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Judy Anderson, seen here as 
she plunged into Lake Scu-
gog last January, will be taking 
part in the Hospital Auxiliary’s 
‘polar plunge’ again this year. 
Judy says she’s gotta be nuts, 
but is hoping to collect more 
than $1,000 in pledges, to top 
what she collected last year.
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Quote
of the month

“The 7.9 per cent increase we recommended means an increase of $48 for the year.
  That’s 13¢ a day. I know there will be folks that say that’s too much, but 
       we’re talking about a necessity of life when we talk water and sewer.”

JIM CLAPP
Durham Region Finance Commissioner

Commenting on the hike in water and sewer rates this year - P.P. Star - Dec. 10, 2008
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Dear Peter,
 Recently in the December 2008 Focus, in the 
“thumbs” section it was noted that the Port Perry 
Lions Club was “jumping in to save the annual Santa 
Claus Parade after the Scugog Chamber of Commerce 
announced earlier this year it wanted to get out of the 
“event business.”
 The Scugog Chamber of Commerce would like to 
make a note that the Chamber was indeed the lead 
organization for the 2008 Santa Claus parade and 
all that it entails in terms of financial, insurance and 
organizational commitments.
 We are extremely pleased that the Lions Club 
joined up with the chamber to assist in the “building” 
of our parade and bringing to the parade a support 
that is unparalleled in the non-profit organizations.
 We are looking forward to continuing the partner-
ship with the Lions Club for future Port Perry Santa 
Claus Parades as there is always strength and support 
in numbers.

Tony Janssen
President 

Scugog Chamber of Commerce
Editor’s Note - Thanks for the update Tony. The in-
formation we based our  comments on came from 
earlier news articles. Happy to hear the Chamber has 
retained the lead role in the Santa Claus Parade.

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Hi Peter,
 Focus on Scugog is always helpful in publicizing Rotary events 
and milestones, and we hope you’ll consider this letter for inclusion 
in your next issue.
 Within record time, the Rotary Club of Port Perry was able to 
present Port Perry Hospital Foundation president Doug Brown 
and executive director,  Cindy Lister with the final installment of a 
$100,000 pledge to Lakeridge Health, Port Perry in December 2008.
 The club had originally committed to a five year pledge of funds, 
which has taken just about half that time to complete. 
 Rotary Club president Karl Herder, credits community support 
of the club’s fundraisers as helping significantly to exceed original 
expectations. “Businesses and local residents are really committed to 
supporting our events, which are two great reasons we’re able to for-
ward this final cheque so much earlier than anticipated,” Mr. Herder 
said.
 We’d like to give a ‘Thumbs Up’ to the community for their gen-
erous support of our fundraisers and activities throughout the year.

Deborah L. McEachern
 Rotarian

Port Perry
 
 P.S.  I would also like to give a ‘Thumbs Up’ to all of you at 
Focus! You definitely use your publishing skills and talents very 
well, which reflects in every issue I’ve ever received. The magazine is 
never in the door more than an hour before I’m cozying into a great 
read!
 Congratulations and best wishes for 2009 and another year of 
“good local news” in a great publication.

Editor’s Note - Thanks for the kind words Deb, and a great big con-
gratulations to the members of the Rotary Club for their generous 
donation to our Port Perry Hospital.

Rotary completes $100,000 
pledge to hospital foundation

We Stand Corrected
 One of the wonderful things about 
the publishing business is the instant 
response we get from the public, espe-
cially when a mistake is made. Focus on 
Scugog has been extremely fortunate on 
this account, with the vast majority of the 
comments we receive from our readers 
being overwhelmingly positive.
 But last month (December), when we 
published a page of pictures dedicated 
to the Remembrance Day service held in 
Port Perry, we triggered the displeasure 
of more than a few people. In particular, 
those troubled with two pictures were 
some of our local veterans.
 The error we refer to occurred when 

-
tally, making it appear as if the subjects 
were saluting with their left hand and 

poppies looked to be on their left lapels, 
rather than the right.
 That was wrong, absolutely wrong 

 ‘Flipping’ pictures is a relatively com-
mon practice in the publishing industry 
for various reasons, one of which is to 
ensure the subject of the picture appears 
to be facing inwards on the page rather 
than off the page. 
 This type of manoeuvre most often 
passes without notice, but in this case 
it created a situation that was detected 
immediately by our alert veterans. The 
result was a number of calls and emails 
pointing out the mistake. 
 Okay, we stand corrected! Not only 
that, we have learned an important lesson 
which will serve to make us better.   

 Our thanks to those who took the time 

 You can be sure, we’ll be a lot more 

future.

Chamber clarifies status for  
organization of Santa parade



FOCUS - JANUARY 2009  5   

Business owners discuss  
effects of the economy 
on Port Perry and area  

Boom or Bust? 

 The tentacles of our struggling economy extend well beyond the 
corporate boardroom and big city stock exchange. 

 While the challenges of large companies are well reported, the 
pinch felt by individual Canadians – consumers and business owners 
alike – is equally severe. Here in Scugog, the potential collapse of once-

mighty General Motors casts a long shadow over many households.
 Dealing as he does in major purchases, ReMax Scugog broker 

Guy Latreille has certainly observed the downturn.
 “Between the normal holiday lull and the economy, inventory’s up,” he 
says, but suggests sales in Scugog aren’t as closely tied with GM’s fortunes 
as they once were. 
 Mr. Latreille says that most buyers in Scugog are people from the GTA and 
retirees searching for a new lifestyle, while south of the Ridges, it’s a much 
different story. 
 “Here we have about 800 properties for sale, while the Oshawa/Whitby 
area is carrying over 4,000,” he says.

 Karl Herder sells and leases used vehicles, as well as renting industrial, 
commercial, and residential real estate.
 Twenty years’ experience with the auto business have prepared him for its 

cyclical pattern, but the current situation is worse than most, with sales off 25 
percent over 2007. He points to the big companies’ generous and aggressive leasing 
strategy as a contributing factor.

2009

Please turn to page 4
Guy Latrielle
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“They were almost ‘giving away’ new 
cars. Those vehicles will need to com-
plete their lease cycles before there’s real 
improvement.”
 On the rental side of his enterprise, 
Mr. Herder sees first-hand the strain on 
both businesses and families.
 “I’ve had an increase in bad cheques, 
and these are good people who are sim-
ply squeezed. My industrial vacancies up 
because people are holding off starting 
new businesses.”
 Dana Smith, who owns Dana’s 
Goldsmithing and Silverside by Dana 
in downtown Port Perry, indicates her 
sales haven’t suffered dramatically, but 
consumer spending patterns have shifted, 
as has her marketing strategy.
 “At Christmas, we’d normally 
promote higher-
end jewellery. But 
this year with the 
concern about the 
economy, modest 
price point pieces are 
selling.  We had to 
adjust quickly to that 
reality.”
 Logic would 
suggest a similar 
reaction on the used 
car lot, and Mr. 
Herder reports that’s 
exactly the case, 
though with an unexpected twist.
 “I’ve had an upswing in interest in 
lower-end vehicles. You’d also expect I’d 
be moving more gas-savers, but I haven’t 
sold one in two months.  Canadians don’t 
want ‘little boxes.’”
 Linda Fitzgerald and Marion Shaw 
watch the unfolding economic events 
from a much different vantage. Ms. 
Fitzgerald is the Coordinator of the Port 
Perry Community Employment Resource 

Centre, while Ms. Shaw is an Employ-
ment Counsellor with the provincial “Job 
Connect” program.  
 Operated through Durham College, 
the Resource Centre offers a variety of 
free services: community job postings, 
guidance on resume construc-
tion, computer and internet 
access, fax and photocopying.  
She and her staff assist anyone 
who needs to find work, or 
wishes to upgrade.
 Qualified individuals are 
referred to Job Connect. This 
program focuses on youth, 
16-24 years old, not receiving 
unemployment or WSIB ben-
efits. Job Connect works with 
potential employers to place 
individuals in the workforce.

 “Yes, there’s been an increase in vol-
ume,” Ms Fitzgerald indicated. “But 
that’s typical for this time of year, so 
it’s hard to say how much is due to 
the economy. Also, people are learn-
ing about the available resources, so 
you can view an increase in traffic 
positively.”
 Both women agree there are op-
portunities, through their office, for 
those in search of employment.
 “We offer “TOWES,” Testing 
of Workplace Essential Skills,” Ms. 
Shaw said.  “The test indicates an 
individual’s level of readiness, areas 

for improvement, then we discuss 
how to get there.  TOWES results are use-
ful to potential employers as well. Ours is 
a very rewarding process.”
 “The Resource Centre offers free 
workshops, including ‘Career Explora-
tion,’” Ms. Fitzgerald added. “It often 
suggests a direction not considered 
before. People just need to stay positive 
and motivated, not be discouraged by the 
economy.”
 All the local business owners agree on 

a cautious but positive view of the future.
 Mr. Latreille points out a silver lining 
in the current clouds.
 “Property values and interest rates 
are down, so it’s an opportune time for 
first-time buyers and people looking to 

upgrade. What’s lacking is 
consumer confidence.”
 Ms. Smith acknowl-
edges slow sales will follow 
the holidays, a normal 
element of the annual retail 
cycle. The key, she says, is 
always having a backup 
plan ready for instant ac-
tion.
 “We have our repair 
service to help sustain us 
during that lull. But just 
like what’s happened at 

Christmas, the secret will be adaptabil-
ity.”
 Mr. Herder points out that Canadian 
currencies declining value against U.S. 
dollar works in his favour, as do slump-
ing new car sales.
 “The lower dollar slows the flow of 
off-lease, high-end vehicles to the U.S., 
boosting Canadian used car prices. As 
well, fewer new cars leaving showrooms 
means more interest in used vehicles. 
Because they’re in greater demand and 
shorter supply, prices increase.”
 Each of the business owners use 
different words, but deliver a common 
message about the future, pointing out 
a distinction between consumer caution 
and fear.  
 History shows the world has suffered 
through past economic difficulties, then 
emerged to renewed prosperity.  What’s 
needed, all agree, is positive thinking, 
as well as confidence that the current 
downturn, like those in the past, will soon 
come to its inevitable end.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

Guy Latrielle, owner of Re/Max Scugog Realty in downtown 

Your choice of  studio, 
one- and two-bedroom suites.

www.portperryvilla.com

Opening in 2009

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

For a “pre-tour” visit our Presentation Centre at:
26 Water Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-2002

65%
Reserved!

Continued from page 3

Linda Fitzgerald

Dana Smith
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Changing

y the time this issue of Focus on Scugog arrives 
in your mailbox, 2008 will be little more than a 
memory and everything that took place during 

the year becomes history for future generations to analyze.
 The last couple months of 2008 were not kind to scores of 
individuals and businesses, with much of the world teetering 
on a recession. Thousands of people lost jobs, factories and 
stores closed, financial institutions and automobile compa-
nies grovelled for cash to keep them afloat. We can only hope 
that 2009 will bring a promise of a renewed and more stable 
economy.
 So as we begin this new year of 2009, we have only a few 
changes to announce through this monthly column.  
 First of all, and we hate to announce the closing of any 
local businesses, Snob Country Collectibles has closed its doors 
at 141 Perry St.  Joan Wilson had operated this store for the 
past 16 years and decided it’s time to retire and enjoy life. 

Sorry to see her go, but we wish her well.
 Thankfully, the space vacated by Snob will not be empty 
for long. The popular women’s handbag store, Over Her 
Shoulder will be renovating for much of this month. Owner 
Debi Lehman will continue to operate out of her present 
store at 183 Casimir for January, and is planning a grand re-
opening on Perry St. in February.
 Northport Auto and Trailer has made a minor change, 
moving across the street to it’s new location at 181 North 
Port Road, Port Perry.
 Starting 2009 on a positive note, the business community 
welcomes Joie Barnard, a Scugog Island resident who has 
opened All About Travel in Southgate Plaza on Simcoe St. Joie 
brings considerable experience to her new venture in Port 
Perry from Oshawa World Travel.
 We’ll be back again next month with more news... and 
hopefully more additions to the business community.

B 

The Perfect Countertop 
for a Busy Lifestyle

Bev Foster and Friends
An intimate concert with Bev Foster 

Please join us:
Saturday, January 24, 2009

8:00 p.m.
Tickets: 

Adults- $25.00 • Children under 12- $15.00

Centre for the Performing Arts
Town Hall 1873

Music for life’s journey

presents…

Call:
Meta4
200 Queen St., 
Port Perry

905-985-2435
1-888-985-2435
www.townhall1873.ca



 When Penny Dawson graduated from Port Perry 
High School in 1973, everyone predicted a great future 
for her.  A top student and a hard worker with an en-
gaging personality, she entered Waterloo University and 
graduated with a double honours degree in Biology and 

Chemistry. 
      Penny then enrolled in medical school at McMaster 

University.  “During my years in medical school,” she says, 
“I took every possible opportunity to travel and did elec-
tives in Trinidad, Sri Lanka and the UK, as well as northern 
Ontario. I was pretty sure that I wanted to travel and practice 

medicine overseas.” 
       On a sunny Friday in June 1981 she finished her intern-
ship and on the following Monday left for Nepal.
      The hospital where she began her practice was a small, 
very rural hospital in the Himalayas. It had been built 
through assistance and funding provided by Sir Edmund 
Hillary, one of the first men to conquer Mount Everest. 

Penny explains, “Sir Ed, as his friends in Nepal refer to 
him, wanted to give something back to the local people, the 

Sherpas, and built numerous schools and health posts and 
two hospitals in the Everest region of Nepal. The place where I 

worked was Khunde Hospital, which is located in a small vil-
lage (probably about 50 households then) sitting at an altitude of 

12,800 feet above sea level, in the shadow of the world’s most 
beautiful mountains. A Canadian charity, the Sir Edmund Hil-

lary Foundation, supported us and made this opportunity 
possible.”

      Khunde Hospital had a network of  seven village 
health workers, local people, usually female, who had 

received basic health training and medical supplies 

Penny 
Dawson at 

her home in 
Nepal.

Where Are They Now?
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Did You Know?

D - Ninety years ago 
this month, January 1918, a huge win-
ter snow storm created the biggest 
blockade ever recorded in the area. 
Seven trains were held up at Burketon, 
leaving 150 people to shelter and feed. 
At Myrtle, the station master had to ac-
commodate and feed 70 people. It was 
reported that there was 12 ft. of snow 
covering the tracks along the Port Per-
ry to Lindsay line in one place. 
 Now that’s a snow storm. Seems today 
when we get six inches of snow we think 
we’re hard done by.  Just think what it 
would have been like in 1918 without 
snowblowers and ploughs.

D
The Brock  

Santa Claus 
is still part 
of the store’s 
Christmas 
window deco-
rations each 
December. 
Since suggest-
ing last month 
the jolly old elf had 
been missing for a 
number of years, 
we learned that he indeed does make 
his annual appearance. The confu-
sion seems to have stemmed from 
his relocation a few years ago to the 
“Brock’s on Foot” window, instead of 
the ladies fashions window in which 
he used to make his showing.
 Thanks to Julie Brock for clearing up 
the misconception. Next year, Julie hints, 
Santa may return to his window with a 
special list of names... keep tuned!

905-985-1011   •  email: julie@the juliefl ippincenter.com 
1-877-730-6914   •  www.thejuliefl ippincenter.com     

The
Center

Julie Flippin

Psychotherapist

“ ”

Life isn’t about ! nding yourself.
Life is about creating yourself.

Course Dates/Times:
Saturday March 21st – 10am - 4pm

Tuesday March 24th, 31st – 7pm - 9pm
Tuesday April 7th & 14th – 7pm - 9pm

PLEASE CALL TO REGISTER

“Creating the Life 
I was Meant to Live”

ONE MONTH COURSE

Learn the strategies and tools to understand 
how you created your present life and 

how to create a life you’ve only dreamed of.

is proud to present…

Dear Editor,
 In this time of worldwide stress 
and unease, it is a pleasure to know 
that good old-fashioned Christmas 
Spirit is still alive and well in Port 
Perry.  To do my part to support the 
local economy, I decided to “shop 
local” this year.  
 In every store in our pictur-
esque downtown community I was 
greeted with warmth, smiles and 
genuine, exceptional help.  
 A big hats off to our local 
retailers and I wish you continued 
success in 2009!

Dr Erika Buckley,
Port Perry

Christmas spirit is 
alive and well in
Port Perry

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

168-178 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2521 • www.brocks.ca

Visit often… different items each week!

1 for
$10

2 for
$101 for1 for

$$1010

2 for2 for
$$1010

with our

$10
accessory table

styles not necessarily as shown

3 for
$10
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from the hospital.  These workers provided 
first line medical care in their villages. They 
would refer more severely ill patients to 
Khunde Hospital.  
 Some of the villages were just a few hours walk away 
while others were as far as a two day journey.  Penny visited 
these villages every couple of months and stayed for a few 
days to see patients with the village health workers, giving 
advice, medicine and support to the health workers. 
 “Living and working at Khunde for two years was an 
amazing experience” Penny says. “I came to really like and 
appreciate many characteristics of the Nepalese people. They 
are gentle yet strong, determined yet flexible and smart, 
although many have not had the opportunity for formal edu-
cation.”  
 Penny’s work was the subject of a movie entitled Khunde 
Hospital which aired on CBC’s ‘The Nature of Things.’ It was 
part of a series named ‘The Everest Connection.’
 Other than two years in Karala in the south of India, Penny 
has remained in Nepal for her entire medical career.  In 1988 
Penny moved to the capital city of Nepal, Kathmandu, and 
began work as the doctor for the Peace Corps. 
 Two years later she joined a new office, John Snow Inc., a 
public health research and consulting organization, where she 
presently works. Here she is an advisor to the government of 
Nepal, to try to help identify ways to strengthen community-
based programs, particularly to improve child health and 
survival. 
 When Penny first arrived in Nepal the mortality rate for 
infants under age 5 was over 200 per 1000 live births.  Largely 
as a result of Penny’s pioneering efforts in developing com-
munity-based local health services, the rate has dropped to 
below 65 per 1000 live births.
 Penny is proud to add, “Nepal is one of the few develop-
ing countries on track to meet its millennium development 
goal for reduction in under-five mortality.  This is a huge 
accomplishment, considering the country has just emerged 
from a 10 year civil war.”
 Nepal is one of the first countries in the world where vil-
lage volunteers have been trained and supported to diagnose 
and give initial treatment for pneumonia. This programme 
began in 1995 under the coordination of the WHO, (World 
Health Organization) UNICEF and USAID (United States 
Agency for International Development) and was recently 
written up in the May 2008 WHO Bulletin. 
 Penny has been invited by numerous health organizations 
to present her program and its results at Medical Conferences, 
from Delhi in India to London, New York and Washington.  
As a result of her efforts she has recently been invited to share 

this experience and ideas with different African nations. She 
has travelled to Ethiopia and participated in meetings with 
representatives from 15 different African countries, to share 
the success stories from Nepal’s community-based programs 
and to help them plan similar programs in their own coun-
tries. “I hope to continue to be able to help other countries 
develop confidence in their own community health workers 
and to develop mechanisms and systems to support them to 
save lives in their own villages,” she adds.  
 Penny has two daughters who both attended school in 
Kathmandu.  Her oldest daughter returned to Canada to at-
tend McMaster University.
 Penny keeps in touch with several schoolmates from her 
Port Perry High School days and returns to Canada at least 
twice a year to visit her 96 year old mother who now lives in 
Goodwood. 
 When asked of her fondest recollections of PPHS she of-
fered the following confession, “I have to be honest. I think 
the best times were watching basketball games and planning 
events for the student council. I also really liked Tom Allison 
and Mr. Wallace’s science classes and I think that encouraged 
me to pursue the sciences (biology and chemistry) at Water-
loo.”  
 Penny Dawson’s work in Nepal is an inspiration to many 
and is having a profound affect on the lives of so many chil-
dren. 
 On a personal note, Penny says she is most proud that 
the work she has accomplished has contributed to a decrease 
in the mortality rate for children under five years of age  in 
Nepal.
 “I am also happy that I have been able to be an advocate 
and spokesperson for rural women, encouraging people to 
invest in their education and training and to believe in the 
value of their services and their unselfish commitment to 
improve health,” she concludes.
 By Paul Arculus

Focus on Scugog

 Picture top left, a family photo with Penny, left, daughters Emily, 24, 
Ariane, 17 and her husband Steve.

 Picture top right, Penny at a mini-reunion with some of her Port Perry 
High School friends in 2008. Back left, Denna (nee Ballard), Penny, Donna 
(nee Ballard), Donna (nee Stiner) Lynn (nee Christie). Front left, Don Fos-
ter, Neil Holtby, Laurie Williams, Steve Yake, and Al Goreski.
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BRIDAL BOUTIQUE & LADIES WEAR
5 High St. (Hwy 7A), Port Perry
(beside Halibut House restaurant)
905-982-7433
1-888-488-8188

ForeverFriendsBridal.com

Wedding Accessories:

PARTY PLUS

1866 Scugog St. Port Perry
908-982-1915      

Celtic Kilts and
Kilt Rentals.
Celtic Wedding Rings.
A fabulous selection of
gifts for the wedding party.

Banquet Hall & Conference Center

Located on the beautiful 
Oak Ridges Moraine, 
featuring a panoramic view 
of 133 acres of majestic 
hardwood and pine forests, 
creating a peaceful setting 
for your wedding reception. 

Our complete wedding 
packages will take care of 
your every need. 

TT rillium             T rails

Let us help 
you make 
your day 
one to 

remember.

OSHAWA
905-655-3754

www.trilliumtrails.com

Proper wedding planning can 

help ensure the wedding of 

your dreams. One of the best 

ways to ease wedding-day 

nerves is to get organized and 

begin planning the event the 

moment the engagement period 

begins. Here are some of our 

local companies that will help 

you get started.

lawlesslawless
Dry

Alterations

Cleaners Inc.

14500 Simcoe St., Port Perry 
(Southgate Plaza)

905-982-1122

Alterations Available
Clean and Preserve your gown 

$99.99 (Boxed $149.00)

Because it’s more than just a dress…
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It may be January and most of us 
are inundated with snow, but a small 
group of people in our community 
are thinking about summer. These 
are the brides and grooms who will 
tie the knot later this year.

One such couple is Jennifer Gould 
and Matt Smart and together they are 
planning one of the greatest events 
of their lives.

“There are so many small de-
tails, which need attention,” Jennifer 
notes, as she scribbles more particu-
lars in her notebook. Photographers, 
florists, decorators and dressmak-
ers all play an important role in the 
wedding planning process.

“I have been fortunate to have 
a great deal of help from both my 
family as well as Matt’s,” Jennifer 
said. The wedding is in September 
and already the happy couple have 
searched and secured a hall as well 
as the church. “These places book 
quickly so I am glad we have them 
arranged.”

Photographers are another group 
in big demand. Choosing early is 
important and selection based on 
referrals is advantageous, which is 
what Jennifer and Matt have done. 
The wedding dress has been chosen 
and the bridesmaid’s dresses are on 
order, so Jennifer can breathe easy. 

All three of her sisters are in the 
wedding party, with her sister Sarah 
acting as Maid of Honour.

“We are lucky the bridal salon we 
are using helps with the decorations, 
the flowers and all the dresses. It takes 
a lot of work away from me.” Jenni-
fer said, smiling. “They even supply 
the jewellery and the shoes.”

A Bride To Be …

Jennifer and her mother Sandra, go 
over details for the wedding
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Jennifer is currently attending Teach-
er’s College at York and the strike frees 
up some time for her to plan the event. 
Unfortunately she is concerned that she 
will have to attend classes during the 
summer to make up for lost time – a 
threat which would greatly hinder her 
wedding plans. “That’s why I am doing 
as much as I can now.”

It seems that Jennifer and Matt 
have the wedding well in hand. A few 
details, such as invitations and a cake 
still have to be worked out, but all in 
all the planning is well underway. Only 
one thing left; and that is the honey-
moon, but as Jennifer said, “There is 
no shortage of places to go.”

TOAST

LAKEVIEW 
BEER & WINE
159 Casimir St., 

Port Perry
905-985-4352

Wedding Wines
Create your own 
vintage. Impress them 
with your own special 
wine. It is easy and 
enjoyable. As with all 
wedding plans, you 
must plan ahead when 
making wine. Visit or 
call to discuss our wine 
making packages.

Transformational Rituals
with

Diana Matthew
Ordained Minister

Personalized
Weddings

Blessing of 
your Home

Renewal of Vows

Christenings

Relationship
Counselling

Memorial
Services

905-985-9519

To celebrate a turning point in your life, 
call Diana

Let our floral specialists help you make 
your wedding day unforgettable. 

The Personal Touch
FLORAL & GIFT SHOP

271 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-985-9360

1-800-603-4544
www.thepersonaltouchfloral.com

All

the beauty your arms can hold . . .

HY-HOPE FARM
5450 Lakeridge Road, Ashburn, ON

905-655-4123  •  www.hyhopefarm.ca

•  Exquisite
Backdrops 
- Golf Course
- Gardens
- Orchards
- Vineyard

•  Large Stone 
Patio

•  Reception 
Area

•  On-site
Co-ordinator
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Immerse yourself in the luxury 
of a pampering spa experience.
Bridal Parties & Groups Welcome

Seasonal Spa Specials Available
Gift Certificates Available

Health & Beauty Spa
56 Perry St., Port Perry

905-985-7727 • www.lakewindsspa.ca

Escape for a 
Day at the Spa

Escape for a 
Day at the Spa

Personalized vows are always welcome!

She believes that each
wedding should be 

unique and as 
original as you are.

Ceremonies performed:
• Traditional   • Double Ring
• Spiritual   • Unity Candle
• Family Unity   • Commitment
• Vow Renewal   • Roses/Sand/Hands

905-725-3737
Email: afolkes@rogers.com
Web:   www.alvafolkes.com

To view wedding videos:
www.weddingsyourway.ca

905-985-2333
1-877-492-8555
13601 HWY. 12. R.R.4
PORT PERRY

DONNA & DON HARPER
OWNED & OPERATED

www.sanmanmotel.ca

All the comforts of home.

50 acre es tate jus t
10  minutes  nor th  of
Bowmanvi l le

Complete Wedding
Packages  avai la b le
inc lud ing Ceremony,
Recept ion and
Accommodat ions

2460 Conc. #7, (near Tyrone) 
Bowmanville, Ont. L1C 3K2

Local: 905-263-2405
Toll free: 1-866-261-7494

www.willowpondbedandbreakfast.ca
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With 85 acres of rolling valley and formal 
gardens, Cullen Central Park is the 
perfect place for a wedding, conference or 
celebration. !e main building features 
banquet and meeting spaces along with an 
observation deck overlooking the valley.
!roughout the park you will find several 
points of interest like the Ruins with its 
large open patio, beautiful water falls and 
adjoining 1800’s rustic Loafing Barn.

Host your special occasion, family or
corporate function in one of Ontario’s
finest designated heritage structures built
in 1854. You and your guests will enjoy
charm, splendour and warmth in an
historic setting. Facility capacities allow
you to host intimate gatherings of 20
persons to large functions accommodating
175. Leave a lasting impression on your
guests in this lavishly appointed historic
restoration.

Heydenshore Pavilion is located on the
shore of Lake Ontario adjacent Whitby
Shores Waterfront Trail, with a spectacular
view of the lake from its open patio
accessible from the hall. !is hall is
perfect for any event up to 300 people for
a dinner and dance or 400 people for a
theatre style seating event. Your guests will
enjoy strolling through the park-setting
surrounding this facility with its splendid
lakefront view.

Wedding & Reception Facilities

Town of Whitby - Banquet & Conference Facilities
500 Victoria Street West, Whitby, ON   L1N 9G4

Phone: 905.668.7765 • Fax: 905.668.5933 • Email: facilities@whitby.ca • Web: www.iroquoispark.com

W                                           4th Annual 

Wedding Dreams 
Bridal Show 2009

Scugog Community Centre - 
Reach Rd. beside Arena

Sunday, February 15th, 2009 
11am - 4pm

Grand Prize to be won and Vendor Prizes to be Drawn
Bridal Fashions by: 

Forever Friends Bridal Salon & Moore’s Tuxedos
Decor by: 

Wedding Dreams Decorating
FREE Refreshments & Music

FREE Entertainment & Seminars
FREE Bridal Bags to !rst 100 Brides through Door!

$7 admission
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Thumbs Up - to young Matthew Morison who won gold in the 
giant slalom at Limone Piemonte, Italy during the FIS 
World Cup snowboarding competition in December. Fo-
cus readers may remember Matt from a story we featured 

on this upcoming snowboarding champ last winter. Congratula-
tions Matt. We know there’s a lot more podiums in your future.  

Thumbs Down - to those responsible for stealing six expen-
sive metal portable ‘sign frames’ before Christmas from 
the Port Perry Artists’ Association. The signs, which 
were placed along roadsides to provide directions to the 

group’s annual Art Show at Ocala Winery, were stolen by some 
unknown thieves who have yet to be apprehended. The PPAA 
would love to have the frames, valued at $800, returned.

Thumbs Up - and congratulations to one of Scugog Township’s 
-

mann was honoured last month by Scugog Township 
Mayor Marilyn Pearce for his 30 years of service with the 

honoured for shorter terms, but congratulations to all.

Thumbs Down - Despite all the publicity surrounding drinking 
and driving during the Christmas season, it appears the 

are reporting an unusually high number of people charged 
with driving while intoxicated this year. By mid-December more 

been charged for driving with alcohol levels above the accepted 
level. Thumbs down to those who continue this practice.

Thumbs Up - to the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation 
and Baagwating Community Association for their over-
whelming generosity to Scugog Township and communi-
ties throughout the area. In December the BCA handed 

-
tions. On the receiving end of a huge $100,000 gift was the Scu-
gog Memorial Library, to be used for a planned expansion of 
the Water St. facility. Scugog is indeed blessed to have such a 
generous benefactor within it’s midst. A big thanks! 

ThumbsLOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years

Sear
Tailoring &
Professional  
Alteration

905-982-1955
1869 Scugog St., Unit 4
Port Perry

16 Years Experience

Standards for Living. Quality of Life.

Village
293 Perry Street, Port Perry

905-985-8660  •  1-800-248-0848
www.westshorevillage.com

e-mail: t.brandenburg@powergate.ca

West Shore Village 
overlooking picturesque 
Lake Scugog in the 
charming town of Port Perry.  

RETIREMENT   
  LIVING

            Historic Waterfront

RETIREMENT    
  LIVING

Lifelease bungalows and a 71-suite, full 
service retirement residence designed to meet 

your changing needs. Call us for a tour, 
complimentary meal or overnight visit.

Visit Durham Region’s 
premier retirement community.

SUITES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

ETIREMENT   ETIREMENT    

DOUBLE SUITES • KITCHENETTES • PRIVATE DINING • HAIR SALON • MASSAGE THERAPY • EXERCISE FACILITY

www.edwardjones.com

Learn about the value of having an estate plan.
During the seminar we will discuss the importance of
the Roll of Executor and the Roll of Power of Attorney.

This seminar is free. But, space is limited. To reserve
your seat, call or visit Edward Jones today.
Sponsored in part by: Guest Speaker, M.J.(Peggy)
Roy, B.A., LL.B from Michael L. Fowler Law Office.

Date: Thursday, 29 January, 2009
Time: 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Location: Edward Jones, 183 Casimir St., Port Perry ON
R.S.V.P. by: January 27, 2008

  Kathryn Chenier
  183 Casimir St.
  Unit #1
  Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B7
  905-985-6282

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND
Estate Planning-Building
Your Legacy seminar



ELGIN KNOPP, CHUCK MERCIER
  During 2007 and the spring of 2008, two Scugog residents 
became the heart and soul of the monumental effort to 
host the 2008 Ontario Special Olympic Games in Durham.  
These gentlemen led the committee in raising $1 million to 

and put Durham and our athletes on 
the map.  For nearly three years, Elgin 
& Chuck were on the road inspiring 
one and all about how important our 
Special Olympians are and encourag-

Their work raised the public awareness 

more importantly it allowed the ath-
letes to be celebrities and heroes in 
their own communities.  The spirit was 
infectious that weekend thanks to the 
hard work of these two men. 

DENNIS BURKE
beginning of December, 

to sell cookies and cakes 
for charity. This soft-spo-

ken resident has been 

25 years as well 
-

ing in the 
community 

for Heart 
& Stroke, 

the 

Kidney Foundation, and the Cancer Society.  In his many 

for local charities.  He also spends his free time each sum-

to his stories of the good things and the good deeds that 

the good work Dennis and thanks for making a difference. 

PORT PERRY & CAESAREA  
FIREFIGHTER ASSOCIATIONS  

-
ciations came to my attention this year as they sponsored 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for four Scugog children 

in Florida and not only did they sponsor our local kids, but 
they also contributed to sending a foursome from the Ham-

and charities through golf tournaments, car washes, 

their personal and family time to keep us all safe and there 

their free time. 

DEBRA & WILL CORNEAL

-

a leadership role. Through the highs and lows of scouting 

that is important about scouting and whether camping, 
-

scouting to the fact their children seem destined to carry on 

See more inductees on page 16

Township of Scugog
2008 Honour Roll

 Scugog Mayor Marilyn Pearce honoured a group of residents and organizations 
for their generous service to Scugog Township during her annual Levee at the Scugog 

and their names will be added to the Mayor’s Honour Roll which hangs in the Scugog 
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PINE RIDGE GARDEN CLUB
 

countless hours on the Spring Garden Show each year so 

past year donated $2,000 towards the new look for the 

Bloom, Cartwright Fields, the hospital, the museum or 
young students needing funds to continue on in school, 

DOUG BROWN, BILL COHOON
 

health care system and what it means in terms of physician 
recruitment and retention as well as creating a centre of 

both men could take a breather right now, Doug continues 

for our hospital.

          MARG SNIDER-MCGRATH, 
  BONNIE THOMSON, 

MARTHA LARSEN
     In the fall of 2008, the Township of 

-

students connect with their past, 

school students in Scugog.  The 

-
ful legacy in our community is to be 

-

ensure that it will stay beautiful.

HEATHER HALIBURTON-SMITH

Dragon Boat races at the wa-
terfront this past June.  Heather 

ideas for local fundraisers.  
Hardworking, caring, and 

the words used to describe 

her family and especially her 

Christmas gift and that was the good weather needed to 
help her raise money for charity.  That sums up this recipi-
ent the best. 

SCUGOG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
 For more than 75 years, the local Chamber of Com-

is my hope we can continue to support them the way they 
support the community. 

JOHN MACKEY, AL FULFORD 

-

-
ama – if it happens on the water or at the waterfront he 
always seems willing to help.  This winter take the time to 
go for a skate on the lake and then stop by for a hot choco-
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SERVE LEADERSHIP TEAM-HOPE 
CHRISTIAN REFORM CHURCH 

 For the past three years a local Church has sponsored 
a program whereby young people from across Ontario and 
the U.S. meet for a week and dedicate their time and skills 
to “serve” their chosen communities.  During the summer of 
2008, the group met once again and had plenty of initia-
tives planned both for private citizens who did not have the 
funds or the capability of accomplishing small maintenance 
projects and for community organizations such as Wind-

could simply use the help.  However, the program changed 
when vandals struck the Prince Albert Cemetery and im-
mediately the Serve group decided to assist by helping to 
restore the destruction of the vandalized areas.  Thanks to 
co-ordinators Brian DeJong and Ron Bruinsma and all the 
leaders & youth involved in helping to “Right the Wrong”.  
Your random acts of kindness were appreciated. 

THE DRAGON FLIES
 For the past four years Port Perry has been home to 
Dragon Boat Races and in 2008 we saw the 4th Annual 
Festival take place in Palmer Park when over 1,200 pad-
dlers took part.  What is unique about this event is that it 
is organized by a group of volunteers to raise awareness 
of breast cancer and at the same time raise funds for local 
hospitals.  Over the four years, more than $300,000 has 
been donated to Port Perry, Uxbridge and Lindsay hos-
pitals as well as the Oshawa Cancer Centre.  The event 

to local tourism.  Countless hours are spent putting this 
event together by the Dragon Flies, a local group of breast 
cancer survivors.  They have turned their adversity into a 
huge community awareness exercise of what needs to be 
done to overcome this terrible disease and at the same time 
treated us to one of the highlights of the summer. 

Please Note - photographs used in this feature were from exisiting 

905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry 

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Dwayne Hooper BSc, DC

! Relief for back, neck,
 joint & muscle pain, 
& headaches…

! Treatment of sports, work, 
accident injuries, 
& arthritic pain

! Gentle & safe treatments 
including rehab and 
custom orthotics



YOGA CLASSES
Mon. 1:30 - 3 pm.
Tues. 5:30 - 7 pm.

Thurs. 7:30 - 8:45 pm.
YOGA WORKSHOPS

$45 1:15 - 4 pm.
 Yoga for a Healthy Back

February 21
Spring Into Yoga

March 28

Take back your life.YogaYogaTake back your life.YogaTake back your life.YogaYogaYogaYogaYogaYoga

905 985-4147
dmsm@powergate.ca
www.mayahealingarts.com

905 985-4147905 985-4147
dmsm@powergate.cadmsm@powergate.ca
www.mayahealingarts.comwww.mayahealingarts.com

905 985-4147
dmsm@powergate.ca
www.mayahealingarts.com

Please call our offi ce if you have further questions 
or would like to arrange an interview. Contact: 
Sandy Ianuzzo, Programs Coordinator  

(905) 982-0882  •  sianuzzo@preciousminds.com

Literacy and numeracy skills are founda-
tion stones for each child’s development. 
Many children and youth struggle to keep 
pace with academic requirements at school. 
The reasons are individual and can be rooted 
in disinterest and lack of focus to misunder-
standing, or a need for creative ‘re-teach-
ing’ of concepts. The Precious Minds team 
has designed a fresh, individual approach to 

meeting the struggling student at his/her specifi c point of need, with 
the end goal of ‘measurable improvement’.

In consultation with a qualifi ed teacher, exercises and skills, 
based on the student’s unique needs, will be worked through over 
an 8-week, 1:1 tutoring schedule. At the close of the schedule, the 
student’s progress will be re-assessed and a support plan for con-
tinued progress will be offered. It is our aim that ‘Tutoring 121’ will 
make a positive difference in your student’s achievement, self-esteem 
and confi dence. 

Tutoring 121 (One to one)

Start: January ‘09    Cost: $160
Tutoring schedules to be individually 
arranged.  Convenient locations in 
Uxbridge and Port Perry.

SK to Grade 8

Yoga - All Levels
Tuesdays beginning Jan. 6 

10 - 11:30am / 5:15 - 6:45pm / 7 - 8:30pm
Thursdays beginning Jan. 8

10 - 11:30am / 4 - 5pm / 6 - 7:30pm

Chakra/Meditation Course
Mondays beginning Jan. 12:  7 - 9pm

Wednesdays beginning Jan. 14: 10 - 12 noon

* * *  O N E  D AY  C O U R S E  * * *

Saturday, Jan. 31 or Saturday, Feb. 21
9:30am - 5pm

Saturday, Jan. 17 or Saturday, Feb. 28
9:30am - 5pm

Alternate dates available

Journey
of the Heart

Yoga - All Levels

of the Heart

 Contact Marg: 905-985-1655
iamayogi@durham.net

META4 Contemporary Craft Gallery Inc.
200 Queen St., 
Port Perry, ON  
905-985-1534
info@meta4gallery.ca
www.meta4gallery.ca

FOR FULL
DETAILS,

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE.

Watercolour, acrylics, pottery, jewellery, drawing & more!

Blacksmithing, stained glass, fused glass. 
Adult & youth classes now offered in Brooklin.

REGISTER IN PERSON OR BY PHONE.

Become an artist for a day 
or a lifetime.

Because you can. Because you can afford it.

Even just one workshop 
can develop your creativity 

and reduce your stress! 
Painting, drawing, jewellery, 

pottery, printmaking and 
more – pick a course 

or workshop that captures 
your imagination.
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Karen 
Richardson
Semi-private lessons in the
artist’s studio - beginner and up
Phone for details or visit online

Learn from a professional artist

www.karenrichardson.ca
Port Perry  905-985-7418

Whether you are looking to get 

together with friends or meet 

new ones, try something new or 

do something you already love, 

we have a variety of  programs 

right here in Scugog for all ages. 

NEW!

VOTED #1 DANCE ACADEMY FOR 8 YEARS!



FOCUS - JANUARY 2009  21   

 Only four days to go until dozens of ‘brave hearts’ will shed 
their warm winter clothing and run into the chilly, no make that 
frigid, water of Lake Scugog. 
 Many will remember a year ago when more than 30 area resi-
dents charged into the bone chilling water of the lake to raise 
more than $13,000 for the local hospital. 
 Now a year later, the Hospital Auxiliary, organizers of “The 
Great Port Perry Polar Plunge” are encouraging the public to 
take the plunge this Saturday, January 10. The fun begins at 
11:00 a.m. near the beach at Palmer Park.
 Bill McKee, Scugog’s town crier will get things underway 
and members of the Scugog Fire Department will provide water 
rescue demonstrations prior to the start of the plunge.
 Those participating are asked to secure pledges totalling 
a minimum of $200 from their friends, co-workers, family, or 
anyone who would just love to see them take a jump in the 
frigid lake in January. Receipts for income tax purposes will be 
issued for donations of $20 or more. Proceeds will benefit the 
Port Perry Hospital. 
 Organizers are once again encouraging participants to come 
dressed in costumes, or bathing suits. And yes, if you want to 
wear your bikini, that’s okay too.  There will be coffee and hot 
chocolate in the park for those who have come to cheer the 
plungers on.  It’s a great family event and lots of fun!
 An award ceremony will be held in the Latcham Centre after 
the plunge and a hot lunch will be provided by the Hospital 
Auxiliary members.
 More information, pledge sheets and a waiver may be  
obtained by calling Ruth 905-985-6232 or Anne 905- 985-3158.

COOL
  DIP!

Taking a plunge for charity

Karen 
Richardson
Semi-private lessons in the
artist’s studio - beginner and up
Phone for details or visit online

Learn from a professional artist

www.karenrichardson.ca
Port Perry  905-985-7418

Whether you are looking to get 

together with friends or meet 

new ones, try something new or 

do something you already love, 

we have a variety of  programs 

right here in Scugog for all ages. 

NEW!

VOTED #1 DANCE ACADEMY FOR 8 YEARS!
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HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

More Performance,
Features than Leading Competitor*
Up to 9% greater engine displacement Up to 32% more fuel capacity
Up to 46% more front wheel travel   Up to 215% more rear wheel travel
Up to 39% more ground clearance   Up to 25% more towing capacity
On demand four-wheel drive
Automatic, positive locking differential
Fully enclosed, pressurized CVT protection system 
including filtered air
Double  CV joints at each wheel
Standard two-inch hitch receivers front and rear - only one on competitor
Bedliner built into poly bed - bedliner optional on competitive model

not offered 
on
competitive 
model

* Compared to leading   
competitor

Bush Hog®

Utility
Vehicles
Trail Hand in classic
Bush Hog® red with
optional polybed

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

1 year powertrain warranty 
Good, reliable certified vehicles 

from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

PORT PERRY
Antique and Nostalgia 

               Show & Sale

14th Annual

905-985-7346 ext. 120/lburnett@scugog.ca
Contact Lindsay:

Adults $5 (incl. re-admit) • Children under 12 FREE

Scugog Community Centre
1655 Reach St., Port Perry
Sat. Jan 31: 10am - 5pm
Sun. Feb 1:  10am - 4pm

With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1817.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

14500 Simcoe St., Unit 12, Port Perry

905-985-5700

Instant Tax Refund

Healing PointsHealing PointsHealing Points
Acupuncture
Susanne Schmid

A!"#"$!%"&'(%

Relieves: ~ stress
 ~  head, neck and 

back pain
~ arthritis

 ~ carpal tunnel
 ~ vertigo

…  and many more
Call Susanne 905 244 4336
1894 Scugog St., (Food Basics Plaza) 
Port Perry
Tuesdays, ! ursdays and Fridays 
8am - 8pm by appointment only

Complimentary 
Consultation

TREAT THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM
                  !  NOT JUST THE SYMPTOM
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-

Community leaders voice  
thoughts and resolutions 
for the coming year...
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appointed him to 
the railway com-
mittee. He aided 
MacDonald in his 
vision for Confed-
eration and to unite 
British North Amer-
ica by railways, 
although he was 
opposed to govern-
ment ownership of 
the railways.
     In 1868 the 
Shanly brothers 
joined forces again 
to take on the chal-
lenge of designing 
and becoming the 
chief engineers of 
the 42 mile railway 
tunnel through the 
Hoosac mountains 
in Massachusetts.  
The Shanly brothers 
finished the monu-

mental project, the largest of its kind in North America at the time. 
Walter’s obsession with that project cost him his seat in Parliament 
in the 1872 election. 
 Walter went on to engineer the building of railways in the 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario.  
 After the emotional turmoil caused by the death of his brother 
Frank in 1882, Walter immersed himself in more railway projects 
throughout eastern Canada and even worked with Gzowski in 
plans for the Toronto waterfront. 
 In 1885 he was successful in his bid to return to politics and 
held his seat until 1891. Walter Shanly never married and died in 
Montreal in December 1899.  He is buried in the St. John’s Anglican 
Cemetery in London Ontario.  

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

his short, quiet street only a stone’s throw from Port Perry’s main street 
is named after the greatest of Ontario’s railway engineers; the Shanly 
brothers, Francis (Frank) and Walter Shanly. 

 The boys were born in Ireland where their family suffered many hard-
ships including the premature death of their mother, two brothers and a sister.  

In 1836 their father brought the remainder of the family to Canada and took up 
farming near London, Upper Canada (now Ontario).  
 Three years later Walter, by now an accomplished mathematician, moved to 
Montreal to become involved in the engineering and design of the locks and canals 
of the Richelieu system. 

 Francis (Frank) was fascinated with North Amer-
ica’s early experimentation with railways. He made 
his way to Boston and became involved in the plan-
ning of the Ogdensburg and Lake Champlain Railway. 
When he had been appointed assistant engineer for 
the railway, he invited his brother Walter to join him. 
Walter was commissioned to draw up the plans for the 
various bridges on the line.
 By 1850 Frank had become the assistant engineer 
for the entire Eastern Division of the railway while 
Walter was appointed as the resident engineer for the 
Western Division. 
 After the completion of the railway Walter was in-
vited to become the chief engineer for the Bytown (Ot-
tawa) and Prescott Railway in Canada. He arranged for 
his brother to become the principal assistant engineer.
 Their success in this venture led the brothers to 
become involved in the planning for the Toronto and 
Guelph railway which, in 1853, became a part of the 
Grand Trunk Railway. During this period, the Shanly’s 
hired Casimir Gzowski to build the line. Casimir Street 
in Port Perry is named after Gzowski.
 The Shanly’s importance to Port Perry’s history 
came in 1854 when Walter surveyed and drew up plans 
for a proposed Port Whitby to Lake Huron Railway. 
This railway was planned to pass through the small 
community of Port Perry. Because of political wran-
gling at the municipal and provincial level the proposal 
was abandoned and a later proposal for a much more 
limited Whitby to Port Perry railway gained accep-
tance and was finally started in 1868.  
 Walter also surveyed a new section of the Welland 
Canal in 1854. 
 By 1858, Walter’s expertise earned him the position 
of General Manager and chief engineer of the Grand 
Trunk Railway. In this position he became a close 
friend of Sir John A. MacDonald and was persuaded 
to run for Parliament.  He resigned from his post with 
the Grand Trunk and was elected as the Member for 
Grenville South in 1863 and MacDonald immediately  

Walter Shanly

T

This section of a Port Perry map dated 1854 shows 
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Over 21 Years Experience 
Designing Dream Kitchens.

Kitchens For All Budgets.
Silestone & Granite

Countertops
Drop In For Your 

Free Design Appointment
48 Water St., Port Perry

905-985-3767
www.green-apple.ca

131 North Port Rd., 
Port Perry

905.985.8707
,

  For information contact:

Mike Steele
  (Head of Guidance) 

Port Perry High School

905-
985-7337

Santa meets his biggest ‘little’ fan
 We know Christmas is long over, but we just couldn’t resist 
this one more picture of Santa Claus, when one of his biggest 
fans visited his house on Queen St. just days before Christmas.

 Three-year old Alex, of Port Perry,  just loves everything 
about Santa and Christmas and he is seen here dressed up in 
his Santa outfit made by his grandpa. 
 Alex spent most of one day  in December giving out 
candy canes to people along Queen St., the YMCA and visit-
ing with staff at the post office and banks in town.
 Christmas may be over, but Santa’s spirit lives on in Alex.

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

Located in the 
Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry
For an appointment call:

905-985-8363

Get Back on the Fast Track!
It’s the season for winter sports and it’s time to look 
after those persistent aches and pains.

We have many services to offer you:  Physiotherapy, 
Massage Therapy, Acupuncture, Bracing and Orthotics.

Call us today for your individualized assessment.
Evening and early morning appointments available.

No referral necessary.
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 As General Motors struggles for its very existence, it is 
interesting to note that Robert Samuel (Sam) McLaughlin, the 
founder of General Motors in Canada died 37 years ago today, at 
the age of 100.  Sam died at his stately Parkwood home on Janu-
ary 6, 1972. 
 Sam had begun his career as a carriage builder by beginning 
his apprenticeship in his father’s Oshawa Carriage Works in 
1887. 
 Sam’s father Robert had started building carriages and cut-
ters in 1863.  In 1869 he moved to Enniskillen where he erected 
a complete carriage building factory. After bearing five children 
in ten years, Robert’s wife Mary died at the age of 34 in 1877. 
The following year Robert married Sarah Jane Parr and moved 
his family to Oshawa.  Here he immediately opened his Oshawa 
Carriage Works.
 Samuel McLaughlin was Robert’s fourth child and third son. 
He began his apprenticeship in his father’s factory and in 1898 
married Adelaide Mowbray at her parent’s farm near Kinsale.  
 In 1907, the age of the automobile was already well estab-
lished and Sam decided to venture into building automobiles.  
He arranged to buy Buick engines and chassis from William 
Durant in Flint, Michigan.
 The arrangement for Sam to acquire the Buicks was brought 
about through his longtime Port Perry friend Dr. Edwin Camp-
bell. Sam referred to Campbell as his “closest friend.”  
 Dr. Campbell, attended Port Perry High School and had 
met Sam McLaughlin on one of the latter’s cycling trips to Port 

Perry.  After graduation from 
Port Perry High School and 
then medical school in To-
ronto, Campbell had moved to 
Michigan where he eventually 
settled in Flint and married 
Durant’s daughter Margery. 
 Sam, his brother George 
and their father Robert, estab-
lished the McLaughlin Motor Car 
Company in October 1907 and began 
production of the McLaughlin Buicks. 
Under Sam’s supervision the car became 
world famous for its quality and reliability. 
 Sam’s uncle J.J. McLaughlin, a chemist by training, had 
taken out a patent for Canada Dry Pale Ginger Ale. His Canada 
Dry trademark was registered in 1907, and within months 
he was shipping his “Champagne of Ginger Ales” all across 
Canada and the United States.
 The General Motors Company was created in the U.S. in 
September 1908. Two months later Durant bought the Olds 
Motor Company and a few months after that, he took control 
of the Cadillac Motor Company, both becoming part of General 
Motors.  Durant also acquired a significant number of shares in 
the McLaughlin Motor Company. 
 That same year, again through Edwin Campbell’s friendship 
and influence, Sam McLaughlin became the president of General 
Motors of Canada and in 1911 began production of the Chevro-
let car.  Campbell was an incorporator of the Chevrolet Motor 
Company. In 1910, Durant had over-extended himself in invest-
ments and lost control of General Motors and it was taken over 
by a group of New York bankers.
 Durant and his son-in-law 
Dr. Edwin Campbell developed a 
strategy to regain control of General 
Motors.  In  1911, Campbell, along 
with Louis Chevrolet and William 
Little incorporated the Chevrolet 
Motor Company. Under Durant’s 
leadership the Chevrolet Com-
pany was built up until it produced 
more cars than General Motors.  In 
1915, the McLaughlins sold off the 
McLaughlin Carriage works and 
began production of Chevrolets here 
in Canada. With Sam’s help, Durant 

General Motors founder 
had a close connection  

to Port Perry 

Campbell
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used Chevrolet shares and Sam’s G.M. shares to regain control 
of General Motors in 1916. 
 That same year Sam began building the biggest house in 
Canada, a fifty-five roomed country house which he named 
Parkwood. 
 In December 1918 the McLaughlins sold their company to 
General Motors and General Motors of Canada was created 
with Sam as its first president. 
 In 1920 a recession hit North America. Ford ceased produc-
tion, General Motors stopped production of all its cars except 
Buick and Cadillac, GM’s Oshawa plant closed its doors for 
several weeks, but more significantly Durant was again ousted 
from the board of General Motors. 
 By the end of 1921, the Oshawa GM production was back 
to normal and Durant had started a new company, Durant Mo-
tors, and opened a factory in Leaside in what was then north 
eastern Toronto. He later lost everything in the great depression 
and died penniless in 1947.
 Sam McLaughlin remained on the board of directors of 
General Motors until 1967 but, even at the age of 95, still main-
tained a role as chairman of the board of General Motors of 
Canada. 
 His faithful wife Adelaide had died of cancer in 1958 just a 
month before their sixtieth wedding anniversary.  
 Through Sam’s generosity and his McLaughlin Foundation, 
hundreds of charities and institutions have received gener-
ous support. Among them are the Ontario College of Art, the 
University of Toronto, the Oshawa General Hospital and the 
Salvation Army.  His stately home Parkwood Estate was left to 
the Oshawa General Hospital along with financial provision for 
its maintenance.

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog
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Samuel McLaughlin’s Parkwood Estate in Oshawa
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 Every Thursday night the Port 
Perry Scottish Country Dancers take to 
the floor of the Utica Memorial Hall. 
The local group was founded in 1999 
when Stewart Bennett, owner of Port 
Perry’s Wee Tartan Shop, and Doug 
Moffatt, former mayor of Scugog 
Township, watched a group of country 
dancers from Toronto perform at 
Durham’s Highland games. 
 “Country dancing is different from 
Highland dancing,” Marjorie Ma-
son, the group’s president explained. 
“Highland dancing is usually done by 
individuals as entertainment for oth-
ers, whereas country dancing is done 
for pleasure.”
 After a trip to Scotland in 2000, 
Stewart asked Marjorie to join the 
group. She became president the next 
year and still holds that position.
 Country dancing has its roots in 
the ballrooms of France where Mary, 
Queen of Scots, discovered it and 
brought it back to her homeland. 
Many of the dance formations have 
retained their original French names. 
Marjorie, during a trip to Denmark 
went to a public dance only to learn 
that the Danes enjoy similar danc-
ing. “It makes sense,” she said. “The 
Vikings did settle in Scotland for a 
number of years.”
 “Most people don’t realize that 
the Scots, when they came to North 
America, brought Country dancing 
with them. It is now called square 
dancing, but is very similar, including 
some of the names of the formations.
 Since its inception the Port Perry 
Country dance group has been twirl-
ing in the Utica Memorial Hall, but 
this January they have moved to the 
legion. Bill Minor, of Books Galore 
and More, is treasurer of the group 

and Stewart Bennett is Vice President. 
Neither misses a meeting or event.
 The group has been involved in 
six ‘White Heather Balls’ where such 
notable bands as Bobby Brown have 
performed. This year marks the 250th 
anniversary of Robbie Burns and Port 

Members of the Port Perry Scottish Country Dancers during a rehearsal.
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Perry’s Country dance group is hosting an event to re-
member at the Scugog Community Centre on Reach Street.
 Mark January 17th on your calendar and make sure 
you get tickets, as they will be going fast. Stewart Ben-
nett will take on the role of Robbie Burns and transform 
himself into the life of the great poet. This will be followed 
by the traditional address to a Haggis and then a full roast 
beef dinner. Dancing (not just Scottish Country) will take 
us into the wee hours of the morning. 
 Country dancing is a great way to exercise and stay 
fit. It not only keeps you physically active, but you have 
a great mental workout as well in remembering the steps. 
Although the majority of members are Scottish it is not a 
pre-requisite and anyone can join. If you are a novice, Sep-
tember is the best time to connect. That’s when the group 
starts with easy steps. If you have danced in the past you 
can join at anytime.
 Scottish dancing is one of the few activities which can 
be done with your partner or on your own. In fact, tradi-
tionally you only dance the first and last dance with your 
spouse. Many people come single and it is not uncommon 
for women to dance with women, when the numbers do 
not balance.
 For those of you who wish to join this group of fun lov-
ing exercisers or to obtain tickets to the Robbie Burns Ball 
call 905.649.3532 or drop by the Wee Tartan Shop or Books 
Galore and More and get ready for a grrrreat time.

Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

What you need to know about
Private Snow Removal

The Township of Scugog Refuse and Snow 
Removal By-Law regulate the removal of snow and 
ice from sidewalks and the disposal of snow and ice 
from driveways.

Here are some regulations you need to know when removing snow 
and ice this winter:
•  If you have a sidewalk that runs along side of or in front of your 

property, you are required to remove all snow and ice from the 
sidewalk within twenty-four (24) hours of accumulation.

•  Snow that is removed from your driveway should be placed on 
your own property.  Placing snow on the street or on a neighbour’s 
property (or any property other than your own) is an offence.

•  It is unlawful to push snow out of your driveway and across the 
street.
Failing to comply with these provisions may result in a Notice 

being given to you, which could result in the Township doing the 
required work and / or charges being laid.

For More Information on Township Regulations visit www.scugog.on
or Call the By-Law Enforcement Office at (905) 985-7346.

PROPERTY OWNERS AWARENESS

     KEN REINHARDT
Proud Member of Our Township’s Property Standards and 
Committee of Adjustment, and Fence Viewing Committee
PMB PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE BROKERS INC.

“ Securing Your Best Interest ” ®
204 Casimir St., Port Perry - 905-985-4029

Enjoying 30 Years of Mortgage Lending 
throughout Durham Region and Beyond

www.waggfuneralhome.com

WAGG
  FUNERAL HOME

Port Perry’s Locally Owned & Operated Funeral Home

216 Queen Street, 
Port Perry

905-985-2171     
1-800-377-9139

•  
•  

•  

•  

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
HOME RENOVATIONS

SNOW PLOWING
SALTING/SANDING

BOBCAT/MINI HOE SERVICES

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090

or cell: 905-261-7840

Thinking 
of things 

you need done 
this winter?

THINK 
OF US!

Integrative Health Centre
Sunleite
188 Mary Street, Port Perry

188 Mary Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-3303

Full Time 
!ermography Clinic

~ Breast & Full Body ~
Fibrocystic, large, enhanced or 

dense breasts do not interfere with the scan.
NO RADIATION OR COMPRESSION

Brenda M. Leite 

View Health Report @ www.sunleitehealth.ca



30  FOCUS - JANUARY 2009   

Scugog Exposed

ICE HARVESTING

Ice blocks by the
thousands were cut 

out of Lake Scugog  
and shipped 

by rail to 
Toronto

Tools used to 
remove ice blocks 
from the lake.

he harvesting of ice blocks from 
Lake Scugog, for both personal and 
commercial use, began in earnest during 

the 1870s and continued for more than 50 years.
 Locally, in 1879 John Watkis erected a large ice 
house capable of housing 200 tons of pure ice, which 
was also occasionally referred to as ‘cold gold’.
 The harvesting of ice was a cold and dangerous job, with 
horses and men often falling to their death into the cold water 
during ice operations.
 On Lake Scugog, ice harvesting didn’t begin until the ice was at 
least 12’ thick, strong enough to support horses, equipment, and people. 
 The process began by scraping snow from the top of the ice, often using 
a crude plough pulled behind a team of horses. When cleared, the sheet of ice 
surface would sometimes be planed. Next, the ice was scored halfway through 
in long parallel lines using a cutting device similar to a field plough, but with sharp 
blades.
 After scoring the surface, workers chopped holes in the ice, then lowered long single 
handled saws to cut the blocks free. Other harvesters used pike poles to guide floating blocks 
of ice along the channels to be removed. In later years power saws were used to cut the ice into 
blocks about 22”x32” in size. 

T
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Men prepare to cut blocks of ice using this unique motor powered ice cutting machine on  
Lake Scugog about 1914. 

the Lake Scugog ice harvest and 
during the winter of 1915 noted 
there was a good supply of quality 
ice, being a full 18 inches thick and 
completely clear.
     In 1924 the Port Perry Star 
announced approximately 3,000 
cakes of cut ice had been stored in 
the Farmer's Union Milling Co. ice 
sheds near the lakefront for distri-
bution the following summer.
     The Sam Griffen Lumber Com-
pany (later renamed Lake Scugog 
Lumber Co. Ltd.) was reported to 
have stored more than 1,000,000 
pounds of ice in 1932, but by 1940, 
they tore down their large ice stor-
age building, ending the era of ice 
harvesting on Lake Scugog.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Above, a horse-drawn plow scrapes snow off the surface of the lake 
 before cutting the ice can get underway.      

Photo shows ice being cut into long rows before smaller squares were cut out.

 As the blocks were cut, large ice tongs were used 
to load the ice onto horse-drawn sleighs or wagons. 
The blocks were then hauled to shore where they 
were readied for shipment to rail centres such as 
Whitby, Oshawa and Toronto. Local merchants and 
residents hauled their ice to area ice-houses where 
it was covered deep with sawdust to keep it from 
melting. During the summer the ice would be used 
to preserve the freshness of their foods by using ice 
they had stockpiled over the previous winter.
 On Lake Scugog, by Feb. 1890, not only were the 
local merchants cutting ice from the lake, but larger 
companies like the Spring Water Ice Company of 
Toronto commenced operations with the intent of 
removing  fifteen rail-car loads of ice a day over the 
winter. The same month, two more ice companies set 
up operations on the lake, with more than 1,000 tons 
of ice being transported by rail to Toronto daily.
     The local newspaper often reported on 
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Safari in Africia
    Nestled deep in the interior of east-central Africa is 
Tanzania’s Ngorongoro Crater, one of the most spec-

14 hour Land Rover ride will land you in the centre of 
the 120 square kilometre caldera of this natural zoo, 

abundant with thousands of animals, who have existed here for hundreds 
of generations.
 The walls of the crater are too high for many animals to climb keeping 
the population in perfect balance. Several well maintained lodges have 
been built on the rim of the crater, but no construction is allowed in the 
bottom, thus ensuring the animal kingdom below remains pristine and 
free from human contamination. 
 The government of Tanzania is extremely strict and enforces laws 

trails, thereby not interfering with the natural progression of the animal 
world.
 The Ngorongoro Crater is home to 12 rare black rhinos. Each rhino 
has two rangers who have one purpose: to guard the nearly extinct 
creatures from poachers. A few months before I was there two rangers 
fell asleep on the job and the rhino they were guarding was killed and its 

-

for them to work, seek employment or move to nearby Kenya, Zambia or 
Rwanda. A tough punishment, but necessary if the beauty of this region is 
to be protected.

The 30 minute drive down the slopes of the crater seemed endless, as 
I was eager to see the activities of life in the wild. My driver, a Kenyan 

search for leopards and cheetahs, animals that are becoming harder to 
locate as their numbers dwindle.
 On the second day of my trek we came upon a herd of elephants. 

third is to raise its trunk and trumpet loudly.

the situation and he smiled reassuringly explaining that 
he would immediately shut off the engine and we would 
sit silently so that we would not pose a threat to the gi-

Marigold Travel
12 Water Street, Port Perry • 905-985-7878 • 1-800-720-8790
Marigold Travel

Caribbean
Australia
New Zealand

EuropeIreland

Hawaii

WINTER SUNCATIONS

TICO #50010528
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reassuringly.
 We watched the elephant while my camera went non stop. Suddenly 
I noticed her stomping her foot continuously on the dusty ground. I looked 

to a calf who had been separated from the mother by our Land Rover.
 A moment later the elephant began 

toward us. No more than three 
metres away I had now stopped 
breathing. A short moment later she 
raised her trunk and bellowed out a 
loud, ear shattering trumpet sound, 
which shook the surrounding trees. 
As I froze in my seat I was shocked 

into reverse and drove backward 
as fast as he could. The elephant 

speed. We swerved around bushes 

elephant neared the calf it stopped. 
We slowed and came to a halt when 
we were a safe distance from the 
mother and calf.

know that is what we are supposed to do, but did you not see how big that 
elephant was?” 
 I chuckled and caught my breath, looking around to make sure 
we were not near any other 

-
spected his talents in the jungle, 
but never let my guard down 
again when we were near any 
wild animals.
 The best way to visit the 
Ngorongoro Crater is to combine 
it with two Kenya safaris: one, 
north into the Samburu region 
and a second into the Masai 
Mara. This will give you an ex-
tremely good perspective of wild 
animals, people, their culture 

of the Serengeti. 
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Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

   The second annual Port Perry Polar Plunge, organized 

lakefront in January 2009. Plungers are asked to dress in 
costumes or bathings suits and bring pledges totalling at 
least $200. There will be lots of hot chocolate and coffee to 
help warm up participants after the plunge. For more infor-
mation see full story on page 21.
 Date:  Saturday, January 10, 2009
 Time:  11:00 a.m. 
 Location:  Kinsmen Beach, Palmer Park
 Information: Call 905-985-6232 or 905-985-3158 

POLAR BEAR PLUNGE

 
Arts invites theatre goers to enjoy an eve-
ning with Bev Foster and friends.

intimate concert with Bev 
Foster” promises to be an 
evening you’ll remember for 
weeks to come.

 Bev will entertain with 
some of her classical music as 

 Joining her this year will be Charles White 

enjoy the very talented Jeremy Foster and Mi-
chael Williamson. You may remember Michael 
as the endearing Winthrop in last summer’s 

 For a great way to spend a cold winter eve-

Friends,” and enjoy some hot apple cider 
during intermission.
 Date:  Saturday, January 24, 2009
 Time: 8:00 p.m. 
 Location
 Tickets: Adults $25.00, under 12 - $15.00
 Available at Meta4 Gallery, 200 Queen St., Port Perry
    Phone 1-888-985-2435

This is the original version of 
the classic tale of the boy who 
never grows up. First written 
in 1904, and reworked by J.M 
Barrie up to the early 1920’s, 
this production pre-dates both 
the pantomime and musical 
adaptations familiar to so many. 
Here is Peter Pan at his most 
authentic and magical, full of all 
the adventures, characters and 
spirit of Neverland. 
 Directed by Carey Nicholson.
 Dinner and overnight packages 

are available.
 Dates: February 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28 
    at 8:00 p.m. 
      February 21 and 28 at 2:00 p.m.
 Location:  Town Hall 1873, Port Perry
 Tickets: Meta4 Gallery, 200 Queen St.,  
  Port Perry     1-888-985-2435

 One of today’s most accomplished interpreters of 
traditional roots music, Michael Jerome Browne, will 
perform uptown, down home, blues, country and soul 
when he returns to the Greenbank Folk Music Society 

 Michael created a one-man band show, busk-
ing across North America and Europe and he’s now 
heralded as a virtuoso in a myriad of folk styles...
Appalachian, Cajun, country blues, early jazz, R&B 
and urban blues, he is also a renowned multi-instru-
mentalist and considered a master of old-time banjo, 

 Tickets to Michael’s performance will generate an 
unforgettable musical experience.
 Date
 Time:  8:00 p.m. 
 Location
     Greenbank, Ontairo
 Tickets:  $20 each
 Available:

or phone 905-985-8351 for information.

Michael
Jerome
Brown
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Dr.  Edward King 
Orthodontist
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• 140 + Channels including On Demand
• Lite High-Speed Internet
• Home Phone Service with Voicemail,  
   Call Display & Call Waiting
• No Hidden Fees
• No Contracts

905.985.8171 • www.compton.net

WATCH, TALK & SURF
TV, PHONE, INTERNET 

PACKAGE
$9479

per month
+ Applicable 
taxes



WINTER MAINTENANCE
SPECIAL

Parts
Department

Rotation Service (includes FREE tire inspection)
Lubrication Service (Weatherstrips, hinges, latches, pivots, 
anchors, releases, keylock cylinder)
Restraint System Check, Throttle System Inspection
Wiper Blade Check
Automatic/Manual Transmission/Transaxle Check
Steering and Suspension System Inspection
Engine Air Cleaner Filter Inspection
Engine Cooling System Inspection
Brake Inspection
Ignition and Parking Brake Safety Check

  AND receive 1 FREE 3.8L Jug of Windshield 
Washer Fluid

At participating dealers only. 
Dealers may sell for less. Offer 
available for a limited time only to 
retail customers. Environmental fees 
extra. See Service Advisor for details.

*

905-985-8474
10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry
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**Plus taxes. 
 While supplies last. 

QUALITY PARTS AVAILABLE FROM 
OUR GM PARTS DEPARTMENT
• Performance Parts
• Collision Parts
• Vintage Parts
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Steering and Suspension System Inspection

AND receive 1 FREE 3.8L Jug of Windshield 

905-985-8474

• Collision Parts
• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts• Vintage Parts

Paul
Service Manager Jenna

Service Advisor Shauna
Parts Advisor

Dean
Parts Manager

All About Travel
a division of Oshawa World Travel

NOW OPEN!
McDonald’s Plaza
14500 Simcoe Street, Unit 6
Port Perry

Locally Owned and Operated
Hours: 10-6 Monday-Friday
            10-2 Saturday

Featuring in-home
Consultations 

Your Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the World

TICO #50013941

905.985.5005
1.866.600.3312
905.985.5005
1.866.600.3312
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THANK - YOUTHANK - YOU

$20 OFF $50 OFF  $100 OFF  up to $250 OFF
Any in Stock Print or Original with a price tag of $99 or more

Valid on all new purchases made from NOW until February 28/2009. Full details in Gallery

THE FRAMER’S GALLERY
237 Queen St. Port Perry

(905) 985-2543    1-800-637-5391

Eating healthy foods, living a 
balanced lifestyle, and being 
educated on the importance 
of nutrition will help you for 
today and the future.

Eating Healthy and Living a Balanced Life
With a need to focus on food choices and to the 
increase in food sensitivities, allergies, diabetes, 
heart disease and obesity we are committed to 
providing the products, service and experience 
you need when you shop at Vos’ Independent.

Over 1000 items in our Health Food Store

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry YOUR NEIGHBOU
R
S

O
W

NE
D & OPERATED BY

Open from 7:00am to 10:00pm

Alternatives:
Wheat Free Selection

Dairy Alternatives

Vitamins and Supplements
We carry many supplement companies, come 
in-store to see the full variety. 

PC Organics:
Organic farmers want to provide the best 
for their land, plants, animals and for 
themselves.

This is accomplished by producing foods 
according to strict organic standards that 
prohibit the use of chemical pesticides and 

during the growing cycle. 

® products offer
convenience, superb taste and great 

Vos’ Independent.

Lower Fat
Lower Sodium
Lower Calories
Omega-3
Higher Fibre
Soy Protein



“With our lack of growth, our lack of assessment growth and the economy, we 
    should direct $100,000 to bring down taxes,” “We’re trying to mitigate huge tax 

MAYOR MARILYN PEARCE
Speaking about using grant funds to cut the tax increase to an 

average 2.7 per cent in Scugog at a January council session.

Quote
of the month

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and letter writers 
are not necessarily those of Focus On Scugog. Letters must be signed and the tele-
phone number (which will not be published) included. Requests that a name be withheld 
will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason to do so. Errors will be corrected 
if brought to the editor’s attention. We reserve the right to edit or refuse publication of 
any material submitted. 

ADVERTISING POLICY: The publisher is not liable for slight changes or typographical 
errors that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher is not liable for 
other errors or omissions in connection with any advertisement in any subsequent issue 
or the refund of any monies paid for the advertisement. All claims of error in publication 
must be made within one week of each month’s publication, and if not made, will not be 
considered. No claim will be allowed for more than one insertion.
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Rememberyour
Valentine

Cover Picture
Focus is using its cover this 
month, with the help of Jenn 
Souch, to remind everyone 
that Valentine’s Day is less 
than two weeks away. So 
guys and gals... don’t forget to 
pick up a card, box of choco-
lates, dozen roses or a beauti-
ful piece of jewellery at one of 

Photo Jonathan van Bilsen
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 The Scugog Choral Society is hard at work on their latest 
production, “They’re Playing Our Song,” scheduled to take to 
the stage at Town Hall 1873 in March.
 The production could be described more as a romantic 
comedy with music, than a traditional musical comedy since 
it features music by Marvin Hamlisch (A Chorus Line); lyrics 
by Carole Bayer Sager and the book is by Neil Simon. 
 In fact, the relationship between Vernon and Sonia, the 
leads, is not too different from that between Felix and Oscar 
in “The Odd Couple” - except that Vernon and Sonia fall in 
love with one another, even though they drive each other 
crazy.
 They’re Playing Our Song 
ran more than two years 
on Broadway, from 1979 to 
1981 with Lucie Arnaz and 
Robert Klein as the original 
Sonia and Vernon. 
 The play is set in the 
early 1980s, and covers a 
time span of about a year. 
Much of the music has an 
80s pop/disco feel to it.
 Heather Johnson takes 
the lead as Sonia. She has 
appeared in several shows 
including the Scugog Choral Society production of Briga-
doon. David Hooker, new to the local stage, brings with him 
a great deal of experience in television, British pantomime 
and public speaking. They are supported by a small chorus 
of back-up singers.
 Herschel Rosen, who has had many years of experience 
with all aspects of theatre production, is directing SCS for the 
first time. Alissa Smith directs the music and leads the band. 
Tristan Smith, the Producer, is assisted by Judy Anderson.
 They’re Playing Our Song opens Thursday, March 26 at 
8:00 p.m. and runs through Saturday, April 4. Matinees will 
be performed both Saturdays at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are avail-
able now at Meta4 905-985-2435.

Choral Society announces
‘They’re Playing Our Song’

Standards for Living. Quality of Life.

Village
293 Perry Street, Port Perry

905-985-8660  •  1-800-248-0848
www.westshorevillage.com

e-mail: t.brandenburg@powergate.ca

West Shore Village 
overlooking picturesque 
Lake Scugog in the 
charming town of Port Perry.  

RETIREMENT   
  LIVING

            Historic Waterfront

RETIREMENT    
  LIVING

Lifelease bungalows and a 71-suite, full 
service retirement residence designed to meet 

your changing needs. Call us for a tour, 
complimentary meal or overnight visit.

Visit Durham Region’s 
premier retirement community.

SUITES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

ETIREMENT   ETIREMENT    

DOUBLE SUITES • KITCHENETTES • PRIVATE DINING • HAIR SALON • MASSAGE THERAPY • EXERCISE FACILITY

KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
                all year round
   Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
                   Prom, Evening 
                        Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

DESIGNER HANDBAGS

GRAND RE-OPENING

   FEBRUARY 9

Come to our new trendy boutique!
See our new lines and new products! 
Still the same “pursonalized” service.

NEW  LOCATION!

141 Perry St., Port Perry ~ 905.982.0629
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ver the years Port Perry has been fortunate to 
have many prominent citizens call our town 

home. One such person is Durham Region’s first 
Chairman, Walter Beath, who settled here in 2005. 

At nearly six foot tall he stands above the crowd and on this 
Valentine’s Day he celebrates his 90th birthday. 
 Walter was born in 1919 in Simcoe County. He was one 
of three sons of Morley and Hilda Beath, farmers who made a 
living in the rural area between Barrie and Orillia. In 1930 the 
family moved to East Whitby near Columbus and took over 
200 acres, which belonged to one of Walter’s cousins.
 Farming was all that Walter knew and he loved the work. 
“It was great being your own boss and being able to work 
with your neighbours,” Walter said, with pride. After a short 
period of military training, at the age of 22, Walter married his 
sweetheart Earline Hayes, a local girl from the Columbus area. 
The two owned 200 acres of farm land on the Oshawa – Clar-
ington town line. Sadly Walter’s wife Earline passed away last 
year.
 “When you’re a farmer, Walter said, “You wake up and 
you are already at work. Your wife is your partner and from 
an hour or two before breakfast, until an hour after dinner you 
are working.”
 Farming was his first love and as a youngster he belonged 
to the calf club, or 4H as most of us know it. “If you did really 
well you would be recognized and as a prize you were sent to 
Guelph for a week to learn more about agriculture.”

As the years moved on, Walter realised that 
farming needed help. Government was 
neglecting the industry and something had 

to be done. He joined the Ontario County 
Crop Association and stayed a member for 

twenty years, even being its president in 
1965. He also joined the Oshawa Fair Board as 

a director for twenty-five years and president for 
three. As if that was not enough, Walter was asked 

to join the Ontario County High School Board and of course, 
accepted the four year position.
 In 1966 Walter, then President of the Beef Association, 
was asked to speak at the first Ontario Agriculture Conference 
where he presented a paper entitled, ‘The Future of Agricul-
ture in Ontario’, which was accepted by many as a sign of 
things to come.
 The times for farmers were tough. The hours were long 
and the work was hard. Fun consisted of getting together with 
people from church for card parties or going for long walks in 
the fresh air.

 Walter and Earline travelled to Scandinavia in the early 
seventies to attend the World International Plowing Match, 
which was to be held in Canada a few years later. Listening 
and learning how Laplanders organized the event, Walter 
came home with a new perspective and was asked to join the 
executive and help plan the occasion.
 Walter and Earline are parents to two sons, Wayne and 
Grant. Grant followed in his father’s footsteps and now lives 
on Scugog Island. Wayne moved to the US, but both sons and 
their families were together in Port Perry for Christmas. 
 Walter was one of the founding members of the Ontario 

 Walter Beath, seen here relaxing in his Port Perry home last year, 
and on opposite page a picture of him taken during 1976 when he was 
Chairman of the Region of Durham.               Photo by Jonathan van Bilsen

Please turn to page 4

 
 

O 
    Walter loves the cold weather and says,
      “there’s nothing like being outdoors  
      on a crisp winter morning.”

Happy
Birthday
Walter
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Continued from page 3
County Cooperative Medical Services, which was the forerun-
ner to our present day OHIP system. He still has his original 
membership card, which had a cost of $2.50 associated with it.
 It was only natural that Walter was involved in politics. 
During the fifties he was a member of the East Whitby Town-
ship Council. As the City of Oshawa annexed townships elec-
tions were held every year. Walter, who took a special interest 
in land planning made it a point to thoroughly represent the 
rural communities and see that they were given the same op-
portunities as urban areas.
 In 1959 Walter was elected County Warden, the top job 
in the county. I asked him if he still had time to work his own 
farm. “The job of County Warden did not pay very much. I 
had a wife and two sons to support,” he said with a grin on 
his face.
 Walter’s highest honour came on July 31st, 1973 when 

he was appointed Chairman of the 
newly formed Durham Region. It 
was a three year term and Walter 
ran twice successfully for re- 
election. He retired in 1980.
       In this position Walter was instrumental in restructuring 
local government. His region was 1,000 square miles (2,600 
square kilometres) with a population of 220,000. At least 

twenty municipalities were involved, 
including two counties and the sepa-
rated City of Oshawa. The new region 
consisted of eight area and one regional 
council. “I initiated the first practical 
energy savings plan in Ontario” Walter 
began, “which used our own staff, mak-
ing it quite inexpensive.” As Chairman, 
Walter was involved in staffing, roads, 
water and sewage, social assistance and 
healthcare.
 Walter enjoys the Port Perry Com-
munity. Each day he goes for long 
walks for several kilometres. “I have 
to slow down a bit,” he said. “I fell 
last week, but I’m mending well.” He 
loves the cold weather and dresses for 
it. “Nothing like being outdoors on a 
crisp winter morning.” 
 Since his retirement Walter has 
kept active. He served four years 
as a Regional Police Commissioner, 
worked diligently in the Oshawa Hos-
pital $26,000,000 campaign and was 
part of a three person panel formed 
to determine the effects that a GTA 
would have on the residents of the 
region.
 Walter has won many awards, 
including the Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
medal and the Bi-Centennial Certifi-
cate of Merit, but his most cherished 
honour is the Centennial Award for 
Agriculture. Chosen from among 400 
nominees Walter was recognized for 
his contribution not only to Agricul-
ture but to our region as a whole. 
 Walter has just completed a 200 
page history of his family, which 
will be treasured by generations to 
come. It was a pleasure to spend a 
few hours with a man who was so 
instrumental in the formation of our 
present Regional Government.

By Jonathan van Bilsen 
Focus on Scugog

His most cherished  
honour was being  
appointed chairman 
of the new Region of 
Durham in 1973

1

 The Regional 

 Of Durham

 Office of the Regional Chair 

 Whitby, Ontario 
 Canada, L1N 6A3 
 (905) 668-7711 
 1-800-372-1102 
 Fax: (905) 668-1567 

 Regional Chair 

February 14, 2009

Dear Mr. Beath:

Congratulations as you mark this major milestone. Upon reach-

ing the age of ninety, people often comment on the great changes 

they have observed in their lifetime. However Mr. Beath, you 

weren’t just a spectator – you were an active participant in the 

evolution of this Region.

As Durham’s first Regional Chair, you faced the tremendous 

challenge of bringing a group of diverse and independent  

communities into a new partnership. This task required great 

vision, energy, diplomacy and resilience. As a result of your  

capable leadership during those formative years, Regional  

Council gradually grew into its new role and responsibilities.  

Your legacy was a firm foundation for those who followed in 

your footsteps.  

On this special occasion, we recognize you as a builder of the 

vibrant community we have today.  We hope you are pleased 

with the continuing progress of the Region and very proud of the 

part you played in achieving it.

On behalf of Regional Council, please accept our sincere thanks 

for your lifelong contributions to Durham Region and our best 

wishes for a very happy 90th birthday.

Yours truly,

Roger Anderson
Regional Chair
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Changing

ooks like 2009 has brought some changes to Queen 
Street Common, where Steve Krieder, owner of the 
popular “Plovers” environmental store, has decided 

to move on after almost seven years in Port Perry. Steve has 
sold his business to local resident Cheryl Helm, who has taken 
over operation of the business.
 Across the street, the newly opened “Turquoise” clothing 
apparel store has covered its window with a large sign an-
nouncing it “going out of business” for the month of February. 
The sign also suggests it will re-open in March, so we’ll have to 
keep an eye on this one.
 Moving away from Queen St., we see work is underway 
at the Old Simcoe Plaza in a couple of units. The most south-
erly of these units has a sign in the window announcing that 
a “Wild Wing” restaurant has opened. Old Simcoe Plaza is 
located at the corner of, you guessed it, Old Simcoe Rd. and 
Regional Rd. 8.
 As you may recall, we announced last month, “Snob 
Country Collectibles” has ceased operation after 16 years in Port 
Perry. Debi Lehman, owner of “Over Her Shoulder,” has recently 
moved from Casimir St. and re-opened her popular designer 
handbag store at this handy downtown 141 Perry St., location.
 Back at 183 Casimir St., Flow Yoga Studio is setting up to 
provide a new facility for yoga instruction. This studio, oper-
ated by Maria Carr, will be located in the premises formerly 
occupied by Over Her Shoulder and has planned an opening for 
March 9.
 Royal LePage Frank Real Estate has opened an office in the 
former Min Com Home Run real estate office at 34 Water St., Port 
Perry. The office, with Rick Siwek as broker of record, opened 
on Dec. 23, 2008 with seven agents, adding to the company’s 
growing team in Durham Region.

L 

Your choice of  studio, 
one- and two-bedroom suites.

www.portperryvilla.com

Opening in 2009

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

For a “pre-tour” visit our Presentation Centre at:
26 Water Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-2002

70%
Reserved!

168-178 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2521  ~  www.brocks.ca

“One of the most comfortable sandals you will ever 
own” says Marina Brock of Brock’s. “I can wear them 
while working all day and my feet never feel tired!”

•   Removeable
   footbeds for your 
   orthotics
• Replacement
   insoles available

Sandals
for Men

and Women



NOW IS THE TIME TO PUT YOUR HEART INTO IT.™

PUT YOUR HEART INTO IT.™ MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

By making a donation, you’ll be helping 
us fund life-saving research.

Kelly Olsen AMP
MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

278 Union Ave., Prince Albert • 905-985-4716
www.mortgage intelligence.ca/kellyolsen

Lic.M08001491 Fisco#10428

180 Queen Street, Port Perry
Convenient rear door access from Post Office parking lot.

905.982.1918

905-985-1456
 251 Queen Street, Port Perry
www.portperrybutcher.com

246 Queen Street, Port Perry
inspirations@bellnet.ca

905-985-9005

INSPIRATIONS
ON QUEEN STREET

INSPIRE  YOUR  STYLE

Lorraine McNulty
www.maplemoonwebdesign.com 
info@maplemoonwebdesign.com
Port Perry   905-985-5249

143 Perry St.,
Port Perry

905-982-1143  •  1-866-538-5593
20-22 Water St., Port Perry

905-985-1210
Family 

Red RibbonRed Ribbon

ALL DAY BREAKFAST

Family
Restaurant

905-655-3291 • 1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE 
EQUIPMENT

4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa
(just 10km south of Port Perry)

905-436-9090
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

W.O.  INSURANCE BROKERS
H O M E  •  A U T O  •  B U S I N E S S  •  L I F E

Dale Gibbons
Owner/Broker

1-110 Water Street 
Port Perry   905-982-1600

24 Hour Emergency Service
Port Perry

905-985-2243

Brian’s Towing

905-985-9777

DIANNE
HOOKER
Sales Representative

1894 Scugog Street, Port Perry Plaza

R.M.R.
REAL  ESTATE 
BROKERAGE
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Bev Travis, seen here in front of family photographs, successfully underwent heart surgery in 2002 and has been living a productive life ever since. With 
heart disease in her family, Bev has seen her father, brother and a sister lose their lives to the dreaded disease.                            Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

YOU’VE GOT TO HAVE HEART
 We each have our motivations in supporting the Heart 
& Stroke Foundation’s humanitarian work, but Port Perry’s 
Bev Travis has more – and deeper – reasons than most.
 On one hand, Bev owes her continued quality of life to 
the Foundation’s research.  On a tragic note, heart disease 
has claimed several members of her family.
 Twenty-one years ago, Bev came face to face with a life-
changing event.
 “I was curling, which I did regularly, but found I didn’t 
have the energy to sweep,” she recalled.  “Coincidentally, 
I was headed to the hospital that afternoon, so my partner 
suggested I get myself checked out while I was there.  I 
wound up staying in hospital for five days.”
 The hospital tracked Bev’s wildly fluctuating heartbeat 
from 40 to 205 beats per minute.  A cardiologist diagnosed 

a heart valve defect.  Medication temporarily stabilized the 
first condition, but surgery was needed to repair the second.
 “I felt alright after the operation, but had no energy,” 
Bev said.  “I’d do something trivial, like grocery shop-
ping, then need someone else to bring them in once I came 
home.”
 Four years later, it was obvious a more permanent solu-
tion was required.
 “I started passing out because my heart rate was so low.  
They installed a temporary pacemaker and eventually a 
permanent one.  That helped with my energy level.”
 In 2002, Bev underwent valve-replacement surgery.  The 
mechanical valve again increased her quality of life.
 “I’m limited with heavy work,” she admitted.  “But I 

Heart disease, or stroke, claims the lives of more  
than 72,000 Canadian men and women every year 

Heartbeat

Please turn to page 8
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exercise and make sure I eat right.”
      Throughout her personal ordeal, Bev discovered she 
shared a terrifying family trait.  Years earlier, her father had 
died of a heart attack, but now Bev’s siblings began to suc-
cumb to various forms of heart disease.
      “I lost my brother, Peter, a few years ago to a heart at-
tack, and my sister died on the operating table last month 
during open-heart surgery.  Only an emergency bypass 
saved (my brother) Keith’s life after a heart attack in 2001.  
Guess we have bad genes.”
 Bev takes in stride the certainty that she shares those 
genetic deficiencies.
 “That initial diagnosis (in 1988) caused me to re- 

Continued from page 7 evaluate what’s impor-
tant in life,” she began 
thoughtfully.  “I vowed 
to enjoy every day.”
 Two grown sons, 
Dean and David, oc-
cupy the centre of her 
universe along with 
other family members.  
 “I consider myself 
very fortunate,” Bev 
continued.  “Think 
about patients with illnesses which can’t be fixed.  But 
thanks to the Heart & Stroke Foundation’s help, I live a 
very full life.”
 That “full life” includes regular walking, yoga, and 
volunteer work with Operation Scugog.  And of course 
time enjoying her family.
 Bev’s continued good health and grounded philoso-
phy ensures she’ll continue to be one of the Heart & 
Stroke Foundation’s most ardent supporters.
 “They’re leaps and bounds ahead from the days of 
my early surgeries,” she said. “But without those devel-
opments, where would I be now…?”
 She pauses, smiles, then continues.
 “I have Heart & Stroke to thank for some amazing 
technologies they’ve been able to provide for me over the 
years.  Guess you could say I’m kinda bionic!”

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

56 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-7727 (SPAS)

1-877-711-7727 (SPAS)
www.lakewindsspa.ca

Health & Beauty Spa

Organic Manicure & 
Organic Pedicure  ~

reg. $90 Now $75

Aromatherapy Massage, 
Organic Facial & 

Organic Pedicure  ~
reg. $220 Now $189

Organic Facial & 
Organic Manicure  ~

reg. $120  Now $99

Every seven  
minutes in Canada,  
someone dies from 

heart disease or 
stroke

(Based on 2004 data)



Healthy living means 

making positive choices 

that enhance your personal 

physical, mental and 

spiritual health. In this 

of the professional services 

in our community that are 

available to help you make 

informed choices about your 

health by giving you the 

tools you need to help you 

live a happier, healthier life.

Presenting. . .

For more information on how this 
program can benefit you please contact:

Erika Buckley, BSc, ND
Doctor of  Naturopathic Medicine
(905) 985-3624
104-175 North Street, Port Perry
erikabuckleynd@aquavitalis.ca
www.healthy-active.com

Optimize your metabolism and 
weight with  your personalized 
nutrition plan!
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Community Care Durham’s Respite (Caregiver Relief) service 
helps to enhance the quality of life for caregivers supporting a loved 
one at home. Community Care Durham (CCD) recognizes that 
caregivers often need a break from the responsibilities of caregiving 
and also need to feel that in their absence their loved one is 
receiving the quality care they require. CCD responds to these needs 
with two affordable respite services, In-Home Respite and Adult 

Day Programs.  These services are provided by competent and 
trained staff and are available for a nominal fee throughout 
Durham Region.
For more information about this service and CCD’s other community
support services, see www.communitycaredurham.on.ca
or call 905-985-8461. See their advertisement in this edition of 
Focus on Scugog on page 15.

Acupuncture for Health and Longevity 
“An apple a day will keep the Doctor away” is that old saying 
that I grew up with... well, acupuncture can also be used as 
preventative medicine. 
That is really what longevity is all about – living a healthy life and 
feeding yourself good food, not only for our physical bodies but our 
spiritual bodies also, so that we can continue to live out our life 
and dreams in health. 
Taking the time to replenish the reserves in ourselves before illness 
occurs. Keeping the gateway to longevity open by clearing stagnant 
energy out of our bodies, using the meridians and pathways to do 
this for ourselves by acupuncture. See ad on page 12.
Call Susanne at Healing Points, 905-244-4336

Community Care Durham Provides Caregivers The Break They Deserve

ALL FIT / ALL AGES Gym
Health & Wellness Centre
16130 Old Simcoe Rd., Port Perry 

905-985-6944

Pay as 
you go or 

1, 3, 6 month 
or 1 year 

memberships
available.

febru r isfebru r is

Heart and Stroke 
Post-Rehabilitation Programs
Hip & Knee Replacement 
Post-Rehabilitation Programs
Osteoporosis
Bone Density
Arthritis
Diabetes

Mention this ad and 
get a FREE 

1 hour consultation.

Physiotherapists establish a clinical diagnosis, restore 
and help maintain physical function, relieve pain, and help 
maximize the abilities of clients.

462 Paxton St., Port Perry
(Medical Building) 
For an appointment call:

905-985-8363

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

“We can help you recover!”
Treatments for:
- Sports Injuries
-  Auto Accident Injuries
-  Back, Neck, Knee, Shoulder Pain
-  Pre- & Post-Surgical Rehabilitation

We also offer:
- Massage Therapy
- Acupuncture

No referral necessary

You can change your life with hypnosis
We’ve all heard the statement old habits die hard which is a way 
of saying the habit is simply a repetitive action that we accept 
as our own.  Some reasons for a habit aren’t even recognized 
consciously any longer, we simply do it.
Hypnosis is a simple process for accessing a creative area of the 
sub-conscious mind where habit patterns can be rewritten.  
Hypnosis is a state of focused heightened awareness not of sleep 
or unconsciousness. In therapeutic hypnosis, with Deborah’s 
guidance,  you are in complete control and hear every word.  
The one requirement for hypnosis is your desire for change.
With the assistance of Deborah K. Grose, C.HT, Psycho Linguistics 
Specialist, Grief Counsellor and Life Counsellor you are assisted 
with your personal life changes.  Hypnosis is available by 
appointment only with Deborah Grose, Psycho Linguistics 
Specialist. CHT.  Call 905-982-0163 today.   See ad on page 14. 
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Body, Mind and Spirit
Kaleidoscope offers a beautiful selection of inspiring New Age 
products for body, mind and spirit. We have an extensive collection 
of books, CD’s, stones, crystals, candles, jewellery and giftware. Come 
in and check out our colourful and funky clothing and accessories, 
and new to the store is our fantastic plus size clothing line.
We are very excited to introduce our workshops and seminars. 
Mediations, palm and tarot card readings, spiritual learning 
experiences and much more are offered at this gem of a store. 
Come in or call for more information and be sure to ask about our 
new preferred customer service card. See our ad on page 12.
Kaleidoscope, 174 Mary St. Port Perry,  905-985-2539

The Fitness Club You’ve Been Waiting For
“Finally a workout club that fits our busy lifestyle!” That’s exactly 
what Ken and Laurie Noakes thought when they joined the SNAP 
Fitness 24/7 Club in Uxbridge. In fact, they enjoyed the 24/7 
concept so much they opened their own SNAP Club in Port Perry in 
November, 2008.
SNAP Fitness is a new concept in fitness clubs – open for members to 
work out 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
They NEVER close! Shift workers, busy parents, working moms, 
active seniors - anyone can finally find the time to exercise and start 
feeling healthy, fit and looking great! 
SNAP offers state of the art equipment in a clean, secure and friendly 
“home gym” atmosphere. Drop by SNAP during staffed hours, we 
would love to show you around. 
Call SNAP Fitness,  905-985-7627 or visit us on the web at
www.snapfitness.com/portperryon   See ad on page 14. 

Integrative Health Centre
Sunleite
188 Mary Street, Port Perry

188 Mary Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-3303
www.sunleitehealth.ca • clinic@sunleitehealth.ca

* Natural Family Care    * Nutritional Medicine
* Manual Medicine Therapy    * Lifestyle Counseling

* Pain Management    * Addiction Management
* Isopathic Immunization Therapy    * Bowen Therapy     

Rebalancing Foot Spa and Energy Enhancement System
* Metaphysical Balancing

~ Breast & Full Body ~
Fibrocystic, large, enhanced or dense 
breasts do not interfere with the scan.
NO RADIATION OR COMPRESSION

Thermography may detect an issue 5 to10 years prior to 

  

Be Informed About Cancer Prevention - 
Choose ! ermography

www.breastthermography.ca

As we age, the possibility of receiving an Alzheimer’s diagno-
sis is disturbing to all. Who hasn’t forgotten where they left the car 
keys and paused for a moment and thought, “Oh no, is this happening 
to me?”

Forgetfulness is not a foregone conclusion with aging and we wit-
ness this in natural medicine. Once we clean up the body with diet, 
nutritional support and lifestyle management, incorporate “brain” exer-
cise, we can see large improvements in memory and concentration.

Alzheimer’s is a progressive, degenerative disease that scientists 
still do not agree upon the cause. A marker for this disease has recently 
been identifi ed by masses of protein in the brain of affected individu-
als. The protein is called A-beta peptide and for an unknown reason, 
these proteins form a mass called a fi bril. This is also noted in other 
degenerative, neurological diseases such as Parkinson’s. It has been 
accepted by some experts that the reaction of the proteins is instigated 
by toxins. There have been studies identifying aluminum as a possible 
culprit contributing to degenerative brain function. 

In Natural Medicine, when faced with a patient concern regarding 
this type of toxicity, we look at the live cell status with a phase-contrast 
microscope and we perform a hair analysis, which allows us to see 
the metal toxic load in the body. Aluminum being one of the markers 
we can assess. If there is a toxic load, we then go about chelating or 
removing the offending substance slowly, expertly, without overtax-
ing the liver or kidney. Performing the assessment before symptoms 
appears, can provide the patient with as clean a foundation as pos-
sible to move forward in health. Until scientists can look more closely 
at the fi brils, we can only make educated assumptions about healthy 
steps to be preventative. We can assist you at Sunleite Integrative 
Health Centre in Port Perry.  www.sunleitehealth.ca   Consider this….

Is Alzheimer’s Preventable?

                           Brenda M. Leite 
Licensed Doctor of Natural Medicine

PROACTIVE HEALTH CARE

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE
238 Queen St., Downtown Port Perry

www.iluvmydentist.com • 905-985-8451

Regular checkups and professional cleanings are essential to a healthy 
mouth, but that’s not all it takes to keep your smile bright and white. 
Follow these at-home care tips to help prevent cavities and decay.
 • Brush and fl oss correctly at least two times a day.
 • Eat a balanced diet with plenty of fruits and vegetables.
 • Limit the number of sugary snacks you eat.
 • If you chew gum, chew a sugarless variety.
 • Use mouth rinses to reduce plaque.

Regular checkups and professional cleanings are essential to a healthy 

You and Your Dentist
Partners in a Healthy Smile

Brought to You by the Caring Professionals at:
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EVENTS AT

To register for workshops please call 
905-985-2539

174 Mary Street, Port Perry

Starting February 4th
New Beginners 

Meditation Group
Join our 

Wednesday group.

February 21st
Aromatherapy & 
Massage Class
Taught by Ron from 

Natural Notions. 
SIGN UP NOW!

FEBRUARY WORKSHOPS

Wednesdays & 
Thursdays

Tarot Card 
Readings

with Brenda

Tuesdays & Sundays
Palm Readings & 
Understanding

Your Indigo Child
with Jude

NEW AT KALEIDOSCOPE
New Silver Jewellery
New Funky Clothing

New Large Book Selection
Nature’s Notions

Herbal Oils – and much more!

Fridays
Rieki

Treatments
with Leslie

905-985-1011   •  email: julie@the juliefl ippincenter.com 
1-877-730-6914   •  www.thejuliefl ippincenter.com     

The
Center

Julie Flippin

Psychotherapist

“ ”

Life isn’t about ! nding yourself.
Life is about creating yourself.

Course Dates/Times:
Saturday March 21st – 10am - 4pm

Tuesday March 24th, 31st – 7pm - 9pm
Tuesday April 7th & 14th – 7pm - 9pm

PLEASE CALL TO REGISTER

“Creating the Life 
I was Meant to Live”

ONE MONTH COURSE

Learn the strategies and tools to understand 
how you created your present life and 

how to create a life you’ve only dreamed of.

is proud to present…

ACUPUNCTURE
Relieves:
~ stress
~ head, neck and back pain
~ arthritis
~ carpal tunnel
~ vertigo

…  and many more
Complimentary Consultation

Call Susanne 
905 244 4336
1894 Scugog St., (Food Basics Plaza)
Port Perry
Tuesdays, ! ursdays and Fridays  8am - 8pm by appointment only

Susanne Schmid
A!"#"$!%"&'(%
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Healing PointsHealing PointsHealing Points
Acupuncture

Treat the root of the problem
                       –  not just the symptom

When Should You Seek Professional Help 
for an Injury? 
It’s that time of year again when slips and falls, shovelling, 
and winter sports injuries play havoc on your sanity.  
When should you seek help for an injury?   There are some 
definite warning signs to when an injury needs professional 
health care attention.
1. Swelling
2. Moderate to Severe Pain
3.  Weakness:  significant loss of strength in the affected joint 

or muscle, or comparative weakness to the other side may 
suggest serious injury.

4. Numbness or Tingling
5.  Inability to participate in normal activities of daily living 

or usual sporting activities.
Don’t let an injury progressively get worse.  Getting a proper 
diagnosis is critical at this point.  The goal is then to educate 
you about your injury, prevention and initiating proper 
treatment.  Knowing what you should and shouldn’t do is key 
to recovery. See our ad on page 10.
Stefanie Vander Slagt Bkin, BScPT, CAFCI
Physiotherapy Associates of Port Perry   
905-985-8363
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See Results Fast! We guarantee it!
Louise St.Germain is both a certified fitness 
specialist and personal trainer. She brings 
with her 30 years of active living experience. 
At 51 years of age, her energy and 
enthusiasm are contagious. She is a master 
of motivation and fun! Louise’s dream was 
to create a place where anyone could thrive, 
feel comfortable and energized. 
All-Fit All Ages was created over 13 
years ago and the dream has flourished. 
Louise and her staff can guarantee you 
will be supervised in a clean and friendly 
environment, no matter what your age.  
All medical conditions are welcomed. 
We can help! Call Now! Don’t Wait!  
See our ad on page 10  for more 
information.

All-Fit/All Ages Gym
16130 Old Simcoe Rd, Port Perry
905-985-6944

One Body, One Life
Regular physical activity is essential to your 
overall health; it is essential to your “one 
body, one life”. It is well known that activity 
can improve your mood, prevent chronic 
disease (i.e. heart disease, osteoporosis, 
diabetes), improve your sleep, boost your 
energy, and provide enjoyment.
Despite the many benefits, occasionally 
injuries result from acitivity. Maybe in 
your case, old injury or pain is preventing 
you from participating in certain activities. 
Chiropractic is a safe and effective way 
to treat both the injuries that result from 
activity and many of the injuries and 
pain that prevent so many people from 
participating in physical activity.
Allow Dr. Hooper to help you increase your 
activity and enjoy all the benefits with your 
“one body, one life.”  
See our ad on page 15.
Dr. Hooper at Your Health Chiropractic
175 North Street, Port Perry
905-982-0134

Dr. Miroslava Smochko D.D.S.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Naturopathic Medicine is Lifestyle Medicine!
Did you know that many of Canada’s top diseases are related to lifestyle factors?
Naturopathic Medicine focuses on counselling patients around healthy lifestyle 
choices to prevent and treat many of today’s leading diseases, such as heart disease, 
diabetes and cancer.
Presenting “healthy and active:  The metabolism program.” The basis of healthy 
and active is extensive metabolic analysis of over 40 blood values to create a 
customized nutritional plan for your optimal weight and health.
Proper nutrition is the key to better health and well-being.  This program enables 
you to reach your desired weight goal without going hungry, taking medication or 
expensive powders.  A change in eating habits will improve your health leading to 
increased energy and vitality. See ad on page 9.
For more information please contact: 
Erika Buckley, BSc, ND,  Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine, 
Your Health Chiropractic, 104-175 North Street, Port Perry 
905-985-3624  •  www.healthy-active.com

Physiotherapy with an osteopathic 
hands-on treatment approach for
• Sports injuries – athlete rehabilitation
• Motor vehicle injuries
• Headaches/general aches and pains
• Neck, back, knee or shoulder pain
• Post surgery
Other Services:
• Personal Training & Coaching Programs
  www.scugogphysiotherapy.com 

175 North St., 
Suite 202
Port Perry

SOUTH GATE

14500 Simcoe St. S., 
Unit #4, Port Perry
(South Gate Plaza)
905-982-0134
Dr. Miroslava Smochko D.D.S.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Open Monday to Saturday - 9 a.m.
Evening appointments available
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WITH HYPNOSIS YOU CAN:  
• STOP SMOKING  • LOSE WEIGHT (Diets don’t last - life changes do!)

• ELIMINATE FEARS and PHOBIAS forever
• ELIMINATE STRESS and ANXIETY  • Be IN CONTROL of your life

• GET RID of BAD HABITS and UNWANTED BEHAVIOUR
• FEEL HAPPIER inside  • FEEL FREE from unwanted negative feelings

 Let me provide you with the guidance, reinforcement and support 
to enable you to make the specifi c changes that you desire.

“Together, through Hypnosis and Hypnotherapy we, as a team - 
you and I, can make positive changes naturally, without drugs 
or side effects, with your specialized hypnosis programme.”

To make an appointment or ask questions about 
Hypnosis or Grief Counseling call 

Deborah K. Grose
C. HT, Psycho Linguistics Specialist

905-982-0163

www.snapfitness.com/portperryon

The 24/7 Fitness Club You’ve        
                   Been Waiting For!

•  Open 24/7, members can workout any time, 
day or night – we never close!

•  State-of-the-art cardio and strength training equipment

• No long-term contracts, no hassles, no risk

• Clean, safe and friendly environment

•  Personal training and nutritional support available

• #1 ranked Fitness Club Franchise, Entrepreneur Magazine

15930 Old Simcoe Rd. 
(near the Arena)
Old Simcoe Centre 
Port Perry 
905-985-7627

What Are Digital X-rays?
Digital radiographs are one of the newest X-ray 
techniques around. With digital radiographs, 
film is replaced with a flat electronic pad or 
sensor.
The X-rays hit the pad the same way they hit 
the film.  But instead of developing the film 
in a dark room, the image is electronically 
sent directly to a computer where the image 
appears on the screen.  The image can then 
be stored on the computer or printed out.  
They offer the advantage of an 80 percent 
reduction in radiation, no need for film or 
processing chemicals, production of a nearly 
instantaneously image, and the ability to use 
colour contrast in the image.
New patients are always welcome to our office.  
Please come join us and try our new technology 
of digital X-Rays. Happy New Year to everyone!
See our ad on page 13.
Visit  Dr. Miroslava Smochko, D.D.S.
South Gate Dental Office
14500 Simcoe Street, Port Perry
(South Gate Plaza) 
905-982-0134
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It’s a New Year and Time for New Beginnings  
By the end of January many well-intended resolutions have been abandoned. 
Real change comes from courage; courage comes from knowing everything is possible 
as witnessed by the recent election in the United States.
I opened The Julie Flippin Center eight years ago with a belief, and courage and 
consequently I’ve had the honour to work with people of all ages and walks of life. 
My work and passion is focused on helping individuals gain knowledge, and tools to 
live a truly wonderful abundant life. 
If you are ready to create a new experience for yourself, join me in March at the 
Creating the Life I Was Meant to Live course.  See ad on page 12.
 905-985-1011  •  www.thejulieflippincenter.com

Psychologist 

DR. PARNIAN 
PAJOUHANDEH & ASSOCIATES  
Psychotherapy and counselling for 
individuals (adults or youth), couples, or 
families. We can help with:
•  stress, anxiety, depression, anger, trauma
•  recovering from auto or work-related 

accident
• relationships  • life transitions  • parenting
Fees may be covered through 
Extended Health Care Plans.
No referral necessary.

North Durham 
Professional Counsellors
188 Mary St., Unit B, Port Perry
905•985•1130     1•800•253•0181

Are you in need of a break?

 Help maintain a safe environment
 Provide personal care
 Assist with the activities of daily living
 Provide social interaction
Prepare meals

 Assist in client centered homemaking
and much more

Relieve the stress of caregiving... Ask us for help today! 

“I am truly appreciative of what Community 
Care Durham has done for my parents and my 
stress level and uncertainty of what to do were 
reduced immediately after talking with them.” 
– Jo-Anne L.

Are you a Daughter
or Son, Sister or 
Brother, Spouse or 
Friend caring for an 
aging adult with needs 
related to:

Relieve the stress of caregiving... Ask us for help today! 

Relieve the stress of caregiving...  Ask us for help today!
Call Toll Free
1-888-255-6680
ext. 232

905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry 

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Dwayne Hooper BSc, DC

! Relief for back, neck,
 joint & muscle pain, 
& headaches…

! Treatment of sports, 
work, accident injuries, 
& arthritic pain

! Gentle & safe treatments 
including rehab and 
custom orthotics

BOOKS GALORE
& MORE

175 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-8645

booksgalore@powergate.ca

We have a large selection 
  of Health Books
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Thumbs Up - to all the brave souls who took part in this year’s 
polar plunge into Lake Scugog in January. Braving bitter 
cold temperatures, 34 fools... sorry, I meant participants 
laughed, ran, splashed and immersed themselves in the 

frigid water... all for the good of the community. Congrats to the 
Hospital Auxiliary and all those who took part... you’re a lot brav-
er than the hundreds who watched from shore.

Thumbs Up - a giant ‘thumbs up’ to the township roads crews 
and independent snow removal contractors who have 
helped to keep Scugog’s streets and driveways cleared 
for residents this winter. Faced with record snowfalls, 

drifting snow and freezing rain, many have worked day-long and 
throughout the night, while most of us were huddled in warm 
beds, to make sure our roads were safe. Thanks guys!!! 

Thumbs Down - to the media, especially the national media for 
all the doom and gloom about our sagging economy. The 
last thing small retailers, in towns like Port Perry need, is 
the constant barrage of detrimental reporting about lay-

offs, store closings, etc. Yes, times are tougher than we all would 
like to see, but it’s time to help the situation by laying off all the 
negatives. There are plenty of good times ahead... we just have 
to be positive and patient. 

Thumbs Up - Never thought I’d say thanks to a tax increase, 
but a thumbs up to Mayor Marilyn Pearce and members 

economic situation and acting responsibly. By utilizing a 
portion of its $1.3 million Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund 
grant to cut tax increases to local property owners, this years 
projected 3.9 percent tax increase will be reduced to about 2.7 
percent. So thanks for the break!   
 
Thumbs Up and congratulations to a couple of local residents 

who have recently taken over the small community news-
paper in Little Britain. Tony Janssen, of Port Perry Print, 
has teamed up with Jeff Reid, former owner of the local 

Independent grocery store to purchase “CAPS”. The monthly 
publication has been servicing the Little Britain area for 11 years. 
Good luck to Tony and Jeff on this exciting enterprise.

Thumbs Down to the slow response in removing huge piles of 
snow from Port Perry’s business district last month. Many 
merchants and residents felt four days after the storm 
was far too long. We expect the snow removal budget is 

already being strained, but the safety of residents walking and 
driving along Queen St. and the detrimental effect to local busi-
nesses, who are already struggling, warranted quicker action.

Thumbs Down to anyone who leaves their vehicle parked at the 
gas pumps at Pioneer while they go in to pick up a cof-
fee at the local Tim’s dispensary... all the while blocking 
others at the pumps from leaving. Then, as you sit there 

waiting impatiently, the guilty one stares you down, like they’re 
daring you to say anything when they return. I could scream! 

ThumbsLocal merchants the best 
 Whenever there’s a need in this great community of 
ours, you can count on the local business people to be there 
to help. This was the case for Focus on Scugog a couple of 
weeks ago when we decided to help promote Valentine’s 
Day in Scugog with the great cover shot you see on this 
issue, which features 16 year old Jenn Souch of Port Perry.
 In need of props, we approached Dana’s Goldsmithing, 
The Nutty Chocolatier and photographer Jonathan van 
Bilsen, to pull together the cover picture.
 Borrowing a box of chocolates, a beautiful pendant, 
and a bright red rose from our merchants, and utilizing the 
photography skills of JVB, was all it took.
 Thanks all for your help!

1974-2009

201 NORTH STREET
PORT PERRY, ONTARIO  L9L 1B7
PH: 905.985.9755 • 1.888.301.0055 
FAX: 905.985.0687
EMAIL: production@ppprint.ca
www.ppprint.ca

Did you know 
PP Print has been 

serving the 
Durham 

Region for over 

35 years?

Did you know 
PP Print has been 

serving the 
Durham 

Region for over 

35 years?

We can handle all your 
printing needs from simple 
photocopy right through to 

a full colour brochure 
& everything in between!

Open:
Mon-Fri

8:30 - 5:30, 
Sat

9:00 - 1:00

Drop by and one of our friendly staff 
would welcome the opportunity

to serve you!
Looking for somewhere to send a fax? We can do that too.

186 Casimir St., 
Port Perry  
905-985-9130Nails & Spa

Rhonda’s

PAMPER YOUR LOVED ONES

THIS

PACKAGE 1 
Manicure & Pedicure 

$38

PACKAGE 2  
Glycolic Peel & Pedicure 

$60Gift Certifi cates 
Available

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2



LIFE ON
THE

LAKE
FEATURE

Life On The Lake

 VOLUNTEERING: Your best work you would probably do 
for free! 

 At this time, the Scugog Lake Stewards have a huge 
“plate” of opportunities in front of them, but not enough 
people to take them on and make a difference.

   

 If you are looking for an opportunity to really enjoy 
yourself and grow, please give us a call to discuss your par-

No volunteer offer too small! 

Consider becoming a Lake Steward!
 OR BECOME A MEMBER STEWARD. 
Fishermen, boaters, sailors and lake- edge 
loungers – why not spend a little to gain 
a lot?

Lake 
Stewards are practical people just like you 
who want to enjoy a clean healthy lake. We 
welcome you!

SCUGOG LAKE STEWARDS INC.  
NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(Elected at the November 2008, annual general meeting.)

At the time of writing this article, the Scugog Lake  
Stewards have well over one hundred member stewards.

Call any of our Board members listed below to find 
out more about the Stewards and the benefits of 
membership or send in your cheque made out to 
Scugog Lake Stewards Inc. with  your phone number 
to Jean Beaton, 32 Pine Point Lane, Port Perry,  
L9L 1B4 and we will organize your membership. 
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MUSKRATS 

push-ups

BEAVER 

 
 

Speed Bumps on Lake Scugog?

Muskrat ‘push-ups’

Muskrat lodge

Beaver cut down trees not only for lodges and dams but to eat the succulent 
upper branches and buds. Because their front teeth constantly grow, it is 

important for all members of the rodent family to gnaw thus wearing down 
the teeth that would otherwise soon be a problem.

Speed Bumps on Lake Scugog?
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Speed Bumps on Lake Scugog?

 

 

 Are you interested in participating in the NRFMP Implementation Committee?  
continued on page 20

Speed Bumps on Lake Scugog?

GET HOOKED ON THE 
NONQUON RIVER FISHERIES PLAN

Measuring brook trout from the upper 
Nonquon River system

Electrofishing to determine accurate species 
and population counts in a feeder stream.

 Brett Tregunno
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continued from page 19 - 

                                        Brett Tregunno, Aquatic Biologist, 

Kawartha Conservation is seeking individuals to form an Implementation Committee

Non-
quon River Fisheries Management Plan

by Barbara Karthein, Editor and V.P.Communication and Education, Scugog Lake Stewards Inc.,, (905) 985-0958

Editorial

Walleye from the Nonquon River

Scugog Lake Stewards Inc.
would sincerely like to thank

Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
 

22  FOCUS - FEBRUARY 2009   



FOCUS - FEBRUARY 2009  23   

 One of the great sights of winter in Scu-
gog is the hundreds of kids skating on frozen 
ponds playing Canada’s favourite winter 
pastime, hockey. This country offers huge 
opportunities for would be hockey giants 
and one of the benefactors of the system is 
Port Perry’s own Michael Amodeo.
 For those of you not familiar with the 
name, Mike played NHL hockey for the 
Winnipeg Jets as well as a number of other 
leagues and teams. In fact, after meeting 
with him I was amazed at how intricate the 
hockey world really is.
 Mike was a late bloomer and did not 
begin his hockey career until he was ten. 
“The truth be told,” Mike explained, “I was 
too shy to play.” 
 At the age of 12 he managed to get on 

HE SHOOTS... HE SCORES!

the Eastern Freightways lineup, one of the most sought after teams, as they 
had the ‘coolest’ jerseys, a winning track record and a great coach. In 1965 
Mike, by now a defenceman, won the Pee-Wee World  tournament, which 
launched his professional career.
 At 17 and living in Scarborough, Mike went on to play for the Toronto 
Marlboro organization and developed the reputation of being the most 
traded player in the OHA, ending up with the Oshawa Generals at the age 
of 18. “I was making $60 a week playing hockey and loving it. Of course, I 
had to take on other jobs so I could afford to eat.” He smiled as he spoke.
    Some of those jobs included working as an engine builder for Herb 
Robinson Motors, at a local Canadian Tire store and at a car dealership, 
doing whatever needed to be done, but hockey was Mike’s passion.
     Mike took another landmark step and married his high school sweet-
heart, Catherine Davidson. The couple purchased a cottage in Graven-
hurst and lived there during the off seasons. Both Mike and Cathy 
developed a fondness for country life and vowed they would return. 
 Hockey took a bold step in 1972 when the World Hockey Association 
(WHA) was formed and new gateways were opened. Mike was drafted 

Mike Amodeo lives on Scugog Island and is seen here at the Scugog arena.

Former NHLer now
makes his home
on Scugog Island

Mike as a Toronto Toro about 1973.

Mike Amodeo

Please turn to page 22
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by the Ottawa Nationals as well as the California Golden 
Seals. “I chose Ottawa, because I thought they offered better 
opportunities and besides, California players had to wear 
white skates (unheard of at that time).”
 For all the hockey buffs who remember 
1973, it was the year Johnny Bassett moved 
the Ottawa franchise to Toronto to become the 
Toronto Toros. During the third year of Mike’s 
career with the Toros a contract dispute forced 
him to resign from the team. Through the help 
of a good friend and Toro team mate, Frank 
Mahovolich, he was offered a position with the 
American Hockey League in Rochester, where 
he finished the season.
 Mike, scanned his options and decided his 
best opportunity was in Sweden, playing for a 
young, upcoming  team. “It was a time when 
many of us were playing in Europe. Countries 
like Holland and Finland had tremendous teams 
and were putting a lot of support behind the 
sport,” Mike said.
 His first year in Sweden was also the year the 
team won the Division Swedish championship 
and went on to play in the Elite Series (the Euro-
pean equivalent to the NHL). Sweden became the 
birthplace of Mike and Catherine’s first daughter, 
Amy.
 Toronto Maple Leaf great, Carl Brewer, at that time with 
the WHA, was on a scouting trip through Europe and was 
impressed with the skills of 27 year old Michael Amodeo. 

“We spoke and before I knew it I was playing with the Win-
nipeg Jets.” Winnipeg won the Avco cup two years in a row 
while Mike played for them and his ring is a proud remind-
er of those days, more than 25 years ago.
 It became obvious that Canada could not support two 

major hockey leagues and in 1981 
the WHA merged with the NHL. 
Mike finished the year with the 
Tulsa Oilers of the Central league 
and the following year returned 
to Sweden. 
 “I was fortunate my 
wife joined me everywhere, we 
kept the family unit together. 
She was extremely supportive 
of my career and we certainly 
were able to see the world,” 
Mike beamed. He had signed a 
long (three year) contract with 
Sweden, however, at the end of 
the first season the club ran out 
of money and Mike’s contract 
was cancelled.
 Mike was recruited by 
the Italian team in Merano, 
which was a well respected 

team in the European League. 
The one downfall was in order 

to play he needed an Italian citizenship. After what ap-
peared to be a hopeless situation it came to light that Mike’s 
grandfather, an Italian immigrant, had never registered him-
self with the Canadian government and therefore his father 
was also not classified as Canadian, making Mike the first 
generation. Obtaining an Italian passport suddenly became 
easy and Mike went on to play for Merano for two years. 
    Mike and Cathy’s second daughter, Corby, was born 
during this time and an opportunity for Mike to play with 
the national Italian team presented itself. “We beat the US 
7-5 and tied Canada 3-3 that year in the World Champion-
ships,” he said, proudly.
      Unfortunately a new commissioner was appointed to 
the Italian league and his aim was to bring more local talent. 
It was time for Mike and Cathy to return home and hang up 
his skates. The couple moved to Whitby where Mike took a 
sales position with a brewery, a position he still holds today.
      To keep in shape Mike jogged and cycled from Whitby to 
Port Perry and fell in love with our community. As Whitby 
expanded and their children moved into their own homes, 
the  Amodeos longed again for the country life, which they 
so enjoyed in Gravenhurst. It was then they decided to relo-
cate in Port Perry.
      Mike still plays pick-up hockey a few times a week with 
the same guys he has been with for 25 years. He has also 
gained the respect of many NHL old timers and although he 
doesn’t boast about his relationships he does see the likes of 
Peter Conacher, Bobby Lalonde, Howey Menard and Bobby 
Baun on a regular basis.
        Hockey is a great sport and has captured the hearts of 
many generations of Port Perry enthusiasts. It is great to see 
players with the calibre of Michael Amodeo reside among us 
and mentor the up and coming stars of the future.
 Jonathan van Bilsen

Focus on Scugog

Trading card while with Winnipeg Jets.

Continued from page 21

HOME RENOVATIONS INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RETAINING WALLS MINI HOE
LANDSCAPING BOBCAT SERVICE

INTERLOCKING STONE WORK

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090

or cell: 905-261-7840

Thinking of things you need done this spring?
THINK OF US!
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QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

1 year powertrain warranty 
Good, reliable certified vehicles 

from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available

Sear
Tailoring &
Professional  
Alteration

905-982-1955
1869 Scugog St., Unit 4
Port Perry

16 Years Experience

905-985-8474
10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry

Gus Brown is an Accredited Drive Clean Facility
How Drive Clean Works:
Drive Clean is Ontario’s mandatory vehicle emis-
sions inspection and maintenance program that 
is reducing vehicle emissions of smog-causing 
pollutants by requiring vehicles to undergo an 
emissions test to identify problems and have 
them repaired. If your vehicle requires an emis-
sions test, you will receive a reminder as part 
of your vehicle licence renewal application from 
the Ministry of Transportation.

An emissions inspector will 
drive your car or lightduty truck 
onto a dynamometer. This ma-
chine is like a treadmill that al-
lows the vehicle to be “driven” 
on one spot. A probe is placed 
in the tailpipe of your vehicle. 

The probe is connected to a 
gas analyzer and computer, 
which can measure the con-
centration of nitrogen oxides, 
hydrocarbons, which are vola-
tile organic compounds, and 
carbon monoxide. 

How is the Drive Clean Test Done:

Make sure all the emissions 
equipment is on your vehicle. 
The most common items that 
are missing or have been dis-
abled are the EGR (exhaust gas 
recirculation valve), air pump, 
or heated air intake pipes.

Make sure the engine runs 
smoothly. Misfiring spark-
plugs, vacuum leaks, or rich 
fuel mixtures will cause the 

vehicle test to fail. The engine 
must be operating at the proper 
temperture and the thermostat 
in working order.

Take your vehicle for a run 
on the highway. Driving at 
higher speeds tends to clean 
out sparkplugs, clear carbon 
off oxygen sensors, and burn 
residue out of the catalytic 
converter.

How to help your vehicle pass

       Drive clean now available at Gus Brown 

Warming up
your car

Over 21 Years Experience 
Designing Dream Kitchens.

Kitchens For All Budgets.
Silestone & Granite

Countertops
Drop In For Your 

Free Design Appointment
48 Water St., Port Perry

905-985-3767
www.green-apple.ca
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 Snuggled between commercial buildings along the south side of Queen St. are two 
attractive yellow brick houses, which seem oddly out of place in the downtown core. One 
of these former homes, today houses the law offices of George L. Smith, while the other is 
rented out for commercial uses. It’s the two-storey yellow home at 226 Queen St., that is 
the subject of this month’s “This Old House” feature.

 As early as 1847, John W. Davis was engaged in the manufacture of furni-
ture, under the name of  J.W. Davis Cabinet Factory, on this choice double lot in 
the business centre of downtown Port Perry. He built a large two-storey frame 
factory on his property, located at the corner of Queen and Perry Streets, which 
burned to the ground in 1867. Following the fire, he rebuilt and continued busi-
ness at the same site until July 1884 when the store was again destroyed by fire.
 This time, the entire downtown commercial core was ravaged by the fire, de-
stroying almost every place of business. Mr. Davis sustained more than $25,000 
in losses from the fire, a huge amount of money in those days, but he persevered 
and by the end of November the same year, he had rebuilt a two-storey brick 
building and returned to business once again. This is the building used today by 
Wagg’s Funeral home.
 In May 1888, the elder Davis sold the western piece of his property to his 
son, Albert J. Davis. Albert was 30 years old when he took out a $1,000 mortgage 
a few months later to build this substantial yellow brick home which still stands 
near the corner of Queen and Perry Streets today.
 Albert J. Davis was born in Port Perry in 1858, and was educated at both 

 J. W. Davis Furniture and Cabinet Factory 
1884 was built on the lot adjacent to the house. 
This is now the location of Wagg Funeral home.

The Albert J. Davis residence at 226 Queen St. is now home to the George Smith Law Office

Albert J. Davis Residence
226 Queen Street, Port Perry

Plan H-50020,  Lot 58
Albert J.

Davis

This Old
   House
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public and high school in the village. As a young man he 
gained experience working for local drug stores and in 1890 
he graduated from the Ontario College of Pharmacy. Upon 
graduation he immediately returned to Port Perry and pur-
chased the drug store business of Mr. C. C. McGlashan.
 His store was located in the Blong Block until 1901 when 
Mr. Davis moved to new premises on the north-east corner 
of Queen and Perry Streets. This large store enabled Davis 
to make room for the telegraph instruments and equipment 
for the Great Western Telegraph Co., for which he was agent 
for 28 years. He also served as ticket agent for the C.P.R.  In 
April 1930, Mr. Davis retired after almost 50 years of serving 
the community, including two years on the town council. He 
sold his business in 1930 to Andy M. Lawrence of Oshawa.
 Mr. Davis and his wife Annie lived in their familiar 
Queen St. home until he passed away in 1932, but the home 
remained in the family until December 1973 when executors 
of Grace Lillian Davis sold the property to George Edwards. 
Less than a year later, Mr. Edwards re-sold the property, this 
time to David R. Roughley, who owned it until January 1977 
when the house was sold to Shirley L. 
Smith under power of sale.
 Mrs. Smith sold the property ten 
years later to George Leslie Smith, 
who converted the home into a 
law office. Mr. Smith continues 
to operate his law office from the 
former Davis home.  
 This house and Dr. David 
Archer’s house directly to the 
west were built at the same period 
and are constructed with floor plans 
in almost mirrored images. They 
are both built of the same yellow brick 
and are typical of many homes built in the 
late 1800’s with solid front verandahs. But the 
houses differ from the norm in that the yellow 
brick above the upper main bedroom window is intricately 
detailed. The Davis house  has the more elaborate arch 
topped windows whereas the Archer house windows are flat 
topped. 
 We’ll take a look at the Archer home next month.

By J. Peter Hvidsten and Paul Arculus
From the book Historic Homes & Estates

George L.
    Smith

Interior of A.J. Davis Drug Store, at the corner of Queen and Perry 
Street about 1925, with Mr. Davis standing beside the counter.

34 Water St., Port Perry

905.985.9898
Toll Free: 1.866.447.4434
Fax: 905.985.2574
www.PortPerryResidential.ca

FRANK Real Estate
Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

Helping you 
is what we do.

Kim Blakley-Weatherhead
Sales Representative

Shannon Fowler
Sales Representative

John Phillips
Broker

Matt Phillips
Sales Representative

Theresa Phillips
Sales Representative

Ken Solie
Sales Representative

Debbi Guislain
Team Manager

The Royal LePage 
Frank Real Estate 
team has added 

Port Perry to their 
offi ces that serve the 

Durham and 
Kawartha Regions.

WE ARE PROUD 
AND HAPPY TO BE 
BACK IN THE PORT 
PERRY COMMUNITY

Ron Weatherhead
Broker



Don’t let tax time 
tax your mind 

and pocket. 

Instead, trust
these area experts 
to file your taxes 

this year!  

Call now!

TAX TIP
Make an appointment today with your tax 
preparer to ensure you have all the necessary 
tax slips for more info on what tax credits 
you are entitled to so you don’t miss out 
book an appointment today -- get it right 
the first time and save the stress on missed 
credits! Missing credits is a big thing and a 
lot of people don’t realize what they could 
have claimed.
Anita Van Zeeland
1st Financial Centre
905-985-1926
www.1stfinancialcentre.ca

  
905-985-0195 

11490 Simcoe St., Port Perry • Fx: 905-985-3007
nwestaccounting@wchighspeed.com

Computerized 
Accounting  Service Nellie

Tax Hours: Mon.- Fri. 8am-6pm & Sat. 9am-2pm or by appointment

Are You Aware?
New tax credits, pension splitting, new deductions, 
new formulas… these are the changes with which 
the staff at Nellie Westerman Accounting Services 
are acquainted having attended seminars dealing 

deductions for 

Joanne Rhonda

•   personal tax returns - e-file service
• RRSP tax planning
• small business accounting
• computerized payroll

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES

Are your tax returns 
filed up to date?
Have you done 

your RRSP tax planning?

If not, please call:

Do you have a tax preparer?

• Small Business Bookkeeping

• E-File

Monday to Friday
8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Extended Evening & Saturday 
Hours during Tax Time 
by Appointment Only

4 River Street
Seagrave
905-985-8962

New
Clients

Welcome

SINCE 1975

204 Casimir St., Port Perry
Ph: 905-985-4028
Fx: 905-985-4598
1-800-399-8523

www.callerygroup.com

GENEROSITY IS REWARDING
You may be able to reduce your income tax by 
donating to registered charities. You can claim 
donations made this year, or carry forward 

Married or common-law couples can pool their 
donations and claim them on one return.

AGE AMOUNT HAS INCREASED
If you were 65 or older on December 31, 2007,
and your net income was less than $65,449, 
you can claim the age amount. You may also 
be able to transfer unused portions of the age 
amount to your spouse or common-law partner.
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CLAIMING CHILD CARE EXPENSES
You may be able to claim child care expenses on your income tax return 
if your child is cared for at home or in nursery school, daycare, day 
camps, boarding schools, and day sports schools. You can claim these 
expenses if you or your spouse or common-law partner incurred the 
expenses in order to work, carry on a business, or attend school.

• Payroll     • Budgeting      
• Tax Planning         

• Corporate Tax     • Personal Taxes     
• Small Business Tax

SERVICES OFFERED:

Anita Van Zeeland FTA

36 Water Street, Port Perry
www.1stfinancialcentre.ca
905-985-1926

Instant Tax Refund

905-985-5700
14500 Simcoe Street, Unit 12, Port Perry  

Photocopying
and Faxing Services

Available

“TM owned by JTH Tax, Inc., used under license”
99-334

Our tax specialists work with you to comply with the rules, minimize your 
taxes, and provide fl exible solutions for your growing business needs. 
Experience. The Difference.

Suite 1, 1 Brock St. E.
Uxbridge, Ontario L9P 1P6
www.bdo.ca
905-852-9714 Assurance | Accounting | Taxation | Advisory Services

Experience.  The Difference.

Assurance   Accounting   Taxation   Advisory Services

FILING ELECTRONICALLY?  KEEP YOUR RECEIPTS!
You can use NETFILE to send your return over the Internet to the 
Canada Revenue Agency, or ask your tax preparer to use EFILE. 
Filing your return electronically means that you don’t have to mail your 
return. You also get your refund quicker, in as little as eight business 
days! Keep your receipts to support your claims. You may be asked for 
them at a later date.



30  FOCUS - FEBRUARY 2009   

 Area residents will soon have a unique opportunity 
to listen to some great music, witness the smiling faces of 
talented young singers and support a fabulous cause, all in 
one night.
 Mark your calendars for March 7th as this is the date 
that local soprano, Mallory McGrath and Uxbridge bass, 
David Geene will host Kids for Kids, a fundraising concert in 
benefit for the “SickKids Foundation.” 
 The concert will include group performances by the Ux-
bridge Youth Theatre, Uxbridge Youth Choir and the Choral 
DeLites Musical Theatre Company. 

 Whitby’s Melissa Blackburn 
will bring dance to the stage, 
while Mallory and David fill in 
the gaps with some timeless 
ballads and Broadway hits! 
 Mallory is a well-known 
performer with Cadenza 
Productions, having most 
recently been seen in the 
role of Marian in “The Music 
Man”.  David has recently 
performed the role of Lenny 
in Uxbridge Players’ “Of Mice 
and Men” and is currently the 
musical director for their upcom-
ing performances of “Camelot”.   
 The SickKids Foundation was es-
tablished in 1972. Their mission is to inspire our 
communities to invest in medical and scientific 
advances to improve the lives of children and their families 
in Canada and around the world.
 The concert will be held at the Port Perry United Church 
at 8 p.m. Tickets are available at Meta4 905-985-1534.
 The community is invited to come out and support the 
town’s talented children as they raise their voices up to help 
kids just like them!

Talented youth sing for ‘Sick Kids’

Mallory
McGrath

The Perfect Countertop 
for a Busy Lifestyle

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

By J.M. Barrie

February
19, 20, 21
26, 27, 28 @ 8 pm

February 21, 28 @ 2 pm

Town Hall 1873
Port Perry

Produced by 
Vivian Lee-Oxenham
Carey Nicholson

Directed by Carey Nicholson

200 Queen Street
Port Perry

905 985-2435/ toll free 1 888 985-2435

Proceeds from this production will go to Port Perry Hospital Foundation 
and the Great Ormond St. Hospital in London, England

www.borelians.org

Borelians Community Theatre Presents

CONTEMPORARY CRAFT

META
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D - In Scugog there is 
a snow bylaw that stipulates that eve-
ryone is responsible for clearing snow 
in front of their property. The bylaw 
reads (in part) “that every owner and 
occupant of any building or vacant 
land within the boundaries of the mu-
nicipality shall clear away and remove 
any snow or ice from such sidewalks on 
the highway in front of, along side or at 
the rear of such building or vacant land 
within twenty-four (24) hours after the 
accumulation of such snow or ice.”
 In short this means if you don’t clear 
your sidewalks within 24 hours, the town-
ship can come along and do it for you and 
add the expense to your tax bill.

Did You Know?

D - The Port Perry 
Snowmobile Club was founded in 
1970. Once grooming starts and the 
trails open; the clubhouse on Russell 
Road, south of Port Perry, is normally 
open to the public during the week-
ends. The large heated clubhouse 
has washrooms, meeting facilities 
and a snack bar. The PPSC main-
tains about 190 km. of trails using two 
grooming machines and members 
spend about 800 hours per year main-
taining the system of trails. 
 Any snowmobile operating on our 
trails MUST properly display a valid 
OFSC Trail Permit. Full Season Permits 
are $230. (after Dec. 1st, 2008)

D - Scugog Township 
has a bylaw regulating the operation of 
motorized snow vehicles. Some of the 
provisions are as follows: No motorized 
snow vehicles are allowed on Queen St., 
Simcoe St., Kellett St., or Bigelow St., 
from Kellett St., northerly to Regional 
Road 8. Also no person shall ride along 
any sidewalk, except where crossing 
at a ninety degree angle... and no op-
eration of vehicles in public park areas, 
highways within the town, or within a 
hamlet between 1 a.m. and 7 a.m.
 These are condensed descriptions only. 
Snow vehicle operators should check the 
township’s entire bylaw for full details on 
how to avoid being charged with an offense.

With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1817.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

131 North Port Rd., 
Port Perry

905.985.8707

Meta4 
Contemporary Craft Gallery
200 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-1534
info@meta4gallery.ca      www.meta4gallery.ca

WHY WAIT FOR MARCH? JOIN OUR AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM 

Become an artist for a day or a lifetime

Marvelous

March Break
Art Camp

Fun & fabulous art experiences       
      taught by professional artists. Painting,          
          sculpture, clay, mixed media & more.  
                 Mornings, March 16-20.
                     Sign up for the full week     
                 and save.  Single days also
              available. Age 6 and up.

Adult Art Classes
New session starts 

this month. Painting, 
jewellery, clay & more.

Visit our website 
for full details.

•  H O M E
•  A U T O 
•  B U S I N E S S 
•  L I F E
•  T R A V E L
•  H E A L T H

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons, Owner/Broker
1564 King Street E. (Hwy. #2)
Courtice
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

905-436-9090

™

• HOME
• AUTO
• BUSINESS
• LIFE
• TRAVEL
• HEALTH
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Missed in Saigon
     It was noon when I arrived in Saigon 
last month and the sun was bright and hot. 
I had a bit of spare time so I decided to go 

cab ride from my hotel placed me in the 

circles I have ever seen.

are used. It is important to note that Saigon has eight million 

surcharge of 200 percent so most people cannot afford them. 

safer. Unfortunately it does not seem to work.
-

pear to be more for decoration than anything else. People will 

the intention of a driver is at any given moment.
-

peared to be mass confusion. Thousands of motorcycles 

 The time for me to cross the roads had come and I was 

opening. There was none. Twenty minutes passed and I was 
still standing in the same spot.

me to simply start walking and always keep my eyes focused 

around me. I simply stared in disbelief and shook my head. 

was a sea of endless motorcycles about 10-12 across.  I kept 

island in the centre of the circle.

I had to make another crossing to reach the market. Quite 

had obviously never done this before.

when coupled with the number of people on each motorcycle. 

The place in your mind. We’ll get you there.

MC

158 Casimir Street, Port Perry
virginia.frewclarke@marlintravel.ca

TICO #4577532

Getting away this March Break?
If you are leaving the province, DON’T FORGET your 
MEDICAL INSURANCE. And if you can’t make it into 
the offi ce, we can process the application over the phone.

905-985-2268
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with only one or two people were often laden with giant pack-

and toddlers poke their heads forward. Dad grasps the han-

toward the back. Between the parents are up to two additional 

accustomed to the chaos around them. On rainy days the 
-

sengers behind him or her.

I had one more set of lanes to tackle. I set out and found that 
the Vietnamese system for crossing roads actually worked. I 

destination. 
 I was about to enter the market when I heard a crash di-
rectly behind me. Two motorcycles had collided and one man 

-
ued on their way. The second driver had stopped and walked 

words and the second man returned to his motorcycle and 

his trek. I shook my head in awe.
 I spent several weeks in Vietnam and slowly grew ac-

four way stop. 

Continued from page 30

A ScenertsScugog
PICTURE THIS…

-
phers’ Association is presenting its 

-
graphs will be on display highlight-
ing images from around the world 
as seen through the eyes of some 

until February 28. For more informa-
tion visit www.ndpa.ca

THE KENT FARNDALE  
GALLERY

 The country way of life inspired 

rural living with her passion for art.  

-

scenes of rural Ontario and its do-
mestic farm animals.  Through her 

horses were an integral part of farm 
life.
 “I have always been fascinated 

strength of these incredible crea-
tures. I admire the amount of skill 
and patience needed by both the 
teamsters and their teams. 
 I truly believe working the land 

the admiration I have for those who 
choose to follow this way of life 

her family’s farm near Sunderland 
where she and her family raise 

paintings were born and raised on 
her farm.
 Additional information about 

of her work can be found on her 
website at www.lyndacunningham.

the show runs until February 27.

FARM • RESIDENTIAL • AUTOMOBILE
COMMERCIAL • WATERCRAFT

Available Discounts Include: Multi-vehicle/Multi-policy/
New Home/Mature Driver (50+)/Retiree/Short Commute

Convenient monthly payment plans available.

For personal service and competitive rates, contact us at

Toll Free: 1-800-461-1468

Brown & Brethour
Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Proudly
representing
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Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

This is the original version of the classic tale of the 

production pre-dates both the pantomime and musi-

 Dinner and overnight packages 
are available.

 Dates: at 8:00 p.m. 
      February 21 and 28 at 2:00 p.m.
 Location:
 Tickets:

months away. The show features a variety 

this great show.
 Date:
 Location: 

 Information:

        shlove@sympatico.ca

   SPRING 
GARDEN SHOW

holding their very popular “Famous 

and the event promises to be 
lots of fun for everyone. 

 

February 28rd with entertain-
ment being provided by The 

 

wine tasting. Doors open at 7 p.m. for this fun event.  

 Date:
 Doors Open:  7:00 p.m.
 Location: 

 Tickets:

-
The play is set 

Alissa Smith directs the music and leads 

full story page 2 of this issue of Focus.
 Dates:
 Location: 
 Tickets:

They’re Playing Our Song



905-985-8451

238 Queen St., 
Downtown Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE
Meet Our Office Staff

Front:  Mini, Diane, Stephanie, Paige, Judy;   
Back:  Sandra, Terry, Selena, Cheryl, Barbara, Carly

   
Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr. C. Banfield

Dr.  J. Hardy 
Dr.  J. Isenberg 

Dr.  Edward King 
Orthodontist
Dr.  Thomas McIntyre 
Periodontist

Dr.  G. Gales

For one low monthly rate you get:
• 140 + Channels including On Demand
• Lite High-Speed Internet
• Home Phone Service with Voicemail,  
   Call Display & Call Waiting
• No Hidden Fees
• No Contracts

905.985.8171 • www.compton.net

WATCH, TALK & SURF
TV, PHONE, INTERNET 

PACKAGE
$9479

per month
+ Applicable 
taxes

$9804
per month

+ Applicable
taxes



Your Connection to the World

TICO #50013941

McDonald’s Plaza
14500 Simcoe Street 
Unit 6
Port Perry

Locally Owned and Operated
Hours: 10-6 Monday-Friday, 10-2 Saturday

905.985.5005
1.866.600.3312

TravelTTravelravelTravelTTravelTTravelTravel
All Abo ut • Sunny South Destinations

• European Vacations  • Cruises

Featuring in-home Consultations 

Prewash By Hand
Exterior Wash
White Wall Wash
Undercarriage Wash 
®With Rust Inhibitor
Crystal Polymer Glaze® (Wax)
Touchless Dryer

Prewash By Hand
Exterior Wash
Touchless Dryer

Polyshell
Polyshell

TripleTriple

ShineShine

GOLD

BRONZE

Prewash By Hand
Exterior Wash
Undercarriage Wash
®With Rust Inhibitor
Crystal Polymer Glaze® (Wax)
Touchless Dryer

SILVER

70 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry 905-985-6133

Full Service Soft Cloth Wash
located behind Self-Serve
Automatic Car Wash
Open 7am to 7pm
Self-Serve Bays 24 Hours
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VANEDWARD DRIVE

Automatic Car Wash
at the

Rear of the Building

INCL GST

$12.00

INCL GST

$10.00

INCL GST

$11.00

$8.00

$9.00

$7.00

White Wall Wash

®

Touchless Dryer

Where can you wash your car for 2 dollars?
                       In our coin bays – Open 24/7!
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Your Family Treasures Deserve
the Finest Frames in the World

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry YOUR NEIGHBOU
R
S

O
W

NE
D & OPERATED BY

Open from 7:00am to 10:00pm

• Do not skip meals. Skipping meals may cause your 
metabolism to slow down and you will tend to snack 
more later in the day. 

• Select high-fi ber foods. They may help keep you 
regular and lower your risk for chron ic diseases, such 
as coronary heart disease and type 2 diabetes. 

• Choose leaner meats to lower the amount of fat and 
calories you take in. As you age, your body needs 
fewer calories, especially if you are not very active.

• Have three servings of vitamin D-fortifi ed dairy
every day to help keep your 
bones strong as you age. 

• Choose foods fortifi ed with vitamin B12.  Many 
adults over the age of 50 have diffi culty absorbing 
adequate amounts of this vitamin. Therefore, they 
should get this nutrient through fortifi ed foods, such 
as breakfast cereals, or from a dietary supplement.  

• Choose nutrient-rich snacks like dried apricots, 
whole-wheat crackers, peanut butter, low-fat cheese, 
and low-sodium soup. Limit how often you have high-
fat and high-sugar snacks.

• Drink plenty of water or water-based fl uids. You may 
notice that you feel less thirsty as you get older, but 
your body still needs water to stay healthy. 

To help you stay 
on track with your 

healthy eating plan, 
follow these tips:

HEALTHY EATING Tips for Seniors



 “Another battle is brewing. All the services (Port Perry Hospital) are potentially 

Port Perry and the services and programs we have here.”
DR. WILLIAM COHOON

Comments last month regarding the announcement of a Clinical Services Plan about 
 to be released from the Central East Local Health Integration Network (LHIN).

Quote
of the month

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and letter writers 
are not necessarily those of Focus On Scugog. Letters must be signed and the tele-
phone number (which will not be published) included. Requests that a name be withheld 
will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason to do so. Errors will be corrected 
if brought to the editor’s attention. We reserve the right to edit or refuse publication of 
any material submitted. 

ADVERTISING POLICY: The publisher is not liable for slight changes or typographical 
errors that do not lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher is not liable for 
other errors or omissions in connection with any advertisement in any subsequent issue 
or the refund of any monies paid for the advertisement. All claims of error in publication 
must be made within one week of each month’s publication, and if not made, will not be 
considered. No claim will be allowed for more than one insertion.
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Sam’s brother Ray died in a tragic accident
Hi Peter 
 After reading your very interesting article about  
Remembering Sam McLaughlin in the January issue of Focus 
on Scugog, it got me to thinking.
 I’m sure many people did not know that Samuel had a 
brother named Ray who was a good friend of my father. I 
remember a day, in approximately 1940, when the sad news 
came to my family that Sam’s brother had been accidentally 
killed.
 Apparently Ray was out in the field blasting out tree 
stumps to clear the land for spring planting when he was 
killed by an explosion.
 Ray’s farm was on the east side of Simcoe St. where all 
the new homes have been built in the past couple of years.
 Just thought you might enjoy this small memory about 
the McLaughlin family from my past. 
  Marion Lee

Port Perry

Healing PointsHealing PointsHealing Points
Acupuncture
Susanne Schmid

A!"#"$!%"&'(%

Relieves: ~ stress
 ~  head, neck and 

back pain
~ arthritis

 ~ carpal tunnel
 ~ vertigo

…  and many more
Call Susanne 905 244 4336
1894 Scugog St., (Food Basics Plaza) 
Port Perry
Tuesdays, ! ursdays and Fridays 
8am - 8pm by appointment only

Complimentary 
Consultation

TREAT THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM
                  !  NOT JUST THE SYMPTOM

Dear Peter and staff,
 Thank you for showing the world what a great place 
Scugog Township is. The quality of your photography  - 
especially the cover pictures - is excellent. The subjects are 
clear (in focus) and the colour is fantastic.
 Also thanks for focusing on our history with your 
articles on the grand houses built by the founders of Scugog 
Township. I especially like the articles about homes that 
remain lived in, having been restored or maintained.
 My biggest thanks goes to you for your support of the 
volunteer groups who try to make a difference in the quality 
of life in this community. On behalf of the Heart & Stroke 
team, thank you for your articles about survivors and your 
ad page which generated a donation to our ‘Person to Per-
son’ campaign in Scugog Township.

Judy Anderson
Port Perry

Enjoys local stories and coverage of history

Your Connection to the World

TICO #50013941

TravelTTravelravelTravelTTravelTTravelTravel
All Abo ut • Sunny South Destinations

• European Vacations  • Cruises

Featuring in-home Consultations 

McDonald’s Plaza
14500 Simcoe St., Unit 6
Port Perry

Locally Owned and Operated
Hours: 10-6 Monday-Friday, 10-2 Saturday

905.985.5005
1.866.600.3312

March 26 – April 4, 2009
Thursday, Friday, Saturday Evenings @ 8.00 pm

Matinee: Saturday, March 28 @ 2:00 pm
Performances at 

TOWN HALL 1873 Centre for the Performing Arts
302 Queen Street, Port Perry
www.scugogchoralsociety.ca

Tickets:
$20 Adults
$15 Seniors (65+)
$15 Students (18 & under)

Book by Neil Simon 
Music by Marvin Hamlisch

Lyrics by Carole Bayer Sager 

SCUGOG CHORAL SOCIETY           
presents…

Tickets available at Meta4
200 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2435
1-888-985-2435   

Port Perry Retail Space

FOR RENT
237 QUEEN STREET - PORT PERRY

Approx. 1,800 sq. ft. • full dry basement • air 
conditioned • parking & loading doors at rear

Available September 1, 2009
For more information please call

905-985-8585 (days)  905-985-3089 (night)

• •

• •



Outback
 Working for a living provides the necessities of life; passion  

nourishes the soul.  It’s passion – the kind with the power to lift  
you temporarily away from day-to-day cares – which drives  

Dr. Paul Puckrin and Port Perry’s “Outback Cloggers.”
 “People just naturally want to move to music.  And because clogging re-
quires focus, it gives me a mental holiday,” says Paul.
 Paul leads the “Outbacks”, a group of over 50 local residents who share 
his love of folk dancing.  Clogging – its name derived from the heavy wooden 
“clog” footware worn by its originators centuries ago – carries a rich history 
from Irish, English, and Scottish cultures. The Europeans imported their tradi-
tional dances as they settled the New World.
 “Clogging adopted elements by ‘stealing’ from the pure European styles,” 

Clogging 
Clogging is a passion that
   Paul Puckrin can’t explain...
            but he sure can feel it!

FOCUS - MARCH 2009  5   
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Paul explained. “In the U.S., it also 
picked up German and Dutch influ-
ences, as well as African and aboriginal 
rhythms.”
 Many modern cloggers use off-the-
shelf Oxfords, attaching metal taps to 
the heel and toe. The original dancers’ 
shoes were made from wood, or had 
wooden or metal soles attached to 
leather uppers. These additions pro-
longed wear-life and kept feet warmer 
and drier than all-leather designs.  In 
contact with hardwood flooring, they 
also produced a distinctive sound, 
perfect for tapping out any rhythm.
 Music might seem like the next 
obvious requirement, though often the 
rhythm simply sprang from within 
the dancer. When music was available, 
dancer and musician contributed, a 
fiddle commonly carrying the melody, 
cloggers providing percussion.
 Dr. Puckrin describes himself, 
laughing as he does, as having grown 
up a “typical man,” a reluctant partici-
pant on the dance floor. His passion for 
clogging began, like many interests do, 
as one of life’s wonderful coincidences.
 “I was at the Mariposa Folk Festi-
val in the early 70’s to enjoy bluegrass 
music. But I heard this amazing sound 
from a distance and investigated. It 
was a group of cloggers and I was 
fascinated.
 “My wife, Karen, had suggested 
ballroom lessons. But about the same 
time, we saw a clogging demonstration 
by a local group at the Port Perry Fair. 
It became our compromise.”
 From the start, Paul was hooked. 
When the original instructor moved 
away, he proposed a new facility for 
the dancers. A sizeable storage build-
ing on his property, once renovated, 
offered a perfect spot. He earned his 
Instructor’s Certificate, and the group 

found new life. Soon they were ready 
to make public appearances, but lacked 
a name.
 “One of our dancers came up with 
that,” he remembers with a chuckle. 
“She said that our practice facility was 
‘out-back’ of my house, and the name 
stuck.”
 The Outback Cloggers put on as 
many as fifteen demonstrations a year 
at local fairs and fundraisers. Dr. Puck-
rin describes the appearances as “our 
way of giving back to the community.”
 In preparation, the group meets 
twice weekly. Its makeup crosses 
generational and gender barriers: 
kids to seniors, women and men. As 
instructor, Dr. Puckrin wears a wire-
less microphone, and communicates 
the sequence of steps much like a 
square dance caller. He breaks down 
the routine into manageable chunks 
– “drag, fly, drag-step” Puckrin repeats 
while demonstrating one series – while 
the students study his movements 
intently. Without music, the cloggers 
walk through their new routine several 
times.  
 The addition of a lively country 
tune demands a far speedier pace, and 
following a couple of run-throughs, 
many take a moment to catch their 
breath. Others individually repeat the 
movements in an effort to “educate” 
their muscles. But whatever their 
choice, the respite is brief; the pace of 
practice leaves little downtime.  
 There are smiles around the room 
despite the exertion.
 “You certainly have to concentrate, 
but unlike a lot of other forms of folk 
dancing, clogging doesn’t survive on 
competition. It’s just fun, and that’s 
what you see as you look around the 
room.  It’s also very social.”
 Some participants trace their inter-
est from that social aspect, as well as 

tradition. Guy Latreille, 58, recalls 
growing up in rural eastern Ontario 
where part of the area’s cultural fabric 
was woven with dance.
 “Before everyone had a television, 
the whole community would gather at 
the lodge on Saturday nights to watch 
hockey.  Once the game was over, we’d 
dance. I learned to love it, and never 
lost that passion.”
 At 10, Brooklyn Brauer already 
counts four years’ experience under 
her youthful belt. Musical style makes 
little difference to her; she just wants to 
move to the beat.”
 “It’s really fun because I love 
to dance,” she said. “And you get a 
chance to meet new people.”
 Brooklyn and mom Cathy are one 
of a number of mother-daughter com-
binations among the Outbackers. Cathy 
emphasized the shared activity as well 
as its adaptability to her busy schedule.
 “It’s great exercise and I love that 
we can do it together. I like the flex-
ibility of our practices, too. We can drop 
my son at the arena, and dance for an 
hour or all morning.”
 A mixture of musical styles – coun-
try, bluegrass, pop – fill the practice hall 
so everyone’s musical taste is satisfied.  
Any uptempo tune can be adapted, and 
Dr. Puckrin confides he finds himself 
occasionally listening to an unfamiliar 
song, planning in his imagination how 
various clogging steps might compli-
ment its beat. His passions for music 
and for clogging never venture far from 
his mind.
 “There’s something primal about 
the attraction to rhythm.  I feel it, but 
I’m not sure I can explain it.”
 It’s his passion.  No explanation 
required.

 Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

Over 21 Years Experience 
Designing Dream Kitchens.

Kitchens For All Budgets.
Silestone & Granite

Countertops
Drop In For Your 

Free Design Appointment
48 Water St., Port Perry

905-985-3767
www.green-apple.ca

Continued from page 3



Changing

 here’s not a great deal to report this month for 
Changing Faces, but with winter thankfully enter-

ing it’s final few weeks, there have been a few new 
movements in the commercial sector.
 North west of the downtown, at the Old Simcoe Centre 
plaza, corner of Old Simcoe Rd. and Reach Rd.,  another unit 
is being fitted out. A sign on one door indicates North Port 
Dental Centre, operated by Dr. Karim Nanji, of Uxbridge, will 
soon open a practice at this new site.
 Back on to the middle of town, just west of the Simcoe St. 
stop lights at 354 Queen St. a new chartered accountant busi-
ness has opened in a historic Port Perry home. Janet McGhee 
will be providing her accounting services from the large 
white home on the south side of the street.
 And finally, for this shortened version of Changing Faces, 
we’ve learned Scugog Island Cruises are moving into their 
new location at 168 Water Street, beside Ives’ Florist, from the 
former 16100 Old Simcoe St. location. The new office will be 
open begining March 23... welcome to downtown. 
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With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1817.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

Going 
       South?

You’ll need
 a new suit!

168-178 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2521 • www.brocks.ca

~ SERVING SCUGOG SINCE 1997 ~

ALL WINES 
ON SALELisandras

Winemaking at its BEST
38 Water Street, Port Perry

905-985-1197
$10.00 OFF

SPRING
FEVER

Sale ends March 31, 2009            
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Axion-MacDonald
Insurance Services
a division of Axion Insurance Services Inc. 

John Bucholski B.A., CIP
Over 30 years of experience

158 Casimir St. Suite 204, Port Perry
905-985-1123 axion@powergate.ca

Competitive Prices  
Personal Service  

Superior Protection
Mature Driver Discounts

Auto ~ Business ~ Home

B.A., CIPJohn BucholskiJohn Bucholski
Over

Mature Driver Discounts

 It’s not everyday that you get to meet the Prime Minis-
ter of Canada, so it was a special day for this group of S.A 
Cawker students last month when they literally ‘bumped’ 
into Prime Minister Stephen Harper while in Ottawa. 
 The boys were in the capital city playing in the Glashan 
Invitational Volleyball Tournament, when the prime minister 

Prime Minister visits with S.A. Cawker kids
slipped into the gym to watch his son play.
 According to Lorraine McNulty, after the Cawker boys 
finished playing their game, they headed for the stage to 
watch the next game and lined up – completely oblivious 
to the fact that Canada’s prime minister was sitting two feet 
away, just behind them.
 Prime Minister Harper sat on the stage amongst the boys 
for team photos and individual photos for any boys and 
some moms that missed them. And when asked, he signed 
the arm cast of team member Mike Spohn.
 A number of the boys spoke to him and shook his hand 
and he also took the time to speak with staff members. “Re-
gardless of whether you agree with his politics, he was amaz-
ingly accommodating for someone in his position,” Lorraine 
commented.
 “Our boys represented S. A. Cawker and Port Perry very 
well. To top it off, both teams placed in the top four among 
teams from Ontario.”
 Thanks to the teaching/coaching staff of Phil Ovsenik, 
Joe Wrigley and Adam Pelton and others who accompanied 
the team, the boys were heard to say it was one of the best 
experiences of their young lives.
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   Residents across Ontario, includ-
ing Scugog Township, will 

be turning their clocks 
ahead this weekend.
      Daylight Saving 
Time gets underway 
at 2:00 a.m. this 
Sunday (March 8) 

and will end when 
we turn the hands back 

on November 1, the first 
Sunday of the month.
     This new schedule was introduced 
two years ago to try to save energy, 
since people aren’t expected to need 
their lights on as early in the evening. 
 In addition to clocks, you’ll have 
to change watches, microwaves, car, 
DVDs and other electronic gadgets 
and clocks.
 So don’t forget, before you head 
for bed on Saturday night - turn all 
your timing devices ahead one hour.
 Just a reminder.

Spring is time to  
‘spring’ ahead The hundreds of fish huts that dotted Lake Scugog over the past two 

months have now been removed and although fishing season is not over, the 
final day for ice huts was February 28. 
 On the cover of this issue of Focus on Scugog you will see  Chris Carr, 
owner/operator of Scugog Ice Adventures with his bright yellow Bombadier. 
This is the first season that Chris has worked this side of Lake Scugog, having 
worked the Caesarea arm of the lake for the past two years.
  “It’s been a very busy season,” Chris says and suggests the fishing has 
also been good this winter.
 His customers agree, and when Focus on Scugog caught up with the group, 
featured on this month’s front cover, they had just returned from a 24 hour 
overnight ice fishing adventure on February’s ‘Family Day’.
 Troy Irvine, his son Wyatt (left) and friend Ryan Blundell were kept busy 

most of the night landing doz-
ens of fish and bringing back 12 
crappy and two nice pickerel.
     Chris says he’s only oper-
ating four huts this year, but 
they are like small bungalows 
and contain all the amenities 
- that means bunk beds, toilet, 
furnace, stove and even a televi-
sion and DVD player.

 But it’s the fishing and camaraderie that’s the best part and both boys, 
Wyatt and Ryan, agreed it was a great outing and experience.
 Scugog Ice Adventures provides heated transportation to the site, sets up 
the hut, drill the holes and supplies lines and bait.
 All you have to do is... “have fun.”

Ice fishing on Lake Scugog

Over 25 years experience and researc
h
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SUMMER LESSONS
4 2-week sessions available

7:30 am  to  8:30 pm
Ages 2 1/2 yrs. and up

All classes private or semi-private
16625 Old Simcoe Road,  Port Perry
~~ 905-985-1709 ~~

It’s worth investing in a 
luxury countertop for it’s 
elegance, durability, and 
added home value.

Luxury Countertops
within a 1/2 hour drive

Also Available:
12 x 12 Floor Tiles

3 x 6  Subway 
Wall Tiles

Cabinet Knobs
Fireplace Face Kits 

& Hearths

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville ON
905-640-6213   •   1-866-421-4425

www.soapstoneontario.com

The Perfect Countertop 
for a Busy Lifestyle

  Don’t settle for ordinary.

Visit our Showroom Mon - Thurs 8-5, Fri 8-4:30

granite, marble, slate, hanstone, silestone, caesarstone, & zodiac countertops
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Disc
Repair Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Pre-order your 
Video Games

100’s of New and 
Previously Viewed 

Movies for Sale

68 Water St.,
Port Perry

905-985-8807

®

CARDS
®

Activities include crafts, sports, 
games and skating each day. 

Special Activities:
Tuesday- Predator Productions

Wednesday- Zoo-To-You
Thursday- Soar Birds of Prey

Ages 5-12 years 
$30/day or $99/week

For more information, 
or to register, 
contact Tracy at:

905-985-8698
or

birdseye@scugog.ca

MARCH BREAK CAMP
March 16-20 – Scugog Arena

Townshi
p of Scugog

Boredom doesn’t stand a chance!

OK, Let’s Go!

March 16-20, 2009
Art you want to hang on the wall, 

not the fridge.
Meta4 Gallery offers unique, original and exceptional art 

instruction for unique, original and exceptional kids, 
just like yours! Take your child’s imagination on a 

trip to creativity this March Break with fun and fabulous 
classes taught by professional artists. 

Make a mess in our studio, not in your home!

Become an artist for a day or a lifetime
Even just one workshop can develop your creativity and reduce your stress! 
Painting, drawing, jewellery, pottery, mosaics, stone carving, fabric printing 
and more - pick a course or workshop that captures your imagination.

Because you’re worth it; because you want to; because it feeds your 
artistic soul. Because you can. Because you can afford it.

New classes start March 23!
Full details on our website. Register in person or by phone.

Half-day programs in Port Perry     
      or Brooklin. Jewellery, clay, 

         mixed media, watercolour 
        and printmaking.

   Mornings: Ages 6 & up  
Afternoons: 10 & older          

                 

Marvelous March Break Art Camp

Meta4 
Contemporary Craft Gallery
200 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-1534

info@meta4gallery.ca 
www.meta4gallery.ca
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 A dedication to teaching and writing about 
the fascinating history of Port Perry and Scugog 
Township has landed Scugog’s ‘historian extrodi-
naire’ one of Ontario’s top heritage honours. 
    At a special ceremony held on Friday, Febru-
ary 20 at Queen’s Park in Toronto, the former 
Port Perry High School teacher and longtime 
local historian was presented with the Lieutenant 
Governor’s Ontario Heritage Award for Lifetime 
Achievement. 
    “It was a tremendous honour and a wonder-
ful experience,” Paul said following the presenta-
tion in the Ontario Parliament buildings.

 Lieutenant Governor David Onley is seen here with 
Ontario Heritage Lifetime Achievement award winner Paul 

Queen’s Park, Toronto on February 20.

THINGS WE THOUGHT 
YOU SHOULD KNOW...

   if you didn’t already!
      Scugog Township got a welcome “shot in the 
arm” to the tune of $7 million last month, funds 
which will give them the much needed cash to 
proceed with the long planned revitalization of Port 
Perry’s waterfront.
      The funds come from three sources, the Federal 
and Provincial governments and the Township of 

Scugog, each one contributing $3.5 million for a grand total of $10.5 
million.
 “The week was certainly one of the most productive of my career in 
moving some major projects forward,” exclaimed a very happy Mayor 
Marilyn Pearce after receiving the good news.
 The waterfront project will include an expansion of the Scugog 
Memorial Public Library, the reconstruction of Water Street North, im-
proved stormwater management, the creation of a public square, and 
other improvements.

       In February, Scugog Township made a firm 
offer of $1.1 million to purchase the historic 1873 
grain elevator which sits as a landmark at the 
east end of Queen St., adjacent to the lakefront.
 Often referred to as the ‘old mill’ property, 
the offer was conditional on a tenant waiving 
the “first right of refusal” clause in its lease. 
 Should the township be successful in the 

purchase of the property, it will have secured the last parcel of land 
along Port Perry’s lakefront that was still privately owned. Official 
word on the offer was to have been received on February 23.

     Scugog Township, working along with 
developers of the new Perry St. condomini-
ums have taken a giant step in preserving 
one of the community’s magnificent historic 
homes.
     The two parties have entered into a first-
ever “heritage conservation easement” agree-
ment to protect the home commonly referred 

to as the “Burnham House”, at 53 Perry St. The easement allows the 
township to comment on any changes proposed for the building that 
could alter its historical appeal.
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• Full Service Marina
• Covered & Open Boat Slips 

available. Water and Hydro 
with each slip
• Boat Repair
• Fishing Boat Rentals
• Licenced mechanic on site 

for Boat & Motor Repairs
• Boat Launch
• Snack Bar
• Fishing Equipment

• Boaters Operator licences
• Open & Covered Boat Storage

• Minnows & Worms

495 Carnegie Beach Road
Port Perry

905-985-8200
www.scugogislandmarina.ca

Island
Marina
Island
Marina

Scugog

40 minutes Lindsay 
via the Trent Canal

Your new hosts
Frank & Connie

Come and see our new look
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       It was a snowy afternoon when I first spoke with Lindsey 
Young, in her Seagrave apartment, about the challenges of 
travelling for people with handicaps.
       “Vacations are supposed to be relaxing,” explains 
Lindsey, as she sits in her kitchen re-calling some of her past 

travels. “But, when you’re in a wheelchair and the hotel is not 
accessible, the vacation becomes so stressful. I want to put the 

relaxing back in holidays.” 
     Lindsey has always loved to travel so it wasn’t surprising 

that while attending Port Perry High School, she took part in a co-op 
placement with a local travel agency for two years before enrolling in 

the Travel and Tourism course at Fleming College in Peterborough.
 Virginia Frew, owner of Marlin Travel speaks highly of Lindsey and 
her infectious personality. “Lindsey worked here for almost four years 
and everybody just loved her. She is so sincere and genuine.”
  Having always been an avid traveller and adventurer, Lindsey longs 
for the blissful excitement that visiting an exotic location brings. How-
ever, her dreams are cut short when she thinks about the many disabled 
people who miss out on such exhilarating experiences because they feel 
travelling is too difficult. Born with cerebral palsy in her legs, Lindsey 
understands first-hand just how frustrating it can be to find suitable ac-
commodations. 
 It was a combination of both personal experiences and a desire to 
help others that prompted Lindsey to leave the comfort of  Marlin Trav-
el and create Accessible Travel Adventures - a company which inspects 
international hotels and rates each according to their accessibility. 
 Lindsey says a trip to Toronto a few years back was the igniting force 
behind her decision to start the company. Upon arrival at her “acces-
sible” hotel, Lindsey was overwhelmed with disbelief. “The hotel defi-
nitely wasn’t user-friendly,” she says with a slight smile as she remem-
bers the day. “This experience motivated me to do something about it.” 
 Along with her best friend from college, April Brown, Lindsey 
started Accessible Travel Adventures in May 2008. In their mission 
statement, the girls address their desire to be “the first company to 
create accessibility reference guides written by people with physical dis-

“Making travel fun  
and accessible 
for people with

disabilites”

Quest

   Lindsey Young is seen here in front of a resort in the Dominican 

Florida while checking accessibility.

Lindsey’s
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abilities for people with physical 
disabilities.”
 Her former boss was not sur-
prised at all that Lindsey would 
head out on her own. “We were 
thrilled to be able to work with 
Lindsey for as long as she was 
here, but always expected great 
things from her.”
 “This was an absolutely great 
opportunity for her and I’m look-
ing forward to seeing what she 
can accomplish in the future,” 
Virginia says.
 So now with their eyes set on 
the future, both Lindsey and April 
plan to travel as much as they can 
together, visiting a variety of dif-
ferent vacation destinations and 
publishing guides on the most 
“accessible” hotels in each area. 
So far, they have toured Punta 
Cana in the Dominican Republic 
and they have just returned from a 
business conference in Florida. 
 As for their next venture? Lind-
sey says she would love to get on 
board a cruise ship. “The stand-
ards on the new ships should 
be good,” Lindsey says as she 
explains that the cruise lines tend 
to have better “accessibility” when 
compared to Caribbean resorts. 
 But it’s not all fun and games 
for the two girls; they have a strict 
mission with each new trip. “We 
follow our own instincts when 
we do our hotel inspections,” 
explains Lindsey. “Unfortunately, there 
are no universal or international stand-
ards for accessibility.” 
 Lindsey says she and April rate each 
hotel according to its level of accessibili-
ty. A hotel can be classified as one of the 
following: fully accessible, accessible 
with assistance, accessible with minimal 
walking and not accessible.  

 The girls look at the hotel and its 
surroundings from the perspective 
of someone in a full-time wheelchair. 
They inspect the width of the doors, 
the height of the beds, as well as the 
accessibility of the common areas, such 
as restaurants, lounges and public 
washrooms. In just one week, Lindsey 
and April can inspect up to 24 hotels!
 For Lindsey, launching Accessible 

Travel Adventures was her true 
inner calling. As a little girl, 
she was a dream recipient from 
Sunshine Dreams for Kids and 
she was granted a trip to Ireland. 
Lindsey says she will never forget 
what it felt like to receive such an 
amazing gift and she only hopes 
can similarly help others who 
believe they have to pass up on 
their dreams.
 Accessible Travel Adventures 
is just the beginning in Lindsey’s 
long list of personal goals. Some 
goals she describes as long-term 
pursuits, others she refers to as 
immediate changes she feels she 
can accomplish.  
 “Many don’t realize that when 
you go to book a hotel room, you 
can request an accessible room, 
but the hotel can never guaran-
tee it,” she explains. “I want to 
change this. I want to make acces-
sible rooms a category that hotels 
can’t oversell.”
 As for the distant future, 
Lindsey says she envisions open-
ing her very own fully accessible 
hotel. “But that’s a long way 
down the road,” she assures with 
a quiet laugh. 
 For now, her attention is 
purely focused on publishing her 
guides, opening a window of  

opportunities to those who  
deserve the same travel options as 
anyone else.  

 If you would like to donate to Ac-
cessible Travel Adventures, feel free to 
email her at Lindsey@accessibletravelad-
ventures.com. For more information, visit 
her website (presently under construc-
tion) at www.accessibletraveladventures.
com.

Christina Coughlin
Focus on Scugog

Lindsey Young, of Seagrave, started Accessible Travel 

The place in your mind. We’ll get you there.

MC

158 Casimir Street, Port Perry  
905-985-2268

virginia.frewclarke@marlintravel.ca
TICO #4577532

“ Don’t  just wish you were 
          here – make it happen”



14  FOCUS - MARCH 2009   

Assisting seniors, their families, caregivers and the 
community to access services which will enable 
seniors to maintain an independent life style.

Opening in 2009

       For a “pre-tour” visit our Presentation Centre at:
26 Water Street, Port Perry, Ontario • 905-985-2002 •

       For a “pre-tour” visit our Presentation Centre 

70%
Reserved!

www.portperryvilla.com

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

We’re Your Local Denture Specialist
Port Perry Denture Clinic was established over 12 years ago by 
Denturist Mike Dunn, DD. Mike is trained in all aspects of denture 
construction, from the initial consultation to the finished appliance.
There are several crucial steps in the fabrication of any new denture, 
and as a Denturist, Mike is the only person who will work on your 
specific case from start to finish. A new denture is both a significant 
investment in time and money and PPDC prides itself on providing 
a quality service at a respectable fee.  For a no-charge, no obligation 
consultation please call the office for an appointment.
Port Perry Denture Clinic provides the following services: full and 
partial dentures, implant supported dentures, relines and repairs, 
tooth whitening, sports mouth guards. See our ad on page 15.

Port Perry Denture Clinic
6 High Street (Unit #4), Port Perry        905-985-8028

Are you in need of a break?

 Help maintain a safe environment
 Provide personal care
 Assist with the activities of daily living
 Provide social interaction
Prepare meals

 Assist in client centered homemaking
and much more

Relieve the stress of caregiving... Ask us for help today! 

“I am truly appreciative of what Community 
Care Durham has done for my parents and my 
stress level and uncertainty of what to do were 
reduced immediately after talking with them.” 
– Jo-Anne L.

Are you a Daughter
or Son, Sister or 
Brother, Spouse or 
Friend caring for an 
aging adult with needs 
related to:

Relieve the stress of caregiving... Ask us for help today! 

Relieve the stress of caregiving...  Ask us for help today!
Call Toll Free
1-888-255-6680
ext. 232
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Home Health

Community Care Durham’s Respite (Caregiver Relief) service helps 
to enhance the quality of life for caregivers supporting a loved one at 
home. Community Care Durham (CCD) recognizes that caregivers 
often need a break from the responsibilities of caregiving and also need 
to feel that in their absence their loved one is receiving the quality care 
they require. CCD responds to these needs with two affordable respite 

services, In-Home Respite and Adult Day Programs.  These services 
are provided by competent and trained staff and are available for a 
nominal fee throughout Durham Region.
For more information about this service and CCD’s other community
support services, see www.communitycaredurham.on.ca or call 
905-985-8461. See our ad on page 12.

Community Care Durham Provides Caregivers The Break They Deserve
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Free Referrals
They are all too familiar scenarios... A new 
resident moves into the area. A senior needs a 
helping hand. A family that needs a retrofit for 
an aging parent or family member with special 
needs. That busy couple with no time…
 Now, thanks to a new, free and innovative 
referral service - Silver Connections, finding the 
right service person or business has become a 
little easier and a lot less daunting.  
 We provide a free referral service for community 
residents and businesses.  The local companies 
we refer have gone through a screening process.
In addition, the companies we refer have 
committed to a set of guiding principles that 
ensure callers are treated with respect and 
receive a high level of customer service. 
We provide peace of mind and an assurance 
of quality previously unknown, to those who 
contact us. See our ad on page 17.

Silver Connections
1-877-936-2525
www.silverconnections.ca.
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WITH HYPNOSIS YOU CAN:  
• STOP SMOKING  • LOSE WEIGHT (Diets don’t last - life changes do!)

• ELIMINATE FEARS and PHOBIAS forever
• ELIMINATE STRESS and ANXIETY  • Be IN CONTROL of your life

• GET RID of BAD HABITS and UNWANTED BEHAVIOUR
• FEEL HAPPIER inside  • FEEL FREE from unwanted negative feelings

 Let me provide you with the guidance, reinforcement and support 
to enable you to make the specifi c changes that you desire.

“Together, through Hypnosis and Hypnotherapy we, as a team - 
you and I, can make positive changes naturally, without drugs 
or side effects, with your specialized hypnosis programme.”

To make an appointment or ask questions about 
Hypnosis or Grief Counseling call 

Deborah K. Grose
C. HT, Psycho Linguistics Specialist

905-982-0163

Dentistry for Seniors
During the first three decades of life the primary cause of tooth loss is decay. From the middle 30s to the 
late 50s, periodontal (gum) disease is identified as the main reason teeth are removed. And after 60-
years-old, tooth decay is again the major cause of tooth loss. 
For those seniors who use dentures or removable partials there is additional concern. Throughout life, 
the bone and tissues supporting replacement teeth continue to undergo remodeling. Because the process 
is so slow, many patients are not aware of the changes until a problem arises.
Regular professional examinations can identify potential problems and correct them before a patient 
experiences a problem. If you have any questions about your unique dental health needs, please call.
See our ad on page 16.
Dr. Miroslava Smochko, DDS.
14500 Simcoe Street, Unit 4, Port Perry
905-982-0134

Joint and Bone Health
By 65 years of age 60% of people have symptoms 
of osteoarthritis and 80% have arthritic changes in 
their joints.  Basically osteoarthritis is the wearing 
down of the joint surface due to everyday wear and 
tear.  This results in pain and stiffness among other 
symptoms.  Another significant consequence is 
people with osteoarthritis often become less active.  
Yet exercise is essential to prevent other health 
conditions such as osteoporosis and heart disease.  
Chiropractic is well suited to play a key role in 
treating your osteoarthritis.  Dr. Hooper can 
provide advice on diet and supplements to assist 
with your arthritis.  Additional treatment is 
directed towards decreasing your pain and enabling 
you to gain the benefits of a more active lifestyle.  
Discover the benefits of Chiropractic today. 
See our ad on page 15. 

Dr. Dwayne Hooper BSc, DC, 
Your Health Chiropractic
175 North Street, Port Perry 
905-985-3624

Family Restaurant
ALL DAY BREAKFAST

Red RibbonRed Ribbon

Get together with friends for 
affordable homecooked meals

20-22 Water St., Port Perry
905-985-1210

Open Daily 
6am - 3pm

DOWNSIZE?

Gary Hill
 A U C T I O N S
• Farm • Estate

• Antiques
• Collectibles

905-852-9538
1-800-654-4647
Cell 416-518-6401
garyhill.theauctionadvertiser.com

Auctions held at 
arena or at 

your site.
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•  Pre-need and/or Prepaid Funeral Planning
•  Traditional and Non-Traditional Cremation 

and Burial Services
•  Main Floor Reception Facilities Available 

For After Service Lunches
•  Conveniently Located in Beautiful 

Downtown Port Perry with Ample 
Off-Street Parking

Myles O’Riordan
FUNERAL DIRECTOR/

OWNER

216 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2171 • 1-800-377-9139
www.waggfuneralhome.com

WAGG
  FUNERAL HOME

905-985-3624
175 North Street, Port Perry 

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Dwayne Hooper BSc, DC

! Relief for back, neck,
 joint & muscle pain, 
& headaches…

! Treatment of sports, 
work, accident injuries, 
& arthritic pain

! Gentle & safe treatments 
including rehab and 
custom orthotics

Dunn
 Denture Clinic

Port Perry
 Denture Clinic

&
• Complete & Partial Denture Services
• Same Day Relines & Repairs
• All Insurance Plans Accepted Mike Dunn DD

Dunn
 Denture Clinic

Oshawa
196 Bond St. E. (At Division)

Port Perry
 Denture Clinic

Port Perry
6 High St. (Unit #4)

Reputation Built 
On Quality & Service
For Over 30 Years

Gary Hill
Since 1983 Gary Hill Auctions has grown into a highly successful 
local business.  Well known for his honesty and integrity 
throughout the business world,  Gary is a fully licensed, insured 
and bondable auctioneer. A well-respected and much sought-after 
member of the auction profession.
If you’re looking for a profitable and entertaining way to sell your 
real estate - home, property or contents we have the answer for you.
If you would just like a general idea of what an item would sell for 
at one of our auctions, you can either e-mail us a photo or Gary 
can quite often give you an idea over the phone and/or perhaps 
meet with you to view the item at no charge.
If you have any questions, or if we can be of service, please give us a 
call. We would be happy to help you. We welcome both buyers and 
sellers. See our ad on page 14.

Gary Hill Auctions
905-852-9538
garyhill.theauctionadvertiser.com



18  FOCUS - MARCH 2009   

SOUTH GATE

14500 Simcoe St. S., 
Unit #4, Port Perry
(South Gate Plaza)
905-982-0134
Dr. Miroslava Smochko D.D.S.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Open Monday to Saturday - 9 a.m.
Evening appointments available

MEDICAL ASSOCIATES BUILDING

People… our reason for caring

Complete Seniors’ 
Pharmacy Care
•  medication packaging,

management, and 
distribution

•  clinical support and 
consulting services

462 Paxton St., Port Perry
905-985-8484

Dedicated to supporting 
the quality of life, 
well-being, and safety of 
long term care residents.

Talk about being welcomed by our 
community with open arms! 
The Port Perry Villa is delighted with the 
response and interest our new building seems 
to have inspired with our North Durham 
neighbours and friends.  We are filling up 
fast—with nearly 70 of the 100 suites already 
reserved!  
With the opening just months away, the 
day-to-day construction progress of the new 
Villa is exciting to watch as the building takes 
shape—now fully enclosed with windows and 
doors mounted, many of the resident suites 
have already seen drywall and barrier-free 
showers installed.  
For a “pretour” and more information about 
your retirement lifestyle at the Port Perry 
Villa, visit our 

Presentation Centre 
26 Water Street, Port Perry 
905-985-2002 
or online at www.portperryvilla.com
See our ad on page 12.

Scugog Community Bus Service
The Scugog Community Dial-a-Bus Service is a fully accessible transit 
service for Scugog Township residents for travel to/from Port Perry, Seagrave, 
Greenbank, Nestleton, Caesarea, Blackstock and Scugog Island.
The service operates on Thursday 8:30am to 5:00pm.  Call 1-800-263-1916 
before 3:00pm Wednesday to book your trip.
Use DRT Route 950 Port Perry / UOIT (weekday, two hour frequency) or 
GO Bus to travel to Oshawa with connections to other Durham Region 
destinations.
DRT and GO Transit fare agreement integrates GO Transit services as part of 
the DRT system for a single DRT fare. 
•  Begin your trip with your DRT ticket, pass or transfer, otherwise regular GO 

Transit fares will apply 
•  Regular GO fares apply for travel outside of Durham Region and for 

customers paying cash boarding GO Bus
See our ad on page 13.

Durham Region Transit
1-800-263-1916
www.durhamregiontransit.com

Standards for Living. Quality of Life.

Village
293 Perry Street, Port Perry

905-985-8660  •  1-800-248-0848
www.westshorevillage.com

e-mail: t.brandenburg@powergate.ca

West Shore Village 
overlooking picturesque 
Lake Scugog in the 
charming town of Port Perry.  

RETIREMENT   
  LIVING

            Historic Waterfront

RETIREMENT    
  LIVING

Lifelease bungalows and a 71-suite, full 
service retirement residence designed to meet 

your changing needs. Call us for a tour, 
complimentary meal or overnight visit.

Visit Durham Region’s 
premier retirement community.

SUITES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

RETIREMENT   RETIREMENT    RETIREMENT   

DOUBLE SUITES • KITCHENETTES • PRIVATE DINING • HAIR SALON • MASSAGE THERAPY • EXERCISE FACILITY
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Located in the 
Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry
For an appointment call:

905-985-8363

If you have PAIN… we can help.
Arthritis can be very agonizing and debilitating.  
Physiotherapy for people with arthritis will help:
• reduce pain  • improve movement • strengthen muscle power
• assist you to be independent and functioning as well as is possible.

Call us today for your individualized assessment.
Evening and early morning appointments available.

No referral necessary.
Covered By 

Most Extended 
Health Plans 

STAY ACTIVE
STAY FIT
HAVE FUN

UxpoolUxpool

905-852-7831

Eliminate your frustrations by calling us

Are you a business owner looking 
to grow your business? Call us to 
become a Silver Connections 
service provider so we can start 
sending referrals your way!

• Easy & Worry Free
•  We check for Insurance, WSIB, Good 

References and Clearance through the 
Better Business Bureau

•  Silver Connections’ providers give 
STERLING service!

Great for newcomers, busy professionals, 
seniors, individuals with disabilities, business

If you need help fi nding the right provider…
Call us at
1-877-936-2525
www.silverconnections.ca  

Free Referrals to Local Screened Contractors and Service Providers

Your mind is very powerful, but sometimes it is too resourceful for 
its own good. We have a conscious mind, and a subconscious mind. 
Your conscious mind in general does a very good job of protecting you. 
However at times, it can work against you, not allowing beneficial 
changes. So when we try to make changes ourselves using willpower, 
it becomes difficult. 
Hypnosis is the tool that works easily with the subconscious mind to 
bring about that change you desire. 
Deborah states “It is simple, painless, and effective. Changes on many 

occasions are instant. You will be amazed at the results to your life. 
Many times I get the comment straight after a session like ‘I feel so 
relaxed’ and ‘I feel much better.’”
In a hypnotherapy session you are always in control. You make 
the choice to see Deborah ... You make the choice to change... 
and ultimately you make the changes. See ad on page 14.

Deborah K Grose
C.HT, Psycho Linguistics Specialist        
905-982-0163

Creating The Life That You Desire!

“There is a fountain of youth: 
it is your mind, your talents, 
the creativity you bring to your 
life and the lives of people you 
love. When you learn to tap 
this source, you will truely 
have defeated age.”
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“What a pretty little shop!” When browsing the shelves of 
the Port Perry Hospital’s gift shop, visitors are often amazed 
to find an exquisite array of handmade gifts. 

However, discovering that each handmade gift, as well as 
the shop itself, is lovingly created and fostered by a team of 
dedicated volunteers is even more remarkable. 

The Hospital’s gift shop is just the beginning in a long 
line of extraordinary endeavours lead by the Auxiliary to Lak-
eridge Health for Port Perry. 

For over 50 years, the Auxiliary’s team of volunteers has 
played an essential role within the hospital. Since 2005 alone, 
they have raised over 450,000 dollars!

However, the amount of dollars raised is not nearly as 
impressive as the Auxiliary’s commitment to helping others. 

Every day, members of the Auxiliary keep one ultimate 
goal in mind: to make the patients feel as comfortable as pos-
sible. 

This motive is reflected in the daily services the Auxiliary 
volunteers perform at the hospital, such as providing water 
and monitoring scheduled television time. Volunteers also 

dedicate their time to directing patients as they arrive for day 
surgery and ensuring they feel at ease within the hospital 
environment.  

And when a patient needs a taste of home, the Auxiliary 
volunteers are the first to deliver and, in some cases, read 
emails sent to patients from loved ones.  

While their commitment to everyday hospital chores is 
notable, this motive to support the best in patient care is all 
the more present in the numerous fundraising activities the 
Auxiliary holds throughout the year. 

Whether polar bear plunging or “begging for money on 
the streets,” as Auxiliary President, Elly Huhle, likes to call it, 
every event serves to preserve the wonderful patient care the 
Port Perry Hospital is known for.  

Elly is particularly proud of this past year’s turnout. The 
Auxiliary’s two biggest fundraising events, the Polar Bear 
Plunge and Tag Day, both brought in exceedingly higher pro-
ceeds than past years. While the Polar Bear Plunge generated 
over 10, 000 dollars for the Hospital, the latter brought in over 
12, 000 dollars.

A gift of giving

Hospital Auxiliary members Elly Huhle, Camille Crozier and Helen Whiteway are seen here at the auxiliary’s Port Perry Hospital gift shop
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A gift of giving
These numbers prove 

to be a wonderful accom-
plishment for the Auxiliary 
volunteers. However, Jean-
nie Muir (a member of the 
Auxiliary who has been with 
the hospital since 1981) does 
admit that, despite their best 
efforts, successful fundraising 
is becoming more of a difficult 
feat. 

“Bake sales just aren’t 
what they used to be,” says 
Jeannie. With a look of concern, she explains that such proj-
ects are simply not enough, alone, to generate the necessary 
proceeds. 

With this fact in mind, the Auxiliary has had to come up 
with new and innovative ways to further their fundraising ef-
forts. As Elly says, “Our focus is on the comfort of the patient 
and our focus has never changed. Our ways of doing things 
however, have definitely changed.” 

Even if it means driving around collecting empty bottles 
from restaurants, Elly and the rest of the Auxiliary members 
are determined to do all they can to make a difference. 

“Every little effort counts, the small things really 
add up,” says Jeannie. In their first year collect-
ing empty bottles, the Auxiliary raised 1,400 
dollars for the hospital. This past year, they 
are happy to announce they collected over 
2,500 dollars!

In hopes of furthering their accom-
plishments, Jeannie and her husband 
leave a box at the end of their driveway 
(465 McDonald Street) for anyone who 
wishes to drop off bottles.  

Both Elly and Jeannie would also 
like to thank the restaurants that 
have worked in co-operation with the 
Auxiliary’s bottle pickup, including 
Cassidy Pub and Grill, Piano Cafe and 
Crabby Joe’s. Despite all the wonderful 
ways these restaurants have helped, the 
team is always looking for more businesses 
to get involved.  

Fortunately, as Elly mentions, the 
Auxiliary has a great support system behind 
them. 

“We are very lucky in this community,” says 
Elly with a look of pride that is impossible to 
ignore. “We have over 100 volunteers and the sup-
plies for all these events literally come from their 
pockets.” 

Elly explains that volunteers are willing to 
bake, knit and donate materials on top of their 
time. Her appreciation for these individuals is 
beyond expressible, but Elly’s smile could pass 
as enough indication. “It’s always the same 
ones who give so much,” she adds.

As a new year begins, Elly, Jeannie and the 
rest of the Auxiliary team are looking forward 
to donating as much of their time and ef-
forts to the hospital as possible. 

Although the real reward is seeing 

all the smiling faces, whether it be from hospital patients or 
volunteers, Elly explains there are many reasons the Auxiliary 
stays motivated to work so hard. 

“I have never seen another group of women who work so 
well together,” she says, referring to the other members as her 
inspiration. “We all have the same objective in mind.”

Elly says she volunteered at many hospitals in Toronto, 
prior to her move to Port Perry four years ago. “Personally, I 
find it quite satisfying,” she says. “It really pleases me to do 
something for someone else.”

It is undeniable that this compassion for helping others 
is shared by all the Auxiliary members.  Throughout 
the hospital, it’s an everyday custom to 

encounter a cheerful volunteer in a 
coral jacket. 

Whether he or she is greet-
ing patients, running errands or 
offering a hand in the gift shop, 
their presence in the hospital and 
within the community is a true 

gift. However, it is a gift that needs 
to be upheld and, therefore, there is 

always a need for more volunteers. 
For more information about 
the Port Perry Auxiliary or to 

inquire about becoming a 
member, contact JoAnne 

Koury (Administrative 
Assistant and Volun-
teer Liaison) at 905-
985-7321 ext. 5501.

 
Christina Coughlin

Focus on Scugog

       Noreen (Toots) Malcolm (back) is in her 57th year as a member of the Port Perry Hospital 
Auxiliary and remembers clearly when it was formed in 1952. With her is Jeannie Muir who 
has served on the auxiliary for the past 13 years.                                  Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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Thumbs Up - to the progressive thinking members of Scugog 
council who last month took a bold step with its offer to 
purchase Port Perry’s historic 1873 grain elevator. We 
know the $1 million plus expenditure will not be met 

with joy by many, but too bad. Purchasing this valuable piece 
of lakefront real estate took guts, but it was the right thing to 
do. The future of this property is now in good hands.

Thumbs Down - to the silly idea initiated by Scugog’s bylaw 
enforcement department to purchase a bicycle to 
patrol the township’s streets. Surely, if our ‘community 
cops’ want to “mingle with the public and be more ac-

cessible” (their words not ours) all they need to do is get out 

$400 investment in this pilot project as both a waste of time 
and money. Why not just send them out on foot to meet, greet 
and mingle with the townsfolk?

Thumbs Up - Wow!  A big thumbs up to the Provincial and 
Federal government for jumping on board Scugog’s 
waterfront revitalization project with $3.5 million dollars 
each in funding. With the township’s equal commit-

ment, that brings $10.5 million to the table for a make-over 
of the Port Perry waterfront lands. It’s almost like winning the 
lottery without buying a ticket. It doesn’t get better than that!

Thumbs Down - to drivers and passengers of vehicles who 
use our streets for their personal garbage container. It 
just ticks us off to see live cigarettes thrown out of a car 
window, or fast food containers, coffee cups and other 

assorted junk strewn along the side of the road. It’s hard to 
imagine these same people dispose of their waste on their 
own driveways or property. Smarten up! Bag your garbage 
and dispose of it properly. 

Thumbs Down - to the latest round of announcements from 
hospital brass, threatening that some services at our 
local hospital could be in jeopardy - again. Year after 

all its important services. Loss of a service, be it maternity or 
emergency department, could be the catalyst that leads to 
some of our doctors leaving. Get vocal, be prepared!

Thumbs Down - to pet owners who do not “stoop and scoop” 
when their dogs defecate while out for a walk. With 
the snow slowly disappearing it’s becoming all too 
common to see ‘droppings’ on sidewalks, lawns and in 

parks. And surely, owners should have the decency to clean 
up their dogs ‘doo doo’ in the cemetery.

Thumbs Down - to inconsiderate motorists who insist on 
parking in front of the Wagg Funeral Home despite 
signs posted indicating a funeral service in progress. 

cigarettes, snacks or booze is not too much to ask. We hope 
people haven’t gotten so insensitive that they no longer take 
time to show respect for those who are in grieving.

Thumbs

KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
                all year round
   Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
                   Prom, Evening 
                        Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

Integrative Health Centre
Sunleite
188 Mary Street, Port Perry

188 Mary Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-3303

Full Time 
!ermography Clinic

~ Breast & Full Body ~
Fibrocystic, large, enhanced or 

dense breasts do not interfere with the scan.
NO RADIATION OR COMPRESSION

Brenda M. Leite 

View Health Report @ www.sunleitehealth.ca
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The Dr. David Archer house, located at 230 Queen Street is believed to have been 
built about 1888 and sold to Dr. Archer in 1895.

Dr. David Archer Residence
230 Queen Street, Port Perry

Plan H-50020,  Lot 57

This Old
   House

 This piece of property was part of a large block of land fronting on 
Queen St. sold by John Cameron to John W. Davis in October 1878. In May 
1888, Louisa Davis took out an $800 mortgage on the property, quite likely 
for the construction of the house.  
 In January 1895 Louisa Davis sold her home to Dr. David Archer who 
had set up his practice of medicine in Port Perry a few years earlier. He 
moved into the centrally located yellow brick house on Queen St. with his 
wife and family, and also operated his medical practice from the home. In 
1897 Dr. Robert Archer joined his brother in the practice of medicine and a 
few years later they built the Archer Bros. Medical Clinic on the lot west of 
Dr. Archer’s home.
 David Archer was born in Cartwright Township on August 4, 1857 
and attended Bowmanville High School, Hamilton Model School and then 
started his career as a teacher of mathematics at Smiths Falls High School. 
He later entered the study of medicine at Victoria College and after gradu-

 In the February issue of “This Old House” we took a look at the Albert Davis 
residence, located at 226 Queen St., so this month we’re moving next door to an 
almost identical house at 230 Queen St. This two-storey yellow brick house was the 
location of both the home and offices of Dr. David Archer for many years during 
the early 1900s. Dr. Archer was one of Port Perry’s most prominent and well-loved 
doctors of the era. Following is a brief history of this Queen St. property.

 Dr. David Archer was born in Cartwright Twp. on 
August 4,1857, and attended Bowmanville High School, Hamilton Model School and then started his career as a 

teacher of mathematics at Smiths Falls 
High School. 

      He later entered the study of 
medicine at Victoria College and 
after graduation went to England, 
Scotland and Ireland where he 
took post graduate work.

       Returning to Ontario Dr. 
Archer opened his practice in Port 

Perry where he continued for 37 years before moving to Oshawa in 1928. While in Port Perry he was instrumental in having a telephone system installed in the village and surrounding districts.
 Dr. Archer left a lasting legacy and was admired for his self sacrificing and devotion to the relief of suffering. It was written that “the entire community is poorer 
because he has passed”. He was always kindly and 
considerate to everyone.
 Dr. Archer died in Oshawa on September 20, 1939.

DR. DAVID ARCHER

ation went to England, Scotland and Ireland 
where he took post-graduate work. 
 He returned to Canada and set up a prac-
tice in Port Perry in 1891 where he continued 
for 37 years before moving to Oshawa.  He was 
a member of the medical staff of the Oshawa 
General Hospital and was held in high regard 
by the medical fraternity there. At a banquet of 

Please turn to page 22
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the Ontario County Medical Association in February 1938, Dr. 
Archer was presented with a life membership and was cited 
for his self sacrifice and devotion to the relief of suffering.
 In 1928, about one year after the death of his brother 
Robert, Dr. David Archer and his wife moved to Oshawa. Two 
years later the Archers sold their home of 35 years to surgeons, 
Doctors George M. Rennie and George S. Jeffrey for $10,000. 
In May 1933 Dr. Jeffrey left Port Perry and sold his half of the 
practice and properties to Dr. Clinton Peterson.
 Drs. Rennie and Peterson operated their practices together 
for almost 10 years from this location. In 1942 Dr. Peterson 
volunteered his services for World War II and sold his share 
of the house at 230 Queen St. to Dr. Rennie, and his half of the 
medical practice to Dr. Matthew B. Dymond.
 Dr. Rennie and his family lived in the home until his 
death, and his estate sold the property to a numbered compa-
ny in October 1978. Carolyn and Ron Bridgewater purchased 
the property in November 1983 and Mr. Bridgewater operated 
his law office from the building until they sold it five years 
later.
 Dr. Eva Mueller, a chiropractor, purchased the property in 
April 1988 for $185,000, operating her practice from the build-
ing for a few years before moving. Dr. Mueller is still owner of 
this fine downtown Port Perry home.
 Over the past 15 or more years, the former home has been 
rented to numerous small businesses including a shoe store 
and clothing outlet.

By J. Peter Hvidsten and Paul Arculus
From the book Historic Homes & Estates

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

• Windows
• Doors
• Siding
• Sunrooms

Continued from page 21

131 North Port Rd., 
Port Perry

905.985.8707

• HOME
• AUTO 
• BUSINESS 
• LIFE
• TRAVEL
• HEALTH

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons

Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com
905-436-9090

™

HOME RENOVATIONS INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RETAINING WALLS MINI HOE
LANDSCAPING BOBCAT SERVICE

INTERLOCKING STONE WORK

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090

or cell: 905-261-7840

Thinking of things you need done this spring?
THINK OF US!

Constituency Office:
75 King St. E., 
Bowmanville ON L1C 1N4
1-800-661-2433
(905) 697-1501
Email: john.otooleco@pc.ola.org

Communities that honour their past 
will enjoy a brighter future.
Congratulations to Paul Arculus on 
your Ontario Heritage Award.

Ontario
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Don’t let tax time 
tax your mind 

and pocket. 

Instead, trust
these area experts 
to file your taxes 

this year!  

Call now!

TAX FREE SAVINGS
To save on current tax returns in 
conjunction with your RRSP think of the 
new Tax Free Savings Account. Everyone 
who is eligible should open one of these 
accounts.
Come in and speak to us regarding this 
new savings tool.
Nellie Westerman 
Computerized Accounting Service
11490 Simcoe Street, Port Perry
905-985-0195

• Payroll     • Budgeting      
• Tax Planning         

• Corporate Tax     • Personal Taxes     
• Small Business Tax

SERVICES OFFERED:

Anita Van Zeeland FTA

36 Water Street, Port Perry
www.1stfinancialcentre.ca
905-985-1926

VEHICLE EXPENSES
When you use a personal vehicle for business
you can claim a percentage of your vehicle 
expenses. So leave an envelope in your vehicle 
to collect the invoices for gas, parking, 
oil lube & filter, car washes, snow tires, 
repairs, 407 bills and CAA or other roadside 
assistance programs.
Janet McGhee, 
Chartered Accountant
354 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-0006

SINCE 1975

204 Casimir St., Port Perry
Ph: 905-985-4028
Fx: 905-985-4598
1-800-399-8523

www.callerygroup.com

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES

Are your tax 
returns

filed up to date?

If not, please call:

Do you have a tax preparer?

• Small Business Bookkeeping
• Computerized Payroll
• Personal Income Tax
• E-File

Monday to Friday
8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Extended Evening & Saturday 
Hours during Tax Time 
by Appointment Only

4 River Street
Seagrave
905-985-8962

New
Clients

Welcome
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Instant Tax Refund

905-985-5700
14500 Simcoe Street, Unit 12, Port Perry  

Photocopying
and Faxing Services

Available

“TM owned by JTH Tax, Inc., used under license”
99-334

If you’re getting a refund 

have your money in

24 hours or less

174 Perry Street
 Port Perry

905-985-9803

Get your money

NOW!

*At participating offi ces. Must qualify. See offi ce for details.                           ©2009 H&R Block Canada, Inc.             CNCB11

ANET McGHEE
   Chartered AccountantJ

TA X  P R E PA R AT I O N  S E RV I C E S

Personal Tax Returns from

Extended hours during
tax season

Senior and student 
discounts

354 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-0006
jmcghee@sympatico.ca

$50.00
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •

BOOKKEEPING
Proper bookkeeping helps by;
1.   Providing easier tax preparation (less expensive) and 

ensures no missed deductions.
2.  Provides knowledge of your business cash fl ow and 

profi tability. 
3.  Your book’s fi nancial statements along with your tax assess-

ment help when negotiating with fi nancial institutions.
4. Its the LAW!
Pam Mansfi eld
Bookkeeping Plus+
905-986-1799
www.bookkeepingplus.info

DIFFICULT TIMES
! e Lessons learned from di"  cult 
Times!
It is time for Renewal!
To put things in perspective and to 
Re-Evaluate our Priorities!
My father used to say, “Even the 
Lord must sleep to rejuvenate.  
Winter time or Summer follow.”
Same for the Economy!
Let us re-visit our Plans.

Brian Callery
! e Callery Group
204 Casimir Street, Port Perry
Ph: 905-985-4028
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Our tax specialists work with you to comply with the rules, minimize your 
taxes, and provide fl exible solutions for your growing business needs. 
Experience. The Difference.

Suite 1, 1 Brock St. E.
Uxbridge, Ontario L9P 1P6
www.bdo.ca
905-852-9714 Assurance | Accounting | Taxation | Advisory Services

We work as a team 
with our clients to 
ensure their time 

is spent on the 
business they love, 

while having 

STUDENT TAX CREDIT
Tax time can be rewarding for students. 
Don’t forget your textbook Tax Credit.
It is standard for every student who qualifies.
H&R Block
174 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-9803

CHILD ACTIVITIES CREDIT
Is your child enrolled in a club or sport or extra curricular 
activity? Make an appointment now or contact your tax 
preparer to ensure your getting all the available tax credit 
benefits - your money working for you!
Anita Van Zeeland
1st Financial Centre
36 Water Street, Port Perry
905-985-1926
www.1stfinancialcentre.ca

CHOOSING A TAX PREPARER
Advice from the Better Business Bureau
Consumers looking for trustworthy help filing their taxes should 
not wait until the last minute – they need to take their time, shop 
around and find a preparer who is both qualified and has a strong 
track record of providing customer service.

BBB encourages consumers to use the same caution in selecting tax 
preparation help that they would use in selecting other professional 
services, such as those provided by doctors or lawyers. Consider the 
following advice when searching for help with taxes:

Ask around. Get referrals from friends and family on who they use, 
and check the BBB Reliability Report on tax preparation services 
free-of-charge.

Don’t fall for the promise of a big refund. Avoid any tax preparers 
who base their fee on a percentage of the amount of the refund.

!ink about accessibility. Many tax preparation services only set 
up shop for the months leading up to April 15. In case of errors, 
or in case of an audit, consumers and businesses need to be able to 
contact their tax preparer throughout the year.

Read the contract and know what you’re paying for. Consumers
must read tax preparation service contracts closely to ensure 
they understand issues such as, how much it is going to cost for 
the service, how the cost will be a!ected if preparation is more 
complicated and time consuming than expected, and whether the 
tax preparer will represent the consumer in case of an audit.

  
905-985-0195 

11490 Simcoe St., Port Perry • Fx: 905-985-3007
nwestaccounting@wcshighspeed.com

Computerized 
Accounting  Service Nellie

Tax Hours: Mon.- Fri. 8am-6pm & Sat. 9am-2pm or by appointment

Are You Aware?
New tax credits, pension splitting, new deductions, 
new formulas… these are the changes with which 
the staff at Nellie Westerman Accounting Services 
are acquainted having attended seminars dealing 

deductions for 

Joanne Rhonda

•   personal tax returns - e-file service
• small business accounting
• computerized payroll
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THE 1874 GRAIN ELEVATOR
 With Scugog Township about to take over own-
ership of the “old grain elevator” and surrounding 
property, this seemed like a good time to provide 
some information to our readers about this impor-
tant, historic structure.  
 It would be hard to argue, in its present condi-
tion, the mill is little more than a big, ugly building 
sitting prominently on Port Perry’s lakefront. 
 Three storeys high, and clad in rusting steel, the 
aging structure has dominated the lakefront at the 
foot of Queen St. for more than 130 years. 
 The days when it served as the hub of Port Per-
ry’s busy agricultural community are long gone, 
and it now stands simply as a reminder of a time 
long forgotten by most. 
 Purchasing the property may have been a con-
troversial action, but we suggest strongly that it 
was the right thing to do. Hopefully residents of 
Scugog will look beyond the present condition of 
the building and envision a glorious future for it as 
both a historical monument to our past... and as a 
unique attraction for generations to come.
 To provide a glimpse at this building and its im-
portance to the history of the community, following 
is the first of a two part history of the elevator.

The Port Perry

     Port Perry’s grain elevator can be ranked among the most 
significant and well preserved structures of it’s style in Ontario 
and while everyone may not agree with that assessment... it is an 
indisputable fact.
 Simple, but elegant in design, grain elevators stood as lonely 
sentinels over small communities throughout Ontario for nearly 
a century and a half, providing local farmers with grain storage 
along the railroads that moved their produce to market.
 Reaching skyward, usually the tallest building in a village, the 
grain elevator became a symbol of a healthy community and was 
one of the busiest enterprises in the town.

 During the 1860s and 1870s, one of the areas most promi-
nent and successful grain buyers, George Currie, began 
construction on what would become a landmark building 
on the waterfront for generations. In fact, the building still 
stands today, more than 129 years later, as a monument to 
the vision of Mr. Currie and his colleagues.
 Before beginning the story of one of the town’s most 
visible and historic buildings, the Port Perry Grain Elevator, 
a little should be known about the man who erected this 
impressive structure 135 years ago.
 After working a number of years as a grain merchant in 
Oshawa, George Currie arrived in Prince Albert, opening 
a grain buying business in the year 1844. He and his 
brother Mark also opened a general merchandising business 
consisting of dry goods, liquors, wines and children’s wear 
in the village.

          
Throughout the 1850s, the Curries became one of the 
principal grain purchasing businesses in the area, and it 
was during this time that George tried out his hand at 
politics. In 1857 he was elected Reeve of Reach Township. 
He later held the position of Treasurer of the Township for a 
number of years, before moving to Port Perry.
       The Currie brothers dissolved their partnership 
as General Merchants in September 1861 with George 
continuing the business. During the 1860s, he formed 
another partnership with Aaron Ross and together they 
became one of the principal grain companies in the county, 
as well as respected clothing, hardware and grocery 
merchants.
      During the early 1870s, business began to trickle out 
of Prince Albert and Manchester and take up location in 
neighbouring Port Perry. Currie, realizing that the tide 
of business was on the move, purchased a property on the 
north-east corner of Queen & Perry St. in 1870 and erected 
a wooden building to house a general store. By the time he 
was ready to move to Port Perry, in 1872, he had removed 
the wooden structure and constructed an attractive two-
storey brick building into which he moved his new business.
 Now settled into his attractive Port Perry building, he 
began construction of a large new grain elevator near the 
busy railway station at Port Perry’s lakefront, on Lake 
Scugog.
 Detailed information about the grain elevator is sketchy, 

Men and wagons are seen here delivering crops to George Currie’s grain elevator not long 
after the elevator was completed, at the corner of Queen and Water St., in 1874.   
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The Port Perry
but it is known that Mr. Currie began work on the massive 
structure in April 1874. The Ontario Observer  reporting 
on the progress of the village, made the following note, 
that work was underway on a large grain elevator: “George 
Currie is laying down cedar and other timbers in preparation 
of the erection of a large grain store-house and elevator, 
capable of holding 50-60 thousand bushels of grain.” 
 Little more than two months later, the Observer once 
again reported on the progress of the building: “Mr. Currie’s 
Elevator and grain store house in course of erection at 
the railway terminus at Port Perry has advanced its first 
stage. The size of the timbers and the plan on which it 
is constructed will secure uncommon strength, in fact it 
appears as if no amount of weight could effect it.”
 The elevator was reported to be built on a stone 
foundation measuring 24 inches thick and above the 
foundation the entire structure was made of wood. The 58’ 
high frame was constructed of huge pine beams and the 
exterior was covered with 2x8 inch lumber to a height of 
26 feet. The remaining height was covered with 2x6 inch 
lumber, and the joints of the boards were covered with one 
inch thick vertical boards. When completed the massive 
structure was painted a rusty red colour. 
 The Observer editor commented that “when completed, 
the erection will be one of the most valuable and important 
buildings in town and will form a very important addition to 
the grain storage for the area.”
 While undoubtedly one of the most important buildings 
in the village of Port Perry at the time, George Currie didn’t 
retain ownership for more than a couple of years after it was 
completed. It’s estimated he sold the elevator to his partner 
Aaron Ross sometime during 1876. Mr. Ross operated the 
grain business alone, as the A. Ross Elevator, for a number 
of years before his son William 
became a partner. At this time 
the name was changed to Ross 
& Son Elevator. 
 In 1886, William Ross built a 
separate office at the southwest 
edge of the elevator, near the 
intersection of Queen and Water 
Streets.
 Aaron Ross died in July 1896 
and his son continued with the 
business.
 About 1900, the mill had 
18 bins which could hold 2,000 
bushels of grain each.
 In 1909 William Ross decided 
to retire from the grain busi-
ness, selling the elevator to 
James Lucas. Mr. Lucas began 
his business career in 1893 as 
an office manager in the Paxton 
-Tate Foundry, Port Perry. He 
later moved to Woodstock, Ont., 
but following the death of Aaron 

Ross, in 1896, he returned to Port Perry as bookkeeper and 
associate member of the firm of A. Ross & Sons. In 1911 he 
purchased the grain elevator and business from William 
Ross and operated the business independently until 1919 
when he  joined up with Hogg & Lytle Limited.
 Mr. Lucas sold his elevator business to Hogg & Lytle in 
1927, but stayed on with the company until 1933, when he 
finally retired. Hogg & Lytle were not strangers to the grain 
business, having operated mills at Oakwood and Sunderland 
before purchasing the Port Perry elevator.
 While under the ownership of Hogg & Lytle, a fire 
destroyed the offices in August 1918. Within a month of the 
fire, new offices were constructed and a main building was 
extended to the south to accommodate three more bins.
     Hogg & Lytle sold the elevator to Toronto Elevators 
Limited in 1949 and began operating under the Master 

Feeds name. In 1956 a large 21’x36’ addition was 
extended to the north creating six smaller bins to 
store more ground grain. At the same time, a garage 
was added to the north end of the new addition.
      In 1961, Toronto Elevators Limited, amalga-
mated with Maple Leaf Milling Company Limited 
forming a new company. Maple Leaf Mills as it 
became known, was the last company to operate the 
building as a grain elevator. Harvey Mahaffy served 
as its manager until the mid-1970s. Mike Doyle was 
the final manager of the mill, operating it until the 
company closed the Port Perry site in 1979.
     The landmark building was purchased in 1980 
by Fred Burghgraef. The building is currently 
occupied by an auto supply store and other sections 
of the building are rented out to small retailers.
      In January 2009, Scugog Township put in an 
offer of $1.1 million to purchase the building and 
lakefront land that it sits on... 

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

 

Grain Elevator

George Currie’s red brick building at the corner of Perry and Queen Street, 

This rare photo shows the bins and cu-
pola of a grain elevator while being built. 
Although this is not the Port Perry elevator, 
it is similar in style and provides a glimpse 
at an elevator under construction.

NEXT MONTH:
Fires that almost destroyed the grain elevator 

and pictures of the interior
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 Anniversaries are times to reminisce about the past as well 
as opportunities to celebrate achievements. Fiftieth anniversa-
ries are a milestone reached by few. Such is the case of the Port 
Perry Skating Club, which on March 28 celebrates its golden 
anniversary.

 It was the fall of 1958 on 
the bumpy ice of the old arena 
where the CIBC now stands, 
that a group of skaters decided 
to get together on a regular basis 
and form the Port Perry Skating 
Club. Their first president, Geor-
gia Brock, was instrumental in 
getting the group off to its start, 
but it was the enthusiasm of the 
100 plus members that kept it 
thriving.
      “I am delighted that the 
Port Perry Skating Club is still 
going full blast. Many similar 
clubs in other areas have not 
had near the enthusiasm of our 
group and some have fallen 
by the wayside. The Port Perry 
Skating Club seems to be in 

the centre of it all. It is great to see people engaged in such a 
well disciplined sport, which is after all, Canada’s unofficial 
national pastime,” says Georgia.
 For 42 years, the group was known as 
the Port Perry Figure Skating Club, but 
all that changed in 2002 when the doors 
were opened for would-be hockey play-
ers as well as pleasure skaters and the 
name was changed, dropping the word 
“Figure”.
 Over the years there have been many 
talented skaters, three of whom went on 
to compete in world and Olympic com-
petitions: Richard Stephens, Anna Forder 
and David Porter.  Richard and Anna won 
Canadian Senior Pairs Skating Champi-
onships and David Porter captured top 
honours in the Novice Dance competition 
in Vancouver. 
 “The success of the Port Perry Skating 
Club has been due to the enthusiasm of 
our skaters, a strong and active execu-
tive and the assistance of many parents 
and friends,” said Georgia Brock, who 
repeated her role as president in 1982.
 Among other people who have been 

involved in the group is Howard Hall, former mayor of Port 
Perry and president of the club in the seventies.
 Several years ago, through donations and sponsorships, 
the club was able to install a jumping harness above the 
second pad in the Scugog Memorial Arena. Current president 
Tracy Evans beamed as she spoke about the harness. “It gives 
members a terrific opportunity to practice their routines, with-
out fear of injury.” Tracy has been associated with the club for 
12 years and has been president for three.
 The club now boasts 150 members and continues to grow. 
Teams of up to 16 people participate in synchronized skating.  
They perform various routines in such a way that harmony 
and grace appear to be a natural element; however, a great 
amount of work and dedication goes into their success.
 CanSkate is for the young crowd, starting with preschool-
ers. It is Skate Canada’s flagship learn-to-skate program, 
designed for beginners of all ages. 
 When a young skater signs up for CanSkate they will be 
immersed in a program that focuses on fun, participation and 
basic skill development. 
 Members earn badges and other incentives as they learn 
fundamental skating skills. Lessons are given in a group 
format and led by certified professional coaches, who are 
supported by trained Program Assistants. Currently half of 
the Port Perry Skating Club’s membership is in the CanSkate 
class.
 “The volunteers and all the other coaches make the club 
successful,” Tracy explained. “We have almost 50 people from 

Georgia Brock
First president of the Port  
Perry Figure Skating Club.

Port Perry Skating Club’s current president is Tracy Evans, seen here at the arena.

ON ICE
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the club who donate their time and skills to every aspect of our group’s success.”
 This year marks the 25th anniversary for Arlene Matthews’ coaching career and the 
30th anniversary of Donna Newbold’s coaching vocation. “It is people like Arlene and 
Donna who give so much that makes it all come together,” according to Tracy Evans.
 The big event for the club is its annual Carnival, chaired this year by Tracy and held on 
March 28th, fifty years after the first ice carnival. 
 The theme is ‘Fifty Years on Ice’ and will be dramatized through costumes, music and 
skating. Jill McMullan, the vice president of the club and Ar-
lene Matthews oversee the 150 costumes, which are all made 
by volunteers. Funds are raised by renting and selling the 
costumes to other skating organizations, which are unable to 
create their own. 
 Sound systems and lighting racks are installed for the big 
day and all 150 members participate. Shows are at 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m. and anyone is welcome to enjoy the show which is 
held in the Scugog Community Recreation Centre.
 For more information on the club visit www.portper-
ryskatingclub.com

Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

Above: David Porter and Barbara Berezowski won 
the dance competition at the Canadian Figure Skating 
Championships in Quebec City in February 1975.

Perry and his partner Christine 
McBeth captured third place in 
the Senior Pairs Competition

    Bottom left: In 1968, Anna Forder 
and Richard Stephens competed in 
the  Winter Olympics in Grenoble, 
France and the following years were 
winners of the Canadian Senior Pairs 
Figure Skating Championship.

ON ICE

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

Prevent water 
damage to your 
home

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years
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Across the wide Zambezi
   One of Africa’s largest rivers, the Zam-
bezi, separates the two countries of Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. I had the good fortune of 
cruising along this great waterway during a 
recent visit to central Africa. The sun was 
setting and the water was calm. Golden 
bronze rays danced and sparkled and 

hippos swam nearby, staring at the intruders. I had no idea 
how big these beasts were until I saw their heads, with open 
mouths rise from beneath the water. 
 The captain of the boat explained they were the meanest 
animals in Africa. Although vegetarian, they will try to capsize 
a boat and playfully toss the occupants back and forth in the 
water. The skipper expertly navigated around the massive 
beasts while his small son, fascinated by my camera, contin-
ued to stare at me. 
 A few minutes later, a herd of elephants made its way into 
the water and slowly disappeared to the bottom of the river. 
Upon a closer look, I realized their trunks pointed high above 
their heads and poked several centimetres beyond the ripples 
of the water. Half a dozen or so snouts moved slowly along, 
until they reached the opposite side where the large mammals 
crawled onto the shore. The smaller elephants tend to swim, 
but larger ones prefer to walk along the bottom.
 I arrived in Zimbabwe and stayed at the colonial Victoria 
Falls Hotel. Upon check-in, I asked to convert US cash into lo-
cal currency. A sign in the hotel showed a rate of one US dol-
lar to 800 Zimbabwe dollars (Zim dollars), an amount, which 
certainly seemed good to me. The man behind the counter 
cautioned me not to exchange at this time and explained he 
would call me in my room in a few minutes.
 Quite confused I had no sooner entered the hotel room 
when my phone rang. The clerk from the front desk explained 

the hotel rate was 
not accurate and 
that his brother, 
who was in the 
banking business, 
was able to offer a 
rate of 3,000 Zim 
dollars to one US$. 
I was amazed, but 
cautious and told 
him I wanted to 
wait.
 I met with my 
local guide to go 
over my itinerary 
and casually asked 
her about currency 
exchange and what 
would be the best 
way to tackle the 
issue. She looked 
around and quietly 
told me to meet her 

hour.
 I strolled along the street, where locals were desperate to 
trade wooden ornaments for my running shoes and was glad 

saw my friend and walked to her desk. 
 “Our exchange rate is currently at 3,500 Zim Dollars. How 
much did you want to exchange?” she asked.
 I hesitated and attempted to mentally calculate how much I 
would need. “500 US dollars,” I replied hesitantly. She started 
to laugh and explained that, as I was only going to be there 
for a week, 100 dollars would be more than enough.
 I handed her the US currency, which she quickly passed to 
a young boy who scurried off, surely never to be seen again. 
I watched as the events unfolded. The tour guide suggested I 
enjoy a nice lunch in the hotel restaurant next door and drop 
back in 30 minutes to collect my money.
 Nervously I ordered a pizza, a beer and ice cream and 
constantly glanced at my watch. I felt as if I was in the middle 
of an international clandestine operation, which was about to 
erupt any minute. A thought occurred to me; What if I was the 
victim of a scam, how was I going to pay for my lunch? 
 Thirty minutes had passed and I decided to return to the 
tour desk. The woman smiled and handed me a plastic 
shopping bag. It suddenly occurred to me that I was holding 
$350,000 Zim dollars in $5,000 notes. In other words a whole 
lotta cash! 

The Captain’s son was more intrigued by my 
camera than the beautiful Zambezi River.
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 Not wanting to appear obvious, I took my paper bag behind 
a wall and pulled out a stack of currency. Glancing over my 
shoulder, I was careful to remain hidden and was in shock 
when I looked at the bills. They had the appearance of being 
recent photocopies and each one was labelled with an expiry 
date. I have travelled extensively, but have never encoun-
tered currency, which expires. I returned to the restaurant 
and nervously laid a small amount of the new cash on top of 
the bill.
 The waiter smiled and promptly returned with change. I 
breathed a sigh of relief and happily made my way back to 
my hotel. I did the math and realized I had just had a wonder-
ful lunch for less than three dollars. 
 En route back to my hotel I dealt with the townsfolk and 
purchased wooden carved animals, salad bowls and a mag-

I tipped heavily as I felt obligated to share my new found 
wealth. The cost of living in Zimbabwe was very low and 
toward the end of the week, I was still in possession of a fair 
amount of cash. 
 I tipped the waiters the equivalent of a month’s wages and 
gave my security guard a sizeable donation. You cannot con-
vert Zim dollars back into US cash so my choice was to give 
it away or leave it behind. 

of the best investments I had ever made. I was able to help 
hundreds of needy people instead of feeding the Mugabe 
regime, and although I have no plans to return to Zimbabwe  
in the near future, I would recommend the Victoria Falls area 
to anyone with a taste for adventure on an extremely low 
budget.

Correction
 Our apologies to local 
chiropractor Dr. Dwayne 
Hooper for publishing the 
wrong phone number in 
his article in One Body, 
One Life last month.
 For anyone who 
phoned Dr. Hooper’s of-

talking to a dentist - sorry!

number is 905-985-3624.

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

1 year powertrain warranty 
Good, reliable certified vehicles 

from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available

Sear
Tailoring &
Professional  
Alteration

905-982-1955
1869 Scugog St., Unit 4
Port Perry

16 Years Experience

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

DON’T FEAR THE RECESSION…

RIDE IT OUT! 
You earned it. You deserve it. We’ve got it.

FARM • RESIDENTIAL • AUTOMOBILE
COMMERCIAL • WATERCRAFT

Available Discounts Include: Multi-vehicle/Multi-policy/
New Home/Mature Driver (50+)/Retiree/Short Commute

Convenient monthly payment plans available.

For personal service and competitive rates, contact us at

Toll Free: 1-800-461-1468

Brown & Brethour
Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Proudly
representing



Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

 The 6th Annual Scugog Spring Garden Show, hosted by 
the Pine Ridge Garden Club and the Township of Scugog is 
only two months away. The show features a variety of ven-

garden displays.
 Mark your calendar now - don’t miss this great show.
 Date: April 18, 19
 Location: Scugog Community Centre     
                   1655 Reach St., Port Perry
 Information: Call Shirley Love at 
       905-986-5330 or email at
        shlove@sympatico.ca

   SPRING 
GARDEN SHOW

The Scugog 
Choral Society’s 
next production is 
“They’re Playing 

Our Song,” and 
hits the stage next 

month. The play is 
set in the early 1980s, and covers a 

time span of about a year. Much of the music has an 80s 
pop/disco feel to it. Herschel Rosen is directing SCS for 

the band. Tristan Smith, the Producer, is assisted by Judy 
Anderson. Heather Johnson has the lead role as Sonia.  
 Dates: March 26 - April 4
 Location: Town  Hall 1873
 Tickets: available at Meta4 Gallery

 Multiple ‘Juno Award’ winner 
Stephen Fearing will be the 
guest performer at the 
Greenbank Folk Music 
society later this month.  
Stephen is one of the 
foremost performing 
singer-songwriters in 
Canada today. Mixing 
powerful lyrics, cre-
ative arrangements and 
brilliant guitar playing, 
Fearing has built up a loyal 
and dedicated international 
audience.
 Date: Saturday, March 14
 Showtime: 8:00 p.m.
 Location: Greenbank Centennial Hall   
            Greenbank, Ont.
 Tickets: $20 each and available at: 
  Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge, 905-852-4282 
  P.O.E. Design, Port Perry, 905-985-0060

 P
Conservation Authority’s Annual Maple Syrup Festival, 
Purple Woods Conservation Area soon. Drop by the 
festival and visit the sugar bush. It’s a great family outing! 
Sorry, no pets allowed. Please note admission does not 
include pancakes or wagon ride.
 Date: March Break - March 14 to 22 and weekends 
          - March 28, 29 & April 4, 5
 Tickets: Adults $3., Children and Seniors $2 
 Information: - for full details on prices and times visit 
the website - www.cloca.com/msf/index.html
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905-985-8451

238 Queen St., 
Downtown Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE

Front:  Diane, Jill, Dr. Hardy, Dr. Cottrell, Collette, Judy B.
2nd Row:  Cheryl, Leslie, Michelle C., Mini, Barbara, Stephanie, Carly, Judy C.
3rd Row:  Sandra, Sheila, Kimberlee, Angela, Shona, Shelley, Dr. Banfield
Back:  Paige, Kate, Brenna, Terry, Michelle A., Dr. Gales, Dr. Isenberg, Selena, Michelle C-G 

Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr. C. Banfield

Dr.  J. Hardy 
Dr.  J. Isenberg 

Dr.  Edward King 
Orthodontist
Dr.  Thomas McIntyre 
Periodontist

Dr.  G. Gales

Meet Our Entire Staff
     

For one low monthly rate you get:
• 140 + Channels including On Demand
• Lite High-Speed Internet
• Home Phone Service with Voicemail,  
   Call Display & Call Waiting
• No Hidden Fees
• No Contracts

905.985.8171 • www.compton.net

WATCH, TALK & SURF
TV, PHONE, INTERNET 

PACKAGE
$9479

per month
+ Applicable 
taxes

$9804
per month

+ Applicable
taxes



www.kerrtravel.ca

MULTI-DAY TOURSMULTI-DAY TOURS

5 DAYS A WEEK!
with pick ups in 
Pickering ~ Ajax 

Oshawa
Port Perry

DAY TRIPPIN’

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

Mar. 4 “The Color Purple” - 
 Canon Theatre, Toronto
Mar. 21 Canada Blooms - Toronto
Apr. 8 “Good Rockin’ Tonight -
 Sanderson Centre, Brantford
Apr. 25 Niagara Falls, NY
 Outlet Mall Shopping
Apr. 28 Discover Toronto!
Apr. 29 “West Side Story” - Stratford

May 7, 12 Tulipmania in Ottawa
May 14 Buddy Wasisname & The Other Fellers
May 20 “The Sound of Music” - Toronto
May 21 St. Jacobs Country
May 23 Boulevard Mall, Buffalo NY Shopping
May 25 Castle Grounds & Jackpot Sounds
May 28 Geritol Follies - Hamilton
June 4 The Walters Family in Concert
July 29 “Jersey Boys” - Toronto

  ATLANTIC CITY ESCAPE
 4 Days  ~ Apr. 26-29, 2009 Only $399.00 p.p.

OTTAWA, MONTREAL & MAGOG
 5 Days  ~ May 4-8, 2009 Call for more details

MACKINAC ISLAND LILAC FESTIVAL
 4 Days  ~ June 12-15, 2009 Call for more details

GETAWAY TO THE 1000 ISLANDS
 2 Days  ~ June 23-24, 2009 Call for more details

NEW YORK CITY
 4 Days  ~ Sept. 11-14, 2009 Call for more details

André Rieureturns to Toronto
April 17/09

905-985-8474
10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry

Get a Grip on Winter with these Great Savings 

When temperatures plummet, starting your engine can 
take twice as much current as it does on warmer days.
You may need to replace your battery if:
• Your vehicle has trouble starting
•  The eye (if equipped) on your battery is dark or clear

Battery Offer

$10995 ACDelco® 75-60 series battery
5 year warranty

Whatever winter 
throws your way 
this season, make 
sure your vehicle is 
equipped to handle it. 

Winter wiper blades have a rubber boot that helps prevent snow and ice 
build-up and a riveted steel superstructure that provides strength and durability.
ACDelco® Optikleen washer fluid contains ingredients that protect against 
freezing to 35º C
You may need to replace your wiper blades if:
• Your current blades leave streaks or miss sections of your windshield
• Your current blades leave a  haze on the windshield
• You haven’t replaced them in the past 12 months or don’t recall ever replacing them

Wiper Blades & Optikleen Washer Fluid Offers

$4995 $2995Winter wiper blades and 
Optikleen Package

All Season wiper blades and 
Optikleen Washer Fluid Package.
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50% Off our Top 50 Larson – Juhl wood 
custom picture frames

25% Off   all other Larson – Juhl wood 
custom picture frames

Valid until April 30/2009

“Hold on to your Dreams” by Steve Hanks $499 framed

Frame Your Vacation photos, 
ticket stubs, shells, or post cards to 

preserve special memories
NEW!

905-985-8451

238 Queen St., 
Downtown Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr. C. Banfi eld

Dr.  J. Hardy 
Dr.  J. Isenberg 

Dr.  Edward King 
Orthodontist
Dr.  Thomas McIntyre 
Periodontist

Dr.  G. Gales

APRIL IS ORAL HEALTH MONTH

FREE
WHITENING

with
New Patient Exam*

*some restrictions 
apply

MORE
WHITENING
SPECIALS

Call for
Details

It’s Spring 
   Cleaning Time!

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE
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Cover Picture
 One of Scugog’s best music 
treasures is tucked away in the  
small village of Greenbank. 
Mogens Galberg has been run-
ning the Greenbank Folk Music 
Society for the past 13 years 
from the cosy Greenbank Hall. 
Seating 100 people in cabaret 
style, the venue features top 
talent from across Canada. 
See story on page 9.
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 ““If the weeds don’t show improvement or something’s not done, we will have 
to seriously look at another location because of the safety aspect.  We’re really 
fortunate we haven’t had any emergencies but we have to be prepared.”

CAROL GONDER
Comments made last month in a Port Perry Star article about the problems being caused by 

excessive weeds in Lake Scugog during the Dragon Boat Festival slated for June 20. 

Quote
of the month

    Inside Focus
MAILBOX - opinions and comments from our readers  .....................   2
PURE GOLD - local graduate heads large gold company  .................. 3
DID YOU KNOW - tidbits of useful information .................................... 8
FOLK MUSIC SOCIETY - keeping the music alive .............................. 9
THUMBS - rating events and decisions in the community  ...............  12
WHIZ KIDS - spotlight on Scugog’s young entrepreneurs ................. 13
THIS OLD HOUSE - a look at Scugog’s historic homes .....................16
LIFE PARTNERS - local couple celebrate 70 years together ...........  24
THE GRAIN ELEVATOR - history of a local landmark  .......................26
SPRING STUDIO TOUR - featuring artisan Dan Gallagher ...............28
BARNS OF DURHAM - selection of NDPA photos .............................35
TRAVELON - Jonathan van Bilsen’s travel experiences .....................38
WHAT’S UP SCUGOG - upcoming events around town ....................40

FOCUS - APRIL 2009  3   



4  FOCUS - APRIL 2009   

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

To the Editor:
 My name isn’t important, but I believe the story I’m about 
to tell is. I live in this small rural town close to a huge bustling 
city. In the city people move at a much faster pace than we do 
and rarely take time to know their community, let alone their 
neighbour.  
 In saying that, how in the world would they get to know 
their postman or woman? I guess they simply don’t. It is too  
bad because most mail carriers are wonderful, caring, honest 
community minded individuals who really are dedicated to the 
job they do.  
 It is unfortunate that in every walk of life a “bad apple” 
turns up and this person for whatever reason makes a mistake 
and because it is a small town that we live in, all hell breaks 
loose. Neighbours talk over their fences, on the internet or their 
assortment of phones and the indiscretion is published in the 
paper and discussed in coffee shops and on the main street.  
 In the blink of an eye every mail person is tarred with the 
same brush. These kind gentle souls feel embarrassment and 
think their integrity is in question, even their religious belief.
 How sad - how very very sad!
 These are the people who for years have delivered your mail, 
your packages, your newspapers. These are the same people 
who return your keys when you leave them in a community 
mail box. They return your wallets, your purses and sometimes 
they even return your children. 
 These are the same people who stand outside in weather; 
freezing cold, sleet, rain, blizzard, snowstorms, temperatures so 
cold you won’t let your dog out. These are the people who stop 
to help someone in trouble on the back roads, who have chased 
your sheep and goats, helped round up your cattle and brought 

Dear Readers:
  I would like to start by thanking all of the staff at Focus on 
Scugog for publishing the article on my company Accessible 
Travel Adventures Inc. and all of their readers for the support 
and kind words I have received. 
 I would just like to address the reference made to “dona-
tions” in the article as there has been some confusion. I would 
like to clarify that we are not asking for public donations we 
just wanted to let everyone know about the company and the 
services we provide. 
 We receive funding from the inspections we complete and  
the travel agency we are adding soon. It was not my intention 
to ask the public for funding.
 I would like  to thank you again for your continued sup-
port and encouragement. 

Lindsey Young
President

Accessible Travel Adventures 

Please turn to page 33

Centre for the Performing Arts
Town Hall 1873

presents…

Meta4

200 Queen St., Port Perry

905-985-2435   • 1-888-985-2435

www.townhall1873.ca

One of the most exciting 

bands around, the 

Toronto All-Star 

 Big Band  revives 

the spirit, style and 

sound of 1930’s and 

40’s – that golden 

age of the big bands. 

Saturday April 18, 2009

8:00 p.m. 

Tickets $40.00 available at:

N OW  O P E N

• Yoga Classes - all levels • Pilates
• Spring Detox Workshop

MARIA CARR
Registered Holistic Nutritionist

183 Casimir St., Unit B, Port Perry • 905.441.7874
www.portperryfl owyoga.com •  fl owyogastudio@hotmail.com

905-985-3624
175 North St., Port Perry 

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Dwayne Hooper BSc, DC

l Relief for back, neck, joint & 
muscle pain, & headaches…

l Treatment of sports, work, accident
injuries, & arthritic pain

l Gentle & safe treatments including
rehab and custom orthotics
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Tye Burt is CEO of
 the world’s largest 

gold mining company

Where are they now?

Tye W. Burt
President and  

Kinross Gold Corporation

     The story of Tye Burt, 
a former graduate of Port 
Perry High School, is one 
of Canada’s great business 
success stories. Recently 
he was nominated to the 
top fifty business success 
stories by Investor 500. His 
success has also been writ-
ten up in Forbes, the presti-
gious business magazine.
     Tye was a popular 
student at Port Perry High 

School and was involved in football, skiing, music and drama. 
He graduated from Port Perry High School in 1975 and entered 
the University of Guelph. 
 “I have always felt proud of graduating from Port Perry 
High School,” Tye states. “I gained such a solid education there 
as there were so many dedicated teachers on staff, John Scott 
taught French, John Barton, math, Diane Lackie, English and 
my father in science.”
 Tye is now the Chief Executive Officer of Kinross Gold 
Corporation, a Canadian company, and the top performing 
gold equity company in the world in 2008. Presently its stock is 
the top performing stock on the Toronto and New York Stock 
Exchanges and has been for three years. Key to this success has 
been Tye Burt’s management of the company since becoming 
its CEO in 2002
 After graduating from the University of Guelph with a 
degree in history, he decided to work for a year before  
entering  Osgoode Hall Law School.
 He practiced law for a year before he began working for 
the Bank of Montreal’s Nesbitt Burns in 1986.  Here he devel-
oped an interest and skill in business mergers and acquisitions. 
“This is where I began to feel that I had found my niche,” he 
says.  In 1995 he became managing director of Global Mining at 
BMO Nesbitt Burns.
 His success in that area of corporate financing attracted 

the attention of a number of banking companies and in 1997 he 
became the chairman of Deutsche Bank Canada. His next move 
was to Barrick Gold as vice chairman and executive director of 
corporate development.
 In 2002 Kinross Gold was experiencing some difficulties, 
and lured him away from Barrick and asked him to take control 
of its company.  “It didn’t take me long to realize that Kinross 
had mines with aging ore bodies, and many of its operations, 
including our Canadian mines, were stifled with high taxes and 
excessive labour costs,” he asserts. 
 Tye heads up an eight person management team in To-
ronto and has now streamlined the company by closing unprof-
itable mines, selling off the Canadian company and focusing 
on efficiency and performance from his staff.   Kinross employs 
5,500 people worldwide with 140 of those at the head office in 
Toronto. 

 Presently the company has 
gold mines in the United States, 
Brazil, Chile, and Russia and 
is exploring in Ecuador and 
Mexico. 
 In spite of the pressures of 
travelling around the globe, in 
order to ensure the company’s 
efficiency he takes time to join 
his family in Toronto where they 
live.
 Tye met his wife Janet in 
Muskoka while golfing at her 
father’s Kirrie Glen Golf Course 

on the shores of Lake Muskoka. Janet now manages the beauti-
ful 2,830 yard nine hole course.
 The Burt’s have three children, 17 year old Andrew, Annie, 
15 and Mary, 10, all who share their parents’ love of skiing and 
sailing. 
 Tye developed a love of those two sports through his par-
ents Larry and Diane, who still reside in Port Perry. His father, 

Please turn to page 4

“I have always 
felt proud of 
graduating 

from 
Port Perry 

High School,”
. . . Tye Burt
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Continued from page 3

“We thought that if we ever won  
the lottery we would love to own a 
schooner like the Atlantica,”. . . Tye Burt

Healing PointsHealing PointsHealing Points

Acupuncture
Susanne Schmid

A!"#"$!%"&'(%

Relieves: ~ stress
 ~  head, neck and 

back pain
~ arthritis

 ~ carpal tunnel
 ~ vertigo

…  and many more
Call Susanne 905 244 4336
1894 Scugog St., (Food Basics Plaza) 
Port Perry
Tuesdays, ! ursdays and Fridays 
8am - 8pm by appointment only

Complimentary 
Consultation

TREAT THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM
                  !  NOT JUST THE SYMPTOM

204 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2172

Fresh baked pies, hot cross buns, 
dinner rolls, gingerbread Easter 

bunnies and of course Easter egg 
cakes and bunny cakes too.

who retired several years ago from teaching science at Port 
Perry High School, was instrumental in the development of 
Skyloft Ski Resort near Chalk Lake, south of Port Perry. Tye’s 
mother Diana is still a ski instructor at the  Skyloft club. 
      Tye, Janet and the children all share a real passion for sail-
ing and share the enjoyment with Tye’s parents. He remembers 
his father buying a sailboat in Nova Scotia and bringing it to 
Port Perry where the family enjoyed sailing on Lake Scugog 
during the 1970s.  
     “When visiting Expo 67 in Montreal, my dad and I spent 
many hours marvelling as we watched David Stevens build a 
52 foot schooner at an exhibit in the Atlantic Provinces Pavil-
ion. The vessel was named Atlantica,” Tye recalls.
     “We couldn’t get over the quality of the workmanship and 
the graceful design of the schooner.  We thought that if we ever 
won the lottery we would love to own a schooner like that.”   
 Years later while visiting their summer home in Lunen-
burg, Tye and Janet saw an advertisement for “boat for sale.” It 
was the same Atlantica they had marvelled at years earlier.
 The schooner had seen better days and was in dire need of 
restoration, but this did not deter them. They bought the vessel 
and gave the Atlantica a full refit including new masts and rig-
ging, new mahogany planks below the waterline, a new power 
plant and many updated safety features. 
 In 2003 the Atlantica was relaunched and immediately 
began its winning ways, first of all the Pelham Trophy for 
schooner restoration and then many awards in competition in-
cluding the Premier’s Cup in 2004 and 2005 and the prestigious 
Cunard Trophy in 2004 and 2006.
 The family now spends many pleasant hours every sum-
mer sailing the graceful schooner out of Lunenberg.
 In spite of his commitment to his family and the success of 
Kinross Gold Corp.,  Tye still finds time to serve on the  Board 
of Directors of the University of Guelph and the Duke of Edin-
burgh Awards. 
 Tye attributes his success to hard work and, as he para-
phrases Winston Churchill, “never give up.” 

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog
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• Full Service Marina
• Covered & Open Boat Slips 

available. Water and Hydro 
with each slip
• Boat Repair
• Fishing Boat Rentals
• Licenced mechanic on site 

for Boat & Motor Repairs
• Boat Launch
• Snack Bar
• Fishing Equipment

• Boaters Operator licences
• Open & Covered Boat Storage

• Minnows & Worms

495 Carnegie Beach Road
Port Perry

905-985-8200
www.scugogislandmarina.ca

Island
Marina
Island
Marina

Scugog
40 minutes to Lindsay 

via the Trent Canal
Your new hosts

Frank & Connie
Come and see our new look
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Changing

 Despite a sagging economy and a proliferation of ‘doom 
and gloom’ about how bad a state the world is in, Scugog 
Township businesses appear to be holding their own. And 
now that some better weather - including sunshine and 
warmer temperatures - has arrived there’s a new feeling of 
optimism in the business community.
 While not a lot to report this month - and that’s part of 
the good sign - there are a few things that we can report that 
have taken place since the last edition of Focus.
 Along Queen St., Turquoise has opened its doors once 
again after a brief shutdown during February. Nice to see 
this spot up and going again.
 And as reported last month, the new dental office in the 
Old Simcoe Centre has now officially opened its doors and is 
taking on new patients.
 Two blocks south of Queen St., a no frills Mattress Outlet 
has recently opened at 180 Casimir St. location. Not much 
info on this one, but they sell all sizes of mattresses.

 
 With spring finally upon us, local golfers will be happy 
to hear that ownership of the beautiful King’s Bay Golf Club, 
at Seagrave, has been taken over by GolfNorth. King’s Bay is 
an upscale, nine-hole golf course which has won numerous 
accolades. GolfNorth also operates the Canterbury Common 
Golf Club in Port Perry.

Geese sitting on the edge of ice on Lake Scugog.

A “fab” night of shopping, friendship & indulgence!

Sponsored by the Downtown Port Perry BIA
For more information, visit www.discoverportperry.ca

It’s ladies night 
in beautiful 
downtown 
Port Perry!

It’s ladies night 
in beautiful 
downtown 
Port Perry!

Friday, April 24
6:00 - 10:00 pm
Friday, April 24
6:00 - 10:00 pm

For the ! rst time, Diva’s Night is on a 
FRIDAY NIGHT.

Share the news! Tell all your girlfriends!
Make it an overnight stay!

Great in-store specials 
all night long

Live Jazz on the street
Great giveaways every hour on the hour

For the ! rst time, Diva’s Night is on a 
FRIDAY NIGHT.

Share the news! Tell all your girlfriends!
Make it an overnight stay!

Great in-store specials 
all night long

Live Jazz on the street
Great giveaways every hour on the hour
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‘Getting  Dressed’ 1800s style
 A unique show comes to Scu-
gog later this month when Sarah 
Walker and Diane Reid of “His-
torical Fashions on Show” will 

bring their interactive program “Getting Dressed” 
to Port Perry.
 Using reproduction garments they will pres-
ent ladies’ clothing styles of the 1880s. Beginning 
with corset and petticoats they will completely 
dress a live female model demonstrating the 
fashions of the period. A gentleman will also be 
dressed in the men’s formal wear of the times.
 Sarah Walker has been involved in historical 
costume reproductions for over a decade. After 
serving as a director of the Scarborough Historical 
Museum, making and designing period costumes 
for the Museum’s interpreters, she teamed up 
with Diane Reid to establish their own specialty 
company, Fashion History Productions.  
 Together they have given presentations to 
various organizations across Ontario including 
the CNE, numerous museums, historical societies, 
country fairs and theatrical groups. 
 The presentation will take place at the Pres-
byterian Church on Queen Street in Port Perry 
on Tuesday, April 21 beginning at 7:30 p.m. The 
public is cordially invited to attend. 
 Admission to “Getting Dressed” is free for 
Lake Scugog Historical Society members. There is 
a minimal charge of $2 each for non members.
 The Lake Scugog Historical Society invites the 

general public to be entertained 
and to participate in this special 
program.

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry YOUR NEIGHBOU
R
S

O
W

NE
D & OPERATED BY

Open from 7:00am to 10:00pm

Together we can help the environment

Choose a
greener way
to shop!
Bring it!
Your own bags or boxes

 PC® Green™

  Canada’s Greenest  

   Shopping Bag

        PC® G.R.E.E.N™ Box

Don’t forget – just place your reusable bags or boxes in the 
trunk after each use and you’ll always have them on hand.

We’re doing our part
• As a cornerstone to our 20th anniversary of PC® Green™ Products and our 

ongoing commitment to respect the environment, Loblaw Companies Limited 

will no longer be providing complimentary plastic shopping bags at check-out, 

but will be available for a small charge of 5¢ each.

• The new 5¢ plastic shopping bag will be of a quality that can be reused several 

times, should customers prefer to continue using plastic bags. However, we 

hope that you would rather adopt the use of a longer-term reusable bag option.

• The majority of the proceeds from the sale of plastic shopping bags will be used 

to cover the cost of the Loblaw plastic bag reduction program. Partial proceeds 

from Vos Independent will be donated to environmental charities/groups.

Pitch-in
and help the
community 
of Scugog

ALL PROCEEDS FROM 

VOS INDEPENDENT 

GO TO OPERATION SCUGOG
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      The Scugog Chamber of Commerce and Port 
Perry BIA have packed up and moved about 60 feet 
south on Perry St. to share office facilities and rent 
with the United Way. Cash strapped by the cost of 
space in the Scugog Visitor and Business Centre, the 
two organizations have teamed up with United Way, 
which is also struggling financially with its $1,500 

monthly rent. The groups will continue to provide information about 
the community, but plan to return to their objective of  providing more 
services and support to their members. The move was to have taken 
place by the end of March.

 Organizers of the popular annual Dragon 
Boat Festival, held on Lake Scugog each summer, 
are concerned about the heavy concentration of 
weeds along the race route.
 In fact they are so worried they are suggest-
ing they may have to look for another location 
to hold the popular and profitable fundraising 
events if something can not be done.

 Concerns raised by members of the event are primarily the safety 
of the paddlers and they are hoping that officials with the Trent-Severn 
Waterways and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans can expedite 
the trimming or removal of weeds along the 500 meter route.
 This year’s event is scheduled for June 20 and organizers say they 
have a full slate of racers, 1,400 paddlers making up 56 teams regis-
tered for the event.

1

2

just a few things we think are worth  

knowing... if you didn’t already

IN THE NEWS

 Beginning with this issue 
of Focus on Scugog, we will 
begin to spotlight some 
of the amazing accom-
plishments of a new 
generation of young 
Scugog residents.
 Fittingly named 
Whiz Kids - we will 
highlight the early suc-
cesses of a number of  
local high school grads, 
who have gone on to 
achieve so much in their 
careers, in so few years.
 With negative publicity 
about youth so prominent 
in the media today, we 
take delight in focusing 
on some of the bright, 
rising stars from Scugog, 
as they begin to make a 
name for themselves in 
the world of business.
 We begin our feature 
this month with 24 year 
old Ashley Howat  
(seen here) who has 
recently been se-
lected as a recipient 
of the “Top 30 Under 30” award by the Ontario 
Hostelry Institute. See her story on page 13.
 We welcome suggestions from our readers on 
other young men and women who have attained 
high status in their chosen fields. We can not 
guarantee all will be featured - but all will be 
considered.
 Please forward your suggestions to Whiz Kids 
at focus@observerpub.ca.

Scugog’s 
Whiz Kids

Opening in 2009

       For a “pre-tour” visit our Presentation Centre at:

26 Water Street, Port Perry, Ontario • 905-985-2002 •

       For a “pre-tour” visit our Presentation Centre 

70%
Reserved!

www.portperryvilla.com

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

KITCHEN 
CUPBOARDS

(Over $10,000 value new)

uppers and lowers, look like 
new. Ready for pick up.

$2,000 for full set.
Evenings: 905-985-3089

Days: 905-449-6690
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did you know?
Effective March 31, residents of Scugog Township, along with their counter-
parts in Uxbridge, Brock and Clarington began receiving weekly “blue box” 
collection, rather than every other week.  Another change is the reduction 
of regular household garbage pick up to every other week, with a four bag 
limit every two weeks. “Green bin” collection will continue on a weekly 

-

 The new schedule brings the four municipalities in line with the remainder of 

the Region of Durham which is already on a similar schedule.

local residents, is the deposit site for used batteries, which should not be 

the hazardous waste depot at the local transfer station to be stored until 
they are sent to a recycling plant in Port Colborne.
 The next time you take batteries out of your converter, radio or other elec-

disposed of safely and properly.

Canadian Blood Services, operators of the local 

holding monthly clinics in Port Perry beginning in 

56 days. Mobile blood donor clinics will 
be held at the Scugog Community Cen-

-
ferred but not necessary, and it only 
takes about an hour of your time. 
      On average, every 60 seconds 

someone in Canada requires blood or 

blood components, and since they have 

a limited shelf life, demand is constant. 

One donation can improve or save up 

to three lives, and every usable part 

of your donation goes to a patient in 

need. Call 1-888-2-DONATE for an 

appointment.

giving the gift of life

recycle old batteries

weekly blue box collection

Cruising on Lake Scugog will continue 
-

ers of the popular Woodman cruise ship 
have struck a deal with Scugog Township 

The Woodman has exclusive dock-
ing privileges at the municipal dock  in 
Palmer Park.
The Woodman, which is owned by Betty 

Scugog during the summer of 2003.

welcome aboard



 Light years from the high-voltage commercialism of Aerosmith, Justin 
Timberlake, and 50 Cent beats the healthy heart of a simpler music scene.  
 Its musicians don’t arrive in airplanes, to be whisked away to the closest 
five-star; artists make their own travel arrangements, occasionally bunking 
overnight at the promoter’s modest Scugog home.  
 Its devotees don’t reserve seats over the internet through an agency, or line 
up for wristbands; the shows’ promoters set aside tickets at the door on the 
strength of a phone call without requiring a credit card.  
 Its venues don’t double as sports stadiums; a 100-seat community hall, 
arranged cabaret-style, provides an intimate atmosphere between performers 
and audience.
 “Roots music is definitely a niche market,” said Mogens Galberg, head 
of the Greenbank Folk Music Society (GFMS). “The artists aren’t motivated 
by money or trying to become part of the ‘star-making machinery.’ They’re 
talented, often laid-back people who just want to remain working in the music 
business for a lifetime.”
 “Roots music” draws its influences from diverse cultural backgrounds: 
Celtic, African, Mountain, and Klezmer (a style of eastern European Jewish 
origin) all expert influence on the genre.  Mogens offers a less complicated 
explanation of its origins.
 “It’s ‘kitchen’ music,” he said. “The kind you’d make up in your home 
with a group of friends.  But it does contain all those traditional elements, and 
those formed the beginnings of modern music.”
 The Greenbank Folk Music Society brings folk acts regularly to the village’s 
Centennial Community Hall, drawing an audience, according to Mogens, from 
“Bowmanville to Lake Simcoe, even Toronto.”
 The GFMS traces back its beginning sixteen years when Mogens and fel-
low organizer George Rizsanyi drove home together after attending similar 
concerts at Oshawa’s Vital Spark Folk Club. The pair agreed that no such outlet 
existed in their area, though the demand might.  What they knew did exist was 
a local hall with great acoustics which could serve as a perfect venue for their 
vision.  
 Their energy supplied the remaining ingredient, and a non-profit organi-
zation was born. Over time, the Society has prospered, swelling to include a 
sizable group of dedicated volunteers.
 “George and I chose the word ‘society’ at first because we thought it 
sounded cool. But our group’s really become an entity over time. Everyone 
knows his job and the work gets done well with little discussion.” 
 The current list of organizers includes some with specific, valuable skills. 
Rene Demers, a graphic artist, creates posters, art, and prints tickets.  Don 
Mitchell, an accountant, keeps the books.
 But more requirements need to be satisfied in order to make the evenings 
a success. Brian Logan provides media contact. Tony Burns keeps the group’s 
website updated. Mario Panici, Dean Mitchell, and Cathy Galberg work on 
setup, cleanup, and tend the door on show nights, while Jane Demers sells raf-
fle tickets inside.
 That leaves central communication and bookings to Mogens. His choices 

Keeping The
 Music Alive

Greenbank Folk Music Society

Please turn to page 10

Mogens Galberg, top, has been operating the 
Greenbank Folk Music Society concerts for the past 
13 years. He is seen below with Stephen Fearing, a 
recent performer at the group’s monthly concerts.
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reflect his personal taste, tempered with a 
touch of practicality.
 “The act has to turn me on so I’ll get 
behind it and sell tickets.  And we need to sell 
tickets to survive.”
 The label “folk music” often conjures 
visions of solo guitarists, but Mogens insists 
this description is far from complete where 
GFMS shows are concerned.
 ”We paint ‘folk’ with a pretty broad 
brush,” he explains. “Our concerts reflect 
diversity.”  
 “We’re not the conservative kind of folkies 
who booed Dylan at the Newport Folk Festi-
val back in ’65 [for playing an electric guitar].  
The acts we book all play intelligent music 
with meaningful lyrics – not only ‘I love you’ 
– and people will always respond to that.”
 The audience for the group’s frequently 
sold out concerts includes people from all 
walks of life.  Often, Mogens says, musicians 
will come to Greenbank to watch others play.
 While they don’t seek the high profile 
spotlight, a few folk performers do find mass 
acceptance – “in spite of themselves,” Mogens 
says.  He maintains a uniformly positive view 
of these musicians.
 “Gordon Lightfoot, Joni Mitchell, perform-
ers of that stature…no, they’re not sell-outs, 
they just got grabbed up by the market.”
 The Society’s 2009 lineup remains only 
partially booked.  
 “We’re a ‘seat of our pants’ operation so 
we need to know where we are financially 
before booking too far into the future.  We’ve 
had occasional grants, but mostly we rely on 
each concert to pay for itself.”
 What he can confirm, and does so with 
considerable pride, is that the group’s recent 
concert with Stephen Fearing and Brian Mc-
Millan was its 135th show. Fearing is a well 
known name, McMillan a relative newcomer 
whose presence as opening act represented 
another GFMS tradition.
 “Brian’s a great new performer,” Mogens 
said.  “We like to provide an opportunity for 
local, budding musicians.”
 There’s no question music brings joy to 
Mogens’ life.  Three acoustic guitars share 
prominence in his living room, alongside a 
pair of horns and a concertina perched on a 
side table.  He reveals proudly that his two 
daughters are music teachers.
 “I love most kinds of music,” he says.  
“Not just roots music, but mainstream pop, 
rock, jazz, country, even some hiphop.  Any 
music that’s done well, and done honestly 
– it’s okay with me.”

Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 9
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One pair of shoes… 
just switch the 
straps to match all 
your outfits!

change your look, not your sole!

®
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5 High Street, 
Port Perry

905-982-7433
www.tessandras.com
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Joseph Ribkoff
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Made in Canada
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KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
                all year round
   Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual,
                   Prom, Evening 
                        Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

Family Fashion Feature

Ooh La La! LingerieOoh La La! LingerieOoh La La! LingerieOoh La La! Lingerie

VANELLA BRA
Cup Sizes B-G

Underwire 32-46
Non Underwire 34-42

Mastectomy A-E 32-42

VANELLA BRA
Cup Sizes B-G

Underwire 32-46
Non Underwire 34-42

Mastectomy A-E 32-42
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PLUS SIZE BRAS • SLEEPWEAR • TEENS • LADIES
143 Perry Street, Port Perry • 905.982.1143

oohlalaport@yahoo.ca

Come in to see our new beautiful location.

      New
 SpringArrivals

www.overhershoulder.com
 141 Perry St., Port Perry, On  •  905.982.0629

NOW IN
CONNECTING

ROOMS

Fuchsia Red - sensual and seductive, adds a sense of elegance
Salmon Rose
Palace Blue - classic, spring navy-like tone for sparkle
Lucite Green
Super Lemon
Dark Citron
Lavender
Vibrant Green - quintessential spring hue, brings a lushness to the pallette
Slate Gray - cool bluish-green undertoned nuanced neutral
Rose Dust -  not a typical neutral with its subtle rose undertones
www.fashiontrendsetter.com

Top 10 Colours offer Selection of Brights and Neutrals,
Providing Optimism and Stability for Spring
Pantone Fashion Colour Report for Spring 2009
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Thumbs Up - to local animal advocate Kathy Dudley on the suc-
cess of her most recent “Super Pet Calendar,” which this 
year raised more than $10,000 for the Uxbridge-Scugog 

has raised a whopping $38,000 for the shelter, which is used to 
neuter, spay and help cover veterinarian costs for the animals at 
the shelter. Two paws up for Kathy. 

Thumbs Down - to any bus driver who would consider getting 
into a school bus with alcohol on their breath, let alone 
with their level over the legal blood-alcohol limit. Thank-
fully last month an alert citizen helped to avert a poten-

tial lethal situation by calling the police after seeing a bus driver 
-

hol. So a thumbs up to the alert citizen - and two thumbs down 
to the impaired driver.

Thumbs Down - 
Port Perry Beer Store patron who feels the store is 
consistently understaffed. Following are his comments. 
“The wait times to the counter is unbelievable! Come 

on guys, do consistent long line ups not mean anything? In 
this current economy, customer service is more important 
than ever... oops I forgot... the beer store has an almost virtual 
monopoly on selling beer with the exception of LCBO.”

Thumbs

905-985-8474
10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry

The All In One Event includes:

1. 3 years (or more) no charge Goodwrench Service maintenance
2. 2 years of safety and security with OnStar® Directions and Connections Plan
3. 2 years of listening pleasure with 130 Satellite channels from XM Satellite Radio

TM

4.  All backed by the best coverage in Canada with the GM 5 year/160,000 km 
Powertrain Component Limited Warranty                                   

Check out the all-in-one package 
the competition wishes it had!

2009 Sierra

2009 Montana Sv6

Become an artist for a 
   day or a lifetime

Art classes & workshops 
guaranteed to open your eyes, 

info@meta4gallery.ca  • www.meta4gallery.ca

META4 
Contemporary Craft Gallery

905-985-1534

Now taking spring registrations!

Original, Unique & 

Exceptional Works 

for Original, Unique & 

Exceptional People.

*  New! Glassblowing – 
Full details on our website.



Whiz
    Kids!

  

Born: December 24, 1984
Residence: Nestleton, Ontario
Graduate: Port Perry High School - 2003
 University of Guelph - 2007
Current Employment: Service Manager
 Canyon Creek Chophouse

 When Ashley Howat first met the president of SIR Corp (Service 
Inspired Restaurants), she had no idea who he was, but the impression 
she made in that brief meeting two years ago landed her a management 
position with one of the corporations 45 restaurants. 
 In less than a year as a manager of a Canyon Creek Chophouse, 
Ashley became so well respected and liked by both staff and management 
that she was honoured by being named to the Ontario Hostelry Institute’s 
(OHI) “Top 30 Under 30.”
 The “Top 30 Under 30” is an annual recognition program that celebrates 
the hospitality and food service industry’s top 30 young professionals. The 
award program recognizes future generations of hospitality leaders who are 
already making a difference.
 In nominating Ashley, Marion Jobe, Research Chair in Tourism at 
Guelph University said, “Ashley personifies the calibre of excellence ex-
emplified by past winners of the OHI’s program and it was a pleasure to 
support her nomination.”
 Karalyn White, general manager of Canyon Creek Chophouse also 
spoke highly of Ashley. “Despite having graduated a year earlier, her 
skills and work ethic far surpass many in the industry and she would be 
an excellent choice. Even as a first year manager her positive mindset and 
exceptional leadership style, has gained the trust and respect of the entire 
team,” she wrote in her nomination.
 Then last month, Ashley received the unbelievable letter announcing 
she had been selected to receive the honour and she would be recognized 
at an OHI gala Gold Award Dinner later this month along with her col-
leagues.
 “The award was a bit of a shock. I wasn’t expecting it,” Ashley said 
recently in an interview with Focus on Scugog.
 So how was it that Ashley was able to attain this lofty level in her 
young career so quickly?
 Her abilities were recognized long before she attended university in 
Guelph. In fact, as far back as 2002, while a student at Port Perry High 
School she was impressing her teachers and fellow students.
 Then principal Tim Taylor spoke highly of Ashley, saying she spar-
kles with energy and enthusiasm. “She is an exceptional young woman. 
Her intellectual abilities, people skills, maturity and sensitivity hold 
much promise in the future for her and for those around her.”
 After graduating from Port Perry High School, she enrolled in the  
school of hospitality and tourism management at Guelph University 
where she excelled, being chosen Valedictorian in 2007.
 Following her graduation from Guelph University, Ashley teamed 

ASHLEY HOWAT
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golfscugog

Country Lane Golf Course

•Memberships •Pay as you play
•Tournaments and leagues welcome

•Tee times and power carts available
•Pro Shop •Snack Bar •Fully Licensed

~ Open through 2010 ~

18 Hole Executive Par 64 Course

4145 Country Lane Rd., 
Whitby

905-655-3263

This upscale, beautiful 9-hole golf course has won 
numerous accolades as a golfers’ golf course.

Located on a peninsula bounded on one side by the 
unspoiled shoreline of Lake Scugog, on the other side 
by the natural beauty of the Nonquon River, it is a 
golfers’ paradise.  King’s Bay Golf Club is located 
10 minutes north of Canterbury Golf Club which 
when combined makes an ideal 18-hole golf club.

“We are very pleased to welcome the players of 
King’s Bay to the GolfNorth family, we look forward 

to introducing our players and programs to this 
beautiful golf course” says Al Kavanagh.

King’s Bay is a gold level facility and membership 
at King’s Bay allows playing privileges at 11 other 
facilities for no additional fees.  Public players will 
continue to be welcomed and leagues will be 
expanded.

For more King’s Bay Golf Club information 
and rates call 1-888-833-8787 or visit 
www.golfnorth.ca See ad on inside back cover.

GOLFNORTH ANNOUNCES THE ACQUISITION OF KING’S BAY GOLF CLUB IN SEAGRAVE
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up with one of her professors to revamp the first year “Intro-
duction to Hospitality and Tourism Management” course. 
Three months later she left for Australia where she worked 
for an upscale seafood restaurant.
 When her visa expired, she and her boyfriend left for 
southeast Asia, to experience different cultures in five coun-
tries. Two months later she returned to Canada by way of 
Australia and England.
 In January 2007, SIR Corp president Corey Dalton 
searched Ashley out and toured her through the company’s 
restaurants - which include Jack Astors, Canyon Creek and a 
number of high-end fine dining restaurants in Toronto.
 They kept in touch throughout that year and in December 
Ashley was introduced to Steve Proulx, president of eight 
Canyon Creek restaurants who hired her immediately.
 Following three months training, in all positions, she 
landed her first job on Front St., Toronto. She is now service 
manager at the very high volume ($5 million year) Sherway 
Gardens restaurant.
 As for the future, Ashley’s eyes sparkle with ideas and ex-
citement. “I absolutely love the tourism business and working 

with people,” she says.
 First this energetic young woman plans to return to school 
to get her Certified Management Accounting degree, to go 
along with her business degree.
 “My ultimate goal is to own an eco-tourism lodge accom-
panied by a great restaurant.” She cites places like Banff and 
Jasper, Alberta as some of the most beautiful places on earth 
and a likely spot for this type 
of endeavour.
 In the meantime, it’s back 
to Canyon Creek for this vi-
brant, passionate professional, 
where she will continue to 
serve the restaurant, staff and 
patrons with her special brand 
of enthusiasm.
 Ashley may call Scugog 
home, but the world awaits 
this young entrepreneur with 
open arms.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

‘Whiz Kids’ from page 13

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

All vehicles certified & 
emissions tested

Warranty Available 
Good, reliable certified 

vehicles from $1900 & up

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Port Perry

905-985-3885

In-house 
leasing 
available

golfscugog

WE CAN GET YOU BACK IN THE GAME
With golf season upon us, it’s time to look after those 
persistent aches and pains.

We have many services to offer you: Physiotherapy, 
Massage Therapy, Acupuncture, Bracing and Orthotics.

Call us today for your individualized assessment.
Evening and early morning appointments available.
No referral necessary.

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry
For an appointment call:

905-985-8363

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

From St. Andrews to Augusta, Wooden 
Sticks makes it happen. Open to the 
public, this championship course was 
inspired by famous golf holes from the 
PGA Tour. 

Wooden Sticks golfers receive far more 
than just a greens fee… they experience 
the Player’s Badge; an inclusive package 
that consists of green fees for 18 holes, 
shared use of power cart, practice 
facilities, and two meals.

PLAY ALL THE GOLF HOLES YOU’VE DREAMED ABOUT!
Wooden Sticks now has six luxury on-site 
cabins that can accommodate up to four people. 
Wooden Sticks has designed special “Stay 
& Play” packages that include accommodations, 
rounds of golf, and delicious meals.

 Wooden Sticks …
unique, fun and unforgettable.

 To learn more about Wooden Sticks Golf
Club visit www.woodensticks.com or call 
905-852-4379. See ad on previous page.
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Dr. Orr Graham, a Port Perry veterinarian, built this beautiful Queen St. home about 1885. The original 
house featured a large, wrap-around verandah with a small gazebo-styled sitting area. The barn at the 

rear of the house was where Dr. Graham performed his veterinarian services.

Dr. Orr 

Graham Before the present brick home was 
erected on this site by Dr. Orr Graham, 
this convenient mid-town property 
experienced a number of ownership 
changes. As early as 1866 the property 
was owned by Joseph Bigelow, who 
had purchased it by "Sheriff’s Deed" 
from Ontario County Sheriff Nelson 
G. Reynolds. Sheriff Reynolds had 
purchased it from Robert Perry. 
 Mr. Bigelow held onto the lot for 

almost 14 years, before selling it in 
January 1880 to Samuel Graham.
 Mr. Graham was a well-respected 
and enterprising blacksmith who oper-
ated his business on Queen St. and 
later became owner of the Ontario Car-
riage Works. Mr. Graham owned the 
lot for about four years before selling 
it to Robert Henry in May 1884, only 
two months before the devastating fire 
which destroyed the entire business 

section of the town including 
the buildings on this property.  
This delineated the western extremity 
of the fire. Three months after the fire, 
in October 1884, he sold the property 
to a young veterinarian, Doctor Orr 
Graham.
 Dr. Graham is given the credit for 
developing one of the largest vet-
erinary practices in this part of the 
province. His father was an extensive 

This Old
   House

Dr. Orr Graham Residence
250 Queen Street

Plan H-50020, Lot 129

$12.99 $9.99

1866 Scugog Street, Port Perry • 905-982-1915 

A Wedding in the Future?



breeder of stock, and it was here, while 
a boy, he developed a love for domestic 
animals and a practical knowledge of 
them. Upon graduating, he returned to 
his home town and began his practice 
in veterinary medicine. Between 1885-
1886 the doctor built this handsome 
residence on Queen St., with stables in 
the rear for his veterinary practice.  The 
house is among the more unique homes 
in the community because of its brick-
work; layers of yellow brick following 

the upper and lower lines of the win-
dows, and the detailed brickwork above 
the double front and side windows at 
the upper level.
   After serving the residents and 
farmers of the community for close to 
a quarter of a century, the Grahams 
decided to sell their home. In October 
1910 George Arthur Coates purchased 
the property and moved in, and then 
in 1918, ownership was transferred to 
Harriet M. Coates, who retained it for 
another two years.

 The next owners of  the attractive 
brick house were Cornelius and Laura 
Sweetman, who purchased it in May 
1920. The Sweetmans made this their 
home for the next 25 years, but in 1945 
after the death of her husband, Laura 
Sweetman sold the property to Harold 
and Annetta Camplin. The Camplins 
lived in the house until September 
1952, when it changed hands again, 
this time being taken over by Thomas 
W. Oliver, who purchased it from the 
Camplins for $10,000.
 Then in April 1954 Mr. Oliver sold 
the property to Stephen Kandel, a 
young physician who had just moved 
to Port Perry to begin his practice in 
medicine. Dr. Kandel purchased the 
house for just $100 more than Mr. Oli-
ver had paid for it two years earlier. It’s 
believed the exterior brick of this house 
was painted white during Dr. Kendal’s 
17 year stay in town.
 Dr. Kendal sold the house for 
$22,000, more than double what he had 
originally paid, to William and Norma 
Cornish before moving back to Toronto. 
 The Cornish family lived in the 
spacious home until October 1973. Af-
ter moving to Bigelow St. they sold the 
house to Alex Shepherd Sr., who con-
verted it into an office for his account-
ing business. It was during ownership 
by Mr. Shepherd that the white paint 
was stripped from the house, revealing 
the ornate red and yellow brickwork.
 The building was then taken over 
by Alex Shepherd Jr. and his wife 
Carol, who continued in the accounting 
business from that location.
 In 1998, accountant David Powell 
took over the building and accounting 
business of Mr. Shepherd. Mr. Powell 
continues to use this important heri-
tage site for his business to this day. 

J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

• Windows
• Doors
• Siding
• Sunrooms

 The former Orr Graham house, at 250 Queen St., is now occupied by chartered accountant 
David Powell. When compared with the picture on the preceding page you will see the large wrap-
round porch has been removed and the barn at the rear no longer exists. Other than that, the 
house looks much as it did when it was built in 1885.

Continued from page 16
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Spring
arrives in the

Purple Woods Conservation Area 
held its annual Maple Syrup Festi-
val on March 14, 15, and thanks to 
plenty of warm temperatures and  
sun, hundreds of families came out 
to explore the sugar bush.

dem-
onstrations of traditional and mod-
ern methods of collecting sap and 

maple sugar. As well, there were 
horse drawn wagon rides and fresh 
hot pancakes smothered with fresh 
maple syrup.

               Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

Sugar Bush

 The Borelians wrap up their 2008-2009 theatre season later 
this month with a story you won’t want to miss.  
 In Kiss the Moon, Kiss the Sun, Norm Foster tickles the 
funnybone and pulls at the heartstrings – all at the same time.
 The production is a heart-warming story of a pregnant 
young woman and a disabled man who meet at a bus stop, 
begin a friendship, and find their lives, and the lives of others 
around them, are changed forever.
 Robert is sociable, has a pretty good job, and loves his 
mother. Holly is luckless, penniless and jobless, and will-
ing to do just about anything to make ends meet. Simon, the 
professor, confuses everyone when his perfect command of 
the English language seems to convey quite the opposite of 
what he means, and Claire reminds us all of the wonders of a 
mother’s love.  Dr. Andrews tries her best to help others get a 
realistic grip on some of the challenges life throws at them.  
 Producer and award-winning Director Vivian Lee is 
thrilled with her cast and has enjoyed every minute of 
rehearsal time. Award-winning set designer Andrew Oxen-
ham returns to create the set, along with award-winning set 
decorator, Jennifer Hardie.
 The Borelians make theatre going even easier with dinner 
theatre packages, featuring local popular restaurants. Tickets 
and dinner packages are on sale now at 905-985-2435, META4, 
or toll free at 1-888-985-2435. VISA, MC, AMEX and debit.
 For more information on both productions and dinner 
theatre and overnight packages visit www.borelians.org.

Borelians perform ‘Kiss 
The Moon, Kiss The Sun’

With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1917.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642
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 The beautiful Skyloft Resort is the venue for this year’s 
annual Rotary Dinner/Auction Gala being held on Sat-
urday, April 18. The theme for this year’s gala is Tip Toe 
Through The Tulips - a whimsical welcome to the spring 
season.
  Patrons will enjoy great food from Paul Shannon Cater-
ing, experience the breathtaking view of the Toronto night 
skyline and dance the night away to the fabulous tunes of 
Hot Air, a 14 member ensemble which thrilled the audience 
last year with their big band and pop music.
  Many speciality items will be offered through silent and 
live auctions including a spa package and overnight accom-
modation for two, works from local artisans and more.
  Funds raised from the dinner helps to support many 
projects of the Rotary Club which include the Senior’s 
Christmas Dinner, the club’s $100,000 pledge for the endos-
copy suite at the hospital, important international projects 
such as the student exchange program and the worldwide 
eradication of polio.
  You can help support the many projects of the Rotary 
Club of Port Perry by attending this fun filled event later 
this month. Tickets are priced at $90 per person, and can be 
purchased from Aubrey Oppers at 905-985-4910 or from any 
Rotary member.

Rotary Club has plans to 
‘Tip Toe Through The Tulips’ 
for this year’s dinner gala

OPEN FOR REGISTRATION
Every weekend from 11am to 4pm 

Season starts in April.
Located at Mosport Raceway Entrance #2

Spring
at

v

Blaze Summer Camps 2009

Payment in full by May 29 – Debit, Cheque/VISA/Mastercard
*Financial subsidies are available.

Connecting your 
kids and youth 

with developmental 
disabilities to 
fun, skills and 

each other!

Sessions  Adventure  Leadership Advance SessionOffered Camp & (offered 2nd week Themes 9am - 4pm Youth Camp of each session only)

#1 $380 $190 Sea World
 July 6-17  July 13-17

#2 $380 $190 Exploring Nature
 July 20-31  July 27-31

#3 $350 $190 Animal Friends
  Aug. 4-14  Aug. 10-14

#4 $380 $190 Transportation
 Aug. 17-28  Aug. 24-28 Tech

Civ
ic

Ho
lid

ay

Enquiries and registration
information, please call

Precious Minds 
(905) 982-0882 or email

admin@preciousminds.com



Experience the Servicing Dealer 
difference.  Not only will your 
trimmer be ready to use, but our 
friendly staff will make sure you 
know how to start it easily and 
use it safely.  Plus, we service 
what we sell – guaranteed!

Feature prices are in effect until June 30, 2009 at participating Dealers.

FS 38$149 95

$23995
50% Easier

To Start

$24995
Versatile
trimmer

Straight Shaft

STIHL Quality - 
Great Price

FS 40 C-E FS 55 R

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

It can be a bit overwhelming to know how to prioritize your lawn and gardening 

maintenance at this time of year. Here are a few of the many services in Scugog 

that you can count on to help ready your property for the warm days ahead. 

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

Adjustable dampeners 
allow the operator 
to customize drive 

responsiveness to suit 
personal preference

Mows up to 
6.0 acres per hour

Ground speeds 
up to 10 mph

Home owner units 
starting at 18 hp

Commercial 
units starting 

at 23 hp

DIESEL MODELS AVAILABLE

• Annuals
   • Perennials
14800 Cartwright West 1/4 Line
Blackstock  ~  905-986-4771

Satisfaction
Guaranteed
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Grounds Keeping and Landscape Installations

Our services include: Interlock and stone patios Seasonal cleanup

Retaining walls Lawn care

Walkways Pruning

Natural Stone Snow plowing

Professional landscape design

Contact Information

Please contact us if you have any questions or would like an estimate,

we will gladly discuss your project.

T (905) 260 1796 Permacon Authorized Contractor

STICKS & STONES
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
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2 year warranty

HOSTED BY:

Grow Your Own Food and Fun!

Nothing can compare to the flavour of sun-

ripened fruit and vegetables from your own garden. 

If the traditional plot of straight rows does not 

suit your plan, consider interplanting beans and 

swiss chard with marigolds and petunias. Make a 

pole bean teepee! Cucumbers can share a trellis with 

clematis.

To young children and adults alike, potatoes and 

carrots are exciting as buried treasures. Pluck ‘Tiny 

Tim’ tomatoes or ‘Sweetheart Strawberries’ from 

hanging baskets. Plant a squash or pumpkin atop 

your compost heap! 

Growing your own food is a fun project for the 

whole family. Grow your own at home – nothing can 

be closer than your own backyard, balcony or patio. 

To see how edibles can be included in an ornamental 

garden stop by 

Mason Hogue Gardens

3520 Durham Rd. #1

905-649-3532

We’re just south of Coppin’s Corners on Brock Road.

See our ad on page 22.
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905-985-0715
170 Casimir Street, Port Perry

wildfi re@on.aibn.com

GOURMET GRILLS
Award Winning Products

SEASON ARRIVING SOON

Over 1000 varieties of:

perennials, annuals, uncommon

vegetables, shrubs and vines.

Extensive supply ALL season!

Stroll through our mature

display gardens. Open

daily 10am – 5pm April-Oct

Brock Rd, 1km south of Coppins Corners

905-649-3532     www.masonhogue.com

bats- -  raccoons - -  skunks - -  rats - -  spiders
- -  cockroaches - -  ants - -  fl eas

Spring brings out 
CLUSTER FLIES

& SPIDERS

CALL

SCUGOG PEST CONTROL
905-986-4169

Scugogpestcontrol.701.com

wildlife control

bat proofi ng

household insects

Choosing a Landscaping Contractor

 Whether you are looking for a full landscape renovation or

simple lawn maintenance, choosing a landscaping contractor can 

be a daunting task. “Our company can give you peace of mind”

In 2008 Sticks & Stones had work featured in House & Home 

magazine and recently were inducted as the areas Permacon 

Authorized contractor. We are a small, personal company 

providing landscaping expertise to the areas of Durham and north. 

With so many imitations around Derek recommends asking the 

important questions, such as; check liability insurance, WSIB, local 

referrals and make sure you sign a contract that is best for both 

parties involved.

With the green season fast approaching, don’t wait to book 

2010. There are many great contractors to choose from in Scugog 

Township, so as Derek said, “buy your fruit local with a company 

you can trust”.

Sticks & Stones Landscape Construction

905-260-1796 or 905-985-6069

See our ad on page 21.

AUTHENTIC BRICK AND MORTAR STYLED CURBING
• Mowing Strips    • Driveway Edging  
• Garden Borders  • Car Parking Lots

905-925-5270 cell
905-986-5270 offi ce

Satisfaction
Guaranteed

FREE ON-SITE QUOTES

HOME RENOVATIONS INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RETAINING WALLS MINI HOE
LANDSCAPING  BOBCAT SERVICE

INTERLOCKING STONE WORK

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090

or cell: 905-261-7840

Thinking of things you need done this spring?
THINK OF US!

Particularly in today’s economy, homeowners are looking for 

inexpensive ways to add value to their homes. Perhaps nowhere 

is that more possible than out in the yard, where the landscape 

can be a blank palette just waiting for homeowners to add their 

individual touches. The following easy and inexpensive tips don’t 

require a green thumb, just a little elbow grease and dedication.

Aerate: When kids and pets play in the yard, it’s not only the 

grass that can take a pounding. The soil beneath that grass can 

become compacted, resulting in poor air circulation, drainage 

problems and possibly even causing nutrient depletion in your 

yard. Aerating the lawn will loosen the soil underneath, allowing 

for better circulation and ensuring your grass and soil get all the 

water and nutrients they need to stay green and healthy.

Mow at the correct height: Busy homeowners 

understandably want to cut their lawn as low as possible to 

minimize the number of times they need to cut the grass. 

However, different grasses require different cutting heights, and 

what type of grass they have, and then consult a professional to 

determine the best height at which to cut.

Consider composting your grass:

grass clippings are numerous. 

Composting helps give grass 

a greener look, and is also 

by cutting down on waste. 

In addition, composting 

stimulates root growth while 

preventing topsoil erosion.

Water at the right time:

While it might seem ideal to 

set sprinklers in mid-afternoon 

when the sun is shining 

brightest, mornings are actually 

the ideal time to water. Because 

it’s cooler in the morning, the 

water will not evaporate as 

much as it will during the 

midday heat, and watering in 

midday will draw the hot sun to 

a lawn, potentially burning the 

grass as a result.

Maintaining a Green Lawn Doesn’t Require a Green Thumb

Opening Friday, April 24

and
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AUTHENTIC BRICK AND MORTAR STYLED CURBING
• Mowing Strips    • Driveway Edging  
• Garden Borders  • Car Parking Lots

905-925-5270 cell
905-986-5270 offi ce

Satisfaction
Guaranteed

FREE ON-SITE QUOTES

HOME RENOVATIONS INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RETAINING WALLS MINI HOE
LANDSCAPING  BOBCAT SERVICE

INTERLOCKING STONE WORK

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090

or cell: 905-261-7840

Thinking of things you need done this spring?
THINK OF US!

Particularly in today’s economy, homeowners are looking for 

inexpensive ways to add value to their homes. Perhaps nowhere 

is that more possible than out in the yard, where the landscape 

can be a blank palette just waiting for homeowners to add their 

individual touches. The following easy and inexpensive tips don’t 

require a green thumb, just a little elbow grease and dedication.

Aerate: When kids and pets play in the yard, it’s not only the 

grass that can take a pounding. The soil beneath that grass can 

become compacted, resulting in poor air circulation, drainage 

problems and possibly even causing nutrient depletion in your 

yard. Aerating the lawn will loosen the soil underneath, allowing 

for better circulation and ensuring your grass and soil get all the 

water and nutrients they need to stay green and healthy.

Mow at the correct height: Busy homeowners 

understandably want to cut their lawn as low as possible to 

minimize the number of times they need to cut the grass. 

However, different grasses require different cutting heights, and 

what type of grass they have, and then consult a professional to 

determine the best height at which to cut.

Consider composting your grass:

grass clippings are numerous. 

Composting helps give grass 

a greener look, and is also 

by cutting down on waste. 

In addition, composting 

stimulates root growth while 

preventing topsoil erosion.

Water at the right time:

While it might seem ideal to 

set sprinklers in mid-afternoon 

when the sun is shining 

brightest, mornings are actually 

the ideal time to water. Because 

it’s cooler in the morning, the 

water will not evaporate as 

much as it will during the 

midday heat, and watering in 

midday will draw the hot sun to 

a lawn, potentially burning the 

grass as a result.

Maintaining a Green Lawn Doesn’t Require a Green Thumb

Opening Friday, April 24

and
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 Wedding anniversaries are wonderful milestones, 
but few are as grand as spending 70 years together. Such 
is the case for Vera and Vernon Asselstine as they ap-
proach 70 years of happiness with each other.
 It all started back in 1917 in Moscow, Ontario, a small 
farming community, when Vernon Asselstine was born. A few 
years later Vernon’s father moved the family to Alberta and 
the promised richness of homesteading.
 Three years after Vernon was born, a career soldier and 
his wife in Quebec City, had a baby girl, Vera Chaplin. While 
Vernon’s family was farming out west, Vera’s clan had just 
returned from England, where her father served in the Cana-
dian Army during the Great War.
 Vernon worked hard on the farm and Vera studied ac-
counting. The Chaplins returned to Kingston after the war 
and the Asselstines moved back to Napanee.
 “My father planted crops for three consecutive years with-
out so much as one seed to show for it,” Vernon said, as he 
reminisced about the early days. “People now a day have no 
idea what poverty was all about.” Vernon picked strawberries 

Vera and Vern  
Asselestine  

celebrate their 70th  
wedding anniversary

and worked on a farm, at a salary of $5 a month. He 
was shocked when he was offered a job as a farmhand for 
$13 a month in Kingston.
 By this time, Vera’s family had also migrated into the 
farming industry near Kingston and while at school in 
Odessa, she became friends with Vernon’s sister. It was 
through that relationship Vera and Vernon met.
 “Getting to school was difficult,” Vera recalls. “My 

Vernon  

and Vera

Asselstine

Street Motorcycles
On-Off Road 

Dirt Bikes • ATV’s

DON’T FEAR THE RECESSION…

RIDE IT OUT! 
You earned it. You deserve it. We’ve got it.

39 Years in Business – Award winning Dealership in Sales and Customer Satisfaction

Ask about our GM Discount on Suzuki Motorcycles & ATVs

10 Min. East of Port Perry, Take 7A to Durham Rd. 57, 6km south
Toll Free: 1.877.986.4437  Fax: 905.986.5979  www.asselstines.com 905.986.4437

Congratulations
Vern & Vera on 

your 70th Wedding 
Anniversary

Model shown, $250.00 PDI & freight.

  Partners
 Lifefor
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teacher lived further than I did and her father would drive 
her to my house in his car. There we hopped into our cutter 
and my father would drive us the rest of the way.”
 It was not long after Vera and Vernon’s meeting that the 
romance blossomed and in 1939 wedding bells tolled for the 
happy couple.   
 The Asselstines did not wait long to start a family and 
their oldest boy, Gerald, was born in Kingston. Vernon had 
taken over Vera’s family farm and expanded, but times were 
tough and they sold the farm when Vernon was offered a 
position with Bata shoes in Batawa. 
 When the government began offering war emergency 
classes, Vernon enrolled and learned the arts of blue print 
reading and welding. The course was 90 days and Vernon 
worked as a waiter in the local Trenton hotel to pay the bills. 
Vera was with child and when an opening in General Mo-
tors arose Vernon jumped at the chance. He arrived at 3 in 
the morning for an 8 a.m. interview and was at the start of a 
line that wove all the way around the plant.
 He was told they needed two welders and was so ex-
cited when he was hired that he ran out, never hearing who 
received the second posting.  In 1941, the family moved to 
Oshawa where their second son, Alan was born.
 Vernon worked at GM for 33 years with a leave of ab-
sence to serve in World War II. His participation in ‘D’ Day 
was memorable, but a subject best left for another day. In 
1952 the Asselstines moved to Blackstock where Vera and 
Vernon bought a 97 acre farm.
 Vera was busy at home with their seven children and 
Vernon became interested in local politics. He was elected 
councillor for Cartwright, a post he won several times when 
the Region of Durham was formed in the seventies. Vernon 
headed up the Port Perry Hospital Board as well as the 
Children’s Aid Society for many years.
 The Asselstine’s sons had a keen curiosity in snowmo-
biles and Vera and Vernon bought two Yamahas. Vernon 
decided to pursue the interest by starting a small snowmo-
bile shop on the farm in Blackstock. It was not long after 
they were awarded the Yamaha dealership for the area and 
are still one of the largest dealers today.
 “Vera did the bookkeeping and accounting while I 
worked in the shop along with my boys,” Vernon said. He 
maintained his full time position at General Motors while 
building the family business.
 When Vernon retired from GM in 1986, they sold the 
farm except for ten acres where the store was located. 
Another acre was reserved for the family home. Two of 
their sons Floyd and Gerald ran the business and Vera and 
Vernon decided to take up travelling and a well-deserved 
life of leisure. They spent winters in Florida, and travelled to 
Europe numerous times.
 Three years ago, Vera and Vernon moved into Port Perry 
and now enjoy such activities as shuffleboard, bridge and 
euchre. The family business in Blackstock is thriving and 
they have branched into ATV’s, motorcycles and repairs.
 “We want all our friends to drop by the Legion in Port 
Perry on April 26th between 2 and 4,” Vernon and Vera said 
sincerely. “It is not often two people can be this happy for 
this long a time.”

Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

FARM • RESIDENTIAL • AUTOMOBILE
COMMERCIAL • WATERCRAFT

Available Discounts Include: Multi-vehicle/Multi-policy/
New Home/Mature Driver (50+)/Retiree/Short Commute

Convenient monthly payment plans available.

For personal service and competitive rates, contact us at

Toll Free: 1-800-461-1468

Brown & Brethour
Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Proudly
representing

LOOKING 
FOR A SIGN?

signs  ~  vehicle graphics 
digital imaging

Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating 12 years

RAY
HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

Integrative Health Centre
Sunleite
188 Mary Street, Port Perry

188 Mary Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-3303

Full Time 
!ermography Clinic

~ Breast & Full Body ~
Fibrocystic, large, enhanced or 

dense breasts do not interfere with the scan.
NO RADIATION OR COMPRESSION

Brenda M. Leite 

View Health Report @ www.sunleitehealth.ca
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     The old feed mill escaped destruction from fire 
on numerous occasions since it was built in 1874. The 
most miraculous of these came in 1883 and 1884 when 
two major fires in less than a year, destroyed Port Per-
ry’s entire commercial core. Only the grain elevator, 
then owned by Aaron Ross & Sons, located feet away 
from the burning buildings on Water St., escaped 
unscathed.
 But fire plagued the building throughout its entire 
existence, as recorded in the following newspaper 
articles:
• March 1916 - Fire broke out in the engine room of the 
James Lucas Grain Elevator, but damage was slight.
  

 

• March 1918 - A fire destroyed the busi-
ness offices and subsequently the main 
building was extended to the south to ac-
commodate three more grain bins.
• August 1920 - A serious fire broke out in 
an implement shed and spread to the 
office of Hogg & Lytle grain eleva-
tor, destroying the offices at the 
front of the building. Quick work 
by the fire brigade prevented its 
spreading to the big grain elevator.
• August 1947 - The Hogg & Lytle 
Elevator was struck by lightning. 
Loss by fire was small, but 10,000 
bushels of wheat were soaked.
• In 1958 a section at the rear of the 
mill was destroyed by fire along 
with the grinder and roller. 
It cost more than $60,000 to 
repair the damage from the 
fire.
• February 1959 - A fire 
discovered by manager 
Harvey Mahaffy in the 
ceiling of the engine room 
at Master Feeds caused $30,000 
damage to the building before being 
extinguished. Fire Chief Guy Raines sized 
up the scene quickly and called in trucks from 
Uxbridge and Oshawa to help control the blaze.

 The 1870s were undeniably the most 
exciting period in Port Perry’s history, and 
it was during this time that one of the areas 
most prominent and successful grain buyers, 
George Currie, began construction of a giant, 
new grain elevator.
 The Port Perry elevator originally meas-
ured 36’ x 72’, but two extensions have been 
added to the original building, one to the 
south and the other to the north. There have 
also been accessory additions added to the 
east and north sides.
 There’s very little information available 
about the actual construction of the Port Perry 
Elevator, but research into similar structures 
built in eastern Canada and the U.S.A, pro-
vide a reliable source of information about 
how these unique structures were built. Using 
original facts and information from similar 

structures, we have been able to provide a 
reasonable description of the construction of 
this elevator.
 George Currie began work on the 
foundation of his massive elevator, near 
the lakefront of Lake Scugog on Water St., 
during the spring of 1874, just a year after 
the first train arrived in town. Incredibly the 
mill was operational by September the same 
year. A major accomplishment for such a 
large and complex structure.
 After laying a 24” thick stone foundation 
in April 1874, Mr. Currie brought in huge 
pine timbers to begin construction of the 
framework and work on the enormous cribs, 
also known as grain bins. The uprights were 
placed near the intersections of the crib work 
on centers that coincided with the principal 
bin units.  

The Port Perry 

This 1971 picture shows the old grain elevator when be-

ing operated by Master Feeds. After closing in 1979 Master 

Feeds sold the building.

Fire threatens elevator throughout its history

One of the few wood elevators left in Ontario

The narrow stairway which winds 

up four storeys to the top of the cu-

pola at the top of the elevator.
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The Port Perry Grain Elevator

 The structural beams measured 10”x 10” of solid pine, but 
were usually grouped into a series of two or four to create mas-
sive columns of 20”x 10” and 20”x 20” in size.
 The 58 foot high frame was covered with 2x8 inch lumber 
to a height of 26 feet. The remaining height was covered with 
2x6 inch lumber, and the joints of the boards were covered with 
one inch thick vertical boards. When completed it was painted a 
rusty red colour.
 A total of 18 grain bins rose directly from the foundations 
and were constructed of hundreds of courses of 2”x 8” planks 
spiked together to form a laminated structure. They were then 
secured with heavy iron rods through the centres of the bins to 
prevent the walls from pulling apart. Bolts from these rods are 
still visible on the outside of the building today. The walls of the 
bins contained more than 200 layers of solid two inch planks, 
which make a wall almost impossible to shift, even with the 
tons of weight they held.
 Rather than creating joints at the corners of each bin, the 
timbers extended beyond the corners to form a continuous 
interlocking network within which the grain is contained. In 
the bottom of the bin, a hopper is provided by an inclined 
timber slab supported by 12” x 3” beams inserted within the 
crib work at the appropriate height and spanning the width 
of the bin. There was also a ladder inside the bin to be used 
whenever the bins required cleaning.
   Immediately above the basement is the bagging floor, 
into which the shallower shipping bins spout. Doors open 
into the bagging room, on the south side of the building, 
where farmers would unload the wagons of grain. Here it 
would be weighed and augured or lifted by a lofting leg to 
the appropriate bins.
   The Port Perry elevator’s total original capacity was 
estimated between 50,000 and 60,000 bushels which was ac-
commodated in 18 bins of varying sizes. The basic division of 
space is into two rows of large bins under the main cupola, 
with more bins added to the north and south of the building 
at a later date. The largest bins in the elevator are 7’’x 17’ x 30’ 
deep and smaller bins start at 7’x 9’ by the same depth.
 The top of the elevator features a cupola with a pitched 

roof that rises 13 feet above the bin floor to bring the total 
building height to approximately 71 feet above the ground. The 
cupola extends the entire 62’ of the original building, along the 
central north/south direction of the building and measures 16’ 
in width. Mono-pitched roofs are placed to either side of the 
cupola to cover the bins, and rise directly from the outer edge of 
the bin floor to form the cupola. 
 The cupola is framed with 8” x8” beams and  braced by 
diagonals of the same widths. The exterior boards consist of 2”x 
8” boards nailed vertically to 5”x 2” supports. The uprights are 
placed about the intersections of the crib work on centres that 
coincide with the principal bin units.
 Inside the cupola is a walkway leading from north to south 
over the huge grain bins. At each end of the structure are raised 
platforms called ‘turnheads.’ From here grain was directed 
to the appropriate bins. The south turnhead is fed by a grain 
auger from the main floor, and grain is directed into one of 11 
bin spouts for distribution to the proper bin. At the north end, 
another turnhead with 18 spouts, is fed by the lofting leg and 

directed to its final storage bin.
     Along the east side of the 
building is a small escape door in 
case of fire. Above the doorway 
is a small wooden box which 
contains a long, thick rope. 
Anyone needing an emergency 
exit would grab the rope, then 
climb out the window and lower 
themselves to the ground.
      Anyone interested in knowing 
more about the Port Perry Grain 
Elevator can access a download-
able booklet on the Focus on Scu-
gog/Scugog Heritage website:  
www.scugogheritage.com/his-
tory/grainelevator.htm

J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Above, the main floor of the Port Perry Grain Elevator, known as Mas-
ter Feeds in 1980, shows bags of grain lined along either side of the 
hardwood floors. Also visible are some of the heavy support beams. 

Right, the cupola at the top of the elevator stretched over a series of 18 
bins, each 30 feet deep. Dangerous planks over the bins and a wood 
railing were all that prevented anyone from falling in.

R. Walker inscribed his name on 
this old beam on Nov. 4, 1875. The 
signature still remains today.
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 One of the many benefits of the Lake Scugog Spring Stu-
dio Tour is an opportunity to meet with artists and discover 
the details of their craft. One such artisan is Dan Gallagher, a 
carver who excels at his craft.
 Dan was born and raised in Baltimore, Ontario and at-
tended high school in Cobourg.  He went to Brock University 
majoring in Environmental Science and Biology. 
 “My father had a hobby woodshop in the basement of our 
house where I spent much of my time.” Dan explained, “One 
of my fondest memories of my youth,” Dan recalls, “is float 
boating.” 
 I must have had a bewildered expression, for he went on 
to explain how he and his friends would carve boats out of 
2x4’s and float them down flooded ditches in the spring. “I 
haven’t done it since I was 12, but every time I see a flooded 
ditch I remember those days,” he smiled, as he spoke.
 Dan had a keen interest in conservation and spent his 
early years with the Ministry of Natural Resources and the 
Junior Ranger program, as well as Conservation Authorities 
and Environmental Contractors.
 Dan went back to school in Lindsay to learn about terrain 
and water resources in 1992.  It was there that he married his 
wife June, then the clerk of the town. Being in the middle of 
the last recession, environmental contracts were rare, Dan 
found himself with a fair amount of time on his hands.  That is 
when he renewed his interest in woodworking.

 Initially he specialized in pine furniture, cabinets and 
crafts and toured the craft circuit.  “The craft circuit is a dif-
ficult place to peddle quality work,” Dan explained, so he 
concentrated on custom orders for cabinets and furnishings.
 Dan is a self-taught artisan. “One day while at a lumber 
yard in Peterborough, I found a set of carving tools for sale at 
a good price. I quickly found I had an aptitude for carving. I 
offered it [carving] free until I felt that it was of a quality that I 
could stand behind.  Now it is a central part of my business.”  
The detail in his cabinets, doors and headboards is amazing. 
He is currently working on a series of rocking horses. One is 
mesmerized by their beauty.
 Dan also builds boats and oars. He specializes in the 
Adirondack Guide boat made in kevlar or wood. I asked how 
long it took to build one of these fine crafts. “A lifetime of 
learning,” Dan smiled and it shows in his finished product.  
Dan now also teaches carving to those who wish to learn 
traditional methods of woodcarving.
 Dan and June moved to Scugog Township in 2001. Dan 
joined the Lake Scugog Studio Tour in 2003 and was even 
chair for a few years. “I’m proud of what the tour has accom-
plished. Each year we try to bring innovation to the tour.”   
This year they have introduced the Day in the Life Promotion.  
This gives folks attending the tour the chance to win a day 
with two of the Tour artists including lunch provided by the 
Piano Café.
 You can find out more about the Lake Scugog Spring Stu-
dio Tour, which takes place Saturday, May 2 and Sunday, May 
3, at www.scugogstudiotour.ca. Visit Dan Gallagher’s website 
at www.carving.on.ca and see some of the detailed carvings he 
has created.

Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

Lake Scugog Spring Studio Tour

Dan Gallagher 
among featured  
artists on tour
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D e c o r a t i n g  S c u g o g&
Home Decor

More

176 Perry Street 
Port Perry

905.982.0776

Whether you are redecorating, refurnishing, renovating, 
refreshing or remodelling this spring, look around Scugog 
first for the products, services and expertise you may need. 
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RESIDENTIAL RE-ROOFING 
EXPERTS WITH OVER 
14 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Specialists in:
• Shingles

Asphalt & Fibreglass
• Chimneys
• Metal Work, Flashing
• Skylight Repairs

FULLY INSURED
WRITTEN GUARANTEE

Government licensed roofi ng 
tradesmen providing you 
with a clean safe effi cient 
roofi ng experience!

Owned and operated by Aaron Cohoon

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL:

905-261-8879
1-866-357-3766

235 QUEEN STREET

PORT PERRY

905-985-5559

FINE FURNISHINGS BOUTIQUE

AND MORE

Mattress
OUTLET
Pillow Pedic 2” Pillow Top

180 Casimir St., Port Perry

905-985-6023

QUEEN $300.

DOUBLE $250.

TWIN $200.

Made in

Canada

Howey Kitchen 
Bath & Interiors

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Ceramic Tile

Scugog’s Largest Selection of Tile

Flooring

Interior/
Exterior Paint

64 Water Street
Port Perry
905-985-8722
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INVEST      in your
Home

904-985-0420
www.wood-tech.ca    

FREE ESTIMATES – COMPETITIVE PRICES

OVER 21 YEARS EXPERIENCEOVER 21 YEARS EXPERIENCE

WOODTECH
CUSTOM CABINETS

Over 21 Years Experience 
Designing Dream Kitchens.

Kitchens For All Budgets.

Silestone & Granite
Countertops

Drop In For Your 
Free Design Appointment

48  Water St., Port Perry
905-985-3767

Computers...dishwasher...lamps...
garbage disposal... washer... dryer...

all running at the same time? 
That takes power. 

We can can take care of your 
power issues with the proper wiring, 

outlets and fuse box.

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Providing Service in Port Perry
Since 1974

ELECTRONIC
LIGHTING
SYSTEMS

Home 
Decor
More &

139 Queen Street (Old Mill)
Port Perry   905•985•8500
www.stockholminside.com

Stockholm
inside

Innovative

Joyful

Gifts

Stockholm
inside
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2009 is the 43rd annual 

PITCH-IN CANADA WEEK 
The campaign’s theme is: 

OPERATION: Clean Sweep

The program is the largest and only multi-

province environmental improvement 

Campaign in Canada. It is a Partnership 

between governments, the media, industry 

and the public.

Most participants take part in more than 

one project before, during and after 

PITCH-IN CANADA WEEK. In total more 

than 3.5 million Canadians, members 

of thousands of local Partner groups 

and coordinated by more than 1,200 

local PITCH-IN Volunteer Coordinators, 

participate in the program each year in 

communities throughout Canada.

The annual PITCH-IN CANADA Week 

Campaign results are incorporated in the 

world-wide Clean-Up the World statistics. 

A clean and beautiful community is an asset which 

many communities use to attract tourism as well as 

economic activity. An attractive environment is an 

important aspect of a community to companies 

Let’s show them what we’ve got Scugog!

43rd Annual

Pitch-in Canada Week
April 20-26, 2009

Last year over 1,700 registered participants including 
seven schools, Girl Guides and Scouts, churches, 
groups and organizations took part in “Cleaning up this 
Township”. Encourage your group to register.
We need your help.  All groups and organizations 
will be recognized in our next newsletter due out 
in October as part of Waste Reduction Week.  
Let us know what you are doing so we can thank you.   
To register: 
Shawna Cornish at 905-985-7346 x 112

                 APRIL 18-19
SCUGOG SPRING GARDEN SHOW
Annual Garden Show at the Scugog 
Community Recreation Centre. Come 
enjoy a variety of vendors, flower 
show, special guest speakers and free 
compost giveaway.

                     APRIL 18 
        COMPOST GIVEAWAY DAY
The Township of Scugog and the Region 
of Durham will be coordinating this 
year’s Compost Event, to be held on Saturday, April 18, 
2009 at the Scugog Community Recreation Centre, in 
conjunction with the Township of Scugog Garden Show.  
Again this year, residents will have the opportunity to 
pick up free compost as well as purchase recycling 
bins, curb side compost bins, backyard composters and 
kitchen compost bins.

APRIL 22 
EARTH DAY - Plant a Tree APRIL 20-26

NATIONAL PITCH-IN WEEK
Groups, school children, volunteers 

take part in this annual clean-up event. 
Call Shawna Cornish at 905-985-7346 
ext. 112 for locations, gloves, bags and 

advice on how your group can help. 

APRIL 24
20 MINUTE MAKEOVER

“20 Minute Makeover” returns.
Businesses, schools and 

residents take just 20 minutes 
and clean up local areas.  

“Think globally, Act locally” for just 20 minutes. APRIL 25
EARTH WEEK COMMUNITY
PLANTING
To cap-off “Pitch-In Week”, 
the community is invited to join 
the official Adopt-A-Park sponsor of the museum 
grounds, the Lions Club of Port Perry, in partnership 
with the Kawartha Region Conservation Authority and 
the Township of Scugog to assist with the planting of 
over 100 trees. Planting starts at 10:00 am and is to 
be followed by a free BBQ for participants. It will be a 
fun time for the whole family and the end result is a 
more beautiful natural area for generations to enjoy.

PITCH-IN WEEK: APRIL 20 - 26, 2009
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

APRIL 20 
RAISING OF THE 
EARTH DAY FLAG

Municipal Office – 
9 a.m.
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you bread and milk from town when you’ve been under the 
weather.  God bless their kindness.
 Now my friend, these folks are under the gun of public 
scrutiny. Please, please do not judge. This is Canada - you 
are innocent until proven guilty and thank God you are not, I 
repeat not guilty by association. 
 Remember all the small daily kindnesses these mail carri-
ers have performed for you over the years. Do not hang a sign 
of mistrust on each one of these your friends and neighbours. 
Instead stand up for what is right and proper, smile and say 
thank you for their trouble. Take their hand and shake it 
firmly, let them know you believe and trust in what they do 
for you.  
 Do they make mistakes? Of course they do, but never, 
never do they deliberately try to deceive their customers.
 In closing let me tell all carriers and post office personnel 
- carry on, well done. 

Doreen Kendall
Utica, Ontario

Continued from page 2

Dear Focus...
Mailbox
Mail carriers are not guilty by association

Dear Peter,  
 Following a recent health scare, I thought it fitting to 
express my appreciation to our local medical personnel.
 A huge thumbs up to our ambulance service and 
Lakeridge Health, Port Perry for their assistance early 
Sunday morning March 8 and most of the remainder of 
that day.  
 Thanks so much to the ambulance attendants, emer-
gency nurses, support staff, including lab and x-ray 
technicians and the two physicians on call. There may be 
some that I missed, but you will know who you are. 
 In addition an honourable mention to Lakeridge 
Health, Oshawa for their prompt CT scan and Ambu-
trans for speedy transportation.
 We are very fortunate to have Port Perry Lakeridge 
services available. Collectively we must fight constantly 
and hard to maintain this benefit for our future genera-
tions.
 I would also like to thank my family and friends for 
all their support and the quick “circle of the wagons”
 On another topic, I’d like to give Focus on Scugog a 
‘thumbs up’ and kudos to the staff for your portrayal of 
Scugog Township in the magazine. We look forward to 
delivery every month!

 Peter Vanderheul
 Port Perry

Local health care givers are the best

Also Available:
12 x 12 Floor Tiles

3 x 6  Subway 
Wall Tiles

Cabinet Knobs
Fireplace Face Kits

& Hearths

8 Paisley Lane, Unit 2, Stouffville ON
905-640-6213   •   1-866-421-4425

www.soapstoneontario.com

granite, marble, slate, hanstone, silestone, caesarstone, & zodiac countertops

Visit our showroom for a 
personal demonstration of

because…

SEEING IS 
BELIEVING
Come on in:  
Mon. - Thurs. 8-5, 
Fri. 8-4:30

DON’T SETTLE FOR ORDINARY

The perfect countertop for a busy lifestyle.

Luxury Countertops
within a 1/2 hour drive

Hi Peter,
 Thank you so much for the fabulous write-up about our 
Kids for Kids concert in the February Focus on Scugog. You 
gave us much larger coverage than I had anticipated and I 
really appreciate you doing that!
 I got my Focus in the mail on Tuesday and the next day 
when I was going around town handing out posters for the 
event, everyone knew who I was because of that article! I re-
ally believe that the article made a difference for the pre-sale 
of my tickets. 
 The concert  was an amazing success, raising $3,100 for 
the SickKids Foundation! 
 Once again, many thanks from myself and from the 
SickKids Foundation.

Mallory McGrath
Port Perry

• HOME
• AUTO 
• BUSINESS 
• LIFE
• TRAVEL
• HEALTH

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons

Owner/Broker

www.woinsurancebrokers.com
905-436-9090

™

131 North Port Rd., 
Port Perry

905.985.8707

Kids for Kids concert an amazing success
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Durham North
I n s p i r i n g  P o s s i b i l i t i e s

Join us in Celebrating National Volunteer Week  
April 20 to April 24

We at Community Living Durham North would like to say 
a big thank you to the many dedicated and caring volunteers

who contribute to our organization in a variety of ways.  
Their unique gifts of time, energy, ideas and talent serve to 

enhance the quality of life of the people we support.

PHOTO EXHIBITS
North Durham Photographers’  

Association Exhibit
Location: Piano Cafe

Dates: April 1 - 29

The North Durham Photographers’ Association has 

taken the task of photographically preserving elements 

of the fragile Oak Ridge Moraine. The exhibit features 

Mike Pochwat Exhibit
Location: Kent Farndale Gallery

Dates: April 4 - 30

years and has put together an exhibition featuring some 

Jonathan van Bilsen Exhibit
Location: Kent Farndale Gallery

 Scugog Memorial Library

Dates: May 2 - 28

Jonathan van Bilsen is featuring ‘Faces of the World’  

Celebrate Mother’s Day Early at the 11th Annual

Visit 34 artists at 16 sites located in
Port Perry and throughout the 
beautiful Township of Scugog

Saturday, May 2 & Sunday, May 3
10am to 5pm

SELF-GUIDED, FREE ADMISSION
$200 Free door prize

Brochures (with map) will be available 
at most Port Perry businesses 

www.scugogstudiotour.ca

Be
a p

art o
f the creative journey

…

pring 2009LAKE SCUGOG

STUDIO TOUR

O
LD

E
FA

SHIONED CAND
Y

&

ICE CREAM STORE

and the
Scugog

Standard   
 presents the 

  20th Annual

EASTE S A th

P P
S

COME EE E E

905-985-0761

Assistant Easter bunnies wanted
Volunteers needed

Taylor Forder 

Insurance Brokers

Ltd.



BARNS
of Durham

the North Durham Photographers’ Association to undertake a 

 The NDPA challenged their 147 members and the result 

 

treasured farm shelters.

 The Piano Café offered to host the exhibition for the  

 

 

to host the same exhibition in the months to come.

 

 

into Durham’s past.

STEVEN EDWARDS

RANDY LOEWEN

JONATHAN VAN BILSEN

DARYLL KENNEDY

STEVEN WRIGHT

JIM EFFER

PHOTO EXHIBITS
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Don’t let tax time 
tax your mind 

and pocket. 

Instead, trust
these area experts 
to file your taxes 

this year!  

Call now!

ANET McGHEE

   Chartered AccountantJ

TA X  P R E PA R AT I O N  S E RV I C E S

Personal Tax Returns from

Extended hours during
tax season

Senior and student 
discounts

354 Queen Street, Port Perry

905-985-0006

jmcghee@sympatico.ca

$50.00
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •

Instant Tax Refund

905-985-5700
14500 Simcoe Street, Unit 12, Port Perry  

“TM owned by JTH Tax, Inc., used under license”
99-334

Filing Deadline April 30th Photocopying & Faxing Services Available

  
905-985-0195 

11490 Simcoe St., Port Perry • Fx: 905-985-3007
nwestaccounting@wcshighspeed.com

Computerized 
Accounting  Service Nellie

Tax Hours: Mon.- Fri. 8am-6pm & Sat. 9am-2pm or by appointment

New tax credits, pension splitting, new deductions, 
new formulas… these are the changes with which 
the staff at Nellie Westerman Accounting Services 
are acquainted having attended seminars dealing 

deductions for 

Joanne Rhonda

•   personal tax returns - e-fi le service
• small business accounting
• computerized payroll

STILL TIME
With tax time looming here is something to think about if 
you have yet to file.
Your GST cheques, child tax benefit, supplement and any
other regular cheque from the government are based on 
figures taken from your tax return. No filing – No cheques.
Come see us today.
Nellie Westerman 
Computerized Accounting Service
11490 Simcoe Street, Port Perry
905-985-0195

Our tax specialists work with you to comply with the rules, minimize your 
taxes, and provide fl exible solutions for your growing business needs. 
Experience. The Difference.

Suite 1, 1 Brock St. E.
Uxbridge, Ontario L9P 1P6
www.bdo.ca
905-852-9714 Assurance | Accounting | Taxation | Advisory Services

• Payroll     • Budgeting      
• Tax Planning         

• Corporate Tax     • Personal Taxes     
• Small Business Tax

SERVICES OFFERED:

Anita Van Zeeland FTA

36 Water Street, Port Perry
www.1stfinancialcentre.ca
905-985-1926

174 Perry Street
Port Perry, ON L9L 1B8
905-985-9803

 ©2009 H&R Block Canada, Inc.            CNFT_05

Call 1-800-HRBLOCK hrblock.ca

Avoid a rude 
awakening.
File on time.

(1-800-472-5625)

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES

Are your tax 
returns

filed up to date?

If not, please call:

Do you have a tax preparer?

• Small Business Bookkeeping
• Computerized Payroll
• Personal Income Tax
• E-File

Monday to Friday
8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Extended Evening & Saturday 
Hours during Tax Time 
by Appointment Only

4 River Street
Seagrave
905-985-8962

New
Clients

Welcome

GOOD YEAR FOR RENOVATORS
Did you do any home renovations this tax season?
Do you qualify for the renovation tax credit?
Give me a call and we can discuss. Call now and don’t miss out!
Anita Van Zeeland – 1st Financial Centre
36 Water Street, Port Perry   
905-985-1926
www.1stfinancialcentre.ca
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Don’t let tax time 
tax your mind 

and pocket. 

Instead, trust
these area experts 
to file your taxes 

this year!  

Call now!

ANET McGHEE

   Chartered AccountantJ
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Personal Tax Returns from

Extended hours during
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Senior and student 
discounts
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$50.00
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
• • • • •
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• • • • •
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• • • • •
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Instant Tax Refund
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14500 Simcoe Street, Unit 12, Port Perry  
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New tax credits, pension splitting, new deductions, 
new formulas… these are the changes with which 
the staff at Nellie Westerman Accounting Services 
are acquainted having attended seminars dealing 

deductions for 

Joanne Rhonda

•   personal tax returns - e-fi le service
• small business accounting
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STILL TIME
With tax time looming here is something to think about if 
you have yet to file.
Your GST cheques, child tax benefit, supplement and any
other regular cheque from the government are based on 
figures taken from your tax return. No filing – No cheques.
Come see us today.
Nellie Westerman 
Computerized Accounting Service
11490 Simcoe Street, Port Perry
905-985-0195

Our tax specialists work with you to comply with the rules, minimize your 
taxes, and provide fl exible solutions for your growing business needs. 
Experience. The Difference.

Suite 1, 1 Brock St. E.
Uxbridge, Ontario L9P 1P6
www.bdo.ca
905-852-9714 Assurance | Accounting | Taxation | Advisory Services

• Payroll     • Budgeting      
• Tax Planning         

• Corporate Tax     • Personal Taxes     
• Small Business Tax

SERVICES OFFERED:

Anita Van Zeeland FTA

36 Water Street, Port Perry
www.1stfinancialcentre.ca
905-985-1926

174 Perry Street
Port Perry, ON L9L 1B8
905-985-9803
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File on time.

(1-800-472-5625)

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES

Are your tax 
returns

filed up to date?

If not, please call:

Do you have a tax preparer?

• Small Business Bookkeeping
• Computerized Payroll
• Personal Income Tax
• E-File

Monday to Friday
8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Extended Evening & Saturday 
Hours during Tax Time 
by Appointment Only

4 River Street
Seagrave
905-985-8962

New
Clients

Welcome

GOOD YEAR FOR RENOVATORS
Did you do any home renovations this tax season?
Do you qualify for the renovation tax credit?
Give me a call and we can discuss. Call now and don’t miss out!
Anita Van Zeeland – 1st Financial Centre
36 Water Street, Port Perry   
905-985-1926
www.1stfinancialcentre.ca
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Who said getting there was half the fun?
     One of my fondest 

memories of places 

Zealand and Milford 

Sound. Perhaps it 

is the experience I 

encountered or merely 

years to come.

-

goes unnoticed by many travellers. Once 

stop talking about its splendour.

-

travel by a propeller plane from the North 

in appearance to Banff. It is nestled on the 

shore of crystal clear Lake Wakatipu and 

-

mountains around me and the lake in front 

the peaks above.

 I had planned on an excursion to 

on a daily charter to leave early the next 

looked at the possibilities. I decided to 

book a helicopter trek to the top of Mount 

Sightseeing cruise in Milford Sound, New Zealand

MCDONALD’S PLAZA, SIMCOE STREET, PORT PERRY

Payday Loans

Fixed Income Loans

Western Union

905-448-5919
www.coffeeculture.ca

Quality is just 
  the beginning!®

Specialty Hot & Frozen Coffees & Teas

COFFEE CULTURE
CAFÉ & EATERY

COME FOR THE TASTE, STAY FOR A VISIT

®

Musicians 
Needed for Live 
Entertainment

In Our Café
Cheapest

cheque cashing 
in town!

Wraps   
Grilled Sandwiches

Breakfast Bagels
Decadent Cakes

Snacks  •  Catering

Apply online at 
ecashstore.ca 905-982-1694
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View of Queenstown, New Zealand from the mountain.

-

had picked up and the parasailing had been cancelled. I 

-

utes.

 We set off and I immediately regretted my decision. The 

-

lence. 

say I have never experienced such turbulence as I did that day 

above the South Island. The plane shook continuously and as it 

often that I developed an excruciating headache. 

hanger.

-

birds soared overhead. 

 Several hours and hundreds of photographs later I returned 

deteriorated.

-

ney gave me an opportunity to relax and recall the events of the 

 A sampling of artwork created by Scugog artist Jimmie 
Frise is now on display in the lobby of the Township of 
Scugog building, 181 Perry St., Port Perry. 
 The works of art were unveiled on Feb. 18 and will be 
on display until Friday, Aug. 14, 2009. The public is invited 
to come and view the artwork Monday to Friday, from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 James Llewellyn Frise, or ‘Jimmie’ as he’s best known, 
was born around 1891 on Scugog Island. He became a 
household name with his ‘Birdseye Centre’ cartoons in the 
Toronto Star Weekly during the 1920s and 1930s.

Jimmie Frise cartoons on 

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidery   
Screen Printing

Trophies • Awards
Corporate Promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

•  Family owned and operated since 1969
•   Member Gentek Premium Renovator 

Gold Club Program
•  Strong, written warranties
•   Part of the Energy Star and 

Power Smart Programs

Allen’s Siding 
Products Limited

A SINCE 1969

S A L E S  &  I N S TA L L AT I O N
  Family owned and operated since 1969

Products Limited
S A L E S  &  I N S TA L L AT I O N

178 Reach Industrial Park
Port Perry • 905-985-3333       www.allenssiding.ca

OUR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES:
Windows • Doors • Trough • Awnings 

Solariums  • Roofs • Decks • Sunrooms



 Date:
    

 Location: Scugog Community Centre               

      Information: Call Shirley Love at 

   SPRING GARDEN SHOW
 Thirty-four talented artists and artisans 

the public for the 10th annual Lake Scugog 

Studio Tour next month. Watch for the “frog 

picturesque Lake Scugog countryside. See 

-

photography. 

local businesses and other venues. 

 Dates:

 Time:
 Tours: Self guided

 Admission: Free

 Information: 

A CREATIVE
JOURNEY

 The Borelians Theatre Group present 

-

-

changed forever. Directed by Vivian Lee.

 Performance Dates:
 Time: 8:00 p.m. 

 Matinees: May 2 and 9 at 2:00 p.m.

 Location: 
 Tickets:

KISS THE MOON . . .
    KISS THE SUN

and special surprises. 

    Shop this area’s most unique collection of 

scrumptious from one of many fabulous restau-

rants and cafès. Don’t miss this great night.

 Date:
 Location: 

Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

Traditional Recording: Solo.

storyteller. So I don’t feel bound 

by personal experience. If I come 

 Don’t miss Jenny Whiteley.

 Date:
    Showtime: 8:00 p.m.

    Location: Greenbank  

Tickets: $20 each at: 
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For one low monthly rate you get:
• 140 + Channels including On Demand
• Lite High-Speed Internet
• Home Phone Service with Voicemail,  
   Call Display & Call Waiting
• No Hidden Fees
• No Contracts

905.985.8171 • www.compton.net

WATCH, TALK & SURF
TV, PHONE, INTERNET 

PACKAGE
$9479

per month
+ Applicable 
taxes

$9804
per month

+ Applicable
taxes

“We are very pleased to welcome the players of King’s Bay to the GolfNorth 
family, we look forward to introducing our players and programs to this 
beautiful golf course”
Al Kavanagh, President GolfNorth Properties Inc.

1-888-833-8787 for more information and rates www.golfnorth.ca
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CENTURY HOME & GARDEN 
GREENHOUSES

 is Scugog’s premier year round growing 

greenhouses, and is located conveniently at 

1431 Hwy 7A, just west of the town limits.

With more than 45 years of experience, 

John and Karen vanderZalm look forward to 

sharing the knowledge and expertise to both 

novice and professional gardeners.

Personal customer service and exceptional value

are not just promises at Century Home & Garden 

Greenhouses... it’s their guarantee!

Open April 1, 2009
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Seniors Discount –
 10% (Tuesdays)

1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry

MULTI-DAY TOURSMULTI-DAY TOURS

5 DAYS A WEEK!
with pick ups in 

Pickering ~ Ajax 

Oshawa

Port Perry

DAY TRIPPIN’

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

Apr. 8 “Good Rockin’ Tonight -
 Sanderson Centre, Brantford
Apr. 25 Niagara Falls, NY
 Outlet Mall Shopping
Apr. 28 Discover Toronto!
May 7 & 12 Tulipmania in Ottawa
May 14  Buddy Wasisname & 

The Other Fellers
May 20 “The Sound of Music” - Toronto

May 21 St. Jacobs Country
May 23  Boulevard Mall, Buffalo NY Shopping
May 25 Castle Grounds & Jackpot Sounds
May 28 Geritol Follies - Hamilton
June 4 The Walters Family in Concert
June 9 Caledonia & Port Dover
June 20 Eastern Hills, Buffalo, NY Shopping
June 22 Cruise & Play in Toronto
June 24 “Me and My Girl” – St. Jacobs
July 29 “Jersey Boys” - Toronto

  MACKINAC ISLAND LILAC FESTIVAL
 4 Days  ~ June 12-15, 2009 Only $685.00 p.p.

GETAWAY TO THE 1000 ISLANDS
 2 Days  ~ June 24-25, 2009 Only $310.00 p.p.

DANIEL O’DONNELL IN ALBANY, NY
 3 Days  ~ Aug. 9-11, 2009 Only $675.00 p.p.

NEW YORK CITY
 4 Days  ~ Sept. 11-14, 2009 Only $1,145.00 p.p.

André Rieureturns to Toronto
April 17/09


