearby and others rush around 
to meet daycare schedules. There is another group of people 
who are fortunate to be able to employ nannies.
 The question which comes to mind is, where do these nan-
nies come from? No doubt they are from all walks of life, but 
in Port Perry we have a community of 12 ladies and one man 
who left their homes and families in the Philippines to care for 
the children of some of our residents.
 What makes these brave adventurers seek 
employment away from their homeland and 
what do they go through to work in our fine 
community?  The Philippines is an extremely 
poor country and a prosperous future is just 
not in the cards for most people. It is difficult 
to imagine what a person must feel if they 
possess the intellect and desire to succeed, 
but are limited by the resources of their 

surroundings.
 How does someone become a nanny and leave the Philip-
pines in the first place? The first step is to register with an 
agency who trains you and arranges transportation to a dis-
tant land. Some go to Hong Kong, others to South Africa and 
many come to Canada. 
 “We send most of the money we earn back home so that 
our families can eat and have access to medicines,” Juvilyn, 
one of the nannies I met with said.
 The majority of people who live in the Philippines live 
in poverty with no hope of escape, other than leaving their 
homeland. Some of the ladies I spoke with left their families, 
possibly not returning for many years.    

 The sole purpose of most nannies is to earn enough money 
to send back so their family can have a somewhat decent 
existence. One of the Port Perry nannies left her husband 

and children behind. I watched her 
closely as she spoke and felt dev-
astated when I imagined what 
she must be going through.
 Another lady, Hanilyn, 
has only been in Canada since 

The Nannies 
of port perry 
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The Nannies last September, but loves it. The nannies 
must sign a one year contract, but most 
do not return home for at least five 
years. Many who come to Canada apply 
for landed immigrant status and want 
to make this their home. “Eventually I 
hope to bring my family here,” Juvilyn 
said. 
 The Canadian government has now 
stopped nannies, and similar workers 

from applying for immigrant status, in 
an effort to keep jobs in Canada. The 
problem, of course is, some Canadians 
have no desire to partake in housekeep-
ing and watching over children as a 
full-time job.
 In speaking with some of the resi-
dents who employ nannies from the 
Philippines they all speak very highly of 
their service and the manner in which 
they deal with their children. All seemed 

pleased and none wished to give up 
their new friends.
 If ever you run into one of the nan-
nies in Port Perry, be sure to say hello 
and appreciate what they are sacrificing 
so their families can enjoy the simple 
pleasures which we take for granted.
 By Jonathan van Bilsen

Focus on Scugog
Photo by Rocco Lombardi

 Michelle Espinosa is 34 years old, married 
at age 20 and has three children aged 12, 9, 
8. Both her and her husband are registered 
nurses. She is originally from the Philippines 
but worked in Saudi Arabia as a nurse for 
4 years. She has been in Canada for nine 
months and her husband and children are 
still in the Philippines. She desperately wants 
to work in Canada as a nurse and have her family with her.
 

 Leoncia Agnaya is 29 years old and a sin-
gle mom. Her nine year old daughter lives in 
the Philippines. She has a Bachelor of Arts 
in English literature and wants to bring her 
daughter to live in Port Perry.

 

 Cecilia Culaban is 30 years old and sin-
gle. She worked in Taiwan for three years as 
a personal support worker. She has a Bach-
elor of Science degree in management.
 
 Jenniffer De Jesus is 26 years old and single 
with relatives in Whitby. She worked in Taiwan 
for four years with an electronics manufactur-
er as Quality Control and has a Bachelor of 
Science degree in accounting.
 
    Paul Orines is 28 years old and 

single. He has been in Port Perry for 
14 months and is interested in 
photography.

Proudly 
Canadian
and local

YOUR NEIGHBOUR
S

OW
NE

D & OPERATED BY

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry
Open from 7:00am to 10:00pm

Summer is here and the beautiful warm 
weather is too good to pass up! Let’s gather around 
the barbecue and enjoy some great summer meals 
outdoors. For entertaining friends and family, why 
not treat them to a feast: a large cut of meat slowly 
cooked in the barbecue! A practical way to feed a 
crowd and not as complicated as you might think. 
Mingle with your guests while your meal is grilling 
and filling the air with its succulent aroma.

IDEAL LARGE CUTS TO BBQ
Beef Gourmet roast beef: top sirloin, strip loin, 
rib eye, rib or tenderloin. Oven roast beef (more 
economical): sirloin tip, inside or outside round.

Poultry  Whole chicken, chicken pieces with bone, 
Cornish hens, chicken or turkey roast, turkey breast 
with bone, turkey thighs or legs.marinade or oil

Pork  Pork loin roast (short ribs, sirloin, faux-filet),
pork butt roast and loin.

Lamb Leg of lamb, leg end loin and loin. Christine & Terry Vos
Owner/Operator
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 Port Perry is about to be invaded. 
This time by the British!  On Sunday, 
August 9, Port Perry will be invaded 
by dozens of British vehicles, cars and 
bikes and hopefully a few buses.  
 The purpose of their visit is to 
take part in the first “Brits on the Lake 
- British Car Festival.” 
 The event is sponsored by the 
Port Perry BIA and organized by Bob 
DeShane of the Little Britain Motor 
Company of Lindsay.
 Bob is well known in Port Perry.  
He was born, raised and educated here.  
He managed the Port Perry Ambulance 

Service on 
Mary Street for 
Charlie Brignall from 
1974 until 1979 and then 
he bought the business  from 
Charlie in 1983. In 2000, Durham Re-
gion took over all the local ambulance 
services. 
 In the meantime Bob had moved to 
Lindsay in 1980 where he ran the am-
bulance service there. While in Lindsay 
he was involved in the Brits in the Park 
Festival held at the Armories Park, a 
popular event held in July attracting 
over 200 British cars annually.  
 Bob’s interest in British cars began 
at an early age.  Bob recalled that when 
he was a youngster his father would 
frequently take the family out for 

drives in the country.  “One 
day when I was 

about 10 years 
old,”  Bob 
recalled, 
“we were 
driving 
out near 
the newly 
opened 
Mosport 

racetrack 
and I heard 

the sound 
of cars racing.  The 

exhaust note of the British 

cars intrigued me.”  
     The DeShanes made their way to the 
track and watched as a number of Brit-
ish sports cars raced around the circuit.  
The sight and sound of them being 
driven to the limit made a lasting im-
pression on him.  That event developed 
into Bob’s near fanaticism for British 
sports cars.
 Bob later opened the Little Britain 
Motor Company in Little Britain, just 
north of Port Perry.  It is also known 
locally as DeShane’s Auto Service.  To-
day it is run by Bob and his son Craig, 
another avid British sports car fan.  Bob 
gained considerable success racing 
Austin Minis and passed his skills on 
to his son Craig.  Craig now races a 
“Bug Eye” Austin Healey Sprite and 
has also earned considerable success.
 A number of cars have already pre-
registered to attend Port Perry’s “Brits 
on the Lake.”  They include a variety of 
MGs, Austin Healeys, Triumphs, Jag-
uars and Minis. In addition numerous 
owners of British Motor bikes will be in 
attendance including B.S.A.s, Nortons, 
Matchless and Triumphs. 
 Some British racing cars will also be 
in attendance including Marcos, Mini, 

Here come the Brits

British car
invasion in
Port Perry
August 9

MG TC 
Midget 
Roadster
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Lotus 7 and Elva Courier.
 “Car and motor bike clubs from all over Southern On-
tario are expected to send representation. Queen Street will 
be closed to traffic for the occasion so that the public can 
examine the cars at leisure,”  Bob added.
 The British Car Festival will help celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the first production Mini. Another lesser 
known British car, the Marcos is also celebrating 50 years 
on the road. These two celebrations will be part of the fes-
tival. Part of the festivities will include a photo contest and 
a video contest. The winning video will be shown on You 
Tube.
 The cars entered in the festival will all be judged 
through “Peoples’ Choice” and prizes will be awarded in 
many classes. There is no registration fee for cars entered 
and the entire festival is open to the public on Queen Street.  
The first cars will begin arriving at 9:00 a.m. and vehicles 
are expected to be arriving throughout the morning.
 To add to the festival atmosphere, the BIA has inaugu-
rated a Hawaiian theme, adorning the windows with all 
things tropical to help you enjoy the summer heat.  Mer-
chants will be selling leis and other Hawaiian themed items 
to help raise funds for the Port Perry Hospital Foundation.
 Bob noted, “no show reaches its potential in the first 
year, so we are hoping that the event will become an annual 

event. British car events always set a tone different from 
other car shows.”    
 He added, “Port Perry is noted for its unique character 
downtown, so we are hoping that the event will attract 
many tourists along with car enthusiasts.”  
 Judging by the enthusiasm of a number of British car 
clubs, August 9 promises to be a busy day in Port Perry.

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

           Upcoming 
Dinner Dance Cruises

Dinner Dance - Aug. 7 & 14
Gilligan’s Island - Aug. 15 
British Invasion - Aug. 28 

Book early and save 10%
Call for reservations at 905-982-1106 

or book online at www.scugogcruises.com

Mediterranean - Aug. 8
Elvis Tribute - Aug. 21
Caribbean - Aug. 29

   by William Shakespeare 

Directed by: Annette Stokes-Harris and Michael Serres
Produced by: Nancy Melcherand Joanne Mollon

Oct. 22, 23, 24, 30, 2009 at 8 pm
Oct. 24, 25, 31, 2009 at 2 pm

Town Hall 1873,
302 Queen St., Port Perry

Tickets available at: 
META4 Gallery

200 Queen St., Port Perry
www.meta4gallery.ca

905-985-1534
For more information: 

www.borelians.org

1/3 Page
Horizontal

Mari-Ann Britt, DD

DENTURE CLINIC
Private Waiting Room Teeth Whitening
Same Day Repairs & Relines Mouth Guards
Implant Retained Dentures Full/Partial Dentures
                      

Your Smile Makeover Specialist

14500 Simcoe St., Unit 2 
(McDonald’s Plaza)
Port Perry
905-982-2087  •  Fax: 905-982-2088

DENTURE CLINIC

Your Smile Makeover SpecialistYour Smile Makeover Specialist

Get Your



Lebel Shingles LTD.
 Owner: Yvan Lebel

905-985-8493
Port Perry

LOOK
UP!
What do you see? 

A roof that needs some TLC?

Protect Your Investment
A Good Roof is Good Proof

30 YEARS OF QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

We specialize in Quality Asphalt 
Shingles and Metal Flashing

Reroofing, New Work, Repairs
FULLY INSURED

Clean water. Green future.

Let’s get something perfectly clear –
Your Water!
We supply a complete line of equipment including…
Water Softeners, Iron Filters, Reverse Osmosis, 
Ultra Violet Lamps, Gas Removers, Pumps, 
Pressure Tanks & Supplies

FREE

VIO Systems • 1894 Scugog Street, Unit 1, Port Perry
905-985-4900 or 1-888-468-1336 • www.ecowater.ca

8
0

Ye

ars of innovatio
n

S
E

R
V

IS
O

F
T

MIRACLE WATER

L
IN

D
S

A
Y

Since 1925.

Top four Greatest 
            Payback Potentials*
Bathroom renovation ........................75-100%
Kitchen renovation ............................75-100%
Interior Painting ................................50-100%
Exterior painting ................................50-100%

  Ten Average Payback Potentials*
Roof shingle replacement ...................50-80%
Furnace/heating system ......................50-80%
Basement renovation ..........................50-75%
Installing a fi replace ............................50-75%
Flooring ...............................................50-75%
Constructing a garage .........................50-75%
Window/door replacement ..................50-75%
Building a deck ....................................50-75%
Central air conditioning .......................25-75%

*Appraisal Institute of Canada

Many renovations will eventually 

pay for themselves by increasing 

the value of the property. That’s 

called payback. Invest money 

into your home and when you 

sell you get that money back in 

the form of a higher selling price.

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

INVEST      in your
Home

905-985-0420
www.wood-tech.ca    

FREE ESTIMATES – COMPETITIVE PRICES

WOODTECH
CUSTOM CABINETS
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Please see our ad on page 12

CARPENTRY
ImpeccableImpeccable

• Stairs:  capping, 
transform carpeted to hardwood

• Hardwood & Laminate Flooring
• Hardwood/Laminate Floor Repairs
• Custom Cabinets & Furniture
• Fireplace Mantels

905-985-1733BEFORE AFTER

HOME RENOVATIONS INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RETAINING WALLS MINI HOE
LANDSCAPING  BOBCAT SERVICE

INTERLOCKING STONE WORK

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090

or cell: 905-261-7840

Thinking of things you need done?
THINK OF US!

  The

RIGHT
Connections

mean everything.

Your home electrical 
wiring is much too 
important to leave 
to just anyone. You 
can trust our careful, 
professional service 
to wire your home 
safely and efficiently.

MONSMA ELECTRIC LTD. 905-431-5042
INDUSTRIAL  • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Proper landscape design and plan-

ning will increase the aesthetic 

quality of your property, add to 

its usability, and decrease home 

energy costs by controlling solar 

gain and ventilation.

Three types of renovations
•  Lifestyle renovations

improve your home  and your 
way of life. 

•  Retrofi t projects
usually focus on your home’s 
shell or mechanical systems. 

•  Maintenance & repair 
renovations
protect the investment you 
have made in your house.
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• Additions
• Renovations
• Custom made 
   Cupboards & Vanities
Siding • Soffi t • Fascia 
Window & Door Replacement

AY
 ANKINR Carpentry & 

Woodworking

OVER 31 YEARS IN BUSINESS

       Shop:  905-985-3943
Residence: 905-985-3974
           Cell: 905-431-5528

3 YEAR
GUARANTEE

Over 21 Years Experience 
Designing Dream Kitchens.

Kitchens For All Budgets.

Silestone & Granite
Countertops

Drop In For Your 
Free Design Appointment

48  Water St., Port Perry
905-985-3767

Ken Murray

 ELECTRIC

905-985-7005

• Commercial

• Industrial

• Residential

• Pole Line Construction

PORT PERRY

46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville ON
905-640-6213   •   1-866-421-4425

www.soapstoneontario.com

granite, marble, slate, hanstone, silestone, caesarstone, & zodiac countertops

Visit our showroom for a personal demonstration of the 

SEEING IS BELIEVING
Come on in: 
Mon. - Thurs. 8-5, Fri. 8-4:30

DON’T SETTLE FOR ORDINARY

The perfect countertop for a busy lifestyle.

Luxury Countertops
within a 1/2 hour drive

CLOSED 
AUGUST 2-10

See You 
Soon!

Please see our ad on page 11

If your home isn’t equipped with 

adequate wiring, you won’t be 

able to use home computers and 

peripherals, telephone and audio 

equipment or cable and satellite 

receivers to their fullest capacities.
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Please turn to page 14

of the same name in the 1960s television series “Bever-
ley Hillbillies,” is a one year old pot bellied pig who 

also happens to be an amusing 
and loveable pet to the Iafrate 
family.     
       Not only does she share a 
home with the family but, as her 

owner Justine Iafrate humorously 
explains, she often shares bath 
time too (with the kids of course).  

       According to Justine, there is no 
other pet as gentle or well-mannered 

as Ellie Mae, “She loves to cuddle on 
the couch and watch TV with us.” There 

is also no pet as clean as Ellie Mae, as 
Justine insists, “she would never be caught 

dead rolling in the mud outside as people 
often think pigs do.” 
      But there is a difference between Ellie 
Mae and your typical farm pig. She is a 

pot belly, which means she is a domesti-
cated smaller version of a farm pig. As 
Justine explains, pot bellied pigs have 
shorter snouts and, if bred properly, 
they should only reach the weight of a 

medium-sized dog or less. 
        These differences are what make pot 

bellies more appropriate house pets. In fact, 
Justine assures many of the cliché notions of pigs 

as messy and unhygienic animals could not be further 
from the truth. 

      The Adams family of Port Perry, proud owners of an 11 year 
old pot bellied pig named Hamlet, couldn’t agree more.
         In fact, Katie Adams confidently claims “they’re cleaner than 
dogs and cats.” She explains that Hamlet loves bath time, prefers to 
use the litter box in the colder months and loves nothing more than 
basking in the summer sun.  
      Aside from their surprising cleanliness, pot bellies still maintain 
some distinctive “pig-like” qualities. Justine says pigs are known for 
being highly intelligent animals and the pot belly is no exception to 
this rule. Besides watching TV, Ellie Mae is more than eager to sit, 
shake a “hoof,” and play dead. 
 But even more impressive than her ability to master typical dog 

Ellie Mae and Hamlet are pot bellied pigs who 
 enjoy living in a house, far

  better than in a barn...

Hamlet

This little piggy

ANY OF US know the story of Char-
lotte’s Web. A young girl is immediately 
fond of a new piglet born in her family’s 
barn and decides to raise the piglet on her 

own, as if it were a new puppy or kitten. Of course, 
Charlotte’s Web is just a child’s tale and, in everyday 
life, raising a pig as a house pet seems completely out 
of the question. Or so most would think. 
        Ellie Mae, whose name is a parody to the character 

M
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 Justine Iafrate with Ellie Mae, the family’s pot bellied pig, and her children Skyler, left and Peyton.

Continued from page 13
Besides 
watching 
television,  
Ellie Mae  
is more than 
eager to sit, 
shake a ‘hoof’ 
or play dead. 

manoeuvres, is her ability to open cupboards, ring bells when she wants outside and alert 
the house when Justine’s daughters are almost home from school.  
 “Ellie Mae just knows when the bus is going to arrive. She starts to make this noise that 
sounds like a honk,” explains Justine with a laugh. “And then she runs to the window 
making this honking sound, it is so funny to watch.” 
 The Iafrate family can attest that Ellie Mae is quite the comical pet. Her honking noise 
is just the beginning in a long line of hilarious stunts she manages to pull-off, much to her 
family’s delight. 
 Justine recalls one particular incident when Ellie Mae managed to “intoxicate” herself 
with some leftover Christmas booze; proof that, just like farm pigs, pot bellies are curious 
creatures that like to “nose” around. 
 “Friends of ours had brought over ‘Naughty and Nice’ shooters for a dinner party we 
were hosting. We put them in the liquor cabinet and, long story short, Ellie being the clever 
pig she is managed to pull open the cabinet door and engage in drunken festivity while we 
were away.” 
 As Justine recalls, Ellie was clever enough to know that she would never be able to 

E X OT I C  A N I M A L S
Saturday August 22 - Starting at 6:00 p.m.

NORTHWOOD ZOO
2192 Cookson Lane, Seagrave  905-985-2738

$15. Adults  • $13. Seniors • $11 Kids 12 & under  • 2 & under free

~ Barbecue ~ 
$6.00 Texas Burger & Pop, or Sausage & Pop 

Night SafariNight Safari
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 With the weed situation somewhat under 
control this summer, the Rotary Club of Port 
Perry is looking forward to some great rides 
when Aquarama hits the waves at the lakefront 
on Sunday, August 16.
 For 15 years Aquarama has thrilled, enter-
tained and raised thousands of dollars for local 
charities and this year the Rotary Club hopes 
to raise in excess of $10,000. If they are success-
ful the club will reach an incredible $150,000 in 
donations since the event began.
 Teams consist of five riders who must raise 
at least $75 each in pledges. Registration begins 
at 9:30 a.m. on race day and races get underway 
at 11 a.m. All collected pledges must be turned 
in at the registration desk.
 Even if you have no experience on a wa-
tercraft you can still take part, as everything 
including a lifejacket is provided.
 At the end of the day, prizes will be awarded 
for the highest individual pledges collected, the 
fastest team and individual times, the highest 
team pledges, the most unusual ride, and the 
most amusing costume.
 Don’t miss the fun - mark you calendar now 
for Sunday, August 16, rain or shine.

Aquarama ready
to hit the waves 

open the bottles. Instead, she went straight for the vodka shooters and 
proceeded to open and drink all six of them. “There was not a drop of 
alcohol left on the floor,” Justine says with a laugh. 
 Of course, as any pet owner would, Justine immediately panicked 
and thought the worst as alcohol is highly toxic to animals, but Ellie Mae 
seemed to be fine the next morning despite being “a little hung-over.”   
 Aside from all the comic relief Ellie Mae has provided for the Iafrate 
family, her most note-worthy contribution is her joyful companionship 
and loving nature. “She is great with the children and with our two 
dogs,” Justine says. “We have never had any issues with her and it’s 
because pigs are such gentle and calm animals.” 
 Justine also explains that pot bellies possess a variety of other traits 
that make them more than ideal family pets. “Many don’t realize that 
pigs are hypoallergenic because they have hair and not fur.” 
 In fact, Katie Adams explains this factor was one of the reasons her 
family decided on a pot belly over a dog or cat. “My brother is allergic to 
fur,” she says. “That’s why pot bellies are a great option for people with 
allergies.“
 And, while all pets require a lot of responsibility, Justine says she 
would not equate the commitment level of a pot belly to that of a dog 
(she would know, she has both). “They’re not quite as needy as a dog, but 
not as independent as a cat,” she says. 
 Despite what some may think, owning a pet pig is far from a new 
trend. As Justine explains, they are especially popular pets in Texas and 
about twenty years ago pot bellied pigs were also common here. How-
ever, Ontario has since passed by-law restrictions which prohibit people 
living in typical residences from owning pigs.   
 Justine finds this “unfortunate,” as many families who currently have 
pot bellies pigs know the joy that comes along with owning one. Justine 
believes they may never be able to find that same companionship with 
another animal. If dog-lovers are dog-lovers, it seems only natural that 
pig-lovers are truly pig-lovers. 
 Watching Justine playfully snuggle with Ellie Mae and seeing the as-
sortment of pictures of the loveable pig and the children gracing the walls 
certainly indicates the affection this family has for their pet.   
 Similarly, hearing Katie gush about Hamlet and his adorable antics 
is enough to see the special bond that also exists for the Adams’ family. 
Perhaps owning a pig as a household pet doesn’t seem so odd after all. 
 Of course before deciding to adopt a pot bellied pig, it is important to 
thoroughly do your research. Pot bellies should be obtained from repu-
table breeders and will require good quality pig food, veterinary care and 
will need to be spayed or neutered. They are also social animals and will 
require lots of attention and interaction. 
 For more information, visit the North American Pot Bellied Pig As-
sociation (NAPPA) at www.petpigs.com. 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog
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Thumbs Up - Nice to see the Township reacted quickly at our 
lakefront ball diamonds after a woman was struck in the 
head by a foul ball recently. The installation of high net-
ting to avoid any more unfortunate accidents is a good 

We’d hate to see the lakefront diamonds, which are so unique 
to this community moved, when surrounding the diamonds with 
higher nets would be a quick and reasonable solution.

Thumbs Down - to smokers who congregate nearby exits 
and entrances to public buildings, stores etc., creating 
a toxic barrier of blue smoke as they expel pungent 
second-hand smoke into the surrounding air. Persons 

entering or exiting these areas are forced to suck in a lung 
full of fresh air before closing down their breathing system, to 
make their way through the foul odour. 

Thumbs Up - to the Mississaugas of Scugog Island for their 
ambitious plans for the future of the Great Blue Heron 
Casino. Although plans are in their infancy, it appears 
the new facility, proposed for a new site south of the 

existing facility will be much larger. And while not a frequent 
user ourselves, we’re sure the news will be welcomed by the 

Thumbs Down - to the Feds in charge of Canada Post for their 

to walk into the front lobby and be greeted by a portrait 
of Queen Elizabeth, but it’s time this faded, outdated 
1977 image was replaced. The picture on our Canadian 

replace this embarrassing portrait with a more recent image.

Thumbs Down - to the thieves that cut down a tree to remove  
water monitoring equipment at the north end of Lake 
Scugog last month. The equipment, owned by Kawar-
tha Conservation Authority, was used to monitor water 

Thumbs Down - Sadly we have to report yet another act of 
vandalism at Pine Grove Cemetery in Prince Albert. 
While not near as severe as the 79 gravestones that 
were toppled a year ago, vandals slipped into the 

Thumbs Up - Ending on a positive note we would be remiss 
not to congratulate Shannon and Aurora, their staff and 
volunteers at Scugog Shores Museuem for the two fan-
tastic days they provided for area pooches. The annual 

Dog Days held at the museum ground was outstanding and 
if the crowds were any indication, one of the best ever. We’re 
giving a big ‘two paws up’ for a job well done. 

ThumbswebC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

Warranty Available 
Good, reliable certified 

vehicles from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house 
leasing 
available

If you missed us at Dog Days of Scugog, 
be sure to catch us at.....

1894 Scugog St., Port Perry • 905-985-0554

Dunn
 Denture Clinic

Port Perry
 Denture Clinic

&
• Complete & Partial Denture Services
• Same Day Relines & Repairs
• All Insurance Plans Accepted Mike Dunn DD

Dunn
 Denture Clinic

Oshawa
196 Bond St. E. (At Division)

Port Perry
 Denture Clinic

Port Perry
6 High St. (Unit #4)

Reputation Built 
On Quality & Service
For Over 30 Years
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DOGGIE DAYS!

Meet Mandy, a cute little Shih-Tzu pup who 

Zoey, a 10 month old Yorkie strikes a pose.

 Hundreds of dogs in every 
conceivable size, shape and colour 
converged on Scugog Shores Mu-
seum July 18, 19 for the annual Dog 
Days of summer event.
 Blessed with good weather, this 
year’s event went off without a hitch 
and drew record crowds over the 
two days to see dogs perform in a 
variety of events and view the prod-
ucts on display at the booths set up 
by 70 vendors.
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 The Port Perry Farmer’s Market 
has gotten off to a great start dur-

with each week getting busier for 
the vendors. About a dozen local 
vendors set up each Saturday at 
the parking lot beside Scugog’s 
new waterpark and playground on 
Water St.
 The Farmer’s Market will be 
open every Saturday morning, un-
til Thanksgiving weekend. Hours 
of operation are from 8:00 a.m. 
until 12 noon.
 Above, Zee Prenger of Bee 
Keeper shows off the pure honey 
products she sells.

Photo by Jonathan van Bilsen

KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
                all year round
   Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
                   Prom, Evening 
                        Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

13th Anniversary Sale

ACUPUNCTURE
For the relief of stress, aches and pains, repetitive strain injuries 

and to help accelerate post-surgery recovery.
 Also o! ering acupressure massage, acupuncture without the needles.

Treat the root of the problem  –  not just the symptom.

Healing Points Acupuncture
Susanne Schmid, Certifi ed and Registered Acupuncturist

 Call for appointment:   905 244 4336
1894 Scugog St., (Food Basics Plaza) Port Perry

Bottle your wine for
Summer 
Celebrations
White - Red - Blush - Zinfandel
All kits include: tax, corks, shrinks, and labels

Lisandras
Winemaking at its BEST

38 Water St., 
Port Perry
905-985-1197

~ SERVING SCUGOG SINCE 1997 ~

Taylor Forder 
Insurance Brokers
Ltd.
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Our Past is Showing
 New art inspired by artifacts headlines 

Thursday, September 10.
-

-

 The centre is located in the 

available for $20. 

Murder Mystery Evening
popular ‘Mur-

all adults. Assistant detectives will have the opportunity to dis-

 Prizes, donated by local merchants, will be awarded to the 

Pioneer Fall Fair

-

September a busy month at museum

905-985-3624

Dr. Dwayne Hooper
BSc, DC

PAIN-FREE
Live

Erin Smith
Registered Massage Therapist



won articles such as a laced hat and a pair of spurs, the runners-
up got a pair of shoes and buckles and the one in third place 
came away with a pair of buckskin gloves. 

Ontario followed suit in 1792 with the Agricultural Society of 
Upper Canada based at Niagara on the Lake. The system of 
agricultural societies and their fairs spread all over Ontario in the 
1800’s, organized by county and township.

endured in Canada to the present day. Each year, some 950 
country or agricultural fairs are held across Canada—about 600 of 
them in Ontario. Fairs have become an ingrained part of Canada’s 
culture in our society.

On May 21, 1765, approximately 100 farmers from just west of 
Halifax, travelled rutted dirt roads to the settlement of Fort Edward 

They brought with them their best livestock—horses, cattle, oxen, 
hogs and sheep, and samples of their grain and homemade 

establish on this continent a cultural event—the annual country fair. 

The farmers exhibited their animals and goods, and those judged 
best in their class won prizes—broadcloth; a silver medal for the 

of shears and a medal for the sheep; and yards of ribbon and 
a medal for the best dairy products. Wrestling matches were a 
popular entertainment for the fairgoers and the champ of the day 

Ontario Fairs have changed since their 
inception, but they still carry on their 
mandate of promoting agriculture and 
the rural lifestyle.

Want to see modern tradition meet the 
modern world? Attend a fair!

I’m Going To The Fair,  ARE YOU?

LABOUR DAY WEEKEND
Saturday night, September 5            

through Monday, September 7
Plus Midway ONLY 

Friday, September 4, 5-11pm
Port Perry Fair Grounds, Reach Street & Old Simcoe

Sat. Sept. 5 at 7:00 p.m.

Truck & Tractor Pull
Sponsored by Great Blue Heron

Charity Casino

Aaron Lines
Sponsored by kx96

Bull Riding

Sun.  Sept. 6 at 9:00 p.m. Mon. Sept. 7 at 12 Noon

ADMISSION

Adults 14+: $8:00 / Weekend Pass: $15.00
Children 5-13: $4.00 / Weekend Pass: $8.00

4 & Under: FREE
Parking: $3.00

+ + + +  P L U S
Harness Horse Racing & Pari-Mutuel Betting, 

Demolition Derby, Family Rodeo, 
4H Beef & Dairy Shows, Pet Contest, Heavy Horse Show, 

Midway, Beer Tent, Cloggers, Fiddle Contest, 
Home Crafts Exhibit, Craft & Agricultural Demonstrations,

+ + + + and more!
  Uxbridge Reach St.

Sim
co

e S
t.

Bi
ge

low
  S

t.

Bay St.

Queen St.
Hwy. 7AManchester

Reg. Rd. No. 8

Whitby Oshawa

FAIRGROUNDS

PORT PERRY

401

N

Hw
y. 1

2

Old Simcoe Rd.

Sim
co

e S
t.

For more info call 905-985-0962 or www.portperryfair.com

PA

Y ONE PRICE MIDWAY PASS • $15 ADVANCE ONLY

Goo
d for

Sat
urd

ay evening OR Monday ONLY • Available atVos’ Independent Grocers
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LOCAL FAIR 
HIGHLIGHTS

Blackstock Fair

Midway Opens
Friday, August 28
4:00 p.m.

Fair Parade
Saturday, August 29
10:30 a.m.

Super Kidsworld
Saturday, August 29

Demolition Derby
Saturday, August 29
7:00 p.m.

Uxbridge Fair
Tractor Pull
Friday, September 11
7:00 p.m.

Barn Yard Rodeo
Saturday, September 12 
1:00 p.m.

Lawn Tractor Races
Saturday, September 12 
4:00 p.m.

Demolition Derby
Saturday, September 12 
7:00 p.m.

Cruise-in Car Show
Sunday, September 13 
11:00 a.m. 

Horse Pull
Sunday, September 13 
2:30 p.m.

Port Perry Fair
Midway Opens
Saturday, September 5
6:00 p.m.

Truck & Tractor Pull
Saturday, September 5
7:00 p.m.

Mechanical Bull Riding
Sunday, September 6
11:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Demolition Derby
Sunday, September 6
7:00 p.m.

Aaron Lines Concert
Sunday, September 6
9:00 p.m.

Family Rodeo
Monday, September 7
11:00 a.m.

Rodeo Bull Riding
Monday, September 7
12:00 noon

AUGUST 29, 2009
Blackstock Fair

Super Kidsworld
Dog Obstacle Course
Horse Pull  • Agworld 

4-H and Livestock Shows

144th Annual

•  Midway Opens: Friday, Aug. 28 at 4pm
and 10am Saturday

• Parade Saturday 10:30am
• Demo Derby Saturday at 7:00 pm
• Country Music all afternoon on stage

Entertainment for all ages!

This year’s    
 theme:

For more information call 905-986-0035

JOHN CAVERS - Children’s Entertainer / 
Magician

ZOO TO YOU -
Animal Show

New!
On-site Parking 

(just $2)

DON’T BE A COUCH POTATO... 
Come to Blackstock Fair 
                          and Demo Derby

905-852-5040

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

Ce

leb
rating

50 Years of Care at Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital!

UXBRIDGE
FALL FAIR
September 11, 12, 13

in Elgin Park
Enter off Elgin Park Drive

Sutton Fair
and Horse Show

August 6-9

Fenelon Falls Fair
August 7-9

Blackstock Fair
August 28-29

Port Perry Fair
September 5-7

Durham Central
Fair - Orono

September 10-13

Uxbridge Fair
September 11-13

Sunderland Fair
September 15-16

Beaverton Fair
September 18-20

Lindsay Central
Exhibition

September 23-27

Bobcaygeon Fair
October 1-3

Markham Fair
October 1-4
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 Dogs, dogs, dogs! They came in all shapes, sizes and colours to 
show off their skills at the Scugog Historical Museum’s annual “Dog 
Days” event on July 18,19.  The popular ‘doggie day’ attracted a 
record crowd estimated at 2,500 in attendance, which raised close 
to $13,000 for the museum. Above, a couple of the dog participants 
make their way through the skills course.

150 Water St., Port Perry
905-982-2103

150 Water St., Port Perry
905-982-2103

Corinna & Scott Wylie

Brent Harper Lauren Henriques Monday  through Sunday
11:30 a.m. - 11:00+ p.m.

NOW  OPEN!NOW  OPEN!NOW  OPEN!

“We would like to express our 
appreciation to our friends and 
family who made our collective 
dream become a reality.  
Without you, we could not share 
our passion with our hometown 
of Port Perry.”

With Love and Gratitude,
Brent,Scott,Corinna and Lauren

Experience the Servicing Dealer 
difference.  Not only will your 
trimmer be ready to use, but our 
friendly staff will make sure you 
know how to start it easily and 
use it safely.  Plus, we service 
what we sell – guaranteed!

Feature prices are in effect until June 30, 2009 at participating Dealers.

FS 38$149 95

$23995
50% Easier

To Start

$24995
Versatile
trimmer

Straight Shaft

STIHL Quality - 
Great Price

FS 40 C-E FS 55 R

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

    Feature prices are in effect until June 30, 2009 or until stock lasts, at participating Dealers.
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of Port Perry’s dumps was located along that stretch of 
road throughout much of the 1940s and 1950s.
 There is an old saying that only two things in life are 
sure - that being death and taxes - but possibly dumps 
should be added to that list.
  People have had to dispose of garbage for as long as 
humans have inhabited the planet, although by today’s 
standards, garbage dumps of a century ago would have 
been little more than small pits in which to get rid of 
scraps and bones.
 Today, dumps have become big business as govern-
ments struggle to get rid of thousands of tons of garbage 
which include plastics, bags, bottles, metal tins, packag-
ing and almost anything you can imagine.
 Here in Port Perry, we’ve traced back the disposal 
of garbage as far as possible, with the earliest mention 
of dumps coming in December 1922 when the Village 
of Port Perry passed a by-law to provide a “Dumping 
Ground” which the town fathers could regulate.
 Prior to this by-law, garbage disposal was unregu-

lated and was being dumped beside the lake along 
the west side of Water St. between Casimir and 
Scugog  Streets (7A Hwy.), with no controls 
over what was being thrown out.
 So it was in March 1922 the Village of 
Port Perry passed its first by-law, prohibit-
ing disposing of garbage in the old dump 
along the south end of Water St.
 A new dumping ground was established 
at the north end of Water St. where an area 
was staked off near the lake, adjacent to the 
lands of the Union Milling Co. (now location 
of the Scugog Library and Port Perry Marina).
 This is the probable dump site Dave 
Cappo drilled into when he came across the 
large cache of old bottles.
 The bottles he found ranged from what 
appear to be ‘food’ related products such as 
Lang’s CC Sauce, to a small inkwell with the 
inscription “Script - the successor to ink”.
 Possibly the most unusual bottles are 

 

Perry railway line, north of the library, 

one of the boreholes.
-

new hydro poles for Hydro One.

 
bottles  from one hole. Many of the 

he said there appeared to be “tons 
 

-
Dave Cappo with 
bottles found in 

Port Perry.

FORMER DUMP SITE 
GIVES UP PIECES

OF OUR PAST

Please turn to page 24
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those labelled “Esco Distinctive Embalming,” fluid. A quick 
check on e-Bay and we find identical embalming bottles, dated 
from the early 1900s, selling for between $25 and $40 each.
 About the same time as the dump along the south end of 
Water St. was in use, there was another site near the lake also 
being used to get rid of garbage.
 An April 1927 article in the local newspaper reported, “due 
to widening of the Scugog Bridge (now known as the 
causeway), arrangements have been made for citizens 
requiring to dump rubbish, to dump it on the south 
side of the bridge, not on the bridge.
 It was when this dump, near the west end of the 
causeway (Scugog Bridge) was still being used that 
a rumour began suggesting the causeway had been 
built on top of old automobiles.
 But the rumour about the causeway having been 
built on top of hundreds of old cars was untrue, ac-
cording to information provided by lifelong resident 
Bill Carnegie before he died a number of years ago. 
 Bill explained the rumour got started because in 
January 1931, following a fire at the Carnegie Ford 
dealership (located behind the present Home Hardware), 
the burnt-out shells of a number of cars were hauled 

to the lakeside dump near the causeway where they were 
disposed. Many of the cars ended up at the water’s edge, but 
were removed when the causeway was expanded by the pro-
vincial government in 1961.
 Further research reveals no further information about this 
dump site, although it appears from newspaper articles that 
dumping was taking place on both sides of the roadway (7A 
Hwy.), which today would be the land adjacent to the Vos In-
dependent grocery store parking lot on the north side and the 
Homestead Furniture property on the south side.
 No further mention of Port Perry’s garbage dumps could 
be found for 15 years, but in August 1943 the newspaper 
reported  a new site for the town dump had been selected, 
north and west of the current dump, along the old C.N.R. track 
beyond the limits of private property.  
 The article went on to report, “What has been an eyesore 
at the lakefront for some time is to be cleaned up and the town 
dump is to be moved to a new site. Great carelessness has been 
shown by a number of people in the way they have scattered 
rubbish of all kinds, not only on the dump itself, but along the 
road side to the ‘Curts’ corner (Dairy Queen corner) and across 
the Scugog Bridge” (causeway).
 The following week the Village placed an advertisement 

 This map provides the 

timelines of Port Perry dumps 

that all the dumps were located 

 Below, left, is a picture of 
the dump located beside the 

can be seen in the distance.

The Durham Region dump on Regional Rd. #8 just before it closed in 1989.

1920s

1920s

1920s 
1930s

1920s1920s 
1930s

1940s 
1950s

Old cars
dumped 

here

Continued from page 23
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notifying ratepayers that all dumping of garbage and junk at 
the dump south of Reesor’s Sawmill (north west corner of 7A & 
Water St.) had been forbidden by the Provincial Board of Health. 
Violaters, they said, would be subject to legal action.
 The new dump along the old railway line (see photo on 
previous page) was used until 1959 when a delegation appeared 
before council requesting it be moved from Water St., claiming 
it was an eyesore and source of contamination.
 In 1971 the Village of Port Perry, along with the townships 
of Reach and Scugog agreed to share the cost of a landfill 
garbage disposal area, that would be used jointly by the three 
municipalities. The site picked was located on Regional Rd. #8, 
just west of the Port Perry town limits. This is the current site of 
Scugog Township’s garbage transfer site.
 This site was operated efficiently by the three municipalities 
until 1975 when it was taken over by the Region of Durham. 
In July 1988 the  Region’s works department recommended 
that the Scugog landfill site be closed, since it was reaching its 
maximum for garbage. The last load of garbage was dumped in 
this site on March 31, 1989.
 After being closed, the Region of Durham spent a couple of 
years reclaiming the entire site by covering it with clean fill. A 
few years later a garbage transfer site was constructed on the 
property. This is the same waste disposal station that is in use to 
this day. 
 When the site first opened, local residents were allowed free 
dumping priviledges, but that ended in December 1996 when 
Durham Region announced a $2 dumping fee at local garbage 
transfer stations. Many residents where angered by the $2 
charge insisting it was a ‘user fee’ for a service they already pay 
for in their taxes. 
 Today the Port Perry Waste Disposal Site accepts all types of 
garbage and recyclable materials. All vehicles, including cars, 
vans, and pickup trucks are subject to waste disposal charges 
based on the weight of material disposed. Minimum cost to 
dispose of household garbage at this site is $5 per vehicle load.
 The latest one year figures available (2007), show that 51,462 
vehicles utilized the Region’s waste disposal site in Port Perry. 
During the same period 6,924 tonnes of waste was processed 
through the transfer facility.
 Port Perry’s come a long way in the past century - from  
throwing garbage onto an open dump alongside the lakefront, 
to a sophisticated dumping system from which much of our 
garbage is hauled off to Michigan in the USA to be dumped.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

 

Bylaw 810 - A bylaw to provide a Dumping 
Ground for the Village of Port Perry  

and to regulate same.
 That whereas a certain area lying to the east 

of the travelled road on Water Street and between 
Cinderella and Scugog Streets in the Village of Port 
Perry has hitherto been set aside and permission 
given to the public to dump refuse thereon of a non-
objectionable character.

 And whereas this road has not become a much 
travelled road and leading thoroughfare therefore it 
has become necessary in the interest of the adjacent 
property holder and in the public interest to discon-
tinue this practice.

 Therefore the Village of Port Perry enacts as  
follows:

 • That on and after the publication of this bylaw 
it shall be an offense to deposit any kind of mate-
rial, refuse, garbage or rubbish on aforementioned 
lands or within the area so described (except 
clean dirt or ashes under the direction of the Street 
Commissioner) under penalty of $10 for each and 
every offense.

 • And it is further enacted that an area be staked 
off at the north end of Water Street at the lake, adja-
cent to, but not on, the land of the Farmers Union 
Milling Co. upon which the public may deposit refuse.

 • Provided however that nothing of an offensive 
nature or which may become a nuisance or danger-
ous or injurious to health be so deposited.

 • That any person or persons violating this bylaw 
by depositing or causing to be deposited any matter 
or material of an offensive nature as aforesaid shall 
be liable to a fine of $10 and cost and the charges for 
removal of the said nuisance.

 • And it is further enacted that the Constable shall 
post placards on Water Street on the section herein-
before mentioned warning the public of the withdrawl 
of the dumping privilege heretofore permitted and 
advising them of the imposition of the fine.

 Dated December 11, 1922

The 1922 Bylaw

The Dragon Boat Festival
The Trading Post (James & Lori Cannon)

Tim Hortons (Port Perry)

Vos Independent
Rotary Club of Port Perry Family Members

The Rotary Club of 
Port Perry would like to thank 
the following contributors to 
the Dragon Boat BBQ.

Your continued support of 
our Club aids in local, national 
and international projects 
that Rotary has championed 
as areas of concern.

ROTARY

PORT PERRY
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 Kathy Dudley is at it again! 
 This Port Perry woman’s love for animals just 
compels her to help her four-legged friends and 
the way she does that is by promoting them 
in her annual “Super Pet” calendar and day 
planner.
 From an idea she spawned five years 
ago, Kathy has turned over more than 
$38,000 to the Uxbridge -Scugog Animal 
Shelter... $10,300 of that last year.
 It’s a lot of work, but she doesn’t 
mind, although she admits she really 
doesn’t know how she will be able to top 
last year’s remarkable success.
 But you can be sure she’ll give it a try 
and with that end in mind she’s already seek-
ing entries for the 6th annual “Your Super Pet” 
calendar.

 With hopes of duplicating last year’s success Kathy is 
excited to get underway. She’s calling for entries and 

reminds interested pet owners that the deadline of 
August 15 is less than two weeks away. Abso-

lute deadline is 4 p.m. that day.
 Entry forms are available at the Uxbridge-

Scugog Animal Shelter, veterinary offices 
and dog groomers in both communities. 
       To enter drop off your entry form, 
photo and $10.00 entry fee to the animal 
shelter at 1360 Reach Street, Port Perry or 
mail it to “Your Super Pet Calendar” c/o 
Kathy Dudley, 16035 Simcoe St., Port Perry, 

L9L 1S7. And remember all entries will be 
included in the calendar.

 For more information about the calendar 
or how to enter you can contact Kathy directly at 

905-985-8771.

Super Pet queen seeks entries, pictures 
for 2010 “Your Super Pet” calendar

Located in the 
Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

For an 
appointment call  

905-985-8363

THOMAS FOSTER 
MEMORIAL

9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1), 
4 km N of Uxbridge
Call for information: 

905-640-3966
www.fostermemorial.com

Admission: Donation at the Door  •  Free Monthly Draw

Every Friday Night
7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Fridays at the Foster 
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Life On The Lake

The weevils have landed.
Mission accomplished!

-

of twenty thousand weevils in a massive bed of milfoil near 

-

with the Trent-
Severn Waterway 

hours of her time 

necessary permits.  
Another vote of 

-
-

He has also offered 
to incorporate our pilot project in a study and provide the help 

-
-

interfere as chosen implantation sites were outside the lanes 

-

-

this project underway, notably that additional permits were 

plants, which appeared to be Eurasian milfoil from the sur-

-
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felt the time had come for a solu-

the community.
    We found that ten years of 

North American research point-

Weevils or Euhrychiopsis lecontei.   

problem worse as those methods do not discriminate be-

milfoil and does not touch the rest. 
     Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) and the hybrid we found 

proven to be overly invasive in our environment. The 

 
conditions are usually  
perfect for milfoil because 

-

the bottom mud is now 
super-saturated with fertil-

     This nutrient load of 

connection to human 

systems, the Port Perry 

-

-

as it is here.  Eurasian water milfoil and its hybrids cause 

nasty plant naturally.

ONTARIO EXPERIENCE

-

was more than possible after the inoculation of milfoil 

THE NATURE OF THE MILFOIL WEEVIL 

milfoil which is not as prevalent. But researchers have 
found that these little sesame-sized insects actually prefer 

 jlross@sympatico.ca or 
see our website 

Why the Stewards chose Weevils

Thank you!  

To the Baagwating Community Association 
from the Scugog Lake Stewards 

Focus on Scugog -

 Their members believe all creation is sacred and 
we need to live in harmony with one another and all 
creation.  Water is of special importance.  This latest, 

testament to their belief system. 

For additional information look up ‘milfoil  
weevils’ or  www.enviroscienceinc.com  

on the internet.  
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Why do the Lake Stewards believe that the milfoil weevil will not cause another problem 
which may even be worse than the milfoil problem?

A. Over 10 years of research super-stocking milfoil infested lakes with weevils has not produced any 
reported negative consequences. The weevil lives in the water in its egg, larva, pupa and adult 
stages.  It only heads to a dry shoreline area in late fall to over-winter in leaf duff and natural areas.
If there are already weevils in the lake, why haven’t they already done the job of eliminating 
the milfoil?

A. Milfoil weevils are only the size of a sesame seed.  Lake Scugog is a very large lake. In order to 
maximize the mating and reproduction potential of 3 to 4 generations in one season and over 200 

over-winter and will begin their work again next spring.
When the levels of the Eurasian water milfoil weed collapse because of predation by the 
weevils, what will the weevils eat then?

A. The weevil population in the lake will decrease naturally as the quantity of its food decreases.  They 
do not eat any other type of vegetation other than milfoil in or out of the water.

be 
covered in the pilot project?  

A. 
for the pilot project and all the additional analysis. One small lake in Ontario chose to solve their 
milfoil overgrowth problem using weevils ... Puslinch Lake outside Cambridge .. and it was very 

Do the Weevils sting or bite in any way?
A.  No, you probably wouldn’t even know they were in the lake.  They spend almost all their lives: egg, 

pupa, larva and adult, under water and do not come into houses, boats or the air.
Where did the Lake Stewards obtain permission to add more milfoil weevils to the lake? 

A. 

Research and Collection permits and more.  We have been congratulated on our work to improve 
the quality of the lake and helped with the permit processes by many agencies. 

portions of the lake? 
A. 

Bay milfoil beds for more than one year. Secondly, when the pilot project is proven a success and 

     
What about all the other aquatic plants in the lake?  Even without the milfoil there are still 
areas of thick ‘weeds’. 

A. 
is naturally high in plant nutrients.  It can’t help but grow plants in its shallow waters.  Sun can reach 
the bottom in all but a few places. Many native plants produce thick growth too, however, generally 

other aquatic species.  
How can I get involved?  What will be the next steps to raise funds? 

A    Make a donation to the Lake Stewards to cover costs of this project not included in the grant includ-
ing future professional assessment.  Contact the Lake Stewards through their President, Jamie 
Ross, (905) 985-0555 or jlross@sympatico.ca    Also, help is required preparing funding applica-
tions, involving the public in fun events and in educational events.

FREQUENTLY ASKED WEEVIL
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
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By Sandy Beaton, Scugog Lake Steward

due to the weather and partly due to my personal sched-

-
-

and four years later there will be a marvellous year for walleye.  However, if the water temperature holds steady or 

       Next, water clarity must be considered. 

-

-

Happiness is catching a Walleye!
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 “I have always loved to read,” 
explains Cathy with a surge of enthusi-
asm. “I was the type of girl who would 
wake up an extra hour early just so I 
could read before I had to leave.” 

For Catherine Anne Collins, reading 
has always been an irreplaceable source 
of pleasure. As a child, nothing topped 
the magical mornings she was able to 
spend curled up with a good book.  
 Whether she was learning about the 
Greek gods or getting lost in a super-
natural tale, her mind would carry her 
away to a more exciting and enchant-
ing place. It was the intrigue and mys-
tery which radiated off of stories about 
fantasy worlds and paranormal events 
that continued to fascinate Cathy well 
into her later years. 

  Now as the author of many fantasy 
and paranormal romance novels, in-
cluding the two award-winning books, 
The Crystal of Light and A Witch’s La-
ment, Cathy is elated to be putting her 

passion to work. 
She is currently 
working on the 
sequel to her lat-

est novel, A Witch’s 
Lament, while also toying with more 
ideas than she has time to get on 
paper. 
 But the world of fiction has proven 

to be quite different than the fantasy 
Cathy imagined as a young child. 
While the process of writing came 
naturally, publishing her books was 
not a simple feat. Before her stream of 
writing success, Cathy admits her con-
fidence was lagging, “I never thought 
I would be able to write a book, you 
have to be a writer to do something 
like that.” 

Cathy recalls her first attempt, a 
story about the lost city of Atlantis. “It 
was an interesting story, but certainly 
not publishable,” she says. 

 After, she began researching other 
legends and popular legacies to bring 
her ideas to life. Little did Cathy know 
how profound an effect the web would 
have on her writing possibilities, “I 
love the internet,” Cathy says, describ-
ing it as a tremendous research aid. 
“Photographs and Google Earth, in 
particular, are really great tools.”

Like Cathy, Donna Gardner, a local 
author of the mystery novel Seven 
Days, says the opportunities the web 
provides are “incredible,” especially in 
terms of desktop publishing. 

Donna explains that desktop 

publishing gave her a “head start” in 
getting her name out and helped her 
create a fan base for her work. “I think 
it is very important to do anything you 
can to get published, especially because 
it is so difficult to get published in the 
first place,” she says. By using a web-
site called selfpublisher.com, Donna 

THE WEB
Evolution of research and  

writing methods have  
opened unimagined 

opportunities for

AN AUTHORS BEST FRIEND

Catherine Anne Collins

Please turn to page 34
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HIS ATTRACTIVE red-brick home, located in the heart of Port Perry, 
was built on a parcel of land originally owned by the  town’s leading 
citizen, Joseph Bigelow. Mr. Bigelow, along with his business partners 
Charles Paxton and William M. Cochrane owned about 50 acres of land 
bounded by Lilla (Simcoe), Rosa, Queen and Paxton Streets in 1866 and 

immediately began selling lots to willing purchasers.
 Mary Clemence purchased this picturesque lot, located at the corner of Mac-
Donald and Bigelow Streets in 1869. A number of years later, during the Clemence 
ownership, they built the house that presently sits on this property. This probably 
took place in the late nineteenth century.
                    The original house has undergone a number of renova-

tions over the past century, but care has been taken to main-
tain its charm and character. The main floor features a large 
formal ‘grand room’ with fireplace and a spacious dining 
room with beamed ceilings and French doors.  All the 
windows on the main floor feature leaded glass.  
    In 1906, more than 35 years after purchasing the 
property, Mary Clemence sold the property to Henry 
and Harriett Doubt for the princely sum of $5,000. Henry 
Doubt was an accomplished tailor who owned a business 

in downtown Port Perry until 1925 when he retired and 
moved to Oshawa. He ran successfully for council in the 

early 1900s.
         The Doubt’s son Arthur became part owner in the property 
with his father Henry and the two men sold the property in Feb-

This attractive century home sits at the  
corner of Bigelow and Paxton Streets.

Madison 
Williams

Front entrance and foyer.

This Old
   House

Madison Williams Residence
180 Bigelow Street, Port Perry, Ontario

Plan 2, Lot 46
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ruary 1918 to William W. Linke. Mr. Linke transferred 
ownership the very same day to Joseph Charlton Bell.
  Mr. Bell passed away in 1924, and on May 22 that 
year his estate disposed of the property to Madison 
Williams for $4,500.
 Mr. Williams is perhaps the most noted of the 
owners of the magnificent home and is best known 
for his time operating the Williams Foundry. 
 The foundry buildings and yard occupied an 
area of six acres, with the business office on Perry St. 
The work area included a machine shop, foundry, 
pattern room, blacksmith shop and electric light 
plant. It’s main products were turbine water wheels 
and saw mill machinery. Through his products, the 
name of Port Perry became known from one end of 
the country to the other for his fine machines.
 Mr. Williams also served as a councillor for a 
number of terms on Port Perry council.
 The estate of Madison Williams sold the house 
and property on Aug. 21, 1946 to Ernest and 
Caroline Hayes for $6,500. Ernest Hayes served as 
treasurer of the local businessmen’s association for a 
time and was appointed provisional president of the 
newly formed Lions Club of Port Perry when it was 
formed in 1937.
 In March 1945 Mr. Hayes luckily escaped being 
killed when four men accosted him at the Bank 
of Commerce, where he served as manager. The 
thieves made off with their loot after locking Mr. 
Hayes in the vault. He retired later that year after 15 
years with the bank.
 After retiring, Mr. Hayes entered into public life, 
serving as a councillor until he was elected Reeve in 
1948, a post he held for five consecutive years.
 The Hayes family occupied their comfortable 
Bigelow St. home for more than 40 years. Following 
the death of Mrs. Hayes in 1989, the property once 
again changed hands. The Hayes estate sold the 
property to George and Patricia Stott for $240,000 on 
Oct. 11, 1989.
 The Stott’s research shows there were at least 
three renovations to the house. These included the 
addition of a back kitchen, then a garage behind the 
kitchen, and finally the garage was moved further 
back and a foyer and sunroom were added where 
the porch originally was located. 
 Next owners of this attractive red brick home The large living room of the Williams house 2003.

The grand room features original wood floors in 2003.

were James O. Kokkinen and Donna M. Barrow. After a short stay they 
put the home on the market in the spring of 2004 for $375,000.
 The present owners are Darren & Kelly Desautels who have owned 
this historic home for the past few years.

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed
• Windows  •  Doors
• Siding  •  Sunrooms

Take advantage of the
“Home Renovation
 Tax Credit”

vinylbilt®

WINDOWS & DOORS
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was able to publish her books herself 
with the help of a book marketing kit 
provided by the company. 

While some may think this proc-
ess interferes with the credibility of an 
author’s work, Donna believes the op-
portunities desktop publishing offers 

to writers are more important. “There 
are so many wonderful writers out 
there who just need their first break,” 
she explains. “It is really just a way to 
get your name out there.”

Aside from desktop publishing, the 
explosion of the internet has created 
tremendous opportunities in research-
ing for authors.

  Joy Johnston, local author of The 
Discovery of Joy: Pure & Simple! and Pure 
Joy, praises the web and the doors it 
opened for her when she was looking 
for a publisher. “I was so blessed that 
everything fell into my lap,” she says.  
 Joy explains that it was a re-ac-
quaintance with her first love, and the 
encouragement he provided, which 
prompted her to look for a publisher. 
“He found PublishAmerica online and 
I decided to send them a manuscript.” 

Like Cathy, Joy drew inspiration for 
her stories from life experience. “Writ-
ing is a form of therapy for me, every-
thing I write about is something that 
has happened to me,” she explains. “I 
wrote about my divorce, coming home 
to Port Perry, fly fishing because I love 
it.” 

When asked about the internet and 
the advantages it provides for writers, 
Joy says, “That’s the beauty of today’s 
world. You can join Canadian writers’ 
websites and get to know all sorts of 
people who share the love of writing.”  
 Joy says these websites serve as 
inspiration for her own work, whether 
she’s looking to change the style of her 
writing or her choice of words. She also 
uses these sites as a portal to share her 
works with other writers.   

Other forms of research, such as the 
initial stages of researching story ideas, 
have become more efficient due to the 
web. Donna credits the internet for 
allowing her to research the subjects 
she based her books on. Similarly, the 
endless information available on the 
web gave Cathy the ability to under-
stand the culture and landscapes of the 
people and events she wanted to use in 
her stories.

Cathy’s second attempt at writing, 
Sword Across Time, a fantasy novel 
which revolves around a legacy and 
descendents of Merlin the Magician, 
was the result of endless research on 
King Arthur and Britain. 

“I met a man at my book signing 
who said he had just come back from 
Britain,” she explains. “He read my 
book and he said it felt like he was 
there again.” 

Cathy soon realized the wonderful 
advantages of the online world; “Even 
though I had not personally been to 
Britain, the internet allowed me to un-
derstand it like I had been there.”

Despite Cathy’s talent for story-
telling and determination to have her 
works published, she takes the same 
position as Donna when describing the 
author’s market as incredibly competi-
tive. 

“For every author looking for a pub-
lisher or an agent, there is a 95 to 98 per 
cent chance they will be rejected,” she 
says. This competitiveness is exactly 
why Cathy believes it is now more im-
portant than ever to establish an online 
presence. 

Following her own advice, Cathy 
has created a blog, in which she pro-
vides readers and fans with updates on 
her books and interesting tidbits about 
her life, including such life-changing 
experiences as purchasing her own 50-
acre dream farm and raising baby goats 
as pets. Her hope is to create a more 
personal relationship with her fans and 
readers and to keep them informed of 

her upcoming endeavours.  
In addition to her personal blog, 

Cathy also has her own website, cath-
erineannecollins.com, and frequently 
visits such social networking portals 
as Facebook and MySpace to market 
her books. “With my first book I didn’t 
know anything about marketing,” she 
explains. 

However, after opening her eyes 
to the online world and all the oppor-
tunities available to her, in terms of 
promoting her books and connecting 
with her fans, Cathy knew she had to 
get involved.   

She also saw an opportunity to 
make her books more accessible to her 
readers through the creation of “eb-
ooks.” “ebooks allow anyone to down-
load entire books on their desktop,” 

Cathy explains. “I’m always encourag-
ing more people to purchase ebooks. It 
is so convenient.” 

As the market for writers seems to 
be growing online and as more authors 
continue to use the web to further their 
research and marketing techniques, the 
importance of the web is more appar-
ent than ever.  

 Donna says with a laugh, “It is hard 
to imagine a time when writers worked 
without it.” 

By Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 31

Donna Gardner

Joy Johnston



Whether you are looking to get together with friends or meet new ones, try 

fun, we have many interesting and educational activities right here in Scugog. 

Port Perry Tai Chi for Your Health
We are a location of the Canadian Tai Chi Academy. We teach a form of Tai 

Chi which focuses on the physical and mental well-being of the student. It is a 
continuous learning process which works to keep the body strong and fl exible 
and the mind challenged and alert.

Regular practice of this art allows the body to rejuvenate itself naturally.  
Students may notice a reduction of stress, improvement in balance and sleep and 
increased energy. Many students report a reduction in the effects of arthritis and 
other chronic diseases.

By making Tai Chi part of a healthy lifestyle earlier in life, we can remain 
healthy and active as we age.
For more information call 
Beth: 905-985-2062
www.canadiantaichiacademy.org

Please see our ad on page 39.

• Professional 
Rider/Head

Instructor for 
Hunters/Jumpers

• Assistant 
Instructor for 

Recreation Riding

LESSONS   
AVAILABLE

FOR ALL 
LEVELS

Hunters/Jumpers

www.windyhill.ca
905-982-1198
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Taoist Tai Chi Society
       of Canada

Taoist Tai Chi™
Internal arts of health

OPEN HOUSE AND 
NEW BEGINNER CLASSES
Thursday, September 10th, 2009   1:30 – 3:30 pm
Monday, September 14th, 2009     7:00 – 9:00 pm

Latcham Centre, Port Perry
Phone:  905-668-6500    www.taoist.org
A registered charitable organization #11925 8655 RR0001

®

REGISTRATION
Wednesday,  Sept. 9,  2009
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Scout Hall, Simcoe Street
Youth Programs 5-26 yrs.

For more information call Debby at

1st Port Perry Scouts

Rovers

Venturers

Scouts  

Cubs

Beavers 

Adult Leaders and Volunteers Welcome!

905-985-7687   www.scouts.ca

Get out this winter!
Looking for a way to pass the long winter days?

Come and join the fun at Port Perry Community Curling Club.  
Curling is a fun and social sport for people of all ages.  A 
variety of leagues and schedules allows for members to meet 
new people , while spending time with family and friends at 
the Club.

New to the sport?  No problem!  Qualifi ed coaches 
provide instruction at Free Learn-to-Curl clinics.  Afternoon 
and evening sessions are available in early October before 
the season starts.  Instruction is provided for young people 
when they join the Youth Leagues.  Practice ice and refresher 
courses are offered throughout the winter season.

Offered this year is a Special $50.00 Try-It rate for fi rst 
time ever curlers.  You would receive instruction, use of 
club equipment and curling in any one league (applies to 1st 
schedule only).  Also new this year is one fee for unlimited 
club curling (subject to availability) with highest league fee 
paid.

Registration nights are Tuesday, September 8 and 
Wednesday, September 9 from 7-9 p.m. at the Club.  Drop in 
for a social evening to meet the various League Reps and 
other members.  The Pro Shop will be open for your curling 
needs.
Call Lynn Hoey for more information:
905-985-5690  /  905-985-7972
www.portperrycurling.com 

Please see our ad on page 38.

Windy Hill
Windy Hill Farm is located on Scugog Island, just one 

hour northeast of Toronto, on 30 acres of rolling countryside 
overlooking the shores of beautiful Lake Scugog. Our 
exceptional facilities provide the perfect place to learn how 
to ride or to train for top-level hunter/jumper shows.

Windy Hill offers professional training for both rider 
and horse. Our students range from beginner riders to 
seasoned riders training for North American competitions. 
Our business is based on individual attention for each rider’s 
needs.

The Stalk Family owns Windy Hill. Angie Temelini is our 
Head Trainer and Pro rider. Angie focuses on developing 
horses and riders to their best potential and she represents 
Windy Hill on both the Canadian and American circuits.

Windy Hill Farm
Port Perry
905-982-1198 • www.windyhill.ca

Please see our ad on page 35.

RECREATION • EXAMINATION • COMPETITION

NEW!

TIME

PORT PERRY
DANCE ACADEMY LTD.
27 Easy Street • 905-985-5081

www.portdance.com

Voted #1
9 years in a row!

Re
gis

ter
 on

-lin
e 

tod
ay.
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FOR  INNER  PEACE

Yoga
with Mark

Two locations

PORT PERRY
Starts

September 14 
Every Monday
7:30 - 9:00 pm
 for 25 Weeks

Port Perry Scout Hall
(Simcoe Street)

BLACKSTOCK
Starts

September 15
Every Tuesday
7:30 - 9:00 pm

for 25 Weeks
Blackstock

United Church Hall
(Church Street)

Registration starts on 
first night of each 
class or prorated.

Come early.

905.439.2521

Walk-ins
Welcome!

Any questions call

… at the 
Durham
Academy of
Gymnastics

27 EASY STREET
Port Perry  • 905-985-6930

www.durhamacademyofgymnastics.ca
CALL NOW FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION

SINCE
1998

   THE 
ULTIMATE
GYMNASTICS
EXPERIENCE!

Registrations:
Daily in August, 9am - noon
also 6pm - 9pm, August 11, 13, 19 & 20

Ages 2-80 FALL SESSION BEGINS
SEPTEMBER 4

Renew your spirit
Throughout its history Port Perry Baptist 

Church has been committed to the Word of 
God (the Bible) and the Saviour revealed in 
the Word, Jesus Christ. The conviction that 
Jesus is the only saviour and that he alone 
is to be worshipped in his world gives life 
and direction to the various activities in the 
church.

Through its various ministries the 
members of PPBC Endeavour to grow 
spiritually, evangelize compassionately and 
minister effectively (GEM).

These ministries include corporate 
worship, Sunday School for all ages, Awana 
kids programs, youth programs, Saints Alive 
seniors’ ministry, Between Friends ladies 
ministry, care groups, soccer club, and more.

Port Perry Baptist Church seeks to impact 
the community of Port Perry with the Good 
News and reaches out to the nations through 
partnerships with ministries in Canada and 
around the world.
Port Perry Baptist Church
2210 Hwy 7A (at Island Road)
905-985-8681
www.portperrybaptist.ca

Please see our ad on page 40.

Competitive
Cheerleading
No experience necessary.
Everyone makes a team!
First class Wednesday

September 16th is FREE
Tiny & Youth - Ages 5-11

4:00 - 6:00
Junior & Senior - Ages 12-18

5:30 - 8:30
Durham Academy of 

Gymnastics
27 Easy St., Port Perry
For more information call Jen
905-852-2543
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Yoga with Mark
Yogi Avaraja (Mark Shaw) has studied under the guidance of Yoga Master Hari 

Aum Tat Sat for seven years by attending the Temple of the Sound of Silence.
In the fall of 2002, Mark explored expanding his credentials by working 

towards his certifi cation in the Eastern Philosophy of Hatha Yoga, which involves 
caring for the physical body through yoga postures and use of correct breathing.

Yoga with Mark offers adult-beginner classes in Hatha Yoga for ages 15 and up. 
This hour and a half class consists of fi ve elements including the Classic Relaxation 
Pose, Gradual Stretching, Yoga Postures, Correct Breathing and Visualizations, while 
maintaining a multi-level structure in order to accommodate both beginners and 
those who have offered yoga before. 

The supportive and inviting environment preserves an open atmosphere for 
anyone to join. 

Call Mark today: 905-439-2521

Please see our ad on page 37.

Meet old friends and make new ones.
BREAK THE ICE!

Call Lynn Hoey for more information.
905-985-5690  /  905-985-7972
www.portperrycurling.com • info@portperrycurling.com

P O RT  P E R RY  C O M M U N I T Y  C U R L I N G  C L U B

Sunday October 4th
FUN CURLING

from 2-4 pm
followed by 

Barbecue & Annual 
General Meeting

Curling. Give it a Shot!

Registration & social
September 8 & 9,  7 - 9 pm  Pro Shop Open
Port Perry Community Curling Club,
483 Bay Street, Port Perry

Learn To Curl &
refresher sessions
Novice & Beginner
September 29, October 1, 5 & 7, 6 - 7:30 pm
CURLING INSTRUCTION 
& REFRESHER
October 6, 7 & 13, 12:30 - 3:00 pm

Adult Leagues
Mens, Ladies, Mixed, 
Business Women, Senior Mixed

YOUTH Leagues 
Ages 7-12  and  13-19
$60.00/season

FREE!

FREE!

   SPECIAL TRY IT RATE!  
$50.00

1st Schedule Only
(in one league)

UNLIMITED CLUB CURLING
Pay Highest League Fee – New Leagues Starting NEW!

 231 Water St., Port Perry
905-985-7686

www.scugoglibrary.ca

Tech for Tots

Preschool Story Time

Parent & Tot 

FALL SESSION: 
September 8th - October 1st 
Choose from Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Thursday mornings. 

Unique Swim Programs for Kids
Parents you will want to take advantage of a great opportunity to have 

your child learn to swim in a positive environment, where children work 
at their own level!

SwimKids owner Julie Goodwin is a former competitive swimmer, 
national swim coach, master swimmer, and an ECE, and has been operating 
SwimKids for 18 years from her comfortable and heated indoor pool.

There are four children in a class with three highly qualifi ed teachers, 
who are always in the pool with the children, not simply walking along 
the side, so they can easily demonstrate strokes.

Plus at SwimKids, once your child has completed a level, they can go 
right to the next level, without having to wait for the next session!

Call today to reserve your spot for your child. 

SwimKids of Scugog Limited
16625 Old Simcoe Rd. Port Perry • 905-985-1709

Please see our ad on page 40.

40  FOCUS - AUGUST 2009   



Five Things Every Parent 
Should Know About Choosing 
A Dance Studio

 If most dance studios seem to have 
qualifi ed, friendly teachers, experience 
teaching children and a big show at the end of 
the year, aren’t they all pretty much the same? 
Does it really matter which place you decide to 
enroll at? Absolutely!

There are 5 main things that can make a 
huge difference in the quality of instruction your 
child receives, the amount of extra work and 
hassles parents must deal with and the overall 
enjoyment and satisfaction of being involved 
with a dance program. Here are 5 things that 
every parent should consider before deciding 
on a dance studio for their child:
1. What type of dance fl oor is used?
2. What is the size of the class?
3. How do I assess the teacher’s qualifi cations?
4. What do my fees include?
5. Can I get immediate assistance and 

customer service?
Call the Port Perry Dance Academy to 

receive your free copy of a report that gives 
you all of the information you’ll need to help 
you make the right choice!

Port Perry Dance Academy Limited
27 Easy Street, Port Perry
905-985-5081 • www.portdance.com

Please see our ad on page 36.

Be a Guide Leader
When you volunteer with us, you become a Member of 

Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada (GGC). Joining Girl 
Guides of Canada is about more than just helping girls achieve 
greatness. It’s also a chance to take advantage of all kinds of 
personal and professional development opportunities: 
•  Develop skills in areas such as leadership, event planning, 

advocacy, communications, team building, risk assessment, 
budgeting, public speaking and more. 

•  Access to mentoring and training programs. 
•  International trips and the chance to participate in 

development projects and discuss global issues. 
•  Belonging to the world's largest organization for girls and 

women, the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts 
(WAGGGS). 

No matter how much time you have to give, there’s a place 
for you in Guiding. Whether you choose to work with girls in a 
unit or you just want to spend a few hours helping at an event, 
we offer a lot of fl exible ways to volunteer that will fi t with your 
schedule.

We’re always looking for Guide Leaders and you can join 
anytime throughout the year.

For more information call:
1-800-565-8111
www.girlguides.ca

Please see our ad on page 35.

Port Perry 

Tai Chi
OPEN HOUSE
Monday September 14
6:00 - 7:30 pm
St. John’s Presbyterian Church
Queen Street, Port Perry

A Location of the Canadian Tai Chi Academy

 Since 1992

Information or Pre-registration:
Beth Kendall  905-985-2062

Beginners’ Classes start:
Thursday Sept. 17, 1:00 pm
Monday Sept. 21, 6:00 pm

Regular Classes:
Mondays at 7:00 pm
Thursdays at 2:30 pm

Health Maintenance and Improvement 
for all ages!

AND REGISTRATION
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16625 Old Simcoe Road, Port Perry
~~ 905-985-1709 ~~

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL LESSONS
Space is limited. Only DAYTIME spots left.
Available to children aged 6 months & up

*SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN WELCOME.

*Quality, Individualized Instruction
* Free Play Swims   *90º Water Temperature

OF SCUGOG LIMITED

Pre-school Fun in Blackstock
For over 30 years pre-schoolers between the ages 

of 18 months and 5 years old have been introduced to 
their ABC’s and 123’s at the Blackstock Co-operative 
Nursery School.  It’s more than just an introduction to 
academic learning, it’s connecting with other children 
and parents in the community that make this a great 
place to be.

Great teachers, lots of fun, and a sense of 
community separate this from all other programs.  
The teachers (qualifi ed Early Childhood Educators) 

provide a warm, welcoming atmosphere. An exciting, 
play-based program introduces children to a variety 
of learning experiences.  A lively environment enables 
and encourages them to develop socially, emotionally, 
cognitively and physically. 
Open House: Thursday, September 3rd 6-8 pm
Blackstock Co-operative Nursery School
3440 Church St., Blackstock
905-986-4585 • blackstock@pcpc.ca

Please see our ad on page 39.

Have fun while keeping fi t!
The Durham Academy of Gymnastics is gearing up to begin its 

12th year of recreational programs.  Whether you aspire to be an 
Olympian or just want an excellent way to stay healthy and active 
we have a program for you.  

All sessions are 12 weeks in length… just enough time to get 
excited about the energy of the sport.   Safety and quality are 
always a priority so each class features a certifi ed instructor and 
low class ratio.  Boy’s only classes, adults only, cheerleading, and 
acro for dancers are returning hits this season.

We would love to introduce you to the sport of gymnastics so 
why not come out for a tour of our facility?
Durham Academy of Gymnastics
27 Easy Street, Port Perry
905-985-6930 • www.durhamacademyofgymnastics.ca

Please see our ad on page 37. 
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Classes start September 8, 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Latcham Community Centre
Queen and Water St., Port Perry
For Pre-registration and Information call:

FAMILY 
KARATE

35th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL OFFER!
1 month of Karate lessons and a uniform for only $35.00!

Ron Ruskay:
905-986-5071
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 The regular Sunday evening “Concerts in the Park” 
series kicked off on last Sunday (June 28) at the gazebo in 
Palmer Park and will continue through the summer months 
ending on September 6. 
 A very interesting line up of excellent talent is in store 
for concert goers again this summer.  
 August is shaping up to be another great month with 
music from Yesterday’s Favourites, the Uxbridge Com-
munity Concert Band, Favourites from the 40s & 50s, the 
Misfits and closing off the season with the splendid melo-
dies we loved and danced to years ago played by Alex and 
his Swing Tyme Melodies Band. 
 Tell your friends, bring a lawn chair, grab a blanket and 
take a trip under the stars through yesteryear. Join us on 
Sunday evenings at the Gazebo in Palmer Park beginning at 
7 p.m. sharp!!
 For information contact Alex Ingram at 905-985-8967.

          2009 CONCERT SCHEDULE
August 9th .........................Uxbridge Concert Bank
August 16th .......................Yesterday’s Favorites
August 23rd .......................Swing Tyme Melodies
August 30th  ......................The Misfits
September 6th  ...................Swing Tyme Melodies

     In addition to “Concerts In The Park”, the Port Perry 
Villa continues with its “Swingin’ Summer Concerts” on 
stage at the gazebo at Port Perry’s lakefront. There are only 
two concerts remaining. Don’t miss them.

      WEDNESDAY NIGHT CONCERTS
 August 5 .........................................Scott Handel
 August 12 .......................................Irwin Smith

Enjoy Sunday and 
Wednesday night 
concerts in Palmer 
Park this month

FARM • RESIDENTIAL • AUTOMOBILE
COMMERCIAL • WATERCRAFT

Available Discounts Include: Multi-vehicle/Multi-policy/
New Home/Mature Driver (50+)/Retiree/Short Commute

Convenient monthly payment plans available.

For personal service and competitive rates, contact us at

Toll Free: 1-800-461-1468

Brown & Brethour
Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Proudly
representing

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

Adjustable dampeners 
allow the operator 
to customize drive 

responsiveness to suit 
personal preference

Mows up to 
6.0 acres per hour

Ground speeds 
up to 10 mph

Home owner units 
starting at 18 hp

Commercial 
units starting 

at 23 hp

DIESEL MODELS AVAILABLE
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did you know?

Lake Scugog is part of the Kawartha Lakes water 
system. It has a surface area of 63.5 sq. km. with an 
average depth of 1.4 metres and a maximum depth 

maintained through the Lindsay Dam, which is under 
the jurisdiction of the Trent-Severn Waterway.
    The shoreline is 172 km long including Scugog 
Island (30.6 km). The lake has two major tributar-

ies, the Nonquon River and 
Blackstock Creek, as well as two 

smaller tributaries, 
Cawkers Creek and 
Fingerboard Creek.

  

-

shallow, muddy lake

 In Ontario, the Accessible Parking Permit (APP) is issued to individuals and entitles 
the vehicle in which it is displayed to be parked in a designated accessible parking space.  
The individual to whom the permit is issued must be in the vehicle and the permit must 
be visibly displayed on the dashboard or sun visor when it is parked in the  
designated accessible parking space. The permit holder may use the permit in any vehicle 
in which they are travelling. 

 

accessible parking permit

Serving Port Perry for more than 30 years
462 Paxton St., Port Perry

Located across from the hospital 
in the Medical Associates building

905-985-8459
 General Dentists: Dr. Kevin Dunkerley     Dr. Andrew Simic

Dr. Sandro Del Rosso   Dr. Robert Cox
Orthodontist: Dr. Bob Boyko

        Periodontist: Dr. Farah Walji
EVENING

APPOINTMENTS
AVAILABLE

New Patients & Emergencies Welcome

• HOME
• AUTO 
• BUSINESS 
• LIFE
• TRAVEL
• HEALTH

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons

Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com
905-436-9090

™

Supplies & Services Inc.

182 North Port Rd., Unit 10
Port Perry

905-982-1357

JANITORIAL & SAFETY PRODUCTS

LAUNDRY 
SOAP

Phosphate Free
4 L (57 loads)

Agriculture ......................................... 780
Construction ..................................... 995
Manufacturing................................. 1,550
Wholesale Trade ............................... 550
Retail Trade ..................................... 1,445
Finance and Real Estate .................. 655
Health Care/Social Services ........... 985
Educational Services ..................... 1,000
Business Services .......................... 1,935
Other Services .............................. 2,160

(2006 Stats Canada)

Scugog Township is located along the shore 
of Lake Scugog and provides the closest 
access point to the Trent-Severn Waterway 
in the Greater Toronto Area. The township 
covers a land area of 474.63 sq. km. with a 
population density of 21,439. 
Following is an employment breakdown for 
the township....
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 While car manufacturers struggle to develop vehicles that 
run on battery to help preserve the environment, Port Perry’s 
Angela Connolly has come up with a truly innovative idea.
 Many people around Scugog will recognize Angela as the 

person who started the popular “little country run” 
she dubbed the Port Perry Half Marathon nine 

years ago. The race has proved to be a tremen-
dous success, providing an enjoyable venue for 

runners and walkers to compete.
 This year Angela adds another dimension 
to the already popular event, announcing the 

launch of a “ground-breaking, or, as she puts it, 
“ground healing” initiative.
 Her idea - a planet friendly carbon-neutral 
race - a run using only sustainable materials and 
ecologically responsible suppliers.
 And while her idea won’t necessarily save 
the planet, it’s a way of doing “her little bit” and 
she hopes to make the event Canada’s first race 

to gain the Council for Responsible Sport environmental certifi-
cation.
 To that end, she has developed a list of features to the race 
this year including hand crafted wood medals, on-line regis-
tration only, cash prizes, “I didn’t drive to arrive” prize, car 
pooling prizes and handmade paper race-bibs embedded with 
plant seeds. When the race is over, the entire bib can be planted 
directly into the ground.
 “This Eco-Run will provide our runners with a carbon- 
neutral foot race demonstrating to the world that we can make 
a difference one step at a time,” Angela says.
 She adds, that the PPHM intends only using sustainable 
materials and ecologically responsible suppliers.  
 The Port Perry Half Marathon/5K Carbon Neutral Run 
takes place on Saturday, September 12. Runners start at 9:30 
a.m., walkers at 8:30 a.m. 5K participants also start at 9:30 a.m. 
 For more information about the Half Marathon Carbon-
Neutral race, contact Angela at 905-985-1352, or check out the 
website at: www.portperryrun.ca

Half Marathon goes green

 Plans are underway for the kick-off of the second 
annual Port Perry United Way campaign and the local 
organization is planning on making it a fun event.
 Returning to the event will be the popular “Tour de 
Perry Trike Race... that’s right a tricycle race!
 This is a great chance to cheer on your favourite 
team and watch as local businesses vie to win the 
coveted “Tour de Perry Trophy.”

behind the barbeque grill serving up free hamburgers 
and entertainment by local musician Irwin Smith.
 The event takes place on Wednesday, September 
16 from noon until 2 p.m. on Perry Street in front of the 

United
  Way
Campaign
Kick-off

  Anthony Randall’s “The Wonders 
of Nature” will be showcased at the 
Kent Farndale Gallery at Scugog 
Memorial Library during the month of 
August.
 Randall is a self-taught profes-
sional photographer from Brooklin 

who hopes his photography will inspire everyone to enjoy and 
respect our environment.
 For the past 14 years, he has provided hundreds of im-

the greeting card industry. After a very successful appear-
ance at the Station Gallery in Whitby, Anthony brings a much 
larger presence to The Kent Farndale Gallery in Port Perry.
 His images are printed on canvas for a textured, almost 
three-dimensional effect and archival prints are available in 
varying sizes.

Wonders of 
Nature

 Ron Moore will bring his 
“Elvis Sings Again” concert to  
the Scugog Island Hall next 
month.
 Music lovers and especially 
fans of Elvis won’t want to 
miss this great show, which 
starts at 8 p.m. on Friday, 
September 18.

sponsored by the Grace UCW 
and the $15 tickets are avail-
able by calling 905-985-9346. 
 A light lunch will follow the 
show.

Elvis Sings Again
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With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1917.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

 Rain and more rain failed to dampen the enthusiasm of 
1,400 paddlers, more than 100 volunteers and numerous visi-
tors at Palmer Park in Port Perry for the Fifth Annual Dragon 
Boat Festival. 
 Organizers were thrilled that pledge submissions and 
donations exceeded expectations, surpassing funds raised from 
each of the four previous dragon boat festivals. This year more 
than $140,000 will go towards increasing breast cancer aware-
ness, providing support programs for breast cancer survivors 
and assisting in diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer in 
four local hospitals including Lakeridge Health in Port Perry, 
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital, Ross Memorial Hospital in the 
City of Kawartha Lakes and the R.S. McLaughlin Durham 
Regional Cancer Centre in Oshawa. 
 The Breast Cancer Survivor Division winner this year was 
Windchesters-Dragons Abreast from Toronto. Snapdragons 
from Pickering topped the All Female Division and the Dur-
ham Razorbacks from Pickering claimed top honours in the 
Mixed Crew Division sponsored by West Shore Village Inc. 
 ‘Paddlers with Purpose’ was the highest pledge donor 
team and the top individual pledge donor was Laura Mickle-
wright of the ‘Spirit of Emmanuel II’ from Port Perry. 
 The Best Dressed team honours went to ‘The Filthy Oars’ 
from Port Perry and the ‘Tonsil Toss Team Chant’ winner was 
the ‘Guiding Lights’ whose home base is Lindsay. 
 More details and results will be available on the website: 
www.thedragonflies.org

Rain didn’t dampen enthusiasm
for annual Dragon Boat Festival

RAY’S TOWING

PORT PERRY - 905-985-8707
131 NORTHPORT ROAD

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

170 Casimir Street, Port Perry
905-985-0715    wildfire@on.aibn.com

FIRE IT UP!
GOURMET GRILLS

Award Winning Products

905-985-1456  •  www.portperrybutcher.com
SEASON



Scugog ?What’ s Up`

The 21st annual Musician’s Corn Roast, in 
memory of country music artist Larry Dee will 
take place again this year at the home of Paul 
and Charlene Wasson. Come and enjoy eight 
hours of great music by some of Ontario’s lead-
ing country stars. Also enjoy the motorcycle 
show & shine. See posters around town for 

more information.
Dates: Sunday, August 10  
Time: 12 noon to 8 p.m.

Location: 4790 Mckee Rd., 
Admission: $5.00 each

Musician’s 
Corn Roast 

All roads lead to Port Perry later this month 
for the annual Port Perry Fair. The three-day 
event really gets underway on Sunday with 
exhibits, midway, dairy and beef shows 
and entertainment. Be sure not to miss the 
opening ceremonies and the OPP Golden 

Helmets. See details elsewhere in this issue.
Dates: Sat., Sept. 5 to Mon. Sept. 7  
Opening Ceremony: Saturday 6:30 p.m.

Location: Port Perry Fairgrounds
         corner of Reach Rd. & Old Simcoe Rd. 

Parking: $3.00 per day

One of the areas longest running one-day fairs 
starts with a parade Saturday morning. This 
year’s theme is “The Potato”. Don’t be a couch 
potato - come to the fair and enjoy super kid’s 
world, crafts, livestock shows, horse pull, agri-

cultural tent and much more.
Dates: Saturday, August 29
Parade: 10:30 a.m.   
Location: Blackstock Fairgrounds
Parking: on-site $2.00 per day

BLACKSTOCK FAIR

PORT PERRY FAIR

Aquarama, Port Perry Rotary Club’s popular summer 
event is back! This is a great spectator or participation 
event for families and businesses. Watch teams race 
around a course in front of Palmer Park, and raise 

money for various Rotary Club projects. For more 
information call Elgin Knopp at 905-985-2212.

DATE: Sunday, August 16
LOCATION: Palmer Park, Port Perry
START TIME: Registration 9:30 a.m.
     Races 11:00 a.m.

DEMOLITION 
DERBY

    Come enjoy one of the most awaited nights 
of the year in Blackstock, when they host their 
annual Demolition Derby. Thrill to the sights, 
sounds and smells as cars try to bring their 
competitors to a standstill. Competitors are still 
being signed up in all classes.
Dates: Saturday, August  29
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Blackstock Fairgrounds
Information: 905-986-0035
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Rotary Club
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The biggest airplane in the world
     Most of the Trav-
elon articles I write 
cover destinations 
around the corner 
or to exotic locales 
around the world. In 

recent years, travellers are changing the 
way they commute and more and more 
people are heading farther from home. It 
is for that reason I am writing about, not 
the destination, but the manner in which 
one arrives there.
 Three weeks ago, I was asked by a 
Toronto-based ad agency to photograph 
the product of one of their clients. It was 
the Emirates Airways new A380 Airbus, 
the largest aircraft in the world.
 I was thrilled at the prospect and be-
cause, up until last year, I would annually 

subject matter to be very near to me. I 
made my way to Pearson Airport for the 
big adventure.
 I was fortunate to be on the tarmac 

prior to the plane’s landing and felt 
dwarfed by the sheer size of Terminal 
One, when viewed from the ground up. 
The security guard assigned to me, 
knew his aircraft and pointed out various 
planes on their approach, as we waited 
for the feature event.
 Finally, after what seemed an eternity, 
his voice grew with excitement, as he 
pointed to the horizon. I stared and 

gracefully into view. It was larger than 
anything I had ever seen and later 
learned that the A380 is three times as 
long as a Boeing 737. In fact, the tail 
alone is nearly the same width as the 
737’s wingspan. The sight was simply 
amazing and when the plane landed, I 
realized how immense it truly was.
 I watched in awe, as the aircraft was 
given a water cannon salute and smiled 
when the pilot opened his window and 

many years. In a later inter-
view, I heard him say, “Landing 
the plane was unbelievably 
smooth. I had to check the in-
struments to make sure we had 
touched down. The engines 
are so far away that you cannot 
hear the slightest hum inside 
the plane.”
      The inside of the craft is un-

for economy the A380 Airbus 
can hold more than 800 pas-
sengers. This particular plane 
was divided into First, Business 
and Economy classes.
      The economy section is 

I have travelled on. Adjustable 
headrests, more space and a 
sliding base allowing deeper 
seat recline, means more 
comfort for Economy Class 

Interior view of the economy class seating on the A380 Airbus.

One of the many washrooms on board.
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passengers. Each seat features a personal digital widescreen TV 
with over 1000 channels of on-demand entertainment. Gone are 
the days of ‘what to watch’. 
 Moving to Business Class adds a level of luxury never imag-

The seats include personal storage, massage features and a 
privacy divider. For your convenience, every seat has access to 
the aisle.
 An in-seat power supply for laptops, dual port USB and extra-
large table provide a comfortable workspace, and over 1000 chan-
nels of entertainment are available on a 17” Digital widescreen TV. 

every seat.
 As if that was not enough, a third level of travel, First Class, 
has been added for the traveller who wants it all.  Enjoy your own 
sanctuary in spacious private suites, each equipped with an electri-
cally operated sliding door, a personal mini-bar, adjustable ambient 
lighting, and its own vanity table, mirror and wardrobe.
 Every seat has a built-in massage system, with adjustable 

mattress, so you can arrive at your destination relaxed and re-
freshed; all this for only $10,000 return from Toronto to Dubai.
 Features such as dine on demand and a 23 inch TV turn your 
suite into your personal private space. Oh, did I mention a shower? 
Yes, there are two in the First Class section, however, you can 

The bar in one of the many lounges.

only use them for twenty minutes at a time, something I 
can’t even do at home, as the well would run dry.

DC8 as it dwarfed the tarmac. Years later we went to see 

is yet another step in the unending quest for larger and 
faster. Who knows what the future will bring, perhaps a 
plane so large you can enter in the rear, walk to the front 
and be in Europe. 

of travel. I hope they don’t mind singing in the showers.
Photos by Jonathan van Bilsen



Mississaugas of Scugog Island 13th annual
  The Mississaugas of Scugog Island 
held their 13th annual Pow Wow last 
month and once again attracted large 
crowds for the two-day event. 

dancing around the circle 
with the native dancers to 
the beat of traditional native 
drummers.
    In addition to the dancing 
there were a variety of ven-

Pictured here are some of the dancers
 in their beautiful traditional costumes.
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With Compton Home Phone
• No more phone bills from Bell

• Full 911 emergency access
Plus services included at no additional cost

• Call Display • Call Waiting 
• Last Call Return • Voicemail

NORTH DURHAM
EYE CLINIC

189 North St., Port Perry • 905-985-1361
www.drworkman.optometry.net 

ESTABLISHED 1994     •     NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Children should have an eye exam by age 3, 
followed by an annual eye exam before going 
back to school through age 18. 

Vision problems that are not detected and 
treated may lead to permanent damage not 
only to eyesight, but also to performance 
in school, desire to learn and self-esteem.



TORONTO STREET

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

STOUFFVILLE

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

SUNDERLAND

26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161

Other locations 
to serve you:

OUR TREATMENT PROVIDERS
We are dedicated and committed to the 
development of our professional team 

to ensure patient satisfaction and quality service. 
Our leadership and expertise in the dental profession 

our Patients, our Service, and our Community.15930 Old Simcoe Road
Port Perry

905-985-7777
www.thedentalcentre.ca

MULTI-DAY TOURSMULTI-DAY TOURS

4 DAYS A WEEK!
with pick ups in 
Pickering ~ Ajax 

Oshawa
Port Perry

DAY TRIPPIN’

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

Aug. 5 A Day in Prince Edward County
Aug. 6 Cruise & Dine in Grand Style
Aug. 15 A Peach of a Celebration!
Aug. 18 CATS at the Stirling Theatre
Aug. 25 Heights, Sights & Jackpot Lights
Aug. 28 “The Blackwoods” - 
 Walters Family Ranch
Sept. 9 Rural Flavour Tour -
 Northumberland County
Sept. 12 Walden Galleria, Buffalo, NY Shopping

Sept. 15 Cruise & Play in Peterborough
Sept. 18  “A Funny Thing Happened on the 

Way to the Forum” - Stratford
Sept. 29 Cran Getaway Triple Play - 
 Muskoka
Oct. 3 St. Jacobs Country
Oct. 3 Meaford Apple Harvest Festival
Oct. 7 Haliburton Fall Colour Day
Oct. 13 Oktoberfest 2009
Oct. 16 Bala Cranberry Festival

THE RADIO CITYChristmas Spectacular
Starring…

“The Rockettes” 
~  HAMILTON  ~

Wednesday, 
November 11, 2009

DANIEL O’DONNELL IN ALBANY, NY
 3 Days  ~ Aug. 9-11, 2009 Only $675.00 p.p.

  NEW YORK! NEW YORK!
 4 Days  ~ Sept. 11-14, 2009 Only $1145.00 p.p.

ATLANTIC CITY ESCAPE!
 4 Days  ~ Sept. 20-23, 2009 Only $495.00 p.p.

DREAM CATCHER EXPRESS!
 3 Days ~ Sept. 30-Oct. 2, 2009   Only $650.00 p.p.

GREAT LAKES SHOPPING GET-AWAY
 3 Days ~ Oct. 21-23, 2009           Only $420.00 p.p. 


