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The Best Prices
On the finest mouldings in 

the world!

50% Off
our Top 50 Larson - Juhl  

wood custom picture frames

25% Off 
all other Larson - Juhl wood 

custom picture frames
Valid until January 31/2008

THE FRAMER’S GALLERY
237 Queen St. Port Perry

(905) 985-2543    1-800-637-5391
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TIPS TO PRACTICE EVERY DAY 
FOR HEALTHY EATING
Uphold your New Year’s resolution 
by starting on the right foot 
toward your ideal weight. 
It’s important to maintain a 
healthy weight for good physical 
and mental health. 
You can live a healthy weight 
lifestyle by eating the 
recommended number of calories 
each day and getting regular 
exercise.

Eat a variety of nutrient-rich 
foods.
Enjoy plenty of whole grains, 
fruits and vegetables.
Eat moderate portions and 
regular meals.
Make changes gradually.

1893 SCUGOG STREET, PORT PERRY
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Cover Picture
Winter came early to Ontario 
and Scugog Township this 
year and snowmobilers are 
out on the trails enjoying one 
of the best winters in recent 
memory. See story page 4.
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Sincere wishes for health and 
happiness in the coming year

 from your friends at
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Peter and staff,
 For the last few weeks I’ve had an idea for an article that I think 
would be of interest to many, and well suited to your magazine.
 Partly in light of  the proposed WalMart store I’ve been think-
ing back over the last 25 years or so about some of the many com-
mercial proposals that have been presented to council, then most 
just faded away.
 My suggeston would be to enlighten the masses and make 
them think about what might have been.
 For example, would WalMart be building here today if Sobey’s, 
Swiss Chalet, etc. were already established at the west end site.... 
and would Reid’s Independent exist if the property had been  
developed into retirement condos, and a lakefront hotel?
 Also I’m somewhat amused about the “Big Box” paranoia on 
main street. Think back to 1975 when the huge new Canadian 
Tire and Dowson’s Red & White stores opened in the Port Perry  
Plaza, replacing their smaller main street versions. How many times  
bigger were they at that time?
 Another issue could be the potential of a “super” Shoppers Drug 
Mart replacing the Railroadhouse Motel. I would much rather see 
a new, quality motel there instead. This looks like another traffic 
disaster for Port Perry on 7A.
 In closing, thanks for having the guts to print “Thumbs” and 
“Changing Faces.” We usually just see the pictures of the ribbon 
cuttings, not the departure news. 
 Keep up the great work. Most of the people I’ve talked to on 
“this side of the causeway” enjoy it and consider it an interesting 
and classy publication. We always look forward to your next issue 
and the old one is still usually here when it arrives. 

Sincerely,
Craig Larmer

Blackstock 

Editors Note: Thanks for the comments and suggestion Craig. We hope 
our readers will turn to page 10 of this issue, where we’ve done a little  
research on your suggested topic. Very interesting to say the least!!! 
Thanks for the idea and keep in touch.

De!r F"c#s...

Thinking about what might have been

Dear Editor,
  In December’s issue you printed a story about our family’s 
Christmas Olympics and you should know that the response from 
the story was far-reaching! 
 While my daughter Shanna and a friend were working out at a 
gym in Guelph, her friend’s phone rang. It was her dad who lives 
in Port Perry calling to tell his daughter how much he loved the 
article! I heard from an old friend on Vancouver Island, one person 
in the Philippines along with loads of people from all over Scugog! 
 I’m so glad you’re producing the Focus because it covers all ar-
eas of interest and it encourages excitement about all the positive 
things so many people are doing in our area!
 Thumbs up to you!!!

  Monique Howat
Nestleton, Ont.

Editors Note:  Wow!!  Thanks Monique you are too kind. 

Response from story was far reaching
Dear Editor
 We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Scugog 
Chamber of Commerce for organizing a fabulous Santa Claus  
parade for Scugog’s kiddies and families again this year.
 I’m sure we speak for all those who enjoy this annual event 
when we say thanks to the directors, participants and volunteers 
for the time and effort they generously give to make this such an 
exciting event for our community.
 Not surprising, many people noticed that Scugog’s familiar 
Santa of the past 18 years was not on his sleigh and commented on 
his absence. We were disappointed he was not in the parade, but it 
was reassuring to see him, and hear his jovial “Ho, Ho, Ho” as he 
greeted young and old from his house in front of the post office. 
 As former presidents of the Scugog Chamber of Commerce we 
would like to express, on behalf of the entire community, our sin-
cere thanks and appreciation for the wonderful service this special 
man has provided our community for so many year’s.
 Thanks so much Santa! We hope you had a Merry Christmas 
and look forward to your return next year.
  Sincerely
   Bill Barr Ted Griffin
   Howard Hall Debra Jones
   Peter Hvidsten Elgin Knopp
   Warren Strong Don MacLeod

Mailbox
Thanks to Santa for years of service

Dr. J. Cottrell

Dr. J. Hardy

Dr. C. Banfi eld

Dr. J. Isenberg 

Dr. D. Galatanu

Dr. G. Gales

Dr. Edward King
Orthodontist

Dr.  Thomas McIntyre 
Periodontist

Start with a 
HEALTHY MOUTH!

905-985-8451

238 Queen St., Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com
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Enchanting
 LadyEnchanting
 Lady

 Port Perry resident, longtime artist and inau-
gural member of the Lake Scugog Studio Tour, 
Pamela Meacher is glowing with delight at the 
bronze medal she has been awarded for illus-
trations in her first book, “Emily’s Enchanted 
Guardians.” 
 The book, published in February 2006, 
was entered into the First Annual Moon-
beam Children’s Book Awards in 
Chicago on November 3rd.
 The event honoured more 
than 850 of the best children’s 
books, authors and illustrators 
from across Canada, USA and 
overseas.
 “I’m incredibly proud of my 
book,” says Pamela, because at age 
30 she discovered her life-long com-
munications problems to be dyslexia. 
She had struggled for many years to 
overcome a tendency to see and write 
in “mirror writing.” As a result, a young 
Pamela submerged herself in art and dance. 
 “My parents couldn’t keep me in paper,” she 
shares with a chuckle. 
 For 15 years, ballet took precedence in her life. 
Pamela was successful at two entrance exams for 
the Royal Ballet Academy in England – one at age 
8 (when too young, in her parents’ view) and again 
at age 14, but the distance from her new home in 
Canada was too great.
 So, Pamela went on to study ceramics in Mon-
treal, oil painting in Ottawa and life studies in To-
ronto. She spent years creating large oil canvasses 
before switching to the delicate botanically-styled 

native flora she’s so well-known for.
 It was only after a 5-year hiatus raising her 
two sons, Steve and David, that she picked up pen 
and ink instead of paintbrush and palette knife. “I 

started drawing, then added the water colour 
and dropped the ink,” 

she explains. 
 “I’m happiest 
with these fine, tight 
paintings that I create 
now.”

 Her husband, Robert 
has always been her 

greatest supporter as she 
moved from the “reclaimed 
bedroom/studio” to the bright, 
airy space that she’s occupied 

for the past 11 years. 
 “We were des-
tined to move to Port Per-
ry when we left Richmond 

Hill in November 1996,” says 
Pamela with a twinkle in her eye, 

“because I was already booked for the Kent 
Farndale Gallery the following April. That made 
for such a wonderful introduction to the commu-
nity.”
 Pamela has also leveraged her experience, 
chairing a multi-cultural organization in North 
York as well as an arts organization in Richmond 
Hill, into a 10-year stay on the Canadian Wild-
flower Society’s board and membership in the Bo-
tanical Artists of Canada and American Society of 
Botanical Artists. 

Please turn to page 6

Scugog’s award  

winning illustrator,  

Pamela Meacher, 

recalls her parents 

couldn’t keep her 

 in paper when she  

was a young girl.
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Snowmobilers just want to 

time in more than a decade 
Scugog trails are covered 
with a blanket of fresh, 
white snow!

Bring it on!!

 Snowmobilers in southern Ontario were 
grinning ear-to-ear under their visors mid-
December, as they looked out at a winter-
wonderland spread out before them.
 And with an abundance of snow arriving 
more than a month earlier than a year ago, 
many members of the Port Perry Snowmo-
bile Club, and registered permit holders, 
have enjoyed more snowmobiling this year 
than they did the entire last season. 
 Bill Harper, one of the charter members 
of the local club in 1971 recalls the formation 
of the club started off innocently enough. 
The first meeting was held at the Port Per-
ry Odd Fellows hall when a group of local 
“guys” who held a common interest in snow-
mobiling met.  
 “We all threw in a few bucks to help pay 
for sending out invitations/newsletters and 
the club was started” recalls Bill. Some of 
those attending the first meeting included 
Howard Hall, who chaired the meeting,  
John Majcher (the first president), Charlie 

Lown, Larry Davidson, as well as Bill and 
his wife Shay.
 Bill recalls it wasn’t long after the club 
formed, that John Majcher stepped down as 
president, due to what he felt was a conflict 
of interest. John owned a GM dealership on 
Water Street but was also the local Ski-doo 
dealer in town. Charlie Lown, assumed the 
role as president.
  Another noticeable change in the club’s 
dynamics would occur again when the gov-
ernment intervened and ruled that trail per-
mits were to be mandatory. Although this 
automatically gave the club a level of legiti-
macy it also made the club focus change.  
 “We went from a bunch of people with the 
same interest making trails for ourselves, to 
what our trails are now, more of a tourism 
based trail system” says Bill.

 Port Perry snowmobilers have embraced 
a variety of venues over the years from oval 
racing at the local fairgrounds to drag rac-
ing held on Lake Scugog. The drag racing 
led to Lake Scugog being host to an attempt 
to set the Snowmobile World Speed Record 
in 1978. The sled, sponsored by Budweiser, 
managed an impressive 152 mph on the ex-
tra long drag strip built on the lake. All the 
stops were pulled out to mark the occasion 
including aerial photos of the event.
 Today more and more people are find-
ing out what generations of families already 
know... that snowmobiling is a great way to 
welcome another season.  
 “Instead of people sitting around at home 
hating winter, you find something to do and 
enjoy all the seasons,” is the way Bill likes to 
explain it.

See “On The Trails” on page 18
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Bring it on!!
Changing
Faces!

 With Christmas and New Year’s celebrations now behind us, 
Scugog area businesses are beginning to focus on the year ahead.
 Traditionally the early months of a new year slow down from the 
hectic pace of the weeks leading to Christmas... but it’s still interest-
ing to note a few changes have taken place over the past month.
 New to Queen St. in December was “Kenneth Bell King of Glitz” 
which opened at 151 Queen St., the former home of Mrs. RB’s Fix-
in’s. This unique store carries fashion accessories including hand 
bags and watches.
 And just off the main drag, two blocks south at 158 Casimir St., 
John Bucholski has opened Axion-MacDonald Insurance Services. 
John’s office handles home, auto and business insurance.
 On the negative side, we’re sorry to report the closure of the 
“Olde Country Bulk Store” during the final days of November. This 
great little store offered up all kinds of bulk food products at its  
Water St. site, across from Palmer Park.
 And immediately south of the bulk food store - The Waterfront 
Diner remains empty after closing its doors a couple of months ago 
- leaving yet another vacant space in the downtown.
 And slipping back to the main drag, we noticed window signs 
went up last month announcing the closure of Just B-Cuz at 255 
Queen St. This store was a valued outlet for crafters, artists and tal-
ented youngsters and will be missed.
 Hopefully the new year will bring budding entrepreneurs out to 
fill the current store vacancies scattered throughout the town.

BETZ
POOLS

Available at:

Betz Pools Limited
5688 Main Street, Stouffville 
906-640-1424
www/betzpools.com

P O O L S  •  H O T  T U B S  •  B A C K Y A R D  L I V I N G

Traditional Styling makes this table 

being used. 1” slate and a 

combination of solid wood and 

wood veneers are sure to impress.
$189500

Delivered, installed with 

accessories (within 30km).

Model on display in the 

showroom.

PREMIUM SERIES

This series starts with 

materials from recreational to 

and quality standards of Beringer 

simply can not be beat.

Introducing …

John Bucholski
B.A., CIP

Over 30 years
of experience

158 Casimir St. Suite 204, 
Port Perry

905-985-1123
axion@powergate.ca

Axion-MacDonald
Insurance Services
a division of Axion Insurance Services Inc. 

Competitive Prices  

Personal Service  

Superior Protection

~ Home 

~ Business

~ Auto 
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“Humbled” by the acceptance of her work
 She participates in shows and events internationally. Her works 
are displayed in such places as The Royal Horticultural Show (U.K.), 
the Royal Botanical Gardens (Hamilton), The Confederation Arts 
Centre (P.E.I.), the Canadian Collection (Kleinburg), the Roycroft 

Museum Shops (East Aurora, New 
York), the Roger Tory Peterson In-
stitute (Jamestown, New York) and 
Canada Blooms (Toronto). 
 Clients, both private and corporate, 
in Australia, Japan, U.K., U.S.A. and 
across Canada avidly collect originals 
and limited edition reproductions.
   The corporate head offices of Shera-
ton Four Seasons Hotels are graced by 
a collection of Pamela’s provincial em-
blems on the walls of their “Provincial 
Room.”
 “I am humbled by people’s accept-
ance of my work,” says Pamela. “And 
to have someone accept your work to 
the point of wanting to live with it is 
very gratifying.”
 And live with Pamela Meacher’s 
work they do! She has sold 900 copies 
of “Emily’s Enchanted Guardians” to 
date. She’s also just finished a group 
show at Todmorden Mills in Toronto; 
is slated to participate in a house tour 
Summer Solstice weekend (June 21st) 

in Claremont and planning a show in Jamestown, New York for Au-
gust 2008.
 She has raised a total of $8,000 for the Stephen Lewis Founda-
tion with a $10 contribution from each copy of “Ceiladh” (celtic for 
celebration) which she created during grief therapy after the passing 
of her daughter-in-law, Maggie (also a dancer) in 2004. 
 “I have an amazingly faithful clientele,” she says, explaining that 
her April 2006 book launch sold 200 copies and 29 original water 
colours. “What a truly overwhelming outpouring of acceptance.”
 Despite all the success, friends and family are what Pamela cites 
as most important. The newest addition to that 
roster, her grandson Nathan Scott has 
helped inspire and sustain Pame-
la’s creativity on her sequel book, 
“Emily’s Perils and Poisons.”
 “I’m a very lucky lady!” she ad-
mits with a smile.

By Barbara Hunt
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 3

Two of Pam’s 
watercolours - at 
right, Harbinger  
of Spring - and 
at left, from the  
Faeries Col-
lection a 
painting 
simply called 
“Jack”.

Brock’s has been a part of this planet for over 125 years. And we 
want to preserve its future for our kids. Our Brock’s printed plastic 
bags are now FULLY DEGRADABLE. The bags will break down in 

offering reusable fabric bags made from RECYCLED POP BOTTLES!! 
for just 99 cents. Each time you use it we will deduct 50 cents 
from your purchase.

IS GOING GREEN

168-178 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2521   •   www.brocks.ca

PORT PERRY
Antique and Nostalgia 

               Show & Sale

13th Annual

905-985-7346 ext. 126/brobinson@scugog.ca
Contact Brenda:

Adults $5 (incl. re-admit) • Children under 12 FREE

Scugog Community Centre
1655 Reach St., Port Perry
Sat. Feb. 2: 10am - 5pm
Sun. Feb 3: 10am - 4pm

United Canada Colour Party
Recruiting…
for all people 
16 years of 
age and older,
interested in 
marching and drills.

Call Bruce
905-985-0575
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Emily VanCamp, left, was home to 
visit her family for Christmas 2007. 
The young Port Perry actress cur-
rently stars in the televison series 
“Brothers & Sisters”. 

 Left centre: Brenda Robinson was on the receiving end of a  
letter and white rock signed by “The Phantom” on December 18. The 
Phantom also left a donation of $100 for the Scugog Arena expan-
sion fund.
 Left: Tom and Daphne Mitchell announced the closure of their 
popular Settlement House shops in downtown Port Perry.

HOME 
ON THE 
RANGE

. . . page  9

FOCUSon Scugog

FEBRUARY 2007

Luxury On
The Lake

. . . page  12
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Snapshots of 2007

Local snowboard 
sensation Matt Morison 

World Cup Snowboard competition in  
Furanol, Japan in March. He also 

landed a berth on the Canadian  
National Team during his rookie year.

Durham Regional 

Whiteway became 
-

moted to the rank 
of superintendent 

of the department in 
February 2007.

Picture
This!

BDO Dunwoody LLP
1 Brock Street East, Uxbridge  
905-852-9714

As one of Canada’s leading accounting and advisory fi rms, BDO is 
dedicated to offering the best service. Our partners and staff are 
part of a tradition of commitment to our clients and community. 
Experience. The Difference.

Assurance | Accounting | Taxation | Advisory Services

Systems Inc.

Non-Electric / Electric Softeners
Deep Well Pump Service 
Iron & Sulphur Filtration
Ultraviolet Sterilizers
Licensed Plumber
Reverse Osmosis
Filters - Lamps
Salt Delivery
Gas Removal
Industrial
Farm
Commercial
Residential

Family Business Since 1950

YOUNG’S WATER SYSTEMS INC. 
7675 Baldwin St., Hwy. 12, Brooklin
905-655-4544 • 1-800-263-1959
sales@youngswater.com

LICENCED
BY M.O.E.

TE
ST

ED ANDVALIDATED

U
N

D
ER

INDUSTRY STANDAR
D

STM ®

CANADIAN

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER

TM

FREE
WATER
TEST
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D  - That despite our com-
plaints Canadians pay far less for gas  than 
many other countries. In fact, our gas is 
rather cheap at $1 litre ($3.78 US gallon) 
compared to Oslo, Norway where it’s $6.27 
gal. ($1.65 litre): London, England at $5.79 
($1.53 litre) and Paris, France at $5.54 
($1.47 litre). We can all be happy we don’t 
live in Amsterdam where motorists pay a 
whopping $6.48 US gallon ($1.72 litre).
 That all seems rather meaningless, when 
we read that gas is only 12¢ gallon in Ven-
ezuela! That’s right... a mere 3.1¢ litre.

D  - While on the topic of “liq-
uid gold” it’s interesting to note that there 
are far more complaints about gas prices 
than many other expensive liquids. Take 
coffee for instance. Based on a 12 oz. cup, 
coffee costs about $4.29 per litre - compared 
to gas at an average price of $1.00 litre. Even 
bottled water is double, or more, than gas.
 Guess the next time we’re filling up and 
the price is $1.00 or more a litre, we can be 
thankful our vehicles don’t run on cof fee!!!

D  - The town clock which 
overlooks Queen Street from atop the Port 
Perry Post Office first began keeping time 
and ringing out the hours in May 1914. The 
clock was purchased from J. Smith and Sons 
of the Midland Clock Works in Derby, Eng-
land and installed in the tower when the post 
office construction was completed in April.
 Ninty-three years after this amazing time-
piece was installed, the same movement con-
tinues to keep the old hands on the clock pro-
viding time for all to see.

D ...there really is a Santa 
Claus? In what appears to have been a mini 
“gas-war” three gas stations at corner of 
7A & Simcoe St. dropped their prices dra-
matically over the Christmas holidays. Sur-
prised motorists flocked to the pumps caus-
ing gridlock at this busy intersection when 
prices drop to a low of 60.0¢ on Dec. 28th. 
 Unfortunately, many who hoped up to fill 
up at the low price were disappointed when 
a short time after this photo was taken prices 
were raised to 103.6¢ a litre. What goes!!!

Did You Know?

 With only a few days to go before Scu-
gog’s first-ever Polar Bear Plunge, entries 
are starting to come in.
 While only seven people had registered 
just prior to Christmas, Anne Wright, one 
of the organizers, is confident more peo-
ple will ‘jump-in’ as the event gets closer. 
“We’re going ahead for sure,” she said.
 The plunge will take place at the Kins-
men Beach in Palmer Park, and organizers 
will have a couple of warm school buses 
ready for the participants when they get 
out of the water.
 While details about how to open up a 
patch of water along the lakefront are yet 
to be ironed out, anticipation is mounting 
in the community. 
 The Scugog Polar Bear Plunge is the 
brainchild of members of the Port Perry 
Hospital Auxiliary, who hope to raise 
funds for the local hospital.
 Gail Kerry, a long time Auxiliary mem-

Taking the
PLUNGE

Please turn to page 20

COMPLIMENTARY 
EMPLOYMENT RELATED 
TRAINING AVAILABLE!

Internet Basics
Computer Basics
Hidden Job Market
Violence in the Workplace 

For more information about our 
services, please call 905-985-1441, visit

www.portperrycerc.com or drop by 
116 Water Street, Port Perry, ON

PORT PERRY 
COMMUNITY EMPLOYMENT 

RESOURCE CENTRE

Employment Ontario 
programs are funded 

in part by the 
Government of Canada

 General Dentists: Dr. Kevin Dunkerley       Dr. Tushar Mahendra
Dr. Sandro Del Rosso     Dr. Meetu Mahendra

Orthodontist: Dr. Bob Boyko
        Periodontist: Dr. Farah Walji

Serving Port Perry for more than 28 years

462 Paxton St., Port Perry
Located across from the hospital 

in the Medical Associates building

905-985-8459

EVENING
APPOINTMENTS

AVAILABLE

New Patients & Emergencies Welcome

D  -  The town passed 
the following bylaw regarding bath-
ing in 1884. “No person shall bathe 
or wash their person in the water 
of Lake Scugog fronting on the 
limits of this corporation between 
the hours of seven o’clock in the 
forenoon and nine o’clock in the 
afternoon.” It also stipulated “No 
person shall publicly expose his 
person or make any other indecent 
exhibition within this corporation.
 Anyone contravening the bylaw 
was liable to penalties ranging from 
$1.00 to $30.00 and costs paid to 
the corporation.
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OPEN:
Tuesday -
Saturday
9:30 - 5:30

94 Ella Street
(corner of Queen

& Ella)
905-985-5028

 Annual Winter
SALE
 Begins …
Friday, January 11 
Saturday, January 12 
with amazing
savings continuing 
through the winter

Famous
UPSTAIRS SALE

*  Lots of New 
Sale Items

At
 H

om
e

Yoga Classes (10 weeks $120)

Jan. 14 / Mondays  1:30 – 3 pm    
Prince Albert Hall

Jan. 15 / Tuesdays  5:30 – 7 pm   
Scout Hall, Port Perry

Jan. 16 / Wednesdays  8 – 9 pm   
Scout Hall, Port Perry

Meditation (10 weeks $70) 

Jan. 15 / Tuesdays  7:15 – 8 pm    
Location T.B.A.

Call David: 905.985.4147 

dmsm@powergate.ca

www.mayahealingarts.com

Register Now!
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Meta4 
Contemporary Craft Gallery

200 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-1534

www.meta4gallery.ca

try something new
Fabulous, fun, 
and creative art 
courses for all 
ages right 
here in 
Port Perry. 

Painting,
drawing, 
jewellery,

and much more!

Daytime, evening,    
 weekend, and 

             after school.

   Half day, full day, 
and 6-week courses.

Register by phone or in person.
For full details visit our website.

Help Cure The Winter

New Beginner Classes
Starting in the

Latcham Centre

OPEN HOUSES
Monday, Jan. 7 - 7:00-9:00 pm

Thursday, Jan. 10 - 1:30-3:30 pm

Classes are taught by accredited 
Taoist Tai Chi®  instructors who continually 

update their skills.

905-668-6500
®
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or, what 
could have
been . . .

What if . . . ? 
Those two little words conjure up many interesting scenarios when 

linked to the commercial and residential development within Port Per-
ry and Scugog Township over the past 35 years.

 So now, with the reality of a massive development at the west 
entrance to Port Perry an almost certainty, we thought it would be 
interesting to look back on the current proposal and a number of  
others - some of which materialized and others which faded away like 
the paper on which they were conceived.

 Long before SmartCentres announced their intention to construct 
a large WalMart and additional stores along the town entrance, our 
township fathers were faced with similar proposals which have had a 
profound effect on the way our town looks today.

 It was almost 35 years ago, in June 1972, that developer Tony Ce-
saroni unveiled his plans for what he described as a “large, exciting 
project for the lakefront.”

 The development, which was to be constructed near the present 
boat launch would have featured a 40 room hotel, apartment building, 
shopping plaza, marina, tennis court, swimming pool, etc. In addition it 
was designed to provide a new boat launch and slips.

 This project got as far as having hundreds of 30’ piles driven into the 
ground before being scuttled. Years later the Leewind Condominiums 
were constructed on the same land slated for the marina project.

 That same year, the town welcomed both the opening of Ken Jack-
son’s new Flamingo Pastries Limited plant on Simcoe Street, and the 
announcement of a new 30-unit Senior Citizens building for the corner 
of Kellet and Bigelow St.

 In the ensuing years Port Perry saw the opening of the new Cana-
dian Imperial Bank of Commerce on Queen St. (1980) and a 12,000 sq. 
ft. expansion of Port Perry Plaza the following year.

 In 1981, after a long battle over the location, construction of a new 
Scugog War Memorial Library moved forward when the Board decided 
unanimously to award the building contract to Sherwood Construction 
of Oshawa.

 And despite the wishes of many residents living in the vicinity of 
Carnegie St., Borelia Co-operative, this subsidized housing develop-
ment got the green light to proceed in 1984. 

 But not all projects brought before our council met with approval or 
had the expertise and money to move them forward.

 In 1986 plans for a small commercial plaza on Simcoe St, just north 
of the Reach Rd. (Durham Rd. #8) intersection was rejected by Scu-
gog Township council, who wanted to keep commercial ventures in the 
town core. Ironically, a commercial 
plaza was recently approved about 
one block away from this proposal, 
at the corner of Durham Rd. #8 and 
Old Simcoe Rd., last year. And yes, 
we do have another Tim Horton’s 
coffee shop in town!

 It wasn’t until October 1987 that 
council was once again faced with another massive development proj-
ect, one that would have had a profound change on the way the south-
ern shore of Lake Scugog’s waterfront looks today.

 The large $25 million commercial/residential development would 
have included a 50,000 sq. ft. enclosed shopping mall with a restaurant. 
In addition, the property would house 90 condominiums in four build-
ings along the lakefront, and a 100-unit apartment building for seniors 
looking across Lake Scugog. See plan at top of page.

 The “Conway Development,” as it became known, was proposed 
by Port Perry resident and developer Hans Moehring, and would have 
been located on the north side of Highway 7A, where Reid’s Indepen-
dent store is now located, along the southern shore of Lake Scugog.

 Despite proceeding with the first stages of the development, a sea-
wall boarding the lakefront in front of the property and the twinning 
of the sewer line from the pump house behind Latcham Centre to the 
property line... this development failed.

Above is the 1972 Cesaroni development plan for the property near the boat 
launch, and below the Leewind condomiums as they looked in 1988.

Massive $25 million 
proposal included 

a 50,000 sq. ft.
indoor shopping mall 

Please turn to page 19

What if...
Original plan for the 
south shore of Lake 

Scugog included 
4 condominiums 

and a seniors 
apartment 

building.
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www.eventdecorators.ca
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… continued on page 16 183 CASIMIR ST., PORT PERRY  905.982.0629

DESIGNER HANDBAGS

Classic Bags for Any Occasion

Banquet Hall & Conference Center

Located on the beautiful 
Oak Ridges Moraine, 
featuring a panoramic view 
of 133 acres of majestic 
hardwood and pine forests, 
creating a peaceful setting 
for your wedding reception. 

Our complete wedding 
packages will take care of 
your every need. 

TT rillium             T rails

Let us help 
you make 
your day 
one to 

remember.

OSHAWA
905-655-3754

www.trilliumtrails.com

GORGEOUS
NAILS

add that special touch to your wedding day.

Manicures
Pedicures

186  Casimir Street
Port Perry

905-985-9130

We specialize in: 
• Acrylic Nails  • Gel Nails

• Facials  • All Waxings
• Make-up Applications

• Botox CHRIS
FOX
PERSONAL CHEF

Catering
 Service

905-982-1990
E-mail: chefchris@netscape.ca

~ SERVED OR BUFFET-STYLE ~

We’ll help make your 
wedding reception an affair 
to remember with delicious 
food, beautiful presentation 

and impeccable service. 

... continued on page 15
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Call for reservations at 905-985-1106 or book online at
www.scugogcruises.com

     eddings on the MV Woodman are 
a unique and romantic way to celebrate 
your special day. With a chapel design 
located on the upper deck and the beautiful 
scenery, you and your guests can enjoy the 
wonderful service and atmosphere Scugog 
Island Cruises can provide. Choose from 
one of our all inclusive ceremony and 
reception packages or have one custom 
designed to suit your needs. Scugog Island 
Cruises strives to make your special day an 
everlasting memory just the way you’ve 
always dreamed it.

Scugog Island Cruises
May to October Weddings
905.982.1106  •  www.scugogcruises.com

W

~ Y O U R U L T I M A T E C R U I S E W E D D I N G E X P E R I E N C E ~

Immerse yourself in the luxury 
of a pampering spa experience.
Bridal Parties & Groups Welcome
Seasonal Spa Specials Available

Health & Beauty Spa
56 Perry St., Port Perry

905-985-7727 • www.lakewindsspa.ca

Escape for a 
Day at the Spa

Escape for a 
Day at the Spa

11 Water Street 
Port Perry

905-985-3684

Beauty for the Bride

and her favourite party girls!
We specialize in helping brides and bridal 
parties get picture-perfect for the big day. 
Let us handle all of your 
bridal beauty needs, 
from head to toe. Monte

Carlo
HAIR FASHION

OOH-LA-LA!
Lingerie

143 Perry St., 
Port Perry

905-982-1143

We can 
help you get 

the perfect fit.
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Party Time Catering and Rentals

804 Ritson Rd. S. , Oshawa
Tel: 905-728-5167  •  www.pelicancatering.ca

Pelican is more than your premium caterer.  We are….
Event Planners…. To help plan the perfect event every time!

Gourmet Food… A choice of several menus 
with the option to customize. 

Rentals…. To supply you with all your party 
rental needs.

Professional Staff
staff will cater to all your needs.

Décor… Fabulous Décor to suit your theme and impress your guests.

Great Memories… cherished moments at weddings, unforgettable 
corporate events, outstanding fundraiser galas, and delighted guests 
all around. Visit our website www.pelicancatering.ca
to read our most recent customer testimonials.

Catering for 2 to 1000,  indoor or outdoor, 
corporate or social,  BBQ or Black Tie, 

Pelican can help make planning your event a pleasure.

401

Bloor St. E.

Wentworth 

Ritson Rd. S.

WEDDINGS • CORPORATE BANQUETS • CONVENTIONS • SPORTS FUNCTIONS  • BUSINESS MEETINGS • TRADE SHOWS • REUNIONS   BACHELOR PARTIES • BBQ’S

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT 804 RITSON AND SPEAK TO OUR SPECIAL EVENTS CO-ORDINATORS

for over 40 years!

Party Time Catering and Rentals

High Quality, New Tents
for your

Wedding Day
and all

Special Occasions

 905-261-0710
18200 Hwy. 12

www.intotents.ca

The Personal Touch
FLORAL & GIFT SHOP

905-985-9360
1-800-603-4544

All

the beauty your arms can hold . . .

And of course personalized vows are always welcome!

She believes that each
wedding should be 

unique and as 
original as you are.

Ceremonies performed:
• Traditional • Double Ring
• Spiritual • Unity Candle
• Family Unity • Commitment
• Vow Renewal • Roses, Sand, or Hands

905-725-3737
Email:  afolkes@rogers.com

Website:  www.alvafolkes.com
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905-985-2172
204 Queen Street, Port Perry

ank’s astries

INSPIRATIONS
ON QUEEN STREET

246 Queen Street, Port Perry
inspirations@bellnet.ca

905-985-9005

             INSPIRE  YOUR  STYLE    

Private
Bridal Showers

&
Gift Registry

             INSPIRE  YOUR  STYLE    

LAKEVIEW 
BEER & WINE
159 Casimir St., 

Port Perry
905-985-4352

TOA S T
Wedding Wines

Create your own 
vintage. Impress them 
with your own special 
wine. It is easy and 
enjoyable. As with all 
wedding plans, you 
must plan ahead when 
making wine. Visit or 
call to discuss our wine 
making packages.
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Transformational Rituals
Celebrations for
Personal & Spiritual Growth
     with

Diana Matthew
M.A. in Counselling
(Ordained Minister)

As well as officiating at 
personalized weddings, 
Rev. Matthew delights 
in offering the 
following services:
Relationship
Counselling
Blessing Of 
Your Home
Renewal of 
Marriage Vows
Christenings
Memorial Services

For these, or any other turning point in your life 
which you choose to celebrate, feel free to contact 
Diana for a friendly consultation at 905-985-9519.

lawlesslawless
Dry

Alterations

Cleaners Inc.

14500 Simcoe St., Port Perry 
(Southgate Plaza)

905-982-1122

Alterations Available
Clean and Preserve your gown 

$99.99 (Boxed $149.00)

Because it’s more than 
                 just a dress…

& GIFT SHOPPE

166 Water Street
Port Perry
905-985-2525

www.ivesflorist.com

Creating bridal bouquets 
    and wedding flowers that 
       capture the spirit and 
  style of your 
            special day.

FROM THE USUAL… TO THE UNUSUAL

BE GOLD. SEND FTD

… continued from page 11
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Tanis
Appetizers

Soups

Salads

Sandwiches

Pork, Beef, Lamb

Chicken

Seafood

Vegetarian

Desserts

Let us provide a tastefully crafted 
menu and elegant setting for your 
special day.

From the latest culinary trends
to traditional favourites, we pride 
ourselves on preparing a celebra-
tion of food that exceeds your 
highest expectations.

The Roving Chef

The Roving Chef
905-853-2966
www.rovingchef.ca
rovingchef@rovingchef.ca

Willow Springs Winery
5572 Bethesda Rd., Stouffville

905-642-9463
www.willowspringswinery.ca

operating out of…

We make it easy and affordable to 
plan the destination wedding or honeymoon 

of your dreams.

MC

158 Casimir Street, Port Perry  
905-985-2268

The place in your mind. We’ll get you there.
TICO #4577532

905-985-2333
1-877-492-8555
13601 HWY. 12. R.R.4
PORT PERRY

DONNA & DON HARPER
OWNED & OPERATED

www.sanmanmotel.ca

All the comforts of home.

T. BYERS
SEPTIC PUMPING & PORTABLE TOILETS

Clean, Modern Units for All Occasions –
for the comfort of your guests at the big event.

 24 Hour
Service

SEPTIC TANK PUMPING 905-985-3048
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 for the great ambassador Port Perry’s Santa Claus  
is for the merchants of the downtown. Scugog’s jolly 
old man has been greeting kids and adults alike to his 

throughout December for the past 18 years. Young 
and old, big and small, they all get a dose of Christmas cheer... 
and a special treat as they pass by his house. See ya next year 
Santa!!!

 to the apparent inconsistency and enforcement 
of the business signage along Queen St. More than 

been put through the hoops to conform to the town-
ship’s sign bylaws... only to see other businesses, such 

as Tribal Voices, hang out a plastic sign for months on end. If the 

 to the Scugog roads department for the quick and 
-

walks throughout the township after “the big storm of 
2007.” More than 24 cm of snow fell in about 12 hours 
clogging all of Scugog streets and roads. But our ‘guys’ 

had the main arteries cleared by morning and secondary streets 
later that day. Thanks a lot guys - great job!!!

a number of people complain about snow clogged side-
walks in front of many residential homes for days after 

to anyone who failed to clear their sidewalks in a timely 
fashion, forcing pedestrians to walk along slippery, wet roads.

 to Marina and Julie Brock for their concern about 
the future of our planet. The owners of Brock’s Depart-

-
able” plastic bags and reusable fabric bags at the store 

bags are manufactured from recycled pop bottles. What a great 
idea! Hopefully more businesses will follow their lead.

A column devoted to recognizing events and  
decisions affecting the residents of Scugog  

Township, and rating them with a “Thumbs Up, 
 or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs

T R A I L E R  S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

HUGE In-Stock Inventory
OSHAWA, ONT.

SALES, SERVICE
PARTS
& TRAILERS

465 Bloor St. W., Oshawa           Financing Available O.A.C.  
www.jensentrailers.com   •   1-866-479-1744         

Leasing

Integrative Health Centre
Sunleite
188 Mary Street, Port Perry

A New Day Dawning

Health Report

www.sunleitehealth.ca 
188 Mary Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-3303

The beginning of a new year 
always presents an opportuni-

year. It feels like a new begin-

-

day dawning. An opportunity to 

a happy and healthy life. Isn’t 

-

shift this part of your life. 

after indulging during the holi-

of being healthy and free of 

-

-

why you are self-sabotaging or 
-

ties with regard to your health 

-
-

-
ited to your inability to sleep or 

-
-

what your intentions are. I will 

New Year’s Resolution 
-

tentions. All of the things you 

intentions for self and others. 
If you need support and guid-

know where we are. 
Consider this......

Brenda M. Leite 
Practitioner of 

Natural Medicine

Full Time 
!ermography Clinic

~ Breast & Full Body ~
Fibrocystic, large, enhanced or dense 
breasts do not interfere with the scan.

NO RADIATION OR COMPRESSION
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 Snowmobile enthusiasts line the road near the Port Perry Snowmobile 
Club headquarters, located south of Port Perry just off Shirley Road, to un-
load their sleds and hit the trails.

Continued from page 4

On the trails
 Today, it’s not uncommon to see three generations of families out 
riding together on the trails or in the restaurants or even socializing 
with other sledders at their hotel. This is a far cry from the negative 
stereotype snowmobilers often get as a bunch of ‘yahoos’ ripping up 
the trails and drinking irresponsibly. 
 There is a real commitment involved in the sport of snowmobil-
ing – there has to be. With the average price of a snowmobile being 
$8,700, plus the additional cost of all the gear (mitts, suit, helmet, 
boots), gas, permits, passes, insurance – the activity can be very 
costly.
 And for the real enthusiasts, those who spend weekends on 
snowmobiling excursions throughout Ontario and beyond, there’s 
the additional cost of lodging, meals, entertainment and repairs, all 
bundled into a season that lasts approximately three months… so 
it’s no wonder snowmobilers take the sport so seriously.  
 Rain is a four letter word for snowmobilers, as it can have a dev-
astating effect on their favourite season. But for three months of the 
year Canadians are willing to pay the price - estimated at more than 
$385 million spent last year - to ensure they have a good time while 
the winter weather holds up!  
 There is a sign, on a trail, somewhere in Ontario that reads...
  ‘If you’ve got time to complain’
  ‘You’ve got time to volunteer’
 Enough said, Ride Safe and support your local snowmobile club.  
For upcoming events check www.portperrysnowmobileclub.com

By Chris DeClute
Focus on Scugog

What you need to know about
Private Snow Removal

The Township of Scugog Refuse and Snow 
Removal By-Law regulate the removal of snow and 
ice from sidewalks and the disposal of snow and ice 
from driveways.

Here are some regulations you need to know when removing snow 
and ice this winter:
•  If you have a sidewalk that runs along side of or in front of your 

property, you are required to remove all snow and ice from the 
sidewalk within twenty-four (24) hours of accumulation.

•  Snow that is removed from your driveway should be placed on 
your own property.  Placing snow on the street or on a neighbour’s 
property (or any property other than your own) is an offence.

•  It is unlawful to push snow out of your driveway and across the 
street.
Failing to comply with these provisions may result in a Notice 

being given to you, which could result in the Township doing the 
required work and / or charges being laid.

For More Information on Township Regulations visit www.scugog.on
or Call the By-Law Enforcement Office at (905) 985-7346.

PROPERTY OWNERS AWARENESS

     KEN REINHARDT
Proud Member of Our Township’s Property Standards and 
Committee of Adjustment, and Fence Viewing Committee
PMB PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE BROKERS INC.

“ Securing Your Best Interest ” ®
204 Casimir St., Port Perry - 905-985-4029

Enjoying 30 Years of Mortgage Lending 
throughout Durham Region and Beyond

ORTHOPEDIC 
CENTRE

FREE ORTHOTICS
Purchase 1 pair of custom 
orthotics and receive 
1 pair of orthotics
FREE

FREE ATHLETIC SHOES

Purchase 1 pair of custom 
orthotics and receive 1 pair 

of athletic shoes FREE
Limited time offer. Not valid with any other offer. 

Limited time offer. Not valid with any other offer. 

  FOCUS. JAN.07.32pgs.indd   18 12/27/07   3:43:50 PM



18  FOCUS - JANUARY 2008   focus@observerpub.ca

 Snowmobile enthusiasts line the road near the Port Perry Snowmobile 
Club headquarters, located south of Port Perry just off Shirley Road, to un-
load their sleds and hit the trails.

Continued from page 4

On the trails
 Today, it’s not uncommon to see three generations of families out 
riding together on the trails or in the restaurants or even socializing 
with other sledders at their hotel. This is a far cry from the negative 
stereotype snowmobilers often get as a bunch of ‘yahoos’ ripping up 
the trails and drinking irresponsibly. 
 There is a real commitment involved in the sport of snowmobil-
ing – there has to be. With the average price of a snowmobile being 
$8,700, plus the additional cost of all the gear (mitts, suit, helmet, 
boots), gas, permits, passes, insurance – the activity can be very 
costly.
 And for the real enthusiasts, those who spend weekends on 
snowmobiling excursions throughout Ontario and beyond, there’s 
the additional cost of lodging, meals, entertainment and repairs, all 
bundled into a season that lasts approximately three months… so 
it’s no wonder snowmobilers take the sport so seriously.  
 Rain is a four letter word for snowmobilers, as it can have a dev-
astating effect on their favourite season. But for three months of the 
year Canadians are willing to pay the price - estimated at more than 
$385 million spent last year - to ensure they have a good time while 
the winter weather holds up!  
 There is a sign, on a trail, somewhere in Ontario that reads...
  ‘If you’ve got time to complain’
  ‘You’ve got time to volunteer’
 Enough said, Ride Safe and support your local snowmobile club.  
For upcoming events check www.portperrysnowmobileclub.com

By Chris DeClute
Focus on Scugog

What you need to know about
Private Snow Removal

The Township of Scugog Refuse and Snow 
Removal By-Law regulate the removal of snow and 
ice from sidewalks and the disposal of snow and ice 
from driveways.

Here are some regulations you need to know when removing snow 
and ice this winter:
•  If you have a sidewalk that runs along side of or in front of your 

property, you are required to remove all snow and ice from the 
sidewalk within twenty-four (24) hours of accumulation.

•  Snow that is removed from your driveway should be placed on 
your own property.  Placing snow on the street or on a neighbour’s 
property (or any property other than your own) is an offence.

•  It is unlawful to push snow out of your driveway and across the 
street.
Failing to comply with these provisions may result in a Notice 

being given to you, which could result in the Township doing the 
required work and / or charges being laid.

For More Information on Township Regulations visit www.scugog.on
or Call the By-Law Enforcement Office at (905) 985-7346.

PROPERTY OWNERS AWARENESS

     KEN REINHARDT
Proud Member of Our Township’s Property Standards and 
Committee of Adjustment, and Fence Viewing Committee
PMB PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE BROKERS INC.

“ Securing Your Best Interest ” ®
204 Casimir St., Port Perry - 905-985-4029

Enjoying 30 Years of Mortgage Lending 
throughout Durham Region and Beyond

ORTHOPEDIC 
CENTRE

FREE ORTHOTICS
Purchase 1 pair of custom 
orthotics and receive 
1 pair of orthotics
FREE

FREE ATHLETIC SHOES

Purchase 1 pair of custom 
orthotics and receive 1 pair 

of athletic shoes FREE
Limited time offer. Not valid with any other offer. 

Limited time offer. Not valid with any other offer. 

  FOCUS. JAN.07.32pgs.indd   18 12/27/07   3:43:50 PM



FOCUS - JANUARY 2008  19   website: www.focusonscugog.com

Whether the developers were unsuccess-
ful in pre-selling enough units or arranging 
adequate financing, the project was scuttled 
and the land sat vacant for years before being 
purchased by Loblaws. Subsequently, Loblaws 
constructed the present Independent Grocery 
store, which opened in November 1996.

Smaller projects completed along the way 
included the construction of a new building on 
Casimir in 1988 by Drs. Helen Peel and Reva 
Bathie for their chiropractic offices, and a new 
home for The Port Perry Star on Mary St, 
which opened in January 1991.

 That was also the same year council ap-
proved construction for a 38-unit apartment 
building for senior citizens on land behind the 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.

 There were more than a few proposals for 

senior’s homes and retirement facilities dur-
ing the early 1990s, many of which were un-
successful in getting approvals.

 In September 1992, more than 50 Port 
Perry residents attended a public meeting to  
protest the development of a retirement home 
at the corner of Queen and Ottawa Streets. 
Two months later more than 25 people from 
the Balsam Street area attended a public meet-
ing to oppose a proposed 40-unit housing de-
velopment slated for the southwest corner of 
Balsam and Old Simcoe Road.

 In March 1993 our town fathers were pre-
sented plans for a 60-unit seniors retirement 
development for the east end of Casimir 
Street. Once again, this plan never material-
ized, although it did get a re-birth in the form 
of Westshore Village a few years later.

 Still in 1993, a major development on the  
former Brook’s Farm in north Port Perry, got 
the green light and Canterbury Commons 
turned its first piece of sod to mark construc-
tion of the new 248 home adult lifestyle com-
munity in April of the following year.

 Further to the east, a development proposal 
by Bill and Paula Lishman near Nestleton, in 
October 1995, ran into immediate trouble.  
Following months of objections from residents 
who opposed the establishment of an aero-
drome on the property, the Lishman’s halted 
their plans due to soaring costs and what they 
described as  “bureaucratic cholesterol.”

 Another project that got stalled during the 
1990s was the construction of a much needed 
new municipal office to accommodate the 
needs of the Township of Scugog.

 In March 1999 the council of the day decid-
ed against purchasing the Old Port Marketing 
building on Durham Rd. #8 for a new munici-
pal office, stating the $2.5 million cost to buy 
and renovate the building was just too much.

 Four years later, a new municipal office was 
constructed just north of the old building on 
Perry St., on property already owned by the 
township. Ironically, by the time it was com-
pleted, the cost for the new building was al-
most double that of the Old Port building and 
renovations.

 There have been countless other develop-
ments over this time period including con-
struction of a new arena in 1976. This was 
followed by the addition of the new 10,000 sq. 
ft. Scugog Centre Community Hall in 1995 and 
the second ice pad on the arena in 2003.

Port Perry has also seen hundreds of new 
sub-division homes pop up at both ends of 
town, and expansion of the township’s indus-
trial lands and a number of other smaller com-
mercial plazas and ventures.

 This brings us back to the west-end devel-
opment, which is about to get underway. And 
this is also where “what if” comes into play 
once again.

 After Peel’s Poultry Farm closed its hatch-
ery on the south side of 7A highway in the 
1960s, the property was purchased by a com-
pany known as Zoecon, to package pesticides.

 The property next fell into the hands of a 
group of Port Perry residents who initially 
rented the building to a local family who want-
ed to open a flea market in the building.

 The flea market proposal, like so many oth-
ers ran into opposition, this time by the local 
business community who fought the start-up 
of this type of business. The flea-market did 
eventually open and operated for a few years 
before closing.

 The property was then purchased by Quo-
rum Developments who eventually received 
the necessary approvals for construction of a 
large grocery store. They were also in negotia-
tions with Canadian Tire to build a new store 
adjacent to the grocery store, when a new pro-
posal put a halt to plans for this property.

 The new proposal brought before council, 
by Stockworth MBG, was for a new 40,000 sq. 
ft. Canadian Tire store, along with a food re-
tailer, franchise restaurant, a bank and a drug 
store on industrial property south of Port Per-
ry. This property required re-zoning, which 
delayed construction, but in time a downsized 
agreement provided the green light for only a 
new CTC store south of town.

 So, as we mentioned at the start of this sto-
ry, there is a question that begs to be asked. 

What if... Canadian Tire and a large new gro-
cery store had been built west of town on the 
south side of 7A back in the early 2000s. Would 
we still be looking at a super-sized WalMart 

setting up shop at that end of town today, or 
would we have still have a golf driving range?

I guess we’ll never know... but it’s always in-
teresting to look back and speculate at what 
might have been.

 by J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Many projects never saw the 
light of day due to what one  

developer referred to as  
“bureaucratic cholesterol.”

Many proposals just faded away
Continued from page 10

What if...
What if - our historic landmark, Town Hall 
1873, had been torn down in 1974 instead of 
being saved and renovated...

What if - the library had been expanded on 
its Queen St. site instead of being relocated 
to Water St....

had been demolished in 1973, in favour of a 
new one storey structure (above)...

What if - the Canadian Penitentiary Services 
offer to build a Regional Reception Centre 
(that a ‘penitentiary’) in the township in 1975 
had not been turned down....

What if - Your Independent Store had been 
built anywhere but on the lakefront....

What if - the old Creamery building, (above) 
on Water St., had been renovated instead 
of being torn down and replaced by a large, 
new condominium building...

What if - the old grain elevator at the foot of 
Queen St. gets torn down instead of being 
restored and becoming the waterfront’s land-
mark building...

What if - the Port Perry Fairgrounds had been 
sold in 1987 for a housing development and 
the fairgrounds moved to land north of the 
Scugog arena...
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RAY HOBBS
GARAGE

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9, Port Perry

Owned and Operated by
Brian Tassell

905-985-0059

 Green Apple
      Cabinets Ltd.

–– Harvey J. Walker ––
52 Water Street, Port Perry, ON

905-985-3767
www.Green-Apple.ca

Kitchens
with

Character

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

Good, reliable 
certifi ed vehicles 
from $1900 & up

All vehicles certifi ed & emissions tested
1 year powertrain warranty

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., Port Perry
905-985-3885

In-house leasing available

LOOKING FOR A SIGN?

signs ~ vehicle graphics ~ digital imaging
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Since
1996

905.985.8707
131 North Port Rd., 
Port Perry

embroidery • screen printing
trophies • corporate promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

131 Northport Road,
Port Perry

905-985-1991

au
to

 b
ody

Collision
Repair

Refi nishing
Licenced Technicians

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

PORT PERRY TRAILER RENTALS
DIV. OF ROBERT E. LEE ENTERPRISES INC.

MOVING?  SAVE $$$ 

Fax: 905-985-2236
E-mail: robert@portperrytrailer.com / www.portperrytrailer.com

“Do it Yourself ”
  Includes: 
• Drop-off 
• Storage 
• Delivery

905-985-9650

Tires - All Brands Sales & Service
Great Selection of Used Tires

Moving & Packing Supplies • Car Rentals
1511 REACH RD., PORT PERRY 

905-985-8054 905-985-9057

NORTH PORT 

TIRE
CAR & TRUCK RENTALS

webC
M

S S  lutions
Time for a 

New Website?

905-982-0450
info@cmswebsolutions.com

www.cmswebsolutions.com
We invite you to visit FOCUS on the web!

www.focusonscugog.com Advertise Here! 
Tracy Souch: 

905-441-6252

Bad Dave
TOWING • SNOW PLOWING

WE BUY SCRAP CARS AND TRUCKS

Machinery Moving
Residential & Commercial

24 HOUR 
SERVICE 905-260-3283

 

ber hopes the community will get behind this 
exciting new fundraising event.
 “We need hearty participants and they 
will need sponsors,” she said, explaining the 
event is part of the efforts the group is under-
taking to fulfill their $250,000 pledge to the 
hospital.

 The Auxiliary is hoping for ‘challenges’ 
between families, groups and businesses in 
order to help create excitement and raise the 
level of pledges. “There may be some who 
have a special connection with the hospital 
and staff or who wish to honour someone 
special by participating,” Gail explained.
    Whatever anyone’s reason for jumping in 
and taking the “plunge,” they will have com-
fort in knowing all the funds raised will be 
pledged toward the “Lighting The Way” cam-
paign to purchase endoscopy equipment and 
a CT scanner.
       The Port Perry Plunge will take place 

at 11 a.m. at Palmer Park on Saturday, 
January 12, 2008. All participants must 

be at least 19 years of age and will be re-
quired to sign a waiver before taking part 

in the plunge.
    The Auxiliary organizers are encouraging 
all participants to wear a costume and wet-
suits are also permitted. 
       Organizers want everyone to have fun and 
are hoping for a large turnout to encourage 
everyone braving the cold. Bring your family 
and friends to cheer them on and witness the 
wacky participants take the plunge.
 Please remember this is one of the Aux-
iliary’s major fundraising events and a mini-
mum pledge of $100 is required to “plunge-
in”... so to speak!
 Anyone wishing to register or requiring 
more information about the event can contact  
Anne Wright (905-985-3158) or Ruth Spearing 
(905-985-6232).

Continued from page 8
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...last January Lake Scugog was ice free and temperatures soared 
to near double digits... then, less than a year later, Scugog residents 
were digging out from 25 cm of snow which fell in mid-December.

DECEMBER 2007
One of the largest snowfalls in the past decade swept through Scugog Township on Sunday, December 16, 
dropping more than 25 cm of snow on Lake Scugog and surrounding area. Of course since this picture was 
taken much of the snow has gone due to mild weather and heavy rain just before Christmas. 

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten - Dec. 18, 2007
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Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

 a guide to upcoming 
entertainment and 
events in Scugog Twp.

CRIMES OF
THE HEART

By Beth Henley
February 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 
March 1 at Town Hall 1873

 Directed by Vivian Lee
 Featuring Lee Laycoe, Carey Ni-
cholson, Joanne Norman, Graeme 
Powell, Michael Serres and Annette 
Stokes-Harris.
 The play teems with humanity and 
humour as it examines the plight of 
three young Mississippi sisters be-
trayed by their passions. “It has heart, 
wit and a surprisingly zany passion 
that must carry all before it…it would 
certainly be a crime for anyone inter-
ested in the theatre not to see this 
play.” - NY Post.

Tickets available at Henshall’s, 
241 Queen St. Port Perry, 
905 985-1965 or online at  

www.starticketing.com

DRAGON BOAT
FESTIVAL

 Plans for the Fourth Annual 
Dragon Flies Dragon Boat Fes-
tival are well underway and the 
popular event will be held...

Saturday, June 21, 2008 
Palmer Park, Port Perry 

 Businesses, community or-
ganizations and clubs alike are 
all invited to enter a team into  
this exciting and popular event! 
 Team registration forms are 
now available and can be found 

 The Dragon Flies, a dragon 
boat team of breast cancer sur-
vivors from the City of  Kawartha 
Lakes, Port Perry, Uxbridge, and 
surrounding areas.  
 Visit the Dragon Flies web-

event announcements and up-
dates for the 2008 season. 

JANUARY 2007
The temperature soared to 9C on New Year’s Day 2007 and ‘Focus’ caught  Bob Normale enjoying a look 
across Lake Scugog. The unusually mild temperatures prevented the lake from freezing, delaying the 

Photo taken January 1, 2007

What a difference...
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Port Perry’s “Mr. Music”, 
Charles White, the 
music director  at 
R.H. Cornish Public 
and Port Perry High 
Schools over the past 
35 years, announced 
his retirement from 
teaching  effective in 
June 2007.

Snapshots of 2007

Bill Lishman’s full-sized sculp-
ture of a Wandering Albatross 
was unveiled in April. Eyeing 
their unique creation are from 
left, Geordie, Richard and Bill 
looking down from the dome 
window of the Lishman’s 
underground home.

FOCUSon Scugog

JULY 2007

Mississauga
Pow Wow

...see page 11

FOCUS
on Scugog AUGUST 2007

DOG DAYS
OF SCUGOG

...see page 15

7/30/07   6:26:53 PM

Canada Day celebrations in Port Perry 

took place on July 1, 2007 featuring 

a Tribute to Canadian Troops and a 

parade through town. Mayor Marilyn 

Pearce escorts veteran Vern Assels-

tine to the service in the park.

Sixteen year-old Cali Tanner won the 
Miss Teen Canada Globe pageant, and 
came in second runner-up in the Miss 
Teen World Pageant in Australia in 
April 2007.

The Dragon Flies, organizers of the Lake Scugog Dragon Boat 
races, take a lap around the lakefront in front of Palmer Park to 
the delight of thousands of spectators on June 23, 2007.

Dave Mercer of Port Perry was picked to host a new tel-
evison series called Celebrity Bassmasters. Dave is seen 
here with a monster Lake Trout he caught in the N.W.T.
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FEBRUARY
of Scugog Retarded Children’s Education Authority. (This orga-
nization is now known as North Durham Community Living)

MARCH - Firemen from Port Perry and Uxbridge fought a 
blaze destroying the living quarters of the owners of San-Man 
Motel, Mr. and Mrs. H. Santer. A large portion of the motel itself 
was also badly damaged. 

MAY - Denis Symes and Bruce Smith, members of 1st  
Scugog Scout Group received Queen’s badges at Manchester 
United Church.

JUNE - Population of Port Perry increased by 91 in 1968, 
bringing the town to an all-time high of 2,746. 

SEPTEMBER - Eight hundred fourteen students were regis-
tered at the Port Perry High School, the highest in the school’s his-
tory. R.H. Cornish Public School began the year with 699 pupils.

NOVEMBER  
bakery plant of Flamingo Pastries Limited. In a short period of 
two years, making butter tarts expanded from a staff of two, Ken 
and Marjorie Jackson, to a staff of 80.

DECEMBER - Robert Kenny was elected reeve of Port Per-
ry. He defeated J.J. Gibson, who headed the council for over a 
decade. Mr. Cecil Fralick was elected reeve of Scugog (Island) 
Township.

 The refreshment booth, operated 
by Ken Jackson near the lakefront 
during the 1960s. The building was 
located beside the old hydro plant, 
and was removed to make room for 
the Latcham Centre near the wharf. 

 Carol Wotten, a grade 11 student at 
Cartwright High School was chosen 
Queen of the 10th annual At Home 
held at the Recreational Centre in 
April 1968. She is being crowned by 
1967 Queen, Linda Gray. 

REMEMBERING 1968

Just in time for 

     Valentines Day!

February 21, 22, 23, 28, 29 
March 1

Town Hall 1873, Port Perry
“Warm-hearted, irreverent, zany and brilliantly 

imaginative, the play teems with humanity and humour”

Tickets $15 - $18
         available at
 Henshall’s, 
 241 Queen St. Port Perry, 
 905 985-1965 or online at  
 www.starticketing.com

The Borelians present

by Beth Henley

DINNER AND A CRIME
Enjoy an evening of superb dining and theatre 

only $45/person*
For details visit www.borelians.org

Crimes of the Heart is produced through arrangement with        
            Dramatists Play Service Inc.

Am I Covered?

-

-

Winter Driving Tips
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905-985-8484

Proud to be 
an active

GOLD SEAL
ALTERNATOR
& STARTER 
SERVICE• Automotive

• Industrial
• Marine
• Farm

ROTARY MEMBER SINCE 2000

#3-131 North Port Rd.,
Port Perry
905-985-1545

  H
erd

er 

     
Sales

905-985-3885 
166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., Port Perry

Proud
member of
Port Perry

Rotary

Heather
Haliburton-Smith

Floral Manager

905-985-7025

216 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2171 • 1-800-377-9139
www.waggfuneralhome.com

WAGG FUNERAL HOME LTD.

Myles G. O’Riordan
FUNERAL DIRECTOR/OWNER

Proud Rotary Member

• Pre-need and/or Prepaid Funeral Planning
• Traditional and Non-Traditional Cremation 

and Burial Services
• Main Floor Reception Facilities Available for 

After Service Lunches
• Conveniently Located in Beautiful downtown 

Port Perry with Ample Off-Street Parking

ROTARY
PROJECTS  
& SUPPORT

~
AQUARAMA

SENIORS DINNER
ROTARY PARK

ROTARY GAZEBO
SANTA CLAUS PARADE

DINNER AUCTION
DRAGON BOAT RACE

GOLF TOURNAMENT

HOSPITAL

STUDENT EXCHANGE

Service
Above 

Self
“To Affect Positive

and Enduring  

Change in the 

Lives of 

Others”

NEW
MEMBERS

WELCOMED
Port Perry Rotary  

invites you to join this 
vibrant organization.

Call today

Awareness Month
ROTARY

Focus on

1981                              2007

PORT PERRY 
ROTARY 

~
MEETINGS HELD
Wednesday night

6:30 p.m.
Francesco’s 

151 Queen St., 
Port Perry

    

 John & Karen        
Richardson

SUPPORTERS
ROTARY

of
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905-985-8585

Thanks
Rotarians
for your 

dedication to 
our community

RETIREMENT
LIVING

Historic Waterfront

RETIREMENT
LIVING

Village
www.westshorevillage.com

karen.arbuckle@powergate.ca

293 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-8660  • 1-800-248-0848

S U P P O R T E R S  O F  R O TA R Y

193 North St., 
Port Perry
905-985-4910

Rotary 
Member 

Since1982

It’s a pleasure 

to work along 

with you!

A r l e n e  W a l k e r
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 There are few organizations in Scugog which have not 
been touched by the generous hand of the Port Perry Rota-
ry Club. Now entering its 26th year, the local club continues 
to assist dozens of local groups and projects, in addition to 
their national commitments.
 In the past year-and-a-half the local club has contributed 
more than $100,000 to a variety of organizations,  and while 
Rotary members are proud of their accomplishments, they 
are quick to point out it’s only possible due to the tremen-
dous support of the community.
 Some of the many groups who have received funds from 
the club include - Operation Scugog, Durham Rowing Club, 
Scugog Library, Rotary International and University of On-
tario Institute of Technology.
 One of their largest commitments was a $100,000 pledge 
to the Light The Way Campaign for Port Perry Hospital, 
which will be completed this year.
 In addition to their donations, the club has also spent in 
excess of $117,000 to rehabilitate the boardwalk and install 
park benches in the Rotary Environmental Park, located 
near the boat launch. A good portion of this money was 
raised through donations, bequests and an Ontario Trillium 
Foundation grant.
 This year the club hopes to find additional funding so they 
can provide hard surfacing along the pathways through Ro-

tary Environmental Park, 
which will make it more ac-
cessible to all members of 
the community.
 Not all of the local 
Rotary’s efforts involve 
fundraising. Last year the 
club hosted five business 
people from Russia for a 

week and this year they hope to bring an exchange student 
from another part of the world to Port Perry for a one year 
exchange.
 One of the club’s major fundraising events, Aquarama, 
which was cancelled last summer due to low water levels 
on the lake, will be used to raise money to assist the Special 
Olympics being held this summer.
 Most recently the Rotary Club of Port Perry teamed up 
with Michael L. Fowler Law Office to “adopt” Rotary Envi-
ronmental Park as their commitment to helping keep this 
important part of Scugog clean. 
 Members of both parties gathered last fall for their first 
clean-up of the park, and as is evident in the above picture, 
they were kept very busy picking up trash and old tires.
 The Adopt-A-Park program encourages the public to 
take part in keeping areas of the township’s parks system 
clean of debris, and become the “eyes and ears” in the event 
of vandalism.
 Any other groups wishing to take part in the Adopt-A-
Park can contact John Sellars at 905-985-7346 ext. 20.

Guardians
 of Scugog

  Photo courtesy John Richardson

ROTARY
Focus on Celebrating 

26 years of 
service in  
Port Perry

1981 - 2007

Giving back to
the community
the Rotary way

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Tickets on sale soon for
Port Perry Rotary Club’s 
“Black & White”
Dinner Auction

April 12, 2008

Kathryn Chenier, CFP
Financial Advisor

183 Casimir St., Unit #1
Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B7
Bus: 905-985-6282

RETIREMENT MAY BE FAR OFF,
BUT THE DEADLINE FOR RRSP CONTRIBUTIONS ISN’T.

®

Experience the advantages of an Edward Jones RRSP.
Call or visit today.

www.edwardjones.com Member CIPF

175 NORTH ST., PORT PERRY, 905.985.8411

TO ALL

MEMBERS
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Marina & Julie Brock
 Usually when you mention the Brock Fam-
ily you think of Bill and his commitment to 
the heritage of this community but in 2007 
his two daughters were the face of not only 

-
cant fundraising for 3 organizations - Opera-

Julie and Marina have not only picked up the 
torch thrown by their father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather but they have carried it to 

Downtown business community continued in 
April with an investment in their store that led 
the way to many more store improvements 

supports many of our local sport teams and 

the 3 groups mentioned above highlights their 

our community is worth supporting and this 

Bill McKee
 Since moving to Scugog in 2001 Bill Mc-
Kee has emerged as the voice of pomp and 
ceremony (and a touch of humour) at many of 

international acclaim to this area when he won 

at the annual Mayor’s Levee, the Durham 

night-long Relay for Life, and the recent Wall 

a member of the Masons and has performed 
-

cially dedicated to our Seniors’ events and 

in 2007, while attending a fundraiser at the 

a little light so he proceeded to “call out” up 
and down Queen Street in an effort to assist 

volunteerism has not gone unnoticed and is a 

Blair Martyn
-

brain cancer remains on-going and he is be-
ing recognized not only for that courageous 

-

president a couple of times over their 26 year 
-

coached minor hockey and baseball in Black-
stock and served on the Board of Stewards 

are an outstanding example of “unsung” com-
-

attended not only the events in his Ward but 

positive attitude and his sense of what com-

Canterbury Silver Dragons
 June 23, 2007 saw the last appearance 

-

in support of breast cancer victims and for 

28 paddlers are to be commended for their 
enthusiasm, leadership and dedication for this 

-
-

tyre, Doug McLatchy, Ed Richards, Bill Sadler 

& Melinda Fish, Ulo Sibul, Neil & Mary Lou 

Port Perry Lions Club

-

-

-

-

-
-

tricate part of their day to day operation and 

Howard Hall
 Recognition of this former Mayor’s volun-

may not know is of his numerous volunteer 

20 years and now serves on the Lakeridge 

-

-
ways there if a group or organization needed 

local Scouting organizations have also been 

-
mittee researched the Olympic appearance of 

to this community in so many ways that it just 
-
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Mayor’s Honour Roll 
Mayor Pearce recognizes   some of the many residents and groups who have helped made a difference in Scugog Township
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Bert Hutcheson
 A photo of this volunteer on  a ladder 
scraping paint at the Curling Club brought 
back memories of Bert’s “unsung” volunteer-
ism in the community of Seagrave. Bert served 
on the Seagrave Parks Board for many years 
and he was a member of the committee that 
oversaw the building of the Fieldhouse. He 
was also a long-time ball coach and is an ac-
tive volunteer of everything happening in the 
Seagrave community as well as the Port Perry 
Curling Club.  That photo of Bert on the ladder 
really brings home the nature of volunteerism 
in Scugog – it’s a hands-on job for the most 
part.

Greenbank United Church
BBQ Committee

 On the Friday of the long weekend in Au-
gust the place to be for the last 31 years is the 
Greenbank Church BBQ.  What started out as 
a small fundraiser has grown into the largest 
civic picnic we have in Scugog. In trying to 
decide who should receive the award it was 
pretty much agreed upon that everyone in 
Greenbank and area is involved.  Rather than 
try and name all those “unsung” volunteers 
who give the community this great evening 
I will simply recognize the founders.  Firstly, 
Raymond Kerry who passed away in 2007 
came up with the original idea even though 
many said it couldn’t be done – he must have 
been so proud of that last picnic – what a 
crowd.  As well credit should go to Glen Till 
who designed the spits that are used to bar-
becue the beef and he keeps them running 
smoothly each year.  To those in our commu-
nity who have not attended this is a “must do” 
and to the folks of Greenbank well-done – we 
love your annual party.  

Port Perry MoJacks
 2007-08 is the 35th Anniversary of our lo-
cal Junior “C” Hockey Club.  MoJacks hockey 
has seen many highs (All-Ontario Finalists in 
1987-88) and lows over their three decades 
but one thing is for sure – they always supply 
a good game on Sunday nights at the arena.  
The volunteer board led this year by president 
Butch Simms is to be commended for their 
time and dedication to supplying an outlet 
for youth primarily from all of Durham to play 
hockey at a very competitive level. MoJacks 
players have also been seen as role models 
for many of our minor league players.  Go out 
and see a game this year, buy a 50-50 ticket 
and be sure and let the executive know we 
appreciate their work.

Port Perry Hospital Auxiliary
 In March of this past year, the Hospital 
Auxiliary committed to raise $250,000 for the 
capital campaign for a new endoscopy suite 
and this donation really brought to light the 
tremendous work of this dedicated group of 
volunteers. They have been organized in our 
community since the 1950’s and have clearly 
become an important part of our health care 
system.  Those ladies in the coral jackets can 
be seen selling tags on our streets, working 
at the hospital gift shop, delivering books to 
patients and visiting and offering a kind word 
to those who need it most. Over the past 50 
years this community has been the recipient 
of their caring volunteerism. Thanks to both 
past and present Auxiliary members and good 
luck in meeting your fundraising goals.

Amanda Evans
 Recognizing a youth within our Honour 
Roll was a goal that was recently presented 
to the Mayor’s Youth Council and their advice 
on who it should be was greatly appreciated.  
Many nominations were forthcoming but this 
year the acknowledgement of the dedica-
tion shown by Amanda  Evans who is helping 
others deal with hearing impairment is being 
recognized. Amanda is a Grade 6 student at 
Epsom Public School and has not only given 
workshops for students and parents and the 
Durham District School Board but also cre-
ated a video that is widely shown.  Amanda 
could just sit back and internalize the chal-
lenges she faces but has chosen to be that 
spokesperson for the hearing impaired and to 
do so at such a young age is commendable.  
With such a young person taking the lead we 
all need “to listen.”

Dennis & Karen Yellowlees
 The growth of soccer in the Cartwright 
area can be directly attributed to the dedi-
cation of this well-known couple.  Over 200 
children now have access to a well-run pro-
gram in Nestleton on most nights of the week 

-
knowledge the hard work of many, there is no 
doubt that Karen & Dennis are instrumental 
in the success. Both of these recipients are 
also involved in many other aspects of the 
community including their church in Nestle-
ton, the Blackstock Agricultural Society,  the 
Blackstock Fair,  the Nestleton Hall Board, the 
Farmer’s Market in Cartwright as well as the 
Federation of Agriculture and Karen also vol-
unteers for the GTA Agricultural Committee. 
I’m sure that if you have attended events in 
the farming community of Scugog, you have 
met the Yellowlees but it is their commitment 
to Youth Soccer that is being recognized. 

Shirley Love
 When it comes to gardening in Scugog, 
everyone knows Shirley. As former president 
of the Pine Ridge Garden Club, a member of 
the Club’s Board of Directors for over 26 years 
and one of the chief organizers of the Spring 
Garden Show, Shirley certainly puts her heart 

When the Cartwright Peace Park Project was 
undertaken in 1992, Shirley came to the Town-
ship’s assistance in helping with funding and 
the eventual design and each year she helps 
with the planting of the Nestleton Hall and the 
Port Perry Hospital gardens.  As well this year, 
many would have recognized Shirley on the 
“Harley” as a fundraiser in the “Ride for Dad” 

against prostate cancer.  Shirley also is the 
garden columnist for a local paper and can be 
found expounding on the virtues of gardening 
all year long.  It’s Scugog at its blooming best 
with volunteers like Shirley.

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 419 Colour Party

 Over the course of any year and especially 
on November 11th, you will see this mix of 
veterans, volunteers and Legion members 
marching forward the colours. They not only 
take part in Remembrance Day at the Port 
Perry cenotaph but also in  services at West-
shore Village, the Library, the Nursing Home, 
the cenotaph in Blackstock, funerals of Vet-
erans as well as at services in and around 
Ontario.  This year they were especially busy 
as various events were held to “Support Our 
Troops” including our Canada Day festivities 
– every time they were asked, they were there.  
Included are 2007 members:  Jim Smitherman 
(Sgt-At-Arms), Larry Kendall, Tony Foggetti, 
Geoff Taylor, Doug Franks, Ken Call, Harry 
Morris, Scott Boyd, Doug Day and Steve 
Groves. Thank you for continuing to present 
our Armed Forces’ colours when called upon 
and for your support of this time-honoured 
tradition.  We will remember. 
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Mayor’s Honour Roll 2007 
Mayor Pearce recognizes   some of the many residents and groups who have helped made a difference in Scugog Township
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Scugog Exposed
Historic stories and illustrations reprinted from the book ‘Scugog Exposed’  by J. Peter Hvidsten

Wooden Curling Stone

Curling Arenas

 Here in Port Perry, curling has played an important part in the 
town’s recreational activities since the early 1900s. The first known 
indoor rink was located on Casimir Street, although the exact loca-
tion has not been determined.
 In December 1914 Percy Graham was reported to have pur-
chased the old curling rink. He moved it to 241 Queen St., beside 
the former Port Perry Star office. Here the old 
building was used over the years as Graham’s Ga-
rage, Sweetman’s Garage, Ted Jackson Applianc-
es and House of Howard. Following the removal 
of the old curling club, it’s unclear where curlers 

played their sport until a new arena was constructed eight years 
later.
 When the new skating arena opened in January 1922 on Lilla St. 
(now Simcoe St.) it had two ice pads for curling, one on each side of 
the skating pad. This was home for curlers until about 1946 when it 
was torn down. A second new arena opened in January 1951 and curl-

ers used this Water St. facility until 
the present curling rink located on 
Bay St. was opened in December 
1959. This curling club is still in use 
to this day.

 So great was the enthusiasm for curling in Canada 
that as early as 1870 a challenge was sent to 
Scotland inviting her to test the skill of her players 
against the curlers of the new world.
 Curling enjoyed a heyday during the 1880s and 
1890s. Hamlets, towns, and cities participated in the 
game, and many arranged bonspiels with attractive 
trophies and prizes which were avidly competed for.

 Scottish settlers brought the sport 
of curling to Canada. They made 
curling "rocks" from wooden blocks, 
and later shaped them from stones.
 A mid-nineteenth century ‘stone’ 
of smoothed burled wood was 26cm 
in diameter x 11.9cm high. A metal 
and wooden handle (12cm long) 
is attached to the top of the stone. 
Metal plugs were inserted in the 
wood to provide weight. Above: Partial side view of the 1922 arena which featured a curling rink on both sides. Upper right 

and bottom, the present curling rink under construction, and in 1959 and when completed.

Top: Curling in Port Perry’s curling rink, located on Casimir Street, circa 1900.  
Left: Curlers using wooden curling stones during the heyday of the 1890s.

Curling tradition in Port Perry dates back more than 100 years
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Calisson, Porcelain from the Faraway Mood collection

Ocean Breeze perfume from the Nature Dreams collection

Ocean Breeze… 
Instead of Rex’s odour

It’s a proven fact! purifies the atmosphere, eliminates undesirable odours,
and destroys 68% of bacteria in the air. Even more, it perfumes your home with a subtle yet
lasting fragrance for more well-being. Discover the many models of from the
“Tendances” and “Éditions d’Art” collections, as well as the sublime fragrances from the
wide choice of – all as effective as they are refined.

Lampe Berger is in the air… 
and that changes everything!

To locate a retailer near you, 
visit www.lampeberger.ca, or call 1-800-305-4428.

8 Rose Street, Manchester  905-985-1999

Calisson

for the love of home, garden and self 
8 Rose Street, Manchester  905-985-1999
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YOUR RECREATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

ATVS SNOWMOBILESMOTORCYCLES
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Snowmobile parts, 
service, accessories.

Snowplows, winch kits, 
bush guards, cargo bags, 
multi-purpose ATV’s for ‘08.

Our 2008’s are on display. 
Many more are arriving daily.

10 Min East of Port Perry, Take 7A to Durham Rd. 57, 6km south
Toll Free: 1.877.986.4437  •  Fax: 905.986.5979       
www.asselstines.com
905-986-4437

Family owned 
for 37 years

HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

More Performance,
Features than Leading Competitor*
Up to 9% greater engine displacement Up to 32% more fuel capacity
Up to 46% more front wheel travel   Up to 215% more rear wheel travel
Up to 39% more ground clearance   Up to 25% more towing capacity
On demand four-wheel drive
Automatic, positive locking differential
Fully enclosed, pressurized CVT protection system 
including filtered air
Double  CV joints at each wheel
Standard two-inch hitch receivers front and rear - only one on competitor
Bedliner built into poly bed - bedliner optional on competitive model

not offered 
on
competitive 
model

* Compared to leading   
competitor

Bush Hog®

Utility
Vehicles
Trail Hand in classic
Bush Hog® red with
optional polybed

With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1817.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642
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www.kerrtravel.ca

MULTI-DAY TOURS

6 DAYS A WEEK!
with pick ups in 
Pickering ~ Ajax 
Whitby ~ Oshawa 

Port Perry

Feb. 14 “The Mousetrap” - St. Jacobs Playhouse
Mar. 1 Walden Galleria  
 Buffalo, NY Shopping
Mar. 3 Niagara Fallsview Casino
Mar. 15 Canada Blooms - Toronto
Mar. 19 “Dirty Dancing” - Toronto
Mar. 31 Niagara Fallsview Casino
Apr. 5 Elmira Maple Sugar Festival
Apr. 9 “Sweet Dreams” -
 The Life and Music of Patsy Cline

DAY TRIPPIN’
NIAGARA TWO DAY GET-AWAY

~ 2 Days ~ Mar. 16-17, 2008 Only $115.00 p.p.

WASHINGTON D.C. CHERRY BLOSSOM TOUR

~ 5 Days ~ Apr. 10-14, 2008 Only $845.00 p.p.

ERIE SHOPPING WEEKEND
~ 3 Days ~ Apr. 18-20, 2008 From $255.00 p.p.

SPRING IN BLOOM CONCERT SERIES
Niagara Falls, ON

Featuring Mickey Gilley & The Lettermen
~ 2 Days ~ May 2-3, 2008 Only $325.00 p.p.

11601 Simcoe Street, Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B3 • 905-985-8010 • 1-888-847-KERR  

Niagara

      Now only $15Includes Buffet

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel

Apr. 17 “The Mantini Sisters” -
 Stirling Festival Theatre
May 1 “Swan Lake on Ice” -
 Sony Centre, Toronto
May 12 Tulipmania in  Ottawa
May 14 “My Fair Lady” - Toronto
May 22 St. Jacobs Country
May 28 “Dirty Dancing” - Toronto
May 28 Daniel O’Donnell Concert -
 Sony Centre, Toronto
May 29 Geritol Follies - Hamilton
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De!r F"c#s...
Mailbox

To the Editor;
  The Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) placed enormous empha-
sis on the fact that the local BIA and Chamber of Commerce did not 
officially oppose the SmartCentres development despite the fact 
that dozens of business owners were members of the Concerned 
Citizens of Scugog (CCS).
  The OMB also ruled that the Township had “afforded the public 
ample opportunity to be heard” despite that fact that the vast major-
ity of written and oral depositions to council were opposed to the 
development.
  Hundreds of area residents who formed the CCS and opposed 
this development were publicly criticized for no longer being in-
volved despite the fact that Council has repeatedly stated that the 
municipal Site Plan Control Process does not allow any further 
public consultation.
  SmartCentres repeated on numerous occasions that the “first 
defender of the public interest is the municipal council” despite the 
fact that they abandon this noble principle as they take the City of 
Toronto to the OMB over a similar commercial development on 
Toronto’s Eastern Avenue.
  One Scugog councillor celebrated the possibility of having “the 
greenest SmartCentres development in North America” despite 
the fact that the developer’s first act was to clear-cut virtually all 
the mature trees on the site.
  The west-end development is the type of so-called “progress” 
Scugog Council evidently wants for our community.  This will now 
be their legacy.  Based on what we have seen so far, that’s pretty 
sad.

Steve Kreider
Port Perry

H

Dear Editor: 
 We did have a good laugh when we read in the paper they were 
planning an environmentally friendly Wal-Mart, (actually, we think 
that is an oxymoron) right after clear cutting all the beautiful trees 
on the property…..hilarious. 

Adele Evans and Bob Dale

Mailbox continues on page 25

Environmentally friendly Wal-Mart?

Development will be council’s legacy

Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr.  J. Hardy
Dr. C. Banfield
Dr.  Edward King Orthodontist
Dr.  Thomas McIntyre Periodontist

Dr.  J. Isenberg 
Dr.  D. Galatanu
Dr.  G. Gales

Did you know that the amount of sweet food you eat 
is not as important as the length of time your teeth are 
exposed to sweets? That means if you eat sweets at 
mealtime rather than between meals, the saliva 
produced at that time will help protect your teeth.

If you cannot avoid sweets between meals, choose 
something with less sugar like nuts and seeds, 
peanut butter, popcorn, or plain yogurt. Sticky 
sweets that stay in your mouth for longer periods 
of time like toffee or hard candies should 
be avoided as snacks.

Information provided by:

HEALTHY ORAL TIPS

A S S O C I AT I O N

905-985-8451
238 Queen St., Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

PORT PERRY
DENTAL CENTRE

Marvelous

March Break
Art Camp

Explore a different technique each 
day with a different artist.
Register before March 1 and save!

Meta4 
Contemporary Craft Gallery

200 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-1534

info@meta4gallery.ca 
www.meta4gallery.ca

WHY WAIT FOR MARCH? JOIN OUR AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM

Just in time for 

     Valentines Day!

February 21, 22, 23, 28, 29 
March 1

Town Hall 1873, Port Perry
“Warm-hearted, irreverent, zany and brilliantly 

imaginative, the play teems with humanity and humour”

Tickets $15 - $18
         available at
 Henshall’s, 
 241 Queen St. Port Perry, 
 905 985-1965 or online at  
 www.starticketing.com

The Borelians present

by Beth Henley

DINNER AND A CRIME
Enjoy an evening of superb dining and theatre 

only $45/person*
For details visit www.borelians.org

Crimes of the Heart is produced through arrangement with        
            Dramatists Play Service Inc.
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ere we are, already into 
the second month of 2008, 

and once again we’ve already witnessed a 
number of faces changing within our busi-
ness community.... 
 For starters... as reported last month, 
Just B-Cuz Craft and Gift Shop closed it’s 
doors at 255 Queen St. the end of December 
leaving a gaping hole in that section of town. 
Fortunately, the space was speedily filled by 
Caviar & Cobwebs, who will be packed up 
their merchandise and moved across the 
street to fill the opening.
 The former store occupied by Caviar & 
Cobwebs at 242 Queen St., was quickly tak-
en over by “Inspirations On Queen Street” 
who will be expanding to double its floor 

space by the middle of March.
 It appears as if the space formerly occu-
pied by the Waterfront Diner, at the corner 
of Water and Mary streets, has been taken 
over by a new tenant. The new eatery will be 
called the Waterfront Pub this time around. 
We’ve seen numerous changes over the past 
few years at this location so hopefully the new 
owners will find success.
 A new service to area residents became 
available last month when Deborah Grose 
opened an office providing hypnosis treat-
ment. Deborah is a Psycho Linguistics Spe-
cialist and will assist patients lose weight, 
quit smoking, quit drinking, sleep better. 
Office is located at Lake Winds Health on 
Perry Street.

 One new business we overlooked in No-
vember was F.M Finds, which offers coun-
try inspired decor. This store opened at 180 
Queen St. in Queen Street Commons and in 
addition to the front entrance, also has an 
entrance at the rear conveniently located in 
the parking lot.
 Bliss Interior Design, located in the rear 
of Luke’s Country Store has moved to the 
location formerly occupied by Doris Shoes.
 Port Perry Villa appears to be about to 
open a sales office in the plaza located at the 
corner of Water St. and 7A Hwy. This will 
be to market retirement rooms in the new 
complex they are constructing beside Com-
munity Nursing Home on Simcoe St. north.

Changing

H
O

W
NE

D&OPERATEDBY

YOUR NEIGHBOU
R

S

Reid’s – For Healthy Food Choices!
1893 Scugog St., Port Perry

Build better
   eating 
habits

one bite
   at a
       time

  *FOCUS. FEB.2008.indd   3 1/25/08   11:01:53 AM



4  FOCUS - FEBRUARY 2008   !"#$%&"'%()*()+$',#-

 Scugog Township, like most municipalities, has 
a bylaw regulating the operation of motorized snow 
vehicles within the community.
 And while all snowmobiles fall into this category, 
the local bylaw specifies it controls all “self-pro-
pelled vehicles designed to be driven primarily on 
snow.”
 Following are some of the general provisions of 
the bylaw:
  No person shall drive a motorized snow vehi-
cle along any highway under the jurisdiction of the 
Township of Scugog or on any municipal lands or 
property unless he is licensed pursuant to the Mo-
torized Snow Vehicles Act.
  No person shall operate a motorized snow ve-
hicle on Queen Street, Simcoe Street, Kellett Street 
or on Bigelow Street from Kellett Street northerly 
to Regional Road Eight (8).
  No person shall operate a motorized snow ve-
hicle along any sidewalk within the Township of 
Scugog except where crossing such sidewalk at as 
close to a ninety degree angle as is practicable.
  No person shall operate a motorized snow ve-
hicle in any public park in areas designated by sign 
or poster to be prohibited and notwithstanding the 
foregoing no person shall operate a motorized snow 
vehicle along any sidewalk within a park.
  No person shall operate a motorized snow vehi-
cle within any park at a speed greater than 20 kilo-
metres per hour.
  No person shall operate a motorized snow ve-
hicle on any highway, or part thereof at a speed of 
greater than 50 kilometres per hour.
  No person shall operate a motorized snow vehi-
cle within any hamlet or town between the hours of 
one o’clock a.m. and seven o’clock a.m. on the same 
day.
 Every person who contravenes any of the provi-
sions of the bylaw is considered guilty of an offence 
and upon conviction is liable to a fine or penalty for 
each offence.
 Anyone wanting to know the full extent of Bylaw 
#28-04, can download it off the township’s web site.
 Be winter wise... know and obey all the laws.

!"#$%"&'()*+",-.")$$/"&-"0)-%"12-.&

Snow vehicles are 
regulated on streets

 Not everyone loves snowmobiling, ski-
ing or in fact walking in the snow... but re-
gardless whether you like it or not, every 
resident of the Township of  Scugog does 
have to contend with the fluffy white stuff 
when it falls on our streets.
 In the wisdom of our local representa-
tives, they have formulated a bylaw which 
regulates the removal of snow and ice 
from sidewalks... and that’s where each 
and every business and homeowner au-
tomatically becomes involved.
  Bylaw #106-05 states the following: 
“That every owner and occupant of any 
building or vacant land within the bound-
aries of the Municipality shall clear away 
and remove or cause to be cleared away 
and remove any snow or ice from such 
sidewalks on the highway in front of, 
along side or at the rear of such building 
or vacant land within twenty-four (24) 
hours after the accumulation of such 
snow or ice.
 The Municipality may clear away and 
remove snow or ice from the sidewalk, 
on a highway in front of, along side or at 
the rear of any occupied or unoccupied 
building or vacant land if the owner or 
occupant fails to do so within the afore-
mentioned twenty-four (24) hours, and 
the expense of doing so shall be added 
to the tax roll and collected in the same 
manner as taxes.”
 Okay, that’s a lot of ‘mumbo jumbo’ to 
digest... but in short it means if you don’t 
clear your sidewalks within 24 hours, the 
township can come along and do it for 
you and add the expense to your tax bill.
 In addition, every person who fails to 
clear their sidewalk is deemed to have 
contravened the bylaw and will be con-
sidered guilty of an offence. As such, 
upon conviction the “guilty person” is li-
able to a fine for each time they offend 
the bylaw. 

Sidewalks must
be cleared pronto

!"#$%"#&$'()"#%*+'"($*,"-+$+.&/&$01-2"2$3"4(/.'5$,67*4/$*(8$+"4(/.'5$'()"#%*+'"($2"$+"9$.++59::+"4(/.'5;/1-2"2;"(;1*:
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The place in your mind. We’ll get you there.

MC

158 Casimir Street, Port Perry  
905-985-2268

virginia.frewclarke@marlintravel.ca
TICO #4577532

March Break

The Best
Bakery Since
Sliced Bread

Just Got
BETTER

OUR
RENOVATIONS 

ARE NOW 
COMPLETE!

COME IN 
AND SEE OUR

NEW LOOK!

ANGIE, KEN 
AND THE 

ENTIRE STAFF 
LOOK FORWARD 

TO SEEING 
ALL OUR 

FRIENDS AND 
CUSTOMERS.

204 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-2172

Kathryn Chenier, CFP
Financial Advisor

183 Casimir St., Unit #1
Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B7
Bus: 905-985-6282

LIFE CAN BE COMPLICATED BUT YOUR
RETIREMENT SAVINGS SHOULDN’T BE.

®

To learn why consolidating your retirement accounts 
to Edward Jones makes sense, call today.

www.edwardjones.com Member CIPF

Now

Now
Manicure

Health & Beauty SpaHealth & Beauty Spa

 Gift
Certificates 
  Available
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With over 130 years of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township and surrounding 

areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 
and Personalized service since 1817.

193 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ontario
905-985-7306       1-800-387-5642

11490 Simcoe St., Port Perry  905-985-0195
nwestaccounting@xplornet.com    Fx: 905-985-3007

Computerized
Accounting  Service

• personal tax returns - e-file service
• small business accounting
• computerized payroll

Nellie

Tax Hours: Mon.- Fri. 8am-6pm & Sat. 9am-2pm or by appointment

You can’t claim what you don’t know…
In a country where our “tax-free day” is in July, isn’t it 
important to maximize your deductions and tax credits to 
lower your income tax payable?
New tax credits, new deductions, pension splitting, new 
formulas… these are the subtle changes with which 
the staff at Nellie Westerman Accounting Services are 

with the intricacies of the 2007 tax return.

deductions for which you are eligible and assist in your 
RRSP planning for the year. Give us a call and maximize 

Joanne Rhonda

Integrative Health Centre
Sunleite
188 Mary Street, Port Perry

Osteoporosis
Health Report

www.sunleitehealth.ca 
188 Mary Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-3303

The subject of osteopo-
rosis has been on the news 
lately regarding a class of 
drugs called biphospho-
nates. Fosamax and Acto-
nel are two drugs often pre-
scribed. It is common knowl-
edge, drugs, whether over-
the-counter or prescription 
drugs all have potential side 
effects. It also must be noted 
that nutritionals can be mis-
used and interact with drugs 
and cause harmful side ef-
fects. A professional should 
be consulted in all areas 
of supplementation whether 
drug or nutritional or ho-
meopathic support. The bi-
phosphonates were found 
to be causing bone necrosis 
(death of the bone mass) in 
joints, in particular in the jaw 
or mandibular area, caus-
ing great concern. This had 
been discovered in clinical 
trials ten years ago but fur-
ther testing had revealed a 
more serious issue.

Osteoporosis is misun-
derstood and there are nat-
ural, safe ways to confront 
this condition and reverse 
it if it does exist, in most 
cases. Osteopenia must 
also be noted here and is 
considered the pre-condi-
tion of osteoporosis. If you 
have had a bone density 
scan, you may be familiar 

with the rating system and 
your physician would have 
informed you of the mean-
ing of your results. 

Peak bone mass can 
vary as much as 100% in 
women of the same age 
from different cultures. Dif-
ferences in ethnicity, diet, 
exercise, onset of puberty 
and lifestyle can affect peak 
bone mass and it is hard to 
quantify a generalized ap-
proach to determining your 
bone health. Be informed. 
Be responsible for your de-
cision regarding your bone 
health. We have had a client 

-
porotic result and, through 
natural means; we have re-

what is deemed to be a nor-
mal result for her bone scan, 
within a four month period. 
A highly absorbable form 
of calcium is not enough. 
Hormonal balances, stress, 
exercise, nutrition, toxins in 
your system, liver health are 
all important factors. If you 
are post-menopausal, we 
can help. Better yet, be pro-
active prior to menopause 
and make changes to help 
you avoid this serious con-
cern. Book an assessment 
and learn about your op-
tions. Consider this….

Brenda M. Leite 
Practitioner of 

Natural Medicine

Full Time 
!ermography Clinic

~ Breast & Full Body ~
Fibrocystic, large, enhanced or dense 
breasts do not interfere with the scan.

NO RADIATION 
OR COMPRESSION
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 Glenn Van Camp looks a picture of health today, only six months after undergo-
ing a gruelling five-hour operation to repair his damaged heart.
 Sitting at the kitchen table of their comfortable Port Perry home, Glenn and his 
wife Donna recounted the events of the past two years, leading up to his triple heart 
bypass.
 Glenn said he’s always been healthy so didn’t realize he had a health problem un-
til the summer of 2006, when he began to notice a shortness of breath and tightening 
in his chest.
 “He’s been healthy his entire life and has never taken medication or smoked,” 
Donna added about her husband.
 After a visit to the family doctor, he underwent a series of tests in both Port Perry 
and Whitby, before being sent to St. Michaels Hospital in Toronto where an angi-
ogram was performed. 
 A coronary angiogram is an x-ray of the arteries located on the surface of the 
heart. This test helps the physician to see if any of the arteries are blocked. 
 In Glenn’s case an artery was 99 per cent blocked, but following an operation 
to open the artery with a stent, he got a new lease on life. The results were almost 
immediate. “Following the operation I didn’t feel like the same person. I felt great, 

 Malcolm Lennox has always felt strongly about 
the great healthcare system that Canadians enjoy, 
since being a guest of the renown Ottawa Heart 
Institute for a 1985 angioplasty.
 Almost 20 years later, his angina again became 
an issue. “I drove myself to the Port Perry hospital, 
but was most upset over not being in the Rotarian’s 
cook tent for the Dragonboat races,” he says. 
 Both Dr. Russell and Dr. Nasser-Sharif arranged 
for stress tests as well as a late-July angiogram. By 
August 6th he was undergoing bypass surgery at 
St. Michael’s hospital in Toronto.
 “It was amazing how smoothly everything was 
arranged because Port Perry is one of 18 hospitals 
connected through a Community Heart Link sys-
tem,” explains Malcolm. The five-hour surgery fol-
lowed by a short ICU stay brought Malcolm home 
within six days.
 “The greatest difficulty I encountered was hav-
ing to lay in bed with my arms crossed to protect 

 Glenn and Donna VanCamp are grateful for the care they received in both Port Perry and 
Toronto and say despite the complaints about the Canadian system, they received great care.

 
at St. Miichael’s Hospital in Toronto last August.

Please see ‘fortunate’ on page 9

Please see ‘high praise’ on page 9

HEARTBEATS
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F E B R U A R Y  I S

NOW IS THE T IME TO PUT YOUR HEART INTO IT.™

We’re proud to support the
Heart and Stroke Foundation

Please give 
generously

in our 
community.

www.heartandstroke.ca

143 Perry Street, Port Perry ON
1-866-538-5593
905-982-1143

143 Perry St.,
Port Perry

905-982-1143  •  1-866-538-5593

246 Queen Street, Port Perry
inspirations@bellnet.ca

905-985-9005

INSPIRATIONS
ON QUEEN STREET

INSPIRE  YOUR  STYLE

183 CASIMIR ST., PORT PERRY  
   905.982.0629 Gift Certificates Available

DESIGNER HANDBAGS

20-22 Water St., Port Perry
905-985-1210

Family 

Red RibbonRed Ribbon

ALL DAY BREAKFAST

Family 
Restaurant

176 Perry St., 
Port Perry

905-982-0776

kellyolsen@migroup.ca
278 Union Ave., Prince Albert
905-985-4716       www.goldbook.ca

Kelly Olsen
M O R T G A G E  A G E N T

24 Hour Emergency Service
Port Perry

905-985-2243

Brian’s Towing

186 Casimir St.,
Port Perry

905-985-9130

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

THE CUDDLY BUNNY CO.

www.cuddlybunny.com

158 Water St., 
Port Perry

905-985-9956

75 King Street East, 
Bowmanville ON  L1C 1N4

905.697.1501 
or 

1.800.661.2433
john.otooleco@pc.ola.org
www.johnotoolempp.com

John O’Toole, MPP Durham
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really great and was up walking the halls al-
most immediately,” he recalls.
 Happy to be back home in time for Christ-
mas 2006, he continued to enjoy his good 
health. It wasn’t until six months later, while 
he and Donna were walking into town that 
the symptoms returned and he had to sit 
down and rest. 
 “I felt extremely weak,” he recalled.
 Returning home, Donna immediately 
called Dr. Nasser-Sharif, of the Medical Asso-
ciates, the physician who had treated Glenn 
earlier. After undergoing a few tests, the doc-
tor informed Glenn he would have to go back 
to St. Mike’s Hospital for further testing.
 In July 2007 he found himself being put 
through the same battery of tests he’d un-
dergone just six months earlier.  “This time 
I knew something wasn’t quite right,” Glenn 
said, recalling seeing a number of doctors 
quietly conferring about his case.
 Then came the news he would have to 
undergo heart bypass surgery, and only five 
days later he was laying face-up in the oper-
ating room undergoing a five hour bypass 
operation.
 As if this wasn’t enough stress on Glenn 
and the family, he took a turn for the worse 
during the surgery when doctors encoun-
tered a number of complications. He was 
confined to the I.C.U. for five days under the 
watchful eyes of doctors and nurses.
 “One night was very scary due to com-
plications with his kidney and heart valves,” 

Donna says with emotion.
 Glenn spent another seven days in recov-
ery before being put on a stringent rehabilita-
tion program. Finally in August 2007 he was 
released and now continues with the rehab 
program at the Scugog Community Centre 
every Tuesday.
 The program provides seminars, taking 
of blood pressure and exercise. Glenn, like 
most heart bypass patients, now walks at 
least two miles every day. Sometimes this 
is done inside the Scugog Arena or when 
weather permits outside.
 Looking back at the entire experience, 
the Van Camps have nothing but good to say 
about the doctors and nurses in both Port 
Perry and Toronto.
 “We often hear negative comments about 
our medical system, but we couldn’t have 
asked for better care,” Donna said. “The 
nurses were so caring and just couldn’t do 
enough for us.”
 Both Glenn and Donna also credit their 
family for helping them through the trying 
ordeal. Every member of the family visited 
Glenn while he was in hospital, raising his 
spirits when needed.
 The biggest surprise was when their 
granddaughter Emily, (who stars in the tel-
evision series Brothers and Sisters) flew 
home from Los Angeles to be by her grand-
fathers bedside.
 Six months after the operation, Glenn is 
slowly getting back to work, clearing snow 
from driveways for his son Bill.

 “I feel really good now,” he says.
 Since the surgery there are a lot of peo-
ple keeping an eye on the popular father and 
grandfather, to make sure he doesn’t over-
exert himself too soon.
 But that’s a difficult job when Glenn has 
been used to working hard his entire life... 
and now he’s feeling like a kid again.

by J. Peter Hvidsten
 Focus on Scugog

Bill Harper underwent 14-hour surgery to repair an 
aorta stretched to over double its normal size.

 A coincidence saved Bill Harper’s life. 
 In 2003, he visited his family doctor be-
cause he found that his heart would race for 
several minutes before settling down again.
 After angiograms and eco-cardiograms, 
Bill was told that his heart doubled its pace 
due to an echo-effect from an enlarged por-
tion of his heart. 
 What tests revealed was a stretching of the 
aorta to approximately one and one half times 
its normal size. Dr. Bonneau, a surgeon at St. 
Michael’s hospital in Toronto advised Bill that 
the problem would need to be rectified sooner 
or later. 
 “Later would be prime snowmobiling time,” 
explains Bill. “So the doctor said how about 
next Tuesday?” Needless to say, Bill’s surgery 
was scheduled in less than two weeks. 
 “I have nothing but good to say about all of 
the staff at St. Mike’s,” says Bill and his wife, 
Shay concurs.

 The 14-hour surgery was successful re-
pairing the extremely thin backside of Bill’s 
aorta. “The doctor told me I’d won the lottery 
because they caught it before an emergency 
happened,” quips Bill. 
 “The toughest things were not fighting the 
breathing tube, watching the doctor pull what 
looked like two car wires out of my chest and 
sleeping once I got home,” Bill explains.
 After five or six days in the hospital, Bill 
was discharged. He found that he could only 
eat small amounts of food without impeding 
his breathing and didn’t regain his appetite for 
about a month. During that time he lost about 
13 lbs. of fluid in one day!
 “I sometimes get a little dizzy feeling in the 
evenings, but that’s the only legacy,” says Bill.
As long as he can see the snow fly and be ac-
tive with the Snowmobile Club, Bill feels his 
journey was worthwhile.

By Barbara Hunt

my chest,” says Malcolm. 
 He was immediately enrolled into the 
satellite cardio-rehab program operated by 
Lakeridge Health at the Port Perry Com-
munity Centre every Tuesday morning. Ap-
proximately 50 to 60 people participate un-
der the care of two co-ordinators. Although 
he will ‘graduate’ in the spring, Malcolm 
may remain with the group for support.
 “That and use the treadmill that I bought 
four years ago on a daily basis with the TV 
on and some ‘Dire Straights’ music in my 
ears!” says Malcolm with a quick wink. “We 
are just so damn fortunate with our health-
care here,” he adds. “You only notice when 
something big happens.”

By Barbara Hunt
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 7

Continued from page 7
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Scugog Exposed Scugog’s worst winter storm

Violent ‘78 storm causes
death and destruction
 Port Perry, Ont.
 January 26, 1978
 It’s hard to believe it was 30 years ago 
last week Scugog Township experienced 
one of the most violent winter storms in 
memory. 
 Before it was over  the vicious winds 
and driving snow had caused death, injury, 
massive property damage, power failures 
and a traffic jam involving more than 400 
abandoned vehicles south of Port Perry.
 The storm struck with little warning 
on the afternoon of January 26 stranding 
motorists for hours. One of the worst in-
cidents involved an Uxbridge woman who 
lost her life when she was struck by a truck 
while standing beside her car in white-out 
conditions.
 A major pile-up of vehicles in front of 
the Oddfellows Hall created a massive traf-
fic jam on the Oshawa Rd. Motorists were 
forced to abandon their vehicles and fierce 
winds and blowing snow reduced visibility 
to zero. Many motorists waited for hours 
in their cars before they were rescued by 
snowmobilers.
 About a dozen members of the Port 
Perry Snowmobile Club braved white-out 
conditions for hours to rescue stranded mo-
torists. They moved through the massive 
traffic jam checking to see if any cars were 
still occupied, and rescued about 50 motor-
ists, transporting them to the fire hall.
 One youth, knocked out during a car 
accident, was taken by snowmobilers to 
Port Perry Hospital with frost-bite after 

spending more than six hours in the cold.
 Confused and disoriented by the wind 
and snow, some motorists banded together 
and made their way to shelter at the Odd-
fellows Hall or the fire hall.
 The fire hall in Port Perry became one 
of the numerous places where motorists 
found shelter and food during the worst of 
the storm.
 The Railroadhouse Motel was also 
booked solid. About 80 people found shel-
ter at the motel and many spent the night 
sleeping in the lobby and halls. Many 
concerned residents of town opened their 
homes to stranded motorists that had no 
place to go.
 On Scugog Island, residents of Gerrow 
and Portview Beaches were without pow-
er for nearly 20 hours as the high winds 
shorted out power lines.
 By the next morning the bat-
tered township was slowly return-
ing to normal and residents were 
faced with the task of digging out.
 And while the major roads were 
slowly opened to traffic there were 
hundreds of cars still abandoned 
along the road sides. Small groups 
of people were seen hiking to their 
vehicles with brooms and shovels 
to dig them out.
 Following the storm and clean-
up many old-timers from Scugog 
were reported to have said the 
storm was the worst they could re-
call  in recent memory.

Pictures: from top right, 1 and 2, cars stranded along the Oshawa Rd. (Simcoe St.) south of the Oddfellows Hall the night of the storm and the following morning. 
3. A motorist stranded for hours looks like he’s in shock after rolling down his car window. 4. Motorists digging snow, packed by the wind, out of their engine.

2

34

1

Historic stories and illustrations reprinted from the book ‘Scugog Exposed’  by J. Peter Hvidsten
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Living well through 
proper physical activity, 
nutrition, prevention, 
and treatment - for good!

Transitioning to a healthier lifestyle is one 

of the most important things you can do for 

yourself and your family, and this special 

transition easier –

right here 
in and around Scugog!

Goal Setting for Kids and Teens
Happy 2008!  Did you set a goal?  Do you wish your kids 
would?
Mentioning Goal Setting to kids/teens in my workshops 
could be a mood killer… until I created 100 Grab and Go 
Mini Goals.
Goal samples are:
• Today, I’m spring cleaning my relationship closet of toxic 

people.
• I will not be afraid to ask for help if I need it.
• I will remind myself that people who hurt others are o!en 

wounded themselves.
• I’m going to plan a surprise party for someone, not because

it’s their birthday but because they are wonderful!
• I will never dumb down for a guy.
And I have a new on-line Success and Con"dence course for 
teen girls age 12+.
Parents can always use more help…a!er all, parenting is the 
hardest job in the world!
Call  905-986-1441, visit www.con!dentgirlsguys.com
or e-mail Monique@con!dentgirlsguys.com

Community forum 
for well owners

Funding to increase awareness of the Clean
Water Act has been provided by MOE to:

March 6 
Sunderland-Brock Memorial Arena
20 Park St. W. 6:30 - 9 p.m.
March 26
Greenbank Hall 
19965 Highway #12 6:30 - 9 p.m.
March 27
Orono Town Hall
5315 Main St. 6:30 - 9 p.m.

905-983-9911 • www.wellwise.ca

Experts provide 
information about well and septic 

system maintenance, groundwater 
protection, well water testing, the 
Clean Water Act, and funding for 

well and septic projects. 

Your 2008 Scugog Health & Wellness Guide

LOSE WEIGHT
FOR JUST /WK*

:: natural herbal
   supplements
:: one-on-one
   personal support
:: healthy grocery
   and whole foods

Amanda lost
70 pounds and
85 inches!

We’re with you every inch of the way. Visit us at www.herbalmagic.com
*Based on the purchase of full program, excludes products and starter kit. This offer is available 

only at participating centres, and is not valid with any other coupons, specials, or promotions. 
Expires March 31, 2008. As our clients vary so do their results.

14500 Simcoe St., Unit 13, Port Perry  
905-985-1084
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When Should You Seek Professional Help
for an Injury?
It’s that time of year again when slips and falls, shovelling, and 
winter sports injuries play havoc on your sanity. When should 
you seek help for an injury? !ere are some de"nite warning 
signs to when an injury needs professional health care attention.
1. Swelling
2. Moderate to Severe Pain
3. Weakness:  signi"cant loss of strength in the a#ected joint 

or muscle, or comparative weakness to the other side may 
suggest serious injury.

4. Numbness or Tingling
5. Inability to participate in normal activities of daily living or 

usual sporting activities.
Don’t let an injury progressively get worse. Getting a proper 
diagnosis is critical at this point. !e goal is then to educate 
you about your injury, prevention and initiating proper 
treatment. Knowing what you should and shouldn’t do is key to 
recovery.
Physiotherapy is available for you at Physiotherapy 
Associates. Stefanie Vander Slagt Bkin, BScPT, CAFCI.
Call 905-985-8363.

14500 Simcoe St. S., Unit #4 
Port Perry (South Gate Plaza)
905-982-0134

SOUTH GATE

Open Monday to Saturday - 9 a.m.
Evening appointments available

S
M
IL
E

Dr. Miroslava Smochko D.D.S.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Use the Natural Approach to Health Care
Port Perry’s "rst naturopathic practice opened November 2nd,
2007 at “Your Health Chiropractic” on North Street.  
Naturopathic Doctor Erika Buckley’s new family practice, 
which focuses on health promotion and disease prevention, 
will allow her to provide better service to her Port Perry 
patients.  
“A number of local residents have been travelling to Whitby 
to see a licensed Naturopathic Doctor, so I felt it was time to 
give Port Perry its "rst naturopathic clinic.  It will be much 
more convenient for my current patients and it will give 
local residents an opportunity to learn more about natural 
healing,” she says.  Even though natural approaches to 
health care have been around for centuries, the concept 
is relatively new for most people.  Instead of masking 
symptoms, Naturopathic Medicine is centered on identifying 
and treating the cause of disease.  Naturopathic medicine is 
a government-regulated health profession and covered by 
many extended health plans.
Come and meet Ericka Buckley at Your Health Chiropractic 
(175 North Street) or call 905-985-3624 to protect your 
health and the health of your family.

                  905-985-6980
180 Queen St., Port Perrylocated

     in…

NOW SERVING
GLUTEN-FREE,
VEGETARIAN,      
AND ORGANIC

LIGHT LUNCHES
We carry a large 

variety of gluten-free 
products!

Twyla and Colleen
are thrilled to be
celebrating the
15th
Anniversary
of Herbally Yours.

Thank you
and in 
appreciation
come in
February 4th - 11th
15% OFF
STORE-WIDE SALE
all regular priced items.

HEALTH FOODS 
& NATURAL PRODUCTS

180 Mary Street, Port Perry   905-985-0861 
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Are you looking for greater

Empowerment?
and

CONFIDENT
girls & guys™

www.confidentgirlsguys.com
Monique: 905.986.1441

Health & Beauty Spa

Hypnosis is a state of focused con-
sciousness that allows you to move 
beyond your old limitations. This is 
done when your hypnotist helps you 
to focus your mind. This is done when 
Deborah assists you in learning how 
to achieve this state by guiding you 
into it using a hypnotic induction. 
Once this has been achieved, you will 
then receive what are called hypnotic 
suggestions. These suggestions will 
enable you to use the power of hyp-
nosis in your life and make the chang-
es you desire.
Hypnosis is available by appointment 
with Deborah Grose, Psycho-Linguistics
Specialist – call:

56 Perry St., Port Perry
905-985-7727

Hypnosis can help you with the 
following and more:

~ Stop Smoking

~ Weight Loss

~ Fears

~ Alcohol/Drug Abuse

~ Pain Management

~ Anxiety

~ Relationships

~ Self-Esteem

~ Sexual Issues

~ Child Birth

~ Anger Issues

~ Motivation

15258 Simcoe St., Port Perry
905-985-0205

Includes as many as 20 possible 
classes in one month!

PLUS A FREE UNIFORM!
Classes available Monday -

 Thursday evenings 
and Saturday

mornings
EXPIRES: 

FEBRUARY 29, 
2008

1 MONTH SPECIAL
ONLY $99!

New Adult Classstarting in February10:30 am
Tues. & Thurs.

Achieving Cardiovascular Health is Multi-Faceted
Most individuals know that a heart-healthy diet consists of 
eating, on a daily basis, raw food and food containing omega 
fatty acids, foods that thin the blood, that keep arterial plaque 
at bay. !ere should be no co"ee, processed fats, sweets, 
processed food in your diet. You must not smoke. You must 
exercise and manage the stress in your life. All very practical 
suggestions.
However there is one layer that isn’t widely acknowledged 
and it ranks just as important, if not a greater priority, than 
all others. Until the energy #eld is clear in the heart area, all 
of the other factors will be a temporary #x. If there are “heart 
blockages” such as grief, love issues, giving not receiving and 
many other impediments to the energy $ow of the body, the 
cardiovascular system will not function in a healthy manner.
At Sunleite Integrative Health Centre, we clear the energy 
blockages and imbalances and then provide you with a speci#c 
protocol with your needs in mind. Diet, stress, day-to-day 
lifestyle, physical and emotional state and family history will 
be considered. A healthy heart and lungs can be achieved 
naturally. Consider this....
Call  905-985-3303 or visit www.sunleitehealth.ca
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180 Mary St., Port Perry
905-985-0861

Celebrating
15 years

of healthy living
in Scugog!

Physiotherapy with an osteopathic 
hands-on treatment approach for
• Sports injuries – athlete rehabilitation
• Motor vehicle injuries
• Headaches/general aches and pains
• Neck, back, knee or shoulder pain
• Post surgery
Other Services:
• Personal Training & Coaching Programs
  www.scugogphysiotherapy.com 

• Covered by most 
Ext. Health Plans

• NO REFERRAL 
NECESSARY

Call for Appt:
905-233-4271

175 North St., 
Suite 202
Port Perry

Keep those New Year’s Resolutions
       – with Hypnosis!
We have all promised ourselves that we will become better in 
the New Year. 2008 can be the year you replace your habits 
for good, simply by relaxing and experiencing hypnosis. 
With Hypnosis we can create desired changes in behaviour and 
encourage mental and physical well-being. Achieve speci!c 
goals in your life, lose weight, quit smoking, quit drinking, 
sleep better. Overcome anxiety, fear, phobias and stress. 
"ere are no side e#ects with hypnosis. It is simple, relaxing 
and easy to follow.
“I have lost seven pounds and exercise every morning since 

I began the Hypnosis treatments two weeks ago.  It is so easy.”     
        – J. Hill, Whitby
It is a new year ... it can be time for a new you! Keep those 
resolutions for a better you!
Hypnosis is available at Lake Winds Health and Beauty Spa
by appointment only with Deborah Grose, Psycho Linguistics 
Specialist. CHT.  Call 905-985-7727 to easily keep your 
New Years’ Resolution.

175 North Street 
Unit #104
Port Perry

905-985-3624

Protect Your Health

   Focusing on
  health promotion
    and disease 
      prevention

          A government        
           regulated health
             profession that is
               covered by many 
                extended
               health plans

Erika Buckley BSc, ND

Located in:

Looking for 
Professionals
who would like to 
work in a warm 
environment.

Space available at

Grief Counsellors, 
Life Coach, Therapists etc.

Call Sabrina: 905-985-7727
or email Sabrina at

sabrinac@bellnet.ca

Health & Beauty Spa

Lose Weight Naturally
Keep your New Year’s Resolution alive and well!  If you !nd 
yourself slipping into old eating habits and need a boost to 
keep on track, why not contact a weight loss professional to 
keep you motivated?
"e key to healthy eating is balance, variety, portion control 
and motivation.  "e amount of food you need every day 
depends on your age, sex, body size, activity level, and 
personal health history.
Weight loss professionals can help teach people how to lose 
weight naturally by eating balanced, healthy meals that 
incorporate all the food groups. Counselors provide guidance, 
education, and motivation. So whether you are a new, 
present, or past client of a weight loss clinic, you can begin or 
continue to learn strategies of successful weight loss.
To help you keep those old habits away and to gain new 
healthy habits contact Angela at Herbal Magic Weight Loss 
Clinic by calling 905-985-1084 today.
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An Ongoing Commitment to Excellence in our Community

The Port Perry Medical Associates 
are committed to providing every 
person who comes in through 
our door with the kind of health 

care they want and deserve  —
thorough, compassionate and on 
the cutting edge with the newest 
techniques and procedures.

     … at the Port Perry 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATES BUILDING

Medical Associates Building 
462 Paxton Street, Port Perry
905-985-2895 (Voice Mail) 

The Faces  of Caring       
“We Can Help You Recover”

No referral necessary.
For an appointment call:
905-985-8363
Located in the Medical Building
462 Paxton St., Port Perry

Treatments for:
- Auto Accident Injuries
- Sports Injuries
- Back, Neck, Knee, Shoulder Pain
- Pre- & Post-Surgical Rehabilitation
We also offer:
- Massage Therapy
- Accupuncture

Physiotherapists establish a 
clinical diagnosis, restore and 
help maintain physical function, 
relieve pain, and help maximize 
the abilities of clients.

Extended
Health Plan Coverage• Family Practice

• Dental Clinic

• Pharmacy

• Audiology

• Optometry

• X-Ray

• Physiotherapy

• Laboratory

• Mammography 
Walk-in Clinic 
Hours:
Monday - Thursday:  
1:30pm - 4:00pm, 5:00pm - 8:00pm

Friday:  1:30pm - 4:00pm

Saturday and Sunday:  
10:00am - 12:00 noon

 General Dentists: Dr. Kevin Dunkerley       Dr. Tushar Mahendra
Dr. Sandro Del Rosso     Dr. Meetu Mahendra

Orthodontist: Dr. Bob Boyko
        Periodontist: Dr. Farah Walji

Serving Port Perry for more than 28 years

462 Paxton St., Port Perry
Located across from the hospital 

in the Medical Associates building

905-985-8459

EVENING
APPOINTMENTS

AVAILABLE
New Patients & Emergencies Welcome
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 The man who built a full-sized lunar mod-
ule... constructed Autohenge ( a replica of the 
famous Stonehenge in England) from old au-
tomobiles... and has flown migration  routes 
with Canada Geese and Whooping Cranes is 
at it again.
 This time Scugog’s most famous entre-
preneur/inventor, Bill Lishman, has set his 
sights on helping victims of disaster with a 
unique program he calls Aid First Aid.

 His plan is quite simple... to expedite the 
delivery of water, medication, clothing etc, to 
people stranded in natural disasters by flying 
small planes called trikes, loaded with sup-
plies to areas inaccessible by other means.
 The Aid First Aid idea was hatched short-
ly after Hurricane Mitch hit Central America 
in 1997. 
 “Time after time I’d see where it would 
take a week or more to get aid to the victims 
and I thought there had to be a better way to 
do it,” he says.
 So Bill put his mind to work and be-

fore long began modifying a “trike” (three 
wheeled-ultralight style aircraft) so it could 
carry a pod filled with about 90 kg. of supplies 
underneath the drivers seat.
 The idea would be to transport these “res-
cue trikes” to the scene of a disaster in a large 
transport plane, then assemble, attach the 
pod filled with supplies and fly out to places 
inaccessible to larger aircraft or helicopters.
 After reaching the destination, each ‘trike’ 
would descend, skimming a couple of feet 
above the ground, before dropping the pod 
filled with aid.
 Bill admits there are skeptics of his idea 
but after spending years of flying ultralight 
planes he defends the small aircraft. “They’re 
amazing little planes,” he says and explains 
they can take off and land from strips as small 
as a soccer field.
 And while the idea is still in its infancy a 
prototype has been assembled and more than 
50 test flights have been undertaken.
 He’s especially proud of a specially de-
signed pod-release system that utilizes the 
brake pedal to drop the pod without landing.
 “It really works,” Bill says with a smile.
 So now the real work begins. Bill has plans 
to meet with government officials to promote 
his idea and hopes to get some financial back-
ing.
 “We need to put a team together and get 
some participation by the federal government 
if this is to work,” he says.
 “We’ll take whatever we can get.”
 In the meantime, Bill is working to assem-
ble a test team, which would include five air-
craft with pods, equipment and the necessary 
personnel to operate it.
 “This is cutting edge and we don’t want to 
get too big to fast,” he says. “We’ve taken a 
small step, now we need to go the next step.”
 He’s hopeful by this summer they will be 
able to stage, or participate in a mock-disaster 
to test the viability of the idea.

 If things go well and they can show the 
Aid First Aid idea is worthwhile, he says he’d 
like to have it up and running, possibly out of 
Greenbank Airport.
 Longer term, Bill would like to see Aid 
First Aid emergency response teams set up 
around the globe. He sees small groups of pi-
lots on standby around the world who could 
deploy quickly to disasters with aid and help.
 Anyone wanting to learn more about Aid 
First Aid can access information at the follow-
ing site:
  http://www.youtube.com watch?v=CLlWRzS--Xg

~
 Long before Aid First Aid, the name Bill 
Lishman was a familiar one... not only around 
Scugog Township, but across Canada and far 
beyond its borders.
 Turning into the Lishman driveway visi-
tors are greeted by a purple camel... a yellow 
man on a bicycle and a galloping blue horse 
-  just a few of the strange creations lining the 
road leading to Paula and Bill’s underground 
home.
 In addition to the numerous and colourful 
sculptures, the property appears to be guard-
ed by a “scary” metal self-portrait of this man 
who has become a household name around 
the world due to his artistic talents and work 
with Canada Geese.
 During an interview last month, while 69 
year-old entrepreneur was recuperating from 
a broken hip, Bill took some time to remi-
nisce about his 30 plus years in Scugog and 
some of the interesting projects he’s under-
taken during his career.
 Of course, the most obvious and most 
publicized of his projects is the incredible un-
derground home he built 20 years ago. The 
Lishmans still live in the house and he says 
there have been very few problems with the 
unique structure.
 Sitting in the solarium, looking out over 
the countryside towards Lake Scugog, Bill 

Aid First Aid

Lishman’s latest 
venture would  
provide quick  
aid to disaster 
victims around 
the world 

Trike with its 90 kg. aid pod underneath.

Bill Lishman
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thought back and recalled a few of his favour-
ite projects. 
 One of his first was a full sized replica of 
the Lunar Lander, which he built in 1971. This 
project came about when he needed an extra 
room for his growing family while they lived 

in Brougham, Ont.  The piece was later pur-
chased by the Japanese as part of the Great 
Space Shuttle Exhibit of 1983, and travelled 
through five cities in Japan. The Lander was 
later donated to, and is currently on display 
at, the Oklahoma Aviation and Space Hall of 
Fame in Oklahoma City.
 Bill says he was paid $35,000 for the Lunar 
Lander and it came at a time when his career 
was in a slump. “It really helped my career,” 
he recalled.
 Twice Bill has used England’s Stonehenge 

as his inspiration for local projects. The first 
came in 1986 when he built Autohenge on a 
farm just south of Port Perry off the Shirley 
Rd. Autohenge was built for the filming of a 
new car commercial by Chrysler, but became 
a tourist attraction for a short time.
 Bill urged Scugog Twp. to take the site 
over as a tourist attraction but they declined. 
As the structure deteriorated, it became a 
danger to the public and had to be removed.
 His second attempt at creating a Stone-
henge replica came during the winter of 1998 
when Bill and some friends constructed “Ice-
henge” on Lake Scugog.
 The structure was quarried from one foot 
thick slabs of ice over a three day period. Un-
fortunately two days after it was completed 
the 40 ton structure sank through the ice.
 In 1982 Bill was commissioned to sculpt 
a giant Atlantic Salmon. The leaping salmon 
constructed of stainless steel has approxi-
mately 2,000 scales welded onto its tubular 
steel webbing. The one ton, 21.6’ piece of 
art is still the centerpiece of a fountain in the 
town of  Campbellton, New Brunswick. 
 When Canada’s Expo ‘86 was being 
planned for Vancouver, Lishman was asked 
to produce a piece for the Transportation Pla-
za. What resulted was an 86 foot high tower 
called Transcending the Traffic. It consisted 
of 55 steel figures ascending the tower.
 After Expo ‘86 was over Bill had to remove 
the entire structure and transport it back 
home, where all the figures are currently on 
display along his driveway.
 There have been dozens of other projects, 
such as the controversial Hasta La Vista 

Baby, a 22’ 
high, wire-frame 
monument to pregnancy, which features a 
life sized male fetus in the image of Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.
 He’s also sculpted the image of a large 
dragon for Canada’s Wonderland, participat-
ed in the Imax 3-D movie The Last Buffalo, 
creating a life-sized buffalo from molten iron 
on the giant screen.
 So, what’s next for this talented and imagi-
native artist/sculpturist/entrepreneur?
 Who knows! 
 But it’s highly likely whatever he does ... 
it will be something that’s never been done  
before and will make news around the world. 
  by J. Peter Hvidsten

Focus on Scugog

Transcending imagination

Bill
Lishman’s

self-portrait

Icehenge on Lake Scugog 1982

Full sized replica of the Lunar Lander

Autohenge south of Port Perry in August 1986
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This Old
   House

One of the most visually pleasing 
homes in Scugog Township is lo-

cated on the north side of 7A High-
way between Port Perry and Manchester. 
Sheltered by trees, it’s yellow painted bricks, 
four-storey tower and decorative Victorian gin-
gerbread trimming give it a distinctive look. 
 This property was originally part of a 200 
acre parcel of land owned by the Vansickler 
family, dating back almost 10 years before Re-
uben Crandell became the first white settler in 
Reach Township in 1821. Pieces of the prop-
erty changed hands among family members 
a number of times in the early years, but it 
wasn’t until 1860 that Henry Vansickler sold a 

piece of the farm to someone outside the fam-
ily.
 Stephen Cowle was the purchaser but there 
is no record of him having erected any build-
ing on the property during the 14 years he 
owned it. In 1874, the property was purchased 
by Alphonso Hindes. Mr. Hindes only kept it 
for a few months before disposing of the prop-
erty later the same year.
 Richard Harper was the next owner of the 
property. Mr. Harper was 41 years old when he 
arrived in Reach Township in December 1874.  
Construction of his magnificent home began 
in the spring of the following year.
 Harper became a director of the Reach 
Cheese Manufacturing Company which oper-
ated out of the hamlet of Manchester, about a 
mile to the west of his stately home. 
 About 1881, Mr. Harper built a large barn 
to the north-east of his home. Later that year 
while working, stacking hay in the rafters, he 
fell 20 feet to the floor of the barn. He was 
killed instantly. His tragic and untimely death 
drew the following comment in the local news-
paper, “the deceased had been in this locality 
for only a few years, but he left traces of his 
enterprises which will keep his memory alive 
for years to come. The magnificent buildings 
which he has erected are an ornament to the 
locality and proof of his intelligence.” 
 Mr. Harper was 47 years old when he died 
and left behind a wife and daughters.
 Following the death of her husband, Mrs. 
Harper sold the property to Daniel Williams.  

  
 Mr. Williams was a Scugog Island farmer, 
who had held positions on the local council a 
number of times, including the first council 
when Scugog Township was formed in 1855.
 Walker Hill purchased the farm from Mr. 
Williams in November 1897 and retained own-
ership for about nine years, before selling it 
in May 1906 to Walter F. Weir. Mr. Weir was a 
Reach Township farmer, but also had an inter-
est in public life, serving on Reach council a 
number of years as deputy reeve in the 1890s.
 After Mr. Weir passed away about 1920, his 
wife Adrienne sold the farm to John J. Parr, 
who resold the property the same month to 

Karen and John Vanderzalm

Please turn to page 21
The former Richard Harper home has changed little 
since this photo was taken in the early 1900s.
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 to the township for its re-designed website. The new-
ly revamped site is more attractive, more user friendly 

-
ternet it’s important that information is easily accessible 
and accurate. Kudos for a great job. Check the new site 

out at www.township.scugog.on.ca.

on Lake Scugog during last month’s thaw and rain. 
Many of them sank, with only their roofs showing and 
no way of getting them out. This poses a safety haz-
ard for snowmobilers, as well as boaters next summer 

who will hit them with their props. (submitted)

 to Dana Smith and the staff of Dana’s Goldsmithing 
for raising $4,500 for the hospital’s “Lighting The Way” 
campaign. The funds were raised through the sales 

the past seven years Dana’s has donated a whopping 
$22,000 to the hospital. Thanks Dana for your generous gift!!! 

 to the management of the new Bayview condo-
minium project on Perry St. for their Christmas spirit. 
We’re sure almost everyone noticed they decorated the 
mast and arm of the tower crane with colourful Christ-

$700 to install lights on the crane. Job well done. Congrats!

to those responsible for taking care of the Superthose responsible for taking care of the Super 
Mail Boxes in and around Port Perry. They have appar-
ently forgotten how to keep the aluminium structures 
accessible, forcing people to struggle over mounds of 
snow to pick up their mail. The lack of care is danger-

ous for our mail carriers, local residents and in particular our 
seniors who struggle getting into the boxes.

 to Ken and Angie De Jong for the newly renovated 
Hank’s Pastries. After being closed for a month to un-
dergo extensive renovations it’s nice to see the popular 
bakery and eatery open again. And of course everyone 
missed the smell of bread and buns baking in their busy 

ovens. We’re glad you’re back... you were missed!!

A column devoted to recognizing events and  
decisions affecting the residents of Scugog  

Township, and rating them with a “Thumbs Up, 
 or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs

www.waggfuneralhome.com

WAGG
  FUNERAL HOME

Port Perry’s Locally Owned & Operated Funeral Home

216 Queen Street, 
Port Perry

905-985-2171     
1-800-377-9139

•  
•  

•  

•  

Kathryn Chenier, CFP
Financial Advisor

183 Casimir St., Unit #1
Port Perry, ON  L9L 1B7
Bus: 905-985-6282

LIFE CAN BE COMPLICATED BUT YOUR
RETIREMENT SAVINGS SHOULDN’T BE.

®

To learn why consolidating your retirement accounts 
to Edward Jones makes sense, call today.

www.edwardjones.com Member CIPF

www.portperrybutcher.20 20Homemade Meat Pies ~ 20 Varieties
A L W A Y S  W E E K LY  S P E C I A L S

251 Queen St., Port Perry ~ 905-985-1456

TAYLOR FORDER
INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
169 North Street, Port Perry • 905-985-8416

Stopping for Sirens
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JANUARY - Elizabeth Fulford was hired as district co-
ordinator for Scugog Community Care Organization.

FEBRUARY - The establishment of a Business Im-
provement Area for a section of downtown Port Perry 
merchants took an initial step forward.

APRIL - The Community Memorial Hospital is to be 
part of an emergency patient helicopter transfer system.

JUNE

them a pay increase amounting to six percent.

JUNE - Medical staff at the Community Memorial Hos-

service when an air ambulance made a trial run from To-
ronto to Port Perry.

AUGUST -  Legion Branch 419, Port Perry cele-

OCTOBER - Engineering report suggests that deterio-
rating conditions make necessary a complete reconstruc-
tion of Queen Street in downtown Port Perry. Cost of the 

OCTOBER - Vandals struck R. H. Cornish Public 
School early Saturday morning and left behind a trail of 

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER - In an unprecedented move, incumbent 

in council to win a new two-year term to the top political 

    When Scugog Township council turned down an offer to pur-
chase the Lake Scugog Lumber property on the waterfront, local 
businessman Ken Jackson, right, purchased it from owner Ted Grif-

REMEMBER 1968

905.985.8707
131 North Port Rd., 
Port Perry

webC
M

S S  lutions
Time for a 

New Website?

905-982-0450
info@cmswebsolutions.com

www.cmswebsolutions.com

Collision Repair
Refinishing

Licenced Technicians

131 Northport Rd.,
Port Perry

905-985-1991

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

NICK
ORAM
auto body

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

Good, reliable 
certified vehicles 
from $1900 & up

All vehicles certified & emissions tested
1 year powertrain warranty

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., Port Perry
905-985-3885

In-house leasing available

embroidery • screen printing
trophies • corporate promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

RAY HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 45 years

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9, Port Perry

Owned and Operated by
Brian Tassell

905-985-0059

LOOKING FOR A SIGN?

signs ~ vehicle graphics ~ digital imaging
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

905-985-0802

Celebrating
10 years

 Green Apple
Cabinets Ltd.

–– Harvey J. Walker ––

52 Water Street, Port Perry, ON
905-985-3767

www.Green-Apple.ca

Kitchens
with

Character

Advertise Here! 
Call 905-985-8585
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William Joseph Strong. Mr. Strong farmed the 
property for the remainder of his life. After his 
death in 1951, his son Hugh Strong purchased 
the 119 acre property from the family estate 
and continued to farm it for another 18 years.
 One of Mr. Strong’s children, Marie Geer, 
said she remembered the baseboards, stair-
case, and in particular the elegant sliding 
doors between the living and dining rooms. 
A large part of the doors were constructed of 
burled maple, but it was all painted after they 
sold the old farm home.
 In 1969, the Strong family was 
approached by a Toronto based 
contractor, Tony Cesaroni, owner 
of Carlan Enterprises, who arrived 
in the area to purchase farmland to 
raise cattle and sheep. 
 Mr. Cesaroni and his wife Su-
san moved into the historic home 
and immediately began work on 
restoring it. The interior was refur-
bished, replacing and repairing the 
original heavy plaster cornices. He 
also made the large sliding doors 
which separated the dining and liv-
ing room, operational again. 
 The bathrooms were modern-
ized, and the old summer kitchen 
was converted into a family room 
with a large fireplace. A couple of 
years after moving in, the Cesa-
ronis built a large addition on the 

north west side which contained a billiards 
room and swimming pool. In these new rooms 
he carefully reproduced the large baseboards 
and trim found in other parts of the house. 
 The exterior of the building was complete 
and original except for the front porch, which 
had been removed a number of years earlier. 
Using an old photograph found in the house 
as a guide, the front porch was reconstructed 
on the original stone foundation. It was at this 
time, the deteriorating yellow bricks were re-
paired and the house painted pale yellow.

 While living in Port Perry, Mr. Cesaroni 
purchased a number of area farms and built an 
apartment building at the corner of Simcoe St. 
and Durham Rd. #8, before selling and moving 
on.
 Everet M. Woud was next to purchase the 
land and house. He completed his acquisition 
in February 1978 from Carlan Enterprises Ltd., 
the company of Anthony Cesaroni.
 While owners of the property, the Wouds 
built a new residence just west of the old home, 
and in 1986, separated four acres and sold the 

original Harper home to Dr. Jack 
and Patricia Cottrell. A number of 
years earlier Dr. Cottrell had pur-
chased a similar styled Victorian 
home from Tony Cesaroni,  imme-
diately north of this home on the 
6th concession.
  The Cottrells owned this elegant 
historic property until the fall of 
2001, when it was sold to owner 
Ivan Lloyd. The Lloyd’s held own-
ership of the home for about five 
years.
   In the fall of 2007 ownership 
changed hands again, this time be-
ing purchased by Karen and John 
Vanderzalm, who are opening a 
garden centre on the property this 
spring.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Interior pictures of the house taken about 2006. From left, large indoor pool, eat-in kitchen and family room, located just off the pool area.

Exterior picture of the beautiful Italianate home taken in 1991.

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

The Window Store adheres 
to S.A.W.D.A.C. 

Installation Guidelines.

Your Assurance of a 
Quality Installation!

The Window Store is a
Proud Member!

• Sunrooms
• Windows
• Doors
• Siding

Elegant Italianate home one of Scugog’s best
Continued from page 18
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Scugog ?
What’ s Up` a guide to upcoming 

entertainment 
events and  
happenings 

in Scugog Twp.

 Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
North Durham will be holding 
their very popular “Famous 
Chicken Wing Night” again 
this year and the 
event promises 
to be lots of 
fun for every-
one. 
 Wing Night will be 
held at the Scugog 
Community Centre, 
Port Perry on Saturday, Feb-

ruary 23rd with entertainment 
being provided by Full Tilt & 

The Third Round.
 Wings will be served 

from 7:30 - 9:30. In addi-
tion there will be door 
prizes, a silent auction 

and wine tasting. 
Doors open at 7 
p.m. for this fun 

event. For more 
information call  
        905-985-3733.

Crimes Of The Heart
 Crimes of the Heart, by Beth Henley, is a warm-hearted, 
irreverent, zany and brilliantly imaginative play and is the next 

production of Port Perry’s Borelian’s Thea-
tre group. 
     The play, directed by Vivian Lee, teems 
with humanity and humour as it exam-
ines the plight of three young Mississippi 
sisters betrayed by their passions. “It has 
heart, wit and a surprisingly zany passion 
that must carry all before it.

Performance Dates:
Feb. 21, 22, 23, 28, 29 and  
March 1, evenings.  

      February 23 and March 1, matinees.

 Where: Town Hall 1873 - 302 Queen St., Port Perry
Tickets for Crimes of the Heart are available at Henshall’s Cloth-
iers, Port Perry. Phone 905 985-1965, toll free, 1-866-808-2006 
or online at www.starticketing.com.

MY FAIR LADY
 Scugog Choral Society will transform the stage into turn of 

the century London with Lerner & Loewe’s  
production of the Broadway musical 

romance, My Fair Lady. 

Eliza Doolittle, caterwaul in the 
street, two noted British linguists, 
Professor Henry Higgins and Colo-
nel Hugh Pickering, wager Higgins 

lady with an aristocratic accent. The Rain 
in Spain, I Could Have Danced All Night, 
On the Street Where You Live and Get 

Me to the Church on Time are just a few of this musical’s well 
loved tunes.
Date: March 27 - April 12, Town Hall 1873, Port Perry
Tickets: In person at Henshall’s, 241 Queen St., Port Perry 
By Phone: 1-866-808-2006 Online: www.starticketing.com

 Cadenza Productions will begin produc-
tion for its summer show, The Music Man 
this month by holding auditions at Town 
Hall 1873. Auditions are scheduled for 
February 17, 18, 20, 24. Anyone wishing 
to book an audition time should call Lori 
at 905-852-7990. Interested applicants 
should prepare a monologue and musi-
cal selection to demonstrate abilites and 
vocal range. For more information see 
ad on page 23 in this issue of Focus on Scugog.

GREENBANK FOLK MUSIC
 The Greenbank Folk Mu-
sic Society are gearing up 
for the mid-winter concert 
and are proud to announce 
the dynamic music and 
personalities of Haines and 
Leighton to be featured. 
Tom (Leighton) is a power-
house one-man band who 
sings, plays bodhran and 

the majority of the lead vocals. The evenings opening act 
will feature Uxbridge’s own “Poor Tom”. 
Tickets $ 20 available from Blue Heron Books,  Uxbridge, 
 or P.O.E. Design in Port Perry, or  Phone  905-985-8351.
Date: February 16, 8 p.m. at Greenbank Centennial Hall
 Information: http://www.globalserve.net/~ynot/gb200708.htm

22  FOCUS - FEBRUARY 2008   focus@observerpub.ca

Drop in craft club (2-8 yrs.)
1/2 hour sessions run all day
(No bookings required)
$4.00 per craft all supplies included

180 Queen Street (in Queen Street Commons) Port Perry              www.littlemonogramshop.ca    905-982-1785

introduces …
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The Royal Canadian Legion Colour Party was recognized for its participation 
and contribution to the community during the  awards ceremony. Jim Smither-

of the more than 20 members 
-

iliary who were praised for their 

-
colm, left, who has been with 

and Gwenyth Thompson are 
shown here with the mayor.

who helps people deal with hearing impairment, is a Grade 6 
-

business and they were recognized for their dedi-
-

to his failing health.                  

Large crowd  
attends January 
ceremony to see 
residents named  

to Mayor’s
Honour Roll

Cadenza Productions
announces…

  

Ruth Smith 
(Director)

Carol Salamone 
(Musical Director)

Jen Hamilton 
(Choreographer)

Audition Dates & Times
Town Hall 1873 (Port Perry)
Sunday, Feb. 17: 1-4:00 pm 

     and 6:30-9:30 pm
Monday, Feb. 18: 7-10:00 pm
Wednesday, Feb. 20: 7-10:00 pm
Sunday, Feb. 24*: 1-4:00 pm
*Call Backs: Sunday, Feb. 24: 6:30-9:30pm
AUDITIONS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!

To book an audition date & time please contact Lori @ 905-852-7990.
Interested applicants are asked to prepare both a short monologue and 

musical theatre selection which demonstrates your abilities & vocal range 
- both must be memorized!  Bring along a recent photo for your audition 

(resumes are optional).

AUDITION NOTICE

SUMMER PERFORMANCE DATES:
July 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 13 (matinee), 17, 18, 19, 2008

for
  Meredith 

���	���	�	
�������	�����
�

14500 Simcoe St., Unit 12, Port Perry

905-985-5700

Instant Tax Refund
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 When Mike Tobin gets behind the lens of his 
camera... that’s about as good as life gets.
 For the past 14 years, since he retired after 
32 years at General Motors, Mike has immersed 
himself into his love for photography.  “I just like 
taking pictures... I really enjoy it,” he said during a 
recent interview with Focus on Scugog.
 Born in Newfoundland and raised on Cape Bre-
ton Island and Nova Scotia, Mike says the pictur-
esque setting left him with a lifelong appreciation of nature.
 After moving to Ontario he purchased his first SLR camera, a Pen-
tax Super ME, at Eatons in Oshawa and he still owns it today.
 He and his wife ‘Win’ moved into their Sexton St. home in 1969 
and while he dabbled in photography during his years at GM, it 
wasn’t until he retired he took his hobby to the next level.
 He’s built a photo studio in their comfortable home and its here 
he hones his skills in portrait and wedding photography. He uses his 
studio to take everything from anniversary to team photos.
 But his real love is nature and for this he finds himself travelling 
extensively across Canada and the USA.
 He’s been to the Arctic a number of times and photographed doz-
ens of species of birds in Churchill, Manitoba and Cambridge Bay on 
Victoria Island, Nunavut.
 While in the Arctic, one of his favourite spots, he says its impor-
tant to keep an eye out for polar bears. The big bears wander the land 
and if they get to close it’s sometimes necessary to fire a shotgun 

with “screamer” cartridges into the air to frighten 
the bears off.
    “The screamers” create a loud whistling noise, 

but don’t hurt the bears,” Mike explains.
    In the Arctic, he says, there are hundreds of birds and animals to 
photograph. The Peregrine Falcon, large Eider duck, caribou and 
musk oxen are just a few of those he’s captured on film.
 Mike’s admits his first love is of prey” and has a large collection 
from his 40 plus years behind the lens.
 Mike exuberance for photography is evident and although he has 
converted to digital, he says at one time he wasn’t impressed with the 
quality.
 Today he accepts its the new format and although he still has his 
old SLR film based cameras, he uses digital pretty much exclusively.
 But he says the introduction of digital photography has had a dra-
matic impact on his ability to sell pictures.
 “Digital has been good, except from a business standpoint. Al-
most everyone has a digital camera and computer today,” he says.
 So while he still shoots weddings, special occasion, team photos 
and portraits, he’s looking for another way to fill the gap.
 This year he hopes to set-up a trip for anyone interested in touring 
Newfoundland.  “I’d really like to take a small group of amateur pho-
tographers and others to Newfoundland on an excursion,” he says.
 Mike feels he’d like to share his love and knowledge of photog-
raphy with others and by taking a group he could introduce them 
to what he loves so much. “I could fill up a five day trip with lots of 
interesting sites,” he said.
 Anyone interested can give Mike a call at 905-985-7725.

by J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Behind the lens

Mike Tobin does 
his hunting with 
a camera

    Mike Tobin, above, with some of his shots. Top left, the 
skull of a caribou in the Arctic, a Bald Eagle, left, and at 
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D  - Eat Smart! Ontario’s 
Healthy Restaurant and Cafeteria Pro-
grams, offer an “Award of Excellence” to 
restaurants and school and workplace caf-
eterias that meet exceptional standards in 
nutrition and food safety. Schools in Ajax, 
Clarington, Oshawa, Pickering and Whitby 
all won the award, but not one in Scugog 
Township.
 Kind of makes you wonder what the kids 
are being served for lunch at our school caf-
eterias in Port Perry?

D  - The bell tower on the 
Port Perry Anglican Church (left) origi-
nally graced the peak of St. Agnes Church 
in Greenbank, which opened in 1867. After 
the St. Agnes Church ceased to operate, 
the bell tower was removed and brought to 
Port Perry where it was raised to the roof 
of the local Anglican church.
 After St. Agnes Church closed, it sat empty 
for a number of years. It is now operated as 
the Greenbank Centennial Hall.

D  - While Lake Scugog 
and many other lakes in the Kawartha 
Lakes system were subjected to the sight 
and smell of thousands of dead carp last 
summer, did you know there was one 
local area that went unaffected by the 
virus? According to the manager of the 
Osler Marsh property, south of the Scu-
gog causeway, no dead carp were found 
on their extensive holdings.
 Good news for sure, but it makes a person 
wonder why that area was immune!!! 

D - despite what many think, 
the tower crane being used for the new Bay-
view Condominium project on Perry St. is 
not the first of this type of crane to be used 
in construction in Port Perry. The above 
picture, taken in Oct. 1996 shows a similar 
tower crane being used to help construct 
the West Shore Village retirement project.
 What is ironic is that both of these projects 
were constructed along Perry St., West Shore 
at the north end and Bayview to the south.

Did You Know?

Dear Sir:
 On January 16, I attended the Ka-
wartha Region Conservation Authority’s 
rancorous meeting, almost a comic op-
era;  here is my impression of the plot and 
players.
  Larry O’Conner (Brock) unimpos-
ing, not easily rattled with knowledge of 
the rules and gives direction to this dys-
functional board. Alex Ruth unassuming 
and knowledgeable who rescinded and 
revisited the motion to remove former 
CAO Macnab, probably realizing that 
severance would be 24% to 35% of KRCA’s 
budget. Jim McMillan (Scugog), David 
Marsh (City of Kawartha Lakes), who 
uses his knowledge of the rules to disrupt 
and takes every opportunity to destroy 
KRCA.
  The public were not allowed to speak, 
however these questions need to be 
asked:
 Was a meeting held to orchestrate the 
removal of Mr. Macnab?
  Does Councillor Marsh have any con-
flicts of interest regarding real estate 
dealings? 
  Did the Board recognize that with Mr. 
Macnab’s service, age and position, case 
law would give him a severance payout of 
two to three years - I estimate that to be in 
the region of $248,000 to $372,000.
 Should Mr. Macnab not rejoin KRCA, 
then I think that those directors responsi-
ble for firing Mr. Macnab should pay for 
his severance from their own pockets.

Colin Kemp
Nestleton

De!r F"c#s...
Mailbox

Meeting was a comic opera

Anita Van Zeeland 
FTA

•  Payroll
•  Budgeting
•  Tax Planning
•  Corporate Tax
•  Personal Taxes
•  Small Business Tax

SERVICES OFFERED:

905-985-192636 Water St., Port Perry
www.1stfinancialcentre.ca

1974-2008

Come to PPPrint & Digital Services 
Inc. where we can accommodate all of 
your needs. When it comes to printed 
materials, we have been serving this 
community since 1974 with all of your 
business and personal needs.

201 NORTH STREET
PORT PERRY, ONTARIO L9L 1B7
PH: 905.985.9755 
FAX: 905.985.0687
1.888.301.0055
production@ppprint.on.ca
www.ppprint.on.ca

Professional Printing

              at the Right Price!
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 When people hear Beta Sigma Phi  men-
tioned, they immediately think sorority. The 
four remaining founding members of the lo-
cal Scugog chapter, Gail Williamson, Donna 
Donnelly, Fran Sluggett and Thelma (Bunny) 
Rowlands, are very clear that theirs is an or-
ganization “about friendship”, not tied to any 
university or college. 
 Beta Sigma Phi was founded in Abilene, 
Kansas in 1931 for the social, cultural and 
civic enrichment of its members and spread 
to all 50 American states, the Canadian prov-
inces and 30 countries around the world 
boasting a 200,000 lady membership. 
 Local involvement rose from the Theta 
Delta chapter in Oshawa which had 11 char-
ter members. 
 Eleanor Bailey and Shirley Baster held a 
backyard orientation meeting in this area in 
1974 for interested women. Meetings began 
in local homes and committees were quickly 
formed. “Women from the age of 16, no mat-

ter how different their situations, were al-
lowed to join,” says Gail.
 A program committee invites speakers to 
share their experience and knowledge with 
members each month. They also organize 
outings and tours to libraries, art galleries 
and theatres. 
 The social committee organizes an an-
nual fundraiser/social every November and 
the April Founder’s Day dinner with enter-
tainment along with the other four Scugog 
chapters and the Uxbridge chapter (Laure-
ate Gamma Chi, Preceptor Gamma Xi, Mu 
Gamma, Xi Epsilon Theta, Nu Alpha).
 “Most importantly, we’re involved with 
our community,” Donna is quick to point out. 
 Through a service committee that is al-
ways hard at work, funds are raised from ga-
rage and yard sales, auctions, plant sales and 
dances. These funds support such causes as 
Community Care, Operation Scugog, the local 
hospital and nursing home as well as national 

organizations like Canadian Cancer Soci-
ety, Breast Cancer research and the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation’s ‘Grannies Against HIV’. 
A ways and means committee keeps every-
thing on the straight and narrow.
 The members include their spouses at 
their monthly socials. They either alternate 
homes for their celebrations or venture out. 
They also plan an annual weekend outing.
 These four women have been members 
long enough to have risen to the “fifth de-
gree” (the highest order) and boast about 
next moving to “that chapter in the sky.”
 Aside from finding “interest and learning 
a lot”, this sisterhood raises over $3 million 
worldwide and contributes more than 200,000 
service hours in any given year. 
 Local Scugog chapters (all five), also sup-
ply scholarships and bursaries such as those 
to the music programs at R.H. Cornish and 
Port Perry High School. 
 

Founding members of the local Beta Sigma Phi include, from left, Fran Sluggett, Gail Williamson, Bunny Rowlands and Donna Donnelly.

T R A I L E R  S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

HUGE In-Stock Inventory
OSHAWA, ONT.

SALES, SERVICE
PARTS
& TRAILERS

465 Bloor St. W., Oshawa           Financing Available O.A.C.  
www.jensentrailers.com   •   1-866-479-1744         

Leasing

CONNECTING BUYERS WITH SELLERS

Vehicle Transaction Consultants

Port Perry • 905-985-0882

Looking to Lease?
• Vehicle  • Commercial  • Equipment  • and much more!

WE CAN HELP!
Check out our websites:

www.vehicletransactions.ca  / www.heydriver.ca

Please turn to page 27
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HUB INTERNATIONAL EQUIPMENT LTD.
14795 Hwy. 12, Port Perry
905-982-1500 • 866-882-5271

12 Golden Mile Rd., Lindsay
705-324-6136 • 800-267-8665

More Performance,
Features than Leading Competitor*
Up to 9% greater engine displacement Up to 32% more fuel capacity
Up to 46% more front wheel travel   Up to 215% more rear wheel travel
Up to 39% more ground clearance   Up to 25% more towing capacity
On demand four-wheel drive
Automatic, positive locking differential
Fully enclosed, pressurized CVT protection system 
including filtered air
Double  CV joints at each wheel
Standard two-inch hitch receivers front and rear - only one on competitor
Bedliner built into poly bed - bedliner optional on competitive model

not offered 
on
competitive 
model

* Compared to leading   
competitor

Bush Hog®

Utility
Vehicles
Trail Hand in classic
Bush Hog® red with
optional polybed

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES

Are your tax returns 
filed up to date?
Have you done 

your RRSP tax planning?

If not, please call:

Do you have a tax preparer?

• Small Business Bookkeeping
• Computerized Payroll
• Personal Income Tax
• E-File

Monday to Friday
8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Extended Evening & Saturday 
Hours during Tax Time 
by Appointment Only

4 River Street
Seagrave
905-985-8962

New
Clients

Welcome

COMPLIMENTARY 
EMPLOYMENT RELATED 
TRAINING AVAILABLE!

Internet Basics
Computer Basics
Hidden Job Market
Violence in the Workplace 

For more information about our 
services, please call 905-985-1441, visit

www.portperrycerc.com or drop by 
116 Water Street, Port Perry, ON

PORT PERRY 
COMMUNITY EMPLOYMENT 

RESOURCE CENTRE

Employment Ontario 
programs are funded 

in part by the 
Government of Canada

 Through their spirit of sis-
terhood, these ladies not only 
develop a better self (one of the 
organization’s goals), but create 
a better world around them (the 
other goal).
 For more information, call 905-
985-3026.

By Barbara Hunt
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 26

MINI-CAMP
March Break

March 11 to 13  (3 full days!)

Friends and lots of fun are on the roster for this 
winter break camp! Structured play that includes 
science, sensory experiences like Lego and baking, 
music and movement, exercise and cool down 
time… not unlike our Blaze summer camp! 
For kids (ages 5-11) and youth (ages 12-18+) 
with developmental disabilities. 
Campers bring their own lunch. 
Sign up for one or all three days.

Cost: $60.00 per day 
Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Precious Minds Centre

For additional information and to 
register, please contact Matt or Sandy at: 
Precious Minds 
Resource & Learning Centre
905-982-0882 
admin@preciousminds.com
www.preciousminds.com

*Financial 
  subsidies available.

 NEW!

NOW 
OPEN

Willow Books Uxbridge

WE’RE  E X PA N D I N G !

                   featuring 
gently used clothing and collectibles.
ROCK BOTTOM PRICES
on nearly-new clothing for all ages.

Check out our
BARGAIN

BOOK SHOP SECTION
All Softcovers         75¢
All Hardcovers    $1.50

Willow Books has new titles coming in daily.
Cooking • Gardening • Spirituality • Fiction

and much more

185 Main Street, Uxbridge  •  905-862-2665
Don’t forget our Port Perry location:

173 Queen St., between Home Hardware & TD Bank
1,000s of great used books and great prices  905-985-0888

Hours:
Monday - Saturday

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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 It’s never too late to get into 
an exercise routine. This is admi-
rably demonstrated by a group of 
residents at the West Shore Retire-
ment community who make use 
of treadmills, exercise bicycles as 
well as Monday and Wednesday 
‘sit & stretch’ and Tuesday yoga 
instruction. 
 Under the watchful eye of 
Activity Director, Patti Hurren, a 
dozen of the 71 building and 39 
bungalow residents break a sweat 

on a regular basis.
 “I like Patti’s instructions,” 
says Tom Sutherland with a twin-
kle in his eye. The class is as much 
social as physical. Equal numbers 
of men and women participate in a 
spacious, second floor gym over-
looking Lake Scugog.
 “Our residents have a lot of 
fun up there,” says Patti. “It’s a 
word-of-mouth kind of thing.” The 
exercise program adds to the full 
roster of activities: Friday happy 

hour, entertainment, walks, bingo, 
cards, wheel of fortune, computer 
club, a once-a-month bowling club 
outing to Lindsay and the ‘toonie 
Tuesday’ lunches from local res-
taurants.
 “One gentleman spends 25 
minutes on the treadmill and one 
of our ladies is up to 20 minutes,” 
explains Patti. Weights and resist-
ance bands augment the heavy 
equipment.

 “I wouldn’t miss this. It keeps 
me in shape,” says resident, Don 
Geer. 
 Margaret Hawkins makes no 
secret of her 88 years and says 
she’s trying to stay young. “Now 
I’ll go and lay down,” she says 
with a tiny chuckle as she leaves 
the session. 
 But she’ll be back tomorrow!

By Barbara Hunt
Focus on Scugog

Taking part in the exercise classes are from far left, Margaret Hawkins, above 
instructor Patti Hurren, and at right Anne Goreski and Don Geer.

West Shore
residents
exercising
both body
and mind

West Shore Village 
overlooking picturesque 
Lake Scugog in the 
charming town of Port Perry.  

Call us for a tour, 
complementary meal 
or overnight visit.

Lifelease bungalows and a 70-suite, 
full service retirement residence 
designed to meet your changing needs.

Village
RETIREMENT LIVING
Historic Waterfront

RETIREMENT LIVING

293 Perry Street, Port Perry
905-985-8660  •  1-800-248-0848  •  www.westshorevillage.com

e-mail: karen.arbuckle@powergate.ca
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Photo J. Peter Hvidsten
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Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Dear Focus
 Thank-you for allowing Physiotherapy Associates of Port  
Perry the opportunity to advertise in the Medical Associates sec-
tion for the February edition of the Focus on Scugog.
 Your creative team created a fantastic eye-catching advertise-
ment for us that promoted a huge amount of positive feedback.  
It’s nice to be recognized and visible within a publication that is so 
highly regarded in our community.
 In particular, we were honoured to be included in the highlight-
ed section for Port Perry’s “Partners in Health Care”.
 We would not hesitate to advertise again, and look forward to 
working with you in the future.  
  Stefanie Vander Slagt, Bkin, BscPT, CAFCI
  Physiotherapy Associates of Port Perry

 Dear Peter
 We just wanted to let you know how much we enjoy your  
“Focus on Scugog” magazine.  It’s fun to remember the past as well 
as looking ahead.
 Please convey to each one of the past presidents of the Scugog 
Chamber of Commerce our sincere thanks and appreciation for all 
the kind words and support.
 It is always a pleasure to visit the beautiful town of Port Perry.
 Santa & Mrs. Claus

Received positive feedback

Santa appreciated support

 As many readers of this publication may know, my father Peter 
Hvidsten was recently given a life time achievement award from the 
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario.
  My father not being the kind of man who would boast about an 
achievement of this magnitude did not wish to publish any sort of 
article about it. (Apparently he was forced to!)
  After I received the news that he was going to be accepting this 
award, it got me to thinking about my first memories of my father 
working on his books, and all the work that he has done for the 
heritage of Scugog.
  I remembered how he would spend hours making phone calls, 
researching, and interviewing people on topics that had not been 
touched on all that much. I thought to myself “my dad is going to 
make a lot of money with this book.” Little did I know that all the 
work my father was doing then, and still continues to do to this day, 
was not for fame and not for profit. It was done solely for a passion 
and an interest in his work.
  He has now put out many historical books, to remind the com-
munity of where it came from. With his latest venture, Focus on 
Scugog, he is letting us know where we are going into the future.
  His dedication and hard work has shown me direction in my life 
and is helping me realize the potential that he always knew that I 
had.
  So on behalf of his family and friends, I just wanted to say  
thank you for inspiring me for my future, and awing a community 
about its past!

 Matt Hvidsten
Sudbury, Ont.

Way to Go Dad!



 A team of Port Perry area 
medical professionals have 

just returned from a humanitar-
ian mission to Guatemala where they treated 
upwards of 1,000 people in remote villages 
over a five day period.
 In an interview before the team left on 
February 23, Drs. Steve Russell and Jack 
Cottrell spoke about the mission, which 
is organized under the auspices of 
Feed The Children Foundation 
of Canada.
 Nine of the 20 member 
team come from Port 
Perry, led by Dr. Tony 
and Sue Brown, who 
journeyed to the Hon-
duras on a similar 
mission last year. 
Travelling with 
them are Drs. Eliz-
abeth and Steve 
Russell, Dr. Jack 
Cottrell, hygienist 
Michelle Cottrell, 
nurses Anna Jew-
ell and Charlene 
Dart, and pharma-
cist Chris Ritskes.
 This is the sec-
ond consecutive year 
that the Browns and 
Russells have provided 
their services to Central 
America, having worked 
last year with a team of 15 
health professionals, five from 
Port Perry.
 Following up on this very success-
ful trip, Dr. Brown recognized there was a 
desperate need for dental treatment in Cen-
tral Amercia, so he initiated the assistance of 
local dentist Dr. Jack Cottrell to organize and 
provide a dental program.
  “With his help, we are moving into dental 
for the first time,” Dr. Brown explains.
 One of the largest undertakings for Dr. 

Cottrell’s team was to assemble the large 
amount of resources which they would re-
quire. But over the past year, through do-
nations and personal contributions they 
amassed more than $60,000 worth of state-

of-the-art dental supplies and equipment.
 With all of the equipment shipped ahead, 
the team set out two weeks ago for Guatema-
la City, where the group is headquartered. 
It’s from this location the team, supplies and 

equipment were transported into five remote 
villages over the next week.
 “We have enough equipment to set up two 
full operatories, including dental chairs steri-
lizing equipment and generators for power, 
food and lighting,” Dr. Cottrell explained.
         Even in the remotest of areas, the team 
claims they can erect a tent and be up and 

running within an hour. 
    Some of the services they will 

be providing include minor sur-
gery, vitamin therapy, dental 

care, treatment for parasites, 
worms and lice, and the 

use of antibiotics.
     Many of the prob-

lems these very poor 
families encounter 
is due to the lack of 
clean water, and in 
at least one village 
a new water well 
will be drilled to 
provide clean pure 
water for the vil-
lage.
    In each village, 
patients will be put 
through a screening 

process and medical 
assessment to deter-

mine the needs and 
appropriate treatment 

for family members. In ad-
dition to medical treatment 

they will also distribute cloth-
ing, toys and blankets.

       Dr. Cottrell feels that one of the 
worst things outsiders can do is “invade 

a community” for one day, then just leave. 
To help maintain services, they had doctors 
and dentists from Guatemala working along 
with them, learning new techniques and pro-
cedures they may not have had exposure to 
in the past.
 Dr. Brown is quick to point out that while 

PROVIDING HEALTH & HOPE

Port Perry’s Guatemala team huddled together for a picture before heading off on their humanitarian mission. Clockwise from bottom, Dr. Tony Brown, Dr. Elizabeth 
Russell, Dr. Steve Russell, Chris Ritskes, Michelle Cottrell, Dr. Jack Cottrell, Charlene Dart and Sue Brown. Absent, Anna Jewell.                Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

A
Local medical team provides  
treatment for poor and poverty 
stricken people of Guatemala

Please turn to page 10
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 to Reid’s Independent Grocer in Port Perry which re-
ceived the Foodland Ontario Retailer Platinum Award for 
creativity in marketing Ontario fresh fruit and vegetables! 
Of the more than 1,200 grocers who competed, Reid’s 
was one of only nine to receive the “Platinum Award.” 

 to snow plough operators who leave large ridges of 
snow across streets after ploughing residential driveways. 
The ridges create a dangerous situation for motorists who 
are forced to veer around or brake without warning. Dump-
ing or leaving snow on streets is prohibited in most munici-

palities as well as along regional and provincial highways.

 to the knowledgable readers of Focus on Scugog who 
are always happy to let us know when we “screw up.” 
Last month we had three former politicians, Jerry Taylor, 
Lawrence Malcolm and Walter Beath call to let us know 
we made a 10 year error in our “Time Warp” column. The 

events were from 1978, not 1968 as published. Thanks guys!

 to Scugog’s roads staff for the great job they’ve done 
keeping our streets cleared of snow this winter. Due to 
numerous heavy snowfalls, there may have been occa-
sions we’ve had to wait half a day or so to have our roads 
ploughed, but with over 410 kms of roads to clear, they 

did a remarkable job keeping us moving.

 to the members of the PPHS Robotics Team who took 
the initiative to encourage our town fathers (and moth-
ers) to take part in “Earth Hour” and turn off all lights and 
other power consuming devices for one hour - between 
8-9 p.m. on Saturday, March 29. Last word we heard was 

that Scugog is ready to “turn off.” What a great idea! 

 to the thoughtless, unrespectful individuals who 
have been using Pine Grove Cemetery as an outdoor 
toilet for their pets this winter. Cemetery staff have been 
forced to scoop up to 50 piles of ‘dog poop’ each and 
every week the past few months. The practice of allowing 

dogs to ‘dump’ and not pick it up, is disgraceful and a desecration 
of sacred ground. Please “stoop and scoop.”

A column devoted to recognizing events and  
decisions affecting the residents of Scugog  

Township, and rating them with a “Thumbs Up, 
 or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs



 A lifetime connection with the Scugog community and the his-
tory that helped shape it has garnered J. Peter Hvidsten one of 
the Province’s top heritage honours. 
    At a special ceremony held on February 21 at Queen’s Park 
in Toronto, the Focus On Scugog publisher was presented with 
the Lieutenant Governor’s Ontario Heritage Award for Lifetime 
Achievement, an honour he was nominated for last year by Scu-
gog Township.
    The honour was announced publicly by Scugog Mayor Marilyn 

 Students from Port Perry High School are among more than 
300 young people across the province who were recognized for 
their contribution to preserving heritage through the Ontario 
Heritage Trust’s 2007 Young Heritage Leaders program.
 The award was presented on February 21 by The Honourable 
David C. Onley, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario at Queen’s Park 
in Toronto.
 The students were recognized for their efforts last year in help-
ing preserve the memory of eight World War II veterans, who 
were former students of the school.
 After finding an old wooden plaque, the students under the 
guidance of history teacher Nancy Hamer Strahl, decided to or-
der a new granite plaque and hold a re-dedication ceremony in 
connection with Remembrance Day.
 “This is so fantastic. I’m so thrilled for them,” Ms. Hamer Strahl 
said when contacted by Focus on Scugog, a day before the awards 
ceremony in Toronto.
 She explained that high school students from all walks of life 
took part in the moving ceremony in the school’s auditorium.  A 
large group of students and teachers travelled to Queen’s Park for 
the awards presentation.
  “The time and energy given by these young people in preserv-
ing Ontario’s heritage is truly remarkable,” said the Lieutenant 
Governor. “Their work will ensure that future generations will 
benefit from their efforts.”
    “With their interest in history and willingness to step into lead-
ership, these youth are poised to become future heritage cham-
pions,” said The Honourable Lincoln M. Alexander, Chairman of 
the Ontario Heritage Trust. 
 “I’m delighted they are being recognized and encouraged by 
their schools and communities.”
 About 40 students, accompanied by teacher Nancy Hamer 
Strahl attended the impressive ceremony on the grand staircase.

Lieutenant Governor David Onley is seen here presenting Peter Hvidsten 
with an Ontario Heritage Lifetime Achievement Award at Queen’s Park.

Photo by Paul Arculus

 Lieutenant Governor David Onley and His Honour Lincoln Alexander 
(centre second row) are seen here with the students of Port Perry High 
School, after receiving a Heritage Award for Youth Achievement on Febru-
ary 21 at Queen’s Park in Toronto.                               Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

FOCUS - MARCH 2008  5   website: www.focusonscugog.com

Please see “Lifetime” on page 19



 The sun is shining, birds are singing and 
the sap is about to flow.
 Yes, March has arrived and Scugog area 
residents can now forget the long, cold, 
snowy winter and begin to enjoy the longer, 
warmer days that come with the arrival of 
spring.
 Aside from ice huts having been removed 
from the lake and piles of snow beginning to 
reside, March marks the beginning of new 
growth and life.
 Part of this new beginning is the start of 
the sap run in the thousands of trees through-
out the township.
 Each year at this time Purple Woods Con-
servation Area opens the sugar bush to the 
public to take part in their annual Maple Syr-

up Festival.
 Purple Woods has been providing dem-
onstrations and fun for families for the past 
30 years, and this year the festival will take 
place March 8 to 16 and again the weekend of 
March 29, 30 between 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
 Visitors to the sugar bush will get to see 
both traditional and modern methods of col-
lecting the sap, wagon rides, watching the 
sap be boiled and enjoying fresh maple syrup 
over hot pancakes. 
 The conservation area is located just 
south of Port Perry at the ridges.
 Another great event takes place in Sun-
derland, where the 13th annual Maple Syrup 
Festival will be launched later this month.

 Continued on facing page

File photos taken at Purple Woods Conservation Area spring 2006 by J. Peter Hvidsten
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 It’s mid-February, the temperature is 
-20C and the snow is knee deep, but the 
Ashton family is already preparing for the 
start of the maple syrup season.
 Four generations of Aslings/Ashtons 
have kept up the tradition of heading out 
to the sugar bush where they now tap 
about 300 trees each spring.
 The precise year the late William 
Asling began collecting sap on his Epsom 
area farm is not known, but his son Don, 
who is now in his late 80s remembers 
trips to the families sap operation when 
he was a youngster.
 “I can remember heading off to our 
sugar bush with my dad when I was very 
young,” he recalled recently.
  Don handed over the duties to his 
daughter Faye and husband Keith Ash-
ton many years ago and they continued 
the tradition until their sons, Robert, Ri-
chard and James took over about 1998.
 Not long after taking over, Richard 
built a large new “sugar shack” near the 
bush, where they installed their first of 
two stainless steel evaporators. The one 
they use today is wood-fired and has the 
capability, in ideal conditions, of produc-
ing one gallon of maple syrup an hour. 
 “That would be our top production,” 
Keith says.

Collecting sap in the sugar bush a family tradition for close to a century

 Not many families can lay claim to having kept a family tradition going for more than a century, but the Ash-
ton are part of that legacy when it comes to collecting sap and making maple syrup. Above, Keith and Faye 
Ashton and their son Rob are seen in their ‘sugar shack’ with the stainless steel evaporator behind them.

See “Family” on page 9

 Don Asling is seen in this March 2002 picture, hauling sap in from the tapped trees in their 

 More than 6,000 people attended this free family 
festival last year.
 This three-day event is packed full of great ac-
tivities, shows and family fun, starting on Friday, 
March 28 and continuing all-day Saturday and Sun-
day.
 Each morning commences with the all-day pan-
cake breakfast and you won’t want to miss the popu-
lar pancake eating contest and bed races.
 In addition to tours of “Harlaine Maple” sugar 
bush participants can also enjoy wagon rides, the 
midway, petting zoo, a book fair and art show.
 More information about the Sunderland Maple 
Syrup Festival is available at www.maplesyrupfesti-
val.ca/. 
 Purple Woods Maple Syrup information is avail-
able at www.cloca.com/msf/index.html
 Make a point to get out and enjoy one of these 
great spring traditions.

Continued from page 6
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espite slower sales through 
the first couple of months 

of the new year, it appears as if 
Port Perry’s business community is looking 
ahead to spring and making plans for the 
busier months ahead.
 As we announced last month, there has 
been some shifting of locations and store ex-
pansions taking place at the west end of the 
main drag during February.
 Caviar & Cobwebs have now completed 
their move from the south to north side of 
Queen St., filling up the space vacated by 
Just B-Cuz in January.
 The owner of “Inspirations On Queen 
Street” are busy expanding into the former 
space of Caviar & Cobwebs and have plans 

to re-open with almost double the space in 
mid-March.
 Beatties in the Country, 1888 Scugog St., 
has another new owner and will open under 
the name Magdys soon. The new eatery ad-
vertises ‘casual dining’ and will be a nice ad-
dition at that end of town.
 A branch of Canada’s largest RV retail-
er, LeisureDays RV Centre, has recently 
opened for business at the corner of Hwy. 
12 and Line 6. The company carries travel 
trailers, fifth wheels, tent trailers and boasts 
a large indoor showroom and a parts super-
store. Drop by and meet manager Andrew 
McClave.
 Back in town, J. Sowa-Joy Hair Studio is 
on the move. After only about six months 

providing their services from the attractive 
LakeWinds Spa building, they have moved 
to the west end of town near the intersection 
of Queen St. and 7A Hwy. Just look for the 
purple house and you’ll find the girls waiting 
for you.
 The Waterfront Pub and Wine Bar is now 
up and running after undergoing renova-
tions for the past couple of months. Nice to 
see this space filled up again.
 Finally, we see JDK Gaming, Computers 
and Internet Cafe, located at 1874 Scugog 
St., has closed its doors after operating at 
that location for about six months.
 Changing Faces tries to keep up with all 
that’s new, but if we’ve overlooked someone, 
drop us a line and let us know.

Changing

D



FOCUS - MARCH 2008  9   website: www.focusonscugog.com

Continued from page 7
 Faye still has many fond memories of venturing out to the bush 
with her family and neighbours.
 “We still call it  Dad’s Bush,” Faye said as she recalled when they 
either walked the quarter mile in snow, or if lucky would get to ride  
to the sugar bush on the horse-drawn sleigh filled with the kettles 
and sap pails.
 In the early days the family tapped about 50 trees collecting sap 
and boiling it down in large iron pots over an open-air wood fire. 
After the sap began to thicken, the syrup was transferred into large 
home-made pans made of tin. The final stage, to get the syrup to the 
proper colour and consistency was often accomplished on the wood 
stove in their kitchen.
 The process of making maple syrup is really not that difficult, but 
does require a lot of labour for about 2-4 weeks.
 About mid-March the sap run is activated by warm days and cool 
nights, a temperature range of -5C at night going to +5C during the 
day is ideal for the best productivity.
 Although several types of trees contain sap, around Scugog 
Township, the most common one to tap is the sugar maple. 
 Rob says it takes about 40 litres of sap to make one litre of syrup 
and that typically a single tree can produce about 40 to 50 litres of 
sap in a season.
 When Focus on Scugog visited the Ashtons last month, their son 
Robert explained that he and his brothers tap about 300 trees on the 
property. The older trees, many of which are more than 100 years 
old, will often be tapped with two or three spiles (spouts).
 For those unfamiliar with the process, a small hole is drilled into 
the tree and a spile inserted. In small operations a bucket is hung 
from the spile. In larger operations such as at Purple Woods Conser-
vation Area, plastic tubing is attached to the end of the spile and the 
sap runs right into the “sugar shack.” 
 Keith says if done properly, tapping won’t hurt a healthy tree and 
it only takes about one year for the hole from a spile to seal over.
 Processing involves boiling the sap to evaporate the water, leav-
ing a thick sugar rich syrup. The trick is to boil it down to a point 
where the consistency is just right. 
 With their larger production of syrup, ranging from between 400-
500 litres per year, they have far more than the family requires, so 
the Ashtons now sell to a number of small local stores.
 Marketed under the name Ashton Maple Products, their maple 
syrup is available at Crossroads on Scugog Island, the Trading Post 
north of Port Perry and at Herrington’s Meats in town.
 The Ashton sugar bush is not open to the public. Anyone want-
ing to experience the production of maple syrup should head out to 
Purple Woods Conservation Area, located just south of Port Perry.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog
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Team Scugog dispenses health care 
to remote villages of Guatemala

Continued from page 3
their team may be able to provide the Gua-
temalans with more advanced techniques, 
as a group they also learn a lot from the 
villagers and  local medical practitioners.
 It’s the hope of the Canadian team that 
after they leave the villages, the Guatema-
lan doctors and dentists will be able to use 
their new knowledge and skills to help 
maintain the services provided to their 
people during the brief visit.
 For Dr. Cottrell, participating in the 
mission is a way for him to give back to 
people with a real need for fundamental 
health care that Canadians take for grant-
ed.
 “We (Canadians) just assume we will 
get all the medical and dental care we 
need, but they have nothing. The families 
we are assisting exist on less than one dol-
lar a day and have been hard hit by hur-
ricanes, mudslides and governments.
 It was 20 years ago, while in his final 
year of medical school that Dr. Brown got 
his first experience working with the peo-
ple of Kenya, Africa. And ever since that 
time, he’s always wanted to reach out and 
help those less fortunate.

 In 2005 he led a group of 24 pa-
rishioners from the Church of the 
Ascension, Port Perry to Central 
America. While there they assist-
ed in building a new church for a 
village.
 “I’ve always wanted to give 
back, for the blessing I have,” he 
says. “We have to do something to 
help these people.”
 Dr. Cottrell agrees and adds 
that “if we can give them hope, it 
gives them a reason to carry on.”
 This year’s team is very opti-
mistic that their efforts will give 
the Guatemalans a sense of hope, 
knowing that others really do 
care.
 Not unlike his medical col-
leagues, Dr. Cottrell has spent his entire 
adult life providing dental care in Port 
Perry and working with numerous dental 
organizations around the world. Now he 
says he’d like to spend some time helping 
at the grassroots level.
 “My payment will be the smiles on 
their faces... hopefully with teeth,” he says 
with his own smile.

 Now with one trip this year under their belts, 
and renewed enthusiasm, the Port Perry team is 
already planning for its next trip to Central Ameri-
ca this October.
 This time, it’s the people of Nicaragua who 
will benefit from the skills and enthusiasm of this 
small team of professionals who are reaching out 
to help their fellow man.
 By J. Peter Hvidsten
 Focus on Scugog

 Guatemala ‘Team Scugog’ are from front left, Dr. Elizabeth Rus-
sell, Dr. Steve Russell, Charlene Dart. Back left, Dr. Tony Brown, , 
Sue Brown, Chris Ritskes, Dr. Jack Cottrell, Michelle Cottrell. Ab-
sent, Anna Jewell.                
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 It’s cold and black outside and most people are snuggled in 
their beds, but Harlan and Norine Clark are just finishing up 
their porridge and coffee and preparing to head off to work.
 Work for them is just a stone’s throw away in the barn, 
where they tend to about 1,400 egg-laying chickens from before 
the sun peaks over the horizon, until after it sets.
 This amazing couple, who will celebrate their 65th anniver-
sary later this year, first met at the old Port Perry skating rink 
located just south of the Scout Hall, when Harlan was 22 years 
old and Norine was only 19. 
 After getting married in 1943, they lived for the next three 
years in the Queen St. home of Port Perry Star owner, Samuel 
Farmer.
 Before buying their Prince Albert farm, Harlan had been 
employed by Peel’s Poultry Farm in Port Perry. But a year after 
purchasing the property in 1946, he left and they began raising 
their own egg and meat chickens.
 From day one, the couple worked side-by-side collecting and 
grading their eggs, before heading off to market in Toronto.
 Harlan recalls when they first started selling their products 
at the St. Lawrence Market, they would travel to the city in his 
1932 Chevrolet coupe. The car had a rumble seat which was 
removed and their eggs and chickens were packed into that 
space.
 That was 1947 and last August the couple were recognized 
by friends, customers and the media for their 60 years selling 
eggs at the market.
 “Both CBC and CityTV did a little story about us,” Harlan 
recalls. Then in January this year they were featured in a full-
page article in the Toronto Star.
 What’s really amazing is that Harlan, who celebrates his 
87th birthday on March 18 and Norine, who is 84, work about 
the same number of hours today, as they did 60 years ago.
 Their gruelling schedule begins every morning when they 
crawl out of bed at 5 a.m. After breakfast they wander off to the 
barn 50 yards away to begin their long 12 to 14 hour day.
  Harlan starts out by checking and hand-feeding the chick-

Egg-ceptional couple

Please see “Seven Days” page 14
Harlan and Norine Clark have worked seven days a week for more than 60 years 
raising chickens, collecting eggs and going to market in Toronto every Saturday.
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ens, then for the next couple of hours they 
both collect eggs in large wire baskets and 
transfer them to a room in the barn where 
they will be tended to later.
 Even for a younger person, standing on a 
concrete floor for hours on end would take its 

toll, but it doesn’t seem to bother the Clarks 
who love what they are doing.
 Harlan and Norine work shoulder to 
shoulder every day sorting, washing, can-
delling, grading and packaging thousands of 
eggs for market.
 The couple literally rub shoulders for 
hours on end in their small egg grading 
room. Harlan places the fresh eggs on a 
short conveyor with a light so they can check 
for cracks. The machine then sorts the eggs 
into five sizes ranging from jumbo to small. 
 Norine, who two feet away, picks the eggs 
off the end of the machine and places them 
into the appropriate sized containers.
 It’s a ritual they go through hour after 
long hour, six days a week without com-
plaint. 
 And don’t for one minute think that the 
seventh day is a day of rest. 
 On that day they’re up at midnight and 
heading off to Toronto by 1:30 a.m. After ar-
riving they stock their booth at the St. Law-
rence Market with fresh eggs and begin sell-
ing to the public by 3 a.m.
 When all the eggs are gone, the weary 
couple climb into their truck and drive back 
to Prince Albert where they will rest for 
awhile before the process begins all over 
again at 5 a.m. the next morning.

 If Harlan has one concern it’s that the 
government will eventually force them and 
other small operators out of business.
 They don’t have all the new-fangled equip-
ment being called for by government regula-
tors these days, but they do have thousands 
of satisfied and happy customers.
 The Clarks still love going to market eve-
ry week because they have so many good 
friends and they look after them. “We love to 
see them, they treat us like family,” Harlan 
says.
 After taking an hour out of their produc-
tion time to talk it was apparent the Clarks 
were ready to return to work.
 Opening the door to leave, I asked Har-
lan what he’d do, if he wasn’t working in the 
barn.
 “If I wasn’t doing this, I think I’d go nuts,” 
he replied with a smile.
 Closing the barn door behind me, breath-
ing in the cold winter air as I walked to the 
car I couldn’t help but glance back towards 
the barn. It was hard to believe that it would 
be another nine hours before that door 
opened again and Harlan and Norine would 
finally call it a day.
 Simply amazing!!!

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 11

Norine and Harlan work shoulder to shoulder every 
day grading and packaging their eggs for market.
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 For a woman who says she never intended to become a writer, 
Diane Robin-Lee has certainly created a successful authorial life for 
herself.
 Having devoted herself to teaching evening fitness classes and 
high school phys. ed. (before having a family), the (then) 33-year 
old wayward Baptist minister’s daughter started committing words to 
the page in order to explain her renewed religious enthusiasm to those 
around her. 
 “It was impossible to communicate the change in my life in a one or two 
hour conversation,” she explains. Her first writing venture was simply distrib-
uted to friends and family.
 “I had no connection to publishing and didn’t even know how to type,” 
she says. But Diane’s next idea required resources. She wanted to convert 
her own experiences as a rebellious minister’s child into a research book 
by interviewing clergy’s children. For this she needed a tape recorder 
– cost $123 plus tax. 
 This former Beaverton mother and housewife cleaned 246 boxes of 
glass slides at 50¢ per slide in order to make her dream come true. 
 After conducting interviews across Canada and the U.S., Diane 
banged out the manuscript five pages per day (every afternoon while 
her son attended Kindergarten) on a borrowed Selectric typewriter set 
up on her dining room table. “I would envision the finished book sitting 
on my piano,” she says.
 After a year, Diane (in her naiveté) took her finished manuscript down to 
David Mainse at 100 Huntley Street to get a ‘blurb’ for the back cover. “He was so 
thrilled with the book, he agreed to publish it,” says Diane. That book sold 12,000 copies and led Diane 
to her broadcast career.
 She was asked to co-host 100 Huntley Street and eventually hosted “Night Light” for 7 years. “I 
would get up at 10 p.m. and leave home at midnight to go on air from 2 to 4:30 a.m.,” she explains. 
“And I would often think about reaching out to all the individual people behind each of the small lights 
I saw in a city the size of Toronto at night.”
 Diane continued to publish books such as Spirit-Led Days (Castle Quay Books), Grown in the Spirit 
(Welsh), Into All the World, her history of Toronto’s Peoples Church and a private family history for 

Please turn to “Local Author” on page 21

“I had no connection to publishing 
and didn’t even know how to type.”

Diane Robin-Lee

The idea came  
to her while  
cleaning out  
a bathroom  
drawer!

To My Family... My Life

Diane with 
her good
friend Lola
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 It’s all about creativity this March Break 
at Scugog Memorial Public Library. School-
aged kids can join the library staff for bore-
dom busting programs, or to 
get inspired by a new craft or 
hobby and take home a one-
of-a-kind item. 
 Following are some of the 
many activities lined up 
for the kids over March 
Break.
 Paper Fashions - Ex-
plore the history of fashion 
and the latest trends to create a 
miniature paper outfit with its own 
tiny hanger!
 Monday, March 10th 
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Ages 
8 and up.
 Kid Concoctions - The 
best selling series of books 
shows you how to make all kinds of 
cool stuff with basic household ingre-
dients.
 You’ll take home a sample of the day’s sur-
prise concoction and a copy of the recipe to 
make more of your own! 
 Monday, March 10,  2:30 to 3:30 p.m. or 

Friday, March 14, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Ages 6 
and up.

 Origami Basics - Learn 
the Japanese art of paper fold-

ing! 
 Tuesday, March 11, 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Ages 8 and 
up.
  Library Scavenger 

Hunt - Do you know 
Dewey? Think you know 

where to find everything 
in the Library? Test your 
knowledge searching for 
clues throughout the  
Library.
 Tuesday, March 
11, 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. or 
Thursday, March 13, 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. All 

ages.
 Paper Airplane 
Flight Centre - Learn dif-
ferent methods of creating 

aerodynamic paper planes 
and test your skills at the Flight Centre!
 Wednesday, March 12, 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.. 
Ages 8 and up.

 Wire Ring Workshop - create a one of a 
kind piece of jewellery using beads and wire. 
 Thursday, March 13.
 Kids’ Workshop - for 8 to 11 year-olds
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
 Teens and Tweens (ages 12 and up) 4 to 5 
p.m.
 Build a Book Workshop - Have you 
ever wanted to be an author? Now you can! 
We’ll look at samples of some of the best kids 
books for inspiration and then get to work 
creating your very own book.
 Bring your parent or care giver for a great 
family literacy activity.
 Friday, March 14, 3 to 5 p.m. Ages 6 up.

planned for kids at Scugog Memorial Public Library
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Scugog ?
What’ s Up`

a guide to upcoming 
entertainment,  

events and  
happenings 

in Scugog Township

   MY FAIR LADY
 Scugog Choral Society will transform the stage into turn 
of the century London with Lerner & Loewe’s  production of 
the Broadway musical romance, My Fair Lady. 

 
caterwaul in the street, two noted British linguists, Profes-
sor Henry Higgins and Colonel Hugh Pickering, wager 

Night, On the Street Where You Live and Get Me to the Church 
on Time are just a few of this musical’s well loved tunes.

Date: March 27 - April 12, Town Hall 1873, Port Perry
Tickets: In person at Henshall’s, 241 Queen St., Port Perry 
By Phone: 1-866-808-2006 Online: www.starticketing.com

 
conglomeration of bells, licence plates, 
duck calls, etc., and actually gets music 

and dobro, and will probably break a lot 
of guitar strings too.
 If the proper plumbing supplies are 
available and space allows, you can 
expect a solo or two on the “Fallopian 
Tuba,” made out of 1 1/2” PVC pipe and 
a stainless steel sink.
 One reviewer called Washboard 
Hank “a cross between Jerry Lewis (not 
Jerry Lee) and Stompin’ Tom Connors.” 

His repertoire includes bluegrass, rockabilly, country, television 
themes and Oktoberfest. He can go from sensitive to manic 

good. 
Tickets $20 available from Blue Heron Books,  Uxbridge, 

Date: February 16, 8 p.m. at Greenbank Centennial Hall
 Information: http://www.globalserve.net/~ynot/gb200708.htm

Washboard hank

Spring Studio 
Tour

 The artists and ar-
tisans of the Lake 
Scugog Studio 
Tour have been 
busy the past few 
months creating 

an inspiring spring 
collection of traditional 

crafts and contemporary design objects.
 The Lake Scugog Studio Tour is centred 
around Port Perry and is one of the emerg-
ing arts and culture destinations around the 
province.
 This year’s Spring Studio Tour takes place 
on Saturday and Sunday, May 3, 4. Mark 
this one on your calendar today. For more 
information - info@scugogstudiotour.ca

 With the approach of spring, a person may be sure of 
-

ping at the Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority’s 
Annual Maple Syrup Festival, Purple Woods Conservation 
Area in Oshawa. 
 This is the 30th year for the festival and a visit to the 
sugar bush makes a great family outing! Sorry, no pets 
allowed. Please note admission does not include pancakes 
or wagon ride.
 This year’s event takes place - 
Date: March Break (March 8 to 16) and weekends 

Tickets: available at the site - Adults $3., Children and 
Seniors $2., Family pass $7.
Information: - for full details on prices and times go to the 
website - www.cloca.com/msf/index.html
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Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten
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paintings of Cai Kui display a breathtaking command of the art 
of brushstroke and colour.
 Cai Kui’s magisterial oil paintings, reminiscent of the Group 
of Seven in their impressionistic energy and the Fauvists in 
their raw use of colour, will be on display at the Kent Farndale 
Gallery in Port Perry, from March 1 to March 27, 2008.
 The Scugog Memorial Public Library is located at 231  

 For more information on this and upcoming shows, please 

New art show at Kent  
Farndale Gallery

Pearce at the February 11 council session.
    The lifetime achievement award was first introduced in 2007 by 
the Ontario Heritage Trust. It’s awarded through a new category 
in the Heritage Community Recognition Program, which aims to 
recognize individuals who have made volunteer contributions to 
preserving, protecting and promoting community heritage over a 
period of 25 years or more.
    Mr. Hvidsten certainly more than qualifies for the honour, as 
both he and his family have deep roots in both Scugog and Ux-
bridge Townships. The Hvidsten family owned and operated both 
the Uxbridge Times-Journal and Port Perry Star newspapers for 
many years, during which time Mr. Hvidsten spent countless hours 
chronicling the events in the communities.
    As well, he has written or co-authored a variety of local his-
tory books and maintains an in-depth website on Scugog’s history, 
which can be found at www.scugogheritage.com.

Continued from page 5
Lifetime Achievement Award

 Kristy McCourt was one of 70 Port Perry High School students to re-
ceive Ontario’s Heritage Award for Youth Achievement from Lieutenant 
Governor David Onley at Queen’s Park in Toronto last month. The Honour-
able Lincoln Alexander, left, Chairman of the Ontario Heritage Trust was 
also on hand for the impressive ceremony.
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Scugog Exposed Ice Rinks and Arenas
Historic stories and illustrations reprinted from the book ‘Scugog Exposed’  by J. Peter Hvidsten

 RENAS for skating and curling were two of the main centres for winter activities throughout the past century, providing a   
       gathering place for carnivals, skating, hockey and curling during the long, cold days of winter.
         Skating on Lake Scugog and smaller ponds were the norm until the the early 1900s, when Port Perry constructed its first of 

three large indoor arenas. These early arenas were also used by local curling enthusiasts.
 The first covered arena, which was called the Olympia Skating Rink, was located on the northwest corner of Simcoe and MacDonald 
St. and began operation in the early 1900s. The ‘Olympia’ was owned privately by local businessman Dorman Corbman.

 By the fall of 1913, the old Olympia Skating rink was considered unsafe, 
and because the curling rink was too small for pleasure skating, an open air 
skating rink called the Central Skating Rink, was opened behind the present 
day Post Office.
 In the fall of 1919 a public meeting 
was held to discuss the building of a 
new arena. Work finally got underway 
in October 1921 on a large, new skating 
rink for the town, which was built at a 
cost of $8,350.
 The building was 105’ x 180’ with 
a metal roof. It had a skating/hockey 
surface of 60’ x 160’ and two curling 
slabs of regulation size on either side 
of the main building. George Jackson 
officially opened the new arena on 

January 2, 1922 and it was described as one of the finest arenas outside the big cities with its 
large ice pad, seating for 400, dressing rooms with a gallery above. By 1933 work began on 
extensive repairs and remodelling of the aging rink, extending its life, but in the fall of 1947 
it was condemned and closed.

    Work on the next arena, on what is now the Water 
St. parking lot behind the CIBC, got underway in July 
1950 under the leadership of building chairman Ted Jackson. The new $75,000 facility was officially 
opened January 12, 1951 by Premier 
Leslie Frost. After only 28 years, it 
was torn down in 1979.
 Scugog Township council approved 
the building of a new single-pad 
arena on Durham Rd. 8, at the 
north end of town with construction 
getting underway in the spring of 
1976. This despite appeals from 
local groups for a twin-pad arena. 
The new $750,000 Scugog Arena 
was officially opened on January 
16, 1977 by chairman Howard 
Hall and other dignitaries.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

   Port Perry’s second arena, above, built in 1921 was officially opened 
in January 1922. It had ice pads for curling along each side of the arena. 
Picture to the right shows the elaborate decorations in the arena for the 
official opening of the facility.

   Port Perry financed and 

built three arenas during the 

1900s. The first in 1921 cost 

$8,350; the second in 1951 

cost $75,000 and the third in 

1974 for $750,000.

 The cost of the sec-

ond ice pad at the present 

Scugog Arena complex cost 

more than five million dollars 

- six times the cost of all the 

other arenas combined.

COST OF 
BUILDING

 Believe it or not, three mem-bers of one family acted as building chairman for all three of the arenas built during the 1900s.
 • George Jackson - 1921 • Ted Jackson - 1950 • Howard Hall - 1976 Ted Jackson was a son of George Jackson, and Howard Hall was the son-in-law of Ted Jackson.

Family Affair
STRANGE, BUT TRUE

 Construction was nearing completion on the Port Perry Memorial Arena 
and Recreation Centre when this photo was taken in the fall of 1950.

Girls from Port Perry High School are seen here on the outdoor 
arena on the school property during the 1940s and 1950s.

A 
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D  - If you’ve been dream-
ing of a career in jewellery designing, here’s 
your chance. Dana’s Goldsmithing is provid-
ing an opportunity for you to design your 
own piece of jewellery and Dana’s will cre-
ate your masterpiece for you. And to top it 
off, if your design is picked as the winning 
entry, you receive a finished piece of jewel-
lery valued up to $1,000.
 What an opportunity for amateur designers 
or anyone interested in jewellery design. See 
full details of the contest on page 4.

D  - what the volume and  is-
sue number on a newspaper or magazine 
means? For those who are not aware, the 
‘Volume’ number indicates the number of 
years the publication has been printing 
and the issue ‘Number’ is the number of 
the current issue of that given year. 
 Explaining the above illustration, which 
shows January 2008 - Volume 2 Number 10 
indicates that edition was the 10th issue of 
the second year since the magazine began 
publication in April 2006.

D  - that a ‘Leap Year’ is 
needed so that the calendar is in alignment 
with the earth’s motion around the sun. 
Here are a couple of examples of peo-
ple who celebrate their birthday during 
“Leap Year.” In 1936, Henri Richard of 
the Montreal Canadians; 1904 legendary 
band leader Jimmy Dorsey.
 The only local ‘leap year’ personality we 
know is Scugog’s “Birdhouse Willy” who 
celebrated his leap year birthday in Florida 
a few days ago. Happy Birthday Bill!

D  - who it is driving the ve-
hicles with flashing green lights you will 
occasionally see in town. Well, it’s our lo-
cal firefighters. The Highway Traffic Act 
allows firefighters to display flashing green 
lights on personally owned vehicles while 
proceeding to emergencies, including re-
sponse to the scene or to the fire station.
 As a courtesy, motorists should pull over 
to the side of the road when they see vehicles 
with these lights, the same as you would for 
ambulance, police and fire trucks.

Did You Know?
the Weston family. Because publishing 
required much prep-work, Diane learned 
to do editing, layout and cover design for 
herself.
 Last year with the dissolution of her 38-
year marriage, she returned to school to 
familiarize herself with the latest in design 
and computer software. She then moved 
to Port Perry and founded her new com-
pany, “by Design Media” which provides 
services from manuscript to market for as-
piring authors and companies alike (www.
bydesignmedia.ca).
 Her latest book idea came to her while 
cleaning out a bathroom drawer, of all 
things! “I was thinking about our youth 
wrapped up in their social life and video 
games without benefit of the wisdom of 
past generations who lived through the 
war years and the depression.”
 Children aren’t always ready to listen 
to Grandma and Grandpa’s stories until it’s 
too late,” she explains. So she fashioned a 
journal (of sorts) called “To My Family…
My Life” as a legacy workbook.
 “I see this as a bonding tool that young 
people could fill out with older relatives 
– or my hope is that people would take it 
into nursing homes!” Diane explains.
 Diane also wants people to watch for 
her latest design project for which she did 
the cover – an anthology of 30 Canadian 
authors’ writings commissioned by World 
Vision as part of their “Girl’s Night Out” 
program. 
 Called Hot Apple Cider, this book of 
poetry, fiction and non-fiction should be 
available at the end of March (www.hotap-
plecider.ca) with a 30,000 to 40,000 print 
run to benefit the work of World Vision.

By Barbara Hunt
Focus on Scugog

Local author writes
book to help compile
family histories

Continued from page 15
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RVING OUR SENIORS

Count on these local businesses  
for great prices on a large selection of  
quality products and services to meet
the requirements of the senior members 
of our community.

- The Scugog Game Preserve
- The Causeway Bridge

  - Steamboats on Scugog
   - Port Perry Railway

BOOKS GALORE 175 Perry Street, Port Perry

F. M. FINDS 180 Queen Street, Port Perry

Available at...

Unlock your heritage...

Stay young at heart and in body  
by remaining active both physically  
and mentally.

R e t i r e m e n t ’ s  A  B e a c h !R e t i r e m e n t ’ s  A  B e a c h !

This is the life!

HOME RENOVATIONS
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RETAINING WALLS
MINI HOE
LANDSCAPING 
BOBCAT SERVICE
INTERLOCKING STONE WORK     
SNOW PLOWING/SALTING/SANDING

For FREE Home Estimates Call
905-986-1090  

or cell: 905-261-7840 

Thinking of things you need done this spring?
THINK OF US!
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Get around Durham on Dial-A-Bus
One of Scugog’s best kept secrets could well be the relatively  
new “Dial-a-Bus” service which is provided to the public every 
Thursday by Durham Region Transit.
For instance, did you know any resident of Durham can simply  
pick up the phone and travel almost anywhere in North Durham, 
to visit, shop or just get out of the house?
You can use DRT Community Dial-a-Bus service for the following: 
1. Travel within Port Perry and other Scugog Township communi-
ties;  2. Travel to Port Perry from Seagrave, Greenbank, Nestleton, 
Caesarea, Blackstock and Scugog Island;  3. Transfer to the GO 
Bus in Port Perry and use Go Bus Northbound to Beaverton 
and Southbound to Whitby, and 4. Group service to other North 
Durham communities and Oshawa is also available.
Anyone wanting to access the Dial-a-Bus service can do so by call-
ing 1-800-263-1916 to arrange for a pick-up and return.
To make sure a bus is available for Thursday pick-up, you must 
call before 3:00 p.m. the day before (Wednesday) so staff can 
establish a schedule to accommodate your request.
Dial-a-Bus is part of the Durham Region Transit “One Fare 
Anywhere” program, which also provides riders with the ability to 
transfer from  
all DRT routes to GO Transit business with a single fare.
For more information about Durham Region Transit and the 
schedules and fares, you can call 1-800-263-1916 or visit their  

“We Can Help You Recover”

No referral necessary.
For an appointment call:
905-985-8363
Located in the Medical Building
462 Paxton St., Port Perry

Treatments for:
- Auto Accident Injuries
- Sports Injuries
- Back, Neck, Knee, Shoulder Pain
- Pre- & Post-Surgical Rehabilitation
We also offer:
- Massage Therapy
- Accupuncture

Physiotherapists establish a 
clinical diagnosis, restore and 
help maintain physical function, 
relieve pain, and help maximize 
the abilities of clients.

Extended 
Health Plan Coverage
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his large, yellow brick home, 
located at 258 Cochrane 

Street, was built about 1874 by 
William Tate, a successful Port Per-

ry businessman.  Mr. Tate was honoured in 
1872 by being elected to the first council of 
the new municipality of the village of Port 
Perry. Ironically, the man who sold him the 
property, Joseph Bigelow, became the first 
reeve of Port Perry.
 Wm. Tate was an astute businessman 
who operated the Paxton & Tate Foundry 
on Perry St. for more than 20 years. The 
company, whose partners included Thomas 
Paxton and Joseph Bigelow, manufactured 
turbine and water wheels and was one of the 
largest and most successful turbine manufac-
turers in Canada during the 1880s. Paxton & 
Tate also built three different styles of shingle 
machines, bark mills, lathe machines, water 
wheel governors and lumber trimmers.
 

William and Hannah Tate 
resided in their beautiful 
home for about 15 years 
before he died at the age of 65 
in August 1889. Hannah con-
tinued to live in the home for 
another 10 years before selling it 
to Charles W. Jones.
 Mr. Jones was a Port Perry busi-
nessman who worked in partnership with 
his brother William operating a general store 
on the north side of Queen St. known as 
Jones Brothers. It was regarded as one of 
the best general stores in the County of 
Ontario, with departments including dry 
goods, gent’s furnishings, house furnish-
ings, groceries, millinery and dressmaking.  
 Charles and William had two more broth-
ers, Richard and George W. Jones, who were 

doctors with medi-
cal practices in 
Port Perry.
     Charles Jones 

moved into the 
sprawling resi-
dence in 1899 but 
only remained 
for about three 
years before 
of fering the 
house for sale. 

 

Albert 
O r c h a r d 

was next to pur-
chase the home. Mr. Orchard operated a 
lumber and coal business in the village, and 
was a member of the local board of education. 
Mr. Orchard lived in the beautiful Cochrane 
St. home for about 10 years, before selling it 
to Robert Murray in 1912.
 Robert Murray was an automotive dealer, 
taking on the Gray Dort line of cars in 1918. 
Robert and his wife Hattie lived comfortably 
in the home until Mr. Murray died in 1928. 
Mrs. Murray stayed on for a few months after 
the death of her husband before selling it.
 In 1938, Norman P. Aldred purchased the 
house and with his wife Lucille raised their 
family. Mr. Aldred sold the home to his son 
Joel in 1973 at which time he built a large 
addition on the west side. Joel Aldred was a 
successful farmer, but also went on to become 
a nationally recognized star of radio and tele-

This Old
   House

An 1885 illustration of the Paxton and Tate Foundry, which was located at 
approximately 247 Perry St., where a private home is located today.

T

Continued on following page
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vision during the 1950s and 1960s. 
 Wanting to spend more time on his Scugog 
Island farm, Mr. Aldred sold the homestead to Dr. 
John and Elaine Hammett.
 The Hammetts had been neighbours of Mr. 
Aldred for ten years, living next door at 268 
Cochrane St. After learning Mr. Aldred intended 
to sell his home, they purchased it in 1981. While 
owners of the home they restored the entire house 
and added a solarium to the south side. 
 The young architect who drew the plans for the 
restoration was a home town boy, David Litt, son of 
Jane and Ray Litt, who was the vice-principal at Port 
Perry High School.
 Dr. Hammett was a local physician and partner 
in Medical Associates of Port Perry for about 15 
years, before leaving his practice and becoming a 
Medical Officer of Health.
 He accepted a position in Kenora on Lake of 
the Woods, Ontario, and in 1989 they sold their 
home to Ken And Maureen Shore.
 The Shores have lived in this distinctive cen-
tury home for the past 18 years and have recently 
sold it to an undisclosed purchaser.
 This impressive home is another example of 
the many built of yellow brick during the 1870’s 
and 1880’s. Originally a belvedere or "widow’s 
watch" adorned the roof but this was removed 
early in the twentieth century and replaced by a 
flat roof.
 The roof is supported by very large brackets. 
These brackets are doubled at each angle in the 
walls. The windows throughout are sashed and 
single paned with semicircular tops.  The ornately 
decorated verandah originally protruded further to 
permit its extension to the edge of the east-facing 
bay. 

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

   The spacious, warm rooms of Ken and Maureen Shore’s home are bright and inviting due to the 
large bay windows and the comfortable sunroom, above, added to the home during the 1980s.

Continued from page 24

Wm. Tate was elected  
to town’s first municipal 
council in 1872



PARTS  SERVICE  MAINTENANCE  CLEANING  SALES  ACCESSORIES

NICK ORAM AUTO BODY

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS? 
Insured Motorists have rights 
in Ontario

Do I have the right to select the 
shop that will repair my car?

YES. In order to expediate your claim,  
select the repair shop and notify your in-
surance agent or company.

Do I really need to get three  
estimates?

NO.  Do not waste your time and that of 
several repair shops getting estimates. 
Select your repair facility and notify your 
agent or insurance company. Your insur-
ance adjuster will need  to inspect the dam-
age. Some insurance agents may tell you 
to get two or three estimates. Talk to your 

are handled by the company’s claims de-
partment, not the agent.

Must I notify my insurance 
company before repairs?

YES. Insurance policies require that you 
notify the insurance company or your 
agent. Make a report and tell them where 
the damaged vehicle can be inspected.

Who is responsible for  
the repairs?

The Auto Body Repair Shop.
That is why it is important that you select 
a repair facility that is properly trained 
and equipped to restore your automobile 
to its pre-accident condition.
 

1.

2.

3.

4.

NICK ORAM 
AUTO BODY
COLLISION REPAIR

REFINISH
Licenced Technicians
FREE ESTIMATES

131 Northport Rd., Unit 10
Port Perry

905-985-1991

NORTHPORT AUTO & TRAILER
905-985-9330 
www.northporttrailers.com
Len Wall and daughter Michelle, owners 
and operators of Northport Auto & Trailer 
have and will continue to work hard to 
earn the trust of their customers.  They 
provide honest reliable expert customer 
service for all trailers.  Whether you need 

-
tom car hauler or something in between, 
we have a huge selection to choose from. 
Northport carries a large selection of sup-
plies and accessories in their shop con-
veniently located at 182 Northport Road,  
Unit #5, in Port Perry. Come in and visit our 
shop to see our quality trailers on display.

•  ATV & Snowmobile 
Trailers

• Enclosed Trailers
• Off-Road ATV Trailers

•   Open Bike Trailers
•  Open Car Trailers
•  Heavy Duty Trailers

• Utility Trailers
•  Supplies &  

Accessories

•  Car Mate
•  Northtrail
•  Excalibur

182 North Port Rd.
 Port Perry

905-985-9330

CLASSIC AUTO
With winter being so tough on your vehi-
cle, why not call Classic Auto Detailing, 
to give it the spring cleaning it deserves! 
Dave and Susie have over 17 years of ex-
perience in thorough Interior and Exterior 

We can clean, seal, polish, and wax your 
car. To protect your vehicle from rust, we 
work with Krown Rust Protection. Our 
motto is to keep your vehicle looking good 
while we preserve the structural integrity.
We specialize in cleaning and protecting 
the door bottoms and rocker panels. We 
add a protective rubber coating that can 
be left as is or we can colour match it to 
your vehicle.
There are many maintenance packages to 
choose from and we work on all cars, pick-
ups and minivans, right up to extra large 
SUV’s and Duallys. We also offer water 
sanding for scratches and the ‘orange peel 
look’ on painted surfaces.
We are a pre-insurance inspection station. 

Classic Auto
162 Reach Industrial Park, 

Unit 1  -  Port Perry
905-985-0439

For $10 coupon visit 

www.classicauto.ca

“WE GO THE EXTRA MILE”

• Krown Body Maintenance
• Interior Shampoo & Detail
• Exterior Detailing
• Fabric Protection
• Engine Shampoo
• Glass Stone Chip Repair
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GREEN DRIVING TIPS
A little advance planning, a less-
aggressive driving style and a  
well-maintained car can help you get  
the most out of every gallon of fuel.

No matter where you live and what you 
drive, you can maximize every precious litre 
of fuel. Every litre of fuel that you don’t use 
saves you money and helps to reduce global 
warming.

Here’s how you can start making a 
difference today:

Regular servicing is important: Keep 
your vehicle well-maintained with regular 
servicing to keep it operating at peak 

sensor alone can improve gas mileage by as 
much as 15 per cent.

Don’t forget little things like the air in 

maker’s maximum recommended pressure 
can improve gas mileage by as much as  
6 per cent, while periodic wheel alignments 
can help improve fuel economy up to  
10 per cent.

Clean out that trunk, cargo area or pickup 
bed. Extra weight decreases gas mileage.

Be a different driver

gradually, drive smoothly and with care and 
you could see as much as a 20 per cent gain 
in fuel economy compared with what you’d 
get with an aggressive driving style. Skip 
those jackrabbit starts and sudden pedal-to-
the-metal manoeuvres if you want to save 

braking, and take a long view of the road 
ahead, coasting safely to an intersection in 

 
90 km/h (55 mph) can get about 15 per cent 
better fuel economy than the same car going 
105 km/h (65 mph). 

Drive smartly
Don’t be idle too long. Don’t waste fuel 

by sitting in that drive-thru lane or waiting 
to pick up your child from school. Park and 
go inside instead. Idling uses more fuel than 
turning the engine off and then restarting.

the air conditioner off, if possible. Roll down 
the windows and open the air vents to keep 
you and your riders comfortable. That air 
conditioner is a burden that uses fuel, and 
if you’re tooling around town, you can see a 
“very slight” improvement.

CARS  TRUCKS  MOTORCYCLES  BOATS  RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

ELLIOT AUTOMOTIVE
Mark Elliot grew up in Port Perry watch-
ing and helping his father work on all 
kinds of automobiles, so it was natural 

-
motive business.
Mark, who is a licensed mechanic, 
opened Elliot Automotive six years 
ago in the Reach Industrial Park and 
has been providing full automotive 
service to all makes of cars since that 
time.
He has earned the trust of his custom-
ers by providing honest, reliable repairs 
and service at an affordable price.

                 drop by Elliot Automotive.

 • engine repairs
             • front end brakes
        • cylinder heads
• intake gaskets

139 Reach Industrial Park Rd., 
Unit #2,    Port Perry

905-982-0500

Elliot 
Automotive

Repairs to all
makes and models

CONLIN PONTIAC BUICK GMC
When you enter Conlin Pontiac Buick 
GMC be prepared to be impressed!

Since 2003, Jim Conlin has provided  
Scugog residents with quality new cars, 
used cars and a full service department.

Joining the professional team recent-
ly, Jim is pleased to introduce both Bill 
Hawkridge and Paul Moed.

Bill becomes the new Sales Manager and 
has an extensive history in the automo-
bile industry with over 30 years.

New Service Department Manager, Paul 
brings 20 years of knowledge and experi-
ence to the dealership.

Drop by today, meet Bill, Paul and take 

on most models.

10 Vanedward Dr., 
Port Perry    

905-985-8474

PORT PER-

At Conlin,
we aren’t satisfied

until YOU are
completely satisfied!

ELLIOT AUTOMOTIVE

CONLIN PONTIAC BUICK GMC

NICK ORAM AUTO BODY

CLASSIC AUTO
NORTHPORT AUTO & TRAILER
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 Scugog Council for the Arts are seeking talented exhibitors for 
its fourth annual show and sale. 
 The (SCA) presents Showcase of the Arts in partnership with 
the Township of Scugog, and this juried exhibition and sale of fine 
craft and visual art is held in the spacious main hall of the Scugog 
Community Recreation Centre in Port Perry. 
 To keep the show original, each spring an independent jury se-
lects a fresh group of exhibitors, resulting in a varied and appealing 
collection of high caliber artwork. 
 For this year’s show, being held on November 1 and 2, organ-
izers are seeking 30 to 40 talented exhibitors to display a variety of 
artwork including paintings in all media, photography, sculpture in 
steel, stone, wood and clay, jewellery, fibre, glass and more. The 
application deadline is March 31, 2008. 
 Applicants for the show must be members of good standing of 
SCA and they may join SCA at time of application. The three ju-
rors for the 2008 event are Linda Jansma, curator of the Robert 
McLaughlin Gallery in Oshawa since 1994; Audra Noble, art teach-
er, photographer and mixed media artist, BAA, B. Ed., OSA; and 
Kent Farndale, founder of the Kent Farndale Gallery, Port Perry. 
 Showcase of the Arts provides a classy, affordable venue where 
artists can display and sell their work
 Application forms and SCA membership forms are available 
online at www.scugogarts.ca or in Port Perry at the Scugog Me-
morial Public Library, Scugog Business and Visitor Centre, Meta4 
Gallery and Framers’ Gallery. 
 For information call 905-985-7418 or email info@scugogarts.ca. 

Arts Council seeks unique,  
talented show exhibitors

 We’re calling some of our more senior readers this month to help identify the 
location and people in the above photo.

at a small maple syrup bush somewhere between Port Perry and Uxbridge, pos-
sibly the Epsom area.
 The picture shows a man pouring sap into a large 50 gallon drum, hanging 

-
gog at 905-985-8585. 

Who are they?

destroyed the living quarters of the owners of San-Man Motel, Mr. and Mrs. 
H. Santer. A large portion of the motel was also damaged.

JANUARY - Anna Forder and Richard Stephens placed 
second in the Canadian Figure Skating Championship senior 
pairs competition held in Vancouver.

FEBRUARY - Ben A. Bohan, is the new administrator at 
Community Memorial Hospital.

FEBRUARY - Reach Township resident, former reeve of 
the Township and Warden of Ontario County, Grant Christie 
was awarded the Centennial Medal.

MARCH - The last old school house in Reach Township, the 
“Yellow School” at the corner of Old Simcoe Rd. and the 8th con-
cession was sold for $7,900.

MAY - Well over l50 persons attended the Port Perry Lions Club 
30th Anniversary celebration at Club Annrene. Storey Beare, Zone 
Chairman of the Lions Club was elected Deputy-District Governor 
in Cobourg.

AUGUST - Sharon Sweetman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ross 
Sweetman was runner-up in a beauty contest held by Zone Fl, 
Royal Canadian Legion in Whitby.

SEPTEMBER - Eight hundred fourteen students were regis-
tered at the Port Perry High School, the highest in the school’s his-
tory. R.H. Cornish Public School began the year with 699 pupils.

OCTOBER - Bob Archer Motors, the local Pontiac Buick dealer-
ship, was sold to John Majcher of Whitby.

NOVEMBER - Miss Lynne MacGregor gave the valedictory ad-
dress at the annual High School Commencement in Port Perry.

NOVEMBER - Robert Kenny was elected reeve of Port Perry. 
He defeated J.J. Gibson, who headed the council for over a de-
cade. Cecil Fralick was elected reeve of Scugog (Island) Town-
ship.

NOVEMBER - Bill Williams and Ted Griffen were elected to 
Port Perry Hydro Electric Commission.

REMEMBER 1968
Yes, this month we are featuring 1968, unlike like last month when we 

featured 1978 stories, but labelled it 1968. Sorry ‘bout dat!
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February following a new fall of snow.

-

came out to try the “wind machines” under the watchful eye of Reet Mae, vice-
president of Youth Development at Windsurf Canada. Above, three students are 
seen receiving tips from some of the instructors for the afternoon. Top of page, 

 Despite all the complaints about winter, the snow and cold, winter can be one of the 
most beautiful times of the year in Scugog. On a recent tour around the township, Focus 

the Seagrave bridge into the village. {Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten)
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The BEST PRICES on the Finest Art Supplies
40% OFF All of the Following

All types of Winsor Newton Artist Paints
All types of Liquitex Artist Paints
All Winsor Newton Artist Brushes

All Water Colour Paper, Pads and Blocks
35% OFF All Winsor Newton

Stretched Canvas and Canvas Boards
* in stock materials only

THE
FRAMER’S GALLERY

237 Queen St. Port Perry
(905) 985-2543    1-800-637-5391
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Cover Picture
The birds have returned af-
ter one of the longest win-

-
ly begins to fade. With the 

it’s not uncommon to see 
our feathered friends look 
for food at our bird feeders.

Photo J. Peter Hvidsten

Created & Published by
Observer Publishing of Port Perry

 188 Mary Street - Unit 201 
Port Perry, Ontario - L9L 1A2

PUBLISHER/EDITOR ........ J. Peter Hvidsten
OFFICE/ADV. MGR. ........MaryAnn Fleming
ADVERTISING ......................Tracy Souch
                         Julie Anne Gatto-Gibbons
PRODUCTION .................... Arlene Walker
FREELANCE .... Barbara Hunt, Paul Arculus
             Chris DeClute,  Christina Coughlin
ACCOUNTING  ................. Nancy Hvidsten

PHONE 905-985-8585 

-
nists, contributors and letter writers are not neces-
sarily those of Focus On Scugog. Letters must be 

-

reason to do so. Errors will be corrected if brought to 
the editor’s attention. We reserve the right to edit or 

is not liable for other errors or omissions in con-

-

and if not made, will not be considered. No claim will 
be allowed for more than one insertion.

Editorial Coverage
Phone 905-985-8585, or

Advertising
905-985-8585

APRIL 2008 
Volume 3   Number 1

~

FOCUS
on Scugog

Focus On The Web
www.focusonscugog.com Features & Stories

BAYVIEW CONDOS - rise high above Scugog .............................  3

SPECIAL OLYMPICS - headed by special guys  ...........................  5

CHANGING FACES - what’s new and who’s who .........................  6

THUMBS - rating events and decisions in the community .............  8

MAILBOX - letters from our readers ............................................  10

OLD SIMCOE CENTRE - Griffen’s new enterprise ...................... 18

DID YOU KNOW? - tidbits of useless information .......................  28

THE FIXERS - physiotherapy mechanics at work .......................  29

SCUGOG EXPOSED - historical look at our community .............  30

LOST TREASURES - historic homes lost from Scugog ............... 39

SPRING STUDIO TOUR - artists work on display .......................  43

 ............................. 46

Local entrepreneurs

FOCUSon Scugog APRIL 2008

WHEN WILL 
THE ICE BE 

GONE?
...see page 38

LIFE ON
THE LAKE
RETURNS
...see page 21

18

Winter’s last gasp...?

FOCUS - APRIL 2008  1   website: www.focusonscugog.com

46

  *APRIL.08/52pages.indd   1 3/24/08   8:08:36 AM



2  FOCUS - APRIL 2008   focus@observerpub.ca

When it comes to dental 
health, you are the first line 
of defense against cavities 
and gum disease. By taking 
proper care of your teeth 
and gums, you can help 
keep your smile healthy 
and bright. But there’s more 
to good dental health than 
self-care. Professional dental 
care is essential to a healthy 
smile, and that’s where we 
can help! Count on us for a 
full spectrum of gentle and 
affordable dentistry services 
for the entire family, from 
routine cleanings and x-rays 
to cosmetic procedures and 
orthodontics. 

Dr.  J. Cottrell 
Dr.  J. Hardy
Dr. C. Banfi eld

Dr.  J. Isenberg 
Dr.  D. Galatanu
Dr.  G. Gales

Dr.  Edward King Orthodontist
Dr.  Thomas McIntyre Periodontist

905-985-8451
238 Queen St., Port Perry
www.iluvmydentist.com

PORT PERRY
DENTAL CENTRE

Integrative Health Centre
Sunleite
188 Mary Street, Port Perry

188 Mary Street, Port Perry  •  905-985-3303

Full Time 
!ermography Clinic

~ Breast & Full Body ~
Fibrocystic, large, enhanced or 

dense breasts do not interfere with the scan.
NO RADIATION OR COMPRESSION

Brenda M. Leite 

View Health Report @ www.sunleitehealth.ca

Over 25 years experience and researc
h

in
aq

ua
tic

s

Swim instruction for all ages

16625 Old Simcoe Road, 
Port Perry

~~ 905-985-1709 ~~

  Village Stitchery
1621 King Street, Prince Albert • 905-985-2269

Barb would like to take this opportunity to 
thank her customers for the past 25 years 
of business and memories and looks 
forward to the years to come.

thank you thank you than
k you thank you

Clothing
Alterations
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 The Bayview, one of the largest and most 
expensive building projects to ever be under-
taken in Port Perry is making its mark on 
the horizon. 
 Located on one of the highest points in 
the town, overlooking Lake Scugog, the 
large concrete, steel and glass condominium 
rises high above the ball parks and commer-
cial strips of Water St.
 For those who have purchased one of 
the 48 one or two bedroom homes, the floor 
to ceiling glass windows will offer an unob-
structed view for miles in all directions.
 Construction Manager Sam Di Pasquale 
of YYZed Project Management, spoke with 
Focus on Scugog in early March and was 
still hopeful of having the first tenants in the 
building before the end of July.
 “We lost a few days to weather over the 
winter but we should be able to make that up 
once we’re closed in,” he said.
 He spoke highly of all the workers on the 
condominium. “Our guys are real troopers. 

They’ve worked under difficult conditions 
this winter,” he said.
 Mr. Di Pasquale also had kind words for 
township officials who he credited with  help-
ing move the construction along.
 “The mayor and staff were very helpful. 
We have a great relationship,” he said, point-
ing out that when a project meets all the cri-
teria of the municipality, it’s much easier to 
get along.
 Now eight months into the project, the 
five storey structure is well on its way to 
completion.
 The building itself is constructed utiliz-
ing current state-of-the-art techniques, en-
compassing a cast in place concrete struc-
ture with an elegant brick façade designed 
to echo the grace of the surrounding build-
ings.
 Daniel Cusimano, architect for the project 
is especially proud of the development and 
noted that “it was critically important to the 
development team and community that the 

building fit comfortably within the site and 
neighbourhood, and that the condominium 
reflects the natural charm and history of 
Port Perry. 
 We all want this development to really 
add something special to the character of the 
town. 
 The Bayview is designed with large, 
expansive windows set in elegant brick de-
tailing to provide residents with panoramic 
views of the lake, town and parkland and the 
suites are configured to accommodate a wide 
variety of styles and living situations”.
 Eighty per cent of the units will offer a 
view of the lake, Mr. Di Pasquale said.
 He also emphasises they have incorporat-
ed many environmental features, including 
common areas that have automatic lighting 
shut-offs when there is no one around, and a 
recycling and compost program.
 The building also features a 70 car park-
ing garage and additional outdoor visitors 

The Bayview condos

RISING ABOVE
SCUGOG 

Please turn to “Rising” on page 14

1565 Hwy. 7A, 
Port Perry 
(just west of the Beer Store) Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm

905-985-3655

We service 
most makes!

Lube, Oil, Filter 
Multi-Point 
Inspection

Name Brands

TIRES
Visit our 

Detail Department
interior vacuum, exterior 

wash, tire dressing, 
general cleanup

from from from

$4495$8995$3695
Service You Can Trust! – Serving Port Perry for over 30 years!

TAYLOR FORD
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Scugog men head
Special Olympics

 When 900 athletes converge on Durham Region next month to take part 
in the Special Olympics Ontario Spring Games, residents of Scugog should 
be proud knowing that two Port Perry men played a large part in the or-
ganization of this grand event.
 And while they don’t look for accolades, they are proud to have had 
an opportunity to lead the drive to bring the Special Olympics to Durham 
Region.
 Special Olympics chairman Chuck Mercier and vice-chairman Elgin 
Knopp have spent countless hours over the past two and a half years, 
speaking to dozens of groups, individuals and corporations in their efforts 
to raise the $1 million needed to organize and operate the event, which is 
now just weeks away.
 Beginning May 29, athletes with intellectual disabilities will begin ar-
riving at the campus of Durham College and the University of Ontario In-
stitute of Technology, where they will settle into “Athletes Village” for the 
duration of the games. It’s from this location, the athletes will be fed, enjoy 
leisure activities and be housed.
 The Games opening ceremonies will get underway Thursday night in 
the new athletic complex at DC/UOIT with the final leg of the torch run, 
lighting of the Olympic flame and raising of the Olympic flag. 
 Chairman Chuck Mercier, who is also a Deputy Chief with the Durham 
Region Police Service, will assist one of the Special Olympians light the 
flame to officially open the games. A social time will follow the opening 
ceremonies.
 The real action gets underway the following morning when the athletes 
begin their competitions. There are five events taking place during the 
games at various locations throughout south Durham.
 1. Basketball - DC/UOIT.
 2. Powerlifting - DC/UOIT
 3. Swimming - Pickering Recreation Centre
 4. Five Pin Bowling - North End Bowl, Oshawa
 5. Ten Pin Bowling - Leisure Lanes, Oshawa
 All of the events will take place over two days, Friday and Saturday, May 
30, 31 and successful athletes will be awarded medals at each site on a po-
dium, presented by Olympic Games sponsors and officials.
 At the conclusion of each of the two exciting days, all the athletes, coach-
es and support staff will be transported back to Athletes Village, where 
they will enjoy a planned evening of entertainment and events.
 Closing ceremonies will take place following the final competitions on 
Saturday at the DC/UOIT Athletic Complex. This exciting event will begin 
with all of the athletes marching in carrying banners representing each of 
the 12 competing Ontario regions. They will then be seated for the closing 
remarks and lowering of the Olympic flag. The final event for the games 
will be a dance that takes place at the complex.
 Before all the excitement of the games begin there is still much work 
to be done. Both Chuck and Elgin, along with dozens more volunteers will 
continue fundraising efforts, explaining that the games have to be com-
pletely financed by the people, businesses and municipalities which make 
up Durham Region.
 “There is absolutely no money or grants available from the Ontario gov-
ernment for these games,” explains Chuck.
 Elgin points out that the games organizers are responsible not only for Durham Region Police Deputy Chief Chuck Mercier, back, and Elgin 

Knopp are the Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively, of the Special Olympics 
Spring Games taking place in Durham Region from May 29 to 31.

Durham Region plays host to
athletes from across Ontario for
Special Olympics Spring Games

Please turn to “Special” on page 19
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Changing

 The birds have returned after one of the 
harshest winters in recent memory... and 
now local businesses are anxiously awaiting 
the return of shoppers who have been hiber-
nating the past few months.
 The merchants in Port Perry have weath-
ered the worst winter could throw at them 
and now look forward to the warmer months 
ahead that bring both locals and visitors back 
to wander the streets.
 There hasn’t been a lot of movement over 
the past few months, but a few businesses 
have taken an opporunity to move or enlarge 
their current premises.
 Curves Port Perry, which has operated 
from its familiar site on Water St. for the past 
nine years, pulled up stakes during the past 
month and moved to a new, larger facility in 

Unit 2 at 16050 Old Simcoe Rd., Port Perry. 
Their former Water St. unit is now vacant.
 Inspirations on Queen Street have com-
pleted renovations and expansion of their 
store and are now ready to greet the public. 
The added space and increased inventory 
will be sure to please their customers.
 Across the street and up the stairs, Dan 
Stone is hard at work converting two former 
apartments into “bed and breakfast style” 
rooms to rent by the day or week. Located 
above the Piano Cafe, Dan’s new enterprise 
will be known as The Piano Inn 1884.
 It’s been awhile now and we’re sure most 
everyone is aware, but the former Railroad-
house Motel on 7A Hwy, near Water St. has 
been sitting vacant for the past couple of 
months. Rumours have it Shopper’s Drug 

Mart wants to open at this location, but the 
news on this front has been rather quiet for 
some time.
 Port Perry Villa will soon be opening a 
sales/information centre on Water St., near 
the Red Ribbon Cafe. In fact it may even be 
open by the time this issue is published. 
Here they will be marketing their new facil-
ity, which is now under construction on Sim-
coe St., beside Community Nursing Home.
 There are still a number of vacant stores 
around town, one being the former “Man-
gos” at the corner of Casimir and Water St. 
- two stores beside Cassidy’s and the space 
formerly occupied by the Bulk Food store.
 Hopefully all of these will be filled by next 
month so we can report on more new busi-
nesses in town. Until then... that’s all folks!

An upscale commercial development

NOW LEASING Phase 2     | Units from 1200 sq. ft.

Many opportunities available.

C O M M U N I T Y P E O P L E B U I L D I N G A  C O M M U N I T Y P L A Z A .

Old Simcoe Road and Reach Street, Port Perry

Contact Roger Watson 905.410.0985

P
hoto by J. P

eter H
vidsten
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Something Else…
Distinctive items available to you – on Queen Street West, Port PerryRediscover 

Downtown Port Perry –
West of Perry Street!

P
er

ry
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ee

t
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h

n
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t

Inspirations

 Love of Jo    Menzies    Caviar & Cobwebs   Magik    Henshall’s    Kid’s Cupboard    Framer’s   Adorn    Genuine Article    Piano Inn

Bliss

Style with Substance
MENZIES SALON & SPA

257 Queen Street • 905-985-7101
www.menziessalonspa.com

Fresh Fashions for Spring
HENSHALL’S CLOTHING & GIFTS

241 Queen Street • 905-985-1965

Magnetic Photo Frames
THE FRAMER’S GALLERY

237 Queen Street • 905-985-2543

Great Coffee, Treats & Music
FOR THE LOVE OF JO COFFEE HOUSE
261 Queen Street • 905-985-5200

Deluxe Magic Set
THE KID’S CUPBOARD

239 Queen Street • 905-985-7707

Caracol Jewellery
MAJIK

249 Queen Street • 905-985-8591

Gilt Terracotta
Facade Detail c.1875

THE GENUINE ARTICLE
223 Queen Street 

905-985-4672

Glass Vase Candle Holder
INSPIRATIONS 

ON QUEEN STREET
246 Queen Street

905-985-9005

Restored Rooms
THE PIANO INN 1884

217 Queen Street
905-982-0707

Lampe Berger –
4 Seasons

ADORN
235 Queen Street 

905-985-5559

Lantern
BLISS INTERIOR DESIGN

230 Queen Street
905-982-0115

Japanese Foil Vase
CAVIAR & COBWEBS

255 Queen Street
905-985-6929
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 to the mindless drivers who keep you waiting at the 

-
patiently fuming’ for lengthy periods for the car in front of 

vehicle is inside the kiosk picking up coffee. Grrrrrrrrrrr!

to our great readers. Last month we published a pic-
ture of four people making maple syrup in the late 1950s 
near Uxbridge and within hours the calls started coming 
in. No less than three people called  to provide names for 
all four individuals in the picture. Just for the record, they 

are, left to right, Charlie Clarke, Terry Moore, Jack Terry and Don 
Clarke. Thanks to everyone who called in. You’re the greatest!

to the safety hazard created by cars exiting onto 
Queen St. from the parking lots behind the stores. The 
accesses beside Brock’s, Re/Max and Home Hardware 
should all be made entrances only. Vehicles exiting onto 
Queen St., from the rear of the stores are a danger to 

both pedestrians and passing cars and should be discouraged 

to two of Scugog’s hard working and dedicated volun-
teers. Chuck Mercier and Elgin Knopp have spent more 
than two years heading up efforts to bring the Ontario 
Special Olympics to Durham Region and in the process 

Scugog is indeed fortunate to have energetic people like Chuck 
and Elgin. Our hats are off to them. Way to go guys!

- It appears a few of our youthful residents have 
taken up new professions of an artistic nature. Unfortu-
nately the canvas they have chosen to paint is the sides 

should report this to the police immediately.  

to Terri Venner of Luke’s Country Store and Birgitta 
MacLeod and the girls of Meta 4 Craft Gallery for be-

-
tion. The two business owners were presented plaques 

helping promote the downtown business community. 

seem to go away. Enough already!  Here we are moving 

-
ruary and March weren’t enough, now “they” are saying 

same.... Give us a break... we really deserve it.

Got a Thumbs idea you want to share?  Drop us a line!

A column devoted to recognizing events and  
decisions affecting the residents of Scugog  

Township, and rating them with a “Thumbs Up, 
 or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs

-
ry. Large kitchen, refrigerator, range, 
washer/dryer, living room, 4 piece bath, 
new carpet. Rent $900 month, includes 
heat, hydro, water and taxes. No pets, 
no smoking. References required. 

985-3089 evenings.

ONE BEDROOM
CENTRAL

PORT PERRY
APARTMENT

 FOR
RENT

FARM • RESIDENTIAL • AUTOMOBILE
COMMERCIAL • WATERCRAFT

Available Discounts Include: Multi-vehicle/Multi-policy/
New Home/Mature Driver (50+)/Retiree/Short Commute

Convenient monthly payment plans available.

For personal service and competitive rates, contact us at

Toll Free: 1-800-461-1468

Brown & Brethour
Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Proudly
representing

THE SPIN STOPS HERE!!

To all of those property owners 
considering selling in 2008…
Are you tired of all the smoke and mirrors often associated 
with sales? Call for an honest, no hassel, no obligation 
opinion of value. Get all the facts on marketing your home!

1894 Scugog St.,
Port Perry
905-985-7351R.M.R. Real Estate Brokerage

P
R

O
U

D
MEMBER

James JenkinsJames Jenkins
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68 Water St.,
Port Perry

905-985-8807

NOW AVAILABLE
AT

DVDs
CDs
GAMES

Disc Repair
Machine

New Games

Rent the Guitar
       for PS2

Selection 
of

Trading Card Game
and Cards

 After an extensive search, of applications from around the world, the board of the Scugog Memorial 
Public Library has announced the appointment of Ms. Amy Caughlin as the local library’s new Chief  

Executive Officer .
 Ms. Caughlin comes to the Scugog Library with over twelve years 

experience in a variety of library settings across Ontario, including 
five years in management positions. 
 Most recently, she was the manager of the Markham Village Li-

brary Branch, where she participated in an $11 million renovation 
and expansion. Her ex-
perience in strategic 
planning, building 
projects, customer-
centred initiatives, 
partnership development, organizational performance monitor-

ing and web design make her the ideal individual to take the 
library into the next exciting phase of its evolution. 

 Ms. Caughlin has a Masters degree in Library and Infor-
mation Sciences from the University of Western Ontario.

 According to Bette Hodgins, Library Board Chair, “the 
board is thrilled to welcome Ms. Caughlin as Chief  

Executive Officer. Her enthusiasm, experience and 
knowledge will help us fulfill the Library’s vision 

of enriching lives in Scugog.”
  Ms. Caughlin assumed her duties on 

Monday, March 17, 2008, relieving Sarah 
Gentles who was praised for capably ad-
ministering the library since the depar-

ture of former library CEO Tom Bonanno 
in October last year.

     The board expressed their appreciation to 
Ms. Gentles for her excellent management of 
the library while she juggled a dual workload 

that consisted of her existing job functions as well 
as those of the Acting Chief Librarian. 

     The board also paid tribute to the Southern 
Ontario Library Service for its tremendous sup-
port during the recruitment process.
     A welcoming reception will be held this Fri-

day, April 4, 2008 for Ms. Caughlin at Scugog Li-
brary from 4:30 to 6:00 pm. 

   All members of the public are invited to attend 
the reception and join the board and staff of Scugog 

Memorial Public Library in welcoming Ms. Caughlin to 
the community.

Scugog Memorial Library has  
a new Chief Executive Officer

www.waggfuneralhome.com

WAGG
  FUNERAL HOME

Port Perry’s Locally Owned & Operated Funeral Home

216 Queen Street, 
Port Perry

905-985-2171     
1-800-377-9139

•  
•  

•  

•  

COMPLIMENTARY 
EMPLOYMENT RELATED 
TRAINING AVAILABLE!

Internet Basics
Computer Basics
Hidden Job Market
Violence in the Workplace 

For more information about our 
services, please call 905-985-1441, visit

www.portperrycerc.com or drop by 
116 Water Street, Port Perry, ON

PORT PERRY 
COMMUNITY EMPLOYMENT 

RESOURCE CENTRE

Employment Ontario 
programs are funded 

in part by the 
Government of Canada

Public invited to meet
new CEO this Friday

Scugog Library CEO Amy Caughlin
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Hi Peter
 I’ve just received the latest issue of Focus and have 
only had a chance to browse through it. Your maga-
zine seems to be getting bigger with each issue, good 
work. 
 My heartiest congratulations for your prestigious 
award, it is richly earned and certainly well deserved. 
High five to you.
 I’m enjoying the magazine and have every issue 
here at the ranch, keep on keeping on, as my youthful 
compatriots might say.
  Just one quick question, do you have any idea 
of “what in the hay” is happening at the intersection 
of Reach Road and Bigelow Street, the hydro location?  
The crews have been digging, removing dirt for more 
than a year. Are they removing nuclear waste per-
haps?
 Keep up your great work.

Don Mitchell
Port Perry

Keep on keeping Focus coming

 Attaining the age of two years old 
is not something to get particularly 
excited about... it’s not really a mile-
stone by any means. But turning two 
is significant to the gang here who  
enjoy bringing you Focus on Scugog maga-
zine each month.
 The issue you hold in your hands is spe-
cial, at least to us, because this issue marks 
the first of our third year. Who would have 
thought two years ago this little magazine 
would still be here... let alone have carved 
out such an enviable niche in the hearts of 
our readers.

 We are still astounded by the favourable 
comments we get every day, on the street, 
the phone, the mail and electronically by 
way of email. Our readers truly make us 
blush with their more than generous and 
gracious comments.
 Little did we know two years ago when 
we started out, there was actually room for 
another publication in this town, which al-
ready was supporting two newspapers and 
dozens of specialty products and publica-
tions.
 The reason we are still here is a tribute 
to our advertisers. Without their financial 

support, by way of advertising, it would be 
impossible for us to continue. We thank 
each and every one of you for having the 
confidence that Focus on Scugog will pro-
fessionally deliver your advertising mes-
sage to the consumer.
 And of course we can’t forget our faith-
ful readers who provide ongoing support 
and encouragement. Thanks so much!
 So now we enter our third year. We’re 
happy to still be here and hope you keep 
enjoying your monthly magazine.
 Thanks Scugog... you’re the best!

Thanks for two great years Scugog

Dear Editor:
 How fortunate am I? 
 This is a question that I have been asking myself many, many times over the 
past few months.  
 First, let me say I think I speak for a great many wives, mothers and sweet-
hearts of our young men and women who are serving in Afghanistan, as well as 
our boys and girls who are in a combat zone where there is a fine line between 
life and death.
 A place where these proud Canadians stand up and are counted on daily to 
defend what each and every one of us holds dear, “freedom and dignity for all.”
 I wonder and am amazed at how women ever went on with their lives during 
WWII, when their loved ones were serving overseas. Weeks and indeed months 
could go by and they wouldn’t hear from their son, husband, brother, sweetheart 
or daughter.
 They carried this burden of not knowing whether their loved one was miss-
ing in action, dead, or alive.
 Today thank God, times have changed. We hear from our son on a regular 
basis, we see him on our computer and we share his pride in serving our country. 
How fortunate am I indeed?
 The Canadian Army has been so helpful and kind. They take the time to 
phone Larry and I to make sure we are well, and to ask if we have any concerns, 
to make sure we are hearing from Mark.
 They care!  
 The Canadian Armed Services have programs for the young families, they 
have special programs for little children, teenagers and get togethers at the vari-
ous bases where families can get together and share.
 They have special councillors for wives and mothers to help them understand 
their feelings. For example, when the media reports the loss of one of our own, 
I know 2,500 mothers, or wives, girlfriends sit and their minds and bodies are 
frozen with fear and dread, they fear for their son or loved one. 
 Their hearts seem to stop beating and they wish the world would just stop. 
Stop the hatred, stop the killing and then you wait and wait for what seems for-
ever.  
 You’re afraid to answer the phone or the door and you wait.  Finally after 

Parents of Canadian soldier serving 
in Afghanistan feel very fortunate

See ‘fortunate” on page 15

Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Students enjoyed experience
Dear Peter
 What a joy to have read your article on the students 
from Port Perry High School who received the Lieu-
tenant Governor’s Ontario Heritage Award for Youth 
Achievement. 
 As soon as the article and pictures came out, stu-
dents were running to their teachers showing us what 
they had achieved. The students enjoyed the whole ex-
perience from beginning to end. 
 The students were happy to be able to participate 
in a project which gave them pride in their community. 
They worked diligently to do research on former stu-
dents who gave their lives so they could live in free-
dom. 
 On November 9th, the students hosted the Remem-
brance Day ceremony and met over 40 family members 
related to the soldiers we were honouring that day. 
 If this was not enough, the students were nomi-
nated and won the prestigious Lieutenant Governor’s 
Ontario Heritage Award for Youth Achievement. 

See ‘life changing” on page 15
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parking. There are also underground stor-
age units for the tenants.
 The entire structure is protected with a 
$200,000 sprinkler system, despite the fact 
they are not required by law.
 “We were asked by the local fire chief to 
consider putting in a sprinkler system, and 
the owners decided to go ahead.” he said.
 The sprinkler system added approxi-
mately $5,000 cost per unit which was not 
recoverable since they had already started 
to sell the condos, but Vista Developments, 
owners of the project, decided to have the 
system installed anyway.
 Bayview Facts: 
 1. The condominium will provide 60,000 
sq. ft. of above grade living area.
 2. 3,200 cubic meters of concrete were 
used in the construction of the structure.
 3. More than 350 tons of steel re-bar was 
used to strengthen the concrete.
 4. Local residents including sales reps., la-
bourers and framers worked on the project.
 5. The contractors utilize as many local 
businesses and people as possible.
 6. There will be a public pedestrian walk-
way between Perry St and Water St., with 
lighting at night. The winding path will also 
be wheelchair accessible.
 7. Outer dimensions of the main building 
are 63 x 23 meters.
 Of the 48 suites in the building there are 
only five units left to sell.
 The historic old Burnham House, which 
faces onto Perry St. is currently being used 
for a sales office and residence for some of 
the employees.
 Anyone interested in learning more 
about The Bayview can either access the 
website at www.portperrycondos.com or 
contact  Claire Marsh or Yvonne Burnett at 
Coldwell Banker in Port Perry. 

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog

 

Serving Port Perry, Uxbridge & Surrounding Area      182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.     

Sales &
Installation

Free Estimates, All Work Guaranteed

The Window Store adheres 
to S.A.W.D.A.C. 

Installation Guidelines.

Your Assurance of a 
Quality Installation!

The Window Store is a
Proud Member!

• Sunrooms
• Windows
• Doors
• Siding

Most condominiums will have a
spectacular view of Lake Scugog

Rising above Scugog
Continued from page 3
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what seems an eternity the name of the fallen soldier is released. Then, 
and only then, do you breathe and feel happy, and once again thank God 
your loved one is okay. 
 In saying this, after your relief and joy there is guilt. Guilt that you feel 
joy when another mother’s heart is broken and the love and pride that she 
must feel is saddened with grief. We all share this pain, as do our soldiers 
overseas.

 The Military Resource Centers have been so 
kind to Larry and I. They arranged for a video 
link to Afghanistan and our family went to the 
Base and had a 40-minute visit with our son by 

way of a large screen monitor.
        How fortunate am I?

   Our granddaughter could show her 
daddy her wiggly tooth and for a few 
brief moments we could forget that 
Mark was in a war zone, in harms 
way, proudly serving our country. 
    As the national anthem says “We 
Stand on Guard for Thee.”  

Doreen & Larry Kendall
Utica, Ontario

Editors Note: Doreen and Larry’s son Mark has been serving in Kandahar 
province, Afghanistan since last November. Mark is pictured above with his 
daughter Sarah before heading off to Afghanistan last fall. We all look for-
ward to Mark’s safe return home later this summer.

Hello Peter
  The latest edition of Focus on Scugog features my family 
(Aslings) and their maple syrup business near Epsom. Since 
I live in Uxbridge now I do not get the magazine except when 
dad and mom give me their copy. Of course, they want to hang 
onto this one. 
 Would it be possible for me to get a couple of copies?  
Thanks in advance. 
 I really do enjoy the magazine each month. I especially like 
the articles on historical homes as I have been doing a lot of 
genealogical research and several of the homes featured have 
belonged to “relatives”.

Dr. Pat Asling
Uxbridge, Ontario

Mom and dad want to keep magazine

Dear Focus...
Mailbox Mom says, “how fortunate am I?”

Continued from page 10

Dear Editor
 This is a “long overdue” letter congratulating you and your staff on the 
publication of your magazine.
 Its contents are truly a ‘Focus on Scugog’ and our magazines are read 
“cover to cover” before we mail it to three family households in the Fene-
lon Falls, Bobcaygeon area, as well as Victoria, British Columbia.
 Scugog and Port Perry is a treasure trove of history and interesting 
people and you do capture this in your magazine.
 Looking forward to all the publications yet to come.
  Betty Ann Merulson

Port Perry

Contents are truly a “Focus on Scugog”

 We can tell you that this was a life changing event for these 
students. They were in awe of the people they met and the lav-
ish surroundings they were hosted in. Imagine the impact of 
meeting the former Lieutenant Governor Lincoln Alexander 
and the present Lieutenant Governor David Onley individually. 
 They felt like celebrities as the pictures were taken and the 
flashes blinded them. Students have told us that this was as 
important to them as their graduation and they felt compelled 
to study our history further and do what they could to help pre-
serve it. 
 Fact is, they have had a positive experience doing something 
for their community. Port Perry High School is proud of these 
students. We look forward to providing them with the tools to 
help them continue to protect our wonderful local heritage.

Nancy Hamer Strahl,
Harold Williams, 

Port Perry High School teachers

Life changing events for the students
Continued from page 10

SNOWMOBILES
Snowmobile parts, service, accessories.
Now accepting deposits for 2009 Yamaha models.

Snowplows, winch kits, bush guards, 
cargo bags, multi-purpose ATV’s for ‘08.

Our 2008’s are on display. 
Many more are arriving daily.

10 Min East of Port Perry, Take 7A to Durham Rd. 57, 6km south
Toll Free: 1.877.986.4437  •  Fax: 905.986.5979       
www.asselstines.com 905-986-4437
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Family owned 
for 37 years
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YOUR RECREATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Snowplows, winch kits, bush guards, 

ATVS
Our 2008’s are on display. 

MOTORCYCLES
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VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa
www.vallanceequipment.com 905-655-3291

SERVICE SPECIAL
FREE 50
HOUR SERVICE

or $200 cash back
with purchase of any T80 Series, 

over $200 value!*
*See dealer for complete details.

YOUR CHOICE
     Financing

0%for 24
months OAC or

    Cash Discount*GR2110 - 54 - Garden Tractor T80 series lawn tractors

MARCH 1 - MAY 31MARCH 1 - MAY 31

905-985-9059
905-242-5979 C

E
LL

ALL SEASONS

Professional Work
Canterbury Commons Competitive Pricing

• Lawn Maintenance
• Pruning
• Gardening
• Fertilizing
• Snowplowing

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Vital-Lawn Fertilizer Treatment
•
•
•
•
•

FREE
HEALTHY

LAWN
ANALYSIS

(905)
576-9333

Proudly Canadian - EST 1970

• Annuals
   • Perennials
14800 Cartwright West 1/4 Line
Blackstock  ~  905-986-4771

Satisfaction
Guaranteed

See us at the Nestleton Farmer’s Market – May to October.

In your Backyard

Spring Special $4995.

Take the plunge

Retreat…  to relaxation

Available at:
Betz Pools Limited
5688 Main Street, Stouffville 
906-640-1424        www/betzpools.com

           Start Planning

Outdoor Living
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 Anyone who has lived in Scugog Town-
ship for long, probably knows that among 
the township’s oldest family businesses is 
Lake Scugog Lumber.
 And while not as old as Brock’s Depart-
ment Store, which celebrated its 125th an-
niversary last year, the Griffen’s can trace 

their family connection with the local lumber 
business back to 1931.
 For more than 75 years the family has 
been serving the township in a variety of 
capacities and now brothers Ian and Paul 
Griffen are venturing into new territory.
 Although their father Ted, who is still in-

volved in the company, has 
been involved in numerous 
residential developments, in-
cluding Kent Estates, West-
port Estates and Apple Val-
ley, this marks the first time 
the family has branched out 
into commercial develop-
ment.
 Ian and Paul purchased a 
vacant 7 acre parcel of land 
at the corner of Durham Rd. 
8 and Old Simcoe Rd. for the 
express purpose of building 
an upscale commercial de-
velopment, which they call 
Old Simcoe Centre.
 Roger Watson, a lifetime 
friend of the Griffens, who 
serves as the marketing and 
business manager, says the 
Griffens recognized a need 
for upscale commercial busi-
nesses at the north end of 
town.
 And it didn’t take long for 
their first tenant to sign up. 
Tim Horton’s opened its 
third Port Perry location last 

fall in the new development.
 “They saw a need to open a community 
‘Tims’ to serve the locals at that end of town, 
and also to take the pressure off their other 
two locations along Hwy 7A,” Mr. Griffen ex-
plained.
 “Our goal was to try and have the most 
attractive Tim Horton restaurant in Durham 
and they worked with us on creating a pleas-
ing look.”
 Later this month, work gets underway on 
the second phase of the development, which 
contains a dozen 1,200 sq. ft. units facing 
east.
 Mr. Watson said they don’t want to du-
plicate things already in place in the com-
munity. “We would ideally like to attract new 
businesses to the community,” he said.
 To date three new tenants have been 
signed, taking up five of the 12 units. 
 Hasty Markets, an upscale convenience- 
style store which carries deli, fresh fruits 
and produce was first to sign on. There are 
more than 270 of these markets across On-
tario.
 Making a comeback to town, when the 
expansion is completed, is a Wild Wing res-
taurant. And filling out the current tenants 
signed up is a hair salon which will have a 
section devoted to beauty products.
 Mr. Watson says they are in talks with a 
number of other potential clients, but they 
will not just take anyone.
 They all feel strongly about the devel-
opment and want to make sure they will be 
proud of it when completed. 

 “We are looking for businesses that 
will compliment the stores already in 
the community.” Mr. Watson said.
 The final phase of the development, 
at the extreme south end of the 
project, will be a free standing build-
ing with a drive through, to which 
they hope they can attract a financial 
institution. They are definitely not in-
terested in leasing space for another 
fast food establishment.
 Mr. Griffen says it’s important to 
them that the project reflects the 
needs of the area.
 “We all live here, our families are 
here and we care about the commu-
nity,” he concluded.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
Focus on Scugog 

Lifelong Port Perry residents  
venture into development

  Home grown developers Ian and Paul 
Griffen on the site of their upscale com-
mercial development, Old Simcoe Cen-
tre, located at the corner of Durham Re-
gional Rd. 8 and Old Simoce St.
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all the costs incurred to transport, house and feed the ath-
letes, but also the 600 plus volunteers that will be help-
ing make sure the event runs smoothly.
 Mr. Mercier emphasizes that aside from providing 
a great experience for the athletes, the games are 
also an opportunity to shine the national spotlight 
on Durham Region.
 He explains that one of their goals is to host the 
best Special Olympic Games ever, but is quick to 
add that it’s even more important to create aware-
ness for individuals with intellectual disabilities.
 So, with only a few weeks left before the big 
event, the Special Olympics committee is still 
looking for more sponsors to help meet their $1 
million  committment.
 Anyone interested in providing assistance is 
urged to contact Chuck or Elgin, or access the 
website  at:  www.specialolympics2008.ca.
 Your assistance could help put a smile on one 
of Ontario’s Special Olympic athletes... and it’s im-
possible to put a price on a smile like the one seen 
on the face of this young athlete.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
 Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 5

Special Olympics provides 
opportunity for athletes
to show their stuff

Come visit 40 artists at 14 sites
located about the beautiful Township of Scugog

Saturday, May 3rd & 
Sunday, May 4th, 2008

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
**SELF-GUIDED - FREE ADMISSION

**

Brochures (with map) available at most 
Port Perry shops, Scugog Memorial Library, 

and Municipal Buildings

Check out our website:
www.scugogstudiotour.ca

              Lake Scugog

STUDIO TOUR2008

9th Annual

SpringSpring
Scugog Choral Society presents…
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BLACK

 Crews of Bell Telephone installers started visiting homes and 
business establishments in Port Perry this week with the new tel-
ephones which will go into use when the dial exchange opens this 
summer.
 Besides installing the new telephones, the Bell men are show-
ing telephone users how to operate them. None will go into use 
until the entire exchanges are converted to dial operation.
 At that time, all telephone numbers here will be changed. The 
new ones will include the Exchange designation YUkon 5 and four 
other digits.

 The Hon. Dr. Matthew B. Dymond vacated the post of Minister 
of Reform Institutions in order to accept the position of Minister 
of Transportation. This department is quite new having been set  
up in 1957.
 Dr. Dymond was first elected to the Ontario government in 
1955. He lives on Cochrane St., Port Perry.

• Mike Starr swept a victory in Ontario Riding with a 16,106
majority, the largest every recorded in the riding.
• Sharen Haugen, escorted by Steve Fralick, was chosen Queen of 
the High School “At Home.”
• John Christie was elected president of the Royal Canadian Legion, 
Branch 419, Port Perry.

 In April 1958, when the ice began to recede from Lake Scugog, it 
became apparent the old wharf house at the end of the government 
pier was in trouble.
  The piling on the north side of the building, which were showing 
some signs of decay during the fall, had collapsed entirely over the 
winter and left the north side of the house tilted into the lake.
 The wharf house was built by the government in the year 1915.  
Local contractor C.L. Vickery supervised its construction. At the 
time it was built, tug boats were still operating on the lake. 
 But for the most part it was used chiefly as a change house, for in 
those days young lads of the town did most of their swimming at the 
dock. 

Old wharf house sinks into lake
Local doctor Minister of Transportation

Bell Telephone installs new dial phones

April 1958

April briefs...

 In June 1958, the Liquor Control Board of Ontario opened 
its first Port Perry outlet after 41 years without liquor outlets in 
town. The building (above), at the corner of Queen & Perry St., is 
now occupied by the Royal Bank.
 Picture show the exterior and 
interior of the new LCBO store.  
Some will remember patrons had to 
fill out paper forms with their selec-
tions, then present it to a clerk, who 
would go into the back and find the 
desired bottle of spirits. 
 It wasn’t until March 1970 that 
liquor was approved for sale in din-
ing rooms, and in September 1971 
Conway Gardens became the first 
to begin selling liquor with meals.

store in Port Perry in June 1958

... also in 1958

What You Should Know About…
PROPERTY STANDARDS

Property Standards are the required minimum 
standards that specify how a property should be 
maintained and ensure that a minimum level of 
maintenance is adhered to on all properties within the Township.

The Township of Scugog Property Standards By-law regulates:
• Yard Maintenance • Surface Conditions
• Accessory Buildings and Fences • Vacant Land
• Exterior Lighting • Structural Adequacy
• Rental Units              • Graffiti • Sewage and Drainage
• Waste Disposal and Compost • Interior Standards
• Utilities such as Heating, Plumbing, Water and Electrical

The Township of Scugog Municipal Law Enforcement Office 
regulates and enforces Property Standards on complaint ONLY. 
Anonymous complaints are not accepted.  

Complainants names are withheld from the public in accordance 
with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 

Should you wish to lodge a complaint related to property standards, 
contact the Municipal Law Enforcement Office at 
905-985-7346 or on-line at www.scugog.ca

     KEN REINHARDT
Proud Member of Our Township’s Property Standards and 

Commitment of Adjustment, and Fence Viewing Committee
PMB PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE BROKERS INC.

“ Securing Your Best Interest ” ®

204 Casimir St., Port Perry - 905-985-4029
Enjoying Thirty Years of Mortgage Lending 
throughout Durham Region and Beyond !

PROPERTY OWNERS AWARENESS
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 The Township of Scugog is hosting a one day confer-
ence and evening public open house on May 8th  at the 
Scugog Community Centre on Reach Street in Port Perry.      
It will be an opportunity for a wide range of government, 
environmental and community stakeholders to learn about 
the Lake, the status of the Lake Scugog Environmental 
Management Plan and various other projects underway 
for improving Lake Scugog.   It will also be an opportunity 
for participant groups and the public to put forward ideas 
for the future. 
      
 The day will kick-off with a Provincial Ministry, Kawartha 
Conservation and agency panel discussion on current ini-
tiatives going on about the lake.   This will be followed 
by a presentation from Doug Downey, Chair of the recent 
Trent-Severn Waterway panel about the waterway.   Les-
sons that have been learned about implementing the cur-
rent Lake Simcoe Environmental Management Strategy 
will be the topic that will lead into an interactive lunchtime 
discussion for the attendees.

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC

 Should you be interested, a number of spots for citi-
zens have been reserved for the daytime conference.   
For more information about the event, it is suggested that 

OPEN HOUSE
 The general community is invited to learn about the 
highlights of the work of the conference at an open house 
following the daytime sessions. The Community Centre 

p.m. Participant groups will be there with booths to answer 
your questions and give out their relevant environmental 
information.  Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring 
forward their lake issues for the record and learn about 
the good work that is underway. 

Lake Conference 
   to be held in May

 The Scugog Lake Stewards will be presenters and participants and are especially excit-
ed about this lake conference as it is seen as the beginning of  the process of healing and 
improvement of the Lake that they have been working on for years.  The Stewards applaud 
the Township for this action.  
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The best family activity...

PLANT A TREE
for you own Earth Day!

Editorial: The Scugog Lake Stewards
would like to thank the

BAAGWATING COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION

for their support of this issue of

“Life on the Lake”

      What better way to celebrate Earth Day this year 
with your child than to plant a tree and watch it grow with 
them.  There is nothing that you can do, or spend money 
on, that gives such long term 

depreciate!  A tree just gets better and better.  Trees I planted 

they still marvel at them. 
     April 22 is Earth Day, a time when around the world people 

     So the Lake Stewards suggest you pick your own Earth 
Day, perhaps on your child or grandchild’s  birthday, or any 

-

small trees that children can watch grow as they too get big-
ger each year.

THE GREAT STORY OF TREES:   
possible actions they can take again against global warming.

•
•

year.

• Well placed trees cut heating and cooling energy requirements.  Parking areas with-
-

rounding areas.  Trees planted to break winter winds can reduce heating costs by as 
much as 10%.

•
• Trees and natural areas pull water down into the spoil, replenishing the groundwater 

table.  Tree roots prevent erosion and stabilize shorelines.

•
IF YOU HAVE NO SPACE TO PLANT A TREE HERE’S THE SOLUTION:

-
tunity to plant a special tree, probably in a park near you.  The cost is $500 per tree but 

planting, some maintenance, a one year guarantee and a plaque so that you can tell 

They will help you pick tree type that you will like that will grow well in the location and 

     Throughout the United States and southern 

recreation and enjoyment.   Lake Scugog has 

-
-

-
mately $500,000 over two years. The high cost is 

beds is very labour intensive. 

through the egg, 
larvae, and pupae 
stage to adults in 
only 21 days.  Yet 
each weevil can live 

-

spending their entire 

generation miraculously grows wings and mi-

where they hibernate.       

S. Sheldon, “The weevils are a great way to help 

burdened with heavy weed populations, waiting 
two to three years to get their lake back naturally 

later.   

Eurasian Milfoil munching
weevils prove their worth

Are you interested in becoming a member Scugog Lake Steward? Do you have 
questions about the Lake? Call Editor, Barbara Karthein at (905) 985-2263 or e-mail 
at bkarthein@yahoo.ca    We would be very pleased to hear from you.

By Barbara Karthein, Editor of “Life on the Lake”
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 A beautiful, healthy lawn is a real pleasure. Your house, gardens and 
natural areas are enhanced by the simplicity of a smooth green surface of 
lawn. Areas for play are provided.
 
 So why did the lawn on the left go brown and die last summer, versus 
the lawn on the right? Both lawns were photographed on the same day of 
October of last year. Both were old, classically unfertilized lawns subject 
to full sun and the same number of pests, very little rain and no irrigation.  
One lawn came back, the other is dead. The one on the right already gives 
a clue to the answer. 

 The lawn on the right, while not perfect, is healthy because each year the owners mulch all their grass clippings and thick lay-
ers of  leaves and decompose them right on the lawn. This provides a continuous food supplement to the original six inch layer of 
good topsoil requested by the owner. The composting litter feeds the soil life that naturally aerates the soil and provides nutrients 
and moisture to the grass roots. Rich, organic soils resist drought much better than soils that are just fed with chemical fertiliz-
ers.  Lawns, when they “eat right” from natural compost and are over-seeded regularly with quality seed, are better able to resist 
disease and pests as well. In the picture on the left, the soil under the lawn is compacted, dehydrated and starved for food.

A Man’s Lawn is his hassle!
Or how to rescue your grass from last year’s drought and be GREEN at the same time!

  New research at Michigan State University has indicated that leaves collected from a variety of tree 
species, particularly sugar maple, when lawn mower mulched into established grass areas, resulted 
in increased spring green-up and fewer dandelions than control plots. The highest rate of leaf mulch 
gave the best results. So, next fall just run your lawnmower over those leaves to make them light and 

Now aren’t you sorry you bagged up and threw out all that lawn gold?

 FREE WEED PREVENTION AND FERTILIZER! 

News 
Flash!     

Do you want to do your part to reduce weeds and algae in Lake Scugog?

 Whether you live on the shores of the lake or back from the lake, eventually some of the phosphorus and nitrogen you spread 
on your lawn will get to Lake Scugog either through direct runoff or through stormwater channels thus increasing the growth of 
aquatic plants and algae.  In Scugog, the Lake Stewards discourage the use of chemical fertilizers, especially the weed and feed 
products... rather use natural fertilizers and compost and over seed regularly to discourage weeds. Natural fertilizers must be 
worked on by microbes in the soil to be available for plants, chemical fertilizers runoff easily in rainwater to the lake.

Choosing the best grass to renew your stressed lawn in Scugog!
 Reducing fertilization and irrigation is possible because of new grass strains available. One good low maintenance lawn  
mixture, available locally from the Pickseed Company in Lindsay is a seed called Envirogreen 1000. This quality grass seed is 
an excellent mix of fescues, ryegrass and Kentucky Bluegrass for overseeding. Paul Steven, of Pickseed, puts it this way - “In 
Evirogreen 1000, the mix of fescues give great drought resistance through a deep root structure. It gives great wear, shade and 
heat tolerance, yet it is very winter hardy. It has low, dense growth and therefore needs less mowing and fertilizer than other 
varieties. Additionally, it is endophyte enhanced so it discourages insect pests as well.”       

Find this seed at Port Perry Feeds, VanEdward Dr., Port Perry.

Lawns right down to Lake Scugog inevitably mean shoals of lake weeds off shore in Lake Scugog. Trees, shrubs, and naturalized plants  

Dead lawn with weeds Healthy lawn with leaf mulch.
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 There is nothing wrong with the theory of the Port Perry Sew-
age Treatment Lagoons as they are at the moment except for 
two important items, they exceed provincial guidelines for am-
monia discharge and because of this the lagoons cannot be ex-
panded to handle any new growth in this urban center. Ammonia 
(a form of nitrogen) is produced naturally from the decompo-
sition of wastewater. Research indicates that excess nitrogen 
from the lagoons represents  six percent of the excess nutrient 
problems for Lake Scugog.

 Under consideration at the moment by Durham Region Works, 
which controls this facility, is a new process called “break-point 
chlorination” which they believe will not only solve the excess 
ammonia problem but eliminate the current hold on expansion 
by the province.  

 This method would see an injection process that mixes a 

This breaks down that ammonia into a range of chloramines.   
This is then reacted using sodium bisulfate that supposedly 
eliminates a high percentage of the chloramines but results in 

of the chloramines.

the Scugog Lake Stewards. This we understand is a relatively 
untried, chemical solution proposed to be used within a sensi-
tive, organic environment. Our research indicates there are al-
ways disinfection by-products, residual chlorine and of course 
products of human waste water that are not eliminated by con-
ventional systems – products such as drug residues, residues 
from household and industrial cleaning products and personal 
care products.

more we research the more questions we have regarding Dur-
ham Region’s new technology solution.  

 Our biggest question is: Is it not possible to accomplish a per-
manent, workable, environmentally sound solution using a non-
chemical means? Our research has turned up several methods 
which might solve the ammonia and capacity problems  with less 
up-front infrastructure costs and less long term running cost.

inevitable additional pollutants from entering the Nonquon River 
directly. Can they assure Scugog residents that there will be no 
long term degradation on destruction of river or lake life? 

 Is this solution in line with the ideas of the new Lake Scugog 
Environmental Management plan?  Has Dr. Alex Shulyarenko of 
Kawartha Conservation, who has conducted years of research 
on Lake Scugog, approved of this solution?

 Lake Scugog has never had 
any industrial pollution around 

eaten in almost unlimited quan-
tities. Will this remain possible 
in years to come after the instal-
lation of  “break-point chlorina-
tion?”

 And even further, the Lake 
Stewards are concerned that a 
large amount of money is to be 
allocated to this improvement at 

the lagoons. At the same time, what is being done for all the 
other small communities around the lake whose need is as great 
as Port Perry’s but are left out of this work program.

 Another solution has been proposed.  A small sewage pipe 
to go over the moraine all the way to Brooklin and from there 
by existing lines to the Oshawa Sewage Treatment Plant. Edu-
cated estimates indicate this proposed solution would be even 
more expensive, leading to the need for added building growth 
to help cover the cost. At this point, Port Perry has limited pro-
jected growth because of Greenbelt and Moraine protection 
plans. There would be great pressure on these plans for some 

 The Region is under pressure from the Province to comply 
with  its ammonia standards. The Township is under pressure to 
bring in some growth. However, decisions made regarding this 
will be permanent. It is important that we all understand what we 
are choosing.

A big question...
How to best improve the Port Perry
Sewage Treatment Plant?

Dr. A Shulyarenko
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905.985.8707
131 North Port Rd., 
Port Perry

webC
M

S S  lutions
Time for a 

New Website?

905-982-0450
info@cmswebsolutions.com

www.cmswebsolutions.com

Collision Repair
Refinishing

Licenced Technicians

131 Northport Rd.,
Port Perry

905-985-1991

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

NICK
ORAM
auto body

QUALITY USED CARS
Herder Sales

Good, reliable 
certified vehicles 
from $1900 & up

All vehicles certified & emissions tested
1 year powertrain warranty

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd., Port Perry
905-985-3885

In-house leasing available

embroidery • screen printing
trophies • corporate promotions

905-985-2839
135 North Port Road, 

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B2

RAY HOBBS
GARAGE
…in business for over 45 years

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9, Port Perry

Owned and Operated by
Brian Tassell

905-985-0059

LOOKING FOR A SIGN?

signs ~ vehicle graphics ~ digital imaging
Scugog’s Vehicle Wrapping Specialists
www.SIGNWORKScanada.com
Reach & Northport Rd., Port Perry

Celebrating
12 years

 Green Apple
Cabinets Ltd.

–– Harvey J. Walker ––
52 Water Street, Port Perry, ON

905-985-3767
www.Green-Apple.ca

Kitchens
with

Character

Stay
Connected!

Call
905-985-8585 905-985-0715

170 Casimir St., 
Port Perry

wildfire@on.aibn.com

• Napoleon Furnaces
• Napoleon Barbecues 
• Napoleon Fireplaces 
• Napoleon Air Conditioners 

Put it on your 
Enbridge Gas Bill

 Plans are well underway for 
the 2008 Relay for Life, being 
held this year on Friday, June 13 
at the Port Perry Fairgrounds.
 After a very successful event 
last year, organizers are hoping 
to raise in excess of $90,000 this 
year during the 12 hour event.
 Activities get underway with 
the opening ceremonies at 7 
p.m. and will end at 7 a.m. the 
following morning.   
 Relay For Life North Durham 
involves participants from Sun-
derland, Cannington, Beaver-
ton, Uxbridge and Port Perry.
 It’s anticipated this year’s 
event will be bigger and better 
than ever. 
 The evening will get under-
way with the Survivors’ Victory 
Lap, where cancer survivors 
lead the way around the track 
as a celebration of their strength 
and courage. 
 At dusk, the Luminary Cer-

emony takes place - a very mov-
ing part of the event with hun-
dreds of candles, each bearing a 
message in memory of a loved 
one or in honour of a cancer sur-
vivor, lighting the night. 
 Teams of ten, consisting of in-
dividuals representing corpora-
tions, communities, families and 
friends, will participate in the 
overnight non-competitive relay, 
taking turns walking, running 
or strolling around the track.
 Teams camp out at the fair-
ground and will be awarded 
prizes for top fundraiser, best 
campsite, best team spirit, best 
team flag as well as other spot 
prizes throughout the night.
 Each team member must pay 
a registration fee of $10 and raise 
a minimum of $100 in pledges to 
participate in the event. 
 Watch Focus on Scugog next 
month for more details on this 
emotional and fun event.

Unlock your history...

• Legends and scandals
• The FLOATING BRIDGE
• Steamboats & railway
• great port perry fire

BOOKS GALORE 175 Perry Street, Port Perry

F. M. FINDS 180 Queen Street, Port Perry

Available at...

Plans are underway for
12 hour Relay for Life at
Port Perry fairground

  *APRIL.08/52pages.indd   25 3/23/08   10:39:50 AM



26  FOCUS - APRIL 2008   focus@observerpub.ca

Visit our hidden gem just north of Port Perry and a world apart.
You’re in for a wonderful surprise!.

www.kingsbay.ca

Peaceful Pristine PrestigiousPeaceful Pristine Prestigious

www.kingsbay.caRegister online for specials and discounts

WE CAN GET YOU BACK IN THE GAME
With golf season upon us, it’s time to look after those 
persistent aches and pains.

We have many services to offer you:
Physiotherapy, Massage Therapy, Acupuncture, Bracing 
and Orthotics.

Call us today for your individualized assessment.
Evening and early morning appointments available.

No referral necessary.

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry
For an appointment call: 905-985-8363

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

“Snow might still be foremost 

on the minds of many, 

except for the golf enthusiasts. 

Be sure you are in shape and 

then consider these golf courses”.

ON
THE
LINKS

ON
THE
LINKS
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D  - Lakeridge Health Port 
Perry’s New Life Centre is estimating 330 ba-
bies will be born at the New Life Centre this 
year,  an increase of almost 11 percent over 
last year’s 298 births. To accommodate this in-
crease $75,000 in renovations to the New Life 
Centre have been taking place for the past few 
days and will be completed by April 2.
 What a great facility we have here in Port 
Perry with the New Life Centre. Any mother who 
delivered their children there can’t speak highly 
enough about the facility and care.

D  - Ever since April 1914 the 
old post office clock has been ticking away. 
During its first few years the clock was quite 
unreliable since it had to be wound manually 
once a week and the local once newspaper 
wrote, “the clock has scarcely formed a habit 
of running regularly. Sometimes it ‘strikes’ 
and sometimes it goes on ‘strike’ an then it 
neither goes nor strikes.”
 This still appears to be the case occasionally, 
although for the most part it keeps good time.

D  - April is by far the most 
likely month for the ice to disappear off Lake 
Scugog. Since records  for the date the ice 
went out were started in 1872, the ice has 
only left the lake 16 times during the month 
of March, the earliest being 1983 when it 
went out on March 16.
 It’s the first week of April and there’s little 
sign of an early thaw, but don’t fret, the latest it 
has gone out is April 29, 1965 and it couldn’t 
possibly be that late this year... could it?

D - Scugog Township will be 
offering its popular free compost program at 
the Scugog Community Centre again this year. 
Bring your own shovel and container and fill up 
(maximum of three containers per vehicle). The 
composting event takes place Saturday, April 19 
from 9 a.m. to noon. Great for the garden and 
all for free... can’t beat that.
 Anyone wanting more information can contact 
the township’s public works department at 905-
985-7346, extention 112.

Did You Know?
WE GET TO THE 

BOTTOM OF CAR AND 
TRUCK TROUBLES

YOUR HOME FOR
7.3L, 6.0L & 6.4L

DIESEL
ENGINE REPAIR

• Over 138 years of 
combined experience 
of our service & parts 
technicians

• State-of-the-art
diagostic & repair 
equipment

• Largest selection of 
quality Ford diesel 
parts & apparel

• Qualified safety 
inspection station
ASK ABOUT OUR 

FLEET INCENTIVES
Service & Parts Hours:

Monday:  8 am - 5:30 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 

8 am - 9:00 pm
Friday: 8 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday: 8 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday: Closed

1120 Dundas St. E.,
Whitby

905-668-5893
1-800-565-5893

www.marigold.net

- The Scugog Game Preserve
- The Causeway Bridge

  - Steamboats on Scugog
   - Port Perry Railway

BOOKS GALORE 175 Perry Street, Port Perry

F. M. FINDS 180 Queen Street, Port Perry

Available at...

Unlock your heritage...
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THE FIXERS
   “It” can happen to anyone, anywhere, 
at anytime.

     “It” can happen any number of ways: 
walking, sports, or bungee jumping.  

     No matter who, what, where or when, 
one thing is certain “it” is  going to hurt.  

 What I am cryptically referring to is fall-
ing. The act of no longer being upright and end-

ing positioned horizontally with an inevita-
ble sensation of pain.

 Pain does not discriminate and 
cares not who it disables. The 
variable lies within the damage 
done and how long it lasts.  Pain 
incurred from a fall was my for-
mal introduction to the won-
derful world of physiotherapy.  
 Almost no one ever 
considers physiotherapy until 

they are injured. This leads 
me to believe there should 
be some kind of yearly re-
quirement to see a physi-

otherapist, not unlike our 
yearly medical and regularly 
programmed dental checks. 

  Physiotherapists are 
basically body mechanics spe-

cializing in the rehabilitation of 
injuries. Their goal is to maximize 

a patient’s level of functioning and 
reduce their pain through x-rays, ul-

trasound, acupuncture and hands-on 
mobilization. In short they find out what is 

amiss and advise on how to fix it.   
        There’s a lot to be learned about the function-
ality of our ligaments and muscles and probably 

a really big book with big words to source for 
explanations to their uses. But why would you 
if you could learn about your particular issue 
one-on-one with a certified professional?  

 My personal experience, since 

my debilitating fall, has been nothing short of fascinating 
from start to finish, a continuous learning process. 
 To be assessed is a lesson in anatomy 101 in itself. If we 
were to get assessed once or twice in a lifetime, before sus-
taining any injury, we could avoid untold years of pain and 
discomfort in the future. 
 An example of this would be my personal road to recov-
ery. Not to bore you with the details, but in a nutshell it was 
my behaviour before the accident that had a direct impact 
on recovery. 
 Ever vigilant with the approach of an “on again - off 
again” (or whenever I felt like it) exercise regime, the work-
outs undertaken paid off for me in ways I could never have 
imagined when initializing my “gotta get skinny” mindset.  
 Muscles are funny that way, exercising was like putting 
money in the bank so to speak and it’s what saved me a long 
and gruelling recovery time. Every injury is different - this 
was just one example.
 Matt Sanchez, a physiotherapist at Physiotherapy Asso-
ciates of Port Perry, taught me how to not only strengthen 
but  to understand the nature of my injury and work my way 
out of its grip.
 What kind of advice would Matt give to someone who 
did not have any injury, but was interested in any preventa-
tive measures they could take? 
 Is it possible to give any advice on such a matter?   
 “Stay active, 20 to 30 minutes a day with some type of 
exercise be it a sport, the gym or even going out for a brisk 
walk, keep your body moving”, he suggests. 
 Two of the most common injuries are lower back and 
shoulder. These types of injuries can be a result of some 
kind of trauma (falling) but most are simply a result of 
chronic overuse or poor posture. Being mindful of your 
posture is key; having good alignment means less strain on 
your neck, shoulder and spine muscles.
 In the case of our shoulders they are not made for a 
lot of repetition. The muscles are really small and they get 
overused quickly if they’re not trained properly. A physi-
otherapist can help us train those muscles.    
 Exercise has a new meaning to me and it is with this 
valuable insight that I am no longer moaning and groaning 
all the way to my workouts. With a renewed sense of value 
added benefit, aside from the hopes of an aesthetic miracle, 
making an investment in ourselves will make for hopefully 
many healthy, pain free years to come.
 Living with pain, whether it’s from a new or previous 
injury isn’t always necessary and with the local talent avail-
able at one of Scugog’s three physiotherapy clinics - Physi-
otherapy Associates of Port Perry, Scugog Physiotherapy 
Centre or the local hospital. Why not talk to an expert and 
possibly get some relief?
 I did, and am thankful for the relief they provided.

Chris DeClute
Focus on Scugog                   

         Physiotherapist Matt Sanchez applies a treatment to a patient.

Physiotherapists are body mechanics
who specialize in rehabilitating injuries
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 Dan Stone had no idea when he started renovating the family 
buildings along Queen and Perry St., that he would uncover a piece 
of Port Perry’s history.
 Mr. Stone is renovating the second floor of his building with 
plans to open the Piano Inn 1884 above the Piano Cafe. The inn will 
provide two rooms for rent by the day or week, but could expand to 
eight units depending on the demand.
 But long before the Stone’s owned the buildings, this downtown 
property was owned by Joseph Bigelow. He later sold to local pho-
tographer James Leonard. 
 Mr. Leonard was Port Perry’s most well known photographer 
for more than 30 years. He started his business in the late 1850s 
and in September 1874 erected a new building on Perry St., near 
the corner of Queen St., where he operated his photography gallery 
for the remainder of his life.
 Following Mr. Leonard’s death in 1884 he passed his photogra-
phy business over to his son William H. Leonard.
 William learned his trade from his father well and is responsible 
for many of the pictures of personalities, families and town scenes 
from the early part of the century which can be 
found in the local museum.
 A few months after his father’s death, the block 
was destroyed by fire. William rebuilt on his Perry 
St. lot and later purchased the buildings adjoining 
his to the south. The entire building then became 
known as the Leonard Block. He maintained his 
gallery in the original Leonard building.
 It was in this former photo gallery that Dan 
recently uncovered the large skylight facing east. 
The skylight, sloping along the east side of a 14’ 
vaulted ceiling, is about 10’ x 12’ in size and is 
made up of 35 overlapping glass panes. 
 A second, identical skylight is located in anoth-
er section of the building facing the north.
 “I’ve never seen anything like it,” Dan exclaimed 
about the unique skylight with painted panes.

 By J. Peter Hvidsten

 The business of photography during Port Perry’s formative years 
may not have seemed like an important one, compared to that of mill 
operators, builders, and general merchandise businesses... but his-
torically, it is probably second only in importance to the newspapers. 
It was these two businesses that provided us with much of the knowl-
edge we have today about our important past.
 Port Perry and Prince Albert were fortunate to have a number of 
photographers ply their trades during their formative years. One of 
the first to set up shop in Reach Twp. was B.F. Bradley, who began his 
practice from a mobile studio in Prince Albert.
 Known as Ambrotype & Photography Gallery, Mr. Bradley guaran-
teed his clients a perfect likeness, or they did not have to pay. Cost 

of a portrait ranged from 50¢ and up. In May 1861, he 
announced he had moved into a large studio with a 
spacious sky-light  on the second floor of a building 
at the corner of King and Simcoe St., Prince Albert.
 While not wanting to diminish the work of the nu-
merous photographers that set up practice in the 
area, there is no doubt that James Leonard and his 
son William were Port Perry’s most well known pho-
tographers. 
 The two men recorded the people, buildings and the 
events taking place in the Port Perry area for almost 
a century.  Both James and William worked right up 
until their deaths. James was only 51 when he passed 
away, but William had a long productive life, living to 
an amazing 92 years of age.
 Thanks to their photographic skills, many of the pic-
tures we find at Scugog Shores Museum today can be 
credited to these exceptionally fine photographers.

Early photographers 
James and William Leonard photographed the
 families, homes and scenes of Port Perry

Work on former
photographer’s
studio uncovers  
gallery skylights

Scugog Exposed

The former Leonard Block on Perry St. is where two of Port Perry’s 
premier photographers plied their trade for more than 90 years. It 
is currently undergoing renovations to provide rental rooms.

Dan Stone is seen here in front of a large skylight which he located while 
renovating his building. The skylight was located in the Leonard photography 
gallery during the later part of the 1800s and early 1900s.
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Spring Sugar Bush

Hundreds of families took advantage of the nice weather on March 15 to attend the Purple Woods Conservations Area annual Maple Syrup Festival. Visitors 
enjoyed demonstrations of both traditional and modern methods of collecting sap, as well as wagon rides and pancakes with fresh maple syrup.

Time has changed the way sap is collected to make maple syrup, and pictured here 
are some of the methods on display at Purple Woods. Photos from left, a metal 
spile used to extract sap from a tree; an old oak bucket used at the turn of the cen-
tury; the more common collecting aluminum pail; and the blue plastic tubing now 
used in the modern maple syrup gathering process.            Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

in the

 General Dentists: Dr. Kevin Dunkerley       Dr. Tushar Mahendra
Dr. Sandro Del Rosso     Dr. Meetu Mahendra

Orthodontist: Dr. Bob Boyko
        Periodontist: Dr. Farah Walji

Serving Port Perry for more than 28 years

462 Paxton St., Port Perry
Located across from the hospital 

in the Medical Associates building

905-985-8459

EVENING
APPOINTMENTS

AVAILABLE

New Patients & Emergencies Welcome

    

~ SERVING SCUGOG SINCE 1997 ~

Lisandras
Winemaking at its BEST
38 Water Street, Port Perry

905-985-1197

Introducing two new !avours       
        from…

• Sangria Zinfandel Blush
• Bluepom White Merlot

Tell us why your Mom’s the best in
a brief letter and she could win one 

of three prizes for Mother’s Day:
1. Floral Bouquet by Tele!ora
2. Basket of Beanpod Candles

3. Body Products from 
Upper Canada’s Gardening Collection

Email, mail or drop o! by 
5:00 p.m., Saturday, May 3 to:
The Personal Touch

FLORAL & GIFT SHOP
271 Mary St., Port Perry   L9L 1B7

905-985-9360
personal.touch@bellnet.ca

Win for your Mom!
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&D e c o r a t i n g  S c u g o g

Home Decor
More

• Earth friendly
• Biodegradable
• 100% stabilized soy wax 

and cotton lead-free wick candles
• Variety of fragrances, colours, sizes

Also available – 
Upper Canada Gardeners Series
Hand Wash, Creams, Lotions 

The Personal Touch
FLORAL & GIFT SHOP
271 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-985-9360
www.thepersonaltouchfloral.com

Beanpod
Candles®

Over 21 Years Experience 
Designing Dream Kitchens.

Kitchens For All Budgets.

Silestone & Granite
Countertops

Drop In For Your 
Free Design Appointment

48  Water St., Port Perry
905-985-3767

Focus On Scugog    3   focus@observerpub.ca

176 Perry Street  Port Perry  905.982.0776
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DRAMATICALLY DIFFERENT & MOTHER NATURE APPROVED

There’s nothing else like it and 
for this reason the esthetic 
qualities are appealing to the 
refi ned taste of designers and 
homeowners who are looking 
for something a whole lot 
different.
So when luxury and durability 
go hand-in hand, the choice 
is clear.

Soapstone’s bold statement 
is a natural complement to 
all types of cabinetry, and 
adds that fi nishing touch 
to the most sophisticated 
décor.

LUXURY ~ DURABILITY ~ AFFORDABILITY

BENEFITS OF SOAPSTONE
Non-porous • Naturally resistant to stains and bacteria
Heat resistant with excellent thermal qualities 
No man-made sealants required

There’s nothing else like it and 

Luxury - Durability - Affordability

Come visit us at our showroom
Open hours Mon. to Thursday 8-5

Friday 8-4:30
8 Paisley Lane, Stouffville, Ontario

SOAPSTONE & SLATE

Join us for ourJoin us for our

GRAND
OPENING!

&Home Decor More

~ Quality fabrics
~ Antique chair restoration
               ~ Repairs
               ~ Replacement foam
               ~ Pickup & delivery

“Taking care of your fi ne furniture 
                            since 1989”

Dave Walker 
70 Morris Lane, Nestleton 

905 986-4656

Over
30 years 

experience

INSPIRATIONS
ON QUEEN STREET

Spring in 
to see our expanding store

246 Queen Street, Port Perry
inspirations@bellnet.ca

905-985-9005

INSPIRED HOME DECOR
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&Home Decor More

• Bathrooms • Basements           
• Kitchens • Flooring   
• Taping • Design/Build    
• Roofi ng • Raise Cottages and Barns
  

Over 22 Years 
in Construction

905-922-5020

Schedule Spring Renovations Now!

Your
        bath awaits you …

•  Fully Insured 
                    •  Free Estimates

Contracting and Project Management

Colour Consultations
Custom Drapery

Furniture
Reupholstery
Accessories

Bedding
Blinds

Area Rugs
Sid Dickens

Lampe Berger

3 Cassels Rd E, Brooklin
905-655-3722

www.endlessideas.ca

Systems Inc.

Non-Electric / Electric Softeners
Deep Well Pump Service 
Iron & Sulphur Filtration
Ultraviolet Sterilizers
Licensed Plumber
Reverse Osmosis
Filters - Lamps
Salt Delivery
Gas Removal
Industrial
Farm
Commercial
Residential

Family Business Since 1950

YOUNG’S WATER SYSTEMS INC. 
7675 Baldwin St., Hwy. 12, Brooklin
905-655-4544 • 1-800-263-1959
sales@youngswater.com

LICENCED
BY M.O.E.

TE
ST

ED ANDVALIDATED

U
N

D
ER

INDUSTRY STANDAR
D

STM ®

CANADIAN

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER

TM

FREE
WATER
TEST

Village Décor Shoppe

VILLAGE DECOR SHOPPE
154 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-4808

• Tile • Wallpaper 
• Para Paints
• Old Village Paint
• Benjamin Moore Paints• Benjamin Moore Paints

905-985-0715
170 Casimir St., Port Perry

wildfi re@on.aibn.com

Ductless Air Conditioner
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

QUALITY FIREPLACES
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1872 .......April 26
1873 .......April 24
1875 .......April 17
1877 .......April 19
1878 .......March 20
1884 .......April 10
1885 .......April 27
1886 .......April 16
1887 .......April 23
1888 .......April 25
1889 .......April 11
1890 .......April 10
1891 .......April 17
1892 .......April 5
1893 .......April 13
1894 .......April 2
1895 .......April 27
1896 .......April 20
1897 .......April 13
1898 .......March 28
1899 .......April 25
1900 .......April 18
1901 .......April 16
1902 .......March 31
1903 .......March 21
1904 .......April 28
1905 .......April 11
1906 .......April 11
1907 .......April 19
1908 .......April 22
1909 .......April 18
1910 .......March 28
1911 .......April 20
1912 .......April 22
1913 .......April 10
1914 .......April 16
1915 .......April 17
1916 .......April 15
1917 .......April 18
1918 .......April 16
1919 .......April 5
1920 .......April 3

1921 .......March 21
1922 .......April 10
1924 .......April 12
1925 .......April 3
1926 .......April 10
1927 .......April 15
1928 .......April 12
1929 .......April 1
1930 .......April 18
1931 .......April 16
1933 .......April 6
1934 .......April 21
1935 .......April 10
1936 .......April 25
1937 .......April 12
1938 .......March 31
1939 .......April 2
1940 .......April 26
1941 .......April 13
1942 .......April 5
1943 .......April 24
1944 .......April 22
1945 .......March 27
1946 .......March 27
1947 .......April 22
1948 .......April 7
1949 .......April 6
1950 .......April 18
1951 .......April 8
1952 .......April 10
1953 .......March 23
1954 .......April 12
1955 .......April 9
1956 .......April 25
1957 .......April 2
1958 .......April 11
1959 .......April 19
1960 .......April 21
1961 .......April 20
1962 .......April 15
1963 .......April 11
1965* .....April 29

1966 .......April 6
1967 .......April 12
1968 .......April 4
1969 .......April 12
1970 .......April 19
1971 .......April 21
1972 .......April 28
1973 .......April 1
1974 .......April 13
1975 .......April 23
1976 .......April 5
1977 .......April 3
1978 .......April 28
1979 .......April 12
1980 .......April 9
1981 .......March 30
1982 .......April 19
1983* .....March 16
1984 .......April 14
1985 .......April 15
1986 .......April 1
1987 .......April 6
1988 .......April 4
1989 .......April 12
1990 .......April 13
1991 .......April 1
1992 .......April 14
1993 .......April 18
1994 .......April 16
1995 .......March 28
1996 .......April 19
1997 .......April 1
1998 .......March 31
1999 .......March 31
2000 .......March 21
2001 .......April 11 
2002 .......March 18
2003 .......March 18
2004 .......April 4
2005 .......April 16
2006 .......April 3
2007 .......April 4

Ice Out 2008.... ??

 As this issue of Focus is slipped into mailboxes across 
Scugog it’s April 1, and like most residents of the township 
we’re sick and tired of snow, sleet, freezing temperatures 
and lack of sun... no foolin’.
 And if you’ve been thinking the ice on Lake Scugog is 
going to be later leaving the lake this spring than last year, 
you’re absolutely right.
 April 4 was the date the lake gave up it’s frozen shroud 
last year, but as Focus went to press eight days ago, there 
was little sign ‘the old gal’ would be giving up its ice grip 
anytime soon. 
 For anyone who cares... or keep records, we’ve pub-
lished a list of dates the ice was recorded as having left 
Lake Scugog over the past 135 years. There are a few dates 
missing, but for the most part it gives a good look at spring 
weather conditions over more than a century.
 As you will see at left, highlighted in yellow, the earliest 
date the sun ever shone on the waters of Lake Scugog was 
the spring of 1983 when it left on March 16. Here we are 
already more than two weeks past that milestone and it ap-
pears it will be some time yet. 
 And as for the latest date the ice disappeared, that was in 
1965 when it was on April 29. We can only pray we see the 
sun sparkling off the surface of the lake before that date.
 So there it is... everything you ever need to know.

When the ice left Lake Scugog

Mother Nature not ready
to release her icy grip on
Lake Scugog for awhile yet
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 his majestic home was one of the largest and most elegant in town when it was built at 
the north end of Port Perry in the mid-1870s. The full two-storey home, including a tow-

er and covered entry, was constructed of red brick with yellow quoining. It had a large 
front porch with ornate trim and was located on a scenic 14 acre lot. The property fronted 

on both Lilla Street (now Simcoe St.) and Beech Street, with the entrance to the property, which 
became known as Buena Vista, from Beech Street.
 The impressive home was built by Thomas C. Paxton, an important Port Perry industrialist and 
businessman who had moved to the area from Whitby in 1821 as a young man. In 1846 Thomas and 
his brother George built a sawmill near Lake Scugog, and later partnered with Joseph Bigelow in a 
flouring mill. He was also a partner in the Paxton, Tate Foundry located on Perry Street.
 Mr. Paxton led an extremely busy business career and paralleled it with an equally extensive and 
devoted time to public life. He held every position on the municipal council of Reach Township in it’s 
early days and was the second man to serve as Reeve of Reach Township following its formation in 
1853. 
 Mr. Paxton was elected with a large majority to the seat for North Ontario in the Ontario Assembly, 
and re-elected many times. His political career ended in January 1881 when he resigned to accept the 
position of Sheriff of Ontario County. A few years after becoming Sheriff, Mr. Paxton and his family 
left their beautiful home in Port Perry to take up residence in Whitby.
 The next notable person to own the large estate home was William McGill.
 Mr. McGill was a prosperous Ontario County farmer who had devoted his entire life to agricultural 
pursuits. He was also involved in the community, serving on the Pine Grove Cemetery Board, the 
Board of Education and the Reach, Port Perry and Scugog Ploughing Association.

T
This view of Thomas Paxton’s 
Buena Vista is believed to have 
been taken about 1915 and shows 
a family posing on the front lawn 
for the picture. This would have 
been taken when the property was 
owned by Fred and Ethel Kent.

T.C. Paxton’s ‘Buena Vista’
Beech Street - Port Perry

(now most commonly referred to as Kent Estates)

Thomas C. Paxton
Please turn to page 40

Scugog’s Lost Treasures
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This elevated photographic view, looking north-east over Lake 
Scugog, shows the location of Thomas Paxton’s residence.

 He purchased the house from Sheriff Thos. Paxton  about 
1885 with the intention of making it his permanent family 
residence. He had plans to build extensive gardens, no doubt 
encouraged by Beuna Vista’s proximity to the magnificent 
Beechenhurst property of Dr. John H. Sangster, which abutted 
the property east to the shoreline of Lake Scugog. The exact 
date Mr. McGill and his family moved into Buena Vista is not 
known but due to financial problems he never did develop the 
attractive gardens he had planned.
 Shortly after moving onto his suburban property he began to 
encounter investment problems. Mr. McGill became 
a shareholder in the Central Bank of Port Perry, 
losing about $1,000 when the bank closed 
in 1887. When the bank re-opened as the 
Western Bank in January 1888, Mr. 
McGill became the branch manager, a 
position he held until June 1896 when 
he ran into more financial problems 
with the announced bankruptcy of 
the Paxton, Tate & Co. Foundry. At 
the time of its fall, Mr. McGill was the 
largest investor in the company, losing 
$17,500. It wasn’t long after this bad 
turn of events that he announced his 
intention to move to California. Wheth-
er or not he ever did move is unclear. 
 Mr. McGill was sued by the Western 
Bank for $30,000 of debt incurred when 
the Paxton, Tate Foundry ceased business, 
and following a long trial at the Court House in 
Whitby, the jury returned an unanimous verdict 
for Mr. McGill over the bank. This was June 1898.  One year later, 
on July 31, 1899, at the age of 55 years, Wm. McGill died. There 
is some speculation that he may have taken his own life due to his 
financial woes.
 Silas E. VanCamp was the next owner of this property and it is 
believed he rented it out to a number of tenants while in his owner-
ship.
 Mr. VanCamp sold the 14 acre property in June 1915 to his 
neighbour Frederick Kent, who had recently purchased the Sang-

ster property. It is reported Mr. Kent purchased the 14 acre 
property and house for $6,650.
 Mr. Kent went on to build beautiful flowered gardens on 
the Sangster property, but the Buena Vista property was 
never developed to its potential and the once stately estate 
home began to deteriorate. Some reports suggest the Kent 
family began using what was left of it for keeping chickens 
and other small livestock. Over the years the house contin-
ued to deteriorate until it became unsafe and was finally torn 

down about 1960.
 Long time Port Perry residents Bob Archer and Ted 

Griffen, remember playing in the ruins of the old building when 
they were young boys. Ironically Ted Griffen later became one of 
the owners of the property and helped develop it into the residential 
subdivision now known as Kent Estates. Mr. Griffen remembered 
the old foundation was still in the ground when they began building 
homes on the property in the early 1970s, and had to be removed.
 An unfortunate ending for this once magnificent property, which 
was the home of one of Port Perry’s most industrious and well 
respected men, Thomas C. Paxton.

Story reprinted from
Historic Homes & Estates of Port Perry

by Paul Arculus and J. Peter Hvidsten

William McGill

Historic 1877 map shows location of Paxton’s property.

Continued from page 39
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 Scugog’s Spring Garden Show celebrates 
its fifth birthday later this month, when the 
popular event opens once again at the Scu-
gog Community Centre.
 Shirley Love, a member of 
the Pine Ridge Garden Club and 
one of the show’s organizers told 
Focus on Scugog they are very 
pleased with the growth of the 
show over the past five years.
 “Mayor Pearce asked the Pine 
Ridge Garden Club if we would 
be willing to co-host a garden 
show.  Once the seed was plant-
ed and germinated it didn’t take 
long for Scugog’s garden show 
to grow and it is now becoming a 
perennial favourite,” she said.
 Looking back, Shirley re-
called that during the first year 
they only had 30 vendors and 
attendance capped at about 400 
people.
 “Last year, we had 55 ven-
dors and more than 1,200 visi-
tors,” she says proudly.
 For the fifth anniversary, Shirley expects 
a lot more vendors and a larger range of 
products and services. Visitors can expect 

to find vendors who provide landscaping 
services, fertilizers, tree care, nurseries and 
greenhouses, roses, hostas and perennials.

 There will also be garden artifacts and 
sculptures, bird houses, feeders, landscap-
ing material, sheds, wrought iron products, 

garden crafts, and many other garden relat-
ed products and services.
 She invites visitors to also attend some of 

the excellent guest speakers, who 
will talk on such topics as: Satur-
day: Gardening With Big, Bold 
Dramatic Foliage Plants, Water 
Features From The Ground Up, 
Great Ontario Gardens and Her-
itage Gardening. And on Sunday: 
Growing Clematis in 2008, Hos-
tas and Rock Gardening.
    Admission  is $5.00 or $8.00 for 
weekend pass. Anyone wishing 
to attend on Saturday and Sun-
day, can take advantage of the 
weekend pass. 
  The Scugog Spring Garden 
Show is a must for all garden-
ers anxious to get out and start 
working in the garden. The show 
takes place Saturday, April 19th  
10 - 5 p.m. and Sunday, April 20th 
10 - 4 p.m.
    Anyone requiring further in-
formation about the show can 

contact  Shirley at 905-986-5330.
By J. Peter Hvidsten

Focus on Scugog

Bloomin’ good show

Members of the Pine Ridge Garden Club are seen above at their booth during  
last year’s Spring Garden Show held at the Scugog Community Arena.

Did you know…
ACUPUNCTURE
is available right here in Port Perry.

Treat the following ailments:
~ stress & tension
~ pain management
~ sciatic nerve
~ carpal tunnel
~ insomnia
~ allergies    

…  and many more

Complimentary Consultation
Call Susanne 905 244 4336
186 Casimir Street, Port Perry
Mondays, Tuesdays & ! ursdays 8am - 8pm by appointment only.

Susanne Schmid
A!"#"$!%"&'(%

A
C
U
P
U
N
C
T
U
R
E

Healing PointsHealing PointsHealing Points
Acupuncture
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* Variety of Vendors
* Garden Displays

* Special Guest Speakers
* Daily Demonstrations 

* Flower Shows
Lunch by:  Port Perry Pathfinders & Rangers

Proceeds: 
Community Horticultural Projects 

Admission:  $ 5.00/day or 
$ 8.00/weekend pass

Children 14 & under Free (with adult)

Information:  Shirley Love 905-986-5330
shlove@sympatico.ca

or Brenda Robinson 905-985-7346 ext. 126
brobinson@scugog.ca

Pine Ridge Garden Club & the Township of Scugog 
presents the 5th Annual

Saturday, April 19 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, April 20 - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Scugog Community Recreation Centre
1655 Reach St., Port Perry 

The Court at Brooklin Presents a

Healthy Living Fair     

Saturday, April 19, 2008 from 11:00 AM to 3:30 PM

Come on out for an enlightening and fun day which 
includes shopping, treatments, door prizes, goody bags 
and so much more!  Visit many booths featuring the latest 
in health, wellness and lifestyle. For more information , 
please call us at 905-655-7718.

Cost: $2.00 at the door - proceeds will go to Durham Elder Abuse

5909 Anderson St., Brooklin, ON (Winchester and Anderson)

© 2008 HOLIDAY RETIREMENT 0689

Health & Beauty Spa

Hypnosis is a state of focused con-
sciousness that allows you to move 
beyond your old limitations. This is 
done when your hypnotist helps you 
to focus your mind. This is done when 
Deborah assists you in learning how 
to achieve this state by guiding you 
into it using a hypnotic induction. 
Once this has been achieved, you will 
then receive what are called hypnotic 
suggestions. These suggestions will 
enable you to use the power of hyp-
nosis in your life and make the chang-
es you desire.

Psycho

Deborah can help you improve your 
relationships and achieve your goals 
effortlessly.

56 Perry St., Port Perry

905-985-7727

Hypnosis can help you with the 
following and more:

~ Stop Smoking

~ Weight Loss

~ Fears

~ Alcohol/Drug Abuse

~ Pain Management

~ Anxiety

~ Relationships

~ Self-Esteem

~ Sexual Issues

~ Anger Issues

~ Motivation

POOL
SERVICE

Openings from 
$90.00 + GST

• Liners 
• Above Ground Pools

• Service

Chemicals Delivered

Ted: 905-985-9746
Ben: 705-324-0744
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 One of the area’s most anticipated spring events is the Lake Scugog Spring Studio Tour 
and once again this year’s organizers are promising a great show.
 Conceived in 1999 by a group of local artisans, the show provides art lovers an opportunity 
to enjoy a self-guided tour around the township to view the work of 40 artists and artisans who 
will have their creations on display at 14 different studios.
 In an effort to keep the show fresh, there are 12 first time artists taking part in the two-day 
show. New to the show this year are Joanna Malcolm, Mickie Petursson, Gabby Tutak, Jen-
nifer Creeggan, Mike Stamper, Gerd Untermann, Mark Puigmarti, Helen Benniger, Karen 
Menzies, Lori and Steve Cranson, Mark and Shelli Eisenberg.
 One of the artists returning this year is Norma Van Camp, who will be featuring hand 
crafted acrylic floorcloths.
 “These are essentially paintings for the floor that are made to be walked on,” Norma ex-
plains. “They are made from heavy cotton canvas that is stretched, hemmed, and treated with 
a variety of materials that emphasize flexibility and durability.” 
 Norma initially became interested in floorcloths when she saw some small painted mats at 
an arts and crafts show years ago. 
 “These small mats intrigued me, though I thought the workmanship was lacking. I could 
see great potential as an art form,” she said.
 Norma began researching floorcloths on line and found that they were once quite popu-
lar as floor coverings before carpet and linoleum became mass produced, especially in the 
homes of colonial  America.  
 She found that there has been a bit of a revival of this art form but says you don’t find many 
artists making them because you need quite a bit of working space as they can be quite large.  
For the past few years, Norma has been privately working away in her studio, developing 
her techniques and craftsmanship, while building up a repertoire of styles to display to make 
people realize their potential as a decorating feature. 
 “It’s very satisfying to be able to design a floorcloth that will complement a room. For me, 
there is a nice balance of fine art and craftsmanship in this art form,” she says.
 Norma is just one of the many unique artists you may check out on the Lake Scugog 
Spring Studio Tour taking place on May 3, 4 in Port Perry and area.May 3, 4, 2008

Spring 
Studio 
Tour

Tour will feature the work of 40 artists

Norma Van Camp is  
seen here working on a 
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Clean-Up the World

Pitch-in Canada Week
42nd Annual

April 21-27, 2008

The objectives of the Campaign are as follows:

•  involve millions of Canadians, young and old in local  projects 
which clean-up, restore and/or preserve the environment, 
thereby promoting  environmental sustainability and 
involving both young and ‘older’ people in local partnerships 

restore and beautify the environment by  cleaning up 
litter and other garbage from urban, rural and wilderness 
areas and by  initiating local projects such as habitat 
preservation and restoration and urban renewal  activities, 
thereby promoting respect for Canada’s natural and urban 
environments

•  encourage voluntary action as a means of resolving  
environmental problems

•    stress the value of waste as a resource by encouraging 
Canadians to reduce, reuse, recycle and properly dispose 
waste

•  educate Canadians to pack-in/pack-out their waste when they 
enjoy the natural environment

• encourage civic pride and develop long-term working 
relationships for the future which will help local communities 
develop in an  environmentally friendly and sustainable 

peration
  Clean Sweep

This year’s 
campaign
theme is: 

20-22 Water St., Port Perry
905-985-1210

Family 

Red RibbonRed Ribbon
Family

Restaurant
ALL DAY BREAKFAST

“Think globally, Act locally” for just 20 minutes.

APRIL 25
"20 MINUTE MAKEOVER"
Businesses, schools, residents 
take 20 minutes and clean up 

their local areas.
APRIL 25

ARBOUR DAY
Plant a tree in your 
yard, in a park, at 

your business. 

The Township will commemorate 
Arbour Day with the planting of 

a tree for the Port Perry Lions Club 
70th Anniversary in 2007.
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Y

APRIL 21-27
NATIONAL PITCH-IN WEEK
Groups, school children, volunteers 

take part in this annual clean-up event. 
Call Shawna Cornish at 905-985-7346 
ext. 112 for locations, gloves, bags and 

advice on how your group can help. 

APRIL 21 
RAISING OF THE
EARTH DAY FLAG

APRIL 22 - EARTH DAY

APRIL 19-20
5th ANNUAL GARDEN SHOW

Scugog Arena 
Free compost give-away, blue box 

and compost container sales and battery 
and cell phone drop-off location.

PITCH-IN WEEK: APRIL 21 - 27, 2008

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

  APRIL 25
COMMUNITY

PLANTING DAY

 1:30 p.m. – Perryview Park
Join with PPHS environmental club and 
students, elementary school children, 

Kawartha Conservation, Township 
Staff, Durham Stewardship Council, 
local residents and volunteers as we 

naturalize and plant this area. 
Call Lindsay Burnett at 905-985-7346 

ext. 120 for details or if you wish to help.

The Township also has a memorial 
tree program.  For details call Brenda 
Robinson at 905-985-7346 ext. 126.

Last year over 2,000 registered participants including 
seven schools, Girl Guides and Scouts, churches, 
groups and organizations took part in “Cleaning up this 
Township”. Encourage your group to register.
We need your help.  All groups and organizations 
will be recognized in our next newsletter due out 
in October as part of Waste Reduction Week.  
Let us know what you are doing so we can thank you.   
To register: Shawna Cornish at 905-985-7346 x 112.

Don’t hoard - Restore: every old cell phone is 
worth $1 towards our local tree-planting program.
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Come on Scugog!
     Let’s all Pitch-in!!!

Week.
COME ON 
SCUGOG - 
LET’S ALL GET INVOLVED!

PORT PERRY
®
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• Improving Municipal Energy Efficiency: efficient use of en-
ergy continues at the Scugog Arena with the use of sensor lighting 
in the dressing rooms. 
 As well, an in-depth analysis of energy bills and usage is under-
way with both Veridian and Hydro One. The Community Hall’s 2007 
technical audits highlighted that a weather stripping/caulking pro-
gram is needed in many of our facilities. 
 The Township continues to replace old appliances with new En-
ergy Star appliances and a shut-off procedure for computers and 
electronic equipment at the end of day is being developed.

• Lakefront Naturalization: the Township will continue the 
naturalization of the waterfront by working in partnership with Ka-
wartha Conservation and our schools to further enhance Birdseye 
Park with trails and plantings. 
 Cartwright Peace Park in Caesarea is also slated for some shore-
line work and plantings. Naturalization of Williams Creek (Reflec-
tion Park) is on-going and this year the Parks Department will train 
our first “Naturalization Maintenance Crew”. 
 In 2007, Communities in Bloom recognized the Township with a 
Naturalization Award as part of the provincial ceremony in Septem-
ber.

• Official Plan: this fall the up-date to the Township Official Plan 
will be on the agenda. A separate environmental policy paper is now 
on-line for review and comment – www.scugog.ca. These policies 
along with a new Green Development checklist and a Downtown 
Port Perry strategy which recognizes the importance of the Lake 
for business should assist in making sustainability the cornerstone 
of our future decisions.

• Support for Environmental Events and Programs: the Town-
ship continues to work with groups and organizations in raising 
awareness of the need to improve our environment. 
 2007 saw us involved in the Battery Blitz, Operation PorchLight, 
E-Waste Day, Cell-Phone collection and a compost give away as well 
as working with Kawartha Conservation to secure more environ-
mentally sensitive lands at East Cross Forest in southeast Cart-
wright.
 This year we will continue to support events such as Earth Hour, 
Well-Wise, Lake Scugog Conference, Pitch-In Week, Environment 
Week, Communities in Bloom, Waste Reduction Week, community 
plantings as well as once again with the help of Durham Region 
sponsor a compost give away at the Garden Show.

• Corporate Culture of Sustainability: through the use of more 
electronic distribution of materials to reduce paper usage, to a green 
procurement strategy that ensures that environmentally friendly 
and biodegradable products are considered a priority. 
 The Township continues to raise the awareness of Senior Man-
agement, Council and all levels of staff on the need to reduce waste 
and recycle whenever possible. Battery and cell-phone collection 
programs continue at the Municipal Office. 
 As well, the tree replacement program for trees lost through 
construction, disease or age will continue with Mary Street slated 
for ten new trees and the new SmartCentres development will re-
quire them to replace trees as well as meet new standards for trees 
to mitigate “heat island” effect of parking lots.

Scugog’s environmental
plans and initiatives
for the township’s future

Clean-Up the World

Pitch-in Canada Week
42nd Annual

April 21-27, 2008

The objectives of the Campaign are as follows:

•  involve millions of Canadians, young and old in local  projects 
which clean-up, restore and/or preserve the environment, 
thereby promoting  environmental sustainability and 
involving both young and ‘older’ people in local partnerships 

restore and beautify the environment by  cleaning up 
litter and other garbage from urban, rural and wilderness 
areas and by  initiating local projects such as habitat 
preservation and restoration and urban renewal  activities, 
thereby promoting respect for Canada’s natural and urban 
environments

•  encourage voluntary action as a means of resolving  
environmental problems

•    stress the value of waste as a resource by encouraging 
Canadians to reduce, reuse, recycle and properly dispose 
waste

•  educate Canadians to pack-in/pack-out their waste when they 
enjoy the natural environment

• encourage civic pride and develop long-term working 
relationships for the future which will help local communities 
develop in an  environmentally friendly and sustainable 

peration
  Clean Sweep

This year’s 
campaign
theme is: 

20-22 Water St., Port Perry
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“Think globally, Act locally” for just 20 minutes.
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N
A

TI
O
NAL ARBOUR

D
A
Y
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NATIONAL PITCH-IN WEEK
Groups, school children, volunteers 

take part in this annual clean-up event. 
Call Shawna Cornish at 905-985-7346 
ext. 112 for locations, gloves, bags and 

advice on how your group can help. 

APRIL 21 
RAISING OF THE
EARTH DAY FLAG

APRIL 22 - EARTH DAY

APRIL 19-20
5th ANNUAL GARDEN SHOW

Scugog Arena 
Free compost give-away, blue box 

and compost container sales and battery 
and cell phone drop-off location.

PITCH-IN WEEK: APRIL 21 - 27, 2008

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

  APRIL 25
COMMUNITY

PLANTING DAY

 1:30 p.m. – Perryview Park
Join with PPHS environmental club and 
students, elementary school children, 

Kawartha Conservation, Township 
Staff, Durham Stewardship Council, 
local residents and volunteers as we 

naturalize and plant this area. 
Call Lindsay Burnett at 905-985-7346 

ext. 120 for details or if you wish to help.

The Township also has a memorial 
tree program.  For details call Brenda 
Robinson at 905-985-7346 ext. 126.

Last year over 2,000 registered participants including 
seven schools, Girl Guides and Scouts, churches, 
groups and organizations took part in “Cleaning up this 
Township”. Encourage your group to register.
We need your help.  All groups and organizations 
will be recognized in our next newsletter due out 
in October as part of Waste Reduction Week.  
Let us know what you are doing so we can thank you.   
To register: Shawna Cornish at 905-985-7346 x 112.

Don’t hoard - Restore: every old cell phone is 
worth $1 towards our local tree-planting program.

Come on Scugog!
     Let’s all Pitch-in!!!

Week.
COME ON 
SCUGOG - 
LET’S ALL GET INVOLVED!

PORT PERRY
®
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 Bill Van Camp, right, and Ken Smart are among the dozens of private  
snow plow contractors who have been kept busy this past winter.

Scugog’s
Winter
Warriors

March roars in like a  
lion dumping 30 cm  
of snow on Scugog

 A Township of Scugog snow plow weaves its way around parked vehicles 
as it clears MacDonald St. of snow during a severe winter storm on March 8.

Please turn to page 47

 March 8 was a long day for Bill Van Camp and his four-man snow 
plowing crew, and it’s a day he won’t forget soon.
 By eight o’clock Saturday morning, the massive winter storm 
which was howling through southern Ontario, had already dumped 
about 10 cm of snow on Scugog. And before it moved on 18 hours 
later, another 20 cm of heavy white snow fell, clogging the townships 
roads, sidewalks and parking lots.
 When I caught up with Bill that morning, he had already been 
behind the wheel of his four-wheel drive snow plow for more than six 
hours and he was looking forward to getting home for a short rest 
before having to head back out.
 As we drove towards Scugog Island, to one of his customers, Bill 
talked candidly about the many years he’s sat behind the wheel of his 
truck clearing snow.
 “I’ve been keeping records for the past 32 years, and up until this 
year the most snow we ever had in one winter was 113 inches. I think 
that was 2000-2001, but I’ll have to check,” he says.
 But this year, if the weatherman’s predictions are correct, he es-
timated that more than 140 inches of snow will have accumulated by 
the end of the day on March 8, 2008.
 “We’ve been lucky to have had five major thaws this winter,” he 
said, and speculated just how much more snow would be on the 
ground if it hadn’t been for the heavy rain in January and the thaws.
 The Van Camp’s snow plowing operation is just one of dozens op-
erating in the township, but it’s probably the oldest.
 Bill’s father Glenn, started plowing snow after opening Van Camp 
Contracting back in 1956 and they’ve been at it ever since. His dad 
still helps out, but after heart surgery last year, now only goes out for 
a few hours at a time.
 For many years the company was contracted by the town of Port 
Perry to take care of most of their snow removal, and it wasn’t unu-
sual to see them on Queen St. early in the morning with their huge 
front end loaders, filling trucks and hauling it away.
 Today, Bill says, the township has its own fleet of trucks and take 
care of most of their own snow removal.
 Riding ‘shotgun’ with Bill for a couple of hours provided a whole 
new perspective on this sometimes under appreciated service. People 
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are quick to be critical of snow plow opera-
tors and are often impatient and inconsider-
ate, not realizing the men behind the wheel 
often work 12 to 24 hours without rest to 
service their customers.
 Little things like parking a car in front 
of a snow plow operator before they’ve had 
a chance to finish clearing a lot, leaving 
newspapers and garbage cans in the drive-
way can slow the process down consider-
ably. On this particular morning at two lo-
cations, Bill had to get out of his truck to 
pick up newspapers and walk them up to 
the house, before continuing with the plow-
ing.
 “Most people are very good, but there 
are a few that give us (snow plow opera-
tors) little respect or consideration,” Bill 
says.
 The Van Camps have 77 customers, 
many who they’ve been serving for more 
than 40 years, and Bill speaks very highly 
of them.
 “Most of our customers are very patient 
and considerate. We get very few calls won-
dering when we will get to them,” he said, 
and recalls one year getting only two hours 
sleep over a 48 hour period during a bad 
storm, but his customers were understand-
ing.
 This past winter has been one of the 
worst in many years and Bill keeps statis-
tics about this and other winters.
 He says that during an average winter, 
he and his crew would plow and/or sand 
each customer roughly 15 times, but this 
year they are already up to 24 plows and 
the winter isn’t over yet.
 The Van Camps have six trucks ready 
to go at any time. Four are always in use, 
with the other two sitting ready as a backup 

in case of a breakdown.
 To keep all this equipment on the road 
is expensive and Bill estimates this winter 
they’ve spent more than $20,000 in repairs 
and $30,000 for  fuel to keep the trucks run-
ning.
 As he rumbles down the road towards 
town to drop me off, the wind has started to 
pick up and the snow is falling heavily once 
again. Bill still had a couple of more drive-
ways to clear prior to heading home for a 
short rest,  and before starting the process 
all over again.
 As he dropped me off at my car back in 
town, he’s already on his cell phone giving 
his men instructions to be ready to head 
out as soon as the snow stops. 
 And that will be in the middle of the 
night, when most people in Scugog are 
snuggled warmly in their beds... dream-
ing of white sandy beaches, not white cold 
snow.
 By J. Peter Hvidsten

Focus on Scugog

 Margaret Snider-McGrath made her way along 
Queen. St. on cross-country skiis after a winter storm 
dropped 30 cm of snow on the area. 

Late winter storm blankets Scugog
Continued from page 46

Towering snow banks lined Queen St. the morning after the big storm dumped 30 cm on Scugog.

Very few people ventured out Saturday night at the height of the storm, but we found at least one resident out for a walk in the blowing snow.
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905-985-5700
14500 Simcoe Street, Unit 12, Port Perry  

Photocopying and 
Faxing Services Available

Instant Tax Refund

“TM owned by JTH Tax, Inc., used under license”
99-334

Income Tax
Filing Deadline:

April 30 / 08

11490 Simcoe St., Port Perry  905-985-0195
nwestaccounting@xplornet.com    Fx: 905-985-3007

Computerized 
Accounting  Service

•  personal tax returns - e-fi le service
• small business accounting
• computerized payroll

Nellie

Tax Hours: Mon.- Fri. 8am-6pm & Sat. 9am-2pm or by appointment

New tax credits, pension splitting, new deductions, 
new formulas… these are the changes with which 
the staff at Nellie Westerman Accounting Services 
are acquainted having attended seminars dealing 

deductions for 

Joanne Rhonda reuniting
seniors
with their
money

We’ve been helping Canadians maximize 
their tax refunds for over 40 years.

This year, that will involve knowing all the 
new Canadian tax laws. Pension Income 
Splitting is just one example that could put 
more money in your pocket.

* at participating locations

We also offer:
   personalized year-
   round service

audit assistance
   affordable rates
    pick-up and drop-off 
 service*

     assistance with old 
age security forms 
and other government 
programs

   senior’s discount*

Call or visit us today at
174 Perry Street
Port Perry
905-985-9803

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES

Are your 
tax returns 

fi led up to date?

If not, please call:

Do you have a tax preparer?

• Small Business Bookkeeping

• E-File

Monday to Friday
8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Extended Evening & Saturday 
Hours during Tax Time 
by Appointment Only

4 River Street
Seagrave
905-985-8962

New
Clients

Welcome

2008
Tax & Financial 
Experts Just a 

Phone Call Away
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a guide to upcoming 
entertainment, events 

and happenings 
in Scugog Township

‘Spring Into  
Fashion’ Show

Spring Into Fashion -

 

 
 

Date
Show Time
Location
Tickets

    

 

Scugog ?
What’ s Up` GREENBANK FOLK MUSIC

 

Date: 
Showtime:

 

 
 

The Dragon Boats
             are returning

30 WATER STREET, PORT PERRY 
905-985-9388  •  Toll Free: 1-877-533-2833

PORT PERRY OPTICAL
e y e g l a s s e s   •   s u n g l a s s e se y e g l a s s e s   •   s u n g l a s s e s

•  p rescr ip t ion  lab 

•  repa i rs  •  accessor ies

•  eye  examinat ion  ar rangements
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