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EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed 
by columnists, contributors and letter writ-
ers are not necessarily those of Focus On 
Scugog. Letters must be signed and the 
telephone number (which will not be pub-
lished) included. Requests that a name be 
withheld will be honoured only if there is a 
compelling reason to do so. Errors will be 
corrected if brought to the editor’s atten-
tion. We reserve the right to edit or refuse 
publication of any material submitted. 

ADVERTISING POLICY: The publisher is not 
liable for slight changes or typographical 
errors that do not lessen the value of an 
advertisement. The publisher is not liable 
for other errors or omissions in connection 
with any advertisement in any subsequent 
issue or the refund of any monies paid for 
the advertisement. All claims of error in 
publication must be made within one week 
of each months publication, and, if not 
made, will not be considered. No claim will 
be allowed for more than one insertion.

Our Cover Picture
The picture on the cover of 
our premier issue of Focus 
On Scugog, is that of Kristy 
Stone-Curry, president of the 
Rotary Club of Port Perry at 
the club’s “Roaring Twenties - 
And All That Jazz” dinner auc-
tion. See more pictures of the 
spectacular event on page 18.

Cover Photo by J.P. Hvidsten

W
	 	 															

	 	 	 elcome	to	Focus	On	Scugog.	
	 	 												You	hold	in	your	hands	the
                         first issue of a unique, new
                       features magazine, which will be
                    devoted entirely to “what’s hap-
pening” and “who’s who” in the Township of 
Scugog.
 It’s important to point out that Focus On 
Scugog	has	been	designed	to	be	a	monthly	
“features” publication, not a traditional com-
munity newspaper. Rather than report the 
traditional news stories, we will attempt to dig 
behind the headlines and present new features 
about the significant people and events which 
take place within the community. 
 This does not preclude Focus On Scugog 
from attending and reporting on significant 
and important stories taking place within the 
community. We will be there when any story is 
important to the residents of the township.
 As you will notice, this publication has been 
produced in a “magazine” format, which makes 
it	easier	for	readers	to	hold	and	read.	Unlike	a	
newspaper, it is stitched and trimmed to give it 
a neat, professional look, which we hope both 
our readers and advertisers will find convenient 
and	comfortable.
 As with any publication, the staff are always 
key to a successful publication, and Focus On 
Scugog is proud to announce it has acquired 
the services of some excellent local production, 

	
	
writing and sales talent.
 Tracy Souch has joined Focus On Scugog 
and will take charge of advertising sales. Tracy 
is no stranger to local business people, having 
worked at both of Port Perry’s local newspapers 
over the past five years.
 Arlene Walker, takes on the responsibility of 
production and design. She has also worked for 
local newspapers and printers, and continues to 
operate	a	home-based	graphics	business.
 Barbara Hunt will be covering local news of 
interest	and	contributing	feature	articles.	Barb	
is a member of the Writers’ Circle of Durham 
Region and lives within Scugog Township.  
 Many longtime residents will remember 	
J. Peter Hvidsten, a former owner of The Port 
Perry Star. Peter published The Star for 25 
years before retiring about five years ago. 	
He now returns to his publishing roots. 
 While small in numbers, this group of dedi-
cated	professionals	lack	nothing	in	experience	
and enthusiasm. They are all excited about 
being a part of a fresh, new publication in our 
community and hope you will be as well. 
 It’s important to hear from you, the reader. We 
need your feedback and our Mailbox will be open 
to	receive	and	publish	comments	from	the	public.
 Let us know how you feel about the stories 
we feature in Focus On Scugog. And by the 
way, if you have some story ideas, give us a 
call	or	drop	us	a	line.

Editorial Coverage
Phone 905-448-2714, or

email focus@observerpub.ca

Advertising
Phone Tracy at 905-441-6252

or 905-448-2714
email focus@observerpub.ca
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The people are 
what  make Scugog 

special
Dear Peter
 How exciting it is to hear 
that you will be producing Fo-
cus On Scugog.
 Having travelled extensive-
ly in my teaching and perform-
ing career I came to recognize 
that there was something 
special about the Scugog com-
munity. The “special” is, of 
course, tied so tightly to the 
people and the organizations 
that drive the community. 
 Be it Town Hall 1873, His-
torical Society, High School, 
Chamber of Commerce, Li-
brary/Art Gallery, Arena or 
Churches, the ambition, pride 
and enthusiasm for communi-
ty has produced a wonderful 
living cooperative. 
 That you will draw from 
that, the stories that make 
Scugog special, is very excit-
ing.
 I look forward to Focus On 
Scugog and I wish you much 
success in this adventure.

Sincerely yours,
Russ Baird

Dear editor...
 Mailbox

Surveys for Walmart are one sided
 I was at the town meeting last night regarding the “Expan-
sion”  request of the proposed “Forecast Site” of the proposed 
“Wal-Mart.”
 The purpose as I saw it was not  to provide an emotional 
side to the proposal but to justify the request to increase their 
floor space 75% from our town’s Site Plan limitations set in 
1997-1998.
 At the meeting we were bombarded with surveys... all un-
proven... all not fully researched... all one sided.
 My first point is that if we want a store that size... we should 
run our own surveys.
 I tried to back up one survey by asking the 200 plus people 
at the meeting if anyone had received a  phone call from this 
“Firm” and not one hand went up.  
 The “Firm” also did a license plate survey that indicated 
that  there is a 9,000 population in Port Perry and a 33,000 
supporting population that could justify this 75% increase in 
the  size of the store  space they would like to build. 
 I asked  “the Firm” if  they contacted the owners  to see if 
these license plate owners were there enjoying the quaint and 
beautiful shops, on a picturesque lake side, or were they there 
looking  for one of the largest box stores in Ontario.?
 Good questions as I see it.  I think we could of asked  good 
questions of all their surveys. After all, these were the sup-

Turn to page 2
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	 Dozens	of	kids	lined	up	to	meet	the	Easter	Bunny	at	the	Port	Perry	YMCA’s	
annual	 Lunch	 With	 the	 Easter	 Bunny	 earlier	 this	 month.	 Among	 the	 lucky	
youngsters	who	enjoyed	a	visit	was	3	1/2	year-old	Hailey.	The	little	redhead	
with	a	big	smile	is	the	daughter	of	Rick	and	Carole	Vaughan	of	Uxbridge	and	it	
was the first time they have attended the Easter lunch.    Photo	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten	

A smile
for the 
Easter 
Bunny

Welcome to 

FOCUS 
On Scugog

We hope you enjoy this, the premier issue
of Scugog’s new monthly magazine.

~
Focus	on	Scugog	is	fortunate	to	have	a	small	staff	of		
excited and dedicated people and we would like to 

introduce	them	to	you.

J. PETER HVIDSTEN
Publisher

TRACY SOUCH
Advertising	Sales

ARLENE WALKER
Production

BARBARA HUNT
Freelance	Writer
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WALKER
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Faces of FocusAdVErtisiNg 
dEAdliNE 

for the next issue of 
Focus On Scugog

April 30, 2006
Call Tracy at

905-441-6252

FOCUS
on Scugog

posed “points of proof” as to why they wanted us to break our 
limits of restrictions in terms of commercial space.
 We were baffled by surveys all one sided, all incomplete and 
all to change our limitations on site plan sizes we put a lot of 
thought into years back, and all for our town’s best interests.
 Let’s do our own surveys! Put a survey form in our local news-
papers. Have them sent in to the Municipal Office to be tallied 
and use our information to make our decisions justified by we 
the  people of  Scugog Township.
Yours truly
Mike Steele, Port Perry

Continued from page 1

Baffled by one sided sur-

Dear Peter,
 I really enjoyed your publica-
tion of “Memories Of The 50s 
& 60s.” Having lived here for 
the past 73 years I can associate 
with many of the articles.
 I wish to draw your attention to 
the article of the Gossard Com-
pany coming to town in 1951. I 
was one of the first four females 
hired, which was in 1946.
 The Gossard Company was a 
Montreal based company with a 
large factory located in Toronto.
 They then decided to open a 
smaller factory in Port Perry in 
the Town Hall, where undergar-
ments such as corselets, girdles, 
and bras were made.
 After extensive renovations 

to the building such as remov-
ing the sloped floor and remov-
ing the stage, they made three 
production lines. This consisted 
of various types of sewing ma-
chines.
 This factory opened in 1946 
and hired four employees to 
start; they were Marg Jeffrey, 
Merle St. John, and Leona Rider 
and Rose Walker (deceased).
 We worked a forty hour week 
for $14.00. This was considered 
big money in those days.
 A total of approximately 35 
employees made these elite gar-
ments, which were expensive to 
buy.

Sincerely,
Margaret Jeffrey, Port Perry.

Enjoyed Memories of the 50s and 60s is-
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 Larry Doble is one of the very best, and hardest working vol-
unteers in Scugog Township.
  This was a comment Mayor Marilyn Pearce made as she 
handed out  Certificates of Appreciation to more than a dozen 
Scugog Township residents, named to the Mayor’s Honour Roll 
earlier	this	year.
 “Larry never quits advocating for the parks and recreation 
needs of the community and doesn’t hesitate to roll up his 
sleeves to help,” she commented as she presented him with an 
honourary certificate in January.
 In a recent interview with Focus	On	Scugog, Larry admitted 
once he grabs onto a project, he doesn’t stop until it’s done.
 “I keep at it until it’s done and not everyone would,” says Larry 
as he strides off to inspect the new elevator in the Greenbank 
Centennial Hall. He cites the elevator as a perfect example of his 
persistent	nature.
 Larry is a retired teacher, but in 1982 midway through his 
teaching career at Port Perry High School, he moved his family 
to Greenbank. 
 When his wife fell ill on the eve of a Greenbank Hall Board 
meeting, he attended on her behalf, and found himself elected 
chairman	of	the	hall	board.	
 “Twenty-four years later, I still have the job of helping to main-
tain this historic building,” he said waving his arm at the walls of 
the old St Agnes Anglican Church, built in 1867. 
 He is quick to point out that he is the front man for a 70 to 100 
member	group	of	grassroots	volunteers.	He	is	also	very	proud	of	
the fact that they started with only $32 in the bank and have come 
a long way. 
 The Greenbank Community Association Inc. was founded in 
2002 as an umbrella for eight smaller committees. This stream-
lined	 the	 fragmented	 community	 volunteer	 organizations	 and	
made it possible to receive Ontario Provincial funding.
 Larry has successfully guided three Trillium Grant applications 
through the system for the Greenbank community and gone on to 
assist others in filing paperwork. “I’m 12 for 12,” he says beaming. 
The Scugog Island Hall, Scugog Soccer Association, Prince Albert 
Hall and Blackstock Hall have all benefited from his experience. 
	 Another	area	of	his	volunteer	efforts	 is	the	liability	 insurance	
sector. Communities lose the automatic coverage that they re-
ceive from their townships when they incorporate in order to get 
funding. A costly item to replace, Larry has promoted umbrella 
associations like his own which spread the burden as well as the 
gains.
 As with the Hall Board, Larry settled into a position with a 
newly created Lion’s Club in the Greenbank area by coincidence. 
After attending a meeting, with the help of another Greenbank 

resident, Dale St. John, they recruited the necessary 24 founding 
members in just one month. 
 As Greenbank Lions Charter President, his first project was to 
build the Community Pavilion in Ianson Park. Five groups joined 
to build the $51,000 structure and the club has since purchased 
picnic tables, fencing and lighting, fundraising along the way. 
 Larry quickly rose to the position of Zone and Regional Chair, 
overseeing 14 Lion’s Clubs ranging from Keswick near Lake 
Simcoe to Blackstock. One of his most significant projects on a 
regional level was obtaining $75,000 for Camp Kirk run for spe-
cial	needs	children	every	summer.	
 “I’ve become the funding guy,” Larry says with a chuckle. 
 In his spare time, he has helped the Township of Scugog 
develop an alcohol policy, supported the youth project which 
raised $5,000 for the Deering sisters and is involved with fire-
wood and landscaping. 
 Larry is the kind of “volunteer juggernaut” that every munici-
pality would be proud to have in their arsenal and why he was 
named	as	one	of	the	communities	top	volunteers.
	 Larry	 is	seen	 in	 the	picture	above,	outside	 the	Greenbank	
Community	Centre	which	he	worked	hard	to	improve.	

BY BARBARA HUNT

Here he is!
Mr. Greenbank

Honour Roll

   This is the first in a series of articles which will introduce some unique 
residents	of	this	community.	Each	of	the	people	featured	were	inducted	into	
the	Mayor’s	Honour	Roll	earlier	this	year.	In	the	months	to	come	you’ll	meet	
some	of	Scugog’s	dedicated	volunteers	in	our	Honour	Roll	tribute.	

Larry loves giving back 
to his community
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With over 130 years of Broker experience, 
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been 

serving Scugog Township and surrounding 
areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 

and Personalized service since 1917.
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To Scugog Township’s 4.9% (c’mon, say 5%) tax 
increase for 2006. When other municipalities are 
trying to hold the 3% mark, we fail to understand 
how Scugog, which has the good fortune of millions 
of dollars in casino revenue rolling in every year, 

thinks 5% is acceptable. We know people who are looking 
at a 2% wage increase; actually, we know people who are 
getting no increase, so how is 5% affordable?

To the proposed Scugog Island Hotel complex. While 
there are some valid concerns about water etc. our 
tourists	and	visitors	need	more	accomodations.	We	
sincerely	hope	the	proposed	hotel	can	accomodate	
local concerns and provide jobs and increased rev-
enue to the township at the same time.

On the “Freedom of Information Act” which is stand-
ing in the way of Scogog Township being able to 
charge recovery costs for rescue to snowmobilers 
and	other	vehicles	that	venture	out	onto	unsafe	ice.	
Too many times this winter, and many others, we 

have witnessed sheer stupidity by snowmobilers and bike 
racers resulting in costly rescue operations. You can’t leg-
islate stupidity but you should be able to find a revenue 
source	from	it.	

To Hank’s Pastries on Queen St, just for smelling so 
good. We dare anyone to walk into Hanks and not 
swoon. The staff are great, the food is good, but Oh, 
The Smell. We were in there the other day and over-
heard an out-of-towner say “Oh my god, I think I’ve 
died	and	gone	to	heaven”.	We	agree.

On the money spent for the Durham bus service. 
Has anyone seen a bus? Where are they, where do 
they go, and how many people are using them? We 
keep	asking	around	about	the	service	and	the	only	
reply we get is “What bus service?”

To the traffic light at Queen St. and Simcoe. We 
don’t know much about timing devices but this one 
is wonky. Going north and south, we’ve spent a lot of 
time sitting, and when the light turns green, and our 
hopes are up, they are quickly dashed when, after 
two cars, the light turns yellow and quickly red again. We 
think the intersection is haunted; could it be its proximity to 
the Jester’s?

Focus	On	Scugog	welcomes	emailed	 “THUMBS.”	Whether	 “up”	or	 “down”	 they	
will	only	be	printed	at	the	sole	discretion	of	the	publisher	who	reserves	the	right	to	
refuse	any	“Thumbs”	determined	to	be	in	poor	taste.	Submissions	will	not	be	more	
than	50	words	in	length	and	must	include	your	name,	address,	email	contact,	and	
telephone number for verification and clarification purposes only. This information 
is confidential and will not be published by Focus On Scugog.

EMAIL YOUR SUBMISSIONS TO:   focus@observerpub.ca

	 The	Big	Brothers	and	Big	Sisters	of	Durham	Region	held	a	very	successful	
Hold	‘em	Poker	fun	night	at	the	Latcham	Centre,	Port	Perry	in	March,	and	
raised	more	than	$1,350	for	the	organization.	Thirty	nine	players	registered	
for	the	match	with	the	winner	being	Mike	Hoy,	who	won	a	weekend	Get-Away	
for	2		at	the	Renissance	Hotel,	Toronto.	Above	right,	executive	director	Deb	
Proctor	mocks-up	a	game	with	 volunteers	Mike	Ayers	and	Kelly	Giannoc-
caro,	seen	holding	holding	cards	toward	camera.		 								Photo	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten	

Big Brothers... big winners

Thumbs 
  Down!

Thumbs Up!

A	monthly	column	devoted	to	recognizing	
events	and	decisions	which	effect	the	residents	of	
Scugog	Township,	and	rating	each	of	them	with	a	
“Thumbs	Up,	or	Thumbs	Down!”



�   Focus On Scugog    focus@observerpub.ca

Dear editor...
 Mailbox The Family Man     

Much to my chagrin, I 
have noticed more and 
more that my son acts a 
lot like I did when I was 
his age.

I know other parents 
who have been experi-
encing the same prob-
lem. How does that hap-
pen? Is there a big book 
in Heaven that mandates 
that our offspring should 
reprise any horrible hab-
its we had as children?

I was a slob, so, I now 
have a slob.

I had left my things 
lying around the house, 
so now my son does the 
same thing.

I had walked on the 
carpet with muddy 
shoes, and now my son 
leaves his tracks around 
the house.

I didn’t change my 
underwear for a week, 
and now I’m offering 
too much information 
(sorry).

But why should evolu-
tion be this way? It’s 
not like my son’s actions 
can teach me a lesson. I 
can’t go back and not be 
a slob now. It’s too late. 
Wouldn’t it be better if I 
had a son who drank too 
much coffee, or spent 
too much time working 
at the computer, or felt 
insecure about his finan-
cial situation - something 
that held relevance for 
my life TODAY? A mirror 
into my present soul so 
that I could learn to be a 
better person in the here 
and now?

For a long time, I 
chalked it up as one 
of those great galactic 
mysteries, that is, until 
I called my mother re-
cently to complain about 
my son’s habits. That’s 
when she dropped the 
bombshell.

“I know why that’s 
happening to you,” she 

said cheerfully.
“Why?”
“Because, every night 

when you were a child,” 
she explained, “I prayed 
to God that you’d have a 
son just like you.”

I did a double take. 
“You prayed for that?” 
I asked. “You really 
wanted that to happen?”

“Yes. So did your 
father. We even made 
grandma pray when 
she lived with us that 
summer after her knee 
replacement.”

“You did this together?
“Don’t be silly,” she re-

torted. “I went first and 
then your father.”

“What about grand-
ma?”

“She called a prayer-
line - she said the spirit 
moved her.”

I shook my head. “I’m 
surprised the three of 
you didn’t just bathe my 
body in oil and do an 
exorcism.”

“You were 13,” she 
exclaimed. “Grandma 
said that would give her 
the willies.”

“At least someone was 
sensible.”

“True. Of course,” my 
mom continued, “it was 
grandma’s idea to have 
Father David stop by one 
night and chant over you 
when you were sleep-
ing.” My mom paused for 
a few moments. “I bet 
grandma is smiling down 
from heaven right now 
knowing your son has 
fulfilled our prayers.”

“Great,” I replied. 
“Well, mom, I got to 
hang up now and chip 
dried Cheerios off the 
linoleum.”

“Amen,” she said.
When I hung up I lit 

a candle and prayed the 
same thing happen to 
my son. 

By Ken Swarner

“Staff have dug down deep and pulled out the magic number 
we were looking for -- 3.9 plus one per cent.” 

Councillor Lynn Philip Hodgson
Chair Corporate Services

In reference to the townships recently proposed 4.9% budget for 2006

Quote  OF THE MONTH

“Praying For A Son Like Me”

Dear Mr. Editor:
 My name is Doreen and since many people in this community 
know me, I feel I can share these feelings with all of you.
 Every morning when I awaken and can look out my bedroom 
window into my yard, rain, shine, snow or fog I am truly amazed at 
how fortunate I am to be here.  You see I am a survivor, a cancer 
survivor.  I have been cancer free now for 7 years and each one of 
those days has been a gift, a bonus if you will of life.  
 I try not to let the little things get me down and I must admit, I 
don’t always succeed. I owe my existence to so many people who 
worked with their knowledge and encouragement and skills to make 
me well and able to carry on with my life, to welcome my grandchil-
dren into this world, to celebrate the holidays with my family and to 
take a wonderful memory filled trip with my husband.
 Last year I did the survivor walk in the “Relay for Life”.  I did not 
collect funds in fact I did not tell anyone I just “Did It”. The Relay 
was without a doubt one of the most emotional events that I have 
ever participated in.
 The Walk in Oshawa was quite a spectacle.  The infield of the 
Oshawa Civic Fields was a sea of tents and shelters, folks were 
milling around, laughing, in wonderful colourful costume, truly a 
circus atmosphere.  This couldn’t possible be an event for Cancer.  I 
registered as a Survivor signed in and put on my T-shirt.  
 The evening started out at 7 pm with the Survivors Walk.   At 
the end of the walk, we were greeted by cheers and tears, hugs and 
truly love, by friends we had not seen since our treatment days and 
who like me were so thankful to be in this place now.
 Then the teams took the track and started their 10-hour walk. 
One member from each team or in some cases the whole team 
walked.  My husband sat with me in the stands and watched. At 10 
o’clock all the big lights were turned out and the luminaries were 
lit in a burning circle of “Hope” around the Civic Fields, and in the 
distance a lone piper played “Amazing Grace.” 
 This year the Relay for Life will take place in three areas in 
Durham, Oshawa, Bowmanville and Uxbridge.  Teams are being 
assembled now for this event on Friday June 2nd 2006.
 This year I will once again join my friends in the survivor walk 
but I will also have a team of family and friends at my side.  Please 
support this Walk, and help us beat Cancer once an for all
 Each and everyone have an involvement with this dreaded dis-
ease through family, friends, and neighbours.  Indeed Cancer has in 
one way or another affected all of us.  The Cancer Society is reach-
ing out to you for support and funds.  You can sponsor a walker or 
buy a candle, as a guest just to watch and enjoy the excitement and 
be very, very thankful.  

Sincerely
Doreen Kendall

Cancer survivor shares her gift of life
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 Pride of ownership was apparent on the 
faces of three local homeowners recently, 
after being presented with attractive heri-
tage plaques by representatives of Heri-
tage Scugog and Mayor Marilyn Pearce.
 Heritage Scugog, the sponsor of the 
popular pride of ownership plaque pro-
gram, is Scugog Township’s heritage advi-
sory board.
 Recipients of the plaques were Bill and 
Sheri Yeo (left), whose home at 324 Queen 
St., was built about 1874 by William T. Par-
rish, a Port Perry hardware merchant.
 Petra Stuebing (centre), was on hand to 
accept the plaque for the Methodist  Church 

Parsonage in Blackstock. The house was 
built in 1863 and is now her home.
 Cathy and Steven Edwards (right), of 
Prince Albert received a plaque for their 
home at 14060 Old Scugog Rd. The house, 
which was built in 1910 was owned by Dan-
iel and Elizabeth Boe. Mr. Boe was a local 
cattle drover.
 The attractive plaques are oval in shape 
and made of black slate with gold lettering. 
The inscription indicates the year the home 
was constructed along with the names of 
the original notable owners.
 The Scugog Township plaque program 
is designed to identify and showcase the 
rich architectural and historic heritage in 
our community and acknowledge what has 
been left to us by our founding fathers.  
 The program is designed to identify 
unique heritage homes in our community 
and to enhance public appreciation and 
awareness of Scugog’s heritage from a 
wide perspective.
 If you’re the owner of a building (home, 
church, barn, commercial structure) which 
was constructed before 1925, you may be 
eligible for a plaque. Learn more about 
how to apply at the Township of Scugog 
offices, 181 Perry St., to pick up an applica-
tion form, or phone 905-985-7346.

Plaques identify local heritage homes

	 Ratko	and	Bona	Stoilevski	(left)	have	been	pre-
sented with a Certificate of Appreciation from Her-
itage	Scugog	for	the	beautiful	commercial	building	
they	erected	on	Water	Street,	Port	Perry.	
	 The	retail	and	apartment	complex	replaced	the	
old Dairy Bar which was destroyed by fire a few 
years	ago.The	picture	at	left	is	a	photo	illustration	
showing	the	new	building	with	the	owners.

	 Richelle	 VanDyke	 owner	 of	 the	 former	 Man-
chester	Town	Hall	is	seen	at	left	being	presented	
a plaque from the Heritage Scugog Committee 
by	committee	member	Paul	Arculus	last	fall.	Ms.	
VanDyke	 refurbished	 and	 renovated	 the	 150	
year	old	hall	after	purchasing	it	a	few	years	ago	
from	Scugog	Township.	She	now	operates	Island	
Dance	Studio	from	the	premises,	providing	dance	
classes	for	kids	of	all	ages.	
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DID YOU KNOW? - Scugog experienced 
a mini building boom in 2005 with issued 
permits up by 29 per cent and construc-

tion up by 51 percent.
    Overall value of construction, as calculated 

from building permits, was $38.5 million in 
2005, up from $25.4 million a year earlier.

   Residential growth increased by 89 percent to 
$33.5 million, while non-residential declined from $7.7 million to $5 
million.
 All in all, it was a banner year for construction in Scugog Town-
ship that will be hard to top in 2006.
 But let’s give it try!!

DID YOU KNOW? - Less than three years after moving into the 
new municipal offices on Perry St., the Township of Scugog has 
contracted to lease an additional 3,897 sq. ft. of space in the new 
adjoining Phase Two section of the building.
 The proposed space will be used for storage and offices and 
has been leased by the township for a 23 year term, at a cost of 
$801,534.96 for the entire initial term.
 Ouch!

DID YOU KNOW? - A group of residents from Canterbury Com-
mons are asking Scugog Council to prohibit hunting north of the 
subdivision. The area, which abuts the north boundry of Canter-
bury Common is known as Beaver Meadow, and has long been one 
of the favoured spots for duck hunting each fall for more than a 
century. Council has brought forward a new bylaw to prohibit and 
regulate the discharge of certain firearms and other weapons within 
the township.
 It’s highly unlikely the ducks will object!

DID YOU KNOW? - In less than seven months voters will be head-
ing out to the polls to elect or re-elect representatives for mayor and 
councillors of Scugog Township. Based on reports over the past few 
of months, the next term could be lengthened to four years, rather 
than the traditional three of the past.
 The township recently directed staff to proceed with implementa-
tion of the popular ‘vote-by-mail system’ and ‘automated vote tabu-
lating’ for the upcoming municipal election.
 Yes, we can all vote without getting off our duffs!
 
DID YOU KNOW? - Vote-by-mail was implemented in Scugog, 
partially to encourage higher voter turnout. But history, (however 
brief) has proved that may not be the case. In 2000, the first year 
the new system was used, voter turnout reached 52 percent. That 
was almost 12 percent higher than three years earlier. During the 
last election, in 2003, voter turnout dropped by eight per cent using 
the same system.
 Maybe if we pay people to vote, we’d get better results!
 
DID YOU KNOW? - Filling your gas tank after dark costs you less 
than if you fill-up during daylight. At most of the gas stations around 
the Port Perry, Scugog area,  gas prices during the day are three to 
eight cents more than if you wait until later in the evening.
 Guess they think most people will be at home watching the 

DID YOU
KNOW?

Gus the pug just lets it all hang out, when 
he’s too pooped to participate anymore! 

Silly Pet Pics

If you have a humorous pet picture you’d like to share, send it to 
“Silly Pet Pictures” at: focus@observerpub.ca.  Pictures must be of 
good quality, a minimum of 4”x5” in size, and at least 200 dpi.
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 What’s in the spelling of a name?
 That was one question members of Scugog 
council pondered last month, following the 
tragic death of three residents in the family’s 
Crandell St. home.
 Following the deadly fire in February, it 
was brought to council’s attention that Cran-
dell St. had been misspelled in a number of 
police and national media reports.
 Variations to the 175 year old family name 
were reported to have ranged from Crandall, 
Crandell, Crandel and even Crandle.
 A search of census reports, the land regis-
try office and vintage maps, show the name 
most often spelled ‘Crandall’ or ‘Crandell.’ 
 The name Crandell, found on street signs 
today, originated from Reuben Crandell, the 
first white man to settle in Reach Township. 
 Early family records show the family name 
was spelled ‘Crandall’ when Reuben was 
born in Saratoga, New York state in 1797. 
 As a young man Reuben moved to Canada 
from the U.S.A., and in 1821 settled in Reach 
Township. By the time he arrived here he 
was spelling his name “Crandell.”
 Reuben and his wife Catherine raised six 
children near Manchester and they were all 
registered with the last name “Crandell.” 
 Many family members lived their entire life 
in Port Perry using the surname “Crandell,” 

and in death they were buried with 
“Crandell” on their headstones.
 Although some early maps, and 
land registry records show the 
family name spelled with an “a”, 
the most accepted spelling over 
the past 150 years has been “Cran-
dell.”
 The Crandell name is not the 
only name on a street sign which is 
questionable. At least two others in 
the town centre have questionable 
historical errors.
 The most obvious of these is 
Casimir St. This street was named 
more than 125 years ago to honour Sir Casi-
mir Gzowski, the noted railway engineer who 
was instrumental in bringing the railway to 

Port Perry in 1872.
 But Casimir’s 
name can be found 
with two distinct 
spellings along one 
short block. At the 
intersection of Sim-
coe St., Casimir it 
is spelled correctly, 
but on the opposite 
corner, intersecting 
with John St., Mr. 

Gzowski’s name is incor-
rectly spelled Casmir.
     Just north of Queen St. 
we find McDonald St., and 
while the signs identifying 
this street are consistently 
spelled McDonald, there’s 
a distinct possibility they 
are all wrong.
    A map of Port Perry dat-
ed 1877 shows this street 
as being be spelled “Mac-
Donald”. 
   The street is reported 
to have been named about 

1866 in honour of Sir John A. MacDonald, 
who went on to become Canada’s first Prime 
Minister.
 But again there is conflicting evidence re-
garding the spelling. Two earlier maps of the 
village of Port Perry, dated 1851 and 1854 
show the street labled as McDonald.
 To be sure, Sir Casimir Gzowski, and Sir 
John A. MacDonald would be proud to have 
their names immortalized in Port Perry, but 
if we are to honour them, they deserve to 
have their names spelled correctly.
 It’s the honourable thing to do!

By J. Peter Hvidsten

THE NAME GAME!

Port Perry proudly honours many early
pioneers... but are their names correct?

Sir John A. MacDonald

Sir Casimir Gzowski



�2   Focus On Scugog    focus@observerpub.ca

Purple Woods
Maple Syrup 

Festival 

	 Purple	 Woods	 Conservation	 area	 held	 its	 annual	 Maple	 Syrup	 Festival	 in	
March.	Dave	Goleski	and	his	daughter	(inset)	watched	sap	boil	in	a	large	iron	
bucket.	Wagon	rides	through	the	sugar	bush	were	also	popular	with	the	young-
sters.	Kids	and	their	parents	were	treated	to	pancakes,	syrup	and	seeing	sap	
boiled	into	maple	syrup.		 	 	 												Photo	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten

 The Borelians Commu-
nity Theatre presents Jupiter 
in July, by Norm Foster, as 
its final production for this 
season.
 The play takes place 
primarily in a pair of adjoin-
ing garden plots in a large 
city park and protagonist, 
Donald Springer, fifty-one 
and married, finds himself on 

a passionate collision course 
with a woman half his age.
 Actor, director, and long-
time Borelian, Dave Ellis 
appears as Donald Springer, 
while Dave’s real life spouse, 
Susan Ellis plays the part of 
Donald’s ailing wife, Joanne. 
 Joining the cast as 
Donald’s unexpected love 
interest, Heddy, is Borelian 
newcomer Mireille Awad-
Arnberg . 
 Performance dates for 
Jupiter in July are May 11 
– 13, 18, 19, 25 – 27 at 8 pm, 
with matinee performances 
on May 20 and 28 at 2 pm.  
 Tickets are $18/adults, 
$12/ student and senior. 
Tickets are available at 
Henshall’s, 241 Queen St., 
Port Perry, toll-free at 1-866-
808-2006 or online at www.
starticketing.com. For more 
info contact producer, Carey 
Nicholson (905 985-4914)

Jupiter in July, Borelians 
final season production
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 Two of Scugog’s longest serving 
firefighters hung up their hats earlier 
this year, and have been praised for their 
contributions to the community.
 The men, who have a combined service 
record which stretches for more than 
70 years were toasted and honoured by 
more than 140 of their colleagues and 
friends at a gala ceremony at the Scugog 
Centre on March 24. 
 Clive Boyd served 43 years and David 
Ballingal 31 years with the Port Perry/
Scugog Township fire department.

Firefighters 
Honoured 

Clive Boyd, 
Dave Ballingal 
give �� years 

service to 
community

Dave Ballingal Clive Boyd

AdVErtisiNg 
dEAdliNE 

for the next issue of 
Focus On Scugog

April 30, 2006
Call Tracy at

905-441-6252

FOCUS
on Scugog
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Lake Scugog sheds its 
icy blanket April 3rd 
 
 Spring may have officially arrived a few weeks ago, but to the 
many people who reside around Lake Scugog, it’s not really spring 
until the ice disappears off the surface of the lake.
 For those who keep track, Lake Scugog finally discarded the last 
remnants of its icy shroud on April 3, ending what seemed like an-
other long, drawn out winter. This despite the fact the winter of 2005-
2006 was one of the mildest winters ever recorded.
 This year’s date is about average when compared to dates over 
the past century, but it falls far short of the April 29 record set in 1965 
for the latest the ice has hung on in the spring.
 Records of when the ice disappeared from the lake have been 
kept for more than 135 years, and many people have helped to com-
pile the records over that time. Some of those who have tended to the 
job include Samuel Farmer, Irving Boyd, Clive Boyd, Bill Harrison, 
Peter Hvidsten, Don MacLeod, Bruce Froude and Deb McEachern.
 For the record, the ice is considered officially off the lake when 
looking north from Palmer Park there is little sign of ice. Below is a 
list of the dates the ice left the lake over the previous 25 years.

1980 April 9 
1981 March 30
1982 April 19
1983 March 16
1984 April 14
1985 April 15 
1986 April 1
1987 April 6
1988 April 4

1989 April 12
1990 April 13
1991 April 1
1992 April 14
1993 April 18
1994 April 16
1995 March 28
1996 April 19
1997 April 1

1998 March 31
1999 March 31
2000 March 21
2001 April 11 
2002 March 18
2003 March 18
2004 April 4
2005 April 16
2006 April 3
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 The talents of Scugog Town-
ship artists and artisans will be 
on display for all to see at this 
year’s launch of the L a k e 
Scugog Spring 
Studio Tour.
 “ T h i s 
year’s theme 
should en-
tice visitors 
to explore 
our wonder-
ful selection 
of artists and 
see them at work 
in their own creative 
spaces,” says organizer 
Bonnie Thomson. 
 It was Bonnie, along with 
friends and fellow artists Carey 
Nicholson and Patricia Neal who  
conceived the idea of a studio 
tour in 1999, and it has grown 
each year.

 Arranged from the outset as 
a self-guided adventure in and 
around Scugog, the 2006 roster 
is made up of 30 artists clus-
tered at 17 different locations. 
 The event is a rare opportu-
nity to observe a wide variety of 
artisans plying their craft, to see 
work in progress or purchase 
one-of-a-kind objects of art di-
rectly from the hands of the 
creators.
  “A creative journey should 
be taking the long way around,” 
says Carey with a chuckle. “Life 

gets its spice from traveling the 
back roads.”
 This year’s offering is re-
plete with acrylic, pastel, water 
colour and mixed media works 

on canvas as well as photog-
raphy and stone jewellry. 
Several glass artisans will 
be showing stained and 
fused glass or beaded 
glass jewellry.

 Works of silk, pot-
tery and porcelain charm 

with their lustrous texture. 
Mixed media stone and metal-
work round out the display of lo-
cal artistry that any community 
would proudly call its own. 
 If woodwork is your idea of 
craftsmanship then a selection 
ranging from turnings, carv-
ings to Windsor chairs or Adi-
rondack guide boats 

can all be found. 
 As well as a large 
number of returning art-
ists there are a few new 
additions. Among the 
first-timers are Penny 
McKeown with her whim-
sical art dolls, and Dale 
Sutton who displays fibre 
and textile art. 
 Also new to the tour 
are Bev and Paul Williams 
who craft copper fountains 
and garden art that will lull 
your senses with a welcome 
reminder of Spring. 

 

“I love Carey’s idea of segues 
embellishing our lives,” says 
Bonnie with an eager smile. “It’s 
been a long winter and people 
can meander through Scugog 
discovering all the 

dazzling secrets it has to offer. 
 This year’s event is sure to 
indulge your curiosity and will  
take place on Saturday, May 6th 
and Sunday, May 7th from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 For more information about 
the Spring Studio Tour visit 
www.scugogstudiotour.ca.

By Barbara Hunt

				Bonnie	Thompson,	one	of	the	original	organizers	of	the	Lake	Scu-
gog	Spring	Studio	Tour,	is	one	of	the	more	than	30	artists	and	arti-
sans	who	will	be	putting	their	work	on	display	in	May.

Scugog artisans throw 
out welcome mat for 
Spring Studio Tour

Spring Studio Tour
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    Old House
T his
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 This unique stone home, nestled among 
shrubs and gardens at the end of a tree 
flanked laneway near Blackstock, is the home 
of Merle Heintzman.
 For almost 40 years, Mrs. Heintzman has 
lived in the historic home, while also operat-
ing a bed and breakfast and antique business 
from the secluded setting.
 But long before Mrs. Heintzman, the 
property was owned by the Ferguson family, 

and the Ferguson name rings loud and clear 
in the early annals of Cartwright Township. 
 Samuel Ferguson married Sarah Hooey 
in Ireland in 1817. In 1821, the adventurous 
couple set sail for Canada in 1821 settling ini-
tially in Cavan Township where nine children 
were born to them. 
 In 1836 the Fergusons sold their Cavan 
property and moved to Cartwright Township. 
Samuel Ferguson bought a 200-acre parcel 
containing the site of this home in 1840, from 
Peter Shaw, the original Patent holder. 
 In 1868 the Ferguson’s youngest son, Wil-
liam, began the construction of this elegant 
stone home.  The following year William 
married Sarah Bingham.  The young couple 
shared the home with his parents until his 
mother’s death in 1880.
 William and Sarah had five children, all 
girls, and all were born while the Fergusons 
lived here.  The Fergusons sold the home 
and moved to New Hampshire in April 1884.
 The proud purchaser of the Ferguson 
home was Joseph Sanderson. The Sander-
sons maintained the home until 1962. It went 
through several owners until Brad and Merle 
Heintzman purchased it in 1967. 
 The construction is unique in Cartwright 
and it appears that much of the stone was 
gathered from the local area. 
 The walls were built mainly from 24 inch 
cut stone. Smaller cut stone is used to deco-

rate the windows and doors. Smaller angled 

cut stone was used in the flat arches over the 
windows. The natural stone, with its stunning 
variety of colour from red to black and with 
many variations of grey, offers an air of visual 
excitement in the sunlight.
 The neo-classic vernacular storey-and-a-
half has a low-pitched gable roof and beauti-

Rock solid for over 135 years
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continued on page 16

   
    Old House
T his
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Built with stone, 
pine and love
fully fretted bargeboard sur-
rounding the entire building.
 The windows throughout 
are double hung 6 over 6 
paned and have wooden 
sills. The dormers have 
elaborately crafted goth-
ic windows.  All windows 
are decorated with shut-
ters.
 The interior is domi-
nated by natural pine.  
There are pine floors 
throughout and the 
interior doors are of 
solid pine. Floors, base-
boards, window trim, 
chair rails, and panelled 
wainscotting are all 
crafted in pine. There 
are two sets of stairs to 
the upper floor with 
the back stairs going 
directly to the kitch-
en. All the ceilings 
upstairs are sloped to 
the outside wall. 
 The absence of a centre hall 
presents a bigger sense of space 
to the main floor front rooms. 
The bath-

room off the kitchen was origi-
nally an interior pump house, a 
relatively rare feature of the pe-

riod.
 Some of the most strik-
ing architectural features 
of the structure of the 

home can be seen in the  
basement.  Round support 
pillars constructed from 
uncut cemented fieldstone 
are clearly visible. (seen at 
left)
  Over the years as the 
basement has been re-
modelled to provide space 
for a lower concrete floor, 
concrete bases have been 
constructed. Also visible 
in the basement are the 
16” by 16” pine beams 
and joists. 
    Today the home sits 
on 20 acres of the origi-
nal 200 acre parcel.
 In 1976, Merle 

Heintzman became the 
sole owner of this historic home 
and opened an antique store 
called, “The Front Room”. 

       Three years 
later, she opened 
a bed and break-
fast, which she 

still  operates successfully to this 
day.
    When Focus On Scugog 
caught up with Mrs. Heintzman 
earlier this year, (above) she was 
tending her booth at the Scugog 

Antique Show, at the local com-
munity centre.
 The Heintzman stone house 
at Landfall Farms is located 
at 3120 Highway 7A, RR1,  
just west of Blackstock, Ont.

This Old House

The rustic looking stone fireplace in the large family room, above, and one of the 
original windows in the kitchen, left, with its warm, natural pine wood finish.

from page 15
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	 Members	of	 the	Port	Perry	Ro-
tary Club filled the Scugog Rec-
reation	 Hall	 with	 more	 than	 200	
people	April	8	to	take	part	in	their	
annual	Dinner-Auction.
	 This	 years’	 theme	 “Roaring	
Twenties...	 And	 All	 That	 Jazz”	
proved	 to	be	a	 roaring	success,	
with	 the	 club	 raising	 close	 to	
$20,000	 for	 local	 and	 interna-
tional	projects.
	 The	 local	 Rotarians	 have	
raised	 more	 than	 $250,000	
since	the	inception	of	the	event	
16	 years	 ago,	 and	 have	 sup-
ported	numerous	local	projects,	
including	 the	 hospital,	 library,	
community	care	and	more.

	 Pictured	 here	 during	 the	
event	 are,	 right,	 a	 dazzling	
Dianne	Chandler	in	her	1920s	
outfit. 
	 Bottom	right,	Rotarians	Jim	
Lawrence	 and	 Malcolm	 Len-
nox	 loitering	 in	 Al	 Capone’s	
back	alley	bar.
	 Bottom	 left,	 Len	and	Betty	
Sommerville.	
	 Centre	 left,	 doorman	 Bob	
Ludgate,	peeks	 through	 the		
door	 asking	 for	 the	 ‘secret’	
password	to	enter.
	 Top	 left,	 Travis	 Merrick	
and	 Sherri	 Smith	 looked	
great	 as	 they	 mixed	 the	
specialty	drinks.

Return to the
Roaring 20s

��  Focus On Scugog focus@observerpub.ca

Port Perry Rotary Club annual 
Dinner-Auction raises more than
$20,000 for local, national projects

Photos by
J. Peter 
Hvidsten
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	 Russ Baird was almost fresh out 
of college when he walked through 
the doors at Port Perry High School 
in 1971 to begin his teaching ca-
reer as head of the school’s music 
department.
	 Over	the	next	decade	the	popu-
lar young man taught and influ-
enced hundreds of students, but 
when opportunity came calling, he 
made	 the	 tough	decision	 to	 leave	
PPHS to advance his career.
	 Focus	 On	 Scugog	 caught	 up	
with Russ recently in Langley, Brit-
ish Columbia, where he lives with 
his wife Deidre and two young 
daughters, Elizabeth, 5, and Alex-
andra, 4 years of age.
 Russ says that the drive to his 
B.C. school reminds him of the 
Port Perry area. On his way to 
D.W. Poppy Secondary, he passes 
fields of cows and horses  and 
compares	 the	commute	 to	driving	
along Old Simcoe Road south of 
town, towards the ridges. 
 A lot has happened to Russ 
since he left Port Perry, but he still 
has	 fond	 memories	 of	 the	 eleven	
years he spent here, and to this 
day keeps in touch with many of 
his	former	colleagues.
 “There were so many master 

teachers	and	outstanding	commu-
nicators,” he said, as he rhymed 
off names like John Barton, Mike 
McGill, Charles White, Paul Arcu-
lus, Gail Chellew as just a few of 
those he admired. There are far 
too many to mention, but others 
who left a lasting memory include 
Talia Moore, Peter Chellew, John 
Rodway and Stan LeFort.
 “I was honoured to be given the 
opportunity to teach at PPHS by 
principal Grant MacDonald, and 
was aware of the high standards 
set by Grace Hastings and Peter 
Chellew,” he said.
 When he began teaching, he 
said	he	felt	a	huge	responsibility	to	
sustain	 the	great	music	programs	
which were already in place, while 
striving	to	set	even	higher	goals.
	 Some	 of	 his	 proudest	 accom-
plishments were the successes of 
the Girls Ensemble, Senior Con-
cert Band, Jazzmerize and the 
production of Trial By Jury.
 After a sterling career at Port 
Perry, Russ headed down the road 
to Oshawa to teach at O’Neill Col-
legiate. The move to O’Neill didn’t 
break his ties with Port Perry, as 
he continued to live in the town un-
til 1996. He also kept in constant 
contact with Charles White and 
Peter Chellew, conducting work-
shops	 and	 organizing	 a	 series	 of	
concerts at Town Hall 1873.
 After 15 years years teaching 
in Oshawa, Russ left O’Neill Col-
legiate	 and	 accepted	 a	 teaching	

position in B.C. He said the move 
was brought about partially by 
what he called “a deterioration in 
funding	 to	 schools	 and	 the	 social	
welfare system in Ontario under 
the Harris government,” but also 
because he was excited about a 
new teaching opportunity.
 He arrived in B.C. only to find 
that the school in which he was 
going to teach was almost a rep-
lica of PPHS in size, although the 
community was a little more of a 
country	setting.	
 Once again his roots to Port 
Perry came into play. A couple of 
years ago he contacted Charles 
White and the two former col-
leagues	 collaborated	 in	 a	 very	
successful	 exchange	 of	 music		
students. He’s been teaching mu-
sic	 in	 the	 Langley	 school	 for	 the	

past	eight	years.
 Like all teachers, Russ is very 
proud	 of	 the	 remarkable	 achieve-
ments	 of	 some	 of	 his	 former	 stu-
dents. He noted Bev Foster, Ste-
ven Hanson, Mary McKelvey and 
Peter Smith who have gone on to 
successful careers in music, and 
others who have excelled in other 
fields.
	 “I	 hope	 they	 recall	 their	 high	
school	 years	 as	 being	 more	 re-
warding because of their involve-
ment in music,” he concluded.

Drop	us	a	line	if	there’s	someone	
you’d	like	us	to	contact	for	this	feature.	
All submissions will be filed for future 
consideration.	Remember	to	provide		
name,	current	address,	phone	number	
and	email,	if	possible...	and	send	to:
focus@observerpub.ca

Russ Baird
					 ... just loves to make music

Now?are they
   hereWBY J. PETER HVIDSTEN
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Spring brings out the worst in our roads

 With more than 400 kms of roads throughout Scugog, the 
township’s roads crews are kept busy year-around trying to 
keep roads in good repair and motorists happy.
 Each year, as the township shifts from winter to spring, 
the job becomes even more difficult. Roads begin their an-
nual cracking, heaving and flooding as snow melts and frost 
breaks through ashphalt.
 Of course one of the biggest concerns and frustrations of 
motorists are potholes. 
 Earlier this spring, a group of disgruntled homeowners in 
the Castle Harbour subdivision, north of Port Perry, ascend-
ed on council. They brought with them a petition signed by 
more than 70 area property owners, and demanded immedi-
ate action to fix the deteriorating road conditions.
 While this type of mass-action is rare, the township does 
receive a fair number of complaints this time of the year.
 Focus took a drive around Scugog recently to see just how 
bad Scugog’s streets and roads are, and found they were 
probably not worse than any other spring.
 Many of the township’s roads are in need of extensive re-
pairs. They now show the signs of years of stress and ne-
glect, due mainly to a massive lack of funding for adequate 
rebuilding or repairs.
 As expected, during spring breakup, many of the sideroads 
and secondary streets were rough due to heaving and ruts 
caused by frost, and there were some large potholes found 
on a number streets, including the Castle Harbour area of 
which ratepayers complained earlier this year.
 Of all the main roadways travelled, it was those operated 
by the Region of Durham, which were by far, in the worst 
condition. Simcoe St., north of 7A Hwy., through the middle 
of Port Perry is a good example of a road in need of signifi-
cant upgrade and repair.
 Scugog certainly does have its share of road problems. 
 The recent $857,000 provincial grant for Scugog’s roads, 
bridges, should be a help  this year in moving forward with 
some of the worst problems, but will not go far in solving the 
entire underfunding situation.
 It appears a major lottery win will be the only way to solve 
the $70 million needed to bring Scugog Township’s roads 
back to respectibility.

Annual freeze-thaw cycle brings 
with it pot holes, cracked, rough 
roads and frustrated drivers

 “There are a lot of bad 
roads in Scugog... and it’s 
not that we don’t want to 
fix them all, but the crunch 
is in funding versus priori-
ties,” 

Mayor Marilyn Pearce - Feb. 13, 2006
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 If music is the language 
of heaven then local singer, 
songwriter and 
educator Bev Fos-
ter is one of the 
angelic choir.
 On April 29, she 
will be sharing of 
her many musi-
cal gifts in “That’s 
Entertainment” at 
Town Hall 1873. 
 Bev has recent-
ly been the Execu-
tive Director of the 
Ontario Vocal Fes-
tival and an accom-
panist for the Orpheus Choir 
of Toronto. She is currently in-
volved in a series called Entre 
Amis. Bev has also released 
an album of music, “Things 
That Remain” written with 
husband, Rob and daughter 

Aimee and recorded with the 
entire family.

 Represent-
ing Strongheart, 
Bev will call on 
her musical ex-
perience in the 
wholeness and 
freedom of ar-
rangements and 
voicings that will 
lift the human 
spirit and touch 
your heart.
 She is de-
lighted to be per-
forming in her 

hometown. She, Rob and chil-
dren, Aimee, Jeremy, Mark 
and Josee are residents of 
Port Perry.
 For more information 
please email info@strong-
heart.

Bev Foster returns to 
Town Hall 1873 for 
That’s Entertainment  

SCUGOG TRIVIA 
?

?
�. What year was it that Scugog Township refused 
to support the local Chamber of Commerce to have 
Port Perry declared a tourist area?
 Most of Ontario was closed to Sunday shop-
ping at this time, although many Port Perry stores 
flaunted the law and stayed open, declaring it was 
for	tourism.	
 The proposed bylaw would have allowed stores 
in Port Perry downtown to remain open ‘legally’ on 
Sundays and statutory holidays, but was defeat-
ed.
	 The year was? ���� ���� ���� ����

2. In October of what year was the badly decom-
posed	body	of	a	man	found	by	Scugog	Island	resi-
dent Jack Kane along Ghost Road?
 The man was identified as Alfred Meitner of 
Whitby. Charges of second degree murder were 
laid against an Ajax man who was found guilty.
	 The year was? ���� ���� ���2 ����

Answers- Question #1 - 1981    Question #2 - 1989

TEST YOUR MEMORY

Festival Days is dropped 
in favour of expanding 
Canada Day celebrations
 Festival Days, the largest and longest running annual summer 
event held in Port Perry has been scrapped. 
 After providing entertainment to residents and visitors for more 
than three decades, Scugog Chamber of Commerce president 
Craig Taylor announced recently it would be replaced this sum-
mer by an expanded Canada Day celebration.
 Originally operated as Western Weekend, the festival was 
launched the year after Port Perry’s Centennial Celebrations, 
which were held in June 1971. 
 Dr. Bill Cohoon was president of the Chamber of Commerce 
in 1972, and when informed the event would be terminated, he 
commented that transition was necessary and that the festival had  
evolved many times over the years.”
 “Transition is good, no matter what it’s called. I’m not stuck on 
it having to be the same,” he said.
 Richard Drew, John Williams and Ken Dowson, were on the 
original organizing committee of Western Weekend, and Mr. Drew 
voiced his disappointment at the termination of the event, but said 
he felt the spirit of the original festival had died years ago. 
 “I’m sorry to see it go, but it’s wasn’t like it used to be. We had a 
good time and I’ll miss it, but it was getting tired,” he said.
 In 1985, sensing the ‘western’ theme had become stale, Cham-
ber organizers changed the event’s theme to Festival Days. 
 With the demise of Festival Days the torch has passed and now 
organizers can begin an new era with an exciting and expanded 
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 Members of the Blackstock 
Lions Club  had a bang-up cel-
ebration to mark the quarter 
century of service to the com-
munity Sunday, April 9th.
 The Blackstock Recreation 
Hall was packed with Lions 
Club members, spouses and 
guests from a number of other 
Lions Clubs from the district.
 Blackstock Lions Club held 
it’s first Charter night Saturday, 
April 11, 1981 at old Blackstock 
Hall, with more than 200 club 
members and guests present. 
 When the Blackstock Lions 

Club formed there 
were 33 Charter 
members. They were: 
Merve Bayley; Ernie 
Swain, Merv Brisco, 
Jim Waldriff, John 
Larmer, Al Poirier, 
Ken Lee, Blair Martyn, 
Mike Post; Cliff Trapp, 
Don Cliff, Roger Sim-
mons, Lorne Clark and 
Ivan Thompson. Mer-
lin Suggitt, Roy Turner, 
president, Ray Wright; 
Bill Turner, Ron He-
wat, Blake Gunter, Bill 
Chamberlain, Cliff Dav-
is, Earl Hartley; Bob 
Heys, Steve Krajcik, 
Barry Rorher; Charlie 
Sharpe, Butch Simms, 
Jim Sloane, Kerry Um-
phrey, Walter Welts 
and Jack Hall.
 Over the past quar-
ter century the club 
has raised funds and 
took part in many in-
ternational, district 
and local projects.
 A few of the local projects 
they have assisted are: minor 
softball, the high school band 
and commencements, Com-
munity Memorial Hospital,  
public school reading program 
and many more.

Roy	Turner,	president	of	the	Black-
stock	 Lions	 Club	 with	 the	 club’s	
Charter	on	Saturday,	April	11,	1981.

Blackstock Lions 25 years young

Scugog in bloom 
at garden show

 
 Everything will be coming up roses and daffodils 

and tulips later this month as the Pine Ridge Garden 
Club hosts its annual garden show in Port Perry.
 The Scugog Community Centre will be the setting for the club’s 
Spring Garden Show, co-hosted by the Township of Scugog.
 The show will feature a number of guest speakers, exciting dem-
onstrations and a variety of knowledgeable vendors who will be 
providing new ideas, information and garden products.
 The show takes place at 1655 Reach St. in Port Perry on Satur-
day, April 22nd and Sunday, April 23rd from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
 Admission to the show is $4.00 per day or $6.00 for a weekend 
pass.

Blackstock	Lions	celebrated	their	25th	Charter	Anniversary	at	the	Blackstock	
Recreation	 Hall,	 Sunday,	April	 9,	 with	 more	 than	 100	 members	 and	 guests	
attending. Above, the five remaining Charter Members gathered for a picture. 
From	left,	Don	Cliff,	Merline	Suggitt,	Ernie	Swain,	Ken	Lee	and	Blair	Martyn.

Photo	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten

1980 / 81  ROY TURNER 
1981 / 82 RAY WRIGHT
1982 / 83 BILL TURNER 
1983 / 84 DON CLIFF
1984 / 85 KEN LEE 
1985 / 86 ERNIE SWAIN
1986 / 87 ROB MAIRS 
1987 / 88 BLAIR MARTYN
1988 / 89 RAY WRIGHT 
1989 / 90 ERNIE SWAIN
1990 / 91 DAVE WILSON 
1991 / 92 BILL INGRAM
1992 /93 HOWARD GAUTHIER 

1993 /94 BLAIR MARTYN
1994 /95 DON CLIFF 
1995 / 96 ROB MAIRS
1996 /97 CARTER ROBERTS 
1997 /98 DENZIL MOORE
1998 / 99 KEN HUDSON 
1999 /2000 KEN HUDSON
2000 / 01 BRUCE COLWELL 
2001 / 02 CHRIS HUDSON
2002 / 03 CHRISTINE CLIFF 
2003 /04 ELEANOR COLWELL
2004 /05 ROB MAIRS 
2005 / 06 SUSAN CAREY-GREEN

BLACKSTOCK LIONS  CLUB PRESIDENTS

     

Business Beat

Charter Members of Blackstock Lions Club

Special night for ladies
 Members of the Port Perry BIA are planning for the downtown’s 
third annual Ladies Night. The popular event is being held this 
year on April 27 between 6 and 10 p.m.
 Residents and visitors to the community are invited to come and 
enjoy cruising through the unique shops and restaurants in Port 
Perry’s popular downtown district.
 There will be special treats and give-aways in some of the par-
ticipating stores. For more information call (905) 985-4971.

Trunkload of treasures
 If your planning on doing some spring cleaning and are looking 
for a way to turn your unwanted treasures into cash, then you’ll 
want to head for Scugog Shores Museum on May 22nd. 
 The museum grounds will be open for vendors to drive in and 
sell yard sell items from car trunks or back of their trucks. Anyone 
can take part of this unique “tailgate” sale by reserving a space in 
advance, for only $20. 
 All proceeds of the sale will be used for the benefit of Scugog 
Shores Historical Museum. For more information or for vendors 
spaces call 905-985-3589.
 Scugog Shores Museum is located just east of Port Perry. Take 
7A Hwy to the top of Scugog Island, turn left to 16210 Island Rd.
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BY BARBARA HUNT

Sunleite
Health
Centre

Business Beat

 Sunleite Integrative Health Centre officially 
opened	on	Sat.	April	8,	2006	with	a	ribbon	cut-
ting	by	Mayor	Marilyn	Pearce.	Pictured	above	
are	 Brenda	 Leite,	 right,	 with	 assistant	 Jayne	
Manwaring	and	administrator	John	Patterson.	

 With health being one of the leading con-
cerns of an aging Canadian population, it is 
only natural that entrepreneur, Brenda Leite 
has received some deserved attention as the 
most recent addition to the healthcare com-
munity.
 Sunleite Integrative Health Center re-
cently opened at 188 Mary Street in Port 
Perry, in the former Star Office Centre quar-
ters. The bright, new professional offices are 
inspired with Leite’s commitment to her role 
in the community.
 As a natural medicine practitioner, well 
on her way to earning her Doctorate in 
Natural Medicine, Leite utilizes only natural 
agents and forces to assist her patients. 
 On a weekly basis, she augments her 
courses with practical mentoring from Dr. 
Sheila McKenzie-Barnswell in Toronto who 

is a Doctor of Homeopathic and Orthomo-
lecular Medicine. 
 Leite, a former architectural designer for 
many years, has had a life-long interest in al-
ternative approaches to the human body.
 “Fate put me on a four-hour train trip to 
Moose Factory where I was seated beside a 
Cree police officer,” she recounts. “He was 
so enthusiastic about helping his aborigi-
nal community, especially youth overcome 
health and addiction struggles, that he in-
spired me to follow my dream.”
 Leaving her design-build business be-
hind, Leite moved from Claremont to Port 
Perry in 2003. Despite her hectic schedule 
with young daughters and a son, she began 
dedicating herself to the rekindled passion 
of her life. In 2004, she settled on a 30-acre 
farm named “Bimadosiwin” (aboriginal for 
“honour yourself”) which will be converted 
into a retreat center come summer. 
 From the moment that you enter the Sun-
leite Integrated Health Center to be greeted 
by receptionist/assistant, Jayne Manwaring, 
you will be impressed with the dynamic team 
of professionals that Leite has gathered un-
der one roof. And with husband, John Patter-
son, who doubles as administrator, she has 
outfitted the Center with some of the most 
innovative services available.
 “My present qualifications enable me 
to provide many natural healing modalities 
for the body, mind and spirit,” she explains, 
and lists nutritional medicine, homeopathy, 
manual medicine therapies, detoxification 
and weight loss programs, as some of the 
services she will provide.
 Along with Pam Beach and Sue Kern, 
Leite hopes to assist patients of all ages to 
heal naturally by assessing the total mind, 
body, spirit connection right down to the cel-
lular level in order to strike a balance in the 
most natural way.
 She is most pleased with the dedicated 

thermography clinic on-site. “It has long 
been used in Europe for breast and body 
scan, but for some reason, hasn’t managed to 
gain widespread recognition in North Amer-
ica,” she says. This gem, otherwise known 
as Digital Infrared Imaging (DII), analyzes 
the temperature variations of skin and tissue 
employing an ultrasensitive camera and state 
of the art software. It aids in much earlier 
detection of cancerous and pre-cancerous 
masses by sensing higher chemical and vas-
cular activity at the metabolic level.
 Sunleite Health Centre will also provide 
an infrared sauna to help detoxify those pa-
tients who cannot tolerate conventional sau-
nas’ higher operating temperatures. “Our 
sauna is completely safe for children, the 
elderly and those with cardiovascular con-
cerns because it creates a healthy purifying 
sweat at 40 degrees Celsius.” she said.
 Detoxification, increase in immune 
response, drainage of nasal and sinus pas-
sages, managing of high cholesterol, blood 
pressure and diabetes as well as reducing 
the discomfort of fibromyalgia, arthritis and 
chronic fatigue are all known benefits.
 Even though the Center offers quite con-
ventional services such as physical assess-
ments, homeopathic evaluations or foot spas, 
energy mirroring and energy enhancement 
require a greater patient acceptance of the 
use of subspace. 
 Energy mirroring is performed by a tech-
nician who reads the patient’s energy field at 
the cellular level and then clears interfering 
energy accumulated through physical, emo-
tional, spiritual, hereditary, acquired or envi-
ronmental trauma by using feedback skills.
 Whether it’s an intricate piece of equip-
ment, or a compassionate ear involved in the 
healthcare dispensed, Brenda Leite and her 
staff at the Sunleite Integrative Health Cen-
ter have much to be proud of. 
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	 Brenda	Leite,	naturotherapy	practioner,	relaxes	
at her desk prior to the official opening of the new  
Sunleite	 Integrative	 Health	 Centre,	 which	 took	
place	on	Sat.	April	8,	2006.

Alternative health care 
facility opens in Scugog
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	 One	of	the	strangest	events	ever	
to	be	reported	in	the	early	press	took	
place in September 1877 when a 
gruesome discovery was made on the 
newly acquired Property of William 
Byam, near Greenbank.
 The Byams had been clearing their 
land	of	stumps	in	preparation	for	the	
planting of crops, when one large 
stump attracted his attention. The 
stump	had	been	inverted	and	stood	out	
somewhat notably from all the others.
 Mr. Byams, being a superstitious 
man, became overwhelmed with fear 
and	he	could	not	face	the	prospects	of	
handling the stump alone. So, he sum-
moned his 15-year-old son John, and 
Edward Burton, a young lay preacher 
at the Manchester Methodist Church to 
take	over	the	task.
 By the time the two fearful souls 
made their way to the field, twilight was 
rapidly approaching, but they contin-
ued	on	their	eerie	trek	and	found	their	
way to the mysterious stump as dark-
ness	gathered.

	 When	they	began	to	investigate	the	
stump, in order to find a spot to apply 
leverage to move it, they discovered a 
glimpse	of	a	human	bone.	With	a	little	
further investigation, it appeared that 
the bones were part of a whole corpse. 
The poor victim appeared to be a red-
headed	young	man.
 They quickly covered the grizzly 
discovery and made their way to Man-
chester	to	gather	all	the	appropriate	
authorities	and	bring	them	to	the	site.

 Along the way 
they	stopped	at	
various	homestead	
to	inform	them	of	
the ghastly find. By the time they ar-
rived in Manchester, a large crowd had 
gathered.	Like	a	shock	of	electricity	the	
alarm	spread	over	the	entire	village.
 The local undertaker was sum-
moned	and	he	immediately	suggested	
that	they	all	return	to	the	site	of	the	
poor victim. Even though it was almost 
10 o’clock in the evening, some 25 

souls joined in the expedition back to 
the Byam’s property.
 With the aid of lanterns and fire-
brand, they made their way through 
the field in silence, and arrived at the 
stump. No one had the courage to 
expose the corpse, but finally after a 

lengthy debate, a volunteer was found 
and given instructions about how to re-
move	the	soil	gently	so	that	the	corpse	
would not be further disfigured.
 While the crowd circled the stump, 
the volunteer with his spade gently and 
carefully	removed	one	small	clump	of	
soil	at	a	time.
	 	
	 		

A	deathly	hush	pervaded	the	scene	
until	hair	and	skin	began	to	appear.	
A	gasp!	An	exclamation	of	horror	and	
disgust! A few more shovel fulls  and 
there stretched before them, in all its 
serenity	lay	the	remains	of	a	used	
up horse, grinning back at them and 
seemingly somewhat annoyed at being 
disturbed.
 At that point the entire crowd, sens-
ing	the	embarrassment	and	the	poten-
tial for ridicule at their gullibility, quickly 
disappeared.	When	the	reporter	from	
The Observer tried to interview citizens 
of Manchester the following Monday, 
everyone	had	an	alibi	for	their	absence	
from	the	morbid	scene.
 Everyone, that is, except poor old 
William	Byam	and	the	young	preacher	
Edward Burton.

Preacher uncovers
gruesome discovery 
on Greenbank farm

Scugog Exposed is a monthly column devoted 
to exposing stories of Scugog’s fascinating past. 
Each month we’ll bring you surprising and almost 
unbelievable stories which will prove that some-
times the truth is stranger than fiction...

Scugog Exposed
BY J. PETER HVIDSTEN

During the tornado of 1850, it was reported that near Greenbank, a broken tree was ripped out of the ground by	 its	 roots	 and	 turned	 up-side down so that the top of the stump was driven into the ground and the roots were left	sticking	up	in	the	air.	 Is	 it	 possible	 this	 is	 the	same tree that was found years later on the Byams’ farm, with the skeleton of a horse under it?

Fact or
Fiction?

This column is reprinted 
from the book Scugog 
Exposed by J. Peter Hvid-
sten, which is available at 
Books Galore and Reid’s 
Independent, Port Perry

There was a gasp 
of horror and disgust

Corpse with red hair 
under stump
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T           he Scugog Choral Society  
        triumphs with its recent delightful produc-
      tion of Joseph and the Amazing Techni-
        color Dreamcoat at Town Hall 1873.
 The show, which is based on the Bible story of Joseph, 
tells the story of Joseph, who is sent away into slavery 
by his jealous brothers, but who tell their father that 
he has been killed.

 The Choral Society launched its 30th season 
with this ambitious project and played to full 
houses for most of the shows’ run. More than 
2,000 people attended the 11 per-
formances by the group.
 This page shows the cast in a 
few of the many delightful scenes 
throughout the story.   
 Hats off to director Michael 
Roantree, music director Alissa 
Smith and choreographer Carey 
Nicholson for their outstanding 
achievement.

 Top: cast gathers on stage for one of 
the colourful and enjoyable ensemble 
tunes.

Upper left: Jillian Watson and Carley 
Churchill. 

Bottom left: Joel Van Veghel and 
Brian Williston (front)

Upper right: Joel Van Veghel, as 
Joseph, in his coat of many colours.

Bottom right: from left, Kylie McCul-
lough, Alisa Walter, Joel Van Veghel, 
and Heather McCullough.

Photos	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten
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SUITE 202
1,416 sq. ft.

Luxury living near the lake
PORT PERRY

First offering of two luxury open concept apartments, in down-
town Port Perry, just steps from Palmer Park and

Lake Scugog. Enjoy Durham Region’s most exciting and popu-
lar shopping district just steps from your door. TWO LARGE

 NEW APARTMENTS
Features:
	 * Vaulted and 8.5 ft. ceilings
 * Large kitchen with new refrigerator,
    electric range and dishwasher
 * Quality kitchen cupboards
	 *	Spacious	living/dining	area
 * Large walk-in closets
 * Laundry room with washer and dryer
 * Plenty of storage space 
 * Spacious one bedrooms with ensuite
 * Ensuite with double sinks, full size 
    bathtub and shower
 * Upgraded washroom fixtures
 * Den/office or optional bedroom
	 *	Wired	for	cable	tv	and	telephone
	 *	Air-conditioning	and	ceiling	fans
 * Hardwood flooring, ceramic tile and
	 			luxurious	carpet	
 * Enjoy living at a convenient address
    with easy access parking

Apartment	Sizes:
 * Suite 202 - 1,416 sq. ft. 
 * Suite 203 - 1,746 sq. ft.

SUITE 203
1,746 sq. ft.

Apartments are located 
on the second floor of 

The Star Building 
 ��� Mary St., Port Perry

Both suites are currently 
under construction and are 

scheduled to be available for 
occupancy about July �, 200�

For	more	information	call

VALERIE EDEN
�05-��5-��2�
�05-��5-00��
www.valerieeden.com

Scugog Realty Ltd., Realtor
144 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ont.
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Focus On Scugog	 wants	 to	 keep	 you	 informed	 about	 the	 events	 and	
activities	which	will	be	taking	place	throughout	the	township	during	2006.	
Here	is	a	listing	of	some	of	the	many	events.	We	welcome	community	list-
ings from non-profit groups and organizations from all of Scugog Township. 
Send	a	brief	discretion	of	your	event	(max.	35	words)	by	email	to	focus@
observerpub.ca	today.	Deadline	for	submissions	for	the	next	issue	of	Fo-
cus	On	Scugog	is	April	28,	2006.

April 22, 200� - Town Hall Concert Series
Town Hall 1873 presented Quagmyre, a high-en-
ergy Celtic Rock band consisting of fiddles, vocals, 
guitars, drums, and step dancing, the group fuses 
Celtic themes with funk, rock and roll, and contem-
porary rhythms. Tickets are available at Henshall’s 
905-985-1965. Concert begins at 8 p.m.

April 2�, 200� - That’s Entertainment 
Town Hall 1873 presents the return of Bev Foster, 
who has been busy recording. Joining Bev will be 

Wendy Solomon, an accomplished professional musician. Showtime at 8 
p.m. For more information or tickets call 905-985-1965

April 22, 2�, 200� - �rd Annual Scugog Spring Garden Show 
Show held at Scugog Community Recreation Centre. Admission $4.00 or 
$6.00 for weekend pass. Time: 10:00am-5:00pm Saturday and Sunday. 
For more information call Brenda Robinson at 905-985-8698 or by email at 
brobinson@township.scugog.on.ca	

April 2�, 200� - Ladies Night
Get ready for downtown Port Perry’s 3rd Annual Ladies Night from 6-10pm. 
Residents and visitors can enjoy beautiful downtown Port Perry and the 
lakefront while experiencing the many beautiful shops and restaurants. 
Watch	for	in-store	promotions	and	special	treats.		

May �, 200� - Lake Scugog Spring Studio Tour 200� 		
Some of Scugog’s finest artistic talents will exhibit their work at this 7th an-
nual self-guided tour. See pottery, stained glass, paintings, photography, fi-
bre art, jewellery, and sculptures. For more information call 905-985-7418.

May 22, 200� - Gigantic Tailgate Sale	
Visit the Scugog Shores Historical Museum for the annual Gigantic Tailgate 
Sale, taking place on Monday, May 22nd from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. The Mu-
seum grounds will be open for all vendors to sell their yard sale treasures 
from	their	car.	Individuals	can	be	part	of	the	sale	by	reserving	their	space	in	
advance. The cost to reserve your space is $20. Call Shannon at 905-985-
3589 for more information.

June �, 200� - Canoe the Nonquon
The traditional canoe race down the Nonquon River and into Lake Scugog 
will be held on Saturday, June 3rd. Registration takes place Friday, June 

2nd from 6:00 - 9:00 pm and Saturday, June 
3rd from 7:00 - 9:00 am. Contact the Museum 
at 905-985-3589 for more information.

June 2�, 200� - Moonlight Madness 
Mark your calendars for this years’ Moonlight 
Madness! Downtown Port Perry stays open 
‘till way past bedtime! Most stores remain 
open until Midnight and offer savings of 20-
50% off. Info at www.discoverportperry.ca

July �, 200� - Canada Day Celebrations
All day event at Palmer Park. Live entertainment throughout the day. Chil-
dren’s activities, games, prizes and giveaways. Come for the day, stay for 
the fireworks at dusk. Sponsored by The Scugog Chamber of Commerce.

July �, 200� - Dragon Boat Races
The second annual dragon boat festival host-
ed by The Dragon Flies. Races cover 500m 
with three boats in each heat. The course will 
take place on Lake Scugog, from the west side 
of Scugog Island over to Palmer Park. Forty 
teams will take part in this year’s festival. 

July �, 200� - Museum Antique Show
The Scugog Shores Historical Museum will be hosting the annual Antique 
Show in the Village on Sunday, July 9th from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. Unique 
antique and collectible vendors from across Durham Region and the 
Kawartha Lakes. Admission to the event is $3 for adults, children under 12 
are free. For information call 905-985-3589.

July �5, ��, 200� - Mississaugas �0th Traditional Pow Wow   
Mississaugas of Scugog Island hold a gathering of First Nations people 
to celebrate their traditions through drum, dance, and song. Native food & 
crafts to be enjoyed. Sunrise ceremony both days. All welcome. For infor-
mation call 905-985-3337. Location 22521 Island Rd.

July 22, 200� - Highands of Durham Games   
Highland Games with Heavy Events, Pipe Bands, 
Highland Dance Competition, Scottish Breed Dog 
Show, British Cars & Bikes, Celtic Entertainment, 
Highland Cattle, Aberdeen Angus Show, Clydesdale 
Show. Two exciting days of activities, July 22, 23.  
For information call 888-253-5552.

August 25, 2�, 200� - Blackstock Fair
Demo derby opening night, Parade, Livestock shows, 
Horse pull, Agricultural tent, 4-H Achievement day, 
Homecraft displays, Kid’s World, ATV, Dog obstacle 
course, Dance. For information 905-986-0035.

     A look at some of the many events       scheduled for the summer 2006

 What’s Up Scugog? 
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EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed 
by columnists, contributors and letter writ-
ers are not necessarily those of Focus On 
Scugog. Letters must be signed and the 
telephone number (which will not be pub-
lished) included. Requests that a name be 
withheld will be honoured only if there is a 
compelling reason to do so. Errors will be 
corrected if brought to the editor’s atten-
tion. We reserve the right to edit or refuse 
publication of any material submitted. 

ADVERTISING POLICY: The publisher is not 
liable for slight changes or typographical 
errors that do not lessen the value of an 
advertisement. The publisher is not liable 
for other errors or omissions in connection 
with any advertisement in any subsequent 
issue or the refund of any monies paid for 
the advertisement. All claims of error in 
publication must be made within one week 
of each month’s publication, and, if not 
made, will not be considered. No claim will 
be allowed for more than one insertion.

Our Cover Picture
The picture on the cover of 
this issue of Focus On Scugog 
was taken during Canoe the 
Nonquon last year, and shows 
a canoe in the racing class 
making its way along the river 
near the 10th concession. 

T	 	 				here’s	been	a	considerable	amount	
	 												written	and	speculated	about	the
	 	 		arrival	of	the	world’s	largest	retailer	
															at	the	west	entrance	of	Port	Perry	
														over	the	past	few	weeks.
	 And	like	almost	all	issues,	there	are	those	
in	favour	and	those	strongly	opposed.	
	 It’s	understandable	that	local	merchants		
are	concerned,	and	in	fact	nervous,	because	
the	very	existence	of	their	businesses	could		
be	impacted	by	such	a	huge	development.
	 But	at	the	same	time,	merchants	should	be	
careful	not	to	be	lured	into	quoting	misleading	
or	false	information	with	nothing	to	back	up	
their	concerns.
	 It’s	easy	to	say	“10	per	cent	of	a	business	
will	be	lost,”	or	“our	roads	can’t	handle	
increased traffic,” or “stores will leave the 
downtown”...	but	hard	facts	are	needed	to		
back	this	type	of	statement	up.
	 On	the	other	hand,	the	general	public	should	
be	wary	of	what	they	wish	for.	Scugog	residents	
can	already	access	most	big	box	stores	in	less	
than	15	minutes,	so	where	is	the	need?
	 Generally	speaking,	corporate	stores	are	not	
as	generous	to	organizations	and	fund	raisers	
as	the	owners	of	small	local	operations,	who	
constantly	provide	donations	and	prizes	for	
worthy	community	events	and	projects.

	 Just	this	month,	the	Port	Perry	Scout	Hall	
was	the	recipient	of	a	helping	hand	from	
a	number	of	local	business	people	for	the	
installation	of	a	new	roof	on	the	aging	building.	
	 Suppliers	supplied,	labourers	laboured	and	
truckers	trucked.	Time	and	material	were	being	
generously	donated	to	assist	in	the	restoration	
of	the	hall.
	 It’s	this	type	of	community	co-operation	that	
could	be	damaged,	if	in	fact	the	merchant’s	
predictions	of	a	decline	in	revenues	holds	true.
	 Less	revenues	in	the	cash	register	
understandably equals less profits, and less 
profits means the ability to provide assistance 
and	donations	will	be	reduced.
	 We	all	know	the	Walmarts	of	this	world	will	
survive	without	Port	Perry,	so	the	question	
really	becomes...	how	will	its	arrival	affect	our	
fragile	business	centre?
	 The	west	end	of	Port	Perry	was	zoned	
commercial	years	ago	so	there	is	no	doubt	it	
will	be	developed	in	the	near	future.
	 But	we,	the	residents	of	this	community,	
should encourage our municipal officials and 
the	developers	that	the	proposed	development	
should	be	limited	to	the	size	already	approved.
	 Let’s	give	our	local	business	community		
time	to	adjust	to	already	approved	development,	
before	increasing	it	by	another	200,000	sq.	ft.
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Peter
 What an inspiring idea! 
Publishing a magazine that 
promotes in a positive and 
informative way, the heritage 
and all the good works going 
on in a local community.
 It is about time we recog-
nize all of the great things 
being done at the grass roots 
level.
 Keep this marvelous cata-
lyst coming. It will reap ben-
efits by ten fold.

Larry Doble

Peter
 I really enjoyed reading 
the first issue of Focus On 
Scugog. It is very impres-
sive, informative and enter-
taining.
 I especially enjoyed ‘This 
Old House’, ‘Thumbs Up! 

Thumbs Down!’ and the 
story about the preacher un-
covering the skeleton near 
Greenbank.
 Keep up the good work.

Barb Malone

Dear Peter,
 I just thought I would take 
a moment to write and con-
gratulate you and your staff 
at “Focus on Scugog” on a 
very refreshing magazine.
 I enjoyed it cover to cover 
and especially the “Did You 
Know” and the “Thumbs Up 
Thumbs Down” features.
 It had a very professional, 
clean, crisp look to it and my 
hat is off to all of you!

MaryAnn Fleming

P.S. Looking forward to the 
next one!

Dear editor...
 Mailbox
Readers enjoy first issue of Fo-

Businesses face
new challenge

WE LOVE LETTERS - Drop us a line today at: focus@observerpub.ca

Dear Editor
 Progress, or at least a ren-
dition of progress, is inevita-
ble and it appears that Scugog 
Township is faced once again 
with a challenge to our unique 
position as the “Gem of the 
Region” (my own words) and 
we are indeed going to be 
faced with the Big Box phe-
nomenon. 
 Well, so what?  Irrespec-
tive of the survey that says we 
are ripe for Sir Sam Walton, 
we know how flawed surveys 
can be.  Let us get on with it!  
 I drove through Norwood 
on the way to Ottawa this 
morning.  I am sure that any-
one doing statistics would say 
that 90% of the traffic in Nor-
wood was from out of town, 
with money to spend.  They 
would be correct, but … (not 
that there is anything wrong 
with Norwood).
 1. Let us focus on a broad-
er spread of the Commercial/ 
Industrial tax base. That 
would be good for most of the 
people.

Please turn to page 6  
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 Dan Denby has been selected as this year’s 
Volunteer of the Year for Scugog Shores  
Museum. Mr. Denby received the honour on April 
27, during the museum’s Volunteer Appreciation 
Day, for his contribution of time and energy over 
the past year.  Dan has been focusing his talents 
this year on the Ojibway Lands Program at the 
Museum.  
 Dan volunteered three months of his time 
to the “Transferring Gifts from Mother Earth” 
project last year.  This year he is helping with the 
restoration of a wigwam and will be involved in 
the building of an authentic birch bark canoe at 
the Museum.
 Ralph and Vilma Giannini were also honoured 
for their lifetime involvement with the Scugog 
Shores Museum.  Ralph has been a dedicated  
volunteer and a fixture at every museum event 
happily barbecuing hamburgers, hot dogs and 
sausages at the food booth beside the Head 
Church, while Vilma serves inside the booth.  
 Vilma has also been the Treasurer of the  
Historical Society for 15 years. The Gianninis 
were presented with a watercolour painting of 
the Museum’s Head Church as a symbol of their 
lifetime contributions to the Museum.

By Paul Arculus

Museum pays 
tribute to three
top volunteers

Scugog Shores 
Museum’s top  

volunteers were 
honoured recently 

at a special  
Volunteer of the 
Year ceremony 

at the museum. 
Honoured this  

year were  
Dan Denby, right, 

Volunteer of the 
Year; and Ralph 

and Vilma  
Giannin, seen  

here with  
Museum Director  

Craig Belfrey. 
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Up the lazy river...
Canoe enthusiasts ready to dip 

their paddles into Nonquon River
	 Have	you	ever	thought	you’d	
like	 to	 go	 for	 a	 26	 km	 tour	 of		
the	 Nonquon	 River	 and	 Lake	
Scugog?	 	 Well	 here	 is	 your	
chance!	
	 The	38th	running	of	the	popu-
lar	 Canoe	 the	 Nonquon	 is	 set	
to	 take	place	on	June	3,	2006.	
You	don’t	have	 to	be	an	expert	
canoeist	 as	 there	 are	 several	
classes	 of	 participation,	 from	
kayaks	 and	 racing	 skulls,	 to	
those	 who	 want	 to	 just	 have	 a	
leisurely	 paddle	 in	 the	 recrea-
tional	class.	
	 Entrants	 can	 do	 the	 relaxing	
18	 km	 river	 section	 from	 the		
entry	 point	 to	 Robinglade	 or,	 if	
you	 are	 tough	 enough,	 try	 the	
whole distance and finish to wild 
applause	at	Palmer	Park	in	Port	
Perry.		
	 The	event	 is	 carefully	 super-
vised	 with	 timers	 and	 observ-

ers	every	 few	kilometers	 linked		
by	 radio	 throughout	 the	 whole	
distance.
	 Registration	 is	 at	 the	 Lat-
cham	 Centre	 at	 the	 Port	 Perry	
waterfront,	on	Friday,	June	2nd	
from	6:00	p.m.	to	9:00	p.m.	and	
on	 the	 day	 of	 the	 race,	 Satur-
day,	June	3rd	from	6:00	a.m.	to		
9:00	a.m.
	 The	entire	entry	fee	of	$30.00	
per canoe goes to help finance 
activities	 and	 displays	 at		
Scugog	Shores	Museum.
	 Participants	can	start	their	trek	
up	the	river		Saturday,	June	3	at	
anytime	between	7:00	and	9:30	
a.m.	at	the	bridge	over	the	Non-
quon	near	the	10th	Concession.
 At the finish, Palmer Park, a 
number	of	activities	will	be	 tak-
ing	 place	 including	 a	 visit	 from	
the	radio	controlled	model	boats	
in	front	of	the	Latcham	Centre.

	 The	emphasis	is	on	the	fun	of	the	event	and	all	participants	are	
eligible	for	the	draw	prizes	at	the	conclusion.	Information	and	entry	
forms	can	be	obtained	from	Shannon	Kelly	at	the	Museum	at	(905)	
985-3589.
	 So,	get	out	your	paddles	and	practice	your	stroke,	so	that	you	
don’t	leave	yourself...	up	the	creek.

By Paul Arculus
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																							red	Walker	had	hardly	lived	a	sedate	life	before	he
	 	 							collapsed	and	died	last	year.
	 													In	his	early	60s,	he	could	have	looked	back,	had	time
																	allowed,	on	46	years	teaching	martial	arts.	For	the	last	17,	
he’d	operated	fulltime	at	his	Martial	Arts	and	Wellness	Center	
on	Simcoe	Street	in	Port	Perry.	He	and	wife,	Cathy	con-
verted	this	former	daycare	facility	and	one-time	Pen-
tecostal	Church	into	a	4,000	square	foot	dojo	in	early	
April	1989.
	 Fred	admits	that	the	introduction	of	Judo	in	the	
1964	 Olympics	 when	 he	 was	 only	 15	 made	 a	
powerful	impression.	At	that	time,	the	practice,	
which	 ascribes	 to	 “do”	 (the	 way)	 and	 is	 more	
reverent	that	the	“gitsu”	(or	martial	faction),	was	
re-aligned	as	a	sport	with	rules	and	referees.
	 Within	 a	 few	 years,	 his	 mother	 requested	
guidance	for	younger	twin	brothers,	Harvey	and	
Victor,	so	Fred	cleared	the	basement	of	a	Queen	
Street	variety	store	(now	Luke’s)	for	the	Port	Per-
ry	Judo	Club.	Through	 the	1970s,	he	shepherded	
them	 to	black	belts	always	 teaching	a	non-competi-
tive,	self-development-oriented	variety	of	martial	art.
	 Fred	spent	several	years	 in	Vancouver	at	security	and	 intelli-
gence	work	with	the	RCMP	before	returning	to	Port	Perry.	
	 From	 his	 Cochrane	 Street	 home,	 he	 began	 teaching	 private	
students	on	a	part-time	basis.	During	the	1980s,	Fred	founded	the	
Durham	Center	for	the	Deaf	in	Oshawa	spurred	on	by	new	technol-
ogy	that	he	saw	in	his	police	work.
	 He	became	an	Evangelical	lay	minister	and	served	the	United	

Church	 in	 Myrtle.	 He	 also	
helped	found	the	Free	Chris-
tian	 Church	 for	 the	 Deaf	 in	
Oshawa	 and	 added	 Reiki	
master	to	his	repertoire.

 Although physically fit, Fred found occasions of breathlessness 
after 2002 which doctors labeled acid reflux. Using Reiki tech-
niques,	he	often	slowed	his	breathing	and	held	hand	to	heart.	
	 He	sought	healthful	 remedies	and	 in	2005,	discovered	a	new	
nutritional	 product	 that	 stimulates	 the	 pituitary	 gland	 to	 produce	

more	HGH	in	an	aging	body.	He	was	so	impressed	that	he	estab-
lished	 a	 business	 relationship	 with	 the	 seven-year	 old	 SomaLife	
International,	based	in	Kelowna,	British	Columbia.
	 With	his	background,	Fred	made	a	perfect	speaker	and	C.O.O.	
	 Marlies	White,	wife	of	co-founder	Dr.	Phillip	White	prevailed	on	
him	to	attend	their	April	2005	conference.	Due	to	an	airline	bank-
ruptcy,	Fred	travelled	without	Cathy.
	 At	 the	Saturday	evening	dinner	dance,	Fred	began	 to	experi-
ence	chest	pains	and	burning	in	his	legs.	Minutes	later	he	collapsed	
and	 felt	 the	 sensation	 of	
floating backwards.
	 	 	 Even	 having	 two	 illus-
trious	 doctors	 such	 as	

former	Chief	of	Staff,	Dr.	
White	and	his	business	partner	Dr.	McCloud	onsite,	meant	no	
guaranteed	outcome.	
	 Dr.	McCloud,	who	began	CPR	and	breathing,	 reportedly	
said, ”He [Fred] was dead before he hit the floor.”  Dr. White 
fractured	three	of	Fred’s	ribs	applying	chest	compressions.	
The	moments	ticked	by.	The	150	guests	formed	a	prayer	
and	healing	ring,	holding	hands	and	focusing	their	energy	
on	the	group.	
	 Fred	Walker	effectively	died	on	April	23,	2005.
 EMS arrived to resuscitate with Defib equipment 
a	discouraging	18	minutes	later.	They	restarted	his	heart	
and	transported	him	to	hospital	where	perplexed	nursing	

staff	 searched	 for	 co-enzyme	 in	his	blood	and	 traces	of	
heart	attack	on	his	EKG.

 Only an angiogram delivered confirmation. With Cathy, their son 
and	two	daughters	present,	Fred	prepared	for	double	bypass	sur-
gery.	However,	also	apparent	were	new	arteries	growing	from	the	
healthy	right	side	to	feed	the	blood-starved	quadrant	of	his	heart.	
To	the	staff	of	Victoria’s	Royal	Jubilee	Hospital,	this	was	unfathom-
able	–	hence	the	moniker	“Miracle	Man.”	Heart	arrhythmia	and	an-
gina	were	the	true	cause	of	past	discomfort.	Four	days	later,	Fred	
was	free	to	go.	
	 “Everyone	thinks	they	have	all	kinds	of	time,”	says	Fred	believ-
ing	his	crisis	was	meant	to	happen	in	the	presence	of	Drs.	White	
and	McCloud	 instead	of	working	his	27-acre	bush	near	Bobcay-
geon	or	conducting	classes	in	his	dojo.	“I’ve	learned	that	the	most	
important	 thing	 isn’t	 health	 after	 all,”	 he	 says.	 “It’s	 love.”	 Fred	 is	
convinced	that	through	the	love	of	the	prayer	circle	and	the	com-
passion	of	his	doctors	his	life	was	renewed.

By Barbara Hunt
Do you have a good story idea?  Call or email Focus today!

FRED WALKER
GETS SECOND

CHANCE AT LIFE!

“Fred was dead before he 
hit the floor.”    ...Dr. Philip White

FRED WALKER

Helped found church for 
the deaf in Oshawa

Miracle
      Man

F
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DID YOU KNOW - You’ll probably 
be happy to pay $1.00 a litre for gas 
this summer? Predictions are that 

the inflated gas prices we’re already 
experiencing will climb even higher over 
the next few months. Some say that pric-
es could soar eight to 10 cents, or more, 

above current prices. Average prices in the GTA recently were 
almost $1.03 litre, which means we could easily be topping $1.15 
this summer.
 Hard to believe $1.00 a litre is starting to look like a deal.

DID YOU KNOW - From the shoreline of Port Perry, Lake  
Scugog might not look that big, but it has an area of 8,262  
hectares (20,400 acres).  It has 82 kms (51 miles) of shoreline,  
a maximum depth of 7 metres (23 ft), and an average depth of  
1.4 m (4.5 feet). The lake is fed by the Nonquon and Layton Rivers 
and drained by the Scugog River into the Kawartha Lakes.
 Now you know why boats stir up so much mud and weed!

DID YOU KNOW - It really doesn’t matter whether we want, 
or don’t want a Walmart, Home Depot or any other large box 
store to settle on the western edge of Port Perry. Zoning along 
this stretch has been in place for years to accommodate such 
commercial enterprises. Whatever camp you’re in (the ‘for’ or 
‘against’), it’s only a matter of time until the land will be levelled 
and construction begins.
 We just wonder how many stores will leave the downtown to  
relocate out west with the big guys?
   
DID YOU KNOW - What we now know as the village of Epsom 
was originally named Ensign’s Corners after John Ensign who 
settled there in 1828. It later became known as Jockey Hill and 
then finally  Epsom in 1852. Epsom in England is home to one of 
the country’s most notable horse race tracks.
 Wonder where all the horses and jockeys have gone?

DID YOU KNOW - Scugog Township lowered the municipali-
ties flag to honour the four Canadian soldiers killed in Afghanistan  
last month, after Councillor Lynn Hodgson expressed his disap-
pointment at seeing flags in front of the building at full-staff. The  
issue arose after the federal government’s decision to keep flags on  
Parliament Hill, Ottawa flying high.
 While a commendable action, consistency is important, and we 
wonder if Scugog’s flag has in the past, or will in the future, be low-
ered for other soldiers killed in action around the globe?

DID YOU KNOW - Sometimes petitions really do work! Earlier 
this year residents of Castle Harbour petitioned Scugog Council to 
have their road repaired due to extreme deterioration. Recently 
the township responded by allocating $100,000 from the “Move 
Ontario Grant” to begin work this summer.
 Who said the squeaky wheel doesn’t get action?

DID YOU
KNOW?

SCUGOG TRIVIA 
?

?
�. In	 what	 year	 was	 it	 that	 Mayor	 Jerry	 Taylor		
announced	 his	 retirement	 as	 mayor	 of	 Scugog	
Township	after	17	years	on	 local	councils.	 It	was	
the	same	year	 former	mayor,	and	 regional	 coun-
cillor	 Lawrence	 Malcolm	 stepped	 down	 after	 an		
illustrious	 political	 career	 spanning	 30	 years	 in	
Cartwright	and	Scugog	Townships.

Was the year �9�8, �982, �98�, �988

2. Port Perry’s first Take-Out restaurant was opened 
in	1973	by	Doug	and	Marilyn	Hillier	and	their	chil-
dren	Barb,	Steve	and	Nancy.	 It	was	 located	along	
7A	Hwy.	on	the	current	Reid’s	Independent	property.	
They	ran	the	business	for	15	years	before	closing	in	
1988.	What	was	the	name	of	the	take-out?	
	 �. Hillier’s Chicken Take-Out
 2. Port Perry Take-Out
 �. Bayshore Take-Out
 �. Lake’s Edge Take-Out

TEST YOUR MEMORY

ANSWERS:		Question	#1	-	1988.			Question	#2	-	Bayshore	Take-Out	

Miracle
      Man



8    Focus On Scugog   focus@observerpub.ca

 
THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

 About 40 percent of the Port Perry Business Improve-
ment Area (BIA) members opposed a proposed change 
which would set minimum and maximum tax levels for 
members.
 The Ministry of Education earmarked $200,000 for 
the purchase of a site and $3 million for the construction 
of a new Catholic school in Scugog Township in 1993.
 “C’mon Geese,” a video produced and directed by Bill 
Lishman won the prestigious Gold Apple Award at the 
U.S. Educational Film and Video Festival.
 Dr. Tom Millar resigned as musical director of the 
Scugog Choral Society to devote more time to the Millar 
Lights, a children’s theatrical group he founded with his 
wife Catherine.
 J.D. Rodway and Jennifer Blanchard were crowned 
King and Queen at the Port Perry High School ‘At 
Home’.
 Greenbank residents served by the municipal water 
system are being asked to restrict their water use this 
summer in hopes of avoiding another water outage.
 Port Perry native Clair Cornish was a team member 
of the Memorial Cup winning Oshawa Generals.

Continued from page 1
 2. How about the spin-off of construction jobs, goods and servic-
es, local spending and more job opportunities for our citizens?  That 
would be good for our citizens.  
 3. Our infrastructure would require new investment; that would 
be good.  
 4. Maybe we can keep more shoppers in town?  That would be 
good too.
 I know those of us with major investments in the downtown core 
and the current larger stores around Port Perry who would like some 
time to recapture some of our investment could do without another 
challenge right now, but I think we have the mettle to rise to the chal-
lenge because we’ve had to so many times in the past.  
 Property rights are important!  If you own a piece of property and 
it is compliant within local zoning and planning let us be careful about 
asking government to interfere with private initiative.  Let’s don’t for-
get the greater good by focusing on our own interests.
 I am confident in the abilities of the People of Scugog Township.  
 Competition?  Bring it on!

Brian Callery
Perry Perry

P.S. “We have nothing to fear but fear itself”……I believe a great 
President of the United States once said.  Confidence in ourselves is 
Paramount I say!

 Mailbox
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Has served community for 150 years

Scugog Library
comes of age

 A century and a half of library service  
to Port Perry and Scugog Township.  
That’s quite an accomplishment, and no one 
is prouder than Tom Bonano, CEO of the 
Scugog Memorial Public Library. 
 Tom arrived in Port Perry in 1995 to  
take the helm of a flourishing facility at Port  
Perry’s waterfront and hasn’t looked back.
 In reflecting on his time at the library, 
Tom regards the rapid changes in electronic 
technology as the most challenging aspect  
of his administration. 
 “When I arrived, the computer had only 
just made a foothold. Now it occupies over 
50% of our activity,” he said.  
 Book renewals, research, and the 
availability of immediate data over the 
internet have changed the function and the 
way the library serves the community.
 “Four years ago our website had 800 hits 
per week. This year we are already over 
9,500 hits per week. Internet and computer 
courses are very popular here at the  
Library,” he added.
 Tom smiles with pride informing Focus 
On Scugog that the library website has been 
revamped and is now available to anyone 

who holds a library card, to access 
EBSCO  and other data bases free of 
charge.”
 “Even though we have the lowest  
operating budget of any library in this 
part of the province, we can boast 
the lowest cost per circulation. This 
means that we have, by far the largest 
circulation per square foot.”
 Even if we double our square 
footage we will still be well ahead of all 
medium sized libraries from Brockville 
to Thorold and beyond. And we do 
desperately need to double our floor space,” 
Mr. Bonano added.
 The Library has a full time staff 
of two, nine part time employees 
and many valuable volunteers. Tom 
obviously enjoys the challenge of his 
position in Port Perry, “We have such an 
appreciative clientele here,” he beamed. 
“With their continued support we can 
look forward to another 150 years.” 
 Readers can log on the Scugog 
Memorial Public Library site at www.
scugog-net.com/library.

                         By Paul Arculus

Grace	Milne
1967-1982

Edna	Ingram
1941-1967

Suzanne	White
1989-1994

Judy	McColl
1982-1989

Tom Bonano, CEO, Scugog Memorial Public Library, above and at right, with Mary Blake,  
Reference Assistant, during an special open house held at the library on April 20, to commemorate 
the 150th Anniversary of the public library system in Port Perry and Scugog Township. 

FORMER HEAD LIBRARIANS

Photos 
by JPH
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	To	the	planned	joint	visitor’s	business	center	that	
will	house	the	Township,	BIA	and	Chamber	of	Com-
merce offices on the ground floor of the new build-
ing adjacent to the municipal office. What we like 
the	most	is	washroom	services	seven	days	a	week	

for	visitors	and	shoppers.	There’s	long	been	a	need	of	ac-
cessible	washrooms	for	the	public,	and	having	been	caught	
short	 a	 few	 times	 while	 downtown	 ourselves,	 we	 thank	
whoever	made	this	happen.

To the very thought of a “Walmart” as the first sight 
you	see	when	you	enter	Port	Perry.	Just	what	our	
beautiful	town	needs;	a	superstore	at	its	entrance	
bringing	with	it	lots	of	low	paying	jobs.	Other	than	
tax	dollars,	why?	We	shudder	to	think	we	are	get-
ting	 closer	 and	 closer	 to	 looking	 like	 every	 other	 town	 in	
Ontario.	If	only	we	could	dare	to	be	different!

To	 downtown	 merchants	 for	 their	 colourful	 and	
tasteful	 spring	 window	 displays.	Yes	 the	 lake	 is	 a	
huge	draw,	but	we	hear	 time	and	 time	again	 from	
out-of-towners	 and	 tourists	 how	 great	 our	 down-
town	is.	The	fact	that	our	merchants	care	so	much	
about	presentation	says	a	lot	about	our	success	as	

a	shopping	destination.

To	 all	 those	 who	 worked	 diligently	 to	 ensure	 the	
Port	 Perry	 Fair	 will	 continue	 to	 operate	 from	 the	
local	fairgrounds	for	at	least	another	10	years.	As	
progress	 takes	hold	of	 the	community,	 it’s	nice	 to	
see	one	of	our	oldest	traditions	will	continue	unin-

terrupted	for	years	to	come.	

To officials of the Canada-Ontario Municipal Rural 
Infrastructure	Fund,	who	turned	down	Scugog’s	re-
quest	for	funding	to	rehabilitate	Old	Scugog	Road.	
The	$740,000	grant	would	have	ensured	the	work	
be	 done	 this	 year...	 now	 it’s	 back	 to	 the	 drawing	
board to find adequate funding to complete the job.

To	the	cowardly	rats	who	defaced	the	walls	of	R.H.	
Cornish	 and	 Port	 Perry	 High	 School,	 with	 racist	
slogans	and	symbols.	If	caught,	the	names	of	the	
perpetrators	who	wrote	these	offensive,	disturbing	
statements,	should	be	made	public	no	matter	what	
their	age,	and	as	punishment	should	be	ordered	to	perform		
community	work	in	the	institutions	they	chose	to	deface.	

Focus On Scugog welcomes emailed “THUMBS.” Whether “up” or “down” 
they will only be printed at the sole discretion of the publisher who reserves 
the right to refuse any “Thumbs” determined to be in poor taste. Submis-
sions will not be more than 50 words in length and must include your name, 
address, email contact, and telephone number for verification and clarifica-
tion purposes only. This information is confidential and will not be published 
without prior permission.

EMAIL YOUR SUBMISSIONS TO:   focus@observerpub.ca

Up & Down!
A monthly column devoted to recognizing 
events and decisions which effect the 
residents of Scugog Township, and rating 
each of them with a “Thumbs Up, or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs
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	 It	 was	 only	 a	 few	 years	 after	
Medical	 Associates	 was	 formed	
that	Dr.	John	and	Elaine	Hammett	
arrived	in	Port	Perry.	
	 John	joined	Medical	Associates	
as	a	partner,	along	with	Drs.	Bob	
Allin,	Bill	Cohoon	and	Ralph	Price	
in	1970.
	 John	began	his	medical	career	
here	 as	 a	 family	 physician,	 and	
carried	it	out	for	almost	20	years,	
before	selling	his	practice.
	 When	John	and	Elaine	arrived	
in	 town,	 they	 purchased	 an	 old	
century	home	on	Cochrane	St.	A	
number	of	years	later	they	moved	
one	door	south,	to	another	beau-
tiful	home.
	 It	 was	 here	 in	 Port	 Perry	 that	
the	 couple	 began	 their	 family.	
Their first born was Clayton in 
1971,	 followed	 by	 Maija,	 1973,	
and	Calvin,	1977.
	 Aside	from	John’s	medical	du-
ties,	both	he	and	Elaine	became	
very	involved	in	the	community.
	 Elaine	 was	 a	 member	 of	 the	
Library	 Board	 when	 the	 new		
Scugog	 Memorial	 Library	 was	
built	 on	Water	Street	 after	much	
controversy.
	 John	 was	 co-chairman	 of	 the	
original	 committee,	 formed	 to	
save	 Town	 Hall	 1873	 and	 was		
instrumental	in	its	restoration.
	 “We	have	many	fond	memories	
of	Port	Perry,”	Elaine	 told	Focus 
On Scugog.

	 Some	 of	 those	 memories	 in-
clude	 the	 many	 friends	 and	 ac-
quaintances	they	developed	dur-
ing	 such	 events	 as	 Canoe	 the	
Nonquon	and	while	 raising	mon-
ey	for	Town	Hall	1873	in		variety	
shows.
	 John	 retired	 from	 his	 practice	
and	returned	to	school,	while	still	
living	 in	 Port	 Perry,	 to	 complete	
his	Masters	degree.
	 Following	 his	 graduation,	 he	
worked	for	the	Ministry	of	Health	
at Queen’s Park for five years 
in	 the	 Underserviced	Areas	 pro-
gram.
	 This	 position	 required	 John	
to be away a lot, flying to small 
communities	 in	 the	 north.	 But	 it	
was	 also	 this	 introduction	 to	 the	
north	 that	 acquainted	 them	 with	
the	 beauty	 and	 vastness	 of	 our		
province	.
	 John	returned	to	family	practice	
after	 four	 years	 at	 this	 job,	 hav-
ing	missed	the	day	to	day	contact	
with	his	patients.
	 Then	 in	 1989,	 twenty	 years		
after	 settling	 in	 Port	 Perry,	 the	
Hammetts made the difficult deci-
sion	to	leave	the	town,	after	John	
accepted	a	job	offer.
	 The	 family	 pulled	 up	 stakes	
and	 moved	 to	 Kenora,	 Ontario,	
where	John	 took	up	 the	position	
of Medical Officer of Health for 
northwest	Ontario,	a	position	he’s	
held	 for	 the	past	16	years.	He	also	

has	 spent	 some	 time	 continuing	
his	family	practice.
	 The	 Hammetts	 have	 lived	 on	
The	 Lake	 of	 the	 Woods,	 near	

Kenora	since	they	left	Port	Perry,	
and	 now	 consider	 this	 beautiful	
area	 of	 the	 province	 their	 new	
home.

Far north lured John, 
Elaine Hammett from 
their Port Perry home

Where Now?are they

With over 130 years of Broker experience, 
Emmerson Insurance Brokers Ltd. have been 

serving Scugog Township and surrounding 
areas with Competitive, Comprehensive 

and Personalized service since 1917.
Dr. Craig Jeffery
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    Old House
This

 Most people who own historic century 
homes consider themselves custodians of 
the property until the next family moves in.
 This is certainly the case for Bob and 
Linda Hunter who have been living in the 
former McMillan stone house for the past 
30 years, and who have lovingly refurbished 
and maintained it to this day.
 As is the case with many rural proper-
ties, this Lot 16 Concession 12 property was 
originally a 200 acre parcel. It remained un-
der the ownership of Adam Rupert until it 
was sold to Archibald McMillan and his wife 
Isabella in 1851. The McMillans built a log 
home on the property.
 When Archibald died in 1856 Isabella 
continued to live here with two of her sons, 
James and William. Isabella died in 1874 
and the property was divided equally be-
tween the two sons with James owning the 
west half and William owning the eastern 

half. They continued to live in the log home 
until the present stone was completed in the 
1870s. 
 When William married, he and his wife 
Mary (Wallace) moved to a brick house 
that they had built on their eastern prop-
erty. They raised six children in that home. 
James married Anne Gibson. Eight children 
were born and raised in this comfortable 
stone home. James died in 1915 aged 77 and 
William died on January 8, 1918 at the age 
of 73.
 William and Mary’s oldest son George 
bought the eastern property from his father 
in 1899 and the western property from his 
uncle James in 1910. George married Mary 
Etta and together they raised ten children  
in the elegant stone home. The farm was  
divided again so that their sons could re-
main in Reach Township to farm. Their son

Home to McMillan and Hunter 
families for more than a century

Bob and Linda Hunter have owned this warm and inviting stone house, located near Greenbank, for more than 30 years.

The neat stonework on the west side 
and front of the house has raised 
white mortar giving the home a clas-
sic, formal look. This style of wall is 
most often referred to as Block or 
Random Ashler.

Continued next page
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This Old House
Howard McMillan bought the eastern farm and 
Armour bought the western half. 
 In 1954, Howard sold his farm to Neil Hunt-
er and in 1959 the farm was once again joined 
when the stone home and its land was also 
bought by Neil Hunter.  
 Neil’s son Robert (Bob) bought the farm 
from his father in 1976, and Bob and his wife 
Linda have lovingly restored the interior of 
the home.  They removed all the paint in order 
to return the pine floors, doors and stairs to 

their original luster. The 
windows were updated to  
modern safety and insu-
lation codes but retained 
their original form of 9 
panes over 9 on the main 
floor and 16 over 16 on the 
upper floor and the elegant 
gothic window over the en-
tranceway. 
 The Hunters added 
a spacious 36’x24’ fam-
ily room at the rear of the 
original house about six 
years ago. It is constructed 
of solid pine logs measur-
ing 8”x11” and the interior 
is all natural pine.
 They also commissioned 
Kerry Chase to build a stone 
fireplace, from rock similar 
to the walls of the house.
The solid stonework has required little work 
over the years and the mortar retains its plaster 
of paris coating. The name of the original stone-
mason has been lost but his craftsmanship 
survives in his distinctive use of larger stones 
than are usually seen in Reach and Uxbridge 
Township stone homes of the period.  Today 
the Hunters farm their 184 acres and proudly 
maintain the history and traditions of this fine 
heritage home.

Above: Linda and Bob Hunter’s com-
fortable, formal living room.

Left: This attractive gothic window faces 
south on the second floor of the home.

Below: The Hunter’s warm and  
comfortable family room features the 
north wall of the stone house, and the  
original back door and latch seen left 
of the room.

From page 10
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Business Beat
 WindReach Farm in Ash-
burn is holding its’ annual Walk 
& Roll on Friday, May 26th and 
Saturday, May 27th and both 
days promise to be full of fun, 
exercise and accomplishment.
 WindReach Farm is a special 
place for people with special 
needs and the annual Walk and 
Roll raises funds for its day to 
day operation. 
 The popular Walk and Roll 

is held on the farm, where par-
ticipants can easily walk or roll 
in their wheelchair along paved 
pathways.
 Registration begins at 9:30 
a.m. with the actual event start-
ing at 10 a.m. Many other fun 
activities for the whole family 
are planned, as this is also an 
Open House – petting zoo, hand 
bike races and on Saturday only, 
wheelchair basketball demon-
strations.
 Pledge forms are available 
by calling WindReach Farm or 
visiting the website at www.win-
dreach.org/canada.  Anyone 
who registers before May 17th 
and raises a minimum of $10 
will receive a free T-shirt.
 For  information contact Kel-
ly Taylor, Programs and Activi-
ties Manager at (905) 655-5827.

“Walk & Roll” time
at Windreach Farm

Next issue of Focus On Scugog - JUNE 13th
WE LOVE LETTERS – Drop Us A Line Today at:   focus@observerpub.ca

Events Ahead
May 2�, 2006 - Car ‘BOOT’ Sale

The	Blackstock	Co-op	Nursery	School	is	holding	their	3rd	
annual	giant	community	‘Yard	Sale	From	Your	Trunk’	9	am-
1	pm	at	the	Blackstock	Recreation	Centre.	Pay	for	a	park-
ing space and take home the profit. Call 905-986-4585 for 
information	and	to	reserve	a	spot.

Minor Softball Tournament Schedule
Port	Perry	Minor	Softball	has	partnered	with	 the	Oshawa	
Stingers	for	the	2006	season	to	bring	the	following	rep	tour-
naments	to	the	Port	Perry	diamonds.
	 	 June	17-18	-	PeeWee	Invitational
	 	 June	24-25	-	Bantam	Invitational
	 	 July		15-16	-	Squirt	Invitational
  July  15-16 - Mite OASA Qualifier
  July 29-30  - Squirt OASA Qualifier
	 	 Aug	26	-	York-Durham	Mite	League	Championships

(clip this schedule for future reference)

June 2�, 2006 - Antique Show & Sale
The	Nestleton	United	Church	is	having	an	Antique	Show	&	
Sale	at	the	Nestleton	Community	Centre	Friday	June	23rd		
3	p.m.	to	9	p.m.	and	Saturday	10	a.m	to	5	p.m.		Vendors	
wanted.	Also	 featuring	 barbeque	 &	 bake	 sale.	 For	 more		
information	call	Cecille	at	(905)	986-5195
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	 If	you’re	in	the	business	of	chocolate,	then	the	spring	between	
Valentine’s	Day	and	Easter	is	one	of	the	busiest	times	of	year.	And	
yet,	Ken	Koury,	the	personable	Nutty	Chocolatier	himself	recently		
took	time	to	represent	his	product	at	a	display	booth	at	the	Five	Points	
Mall	in	Oshawa.		“It	keeps	me	close	to	my	customers,”	he	explains.
	 In	1988,	Ken	retired	as	an	industrial	arts	teacher.	“It	was	time	for	
a	change,”	he	said.		He	joined	an	acquaintance	in	the	construction	
of	custom-built	homes	and	while	picking	up	lunch	for	the	work	crew	
at	Kurz’s	Bakery	and	Deli	on	Queen	Street	in	Port	Perry	noticed	a	
liquidation	sign	hung	in	a	neighbouring	store	window.		
He	attributes	being	diabetic	to	the	powerful	craving	for	chocolate	that	
he	experienced	and	his	inspiration	to	convert	the	empty	retail	space	
into	a	chocolate	store,	“Nuts	About	Chocolate”.	
	 Ken	took	the	idea	home	to	Toronto	and	sweet-talked	his	wife,	
Joanne	over	the	weekend.	It	was	not	just	a	matter	of	renting	the	unit.	
“On	Monday,	I	signed	the	paperwork	for	the	purchase	of	the	building,	
by	Wednesday	I	owned	it	and	by	Friday	I	had	quit	my	construction	
job,”	said	Ken.	And	the	rest,	as	they	say	is	history.
	 Even	though	Ken	carried	a	singular	Belgian	product	in	his	store,	
the first year proved to be a struggle. Only through his involvement 
with	the	community	did	his	fortunes	turn.	Ken	hosted	an	Annual		
Easter	Egg	Hunt	supplying	children	in	the	area	with	the	remainder		
of	his	candy	and	chocolate	as	a	special	holiday	treat.	
	 The	change	Ken	sought	didn’t	just	come	in	small	steps	though.	
As	his	business	grew,	he	opened	outlets	in	Peterborough	and	Huntsville.	
He	also	began	to	outstrip	his	suppliers	and	needed	to	produce	his	own	
candies	and	simple	chocolates	in	the	back	of	the	Peterborough	store.	
	 With	expansion	came	the	headache	of	a	name	change.	It	seemed		
that	another	“Nuts	About	Chocolate	Shop”	in	British	Columbia	laid	claim		
to	the	trademark	a	mere	eight	days	before	Ken	inquired.	So,	in	1996		
“The	Nutty	Chocolatier”	was	born.
	 By	1997	Ken	needed	to	move	his	production	closer	to	home,	renting	

2,500	square	feet	of	space	at	the	
corner	of	Mary	and	Perry	Streets.	As	
suppliers	faltered	and	stores	opened		
in	Guelph,	Niagara-on-the-Lake	and	
two	in	Toronto	(Queen	Street	West	
and	the	Beaches),	Ken	increased	
his	working	space	again.	In	2004,	
he	established	a	10,000	square	foot	
production	facility	in	the	North	Port	
area	of	Port	Perry	and	fueled	it	with	
raw	materials	from	Europe.
	 His	business,	which	employs	25	
people	locally,	consumes	17,000	
kgs	of	chocolate,	900	kgs	of	sugar	
and	432	litres	of	cream	annually.	
“Europeans	use	less	sugar	in	their	
chocolate,”	explained	Ken,	“so	I	
prefer	to	use	it.”
	 It	is	here	that	staff	created	jelly	
beans,	classic	hard	candies,	toffees,		

	
licorice treats as well as the much sought-after, hand-piped truffles. 	
The	Nutty	Chocolatier	also	produces	many	molded	shapes	such	as	skis	
and boots, fireman’s ladders, trucks, helmets and badges. 
	 Ken	also	utilized	his	woodworking	talents	to	recreate	the	ambience	
of an old-fashioned candy store in his first location on Queen Street that 
he	then	replicated	in	his	other	stores.	Rich	wood	and	glass	domes	house	
truffles. Pull-out drawers tuck a myriad of small candy along the front face 
of	the	counter.	Wooden	display	shelving	is	laden	with	unique	chocolate	
creations.	Ken	has	added	vintage	and	collectable	pieces	of	memorabilia	
truly	turning	back	the	hands	of	time.	Even	the	cash	register	is	a	replica	of	
Victorian	machinery.	
 Whether the store is one of the five corporate stores or the four 
franchises,	Ken	carefully	selects	his	locations	on	downtown	main	streets	
rather	than	settling	in	shopping	malls.	The	Niagara-on-the-Lake	store	
was recently closed due to poor traffic leaving Ken with nine locations in 
Southern	Ontario	to	contend	with.	In	each	of	them,	Ken	reinforces	that	
feeling	of	an	old-time	sweet	shop	that	his	customers	crave.
	 Be	it	retail	customers	or	the	handful	of	wholesale	customers	that	Ken	
serves, he fulfills their desires in many different areas and their loyal 
following	indicates	that	they	have	a	sweet	spot	in	their	hearts	for	the		
Nutty	Chocolatier.

By Barbara Hunt

Business Beat

 Ken Kourey is the driving force behind the very successful Nutty Chocolatier 
business he started in Port Perry. Ken, is seen below left with the Easter Bunny 
at the 18th Annual Easter Egg Hunt he has sponsored for area kids since open-
ing, and above in front of his Queen St., Port Perry store.

Ken feeds our 
sweet tooth
with chocolate

jph
photo
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Honour Roll

	 When	 something	 needs	 to	 be	 done,	
there’s	noo	need	to	look	much	farther	than	
John	and	Karen	Richardson.	
	 “It’s	nice	 to	give	back	 to	 the	communi-
ty,”	said	Karen	Richardson	glancing	at	her	
husband,	John	for	agreement.	“After	all,	the	
township	 is	sort	of	 like	our	family.”	As	with	
family,	when	a	need	arises	the	Richardsons	
are the kind of couple that step in to fill it. 
	 Even	though	John	was	more	than	busy	
with	 his	 career	 at	 Ontario	 Power	 Genera-
tion	until	retiring	in	October	of	2004,	he	has	
occupied	almost	every	position	with	the	Ro-
tary	 Club	 in	 Port	 Perry	 over	 the	 years.	At	
present,	he	is	Secretary/Treasurer	and	will	
be fulfilling those duties until 2007.
	 John	was	delighted	to	be	part	of	an	on-
going	 funding	 process	 that	 saw	 organiza-
tions	 like	 the	 Boy	 Scouts,	 the	 Waterfront	
Project,	Operation	Scugog	and	the	Univer-
sity	of	Ontario	Institute	of	Technology	Fund	
receive	contributions	in	December.	
	 The	 Rotary	 Club	 also	 raises	 funds	
through	 its	 Gala	 Dinner	 on	April	 8th.	 This	
event	is	a	sit-down	dinner	for	approximately	
200	guests	as	well	as	a	silent	and	live	auc-
tion.
	 John	was	also	both	exhausted	and	elat-
ed	by	developments	 regarding	 the	Trillium	
Grant	for	the	boardwalk	through	the	marsh	
at	the	north	end	of	Port	Perry.		Because	the	
couple	 enjoy	 taking	 time	 out	 for	 walking,	
this	project	is	near	and	dear	to	their	hearts.
	 Karen	 has	 been	 actively	 immersed	 in	
the	Scugog	Studio	Tour	since	 its	 inception	
seven	years	ago	and	is	at	present	the	sec-
retary	of	 that	 organization.	Since	 then	 the	
Tour	has	grown	 to	 include	30	artists	at	17	
sites.	
	 Another	 major	 project	 that	 Karen’s	 art	
career	has	led	her	towards	was	the	creation	
of	 an	 art’s	 council.	 With	 the	 assistance	 of	
her	husband	and	the	solid	support	of	Mayor	
Marilyn	 Pearce,	 tentative	 meetings	 began	
last	spring	for	the	formation	of	an	umbrella	
group	 for	 artists	 and	 arts	 organizations	 in	
Scugog.	

	 John	 began	 to	
chair	 the	 meetings	
making	him	a	natu-
ral	choice	for	Pres-
ident	 of	 the	 new	
Scugog	Council	for	
the	Arts.	Along	with	
staunch	 support-
ers	 like	Doug	and	
Kent	 Farndale,	
Mayor	 Pearce,	
the	 Richard	 and	
Bobbie	Drew	and	
others,	the	Coun-
cil	 took	 hold	 and	
has	 grown	 to	 80	
members.
	 Karen,	 as	
Communications	
Director	 produc-
es	 a	 quarterly	
newsletter	 and	
chaired	 the	 in-
augural	 Show-
case	of	 the	Arts	
this	 past	 No-
vember.	 This	
event	was	both	
a financial and 
critical	 success	
mostly	 due	 to	
John	and	Karen’s	tireless	efforts.	
 John coaxed the fledgling organiza-
tion	 through	 the	 incorporation	 process	 in	
December	and	 the	 couple	 look	 forward	 to	
many	wonderful	fruits	from	their	labours.
	 On	 a	 creative	 level,	 Karen	 continues	
to paint and finds herself mid-project with 
five paintings of buildings at Winfield Farms 
completed	 for	UOIT’s	President,	Gary	Po-
lonsky.	She	has	been	asked	 to	 teach	wa-
tercolour	 at	 Whitby’s	 Station	 Gallery	 and	
hopes	 to	 impart	 her	 expertise	 in	 architec-
tural	watercolour	to	fellow	artists.
	 In	addition	to	all	of	their	volunteer	work,	
this hard working couple also find time for 
themselves.	 They	 travel	 extensively,	 and	

have	 two	 Canadian	 vacations	 planned	 for	
this	year.
	 They	 are	 also	 avid	 motorcyclists,	 and	
travel	 whenever	 possible	 throughout	 On-
tario	and	into	the	U.S.,	with	Karen	perched	
comfortably	 behind	 John	 on	 their	 2000	
Honda	Gold	Wing.
	 As	a	couple,	John	and	Karen	Richard-
son	 have	 given	 Port	 Perry	 the	 best	 they	
have	 to	 offer	 through	 years	 of	 dedicated	
service.	 They	 are	 appreciated	 members	
of	 the	 family	 that	 is	Scugog	Township	and	
were	honoured	by	the	Mayor	Pearce	earlier	
this	year	as	Honour	Roll	recipients.

By Barbara Hunt

When Scugog 
needs a helping
hand, they call 
on John & Karen

jph
photo
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 Did you ever dream of be-
ing an “improv star” similar to 
Drew Carey or Wayne Brady of 
Whose Line is it Anyway?
 Well dream no longer!
 Beginning later this month 
“Durham Improv” an improv 
school will offer classes at the 
Meta4 Gallery, Port Perry and 
the Community Hall on Scugog 
Island. The new venture will be 
headed by Cana-
dian Comedy Award 
nominee, Stephanie 
Herrera, these work-
shops will teach the 
basic rules improvis-
ers use when work-
ing without a script.  
 Stephanie has 
taught improv across 
North America for 
more than five years 
and has been per-
forming for the 
past ten years. She’s worked on 
shows such as “Theatre Sports” 
and Second City’s “Tony and 
Tina’s Wedding”, and she is the 
producer of Toronto’s annual 
“Teen Improv Tournament”. 
 Since her move to Caesarea 
a couple of years ago, Stephanie 
has been seeking out the “im-
prov scene” but with little luck.
 “To catch an improv show 
or take classes people have to 
travel to Peterborough or drive 
the two hours into Toronto,  
I figured why not start an  
improv community out here?” 
she said.  
 Stephanine says no improv 
or theatre experience is neces-

sary to enjoy the workshops, 
as classes are ideal for people 
who want to try something new 
while having a ton of fun.
 “Improv has a real practical 
application in our day to day 
lives and after taking these 
workshops many people find 
they’ve become more confident 
and outgoing,” she says. 
 Using theatre exercises and 

improv games (simi-
lar to those seen 
on “Whose Line is 
it Anyway?”) the 
classes will focus on 
teamwork and think-
ing on your feet, as 
well as improving 
listening and com-
munication skills.  
    The six to eight 
week sessions will 

end with a free student 
improv show, which 

she says is very casual, no pres-
sure, kind of “improv jam.”
 “It’s a great way to end the 
workshops,” says Stephanie, 
“What better chance for the 
students to demonstrate what 
they’ve learned, while getting a 
real feel for audience participa-
tion, then with a supportive au-
dience made up of friends and 
family?!” 
 Classes are available for 
adults and teens as well as for 
children (ages six and up), 
starting May 27th. 

For more information or to 
register: (905) 986-0068 or visit 
www.borelians.org.

Improv theatre on
its way to Scugog 

Stephanie Herrera

FOCUS 
ON BUSINESS

To Advertise in Focus
call Tracy Souch

905-441-6252

Advertise Your Business in

Ask about rates for:
		3	month	contracts	
		6	month	contracts	
12	month	contracts

Call Tracy Souch
905-441-6252

for more information

Focus On Business
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	 Utica’s	community	hall	of	today	pales	
in	comparison	to	its	counterpart,	which	
was	designed	and	built	by	Thomas	W.	
Horn,	a	former	village	resident.	
	 Mr.	Horn	built	the	hall	as	a	gift	to	the	
community	in	remembrance	of	his	old	
home	and	his	youthful	days	in	the	village.
	 The	opening	of	the	Utica	Memory	Hall	
took	place	on	Friday,	Dec.	1,	1899.		
	 Following	is	a	report	of	the	opening	of	
the	hall	in	December	1899.
	 “Utica,	a	small	village	in	this	county	
situated five miles from the town of Port 
Perry,	marked	an	important,	and	long	to	
be	remembered	epoch	in	its	history	last	
week,	with	the	opening	of	the	commodi-
ous	“Memory	Hall”,	on	Friday,	Dec.	1,	
1899.	
	 Friends	from	near	and	far	took	part	in	
the	opening	ceremonies,	and	to	show	the	
appreciation	which	they,	in	common	with	

the	people	of	the	neighbourhood,	feel	for	
an	“old	Utica	boy”,	Thomas	W.	Horn,	who	
in	the	days	of	his	success	in	the	commer-
cial	centre	of	the	province,	has	remem-
bered	with	substantial	kindness,	the	home	
of	his	youth.
	 As	a	Reach	boy	of	the	Utica	neigh-
bourhood,	he	went	forth	in	early	years	to	
make	for	himself	a	name	and	a	place.	Al-
though	a	lawyer	by	profession,	his	tastes	
were more of the financier, than of the 

barrister,	and	we	soon	found	him	devoting	
his talents in financial, rather than legal 
lines.
	 Mr.	H.J.	Gould,	ex-Warden	of	the	coun-
ty	presided	as	chairman,	and	the	keys	
of	the	hall	were	formally	handed	over	by	
Mr.	Horn	to	the	following	board	of	trust-
ees:	Enoch	Kendall,	Arthur	Crosier,	Wm.	
Brooks,	D.	Horn,	John	Horn,	Wm.	Ward,	
John	McKercher.
	 Also	on	stage	were	a	number	of	Mr.	
Horn’s	Toronto	friends,	Rev.	Hugh	Crosier;	
Mr.	Charles	Calder;	Mr.	Leonard	Bur-
nett,	M.P,	for	the	riding;	Mr.	J.W.	Siddall,	
architect;	F.H.	Herbert,	architect;	Mr.	Peter	
Christie,	ex-Warden;	and	Mr.	
W.H.	Keller,	publisher	of	the	
Uxbridge	Journal.
			In	handing	over	the	keys,	Mr.	
Horn	said	he	did	so	with	the	
wish	and	expectation	that	the	
hall be used for the benefit of 
the	community.	He	attached	
the	single	condition	that	the	
churches	and	school	should	
have	the	use	of	it	free.
	 In	naming	the	hall,	the	Hon.	
John	Dryden	suggested	that	
more	appropriate	than	Horn’s	
Hall,	or	Public	Hall,	would	
be	the	name	“Memory	Hall,”	
and	he	offered	that	name	for	
consideration.	The	audience	
expressed	their	approval	by	a	
show	of	hands.
	 The	hall	was	38x65,	has	a	
seating	capacity	of	nearly	400	

and	is	designed	in	the	Spanish	renais-
sance	style	of	architecture,	with	two	tow-
ers.
	 It	was	always	Mr.	Horn’s	ambition	to	
succeed,	but	he	was	always	proud	to	
be	remembered	as	a	boy	of	Utica.	He	
believed	that	association	of	people	with	
each	other	broadened,	brightened	and	
improved	the	mind,	and	it	was	his	hope	
that	the	hall	might	serve	such	a	purpose.
	 Following	the	opening,	Mr.	Horn	enter-
tained	a	few	friends	at	a	supper	prepared	
in	elaborate	style	by	the	host	and	hostess	
of	the	Dafoe	House.

Proud Utica boy honours
his community with hall

Laid to ashes

The Hon. John Dryden
suggested name for 

By J. Peter Hvidsten

  The original Utica Memory Hall was built in 1899 by a former resident who grew up 
in the tiny village. It was later destroyed by fire.         Photo courtesy Doreen Kendall

	 On	 Saturday	 afternoon,	 April	 9,	 1955	Utica’s Memory Hall was destroyed by fire and	the	entire	building	was	laid	to	ashes. Volunteers and firefighters managed to save	a	few	chairs	and	the	piano	from	the	hall,	but	a	large	portrait	of	the	late	Walter	Horn,	the	man	who	built	Memory	Hall	was	not	saved.
	 Frank	 McGregor	 and	 Charles	 Lakey,	proprietors	 of	 the	 general	 store,	 across	from	the	hall	said	it	burned	to	the	ground	in	less	than	a	half-hour.	

New Hall Opens

	 About	2	1/2	years	after	the	historic	Memory	Hall	

in Utica was destroyed by fire, a new hall was of-

ficially opened.

	 A	 capacity	 crowd	 came	 out	 on	 Oct.	 25,	 1957	

to	attend	the	opening	of	 the	new	building,	which	

stands	to	this	day	on	the	southwest	corner	of	the	

village.

Scugog Exposed
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    hen opened in 1993 Rotary Park was a gem along the Port Perry 
   waterfront, but now, more than a decade later the park is in desperate
        need of a liberal shot of “tender loving care.” 
     To say the present state of the park is rundown would be an understate-
ment. It has been for the past few years. In fact, as the park sits today, it could be 
considered dangerous, especially for seniors and youngsters walking or riding 
bikes over the facility.
 In particular need of immediate attention is the wooden boardwalk which 
stretches from behind Flieler’s garage south to the park. Here we find large 
sections of the walkway looking much like a rollercoaster. There are missing and 
loose planks, no hand rails (never have been), and at least one of the lookout  
stations has been destroyed by vandals.

 Along the park leading south of the wooden boardwalk, paths 
are uneven and filled with depressions leaving much of the route 
impassable due to numerous 
large, deep puddles after a 
rainfall.
     Benches and other facili-
ties along the walkway have 
been vandalized as well, and 
some are now tipping and 
unusable.
      Well help is on the way!
      The Rotary Club of Port 
Perry, who originally estab-
lished the park before turning 
it over to the muncipality, has  
received a $60,000 grant from

Continued on page 18

Photos:	Top,		a	section	of	the	boardwalk	with	a	viewing	plat-

form,	 which	 has	 been	 destroyed	 by	 vandals.	Above,	 one	

of	the	water	covered	paths	along	the	shoreline.	Below,	the	

boardwalk	which	looks	more	like	a	rollercoaster	than	a	walk-

way.	Right,	a	dangerous	section	with	missing	planks.

W

Rotary Park
restoration

Scugog Exposed

Trillium grant provides $60,000 
funding for rehabilitation
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Rotary Club set to restore park

A	vandalized	park	bench	sits	in	puddles	of	water	after	a	rainfall.

From page 17
the Ontario Trillium Foundation to reha-
bilitate the boardwalk and other aging park 
facilities.
  Plans are to start the park restoration 

this summer after the spawning season is 
over in lake Scugog. The construction for 
the piers will be of a type which is accom-
plished with no vibration or spoils, resulting 
in very little, if any, environmental distur-
bance during this process.
  The new boardwalk will be widened to 
six feet, and be brought up to accessibility 
standards, including safety railings and kick 
plates. New park benches, constructed of 
steel and recycled plastic lumber, will by in-
stalled providing resting and staging areas 
for groups and individuals using the park.
 The grant received from The Trillium 
Foundation will not cover the full cost of the 
project, but the Rotary Club has pledged an-
other $47,000 to the project. The West Shore 

Community Advisory board will contribute 
$2,000 and another donation has been re-
ceived from OCALA Winery towards the 
benches.
 Rotarian John Richardson told Focus On 
Scugog the Rotary Club is in the final stages 
of organizing the time line for this project 
“When completed we will have a great des-
tination for the community to walk, to use, 
and to observe the life of the marsh land,” 
he said.
 Mr. Richardson is confident, when com-
pleted, it will become another landmark 
along the waterfront, just as the popular Ro-
tary Gazebo has in Palmer Park.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
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Spring Garden Show

 Hundreds of township residents flocked to Scugog Community Centre April 22 and 23 
to attend at the third annual Scugog Spring Garden Show.
 The show was jointly hosted by the Pine Ridge Garden Club and the Township of Scu-
gog, with more than 20 vendors showing and selling their wares.
 In addition to the variety of booths, there were a number of speakers, providing infor-
mation to those interested in a variety of topics.

  Here are just a few of the vendors who took part in the show.

Scugog’s gar-
den show at-
tracts hundreds 
for look at 
what’s new for 

 
Top photo:  
Jean Pierre Schoss with one of 
his unique and large steel crea-
tions. Dog Bite Steel, is the name 

of his company, which 
is operated from his 
Uxbridge area home.

Upper left:  
Vicki Sanderson, amid 
some beautiful lillies and 
artificial flowers she was 
displaying and selling 
from her booth.

Bottom left:  
Catie Raymond displays 
some of the original 
garden signs she creates 
at her business “Off The 
Beaten Path”, located at 
her home on MacLean 
Lake at Coldwater, Ont.

Bottom right:  
Bell’s Flowers, operated by 
Debbie Bell, used an old 
pickup truck as the centre-
piece for her garden plants 
and accessories.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten
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Focus On Scugog wants to keep you informed about the events and 
activities which will be taking place throughout the township during 2006. 
Here is a listing of some of the many events. We welcome community  
listings from non-profit groups and organizations from all of Scugog  
Township. Send a brief discretion of your event (max. 35 words) by email  
to focus@observerpub.ca today. Deadline for submissions for the next  
issue of Focus On Scugog is May 31, 2006

May 22, 2006 - Gigantic Tailgate Sale	
Visit	the	Scugog	Shores	Historical	Museum	for	the	annual	Gigantic	Tailgate	
Sale,	 taking	place	on	Monday,	May	22nd	 from	8:00	am	to	2:00	pm.	The		
Museum	grounds	will	be	open	for	all	vendors	to	sell	 their	yard	sale	trea-
sures	from	their	car.	Individuals	can	be	part	of	the	sale	by	reserving	their	
space	in	advance.	The	cost	to	reserve	your	space	is	$20.	Call	Shannon	at	
905-985-3589	for	more	information.

June �, 2006 - Canoe the Nonquon
The	traditional	canoe	race	down	the	Nonquon	
River	 and	 into	 Lake	 Scugog	 will	 be	 held	 on	
Saturday,	 June	3rd.	Registration	 takes	place	
Friday,	 June	 2nd	 from	 6:00	 -	 9:00	 pm	 and		
Saturday,	June	3rd	from	7:00	-	9:00	am.	Con-
tact	 the	 Museum	 at	 905-985-3589	 for	 more	
information.

June ��, 2006 - Classic Automotive Fleamarket
The	1st	Annual	Scugog	Classic	Automotive	Fleamarket	&	Drive-In	will	be	
held	at	 the	Scugog	Shores	Museum	 from	8	am	 -	4	pm.	Vendors	will	 be	
showcasing	antique	automotive,	marine	and	cycle	components.	Classic	&	
Custom	owners	are	invited	to	participate	in	the	show	and	shine	for	prizes.
For	more	information	contact	the	Museum	905-985-3589.

June 2�, 2006 - That’s Entertainment
Stewart	Bennett	is	among	the	headline	entertainers	for	this	year’s	Town	
Hall	1873s	popular	That’s	Entertainment	show.	If	you	missed	last	years	
performance, with its Celtic flair, you definitely won’t want to miss this 
year.	The	show	features	a	lineup	of	singers	and	dancers	who	will	have	
you	clapping	your	hands	and	stamping	your	feet	before	the	night	is	over.	
Show	starts	at	8	p.m.,	for	more	information	call	905-985-1965.	

June 29, 2006 - Moonlight Madness 
Mark	 your	 calendars	 for	 this	 years’	 Moonlight	 Madness!	 Downtown	 Port	
Perry	stays	open	‘till	way	past	bedtime!	Most	stores	open	until	Midnight	and	
offer	savings	of	20-50%	off.	Information	at	www.discoverportperry.ca

July �, 2006 - Canada Day Celebrations
All	day	event	at	Palmer	Park.	Live	entertainment	throughout	the	day.	Childrens’	
activities,	 games,	 prizes	 and	 giveaways.	 Come	 for	 the	 day,	 stay	 for	 the		
fireworks at dusk. Sponsored by The Scugog Chamber of Commerce.

July 6-22, 2006 - “Fiddler on the Roof”	
Come	 to	 the	 newly	 renovated	 and	 air	
conditioned	 Town	 Hall	 1873	 and	 en-
joy	 and	 old	 fashioned	 story.	 Cadenza		
Productions	presents	Fiddler	On	The	Roof.	
Tickets	 at	 Henshall’s	 Clothing	 and	 Gift.	
Call	905-985-1965.	For	more	information	
call	Mike	Bridgeman	905-852-1836.

July 8, 2006 - Dragon Boat Races
The	second	annual	dragon	boat	festival	hosted	by	The	Dragon	Flies.	Races	
cover	500m	with	three	boats	in	each	heat.	The	course	will	 take	place	on	
Lake	Scugog,	 from	the	west	side	of	Scugog	Island	over	 to	Palmer	Park.	
Forty	teams	will	take	part	in	this	year’s	festival.	

July 9, 2006 - Museum Antique Show
The	Scugog	Shores	Historical	Museum	will	 be	
hosting	the	annual	Antique	Show	in	the	Village	
on	 Sunday,	 July	 9th	 from	 9:00	 am	 –	 4:00	 pm.	
Unique	 antique	 and	 collectible	 vendors	 from	
across	Durham	Region	and	the	Kawartha	Lakes.	
Admission	 to	 the	 event	 is	 $3	 for	 adults,	 children	 under	 12	 are	 free.	 For		
information	call	905-985-3589.

July ��, �6, 2006 - Mississaugas �0th Traditional Pow Wow   
Mississaugas	of	Scugog	 Island	hold	a	gathering	of	First	Nations	people	
to	celebrate	their	traditions	through	drum,	dance,	and	song.	Native	food	&	
crafts	to	be	enjoyed.	Sunrise	ceremony	both	days.	All	welcome.	For	infor-
mation	call	905-985-3337.	Location	22521	Island	Rd.

July 22, 2006 - Highands of Durham Games   
Highland	 Games	 with	 Heavy	 Events,	 Pipe	 Bands,	
Highland	 Dance	 Competition,	 Scottish	 Breed	 Dog	
Show,	 British	 Cars	 &	 Bikes,	 Celtic	 Entertainment,	
Highland	Cattle,	Aberdeen	Angus	Show,	Clydesdale	
Show.	 Two	 exciting	 days	 of	 activities,	 July	 22,	 23.		
For	information	call	888-253-5552.

July 2�, 2006 - Dog Days of Scugog
Dogs	 and	 their	 owners	 won’t	 want	 to	 miss	 this		
popular	event	at	 the	Scugog	Shores	Museum.	The	

SuperDog	Central	Performance	Team	will	once	again	be	the	featured	per-
formers.	Other	events	include	the	popular	SuperDog	Idol	contest,	free	for	
all	dogs	to	enter,	doggie	fashion	shows,	parade	of	breeds,	demonstrations	
and	more.	Contact	the	Museum	for	more	information	905-985-3589.

August 2�, 26, 2006 - Blackstock Fair
Demo	 derby	 opening	 night,	 Parade,	 Livestock	 shows,	 Horse	 pull,		
Agricultural	 tent,	4-H	Achievement	day,	Homecraft	displays,	Kid’s	World,	
ATV,	Dog	obstacle	course,	Dance.	For	information	905-986-0035.

     A look at some of the many events       scheduled for the summer 2006

 What’s Up Scugog? 
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     A look at some of the many events       scheduled for the summer 2006

 What’s Up Scugog? 

SUITE 202
1,416 sq. ft.

Luxury living near the lake
PORT PERRY

First offering of two luxury open concept apartments, in 
downtown Port Perry, just steps from Palmer Park and
Lake Scugog. Enjoy Durham Region’s most exciting and 

popular shopping district just steps from your door. TWO LARGE
 NEW APARTMENTS

Features:
 *	Vaulted	and	8.5	ft.	ceilings
	 *	Large	kitchen	with	new	refrigerator,
	 			electric	range	and	dishwasher
	 *	Quality	kitchen	cupboards
	 *	Spacious	living/dining	area
	 *	Large	walk-in	closets
	 *	Laundry	room	with	washer	and	dryer
	 *	Plenty	of	storage	space	
	 *	Spacious	one	bedrooms	with	ensuite
	 *	Ensuite	with	double	sinks,	full	size	
	 			bathtub	and	shower
 * Upgraded washroom fixtures
 * Den/office or optional bedroom
	 *	Wired	for	cable	tv	and	telephone
	 *	Air-conditioning	and	ceiling	fans
 * Hardwood flooring, ceramic tile and
	 			luxurious	carpet	
	 *	Enjoy	living	at	a	convenient	address
	 			with	easy	access	parking

Apartment Sizes:
	 *	Suite	202	-	1,416	sq.	ft.	
	 *	Suite	203	-	1,746	sq.	ft.

SUITE 203
1,746 sq. ft.

Apartments are located 
on the second floor of 

The Star Building 
 �88 Mary St., Port Perry

Both suites are currently 
under construction and are 

scheduled to be available for 
occupancy about July �, 2006

For more information call

VALERIE EDEN
90�-98�-��2�
90�-98�-0088
www.valerieeden.com

Scugog	Realty	Ltd.,	Realtor
144	Queen	Street,	Port	Perry,	Ont.

JULY OCCUPANCY

JULY OCCUPANCY
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A	 	 				s	Focus On Scugog	heads	towards
	 	 					its	fourth	publication,	it	seemed
	 	 					like	a	good	time	to	devote	a	few
	 	 						lines	to	thank	everyone	who
	 	 								have	spontaneously	extended
	 	 										so	many	kind	words	of	support	
for this fledgling magazine. 
	 It	would	appear	as	if	Focus	has	struck	a	
nerve	with	many	in	the	community,	based	on	
the	abundance	of	comments	we’ve	received	
about	the	“positive”	stories	and	features	we’ve	
published over the past few months.  
	 Having	been	in	the	publishing	business	
for	more	than	35	years	in	Scugog	Township,												
I didn’t think anything could surprise me... but 
I was wrong. Never in all those years, have I 
experienced	a	more	enthusiastic	and	supportive	
response to a new publication.
	 On	behalf	of	the	small,	but	dedicated	staff	
which	brings	you	Focus On Scugog	each	month,	
we thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
	 Keep	watching	for	us	about	mid-month,	and	
by	all	means	drop	us	a	line	and	let	us	know	
what’s on your mind.

~
	 As	you’ll	see	elsewhere	in	this	issue,	there	is	
a	“phantom”	in	this	community	that	has	laid	low	
for almost two decades.
	 There’s	no	reason	for	anyone	to	be	

concerned,	because	this	mysterious	‘phantom’	
has never been a threat to anyone. In fact, the 
phantom	appeared	to	be	a	pretty	congenial	type	
of	guy	during	the	few	months	he	played	mind-
games with the public.
	 You	can	read	more	about	the	‘phantom’	in	
this	issue,	but	we	wanted	to	see	if	we	could	lure,	
coax or bribe him out of his hiding place.
	 After	all	these	years,	wouldn’t	it	be	nice	to	
know	who	the	Phantom	is?

~
	 Our	family	spent	a	couple	of	enjoyable	hours	
at Northwood Zoo and Animal Sanctuary last 
weekend, touring the facility with owner Norm 
Philips.
 What an amazing facility for us to have right 
here in Scugog Township. There are literally 
hundreds	of	the	most	exotic	animals	on	the	
planet, and only steps from our homes.
	 It	takes	a	tremendous	amount	of	love,	
time	and	money	to	provide	the	facility	for	
these amazing animals. Norm, his family and 
volunteers	can	provide	the	love	and	time,	but	
there’s	always	a	need	for	money	to	provide	food,	
and improve the facilities.
 Northwood’s holding a fundraiser for this 
purpose on June 24. Read the letter below for 
more	information,	then	get	out	and	support	this	
remarkable facility and its owners. 

Dear Sirs
 I was fortunate to find a 
copy of Focus in one of Port 
Perry’s donut shops.  I found 
the publication very informa-
tive and interesting.
 I would like to get future 
copies of Focus but do not 
know where to obtain these.
 We just moved our cruiser 
to Goreski’s Marina in Port 
Perry and really enjoy the peo-
ple in your fine city.  There are 
many stores and restaurants 
and other businesses etc., 
which we will frequent during 
our stay at Goreski’s.  
 We were very fortunate to 
see Ray Romano during the 
filming of his movie.  It was 
most interesting how the shoot-
ing of the film was made.  
 Port Perry is a very quaint 
place not just to visit but to live 
amongst its’ citizens.
 Would it be possible for 
your people to leave some cop-
ies of your publication at Gore-
ski’s offices? There are 400 
boat slips and trailer homes at 
Goreski’s and we are sure that 
many would enjoy reading your 
publication.

 Yours truly
 Norman Ravignat

Dear Editor
 Once again, we’re working 
hard towards another success-
ful Fundraiser for the North-
wood Zoo and Animal Sanctu-
ary.
 At the conclusion of our 
last event, we were very proud 
of our patrons and neighbours 
who had either donated to the 
cause or who were on hand 
that evening to help us raise 
over $7,000. 
 On the evening of June 24th 
of this year, we’ve scheduled 
our second Fundraiser.  Once 
again, this will be held at Port 
Perry’s Latcham Centre. 
 We do hope for the same 
enthusiastic support we re-
ceived at our last event. Just re-
member the times that North-
wood was on hand to support 
local fairs, festivals, parades 
and charities.
 We are constantly growing.  
Animals continue to arrive 
from zoos that have closed.  

Exotic animals that have been 
raised as pets in private homes 
are often abandoned or re-
moved by authorities when 
the animal becomes too large 
or uncontrollable for the inex-
perienced handler.
 Local farms and grocery 
stores are supportive, but 
beyond the day to day costs 
of feeding and maintaining 
these animals, there are the 
transportation and veterinary 
bills and the constant need 
to expand their homes and to 
build natural habitats, to fence 
in areas where pack and herd 
animals can live naturally and 
in harmony.
 Your support in the form 
of cash, auctionable donation 
item or personal attendance at 
our fundraiser would be much 
appreciated. 
 
 Sincerely yours
 Norm, Janet, Jill and 
                       the animals

Dear editor...
 Mailbox
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ers are not necessarily those of Focus On 
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telephone number (which will not be pub-
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Our Cover Picture
The picture on the cover of 
this issue of Focus On Scugog 
is of one of the hand raised 
tigers from Northwood Zoo 
and Animal Sanctuary, near 
Seagrave. The sanctuary is 
holding a fundraiser later this 
month, see details in the letter 
in our Mailbox.

Cover Photo by J.P. Hvidsten
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 Glenn and Kelly Evans celebrated the 25th anniversary of their 
business recently by throwing a big party for their friends, customers 
and staff at their Hwy 7A location.  They are seen pictured in front of 
their 1931 Model ‘A’ Ford.                                    J. Peter Hvidsten photo

Evans family celebrate 
25th anniversary of
Port Perry Auto Glass
 Like most start-up businesses, 
Glenn Evans started small. In fact, 
when he started out on his own, 
after a few years apprenticing with 
other companies, he opened Port 
Perry Auto Glass in his parent’s two-
car garage.
 But it didn’t take long for this 
young entrepreneur to begin his 25 
year rise to the large enterprise that 
he and his wife Kelly operate today. 
 From their large Hwy. 7A facility 
they now operate not only the auto 
glass and trim business, but also 
Port Perry Sign Shop and South 
Scugog Auto Sales.
 The growth was slow and steady 
for the Evans. In the fall of 1981 they 
moved from Glenn’s parents Man-
chester garage to space on the west 
side of the old grain elevator on Wa-
ter St.
 The expanding business opened 
a second location on High Street in 
1985, where they worked on boats, 

repairing and recovering seats and 
making custom tops.
 In 1991, while all of this was go-
ing on in Scugog, the couple also 
expanded their business into Rich-
mond Hill and Whitby. These have 
since been sold.
 Ten years ago, the Evans decided 
to amalgamate the business, and af-
ter building an attractive new build-
ing at the west end of Port Perry, 
they merged their two locations.
 In addition to the three business-
es operated out of the 1575 Hwy. 
7A location, they also operate the 
local Rent-A-Wreck franchise and 
last year opened All-Port Storage on 
Reach St.
 On June 3rd, Glenn and Kelly 
held an official celebration for their 
25 years in business.
 As one would expect dozens of 
friends and customers dropped by 
to extend best wishes on this impor-
tant milestone in their careers.
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 The Mississaugas of Scugog 
Island are bracing for large 
crowds, for this their 10th an-
nual traditional pow wow.
 The event, which has grown 
tremendously over the past dec-
ade takes place July 15, 16 and 
gets underway at 5:30 a.m. both 
days with the traditional “Sun-

rise Ceremony.”
 This spiritual ceremony be-
gins with everyone seated in a 
circle, while the Elders provide 
teachings about their sacred 
medicines – tobacco, sage, ce-
dar and tobacco, and sacred 
foods.
 Also part of the ceremony is 

the sharing circle where an ea-
gle feather is passed around the 
circle and participants are given 
the opportunity to speak. 
 The next public event is the 
Grand Entry, which gets under-
way about 12:30 p.m. both days.
 Visitors to the Scugog Island 
pow wow can experience many 
traditional native dances and 
drum groups, and also enjoy 
browsing through more than 20 
native craft displays and booths.
 This year, the Mississaugas of 
Scugog Island are expecting up-
wards of 4,000 people over the 
two days to see more than 130 
dancers and 10 drum groups 
perform, dressed in traditional 
regalia.
 To help the public better un-
derstand the event, a Master of 
Ceremonies will announce the 
different drum groups and their 
songs, various dancers and 
their type of dance. He will also 
inform visitors when, and when 
they can not take pictures.

 Out of courtesy, visitors are 
requested to ask permission be-
fore taking a picture of someone 
in their regalia. 
 General admission for the 
public is $2.00. Seniors, elders 
and children under 12  are free.

Registrations begin for 
YMCA Summer Clubs
 Summer is fast approaching and the YMCA is now taking regis-
tration for Summer Clubs
 The YMCA is offering great week long summer sessions through-
out July and August with all sorts of cool activities.  Games, songs, 
indoor and outdoor fun, sports, swimming and exciting theme days 
will be part of your child’s eventful day. 
 For children 2-5 years there is, Pre-School Adventure Club and 

Creepy Crawlers. New 
this year for children 4-
6 years is Junior Explor-
ers Club.
 Weekly sessions for 
youth (6-12 years) in-
clude Creative Arts & 
Dance, Sports, Junior 
Scientists Club, Super 
Summer, Art in the Park 
and Outdoor Discovery 
Clubs.  Programs are 
held at  S.A. Cawker 
P.S., Latcham Centre 
and the YMCA.
 Every child loves the 
classic YMCA Summer 
experience. Space is 
limited so please reg-
ister early at 905 985-
2824.

Pow Wow on Scugog Island

Native in costume - stock photo
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Hollywood legends 
Film in Port Perry

      The Rosa St. home of Larry and Lynda 
Emmerson	 was	 taken	 over	 by	 some	 of	
Hollywood	biggest	 stars	April	 19,	when	
a scene from “Closing The Ring” was 

shot in Port Perry.  Filming is also tak-
ing	place	in	a	Toronto	studio	and	on	
the	Townline,	where	a	replica	of	the	
Emmerson’s	 house	 is	 being	 con-
structed.

	 Security	was	 tight	 for	 the	
filming with spectators 
kept	 well	 back	 by	 off-
duty	 police,	 but	 Focus 
On Scugog	 was	 able	
to	 get	 up	 and	 close	
thanks	 to	 a	 neighbour	
who	allowed	access	to	
her home.
			Pictures	on	this	page	
show	 the	 set	 with	 di-

rector	 and	 actors	 during	
filming.
		 	 	Among	 the	most	nota-

bles on hand were Richard 
Attenborough	 who	 is	 direct-

ing	 this	 epic	 love	 story	 with	
such film legends as Christopher 

Plummer, Shirley MacLaine 	
and young upcomer Neve 
Campbell.
 Closing the Ring is billed 
as	 an	 epic	 love	 story	 which	
spans	two	continents	and	half	
a	century,	and	tells	the	story	
of	 an	American	
woman,	 Ethel	
Roberts, who 
honours	a	war-

time	 promise		
of	 love	 to	 her	 husband,	 Teddy		
Gordon. Fifty years after Teddy’s B-
17	bomber	crashes	in	Ireland,	killing	
him,	a	gold	ring	inscribed	with	their	
names is found. The discovery final-

ly	brings	Ethel’s	past	crashing	down	
around her.  Ethel’s daughter Marie 

discovers	the	truth	about	her	mother’s	

past	and	 in	one	 last	attempt	 to	heal	 the	pain	of	a	
lifetime,	 Ethel	 travels	 to	 Ireland,	 either	 to	 end	 her	
life, or to begin it again.
 Filming of Closing the Ring is expected to be 
completed	 in	 mid	 June,	 2006,	 with	 release	 some-
time in 2007.  

Richard Attenborough, Shirley MacLaine, 
Christopher Plummer and Neve Campbell 

star in ‘Closing The Ring’

Shirley MacLaine and Christopher Plummer enjoy a laugh dur-
ing a break of filming on location at the Emmerson’s home 
(below) during filming of Closing The Ring.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

From top: Richard Attenborough, 
Shirley MacLaine, Christopher Plummer 

and Neve Campbell.
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Hollywood legends 
Film in Port Perry

Local girls play for Team
Canada in European tour

Dragon boat racing returns to Port 

Perry this summer after a successful debut 
last July on Lake Scugog.
 Organizers of the Dragon Flies’ Dragon 
Boat Festival are gearing up for an even 
larger festival this year, and the spacious 
grounds of Palmer Park will become a hub 
of activity when hundreds of people visit the 
town.
 Last year thirty teams, including eight 
breast cancer survivor teams, paddled their 
way to raise more than $55,000 for breast 
cancer awareness as well as for diagnosis 
and treatment in Lindsay, Port Perry, Ux-
bridge and Oshawa hospitals. 
 Many paddlers, who last year entered this 
festival without any previous experience, felt 
the thrill of dragon boating.
 What makes this sporting event so 
unique is that the necessary skills are 
learned during the practices leading up to 
the main event day. 
 Races cover 500 meters with three boats 

in each heat. The course will span the water 
from the west side of Scugog Island over to 
Palmer Park.
 Forty teams, including breast cancer 
survivor and youth teams, will take part in 
this year’s festival. Team divisions include 
Youth Crew (ages 14-17), Mixed Crew, All 
Women Crew and Breast Cancer Survivor 
Crew. Complete teams are comprised of 22 
people (20 paddlers, 1 drummer and 1 steer 
person).
 This year the festival is promoting youth 
teams as well as age divisions within the 
various categories of mixed gender and all 
female crew divisions.
 The Dragon Flies have gathered in sup-
port of each other and to show their spirit of 
overcoming cancer. Each member has had 
a first-hand experience with cancer - a com-
monality which has brought them together.
 An invitation is extended to become 
involved in a week of excitement culminat-
ing with the Second Annual Dragon Flies’ 
Dragon Boat Festival Day.

 About 75 volunteers are required to run 
the festival, and anyone who would like to 
get involved is welcomed. Students who 
volunteer can use the time towards the com-
munity service requirements for their high 
school diplomas.
 The event takes place July 8 along the 
shoreline of Lake Scugog in Palmer Park.
 For further information, visit the website 
www.thedragonflies.org or call 705-932-2078 
or 888-679-4222.

Who are The Dragon Flies?
    The Dragon Flies is a group of women 
who have come together to form a dragon 
boat team comprised of breast cancer survi-
vors. The team members range from 35-90 
years of age, come from all walks of life and 
enjoy the social benefits inherent to a team 
atmosphere. Some have recovered from 
this common disease, others are currently 
receiving treatment and support.
    The team consists of members and sup-
porters from the City of Kawartha Lakes, 
Port Perry, Uxbridge and Durham regions. 

 This July, while most people are 
thinking about summer vacations, 
swimming and lazing in the sun, two 
young women from Scugog Town-
ship will have other things on their 
minds.
 Alaina Burger and Alaina Davis will 
be heading to Europe as part of the 
Team Canada Polar Bears Ringette 
team which will tour and play in Ger-
many, Sweden, Finland, Czech Re-
public.
 Both women played ringette for 
more than 10 years in the Port Per-
ry Ringette league before women’s 
hockey became more popular and the 
local ringette league closed down.
 Last season, the two longtime 
friends reunited while playing for an 
Ajax ringette team, Alaina Davis tak-

ing up her slot in goal, and Alaina 
Burger as a centre forward.
 In January this year, the two girls 
applied to play for Team Canada and 
about a month later received confir-
mation that they had been accepted 
as members of the team.
 The first training camp for the 
Team Canada crew takes place next 
month in Calgary. Until then they will 
be playing pick up hockey and work-
ing on their cardio conditioning.
 The excited young women leave on 
July 18 to attend the four-day training 
camp in Calgary before flying to Ger-
many.
 For the European Tour the Cana-
dian team travel to Germany, Sweden 
and Finland for a series of exhibition

Turn to page 6

 Jill Howsam, cuddles a one-week old Lynx, recently born 
at Northwood Zoo and Animal Sanctuary near Seagrave. The 
sanctuary is holding a fundraising event on June 24, to help 
defray costs of feeding the hundreds of animals it cares for. 
See page 1 for more details about the animal fund raiser.

Return of the 
Dragons 
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 Canada Day returns to Port 
Perry on Saturday, July 1, 2006 
and Scugog Chamber of Com-
merce organizers are promising 
a big party for the nation’s 139 
birthday.
 The traditional one day cele-
bration associated with Canada’s 
birthday in Scugog will become 
a weekend party for the commu-
nity, helping to replace the termi-
nated Festival Days.

 The celebrations begin on 
June 30 at 8 pm with live enter-
tainment outside the Latcham 
Centre. There will be a mini-mid-
way,  games, vendors, bouncing 
castles, and more!
 In co-operation with Fish TV, 
the Chamber will be hosting the 
3rd Annual Celebrity Showdown 
on July 1, 2006. Kids’ games will 
begin in Palmer Park at 11 am 
with the Kids Parade, and also 

games and contests. 
And don’t miss the 
spectacular fireworks 
display at dusk. More 
kids’ events will take 
place Sunday starting 
at 11 am with the Teddy Bear 
Picnic, Bike Rodeo, and more 
games.
 Join the festivities and help the 
Scugog Chamber of Commerce 
bring a memorable weekend ex-

travaganza to the shores of 
Lake Scugog. 
 Festival hours are Friday 8 
pm to 1 pm Saturday, 10 am -1 
am, and Sunday 10 am-5 pm For 
information call 905-985-4971 or 
visit www.scugogchamber.ca.

Canada Day party

Team Canada tour
Continued from page 5

 games, and then on to the Czech Republic where they will com-
pete in a high level tournament.
 Canada has been sending ringette teams to Europe every year 
since 2000. The cost of the trip is about $5,000 per person.
 In an effort to offset the cost of this trip, Ms. Burger and Ms. 
Davis are requesting the support of local businesses and organiza-
tions.
 Anyone wishing to support the girls on this adventure can call 
Alaina Burger at 905-985-5326 or Alaina Davis at 905-985-6425. 
 For more information about the Polar Bears Ringette tour, you 
can visit their website at www.polarbearsringette.com.
 
 

SCUGOG TRIVIA 
?

?
1. Before the Royal Bank took over the building in 
which	it	is	now	located,	at	the	corner	of	Queen	and	
Perry	Street,	what	business	was	located	there?
Was it the:  1. Post Office
                 2. Liquor Store
                 �. Brewer’s Retail
                 �. Flamingo Restaurant

2. In	 April	 1991,	 escaped	 prisoner	 David	 Clifford	
Maltby,	44,	who	was	serving	a	nine-year	sentence	in	
Warkworth	Prison,	walked	into	The	Port	Perry	Star	
office and gave a reporter an interview, while police 
scoured the area looking for the fugitive. What was 
the	reporters	name	that	was	confronted	by	Maltby?	
	 1. John B. McClelland
 2. Kelly Lown
 �. Julia Dempsey
 �. Scott Anderson

TEST YOUR MEMORY

ANSWERS:  Question #1 - Liquor Store.   Question #2 - Julia Dempsey
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 Bill Barr left his home near Seagrave not 
long after sunrise on June 20, 1986, just as 
he did every morning of the work week. 
 There was nothing special about this 
warm summer day 20 years ago, that is un-
til he arrived at his Stedman’s Department 
store in the Port Perry Plaza.
 It was as he was unlocking the front door 
of the store that Bill looked down and found 
a surprise he’s never forgotten. A surprise 
that remains a mystery and puzzles him to 
this day. 
 There laying on 

the cement walk 
was a large stone 
painted white, 
with the words 
The Phantom 
printed on its 
surface in black 

letters. 
 But Bill 

wasn’t 

the only one to receive the Phantom’s  
surprise that Monday morning. Similar mys-
terious stones, also signed “The Phantom” 
were found by several business people that 
morning.

 Others who arrived at work to find the 
stone were Jim Grieve of Port Perry IGA, 
Earl Cuddie at Scugog Township offices,  
Wayne Luke in front of Luke’s Country 
Store and Larry Emmerson in front of his 
insurance office. One was also left at The 
Port Perry Star office, then located on 
Queen St.
 Why The Phantom singled out those par-
ticular stores is unknown, but it was just the 
start for the mysterious prankster.
 About two weeks later, then Port Perry 
Star editor John B. McClelland found a rock 
on the front steps of his home, with a letter 
to the editor attached.
 The Phantom wrote “I’m enjoying your 
town of Port Perry, the lake, the beach, 
but especially the very nice shops and their 
handsome owners and staff.”
   Scugog Chamber of Commerce Festival 
Days chairman Bill Barr issued a challenge 
for The Phantom to show up at the Wintar-
io Draw being held in July during Festival 
Days and although 
The Phantom initially 
accepted the invita-
tion, he/she did not 
make a showing.
 Over the next few 
months many names 
surfaced, as to who 
the mysterious Phan-
tom could be. Some 
of the names pub-
lished in the news-
paper, included Dr. 
Jack Cottrell, Bill 
Barr, Larry Emmer-
son and Earl Cuddie, 
but The Phantom de-

nied each and every name.
 The Phantom surfaced a few more times 
throughout the summer, but now, 20 years 
later his/her identity is still a mystery.
 Focus invites the real ‘Phantom’ to drop us 
a line and reveal his, or her real identity. The 
game is over... you win!

By J. Peter Hvidsten

IdentIty of ‘PHAntoM’ StILL
A MyStery 20 yeArS LAter

WHERE IS THE PHANTOM?
B

ill
 “

B
ird

ho
us

e 
W

lly
” 

B
ar

r



10   Focus On Scugog   focus@observerpub.ca

AdVErtisiNg 
dEAdliNE 

for the next issue of 
Focus On Scugog
June 30, 2006

Call Tracy at
905-441-6252

FOCUS
on Scugog

Thumbs Up	 for	 Tony	 and	 Gail,	 our	 friends	 at		
Videoplex on Water St., for the eight wonder-
ful	 years	of	 friendly	 service	 they	provided	 to	 their		
Scugog customers. We will miss them and hope 
they will remember to visit us often.

Thumbs Down	 to	 the	 ever	 increasing	 number	
of fundraising groups we find at the entrances to 
stores. No one minds donating to worthy causes, 
especially	local	ones,	but	those	canvassers	trucked	
in	 and	 dropped	 off,	 from	 outside	 the	 community,	
should be given the boot.

Thumbs Up	 to	 the	 Young	 People’s	 Theatre	
Company that is being formed in Port Perry. 	
It	 will	 be	 a	 wonderful	 opportunity	 for	 some	 of		
Scugog’s talented young people. We look forward 
to your first planned musical.

Thumbs Down	 for	 those	 who	 made	 the	 decision		
to include the Royal Canadian Legion in the new 	
Ontario-wide smoking ban. You have to ask yourself 
if	our	veterans	don’t	wonder	what	they	fought	for,	as	
they	are	now	forced	to	stand	outside	to	enjoy	a	legal	
smoke. Aren’t cigarettes less dangerous than bullets?

Thumbs Down	 to	 the	 growing	 number	 of	 busi-
nesses which refuse to accept $50 and $100 bills. 
We suggest they invest in a money scanner. Turning 
away	legal	currency	just	doesn’t	seem	like	a	good	
business practice. 

Thumbs Up	to	Scugog	council	for	wanting	to	ask	
the developers of the proposed gargantuan plaza 
on	7A	for	more	time	to	study	all	of	the	information	
needed to make the right decision. This controver-
sial proposal certainly deserves more input.

Thumbs Down	to	uncourteous	drivers	who	fail	to	
use their turning signals. It’s infuriating waiting at a 
corner for a vehicle to drive by, only to find out it’s 
turning at the last minute. Just makes you want to 
swear.  Okay I will.   ?*/@#”  */@*/*”

Thumbs Up	 to	all	 the	volunteers	and	participants	
who took part in this year’s Canoe The Nonquon. 
As	fate	would	have	it	the	heaven’s	opened	up	and	
rain fell for most of the day. But this didn’t deter 140 
hardy souls from making the river/lake trek.

Thumbs Down	to	the	big	oil	companies	who	con-
tinue to play with our minds and wallets. How can 
gas go from 89.9¢ litre in the afternoon to $107.9 a 
few hours later? Come on guys... give us a break!

A column devoted to recognizing 
events and decisions which effect the 

residents of Scugog Township, 
and rating them with a 

“Thumbs Up, or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs
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  e’s simply known as Dr. Jack to his many friends and
  patients around Scugog, but for the past year this amiable
  Port Perry dentist has been travelling around the globe

as president of the Canadian Dental Association.
 It’s been a whirlwind year for Dr. Cottrell, since being elect-
ed to the lofty position of president of the CDA in April 2005. His 
career had been on a steady climb up the ladder, having served 
his colleagues in the Durham Dental Society, the Ontario Dental  
Association and culminating with recent service to the national den-
tal organization.
 Born, educated and trained in Toronto, with a brief stint in 
Windsor, Dr. Cottrell moved to Port Perry in 1975 with high school 
friend Jim Hardy to assist Dr. Dale Lague, and eventually opened 
their own clinic on Queen St. 
 He fell in love with the community and over the years has filled 
positions with many local organizations, including the Big Brother’s 
Association, Scugog Memorial Library, Town Hall 1873, Scugog 
Chamber of Commerce, and he even served one term as a council-
lor for the Township of Scugog. 
 Port Perry was the perfect place to raise a family.  He is pleased 
to have daughter Kelly-Ann, a dental surgeon, share his profession, 
but is equally proud of sons John (a chiropractor), Jason (a second 
year business student at Western) and Justin, who thrives at a mu-
sic and sound engineering career. 
 Seeing them settled in their own professions and having his 
wife, Michelle, a preventative dentistry assistant, travel with him 
during his year of presidency made being away from home a more 
gratifying experience.
 “It has been very special meeting thousands of dentists during 
this past year of travel around the world,” says Dr. Cottrell. 
 He has attended dental conferences in Mexico, where he was 
given an opportunity to speak, and at a dental congress in Delhi, 
India, as a member of the World Dental Association.
 Dr. Cottrell has witnessed a great difference in level of care in 
these countries, and says he now realizes how blessed we are in 

this country.
    One of the crowning jewels 
of Dr. Cottrell’s term was the 
privilege of hosting a global con-
ference in Montreal this past 
August at which 16,000 dentists 
from 130 countries met.
    “One dentist that I keep in 
touch with is from Zambia where 
there are 55 dentists for a popu-
lation of 5 million,” he explains. 
His fervent desire is to bring his 
profession one step closer to a 
world without borders.
    To that end, Dr. Cottrell is 
thrilled to have been named the 
leader of the Canadian delega-
tion for September’s Congress 

north of Hong Kong. 
 He even welcomes the preparatory meetings with American 
and Mexican associates to plan North American strategies. Much 
of the world, he explains, expects North America to lead with re-
spect to policies and issues at the global level.
 Heady stuff, but Dr. Cottrell alluded to the fact that his staff at 
Port Perry Dental Centre, is delighted to see him so active in larger 
projects of this kind. His abundant energy almost demands such an 
outlet.
 While perusing the long list of material that Dr. Cottrell has 
authored, it is evident that his interests lay in the organizational, 
leadership and professional excellence arenas. Not surprisingly, his 
vision centres on elevating both business and professional values 
with his associates. 
 “I find it’s important to take a step back, looking at the big pic-
ture, in order to help people be contributors to a better healthcare 
profession,” he says. “I like to think of us as one team working col-
laboratively to make headway. In other areas, you so often see in-
fighting that fragments organizations into special interest groups. 
They just get mired down.” Dr. Cottrell does his best to impart his 
inclusive vision whether in committee, as a delegate or leader of an 
organization like the CDA.
 This year Dr. Cottrell will serve as chair of a CDA Task Force 
to review policies, issues and programs. He has also been invited to 
work with colleagues at the International College of Dentistry on 
relief programs and projects for third world countries.
 If one of his own concepts could be used to sum up his profes-
sional, community and even personal interactions, it would be that 
his life is “continually evolving.”
 When Jack Cottrell surveyed the choices of places to set up 
a practice in the mid-70s, how fortunate he selected the beautiful, 
small town of Port Perry. It is the perfect counterpoint and respite 
to his efforts on the world stage – the perfect place to call home.

By Barbara Hunt

H

Dr. Jack Cottrell in his Port Perry office with a patient

Dr. Jack Cottrell, President CDA

Whirlwind year ends for 
Canadian dental Association
president dr. Jack Cottrell

Back in the chair

focus@observerpub.ca Focus On Scugog    11   
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Uxbridge-Scugog Animal Shelter 
finds homes for most of its 

abandoned pets
 “Since the weather started getting warmer, we get 10 to 15 calls 
a day for puppies,” says Vicki McWhirter, head of the Uxbridge-
Scugog Animal Control Centre at 1360 Reach Street in Port Perry. 
 Although nostalgic for the days when she had to visit the dump 
to keep up with the demand for newspapers, she explains that num-
bers are down at all shelters.
 “We haven’t had puppies for two or three years other than the 
odd one and by this time of year, we usually have at least 30 cats.” 
At present, the shelter houses only three dogs, four cats and half a 
dozen kittens that are ready to go out next week.
 With a full-time staff of three and one part-time employee, the 
facility, first occupied in March 1991, is mandated by the Township 
of Scugog to deal with stray animals both wild and domestic. 
 All domestic animals with owners, even those abandoned or 
abused, are referred to The Humane Society. Animal control will 
only respond to wild animal calls when they concern those dead, 
injured or sick. They assist residents in dealing with raccoons or 
skunks by renting out live traps. According to Vicki, wild animal 
responses make up 70% of their duties.
    “Even our wild animal numbers have dropped from 55 in 2004 
to 36 in 2005 and 9 to date this year,” says Vicki, “although this has 
nothing to do with pet owners being super responsible.” 
 In 2004, the Uxbridge-Scugog Animal Control Centre adopted 
out 273 dogs and 562 cats. In 2005, these numbers fell to 567 total 
animals and Vicki seems confident that they will be further reduced 
this year.
 A prominent wall between the near-empty dog and cat kennels 
sports before and after photos of successful adoptions. “Since we’ve 
had our website (www.uxbridge-scugog.petfinder.com), the animals 
just fly out of here. One lady recently drove down from Ottawa, after 
seeing a dog on-line,” Vicki explains.
 She also praises the staff at Paul Mac Pet Foods in Port Perry 
and Pet Value in Uxbridge for their care with adoptions from their 
locations.  

“Maybe with three 
outlets plus the website, we won’t get 
that jammed again,” speculates Vicki. It’s small, 
caring touches such as providing a board in the reception area for 
residents who need to find new owners for their pets whatever the 
reason.
 Caring touches have comforted Diesel, the dog who came in on 
March 27th with only a small tuft of hair left on top of his head. He 
was stricken with mange, an inexpensively-remedied skin disorder 
that left him bald.
 The large, golden, mixed-breed dog that greets visitors from 
his grassy compound by the parking lot “is rambunctious and needs 
the right home.” He counts on caring touches as does Daisy, a ter-
rified Jack Russell terrier who is the newest resident.
 When faced with the stark reality of empty cages, Vicki seems 
hopeful. “We’re so pleased that all of the animals have been adopt-
ed, but it may not last with baby season just around the corner.” 

By Barbara Hunt

 Uxbridge-Scugog Animal Control Centre is located at 
1360 Reach Street Port Perry. For information call 905-985-9547.

 Dogs and their owners will 
not want to miss the annual 
Dog Day of Scugog coming  
to Scugog Shores Museum 
Village in July. 
 Talented mem-
bers of the Super-
Dog Central Per-
formance Team 
will once again be 
the featured per-
formers. They will 
be making a special 
stop at the Museum to enter-
tain their many fans through-
out the day. 
 Other scheduled events  
include the popular SuperDog 
Idol contest, free for all dogs  
to enter, doggie fashion shows, 
parade of breeds, demonstra-
tions and more. 

 Visit with local breeders to 
discover what breed would be 
the best fit for your family, ex-
plore unique gift ideas for your 

pooch from one of 
the many vendors 
or just have fun 
introducing your 
dog to some new 
friends. 
 The popular 

event takes 
place on Sunday, 

July 23. Admission to the all-
day event is $5 for adults, $3 
for students and seniors and 
free for all children under 12 
and all dogs.
 Please contact the Muse-
um for more information or if  
you are interested in being a 
vendor.

Scugog begins search 
for “SuperDog Idol”

It’s the little things that help...
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 Ongoing concerns about 
the  new, large commercial 
development proposed for the 
west end of Port Perry will be 
addressed later this month.
 The Township of Scugog 
will be hosting a public open 
house to provide information to 
residents and business people, 
about the land use planning 
process as it relates to a retail 
development application.
 The applications which has 
been submitted by TFGI (Port 
Perry 2) Inc., seeks permission 
to increase the gross floor 
area for retail uses within the 
Community Commercial area 
on the west side of Port Perry, 
from the present 215,00 sq. ft. 
to 355,000 sq. ft.
 To proceed, the application 
will require amendments to 
the Township’s Official Plan 
and Zoning By-law; and the 
Durham Regional Official Plan.
 The open house will be held 
on Monday, June 16, beginning 
at 8 p.m. at the Scugog  
Community Rec Centre, at 
1655 Reach St.
 Anyone with concerns, or 
are interested in learning more 
about the steps necessary in 
the planning process are urged 
to attend.
 

Public Open
House for
new retail
development
proposal

expert answers to most frequently asked 
health and wellness questions

Healthy Living means 
making positive 

choices that enhance 
your personal,  

physical, mental and 
spiritual health.

Get moving. The key to success is choosing an 
activity that you enjoy. Even moderate levels of 

activity have important health benefits. 

Drink water. Did you know by drinking  
6-8 glasses of water a day maintains the ability to 

deliver energy and oxygen to working muscles and it 
maintains your body temperature.

FOCUS
                            on  

Health & Wellness

112 Water St., Port Perry
905-982-1958

What is the most effective way 
to determine my optimum diet?

Many	factors	need	to	be	
considered	with	regards	to	the	
							appropriate	diet	for	each	

individual. Some general guidelines 
are	provided	within	a	book	entitled	
“Eat Right For Your Type”. This book 
relates specific diets for particular 
blood	types	and	may	provide	helpful	
guidelines	for	some	people	but	
because every individual is unique 
and	has	been	affected	by	factors	other	
than	blood	type	such	as	genetics,	
environment	and	stress,	the	most	
effective	approach	is	to	receive	a	full	
assessment from a Naturotherapy 
Practitioner	along	with	a	live	blood	
analysis. Brenda Leite utilizes a live 
blood	smear	along	with	a	dry	smear	to	
assess	the	patient’s	current	nutritional	
status. Sunleite Integrative Health 
Center has a state-of-the-art darkfield, 
phase	contrast,	research	microscope	
with	hook-up	to	a	video	screen,	which	
enables	you	to	also	see	the	live	blood	
cells. Strengths and deficiencies are 
viewed and analyzed. A nutritional 
plan	is	provided	based	upon	your		
own unique needs. An essential step 
in	the	direction	of	good	health	and	
longevity.

188 Mary St., Port Perry
905-985-3303

To advertise 
in next month’s 

Health & Wellness
Call Tracy Souch
905-441-6252

$175 per spot
includes 

process colour

What is               ™?

™	is	a	line	of	
quality salon and skin  
					care	solutions	that	are	

good	for	our	clients	and	the	
environment. All 	™	
products	are	based	in	and	
contain	pharmaceutical	grade	
Aloe Vera gel. Most salon 
products’ #1 ingredient is water. 

™	replaces	water	
with Aloe Vera. Aloe Vera has 
been	used	for	centuries	for	its	
soothing and healing properties. 
In	addition,	 ™	uses	
all	natural	ingredients	such	as	
essential	oils	and	botanical	
extracts. No harmful chemicals 
are used. ™	offers	our	
clients	a	healthy	way	to	have	
healthy, shiny, manageable hair. 
Call	today	for	an	appointment	
with	one	of	our	professional	
stylists	to	get	the	right	

™ solution for you!



 One of the most unique houses in Scugog is this Prince Albert 
house which, over the years, came to be known as the MacBrien 
House or “The Orchards.” Today it is simply called Heartland. 
 This substantial clapboard covered home was built about 1858 by 
S.E. Barber and sold to Aaron Ross and his wife Lucinda (Fitchett) in 
1861. Mr. Ross started his local business career as a maker of boots and 
shoes but later expanded his business interests and became a promi-

nent and wealthy 
grain merchant in 
Port Perry, where 
he owned and oper-
ated the local grain 
elevator which still 
stands near the lake 
today.
  When Ross 
joined the business 
migration to Port Perry prior to the arrival of the railroad in 1871, he 
sold this house to James MacBrien.  
      Although the original section of the house was built on a conven-
tional plan in the Georgian style, with a central staircase and hallway, 
the front exterior has many distinguishing features. On the ground 
level there are French doors on either side of the main entrance while 
the remainder of the windows at the ground level are casement win-
dows.
 The upstairs rooms have conventional double hung windows. The 
unusual verandah has a roof of curved pine boards, and is embel-
lished with delicate trellis work, also in white pine. 
 James MacBrien became a public school inspector for the prov-
ince of Ontario in 1871. As an inspector, MacBrien was responsible 
for all the schools in the northern half of Ontario County. James and 
his wife Julia Frances had nine children, all of whom attended Port  

Classic 1850s home 
is rich with history

1�   Focus On Scugog   focus@observerpub.ca

This 
    Old House

This large family-style room was added to the historic home about 1960. It is constructed of beams 
and boards from a barn and features a large stone fireplace on the west end.

Gail Smith and Diane Matthew with the Heritage 
Plaque presented to them last year.
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Perry High School. James died in 1909.  Julia lived in the house until her death in 1938.  
 The MacBrien’s most distinguished son was James Howden MacBrien, later to  
become Major General Sir James MacBrien. He was born in this house in 1878.  Upon 
graduation from Port Perry High School in 1896, he obtained his first job as a bank clerk 
at the Western Bank in Port Perry. This is now the easternmost section of Brock’s store 
on Queen Street.  
 He remained at the bank for a year and then, seeking adventure and travel, he signed 
up to join the North West Mounted Police. When the Boer War broke out in South Africa 
in October 1899, MacBrien returned to Ontario and joined the 34th Ontario Regiment in 
Oshawa so that he could be assigned to the African conflict. There he became an officer 
in the Royal Canadian Dragoons.  
 His major role at that time was to amalgamate the separate divisions of the police in 
the five western provinces.  Another duty was to expand the R.C.M.P. to include coast-
al patrol duties in its mandate. This was at a time when rum-runners and others were  
active during prohibition.  This division which MacBrien organized later became the  
Canadian Coast Guard.  Another of his accomplishments was to oversee the mechanization 
of the R.C.M.P. and by 1936 he had introduced 500 motorized vehicles into the force and  
reduced the saddle horses from over 1,000 to 226.
 The Canadian government, recognizing MacBrien’s accomplishments, put forward 
his name for a knighthood. In June 1935, he was knighted by King George V on 
the occasion of the monarch’s 70th birthday.  
 During his notable career, he never forgot his roots and frequently came 
home to Port Perry, at times privately to visit his relatives and sometimes  
to attend public gatherings.  One such event was the dedication of the new 
Memorial Library in May 1935.  On this occasion he flew directly from Ottawa 
by sea plane and landed on Lake Scugog.   
 MacBrien’s wife Nellie died in 1921. He later married Emily Harbridge of 
New York. MacBrien’s death came unexpectedly on March 10, 1938, while he 
was still in office as Commissioner of the R.C.M.P. His mother also died that 
year.
 To honour him, an immense and majestic funeral took place in Toronto. 
His flag-draped coffin, mounted on a horse drawn gun carriage made its way to  
St. Paul’s Church on Bloor Street and then to Union Station where, in the great 
hall of the building, a farewell ceremony took place before his remains were 
transported to Ottawa for a military burial. 
 The house remained in the MacBrien family for 90 years before being sold 
in 1961. Recent owners include Joseph and Delores Victor who purchased  
the property in 1989. It was at this time the property was given the name 
“Heartland”. 
 In October 1993 the historic home was purchased by its present owners are 
Gail Smith and Diane Matthew who continue to live in this charming home... 
one of Scugog’s best.

MacBrien home for 90 years

Pictures: Top right, the main hall and entrance to this home is bright and welcoming, 
with its yellow walls and original pine floors.  Centre right: A quaint corner nook with 
wall high windows overlooking the gardens.  Bottom right: A section of the bright, 
spacious great room with its marble fireplace.   Below: An exterior view of the home.
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Honour Roll

 “If ever there was a person who truly 
is an unsung hero of our community, it’s 
Ilean,” said Mayor Marilyn Pearce of this 
mother/grandmother/great-grandmother 
who has dedicated herself to her community 
for over 50 years. 
 And it is for her unselfish work, the 
mayor selected Ilean for recognition on  
the township’s Honour Roll earlier this year. 
 Ilean, who lost her husband Merlyn 
to cancer seven years ago, moved from 
Claremont in 1953 and took up residence 
in Prince Albert with her young family. 
Even though she was occupied with such 
duties as sewing for customers or running a 
daycare, Ilean soon became involved as  
a volunteer. 
 Her interests progressed from cubs 
and scouts to the 4H Junior Homemaker 
program. She remembers her time 
teaching young ladies homemaking skills 
as thoroughly enjoyable and remained 
engaged long enough to secure a 20-year 
certificate. 
 “When my family was growing up, 
I believed in being involved in what the 
children were into,” she explained.
 As her children became more self-
sufficient, Ilean spread her wings. She was 
employed by the Homecare Division of the 
Red Cross for 18 years until her retirement. 
 Concurrently, she canvassed for the 
Cancer Society for over 20 years and moved 
from being one of the first floor volunteers, 
to gift buyer, and President of the Hospital 
Auxiliary over a 40-year period. 

 Ilean’s bonds to the Prince Albert 
United Church are extremely strong. 
She has taught Sunday School as well 
as served as elder, steward and UCW 
President. Ilean is delighted to see the 
Prince Albert United Church celebrating 
its 150 anniversary, and to see more 
young people attending this historic 
institution.
 Years ago, Ilean worked along side her 
husband converting the old Prince Albert 
school house into a community centre for 
the village.
 She helped with “whatever programs 
were necessary”, but fellow volunteers 
recognized and valued her vast 
experience at organizing. She has served 
in the capacity of Treasurer of the Board 
for many years and was the Project 
Manager during the installation of an 
elevator. 
 At present, the largest number of 
Ilean’s volunteer hours go into the Nursing 
Home. “My mother was there and I like 
having personal contact with the residents,” 
she says. 
 She assists the nursing staff in feeding 
and caring for Alzheimer’s patients. She 
cites this as a “big need” and enjoys taking 
residents on group outings. “If they didn’t 
have volunteers, they couldn’t do it,” she 
says. “And it’s so gratifying to see our 
residents enjoy themselves.”
 In addition to her volunteer work, Ilean 
also spent many years as  the Prince Albert 
correspondent for the Port Perry Star. 

 When she has “nothing else to do”, she 
devotes herself to quilting and working on 
her flowerbeds. She also manages to find 
some quiet time reading and walking as well. 
 This dynamo-volunteer is a community 
gem, who will share the secret to her 
success with anyone who cares to listen. 
 “I just pace myself,” she says with a 
twinkle in her eye.

By Barbara Hunt

Her joy comes from
helping others

Ilean Pugh

Ilean was inducted into the Mayor’s Honour Roll in 
January and she is seen here with a Certificate of 
Appreciation she received from the township.
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112 Water St., 
Port Perry

905-982-1958

reflect day spa & salon
has grown to serve you better!

The team at  re f lect  wou ld l i ke to thank  

a l l  o f  our  c l ien te le  fo r  your  suppor t  

and pat ience,  w i thout  you we wou ld  

not  be ab le to expand and grow.

re f lect  o f fe rs a w ide range o f  

spa ser v ices inc lud ing our  newest  

add i t ion,  our  second massage  

ped icure s ta t ion,  so you and a f r iend  

can indu lge in  dua l  ped icures.

Check w i th your  ex tended hea l th  

coverage,  we o f fe r  deep t issue  

massage therapy and Saba i™  

warm stone massages th roughout  

the week inc lud ing Saturdays.

We are exc i ted to in t roduce  

our  new summer Spa hours  

fo r  your  conven ience.  

Monday -  F r iday  9:00 to 8:00

Saturdays  9:00 to 5:00

re f lects ’  v is ion is  to be an  

a l l  na tura l  sa lon & spa.  We of fe r  

an a l l  exc lus ive,  A loe Vera  

based ha i r  care l ine,           ™  

and our  botan ica l -based sk in  

care l ine,  pevon ia™, spec ia l i z ing  

in  rosacea & ant i -age sk in types.
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FEEDERS
PLANTERS
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Great Selection

Great Prices
~

Drop	by	for	a	visit
15173 Simcoe St.

PORT PERRY, ONT.
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At Tansi Orthopedic don’t ask 
for a size, ask to be fitted.
Do you suffer from foot pain, swollen legs, back pain, arthritis 
or diabetes?

We carry Custom Orthotics, Compression stockings,  
Complete line of Obusforme products,  
Back support & Body braces.

1894 SCUGOG ST., UNIT 5  (FOOD BASICS PLAZA) PORT PERRY

905-982-0606

OPEN:
Mon., Tue., Thur., Fri.

from 10am - 5pm
Wed. 10am - 7pm
Sat. 11am - 4pm

OrThOpediC 
CenTre
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  omething tragic is happening in the rural areas of Scugog
               Township, and it can’t be stopped.
        Century old farmhouses and barns are disappearing.
         Some are lost to fire, some are being abandoned, but 
most are being demolished due to restrictive planning laws.  
 Under current regulations, when a farmer or other rural prop-
erty owner decides to build a newer or larger home on their land, 
they are required to demolish the older home. Planning by-laws 
restrict the number of homes permitted on a given parcel of land.
 Peter Wokral, chair of the Scugog Heritage Committee, is very 
concerned and thinks that this loss of history can be prevented. 
 He told Focus On Scugog, “if severances were permitted for herit-
age dwellings on these properties, the original heritage home could 
be sold or rented, thus preserving it for future generations to ap-
preciate and occupy.”
 “A designation that protects heritage attributes of any given 
structure could be a condition and pre-requisite to any possible sev-
erance,” he said.
 Another of his suggestions would be to permit rural property 
owners to advertise unwanted heritage buildings free for reloca-
tion, and to permit other property owners to sever rural property to 
accommodate the relocation of a heritage structure.  
 Mr. Wokral understands there would be a need to restrict the 
number of lots eligible for severance for heritage reasons, but he is 
convinced that such alternatives would provide many benefits. 
 “They would provide a welcome source of additional income to 
rural property owners and 
farmers pinched by declin-
ing profits and limited devel-
opment opportunity in lands 
protected by Greenbelt legis-
lation,” he added. 
 Since most rural proper-
ties are serviced by wells and 
septic systems, the municipal-
ity would not need to add to 
the infrastructure.  The mu-
nicipality would also benefit 
from development charges 
and an increased tax base.
 Our natural environment 
would benefit as the embod-
ied energy of heritage build-
ings would be conserved and 

sound dwellings and building materials would be diverted from  
already over-stretched landfills. 
 But the main benefit would be the preservation of homes that 
reflect the history of this community and its growth. These homes 
often provide the only visual link to our agricultural past as barns 
and other farm structures become redundant. 
 Scugog mayor, Marilyn Pearce commented, “unfortunately we 
do not have the tools to preserve heritage properties through sev-
erances. The new Greenbelt Legislation prevents us from severing 
rural lots.  The legislation terms this practice as “fragmentation.”
She added, “the hands of the municipality are tied. We cannot waive 
fees, we cannot give bonuses to a developer who wants to move a 
heritage property to a development.  If there was overriding provin-
cial legislation to assist us in heritage preservation we would make 
use of it.”
 Mayor Pearce emphasized that appeals of this nature must ulti-
mately get to the Ontario government.
 “I commend Peter Wokral and the Heritage Committee for what 
they are doing in moving toward a definition of rural character.  

I would encourage the committee to 
help us in defining what is unique to 
Scugog and hopefully present us with 
a complete list of homes that could be 
considered as heritage properties.

I also look forward to their partici-
pation in next year’s review of the offi-
cial plan, which at this stage makes no 
reference to rural architecture,” the 
mayor said.

Mr. Wokral will be suggesting to 
Scugog Township council that they 
consider lobbying other governmental 
agencies to amend current planning 
legislation in order to preserve our  
rural heritage here in Scugog and 
across the province.

By Paul Arculus

This new house will soon replace the early 20th century Edwardian Four 
Square house located south of Seagrave on Simcoe St. Heritage conser-
vationists are questioning the need to destroy old farm homes, which are 
great examples of our early 20th century farm house construction.

“Every year Scugog Township 
is losing farmhouses that 
define a cultural landscape 
and serve as a tangible 
reminder of the lives and 
ambitions of our ancestors.”

.... Peter Wokral - Chairman, Scugog Heritage		

HERITAGE LOST

S

This  brick gothic revival house, just west of Manchester, will soon be 
demolished in place of the new brick house to the left of the picture.
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DID YOU KNOW - The value of con-
struction projects in the Township of 
Scugog declined 39 per cent during the 
first quarter of this year. In 2005 build-

ing values soared to $5,500,150, but as of 
March 31 this year, the value of construc-

tion stands at  only $3,349,550. 
     Wow! At this rate construction could be

        down more than $8 million in 2006.

DID YOU KNOW - The Township of Scugog is home to 20,173 
persons, living in a total of 7,437 private dwellings. The urban 
centre of Port Perry has a population of approximately 7,000 resi-
dents. The township has an area 474.62  sq. km. and a density of 
42.5 persons per sq. km. 
 There’s probably more rabbits per sq. km. than 42.5!

DID YOU KNOW - The building currently occupied by Techstar 
Plastics, on Old Simcoe Rd., was built as a butter tart factory?   
Flamingo Pastries Ltd. was opened there by Ken and Marj Jackson  
in 1968. They employed 96 people and manufactured 100,000  
dozen (that’s over 1 million) butter tarts per week.
 And they were the best damn butter tarts anywhere!

DID YOU KNOW - According to the Canada 2001 Census the 
Mississaugas of Scugog Island reserve located on Scugog Island 
occupies an area of 2.58 sq. km. At that time, five years ago, there 
were 28 dwellings on the land, with a populations of 51.
 The latest census reports, when they’re compiled, should find these 
numbers up substantially from five years ago.

DID YOU KNOW - It was the Port Perry Kinsmen Club who 
built the first sand beach and swimming area in Palmer Park back 
in the 1970s. Now the local Kinsmen are raising fund to further 
their commitment to the park by upgrading the facility with a 
splash pad with a number of water features for the enjoyment of 
the small kids.
 The kids will love it! Thanks to the Kinsmen.

DID YOU KNOW - One of the NHLs most smallest, and most 
exciting goalies came from Port Perry? His name was John Ross 
Roach and he played goal 14 seasons the New York Rangers,  
Detroit Red Wings and Toronto Maple Leafs during the 1920s and 
1930s.
 Roach’s nickname was ‘Little Napoleon’ because he stood only 5’5” 
and weighed 130 lbs. A far cry from our goalies today.

DID YOU KNOW - What we now know as Seagrave was origi-
nally called Nonquon. It later became Sonya when a post office 
opened there, but when the post office was moved a couple of 
miles north, the village was renamed Seagrave. This name was 
officially adopted in 1873 after a new post office opened.
 Nonquon, Sonya, Seagrave, Got it now? 

DID YOU
KNOW?

Your long time friends extend to you  
our best wishes for continued success  

in all your future endeavours…

We know this is only the beginning!

Mike Fowler
Myles O’Riordan
Susan O’Riordan
Doug Moffatt
Chuck Willes
Howard Hall
Jim Wood

Bill Ballinger
Jerry Taylor
J. Peter Hvidsten
Brian Callery
Larry Emmerson
Birdhouse Willy

On your 
outstanding 

achievement of 
serving as 

President of the 
Canadian Dental 

Association

  ongratulations

       ackCJ
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•  Laurentian Bank (formerly Standard Trust) re-opened 
for business with former manager Will Davidson and 
many of the original staff members still with the firm.

•  The Dynamic Duo of Bill Brock and Doreen Kendall 
raised  $7,500 for the museum in Canoe the Nonquon.

•  The Royal Bank opened its bright, new “seniors banking 
centre” on Queen Street.

•  Henry and Joyce Janssen officially retired from Port 
Perry Printing after operating the business for 16 years. 
Their son Tony has taken over the printing company.

•  Three Oshawa men narrowly escaped injury when their 
airplane got caught in a down draft, and flipped upside 
down on Lake Scugog.

•  Philp Pontiac-Buick management and staff celebrated  
15 years of business in Port Perry.

•  The Scugog Citizen, a new publication started by former 
Port Perry Star employees John McClelland, Valerie  
Ellis and Kathy Olliffe begins to publish.

•  Dave Gouldberg was elected president of the Kinsmen 
Club of Port Perry for 1991-92.

•  Paul Arculus and John Addison retired from teaching at 
Port Perry High School.

REMEMBERING JUNE 1��1

 Enjoy one of the best-loved musicals of all time this summer 
when Cadenza Productions stages ‘Fiddler on the Roof ’ at the his-
toric Town Hall 1873 in Port Perry. Banking on the success of last 

year’s hugely popular ‘Little Shop of Horrors’, 
Cadenza has assembled a Who’s Who of talent 
from throughout the Region for the show, run-
ning July 6 - 22.

‘Fiddler’ features such songs as the exu-
berant ‘If I Were a Rich Man’, the haunt-
ing ‘Sunrise, Sunset’, and the high-spirited  
‘Matchmaker, Matchmaker’. 
   Some of the stellar cast are Heather  
McCullough, fresh from rave reviews as the  
Narrator in Scugog Choral Society’s ‘Joseph  
and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat’, 
award-winning actor/singer Phil Cook 

as  Tevye the Milkman, and Mary Delaney best known locally  
as the Bag Lady from ‘Little Shop’ who stopped traffic in Port Perry 
last summer.
 Town Hall 1973 is located on the corner of Queen and Simcoe 
Streets in beautiful downtown Port Perry. Tickets are $20 and may 
be reserved by calling Henshall’s Clothing & Gifts, 905-985-1965.  
A portion of the ticket price goes to support Town Hall 1873.  
Profits will be donated to local causes.

Fiddler on the Roof
comes to Town Hall 

Mary Delaney

 Moonlight Madness comes to downtown Port Perry 
on Thursday evening, June 29 for two hours of great 
shopping bargains. The event, sponsored by the 

Downtown Port Perry BIA, will take place between 
10 p.m. and 12 a.m.
 Mark your calendars and don’t forget  

Moonlight Madness! Downtown stays open ‘till  
way past your bedtime, and most stores will be  

offering savings of 20% to 50% off! 
 For more information please contact the  
Port Perry BIA at (905) 985-4971.
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Scugog Exposed

A             massive tornado brought its fury to the people
     of Reach Township and surrounding area during 
the afternoon of July 5th, 1850. 
 The following report, written by Port Perry Star editor Samuel 
Farmer, indicates the day started as most others, but by mid-morning 
it became very hot, the skies began to darken, and bolts of lightning 
struck.
 “There had been great heat in the morning. About noon clouds be-
gan to gather, and the thunderheads piled high like battlements and 
towers. Everything was curiously still and expectant. 
 By degrees it grew very dark, and in the distance forked lightning 
was cutting the back masses of cloud, making a grand but terrifying 
display. Three hours passed and then the storm 
broke. 
 Wind and hail came together – hailstones 
as large as walnuts and wind such as we nev-
er wish to experience. Everything was driven  
helter-skelter before that storm. Nothing could 
save what was in its track. The wind, which blew 
from north-west to south-east, was a whirlwind 
which followed the course already indicated.  
The track covered was from Lake Simcoe to 
Lake Ontario.
 It passed through the northern townships, 
Reach, across the south end of Scugog, into Cart-
wright and the north-west corner of Darlington, 
and on to north of Bowmanville and Lake Ontar-
io.
 A little west of Greenbank, Mrs. Ianson was 
alone with her two boys – James, 8, and John, 12 
years – and Mrs. Hunter, a sister who had been 
in Canada but three weeks. 
 The family could see the storm coming from 
the north-west and ran into the house, and wait-
ed for a few moments in terrible suspense, while 
outside the shriek and roar of the wind mingled 
with the artillery of hail, thunder and lightning.
 What happened in the next few minutes on 
the Ianson farm cannot be described with any 
degree of fullness. All one could do would be 
to pile up adjectives depicting destruction. The 
house was caught in a whirlwind, and scattered 
in pieces here and there over a distance of two 
miles. 
 The big old-fashioned chimney, built of brick 
from the ground up, fell on Mrs. Hunter and 
killed her outright. John Ianson was struck by a 

beam, and his neck and arm were broken. James and his mother were 
buried under a mass of ruins. 
 When they freed themselves after a time, they entered a new world 
– a world of chaos. They attempted to make their way to a neighbour’s, 
but the paths were blocked. All around was a hopeless confusion of 
twisted and broken trees that shut from view everything but the sky. 
Household effects, clothing, harness, hens mixed with bits of board and 
limbs of trees filled the air and some of these things were carried as far 
as Scugog Island. 
  Among the odd things seen, two might be mentioned. A rail was 
found which had been driven endwise into a stump several inches. A 
tree was also found which had been broken off, the stump ripped out 

by the roots and turned upside down, so that the 
top of the stump was driven into the group and the 
roots were left sticking up in the air.
    A short distance from the Ianson’s the Horn’s 
lived. Fortunately for them Harry Bewell ran in and 
warned them of the approach of the storm, inducing 
the family to go down cellar. That likely saved their 
lives for they had barely got down cellar when the 
house was blown away bodily.
    As the wind swept on it cleared a passage 
through the bush so that one could see all the 
way from Borelia to Greenbank. The trees were 
mowed down in an immense swath, and remained 
in that condition in some parts for years. 
 Young Peter Lansing was blown about ten 
feet in the air. When he fell to the ground he was 
rolled over and over like a bundle of hay. Finally he 
caught hold of a stump and managed to hang on. 
After awhile he began to look around a bit and saw 
things blown everywhere. Presently he glanced up 
and saw a small hemlock, roots and all, sailing by 
like a big umbrella.
  At McLeod’s home not far away, the old 
man was killed. He was in the house with his little 
grandchild, and, thinking the place was not safe, 
he picked up the child and started to run out into 
the open. Just as he reached the door a log struck 
him in the head and killed him instantly; but the 
child was unhurt.”

For full report of the Tornado of 1850 visit 
the website at – www.heritagescugog.com

Stories published in Focus On Scugog are from  
the hardcover book “Scugog Exposed”, written by  
J. Peter Hvidsten, and published by Observer  

* A	lamb	was	found	safe	un-
der	a	potash	kettle	which	had	
been upended by the wind.
* A	 broken	 tree	 which	 had	
been	ripped	out	of	the	ground	
was	found	with	the	stump	driv-
en	 deep	 into	 the	 ground	 and	
the roots sticking up in the air.
* The	 tornado	 levelled	 the	
entire	bush,	 providing	a	 clear	
view	 from	 Prince	 Albert	 to	
Borelia and from Borelia to 
Greenbank.
* A Saintfield man had to 
cling	to	a	stump	to	keep	from	
being blown away.
* One	Port	Perry	house	was	
blown	 over	 and	 over,	 ending	
up in Crandell’s field across 
the road.
* An	 elderly	 man	 running	 to	
safety	with	a	child	in	his	arms	
was	struck	in	the	head	by	a	log	
and killed instantly.

Tornado
Facts

tornado of 1850
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Lang and Daisy Cope at their home in Whitby. They both have many fond 
memories of their years in business in Port Perry.                      jph photo

Lang & Daisy Cope
   Owners of Daisy’s Fabrics store

loved their days living in 
Port Perry 

  For more than two decades, 
Lang and Daisy Cope made 
Port	Perry	their	home,	and	now		
they	look	back	on	their	days	in	
town with great fondness.
 Lang was a tireless worker 
for	the	Scugog	Chamber	of	
Commerce,	helping	with		
Festival Days, Western Week-
end	and	the	Ice	Carnival	on	the	
Lake Scugog during the winter.
	 The	couple	moved	to	Port	
Perry from the Beaches in 
Toronto	in	1975	and	opened	
Daisy’s Fabrics in the rear of 
Luke’s Country Store. 
	 After	20	years	in	business,	
they	retired,	and	two	years	later	
moved	into	a	condominium	in	
Whitby.
	 “The	community	support	
was absolutely amazing, 
whatever the project. Anytime 
you	needed	help,	there	were	
always lots of people to help. 
We	never	lived	in	a	community	
that was so together,” Lang 
says.
 He was also amazed at how 
easy it was to make friends. 
“The	High	School	was	an	
amazing place for our kids. 
So	much	for	them	to	do	and	
so	many	great	teachers	who	
willingly	gave	their	time	and	en-
ergy to help them,” he recalled.
  Lang underwent open heart 
bypass	surgery	in	1982	and	
again in 1998. Then he had a 
stent inserted in 2000. These 
events	have	all	forced	the	
Copes	to	think	about	slowing	
down.
	 “Daisy	has	recently	under-
gone	hip	surgery	so	again	we	
are	reminded	to	slow	down,”	he	
added.
 Fishing has always been an 
interest for Lang. “I am heading 

up to French River with all my 
grandsons	in	two	weeks	time	
for our annual fishing expedi-
tion.  We have been doing this 
for five years now.” The Copes 
have eight grandchildren.
  Lang also began painting a 
few years ago.  He has finished 
over	a	hundred	oil	paintings	
–	all	landscapes	–	and	even	
won a couple of awards.
	 “Our	saddest	moments	in	
Port	were	when	we	heard	of	
some	of	our	kids’	friends	who	
had	been	killed	in	various	ac-
cidents,” he said. 
	 In	particularly	they	were	sad-
dened	by	the	death	of	Steve	
McIntyre	who	had	gone	on	to	
join	the	armed	forces	and	was	
one of four officers killed in a 
military	helicopter	crash	near	
Timmins in 1988.
	 One	of	the	funniest	moments	
Lang recalls was when he, 
along	with	Peter	Hvidsten,	Jack	
Cottrell	and	Elgin	Knopp		were	
removing	the	used	Christmas	
trees	from	the	ice	at	the	end	of	
the Ice Palace event. It was at 
the end of February and the ice 
was quite weak.
 “We were out fifty feet or so 
from	shore	and	I	felt	that	the	
ice	was	not	strong	enough	for	
my	weight	so	I	went	back	to	
land. When I got there, I heard 
a	cracking	sound	and	all	three	
of them went into the freezing 
water. They guys all got out 
safely	and	made	it	to	shore,	
freezing cold and dripping wet.” 
  Lang still comes north to Lake 
Scugog to catch a few fish and 
to meet his old friends.
	 “We	always	wished	that	we	
had	moved	to	Port	Perry	earlier	
in our lives,” he admits.  

By Paul Arculus			
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      here’s a little airport high on a grassy          
           hill just south of Greenbank which     
             has been the training ground for 
many of North America’s top pilots, and it’s 
currently undergoing a facelift by its new 
owners, Micky and Dorothy Jovkovic. 
 It was Jim and June Bayley who opened 
Greenbank Airport in 1975. “Jim’s legacy 

is the strong foundation that we’re able to 
build on today,” Micky says.
 A new 30’x160’ metal hanger has been 
added and is divided into five bays, each 
with its own state-of-the-art bi-fold door. In 
the coming year, the orignal 
hanger will be renovated. 
 At present, 15 airplanes 
and one helicopter are stored 
at the airfield with five more 
aircraft due to arrive shortly. 
 Plans are to have the main 
runway paved this year, chang-
ing this five or six month air-
strip into a year-round opera-
tion. The job will require 2,700’ 
of tarmac at a cost of $365,000. 
An additional 3,000’ extension 
will be added later.
 These improvements will 
allow moderate usage from  
affiliated local airports such  
as Markham, Buttonville, Oshawa, Center 
Island, Lindsay and Peterborough to in-
crease. They already see flights frequently 
arriving from Western Canada, greater  
Ontario and the U.S.A.
 In addition, the Greenbank Airport  
receives many aircraft from flight schools 
at Seneca College, Buttonville or Center 
Island. “Students need to complete one 

soft field or turf landing in addition to their 
paved surface experience to ratify their pi-
lot’s licensing.” “We’re the Last of the Mohi-
cans,” Micky says.
 Greenbank’s alternate runway will re-
main a grass strip for the present time for 
Dave Wilson, who instructs a flight school 
from the largest of the airport’s three build-
ings. The school instructs private pilots as 
well as teaching light sport aircraft enthusi-
asts.
 Micky levies no charges against aircraft 
flying into the airport, asking only that they 
purchase fuel from the new, full self-serve 
airplane service station. It consists of a 
40,000 litre envirotank which holds 
10,000 litres each of three types of aircraft 

fuel, which can be purchased with the swipe 
of a credit card, similar to automobile serv-
ice centres.  
 Other additions to the airport this year 
will be runway lighting which can be trig-
gered by incoming pilots, a revolving bea-
con on the roof of the main building and il-
luminated windsocks. 
 While Greenbank Airport is a small fa-

cility, Micky is convinced it has tremendous 
growth potential which could affect the 
economy of the entire community (builders, 
hoteliers, retailers, resort operators).  
 He envisions drawing visitors to his ren-
ovated century house/dining room/view-
ing facility, and also more regular and light 
aircraft visiting and increased numbers of 
gliders taking advantage of the thermal air 
currents at the site.
 This summer Micky and Dorothy are 
building on their Rotary Club and prison 

bible-study experiences with the “Green-
bank Fly-In Church.” 
 It will operate Sundays from June 1st 
until the end of August (8:30 to 10:30) 
offering fly-in parishioners and their 
families aviation-related speakers and a 
breakfast.
 Despite the $1 million invested in 
the operation, the mission that weighs 
most heavily on this west-end Toronto-
raised man; father of five; grandfather 
of five is the desire to build a new home 
on the property for Dorothy.
 “Dorothy is such a hero to have 
come here,” says Micky. “We used to 
live in a beautiful home in Uxbridge 
which we had to give up to invest here. 

She gave it all up for my dream.” 
 With Dorothy starting flight school as 
well as co-owning the Greenbank airport, 
the little airport that “could” will be a won-
derful recipient of the couple’s dreams.
 The Jovkovics also own and operate  
Advantage Travel Service in Uxbridge.

By Barbara Hunt

Micky Jovkovic, centre photo

Greenbank Airport opened 
by Jim and June Bailey

Grass runway to be paved 
at cost of $365,000

Business Beat
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   the Air
A buzz in

O          ne of Por t Perr y’s greatest
         assets is its location on the
           shores of Lake Scugog, at
     the head of the Trent Canal  
                                    System. From here, boat enthus- 
iasts can access dozens of communities  
and lakes along miles and miles of pictur-
esque waterways between Port Perry and 
Georgian Bay.

And each spring, as the sparkling water 
begins to peek through the cold, dark ice, 
the lake brings with it promises of another 
exciting summer ahead.

This summer, like so many before, the 
warmer weather is being greeted by anx-
ious sun seekers, boaters, water skiers, 
swimmers and fishermen. 

Lake Scugog will host a number of 
events from May to September, many of 
which have become part of the township’s 
annual summer-fun activities.

First to take advantage of the open wa-
ter at the start of a new season is the cruise 
ship Woodman, which began its summer 
tour schedule in mid-May.

This passenger vessel, launched in 2003, 

was named after the first steamship to ever 
ply the waters of Lake Scugog, back in the 
1850s. The new Woodman now provides 
delightful cruises for locals and tourists 
throughout the summer months.

The Woodman is docked at the base of 
Queen St. in Port Perry.

 
June started out quickly, with the 38th 

running of Canoe the Nonquon.
This popular event continues to grow, as 

seen last weekend, with old and young alike 
entered in classes ranging from kayaks and 
racing skulls, to those who just enjoyed a 
leisurely paddle in the recreational classes.

Unfortunately this year’s event had to 
deal with less than desirable conditions, but 
still more than 140 hardy souls took part.

 
As we enter into July, the lake will be 

dotted with all sizes of floating craft for 
the popular Canada Day fireworks display.  
Dozens of local boaters create a floatila on 
the lake to watch this extravaganza.

 
It was only last summer that Dragon 

Boat racing came to Port Perry and Lake 

Scugog for the first time, and organizers 
have announced it will take place again this 
summer July 8 in front of Palmer Park. 
 The Second Annual Dragon Flies’ Dragon 
Boat Festival, with the support of the Port 
Perry Rotary Club, is gearing up for an 
even larger festival this year.

More information about this challenging 
competition is available on page 3 of this  
issue of Focus On Scugog.
 
There are dozens of other events planned 
for the public in and around Lake Scugog 
throughout the summer.
 Get out on the water this summer and en-
joy what Lake Scugog has to offer.

By J. Peter Hvidsten

 The Port Perry Hospital Auxiliary were out in their bright pink tops last 
week canvassing. Proceeds from the annual Tag Day go towards their work 
at Community Memorial Hospital. Above, Sandy Lacroix makes a donation 
to, left, Jacqui Beamish and Donna Sweetman.                 jph photo 

 Despite a dull, rainy day more than 70 canoes registered for the 38th 
annual Canoe The Nonquon races on June 3. The first canoe to cross 
the finish line was the above C-2 team of Stan Machacek and Karen 
Simpson in a time of 2:27:50.           jph photo 

Summer of fun on Lake Scugog

HOSPITAL
TAG DAY

CANOE
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 NONQUON
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Focus On Scugog wants to keep you informed about the events 
and activities which will be taking place throughout the township 
during 2006. Here is a listing of some of the many events. We  
welcome community listings from non-profit groups and organiza-
tions from all of Scugog Township. Send a brief discription of your 
event (max. 35 words) by email to focus@observerpub.ca today. 
Deadline for the next issue of Focus On Scugog is June 31, 2006

June 1�, 200� - Auto Fleamarket
The	 1st	Annual	 Scugog	 Classic	Auto-
motive Fleamarket & Drive-In will be 
held	 at	 the	 Scugog	 Shores	 Museum	
from 8 am - 4 pm. Vendors will be show-
casing antique automotive, marine and 
cycle components. Classic & Custom 
owners	are	invited	to	participate	in	the	

show and shine for prizes. For information call 905-985-3589.

June 2�, 200� - That’s Entertainment
Stewart Bennett is among the headline entertainers for this year’s 
Town	Hall	1873’s	popular	That’s Entertainment show. If you missed 
last year’s performance, with its Celtic flair, you definitely won’t want 
to miss this year. The show features a lineup of singers and danc-
ers	who	will	have	you	clapping	your	hands	and	stomping	your	feet	
before the night is over. Show starts at 8 p.m., for more information 
call 905-985-1965. 

June 2�, 200� - Moonlight Madness 
Mark your calendars for this years’ Moonlight Madness! Downtown 
Port Perry stays open ‘till way past bedtime! Most stores open until 
Midnight and offer savings of 20-50% off. For more information see 
www.discoverportperry.ca

July 1, 200� - Canada Day Celebrations
All day event at Palmer Park. Live entertainment throughout the day. 
Childrens’ activities, games, prizes and giveaways. Come for the 
day, stay for the fireworks at dusk. Sponsored by The Scugog 
Chamber of Commerce.

July �-22, 200� - “Fiddler on the Roof”	
Come	 to	 the	 newly	 renovated	 and	 air-	
conditioned	 Town	 Hall	 1873	 and	 en-
joy and old-fashioned story. Cadenza 	
Productions	 presents	 Fiddler On The 
Roof. Tickets at Henshall’s Clothing 	
and Gifts. Call 905-985-1965. For more 
information call Mike Bridgeman 905-852-
1836.

July �, 200� - Dragon Boat Races
The second annual dragon boat festival hosted by The Dragon Flies. 
Races cover 500m with three boats in each heat. The course will 
take place on Lake Scugog, from the west side of Scugog Island 
over to Palmer Park. 

July �, 200� - Museum Antique Show
The	Scugog	Shores	Historical	Museum	will	
be hosting the annual Antique Show in the 
Village on Sunday, July 9th from 9:00 am 
- 4:00 pm. Unique antique and collectible 
vendors from across Durham Region and 
the Kawartha Lakes. Admission to the event 
is $3 for adults, children under 12 are free. 	
For information call 905-985-3589.

July 1�, 1�, 200� - Mississaugas 10th Traditional Pow Wow   
Mississaugas of Scugog Island hold a gathering of First Nations 
people to celebrate their traditions through drum, dance, and song. 
Native food & crafts to be enjoyed. Sunrise ceremony both days.  
For information call 905-985-3337. Location 22521 Island Rd.

July 22, 200� - Highands of Durham Games   
Highland	 Games	 with	 Heavy	 Events,	 Pipe	
Bands, Highland Dance Competition, Scottish 
Breed Dog Show, British Cars & Bikes, Celtic 
Entertainment,	 Highland	 Cattle,	 Aberdeen	
Angus Show, Clydesdale Show. Two exciting 
days of activities, July 22, 23.

July 2�, 200� - Dog Days of Scugog
Dogs	and	their	owners	won’t	want	to	miss	this		
popular event at the Scugog Shores Museum. 

The	SuperDog	Central	Performance	Team	will	be	the	featured	per-
formers. Other events include the popular SuperDog Idol contest, 
free	for	all	dogs	to	enter,	doggie	fashion	shows,	parade	of	breeds,	
demonstrations and more. Contact the Museum for more informa-
tion 905-985-3589.

August 2�, 2�, 200� - Blackstock Fair
Demo derby opening night, Parade, Livestock shows, Horse pull, 	
Agricultural	 tent,	4-H	Achievement	day,	Homecraft	displays,	Kid’s	
World, ATV, Dog obstacle course. For information 905-986-0035.

September 2 - �, 200� - Port Perry Fair
Port Perry Fair features livestock shows, 4-H competitions, trac-
tor pull, demolition derby, midway, fiddlers’ contest, baby show, 	
homecrafts and much more. For more information look at 	
www.portperryfair.com, or you can call 905-985-0962.

     A look at some of the many events       scheduled for the summer 2006

 What’s Up Scugog? 



     A look at some of the many events       scheduled for the summer 2006

 What’s Up Scugog? 





FOCUS
on Scugog JULY 2006

Scugog Island
Pow Wow

. . . page 3

CRAZY
FOR 

COFFEE
. . . page 21

WILD
AND

WONDERFUL
. . . page 10





Created & Published by
Observer Publishing of Port Perry

 188 Mary Street - Unit 201 
Port Perry, Ontario - L9L 1A2

PUBLISHER J. Peter Hvidsten 
ADVERTISING Tracy Souch
PRODUCTION Arlene Walker
FREELANCE Barbara Hunt 
 
 

PHONE 905-448-2714 
focus@observerpub.ca

FOCUS
on Scugog

JULY 2006  
Volume 1   Number 4

~

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed 
by columnists, contributors and letter writ-
ers are not necessarily those of Focus On 
Scugog. Letters must be signed and the 
telephone number (which will not be pub-
lished) included. Requests that a name be 
withheld will be honoured only if there is a 
compelling reason to do so. Errors will be 
corrected if brought to the editor’s atten-
tion. We reserve the right to edit or refuse 
publication of any material submitted. 

ADVERTISING POLICY: The publisher is not 
liable for slight changes or typographical 
errors that do not lessen the value of an 
advertisement. The publisher is not liable 
for other errors or omissions in connection 
with any advertisement in any subsequent 
issue or the refund of any monies paid for 
the advertisement. All claims of error in 
publication must be made within one week 
of each months publication, and, if not 
made, will not be considered. No claim will 
be allowed for more than one insertion.

Our Cover Picture
This month’s stunning cover 
picture is of a young dancer 
taking part in an intertribal 
Pow Wow in Alberta, Canada. 
The Mississaugas of Scugog 
Island will be holding a Pow 
Wow on July 15, 16. See inside 
for details. 
Picture provided courtesy of 

Ron Asp, Alberta

Editorial Coverage
Phone 905-448-2714, or

email focus@observerpub.ca

Advertising
Phone Tracy at 905-441-6252

or 905-448-2714
email focus@observerpub.ca

Inside Focus
Time Machine ...........5
Highland Games .......6
Scugog Exposed .........8
Wild & Wonderful ...10
This Old House ........13
Coffee Crazy ............19

WE LOVE LETTERS - Drop us a line today at: focus@observerpub.ca

	 Kids	from	the	Tim	Hortons	-	Royal	Blue	and	Gold	team	
compete every Wednesday at the Scugog Soccer fields. 
That’s	Nathan	Steele	(sunglasses)	and	Harrison	Riches	
trying to catch Oliva Goreski, in the “Under 5 Division”. 
The	kids	play	once	a	week	for	an	hour	at	the	soccer	pitch-
es along Old Simcoe Rd. Great action and fun for all.

Scugog’s 
World Cup hopefuls
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Hello Peter,
 Thank you so much for 
your article about WindReach 
Farm and our Walk & Roll 
event held on May 26th and 
27th.  It was a great success 
with nearly $9,000 raised to 
support our programs for 
children and adults with spe-
cial needs.
 I am attaching a flyer about 
our “Talent, Twilight and 
Strawberries Festival” being 
held on Saturday, July 22nd.  
The show takes place in our 
century barn and is made 
up of local acts – singers and 
musicians (even comedians) 
– who put together a fun and 
entertaining evening. 
 This year we are lucky  
to welcome special guests, 
Don Harron (we’re hoping 
Don’s alter ego, Charlie  
Farquharson makes an ap-
pearance), Claudette, Gordie 
Tapp and Johnny Burke. 
 Regards.
 Mary Mooney
 WindReach Farm

Dear Peter
 Thank you so much for 
the wonderful articles about 
Rotary Park restoration and 
about our volunteer work. 
Barbara and you both write 
beautifully and the photos 
were excellent too.
 We enjoyed reading both 
April and May issues of  
Focus On Scugog and hope 
you will be able to continue 
publishing this great maga-
zine about people and places 
and events that make Scugog 
such a ‘jewel.’
 Congratulations and thanks 
again.

John and Karen 
Richardson
Port Perry

Hi Peter. 
 Thank you for the great 
article. I have had many com-
ments and have handed out 
several copies.
 I am going to use it on  
my business cards in the 
Somalife International Inc. 
endeavour as I promote the 
exciting health and anti- 
aging products.
  Love your magazine. 
We sent copies to Kelowna 
head office and several of  
my business related contacts  
want to use it for testimonial 
material.  Great job. 
 Talk soon!

Fred Walker
Port Perry

Readers express appreciation
for Focus On Scugog magazine

Thanks Focus 
for support

Dear Focus...

Dear Mr. Hvidsten,
 How delightful to hear from you again. 
Has it really been 20 years? 
 Oh! Congratulations on your new publica-
tion Focus on Scugog, a very fine read. How 
wonderful of you to remember The Phantom 
in your 3rd issue, of Focus on Scugog.
 Mr. Hvidsten, let’s clarify,  The Phantom 
did accept Scugog’s Chamber of Commerce 
Festival Days Chairman Bill Barr’s chal-
lenge and did show up at the Wintario Draw.  
The Phantom didn’t win.

 The Phantom was wondering if there 
would be any chance for a reunion of the 
“World’s Largest Pancake Crew”. The last 
pancake was good, but TThe Phantom is  
partial to blueberries.
 Talk to you soon.

P.S. Don’t worry.  
You’ll find out who TThe Phantom is,  

but for now a good mystery never hurt anyone.

The Phantom Returns
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School’s out!
That may be great for the 

kids, but now moms and dads all 
over the township are in search 
of activities to keep their “tots to 
teens” busy and safe.

One good idea might be to 
take advantage of Scugog Town-
ship outdoor swimming pool on 
Water St., Port Perry.

This year the township will ini-
tiate a new Red Cross swimming 
program at Birdseye Pool. The 
program, which has undergone 
extensive revision, is designed 
to better address the needs of 
today’s parents and children.

The Red Cross ‘preschool’ 
program has under gone a sig-
nificant program change. The 
seven level program is based on 
age and ability and is designed 
for children aged four months to 
five years of age. And the kids 
are sure to love the animal and 
mascot themes, which have been 
integrated into the program. 

Also new this year is the new 

ten level Red Cross swim kids 
program, designed for children 
six years old and over. Here 
swimmers will learn competitive 
and survival strokes, while build-
ing on distance and speed.

But there’s more to Birdseye 
Pool than swimming lessons.

If you just like to get cooled 
down, or enjoy a few leisurely 
laps, the pool is now open seven 
days a week providing public 
swimming during the afternoons 
and evenings. Season passes are 
available for the public sessions.

Birdseye Pool also offers plen-
ty of other activities throughout 
the summer months. Some of 
the services available are private 
lessons, water therapy, private 
rentals, group swim times and 
parent/tot swims.

For more information about 
activities at Birdseye Pool, and 
how it can help you keep your 
‘cool’ this summer, check the 
township’s summer community 
guide, or call 905-985-7346.

Making a splash at Birdseye Pool

	 Birdseye	Aquatic	Pool	opened	for	the	summer	on	June	17	on	the		
hottest day of the summer. With 30+C temperatures dozens of kids and 
parents made the ‘splash’ in the cool water. Some of the first swimmers 
included Gavin and Makayla Perry of Chapleau, Ont., who were in Port 
Perry visiting with the grandparents, Bob and Jane Perry.       	jph	photo
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Get set for one of the most 
colourful and exciting events of 
the summer this weekend as the 
Mississaugas of Scugog Island 
hold their 10th annual traditional 
pow wow.

For early risers, the event 
gets underway at 5:30 a.m. on 
both July 15  and 16 with the  
traditional “Sunrise Ceremony.”

The Scugog Island Pow Wow 
has grown tremendously over 
the past decade and organizers 
are expecting large crowds for 
the special 10th anniversary.

This spiritual ceremony be-
gins with everyone seated in a 
circle, while the Elders provide 
teachings about their sacred 
medicines – tobacco, sage, ce-
dar and tobacco, and sacred 
foods.

Also part of the ceremony is 
the sharing circle where an ea-
gle feather is passed around the 
circle and participants are given 
the opportunity to speak. 

The next public event is the 
Grand Entry, which gets under-

way about 12:30 p.m. both days.
Visitors to the Scugog Island 

pow wow can experience many 
traditional native dances and drum 
groups, and also enjoy browsing 
through more than 20 native craft 
displays and booths.

This year, the Mississaugas 
of Scugog Island are expecting 
upwards of 4,000 people over 
the two days to see more than 
130 dancers and 10 drum groups 
perform, dressed in traditional 
regalia.

To help the public better un-
derstand the event, a Master of  
Ceremonies will announce the 
different drum groups and their 
songs, various dancers and their 
type of dance. He will also inform 
visitors when, and when they can 
not take pictures.

Out of courtesy, visitors are re-
quested to ask permission before 
taking a picture of someone in 
their regalia. 

General admission for the pub-
lic is $2.00. Seniors, elders and 
children under 12 are free.

Mississauga Pow Wow a colourful event

This picture is of a dancer taking part in an intertribal Pow Wow in 
Hawaii for American, Alaskan and Canadian natives. The Mississaugas 
of Scugog Island will be holding a Pow Wow on July 15, 16. 

Picture printed with permission Aukipa Hawaiian Images

FOCUS
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fter a career of putting out fires,	
retired North York fire captain	
Dan	 Denby	 of	 Blackstock	 em-
barked	 on	 an	 adventure	 sparked	

by fire. Four years into this experience, 	
he	 was	 honoured	 as	 the	 Scugog	 Shores		
Historical	 Museum’s	 “Volunteer	 of	 the	Year”	
for	 his	 involvement	 in	 a	 nine-week	 pilot	
project	 called	 “Transforming	 the	 Gifts	 of		
Mother	Earth.”
	 The	 brief	 ceremony	 at	 the	 end	 of	
April	 also	 saw	 lifetime	 achievement	 hon-
ours bestowed on dedicated supporters, 
Ralph and Vilma Giannini, but it barely ad-
dressed	Dan’s	involvement	with	the	Ojibway		
Heritage	 Interpretive	 Lands	 (commonly	
known	as	O-hill).
	 This	 “renaissance	 man”	 who	 once	
built a hand-hewn log cabin, moved from 	
Saintfield, where he raised his four now- 
grown children, to a new home that he and 
his	 wife	 Sandra	 were	 building.	 In	 retire-
ment, he spent several years completing 
that home, gardening, beekeeping, read-
ing and walking, before he saw a news-	
paper	notice	for	a	weekly	walking	tour	of	the		
plantation	on	O-hill.
	 He	knew	 that	 the	Mississaugas	 in	part-
nership	with	the	Museum	had	re-introduced	
hundreds	 of	 indigenous	 plants	 that	 had		
disappeared	 generations	 ago	 with	 the		
settlers.	The	 tour	 facilitated	by	co-ordinator	
Barbara	Karthein	became	the	humble	begin-
ning	of	his	interest	in	both	the	museum	and	
native	studies.
	 Dan	took	over	Barbara’s	position	as	both	
co-ordinator	 and	 museum	 board	 member	
the	following	year	and	assisted	Sir	Sanford	
Fleming Community College museum	
studies student, David Cox in replicating	
an	authentic	wigwam	that	summer.	

	 When	 the	 Mississaugas	 proposed		
dedicating	 the	 structure	 with	 a	 tradi-
tional sunrise ceremony, Dan questioned 	
Douglas Williams, Director of Native 	
Studies	 at	 Trent	 University	 about	 the		
non-traditional manner of preparing a fire.
 At Doug’s prompting, Dan dug into 
his	 vast	 collection	 of	 books	 to	 glean	 from		
conservationist, Ernest Thompson Seaton’s 
experiences as a Lindsay (Ontario) boy, the 
recipe for friction fire. After six months of 	
experimentation with Seaton’s necessary 
pieces in varieties of different woods, Dan 
tried	the	remnants	of	a	dead	willow	he’d	cut	
off	his	own	woodlot.	He	succeeded.	
 For three years, Dan visited Trent 	
University	 classes	 to	 teach	 and	 demon-
strate his magic. In January of 2005, the 	
adventure	 led	 to	 an	 introduction	 to	 PhD		
student, Julie Kapryka. She focused her 	
anthropological	 background	 on	 native		
studies	with	an	interest	in	native	involvement	
(especially	native	youth).
 When Dan inquired about student 	
interest in exploring traditional native meth-
ods of creating implements and utensils, 
Julie jumped at the opportunity. Together, 
they	 created	 their	 program	 during	 the	 win-
ter	months.	The	Mississaugas	supported	the	
program by supplying summer student, John 
Colwell. 
 From 9:00 to 3:30, five days a week from 
July 4th until September 2nd, visitors to the 
Museum could view the effort-of-the-week:
• friction fire  • baskets woven from soaked 
black ash splints  • fiber and rope made by 
twisting	the	inner	ribbons	of	basswood	sap-
lings		•	the	construction	of	a	traditional	drum	
using	deerhide			•	traditionally	tanned	leather			
• firing clay pottery in an earth kiln
•	 cattail	 matting	 stitched	 with	 basswood	
thread		•	birchbark	containers	cut	and	sewn	
with	basswood	strands.
 Along the way, the trio discovered things 
like	 the	 necessity	 of	 moosehide	 to	 make		
perfect moccasins, or by incorporating 
ground fragments of failed pottery, those 	
inclusions	 would	 improve	 the	 integrity	 of	
newly fired vessels.
	 “You	gain	a	tremendous	appreciation	for	

what natives created without steel,” says 
Dan.	
	 “I	used	my	chainsaw	to	cut	the	slice	for	
the	 drum-frame	 and	 then	 wrapped	 the	
soaked	 ring	 around	 a	 propane	 cylin-
der	 because	 it	 happened	 to	 be	 the	 right		
diameter.”
	 No	 moccasins	 were	 made;	 no	 wild	 rice	
was found, but they explored what Julie 	
described	 as	 birch	 biting	 to	 create	 (using	
their	teeth	impressions	on	folded	birch	bark)	
patterns	 that	 natives	 would	 have	 used	 for	
beading or porcupine quilling. 
 The collaborative effort between Trent, 
the	Mississaugas	and	one	avid	volunteer	will	
continue this summer. Julie, Dan and a new 
summer	 student	 will	 wow	 visitors	 with	 the	
construction	of	a	birchbark	canoe	and	mend	
the wigwam. For further information, check 
www.scugogshoresmuseum.com.
	 “It’s	 all	 about	 learning	 the	 traditional	
ways,” says Dan, grandfather to 14. “If there 
are no elders to explain, then we have to 
experiment our way to the answers to pass  
that	knowledge	on	to	future	generations.”

By Barbara Hunt
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Time Machine
Port Perry August 12, 1886
Do you want to step into 

a time machine?  You can on  
Saturday August 12. 

Port Perry’s BIA, in conjunc-
tion with the Scugog Shores 
Museum and the Lake Scugog 
Historical Society, will be trans-
porting us back to August 12 
1886.       

Queen Street will be closed 
to traffic while the town is  
returned to its 1886 condition. 
The Museum staff and friends, 
along with Historical Society 
members, store clerks and cer-
tain visitors, all dressed in peri-
od costumes will lend an air of  
authenticity to the occasion.  

Many will be taking on the 
rolls of people who lived in 
Port Perry in 1886. Most of the 
downtown store windows will 
have extensive displays of period 
artifacts and photographs recall-
ing the 1886 era.

There will even be cattle and 
livestock on the street, as there  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

was in 1886, as the Port Perry 
Fair Board prepares us for the 
150th celebration of their Fair 
this fall. 

In 1886 the town was fully 

recovered from the horren-
dous fire of July 3, 1884 which 
destroyed the entire downtown 
core. But the scourge of fire pre-
sented itself again in February 
1886 on Queen Street but the 
new fire engine prevented a re-
peat of the 1884 disaster. These 
aspects of the town’s history 
will be recalled by various re-en-
actments which will take place 
on Queen Street. 

These events will also be re-
called through the reprint of a 
section of the 1886 Port Perry 
Standard newspaper which will 
be available free inside stores 
and a newspaper boy will be  
giving the newspaper to visitors 
on the street.  

Horsedrawn carriages will 
be available to transport visi-
tors around the downtown 
core throughout the day. Two  
Historical Walking tours will  
be conducted. Scottish Country 
Dancers and a variety of musical 
groups will perform dances and 

music of the period. Artisans,  
including the museum’s tradi-
tional blacksmith Darwyne 
Hourie, will demonstrate their 
skills.  Darwyne will be working 
on his portable forge in full view 
on the street. Even the Shriners 
will be coming to add frivolity to 
the occasion.  

Other events which will be 
commemorated are the arrival of 
the first CPR train in Vancouver  
in May 1886 and, less than a 
month later, the horrendous 
fire which destroyed the city of  
Vancouver itself with a tragic 
loss of fifty souls.

Port Perry also celebrated the 
opening of the new Methodist 
church (now the United Church) 
in January 1886. 

Port Perry has a rich and 
colourful past.  The BIA, along 
with the participating groups, 
hope to recreate some of that 
past in their recreation of 1886. 
Sounds like fun.

By Paul Arculus

Festival turns back hands  
of time to Port Perry in 1886

Get	your	1886	newspaper	from	
Master Taalman.	

fter a career of putting out fires,	
retired North York fire captain	
Dan	 Denby	 of	 Blackstock	 em-
barked	 on	 an	 adventure	 sparked	

by fire. Four years into this experience, 	
he	 was	 honoured	 as	 the	 Scugog	 Shores		
Historical	 Museum’s	 “Volunteer	 of	 the	Year”	
for	 his	 involvement	 in	 a	 nine-week	 pilot	
project	 called	 “Transforming	 the	 Gifts	 of		
Mother	Earth.”
	 The	 brief	 ceremony	 at	 the	 end	 of	
April	 also	 saw	 lifetime	 achievement	 hon-
ours bestowed on dedicated supporters, 
Ralph and Vilma Giannini, but it barely ad-
dressed	Dan’s	involvement	with	the	Ojibway		
Heritage	 Interpretive	 Lands	 (commonly	
known	as	O-hill).
	 This	 “renaissance	 man”	 who	 once	
built a hand-hewn log cabin, moved from 	
Saintfield, where he raised his four now- 
grown children, to a new home that he and 
his	 wife	 Sandra	 were	 building.	 In	 retire-
ment, he spent several years completing 
that home, gardening, beekeeping, read-
ing and walking, before he saw a news-	
paper	notice	for	a	weekly	walking	tour	of	the		
plantation	on	O-hill.
	 He	knew	 that	 the	Mississaugas	 in	part-
nership	with	the	Museum	had	re-introduced	
hundreds	 of	 indigenous	 plants	 that	 had		
disappeared	 generations	 ago	 with	 the		
settlers.	The	 tour	 facilitated	by	co-ordinator	
Barbara	Karthein	became	the	humble	begin-
ning	of	his	interest	in	both	the	museum	and	
native	studies.
	 Dan	took	over	Barbara’s	position	as	both	
co-ordinator	 and	 museum	 board	 member	
the	following	year	and	assisted	Sir	Sanford	
Fleming Community College museum	
studies student, David Cox in replicating	
an	authentic	wigwam	that	summer.	

	 When	 the	 Mississaugas	 proposed		
dedicating	 the	 structure	 with	 a	 tradi-
tional sunrise ceremony, Dan questioned 	
Douglas Williams, Director of Native 	
Studies	 at	 Trent	 University	 about	 the		
non-traditional manner of preparing a fire.
 At Doug’s prompting, Dan dug into 
his	 vast	 collection	 of	 books	 to	 glean	 from		
conservationist, Ernest Thompson Seaton’s 
experiences as a Lindsay (Ontario) boy, the 
recipe for friction fire. After six months of 	
experimentation with Seaton’s necessary 
pieces in varieties of different woods, Dan 
tried	the	remnants	of	a	dead	willow	he’d	cut	
off	his	own	woodlot.	He	succeeded.	
 For three years, Dan visited Trent 	
University	 classes	 to	 teach	 and	 demon-
strate his magic. In January of 2005, the 	
adventure	 led	 to	 an	 introduction	 to	 PhD		
student, Julie Kapryka. She focused her 	
anthropological	 background	 on	 native		
studies	with	an	interest	in	native	involvement	
(especially	native	youth).
 When Dan inquired about student 	
interest in exploring traditional native meth-
ods of creating implements and utensils, 
Julie jumped at the opportunity. Together, 
they	 created	 their	 program	 during	 the	 win-
ter	months.	The	Mississaugas	supported	the	
program by supplying summer student, John 
Colwell. 
 From 9:00 to 3:30, five days a week from 
July 4th until September 2nd, visitors to the 
Museum could view the effort-of-the-week:
• friction fire  • baskets woven from soaked 
black ash splints  • fiber and rope made by 
twisting	the	inner	ribbons	of	basswood	sap-
lings		•	the	construction	of	a	traditional	drum	
using	deerhide			•	traditionally	tanned	leather			
• firing clay pottery in an earth kiln
•	 cattail	 matting	 stitched	 with	 basswood	
thread		•	birchbark	containers	cut	and	sewn	
with	basswood	strands.
 Along the way, the trio discovered things 
like	 the	 necessity	 of	 moosehide	 to	 make		
perfect moccasins, or by incorporating 
ground fragments of failed pottery, those 	
inclusions	 would	 improve	 the	 integrity	 of	
newly fired vessels.
	 “You	gain	a	tremendous	appreciation	for	

what natives created without steel,” says 
Dan.	
	 “I	used	my	chainsaw	to	cut	the	slice	for	
the	 drum-frame	 and	 then	 wrapped	 the	
soaked	 ring	 around	 a	 propane	 cylin-
der	 because	 it	 happened	 to	 be	 the	 right		
diameter.”
	 No	 moccasins	 were	 made;	 no	 wild	 rice	
was found, but they explored what Julie 	
described	 as	 birch	 biting	 to	 create	 (using	
their	teeth	impressions	on	folded	birch	bark)	
patterns	 that	 natives	 would	 have	 used	 for	
beading or porcupine quilling. 
 The collaborative effort between Trent, 
the	Mississaugas	and	one	avid	volunteer	will	
continue this summer. Julie, Dan and a new 
summer	 student	 will	 wow	 visitors	 with	 the	
construction	of	a	birchbark	canoe	and	mend	
the wigwam. For further information, check 
www.scugogshoresmuseum.com.
	 “It’s	 all	 about	 learning	 the	 traditional	
ways,” says Dan, grandfather to 14. “If there 
are no elders to explain, then we have to 
experiment our way to the answers to pass  
that	knowledge	on	to	future	generations.”

By Barbara Hunt
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All roads will be leading to Uxbridge later 
this month for the 6th annual Highlands of 
Durham Games. This event has become a 
crowd favourite for people from all across 
Ontario.

 The 2006 Celtic Celebration begins on 
Wednesday, July 19 with the Tartan Classic 
Charity Golf Tournament held at the Royal 
Ashburn Golf Course, and the games con-
tinue on Saturday and Sunday, July 22, 23 at 
Elgin Park, Uxbridge.

 The celebrations kick-off on Saturday, 
July 22 with the Great Blue Heron Tattoo.  
This popular and colourful event has attract-
ed huge crowds in past years.

 Over the next two days, visitors will be 
entertained by great musical entertainment, 
Celtic livestock demonstrations, displays, a 
highland dance competitions and the Town 
Crier competition.

 Among the favourite events is the  
Highland Heavy Event where some of the 
top competitors in hammer, caber and stone 
toss will compete for the honours.

 Another popular event is the Scottish  
Dog Show being held both days. This 
unique exhibition combines beauty with en-
tertainment. After the judging, each breed 

is invited to demonstrate its talent to the 
audience. Last year the crowd was charmed 
by doggy frisbee catching competitions, 
duck herding, singing, obedience skills 
and special tricks. 

 Along the Avenue Of The 
Clans, it will be ‘Meet the  
MacGregors’ this year. Here 
visitors can learn about their 
Scottish heritage. Clan societ-
ies’ representatives will be more 
than helpful in answering your 
questions.

 And antique car buffs 
won’t want to miss the 
amazing cars being 
shown during the Brit-
ish Car and Bike Show 
on July 23.

 Guests will be also 
be able to explore Celtic 
traditions through games, 
music and story telling in the 
Young People’s Celtic Pavillion. 
Of course, the Highland Games 
wouldn’t be complete without 
good food and good drink and 
the opportunity to enjoy the 

taste of Scotland.
 And if you like entertain-
ment, you’ll have lots to choose 

from. Moira Kerr, the Glen-
garry Bhoys and Claidh-

mor are just a few of  
the exciting acts lined 
up.

For the early bird, 
start off Sunday 
morning by taking 

part in the 10 km Celtic  
Classic race, which loops through 
the town of Uxbridge and ends 
back at the park, where a pan-
cake breakfast will be served.

As the games wind down on 
Sunday the traditional “Burning 
of the Viking Ship” will take place  
about 5 p.m. during the closing 
ceremonies. Don’t miss this excit-
ing finale to the weekend.

By J. Peter Hvidsten

Wee bit of Scotland comes to Durham  

For more information about the  
Highlands of Durham Games contact  

Jan Bennett at jkmarketing@on.aibn.com

File	Photo
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In his ongoing effort to keep residents safe in their homes, 
Fire Chief Richard Miller has launched a new program asking 
home-owners and tenants to check their smoke alarms once 
a month.

The campaign called “Thumbs 
Up On The First” urges residents to 
reach up and press the test button 
with their thumb on the first day of 
each month. 

The Scugog Fire Department 
chief announced the new program 
called “Thumbs Up” program at a 
recent township council meeting 
noting the program was just another 
step in trying to keep Scugog resi-
dents safe.

Members of the Scugog depart-
ment have been going door-to-door 
throughout the township over the 
past few months, offering to check alarms in private homes. 

The new program will compliment this service, by putting 
the onus on resident to test, and change smoke alarm batteries 
when required.

Chief Miller is hopeful the program will encourage residents 
to check their alarms more often. “Smoke alarms save lives and 
this is another way to ensure all smoke alarms are working.”

Fire Chief get a thumbs up  
for smoke alarm program

Test your smoke alarms 
once a month and replace 
the batteries every year.
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DID YOU KNOW?
DID YOU KNOW - that womens’ hockey 

is growing by leaps and bounds in Scugog? 
There are currently 84 women registered to 
play on six teams, with another 55 ladies on a 
waiting list to join the local women’s hockey 

league. Can’t believe its July and we’re talking 
about hockey, but sure sounds like the ladies 
could use a little more ice time. 

 It could be that a couple of Olympic hopefuls are sitting
 around waiting for ice time?

DID YOU KNOW - that Manchester may soon be the home to 
a large, new Chrysler dealership? A proposal has been made to 
develop the dealership on a parcel of land on the west side of 
Highway 12 just north of the intersection. If approved this would 
be the first new dealership the township’s had in years.
 With all the ‘red tape’ today, don’t hold your breath on this one!

DID YOU KNOW - that “movies in the park” will be added to 
“concerts in the park” this summer? The Port Perry BIA have ar-
ranged for two Movie Nights in Palmer Park on a screen 24’x30’ 
in size. The first movie took place on July 6, with a second sched-
uled to be shown on Sat., Aug. 12th.
 Forget about drive-in theatres... this is a walk-in!

DID YOU KNOW - that the Port Perry Agricultural Society 
is celebrating its 150th Anniversary this year? There is a little  
confusion over the actual date, but plans are going ahead for the 
big event. At least it should be bigger than the fair a century 
ago, when it’s reported that the fair only had two exhibits, a cow  
and a pumpkin. The cow found the pumpkin, ate it, and the fair 
was over.
 Yahoo! Now that’s some tale!

DID YOU KNOW -  Construction on the Port Perry post office 
began in 1912 and the post office opened two years later? The ex-
terior walls are 17 inches thick on the ground floor and 13 inches 
thick on the second floor and tower.  A total of 300,000 red bricks 
were used on the building.
 That would build more than a few houses, wouldn’t it?

DID YOU KNOW -  What is commonly known today as the  
Mississauga Lane on Scugog Island was once known as Ghost 
Road? The name of the road was changed years ago, because 
the Ghost Road sign kept disappearing. Nearby residents peti-
tioned council for the name change due to the traffic, and it was 
changed in June 1990. 
 Must have been the ghost... or the phantom stealing the signs!
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Scugog Exposed

Robbery, shooting a part of our past

 The Bank of Commerce at 165 
Queen Street was subjected to three 
major robberies. The first occurred in 
June, 1934 when, at closing time two 
robbers entered and tied up the man-
ager and a clerk at gunpoint and drove 
away with $200.  They were later ap-
prehended after they had stopped at 
the Superior store to get gas.

In a 1945 rob-
bery, the man-
ager, Ernie Hayes 
was left locked 
in the vault after 
thieves abscond-
ed with a large 
quantity of cash. 
Mr. Hayes man-
aged to escape by opening the vault from the inside 
with a screwdriver.

 In August that same year it was robbed again.  
This time three employees were locked in the vault.   

This robbery was conducted by the infa-
mous Boyd gang. One of the three employ-
ees was Margaret Day.  Margaret reported 
that the Boyd gang members were very  
polite, but the employees were scared. 

In December, 1951, Mr. Helm, the bank 
manager, his wife, his son Robert and the 
caretaker, Mr. T. Asher were all bound and 
gagged in the apartment above the bank 
while the robbers attempted to blow up the 
safe.  Fortunately, the telephone rang and 
the would-be robbers fled.  The Helms at 
that time lived above the bank.  In all three 
cases of robbery, the robbers were eventu-

       ally apprehended and sentenced.

 Probably one of the worst years for robberies in this area 
was 1928. The Seagrave store was robbed as was the Green-
bank store and a number of cars were stolen in the region

 Alix Gilboord’s clothing and drygoods store on Queen 
Street in Port Perry was robbed in 1926 and 1927. In  
December of 1928 he suffered his third robbery, losing over 
$500 worth of merchandise. In the same week, Smallman’s 
blacksmith shop was broken into and tools stolen, and 
Brock’s store was robbed of $300 of merchandise.

 When the thieves were caught in Scarborough, they 
were in possession of loaded revolvers and a “full kit of 
burglar’s tools including skeleton keys and jimmies.”  One 
of the thieves was a Port Perry resident.  He and his accom-
plice confessed to having carried out a number of robberies 
in Pickering, Whitby, Trenton and Brighton as well as some 
vacant summer cottages throughout the area.  

 They were each given six year sentences.

Thieves used loaded 
revolvers, burglar tools 
and skeleton keys

 During the night of Sunday, August 29, 1926, thieves broke 
into the garage of Harold Archer and  stole a number of tires 

and some gasoline. The car used in the robbery 
was seen by a number of residents. 

Encouraged by the success of their first 
haul, the thieves decided to return the follow-
ing Tuesday. Their vehicle was recognized as 
they approached the garage. Harold Archer 

and his friend, Art Knight jumped onto the  
running boards of the car. It sped away and 
the villains shot Mr. Archer in the thigh as he  
attempted to hang on. 

              The thieves were later apprehended and
   sentenced.

Harold Archer shot in thigh
as robbers make getaway

Harold
Archer

Bank of Commerce robbed 
at gunpoint, manager bound, 
gagged and locked in safe

 Most people think of Port Perry as a pretty quiet, safe  
community, but every so often an incident happens which 
breaks the tranquility of our secure surroundings.

 The most recent major incident occurred in 1991 in Port 
Perry Plaza when robbers broke into the Bank of Montreal 
and before the night was out had shot two people, including a 
police officer, held a family hostage, and made off under the 
cover of darkness with an army of police on their tail.

 In fact, robberies have been a part of Port Perry’s fabric for 
more than a century. This month, Focus On Scugog reveals 
just a few of the cases that happened during the past century.

Edwin Alonzo Boyd,
leader	of	the	Boyd	Gang

Ernie
Hayes

Bank of Commerce 1940s
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Helping the kids can be lots of fun, especially doing it the 
Rotary way.

The Rotary Club is gearing up for its 14th annual Aquarama 
fundraising event to support a variety of children’s charities.

This year’s Aquarama is set to ride-the-waves on Lake 
Scugog in front of Palmer Park on Sunday, August 20th. 

Rotary organizer Heather Haliburton-Smith is hopeful 
of raising more than the $9,000 pledged last year, and is 
confident the community will once again throw their support 
behind the charitable event.

The Rotary Club is looking for teams, made up of five 
riders, to compete against the clock on “personal water craft” 
once again supplied by Port Perry Marina. There are six  
different classes, including fastest team and individual,  
highest pledges, most unusual ride and most amusing  
costume. Prizes and trophies will be awarded in each class.

No experience is needed for this fun event, and Rotary  
organizers are requesting teams register early, with a 
minimum of $75 in pledges per team. Don’t forget, there are 
prizes for those raising the most in pledges.

For more information, pledge  
forms, or to register your ride  
contact Heather at 905-985-2159 or  
Roger Wilson at 905-985-6282.  
This fundraiser assists local and  
international underprivileged  
children and those with disabilities.

Aquarama Races

Brock Reville in a previous 
Aquarama race.
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 The roar of the lion, howl of a great Arctic wolf or the blood curdling 	
scream	of	a	mountain	lion	are	only	some	of	the	sounds	of	the	wild	you	can		
experience right here in Scugog Township.
 Only minutes from Port Perry, on a 68 parcel of land south of Seagrave, 
you’ll find the Northwood Zoo and Animal Sanctuary. It’s here on scenic 	
property that for more than 10 years Norm Phillips has nursed, bred and cared 
for hundreds of exotic animals.
 Unlike many zoos, where animals are in distant compounds and cages, 
at Northwood, visitors get an up-close and personal look at some of the worlds 
largest and most feared animals. You’ll see the great Kodiak bears, lions, 
tigers, bobcats, wolves, monkeys and dozens of other animals.
 Norm, along with four volunteers, and his family have 	
the onerous job of feeding and caring for these exotic 	
animals	at	the	sanctuary.	They	lovingly	raise	many		
animals from the time they are born, feeding and 	
caring	for	them	in	their	home	while	they	are	small.
	 In	addition	to	making	the	animals	available	for	
the public, Northwood animals have also starred 	
in numerous television shows, commercials and
movies.	Most	recently	three	of	the	zoo’s	lions		
took part in an episode of Fear Factor.
	 Enjoy	a	great	adventure	with	the	kids		
and family. Northwood Zoo is located at 	
2192 Cookson Lane, at the south entrance to 	
Seagrave.	Just	follow	the	signs	and	enjoy	a		
wonderful	day	in	the	country	with	some	of		
this planet’s most amazing and exotic animals.	
	By J. Peter Hvidsten 

& Wild  
   Wonderful
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In early May when the Scugog Chamber of Commerce an-
nounced its 2005 Business of the Year Awards, two outstanding 
Port Perry business women garnered honours.

Ginger Jackson who owns the local McDonald’s franchise as 
well as two restaurants in Uxbridge was named the recipient of the 

award for businesses employ-
ing more than fifteen person-
nel. Betty Penny, owner of the 
Scugog Island Cruises received 
the award for a business having 
fewer than fifteen employees.

Both women are highly in-
volved with the community and 
were pleased with the recogni-
tion these awards represent.

“How awesome is it for a  
McDonald’s to win such an 
award?” asks Mrs. Jackson. “It 
shows that you can have that 
kind of business and still be com-
munity-minded.” She and her 
husband, Sandy opened at the 
Port Perry location in December 
of 2002 and are often among the 
first to support local events and 
fundraising efforts. “I can’t just 

stand around and age,” she quips.

Mrs. Penny is into her fourth 
season attracting visitors and 
VIPs alike to the area that 
she loves. With husband Ed, 
who serves as Captain of the  
Woodman tourboat which sails 
Lake Scugog from May to  
November, she supports local  
efforts whenever possible. 

Scugog Chamber of Commerce 
president, Craig Taylor was 
quick to acknowledge the high 
caliber of nominees such as  
Everlasting Memories Bridal and 
Floral Shoppe, The Piano Café 
and Blue Heron Charity Casino. 
“Plans are underway to create 
an awards evening to give cat-
egory winners as well as busi-
nesses with longtime service in 
the area more recognition than 
our AGM can provide,” explained  
Mr. Taylor. 

“What an honour to be selected from a roster of remarkable 
peers,” says Mrs. Jackson. “It really makes the partnering that we 
do in the community worthwhile.”

By Barbara Hunt

Women with the right stuff

Ginger	Jackson,
McDonald’s	Port	Perry

Betty	Penny,	
Scugog Island Cruises
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	 “I	can’t	think	of	anywhere	else	that	I’d	be	able	to	use	sculpting	
and design skills, embroidery, beading, quilting, painting and my 
colour training,” says dollmaker Deborah Colston, “and yet people 
often	react	as	though	I	make	baby	dolls	or	something.”	
	 The	 Thunder	 Bay	 native	 who	 moved	 to	 Toronto	 to	 attend		
Ryerson’s Fashion Design program, graduating in 1981, feels suit-
ed to what she prefers to call sculpture or “figurative art”.
 It is only when Colston settles into her cozy workshop in the 
Seagrave	 home	 that	 she’s	 shared	 for	 nineteen	 years	 with	 hus-
band, Howard and her three teenagers, that the work really begins. 	
“I have to get into the right head space,” she explains. “The tactile 
process	in	my	studio	starts	things	rolling.”

					She	creates	dolls	from	nat-
ural elements such as shell, 
antler, stone or driftwood, from 
stone	 clay	 or	 polymer	 clay		
depending	on	the	suitability	of	

material	to	vision.	Working	from	photos	or	clippings	to	create	lifelike	
figures or using fabric and yarns to craft fairytale creatures give her 
equal pleasure.
 “Starting with porcelain sculpture, I came to realize that I was 
more	 interested	 in	 the	 creation	 of	 the	 dolls	 than	 the	 collecting		
aspect,” she shares. “The treasures are the bits and pieces of raw 
material. This makes it very easy to part with my finished product. 
It’s	the	process	that	is	gratifying.”
 Colston has taken the past two years away from the creative 
process in order to serve as Treasurer to the Canadian Doll 	
Artists Association (www.dollartists.com), a 200-member, non-	
profit, national organization. 
 However, she does still keep active by meeting with “creative 
buddy”, Catherine Dalhaise in Raglan to explore life drawing and 
stone	clay	sculpting.	She	also	attends	monthly	meetings	organized	
by Marianne Reitsma for a 22-member Ajax club (www.mreitsma-
design.com/dollart/dollartclub)	where	one	member	per	month	chal-

lenges	those	gathered	with	a	new	project	to	promote	fresh	ideas	
and	inspire	learning.
 The stone clay sculpting which requires kiln firing is a new area 
and welcome break from her wire and tinfoil-armatured, florist tape-
wrapped, polymer clay figures. She bakes the polymer in her spare 
oven	in	the	garage	and	need	not	worry	about	the	number	of	pieces	
to fill a kiln.
 “My process is a little slower,” she says, “but I have a busy fam-

ily	and	don’t	want	 to	miss	my	
children	growing	up.”
					“I’m	told	that	this	occupation	
is very therapeutic,” Colston 

says. “I just love it because I can bring my entire, creative self to it 
and	succeed.”	
	 Her	art	may	be	found	at	The	Guild	Shop	in	Toronto	and	has	sold	
across Canada, the U.S. and in England. She has photo credits in 
“Art Doll Quarterly” (an American publication) and had Nick Knox, 
one of her Jack-in-the-Boxes on display for three years (until Octo-
ber 2003) at the Canadian Museum of Civilization. 
 Deborah Colston’s creations, from realistic to whimsical can 
never be considered baby dolls, but true works of art.

By Barbara Hunt

Seagrave artist crafts
dolls from bits and
pieces of raw material

“I’m more interested in 
creating, than collecting”

“I’m told this occupation 
is very therapeutic”

Strictly Arts This Old
   House
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 This imposing yellow brick home was built in 1876 by Mary and 
H.S. Campbell and sold three years later to Charles Marsh, who 
was a former reeve of Reach Twp. When this comfortable Gothic 
style home was built it would have had a panoramic view across 
Lake Scugog to Scugog Island. 
 It has a high-pitched gabled roof allowing a gothic framed window 
on the east side overlooking the lake. Originally the wood enclosed 
bay entrance structure had a further doorway on the north.  

Both doors opened onto small verandahs along the east side.
 The distinctive yellow brick used in this home would have 
been manufactured at the James Goode brickyard in Port Perry. 
This brick was extensively used many large homes and buildings  
including the Town Hall and Anglican Church.
 The house changed hands a number of times over the past 
century, and was purchased by Gerald and Dorothy Nelson in 
1947. They lived in the home for more than 20 years before sell-
ing it  in 1989 to author William H. Graham. Mr. Graham wrote 
and published Greenbank – Country Matters in 19th Century  
Ontario. Christina Harvey purchased the home in 1996 and sold 
it six years later to Ms. S. Cummings and Mr. D. Fitzgerald.
 The house has been extensively renovated by the present own-
ers, including reconstruction of the original porch and additions 
of verandahs. These varandahs on the south and east side add an 
elegance to the already impressive structure.  The new owners 
also constructed and addition on the west side, all to accommo-
date a day, health spa business called Lakewinds.
 This beautiful home is located at 56 Perry St., Port Perry and 
stands to a testiment of the golden era of homes.

House after extensive renovations including reconstruction of porch in 2003.

    Campbell house without porch in 2001.

Campbell house with new porch which was added in 2003.

Stately 1876 home built 
of popular yellow brick 
from local brick yards

This Old
   House
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	 “Jeff	 Reid	 of	 Reid’s	 Independent	 and	 Jeff	 Hodgkinson	 of		
Canadian Tire Corporation truly represent what a great cor-
porate sector we have in our Township,” said Mayor	
Pearce	at	the	presentation	for	the	Mayor’s	
Honour	Roll	earlier	this	year.

	 “I	 couldn’t	 let	 this	 year	 pass	 without	
thanking	two	of	the	most	supportive	mem-
bers	of	our	business	community.”

	 Jeff	 Hodgkinson	 likened	 the	 recogni-
tion	to	being	given	the	keys	to	the	city.		

 Born in Vancouver, Jeff grew up in 
Uxbridge from age 13. While working in 
Calgary at Canadian Tire Corporate Head-
quarters as VP of dealer relations he had 
the	opportunity	to	select	his	store	and	was	
naturally	drawn	back	to	this	area.	

	 He	 joined	 the	 Scugog	 business	 com-
munity	 in	 2000	 because	 of	 the	 “great		
community, diverse pool of employees and 
easy commute” from his home in Keswick, 
Ontario.	

	 Jeff’s	involvement	in	such	events	as	the	
Christmas Toy Drive, Pitch-In Week and 
Camp Scugog show his deeply felt belief in 
giving back. He cites 2005 as a difficult year 
for	charitable	organizations	due	to	the	Tsuna-
mi, the Indian earthquake and Katrina. That 
makes	every	dollar	donated	more	valuable.	

 He feels that the Mayor’s recognition of businesses, especially 
those	outside	of	the	downtown	core	is	even	sweeter	as	a	result.

 His concern for the community, especially its youth, was the 
driving	 force	behind	Jeff’s	strong	stand	 in	 removing	 replica	guns	
and ammunition from Port Perry Canadian Tire shelves. He had an 
opportunity to review the new by-law and meet with Council on this 
issue.  “All in all, I’m just the front guy,” he explains pointing to his 
amazing employees. “With four boys of my own, I want to give back 
and	add	to	the	fabric	of	the	community.”

	 Jeff	 Reid	 carries	 on	 the	 same	 business	 and	 tries	 to	 emulate		

	

the	high	level	of	involvement	that	he	saw	in	
his	father	growing	up.	

	He	 moved	 his	 family	 to	 the	 Port	 Perry	
area 10 years ago and manages the Reid’s 
Independent	while	his	brother	runs	the	twin	
organization	 that	 their	 father	 started	 in	
Lindsay, Ontario. 

Jeff	not	only	believes	 in	giving	back	 to	
the community, but in the utmost impor-
tance of involving young people in sports, 
arts	and	community	activities.	“If	we	keep	
everything as local as possible, kids will be 
exposed to a wider range of experiences,” 

he explains. He hopes that keeping children busy and interested 
will	prevent	them	from	getting	into	trouble.

 Through his involvement with the Car Wash and the local 
high	school	students’	other	 fundraising	efforts	 for	 the	Hong	Kong		
Pilgrimage	he	bears	testament	to	that	philosophy.	

 “I’m a floor person,” Jeff says with pride pointing out that it keeps 
him in touch with his friends, his customers and his community.

 Jeff Reid’s modest reaction to the Mayor’s Honour Roll was, 
“what an honour it was to be selected, along with Jeff Hodgkinson, 
as the first business recipients.”

By Barbara Hunt

Two Jeff’s really are
better than one...

Honour Roll

Jeff	Reid,	left,	and	Jeff	Hodgkinson,	top,
were named to Mayor’s Honour Roll.
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Jim Zoet is the only Port Perry lad to make it to the NBA. Indeed, he is the only person 
from	Durham	Region	to	make	it	that	far	in	pro	basketball.

After completing Port Perry High School, Jim went on a basketball scholarship to Kent 
State University. At 7’1” Jim became Kent State’s starting centre in his junior year, but 
after 3 years he became disillusioned with his coach and returned to Canada to finish his 
degree at Lakehead University. Here he made the Canadian University All-Star team in 
1977 and 1978. He was also on the Canadian National team from 1977-1980 and 1990. 

After graduation at Lakehead he pursued a career in professional basketball in Holland, 
but maintained his Canadian links by making the Canadian Olympic team in 1980.  

His achievements attracted the NBA’s attention and at age 28 he became the oldest 
rookie in the 1982-83 season, being the last cut for the Atlanta Hawks and then being 
signed	by	the	Detroit	Pistons.	

Jim	wore	#40	for	one	season	in	Detroit	but	when	his	contract	was	not	renewed	he	
continued	his	international	pro-basketball	career.	Over	the	years	he	has	played	for	at	least	
a year for teams in Holland, England, Argentina, Mexico and the Phillipines. 

He then decided to return to Canada to settle down and raise a family. At age 51 Jim now 
lives in Mississauga with his wife Sue and two children, Jackson, 10 and Samantha, 18. 

When asked which country he enjoyed playing in most, he was quick to respond, “All 
of	them.	All	these	countries	were	so	interesting	and	the	people	were	truly	wonderful	and	
hospitable. But while travelling through some of the smaller towns of Argentina, Mexico 
and the Phillipines, seeing the conditions certainly made me appreciate what we have 
here in Canada.”

Today Jim does not have strong ties with Port Perry. “Unfortunately, my life at university 
in	the	States	and	then	as	an	international	player	left	me	with	little	time	to	maintain	any	
close contacts with Port Perry.” This was particularly so after his father died in 1977 and 
his	mother	shortly	afterwards.	

He says he still has fond memories of his high school days at Port Perry High School, 
and	a	few	years	ago	returned	to	town	to	show	his	children	where	he	had	been	raised.

Jim has been nominated for the Canadian Basketball Hall of fame twice, missing this 
year’s	selection	by	only	two	votes.	“I	consider	it	a	real	honour	to	be	nominated.	I	have	
been so privileged in my career. How many kids from Canada get an opportunity to play 
basketball	as	much	as	I	have?”	

Jim	still	maintains	his	love	for	the	game	and	shoots	hoops	with	his	children.	“I	was	
on	two	teams	at	last	year’s	masters’	tournament	in	Edmonton	and	came	back	with	two	
golds,” he states proudly.  But now I have a bigger sports career coaching my own kids in 
hockey	and	baseball.”

When asked if he had any regrets in his career, “Not really,” he responded.  “I made the 
Olympic team in 1980 and then Canada joined several other countries that boycotted the 
games in Moscow because the Russians had invaded Afghanistan. However, that’s life.” 
he	added	with	a	smile.	“I’ve	worked	hard	and	I’m	happy.”

By Paul Arculus

Jim Zoet: Played NBA with Detroit
Pistons, Atlanta Hawks

Jim	Zoet
May 1973

are theyWhere Now?
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 Dogs and their owners will 
not want to miss the annual 
Dog Days of Scugog coming  
to Scugog Shores Museum 
Village in July. 

 Talented members of the 
SuperDog Central Perform-
ance Team will once again be 
the featured performers. They 
will be making a special stop at 
the Museum to entertain their 
many fans throughout the day. 

 Other scheduled events  
include the popular SuperDog 
Idol contest, free for all dogs  
to enter, doggie fashion shows, 
parade of breeds, demonstra-
tions and more. 

 Visit with local breeders to 
discover what breed would be 
the best fit for your family, ex-
plore unique gift ideas for your 
pooch from one of the many 
vendors or just have fun intro-
ducing your dog to some new 
friends. 

 The popular event takes 
place on Sunday, July 23. Ad-
mission to the all-day event is 
$5 for adults, $3 for students 
and seniors and free for all chil-
dren under 12 and all dogs.

 Contact the museum for 
more information or if you are 
interested in being a vendor.

Pooches welcome to Dog 
Days at Scugog Museum

Don Harron celebrity 
guest at WindReach 
Farm’s talent show, 
strawberry supper

WindReach Farm in Ashburn is holding its’ annual talent show 
on Saturday, July 22nd.  Local talent will entertain guests in the 
farm’s century barn, followed by fresh strawberries and ice cream 
for all.

Oranizers are very excited to announce that special guests Don 
Harron and Claudette, Gordie Tapp and Johnny Burke will be part 
of the entertainment.  

Tickets are $6.00 and seating is limited.  Call the farm at (905) 
655-5827 for more information or to purchase tickets. WindReach 
Farm is located at 312 Townline Rd., Ashburn, Ont.

Come and enjoy an evening of fun, laughter, talent and strawber-
ries.  Show starts at 7 p.m. sharp!

To	the	return	of	the	Sunday	evening	summer	
concerts	at	the	Rotary	Gazebo	in	Palmer	Park.
The	concerts	are	free	and	showcase	local	
musicians: summertime is truly here.
 

To Flieler’s Garage for having to go self serve. 	
We	understand	its	a	wise	and	probably	necessary	
business	move	but	we	will	miss	the	friendly	service	
and sometimes, we just hate pumping our own gas.
 

For Janet Page and Nancy Driscoll, who bought 
Video Plex on Water Street from the already missed 
Tony	and	Gail.	We	are	thrilled	that	the	local	ladies	
will	continue	the	caring	and	friendly	service	that	we	
have	come	to	enjoy.

 
To	the	creation	of	a	downtown	task	force	for	Port	
Perry. Hopefully, this task force will bring their 
crystal	ball	to	the	meetings	so	they	can	look	to	the	
future	and	head	off	the	fate	of	too	many	Ontario	
downtowns	that	have	been	faced	with	massive	big	

box development. We pray this isn’t just the beginning of 
downtown	Port	Perry	trying	to	save	itself.
 
To	the	obvious	money	waste	that	Scugog	Transit	
must be. In its first five months of operation, 343 
people	were	shuttled	around	Scugog.	Doing	the	
math	suggests	that	perhaps	the	desire	is	greater	
than	the	need.	Lets	hope	the	dial-a-ride	fares	better.
 

To the return of the parade on Saturday, September 
2 to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Port 
Perry Fair. The theme of the parade “The Old and 
the	New”	will	showcase	how	our	fair	has	progressed	
through	the	ages.	Lets	all	help	make	this	year’s	fair	

a	huge	success	by	turning	out	for	the	parade	and	enjoying	
the	many	fair	activities.
 
On	irresponsible	dog	owners.	The	few	who	refuse		
to	leash	their	dogs	are	ruining	pleasant	afternoons	
in the park, not to mention those that think poop 	
and	scoop	is	something	that	only	other	people	
should	do.
 

To Deborah Jehu for being awarded the 2006 	
Betty	Penny	Scholarship	in	recognition	of	her	
leadership	skills	and	service	to	her	community.
Deborah is another example of youth making 	
a	difference.	

A column devoted to recognizing 
events	and	decisions	which	effect	the	

residents	of	Scugog	Township,	
and	rating	them	with	a	

“Thumbs	Up,	or	Thumbs	Down!”

Thumbs
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Coffee Crazy

The Tim Hortons phenomenon
Cindy Leask, pictured left, works at Co-operators Insurance in 

Port Perry and she picks up an extra large coffee every morning 	
before heading for the office. And although she says she likes 	
Country Style as well, she feels Tim’s has more caffeine and helps 
keep	her	awake	all	day.	

“It’s a good cup of coffee and I enjoy the taste,” Cindy says. 
Rick McCoshen, who operates Rick’s Barber Shop on Water St. 

says he drinks five or six medium cups of coffee a day from Tim’s 
because	he	likes	the	taste.

“The staff are great, they get it right every time,” he says, point-
ing out there’s nothing worse than after waiting in line, driving off 
only to find you’ve been given the wrong coffee.

Marg and David Waite, are not particularly fond of Tim’s coffee.
In fact Marg has switched to tea, but they still go to the Hwy. 7A 	
location two or three times a week. “For us it’s a social thing. We 
meet with friends at Tim Hortons and enjoy a visit,” Marg says.

David says he find Tim’s coffee too strong and often bitter. “I like 
Hank’s coffee better,” he said.

So	there	you	have	it!	Some	swear	by	Tim’s	brew...	others	don’t.	
But	if	you	were	to	sit	outside	a	Tim	Hortons	any	day	or	night	of	the	
week, you’d swear it was the only place in town to get coffee.

Like	it	or	not...	wouldn’t	you	love	to	have	a	franchise?

By J. Peter Hvidsten
	

Scugog likes its coffee, no doubt about that!
With	coffee	available	from	dozen’s	of	stores	in	and	around	the	

town, literally hundreds of gallons of the hot, black liquid (or choco-
late	brown	if	you	take	cream	and	sugar)	are	poured	into	our	systems	
each	and	every	day.

And	although	you	can	get	a	good	cup	of	coffee	in	any	number	
of local restaurants, the main source of this “addictive” liquid comes 
down to two local chains, Country Style and Tim Hortons. And of	
these two chain coffee shops, Tim Hortons seems to have the edge 
in	popularity	and	consumption.

Now it could be said, in Port Perry it’s because Tim’s has two 
locations with drive-thru facilities and Country Style doesn’t, but it 
goes	deeper	than	that.		

From the deepest part of the night, as shift workers use the 
elixir to keep awake on the way home – to the early morning 	
office workers and commuters, struggling to keep their eyelids 
open as they head for the grind, there’s always a coffee in hand.	
Drive by a Tim’s almost any time night or day, and you’ll see long 
lines of cars and trucks sitting in line, puffing out exhaust, while they 
wait	to	place	their	order.	At	one	local	take-out	it’s	not	unusual	to	see	
a dozen or more cars winding out onto the street, patiently waiting 
for their morning fix.

The question one has to ask is, why? 
Why has Tim’s become the choice brew for commuters, office 

workers, truckers and students? There’s lots of other good cof-
fee outlets in town. Hank’s, the Pantry Shelf, Red Ribbon and the 	
Burger Chalet are just a few that come to mind. 

It’s	 apparent	 a	 vast	 majority	 of	 the	 public	 feel	 strongly	 about	
Tim’s being their coffee of choice. So is it our imagination, or is it 
possible	that	Tim’s	coffee	recipe	really	is	better	than	the	others?

On	the	surface	it	would	appear	as	if	Tim	Hortons	has	spawned	
a	whole	new	“coffee	cult”	and	we	 the	coffee	drinking	public	have		
become	it’s	loyal	followers.

Some	 published	 reports	 suggest	 that	 Tim’s	 adds	 nicotine	 to	
their coffee. But results of various investigations, tests and chemical 
analysis of the brew, prove these to be unfounded.

The	 company	 has	 released	 statements	 denying	 the	 use	 of		
additives	of	any	kind.	Spokespersons	insist	their	brew	is	made	only	
from a blend of the highest quality, premium Arabica beans from 
several	different	coffee	growing	countries.

Okay, so maybe Tim Hortons has developed the “ultimate” cof-
fee	and	the	public	is	responding	because	it’s	just	a	great	brew.

So to find out we went to the streets, to ask Tim ‘junkies’ why 	
the	coffee	in	the	brown	paper	cup	is	their	brew	of	choice.

Cindy Leask
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Focus On Scugog	wants	to	keep	you	informed	about	the	events	
and	 activities	 which	 will	 be	 taking	 place	 throughout	 the	 township	
during 2006. Here is a listing of some of the many events. We 
welcome community listings from non-profit groups and organiza-
tions from all of Scugog Township. Send a brief discription of your 
event (max. 35 words) by email to focus@observerpub.ca today. 	
Deadline for the next issue of Focus On Scugog is July 30, 2006

July 1�, 1�, 200� - Mississaugas of Scugog  
10th Traditional Pow Wow   
Mississaugas	of	Scugog	Island	hold	a	gather-
ing of First Nations people to celebrate their 
traditions through drum, dance, and song. 
Native	 food	 &	 crafts	 to	 be	 enjoyed.	 Sunrise	
ceremony both days.  For information call 
905-985-3337. Location 22521 Island Rd.

July 22, 200� - Highands of Durham Games   
Highland Games with Heavy Events, Pipe 
Bands, Highland Dance Competition, Scottish 
Breed Dog Show, British Cars & Bikes, Celtic 
Entertainment, Highland Cattle, Aberdeen 	
Angus Show, Clydesdale Show. Two exciting 
days of activities, July 22, 23.

July 2�, 200� - Dog Days of Scugog
Dogs	 and	 their	 owners	 won’t	 want	 to	 miss	 this	 popular	 event	 at	
the Scugog Shores Museum. The SuperDog Central Performance 
Team	will	be	the	featured	performers.	Other	events	include	the	pop-
ular SuperDog Idol contest, free for all dogs to enter, doggie fashion 
shows, parade of breeds, demonstrations and more. Contact the 
Museum for more information 905-985-3589.

August 12, 200� - Day In Historic Port Perry
A	day	to	re-live	history	in	downtown	Port	Perry.	This	event	will	be	
held from 10 am to 6 pm. Enjoy entertainment of all kinds. Learn 
about our downtown’s colourful history. For more information call 

905-985-4971.

August 20, 200� - Rotay Club Aquarama
This	popular	summer	event	is	great	for	the	
family.	Watch	teams	race	around	a	course	
in front of Palmer Park, and raise money 

for various Rotary Club projects. For more 
information call 905-985-7870, or 905-985-
2158 Ext. 8.

August 2�, 2�, 200� - Blackstock Fair
Demo derby opening night, Parade, Live-
stock shows, Horse pull,  Agricultural tent, 
4-H Achievement day, Homecraft displays, 
Kid’s World, ATV, Dog obstacle course. For 
information 905-986-0035.

September 2 - �, 200� - Port Perry Agricultural Fair
Port Perry Fair features livestock shows, 4-H competitions, 	
tractor pull, demolition derby, midway, fiddlers’ contest, baby 
show, homecrafts and much more. For more information look at 	
www.portperryfair.com, or you can call 905-985-0962.

Sept. 9, 200� - Port Perry Half Marathon - �th Annual
This 21.1 kilometre run starts at the Port Perry Fairgrounds, 	
wanders through some village side streets, then proceeds north on 
Old Simcoe Street to ultimately finish at the fairgrounds. Runners 
start time 10:00 am. Power Walkers (3+ hrs) start time 9:00 am. 
More information at:  http://www.pphm.org/

September 1�, 200� - Murder Mystery Evening
Explore the Museum village and help the detectives solve a myste-
rious murder on Friday, Sept. 15. All assistant detectives will inter-
view the villagers and search for clues. Tickets are $15 and must be 
purchased in advance by calling the Museum at 905-985-3589.

September 1�, 200� - Terry Fox Run
Event begins at 9:00 a.m. near the gazebo in Palmer Park. For 
more information call 1-888-836-9786.

September 2�, 200� - Pioneer Fall Days 
The	 Scugog	 Shores	 Historical	 Museum	 will	 be	 holding	 their	 an-
nual Pioneer Fall Fair from 11 am - 4 pm. The museum village 
will be bustling with activity all day long. Craftspeople will be 
demonstrating	 everything	 from	 blacksmithing	 to	 basket-weaving.		
Rates: Adults: $5, Students/Seniors: $3, Children under 12: Free

October 1�, 1�, 200� - Port Perry Antique Show & Sale
The 12th Annual Port Perry Antique Show & Sale on October 14 & 
15 at Port Perry High School will feature 42 selected dealers from 
Ontario. If you are looking for that special antique this is the show 
you can’t afford to miss. For more information call 905-985-8840.

     A look at some of the many events       scheduled for the summer 2006

 What’s Up Scugog? 
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$689,900.Waterfront Home  
for All Seasons
Enjoy the sunsets from this open  
concept custom built home with  
full walkout finished basement,  
24 ft. cathedral ceilings, maple cabinetry,  
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, hardwood floors,  
3 walk-outs, 2 fireplaces. Prime area close to Port Perry.  
Nearly 4,000 sq. ft. of quality finished living space.  
A definite must have for the discrimitive buyer. Call:  
Brian McKinlay, Broker

$299,900.

Just over 1.5 acres with pond plus 2 + 1 bedroom home 
with 2 fireplaces, finished basement, extra bath, drilled 

well, double garage plus workshop. Call: 
Brian McKinlay, Broker

Acreage Close to Port Perry

One of only a few  
available located  

on north end of Lake  
Scugog only 15 minutes  
from Port Perry.  Clean  

2 bedroom year round home  
with pine floors throughout, galley  

kitchen with appliances, woodstove and  
walkout to deck with a westerly view. To view call:

Mark Smith, Broker of Record
Adam Airhart, Sales Representative

 
Waterfront

Built by the Stoddart family, local factory owners, this home features 
original woodwork & hardwood floors, newer family room addition, furnace, 

electrical update, tree-lined lot, walking distance to shopping, restaurants, 
medical centre, school & churches. Great community to raise a family or 

retire into. Located in Woodville, easy 25 minutes drive N/E of Port Perry. 
Contact:  Mark Puckrin, Sales Representative

$299,900.

Charming
   Circa 1930 Home

$204,900.
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Dear Editor
 I agree that ‘Scugog likes its coffee’ how-
ever your analysis of why this has become a 
‘phenomenon’ is rather unbalanced. May I 
suggest the following reasons?
 While there are die-hard coffee drinkers, 
some may even refer to themselves as ‘coffee 
addicts,’ there is much more to coffee than its 
ability to keep one awake or force ones eye-
lids to open. If it was just the matter of coffee 
addiction,  any coffee would do. After all alco-
holics are known to drink cough syrup, but 
that is not so with coffee drinkers.
 The coffee drinking clientele in Scugog 
can safely be divided into two categories. The 
first category, you have mentioned, are the 
shift workers, the early morning workers and 
the commuters ‘driving with a cup of coffee in 
hand’. With no time to stop, afraid they might 
be running late, they will wait grumbling in a 
line-up, refusing to get out of the car and go 
inside to get  faster service. 
 However, the second group of coffee drink-
ers are those who want to take the time to sa-
vour life while enjoying a cup of coffee. For 
them, having a coffee is their answer to the 
English local pubs.  These are the patrons you 

will find at the Country Style on 7A. 
 Also picking up coffee at Country Style are 
clients driving north to the cottage, and those 
who stop to pick up milk, chips or pop at the 
end of the day. 
 But a large majority of them are the ‘regu-
lars’ who know that they will be guaranteed 
a quiet clean place where they can enjoy a 
cup of coffee with their friends and catch up 
on the day’s events.  They are there because 
they know that they will not have to deal with 
children running around screaming for Kids’ 
meals and parents screaming at their off 
springs to behave or else.  
 More importantly the patrons at this Coun-
try Style are served by beautiful young wom-
en in brightly coloured T-shirts which read 
“You Are Hot.”  No matter how tired one is, or 
how grumpy you may feel, reading the words 
“You Are Hot” on a young women’s T-shirt, 
accompanied by a beautiful smile, does a lot 
for ones well-being. 
 As far as your method of surveying the cof-
fee phenomenon goes, I must point out that 
you can not depend on Rick McCoshen, scru-
tiny of coffee.  

See ‘Coffee Crazy” on page 10
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Our Cover Picture
The picture on the cover of 
this issue of Focus On Scugog 
was taken last month at the 
Highlands of Durham Games. 
Bill McGee, Scugog Township’s 
‘Town Crier’ is seen welcoming 
the crowd during the opening 
ceremonies held in Elgin Park. 
Mr. McKee lives in Port Perry.

Cover Photo by J.P. Hvidsten

Editorial Coverage
Phone 905-448-2714, or

email focus@observerpub.ca

Advertising
Phone Tracy at 905-441-6252

or 905-448-2714
email focus@observerpub.ca

Inside Focus
Dog Days ...................4
Ocala Winery ............6
Cluttered Nest ............9
Lake Scugog Camp ..14
Scugog Exposed .......16
Soccer Tykes ............19
What’s Up? ..............20

WE LOVE LETTERS - Drop us a line today at: focus@observerpub.ca

Coffee
Crazy
rebuttal

T	 	 		he	fact	that	Scugog	Township’s	new
	 											second	ice	pad	has	a	serious	mould
	 	 	problem	before	it	enters	into	its	fourth
	 									season,	certainly	begs	the	question...
	 									how	could	this	have	happened?
	 Township	staff	explained	that	the	shut-down	
of	the	ice	plant,	along	with	hot,	humid	weather	
led	to	the	formation	of	the	fungus/mould.
	 “We	just	had	a	bad,	bad	break,”	John	Sellars	
told	members	of	council	last	month.
	 Fully	recognizing	that	Mr.	Sellars,	has	
become the unfortunate messenger... no fingers 
are	being	pointed	at	him...	we	wonder	how	
Scugog	could	have	found	themselves	in	this	
unfortunate	and	expensive	dilemma	.
	 Surely,	the	township’s	planners,	engineers	
and	consultants,	who	were	undoubtedly	paid	a	
princely	sum,	have	built	arenas	before	and	know	
how	to	avoid	the	formation	of	mould	and	fungus	
in	the	walls	of	this	type	of	facility.
	 Surely,	the	contractors	and	suppliers	
of heating, refrigeration and humidification 
equipment	know	what	is	needed	in	an	arena	to	
prevent	the	formation	of	mould.	
	 The	latest	estimate,	before	Focus On Scugog 
went	to	press,	was	the	township	was	facing	an	
expense	of	about	$350,000	to	purchase	a	new	
state-of-the-art humidifier, and to complete the 
necessary	repairs	to	the	building.

	 There	is	absolutely	no	doubt	that	this	
estimated	cost	will	go	much	higher...	estimates	
being	what	they	are...	simply	estimates.
	 Suggestions	are	the	cost	of	repairs	will	
come	from	a	number	of	sources	including	the	
township’s	energy	conservation	fund	and	an		
in-door	swimming	pool	fund,	so	the	repairs	will	
not	be	a	direct	cost	to	the	taxpayer.
	 The	exact	wording	was,	and	I	quote	“that	
the	costs	will	be	covered	through	existing	funds	
and	that	the	situation	will	have	no	impact	on	
ratepayers.”
	 That’s	balderdash!
	 All	funds	in	the	municipalities	coffers	have		
an	effect	on	the	residents	of	the	community.	
	 You	simply	can’t	take	more	than	$350,000	of	
the	township	treasury	and	say	it	doesn’t	effect	
the	taxpayer.	The	money	in	those	accounts	
belong	to	us,	the	ratepayers,	and	whether	it	was	
accumulated	through	taxation...	government	
grants...	or	by	casino	revenues,	it’s	our	money.
	 A	report	in	one	of	our	local	newspapers	
quotes	Mr.	Sellars	as	saying	that	councillors	and	
senior municipal officials are “fully supportive 
and	they	understand	issues	come	up	like	this.”
	 That’s	troubling!		Someone	has	to	be	held	
accountable for this fiasco.  If it wasn’t the 
township’s	mistake,	then	ratepayers	shouldn’t		
be	paying	for	someone	else’s	negligence.
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 Lake Scugog was teeming with Dragons on July 8th as a 
flotilla of 45 teams took to the water in front of Palmer Park. 
The Dragon Boat races were in support of breast cancer sur-
vivors, to help raise both funds and awareness of this dreaded 
disease.
 The event rallied 1,100 participants and many volunteers, 
and netted $106,000 for Ross Memorial Hospital in Lindsay, 
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital, Lakeridge Health in Port Perry 
and the R.S. McLaughlin Durham Region Cancer Centre to be 
opened in Oshawa in 2007.
 Breast cancer survivors have been dragon boat racing in 
Canada since 1996. The tradition dates back to the Chinese Qin 
dynasty (2,000 years ago).
 The Port Perry Festival, sponsored by The Ontario Trillium 
Foundation and the Great Blue Heron Charity Casino, was also 
supported by the Port Perry Rotary Club and numerous local 
business owners. 
 Big winners included the Dragon Flies, who won the Ka-
wartha Breast Cancer Survivor Challenge Race. Survivors 
Abreast took home the silver and Barrie’s Ribbons of Hope gar-
nered bronze. 
 The top individual pledge winner was Mary Lou Simpson 
of the Canterbury Silver Dragons, and the top three pledge 
donors were the Canterbury Silver Dragons, City of Kawartha 
Lakes Fire Flies and Lindsay’s Healing Spirits. 
 We congratulate all those who participated or attended!  If 
you want more information about the Dragon Flies, contact 
them at: www.thedragonflies.org.

Scugog Dragon Boat races 
raise $106,000 for hospitals

 The return of Brad Puckrin, to his familiar stand beside Flieler’s garage presents  
a “love-hate” feeling for his customers. Everyone ‘loves’ to see the congenial “corn 
man” and his truck loaded down with fresh produce, but ‘hate’ to think his arrival 
also means that summer is winding down. This is Brad’s 20th season on Simcoe St., 
serving customers from Scugog Twp. and beyond.                     Photo by J.P. Hvidsten



FOCUS - August 2006    �   focus@observerpub.ca

 Mayor Marilyn Pearce,  Scugog Chamber 
of Commerce president Craig Taylor and BIA 
president Stewart Bennett proved something 
important on July 26th. They have demonstrat-
ed that the three influential groups, each with 
its own special interests, can work together 
and make things happen.
 Scugog Township, the Chamber of Com-
merce and the BIA spent less than a month 
outfitting this new, efficient storefront, located 
at 181 Perry Street adjacent to the Municipal 
offices. The centre will assist businesses, tour-
ists and residents with maps, brochures, con-
tact information and ambience.
 The Port Perry Arts Association lined the 
walls with paintings and, thanks to Jeff Reid 
of Reid’s Independent Groceries, comfortable 

furniture is nestled in every corner.
 “Welcome to our Welcome Centre,” said 
an exuberant Mayor between the ribbon and 
cake cutting. “Remember, although Craig has 
the staff (referring to Kristyn Smith and two 
summer students), this is my house,” she con-
tinued. To which Stewart Bennett added, ”But 
the washrooms are mine!”
 The Centre will be open seven days a week 
providing restroom facilities to visitors. Mon-
day through Saturday the doors are open from 
9 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., and Sundays staff are 
available from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 “It’s been a good partnership,” commented 
Councillor Drew. Council members on hand 
agreed. And Scugog Township will benefit 
from the centre for years to come.

Scugog’s new 
Visitor, Business 
Welcome Centre 
officially opens 

Office Manager 
Kristyn Smith, 
right, and her 
assistant Jade 
Reville, greet 
visitors to the 
new Scugog 
Welcome 
Centre daily.

  Scugog Township Mayor Marilyn Pearce 
cuts the cake to officially open the new 
Scugog Welcome Centre on July 26th.
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Doggie Days

Upper left: A large 
Chow Chow, looking 
much like a lion, was  
appropriately named 
Linus.

Upper right: Panda 
jumps high in the 
air to catch a fris-
bee from his owner 
Valerie Martyn. 

Bridgette, 12, with 
her Shihtzu “Lucky” 
who was all dressed 
up for one of the 
competitions.

 Scugog Shores Museum held it’s Dog Days of Scugog on Sunday, 
July 23, which proved to be a resounding success, with more than 700  
spectators and dog owners attending. 
 Participants took part in a number of canine competitions and 
demonstrations including herding, toss/fetch and obedience. One of 
the most popular events was the SuperDog Idol Contest. 
 This year’s winner was 14-year old Megan of Port Perry and her 
German Shepherd “Tamey,” who she had rescued from a shelter. 
 Second place went to Monica, of Nestleton, and her border collie 
named “Maggie”.

Photos by
J.P. Hvidsten
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DID YOU
KNOW?

DID YOU KNOW -  One of the most 
annoying coins is the penny, yet 
the government has no intention of  
getting rid of them. The cost of produc-

ing a “penny” is only .07 cents in Cana-
da. There are an estimated 16 billion pen-
nies in circulation in this country with an  
additional 790 million minted each year.

 Hard to believe, but producing the little brown penny netted the 
government a profit of about $2 million last year.

DID YOU KNOW -  Speaking of coins, it’s hard to believe we’ve 
had the Loonie jingling in our pockets and purses for almost 20 
years. The Loonie was first introduced in 1987 to mixed reviews, 
you may recall. Then the very cool, but flawed, Twoonie (most 
call it the Toonie) was launched in 1996 and we’ve been hooked 
on coins every since.
 Remember how the centres fell out of the first batch of twoonies?

DID YOU KNOW -  According to Kawartha Conservation there 
are over 2,100 properties along the shores of Lake Scugog, of 
which virtually all use septic systems? 
 That creates a lot of effluent which could harm the lake!

DID YOU KNOW -  There are two major fault lines crossing 
through southern Ontario into the United States. One of these 
reportedly runs north-east from Lake Erie, under the Pickering 
nuclear plant up to Scugog Township and splits at Lake Scugog 
going up both shores.
 No need to fear, the last earthquake to rattle through southern  
Ontario was in January 1986, which measured at 5.0.

DID YOU KNOW -  Lake Scugog is the most southwestern 
of the Kawartha Lakes. It is also the only artificially made lake, 
the rest having been formed by glacial activity. The lake has 82  
kilometres or 51 miles of shoreline. Scugog Island has 30.6 km or 19 
miles of shoreline. The lake is home to muskellunge, white sucker, 
brown bullhead, carp, rock bass, pumpkinseed, smallmouth bass,  
largemouth bass, yellow perch, walleye.
 The lake is also one of the reasons Port Perry has become such a 
popular tourist location for boating, fishing and other events.

DID YOU KNOW -  In the Township of Scugog permits are re-
quired for all burns within the community, at a cost of $25 per 
year. Only exceptions are for barrel burns and chimineas, but 
even these have strict guidelines.
 So no more backyard weenie or marshmallow roasts without  
getting a permit... which will probably cost more than the goodies!

DID YOU KNOW -  Port Perry has it’s own online dating services 
on the internet. Under the heading Port Perry Dating for the Port 
Perry Single, the site suggests the local dating scene can be diffi-
cult. It says finding a person can be hard at times, and this site will 
make it easier to break the ice with attractive local singles.
 Looks like we’ve hit the big time!
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 Even though cultivating orchards was already in the blood, 
in 1995 Irwin Smith and his wife Alissa took the family farm in 
a new direction by founding Ocala Orchards Farm Winery. 
 The 100-acre farm was originally settled by Irwin’s grand-
parents, George and Ella Smith in 1915 and was worked by his 
father Lloyd along the Uncle Les until the mid-90s.
 Two or three original apple trees remain from the first 
orchard and even at age 87, Irwin’s father still likes to putter 
around the farm helping out. These things maintain a firm con-
nection between three generations of Smiths.
 Growing up, Irwin couldn’t muster interest in 4H, so he pur-
sued his musical interests rather than get involved in his father’s 
purebred Holstein cattle operation. By age 24, he opened a music 
store in Port Perry first located where Native Perspectives is today 
(1978-82), and then at the corner of Queen and Simcoe St. (now  
Everlasting Memories) from 1982 to 1995. 
 In addition to retail sales and lessons, Irwin had 1,000 rental in-
struments at the time his father looked to him to continue ownership 
of the home farm. An employee purchased the music shop and two 
companies showed interest in the rental business.
 The early vineyard has since expanded to over 15 acres. That 
first vintage produced 5,000 bottles from two grape varieties and sev-
eral fruit wines. Production years now average 30,000 bottles of wine 
and 20,000 bottles of non-alcoholic juices.
 Vineyards plentiful with Reisling, Pinot Gris, Chardonnay, Auxer-
riors, Muscat, Vidal, Seyval, Baco Noir, Marchel Foch, Cabernet Sau-
vignon, Merlot, Gewurtztraminer and Syrah grapes make a lovely 
setting for a “Dine in the Vines” event several times a season. 
 The orchards are also abundant with MacIntosh, Empire, Spar-
tan, Red and Golden Delicious, Gala, Northern Spy and Cortland ap-
ples as well as berry crops of black currants, raspberry, elderberry, 
gooseberry and Northern Hardy Kiwi. 
 This year, the Smiths have added 500 “Honeycrisp” apple trees to 
the existing 3,000. “I have trouble stopping,” he says, “but I have to 
put on the brakes. Without outside help I’m pressed to my limit. On 
good days, I start at 6 o’clock and some nights if I have to work in the 
orchard, it will be midnight or 1 o’clock before I’m done.”
 He prides himself on the hands-on aspect of the operation and 
attributes the success to good cultivation practices. He and a “scout” 
walk the orchard every Monday morning troubleshooting any prob-
lems. “We like to catch any over-wintering diseases like mites or 
fungi long before we disturb any fruit. We oil spray on bare bark by 
April to suffocate eggs at the larvae stage and avoid pesticide use 
entirely.”
 The biggest bugaboo to small wineries in Ontario is not pest 
control, but dealing with the massive Ontario Liquor Board/AGCO  
(Alcohol & Gaming Commission of Ontario) system of distribution. 

 

 Large Ontario Wineries in operation since before 1993 have a 
wide-open playing field benefiting from multiple locations (ie- wine 
kiosks and on-site tasting facilities), the ability to purchase and blend 
bulk wine offshore to bolster stock and general clout in the indus-
try. AGCO seems more interested in foreign than Canadian product. 
Other countries subsidize their producers who export. Local produc-
ers are actually taxed more heavily as production rises. It is all a dis-
incentive.
 As it is, Ocala pays 25% of monthly sales to AGCO (on top of li-
censing fees). Any VQA wine sold to a licensee (restaurant) is sub-
ject to a 35% fee to AGCO. All other wines see 70% in levies. Should 
a wine be sold through the Liquor Board, it means a 60% fee. AGCO 
physically audits the records and inventory every seven months.
 The other calamity has been 9/11, the Afghan and Iraq wars and 
Sars. “World situations affect tourism greatly,” explains Irwin. “The 
last four years have been a battle agravated by three bad winters with 
winter kill in the orchards and vineyards due to early and extreme 
cold.”
 Before 2001, buses would roll in sometimes three at a time aided 
by publicity from the Durham Tourism office. Ocala still hosts be-
tween 50 and 80 bus tours per year. It seems being halfway to some-
where (ie- the liftlocks in Peterborough, Stoney Lake or Fenelon 
Falls cruises or Casinos Rama and Great Blue Heron) is a stroke of 
good fortune.
 It was buses carrying Seniors that prompted the Smiths to aban-
don tents and outfit a dining/meeting room above the tasting room/
shop in the converted dairy barn. This space allows for greater com-
fort to guests and introduced the possibility of serving light meals.
 This year’s greatest excitement was a new grape variety devel-
oped in Wisconsin. It needs no spraying and is winter hardy. The oth-
er news is, as always, the weather. The crops are in excellent shape 
due to enough rain, sunny days and cool nights. This bodes well for 
a plentiful harvest and an entertaining fall and Christmas season. 
 For more information on events check www.ocalawinery.com.

By Barbara Hunt

Business Beat

Third generation of 
Smith family expands 
farm operation to 
include successful winery

Irwin, Alissa Smith and their grandson 

Jackson King

Ocala Orchards Winery
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Ocala Orchards Winery

See ‘ewe’ at the 
Blackstock Fair
 The Blackstock Fair has gone woolly!
 The theme of the 141st annual event is “See Ewe at the Fair” and 
there is promised to be lots of exciting events. 
 Saturday August 26 will commence at 10:30 a.m. with a parade 
going from the Cartwright Public School, down Greensboro Drive 
to the fairgrounds for the fair opening. 
 A special guest in the parade is a sheep herder and his sheepdog 
who will be herding a flock of sheep through the parade. The sheep 
fun doesn’t end; there are more sheep activities, the 4H Sheep Club 
Achievement Day, Sheep Dog Demonstration and even a Sheep to 
Shawl exhibit.
 If sheep aren’t your favourite animals, don’t worry there is also a 
Dog Obstacle course for your beloved canines, a Horse Pull, Saddle 
and Heavy Horse show and Swine, Beef, Dairy and Goat shows. 
Once you’ve had your fill of animals you can take in the exhibits in 
the buildings and watch the ATV Pull.
 Kids can spend the day at the Pedal Tractor Pull, Kids’ World, 
Midway Rides and there is a Survivor Game for teenagers.  Once 
the kids are all tuckered out, come to the Fair Dance from 9pm-
1am. 
 Remember to mark your calendars to attend the Blackstock Fair 
on Saturday August 26th at the Blackstock Fairgrounds and call the 
secretary, Janice Beechey at 905-986-0035 for more information. 
 See “ewe” at the fair on August 26!

  After 24 years slugging 
mail bags for Canada 
Post, Donna Taylor has 
retired from her job at 
Port Perry Post Office. 
  Always good natured, 
Donna is seen here with 
Marjorie Fleming, one 
of the many customers 
who dropped by to wish 
her good luck in her  
retirement.

Fond
Farewell
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•  Local actress Bunty Webb was awarded the Les and 
Zona Parkes Award for her contribution to the life and 
promotion of the Borelians Community Theatre.

•  Local World War II veterans were honoured at a  
special ceremony at the kick-off of Canada Day  
festivities in Palmer Park.

•  More than $1,000 was collected in boat launching fees 
during the first weekend of the pilot project.

•  Former Port Perry High School student Marnie
 Luke, who co-produced a television documentary, 
 won top honours in a TV Ontario film contest.
•  Scugog was battered by a vicious summer storm 

which felled trees and power lines and left many 
homes without hydro for hours.

•  Residents along a portion of Ash Street were evacuat-
ed from their homes after work crews, constructing a 
roadway into Victorian Village, punctured a gas main.

•  Vandals broke into Immaculate Conception Church in 
Port Perry causing extensive damage. A statue, candle 
stands and flower vases were broken.

•  Members of Loyal Orange Lodges from across Ontario 
were in town for their Orange Heritage Parade.

REMEMBERING JULY 1���
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 The arrangement that Ruth Stone has with 
daughter, Jane-Anne and son-in-law,  Michael 
Shortly is not typical
 In 1976, Ruth and her husband George, 
downsized from a large Victorian home at the 
corner of Cochrane and McDonald Streets, to a 
smaller two-storey house on North Street. 
 Four months later, they broke ground on an 
adjoining lot, for the comfortable Tudor home 
that Ruth still occupies. Jane-Anne and older 
brothers, Paul and Dan had already left home 
at that point. 
 George succumbed to cancer in 1994,  and 
although they had separated years earlier, Ruth 
now had the rambling space to herself. 
 Jane-Anne, who grew up in Greenbank and 
attended Port Perry High School began her 
travels with a year in Switzerland to complete 
her Grade 13 school year. 
 Back in Canada, she 
undertook her nurse’s 
training at Toronto Gen-
eral and then began her 
career. She spent seven 
years living in Vancouver and twelve years  
in Peterborough before her first marriage 
dissolved and she moved back to Port Perry 
with children,  Rebecca, Jonah, Emma-Jane 
and Daniel.
 After changing houses every two years, 
Port Perry became a haven. “When Daniel  
was a little boy he would say “Mom, just  
keep these boxes for next time’,” says Ruth  

of her grandson.
 When Jane-Anne’s husband Michael ex-
pressed his desire to care for his mother-in-law 
into old age during a walk at the cottage in the 
summer of 2002, Ruth offered up her home. 
“Next thing we knew, we were at the table 
designing a space with Dan,” says Jane-Anne. 
 They lifted the roof over the garage to ac-
commodate a lovely one bedroom apartment. 
The project took about nine 
months to complete and it 
allows Ruth to “still putter in 
the garden” and “borrow a 
cup of sugar or scotch tape.”
  “You know, I used to 
come up to this storeroom and think about 
what a lovely spot this would make for my own 
mother, never dreaming that she wouldn’t be 
capable of climbing stairs and that the space 

was really meant for me,” says 
Ruth. 
 Jane-Anne adds with a 
chuckle, “And we made sure that 
the stairs were wide enough for 

an automatic lift so if Mom can’t carry a bag 
of groceries or if we just want to have fun one 
day…”
 As far as relationships go, Emma-Jane who 
studies at Redeemer College in Ancaster and 
Daniel who will be off to bio-medical studies in 
Guelph in September, have become comforta-
ble in the knowledge that their Grandmother’s 
house is not just a second, but a first home. 

 “With four children and three step children, 
we have a blended family with a cluster,” says 
Jane-Anne. “And because our house is sort of a 
drop-in center for youth, there’s probably 100 
kids in Port Perry that call Mom Grammy.”
 “Dad used to have this theory about the 
nest. From the time I was three, he’d say ‘there 
comes a time when you have to get out of the 
nest’ and since I first did, I kept moving – like 

I was searching. Now I don’t 
have to move anymore. God 
brought me home,” explains 
Jane-Anne. 
  In the past three years, the 
entire family has blossomed 

with the living arrangements. “It’s given our 
family greater stability,” says Jane-Anne. “I 
read somewhere that kids growing up in an 
extended family will have better relationships 
when they grow up – so I have that to look 
forward to. After all, next year Michael and I 
will become empty nesters too.” 
 Both Ruth and Jane-Anne highly recom-
mend their arrangement. “Mom is an only 
child and I didn’t have a sister, so we’re really 
close,” she says.
 As for the greater family, Monday nights 
Ruth hosts Jane-Anne, Michael and son, Dan 
to a card game at her kitchen table. “Mom was 
the hub of the family,” explains Jane-Anne, 
“so now the hub has moved here above the 
garage.” 

By Barbara Hunt

Cluttered Nest
Definition - The late home-leaving or return  
of children to live with parents in order to  
take advantage of both monetary and  
emotional transfers.
       Vanier Institute of the Family, 2004

The

Return to comfort of the family nest

“It’s given our family greater 
stability” . . .  Jane-Anne Shortly

“God brought me home,” 
                      . . .  Jane-Anne Shortly
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Continued from Mailbox - Pg. 1
 Did he really say five or six cups of coffee 
each day? Rick seems to be a man of habit. 
Don’t rock the boat, we do think just like we 
used to, very much like my husband.  
 We were away on vacation a few years ago, 
when I said to my husband in my most loving 
and kind voice, “honey, you are starting to 
look shaggy, get yourself a hair cut.”   “No,” 
he said rather irritated, “I have been going to 
Rick McCoshen for the past fifteen years and 
I will wait till we get back.”  I wonder if these 
two men would be able to tell the difference 
in their coffee if we switched cups. 
 Well, coffee drinking may be a phenom-
enon, after petroleum coffee is the second-
largest traded commodity in the world. Wars 
are being fought over petroleum, so could 
coffee be the cause of wars in the future?  
Something to think about.  
 While I wish all a ‘good cup of coffee,’ 
please remember that too much coffee can 
be harmful. 
 As for me, for the past twenty-two years,  
I have enjoyed the best cup of coffee in the 
world. Each morning David wakes me up 
whispering softly, “here’s your coffee love, 
and be careful - it might be hot.” 
    Aruna Papp
    Port Perry

Coffee Crazy

 Two Port Perry Canadian Tire  
employees, Tracy Hurst and Gordie 
Costain, took part in a Cancer Rally 
held at Mill Run Golf course near Ux-
bridge recently. They offered to have 
their heads shaved for the cause if their  
co-workers raised $500. The chal-
lenge was taken up by staff, who 
collected $540 and their heads were 
shaved on June 10. A total of $3,600 
was raised from pledges. This was 
the sixth year the local CTC store has 
participated in the event.

Submitted photo

Bald is 
Beautiful

DON’T MISS
Port Perry’s First Book Fair

SATUrdAy, SepT. 2, 2006
Latacham	Centre,	Port	Perry

10	a.m.	-	5	p.m.

1000s of books - new, used and rare
For	information:	905-985-0422	or	985-8645

 Just a reminder to parents to be vigilant about keeping the kids out of the 
water at the Kinsmen Beach in Port Perry. A sign posted at the beach, by 
the Medical Officer of Health, warns that the water is unsafe for swimming or  
bathing purposes. Unfortunately it’s so far back from the water’s edge, many 
people appear to be missing, or ignoring the sign on hot summer days.

J.P.Hvidsten photo

Book Fair
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Honour Roll

 “No list would be complete without this remarkable young 
lady who managed to pull off a huge surprise for her father while 
raising awareness of ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease),” said Mayor 
Pearce, as she presented 19 year-old Heather Moore with a 
certificate of recognition last December,  as part of the Mayor’s  
Honour Roll program.
 Heather was born and raised in the Port Perry area where 
her mother Aileen supply-taught, and her father Jack taught 
(Sunderland) until his retirement in 1998. The Moores were 
also active parishioners at St. John’s Presbyterian Church in 
Port Perry. In short, Heather is that proverbial hometown girl 
who has done well. 
 She attributes her place of birth and moving to Seagrave 
and Prince Albert while growing up for the fact that she knew 
so many different people by the time she finally hit Port  
Perry High School. But that didn’t prevent her from looking 
to greener pastures.
 “I wanted out of Port Perry so bad,” she says with a laugh. 
It was mere weeks after her acceptance at Carlton in Ottawa 
to study Anthropology and religion that her father was diag-
nosed. “He still wanted me to go,” Heather explains. “After all, 
he studied Anthropology and History at my age.”
 “Between having a boyfriend here and watching someone I 
love sort of fade away, I realized this was home. It was where  
I wanted to be,” she says. 
 Her father was a fighter; an advocate and as he became less 
able to fight the degenerative neuromuscular disease, Heather 
“wanted to do something.” Something different than a walk.
 So she planned a surprise, contacting participants from her 
Ottawa dorm room. “Let’s just see if I can pull this off,” she 
told herself, “see how it goes.” 
 As a music student at Port Perry High, Heather was able 
to book Pea Pods Blues Review. Hot Flashes, a group of clog-
gers, Heather’s uncle Ron Moore and a band from Niagara 
Falls.
 With the support of the ALS Society of Ontario through 
third party arrangements, Heather cultivated more con-
tacts. The Port Perry Rotary Club not only pitched in to 
sell barbecued food at the June concert, but also sponsored 

Heather’s week-long stay at RYLA  
(Rotary Youth Leadership Associa-
tion Camp) this past May. 
 Through ticket sales, the 
concession proceeds and 
door prizes, Heather raised 
over $4,000.
 So this spring when Gord 
Gervin, the music teacher 
at the High School called offering 
Heather, Pea Pods and Eleven, two of 
the school’s bands, she jumped at the 
opportunity to organize another event. 
 Even though she lost her father last  
October 17th, Heather wanted to continue to 
raise “awareness in the community.” 
 Half of the proceeds of this new event will 
go towards research and development, to find 
a cure. The remainder is donated to the local 
ALS Chapter “to help people live with this 
dreadful disease,” explains Heather.
 On Father’s Day, June 18th, the two 
school bands joined by Prince Albert’s 
VIBE, held a three-hour concert in Palmer 
Park, which matched last year’s fundraising 
effort. Pete Walker of KX96 and Rosanne 
Solotarow hosted the event.
 Heather was gratified and totally 
“shocked” by the unexpected recognition 
by Mayor Pearce. 
 “I didn’t get the letter in the mail and 
someone phoned the house to tell me to 
look in the paper,” she says. “My boyfriend 
and I had to track one down. Imagine, this all 
started with a surprise for my Dad!” 
 Already Mayor Pearce’s words are ringing true, 
“Heather will continue to inspire and lead.”

By Barbara Hunt

Raises awareness of ALS

Heather’s an inspiration
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Highlands of Durham Games

The 11th annual Highlands of Durham games took place July 21-23 at Elgin 
Park, Uxbridge with lots of pomp and pageantry. Blessed with exceptional 
weather for the three days, the event was one of the most successful to 
date. Some of the first day’s events included the Opening Ceremonies with 
the Uxbridge Legion Pipe Band, above, marching onto the grounds to start 

the celebrations. Other events during the day included heavy games, town 
crier competition, highland dance competitions, cattle shows and more.  
Below, members of the Highland Dancers, including Port Perry’s Bill Minor, 
left, performed in front of the large crowd. Anna Parks, one of the highland 
dance winners, a parade of heavy horses and Highland cattle.

Photos: J.P. Hvidsten



FOCUS - August 2006    1�   focus@observerpub.ca

Thumbs Up	 to	 the	men	and	women	of	 the	township’s	
works	department	 for	 the	great	 job	they	did	following	
the	terrifying	wind	storm	which	blew	through	the	com-
munity	on	July	17.	They	made	short	work	of	clearing	
branches	and	 trees	along	 the	 township’s	streets	and	

roadways,	and	deserve	a	great	big	thanks	for	their	efforts.	

Thumbs Down to	the	three	local	variety	store	owners	
who	were	charged	last	month	for	selling	and	supply-
ing	tobacco	products	to	the	youth	of	our	community.	
Hopefully the $1,500 in fines will help deter them, and 
any	other	businesses	who	may	feel	that	selling	ciga-
rettes	to	young	people	is	‘cool.’

Thumbs Up	to	the	organizations	and	crews	of	the	Blue	
Canoe	 Initiative,	who	are	paddling	dock	 to	 dock	 this	
summer	along	Lake	Scugog’s	shoreline	making	home-
owners	aware	of	the	importance	and	sensitivity	of	lake.	
The	lake	is	one	of	Scugog’s	most	important	a

	 sets	and	needs	the	help	of	everyone	to	protect	it.

Thumbs Up	to	Gene	Chartier,	Scugog’s	commissioner	
of	infastructure,	who	refuses	to	give	up	efforts	to	se-
cure	government	funding	for	infrastructure	work.	Scu-
gog	has	been	turned	down	twice	for	 funding	but	Mr.	
Chartier	is	hoping	that	‘three’	will	be	a	lucky	number.

Thumbs Down	 to	 the	decision	makers	who	have	add-
ed	 two	more	PD	Days	 to	 the	school	year.	Surely	 the	
kids	 don’t	 need	 more	 time	 off,	 and	 teachers	 could		
upgrade	their	skills	during	the	10-12	weeks	they	are	off	
for	spring	break	and	summer	holidays.

Thumbs Up	 to	 Judy	 Anderson	 for	 being	 picked	 as	
this	 year’s	 Port	 Perry	 Star	 “Citizen	 of	 the	 Year”.	 As		
always picking one person out of a field of dedicated 
volunteers and community workers is difficult, but Judy 
is	a	wonderful	choice.	Congratulations!

Thumbs Down to the bylaw enforcement office for its 
quick-off-the-draw	 warning	 to	 residents	 to	 clean	 up	
their	 mess	 after	 the	 recent	 storm.	 Some	 people	 lost	
huge	trees	etc.	and	may	not	have	the	resources	to	act	
quickly,	let	alone	assemble	them	into	neatly	tied	bun-
dles	no	more	than	one	meter	long.	

Thumbs Up for Donna at the Port Perry Post Office who 
is	 retiring	after	24	years	 service.	Donna	has	been	a	
constant	 source	 of	 humor	 and	 positivity	 to	 all	 of	 the	
Post Office’s customers. Good for you Donna and bad 
for	us.	Happy	Fishing!

Thumbs Down	 to	 the	oil	companies	who	seem	to	use	
every	excuse	possible	 to	set	gas	prices	higher.	 If	 it’s	
not	 the	weather,	 it	 the	wars,	 that	has	us	now	paying	
upwards	of	$1.10	litre	at	the	pump.	Shame	on	you!	

A column devoted to recognizing events 
and decisions affecting the residents of 
Scugog Township, and rating them with 

a “Thumbs Up, or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs
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    For 30 years, Dana Leahey, direc-
tor of Lake Scugog Camp, has poured 
all of her passion and dedication into 
young people. “I started off as a coun-
selor,” she says. With husband Gary, 
who is an assistant programmer, she 
oversees the site that was first pur-
chased between 1854 and 1878 by John 
Ball. 
      Lake Scugog Camp is located at RR1, 
Nestleton, Ont. on a 325 acre parcel of 
land which includes a vast meadow, 
mixed forest, grass lawns, adventurous 
swamp and 1,100 feet of shoreline with 
a view of the most beautiful sunsets.
     Mr. Ball first entrusted the acreage 
to the Presbyterian Church of Can-
ada. Then during the 1920s and 30s, 
it became one of the United Church’s 
two “fresh air camps” (the other be-
ing at Port Whitby). By the late 40s 
and early 50s when the property was 
deeded to the Toronto Conference 
of the United Church Council, the 
“fresh air” moniker was abandoned. 
 Over the decades, hundreds 
of children as well as mothers with 
young offspring have been treated 
to the mixed forest and lake envi-
ronment while gaining knowledge, 
attitudes, skills and understandings 

that will be of value in their homes and communities.
 Lake Scugog Camp was closed for several years in the early 
1990s due to water and sanitation problems, but re-established its 
program to serve 300 campers per year, adding an LIT (leaders-in-
training) component in 1996. Since then many improvements to 
the dining and recreation halls, cabins, lifeguard tower and dock 
system have rejuvenated the historic location. 
 Staffing has remarkable continuity because of the LIT program, 
which is supported by the Davenport Interest Fund in Toronto. 
Introduced in 2003, JCs (junior counselors) who are the second-

year participants in the LIT program, also assist tremendously.
 “Most of the staff return year after year,” explains Dana. “They 
love what they do. Of 35, I only have six newcomers. We have 
enough staff to help integrate campers of all needs and abilities. Our 
high counselor/camper ratio means that campers get the attention 
they need.” 
 Many campers travel by bus from a central pickup point at York-
dale Shopping Center in Toronto. There is a sliding fee scale subsi-
dized by the United Church and private donations in order to accom-
modate all income levels.
 The staff arrives mid-June to prepare the cabins, canoes and com-
mon buildings for the arrival of adolescents in the first ten-day ses-
sion (teen camp). Thereafter ten-day sessions for 60 eight to twelve-
year olds alternate with seven-day sessions for mothers and kids.
 “Next week, there will be moms with two and three and four year 
olds around,” says Dana. “It’s such a change from the teens!”
 Ten cabins house either six campers with two counselors or two 
mothers with their children depending on the session. Most camp-
ers come from the GTA. “This is their holiday,” explains Dana. 

See ‘Scugog Camp’ on page 17

Lake Scugog camp 

Camp provides adventure and 
learning for hundreds of kids

Dana and Gary Leahey
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Lake Scugog camp 
 Theatre goers will be happy to learn that the Port Perry Players 
are returning to Town Hall 1873 to present Ethan Claymore, later 
this month.
 The comedy, by Norm Foster, takes place in a small rural Ontario 
town. With a lot of nudging from a well meaning friend, and a visit 
from his recently deceased brother, a young widower re-enters the 
world and finds love and laughter. 
 Ethan Claymore will have the audience laughing or crying... 
sometimes both at the same time.
 The Port Perry Players have presented numerous comedic 
shows in the past at the Town Hall 1873 as well as local Dinner Thea-
tres. Ethan Claymore will be produced by Port Perry Players owner 
Dave Ellis, and directed by Carey Nicholson.
 Mr. Ellis, has produced and directed many shows such as “Shirley 
Valentine”, “Hockey Mom, Hockey Dad” and of course his favour-
ite playwright, Canadian Norm Foster: “Melville Boys”, “Windfall”, 
“Here On The Flight Path”, “Motor Trade”, “Sinners”, “Wrong For 
Each Other” and “The Foursome”.
 Ethan Claymore will run extensively throughout August and into 
September with tickets available at Henshall’s Clothing, Port Perry, 
call 905-985-1965, or at Starticketing . . . 1-866-808-2006, or www.
starticketing.com  
 Performances will take place Aug. 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, 31 and 
Sept.1, 2, 2006 at Town Hall 1873, Queen St., Port Perry. Show com-
mences at 8 p.m. sharp. Ticket prices are $19 each or $16 each for 
groups of 10 or more.

Ethan Claymore will have
you laughing and crying
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Scugog Exposed

   There was a certain amount 
of secrecy about the manufac-
ture of the liquor, but had you 
been able to follow the wind-
ing course of the Nonquon 
River as it twisted its way 
through swamp and bush, you 
would likely have found some  
evidence of secret stills.
Such was the case of  
surveyor William Yarnold 

who was surveying some of the bush along the Centre Road 
in the 1880s when he came upon a secret still, with its small 
furnace, troughs and other appliances. This was not an unusual 
occurrence.
 It is said, in those days, three men were seldom known to 
make whisky on the sly, for it was found that three men could 
not keep a secret still long. Two men were enough. 
 The enforcement of the liquor law was not easy. Sheriffs were 
scarce. Long before one could arrive on the scene, news of his 
coming preceded him. Naturally the men who made the whisky 
had more friends than the sheriff.

Early Hotels of Scugog
			Hotels	were	once	one	of	the	most	common	buildings	in	the		ham-
lets	and	villages	of	what	is	now	the	municipality	of	Scugog	Township.		
Between	the	1840s	and	1900	there	were	more	than	24	places	you	
could	purchase	liquor	in	the	Township	of	Reach,	which	included	Port	
Perry.	Some	of	the	old	hotel	buildings	remain,	but	the	names	of	the	
hotels	and	their	owners	have	faded	into	obscurity.	
	 Williamsburg,	 now	 Blackstock	 had	 several	 impressive	 hotels	
including	 the	 Royal,	 sometimes	 called	 the	 Royal	 Exchange,	 at	 the	
northwest	corner	of	the	main	intersection	and	the	Commercial	at	the	
southwest	where	the	cenotaph	now	stands.
	 Manchester	was	originally	named	Fitchett’s	Corners	since	a	man	
named	Fitchett	had	a	hotel	at	the	southwest	corner	of	Highway	12	and	
Highway	7A.	Another	hotel	at	Manchester	was	the	Revere	House	run	
by		B.	Plank	during	the	1860s.	He	was	succeeded	by	George	Houck	
in	the	1870’s.	
	 R.	A.	Murta	was	the	proprietor	of	the	the	Cottage	Hotel	in	Green-
bank	 in	 the	 1860s.	 	 Jacob	 Dafoe	 had	 his	 Dafoe	 Hotel	 in	 Utica	 for	
almost	thirty	years	beginning	in	1860.		Prince	Albert	had	three	hotels	
but	the	largest	was	the	ten	bedroom	Anglo	American	Hotel.	Even	tiny	

Borelia,	now	the	western	section	of	Port	Perry	had	three	hotels.
	 Port	 Perry	 had	 numerous	 hotels.	 Near	 the	 waterfront,	 at	 the	
corner	 of	 Queen	 and	 Water	 Streets	 two	 substantial	 hotels	 were		
already	thriving;	the	Sebert	House,	(also	called	the	Port	Perry	House	
and	the	Oriental),	and	the	St.	Charles	Hotel.	 	Other	hotels	 included	
the	Walker	House	on	the	north	side	of	Queen	St	and	the	Sinclair	Hotel	
where the Post Office now stands.
	 Along	Water	Street,	between	Mary	and	Queen	streets,	was	James	
Dewart’s	Railroad	House	Hotel	on	the	southern	edge	of	the	property.	
The	hotel	was	a	two	story	structure	with	an	east	facing	verandah	to	
each floor. 
	 Daniel	 Ireland	 operated	 the	 Queen’s	 Hotel	 near	 the	 corner	 of	
Queen	and	Simcoe	St.,	but	leased	it	out	to	Dewart	in	the	late	1860s.	
Mr.	 Dewart	 left	 the	 Queen’s	 Hotel	 in	 1871	 and	 established	 the		
Commercial	Hotel	in	Williamsburg	(now	Blackstock)	in	1871.						
	 	 	 	Dewart	sold	his	 interests	 in	 the	Railroad	House	Hotel	 to	Robert	
Vansickler,	 just	before	 the	 turn	of	 the	century	and	 the	building	was	
torn	down	in	1909.			

Hotels & Spirits

The above Tavern License, which allowed the 
dispensing of liquor, was issued to William Flewell who  
operated the Utica Hotel (Dafoe House) at this time. 
Cost of the permit for one year was $72. 

Stills and Homemade Liquor

Railroad House Hotel, circa 1875

Port Perry House Hotel, circa 1878
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Continued from page 14
 “A lot of kids are really struggling in their lives and camp is a 
safe place for them. We work hard to make it a break for them.” 
Even when the moms/kids come to camp, the environment is sup-
portive. Qualified healthcare staff assist whenever necessary.
 “Sleeping is the best part,” exclaims David, a teen camper with 
Cerebral Palsy. “No, it’s the food,” counters Jake. “Or the overnight 
camping trips,” comments Kyle as the trio work on duct-tape wal-
lets in the Craft cabin. The overnight excursions entail tents and 
campfires with no electricity “which surprisingly doesn’t kill the 
kids,” chides their counselor.
 Swimming, archery, canoeing, crafts, games and the newly add-
ed kayaking and low-ropes course keep campers active. JCs and 
LITs spend a portion of their day portaging canoes in preparation 
for either a week-long backpacking trip or a one-week canoe trip to 
Algonquin Park. 
 Aside from earning their lifeguard qualifications, Ontario Rec-
reational Canoeing certification and a myriad of soft skills, the 
tripping is what trainees in the six-week first-year and eight-week 
second-year programs look forward to. “After two weeks here, they 
can portage up to one kilometer per day,” brags Dana.
 During free time campers read, play with the four “camp” dogs 
or explore the vast terrain. “We have lots of walking paths in the 
woods and, of course, if you live in the city on cement, it’s a real 
blessing,” says Dana. To roughly 300 children each summer, Lake 
Scugog Camp is truly a blessing.
 For more information or to contribute, check www.lakescugog-
camp.org or call 905-985-4401.

By Barbara Hunt 

Lake Scugog Camp

Thank You
The	Leaders-in-Training,	Campers	and	Dana	Leahey,	

Director	of	Lake	Scugog	Camp	wish	to	thank	contributors:

 • Larry Corrigan (Ward 1 counselor) • Ruth Stone
 • Jack Cottrell (Port Perry Dental Center) • Marion Hunt
 • Barbara Hunt (Writer’s Playground) • Jeff Hodgkinson (CTC)
 • Robert Noel Hunt (RNH Enterprises) • Doug and Kent Farndale
 • Peter Hvidsten (Focus on Scugog) • Anneliese Schickedanz
 • Tony Kersten (Kersten Grains Inc.)
 • Rick and Mary Forbes (Crabby Joe’s Tap & Grill)

For the donation of two additional canoes which will 
be put to good use by an enthusiastic and appreciative 

group of young people for many summers to come.



20   FOCUS - August 2006   focus@observerpub.ca

FAIR TIME Port Perry Fair set to roll out the
carpet for its 150th anniversary

 This year’s Port Perry Fair marks an incredible milestone. As one 
of the oldest Agricultural Fairs in Ontario, this year the event will  
celebrate its 150th anniversary. This banner year will be commem-
orated by holding all the usual traditional 
events and a return to an old time favourite, 
the Fair Parade. 
 The parade will take place on Saturday, Sept. 
2 at 4:30 and proceed down Queen Street, led 
by the OPP Golden Helmets. Immediately  
after the parade, the opening ceremonies 
at the Fair Grounds will be followed by the  
Tractor Pull.  
 The Port Perry Fair has a long and colour-
ful history. As farms make way for huge sub-
divisions, particularly in the Greater Toronto 
area, agriculture is rapidly disappearing from 
the landscape. Yet, here in Scugog, farming 
is still the primary land user and will con-
tinue to do so for many generations into the  
future.  This factor supports the optimism of  
the Directors of the Port Perry Fair in their 
presentation of our Agricultural Heritage as a  
major part of the Fair.     
 Events for boys have been a part of the fair 
since its inception. Ladies and girls displays 
and competitions were initiated as early as 
1855. Indeed so many of the events held in the 
first fairs are still an essential and important 

part of today’s Fairs here in Scugog. The Port Perry Fair was the first 
to hold a Black and White (Holstein Cattle) show in Canada and it is 
still one of the largest outside the Royal Winter Fair in Toronto. Beef 

Cattle and a Beef auction provide considerable  
interest as does the Harness Racing schedule.  
    The traditions of the Homecraft and Junior Fair 
competitions and displays continue to attract both 
the young and the older members of the commu-
nity.  Music also plays a major part in the program
   In recent years, the fair has made an effort to 
attract visitors with a variety of other activities in-
cluding visiting musicians and groups. The demoli-
tion derby, and the midway provide a source of fun 
and excitement for the younger folk. Visitors will 
even have a chance to watch bull riding!
     This year Ro and the Boys and Aaron Pritchett 
will be among the musical groups entertaining. 
They will be performing on Sunday night. 
    The Fair begins on Saturday with the Parade 
and continues through Sunday and Labour Day 
Monday September 4. Admission fees are; $8.00 
for adults, and $4.00 for children ages 5 to 13.   
Children under 4 are free. Further information can 
be obtained at 905-985-0962.  
   Thanks to so many hard working volunteers Port 
Perry Fair continues to grow and prosper with a 
bright future ahead. 

By Paul Arculus

  OPP Golden Helmet rider Shayne Simpson 
will be one of a team of 14 riding at Port  
Perry Fair.

Port Perry Fair - The Way We Were

Original Port Perry grandstand taken about 1890 Horses cross the finish line in front of judges in 1910
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SOCCER TYKES

Timbit Blue players Danielle and Duncan are real buddies on 
the field, but sometimes forget they are there to play soccer.

Four-year old Shawne gets himself into a prediciment by getting his foot stuck in 
the goal netting. Thankfully the ball was at the other end of the field.

Red and yellow Timbits battle for the ball.

Four-year old Josh hugs the ball after saving it from going in the net.

       occer... kids love the game, and adults love to watch
           the kids... especially when it’s three and four year-
olds out on the field attempting the game for the first time.
 Every Tuesday night at the Scugog Soccer Fields, four 
teams of tykes head out to show their skills to a throng of 
sideline cheerleaders.
 The kids run... fall... hug... pick dandelions... get tangled 
in the net... wander aimlessly... run with the ball... and 
sometimes even cry.
 It’s a heartwarming experience and anyone who loves 
kids... this display is kids at their very best.
 Why not turn off the doom and gloom of your television 
set next week, and head out to the soccer fields for some 
real great entertainment. 
 The kids will appreciate it, and you won’t regret it!

Photos by J.P. Hvidsten

S
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Focus On Scugog wants to keep you informed about the events 
and activities which will be taking place throughout the township 
during 2006. Here is a listing of some of the many events. We wel-
come community listings from non-profit groups and organizations 
from all of Scugog Township. Send a brief description of your event 
(max. 35 words) by email to focus@observerpub.ca today. Dead-
line for the next issue of Focus On Scugog is August 31, 2006

August 19, 2006 - Storytelling and Music
Dianne	 Chandler	 returns	 to	 the	 Piano	 Cafe	 for	 a	 concert	 entitle		
Canaian,	 Eh?	 featuring	 stories	 from	 Canada	 and	 about	 Canadi-
ans.	Mary-Ellen	McClear,	 is	the	guest	storyteller,	along	with	other		
Durham	 tellers	 and	 musicians.	 Call	 905-982-0707	 and	 book	 the		
before	Wednesday	August	16th.

August 20, 2006 - Rotary Club Aquarama
This	popular	summer	event	is	great	for	the	
family.	Watch	teams	race	around	a	course	
in	 front	of	Palmer	Park,	and	 raise	money	
for	 various	 Rotary	 Club	 projects.	 For		
more	 information	 call	 905-985-7870,	 or	
905-985-2158	Ext.	8.

August 25, 26, 2006 - Blackstock Fair
Demo	derby	opening	night,	Parade,	Livestock	shows,	Horse	pull,		
Agricultural	 tent,	4-H	Achievement	day,	Homecraft	displays,	Kid’s	
World,	ATV,	Dog	obstacle	course.	For	information	905-986-0035.

August 26, 27 - Steam Threshing & Heritage Days
See	 antique	 farm	 machinery,	 tractors,	 trucks,	 cars,	 arts	 &	 crafts,	
wagon	rides,	children’s	games,	music,	corn-on-the-cob,	homemade	
pies,	etc.	Fun	for	the	whole	family.	Travel	back	in	time	and	discov-
er	some	experiences	 from	earlier	days.	Located	on	 the	6th	Con-
cession	of	Uxbridge,	1/4	mile	north	of	Durham	Road	8.	For	more		
information	call	905-852-5854.

September 2 - 4, 2006 - 
Port Perry Agricultural Fair
Port	 Perry	 Fair	 features	 livestock	 shows,	 4-H	
competitions,	tractor	pull,	demolition	derby,	mid-
way, fiddlers’ contest, baby show, homecrafts 
and	much	more.	For	more	 information	 look	at	
www.portperryfair.com,	or	you	can	call	905-985-
0962.

Sept. 9, 2006 - Port Perry Half Marathon 
This	 21.1	 kilometre	 run	 starts	 at	 the	 Port	 Perry	 Fairgrounds,		
wanders	through	some	village	side	streets,	then	proceeds	north	on	
Old Simcoe Street to ultimately finish at the fairgrounds. Runners 
start	 time	10:00	am.	Power	Walkers	 (3+	hrs)	 start	 time	9:00	am.	
More	information	at:		http://www.pphm.org/

September 15, 2006 - Murder Mystery Evening at Museum
Explore	the	Museum	village	and	help	the	detectives	solve	a	myste-
rious	murder	on	Friday,	Sept.	15.	All	assistant	detectives	will	inter-
view	the	villagers	and	search	for	clues.	Tickets	are	$15	and	must	be	
purchased	in	advance	by	calling	the	Museum	at	905-985-3589.

September 17, 2006 - Terry Fox Run
Event	 begins	 at	 9:00	 am	 near	 the	 gazebo	 in	 Palmer	 Park.		
For	more	information	call	1-888-836-9786.	Details:		W	-	wheelchair	
accessible		B	-	bicycles		R	-	rollerblading

September 24, 2006 - Pioneer Fall Days 
The	Scugog	Shores	Historical	Museum	will	be	holding	their	annual	
Pioneer	Fall	Fair	 from	11	am	-	4	pm.	The	museum	village	will	be	
bustling	with	activity	all	day	long.	Craftspeople	will	be	demonstrat-
ing	everything	from	blacksmithing	to	basket-weaving.	Rates:	Adults:	
$5,	Students/Seniors:	$3,	Children	under	12:	Free

September 29, 2006 - Elvis Dinner Dance Cruise   
Back	by	popular	demand.	Enjoy	a	three	hour	
cruise	 with	 dinner	 and	 entertainment	 by	 an	
award	 winning	 Elvis	 tribute	 artist.	 You	 will	
hear	 all	 of	 your	 favourite	 hits	 by	 ‘the	 King’.	
Advance	reservations	required.	Call	early	 to	
book	your	tickets	905-982-1106.

October 14, 15, 2006 - Port Perry Antique Show & Sale
The	 12th	 Annual	 Port	 Perry	 Antique	 Show	 &	 Sale	 being	 held		
October	14	&	15,	2006	at	 the	Port	Perry	High	School	will	 feature		
42	selected	dealers	from	across	Ontario.	If	you	are	looking	for	that	
special	antique	this	is	the	show	you	can’t	afford	to	miss.	Come	early	
to	 the	 show,	 then	 plan	 to	 spend	 time	 touring	 wonderful	 Victorian	
Style	Port	Perry.	For	more	information	call	905-985-8840.

November 4, 5, 2006 - Showcase of the Arts
To	be	held	at	the	Scugog	Community	Recreation	Centre	-	featuring	
 superb fine craft and fine art. Rub shoulders with 25 talented 	
local	artisans	and	see	them	at	work!	The	SCA	and	the	Township	of		
Scugog	present	this	show;	proceeds	will	be	used	to	foster	the	Arts	
in	our	community.	Come,	see,	enjoy,	learn	and	buy!

     A look at some of the many events       scheduled for the summer 2006

 What’s Up Scugog? 
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with all the amenities . . .

Two Spacious Apartments

Two luxury, open concept apartments, in downtown  
Port Perry, just steps from Palmer Park, Lake Scugog  
and one of Durham Region’s most exciting and popular  
shopping districts.  These large new  apartments are  
conveniently located at 188 Mary St., Port Perry.

For more information call

VALERIE EDEN
905-985-4427
905-985-0088
www.valerieeden.com

Scugog	Realty	Ltd.,	Realtor
144	Queen	Street,	Port	Perry,	Ont.

Apartment Sizes:
  * Suite 202 - 1,416 sq. ft. 
  * Suite 203 - 1,746 sq. ft.

Apartments feature spacious rooms, wood floors, ceramic tiles, vaulted ceilings, large kitchens, new appliances
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150th Port Perry Fair

	 A	 dull	 overcast	 day	 with	 drizzling	 rain	 and	
cool	 weather	 couldn’t	 dampen	 the	 enthusiasm	
of	 participants	 in	 the	 Port	 Perry	 Fair	 150th	
anniversary	parade	held	on	Saturday,	Sept.	2.
	 The	parade	was	led	by	the	OPP	Golden	Helmet	
motorcycle	 riders	 (top)	 who	 were	 followed	 by	
local dignitaries, war veterans, floats and clowns 
and	 an	 assortment	 of	 new	 and	 vintage	 farm	
equipment.
	 A	few	brave	souls	ventured	out	onto	the	street,	
decked	out	with	colourful	umbrellas,	to	watch	and	
cheer as the parade passed by. This was the first 
parade	the	local	fair	has	held	in	many	years.
	 At	 the	 fair,	 the	 rain	 held	 off	 for	 most	 of	 the	
weekend,	and	large	crowds	attended	the	dozens	
of	events,	rodeo	and	midway.	Pictured	here	are	
some	 random	photos	 taken	during	 the	 fair	and	
parade	over	the	Labour	Day	weekend.

	

Chelsea, Justine and Emily clowning around for the parade.

Photos: J.P. Hvidsten
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A couple	of	weeks	ago,	Scugog	
was	 thrown	 into	 the	 national	
spotlight	 for	 what	 might	 be		
dubbed	 “The	 Great	 Scugog	
Flag	Flap.”	

 Not since 1994, when three police officers 
and	 two	 civilians	 were	 shot	 and	 severely	
wounded	during	a	botched	robbery	at	the	Bank	
of	 Montreal	 in	 Port	 Perry,	 has	 there	 been	 so	
much	national	media	attention	in	this	town.
 The flag story broke, after councillor Lynn 
Hodgson lowered the municipal flags on the 
weekend,	 following	 the	 death	 of	 a	 Canadian	
soldier.	This	resulted	in	a	member	of	the	local	
union filing a grievance.
	 The	 outcome	 of	 that	 action	 resulted	 in	
Scugog’s municipal office being swamped with 
television stations beaming the “flag flap” story 
back	to	their	stations	in	Toronto	and	beyond.
	 At	the	risk	of	offending	some,	we	think	this	
might	be	a	good	time	to	suggest	that	it’s	time	
to look at the “flag lowering” protocol which 
Scugog	council	adopted	earlier	this	year.
	 Last	week,	the	sad	news	came	once	again	
that	 more	 Canadian	 soldiers	 had	 been	 killed	
during a fierce battle in Afghanistan.
	 Canada	is	once	again	in	a	state	of	war.	The	
operation	in	Afghanistan	is	no	longer	a	peace	
keeping	mission,	and	unfortunately,	it’s	almost	
inevitable	that	in	the	weeks	and	months	ahead,	

more	of	our	brave	young	men	and	women	will	
be	lost	to	the	ravages	of	war.
 Lowering the flag is indeed a worthy way to 
honour	our	fallen	soldiers...	we	are	not	arguing	
that	point.	But	an	investigation	of	the	Canadian	
protocol for flying flags and flag etiquette, 
indicates there is no specific provision for  
lowering the flag for the death of a soldier.
 Just think, had Canada’s flag been flown at 
half	mast	each	time	a	solider	was	killed	during	
the	Second	World	War,	or	 the	Korean	War,	 it	
would	have	seldom	been	raised	to	the	top.	
 It’s very unfortunate but flying a flag at half 
mast	for	extended	periods	of	time,	as	we	are	
witnessing	 these	 past	 few	 months,	 tends	 to	
diminish	 the	 impact	 of	 the	 intended	 honour.		
That’s	not	right...	it’s	just	the	way	it	is!
	 Scugog	should	 re-evaluate	 the	 lowering	of	
the flag in our municipality, and find another 
suitable	way	to	honour	our	fallen	soldiers.	
	 Let’s	not	forget	Remembrance	Day	was	set	
aside	for	the	express	purpose	of	honouring	the	
sacrifices of our soldiers, past and present. In 
Scugog	we	hold	two	services	every	November,	
one	in	Port	Perry	and	another	in	Blackstock.
	 What	 we	 really	 need	 to	 do	 is	 educate	
and	 encourage	 more	 people	 to	 take	 time	 on	
Remembrance	Day,	to	honour	the	memory	of	
our	veterans	of	past	wars,	and	to	pay	tribute	to	
Canada’s	most	recent	fallen	heros.

Dear Peter
 Just wanted to let you 
know that we sold out our 
Talent Show at WindReach 
Farm back in July, for the first 
time ever - and we’re sure it’s 
because the local community 
found out about it through 
Focus on Scugog. 
 Many people talked to me 
personally about seeing the 
article and the phone rang 
constantly after that issue 
came out. 
 Congratulations on deliv-
ering a publication that peo-
ple actually read! 
 I really like the fact that 
it tells stories about local 
people.  For instance the pic-
ture of Brad Puckrin in last 
month’s issue - everybody 
has bought vegetables from 
Brad at one time or another!
 There’s also the history 
features about Scugog, in 
both words and pictures
 Also, I like the way the ads 

Editor
Focus On Scugog
Port Perry
 
Dear Peter:
 Your editorial on the 
mold problem at the arena 
was right on the mark.  It’s 
astounding that staff and 
council are so dismissive 
of spending $350,000 of our 
money on a problem that 
was preventable.  
 The money may not affect 
our tax rate but certainly our 
needs, maybe lights cannot 
be installed on diamonds or 
Fralicks’s Beach Road will 
not get fixed on schedule, 
$350,000 would also buy one 
hell of a lot of gravel for rural 

roads.
 Why did the ice pad build-
ing committee decide to cut 
the engineered four dehu-
midifiers to two for saving 
maybe $20,000 yet put in the 
upper rooms and elevator for 
maybe $500,000?
 Even the initial criteria 
supporting the building was 
faulted, operational costs 
were not assessed properly.  
I quote from December 2002 
Council Report (F&A2002-
75) 
 “An additional ice surface 
will provide more available 
ice time to users, while re-
lieving the tax burden on 
the general rate payer.” Re-
ality is operation costs were 
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a faded memory until spring.
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	 Scugog Shores Mu-
seum Village will be 
bustling with activity 
later this month, at its 
17th annual Pioneer Fall 
Fair takes place.
 The museum 
grounds will be busy 
with local crafts people 
providing demonstra-
tions of their handiwork 
throughout the day, and will 
also have a variety of unique 
items for sale.  
 Patrons will also get a 
chance to see old-fashioned 
steam engines, taste fresh-
pressed cider and observe the 
meticulous work of a typesetter 
getting his newspaper ready for 
print.  
 Once again this year, the 
Military Re-enactors Society of 
Canada will be setting up camp 
in the Museum Village to dem-
onstrate what life was like for 
Canadian soldiers during the 
war of 1812.  Three military 
shows will be offered through-
out the day.  
 Members of the National 
Association of Watch & Clock 
Collectors will be exhibiting 
some of their favourite pieces 
and conducting free appraisals 
of all antique time pieces.
 Items created in the First 
Nations Program “Transform-
ing Gifts of Mother Earth” will 
be on display in the Ojibway 
Heritage Interpretive Lands.  
These will include a birch bark 
canoe, ash-splint and birch-
bark baskets, a rawhide drum 
and clay pottery.  
 This exhibit area also high-
lights a variety of native trees 
and plants used by the Ojibway 
for culinary, medicinal and spir-
itual purposes, and a wigwam, 
a traditional Ojibway summer 
lodge.  
 Other activities during the 
day will include: potato sack 
race, shoe toss, stilts, hat race 
and egg race for the children, 

scavenger hunt, Apple Pie Eat-
ing Contest, BBQ and Corn-on-
the-Cob, Rope-Making, Black-
smithing, Spinning & Weaving 
and much more.
 The Fall Fair takes place on 
Sunday, Sept. 24 from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Admission to the fair 
is $5 for adults, $3 for students 
and seniors and free for chil-
dren 12 & under.  The museum 
is located at 16210 Island Rd., 
Port Perry. For more informa-
tion please contact the museum 
at 905-985-3589.

Murder Mystery at 
Scugog Museum
 A murder on the grounds of 
the local museum will set the 
tone for this year’s “Murder 
Mystery Evening” at Scugog 
Shores Museum this Friday 
(Sept. 15) evening.  
 Visitors will enter “Grimes 
Ville,” the land of fairy tales, 
and guests will be transported 
to another world, where goblins 
and fairies live side by side.  
 However, even in this magi-
cal land, tragedy can strike. One 
of the characters living in the 
fairy tale has been murdered, 
and all assistant detectives will 
have the opportunity to help 
the Grime Sisters discover who 
is behind this puzzling crime.  
 Puss and Boots, the Big Bad 
Wolf and Rumpelstiltskin are 
just a few of the characters you 
will meet in your travels as you 
try to solve the puzzle. 
 Tickets are $15 and must be 
purchased in advance by calling 
the Museum at 905-985-3589 or 
905-986-4848. 

Early pioneer life
show at museum

	

 When it comes to shouting out a message, Scugog’s Town Crier, Bill 
McGee is as good as they get. Bill recently returned from the North American 
Town Crier Championships with the long sought after title. He has competed 
for the title a number of times, with his best showing a second place, until last 
month’s competition. Bill was featured on the cover of Focus On Scugog last 
month during the opening ceremonies of the Highland of Durham Games, 
and is seen above wearing a big smile as he marched along Queen St. dur-
ing the Port Perry Fair 150th anniversary parade.

Photo: J.P. Hvidsten
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	 The	friendly,	and	long-time	staff	of	the	Ontario	Drivers	and	Vehicles	office	at	72	Water	St.,	include,	from	left	
Joan Bridge, Susan Plummer, Marg Waite, John Waite and David Waite. The Waite family has been operating 
the	office	since	1973.	Customers	are	always	greeted	with	a	smile	and	courteous	service	in	this	office.

 It’s been 33 years since Marg and 
David Waite started issuing license 
plates from a small cramped office 
beside her Nonquon Travel Agency 
on Water St.
 The office moved on June 22, and  
now, settled into a new and larger 
space a block north of the old loca-
tion, the Waite family continue to 
provide the friendly and courteous 
service area residents have come to 
appreciate for three decades.
 While they’ve seen steady 
growth, the volume of business has 
not increased dramatically over the 
years, although there has been a 
large increase of people from out of 
the area coming to use the office to 
avoid the long lineups which occur 
in larger centres.
 The current staff include Joan 
Bridge, who has been at the office 
for 25 years, along with the entire 
Waite family who now all take part 
in the business. 
 The Ontario Drivers and Vehicles 
office is now located at 72 Water St., 
Port Perry.

Making your day just a “little bit brighter”

Photo by J.P Hvidsten



Sign, sign everywhere a sign,
Blocking out the scenery, breaking my mind,
Do this, don’t do that, can’t you read the sign

by Five Man Electrical Band

The lyrics of this simple 1970s song say a lot 
about the way we live today. Almost anywhere 
you look there are signs directing, ordering and 
informing the public of a multitude of tasks.

And whether the sign directs you to a local 
business, informs you of something ahead on 
the road, or simply points you to the washroom, 

we find signs everywhere.
 No smoking, no turns, no swimming, no 

pets... no, no, no, no!  The question really 
comes down to... what’s legal and what’s not?

Scugog Township is really no different than 
any other town in Ontario, or in fact Canada. 
Signs have become an integral part of our lives. 
We find them almost everywhere imaginable.

  Almost anywhere we travel today, we see the 
streets lined with large mobile signs with flash-
ing lights and disgustingly bright, fluorescent col-

oured signs tacked or hanging from almost every 
conceivable pole. But Scugog, unlike many other 
communities, does try to control the use of signs so 
our streets don’t become giant billboards. 

 Port Perry, being the hub of commercial activ-
ity has been spared that gaudy look, thanks to the 
efforts of our local representatives over the past 
few years. It was only last year that the municipality 
revised its township sign by-law, which regulates 
the use of signs within this community.

 And like most by-laws there is page after page 
of details regarding definitions, enforcement, ex-
clusions and penalties, so most people have no idea 
what is legal, and what is not.

  So let’s take a look at just a few of the signs and 
the laws that regulate them.

One of the most unpopular and unattractive 
signs is commonly called a “mobile sign.” These 
large illuminated sign boards are usually found 
with wheels attached, and are most often used 
to announce the opening of a store, or a special 
event.

There are 16 regulations dealing with this 
type of sign. Far too many to list, but of interest is 
that there is a maximum length of time for these 
signs. Mobile signs must be removed within a 

maximum of 30 days, but there are exceptions to 
this which will give them as little as 48 hours, de-
pending on the event being advertised. Check with 
the township if you’re planning to use one of these!

Portable (sandwich board-style) signs, the kind 
we see along Queen and Water St., inviting shop-
pers into their stores are regulated by 10 clauses in 
the Scugog by-law. These range from dictating the 
size, the number, the placement and actual hours 
they may be used.

One of the most commonly used signs, by in-
dividuals and groups, are those referred to in the 
bylaw as ‘utility pole posters.”

These are the signs/posters we see advertising 
yard sales, concerts, bake sales etc., and are the 
poster style sign almost everyone has stapled or 
taped to a hydro or telephone pole at one time or 
another.

And while these are perfectly legal, like all signs 
they are also heavily regulated.

For instance, did you know posters (a maximum 
of 8.5” x 14”) can’t be stapled, nailed or screwed on 
a pole. They man only be attached with tape.

And if you place them any more than 2 metres 
from the ground... that’s illegal. It’s also against the 
by-law to attach them any earlier than seven days 
before an event, and conversely they must be re-
moved within three days of the event.

Another popular sign, which we will see lots of 
this fall, are election signs. Most of the same rules 
apply to these whether they are municipal, provin-
cial or federal.

Election signs are regulated less stringently, but 
they do have to comply with size, placement and 
removal. The bylaw states election signs must be 
removed within 48 hours, after the polls close.

Scugog’s sign by-law contains 24 pages of defi-
nitions, prohibitions, exceptions and penalties and 
more. You can download a copy from the township’s 
website or get one from the municipal office.

Just remember there are penalties for violating 
the by-law and upon conviction, a person may be 
fined and assessed costs for each offence.

For almost every type of sign you might want 
to erect, there are both regulations and exceptions.  
So next time you head out to put up a sign to ad-
vertise your yard sale, bazaar or strawberry dinner, 
make sure you know the law.

It may be wise to check before you post!
By J. Peter Hvidsten

SIGNS, SIGNS 
EVERYWHERE A SIGN
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SIGNS, SIGNS 
EVERYWHERE A SIGN

Focus Mailbox Scugog building starts 
plunge in first 6 months
 Coming off a banner year in 2005, Scugog Township 
finds itself a little short of revenues, as building permits 
begin a slide which could well last a number of years.
 In his recent report to council, Gene Chartier, Scu-
gog’s Commissioner of Infrastructure and Development, 
noted that there has been a “significant difference in 
the number of residential permits issued in 2005 than in 
2006.”
 And the figures bear out his words, showing that the 
66 residential permits issued this year (to the end of June) 
is a whopping 69 behind the numbers issued last year.
 But all is not gloom and doom in the building sector. 
Industrial, commercial and agricultural permits are up, as 
are miscellaneous permits. The net result being that only 
45 fewer permits in total have been issued in 2006 com-
pared to the previous year. 
 When it comes to dollar values, the township’s rev-
enues from permits for the first two quarters of the year 
stand at $151,002. This falls $133,562 short of the 2005 
revenues generated.
 Mr. Chartier reports that in part these figures can be 
attributed to the large number of residential permits is-
sued to the Ravines of Cawker’s Creek in the spring of 
2005.
 Total value of building permits for 2006, stand at 
$13,296,850 at the end of June, while a year earlier it was 
$20,669,555, reflecting a 36 percent drop in total construc-
tion values.

are grouped together, leaving whole 
or nearly whole pages for each story. 
 It doesn’t feel like a flyer of adver-
tising with a few paragraphs of stories 
scattered throughout.
 And I love the full colour cover pic-
tures and the size! It’s a magazine not 
just a throw-away daily. 
 Thanks again for your help!
  Mary Mooney
  WindReach Farm

continued from page 1
Thanks for support Need answers

continued from page 1
$90,733 in 2001 and a massive 
$355,618 in 2005.
 We need answers to this de-
bacle of decision-making, but 
more importantly, we need to 
make sure miss-management 
of projects is not repeated
 Sincerely,
 Colin Kemp
 Nestleton
 East of the Causeway

Hospital Auxiliary needs your help
 The Auxiliary of Lakeridge 
Health, Port Perry, are seeking 
the support of the community for 
their coming Rural Auction.
 The fundraising auction, will 
take place at Malcolm’s Sales Are-
na, Blackstock, and is being held 
to help raise funds for the endos-
copy Suite Project at Port Perry 

Hospital. Auxiliary members are 
asking the public for donation of 
“good quality” items for the auc-
tion. 
 Auction will take place Sunday, 
Oct. 29, starting at 12 noon. If you 
have something you could do-
nate or need information contact  
Noreen Malcolm at 905-986-4246.



�    FOCUS - September 2006   focus@observerpub.ca

Business	Meets	The	Arts
 The Scugog Council for the Arts is hosting a free social 
evening, ‘Business Meets the Arts’ on Tuesday, October 3, 
2006. 
 Local business owners, SCA members and the general 
public are invited to come and learn how local Business and 
the Arts can grow together in Scugog. 
 Enjoy free refreshments beginning at 7:30 pm in the  
Patrons’ Lounge, Town Hall 1873, 302 Queen St., Port Perry. 
Our guest speaker, Mayor Marilyn Pearce, will talk about the 
economic spin-offs that result when a community embraces a 
vibrant cultural scene.

Scugog	Scarecrow	Festival
 Visitors to Queen Street in Port Perry this October will 
enjoy Scugog’s First Annual Scarecrow Festival, presented by 
Meta4 Contemporary Craft Gallery, the BIA and other local 
sponsors. 
 Dozens of unique scarecrows created by families, com-
munity groups and local businesses will be on display for the 
entire month. 
 Prizes will be awarded on Sat., October 21.  Contact Meta4 
Gallery at 905-985-1534 for more information or to register 
your scarecrow for this free competition.

Work	Begins	On	Walkway
 Repairs to the popular boardwalk in Rotary Park, near the 
boat launch, are finally underway. Work was scheduled to be-
gin last week with Scugog Township crews clearing the site of 
brush, in preparation for the installation of the piers.
 The total budg-
eted cost of this much 
needed project is 
$107,000 with $60,000 
coming from an On-
tario Trillium Founda-
tion grant; $2,000 from 
West Shore Retirement 
Village Community Ad-
visory Board, and the 
remaining $45,000 from 
the Rotary Club of Port 
Perry. 
 The new piers for 
the walkway will be 
installed by EBS Engi-
neering and Construction Limited of Breslau, Ontario, and the 
decking by GVG Construction of Oshawa. 
 The Township of Scugog is clearing the site for construc-
tion and installing the 12 new benches, which are designed 
for the Canadian climate and are made of recycled plastic and 
steel frame work with an anti-corrosion finish.
 John Richardson, speaking on behalf of the Rotary Club, 
told Focus On Scugog they were expecting the work would be 
completed within a month and an opening ceremony could be 
held around the first week of October.

Around Our Town

Section of old walkway before repairs

Watch for the 
next issue of

FOCUS
Oct. 10, 2006

Advertising	Deadline
Sept. 27, 2006

Call Tracy
905-441-6252
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Around Our Town

 This summer, in Port Perry, Uxbridge or Cannington, 
you may have seen one of “Durham’s finest” smiling at 
you from his bicycle. Officer Anil Maharaj is one of sev-
eral Durham Regional Police officers assigned to bicycle  
patrols in North Durham, but Officer Maharaj is  
smiling for a further reason. 
 Anil, who grew up in Scugog and attended Scu-
gog schools, is convinced that this community 
has helped him personally to develop more 
positive attitudes.  This is reflected in his love of 
children, not only his own two children but also 
the two youth soccer teams that he coaches. 
 He truly enjoys his “home beat” and says, “kids 
here in North Durham are still a little more respectful 
and, of course, I know many of them, and their parents.” 
Anil is one of a dozen students of Port Perry High School 
in the 1970s and 1980s who are now on the Durham  
Regional Police.
 “I get to see many local kids in the classroom too,” he 
added. Officer Maharaj is one of six officers assigned to 
the Values, Influences and Peers (V.I.P. program). This 
program was developed a few years ago in partner-
ship with local school boards including the Durham  
District School Board and the Durham Separate 
School Board, and is directed at grade 6 students.  
 Through focusing on helping students to deal 
with such issues as diverse as bullying and inter-
net safety, it enables students to improve their 
self-respect and esteem. It also helps them to 
gain more respect for the police and their work 
in the community. 
 “This is such an excellent program. It lasts 
for five weeks and gives us a real chance to 
make an impact on these kids’ lives.” 
 He is convinced that the youth of today have 
drastically different attitudes from when he 
was a youth almost two decades ago. Attending 

Port Perry High school in the late 1980s, he admits 
to being part of the Atari Generation where he and 
his peers were involved in video games in which half 
circles chewed up insects. 

 “Today’s kids are raised with games 
where the object is to shoot cops and steal 

cars.  This has resulted in kids that are 
far less sensitive and have less respect 
for others, including adults and their 
own parents,” he adds.
 “The youth of today are much 
more inwardly focused because of 
a lack of personal interaction.  They 

learn to communicate electronically and 
far less personally.  He cites the exam-
ple of banking: “When I was in school, 
going to the bank was part of our social 
experience.  Now you face a machine in 
a wall.” 
          “However,” he hastens to add, “My 

involvement with my own kids and 
in being in the schools in the V.I.P. 
program I have learned that kids are 

all the same underneath, and probably  
always will be, but it just takes longer 

to reach them today, sometimes 
much longer.”
  Officer Maharaj is a great  
music fan.  In reminiscing about 
the music of his youth, he recalled 
the rock group, ‘The Who’.  They 
had a song titled ‘The Kids are All 
Right.’ 
     “That’s a great anthem for adults 
today too,” he said.
    Some of the other Port Perry High 
School grads who have gone onto 
careers as police officers in Dur-
ham include: Tim Pokoluk, Jamie  
Elliott, Craig Hudson, Ron Lee, 
Ryan Parliament, Phil Edgar, 

Ryan Edgar, Sherri Laughlin and 
Vicky Wilson, who died in 1993. 

By Paul Arculus

Anil	loves	patrolling	his	old
‘home	beat’	and	meeting	the	
public...	especially	the	kids

Classroom cop hits the street
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Business Beat

 Brock’s is a household name in Scugog Township, and 
as Port Perry becomes increasingly a tourist and shoppers 
destination, the Brock store is becoming a familiar one 
across the province. And now it is about to celebrate its 
125th anniversary. 
 One of the oldest family owned stores in Ontario, it 
was started in 1881 by William Brock. William had made 
his way to Prince Albert in the 1860s and worked as a store 

clerk for Aaron Ross. Sarah Barber became his bride and in 1881 he decided to ven-
ture into his own business.  
 He opened a store in Port Perry at the north west corner of Perry and Queen, 
where the Piano Cafe is now located.  In this store he sold clothing as well as grocer-
ies and general merchandise. 
 William was among the dozens of mer-
chants who lost their stores and contents in 
the infamous 1884 fire. He rebuilt his store 
and two years later moved a few doors east 
to 197 Queen Street.  
 He made his final move to the south side of Queen Street in 1911. Here he oc-
cupied the Ladies section of the present store. William died in 1915 but not before 
he had been joined in the business by his three sons, Frederick, Harry and Harold. 
Sarah lived until 1933. The sons changed the name to Brock Bros.
 Eventually Fred took over control of the store and included his son Arthur in 
its management. During this period, the store expanded to the east and became re-
named F.W. Brock and Son. The Brock’s also added a Red and White Grocery store 
to their enterprises about the same time.
 When Frederick passed on, the administration of the store went to his son Arthur 
and it was re-named A.W. Brock Department Store. During Arthur’s ownership he 

closed down his grocery business to focus 
on clothes and interior decorating: blinds, 
drapery and wallpaper.  
 Arthur’s son Bill and Bill’s wife Clau-
dette, both teachers, eventually took control 

of the business.  They eliminated the decorating to concentrate on men’s and wom-
en’s clothes and shoes. They also took time to establish the Lake Scugog Historical 
Society and the Scugog Shores Museum in 1969.
 Bill and Claudette’s daughter Marina, along with her sister Julie continue the 
Brock tradition and have expanded the original Brock’s location to the west. The 
business now occupies four storefronts along Queen St., including a children’s wear, 
and a footwear store called “Brocks on Foot.”  They have also opened a branch store 
north of Port Perry in Fenelon Falls, called “Brocks North.”
 Marina and Julie take pride in their five generation traditions. Store signs, original 
wood flooring and counters, photos and other memorabilia are clearly in evidence as 
part of their store decor. Since both girls are married and have children of their own, 
the traditions of the Brock family are likely to be carried on for many several genera-
tions.
 Bill and Claudette still frequent town, enjoying an occasional visit to the store and 
taking obvious pride in their own and their children’s accomplishments. 

By Paul Arculus

When Wm. Brock  
opened his store 
in 1881 Port Perry 
had dirt streets 
and no electricity

Arthur W.
Brock

Bill and Claudette Brock, raise a glass of wine with 
their	 daughter	 Marina,	 in	 August	 1993,	 to	 celebrate	 the	 
re-opening of Brock’s store after extensive renovations. 

William
Brock

Interior	of	Brock’s	Store	about	1925

Brock’s	store	about	1920,	
with the Standard Bank in 
the left side of building

First store was located on 
north side of street

Arthur W. Brock operated
family store for 60 years
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Business Beat
 The Brock girls, Marina and 
Julie have taken over responsibility 
for the running of the families’ 125 
year old business with enthusiasm 
and determination. 
 Fresh out of university in 
1993, Marina joined her parents, 
Bill and Claudette in the firm, 
and eventually took over full 
responsibility. Her sister Julie 
joined her three years later.
 When asked what they hoped to 
accomplish for yet another Brock 
generation, Marina answered 
quickly and with an historical 
perspective. 
 “Each generation of Brock’s 
has had a particular focus, 
William, in 1881, specialized in 
fire sales. Fred in crockery, Art 
in flooring, Bill and Claudette, our 
parents focused on special sales, 
introducing the “Tent Sale”, which 
is still a popular event. We want to keep up 
with customer demands and tastes through 
computerization and our Gold Card customer 
data base.”  
 Through their Gold Card plan, they have 
8000 active customers on file. “Our customers 
have encouraged us to expand our shoe lines 
and this has been extremely successful.”  
 Julie added, “Our future looks bright as we 

respond to customer needs and acquire the 
new lines that they request.”
 Marina and Julie are particularly proud of 
the brick restoration on the store front, the 
expansion to a four store frontage and the 
computerization of the enterprise. 
 “We had a difficult challenge in putting our 
entire inventory, our accounting and payroll 
on computer. This took us many months to 

finalize.” Marina commented. 
  “Our family has always been 
proud of its employee relations and 
that is something we emphasize.” 
Marina was quick to add, “We 
are so fortunate in having an 
incredible staff. They are all so 
helpful and co-operative.”
  Plans are well underway for a 
“Year of Celebration” at Brock’s. 
Marina and Julie not only want 
to promote their business, but 
also give back to the community 
which has supported their family 
for so many years.
  A number of fundraisers will 
be held, including an evening of 
fashion and music, with proceeds 
going to three local charities.
  Marina and Julie are part of the 
fifth generation to own and operate 
the store. 
   At their recent tent sale, Marina’s 

8 year old daughter Lindsay and Julie’s 12 year 
old daughter Taylor, both helped out and are 
already showing keen interest in the store’s 
operations. 
 “They will certainly keep us on our toes and 
alert to market changes.  There is no question 
that there will be a sixth generation of Brock’s 
on Queen Street in Port Perry,” Marina said 
with confidence.

Brock family set for year-long celebration

Marina and Julie are planning an exciting Year of Celebration for the 
125	anniversary	of	Brock’s	store	in	Port	Perry
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Thumbs Up to Bill McKee, Scugog Township’s official 
town crier, for placing first in a field of 27 competitors 
from	across	North	America.	It’s	good	to	be	good,	but	it’s	
great	to	be	the	best.	Congratulations	Bill.

Thumbs Down on the ‘flag flap’. You have to wonder what CUPE 
was	thinking	when	they	initiated	the	grievance.	Someone’s	got	
too	much	time	on	their	hands.	All’s	well	that	ends	well	
but	Port	Perry	 certainly	didn’t	 look	good	with	all	 the	
national	exposure	 it	 received,	although	 it	must	have	
been	 a	 slow	 news	 day	 to	 attract	 that	 much	 media		
attention.
	

Thumbs Up	to	“Second	Life	for	Trees”	for	the	amazing	
job	they	have	done	to	the	tree	on	the	corners	of	Queen	
St.	and	Cochrane	St.	It’s	wonderful	to	see	a	damaged	
tree	get	such	an	elegant	and	interesting	makeover.

Thumbs Up	to	Doug	Brown	of	Shopper’s	Drug	Mart	for	his	gen-
erous	support	to	the	Port	Perry	Hospital	Foundation.	Mr.	Brown	

has	pledged	to	match	donations	from	the	public,	dol-
lar	for	dollar,	to	a	maximum	of	$5,000	during	the	hos-
pital	foundation’s	“Tree	of	Life”	campaign.	Now	that’s	
unquestionable	community	spirit.

	
Thumbs Down	on	 the	elementary	school	 teacher’s	union	pro-
posal	 to	 request	 one	 less	 report	 card	 per	 year.	 Here	 we	 go	
again.	The	school	year	is	just	beginning	and	already	
we	 have	 to	 hear	 how	 stressful	 report	 cards	 are.		
Report	cards	are	time	consuming,	they	say...	we	say,	
“get	real”...	report	cards	are	part	of	the	job.	Just	do	it!!
	
Thumbs Up to	those	responsible	for	the	attractive	look	around	
downtown	Port	Perry	this	summer.	Thanks	to	the	Communities	

in	Bloom	program,	the	town	has	never	 looked	better.	
Hanging	baskets	are	exploding	with	colour	in	the	down-
town corridor and in floral gardens in front of the post 
office and along Water St.  Kudos to those involved!

A column devoted to recognizing events 
and decisions affecting the residents of 
Scugog Township, and rating them with 

a “Thumbs Up, or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs
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 A new daycare facility, operated by the YMCA will soon be  
operational in Port Perry. 
 Kathryn Cotton, Supervisor of the new Port Perry YMCA 
Childcare Centre, made the announcement recently, saying 
they will be joining the community to offer services to children 
ages 2.5 to 10 years of age. All children must be toilet trained.
 The centre, which will be located in Good Shepherd Catholic 
School, will be open Monday to Friday from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm. 
Children will receive a high quality curriculum led by experi-
enced Early Childhood Educators.
 The programs will include indoor and outdoor activities, 
morning and afternoon snacks, and hot lunches prepared on 
site.
 An Open House for the new YMCA Childcare Centre will be 
held on Thursday, Sept 14 from 2:30 - 6:30 p.m. Anyone inter-
ested in learning more is invited to attend.
 For more information call Kathryn at 905-619-4565 ext 312.

YMCA ready to open
new childcare facility

 Mark your calendars and get ready to attend the Cartwright 
Fields’ 7th annual Fall Festival.
 This great family outing takes place at the Cartwright Field in 
Nestleton, on Oct. 14, and promises to be a fun day for all.
 There’s lots of events and challenges for young and old. Indi-
viduals and organizations can compete for the bragging rights of 
the best tasting chili, or enter your giant pumpkin in the pumpkin 
growing contest (dollar pledges increase the size of the pumpkin)! 
A silent auction also awaits your bidding. 
 There is a Teddy Bear picnic, a scavenger hunt, pumpkin dec-
orating contests and lots of activities for the kids. Volleyball and 
horseshoes add to the day’s program, and local entertainers will 
take the stage to complete the day’s events. 
 It’s all happening in Nestleton, Oct. 14. Events start at 2 p.m. and 
the fun isn’t over until after the sun goes down.
 Admission for the entire day is $7.00 per adult and pre-school-
ers are free. For more information contact: Wilma 905-986-4602 or 
Dianne 905-986-5534.

Fall Festival in Nestleton
to be a great family event

This
  Old
   House



 This imposing home is another variation on the  
Italianate theme found in many splendid homes built  
for the wealthy in the 1870s and 1880s, in this region of  
Ontario. Its imposing tower over the front entrance  
commands a panoramic view over the community and 
the valley to the east. The ornate roof brackets and re-
turn eaves, the arch topped windows and matching deco-
rative brickwork give this home a unique architectural  
presence in the community.
    Doctor John Montgomery graduated as a doctor from what is now the University of Toronto 
in 1868. He immediately came to Williamsburgh (now Blackstock) and opened the first medical 
practice in the community. On arrival he also bought a 15 acre parcel of land on which this house 
now stands.
    Dr. Montgomery had this splendid home built in 1870 as his residence and his medical  
office. Another doctor, John W. Gray, opened a separate practice in Williamsburgh in 1873.   
There were obviously enough patients to keep both practices extremely busy although a meas-
ure of rivalry periodically arose.                     

 See ‘Landmark” on next page

This
  Old
   House

Stately home has
 stood test of time
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Blair and Janet Martyn have owned this  

historic Blackstock home for 15 years.
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Continued from previous page....

    In 1877 Dr. Montgomery married Adda Drew and three years 
later the young couple left Williamsburgh and settled in Ardock, 
North Dakota, where he established another highly respected  
 practice. The house and business in Cartwright were sold to another  
doctor, Aaron Jesse Campbell in 1882.
   Dr. Campbell sold the house and practice to Dr. Jabez B. Olver 
in 1885, but bought it back a few months later.  Dr. Olver began 
his practice in Greenbank in 1868. He later practised briefly in 
Port Perry before establishing his short-lived practice in Wil-
liamsburgh.
     After Dr. Campbell had re-acquired the practice, he continued 
to serve the community until he sold the “Medical Hall” to Dr. 
William A. Fish in 1888, the year after the community had offi-
cially been renamed Blackstock. Dr. Fish served the community 

until he sold the home and practice in 1901 to Dr. John McCulloch for $3,600. Dr. McCul-
loch stayed for five years before selling to Dr. Robert Burrows Harris in 1906.
 Dr. Harris had graduated from the University of Toronto Medical school that year and 
immediately opened his practice here. After only two years, Dr. Harris decided to venture 
into Northern Ontario where he spent the remainder of his career before retiring to Port 
Perry in 1946. When he left Blackstock in August 1908, Dr. Harris sold the house and 
practice to Dr. Archibald McArthur, a native of Greenbank. Blackstock was also the first 
location in which Dr. McArthur practiced.
 In 1919 he was joined in the practice by his brother Dr. John A. McArthur. In September 
1925 Dr. Archibald McArthur moved to Toronto, leaving the practice to his brother. Dr. 
John Alexander McArthur continued to practice here until his death in July 1966. 
 The Medical Hall was sold to Blair and Janet Martyn in 1992.

One of the most unique features of this century old 
home is the majestic tall tower, with its elaborate  
yellow and red brick work, and ornate roof line.

Dr. John
Montgomery

This Old House. . .  a Blackstock landmark
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Lawrence
Malcolm

Jerry
Taylor

Howard
Hall

Doug
Moffat

 “If you’ve missed the Farndales at any event in the past few years, 
I would be surprised,” said Scugog Mayor Marilyn Pearce. “They 
seem to be everywhere. I can’t keep up!” Mayor Pearce honoured 
Doug and Kent Farndale recently by including them in her list of 
honourees on the Mayor’s Honour Roll. 
 “We’re just thrilled to be recognized at home,” says Kent, “It’s 
indeed an honour.” This honour coming in a year in which the  
couple added the creation of a new Scugog Council for the Arts 
to their list of organizations that they support. Doug shares his  
expertise by serving as the Council’s treasurer.
 When Port Perry native Kent met Doug who was on the Winfield 
Farm while his father managed that property for McLaughlin and 
then E.P. Taylor, the stars aligned. Their 48-year marriage began 
with Kent teaching for the Toronto Board of Education and Doug 
hard at work for the Toronto-Dominion Bank in Oshawa.
 As Doug climbed the rungs, the couple moved to Burlington, 
Edmonton and Toronto where Kent continued to teach. Doug’s 
development and implementation of Canada’s first on-line banking 
system put him in line for two major projects at which Kent joined 
him – introducing the Chargex (Visa) card in 1968 and the Green 
Machine in 1975.
 When in 1975 Kent’s mother needed support due to illness, the 
Farndales moved back to Port Perry. “We came back at a perfect 
time to get involved,” explains Kent. The Community Memorial 
Hospital and the Scugog Memorial Library were both expanding. 
The Town Hall 1973 also demanded Kent and Doug’s time in order 
to save the building. 
 Over the years, the Farndales have also cultivated their interests 
in the arts. They made their first acquisition during a Maritime trip 
in their first year of marriage and have not looked back. “Eclectic” 
is what Doug calls the impressive collection that they have acquired 
over the years. “We’ve had the opportunity to meet so many wonder-
ful artists,” says Kent. 
 The couple has dedicated many years to the Ontario Crafts Coun-
cil and Kent has participated in the Scugog Choral Society from 
its inception. Whether it be the Westshore retirement community,  
Port Perry United Church or the University of Ontario Institute of 

Technology, they have freely given of their time and talents to the 
community they love.
 Accolades have naturally come their way. Kent is most proud of 
the Lescarbot Award from the Government of Canada, the naming of 
the Kent Farndale Art Gallery in her honour, the 125 Commemora-
tive Medal of the Governor General and the Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
Medal. In 1992, Doug was honoured to receive the prestigious John 
Mather Award from the Ontario Crafts Council for his extended 
years of service. “I’m what they call the detail man,” he says with a 
wry smile.
 Even though Mayor Pearce said no Honour Roll would be com-
plete without them, Kent attributes many recent achievements to “a 
council that is deeply interested in cultivating the arts in our com-
munity.”  

By Barbara Hunt

Honour Roll

Farndales dedicated 
to making Scugog a 
great place to live

Kent & Doug Farndale

Photo by J.P Hvidsten
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 With the next municipal election only 

weeks away, Focus On Scugog tracked down 

the four men who helped to lead the Town-

ship of Scugog through the first 32 years of 

its existance.
 In candid interviews, the former Mayors 

of Scugog spoke about the issues and ac-

complishments during their time in office, 

and also provided some thoughts about 

how municipal politics have changed, and 

the challenges as they view them today.

 The four former mayors for this article 

are:       Lawrence Malcolm (1974-1978),

        Jerry Taylor (1978-1988), 

           Howard Hall (1988-1997),

   Doug Moffat (1997-2003)

Former Mayors

speak out

Jerry Taylor
Mayor of Scugog Township
1978-1988

 Jerry Taylor defeated Lawrence Malcolm by 237 
votes in the fall of 1978 to become the Scugog Town-
ship’s longest serving mayor.
 Mr. Taylor recalls his being elected Mayor of  
Scugog Township as one of the most exciting and re-
warding points in his political career.
 In an interview with Focus On Scugog, Mr. Taylor remi-
nisced about his 10 years as head of the community and his 
thoughts about politics today.
 Speaking candidly about the past, he still feels the  
construction of a new library at the lakefront was one of 
the most important accomplishments of his council. “It 
was badly needed”, he said and despite serious con-
cerns and some opposition at the time, he still feels it 
was the right place and time to build a new facility.
 Other accomplishments he is proud of include the construction of the low income 
Borelia Co-op Housing project, as well as two badly needed apartment buildings for 
local seniors.

Next Month former Mayors Howard Hall and Doug Moffat

Turn to ‘Malcolm’ on page 19

Turn to ‘Taylor’ on page 23

First of a 
Two-Part

series

Scugog’s Mayors

Lawrence Malcolm
Mayor of Scugog Township
1974-1978
 Lawrence Malcolm spent a total of 30 years in  
municipal politics, but the most rewarding of these 
was the four years he spent as the first Mayor of the 
new Township of Scugog.
 “It was a privilege to have been elected the first  
Mayor,” he said in an interview recently.
 Mr. Malcolm, a longtime farmer, reminisced about 
his first term, comparing it to a farmer ploughing a 
field with no markers and the horse blindfolded. “I 
had to pull together four municipalities, each with its 
own set of bylaws and staffs,” he recalls.
 Of his most significant accomplishments, Mr. Mal-
colm felt it was uniting Cartwright, Reach, Scugog Town-
ship and the Village of Port Perry, and re-organizing the 
jobs of the township’s 32 employees into a cohesive unit, as the 
most important.
 “I have no regrets. I did the best I could and had some excellent people to work with,” 
he said. And he pointed to former clerk Neil Brodie as a great help.
 Following his defeat to Jerry Taylor in 1978, Mr. Malcolm recalled he had been  
approached on a couple of occasions to run for office again, but felt he had made his 

Lawrence
Malcolm

Jerry
Taylor

Howard
Hall

Doug
Moffat

TALK  POLITICS
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 A Horse Tack and Craft Show is be-
ing held on October 14th, to raise mon-
ey for the Port Perry Lions Club and 
the Scugog/Uxbridge Animal Shelter.
 Show organizers, Jeff and Brenna 
Haugen, are providing the venue for 
this event in their large horse arena, and they 
are hopeful this second annual fundraiser will do even better 
than last year.
 Brenna says the sale provides an excellent opportunity to 
clean out tack rooms and get rid of old equipment, and also to 
buy or swap products. She would also be happy to receive any 
donations of new or used products from individuals or busi-
nesses to aid in their fundraising efforts.
 Some of the products available at the show include new 
and used tack, clothing, equipment, and yard sale items.
 The event will take place at Coloured Dreams Stables, 4551 
Mckee Rd., Blackstock. The show takes place Saturday, Oct. 
14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., rain or shine inside the arena.
 If you’re interested in booking a vendor space, donating 
items, or need more information, contact the Haugen’s at  
905-986-4902, or email  brennahaugen@can.rogers.com.
 Remember, proceeds from the Tack Show & Sale will be 
donated to local charities.

Tack show, and
sale to benefit
local charities
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Did You Know -  It was only 25 years ago, in 1981, 
that the Provincial goverment increased the term 
of office for municipal councils from two years, to a 

three year term? This November when new munici-
pal councils are elected it will be for an additional year, 
making it a total of four.
 When this idea was first announced in 1981, former 

councillor John Wolters wondered if a “bad council” was elected, could the 
public vote to replace them after after two years.... we hear you John! 

Did You Know	- That its been two years since it was established that David 
Daniel Palmer, the founder of chiropractic, was not born in Port Perry, al-
though he did live here as a young man? But, you’d never know that. The 
large monument which honours D.D. Palmer, in our beautiful Palmer Park at 
the lakefront, continues to advertise this town as his birthplace!!
 Not sure who’s responsible . . . but it’s time it was changed to reflect that he lived 
here, but Port Perry is not the site of his birth.

Did You Know	 - The deadline to register as a candidate in the upcoming 
municipal election is only 18 days away, as of the date of this publication.  
Anyone with intentions of running for a position on council must register 
before 5 p.m. on September 29. Election day is Monday, Nov. 13, 2006.
Okay, so where are all those residents who complained about their taxes?

Did You Know	- In 1987 students of Port Perry High School excavated the 
foundation of the the town’s historic 1873 high school and constructed a me-
morial garden. The memorial remains on the south lawn, but the benches, 
garden and unearthed foundation were tragically removed.
Some people just have no appreciation for old stuf f!

Did You Know	 - There’s talk about moving Scugog Memorial Library off 
the waterfront... possibly to the arena property. The library was built about 
25 years ago, on the former Lake Scugog Lumber property after a heated 
debate between residents ‘for’ and ‘against’ moving it from it’s former Queen 
St. location across from the IGA.
Let’s hope we don’t have to go through this divisive issue again! Any attempt to 
relocate the library from its attractive and convenient location on Water St., are 
sure to meet with the same anger and protest, which occurred not so long ago.

contribution and wanted to leave it to others.
 Continued from page 17
 Comparing the politics of today, with his years on 
council, Mr. Malcolm has some strong opinions.
 “It disturbs me that there are so many people with 
fancy titles today. That I don’t understand,” he said. 
 And the former mayor also felt that far too much 
was being spent on consultants and planners. 
 “I would certainly get rid of all these consultants. 
Politicians are elected and employees are hired to do 
the job. Get on with it,” he urged.
 Mr. Malcolm feels the three-year term for local 
council is long enough, and encourages anyone inter-
ested in the ‘people’, should consider running for a 
position on council.
 He’s not convinced that the proposed four-year 
term of office is a good one, stating that those he’s 
talked with are hesitating to run because of the four 
year term. 
 When he was first elected, the term of council was 
only one year, which he says was too short. It was 
later expanded to two years, then to three. 
 He says he’s most comfortable with the three-year 
term and thinks that four years is just too long of a 
committment at this level of government.
 Mr. Malcolm is a supporter of Scugog’s new mu-
nicipal office, although he questions the size of the 
building, calling it “palatial”. 
 “Don’t get me wrong, it’s a lovely building, and a 
credit to the community, but does it really need to be 
that big?”
 As the community grows, the position of mayor 
has become almost a full-time job, and Mr. Malcolm 
feels that today, it certainly is a full-time position.
 But once again reminiscing, he recalled when he 
was mayor, he was also a farmer, so he was used to 
odd and long hours. “I was fortunate to have a job 
which was very flexible, because there were times, 
even in those days, when the job was almost full-
time.”
 At 87 years of age, Scugog’s first Mayor does not 
seem to be slowing down. He and his wife Gwen have 
lived in their Nestleton home for the past 29 years, 
and now that they don’t travel to Florida anymore, it 
gives him more time to keep an eye on his colleagues 
and community.

By Paul Arculus

Malcolm talks DID YOU
KNOW?
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Scugog Exposed

 Throughout the 1870-80s, cricket was the game of choice in many   
communities throughout Ontario County. Prince Albert had a team as early 
as 1870  and they competed heavily against neighbouring towns like Ux-
bridge and Whitby.
 It wasn’t until the early 1900s that lawn bowling became popular locally 
and in July 1908 a lawn bowling club was established with George Gerrow, 
the first president of the 20 member club.
 A little more than a year after forming, the club purchased a piece of land 
on Queen St. in preparation for a new lawn bowling facility. A 
cement wall was constructed along the street in 1910 and the 
following year the club installed electric lights so they could 
bowl in the evenings.
 Exactly when the club house was built has not been deter-
mined, although in June 1937 the Port Perry Lawn Bowling 
Club announced a remodeling and expansion of the facility.
 An old concrete retaining wall was re-built in 1941 after 
being damaged by a heavy rainfall earlier in the year.
 The PPLBC was honoured in 1953 when a member of 
their club, Merlin Letcher was elected president of the Pro-
vincial Lawn Bowling Association of Ontario.
 Plans began in late 1979 to move the club to larger quar-
ters, but it was another five years before 
the club received a $25,000 Wintario 
grant which would make it possible.
 Scugog Township acquired a two-
acre site on Old Simcoe Rd. in 1984 
and work began on the new facility. 
The official opening of the new Port 
Perry Lawn Bowling Club took place in  
August 1986.

George Gerrow
	 	 George	 Gerrow	 was	 Port	

Perry	 Lawn	 Bowling	 Club’s	

first president when it 

formed	in	1908,	and	served	

a	second	term	in	1918.

				Mr.	Gerrow	was	a	build-

er	 by	 trade,	 but	 entered	

into political life in 1907 

when	 he	 was	 elected	 a	

councillor	 on	 Scugog	 Is-

land.
	 After	 moving	 to	 Port		

Perry	 he	 served	 two	 terms	

on	the	local	council	before	being	elected	reeve.	

He	held	this	position	for		the	next	seven	years	

(1911-1917), becoming the longest serving 

reeve	of	the	town	at	this	time.	

	 	 One	 of	 his	 crowning	 achievements	 was	

overseeing	 the	 construction	 of	 a	 new	 road	

around	Ham’s	Hill,	on	the	south	end	of	Scugog		

Island,	eliminating	 the	 large	hill	 leading	 to	 the		

Cartwright	causeway.

Merlin W. Letcher	 	Merlin	Letcher	was	one	of	Port	Perry’s	most	 respected	 and	 admired	 residents	during	the	mid-1900s.			In	1953	he	served	as	President	of	the	Provincial	 Lawn	 Bowling	 Association	 of	Ontario.
			He	was	an	active	member	of	the	com-munity	and	served	as	the	town’s	Reeve	for	13	consecutive	years,	 from	1933	 to	1945.	 He	 considered	 the	 high	 point	 of	his	 political	 career	 was	 being	 elected	Warden of Ontario County in 1937.			Another	of	the	highlights	of	his	public	life	 was	 receiving	 a	 medal	 from	 Buck-ingham	Palace	to	be	worn	in	commemo-ration	of	the	Coronation	of	King	George	VI	and Queen Elizabeth on May 12, 1937.

Port Perry Lawn Bowling Club formed in 1908

Pictures on this page show the old Port Perry 
Lawn Bowling Club on Queen St., across from 
the	present	IGA.	about	1980.
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  Some of those taking part in this year’s 
Aquarama were, left Harris Haliburton and 
Tammy Johnson who dressed Hawaiian 
and rode for Devon’s Dolphins. Top left, this 
year’s winner John Babcock with a sizzling 
time of 56 seconds. This was John’s third 
consecutive year with the best time. Bottom 
right,	 Rotarian	 Dennis	 Bayley,	 who	 at	 71	
years was the oldest competitor.

Photos: J.P. Hvidsten

 More than 50 riders zigged and zagged around a 
watercourse along Port Perry’s waterfront on Aug. 
20, taking part in the Rotary Clubs 14th annual fund-
raiser, known as Aquarama.
 Neither wind nor weeds dampened the enthusa-
isam of the participants, who raised $10,000 through 
pledges this year. All the funds are used to assist un-
derpriviledged children and those with disabilities.
 This year’s course had to be reconfigured due to 
the large accumulation of weeds at the lakefront, but 
it didn’t deter the riders, and the popular event once 
again went off without a hitch.

Rotary rides 
the waves 

There were some great competitions at both the 
individual and team level with some of the win-
ners as follows:
• Fastest Individual - Jonathon Babcock 
• Fastest Team - Rednecks - Spencer Marlow, Nick
    Barker, Jeremy Pitre, Geoff Noddle & Jim Sankey.
• Highest Individual Pledges - Dr. Bob Allin, $1,113,
    Bob Smith $952, Dennis Bayley $550, Tammy 
    Johnson $521, Craig Taylor $520, Mary Forbes $510.
• Highest Team Pledge - Devon’s Dolphins $2,348.
• Chuck Dewhirst Memorial - Most Entertaining
    Ride” Brett Harris of Wet Dream
• Best Costume - Carrie Williamson, Sumo Wrestling
    Lady of The Fam Damily
• Most Unusual Ride- The Annual Rubber Turkey
    Award - Mike Wallace, Marine Dream Team.
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THE
BIG
ONE
Hundreds	of	car	enthusiasts	from	

across	Ontario	attended	the	annual	
Classic	Car	Cruise-In	at	Haugen’s	

BBQ,	on	August	23.	
More	than	500	cars	were	shined	up,	

polished,	and	on	display	for	the	public	
to	admire.	In	case	you	missed	it,	here’s	
a	small	sample	of	some	of	the	classic	

and	antique	beauties,	with		
their	creative	license	plates.

Photos: J.P. Hvidsten

SCUGOG TRIVIA 
1. Council adopted a resolution confining cars to angle 
parking	 in	 the	 business	 section	 on	 Saturday	 nights	 to		
relieve traffic congestion. What year was it? 
Was it the:   1950,    1969,    1923,    1980

2. It	was	no	April	Fools	 joke!	During	the	night	of	April	1,	
1974 a huge fire erupted in a large building, destroying the 
entire	structure	along	with	its	contents.	
Which business was it?	 	 	 1. Catholic Church, Port 
Perry;   2. Cy Wilson Ford, Manchester;   3. San Man 
Motel, Manchester;  4. Jerry’s Produce, Port Perry

ANSWERS:  Question #1 - 1923.         Question #2 - Cy Wilson Ford
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Mayor Taylor

 Quality and quantity could well be the ‘secret recipe’ which has made Conni Bear’s 
Chip Truck such a popular destination in Scugog for the past 10 years. The congen-
ial owners of this successful ‘seasonal’ business are Barry and Connie Townsend.
 Barry and Connie arrived in Port Perry 20 years ago to open Barry’s Variety, after 
selling their Bowmanville variety store.
 “I remember everyone saying we wouldn’t make it,” said Barry as he reminisced, 
but undeterred he and Connie leased a storefront in the Lakeview Plaza at the cor-
ner of Water St. and 7A in 1980 and operated a successful business for ten years.
 When a good offer and opportunity came along, they sold the store, and went into 
a self imposed retirement. But that only lasted one year.
 In the spring of 1991, they rented space on the property of Homestead Furniture 
and opened up a chip truck. Since then the menu has expanded dramatically, and 
today some of their top selling items include poutine, peameal on a bun, hamburgers 
and of course the fresh cut french fries.
 It was Connie and Barry who introduced poutine (chips covered in gravy and 
cheese) to Port Perry and it has become one of the best selling items on their 
menu. 
 Conni Bear is blessed with hundreds of repeat customers from all over southern 
Ontario, and Barry proudly points out their success can be attributed to ‘quality and 
quantity.’ “The only complaint we sometimes get is that our orders are too large,” 
Barry says with a smile.
 Of course they may be to modest to say it, but the other ingredient in their success 
is the way they treat customers. You don’t have to stand near their chip truck for any 
length of time to notice that almost every customer is greeted by name and with a 
smile.
 Barry and Connie have worked side by side for their entire life, the past 10 years 
in the cramped quarters of the chip truck. Their day starts early in the morning with 
food preparation, but they never turn away a customer.
 “We’re open for business from the time we arrive,” he said.
 Barry and Connie live with their daughter in Blackstock from April until fall, but 
when the cool winds of October arrive, they pack up and head south to spend the 
next six months travelling around Florida in their motorhome.
 So with only a few weeks left before the grills are turned off and the doors locked... 
you best hurry if you want some of the best chips in town.
   By J. Peter Hvidsten

Not all chips are 
created equal . . .

Continued from page 17

 When questioned whether he has ever giv-
en any thought to running for office again, he 
emphatically says “no”.
 “I enjoyed serving as mayor, but after 10 
years it was time to move on,” he said. 
 Since leaving office in 1988, he admits to 
having been asked a number of times to run 
for mayor again, but says he has no interest in 
returning to politics.
 Mr. Taylor feels local politics are differ-
ent today, than when he was a councillor and 
mayor. “There seems to be considerable more 
demands on today’s councils. It’s not an easy 
job,” he said.
 With Scugog currently receiving upwards 
of $1.5 to $2 million a year from casino rev-
enues, Focus on Scugog asked the former 
mayor how he thought that money should be 
spent.
 While not entirely familiar with how the 
funds were being alotted currently, he felt 
they should be used to improve the services 
and lifestyle of the residents, and a portion 
also used to help minimize tax increases.
 Regarding the new Municipal Office, Mr. 
Taylor  said he fully supported the new build-
ing, saying it was long overdue. 
 “The new building is very attractive and 
compliments the downtown, and provides a 
proper working facility for the staff,” he said.
 On the topic of a full-time mayor for Scu-
gog, Mr. Taylor said although the position 
demands more time each year, he wasn’t con-
vinced it needed to be a full-time job.
 “Staff are there to take care of the day-to-
day operations, and despite the growth of the 
community, I don’t believe we’re to the point 
that a full-time mayor is needed.” he said.
 On the issue of a four-year term for mu-
nicipal councils, Mr. Taylor doesn’t see any 
advantage in lengthening the term from the 
current three years and in fact feels it could 
be a detriment.
 “A three-year term at local level is a long 
enough committment, and the extra year 
could deter interested candidates,” he says.
 The former Mayor shared some thoughts 
for anyone thinking of running for office, sug-
gesting that to be an effective councillor, or 
mayor, the candidate should be a good listen-
er, be able to work with an open mind, and get 
along with his fellow councillors and staff. 
 He also stressed the importance of being 
able to make honest, fair decisions, that are in 
the best interests of the entire community.
 And most important, Mr. Taylor concluded, 
was the importance of informing their family 
of the heavy committment required to be on 
council, and that they get full support from 
their family before jumping into the ring. 

By J. Peter Hvidsten
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     A look at some of the many events       in and around Scugog Township

 What’s Up Scugog? 
Focus On Scugog wants to keep you informed about the events and 
activities which will be taking place throughout the township during 
2006. Here is a listing of some of the many events. We welcome list-
ings of Public Events from non-profit groups and organizations from 
all of Scugog Township. Send a brief description of your event (max. 
35 words) by email to focus@observerpub.ca today. Deadline for the 
next issue of Focus On Scugog is September 30, 2006.

September 17, 2006 - Terry Fox Run
Event begins at 9:00 am near the gazebo in Palmer Park.  
For more information call 1-888-836-9786. Details:  W - wheelchair 
accessible  B - bicycles  R - rollerblading

September 24, 2006 - Pioneer Fall Days 
The Scugog Shores Historical Museum will be holding their annual 
Pioneer Fall Fair from 11 am - 4 pm. The museum village will be bus-
tling with activity all day long. Craftspeople will be demonstrating ev-
erything from blacksmithing to basket-weaving. Rates: Adults: $5, 
Students/Seniors: $3, Children under 12: Free

September 24, 2006 - St. John’s Church 150th Anniversary
St. John’s Presbyterian Church will be celebrating it’s 150th anniversa-
ry on Sunday September 24th with a special anniversary service. The 
previous evening they will host a dinner and concert at the Emanuel 

Pentecostal Church on Reach Street at 6.00 p.m. followed by a con-
cert at 8.00 p.m. featuring Claidhmor and One Voice Choir. Tickets are 
$20. For further information contact Gail Williamson at 905 985 3026

September 29, 2006 - Elvis Dinner Dance Cruise   
Back by popular demand. Enjoy a three hour cruise with dinner and 
entertainment by an award winning Elvis tribute artist. You will hear all 
of your favourite hits by ‘the King’. Advance reservations required. Call 
early to book your tickets 905-982-1106.

October 14, 15, 2006 - Port Perry Antique Show & Sale
The 12th Annual Port Perry Antique Show & Sale being held October 
14 & 15, 2006 at the Port Perry High School will feature 42 selected 
dealers from across Ontario. If you are looking for that special antique 
this is the show you can’t afford to miss. Come early to the show, then 
plan to spend time touring wonderful Victorian Style Port Perry. For 
more information call 905-985-8840, or ronsan@powergate.ca

November 4, 5, 2006 - Showcase of the Arts
To be held at the Scugog Community Recreation Centre - featuring 
superb fine craft and fine art. Rub shoulders with 25 talented local 
artisans and see them at work! The SCA and the Township of Scugog 
present this show; proceeds will be used to foster the Arts in our com-
munity. Come, see, enjoy, learn and buy!



THE NEED
FOR SPEED . . . page 

OCTOBER 2006

FOCUS
on Scugog





FOCUS - OCTOBER 2006  �   

O	 	 							ver	the	past	few	weeks,	residents		
	 	 							and	business	leaders	of	Scugog		
	 	 							Township	have	raised	their	voices		
	 	 						jointly	to	oppose	expansion	of	the	
	 	 commercial	lands	at	the	west	end	of	
town...	and	it	appears,	for	this	important	issue,	
their	voices	have	been	heard.
	 Councillors,	surprisingly,	voted	against	
township	staff’s	recommendations	and	have	
agreed	to	hold	the	commercial	lands	at	the	
zoned limits as outlined in the Official Plan.
	 Good	for	them!
	 Councillors	heard	loud	and	clear	from	
their	constituents	that	while	they	accept	the	
development	of	lands	already	zoned,	they	
were	dead	set	against	an	expansion	of	the	
existing	commercial	zoning	at	this	time.
		 An	expansion	of	the	zoned	lands	would	
have	allowed	for	the	almost	immediate	
construction	of	a	‘super-sized’	Walmart,	as	
well	as	assorted	retail	and	restaurants	along	
7A	Highway,	just	west	of	the	Beer	Store.
	 While	council’s	stand	may	look	like	a	
victory	for	the	community,	for	Walmart	and	its	
development	company,	Smart!Centres,	this	
action	presents	no	more	than	a	minor	set-

back	in	their	plans	to	bring	forward	a	shopping	
centre to Port Perry.
	 Don’t	expect	the	developers	to	roll	over	and	
play	dead	on	this	important	issue.	Remember,	
Smart!Centres	only	recently	purchased	the	
west-end	lands	and	will	want	a	return	on	their	
sizeable	investment.
	 There’s	little	doubt	plans	will	plod	ahead	
and	the	developers	will	eventually	accomplish	
their	original	goal...	a	125,000	sq.	ft.	Walmart	
and	assorted	other	restaurants	and	retail	uses	
flanking both sides of the highway. 
 This fight has really just begun, but it looks 
like the ‘people’ won the first round. 
	 It’s	almost	inevitable	the	land	owners	will	
now	consider	a	challenge	of	township’s	
decision	either	at	the	Ontario	Municipal	Board,	
or	in	some	other	manner.
	 But	that’s	their	right!
	 The	fact	that	the	members	of	council	were	
unanimous	in	their	decision	to	enforce	it’s	own	
official plan is a step in the right direction. 
	 If	Scugog	is	now	forced	to	uphold	it’s	bylaws	
and Official Plan in front of the OMB... that’s 
unfortunate,	but	necessary.
	 They	should	defend	it	vigorously!

Dear Peter,
 The brief item in September’s 
Focus concerning talk of moving 
the library reminded me of a re-
cent article in the Toronto Star on 
a related topic.  The author, Glen 
Murray, is a former mayor of Win-
nipeg and is currently a research 
associate for the Centre for Urban 
and Community Studies and a 
visiting scholar and Urban Policy 
Coordinator at the University of 
Toronto.
 In the article, Murray describes 
how public buildings – post offices, 
libraries, and even the LCBO – an-
chor the downtowns of many small 
Ontario communities, and can act 
as a counterweight to “big box” 
developments on the edge of town.  
As you can imagine, I immediately 
thought of the current develop-
ment issues facing Port Perry.
 As Murray’s article demon-
strates, the vitality of Port Perry’s 
downtown owes much to the pres-
ence of the library, post office, and 
LCBO.  Moving the library (or the 
post office or LCBO) would strike 
a serious blow to the downtown.  I 
sure hope it doesn’t happen.

Sincerely,
Aeneas Lane

Port Perry

Dear Peter,
 As we are winding down 
our cruising season, I am 
catching up on my delin-
quent Congratulations for 
your wonderful magazine. 
I thoroughly enjoy the 
content and the fact that it  
focuses on our town and its 
dedicated people.
 It was very heartwarm-
ing to see the Woodman 
grace your cover on the  
September issue of Focus.
 One of the things that in-
spires me about this town is 
the rich history that you and 
Paul Arculus keep alive in 
your many publishings. And 
it is one of the reasons that 
inspired us when we built 
the Woodman. 
 After reading your his-
tory books, we wanted to re-
claim the name of the once 
famous lady that graced 

the waters of Scugog in the 
1800’s to keep these memo-
ries alive.
 This summer we had a 
senior passenger that trav-
elled from another province 
to cruise The Woodman 
where one of her parents 
was a cook on the original 
Woodman in 1800’s. She 
wanted to experience what 
her mother felt when she 
was on the lake cruising.
 There is something spe-
cial about Scugog that no 
other town has, perhaps it 
is the natural beauty of the 
lake, the people who care, 
the quaintness and towns-
folk like yourself and Paul 
that remind us of history 
that should never be forgot-
ten.    

Keep inspiring, 
Betty Penny
Port Perry

Dear Focus...
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Young Jim Souch has made 
a name for himself this past 
summer on the race track. 
The 15 year-old Port Perry 
boy, who has been racing go-
carts for the past six years is 
already being eyed by racing 
promoters and is now looking 
to the Formula 2000 level.
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Bloomin’ Right!
Scugog Township shows its true colours and 

receives accolades from Communities in Bloom
 If you noticed how attractive the 
streets of town were this past sum-
mer... well you weren’t the only one.
 Members of Scugog’s Commu-
nities in Bloom team learned last 
month that Scugog is one of the most 
attractive areas in Ontario.
 Not only did Scugog earn the 
top-place “five-bloom” rating in the 
15,000 to 25,000 population group, it 
also picked up the award for “most 
improved community in the prov-
ince.”
 Judging for the Communities In 
Bloom competition took place dur-
ing the latter days of July, when local 
organizers accompanied two judges 
around the township.
 The judging took into considera-
tion a number of criteria, including 
cleanliness, floral displays, conserva-
tion, involvement by the community 
and more.
 In addition, judges were also im-

pressed with the architectural herit-
age and pride of ownership.
 This is the second year Scugog 
has participated in the Communities 
in Bloom program, and they stepped 
their efforts up a notch from their 
“four bloom” rating on its first at-
tempt.
 Under the leadership of Coun-
cillor Bobbie Drew, the township 
received 849 points, out of a pos-
sible 1,000, to finish tied in top spot 
with three other Ontario communi-
ties. Wasaga Beach, Bradford-West 
Gwillimbury and Strathroy-Caradoc 
also got top honours.
 But the icing on the cake was  
being the first recipient of  “most im-
proved community” award.
 Now, local organizers have their 
sights set on improving their score 
next year, and hopefully an invitation 
to the national competition.
 A goal they no doubt will achieve.

Water Street was bursting with blooms of all colours this summer.
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 For the past two weeks, Simcoe St. in Port Perry between 7A 
Hwy. and Durham Rd. 8 has been closed to traffic, creating traffic 
congestions and a major inconvenience for thousands of motor-
ists.
 Normally quiet streets throughout the town are now often con-
gested with traffic as motorists detour around construction. The 
impact is most noticeable during the morning and evening as resi-
dents head to their jobs. 
 But it’s been more than an inconvenience for Paul Flieler, who 
operates the Ultramar gas station on Simcoe St., as he’s seen about 
75 per cent of his gas business disappear.

Simcoe work a ‘pain in the gas’
Construction brings Flielers’ gas
business to a screeching hault

Paul Flieler had lots of time on his hands recently, after Durham Region 
closed the road down for construction along Simcoe Street.

Turn to ‘Rehabilitation” on page 6
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 Most people don’t run towards a burning building. Not only 
do Clint Walker, Todd Soomre, Jon Holmes, Al Peck, John Priebe, 
Kyle Simms and Al Miller respond to such occurrences in their 
professional capacity as firefighters for the Township of Scugog, 
but they’ve made it personal too. 

 

  This group of seven has sacrificed two evenings a week since 
February to train as Scugog’s 2006 Fire Extrication Team for Cen-
tral Ontario’s Extrication competition in Huntsville.
 Clint Walker is the only member to have competed before 
(1994-2003) under the mentorship of Retired Deputy Chief Dave 
Ballingall. The Team credits the former Chief for his support and 
insight because it was under his tutelage that they ranked highest 
ever – a third place finish in Burlington in 2001.
 For Clint, competitions are more challenging now because he 
has taken on the role of I.C. (incident command) of a group of fire-
fighters whose experience ranges from novices to veterans of 15 
years on the job. 
 Even though the Caesarea hall has run 100 calls to-date (in 
2006) and the Port Perry hall, 300 calls, it takes what Clint calls a 
“huge commitment” to train for the T.E.R.C.-run (Transportation 
Emergency Rescue Committee) Regional competitions. These oc-
cur North America-wide in preparation for International or World 
competitions.

 The regionals, such as those held in Huntsville in July, or the 
upcoming Sudbury match, are generally two-day events starting on 
Fridays. Teams race against the clock and are evaluated by a panel 
of three judges (one for medical issues, one evaluating the I.C. and 
one observing the use of tools).
 All teams are run through two scenarios of 20 minutes each. 
From a sequestered area, fire truck with lights blazing, sirens and 
crew approach an incident in, first a “limited” scenario (with use of 
any hand tool) and then, an “unlimited” scenario (with use of any 
tool including the jaws of life). “Our time starts when the wheels 
stop turning,” explains team member Todd Soomre.
 I.C. Clint Walker would then appraise all hazards present, 
such as electrical wires or propane tanks, and locate hydrants. He 
is judged on his vocal projection, control of the scene and safety 
while instructing the team to stabilize vehicles and focus on patient 
care.
 Three years ago competitions exchanged their “crash dum-
mies” for “live patients” (personnel with a medical background, 
miked and participating in the evaluation). This increased the chal-
lenge.
 There is only one patient involved (with two entrapped limbs), 
but a myriad of props such as downed trees, campers, bikes, heli-
copters or snowmobiles.
 “The better the teams,” says Todd, “the more props involved.” 
Vehicles are often manipulated by smashing off door handles and 
removing locks. Time may only be called when the patient is freed 
from the vehicle, secured on a back board and has undergone a 
final check.

See next page...

 

Scugog’s Best

Firefighters hone
skills practicing 
for the real thing
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From previous page...
 At the World level of competition, at which Clint competed 
in Ottawa (2003), there were also cameras installed in vehicles 
to monitor responses. International competitions are ten-minute 
“Rapid Extrication” exercises where the team can utilize any tool 
that they physically carry onto the scene.
 Both Clint and Todd commend their spouses for their encour-
agement. As fathers of young children, they appreciate the family 
support. 
 They are also grateful for what they call “gifts from Ray.” Ray’s 
Towing has supplied them with approximately two vehicles per 
week since 1994. These, they crush to run simulations on. “We 
then pass the engines on to the High School for autoshop train-
ing,” says Clint.
 Todd and Clint also send kudos to car manufacturers such as 
GM, for supplying them with recent model vehicles to “autopsy.” 
 “With vehicle-redesign happening so quickly, it’s important for 
us to keep up with things like wiring, battery location – as in hy-
brids – or airbag deployment,” says Todd.
 “We’re also grateful to Chief Miller and Council for their fund-
ing support,” says Clint. “Competitions provide us with specialty 
skills that are put to use on a daily basis  that benefit the residents 
of Scugog as well.”

By Barbara Hunt

Fire extrication team

Report shows residents of 
Ward 2 are most vociferous
 When it comes to complaints, it appears as if the residents 
of Ward 2 are the most vocal.
 A recent report from Scugog’s law enforcement officer,  
Samatha Sarisin, shows 54 complaints have been received 
from Ward 2 this year. Ward 4 comes in second with 44 com-
plaints, Ward 5 - 41,  Ward 1 - 38 and the fewest from Ward 3, 
registering a mere 33. This adds to a total of 213 complaints to 
the township office to the end of August, 2006.
 The report also notes the majority of complaints are of a 
‘general’ nature, which include snow removal, dumping, fenc-
es, swimming pools, etc. Second most common complaint is 
concerning ‘property standards’ and third ‘zoning’ issues. 
 And when it comes to parking infractions, the report shows 
a total of 533, year to date, valued at $8,165.00
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  For the past few months, we’ve been noticing a couple of 
signs around town that have us scratching our head.
  Anyone using the drive-thru at the local Tim Horton’s shop, 
near the corner of 7A and Simcoe is sure 
to have noticed the large sign showing the  
different coffee available.
  But did you notice the graphics on 
the cups are all reversed. See photo *  
  Of course it’s easily explained... the 
sign was installed backwards. But, it’s 
hard to believe in all the months it’s 
been there, someone from the Horton’s 
company hasn’t corrected the error.  
Consider this a friendly notice!
  And, for those of you travelling Sim-
coe St., south of town, you may have noticed the sign, at left,  
along the side of the road.

   The sign used to simply read 
“How’s Your Hamster” but was 
changed not long ago to add the 
word “Now.” We don’t know any-
thing about this sign, so maybe 
someone can enlighten us!
     Now here’s your chance. 
     If you’ve seen a “strange sign” 
around town, take a picture and 

send it along with some information to focus@observerpub.ca 
and we’ll publish it in a future issue of Focus on Scugog.  
 

Signs of the times

 Despite it all, Mr. Flieler is taking things all in stride. This isn’t 
the first time during his 31 years in business that he’s experienced 
a disruption in his business due to Simcoe St. construction. 
 During the summer of 1976, the street (then known as Lilla St.) 
was completely closed for two months while it was being widened 
from two lanes to three. “I closed down the garage for about a 
month,” Paul remembers with a smile.
 It was only a few months ago, Mr. Flieler watched his gas busi-
ness grind to a halt, while new self-serve gas pumps were installed 
at his popular Simcoe St. garage.
  Despite the present inconvenience and impact on his business, 
Mr. Flieler says he still gets his faithful customers winding their 
way around the road blocks and stopping in for gas and service.
 He also says the construction supervisor for LaFarge Paving 
and Construction Ltd., has been excellent to work with and he’s 
being kept informed about the work taking place. 
 According to the Durham Region Works Department the reha-
bilitation of Simcoe St. will include replacing sections of curb and 
gutter, pavement resurfacing, repairs to the watermain, sanitary 
sewer and storm sewer structures and replacing sections of bro-
ken sidewalk.
 The rehabilitation project,  which got underway on September 
25, is scheduled to be completed in early November, depending on 
work conditions and co-operation of the weather.
 During this time, sections of the road will be closed to through 
traffic, although local traffic will be permitted access.

Street rehabilitation
continues until Nov.

Continued from page 3

Municipal election
creates little interest
 Only a handful of staff and councillors were on hand at Scugog 
Township office at 5 p.m. on September 29, when the deadline for 
filing candidates for the municipal election came.
 With no more surprise candidates coming in at the last  
moment, councillors Bobbie Drew (Ward 2) and Jim McMillen 
(Regional Councillor), were acclaimed and ‘high-fived’ each other 
as they showed some relief that they would not have to go through 
a rigorous election campaign.
 Ward 5 Councillor Georgia Brock was not at the municipal of-
fice, but she also has been acclaimed to a second term, along with 
Durham District School Board Trustee Steve Martin.
 For the remainder of councillors and Mayor Marilyn Pearce,  
the campaign is now underway.  Signs have begun popping up 
throughout wards and around the township and in the coming 
weeks, a candidates meeting is expected to take place.
 Incumbent Mayor Pearce should have little trouble holding her 
seat. She is by far the most prepared and organized member of 
council and shows strong leadership skills. Her competitor, Ann 
Cowman, is relatively new to the community and despite her previ-
ous Regional Council experience in Clarington, will have a tough 
fight on her hands to unseat the mayor.
 Other candidates hoping to return are: Larry Corrigan (Ward 
1 Councillor) against Cecil Lamrock; Lynn Philip Hodgson (Ward 
3 Councillor) finds himself up against Doug Puddester; Blair  
Martyn (Ward 4 Councillor) is pitted against local watchdog Colin 
Kemp.  Let the campaign begin!
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 With the next municipal election only 

weeks away, Focus On Scugog tracked down 

the four men who helped to lead the Town-

ship of Scugog through the first 32 years of 

its existance.
 In candid interviews, the former Mayors 

of Scugog spoke about the issues and ac-

complishments during their time in office, 

and also provided some thoughts about how 

municipal politics have changed, and the 

challenges as they view them today.

 This month Focus On Scugog speaks with 

former mayors Howard Hall (1988-1997), 

and Doug Moffat (1997-2003). Lawrence 

Malcolm (1974-1978) and Jerry Taylor  

          (1978-1988) were featured in 

                 the September issue of  

          Focus On Scugog.

Former Mayors

speak out

Second of a 
Two-Part

series

Lawrence
Malcolm

Jerry
Taylor

Howard
Hall

Doug
Moffat

Doug Moffatt
Mayor of Scugog Township
1997-2003
 Doug Moffatt retired from the office of Mayor 
of Scugog Township three years ago and has many 
fond memories.
 “I was extremely pleased to be elected mayor,” he 
said in a recent interview. Mr. Moffatt praised his hard 
working election committee, recalling knocking on al-
most every door in the township during his campaign.
 Looking back he recalls there were several signifi-
cant issues resolved during his term of office.  
“Working out the agreement with the Baagwating 
Community Assoc., and Great Blue Heron Casino 
was a particularly important issue which has result-
ed in over $5 million into the coffers of the municipal-
ity and the region,” he said.
 Another issue he feels was important was convinc-
ing the Region of Durham to set aside funds to buy more 
conservation lands in Scugog, which he says will have ma-
jor positive implications for future generations.
 Also on the list of council’s accomplishments he was proud of 
were the construction of Fire Halls in Caesarea and Port Perry, the second ice pad, 
a new outdoor swimming pool at the lake and the new Municipal Office.

Turn to ‘Howard Hall’ on page 12

Turn to ‘Moffatt’ on page 17

Howard Hall
Mayor of Scugog Township
1988-1997

 Scugog’s third Mayor, Howard Hall came to the 
table with lots of experience when he was elected to 
head the township in 1988.

“It was both an honour and very humbling experi-
ence,” Howard recalled when he sat down with Focus 
on Scugog.

Mr. Hall spent most of his life, volunteering and 
working for the community in various organiza-
tions, including scouting, Chamber of Commerce 
and the many hospital and health groups.

He served three terms as mayor before being de-
feated in 1997, but considers being able to keep tax in-
creases in the one-percent range most years, as one of 
the most important accomplishments. This he says, was 
accomplished during a time when Ontario’s economy was 
at its lowest point ever.

He is also proud that during his term the township was 
able to construct the community centre at the arena. There were 
a number of other things he would have liked to accomplish, but didn’t want to put a 
burden on the taxpayer. “There’s a big difference between a “wish list” of projects vs 
the ability to pay for not only the initial cost, but the ongoing costs,” he said.

Although it’s been almost 10 years since he left politics, Mr. Hall still has an itch 

Scugog’s Mayors

TALK  POLITICS
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Did You Know? -  It’s only a couple 
of weeks before Daylight Savings Time 
kicks in. Mark your calendars now! This 

year, we’ll be turning clocks on the wall, DVD 
player, stove, microwave, bedside alarm and 
car back one hour on Sunday, Oct. 29 at 2 a.m., 

making our already short days even shorter.
 Ugh!  Can’t believe we’ll soon be crawling out of warm beds in the 
dark and getting home from work under the same ink-black sky.

Did You Know? -  Quite some time ago Scugog Township ear-
marked $30,000 to clean the dirty bricks on Port Perry’s historic 
Town Hall 1873, but don’t hold your breath! Town Hall directors 
report they have not been able to come up with a suitable method, 
citing environmental and other concerns. So now they are asking 
for permission to use the grant for landscaping.
 Pleeeease!!!  Let’s not give up so easy. Cleaning the brick is essen-
tial to completing the Town Hall expansion project. Where there’s a 
will, there’s a way. Let’s find a way this can be accomplished.

Did You Know? -  The Great Blue Heron Charity Golf Classic 
raised the amazing sum of $135,000 for the local hospital this year. 
This was the 10th year for the golf classic, and they have now 
raised $635,000 for the hospital.
 Amazing!  We tip our hat to Perry Steiner, the organizers and 
the volunteers for their ongoing generosity and commitment to our  
terrific ‘little’ hospital.

Did You Know? -  According to a recent Fire Dept. report, our 
local firefighters have been called out 428 times to the end of  
August. The report shows $2,158,800 in total fire losses. Of the 
responses made by firefighters, 47 are for property fires, 83 calls 
came regarding vehicle accidents (not all required), 137 medical 
assists, 55 false fire calls and 118 miscellaneous calls.
 It’s reassuring to know Scugog’s got some of the ‘top sparkys’ in the 
province ready to help us in times of crisis.

DID YOU
KNOW?
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DID YOU
KNOW?

Business Beat

 David & Joanna Malcolm couldn’t be 
more proud of the business they started 
on the home farm 25 years ago as “Nestle-
ton Airtight Stove”, but sharing that flour-
ishing enterprise with their three oldest 
sons the last five years has allowed David 
to indulge himself in some flying lessons 
at the Greenbank Airport – an endeavour 
that he has always dreamed about.
 According to David, although the 
Over Ridge Fireplace and Grills store at 
170 Casimir in Port Perry does a thriving 
business, the overall operation is “more of 
a paper shuffle.”  David owns four stores 
himself with awesome managers, and has 
franchised out several locations with six 
running by the next generation.  With 15 
stores operating in small towns within an 
80-mile radius of Port Perry under the  
umbrella corporation, David admits that 
he runs one of the largest Napoleon dis-
tributorships in Canada.
 Several pivotal moves have brought 
him to where he is today.  From small 
beginnings during the 70s off-oil grants, 
he relocated several times around the 
Port Perry area before landing on Casimir 
Street.  “I only got turfed out of a lease 
once,” he boasts.  Although many years 
ago, he vowed from then on to buy the 
property for his locations.  Hence, the 
business has become more of a holding 
or property management company.  “It’s a 
very hands on business, and I’ve learned 
to enjoy the office side of the business.”
 Three new locations (Newmarket, 
Campbellford and Gananoque) are slated 
to open in the fall of 2006. 
 Since his sons got involved about 

five years ago, David has had more 
time to cultivate three locations in 
the Dominican Republic.  “They’re 
really only interested in barbeques 
and electric fireplaces down there,” 
explains David.  
 He spends one week a month on 
the island in order to supervise the 
Napoleon distributorship and a slowly 
emerging construction development 
business.
 With a total employment roster 
of 24 to man the day-to-day business, 
David can easily turn his attention 
to distant shores. He is in the process of 
building his second large home in the 
Dominican with wife, Joanna.  “She was 
never too interested in the business,” he 
says.  She loved art, nursing and raising 
their daughter Marley and the five boys.  
A 12 and 17-year old still live at home.
 “I take the same approach with co-
workers as I did with the kids,” David 
teases.  “Just hand them the ball and trust 
they’ll find something to hit it with.”  
 He tried to provide his children with 
the freedom to be unafraid to be creative 
“otherwise opportunities wouldn’t even 
present themselves.”  Money management 
was something they could learn later.
 “In a restaurant, the kids knew grow-
ing up that they could be adventurous and 
order anything as long as they ate it.  This 
taught them how to ask the questions of 
what they would expect to get.”
 Then 15 years ago on vacation in 
Hawaii, David tripped across his model for 
business and living.  In a small bookstore, 
he found a copy of a book by Richard 

Carlson that he still keeps 
on his desk.
 “It said you should not 
become attached to things 
which you have no control 
over the final word, but 
try as hard as you can to 
achieve,” he explains.  
 David knew instantly 
that he believed the phi-
losophy, but wondered why 
he wasn’t living it.  It was 
a C-change.  “It turned my 
life around,” he admits.  If 
you let those things go, you 
don’t ever set yourself up 
for failure.”
 Where friends and family 
– those most cherished in 
his life – are concerned, his 
philosophy has helped him 
escape his business mindset 
and balance a successful 
personal life equal to his 
business accomplishments.

By Barbara Hunt

NICHOLAS

KINGSLEY

JOSHUA

David Malcolm guides his 
business through 25 years

Joanna and David Malcolm
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Scarecrow Festival
 Residents and visitors strolling along 
Queen Street in Port Perry this 
month will will be greeted by  
numerous scarecrows. The Scugog  
Scarecrow Festival, presented by 
Meta4 Contemporary Craft Gallery, the 
BIA and other local sponsors will be taking 
place for the entire month.
 The Festival will feature dozens of col-
ourful scarecrows on public display 
throughout the month. The event is 
open to everyone, with categories for 
families, community groups and  
local businesses. 

Rotary Club 25th Anniversary
 The Port Perry Rotary Club will celebrate its 25th anniver-
sary at a Gala Evening to be held at Scugog Community Cen-
tre on Saturday, October 21, and are inviting the community 
to celebrate with them. Come early and enjoy cocktails at 5:30 
p.m. Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. Tickets for the gala 
event are $60 per person, and can be obtained by calling Kathy 
Chenier at 905-985-6282 or Roy Goodwin at 905-985-8162.

Borelians Open Theatre Season 

 With fall now officially upon us, the Borelians Community 
Theatre is preparing for its season opener with an October pro-
duction by Noel Coward called “Hay Fever.”
 Hay Fever captures the sophisticated wit of the era between 
the two world wars. It is a comedy of manners about the Bliss 
family, whose theatrical excesses torment a group of unsus-
pecting visitors.
 The Borelians’ production of Hay Fever is directed by  
Annette Stokes-Harris, who has appeared locally on stage with 
the Borelians in Auntie Mame (Vera Charles), and Dancing At 
Lughnasa (Chrissie). 
 Hay Fever will play at Town Hall 1873, starting at 8:00 p.m., 
Oct. 19 – 28. Tickets are available at Henshall’s, Port Perry.

Showcase Of The Arts
 Preparations are well underway for the second annual 
Showcase of the Arts which will take place this year from  
November 3 to 5 at the Scugog Community Centre.
 Members of Scugog Council for the Arts will be display-
ing an exquisite array of fine craft and fine art throughout the 
show. Beginning with a ‘First Night First Choice’ reception on 
Friday evening from 7 pm to 9 pm., the show continues Satur-
day and Sunday from 10 am to 5 pm.
 Visitors to this juried exhibition and sale will be enticed by 
lustrous jewellry, hand painted silk clothing and beautiful art 
dolls and much, much more. Artists will be on hand all week-
end to explain their materials and techniques. 
 Admission is $3 ($2 for SCA members) and parking is free. 
Light lunches and snacks will be available at the show. 
 For more information or to reserve your $15 ticket for open-
ing night ($10 for SCA members), please phone 905-985-7418.

Around Our Town
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Around Our Town Teen With A Need For Speed
 Those people who believe that youth and speed make a deadly 
combination haven’t met Jim Souch.  At age 15, Jim already holds 
several track records at the various configurations of the Mosport 
Karting Facility.  Jim is a consistent visitor to the podium in the two 
junior divisions where he races, Jr. Heavy where speeds reach 80 
km/hr and Jr. Rotax which peak at 130 km/hr. All this before he 
can even legally drive on the roads of Scugog.

 In his novice year of racing, 
Jim was named Junior Sportsman of 
the Year for both the Mosport and 
Toronto Kart Clubs, and the overall 
sportsman for Toronto’s Club. In his 
second year he again received this 
honour from Mosport Kart Club, 
something that has never happened 
back to back in the history of the club. 
His name was the last Novice Cham-
pion to grace the original trophy for 
the Toronto Kart Club that is now on 
display at the Automotive Museum in 
Toronto, the training ground for the 
likes of Paul Tracy, Scott Goodyear 

and Ron Fellows.
 As a Grade 10 student at Port 

Perry High School, Jim tries to leave room for other activities like 
tennis and golf, but the hectic race schedule takes him to such 
tracks as Barrie, Mosport, Goodwood and Hamilton, which some-
times interrupts his schooling.
 Jim’s father, Peter, who use to race Formula 2000 cars, his 
mom, Tracy and sisters Tara and Jen are his greatest supporters. 
“They are always there for me,” he says.  Although sponsors, Mari-
gold Ford, Jensen Trailers and All Seasons Home Improvements 
contribute to the team, Jim says that he’s always on the lookout for 
more sponsorship. Between karts and travel, the sport can become 
an expensive passion.
 This summer Jim spent several days at the Toronto Indy dem-
onstrating the sport with the Sunoco Ron Fellows Karting Series.  
“ In the past year, I’ve done a lot of demonstrations that let parents 
and kids see what karting is all about,” he says, “but driving on the 
Toronto Indy track was the most exciting”.
 Jim also attended the Bridgestone Racing Academy during his 
school vacation for a 3-day training session that consisted of intense 
classroom instruction followed by 2 1/2 days of fast paced racing in 
Formula 2000 cars.  This is the future that Jim is now aiming for. He 
has his sights set on winning an October 17th “shoot-out” in which 

the chosen top drivers from the school compete head-to-head for 
the prize of a full season of sponsored racing at the Formula 2000 
level.
 In 2007 he will move to a senior division with the Sunoco Ron 
Fellows Karting Championship. Jim hopes to achieve even greater 
success as he challenges many friends and competitors from all 
over Ontario and Quebec.

By Barbara Hunt

Jim Souch
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Howard Hall speaks
Continued from page 7

for the process. 
He candidly says, “at this time of the year you always think about 

it, especially if you don’t think things are running properly, or you 
feel there is a lack of leadership being shown by the incumbent.”

Mr. Hall doesn’t think that municipal politics have changed very 
much over the past decade. “There seems to be more problems 
and more demands, but a lot of the local issues haven’t changed,” 
he said, siting roads, sidewalks and high taxes as ongoing issues.

Taxes are always an issue and Mr. Hall said if he were mayor to-
day, trying to get the high taxes under control would be a priority. 

He doesn’t understand why, considering all of the building over 
the past decade, that tax rates continue to soar, unless the town-
ship is spending too much money on staffing, vehicles, parks, 
projects, etc.

Mr. Hall considers the estimated $2 million in casino revenues 
the township receives each year as “found money,” and feels it 
should be used on projects that would be of the most benefit to the 
majority of taxpayers.

A proponent of a new municipal office when he was mayor, he 
now wonders if the new facility needed to be so large and costly.

“There was no doubt we needed a new facility, but once again, 
build what you can afford, not what some architect or consultant 
thinks you need” he said.

Regarding the position of mayor, he said whether it is full or 
part time really depends on the mayor in office.

“In my term of office I was in a position to be a full-time mayor. I 
believe the job warrants someone who is available full-time and the 
salary warrants a full-time mayor,” he said.

Getting spending under control must be a priority of the new 
council, the former mayor said. “Cut out the frills, and provide the 
needs, not the wishes,” he said.

Mr. Hall is not happy with the new four-year term future coun-
cils will be faced with. “I don’t think it will improve the way council 
works, and in fact it could be dangerous,” he concluded.

He’s also concerned about what would happen if a special inter-
est group got into power for such a long time.

“Good planning can be done in a two or three year term,” he 
felt.

The former mayor urges anyone interested in politics to do their 
homework before jumping into the political ring.

He suggests they speak to elected and former officials, find out 
how demanding the job can be and the extent of committment re-
quired.

“Above all, be prepared to be on call 24/7,” he concluded.
By J.Peter Hvidsten

with all the amenities . . .
Luxury Apartment

Bright, large open concept 
one bedroom apartment, in 
downtown Port Perry, just 
steps from Palmer Park, 
Lake Scugog and one of 
Durham Region’s most  
exciting and popular shop-
ping districts.  

Conveniently located at  
188 Mary St., Port Perry.

For more information call

VALERIE EDEN
905-985-4427
905-985-0088
www.valerieeden.com

Scugog	Realty	Ltd.,	Realtor
144 Queen Street, Port Perry, Ont.

This 1,746 sq. ft. 
Apartment Features

• spacious rooms
• two washrooms  
• wood floors  
• ceramic tiles  
• vaulted ceilings  
• large kitchens  
• 5 new appliances
• private entrance
• free parking

 Karl Herder may not be a downtown businessman, but he certainly has 
the Halloween spirit when it comes to participating in this month’s Scare-
crow competition. Karl, who operates his construction and used car business 
from the Reach Industrial Park, has decorated his property with a number of 
scarecrows. Drop by to view some of his creativity.

Photo courtesy John Richardson



This attractive yellow brick house, located at  53 Perry St., Port Perry has been known for almost a  
century as the John A. Burnham House, although it wasn’t Mr. Burnham who built the home. 
 This property was first owned by Thomas Paxton from 1861 to 1877. Mr. Paxton moved from Whitby and 
commenced business here during the mid 1840s. 
 But it wasn’t Paxton who built the large brick home on this property. Mr. Paxton sold the property in 
December 1877 to Samuel Parrish, who resold it two months later to Thomas S. Corrigan, the owner of a  

local general merchandise business in 
the village. 
 Mr. Corrigan began construction 
of his home on this Perry St. property dur-
ing the spring of 1878, but over the next few 

months he must have run into financial diffi-
culties as the records indicate that there were at 
least six mechanic’s liens issued against the home 
in November 1878.   
      In January 1879 Mr. Corrigan sold the house to 

Charles Marsh, who owned it for only a few months 
before disposing of it to H.W. Darlington.
 In March 1880 Darlington sold the house to Sarah 
M. Burnham, first wife of Judge Zaccheus Burnham 
of Whitby. Following her death, Mrs. Burnham’s 

only son, John W. Burnham assumed ownership 
of the family residence and he lived there

Postmaster lived in historic 
Burnham home for 48 years

Interior picture of the Burnham’s living room/parlour at the turn
of the century.   At left, John W. Burnham as a young man.See Burnham on page 14....
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Continued from page 13 .... 

until he passed away in 1928 at 80 years of age.
 John Burnham was Clerk of the Division Court when he moved 
to Port Perry and held the position until his death, a period of 58 
years. About ten years after his arrival, in January 1881, he was  
appointed postmaster for the village of Port Perry and served 
in this position for 45 years. Reportedly, in all that time he never 
missed a day from duty through illness. 
 The house is another outstanding example of Victorian  
Italianate architecture.  Although not as large as the Cochrane 
Street examples, it still has many of the features of that design 
– the yellow brick, the generous eaves, the round topped windows 
and the tower over the front door.   
 In the Burnham house however, the features are somewhat 
less dramatic.  The tower has only two storeys in contrast with the 
more elaborate three and four storey examples elsewhere in the 
community and the roof brackets are noticeably absent from the 
Burnham house. Nevertheless the main body of the house, and 
particularly its Perry Street façade has been well preserved and it 
remains an excellent example of the era.  
 It is interesting to note that the tower faces Perry Street,  
impressing passersby, rather than taking advantage of the house’s 
commanding view over Lake Scugog.  
 In February 1967, after almost 77 years in the Burnham family,  
the house was sold outside the family to William G. Tripp, who 
converted the house into apartments.
 In 2001, the house changed hands once again, this time  

being purchased by a development consortium with plans to build 
condominiums on the property overlooking Lake Scugog. It is 
the intention of the new owners to incorporate the old Burnham 
House into their plans, preserving this historic home for future 
generations to enjoy.
 After a number of attempts to sell units in the condominium 
project, the plan was abandoned and the property sold to a Limited 
Co. in early 2006. The new owners are now working on a revised 
condo development plan, retaining the old Burnham house as part 
of the project.

The Burnham house was built in 1873 and is still an impressive 
looking building to this day.

This Old House...the Burnham residence

Here’s What People Are Saying About

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
in the magazine that

EVERYONE READS - COVER TO COVER

FOCUS
on Scugog

For more information regarding advertising call 
Tracy at 905-441-6252, or the Focus office at 905-448-2714

What	an	insiring	idea!	
Publishing a magazine 
that	promotes	positive	
news	in	the	community.

Congratulations	on	delivering	
a	publication	that	people	
actually	read.

Keep	 this	 marvelous	

catalyst	coming!
Love	your	magazine.	Great	job!	Keep	it	coming.

We	 enjoy	 reading	 Focus.	
It’s	a	great	magazine.

We’re	saving	every	issue	of	Focus	on	Scugog.	We	love	it!We	can’t	wait	for	the
next	issue!

I	enjoy	reading	it	cover	to	

cover.	 Very	 professional.	

My	hats	off	to	you!

Keep	inspiring!



 Prince Albert resident, Adam Connolly 
is blessed to have a fulfilling career to sup-
port his passion and great passion for his 
art – carving. 
 He started carving as a young boy back 
in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia and used to skin 
out dead birds he found on his forays into 
the woods. He kept them in his room until 
his mother protested. 
 By age 14, he studied taxidermy which 
he later augmented with two years of biolo-
gy at Dalhousie University, and fishery and 
wildlife technology at Sir Sandford Fleming 
in Lindsay, Ontario. 
 Between those two post-secondary insti-
tutions however, he studied in the forests of 
Nova Scotia where he fought forest fires for 
three years. “I got into nature in a different 
way with mapping and fire suppression,” he 
says. “It was great fun, but I gained a respect 
for fire from several brushes with death.”
 After graduation in 1987, Adam joined 
his brother, Greg who was a sound man for 
the band Rush. Adam enjoyed the staging 
work as a summer job, then found that the 
financial rewards and flexibility suited him 
and girlfriend, Angela as they prepared to 

marry. More importantly, it suited his ar-
tistic pursuits.
 Union work on rock concerts, operas 
and ballets allowed Adam to create his 
art, be it acrylic or watercolour paint-
ing or carving during the downtime or 
even work on pieces in the green room 
during shows like The Phantom of the  
Opera, on which he spent 10 years 
(that’s 2,200 performances).
 “The people were great, the work 
was fantastic and I’ve always been an 
artist, so working with the arts was 
the other side,” Adam explains. Any 
piece he fashioned at backstage sold 
long before completion. His fine eye 
for the details of nature make his crea-
tions much sought after.
 “I guess that technical knowledge 
from my education pours into the work,” 
he says. “It just opens different doors. It 
opened my mind and helped me become a 
better, more well-rounded person. 
 “It’s the reason I did this carving,” says 
Adam stretching his arm towards the ash 
tree that he transformed into a giant osprey 
nest. “I wanted to give back.” 

 Adam attributes his evolu-
tion from “the kind of person 
who took whatever was of-
fered” into who he is today to 
his wife of 17 years, Angela. 
“She made me aware of who 
I am and what I have to do to 
make a better life.”
    It was Angela, he says who 
took the initiative two years 
ago to secure the tree for 
Adam to carve into Second 
Life’s first large project, “The 
Scout” – a piece that some in 
the community like to call a 
monument to the arts in Port 
Perry.
  Adam bemoans the se-
vere lack of sponsorship for 
projects such as his. He is 
grateful for the support of 
Canadian Tire Corporation 

with tools and stain and the generosity of 
Glen Evans at Port Perry Auto Glass who is 
both supplying a sign and challenging other 
businesses to match his $100 contribution 
to Adam’s 192 hours of work.
 “If people bought art, then I could 
stay at home and manufacture more, but 
what do you do while raising a family?” he 
ponders. 
 Adam’s other life backstage also enrich-
es his musical passion. “When I can talk to 
artists like Ron Woods, Pete Townsend or 
Roger Waters of Pink Floyd, it’s all good,” 
he says. 
 Sons Mitchell, 14 and Liam, 11 are bud-
ding musicians. Even daughter, Alexandra, 
17 who is more interested in law, flourish-
es in “the music we try to generate in the 
household.”
 The community has also been so sup-
portive, says Adam. Older people occasion-
ally stopped their vehicles right on Queen 
Street to comment. Drivers would honk 
and wave. One lady passing by stopped and 
gave him a hug and kiss. “That’s what it’s all 
about,” he says. 

See ‘The Scout’ on page 21

Adam Connolly’s impressive tree sculpture, aptly named “Scout” was officially 
dedicated	to	the	community	on	September	30.	Mr.	Connolly	has	been	working	
on	the	sculpture,	located	at	the	corner	of	Queen	and	Cochrane,	for	the	past	few	
months. A reception to meet the artist followed at the Scugog Municipal Office. 
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				 	 	Scout
Local artist breathes new
life into 150 year old tree 

Adam Connolly and Mayor Marilyn Pearce with the plaque unveiled 
during the official commemoration of “Scout” on Sept. 30, 2006.
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Judy has heart of gold
 

     
       only took Judy Anderson ten 
years to make her mark on Port Perry, and 
she’s made such an impact that she was 
honoured on Canada Day by being named 
Scugog’s “Citizen of the Year” by the Port 
Perry Star.
 Judy cites her former neighbour, Her-
bie Jones as instrumental in familiarizing 
her with her new surroundings when she 
and husband, Gary Stone first moved to 
Prince Albert in the summer of 1996.  “He 
used to sit on his porch across the street 
and watch the comings and goings,” she 
says. “Herbie knew everyone because he’d 
lived here all his life.”
 After the move to Prince Albert, her 
sons Jackson, 14,  and Michael, 11, settled 
into local schools and activities and she 
continued to teach for five more years with 
the Toronto School Board. 

     Her new-found friend, Herbie, was 
one of the neighbours who provided rides 

for Judy, as she worked on getting her 
driving lessons throughout the winter. 
     Now, in post-retirement she 
continues to supply teach in  

Scarborough schools several days  
a week. “One of these days, I’d 
love to switch to the Durham 
Board and work closer to home, 
but I haven’t had time to make 
that happen,” she jokes.
      Judy got involved early on 
with the Port Perry Community 
Nursing Home when they moved 

Gary’s father here from Pickering 
and later her mother from Toronto. 

 “I started singing at one of the 
functions and the rest is history,” she 

says with a chuckle. “Now the nursing 
home calendar is how I run my life.” She 
points to the piece of paper stuck to her 
fridge.”
 Judy took up lawn bowling with her 
mother, and then started curling. It wasn’t 
long after that she found herself recruited 
to organize the bonspiel.
 Never one to sit still, she next found 
her way to the Scugog Choral Society 
where Michelle Jones suggested she’d 
make a good librarian.
 Like every busy person, Judy seems to 
migrate to the top of the organizations that 
she joins.  After a year she became second 
vice-president of the Choral Society and 
then served a term as president. 
 In addition she is the liaison with the 
manager of the Choral Delites, involved in 
corporate sponsorship fundraising for the 

Choral Society and acts as a zone leader for 
the Heart and Stroke Society in Port Perry 
under the guidance of Dorothy Gibson.
 “I’ve found that if we can recruit some 
young people to help out, it makes all the 
difference in the world,” Judy explains.  
The Heart and Stroke committee has 
worked with one student in Blackstock 
and one student in Caesarea to expand its 
canvassing area. 
 “I’ve worked several job fairs at the 
high school and built a connection with 
students,” she says. This also served to 
introduce her to Rory Snider-McGrath at 
Port Perry High, a wonderful resource.
 Judy also plays with the North Durham 
Millennium Band, serves as percussionist 
with the Uxbridge Community Concert 
Band and has joined the Alec Ingram Band 
in concert this summer playing at the 
gazebo in Palmer Park. 
 “Aside from all this, there are little 
things I’d love to do – like exercise more, 
but I haven’t figured out how to fit it in,” 
she says. “And then, I’m fortunate that my 
husband is so supportive.” 
 Judy took a small step this past  
winter by purchasing a pair of ice skates. 
Although she might have trouble getting 
ice time at the arena this coming year, she 
is looking forward to getting a pool in the 
community because she loves to swim.
 It’s easy to see how Judy Anderson  
has slipped into the hearts of our com-
munity through her genuine efforts and 
dedicated volunteer work with local people 
and organizations.

By Barbara Hunt

It

Citizen of the Year 
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Judy has heart of gold

Moffatt has no regrets
Continued from page 7

On the downside, Mr. Moffatt says his greatest regret was not 
being able to convince Queen’s Park to eliminate the downloading 
to the municipalities.  “This has been very costly to us,” he stated.

With regards to running for municipal office again, he said he 
has thought about it but never too seriously. 

“I have no regrets on not running again. I thoroughly enjoyed 
my nine years as an elected official and look back over those years 
with particular pride.” 

 Mr. Moffatt doesn’t think that there are any major differences 
in Municipal politics today, although he speculates it’s probably eas-
ier to discuss municipal issues with Queen’s Park and get results.

Recognizing the importance of the revenues the township  
receives from the Blue Heron Casino, he suggests he’d like to see a 
portion of those revenues go into a Heritage Investment Fund.

“This could be invested for a 10 or 15 year period and kept intact 
so that the interest from revenues could be used for projects that fit 
into the “I’d like to” category and not the “I have to” category.”

Mr. Moffatt was mayor when the decision to go ahead with a 
new municipal office was made, and although it was not completed 
during his term, he feels the new structure is a credit to the munici-
pality, the taxpayers and the staff.

When asked if he thought the postion of mayor was a full-time 
job, he explained there are so many meetings at the community, 
municipal and regional levels that you have to attend if you want 
to do your job properly. “The job always seemed to be full time al-
though it shouldn’t for a municipality of 25,000,” he said.

In the opinion of the former mayor, the township’s most press-
ing issue is to defend its Official Plan, particularly as it applies to the 
current issue of commercial development.

“We put a lot of money into developing an Official Plan and 
it should be adhered to.  I see no reason why, when the OP says 
250,000 square feet of commercial space to the west of town, that 
we should even enter into a discussion about increasing the square 
footage.” “The Official Plan is clear.  Case closed,” he stated.

Mr. Moffatt is not a fan of extending the current three year term 
for muncipal councils to four years, and worries if an incompetent 
person was elected that four years would be a long time to deal with 
that representative.

Offering a word of advice to prospective candidates, the former 
mayor says he feels the key to success in public office is to talk with 
the members of the public as much as possible and to listen to what 
they have to say.  “The emphasis here is on listening,” he says.

“I think that it is truly important to enjoy meeting the public.  
Our descendants will only respect us if we have shown that we have 
been willing to work long and hard with all the issues which arise,” 
he concluded.
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 Watching a movie being shot in your 
home town is always exciting, but it’s 
even more so when one of the producers 
is home-grown.
 Jim Jackman, 37, was born and raised 
in Port Perry and returned recently as 
a line-producer for a new series of films 
called Roxy Hunter. In the movie, Port 
Perry is transformed into the small U.S. 
town of Serenity Falls.
 Jim says he was quite surprised when 
producers were looking for a location to 
shoot Roxy Hunter and they asked him 
what he thought of Port Perry. 
 Of course he took delight in telling 
them it was his home town. Not long after 
the decision was made to use the town as 
the background for the series.
 So it was for five days in August, Port 
Perry became the set for parts of two 
movies - Roxy Hunter and the Mystery of 
the Moody Ghost and Roxy Hunter and the 

Secret of the Shaman, with shooting tak-
ing place in the downtown, nursing home 
and gazebo at the lakefront.
 After completing Port Perry High 
School in 1988, Jim headed off to pursue 
his education and eventually a budding 
career in the film industry.
 His first break came when he was 
hired as a production assistant on the 
film Earth’s Final Conflict. From there 
he became an associate producer on  
DeGrassi Next Generation and Instant 
Star, two television shows which are still 
being aired on CTV.
 Looking for a career change, he ac-
cepted a job at Aircraft Pictures in June 
this year, which led him to being back 
in his old home town on the set of Roxy 
Hunter last month.
 While in town, Jim stayed with his 
mother Jean Culp, and visited a number 
of relatives and friends.

Jim Jackman returns home to
Port Perry to produce movie

Jim Jackman on the set of Roxy Hunter

Lights, Camera, Action
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Thumbs Up	to	Scugog	councillors	for	voting	to	hold	the	
cap	for	the	proposed	Walmart,	coming	in	the	near	future	
to	Hwy.	7A.	We	think	it’s	a	good,	and	brave,	decision;	
brave	in	that	Walmart	usually	gets	what	they	want.	We	
agree	more	homework	is	essential.

	
Thumbs Down	on	 the	very	 thought	of	Smart!Centres	contest-
ing	 the	 ruling	before	 the	OMB,	although	 that	 is	where	 these	
massive	companies	shine.	The	OMB	could	be	said	to	
be	hugely	responsible	for	the	sad	state	many	Ontario	
towns	are	in	due	to	rampant	commercialization,	mas-
sive	housing	developments,	and	dying	downtowns.
	

Thumbs Up	to	Scugog	Townships’	recent	award	in	the	
Ontario	 Communities	 in	 Bloom	 Competition.	As	 well	
as	earning	5	blooms,	we	also	won	the	most	improved	
community	in	the	province.	We	always	knew	we	were	
pretty.

	
Thumbs Down	 to	 leaf	 blower	 owners	 who	 insist	 on	 clearing	
the	leaves	on	their	property	onto	the	roadway.	We	watched	at	
least	four	homeowners	last	week	merrily	blowing	their		
debris	onto	 the	road	and	 tried	not	 to	 laugh	 the	next	
day	when	high	winds	blew	most	of	 the	 leaves	 right	
back where they started. Unfortunately, they just fired 
up	their	machines	and	repeated	the	process.
	
Thumbs Down	 continues	 for	 Scugog	 Transit.	 Their	 ridership	
numbers	are	up	now	to	108	people	per	month,	which	equates
to	 approximately	 three	 and	 a	 half	 people	 per	 day.		
If	 student	 ridership	 numbers	 are	 up,	 it	 stands	 to		
reason	that	someone	should	quickly	create	a	route	to	
Durham	College	and	serve	these	riders.	A	no-brainer	
that	needs	no	further	study.
	

Thumbs Up to Mayor Marilyn Pearce for suggesting 
the	township	should	look	into	having	a	‘real	person’	to	
answer the phones at the township office during work-
ing	hours.	We,	the	public,	would	welcome	a	real,	live	
person	in	this	era	of	excessive	automation.	Maybe	they	

would	start	a	new	‘backward’	trend	by	embracing	human	con-
tact	again.	We	vote	yes!

Thumbs Down	to	Tim	Horton’s	for	trying	to	make	its	customers	
even	fatter	than	they	already	are.	We’re	getting	tired	of	
having	to	answer	“NO”	each	time	they	suggest	we	try	
one of their new donuts, muffins or cookies. If I really 
wanted	more	than	a	coffee	when	I	place	my	order...	I’d	
say so.  Please, just give me my coffee!

Thumbs Up	to	all	the	people	of	Scugog	Township	who	
read	Focus On Scugog	each	month	and	stop	to	tell	us	
how	 much	 you	 enjoy	 it.	 We	 are	 truly	 grateful	 for	 the	
spontaneous	reception	we’ve	received...	but	don’t	stop,	
your	comments	just	make	us	want	to	work	harder!

A column devoted to recognizing events 
and decisions affecting the residents of 
Scugog Township, and rating them with 

a “Thumbs Up, or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs  Don Chase, one of Canada’s most not-
ed native artists brings his show ‘Lumin-
essence’ to the Kent Farndale Gallery, at 
Scugog  Public Library later this month.
 Mr. Chase creates his pieces at his 
Brooklin, Ont. studio, and experiments in 
a number of different mediums.
 His passion for the fine arts was fuelled 
through his business career in the graph-
ics arts industry, where he started to ex-
periment with different media, from oil 
and acrylic painting, epoxy sculptures and 

bronze repro-
ductions to 
his dramatic cast paper sculptures.
 No matter what medium Don 
chooses to work with, the result is 
always a unique example of modern 
art at its finest.
 Always in demand, his talents 
keep him busy displaying his unique 
creations at art shows across On-
tario.
 Don’t miss this exciting show at 
the Kent Farndale Gallery from Oc-
tober 28 to November 22, 2006.

The art of Don Chase to be 
featured at Farndale Gallery

Artist Don Chase

    The Borelians Community Theatre is pleased to announce that 
tickets are now available for the 2006-07 Subscription Series.
 The local theatre group promises something for every theatre 
goer - comedy, drama, classic and contemporary in its new lineup. 
All productions will take place at the popular and comfortable Town 
Hall 1873, Port Perry.
 Productions include Hay Fever by Noel Coward, followed by 
The Miracle Worker by William Gibson (Feb. 2007), and Murder 
at Thade Mansion, an original Canadian who-done-it by Dave Ellis 
(May 2007). 
 Subscriptions for the three plays are on sale for $45 until  
October 28, 2006. Tickets are available at www.starticketing.com or 
toll free at 1-866-808-2006. For more information on the Borelians 
Community Theatre visit www.borelians.org.

Theatre season set to go
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Scugog Exposed

	 Town	officials	hoping	to	control	and	regulate	morality	and	other	
public	issues	passed	a	number	of	bylaws.	A	few	are	summarized	
here	to	show	the	extent	the	town	fathers	went	to	
keep	the	town	lawful,	moral	and	safe.

* No	person	shall	post	any	indecent	signs,	
writings	or	pictures,	or	write	any	indecent	word	or	
make	any	indecent	picture	or	drawing	on	any	wall,	
fence,	street	or	public	place	within	this	corporation.

* No	person	shall	be	drunk,	or	disorderly	or	
profanely	swear	or	use	obscene	blasphemous	or	
grossly	insulting	language,	or	commit	any	other	
immorality	or	indecency	within	this	corporation.

* No	person	shall	keep	any	disorderly	house	or	
house	of	ill-fame	within	this	corporation.

* No	person	shall	keep	any	gambling	house	or	
have	any	farobank,	rouge	et	noir,	roulette	table	or	other	device	for	
gambling	within	this	corporation.	It	shall	be	lawful	for	any	constable	
or	other	peace	officer	or	citizen	to	seize	and	destroy	any	farobank,	
rouge	et	noir,	roulette	table	or	other	device	for	gambling	found	
within	this	corporation.

* No	person	shall	injure	or	destroy	nor	tie	any	horse	to	any	lamp	
post,	tree	or	shrub	planted	or	preserved	for	shade	or	ornament	
upon	any	street	in	this	municipality.

* No	person	shall	publicly	expose	his	person	or	make	any	other	
indecent	exhibition	within	this	corporation.

* No	person	shall	bathe	or	wash	the	person	in	the	water	of	Lake	
Scugog	fronting	on	the	limits	of	this	corporation	between	the	hours	
of	seven	o’clock	in	the	forenoon	and	nine	o’clock	in	the	afternoon.

* No	person	shall	throw	any	dirt,	filth,	carcasses	of	animals	or	
rubbish	on	any	street,	road,	lane	or	highway	of	this	municipality.

* No	person	shall	race	or	speed	
any	horse	on	any	street	within	this	
corporation.

* No	person	shall	pull	down,	or	
deface	any	sign,	board	or	written	
notice	lawfully	affixed	within	this	
municipality.

* No	person	shall	erect	or	
operate	any	slaughter	house	
within	this	municipality	that	shall	
be	within	forty	feet	of	any	public	
street	or	dwelling	house	within	the	

municipality.

* No	person	shall	ring	any	bells,	blow	any	horn,	or	shout	or	
make	any	other	unusual	noise	or	noises	calculated	to	disturb	the	
inhabitants	in	any	street	or	public	place	within	this	municipality.

* No	person	shall	fire	any	gun	or	other	fire	arm,	nor	fire,	nor	set	
off	any	fire	ball,	squirt,	cracker	or	fireworks	in	any	street,	road,	lane	
or	alley	within	this	corporation.

* No	child	shall	ride	on	the	platform	of	any	car	or	behind	any	
wagon,	sleigh	or	other	vehicle	and	no	person	in	charge	of	any	such	
vehicles	shall	suffer	or	permit	any	child	to	ride	behind	the	same.

* No	person	shall	allow	any	horse,	bull,	swine,	sheep,	goat,	
cattle	or	poultry	to	run	at	large	in	the	village.	Milk	cows	are	allowed	
to	graze	along	the	streets	from	7	a.m.	to	8	p.m.	from	May	1st	to	
December	1st	each	year.

Bylaws regulate unlawful acts in Port Perry

 A bylaw can be explained simply as a rule or law created 

by municipal authorities to regulate the affairs of the corpora-

tion and the residents within the boundaries of the village.

 The residents of Port Perry were for the most part a law-

abiding bunch, but it could be argued it was due to the strict 

bylaws which regulated many of the everyday activities with-

in the community.

 When Port Perry separated from Reach Township in 

1872, one of the first jobs of the new council was to create ap-

propriate bylaws to regulate everything from paying taxes to 

spitting on the sidewalk.

 More than 200 bylaws were in force when the great fire of 

July 4, 1884 struck the village, destroying all of the corpora-

tions’ papers, including its bylaws and assessment rolls.

 Immediately following the fire, Port Perry councillors 

convened and began the arduous chore of re-writing the by-

laws and creating new ones.

 Wasting no time, just five days after the disastrous fire, 

council passed a strict bylaw regulating and restricting mate-

rials which could be used for the construction of new build-

ings.
 While there were many serious bylaws, below are sam-

ples of excerpts from some of the more unusual and humor-

ous bylaws passed during 1884 regulating moral standards 

and unlawful acts within the Village of Port Perry.

It’s The Law
 The second instance of re-writ-
ing bylaws occurred in 1974, when 
the townships of Cartwright, Scu-
gog Island and Reach, along with 
the Village of Port Perry were 
amalgamated to form the new 
Township of Scugog.
 In a recent interview with  
Lawrence Malcolm, who was elect-
ed as Scugog’s first Mayor in the 
fall of 1974, he recalled vividly the 
enormous task the new council and 
staff faced uniting the bylaws of the 
four municipalities into one. 
 Mr. Malcolm recalled when he 
and then clerk, Neil Brodie spent 
countless hours going over the estimated 5,000 bylaws from the 
four townships. They eliminated outdated bylaws, then merged 
the others and submitted them to council for approval.
 “If the councillors didn’t like the way they were worded, we’d 
take them back, write them up and submit them for approval 
again,” he said. 
 The entire process took about a year and a half, and Mr.  
Malcolm felt this task was one of the most important jobs the first 
council completed during it’s term of office.

Lawrence Malcolm - First Mayor of 
the Township of Scugog, 1974

Re-writing bylaws
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 Continued from page 15
 One neighbour living at the 
corner of Queen and Cochrane 
Streets took daily photographs 
for Adam’s portfolio. “Being 
here for six weeks, you get to 
know the people; become vis-
ible in the community unlike 
most artists who are hidden 
away,” he explains.
 Unfortunately, the large 
piece has taken time away 
from preparations for the 2006 
Canadian Carving Competi-
tion in Midland and the Ward 
Foundation’s World Carving 
Championship in Maryland, 
but Adam hopes to have time 
to complete pieces for April 
2007.
 He has procured some 
projects, like a totem pole, 
from this higher visibility. His 
work can be seen at Native 
Focus in town, Gallery on the 
Lake in Buckhorn, The Hills-
dale Gallery in Huntsville and 
at the Deerhurst Resort.
 When asked about the 
longevity of the piece, Adam 
replies that the wood is 150 
years old and it’s anyone’s 
guess – five, ten, twenty, fifty 
years? 
 “Oil would turn black due 
to the breakdown of the veg-
etable base, so I stained it with 
Olympic Maximum Honey 
Gold. That’s three years of 
guaranteed resistance to mil-
dew and UV damage. In three 
years, I’ll revisit the issue and 
recoat.”
 Nancy Smith speaks for 
many as she shepherds stu-
dents past “The Scout” on her 
way back to Port Perry High 
School, “Congratulations, it’s 
a beautiful piece of work!”

By Barbara Hunt

Connolly’s 
carving 

‘Scout’  is
unveiled

Sept. 30th
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P Renovations	were	completed	and	Scugog’s	adminis-
trator and staff, along with the bylaw officer moved into 
their new offices at 208 North Street. Pictured above, 
from	 left,	Wendy	Bourgeois,	Earl	Cuddie,	Kim	Coates,		
Dianne	Knutson	and	Bill	Henshall.

P Ken	 Jackson,	 owner	 of	 Mother	 Jackson’s	 Open		
Kitchens	unveiled	plans	for	a	major	expansion	of	its	Sim-
coe	St.	 plant.	When	completed	 they	will	 hire	about	50	
more	employees.

P Bill Barr stepped down as chairman of the Palmer Park 
bandshell	after	three	years	service	to	the	community.

P The region has finished construction and the moving 
of the Chalk Lake water spring. There are now five out-
lets at the new location for which to fill containers.

P Two Toronto area men, out for a day of fishing, drowned 
in	Lake	Scugog	when	their	small	boat	capsized.

P Jason Dawson, 14, of Prince Albert received the 
highest	award	in	Scouting,	the	Chief	Scout	Award,	from	
Mayor	Howard	Hall.

P The	badly	decomposed	body	of	a	man	was	found	by	
Scugog	 Island	 resident	 Jack	 Kane	 as	 he	 was	 walking	
along	the	ditches	of	the	Ghost	Road	in	search	of	bottles.

P Durham	College	teachers	commenced	their	third	week	
of	strike	action,	cancelling	classes	for	110,000	students.

THE YEAR WAS - OCTOBER 1989

 Gilbert Kee and Kathy Perna of Port Perry were hosts to mem-
bers of the Viper Club of Ontario at their home last month. Mr. 
Kee has owned his Viper for the past three years and drives it 
daily, back and forth to work during the summer.
 Ten of the high powered, sleek cars, each valued at more than 
$120,000, cruised into their Scugog home, to attend a picnic and 
spend the day visiting.
 VCO president Nabil Afafat told Focus the club has more than 
70 members across the province, and throughout the summer 
they organize events including wine tours, racing and charity 
events.  VCO is part of the 5,000 strong Viper Club of America.

Viper owners in Scugog
Kathy Perna and Gilbert Kee with their Chrysler Viper

ContraCtors - Builders

renovators - Handymen

Assortment of used 
construction items.

FOR SALE
	 	 •	Solid	Core	Doors	with	steel	frames	

	 	 •	Schlage	entry	sets	and	hinges
	 	 •	Cabinets,	vanities,	shelving	etc.
	 	 •	Fire	dampers	
	 	 •	Framed	windows
	 	 •	Assortment	of	odds	and	ends

All items can be viewed
by appointment at

188 MARY STREET - PORT PERRY
After October 10, 2006

Call 905-449-6690 to see items
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 For organizer Elizabeth McArthur,  
Terry’s Team members, and the 424 regis-
tered participants in this year’s Terry Fox 
Run, the day couldn’t have been better.
 The enthusiastic group jammed the 
lakefront in front of the Rotary Gazebo for a 
pep-talk, and light exercise before heading 
out under lightly overcast skies for the 26th 
annual Terry Fox Run in Port Perry.
 Participants ran, walked, rode bicycles 
and even ventured out in wheelchairs from 
the start on Water St., to take part in the 

annual cancer run, and in doing so raised 
an estimated $22,557 for cancer research. 
Final figures won’t be known until records 
are finalized by the Terry Fox Foundation, 
but Ms. McArthur expects that number will 
increase by about $2,000 or more.
 In addition to the local run, a number of 
Scugog schools also hold Terry Fox runs, 
which traditionally bring equal, or more 
pledges than the community event. 
 Ms. McArthur expects Scugog’s final 
contribution to be in excess of $45,000. 

 To date, not counting the 2006 funds, 
the Port Perry Terry Fox Run has raised 
$296,274.19 through the efforts of the local 
organization.
 While the numbers this year were slight-
ly lower than last year’s 25th Anniversary 
Terry Fox Run, at which 528 registered, 
organizers say they were very pleased with 
the turnout in September.
 “The number registered was very con-
sistent with past years. We have a good core 
group,” Ms. McArthur concluded.

Organizer Elizabeth McArthur with 
Terry’s Team member Mary Holt.

Terry’s Run Raises $22,557
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     A look at some of the many events       in and around Scugog Township

 What’s Up Scugog? 
Focus On Scugog wants to keep you informed about the events and 
activities throughout the township. Here is a listing of some of the 
many events. We welcome listings of public events from non-profit 
groups and organizations for Scugog Township. Send a brief descrip-
tion of your event by email to focus@observerpub.ca today. Deadline 
for the next issue of Focus On Scugog is October 25, 2006.

October 13, 2006 - Scugog Spinners Show
The	Scugog	Shores	Spinners	and	Weavers	Guild	will	hold	their	an-
nual Show and Sale on Friday, October 13, 1 - 8 p.m. at the Prince Al-
bert	Community	Hall.	See	baskets,	pottery	watercolours	and	more.

October 14, 15, 2006 - Port Perry Antique Show and Sale
The 12th annual Port Perry Antique Show and Sale being held Oc-
tober 14 & 15 2006 at the Port Perry High School will feature 42 se-
lected	dealers	from	across	Ontario.	If	you	are	looking	for	that	special	
antique,	this	is	the	show	you	can’t	afford	to	miss.	Come	early	to	the	
show, then plan to spend time touring wonderful Victorian style Port 
Perry. For information call 905-985-8840 or ronsan@powergate.ca.

October 19-21, 26-28, 2006 - Borelians “Hay Fever”
Borelians	Community	Theatre	presents	“Hay	Fever”	by	Noel	Coward,	
a	comedy	about	a	family	whose	theatrical	excesses	torment	a	group	
of	unsuspecting	visitors.		Tickets	at	www.starticketing.com.	For	more	
information	visit	the	Borielians	web	site	at	www.borelians.org.

October 16 - Martial Arts Open House
Open	House	at	H.B.K.	Martial	Arts	&	Wellness	Centre.	All	ages	wel-
come	to	attend.	Meet	some	instructors	and	ask	questions	about	class	
times,different	martial	arts	taught	and	just	get	a	feel	for	what	goes	on	
in a traditional dojo. Time 7:00 p.m. 15258 Simcoe St., Port Perry.

October 28, 2006 - Stores For All Hallows Eve
Dianne	Chandler	presents	“Candlelight	and	Magic.”	Storytellers	and	
Musicians from Durham and beyond at The Piano Café. Reserva-
tions call The Piano Café at 905-982-0707.

October 29, 2006 - St. John’s Ambulance Course
Offered in Port Perry. Emergency First Aid and Heartsaver CPR, 
treatment	 of	 cardiac	 emergencies,	 choking,	 wounds,	 burns,	 etc.	
Course fee $70. Pre-registration is required. Call 905-434-7800.  

November 4, 5, 2006 - Showcase of the Arts
To	 be	 held	 at	 the	 Scugog	 Community	 Recreation	 Centre	 -	 featur-
ing superb fine craft and fine art. Rub shoulders with 25 talented 
local	artisans	and	see	them	at	work!	The	SCA	and	the	Township	of		
Scugog	present	this	show;	proceeds	will	be	used	to	foster	the	arts	in	
our	community.	Come,	see,	enjoy,	learn	and	buy.

November 14, 2006 - Fall Lecture Series
Lake	Scugog	Historical	Society	presents	the	third	speaker	of	its	Fall	
Lecture	Series	focusing	on	Canadian	historical	writers.	Ron	Brown,	
popular	author	of	a	dozen	books	about	Ontario’s	vanishing	past,	in-
cluding	Ghost Towns of Ontario will speak at St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church, Port Perry on Tuesday, November 14, at 7:30 p.m.



     A look at some of the many events       in and around Scugog Township

 What’s Up Scugog? 

PIONEER DAYS
at Scugog Shores Museum
	 The	grounds	of	Scugog	Shores	Museum	Village	were	buzzing	at	
the annual Pioneer Fall Fair held September 24. Hundreds of area 
residents flocked to the museum grounds to see a variety of pioneer 
displays	and	demonstrations.
	 The	always	popular	Military	Re-enactors	Society	demonstrated	
the	ways	of	pioneers	from	the	1812	era,	including	soldiers	in	period	
uniform	marching	and	shooting	muskets.
	 There	 were	 dozens	 of	 other	 displays,	 like	 soap	 making,	 apple	
cider	 press	 demonstrations,	 birch	 bark	 canoe	 construction	 and		
pottery	making	throughout	the	afternoon.
 Pictured on this page, clockwise from top left: Steve Bevis, of 

Port Perry learning about swords from Private Malcolm Wootton of 
the	 Incorporated	 Militia	 of	 Upper	 Canada.	 Upper	 centre,	 Brianna	
Rozema,	6,	 learning	how	to	make	pottery	on	a	wheel,	and	upper	
right, Peter Wokral, Chairman of Heritage Scugog learning about 
birch	bark	canoe	making	from	museum	volunteer	Dan	Denby.
	 Bottom	 left,	 Taylor	 Bevis,	 7,	 watches	 volunteer	 woodcarver	
Gerry	 Vanderby	 carving.	 Bottom	 centre,	 Katrian	 Reynolds	 uses		
two	hands	to	turn	a	crank	while	making	rope.	Bottom	right,	Corpo-
ral	Timothy	Avery	of	the	IMUC	preparing	his	musket	for	a	shooting	
demonstration.

Photos by J.P. Hvidsten
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	 	 													emembrance	Day	will	be
	 	 													observed	in	Port	Perry	this
	 	 	 	Saturday,	November	11,	
	 	 	 			just	as	it	will	in	hundreds	of
	 	 											 	 	 	 cities,	 towns	 and	 hamlets	
across	this	great	country	of	ours.
	 With	more	than	40	of	Canada’s	young	men	
and	 women	 losing	 their	 lives	 in	 the	 war	 in	
Afghanistan	over	the	past	few	months,	perhaps	
Canadians	should	re-evalute	the	importance	of	
Remembrance	Day.	
	 Let’s	 stop	 for	 a	 few	 minutes	 to	 recognize	
the supreme sacrifices of our young Canadian 
soldiers.	Men	and	women	who	have	given	their	
lives,	to	keep	this	country	and	other	parts	of	the	
world	safe	and	free.
	 Over	 the	 past	 few	 decades	 we’ve	 been	
witness	 to	 dwindlng	 attendances	 at	 the	
local	 Remembrance	 Day	 ceremonies.	 This	
complacency	 and	 lack	 of	 interest	 could	 be	
partially	explained	by	the	60	year	gap	since	the	
end	of	World	War	II,	but	that’s	a	poor	excuse.
	 It’s	important	every	new	generation	is	taught	
about	the	horrors	of	war	and	how	important	it	is	
to	honour	our	fallen	each	year.	
	 Today,	there	are	very	few	veterans	remaining	
to	march	to	the	local	cenotaph	to	pay	homage	
to	their	commrades.
	 This	year,	we	encourage	Scugog	residents	to	
take	a	few	minutes	out	of	their	busy	schedules	
to	attend	the	local	service	of	remembrance	at	
the municipal office on Nov. 11.

	 You	 can	 be	 sure,	 the	 vets	 will	 appreciate	
your	attendance.
	 It’s	the	least	we	can	do.	

~
	 The	 switch	 from	 casting	 ballots	 at	 polling	
booths	 on	 election	 day,	 to	 voting	 by	 mail	
statistically	may	have	proven	successful,	but	in	
the	long	run	may	prove	to	be	a	bad	choice.
	 In	our	opinion,	voting	by	mail	 removes	 the	
electorate	 one	 step	 further	 from	 the	 election	
process	and	eventually	this	arms-length	way	of	
casting	a	ballot	will	be	 responsible	 for	poorer	
turnouts	than	traditional	voting	methods.
	 On	paper,	one	would	think	that	voting	by	mail	
would	entice	more	people	to	vote,	but	confusing	
instructions	often	deter	many	traditional	voters.	
And	we	all	 know,	 it’s	 the	older	 residents	who	
are	most	dedicated	to	the	process	of	casting	a	
ballot	on	election	day.	
	 Gone	 are	 the	 days	 of	 exciting	 election	
campaigns, when halls were filled to capacity 
to nominate candidates, and then filled again 
to	listen	to	the	candidate’s	platforms.
	 Fewer	 and	 fewer	 people	 are	 attending		
forums	 to	 meet	 and	 listen	 to	 the	 candidates,	
and	 to	 watch	 the	 ‘voting	 results’	 as	 they	 are	
tabulated	on	election	night.
	 One	has	to	ask	if	the	reason	is	complacency,	
or	have	we	created	an	impersonal	system?	
	 We	vote	 for	 the	 return	 to	casting	ballots	 in	
person	at	polling	booths.	Voting	by	mail	should	
be	an	option,	not	the	only	choice.
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Giant Rotary Donation

	 The	Rotary	Club	of	Port	Perry	made	a	generous	donation	of	$60,000	to	Port	Perry	Hospital	during	their	25th	
Anniversary celebrations on Oct. 21, the first installment of the club’s $100,000 pledge to the hospital. Diana 
Chambers,	president	of	the	Hospital	Foundation	(far	left),	is	seen	here	accepting	the	giant	cheque	from	Rotary	
President	Kathryn	Chenier,	Jim	Grieve,	Bob	Allin	and	other	members	of	the	local	club.		See	Rotary	on	page	23.
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    number of Port Perry High 
School graduates have succeeded in mak-
ing their names known across the country. 

George Cope has frequently made the 
headlines and last January he grabbed 
them again when he switched from being 
the CEO of Telus Mobility to become the 
President and Chief Operating Officer of 
Bell Canada.

Prior to his move to Telus he had been 
CEO of Clearnet, a company that he had 
helped to establish in 1987.

George graduated from Port Perry High 
school in 1981 and attended the University 
of Western Ontario where he obtained his 
degree in business. 

His career at PPHS was marked with 
many highlights including being the  
starting center of the PPHS Senior Boys’ 
basketball teams on its journey to the 
All Ontario Championships. He was also 
President of the Student Council and won 
the Most Outstanding Athlete of the year 

award in his final year at PPHS. George 
was also the starting centre on the Uni-
versity of Western Ontario’s basketball 
team.

When asked what he considered 
to be the highlights of his time at 
PPHS, there was no hesitation in his 
response. “No question: sports. It has 

played such an important part of my 
life, learning how to be part of a team and 

learning to be a leader on a team.”
  Now married, he and his wife Tami  

emphasize that aspect of life with their three 
children.  “All three are good athletes and 
very competitive,” he said proudly. “Our 
twin boys are doing well in baseball, and 
our 13 year old daughter has made it to the 
national level in competitive swimming.”

His own basketball career led him into 
the electronics industry. A year after 
graduating from University, he teamed 
up with his old PPHS schoolmates for 
basketball in the evenings. On that team 
was Gord Simmonds whose father David 
Simmonds ran Lenbrook Industries in  
Uxbridge. 

George mentioned his interest in  
getting into management in some aspect 
of the electronics industry.  Through Len-
brook, David Simmonds helped George 
establish Booktel, which was coincidentally 
later sold to Bell Canada. With the money 
from that sale George started Clearnet, an 
early competitor in the electronics commu-
nication industry.

Clearnet was sold to Telus in 2000 and 
George became the CEO of Telus.  While in 
that role, George took on another of his old 
PPHS basketball teammates, Wade Ooster-
man, as his head of  Marketing.  Wade now 
works in a similar capacity with him at Bell 
Canada.

George’s wife Tami is a native of  
Belleville and a graduate of Ottawa Univer-
sity.  She had a successful career as a ge-
netics councillor.  In this role she advised 
families on genetic issues, mainly as they 
applied to mothers.

George and Tami now make Lawrence 
Park in Toronto, their home. “It’s an excit-
ing city to be in and it places me close to my 
business,” George says. 

The Copes are now busy restoring an 
older home in the heart of the city. Never-
theless they enjoy making the occasional 
daytrip to Port Perry to reminisce and  
enjoy the shopping here. “What a gorgeous 
town it is.  

See “former student” on page 5

Former PPHS graduate
is president of Bell Canada

GEORGE COPE

A
Played starting centre
for PPHS basketball

CEO of Telus Mobility
prior to Bell Canada

are they Now?   hereW
PPHS 
1980
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 Scugog Community Care has an offer you can’t afford to miss, 
unless that is, you don’t need cash! They’ve just released the 
2007 Lottery Pocket Calendar fundraising campaign, with great  
chances of winning some of the more than $7,000 in cash prizes.
 The handy pocket calendar is a great gift idea for birthdays or 
Christmas, and at only $20 per calendar gives you a great chance 
to win one of the 186 cash prizes throughout the year.
 The first draw takes place on Christmas Day for $100 and on 
New Year’s Day there’s a $500 draw.  Draws will also take place 
on the 15th of each month for $50, and there is a $30 draw every 
second day for the entire year.
 What a great way to help the Port Perry Hospital Auxiliary 
and Scugog Community Care. You can get your ticket at the  
Community Care Office or at Henshall’s Clothing store on Queen 
St., Port Perry.  Don’t delay... the first draw is just weeks away.

	 Who	 could	 resist	 buying	 a	 Lottery	 Calendar	 from	 any	 of	 these	 four		
hardworking	 volunteers?	 From	 left,	 Jennie	 Muir,	 co-ordinator	 of	 lottery		
calendars;	Kim	Bouwmeester,	COPE	program	manager;	Pamela	Henshall,		
fundraising	chair,	and	Jenny	Yorgason,	administrator	of	Community	Care.

Photo	composition	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten

Win cash prizes with a
lottery pocket calendar
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Vimy chopper unveiled
 Peter Ott of Cranked Customs has just completed the  
finishing touches on their latest project... the Vimy Ridge 
Bike, which has also been dubbed “The Birth of A Nation” 
bike. And just in time for Remembrance Day.
 Mr. Ott and his partner Leroy Dougherty, who operate 
Cranked Customs on North Port Road, Port Perry, took on 
the project earlier this year after the idea was spawned by 
local high school teacher Dave Robinson.
 A ‘chopper’ styled bike was donated to the Vimy Ridge 
cause by Bob Owen of Oshawa, and along with the help of 
custom painter Mike Palombo of Brampton and the custom-
izing of Peter and Leroy, the bike was born.
 When Focus dropped by Cranked last week, the finish-
ing touches were being completed, just in time for the bike’s 
debut at McLaughlin High School, Oshawa.
 Peter and Bob were thrilled to note that the CBC  
National news broadcast has already been out to do a story, 
which is scheduled to be broadcast on November 10. The 
bike was also scheduled to be showcased on Coaches Cor-
ner during the Toronto Maple Leafs game on Nov. 4.
 More than 200 hours of work have been invested in the 
bike since it was started between the Cranked team and 
painter Mike Palombo.
 Peter is hopeful the bike, now valued at about $60,000 
will eventually be purchased and placed in a museum, where 
it can be seen and appreciated by the public. 
 In the meantime, the plans are underway for a tour of 
Canadian high schools, as well as bike shows.

	 Peter	Ott,	left	and	volunteer	Bob	Moore	proudly	show	off	the	unique	Vimy	Ridge	
bike.	The	bike	includes	medals,	paintings	(see	insets),	Victoria	Cross	recipients,	maps	
of	Vimy	Ridge	and	the	Vimy	memorial	all	painted	into	the	frame	and	gas	tank.
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Continued from page 2
I feel so proud to have grown up here,” he says.
Looking forward, George sees the electronics industry as ex-

tremely challenging and highly competitive.  “The world of com-
munications and electronics has changed the world and will con-
tinue to do so for the foreseeable future,” he affirmed.  

“The cell phone changed communications in the mid-eighties 
and the internet changed the world again in the mid-nineties.  
The conjunction of these components will bring many dramatic 
changes again in the near future.  

Here at Bell,” he continued, “we are now developing a cell 
phone working not only as a communicator of TV, video and  
Internet but it will also be capable of doing everything that your 
wallet can do.”

All will not be smooth sailing for George however.  Last year 
the larger cable companies launched a challenge to Bell with 
their internet-based phone services.  As a result, Bell has experi-
enced a significant loss in customers. One of George’s challenges 
at Bell is to regain that customer base and increase it further. No 
easy feat in today’s highly competitive market.

A recent article in the Toronto Globe and Mail (September 17, 
2006), was headlined “Bell’s Hope: George Cope.” 

The article outlined the challenges ahead in the wireless busi-
ness and placed confidence in George’s ability to meet those chal-
lenges.  

The President of Bell Canada concluded our conversation with; 
“To be on the forefront of this world-changing technology is very 
exciting. I look forward to each day.  These are truly exciting 
times.”  

For a student from PPHS to become president of one of Cana-
da’s largest corporations is quite a step. We congratulate him in 
his accomplishments and wish him well in the challenges ahead.

By Paul Arculus

Former student Bell CEO

 Drew, Scott, Vera and Candice act out a game of “puppets” during a be-
ginner adult class at Durham Improv. No matter the experience levels or the 
differing personalities, Durham Improv is a great way for people of all ages 
to come together and try something new. New sessions are beginning soon. 
For	more	information	or	to	register	contact	Stephanie	at	(905)	986-0068	or	
info@durhamimprov.com



 There’s something inspiring about the 
bond of friendship, but when the friends in 
question are two of Scugog’s most dedicated 
volunteers it’s especially gratifying.
 Anne Wanninkhof and Kathryn Gundry 
have operated the local food bank for an 
impressive 27 years and they were cited 
for their efforts earlier this year by Mayor  
Marilyn Pearce by being named to the town-
ship’s Honour Roll.
 It all started with Anne’s job as a work-
er at Social Services. She got to know the  
Public Health personnel and began parce-
ling sweets for the elderly in her home. 
During this time Anne gained experience at 
offices in Oshawa, Ajax and Uxbridge, and 
soon had the administrative and the volun-
teer base to observer outreach from a differ-
ent perspective.
 Anne covered Scugog, Brock and  
Uxbridge Townships as a case worker at 
various times and was pro-
moted to supervisor before 
retiring seven years ago.
 Kathy Gundry explained 
that “at that time, the social 
planning council of Scugog 
felt that there was a need for 
a food bank because some 
of the churches had their own food drives, 
so they decided to start a clothing depot on 
Casimir Street to finance it.”  Unfortunately 
the clothing depot failed. 
 When the building was sold, she began 
assisting Anne at the local food bank. What 
is now know as ‘Operation Scugog’ took up 
residence in the basement of the Scout Hall 
when space was offered by the Kinsmen.
 “I know the people because I worked in 
the field and then Kathryn is always here,” 
says Anne. “We never do anything without 
each other. I talk to her. She talks to me.
 But the space was too small, necessitat-
ing freezers in hallways and bookkeeper 
Beverley Travis working from the kitchen.
 Four years ago several members of  
Victory Christian Centre assisted the ladies 
in acquiring a portable. They donated the 
site on Alma Street in exchange for a con-
tribution, and partnered with Operation Scu-
gog on utilities. “And there are no stairs,” 
says Anne. “We’re all getting older!”

 Anne and Kathryn, with the 
help of Chris Cook and 30 other 
volunteers, function as the hub 
of a wheel. They partner with the 
churches in the region who each 
take one month to supply Opera-
tion Scugog with food. 
 The organization also assists 
clients with needs such as den-
tal, medications, utilities, rent 
or mortgage assistance (if nec-
essary) – even such dilemmas 
as hockey fees, swimming reg-
istration or other activities for 
children. “We know that if kids 
are busy, they are not out on the 
street,” says Anne.
 All this is possible due to donations 
from the public and institutions such as the  
Rotary Club, Baagwatting Association and 
the Great Blue Heron Casino. Should they 

not be able to help 
their clients, Anne and  
Kathryn often source 
other organizations 
such as public health 
or refer to service or-
ganizations in other re-
gions.

 They are careful to not overtax their own 
volunteers by operating on a “one week per 
month” schedule floating four or five people 
each week. These volunteers collect sup-
plies from the grocery stores on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday as well as sorting 
what churches deliver.
 Operation Scugog sponsors a Commu-
nity Kitchen cooking class for parents and 
children at Port Perry United Church on 
Wednesdays, supplies the Health Depart-
ment with food or funds whenever neces-
sary, assists in relief efforts (ie. fires) and fa-
cilitates the creation of newborn baskets for 
the Health Department. Church volunteers 
often knit or quilt items which either Opera-
tion Scugog or the Health Department dis-
tribute.
 “We’re the middlemen in a lot of ways,” 
explains Anne. They also sent 36 Scugog 
children to a YMCA camp last summer as 
part of their support of the community.
 Both the Clothing and Toy Sale and the 

Christmas Hamper program are operated as  
well-oiled machines by separate sub-commit-
tees under Anne and Kathryn’s supervision. 
The Clothing and Toy Sale, which fills the  
Scugog Community Centre with consignors, 
only requires the services of their treasur-
er.
 The Christmas Hamper program is organ-
ized by an 8-member committee who meet 
with Anne and Kathryn three times start-
ing in October. Local schools and churches  
both supply Christmas baskets and direct 
needy families to the services of Operation 
Scugog.
 Collection and distribution will take place 
on December 20th this year in Victory’s au-
ditorium with a lunch provided to all volun-
teers by the ladies’ auxiliary. 
 Single clients have a choice of receiving 
a Christmas hamper and a turkey voucher 
or $40 to provide their own; couples may 
opt-out at $75. This Adopt-A-Family program 
served 179 families in our community last 
year. “It’s a wonderful circle of caring,” says 
Kathryn.
 Anne and Kathryn both dismiss the  
recent honour, preferring to step back and 
let our volunteers get recognized. 
 Kathryn simply explains that it’s nice to 
see that Operation Scugog has evolved so 
well. 
 Scugog is certainly grateful for the 
unique contribution of Anne Wanninkhof 
and Kathryn Gundry to our community. For 
more information call 905-985-3087 or visit 
593 Alma Street in Port Perry.

By Barbara Hunt

Anne	Wanninkhof	and	Kathy	Gundry

Scugog’s caring
dynamic duo 

We never do anything  
without each other. I talk 
to her. She talks to me.” 

....Anne Wanninkhof
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P JANUARY	-	Scugog	Township	accepts,	in	principal,	
the	bid	of	C.D.S.	Limited,	Whitby,	to	build	a	new	arena	at	
a	cost	to	the	municipality	of	approximately	$710,000.

P MARCH	 -	Vern	Asselstine,	a	 former	councillor	and	
deputy-reeve	of	Cartwright	Township	was	appointed	as	
a	new	member	of	Scugog	Township	Council,	replacing	
Bob	Kenny	who	resigned.

P JUNE	 -	The	$890,000	Lilla	Street	widening	project	
got	underway	with	about	40	trees	being	removed.

P JULY	-	Paula	Lishman	took	part	in	the	official open-
ing	of	the	C.N.	Tower	by	helping	switch	on	the	lights	that	
flooded the world’s largest free-standing structure.

P JULY	 -	 In	 an	 unanimous	 vote	 by	 Scugog	 Council,	
three	 women	 were	 accepted	 along	 with	 three	 male		
applicants	 as	 members	 of	 the	 Scugog	 Township	 Fire	
Dept.,	 overcoming	 what	 council	 described	 as	 “sex		
discrimination” by the department's fire chief.

P OCTOBER	-	Bottles	of	every	size,	colour	and	shape	
lined	 the	shelves	of	 the	new	self-serve	L.C.B.O.	store	
which	opened	at	the	corner	of	Mary	and	Perry	Street.

P NOVEMBER	-	Sue	Gribben	won	the	World’s	Women	
Judo	 Championship	 at	 the	 Crystal	 Palace	 in	 London,	
England,	competing	against	28	countries.

THE YEAR WAS 1976

APRIL 1976 - The Sebert House hotel was still located at the 
corner of Queen and Water St. where the CIBC is today.
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Did You Know? -  Scugog Township is consid-
ering amending its zoning by-law dealing with 

group homes. If passed, the amendments would 
define two categories of group homes “Type 

1” and “Type 2” and stipulate where they can be  
established. Type 1 in selected residential zones and Type 2 in 
certain zones within the rural area.
 No doubt this came about due to concerns voiced by residents  
earlier this year in a residential area of Port Perry!
 
Did You Know? -  Looks like that great idea put forward by 
Mayor Pearce, about having a ‘real voice’ answer incoming calls at 
the township office, is about to go down the drain. After a review 
the idea was trashed and staff has been directed to investigate the 
feasibility of implementing a telephone answering speech recog-
nition system.
 Once again, it looks like technology wins over personal service. 
Makes you wonder how businesses survived without automated an-
swering systems and voicemail doesn’t it?

Did You Know? -  If you’ve been waiting and wondering when 
you’ll be able to get your annual flu vaccine, the earliest possible 
date will be Tuesday, Nov. 21 at the Oshawa Centre. For those not 
wanting to travel to Oshawa, the Durham Region website shows 
one clinic only in Scugog and that’s at the Port Perry Community 
Centre on Thursday, Dec. 14, from 2:00 - 8:00 p.m.
 Bring along a book and get ready for a long line-up and wait.

Did You Know? -  While tens-of-thousands of commuters are 
without transit services in the southern sectors of  the region, due 
to the Durham Region Transit strike... here in Scugog, Uxbridge 
and Brock, services continue without interruption.   
 I guess the strikers don’t think that there’s enough riders up here 
to make any impact in their negotiations... and they’re right!

Did You Know? - On average, 100 people choke to death on  
ballpoint pens every year, and did you know on average people 
fear spiders more than they do death.
 Just thought you’d like to know!

DID YOU
KNOW?

T
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      his year a massive bed of milfoil in Port Perry bay evoked 
responses ranging from curiosity to total revulsion by tourists and 
locals alike. The bay by the municipal boat launch was choked with 
algae and late in summer ugly mats of loose tape grass blew to the 
shore.  
 To top that all off, boaters on both sides of the Island, were 
sometimes confronted with scattered tufts of wild rice growing out 
of what they thought was deep water. 
 Help!  What’s up?
 To put the problem in perspective, it is interesting to note that 
local newspapers have published instances of people complaining 
about weeds in the lake for more than a century. 
 In recent years, complaints peaked in about 1989 when the inva-
sive aquatic plant Eurasian water milfoil was said to be so prevalent 
you ‘could almost walk across the lake.’ 
 Lake Scugog is a lake that only exists because of a dam at Lind-
say.  A very long time ago, it was a lake; but over time it had filled in 
until it had become only a shallow river surrounded by wetlands by 
the time the Lindsay dam was built over 150 years ago.  It’s naturally 
very slowly heading that way again.  The latest figures show the 
lake has now an average depth of only four and a half feet.  
 Being such an old lake means that it is very nutrient rich with 
deep sediments loaded with phosphorus and nitrogen that encour-
age plant and algae growth. That richness is annually added to by 
human based activities:  run-off from agriculture, storm drains, 

septic system function and 
lawn fertilizers. Reactive nitro-
gen even arrives from the sky 
originating from power plant 
emissions as well as agricultural 
fertilizers applied miles away from 
our region. This is an effect that is 
troubling water bodies world-wide.
 But what happened this year that was sig-
nificantly different on Scugog? One thing is for sure. This spring 
was very wet and wet means a lot of nutrient and pollutant run-off. 
 Another factor is that last summer, and this spring, the water was 
clearer than it has been for many years. Good water clarity early in 
the spring allowed sunlight to penetrate to the bottom of the nor-
mally murky lake, allowing the ‘garden’ of aquatic plants to begin an 
early growth. 
  The last thing we are relatively sure of is that conditions next 
year will probably not mirror what happened this year.  In nature, 
nothing stays the same for long!          
 We all love our lake as a recreational space but -- because of its 
rich, shallow waters and many types of wetlands, we also appreciate 
its home to thousands of varieties of  plants, birds, fish and animals. 
What is totally unique about Scugog is that all this happens on the 
doorstep of the burgeoning GTA.  

Please turn to Lake Health on page 17 

LAKE SCUGOG

T
What’s happening to our lake?
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WAR BRIDES

 
 

 

         ust as producers of The Scugog 
Choral Society’s newest venture – Opera-
tion Daddy: Here Come the War Brides hit 
their stride in rehearsal, they collaborated 
with Betty Penny, owner of The Woodman 
to treat a dozen or so Canadian war brides 
and their spouses to a nostalgic voyage 
“back on the boat” – 60 years later!
 Diana Perry, who leaned on her second 
husband Norm’s arm because she couldn’t 
bring her scooter, reminisced about years 
spent in the Auxiliary Territorial Service 
while making her way up the gangplank. 
She recounted meeting her late first hus-
band in London during the war. 
 With 2006 being the declared Year of 
the War Bride in many provinces and Liz 
Simpson’s eager research into her grand-
mother’s experience as impetus, Operation 
Daddy couldn’t be more timely. Forty-eight 
thousand brides and twenty-four thousand 
children arrived in Canada by ship in just 
the year 1946 when many of these war 
brides landed.
 Among them Martha Stauffer, who now 
resides in Oshawa. She joined the cruise with 
husband Wilson whom she met while work-
ing as a bus conductress in Sterling (north 

of Edinborough,  
S c o t l a n d ) .  

 “He was on his way back from leave,” 
she explains. “She trapped me,” Wilson 
jokes, and then continues more seriously, 
“I walked her home that night and the rest 
is history.” They were excited to participate 
in the writing of the show by sharing stories 
and photographs. Martha is the pride of her 
three children, five grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. She says she’ll take in 
at least one performance of Operation Dad-
dy running at Town Hall 1873 in Port Perry 
from November 16th to December 2nd.
 Port Perry resident, Janet Nelson, who 
met late husband Orville in a dance hall in 
Oakham was also happy to be part of the 
show. The grandmother of five had a much 
earlier arrival than most war brides landing 
in Canada in 1939-40.
 Some women came from much farther 
afield for the cruise as did Pat Labatt (a 
Courtice resident). She also met her late 
husband while dancing in Folkstown “next 
to the White Cliffs of Dover” starting a 55-
year-long marriage. After marrying in 1944 
and giving birth to a daughter in 1946, she 
boarded the Aquitania (1946) for the trip to 
Canada. Here she had two sons and sprout-
ed a family tree that boasts 11 grandchil-
dren and 11 great-grandchildren. “It’s won-
derful to have our stories passed on to the 

younger generation,” she comments about 
the show.
 And what better way than through mu-
sic to rekindle the romance and spontaneity 
that prompted those relationships between 
young British women and Canadian serv-
icemen stationed in the U.K. during W.W. 
II. 
 A 41-member cast will weave tales of 
meaningful encounters with famous show-
stoppers, touching ballads and the swing-
ing sounds of Big Band orchestras of the 
time. The show runs Thursdays through 
Saturdays for three weekends (8 pm. cur-
tain) with Saturday matinees at 2 pm. on 
November 18th, 25th and December 6th.
 Tickets are available from Henshall’s 
(905-985-1963) and Starticketing (1-866-
808-2006). For background information 
on the creation of Operation Daddy: Here 
Come the War Brides, check http://op-
eration-daddy.tripod.com. Judy Anderson, 
producer of the show will happily field all 
inquiries regarding the show or The Scu-
gog Choral Society (www.powergate.ca/
~scugogchoralsociety or 905-985-4257).

By Barbara Hunt

Photo	 top	 left:	 The	 Scugog	 War	 Brides	 are,	 front	
(left to right), Janet Nelson, Brenda Wilson. Centre 
row from left, Pat Elliott, May Cotter, Diana Perry, 
Martha	Stauffer,	Joan	Cohan,	Rita	Goddard.	Back,	
from	left,	Pat	Labatt,	Kathleen	Loates.																	

Photo	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten

Scugog’s women of war
provide material for 
original new musical 
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REMEMBERING OUR  SOLDIERS

 Ed Groves was only 19 years of age when 
he took part in the strategic battle at Anzio 
Beach, Italy during World War II.
 As a soldier in the highly trained First 
Special Units Force, he spent many nights 
infiltrating the German lines.
 Referred to as the Black Devils by  the 
German forces, because their faces were 
painted with black shoe polish, the Force 
spearheaded the drive to Rome and became 
the first allied troops to arrive in that city.
 A year and a half earlier Ed had been liv-
ing in Toronto. He had finished school, and 
was working odd jobs when he made the de-
cision to enlist. “Everyone was joining the 
army,” he recalled in a recent interview with 
Focus On Scugog.
 After enlisting in the Canadian Army, Ed 
went through his basic training in Toronto 
and North Bay before joining the ‘battery’ 
in Cape Breton. Here he was being trained 
to shoot anti-aircraft guns.
 Then by chance he had an opportunity 
to join the First Special Service Force sta-
tioned in Vermont, U.S.A. 
 The First Special Service Force consist-
ed of a combined force of 900 Canadian and 
900 US soldiers with special training, under 
the command of the American 5th Army.
 He smiles when he recalls that shortly 
after arriving, he was loaded into a DC3 and 
told to jump. It was quite an experience for 
a young man who had never set foot in an 
airplane before, and had been given no prior 
training in parachute jumping.
 After a couple of months in Vermont, the 

troops were shipped off to North Africa and 
then to Italy, where they spent more than a 
year fighting the German troops.
 Fighting in the rugged and mountainous 
terrain, Ed and his comrades were constant-
ly under fire and took many casualties. The 
unit lost more than 400 men and another 
1,800 were injured during the fighting.
 Following the successful battle of Anzio 
Beach to Rome, the troops took part in the 
invasion of southern France, fighting their 
way to near the border of Switzerland.
 After these battles, the outfit broke up, 
and in January 1945 Ed was among the 
troops which returned to England, where 
they would wait for almost a year before  
being shipped back to Canada.
 “The worst part of the war was the year 
waiting in England to come home,” Ed  
recalls.
 The troops finally landed in Halifax in 
mid-January 1946, then boarded a train to 
the Toronto exhibition grounds, where they 
were discharged from the army.
 Back home in Toronto, Ed went to work 
for his father in a construction company, 
and later took a job with Canada Packers.
 He joined Birchcliffe Branch No. 13 of 
the Royal Canadian Legion in Scarborough 
during 1946 and has been a member of the 
Legion every since. In 1972, he joined Port 
Perry Branch 419 after moving to his new 
home along 7A Hwy., near Nestleton. 
 Ed, who is now 82 years-of-age, lives in 
Port Perry and is proud to say he’s been a 
member of the Royal Canadian Legion for 

60 years, although he says it’s changed a lot 
because there are very few veterans.
 Reflecting on Canada’s role in the current 
war taking place in Afghanistan, he says he 
has mixed feelings but endorses Canada’s  
decision to back up the U.S.A. in the war on 
terrorism.
 He thinks Canada should be there to 
do its part, and feels today’s soldiers are 
far more professional, educated and well 
trained than during his time.
 “During World War II, if you could walk, 
you could be in the army,” he said, due to 
the necessity for thousands of troops.
 And with Remembrance Day only days 
away, Ed plans to be at the service like he 
has every year since the war.
 “On Remembrance Day I always put on 
my Legion uniform. It’s the one day of the 
year we can remember our comrades and 
their sacrifice.” he said.

By J. Peter Hvidsten

World War II veteran part of elite force
Ed Groves fought behind enemy lines
with the First Special Units Force
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REMEMBERING OUR  SOLDIERS
 Not a day goes by that Mark Kendall doesn’t worry that one of 
his soldiers won’t come home from Afghanistan, and lately that’s 
been happening far too frequently.
 In just the past year, Mark has 
seen six young men who he helped 
train, lose their lives in battle and 
he is deeply saddened. 
 Back home on his farm at Beam-
sville, where he lives with his wife 
Lisa and four year-old daugher  
Sarah Jean, he has placed six rib-
bons on an old tree at the rear of 
their property in their memory.
 “I didn’t know what else to do. I 
just did it because I’ve never been 
prouder of soldiers in my life,” he 
said.
 Mark, 37, is presently a War-
rant Officer in the Canadian Armed 
Forces and trains young men to go 
to war. “I worry about these kids 
as much as I worry about my own 
child,” Mark admitted in a recent 
interview with Focus On Scugog. 
“They’re a part of my regimental 
family.”
 Mark was born, raised and edu-
cated in Port Perry but after a short 
stint at college in advertising and 
public relations decided he needed 
something more exciting.
 Unlike soldiers of the past, who 
enlisted to fight for the freedom of 
our country in the two great world 
wars, Mark decided to join the army 
to find a release for his energy.
 “I had lots of energy and the 
military was very physical and pro-
vided me with lots of challenges,” 

Mark said.
 He joined in 1993 and was trained as a ground soldier, or a ‘grunt’ 

as he calls them. “These are 
the guys that we are reading 
about in the papers, the guys 
walking the beat,” he says.
 As a Warrant Officer Mark 
is second in command of about 
40 soldiers in the Toronto Scot-
tish Regiments, stationed at 
the Mississauga Armouries.
 Here Mark helps train 
young soldiers for overseas 
duty. He says that against pop-
ular belief, Canadian soldiers 
are some of the best equipped 
and trained. “Unlike many  
soldiers, ours are cross-trained 
so they have numerous skills”, 
he says.
 Recently Mark asked to 
be posted to Afghanistan, a 
tour he hopes will take place 
by early spring at the latest. 
“I have absolutely no doubt I 
want to go. It’s a just mission,” 
he says without hesitation.
 He says he looks forward 
to serving under General 
Rick Hillier, whom he calls a “ 
soldier’s, soldier.” “He’s a man 
that would be easy to follow. I 
believe in him and the direc-
tion we (Canada) are taking.”
 When asked how his 
parents, Larry and Do-
reen Kendall of Utica, 

 

Canada’s new soldiers take up the fight
Warrant Officer Mark Kendall proudly wears the Canadian flag

Warrant Officer Mark Kendall, (right) with his good friend and colleague 
Warrant Officer Andy Price. Mark is the son of Larry and Doreen Kendall.

See ‘Proud Canadian Soldier’ 
on page18 
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The100 acre property on which this delightful stone house stands was 
purchased in 1845 by Robert Dobson. Following the pattern of so many early set-
tlers, he immediately set about building a simple log home to protect his grow-
ing family. This was built on the eastern half of his property. His wife Martha 
(Dawson) gave birth to seven children in their simple home. Meanwhile the 
Dobsons were busy clearing the western half of their land in order to build more 

substantial accommodation. By 1849 
they had enough money to build this 
impressive stone residence. It was one of the earliest known stone built homes in 
Reach Township.
 The vernacular classic three bay design is built of solid stone. The name of the 
stonemason has been lost in the pages of history but his work follows the design and 
style of the many stonemasons who built these homes in the middle of the  
nineteenth century. Most had learned their skills in Scotland and joined the  
massive immigration to Upper Canada at that time.
 In 1854 the 200 acre parcel was separated and Dobson kept the half with his new 
stone home. The home remained in the Dobson name until 1971.  
 Robert Dobson died in 1907 and passed the property to his son Albert E. Dobson. 
Ultimately the last Dobson to own the home and its 100 acres was Robert H. Dobson 
who gained legal possession in 1965. He sold it in 1971 to John and Joan Underhill.
  The Underhills sold the historic property to John and Adele Sebert. The Seberts 
extensively restored the home. Sebert was a successful photographer who estab-
lished a production house in Toronto, Boardwalk Productions.
 In the early years of the home the upper floor of the west wing, above the kitchen, 
had five foot ceilings and provided living quarters for the hired help. The Seberts 
had the roof of the west wing raised and a gothic gable added. 
 Glen Ward carried out the restoration of the stonework and built the addition.

Please turn to next page...

ThisOld
			House

Former Scugog mayor lives 
in classic stone homestead

This	view	of	the	house	shows	the	addition	to		
the	west	wing,	left,	and	the	swimming	pool.

Saundra and Doug Moffatt
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Continued from previous page...
  He also built the handsome stone 
garage and studio adjacent to the house 
which was built as a copy of the black-
smith shop in the village of Tyrone.  
The studio’s windows originally adorned  
Osgoode Hall in Toronto but were 
brought here when Osgoode was remod-
eled.  
 In November 1990 the Seberts moved 
to Saltspring Island in B.C. and sold the 
property to Doug and Saundra Moffatt. 
Doug, a former teacher, became mayor  
of Scugog in 1998, a position he held 
until 2003. Doug’s wife Saundra Reiner-
Moffatt, in addition to holding the posi-
tion of Curator of the Bata Museum in  
Toronto, is an accomplished and nation-
ally recognized potter.
 By coincidence several members of  
the Dobson family had held elected  
office. Joshua Dobson was Reeve of 
Reach Township in 1884, 1885 and 1887. 
John L. Dobson was Reeve of Reach 
Township in 1915 and 1916.  Howard 
Dobson was Reeve in 1952 and 1953.

Excerpt from the book “Historic Home & Heritage  
Buildings” by Paul Arculus and J. Peter Hvidsten

	 The	livingroom,	top,	of	the	former	Dobson	home	is	much	brighter	and	modern	than	it	would	have	been	
more	than	a	century	ago.	Now	the	home	of	Doug	and	Saundra	Moffatt,	the	beautifully	decorated	home	is	
bright,	inviting	and	tastefully	decorated.

This Old House...
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This Old House...

 After more than a year of study and construction, Dan Denby and Julie Kapyrka launched an 
authentically assembled birch bark canoe at Scugog’s lakefront on October 18th. The canoe is very 
similar to those built more than 105 years ago. Dan described the project as a “labour of love”, con-
structing	the	canoe	from	bark	stripped	from	trees	and	using	spruce	roots	and	gum	to	patch	the	canoe.	
The	launch	went	off	without	a	hitch,	as	they	paddled	out	into	the	lake	and	returned.	The	canoe	han-
dled	well	and	not	a	drop	of	water	made	it	through	the	hand	sewn	seams.	And	were	they	happy	with	the		
results?	You	bet	they	were!																																										 	 		Photo	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten

Continued from page 9 
 Lake Scugog is a healthy lake, but it is 
perched on the edge of a problem ... getting old 
too quickly because of nutrient producing hu-
man activity in its watershed. By commissioning 
Kawartha Conservation to develop a lake envi-
ronmental management plan, the Township has 
shown it is conscious of that lurking fragility. 
 If you are looking for more detail about what 
is happening in your lake, or if you would like to 
help protect its health, the Scugog Lake Stew-
ards would really like to hear from you.  
 Our group of volunteers works on projects 
from shoreline habitat restorations, to storm-
water run-off studies, from fisheries studies to 
E-coli testing. 
 Give us a call and find out more about your 
lake. Call Barbara at (905) 985-2263 (bkarthein@
yahoo.ca), or Jamie at (905) 985-0555.

Special to Focus On Scugog
by Barbara Karthein

Scugog Lake Stewards

Lake remains 
healthy but 
is getting old 
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feel about him volunteering 
to go to Afghanistan, there’s 
a slight hesitation before he 
replies.
 “My mom and dad are 
proud of me. They are sup-
portive because they know 
what this country means to 
me. They are very proud  
Canadians,” he confides.
 And Mark is also 
very proud of being 
Canadian and consid-
ers his career as a sol-
dier not as a job, but as 
a privilege.  
 “I get to wear a 
Canadian flag on my 

shoulder every day when I put on my uniform and go to work to 
help people. It’s an amazing feeling and I love it,” he says proudly.
 Speaking candidly about the war in Afghanistan, Mark confides 
that fighting terrorism can be terrifying in itself. “In Afghanistan, 
we don’t know who the enemy is,” he said, explaining that during 
previous wars, the enemy was usually dressed in a different uni-
form.
 He also stressed that Canadian soldiers need to know they have 
support at home. And while he believes everyone is entitled to an 
opinion, he says its important not to undermine the mission. 

 “Morale is a very powerful tool,” he said.
 He also feels that critics of the mission should be careful  with 
their comments because sometimes they are snap judgements 
based on lack of proper information. 
 Mark is also very proud that his home town lowers the flag for 
fallen soldiers. He said lowering the flag is a very important symbol 
and a way of saying thanks to the soldiers for their service.
 “I think people need to remember and I would personally love to 
see every family fly a flag.”
 Over the years Mark says he’s spoken to a number of older vet-
erans, who he calls ‘fantastic.”

 He says many of the vets 
he’s spoken with seem sad-
dened by the current war, but 
very proud of the new, young 
crop of soldiers.
  “I’m not sure, but I think 
they felt after they fought to vic-

tory in World War II, Canada would never have to send it’s young 
men out to fight again,”
 He gives a lot of credit to the local Royal Canadian Legions who 
keep the memory of our war veterans alive and thinks Remem-
brance Day is more important now, than every before.
 “We have fewer and fewer veterans and their stories, not just 
of war, but of fellowship and camaraderie are going to be lost,” he 
said.
 “We need to remember what they did,” he concluded.

By J. Peter Hvidsten

Proud Canadian soldier

“I get to wear a Canadian 
flag on my shoulder every 
day” ...Warrent Officer Mark Kendall

Continued from page 13 
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Thumbs Up	to	members	and	friends	of	the	Rotary	Club,	who	
celebrated	25	years	of	extraordinary	service	to	this	commu-

nity.	The	Rotary	Club	is	responsible	for	a	lot	of	good	
projects and are to be commended for the fine job they 
do	for	their	hometown	as	well	as	around	the	world.	A	
big	thanks	to	president	Kathy	and	the	gang!

	Thumbs Down	to	the	party,	or	parties,	trying	to	stir	up	the		
pending	municipal	election	by	posting	signs	around	suggest-
ing	the	editor	of	one	of	our	local	newspapers	is	on	the	
mayor’s	election	team.	Scugog	has	never	been	part	of	
negative	campaigning	in	the	past	and	it’s	disappoint-
ing	to	see	someone	trying	to	stir	up	the	mud.	Could	
this	be	the	work	of	the	mysterious	‘Phantom’ ?

Thumbs Up	 to	 the	creative	merchants	 in	 the	downtown	who	
have	made	the	‘hallowed’	season	just	a	little	more	interesting	

for	shoppers.	The	colourful	and	unique	scarecrows,	
found	clinging	to	posts,	window	ledges	and	propped	
up	in	doorways	along	Queen	St.,	are	bringing	smiles	
to	lots	of	faces.	Great	idea!

Thumbs Down	to	voting	by	mail.	The	intention	may	be	good,	
but	 the	effects	are	not.	With	nomination	meetings	a	
thing	of	the	past	and	voting	now	taking	place	at	home	
instead	of	in	person	at	a	polling	station,	the	once	excit-
ing	election	process	no	longer	creates	much	interest	
for	the	electorate.	Maybe	we’re	just	getting	too	old!

Thumbs Up	to	volunteer	Dan	Denby	for	the	amazing	job	he	did	
constructing	a	birch	bark	canoe	for	the	museum.	Dan	stripped	

the	bark	from	trees,	hand-formed	cedar	ribs,	dug	up	
spruce	roots	to	stitch	the	birch	patches	together,	then	
scraped	sticky	pitch	from	trees	and	mixed	it	with	bear	
fat	 to	 seal	 the	 seams.	 You’d	 have	 made	 the	 early		
native	canoe	builders	proud	Dan.	Congratulations!

Thumbs Down	 to	Durham	District	School	Board	 for	 their	 re-
cent	decision	to	increase	salaries	by	more	than	300	per	cent,	
and	also	to	make	the	pay	retroactive	to	Sept.	2005.	
We	 agree	 	 the	 $5,000	 stipends	 they	 were	 getting	
was	 far	 too	 little...but	 really!	 And	 to	 make	 matters	
worse	they	voted	themselves	more	than	$20,000	in		
retroactive	pay.	Give	your	heads	a	shake!	

Thumbs Up	 to	 local	 artist	 Karen	 Richardson	 who	 took	 part	
in	the	autumn	Art	Sale	at	the	prestigious	McMichael	
Gallery	in	Kleinburg	last	month.	Karen	was	one	of	63	
artists	selected	from	245	applicants	to	exhibit.	Karen’s	
art	is	well	known	around	Scugog	and	we	congratulate	
her	for	this	awesome	achievement.

Thumbs Down	 to	anyone	who	starts	to	talk	about	Christmas		
before	the	end	of	October.	Even	before	the	little	ghosts	
and gobblins finish their trek around town, we begin 
to	see	signs	of	Christmas	decocrations	creeping	onto	
the	streets	and	into	stores.	Say	it	ain’t	so!	

A	column	devoted	to	recognizing	events	
and	decisions	affecting	the	residents	of	
Scugog	Township,	and	rating	them	with	

a “Thumbs Up, or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs Operation Daddy set to open
 Operation Daddy: Here Comes the War Brides is an “all-
new swingin’ musical tribute to WWII…and the women our 
guys fell for ‘over there’!”
 Patrons are invited to take a musical journey back in time 
via this revue of showstoppers, patriotic ‘ditties’ and touching 
ballads of the 1940’s as made famous by stars of the day.
 This wonderful, original play is written and directed by Liz 
Auston. The show takes place at Town Hall 1873 from Novem-
ber to December 2, 2006. Tickets and information are availa-
ble by phoning 1-866-808-2006 or at Henshall’s Clothing, Port 
Perry.

Christmas Tree Lighting 

 Hard to believe, but with Christmas only seven weeks 
away members of the Port Perry BIA are turning their atten-
tion to upcoming events.
 This year’s annual Tree Lighting Ceremony will have a 
new twist, with the introduction of a Candlelight Walk, on No-
vember 25, following the Santa Claus Parade.
 The BIA invites the community to join them in Palmer 
Park at 6:30 p.m. to purchase candles. The walk along Queen 
Street will begin at 7 p.m. to the former BIA/Chamber of 
Commerce office for the tree lighting ceremony. 
 For more information call (905) 985-4971 or email info@
discoverportperry.ca.

Around Our Town
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Scugog Exposed

 Scugog Township has produced a number of notable military men over the past 150 
years, but none quite as illustrious as Major General James A. MacBrien. 
 James MacBrien was born at the farm between Myrtle and Raglan, and later the 
family moved to Prince Albert. He received his public and High School education in 
Port Perry, spending his boyhood and young manhood in the town.
 After a few years working for local Western Bank, he joined the army and moved 
to western Canada, where he joined the Northwest Mounted Police. A year later he 
resigned and came back east to join the 34th Ontario Regiment.
 He next served in the Boer War in South Africa, where he was commissioned 
to serve in the Royal Canadian Dragoons. Following this commission he served in 
Australia and later at the Military College at Camberley, England. Here his successful 
study of military technique led to him being given a place on the General Staff during 
the first world war.
 During World War I, James MacBrien was promoted to the rank of Major. Further 
promotions came quickly during this period as a result of courageous and intelligent 
service. In 1920, he was appointed the post of Chief of the General Staff of the  
Canadian Militia.
 He married Nellie Louise Ross in 1907 and following her death in 1921, he 
remarried Emily Harbridge of New York.  In 1927, after an illustrious career, Mr. 
MacBrien resigned as Canada's military chief and returned home to retire on his 
mother's farm near Port Perry.
 In 1931 he accepted a Government appointment to take over as Commissioner 
of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. In recognition of his efforts in organizing 
and modernizing the R.C.M.P., King 
George V made him a Knight 
Commander of the Order Of The 
Bath, in 1935.

     Sir James MacBrien’s died on March 5, 
1938. A funeral service was held at St. Paul's 
Church, Toronto, which one of the largest the city had 
witnessed in many years. Mourners came from far and 
wide, from military, political and private life.
     His flag-draped coffin, on which lay the sword of 
the soldier and the cap of the RCMP, was carried on 
a gun carriage drawn by three sleek black steeds 
from St. Paul’s to the Union Station. The carriage was 
accompanied by dignitaries including the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Ontario, Mayor Ralph Day of Toronto 
and representatives of the government, military and 
National Defense.
     As his coffin was lifted from the gun carriage 
to the train, the leading detachment fired three 
volleys, fixed bayonets and presented arms. The 
‘Last Post’ and ‘Reveille’ sounded as the casket was 
lifted onto the train, to be transported to Ottawa 
for burial with full military honours.

A look back at one of Scugog’s
most noteable military 

Achievements
• Promoted to rank 

of Major during 
World War I

• Chief of General 
Staff of the 
Canadian Militia, 
1920-1927

• Commissioner 
of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted 
Police  
1931-1938

• Knighted 
Commander of the 

Mount 
Sir James 
MacBrien	 Mount	 Sir	 James	 MacBrien,	 is	 one	 of	 the	highest	 peaks	 in	 the	 Northwest	 Territories	 and	was	named	after	James	MacBrien	(1878-1938),	a	 native	 of	 Port	 Perry,	 Ontario,	 who	 was	 a	distinguished	soldier	and	commissioner	of	 the	Royal	 Canadian	 Mounted	 Police	 from	 1931	 to	1938.

Mount	Sir	James	MacBrien
		Height:	2,759	m	(9,052	ft)		

Northwest	Territories

Patrol 

Vessel “MacBrien”

	This	155’	steel	cruiser	was	originally	a	WWII	

mine	 sweeper	 named	 HMCS	 Trois-Rivières.	

It	 was	 assigned	 to	 the	 RCMP	 in	 1945	 and	

renamed	 “MacBrien”	 in	honour	of	Sir	 James	

Howden	 MacBrien.	 The	 ship	 weighed	 581	

tonnes,	had	a	twin	screw	diesel	engine,	2000	

BHP,	speed	capacity	16	knots.	
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 The wireless “hot spot” at the 
Scugog Memorial Public Library 
held its second anniversary this 
past August.  The system delivers 
free high-speed Internet access 
to laptop users in and around the 
library 24/7.
 Over 100 users per month take 
advantage of this service and use 
the access to download software 
updates, deliver coursework, or 
to maximize their workday using 
the library as their office away 
from their office. 
 The entire wireless service 
was purchased and installed 
in August 2004 at a net cost of 
$10.00.  This was made possible 
by selling used computer equip-
ment and partnering once again 
with Compton Communications 
to bring the high-quality Internet 
service to the public.
 All that is required is a laptop 
computer with a wireless net-
work card.  No authentication or 
sign-in is needed.
 Scugog Memorial Public 
Library has a fiber-optic “back-
bone” directly to the Internet and 
has the most advanced technol-
ogy of any library in Ontario and 
Canada.

 Nestleton United Church is 
hosting an evening of Christ-
mas stories and music for the 
whole family featuring Dianne 
Chandler and harpist Debra 
Northey. 
 Proceeds of the event will go 
towards Lake Scugog Camp - a 
‘fresh air’ United Church chil-
dren’s camp.
 Beverages and homemade 
Christmas treats will be served 
at 7 p.m. Concert at 8 p.m.
 Ticket prices are: $10 per 
person, children under 12 - $5, 
and are available at the door.
 For more information or 
tickets call Jan at 905-986-5598 
or Karen at 905-986-0657. 

Music, story
family night

Library is
wireless
‘hot spot’
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A look at Simcoe St. 30 years ago
 Construction is winding down along Simcoe 
St. after extensive work on the aging road. Very 
soon, the men and equipment that have spent 
the past six weeks working on the road will be 
gone, and things will get back to normal.
 It’s hard to believe but it was just three dec-
ades ago, during the summer of 1976 when the 
last major construction took place along this 
stretch of road.
 The attractive tree-lined street was called Lilla 
St. at that time, and it was still a two-lane road. 
Then the bulldozers, graders and workmen with 
chainsaws moved in, cutting down century-old 

trees to make room for an additional traffic lane.
 Well, that was 30 years ago, and thanks to Paul 
Flieler, we have these pictures to remind us of 
how much more extensive the road construction 
was at that time. Mind you, traffic was lighter.
 So while we may have been inconvenienced 
over the past six weeks, we can be thankful it 
wasn’t the four months it took last time.
 Did you notice the 77¢ posted for gasoline at 
Flieler’s BP station in 1976 (left)? This was the 
price  for a gallon of gas, not a litre. That converts 
into gas costing less than 18¢ a litre. Ouch!
 Yes, some things were better 30 years ago!
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Rotary celebrates
25th Anniversary 
of club in style

	 More	 than	 200	 people	 sat	 down	 for	 dinner	 and	 to		
celebrate	the	Port	Perry	Rotary	Club’s	25th	Anniversary	
of	service	to	the	Scugog	community.
	 During	 the	 gala	 evening	 members	 were	 taken	 on	 a	
nostalgic	trip	down	memory	lane,	as	President	Kathryn	
Chenier	presented	a	slide	show	of	 the	many	activities	
and	events	the	club	has	supported	over	the	years.
	 Recipients	of	awards	during	the	evening	included:

	 Aubrey	Oppers	(top	left)	receiving	the	Rotarian	of	the	
Year	award	from	Past	President	Christy	Stone-Curry.
	 Elgin	 Knopp	 (left)	 receiving	 the	 Paul	 Harris	 Fellow-
ship	from	Rotarian	Glen	Van	Camp.	
	 Kathryn	 Chenier	 (bottom	 left)	 receives	 the	 25	Year	
Service	Award	from	Dist.	7070	Governor	Bill	Patchet.			
	 Charter	 members	 Jim	 Grieve	 and	 Bob	 Allin	 (top	
right)	received	congratulations	from	President	Chenier	
for	their	25	years	of	continuous	service	to	the	club.
	 President	 Kathryn	 Chenier	 (right)	 happily	 accepts	
a Certificate of Appreciation from Scugog Township 
Mayor	Marilyn	Pearce.
	 Medals	were	also	presented	to	all	past	and	present	
members	of	the	local	Rotary	Club.

 Among those present for the 25th Anniversary Gala were five of 
the	club’s	original	Charter	members.	From	left	Jim	Grieve,	Bob	Allin,	
Greg	Heffering,	Mike	Fowler	and	Brian	Coggins.
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     A look at some of the many events       in and around Scugog Township

 What’s Up Scugog? 
Focus	On	Scugog	wants	to	keep	you	informed	about	the	events	and	ac-
tivities	 throughout	 the	 township.	Here	 is	 a	 listing	of	 some	of	 the	many	
events. We welcome listings of public events from non-profit groups and 
organizations	for	Scugog	Township.	Send	a	brief	description	of	your	event	
by email to focus@observerpub.ca today. Deadline for the next issue of 
Focus On Scugog is November 25, 2006.

November 11, 2006 - Christmas Craft Show
Port	Perry	High	School’s	annual	Christmas	Craft	Show	will	feature	
vendors	 from	across	Ontario,	showing	and	selling	 their	 top	quality	
crafts.	This	show	runs	Nov.	11	from	10	-	4:30	one	day	only.	Admis-
sion	 $3.00	 and	 if	 you	 get	 hungry,	 light	 lunches	 are	 available.	 For	
more	information	call	905-985-8840.

November 14, 2006 - Fall Lecture Series
Lake	Scugog	Historical	Society	presents	the	third	speaker	of	its	Fall	
Lecture	Series	focusing	on	Canadian	historical	writers.	Ron	Brown,	
popular	author	of	a	dozen	books	about	Ontario’s	vanishing	past,	in-
cluding	Ghost	Towns	of	Ontario	will	speak	at	St.	John’s	Presbyterian	
Church,	Port	Perry	on	Tuesday,	November	14,	at	7:30	p.m.

November 16 - December 2 - Operation Daddy
Town	 Hall	 1873	 Centre	 for	 the	 Performing	Arts	 is	 the	 setting	 for		
“Operation	 Daddy:	 Here	 Comes	 The	 War	 Brides”,	 performed	 by	
the	Scugog	Choral	Society.	For	more	information	or	tickets	contact:		
www.starticketing.com	 or	 call	 1-866-808-2006	 or	 see	 article	 else-
where	 in	 this	 issue	 of	 Focus.	Tickets	 also	 available	 at	 Henshall’s	
Clothing,	Queen	St.,	Port	Perry.	

November 23, 2006 - Tree Lighting and Candlelight Walk
Come	visit	Downtown	Port	Perry,	starting	at	6:30	p.m.,	and	enjoy	a	
wonderful	evening	of	shopping,	caroling,	a	candlelight	walk,	and	our	
annual	tree	lighting	ceremony.	For	information	call	(905)	985-4971	
or	email	info@discoverportperry.ca

November 25, 2006 - Santa Claus Parade
Don’t	miss	Port	Perry’s	annual	Santa	Claus	Parade	starting	at	5	p.m.	
on	Saturday,	November	25.	This	year’s	theme	is	“Through	The	Eyes	
of a Child”, and the floats and bands will make their way south on 
Simcoe	St.,	then	east	along	Queen	St.	to	lakefront.	For	more	infor-
mation	call	905-985-4971.

December 2-3, 2006 - Art Show at Ocala Winery
The	Port	Perry	Artist’s	Association	presents	a	show	and	sale	from	
the	collections	of	its	talented	members.	The	show	runs	Sat.	Dec.	2	
and	Sun.	Dec.	3,	2006	from	10:00	am	to	4:00	pm.	at	Ocala	Orchards	
Winery.	Painting	demonstrations	and	a	 free	draw.	For	 information	
contact	Jean	Telford-Rahme,	905-985-1112

December 10 - Children’s Old-Fashioned Christmas
Step	back	 in	 time	and	experience	Christmas	over	100	years	ago.	
The	 Scugog	 Shores	 Museum	 will	 be	 hosting	 the	 Children’s	 Old-
Fashioned	Christmas	on	Sunday,	Dec.	10	from	11:00	am	–	4:00	pm.	
Santa	will	 be	hearing	wishes	 in	 the	Pioneer	Schoolhouse.	Take	a	
tour	of	the	Museum	Village,	traditionally	decorated	for	the	holidays.	
Victorian	Christmas	crafts	for	children,	heritage	demonstrations	and	
refreshments	will	be	offered	throughout	the	day.

SCUGOG TRIVIA 

1.	Many	years	ago	an	announcement	was	made	that	Port	
Perry’s 60 year old historic Post Office, would be replaced 
with	a	new	modern	building.	The	Lake	Scugog	Historical		
Society	 launched	 a	 campaign	 to	 save	 the	 building,		
presenting	 council	 with	 a	 1,000	 name	 petition.	A	 ‘stop	
work’ order was immediately issued and M.P. Norm Cafik 	
announced a few weeks later the old post office would 
be	saved,	expanded	and	renovated.
What year was this? 1. March 1973
                   2. March 1982                  
   3. March 1967                  
   4. March 1976

2. The	Liquor	Control	Board	opened	a	modern	new	store	
in	Port	Perry’s	downtown	on	June	13,	1958	and	operated	
from	 that	 site	 until	 1977.	 Which	 building	 did	 the	 LCBO		
occupy	for	 those	19	years,	before	moving	to	 its	present	
location	on	Perry	Street?
	 1. Settlement House block
 2. Royal Bank block
 3. Re/Max Scugog block
 4. Port Perry Pharmacy block

Test Your Memory

ANSWERS:		Question	#1	-	1973.			Question	#2	-	Royal	Bank	block



     A look at some of the many events       in and around Scugog Township

 What’s Up Scugog? with all the amenities . . .
Luxury Apartment

Bright, large, open concept apart-

ment in downtown Port Perry, just 

steps from Palmer Park, Lake Scu-

gog and one of Durham Region’s 

most exciting and popular shopping 

districts.  

Conveniently located at  
188 MARY ST., PORT PERRY

Phone for appointment to view

For	more	information	
please	call

905-985-3089
905-449-6690

This 1,746 sq. ft. 
Apartment Features

• Spacious rooms
• High vaulted ceiling
• Quality cupboards
• Two washrooms  
• Wood floors  
• Ceramic floors    
• Large kitchen
• 5 new appliances
• Large master bedroom
• Massive walk-in closet 
• Den, office or optional
   second bedroom 
• Private entrance
• Free parking
• Pre-wired for cable
• Includes heat & hydro
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~ I	 							t’s	official.	Christmas,	as	a	word,	wish,	
	 							event,	holiday	or	gift	idea,	has	been		
											re-instated	by	Walmart’s	U.S.	division.		
	 							Due	to	a	huge	backlash	Walmart	has	
	 						renamed	their	Christmas	themed	
‘Holiday’	displays	and	have	put	the	word	
Christmas	back	in	their	advertising,	store	
displays,	and	last	but	not	least,	they	are	calling	
a	Christmas	tree	a	“Christmas	Tree”	instead	of	
a	“Holiday	Tree.”
		 Not	that	we	want	to	embrace	or	follow	the	
lead	of	everything	American,	but	imagine	that.	
Walmart,	the	world’s	largest	retailer	gets	it...	
and	is	leading	the	way	back	to	sanity.	
	 Who	would	have	thought?	Could	this	be	the	
start	of	other	politically-correct	silliness	also	
going	the	way	of	the	dinosaur?
		 We’ve	never	understood,	especially	in	
Port	Perry	and	countless	other	towns	across	
Canada,	who	exactly	is	offended	when	
wished	a	“Merry	Christmas.”	Where	are	all	
these	people	who	have	forced	changes	to	our	
greetings	and	centuries	old	customs?
	 The	benign	“Happy	Holidays”	was	meant	
to	put	other	faiths	and	nationalities	at	ease,	
lest	the	word	“Christmas”	make	them	feel	
unwanted,	or	better	yet,	not	included.

		 But	Christmas	is	not	just	another	holiday.	
The	birth	of	Christ	has	always	been	a	major	
religious	celebration	in	Canadian	life.	We	are,	
after	all,	a	Christian	country	and	although	
many	of	us	celebrate	different	faiths,	the	spirit	
remains	the	same.
		 Port	Perry	is	not	exactly	a	multicultural	hot	
bed.	We	can’t	think	of	very	many	people	in	
this	town,	or	many	other	towns	for	that	matter,	
who	would	be	offended	by	Christmas	trees,	
Christmas	cards,	or	simply	being	wished	a		
“Merry	Christmas.”
	 Those	who	have	rooted	for	the	“inclusive-
ness”	of	benign	language	did	all	of	us,	
including	those	who	have	immigrated	to	our	
country,	a	great	disservice.	
	 Christmas,	while	not	celebrated	by	all	
Canadians,	can	at	least	be	appreciated	as	a	
huge	part	of	our	culture.	Its	past,	present	and	
future	must	be	preserved	as	a	much-loved	
tradition.
	 This	year,	as	always,	we	here	at	Focus 
on Scugog	would	like	to	extend	to	all	of	our	
readers	a	very	Merry	Christmas.	We	hope,	as	
you	sit	by	your	Christmas	tree	on	Christmas	
morning,	the	spirit	of	the	season	is	with	you	
and	your	family.

Merry Christmas
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Dear Peter,
 Port Perry is such a wonder-
ful community to live, work and 
play. Congratulations to you for 
such a wonderful magazine to 
show off all of our community’s 
attributes. 
 What a wonderful way for us 
to see the best, keep up with the 
latest, or just have a good laugh 
with the happenings in our home 
town.
 A thousand thanks from my-
self on behalf of the Port Perry 
Lions Club and the Uxbridge 
Scugog Animal Shelter for the ar-

ticle you placed in your magazine 
regarding our charity tack sale. 
 So many people comment-
ed that they knew about our 
event from seeing it in your 
magazine. At least partial  
success from our event can be 
attributed to you and your maga-
zine. 
 I wish continued success  
to you and can’t wait to watch   
Focus flourish and grow.  
 Again thank you for your sup-
port

Brenna Haugen
Blackstock

Dear Focus...
 Mailbox
Appreciates coverage in magazine

♥ We      Love Your Opinions
Drop us a line today at: focus@observerpub.ca
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 “Look at what Burketon produced 
with no ski slopes,” jokes Matthew 
Morrison’s mother Cathy, after her 
son was named to the Canadian  
National Snowboarding team.
 The reality is, the 19-year-old was 
named the youngest of nine mem-
bers of the Canadian National Snow-
boarding team in mid-June, after 
years of training that started when he 
was seven-years-old and his brother, 
Chance was eight.
 Kirby provided the opportunity to 
have fun, but by age 13, when Matt 
branched into Alpine boarding and 
Chance into Freestyle, the family be-
gan to travel for races. At 15 years of 
age, Matt fully committed himself to 
the pursuit of the sport. 
 It was at this point that he met 
Brandon Hume from Oakville (a  
fellow racer) at a competition in 
Mont Tremblant and persuaded him 
to coach. With other racers, they 
created an Ontario Provincial Team 
that under the tutelage of Brandon, 
competed in Vermont, Quebec and 
Ontario.
 Matt admits that the last three 
years have been a bit of a blur. His 
race results began to improve and, 
as an 18-year-old, he took the title of  
Canadian Champion and Canadian 
Junior Champion at his first Canadian Nationals, ranking him “third 
overall” in North America. “It’s all been a little overwhelming,” says 
Matt, “but I love boarding.”
 In June, he spent three weeks at “Whistler Camp” in British Co-
lumbia snowboarding and mountain biking. July was dedicated to 
training at “Green Camp” on Farnham Glacier (also in B.C.). This 
private enclave is being built to spare Canadian athletes from hav-

ing to train in South America during the 
summer months.
 “We travelled 60 kilometers in from 
Radium, B.C. on a logging road and 
then hiked one-and-a-half hours to our 
lodgings in tents – kind of like a survey 
camp,” explains Matt. “Our 100 pounds 
of gear was transported the long way 
around by a tractor hauling a trailer.” 
 Matt, along with five young men and 
the three young ladies of the combined 
snowboarding and boarder-cross team 
spent their mornings from 6 a.m. until 
noon being towed uphill by a groomer 
trailing a rope. At 1 p.m., after lunch and 
a nap, the athletes would start a rigor-
ous workout – a challenge at the 10,000-
foot elevation. 
 “It was almost like a vacation except 
I lost a board,” says Matt. As his father, 
Paul shakes his head at the loss, Matt 
smiles sheepishly. “Summer’s hard on 
the equipment. Conditions keep chang-
ing and the salt that they use to keep the 
snow from melting, eats away at boards 
and boots.” 
 The team broke away for five days of 
cross-training in Nelson, B.C. between 
the two five-day sessions on the glacier.
 After a short visit at home with his 
family at the end of July, Matt headed 
off in to Mount Hood (in the U.S.) for 
further glacier boarding and then on to 

Chile to begin time trials. 
 Two weeks ago, following the time trials in Chile and Colorado, 
Matt qualified for a spot on the World Cup. Seven National Team 
members were competing for the three openings on the roster. 
 “I just want to make my parents, family and friends proud. Their 
support is very important to me,” says Matt with a shy grin

By Barbara Hunt

Let the snow fly
Matt’s on top of the snowboard world
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The ultimate f      tball fan
 Although George Hitzroth is one of the “old guard” football fans, at 
age 86 he was still spry enough to attend his 61st consecutive Grey Cup 
game in Winnipeg last month.
 But things have changed in the past year. George lost his longtime 
football buddy, Ed Miller of Toronto on May 9 (Ed attended 70 Grey 
Cups). The two met in 1971 on a Grey Cup junket to Vancouver and  
became fast friends and had been meeting up every year since then.
 As a Toronto Argonaut subscriber since 1947, George had certain 
privileges, but it was Ed who got them into the Argo Alumni where they 
lunched monthly with the likes of Joe Krol, a Grey Cup hero from the 
1940s, (“the greatest player ever,” according to George). 
   “We don’t care who’s playing, we just want to be where the action is,” 
George said recently in an interview with a Winnipeg newspaper.
 From simple beginnings in 1933, George ascended to great heights. 
At age 13, George clipped a “Beehive Golden Corn Syrup” label from 
the Hamilton Spectator to gain admittance to his first football game. The 
Hamilton Tigers played the Toronto Winged Wheelers through a snow 
squall so thick that it obscured all vision. “You could only hear the thud of 
the ball,” says George. He was hooked, but as the eldest of nine children, 
knew that money was scarce.
 At age 18, George tried enlisting in the Highlanders regiment, but 
was declined for poor eyesight. He trained as a wireless operator for the 
High Arctic. Unfortunately, the war came to an end before George was 

George Hitzroth home from his 61st 
consecutive Grey Cup in Winnipeg

Please turn to ‘Grey Cup’ on page 14George Hitzroth of Port Perry with Argos quarterback Damon Allen
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The ultimate f      tball fan Christmas Carol Service at
St. John’s Presbyterian
 Lake Scugog Historical Society presents its 
annual “Olde-Fashioned Christmas Carol 
Service” on Sunday, December 17, at 
6:30 p.m. at St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church.
 Come and listen to the Christmas 
story; St. John’s choir; a special sto-
ry for the children, and more.  Come 
with family, friends and neighbours 
and join in the singing of the old carols.
 Refreshments will be served at the conclu-
sion of the service.  Non perishable food items will be accepted 
on behalf of the Food Bank. 
 St. John’s Presbyterian Church is located at 319 Queen Street in 
Port Perry.  

 Scugog Public Library’s annual Snowflake Sale takes place 
December 2 - 21, 2006, in the Kent Farndale Gallery.
 Patrons are invited to sip cider, peruse paintings, photogra-
phy, pottery, jewelry, metal, silk scarves, home décor, gifts and 
gourmet food, and meet the creators of these fine works.
 Artists confirmed for the sale include Louise Whale, Shirley 
Heard, Jan Pierson, Barb Kimball, Jan Lyons, Lis Simpson, Sha-
ron Steinhaus and Jonathan Van Bilsen. 
 Settlement House, the Christmas Cornerstone, Redman’s 
Crossroads and Stockholm Inside are among the top quality local 
stores making their wares available.

Snowflake Sale at Scugog Library



�  FOCUS - DECEMBER 2006   focus@observerpub.ca

ChristmasGreetingsToAll!ChristmasGreetingsToAll!



 It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas 
in and around downtown Port Perry. 
 Twinkling lights, frosted windows and 
holly hanging from storefronts make the 
downtown almost picture perfect. And don’t 
forget the images of our recent Santa Claus 
Parade still fresh in our minds.
 Yes, Port Perry is all decked-out and 
ready for the Christmas season, so Focus on 
Scugog recently caught up with everyone’s 
favourite jolly old elf... Santa Claus.
 Although extremely busy these days, 
the bright-eyed man in the red suit agreed 
to take some time to sit down and talk, and 
invited us to his home at the North Pole.
 He greeted us with a warm welcome,  
waving us in to sit across from him be-
side the large, roaring fire. He was seated 

comfortably in a big, soft sofa, sipping on a 
steaming cup of tea and let out a big Ho! Ho! 
Ho! as we joined him for the interview. 
 We thanked Santa for taking time to see 
us, since he’s such a busy man this time of 
the year, and asked if he looked forward to 
the Christmas season.
 “I sure do,” he exclaimed. 
 “I love Christmas, the snow, 
the reindeer and the glowing 
faces of the children. It’s 
such a happy and jubilant 
time of the year. People are 
so generous and thought-
ful,” he said.
 Following is the interview:
 Focus - You must get thou-
sands of letters every Christmas 
Santa, do you read them all or do 
you have help?
 Santa - “Ho! Ho! It’s a big job 
alright, and I do need a lot of 
help from Mrs. Claus and the 

elves. I read a 
lot of them, but 
with so many 
letters arriving 
in such a short 
time, I do need a 
lot of help.”
 Focus - Santa, 
you take part in a lot of  
parades during the weeks 
leading up to Christmas. Do 
you enjoy taking part in the  
parade in Port Perry?
 Santa - “Port Perry is one of my favourite 
towns and the parade is the best. I love com-
ing to Port Perry because I can get so much 
closer to the children and parents along the 
parade route than in a lot of places.  I also 
like the night parade. It’s so beautiful and so 
much better than the day time.”
 Focus - In past years you’ve greeted peo-
ple on Queen St. during the Christmas sea-
son. Do you plan to do that again this year?
 Santa - “Ho! Ho! You bet I will. I love talk-
ing to the people on the street, especially the 
kids. And I meet so many nice people.”
 Focus - Do you find that children are  
getting too greedy with their wish lists?
 Santa - “Some children ask for a little too 
much, but that’s made up for by the kids who 

ask Santa to make sure 
their parents have 

good health. That’s 
truly the spirit of 
Christmas.”

     Focus - Did Mrs. 
Claus make you that beau-
tiful red suit?

 Santa - “Yes she 
did, and I just love it... 
don’t you?”
      Focus - Of course 
we do Santa. Do you 

wear it all year around, 
or just at Christmas time?

Santa - “Oh goodness no, I only 

wear it at Christmas. Most of the time I wear 
aprons while I’m working with the elves in the 
workshop making toys.
 Focus - Christmas and Santa Claus go 
hand in hand, but Christmas also has a spir-
itual connection. Do you think about that at 
this time of the year?
 Santa - Yes indeed I do! I know Santa is 
important to the kids, but we must remember 
that it started 2000 years ago with the birth 
of a child. We should think about that at this 
time of the year.

 
 Focus - Santa, what is your favourite 
Christmas snack?
    Santa - “Oh, let me think. I love peanut 
butter cookies and milk. And don’t forget the 
reindeer like carrots.”
 Focus - You can’t possibly eat all the 
snacks you get, so do you take them back to 
the North Pole with you?
 Santa - “Yes, I take what I can’t eat back 
home and share them with my elves and Mrs. 
Claus. They love peanut butter too!”
 Focus - Thank you Santa for taking time 
to speak with us. Merry Christmas!
 Santa - “Thank you, we will. A very Merry 
Christmas to everyone in Port Perry. I’ll be 
along soon, so be good, Ho! Ho! Ho!”

Interview by J. Peter Hvidsten
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An interview with Santa:

Santa loves his 
annual visit 
to the kids 
in Port Perry

“I love peanut butter  
cookies and milk” . . . Santa

“Port Perry is one of my 
 favourite towns” . . . Santa

Santa loves his 
annual visit 
to the kids 
in Port Perry
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 In 1976, Grace Hastings, the United Church 
choir director, and Kent Farndale began dis-
cussing holding a performance of some sort to 
celebrate the refurbishment of the Town Hall 
1873. It seems that during the construction, a 
program was found from a 1914 performance 
of Gilbert & Sullivan’s H.M.S. Pinafore. Eve-
ryone thought it an appropriate operetta to re-
mount for the occasion. 
 Barbara Taylor-Bone, a vocal student of 
Grace’s at the time, was brought in, as were 
many members of the United Church choir. 
H.M.S. Pinafore was performed on December 
2, 1976 and thus began the Choral Society. 
 Grace continued on as director until the 
early 80s when Dr. Tom Miller took the reins. 
During the 1986-87 season, Nina Foxall, the 
director of the Oshawa Little Theatre lent her 
theatrical expertise to the Society with the pro-
ductions My Fair Lady and South Pacific. Until 
that point, there weren’t many musical theatre 
troupes to emulate, so the lessons were invalu-
able. When Dr. Miller left the Society in the 
early 90s, various directors took the helm one 
show at a time.

 It is a tribute to the founding members 
and the rejuvenating effect of “fresh voices” 
that the Choral Society is achieving its 30th 
Anniversary as it completes the run of Op-
eration Daddy: Here Come the War Brides 
(the 45th show).
 “Happy Memories,” says Kent Farndale 
of her years with the Society. (Also thanks 
to Barbara Taylor-Bone, Erv Gibson, Zula 
Hall and Charles White).
 Your Favorite Show was…
Barbara – Oklahoma (1986) with the Merry 
Widow (same year) a close second.
Erv – “It’s hard to pick when you like all 
kinds of music. They were all fun especially 
Brigadoon (1981).” At age 71, Erv still sings 
with the United Church and G.M. choirs.
Kent – My Fair Lady, the Merry Widow 
and the Music Man. “It was also fun having 
Doug design many of the sets, like the bub-
blegum pink set of the Merry Widow.
Zula – H.M.S. Pinafore (“with no budget, 
but we got through it!”) and the Merry 
Widow. With a special fondness for Gilbert 

SomethingToSingAbout

Choral Society marks 30 years on stage
Top, Cast from the “Music Man” performed at the Town Hall in 1980.   Below, Barbara Taylor-Bone and husband Walter in the 1977 production of the Merry Widow. 

Turn to “Scugog Choral” on page 21
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DID YOU
KNOW?

Did You Know? -  This year’s Flu 
Shots are still available at Medical Asso-
ciates in Port Perry. The clinics are held 
Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to noon, 

and Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon in the 
Walk-In Clinic. The clinics will be held until 
Saturday, December 16.

     There’s lots of controversy over these annual 
flu shots, but if you’re one of those who feel the shot is beneficial, then 
take advantage of the free clinic before Dec. 16.

Did You Know? -  We know it seems early, but did you know it’s 
almost the season for ice fishing? Okay, so we have no ice yet, but 
Lake Scugog fishing opens on Jan. 1, 2007 and runs until midnight, 
Feb. 28, when you must remove your hut from the ice.  
 If you don’t have to have an ice hut, you can still winter fish. Many 
days during the winter you’ll see fishermen (women) standing around 
their snowmobiles, or trucks enjoying a day on the lake. 

Did You Know? - Durham Region’s Health Department  
has officially opened its Sexual Health Clinic in Port Perry. The  
clinic offers a multitude of services including prenatal health, 
parenting services, and programs addressing heart disease, can-
cer, healthy eating and physical activity.
 The office is located on the second floor of the Scugog Municipal Of-
fice at 181 Perry St. If you want to know more about what they offer 
call 1-800-841-2729.

Did You Know? -  One in seven Ontarians, the equivalent of 3,500 
residents of Scugog Twp. are people with a disability? Disabilities 
are not only physical, but also include barriers, communication and 
attitudes. Disabilities tend to increase with age so it’s highly likely 
this number will increase in the years to come. 
 This according to figures released by Scugog’s Accessibility  
Advisory Committee. If you want to learn more about accessibility for 
people with disabilities visit: www.township.scugog.on.ca

Did You Know? -  It would appear the mysterious Port Perry 
Phantom is alive and well. Focus recently received a letter in which 
he/she says, “The Phantom and politics! Oh please! The Phantom 
has other matters to be concerned with. Besides this election is 
rather a yawn! Perhaps if you had thrown your hat into the ring. 
Interesting!”
 Obviously the Phantom has a sense of humour. The publisher of this 
magazine has shown no interest in politics now, or ever. C’mon Mr. 
Phantom... it’s time to reveal yourself!

Did You Know? -  It’s the law for snowmobiles using Ontario  
Federation of Snowmobile Clubs’ groomed trails to have a valid 
Snowmobile Trail Permit before using the trails.  If you haven’t pur-
chased your permit yet, it will cost you $230 for this season. 
 For those who don’t want to run the trails, you can still race around 
on Lake Scugog with no permit, but remember if you leave the lake, 
there’s a number of rules about running on the streets and roads in 
Scugog Township. Check the township’s bylaws!

SomethingToSingAbout

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA
Here’s	 a	 gift	 that	 keeps	 giving...	 a	
beautiful	 hard	 cover	 book	 revealing	
the	 history	 and	 fascinating	 stories	
from	 Port	 Perry	 and	 other	 smaller	
communities	in	Scugog	Township.
Choose from these great titles:

	 •	Historic Homes
 •	Scugog Exposed
 •	Mayhem To Murder
 •	Scugog: The Early Years
Available at:

Books Galore & More - 175 Perry Street
Focus On Scugog - 188 Mary Street
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Thumbs Up	-	For	Kathy	Dudley’s	third	consecutive	Pet	Calendar	
Project.	An	avid	animal	lover,	Kathy’s	unstinting	time	and	
efforts,	along	with	the	Port	Perry	Star,	have	given	much	
needed	dollars	 to	 the	Uxbridge-Scugog	Animal	Shelter.	
The	Shelter	and	the	animals	thank	Kathy	and	by	the	way,	
we	love	the	calendar.

Thumbs Down -	In	general,	to	voting	by	mail.	While	some	people	
may	love	the	idea,	and	we	understand	it	has	its	practicali-
ties,	we	are	not	sold	on	the	idea.	We	miss	the	feeling	of	
involvement	that	takes	place	when	you	have	to	physically	
go	to	the	polling	station.	Mailing	our	votes	may	be	practi-
cal,	but	it’s	also	impersonal.

Thumbs Up  -	Actually	let’s	make	it	two	thumbs	up	for	the	Scugog	
Chamber	of	Commerce,	volunteers	and	participants	of	the	recent	

Santa	Claus	Parade	in	Port	Perry.	Couldn’t	have	
been	 a	 better	 night	 for	 the	 thousands	 of	 kids,	
moms,	dads,	grandmas	and	grandpas	that	lined	
the	street.	Wow!!	What	a	show!	Take	a	bow!

Thumbs Down - To	pedestrians,	most	often	to	tourists,	who	appear	
to	be	completely	oblivious	 to	 traffic	when	 they	cross	a		
downtown	intersection.	Not	only	do	they	hold	up	traffic	as	
they	stroll	along	mindlessly	‘gawking	and	talking’,	some	
even	glare	back	at	you	as	you	sit	impatiently	waiting,	like	
they’re	daring	you	to	move	an	inch.		Bite	my	tongue!

Thumbs Down - Speaking	 of	 pedestrians...	 as	 a	motorist,	 don’t	
you	 just	get	 ticked-off	when	a	group	of	people	wander	
along	the	street	blocking	one	lane	of	traffic,	when	only	a	
few	feet	away	there’s	an	empty	sidewalk?	And	you	don’t	
dare	honk	your	horn	to	warn	them	they’re	in	your	lane	of	
traffic,	for	fear	of	some	kind	of	reprisal.

Thumbs Up -	 For	 the	 wonderfully	 reconstructed	 and	 renovated	
Scout	Hall.	Thanks	to	those	who	had	the	foresight	to	save	
this	unique	structure,	and	thanks	also	to	the	many	people	
who	donated	material	and	labour.	The	hall	is	now	open	
and	many	people	now	have	a	place	to	call	home.

Thumbs Down -	To	restaurants	that	do	not	take	reservations.	How	
can	someone	plan	a	birthday,	anniversary	or	any	special	
event	dinner	with	the	“show	up	and	hope	you	get	a	seat”	
policy?	We	refuse	to	line	up	for	dinner,	so	took	our	six	
people	and	$350	dinner	money	elsewhere.

Thumbs Up  - A	huge	thumbs	up	 to	 the	members	of	 the	Rotary	
Club	for	the	amazing	job	they’ve	done	on	re-building	the	
boardwalk	along	the	lakefront.	The	new	facility	is	a	credit	
to	the	club	and	community.	To	all	those	who	participated	
or	volunteered	their	time	to	this	much	needed	and	ap-
preciated	project...	a	big	thank	you!

A column devoted to recognizing events 
and decisions affecting the residents of 
Scugog Township, and rating them with 

a “Thumbs Up, or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs



Street dedicated to pioneer doctors

Grandchildren of Dr. Robert and 
Dr. David Archer presented sign
 Bob Archer was thrilled to accept a replica of a new street sign, 
which will honour the work and life of two of Port Perry’s medical 
pioneers - Drs. Robert and David Archer.
 The moving ceremony took place at a meeting of the Scugog 
Heritage Committee, when Mayor Marilyn Pearce, on behalf of the 
township and builder David Brand, presented a duplicate of the 
sign which will be posted in Mr. Brand’s new subdivision.
 “The physicians were renown for their care and compassion of  
patients and were really provided the beginning of our strong medi-
cal community,” the mayor said.
 Bob Archer, a grandson of Dr. Robert Archer, became very emo-
tional as he accepted the honour and thanked all those who helped 
make it happen. 
 Choking back tears, Mr. Archer said “by naming this street for 
them, they will now be remembered forever in the town which they 
lived and loved.”
 Dr. David Archer set up practice in Port Perry in 1891 as a gen-
eral practitioner and his brother Robert, an accomplished surgeon,  
joined him in 1897.
 The brothers built a medical clinic on the south side of Queen 
St. (now Port Perry Dental Centre) and were two of the most re-
spected doctors to have ever practised medicine in the town.
 The Archers also installed the first telephone system in the town 
and throughout the area, stringing wires on small poles, fences and 
in trees, providing service from Port Perry to the Scugog Island 
store. They later expanded the service with lines being strung to 
Seagrave, Saintfield, Greenbank, Epsom, Utica, Blackstock and 
other small communities which they served.
 Dr. Robert Archer practised medicine in Port Perry with his 
brother from 1897 to 1927. He passed away at his home on July 23, 
1897 at 65 years of age.
 Dr. David Archer arrived in Port Perry in 1891 and for the next 
37 years served the medical needs of the community. He passed 
away on Sept. 20, 1939.
 Both are interred at Pine Grove Cemetery, Prince Albert.

 It was a proud moment for the Archer family at a recent meeting of the 
Scugog Heritage Committee, when a new street was dedicated as “Doctor 
Archer Drive” in honour of Drs. Robert and David Archer. On hand for the 
occasion were, from left, Bob Archer, Mayor Marilyn Pearce, Jean Baker 
and Robert Baker. Mr. Archer and the Bakers are grandchildren of Dr. Rob-
ert Archer. Mayor Pearce presented a duplicate copy of the street sign to 
Bob Archer as a memento of the occasion. The sign is shown here in front 
of pictures of the two pioneer physicians, Robert, left and David.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten 
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Santa brings smiles to
faces of young and old 

 This year’s Santa Claus Parade couldn’t have been better. Streets 
were packed with thousands of spectators along the entire route for the 
hour-long  parade. And they weren’t disappointed, as dozens of  beautiful 
floats, costumes, bands and even an elephant thrilled the crowd. But as 
always, it was Santa himself who got the loudest cheers and waves from 
the thousands of faithfuls. Unfortunately, we were unable to get names, 
but here’s just a few of the people who took part in the parade.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten
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Scout Hall gets new lease on life
Will serve community for many years

shipped north.
 Over the next 65 years, George taught 
at the Radio College of Canada, worked for 
the city of Toronto on electro-mechanical 
equipment and worked in traffic control 
for General Electric.
 He finally retired in 1996 and moved to 
Port Perry in 2001 to be near his daughter, 
Cathy Stevens.
 George counts his collection of 78 
rpm records (jazz, opera and ragtime) 
and “girls” among his greatest pleasures. 
They helped keep him young. His secret 
to a medication-free life at his age is the 
daily shot of single-malt scotch that he self- 
administers right after breakfast. He calls 

it “preservative, restorative and preventa-
tive.” And why after breakfast instead of in 
the evening people ask? “If I was to go out 
and get run over, I’d miss it that day,” he 
says with a wink.
 However, what keeps George active 
is definitely his passion for football. In  
Winnipeg with his son John, adopted son 
Randy White, son-in-law Brian Stevens and 
grandson Tyler Stevens, George donned 
his parka, insulated pants, thermal under-
wear, mukluks and old helmet-liner from 
his working days in order to keep warm. 
He learned that “1991 Winnipeg apparel 
lesson” when spectators nearly froze to 
death. 
 However, his most unforgettable Grey 

Cup game happened in that city in 1947. 
The Argonauts and the Blue Bombers see-
sawed back and forth to 9-8 in the fourth 
quarter. The thriller concluded with the 
Argos foiling a Winnipeg “guard-around” 
play and Joe Krol kicking the winning 
Argo point with only four seconds left on 
the clock. 
 With old friends Grey Cup Connie (of 
Winnipeg), Klondike Kate (of Edmon-
ton) and his family, George sat high up in 
the stadium – “under the floorboards of  
heaven,” as he says, and knew there was 
no place that he’d rather be.
 Except perhaps Toronto in November 
of 2007.  George bought his Grey Cup tick-
et for next year a year ago.

George is ready for 2007 Grey Cup in Toronto
Continued from page 4

The 55-year-old Scout Hall on Simcoe St. has just undergone a complete facelift. Left, the Scout Hall after construction in 1951 and above, on Nov. 22, 2006. 

 On the afternoon of Saturday, Nov. 18, 
the Port Perry Scout Hall was the site of 
a large turnout to celebrate the Grand 
Opening and rededication of the building 
after seven months of renovations.
 “It was such a barn and they just want-
ed to bulldoze it,” said Mayor Marilyn 
Pearce at the event. “It makes being here 
today, the icing on the cake.”
 MPP John O’Toole was on hand to 
praise the work of the restoration com-
mittee – Ellen and Lloyd Greenough, 
Kim King, Brenda and Gary Manns, Deb 
Proctor and Margie Ayres. He reminded 
the audience that it was “all about youth.” 
Mayor Pearce concurred saying, “I can’t 
say enough about this committee.”
 The afternoon’s MC, Kim King pointed 
out that “without political will, this project 
would have fallen by the wayside.” And 
all present heartily thanked Joel Aldred 
for stepping in with funding at the begin-
ning of the process.

 Deb Proctor, Executive Director of Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters (who partner with 
the Scouts) said that the participation of 
the community went a long way. “We’ll be 
able to expand because it’s such a large 
facility.” The committee will be tackling 
the basement next year.
 Aubrey Oppers, representative of 
the Ontario Trillium Foundation (which 
granted the project $72,500) listed heat-
ing, electrical, plumbing and accessibility 
as areas that the funds targeted.
 Between the piper’s entrance, the 
Scout’s “thank you” presentation to Ellen 
Greenough and the official ribbon-cut-
ting, Marion Lee reminded the captive 
audience that she was raising funds for 
furnishings through a dinner on Decem-
ber 1 at the Port Perry Legion.
 Everyone present was offered a piece 
of the scarlet ribbon as a memento of an-
other great community effort.

By Barbara Hunt

 Ellen Greenough, one of the hard working members 
of the restoration committee was presented this lovely  
arrangement for her dedication to the project.
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 Gregory Heffering may not be a house-
hold name in Port Perry today, but when he 
lived here during the 1970s and 1980s he 
was extremely involved in the community.
 Greg was born and raised in what he de-
scribes as a “good Catholic family,” the old-
est of six children. 
 After completing school, he accepted a 
job at the T. Eaton Co. and enrolled in the 
company’s management training program. 
Then after almost a decade with the Eaton 
company, Greg moved on in 1972 to begin a 
career selling men’s wear.
 He arrived in Port Perry in 1974, opened 
an impressive new store which he called 
Gregory’s Men’s Wear.  With no other  
exclusive men’s shops in the town, Greg 
operated the store successfully until 1986, 
when he moved the operation back to his 
home town of Whitby.
 But for the 12 years he 
spent in Port Perry, a town 
from which he still claims 
provided “many fond mem-
ories,” he became very 
involved in his new found 
community.
 He and his former wife, 
Barb, built a new home on 
Scugog Island, and even 
today, Greg says he consid-
ers Port Perry his home.
 In fact it was Greg and a 
handful of other young men 
who started the Sunday 
Hockey League in 1981. A 
league which is still going 
strong to this day.
 Another thing Greg is 

extremely proud of was his involve-
ment with the local Rotary Club. He 
was one of the original organizers 
of the club and became a Charter 
Member when it was formed in 1981-
82. The club just celebrated its 25th 
Anniversary last month and Greg re-
turned for the gala evening.
 He served as president of the club 
during its second year and was a re-
cipient of the Paul Harris Fellow, the 
most prestigious award in Rotary.
 “Rotary was probably the high-
light and most exciting time for me 
while in Port Perry, and I’m very 
proud and humbled by those experi-
ences,” Greg says.
 Greg moved his men’s wear store 
to Whitby in 1986 and operated it for 

about eight months, before 
closing down and moving 
to Orillia.
 Here he worked for 
about two years for an im-
port business, before strik-
ing out on his own once 
again.
 In 1990, he started in 
the marine business doing 
restorations to antique and 
other wooden cruisers. He 
then started with broker-
age sales in 1992 and in 
new boat lines in 1994 and 
managed a land based ma-
rine operation. 
 In the fall of 1996, Greg 
formed his own company, 
Simcoe Yacht Sales, which 

operates out of Orillia.
 Greg has worked in many different facets 
of the marine industry, but says he always 
seems to come back to sales. “Sales is my 
nitch,” he says, and for the past 15 years has 
sold vessels ranging from 14’ to 55’.
 Greg says he has many people to thank 
for helping him along the way to his success 
of today. He credits his father, his first boss 
at Eatons and father-in-law for their support, 
advice and influence.
 But when he talks about Port 
Perry,  he still thinks of it as home.  
I made some great long lasting friends from 
Port Perry and he rhymes off old timers 
like Bob McCoy, Ken Jackson, the Beare 
brothers, Jim Grieve and many others.

By J. Peter Hvidsten

GREG HEFFERINGare they Now?   hereW

Gregory Heffering 1982

Greg at last month’s Rotary 25th Anniversary

Former men’s clothier still
considers Port Perry home
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 Cathy Mark, above, who works with mixed media and metal, shows some 
of her creations to Jim and Margaret Lawrence.  Below, Cindy Lister, Kathy 
Chenier and John Richardson enjoy the art and the wine.

Scugog Arts Council showcase
of artists a resounding success
 The Scugog Council for the Arts held its second annual Showcase Of 
The Arts in November. The show featured 30 talented artists and artisans 
from the area displaying and selling their work and over the two day event, 
more than 700 people attended.
 Showcase organizers report that visitors from near and far “voiced over-
whelming approval of the show” and praised the Scugog Council for the 
Arts for providing a forum for the gifted exhibitors and high quality art.
 More than 500 visitors have indicated they would return next year, and 
plans are already underway for the next SCA show, which is scheduled to 
take place November 2-4, 2007.

Joanna Malcolm, of Studio By The Green, Port Perry, displays her art 
which she calls Whimsical Watercolours. Below, Penny McKeown of 
Mount Albert and her sculptured art dolls.
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Songs of Christmas  Festival
 A Christmas Choral Festival 
will be held at the Port Perry 
United Church on Sunday, Dec. 
10. The concert begins at 3 p.m. 
and is a free-will offering only, 
no tickets.
 The Choral Fest will feature 
the United Church Senior Choir 
and the Senior Chamber Choir 
from Port Perry High School 
under the direction of Charles 

White. There will also be a 
Christmas Carol sing-along.  
 The U.C. Senior Choir is un-
der the direction of our new or-
ganist/choir leader, Joan Bret-
ney.  
 New Beginnings Pasta Supper 
follows the concert at 4:30 p.m.
 Tickets for the supper are 
$13 adult, $6 child, and are avail-
able from the church office.

The Christmas Tree
 The Christmas Tree originated in Germany dur-

ing the 16th century. It was common for the people 
to decorate fir trees, both inside and out, with roses, 
apples, and colored paper.
  It is believed that Martin Luther, the Protestant 
reformer, was the first to light a Christmas tree with 

candles. While coming home one dark winter’s 
night near Christmas, he was struck with the 

beauty of the starlight shining through the 
branches of a small fir tree outside his home. 
He duplicated the starlight by using candles 
attached to the branches of his indoor 
Christmas tree.  

 The Christmas tree was introduced 
into  England in the early 19th century.  
In 1841 Germany’s  Prince Albert, 

husband of  Queen Victoria, decorated a 
large Christmas tree at  Windsor Castle, 
reminiscent of his childhood celebrations 

in Germany.
 Soon after, it became very fashionable 
in Victorian England to set up a large tree 
at Christmas and decorate it with lighted 
candles, candies, and fancy cakes hung 

from the branches by ribbon and by paper chains. 
   The tradition was brought to America by the Pennsylvania Ger-
mans in the 1820s.

Christmas Stockings
 According to legend, a kindly nobleman grew 
despondent over the death of his beloved wife 
and foolishly squandered his fortune. This left 
his three young daughters without dowries and 
thus facing a life of spinsterhood.
 The generous St. Nicholas, hearing of the girls’ 
plight, set forth to help. Wishing to remain anony-
mous, he rode his white horse by the nobleman’s 
house and threw three small pouches of gold 
coins down the chimney where they were for-
tuitously captured by the stockings the young 
women had hung by the fireplace to dry.

Creation of popular 
Christmas traditions
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 The Chicago-based Montgomery Ward Company, department 
store operators, had been purchasing and distributing children’s 
coloring books as Christmas gifts for their customers for several 
years. 
 In 1939, Montgomery Ward tapped one of their own employees 
to create a book for them, thus saving money. Thirty-four-year-old 
copywriter Robert L. May wrote 
the story of Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer in 1939, and 2.4 
million copies were handed out 
that year. Despite the wartime pa-
per shortage, over 6 million cop-
ies had been distributed by 1946.
 May drew in part on the story 
“The Ugly Duckling” and in part 
from his own experiences as an 
often taunted, small, frail youth to 
create the story of the misfit rein-
deer. 
 Though Rollo and Reginald 
were considered, May settled on 
Rudolph as his reindeer’s name. 
Writing in verse as a series of 
rhyming couplets, May tested the story as he went along on his 
4-year-old daughter Barbara, who loved the story.
 Sadly, Robert May’s wife died around the time he was creat-
ing Rudolph, leaving May deeply in debt due to medical bills.  
However, he was able to persuade Sewell Avery, Montgomery 
Ward’s corporate president, to turn the copyright over to him in 
January 1947, thus ensuring May’s financial security.
 May’s story “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” was printed 
commercially in 1947 and in 1948 a nine-minute cartoon of the 
story was shown in theaters. 
 When May’s brother-in-law, songwriter Johnny Marks, wrote 
the lyrics and melody for the song “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer,” the Rudolph phenomenon was born. Turned down by many 
musical artists, afraid to contend with the legend of Santa Claus, 
the song was recorded by Gene Autry in 1949 at the urging of 
Autry’s wife. 
 The song sold two million copies that year, going on to become 
one of the best-selling songs of all time, second only to Bing Cros-
by’s “White Christmas.” 
 The 1964 television special about Rudolph, narrated by Burl 
Ives, remains a holiday favorite to this day and Rudolph himself 
has become a much-loved Christmas icon.

Origin of Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer

& Sullivan, she remained with the Society until the early 80s.
Charles – Pirates of Penzance because he was the Pirate King. He 
stayed with the Society until the early 80s.
Your Most Memorable Moment was…
Barbara – “Nunsense 1 (1986) and Nunsense 2 (2001) for the fun 
of it!”
Erv – “During our first show (Pinafore), I, as the villian Dick Dead-
eye heard my musical cue from the men’s room and clomped up-
stairs taking the stage winded and three minutes late!”
Kent – “In Pirates of Penzance (1979), I played the policeman in the 
second act (along with Paul Arculus). My hat required stuffing to 
keep it out of my eyes.”
Zula – “There were always goings-on back stage. On closing night 
of My Fair Lady (1986), unbeknownst to the director, someone re-
placed the ‘canary in a cage’ with a chicken. It went unnoticed until 
curtain call when it began clucking!”
Charles – “I have fond memories of travelling to Hamilton by bus in 
order to perform part of Pirates of Penzance for CHCH-TV.”
 Focus on Scugog, along with a grateful community, wishes con-
gratulations to all members.

By Barbara Hunt

Scugog Choral Society 
celebrates 30th year 

Continued from page 8

Give a little ‘Miracle’ 
this Holiday Season!
 The Borelians Theatre group have announced tickets are 
on sale just in time for Christmas for the Borelians production 
of The Miracle Worker which opens Feb. 22, 2007.
 A classic of the American theatre, 
The Miracle Worker, by William 
Gibson, is the dramatic and in-
spiring true life story of Helen 
Keller and her teacher, Annie 
Sullivan. 
 Annie’s struggles and tri-
umph to give the gift of lan-
guage and communication to 
Helen, who had been stricken 
blind and deaf as a young child, are 
a testament to the human capacity of courage, faith and love.
 The award winning Borelians perform in the renovated  
historic Town Hall 1873 in the heart of picturesque Port Perry. 
Located at the corner of Queen & Simcoe Streets, the theatre 
is close to fabulous shopping, great dining and charming ac-
commodations.
 The Borelians production of The Miracle Worker is direct-
ed by Carey Nicholson and produced by Joel Van Veghel & 
Carey Nicholson.
 Tickets are on sale now for the show which will take place 
February 22 – 24, and March 1-3. Matinees are on Feb. 24 and 
March 3. Tickets are now available at Henshall’s, 905 985-1965 
or Starticketing, 1-866-808-2006 (toll free), www.starticketing.



20  FOCUS - DECEMBER 2006   focus@observerpub.ca

  It seems that Church Anniversaries have been all the rage this 
year. Just by coincidence, Seagrave United Church celebrated its 
100th, Prince Albert United Church has celebrated its 140th  
anniversary and Greenbank United Church celebrated its 110th 
anniversary this past September.
  The Presbyterians are also celebrating the fact that their first 
congregation was created in this community 150 years ago.
  The first religious services were held in the homes of pio-
neers. An itinerant preacher would visit the various settlements in 
the Township and hold services in the homes of settlers.
  The first known visiting preachers in Reach Township were 
the Methodists. There are records of them visiting Dayton’s Cor-
ners as early as the mid-1820s.
  In 1840 Dayton’s Corners changed its name to Prince Albert in 
honour of Queen Victoria’s husband, Prince Albert.  
  Construction of the first church built here was by the Method-
ists in 1851. The site of this church is not known although it was 
most probably on the site of the present church grounds. The 
church was dedicated on February 8, 1852. 
  In 1859, the Methodists celebrated their 30th anniversary 
of Sabbath School, or Sunday School as it was later called. This 
would indicate that the Sunday School began in 1829. That’s 177 
years ago and that has to be the oldest institution here in Scugog.
  By the early 1840s Dayton’s Corners (Prince Albert) was part 
of the Whitby circuit for the Methodists.
  The Methodists had over 200 regular members in attendance 
by 1860 and they decided to build a much larger church. The con-
gregation bought land in 1865 and work began on the new church. 
  At this time Prince Albert was the second largest grain han-
dling centre in Canada with hotels at each of the four corners, all 
kinds of stores and a twice daily stage coach to Oshawa. 
  The Methodists held a variety of fundraising events and the 
new brick church was built at a cost of $3,627. It was opened on 
Sunday, September 30, 1866. 
  The Methodists were an extremely active group, 
building their first church in Seagrave in 1875.  This 
was on River Street across the road from the present 
United Church.  The congregation grew and created 
a demand for a much larger church.  In 1907 they 
built the present church.   
  Greenbank was a deeply religious community 
once boasting four churches - Anglican, Methodist, 

Baptist and Presbyterian.  The Anglican Church of St. Agnes was 
built in 1868. Its congregation was unable to support the church, 
so it was closed in 1920 and its bell tower moved to Port Perry 
Anglican Church to symbolize the movement of its congregation 
to that church. 
  The former church building is now the community hall, lo-
cated just south of the present United Church on Highway 12  
in Greenbank.
      The Methodists in Greenbank remained strong and numerous, 
opening their imposing red brick church in 1896. 
 In 1883 a number of denominations including the Wesleyan Meth-
odists, Methodist Episcopal,  Primitive Methodists,  Bible Chris-
tian Methodists and the Canada West New Connexion Church, 
joined together to form the Methodists Church of Canada.  In 
1925 the Methodist Church became part of the United Church of 
Canada.
     The Presbyterians had an early start in old Reach Township. 
The first congregation was established in Prince Albert in 1855 
and officially recognized the following year. The Presbyterians 
built a church there in 1859.  The Anglicans used the Presbyterian 
Church as their place of worship until they began to build their 
own church in Port Perry in 1866.
  The first service in the Anglican Church of the Ascension in 
Port Perry was held on Feb 16, 1869. 
  The migration of Prince Albert merchants to Port Perry with 

the coming of the railway, was joined by the Presbyterians.  
They closed their early church and built a new one, the 

present church, in Port Perry in 1870. 
  It is pleasant to notice that so many 
of our early churches are still thriving here in Scugog. 

These buildings add dignity and grace to 
our landscape.  

  It is hoped that they 
will continue to do so for years to 

come, reminding us of the toil, 
dedication and faith 

of our pioneering 
predecessors. 

By Paul Arculus

Many	area	churches	are	now	celebrating	more
than	a	century	of	service	to	their	communities	

St. Agnes, Greenbank 1868 Methodist Prince AlbertMethodist Greenbank - 1901Methodist Church, Seagrave 1904

Scugog Exposed

HALLS OF WORSHIP

Centre sketch is the Prince Albert Presbyterian Church 1861
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Rotary Park gets a make-over
These photographs show the same section of the Rotary boardwalk as it looked in May 2006 (left), and how it looked at the re-opening in mid-November.

 Rotarians were in a jovial mood prior to the ribbon cutting to officially 
open the Rotary Club of Port Perry boardwalk recently. Taking part in the 
ceremony were, from left, Aubrey Oppers, Mayor Marilyn Pearce, John 
O’Toole and Rotary president Kathy Chenier who simultaneously cut the  
ribbon to declare the boardwalk officially open. 
 

 The recently re-built boardwalk in the Rotary Club 
of Port Perry Park is now officially open and ready for 
use by the public.
 The new 1,800 metre boardwalk, winds southward 
through the marsh from behind Flieler’s gas station 
towards the boatlaunch and replaces the original walk-
way which had deteriorated in recent years.
 No doubt users of this popular facility will be pleased 
with the sturdy, wider structure which now features 
handrails. The structure has also been elevated three 
feet to provide a better view across the marshlands.  
 A small but enthusiastic crowd of about 50 people, 
including Rotarians, politicians and park users attend-
ed the brief ceremony held on Nov. 18. 
 This boardwalk project was overseen by the Rotary 
Club of Port Perry with financial support from the  
Ontario Trillium Foundation of Ontario ($60,000),  
Rotary Club of Port Perry ($47,000) and West Shore 
Retirement Village. 
 Also included in the project was the installation of 
10 new park benches along the walkways in the park 
where people can sit and enjoy a view of Lake Scugog 
and the environmental park.

 Above, one of the new composite park benches found along the trail 
which leads towards the south entrance of the new boardwalk.
 Left, Mayor Pearce and Kent Farndale lead a group on a stroll across the 
1,800 meter boardwalk following the opening ceremony.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten
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 On December 6, 7, 8 and 10, the Island Dance Studio will 
be presenting its 4th Annual production of The Nutcracker at 
Town Hall 1873. 
 This delightful holiday treat combines the worlds of dance, 
creative costuming and the imagination. 
 As well as Clara and Fritz, the Arabian Princess, the Snow 
Queen and the Sugar Plum Fairy, this year’s feast-for-the-
senses will also boast Mother Ginger, a whimsical storybook 
character and a set of Grandparents. 
 “We’re trying to bring some more comedy 
into the piece,” explains Richelle Kinley-Van 
Dyk, the director of the dance company.
 Cast members are all local dancers and 
every student is encouraged to participate in 
this non-profit event. “I want to see kids have 
the opportunity to experience being part of a 
show like this,” says Richelle. “We have danc-
ers of all ages from a 3-year-old right up to the 
new Grandparent characters.” 
 With no cost incurred for the instruction, re-
hearsal or costumes, anyone can take part in this 
wonderful seasonal showpiece. For tickets, call 
905-985-6908 or purchase them at Henshall’s 
Clothing on Queen Street (905-985-1963).

The Nutcracker 
comes to life

 Some of the young performers in the upcoming production of The  
Nutcracker include: back left, Bailey Alexander, Laura Hartman and 
Krista Newey. Front, Laura Hartman             Photos courtesy Jane Twohey
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The Nutcracker 
comes to life

Santa Claus
 The original Santa Claus, St. Nicholas, was born in Turkey in the 
4th century. He was very pious from an early age, devoting his life to 
Christianity. 
 He became widely known for his 
generosity for the poor. But the Romans 
held him in contempt. He was impris-
oned and tortured. 
 But when Constantine became em-
peror of Rome, he allowed Nicholas to 
go free. Constantine became a Christian 
and convened the Council of Nicaea 
in 325. Nicholas was a delegate to the 
council. 
 He is especially noted for his love of 
children and for his generosity. He is the 
patron saint of sailors, Sicily, Greece, 
and Russia. He is also, of course, the pa-
tron saint of children. 
 The Dutch kept the legend of St. 
Nicholas alive. In 16th century Hol-
land, Dutch children would place their 
wooden shoes by the hearth in hopes 
that they would be filled with a treat. 
 The Dutch spelled St. Nicholas as Sint Nikolaas, which became 
corrupted to Sinterklaas, and finally, in Anglican, to Santa Claus. 
 In 1822, Clement C. Moore composed his famous poem, “A Visit 
from St. Nick,” which was later published as “The Night Before 
Christmas.” 
 Moore is credited with creating the modern image of Santa Claus 
as a jolly fat man in a red suit.

Christmas Cards
 A form of Christmas card began in England first when young 
boys practiced their writing skills by creating Christmas greetings 
for their parents, but it is Sir Henry Cole who is credited with cre-

ating the first real Christmas card. 
The first director of London’s Victo-
ria and Albert Museum, Sir Henry 
found himself too busy in the Christ-
mas season of 1843 to compose in-
dividual Christmas greetings for 
his friends. He commissioned artist 
John Calcott Horsley for the illustra-

tion. The card featured three panels, with the center panel depicting 
a family enjoying Christmas festivities and the card was inscribed 
with the message “A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to 
You.”

Christmas Traditions
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Rotary and Santa dish 
up a feast for seniors
 Christmas is one of the favourite times of the year for members 
of the Port Perry Rotary Club. It’s at this time they get to deliver 
Christmas cheer and nourishment to more than 200 of Scugog’s 
seniors and shut-ins.
 The Rotary’s annual Christmas Dinner, which has been a tradi-
tion in town for more than a decade, gives club members a chance 
to mingle and chat with some of the township’s wonderful sen-
iors. 
 This year, club members cooked up a traditional turkey dinner 
with all the trimmings, and supplied entertainment as well. 
 Of course a Christmas dinner wouldn’t be complete without 
a visit from Santa, who mingled among his throng of admirers, 
going table to table dropping off a little treat for each of the par-
ticipants.
 The Rotary Christmas Dinner took place on Nov. 28, at the  
Scugog Community Centre.

 The arrival of Santa at the Port Perry Rotary Club annual Christmas  
Dinner for area seniors always causes excitement. Above, Barb Martin and 
Karen Richardson get a big hug from Santa during his visit to the hall.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten (file photo 2002)

P JANUARY	 -	The	Open	Air	 Ice	Palace	opened	with	
more	than	4,200	people	lacing	up	to	skate	on	one	of	the	
largest	outdoor	skating	rinks	in	the	province.

P FEBRUARY	-	Automotive	parts	maker	Johnson	Con-
trols	announced	it	would	close	the	doors	of	its	Port	Perry	
plant	throwing	280	employees	out	of	work.	The	plant	was	
scheduled	to	cease	operations	by	April	15,	1991.

P MARCH	-	The	search	for	two	missing	girls,	Elizabeth	
Bain	and	Julie	Stanton	had	resumed	in	Scugog	Township	
after	taking	several	weeks	off	during	the	winter	months.

P APRIL	 -	 Escaped	 prisoner	 David	 Clifford	 Maltby,	
44,	 serving	 a	 nine-year	 sentence	 in	Warkworth	Prison	
walked	into	the	Port	Perry	Star	office	and	gave	a	20	min-
ute	interview	to	Star	reporter	Julia	Dempsey,	while	police	
scoured	the	area	looking	for	the	fugitive.

P JUNE	 -	 Henry	 and	 Joyce	 Janssen	 officially	 retired	
from	the	Port	Perry	Printing	Company	after	operating	the	
business	for	16	years.	Their	son	Tony	has	taken	over	the	
printing	company.

P OCTOBER	-	Dr.	Helen	Bathie	won	the	Chiropractor	of	
the	Year	Award	at	the	national	convention.

P NOVEMBER	 -	A	 ribbon	cutting	ceremony	was	held	
for	the	official	opening	of	the	Water	Park	Condominiums	
on	Water	Street.

JUNE 1991 - Dennis Anderson Chevrolet-Oldsmobile was locat-
ed on Queen St. on the present site of Shopper’s Drug Mart.

THE YEAR WAS 1991
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Scugog’s Veterans are not forgotten
 It was a somber, rainy day which 
greeted veterans as they prepared to  
honour their comrades this past Remem-
brance Day. No doubt the conditions 
brought back many memories of the wet, 
mud-caked battlefields they served on 
more than half a century ago, so far from 
home.
 But the cool November winds and 
light rain couldn’t dampen the resolve of 
the community as veterans, their families 
and residents of Scugog gathered to re-
member the sacrifices of the young men 
who lost their lives.
 A parade consisting of veterans, mem-
bers of the Royal Candian Legion, Branch 
419, representatives of Canada’s Armed 
Forces, Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
cadets, scouting associations and others 
marched from the former War Memorial 
Library on Queen St., to the Perry St. me-
morial. 
 A large crowd braved the ele-
ments to take part in the annual  
Remembrance Day ceremony, and most 
notable were the number of young people 
attending this year.
 Pictures on this page, from top left, 
Mayor Marilyn Pearce laying a wreath for 

the township; Cadets Cameron Walker 
and Bryan Sinclair salute as they lay a 
wreath for the Port Perry Cadet Corps., 
Mary Cannon with the Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary wreath; Jeff Taylor reading off 
the names inscribed on the cenotaph.
 Right: Beavers Justin Sedgwick, Con-
ner Dalziel and Liam Kozell lay a wreath 
for members of the Port Perry Scouting 
Association.
  Lower Right: Victoria Nightingale lays 
a wreath in remembrance of her grand-
parents Clare and Marie Nightingale.
 Bottom: The Legion Colour Party 
leads the parade along Queen St.
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     A look at some of the many events       in and around Scugog Township

 Step	back	in	time	and	experience	Christmas	over	100	years	ago.	
The	Scugog	Shores	Museum	will	be	hosting	the	Children’s	Old-Fash-
ioned	Christmas	on	Sunday,	Dec.	10	from	11:00	a.m.	–	4:00	p.m.	
	 Santa	will	be	hearing	wishes	in	the	Pioneer	Schoolhouse.	Take	a	
tour	of	the	Museum	Village,	traditionally	decorated	for	the	holidays.	
Victorian	Christmas	crafts	for	children,	heritage	demonstrations	and	
refreshments	will	be	offered	throughout	the	day.
	 In	the	log	cabin	we	will	have	popcorn	and	cranberries	to	string.		We	
will	also	be	baking	gingerbread	cookies	in	the	wood	stove	and	have	

a	cookie	decoration	station	set	up.
	 In	the	Lee	House	children	can	make	their	own	Victorian	Christmas	
Cards	and	Potpourri	Sachets	to	hang	on	their	tree	at	home.
	 We	will	have	a	Christmas	Scavenger	Hunt	all	day	so	the	children	
can	explore	the	Museum	Village	to	see	how	the	blacksmith,	harness	
maker	and	woodworker	prepared	for	Christmas.	The	Blacksmith	will	
also	be	in	his	shop	working	from	11	a.m.	to	4	p.m.
	 In	the	School,	Santa	will	be	taking	Christmas	lists	from	11:30	–	1.		
We	will	also	be	serving	hot	chocolate	and	cookies.

 What’s Up Scugog  
Museum to host Children’s Old-Fashioned Christmas in the village

Christmas & Holiday Worship
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