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Dear Editor
 Congratulations Peter and 
staff of Focus on Scugog.
 Catherine and I scramble 
to be the first to read your 
fine home town magazine. 
 I particularly enjoy the 
“Thumbs” and “Did You 
Know?”. Catherine enjoys 
the “Sunleite” articles. 
 Keep up the good work!

Ed Daigle
Port Perry

Dear Editor
 The editorial in your June 
edition of Focus on Scugog 
seems to suffer from the same 
condition as the Township’s 
Council - that is, wanting to 
have your cake and eat it too. 
Let me see if I understand the 
combined arguments. 
 1. Council has opted for 
the Wal-Martization of Port 
Perry and only time will tell 
what the effects of that deci-
sion will be on our commu-
nity. 
 The skeletal remains 
of downtown core areas in 
small and mid-sized towns 
across Canada and the Unit-
ed States exhibit what has 
occurred in many cases, yet 
Council believes that Port 
Perry will be spared this 
fate. To that end, Council 
legislated that no drug store 

will be allowed to build in 
the new plaza, thus preclud-
ing Shoppers Drug Mart (or 
any other large drug store), 
from locating near Wal-Mart 
(which will, however, be al-
lowed to operate its own 
pharmacy). 
 How nice for them! 
 2. To compete with the 
new retail giant, Shoppers 
Drug Mart wishes to pur-
chase the Railroadhouse 
Inn, tear it down (thank 
God), and build a large store 
on that site.
 But your editorial says 
absolutely NO - “this is not 
the time for one of the BIA’s 
largest members to abandon 
the downtown”. 
 This logic was not applied 
to Canadian Tire nor is it be-
ing argued for the L.C.B.O. 
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Can’t have your cake and eat it too

Keep up the
good work!

Dear Editor
 Thanks for the very nice 
remarks you made in the last 
issue in the Thumbs Up sec-
tion about the Stewards.
 It is just the kind of little 
remark that not only justifies 
our work, but also makes us 
really consider that our work 
is worthwhile.
 Unfortunately, it is such 
an enormous project that we 
have taken on! Thanks again 
for that.

Barbara Karthein
Port Perry

Kind remarks 

See ’Shoppers’ on page 9

	 The	Dragon	Flies,	organizers	of	the	Lake	Scugog	Dragon	Boat	races,	take	a	lap	around	the	lakefront	to	the		
delight	of	thousands	of	spectators	on	June	23.	See	more	photos	of	this	event	on	page	11.						Photo	by	J.P.	Hvidsten



�  FOCUS - JULY 2007   focus@observerpub.ca

Easy 
Rider
Ralph	proves,	if	the	body	
and	mind	are	willing,	at	
80	years	of	age	you	can	
live	out	your	dreams...	
 Ralph Harknett couldn’t be called your 
‘typical’ senior citizen. The spunky 80-year 
old purchased his first Harley Davidson mo-
torcycle earlier this year and now spends 
much of his leisure time riding the roads 
around Scugog and beyond.
 Ralph worked with the City of Toronto for 34 years before resign-
ing in 1987. He and his wife Dorothy moved to Port Perry after he 
retired and built a home on Old Simcoe Road. “It was the best move 
we ever made.” he said.
 He first got interested in motorcycles about nine years ago, af-
ter purchasing a 1984 Yamaha bike from a friend. He didn’t have a 
license to ride, so he trailered it home and made an appointment to 
get his bike license at Durham College.
 He recalls when he phoned to register for the motorcycle course 
the receptionist asked his age. “When I replied ‘72 years old’, there 
was dead silence on the other end of the line,” he says. 
 Ralph passed with flying colours and has been riding ever since. 
Before his latest acquisition, he owned two new 750 Honda Aces mo-
torcycles. But, ever since he started riding he’s had a desire to own 
a Harley Davidson. His wife Dorothy always encouraged him to buy 
one if that was what he really wanted.
 But Dorothy didn’t get to see the smile on Ralph’s face when he 
bought his first Harley. She passed away last fall after a brief illness. 
The couple had been married 57 years.
 And although getting out on his bike helps take his mind off the 
loss of his life partner, Ralph chokes back his emotion recalling their 
wonderful years together.
 “I just wish Dorothy had been around to see this,” he said.
 He enjoys the camaraderie of riding out to Haugen’s motorcycle 
drop-ins every Thursday throughout the summer. “It’s a real social 
thing with the guys and helps put in the time,” he says.
 He laughs when he thinks about when he owned his Honda and 
the ‘Harley guys’ wouldn’t associate with him.
  “There’s a little more prestige if you have a Harley. They (Harley 
owners) won’t talk or ride with you if you own a Japanese bike,” he 
says with a smile.
 Aside from riding his bike, Ralph enjoys meeting up every morn-
ing with a group of friends for coffee and conversation at Tim Hor-
tons and McDonalds. It really isn’t about the coffee, it’s company,” 
he says. 
 But the ‘coffee gang’ doesn’t begin to fill the large void left in his 
life with the death of his wife.  “I miss Dorothy a great deal. It’s hard 
sitting alone at night remembering,” he says.
 For that reason Ralph tries to blur the memories by keeping him-
self busy. During the day he spends time working around his house, 

or out in the garage polishing the chrome on his bike. At night he 
dabbles in writing poetry.
 So the next time you see a ‘white-haired’ man on a sparkling green 
and black Harley Davidson, say “Hi Ralph.”
 We know he’d love to chat.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
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 Members of the Brock family were hon-
oured during the awards ceremony for Canoe 
the Nonquon last month. The tribute was  to 
recognize the leadership and efforts of Bill 
and Claudette Brock in organizing the popu-
lar canoe race 39 years ago.
 An attractive black slate plaque, embossed 
with gold lettering was presented to the fam-
ily by Mayor Marilyn Pearce and Heritage 
committee Chair Peter Wokral, who both 
expressed appreciation for all the family has 
done for Port Perry.
 Brocks Department Store is celebrating its 
125th anniversary of business in Port Perry 
with special events throughout the year and 
the family was busy on June 2 serving pan-
cakes at their lakefront tent.
 Seen here with the plaque following the 
presentation are Bill, Claudette and their 
daughters Julia (left) and Marina. 

Photo	by	J.P.	Hvidsten

Brock family  
honoured for
commitment
to community
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 Back in the mid-60s, when David Menzies managed 
the meat department at Brooklin IGA he never dreamed 
of being involved in a local business to the third genera-
tion.
 At age 20, he had just graduated from hairdressing 
school and celebrated with a vacation at Wasaga Beach 
with friends. On his return to Port Perry, his parents, Ar-
chie and Helen informed him that they had rented the 
store at their current location (257 Queen Street) to open 
a beauty shop. 
 It opened under the name ‘Helen & David’s’ starting 
the summer of 1967. Three years later, Helen retired, but 
continued to style hair from her home on Rosa Street for 
many years.
 David utilized his experience at an Uxbridge salon, 
his creative passion and several renovations over the 
years to build up a loyal customer following under the 
name ‘David’s’.
 In 1994, his son Scott graduated from his hairdress-
ing studies to join his father’s operation. “We had always 
bonded over sports, but working together, coaching 
hockey together and living together made for some 
challenges in the beginning,” says Scott with a broad 
grin. 
 “Yes,” agrees David, “but it’s been such a fulfilling experience 
working with Scott. It’s allowed us to embellish our relationship in 
a totally different area.”
 At the 40-year mark, David is participating in the operation 
called ‘Menzies Salon & Spa’ (the 800 square foot spa was added 
three years ago) at a more relaxed pace, and will eventually move 
the business into Scott’s capable hands.
 “I was never much of a school guy growing up; a little artsy 
and fashion-conscious. Everyday here is different and I love the 
energy that comes from working with people,” he explains. 
 With competition from some dozen salons plus Lakewinds  
within the confines of a small town, it’s a real testament to their 

 

business acumen to have succeeded for 40 years. “It’s always 
tougher in a service industry than when you’re simply selling a 
product,” says Scott. “You need to maintain a high and consistent 
level of service.”
 During the month of July, Menzies is sharing gifts with a 15% 
savings on all services (excluding David’s). “We’re so excited 
about this milestone that we want to honour our loyal clientele,” 
says Scott. To which David adds, “I’ve met such wonderful and 
supportive people over the years. Port Perry is the place to be.”
 Check www.menziessalonspa.com, call 905-985-7101 or email 
menzies@powergate.ca.

By Barbara Hunt

David and Scott Menzies are
marking 40 years in business
at their Queen St. salon

IN YOUR HAIR

Photo by J.P. Hvidsten
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Did You Know? -   On the first sur-
vey maps of the Lake Scugog area, 

which were drawn-up by Samuel Wilmot 
circa 1810, the river we now know as the  

Nonquon River was referred to as the ‘Mistake River.’
 Honest! If you don’t believe us... ask Paul Arculus!!

Did You Know? -  Last month during the controversial “Carp 
Kill” in Lake Scugog some area residents, obviously unhap-
py with the smelly situation, actually drove to the municipal  
office on Perry St. during the cover of night and dumped 
dead carp in front of the door.
 Bet they didn’t know the township’s security camera caught 
them acting a little fishy outside the building! That’s a “got’ya.”

Did You Know? -  Speaking of carp, did you know that in 
about 1950, Ministry of Natural Resources officials placed 
heavy steel grills in the culverts along the Port Perry cause-
way to keep the thousands of carp from getting into the rice 
fields south of the causeway?
 According to reports, the carp destroyed so many rice plants, 
there was concern for the future of the duck population, which 
relied on the rice for feed. The grills no longer exist.

Did You Know? -  It was seven years ago this summer the 
famous steamboat “African Queen” took part in a Steamboats 
of Scugog Festival. You may remember the movie of the same 
name starred Humphrey Bogart and Katherine Hepburn. 
 After the death of Captain Jim Hendricks, who owned the 
African Queen, the 30’ steamer was sold. It is now docked at the 
Hotel Paradise Village Marina in Nuevo Vallarta.

DID YOU
KNOW?

Visit Focus On The Web: 
www.focusonscugog.com
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 Almost a month after a huge kill-off of carp in Lake Scugog 
many questions regarding ‘why’ have yet to be answered. As of 
the deadline for Focus on Scugog on June 25, no word had been 
received from officials at a Guelph University laboratory, where 
samples of the dead fish were sent for analysis.
 As reported by the local and national media, thousands of carp 
were found dead and decaying around the lake in early June and 
the incident became a lead story for radio, television and daily 
newspapers across Canada.
 While agencies and governments argued about who was re-
sponsible for clearing the lake, some responsible residents took it 
upon themselves to clean up their lakefront properties. 
 Over the weekend of June 16 residents along the shoreline of 
Portview Beach Rd., led by 72 year-old Jim Adam, pulled on masks 
and rubber gloves to clear their shoreline of an estimated 600 or 
more decomposing carp. The carcasses were gathered in barrels 
and pails, then transported by way of a pontoon boat to a site where 
they were thrown into pits and incinerated.
 But despite the efforts of local citizens and government to rec-
tify a bad situation, when no help came from either the provincial 
or federal government, some residents obviously felt the township 
had not done enough.
 In an effort to point out their displeasure with the lack of action 
by all levels of government, at least one person decided to send out 
a message by dropping a number of the smelly, dead carp in front 
of the municipal office entrance. The incident was captured on a 
closed-circuit surveillance camera on the building.
 While there have been a number of suggestions as to the reason 
the carp died, including water temperatures, spawning and viral he-
morrhaging, until test results are returned from the Guelph labora-
tory the incident will remain a mystery.

Carp kill still a mystery
A dead carp, infested with flies, lies in shallow water beside the boat launch.
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‘Doors Open’ Port Perry
 Next month, “Doors Open” and 
“Come to Port 1887” have teamed up to 
bring the community an exciting day full 
of activities. It all happens on Saturday, 
August 11. “Come to Port 1887” will in-
volve a re-enactment of 1887 events in 
Port Perry.  Many locals will assume the 
characters of people who lived here at that time and will par-
ticipate in the re-enactment of a Temperance rally. Elsewhere in 
the Municipality, Scugog has 10 sites to celebrate “Doors Open 
2007.”  Sites in Caesarea, Blackstock, Prince Albert and Port 
Perry will be opened for viewing. Mark this date on your calen-
dar and watch Focus on Scugog next month for full details.

Aquarama 2007
 There’s still more than a month to go, but put aside Sunday, 
August 19 to take part in the Rotary Club of Port Perry’s Aquar-
ama fundraising event at the lakefront. Reg-
istration takes place at 9:00 a.m. and races 
begin 11:00 a.m. The event takes place in 
Palmer Park, Port Perry. For more informa-
tion or if you’d like to register a team, please 
call 905-985-6282. If you don’t want to ride, 
get out and cheer for your favourite team.

Around Our Town
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 It’s said that history often repeats itself... 
and in the case of weed growth in Lake Scu-
gog it’s a problem which has plagued the 
lake and municipal councils for more than a 
century.
  Recently councillor Bobbie Drew raised 
the issue at council and suggested the cur-
rent “excessive weed growth” could have a 
negative impact on summer activities and 
potentially tourism in general.
 This year’s crop of weeds along the lake-
front and in the bay near the boat launch 
does appear to be the heaviest in years. The 
large beds of brownish/red weed stretches 
across both bays making activities along the 
lakefront difficult and unpleasant.
 But the weed issue is not a new one for 
Lake Scugog. As early as the 1870s articles 
began appearing in the local newspapers 
about the weeds and filth along Port Perry’s 
lakefront.
 In August 1910 the local council contract-
ed the John Carew Lumber Co. of Lindsay 
to remove the weeds from the water front. 
The work was accomplished with a drag of 
timber and boom chains drawn by a strong 
side wheel steamer. 

 Just a few years later, in July 1915, lo-
cal men gathered at the lakefront with 
rakes, forks and scythes to get rid of the 
heavy growth of weeds, and in 1930 the fed-
eral government sent a harvester called the 
“Harwood” to clear weeds from Lake Scu-
gog at Port Perry, Caesarea and the chan-
nels.
 Jumping ahead to the summer of 1983 
the weeds were so thick in the lake, Port 
Perry Marine operator Bill Kendry hired a 
weed cutting machine to free up the area in 
front of the marina.
 In July the same year, council was forced 
to tackle the weed problem. After consid-
erable discussion and researching various 
methods, council voted to take a look at ei-
ther purchasing or renting a weed harvester 
for the remainder of the summer. 
 Council contacted United Marine of To-
ronto, who delivered a harvester to Lake 
Scugog to provide a demonstration. May-
or Jerry Taylor and members of council 
climbed aboard the $50,000 weed harvester 
to get a first-hand view of the operation and 
efficiency of the harvester.
 Following the demonstration the council 

 
opted to rent a harvester at 
a cost of $12,000 for two months and began 
harvesting weeds throughout the remain-
der of the summer along Port Perry’s wa-
terfront and channels near the Caesarea 
dock.
 There have been many years when the 
weed situation in Lake Scugog was equally 
bad, for example last summer when a mas-
sive bed of milfoil at the lakefront and near 
the municipal boat launch made navigation 
near impossible.
 But despite all the talk and complaining 
it’s been almost a quarter of a century since 
the municipality actually tackled the issue.
 Bobbie Drew’s suggestion to act, rather 
than talk is refreshing, but with all the red 
tape, permits and permission which would 
be required to do something in today’s 
world, it’s highly possible we’ll see snow 
falling before the township can take action.
 But, there’s always next year...

By J. Peter Hvidsten

In	mid-July	1983	Mayor	Jerry	Taylor	and	members	of	Scugog	council	(top)	got	a	close	look	at	 the	
operation	of	this	3	ton	harvesting	machine	as	it	worked	its	way	across	the	lakefront	cutting	weeds.		
At	right,	the	harvester	drops	its	load	of	cut	weeds	on	shore.															File	photos	by	J.P.	Hvidsten	(1983)

WEEDS *@+!# WEEDS

Scugog bogged down with the age 
old problem of weeds, weeds, weeds
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which seems poised to move to the new plaza. 
 The irony is that Shoppers is the only large operation that is 
staying in the downtown area - just moving to a new location. 
Change is not necessarily bad - but when Council permits a ma-
jor change for a newly-arrived American company, it should not 
handcuff an established local businessman and Canadian com-
pany in trying to compete on a level playing field. 
 3. The editorial predicts traffic problems on Highway 7A if 
Shoppers moves (conveniently ignoring the traffic problems 
which will be generated by a plaza more than ten times the size 
of the proposed new drug store). 
 The article goes on to say that Council should not rezone the 
Railroadhouse site in the hopes that a “new, larger” (and pre-
sumably busier) motel complex will be built there (magically, I 
suppose, without its own increase in traffic volume). 
 In any event, this is a pipe dream - there has been no line-up 
of suitors to build such an establishment. 
 4. Finally, the editor praises Shoppers Drug Mart owner 
Doug Brown for always being “a generous and supportive mem-
ber of the community and the downtown...”. He rewards this 
generosity with the suggestion that Shoppers should renovate 
and expand its present building (including the addition of an un-
derground parking lot!), all to save the downtown “cake” from 
being ravaged by “progress”. 
 Unfortunately, Council “left the cake out in the rain” when it 
approved the Wal-Mart plaza, thus ensuring that, like it or loathe 
it, change will come to local businesses and the downtown. Even 
legislating Daphne out of retirement and re-opening the Settle-
ment House would not alter that. 

Hugh Meyer, 
Port Perry 

Dear Focus...
 Mailbox

Continued from Mailbox on page 1

Shoppers should not be handcuffed

We    Letters ♥ 
Drop us a line today at: focus@observerpub.ca
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 Long before the first white set-
tlers arrived in the Lake Scugog 
basin, this section of southern 
Ontario was the home of roaming  
Iroquois and Mississauga 
tribes. 
 As inhabitants of the area for 
more than 100 years before the 
early pioneers arrived, it isn’t 
surprising that at least one old 
map shows a piece of land in 
Prince Albert as an “Indian Bur-

ial Ground.”
 For many years, this small 
rectangular piece of property 
has sat empty and neglected. A 
recent gyophysical survey of the 
plot has now confirmed it to be a 
burial site.
 Located on Old Simcoe Rd., 
immediately north of the gen-
eral store, the plot of land was 
shown on early maps to be 
an “Indian Burial Ground” or 
simply “Graveyard,” although 
there are no records or mark-
ers showing anyone being bur-
ied on this site.
 The Lake Scugog Histori-
cal Society is now working to-
wards solving the century old 
mystery, in co-operation with 
the Baagwating Community 
Association, who have provided 
seed money for the project.
 In February an archeological 
company was hired to conduct 
a geophysical survey of the 
property and to find evidence 
of burials. With a ground pen-
etrating radar instrument, the 
frozen ground was scanned 
without disturbing the surface.  
 The results of the survey are 
clear and fascinating. The sur-
vey confirmed there are at least 
26 burials on the property!

 

Despite the fact early maps re-
fer to an “Indian Burial Ground” 
it is not clear who is buried on 
the site. The Iroquois roamed 
through this part of the coun-
try until the late seventeenth 
century when they were driven 
out by the French. The Missis-
saugas then occupied the Lake 
Scugog Basin beginning in the 
early eighteenth century. 
 In addition, there are several 
pioneer family members who 
passed away before the first 
burials were recorded at the 
Pine Grove Cemetery to the 
northeast. Their burial sites are 
not recorded. 
 One such person was Reuben 
Dayton who died in 1828.  He 
was the son of Reuben Dayton 
who arrived to settle in the com-
munity in 1824.  
 The first burial recorded in 
the Pine Grove Cemetery was 
Anna Hurd, who died in 1831.
 The Lake Scugog Histori-
cal Society has a series of tasks 
ahead. The first involves getting 
permission to have a qualified 
archeologist remove the top soil 
from above a sampling of the 
burial sites and sift through the 
soil to find artifacts which would 

indicate the type of culture of 
the burial.  
 This will be a costly venture 
and funding  will have to be se-
cured to carry this procedure 
out. 
 The Society would also like 
to see the property fenced and 
a monument erected to give the 
history of the burial site and 
have the graveyard re-dedicated 
in an appropriate ceremony. 
 Focus on Scugog will keep 
you posted on the progress of 
this worthwhile project.

By Paul Arculus

Early burial ground verified
Still not determined if gravesites are those of

First Nations tribes or early white settlers
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Early burial ground verified

 Thousands of people gathered along the lakefront in Port Perry on June 
23 to participate and watch the third annual Fire Flies Dragon Boat Festival.  
Perfect weather greeted the spectators and competitors, who raced from the 
south end of Lake Scugog to the finish line in front of Palmer Park raising more 
than $125,000 during the event. This was $20,000 more than a year earlier.
 Palmer Park became a virtual ‘tent city’ for the entire day as teams set up 
stations to relax and wait for their heats. According to officials 48 teams consist-
ing of about 1,2000 paddlers, along with hundreds of volunteers and dignitaries 
took part in the day’s events. The Canterbury Silver Dragons were the high-
est pledge donor team for the third straight year.
	 Hundreds of pink carnations were waved by spectators as The Dragon Flies 
team conducted the Breast Cancer Ceremony, and four white doves were re-
leased in memory of those members of the team who lost their battle against 
breast cancer. The pink carnations were then tossed into the water in memory 
of all those who lost their lives to this dreaded disease.

	 Pictures:	Above,	 spectators	 lining	 the	 shore	 during	 the	 ceremony.	 Upper	
left: carnations floating in the lake near the dragon boats. Left/bottom Teams 
competing	in	the	races.	Below,	The	Dragon	Flies	team	put	up	a	paddle	arch	for	
their	team	mates.																																																											Photos	by	J.P.	Hvidsten
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One of the most poignant tombstones in this region lies in 
the Pine Grove Cemetery in Prince Albert. The tombstone 
has the following inscription:

James Moon 
1819 - 1896

    Catherine Mark, his wife, 
1830 - 1916

    also Nine Infant Children 
That's all.  No names, no dates, no explanations, just the stark 

statement,  "Also nine infant children."
The obituaries in the Ontario Observer reveal a horrible story.  

On July 20, 1876, Sarah Moon, passed away.  She was only five 
years old.

Less than two months later, on September 7, the death of 
Susan Moon, age 16 years, seven months and seven days was 
recorded.  Two weeks later, Maria Moon, four years old, 
died.

The tragic story behind these untimely deaths is to 
be found in the history of epidemics. 

 In the fall of 1873 typhoid fever made its appearance 
in New York City. From there, the disease spread 
throughout the city and became an epidemic.  It then 
began its perilous journey throughout North America.  

Death notices which appeared in the newspapers rarely 
gave the cause of death.  In the obituaries, the cause of death 
was given on some occasions but families and the press were 
reluctant to report typhoid as the cause of death largely 
because of the implications of having a family member die 
of a communicable disease.

The death certificates signed by the coroners, 
however,  could not hide the extent of the epidemic.  
Dr. Ware in Prince Albert,  Dr. Richard Jones in Port 
Perry and Dr. Montgomery in Blackstock were kept 
extremely busy fulfilling their duties. 

The typhoid epidemic of 1873 did not appear in 
Reach and Cartwright until 1874, reaching its height 
in 1875.

In the months of January and February 1875, 
those who succumbed were among the adult 
population. 

The Ontario Observer, the newspaper which 
served Reach and Cartwright townships at the 
time was a weekly paper.  Normally there would be 
three or four death notices scattered throughout a 
month's issues of the newspaper.  During 1874, 
‘75 and ‘76, it was not unusual to see that many in 
a week!

It should also be noted that during the epidemic, many 
families never bothered to announce the deaths of their relatives, 
particularly of their children.  

One of the worst and most destructive epidemics ever to face 
humanity was the influenza epidemic of 1918. Its devastation has 
been placed in the same category as the Black Death. It has been 
estimated that more than twenty million people perished as a result 
of this disease.

By Paul Arculus

• Charles Paxton, 47 yrs., died on Jan. 7, 1875
• Mary Wilds, 20 yrs., died the following week
• Elizabeth Wilson, 40 yrs., died Jan. 1875

That	year,	the	first	child	to	be	reported	as	dying	of	the	
disease	was	Rebecca	Gibson	of	Seagrave,	age	three	
months,	17	days.	Her	death	was	followed	by	many	
more,	including	the	following:

• Elizabeth Walsh, 2 yrs., of Reach Twp., Feb. 1875. 
• John Lewis Webster of Brock, 1 yr. 10 months, Feb. 

1875. 
• Infant son of Edward Bryans, 1 month, died March 4, 

1875
• Jennette Byers, 3 yrs., of Greenbank, March 1875
• James Bentley, 32 yrs., of Utica, March 1875
• Cyrus Lebar, 1 yr., died at Port Perry, March 1875
• Herman Diesfeld, 1 1/2 yrs., of Port Perry, March 1875 
• Susan Mary Carscadden, 5 months, died Mar. 28 at 
Blackstock
• Reverend Robert Reynolds died May 23, 1875 
• Mary Dickie, 2 yrs., died on May 26, 1875.
• John Dickie, the father of the child died the following 
February.
• Gerrow twins (unnamed) One died at 10 days, on May 

12, 1875. The second twin boy died one week later.
• William Morris, 2 months, Port Perry, died in May 
1875.

• Francis Cook, 2 yrs., 9 months, died May 1875
• Mary Gilland of Brock, 22 yrs., 3 months, May 
1875 
There were numerous more deaths in the months 
to follow, but this gives an idea of the impact the 
Typhoid Fever caused in the Port Perry and Lake 
Scugog area.

Typhoid takes a toll

KILLER
   EPIDEMIC

Typhoid hits Scugog area in 1874

Scugog Exposed
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P JANUARY - After a dramatic rescue from an ice 
storm, which included township sander trucks, police, 
ambulance and friends, Carolyn Irwin safely gave birth 
to a baby girl at Community Memorial Hospital.

P FEBRUARY - Librarian Judy McColl was honoured 
at an open house at the Scugog Library before taking up 
her new position with the Central Library System. Judy 
was with Scugog Library for 15 years.

P MAY - Dr. Tom Millar resigned as musical director of 
the Scugog Choral Society to devote more time to the 
Millar Lights, a children’s theatrical group he founded 
with his wife Catherine.

P MAY - It was a thrill of a lifetime for Port Perry High 
School student Sherri Lee Hvidsten when she took part 
in the official opening of Toronto’s new SkyDome.

P SEPTEMBER - S.A. Cawker Public School opened 
its doors to 505 students on Tuesday, Sept. 5, 1989 with 
Harry Kiezebrink as its first principal.

P OCTOBER - Country Style Donuts of Port Perry, 
owned by Ken and Gary Carruthers, was named the 
number one store in Canada in 1990. 

P NOVEMBER - Most Port Perry residents began pick-
ing up their mail from one of the 88 new, but controver-
sial community “super mailboxes.” 

The former creamery building (left) and an old house occupied 
by Frank Real Estate for offices were torn down in 1989 to make 
way for a new condominium building on Water Street.

THE YEAR WAS 1989
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AMBLESIDE

 Chrome and paint sparkled under a bright blue sky at the Scugog Shores Museum Classic 
Car Drive-in and Flea Market held on June 16. The perfect weather attracted lots of antique 
and classic car owners and enthusiasts. Above, Bill Jewell of Tyrone proudly shows off his 
completely restored 1935 Oldsmobile convertible, which sported a unique rumble seat.         

Photo by J.P. Hvidsten

	 Tractor	and	truck	pull	enthusiasts	are	fine-tun-
ing	their	engines	as	they	get	ready	for	the	annual	
Truck	and	Tractor	Pull	which	gets	underway	this	
Friday,	July	6	at	the	Blackstock	Fair	Grounds.
	 This	popular	event	once	again	promises	to	thrill	
the	crowd	with	exciting	matches	between	some	of	
the	area’s	top	pullers.
	 The	excitement	gets	underway	at	7:30	p.m.	this	
Friday	 night	 with	 competitions	 in	 the	 following	
classes:	•	Modified	Farm	Stock	Tractors	 -	 10,500	
lb.	 and	 12,000	 lb.	 	 •	 Modified	 Tractors	 -	 Light	 &	
Heavy	•	Circuit	4x4	Trucks	•	Pro	Stock	Tractors	
-	7,000.
	 The	 following	 day,	 Saturday,	 July	 7,	 the	 action	
heats	up	once	again	with	more	exciting	pulling,	in-
cluding:	•	Circuit	Vintage	Tractors	-	6,500	•	Super	
Stock	4x4	Trucks	•	Pro	Street	Diesel	4x4	Trucks		
•	ProStock	Tractors	-	10,000	lb.	and	11,000	lb.,	and	
•	Highway	Tractors	(limit	of	three	per	company).
	 The	truck	and	tractor	pull	 is	sponsored	by	the	
Blackstock	Agricultural	Society.	Admission	for	this	
popular	event	is	-	adults	$8.00	and	children	12	and	
under	$2.00.
	 For	 more	 information	 about	 the	 Blackstock	
Truck	 and	 Tractor	 Pull,	 contact	 Phil	 McLeod	
-	 (905)	 986-4987,	 Gerald	 Kelly	 -	 (905)	 986-4257	 or	
Janice	Beechey	-	(905)	986-0035.

Trucks, tractors 
set to roar at 
Blackstock pull
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AMBLESIDE
 This unique and historic home was built about 1870 overlooking Lake Scugog and Port Perry.  
After being purchased by local businessman John Adams, it became known as Ambleside.

Lynette and Carl Durward are the current ownersof this attractive historic home on Scugog Island.

	 The	parcel	of	land	on	which	this	attractive	house	is	located,	overlooks	Lake	Scugog	and	
more	than	a	century	ago	was	home	to	John	Adams,	one	of	the	leading	stock	breeders	in	the	
country.	His	success	attracted	visiting	breeders	to	his	farm	from	all	parts	of	Canada	and	the	
United	States	during	the	1880s.	
	 In	 addition	 to	 its	 prominence	 in	 the	 farming	 community,	 ‘Ambleside’	 as	 it	 became	
known,	was	also	a	 favourite	destination	 for	 steamboat	excursions	 from	Port	Perry	and	
communities	as	far	north	as	Lindsay.	Here	hundreds	of	excursionists,	usually	organized	

by	 local	 churches,	 would	 dis-
embark	 on	 the	 rising	 ground	
near	the	lake	to	enjoy	day-long	
picnics	and	activities	along	the	
lakeshore.
	 In	October	1869,	two	local	
businessmen,	Thomas	C.	For-
man	 and	 William	 S.	 Sexton,	
purchased	 the	 property	 from	
a	 securities	 company,	 and	 it	
was	 during	 their	 ownership	
that	 the	 first	 house	 was	 con-
structed.	
			Messrs.	Forman	and	Sexton	
then	sold	the	125	acre	estate

This sketch of John Adams “Ambleside” home about 1886 shows 

the conservatory which was located on the east side of house. Please turn to page 18
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	 One	 Studio	 -	 Two	 Artists	 featuring	 the	
works	 of	 Anne	 Labelle-Johnson	 and	 Tony	
Johnson	will	be	on	display	from	July	7	to	Au-
gust	2,	2007,	at	 the	Kent	Farndale	Gallery	
in	Port	Perry,	Ontario.	The	Opening	Recep-
tion	for	the	exhibition	will	be	held	July	7th	
from	1	to	4	pm.
	 Oil	 and	 water	 apparently	 do	 mix,	 judg-
ing	 by	 the	 most	 recent	 paintings	 by	 this	
husband-and-wife	team,	hers	in	watercolour	
and	 his	 largely	 in	 oil	 (though	 watercolour	
remains	 his	 medium	 of	 choice	 for	 portrai-
ture),		
	 Saturated	 in	 vibrant	 ultramarines,	 gar-
den-fresh	greens	and	the	sunniest	yellows,	
the	 sprightly	 works	 reflect	 the	 couple’s	
shared	love	of	nature,	combined	with	all	the	
comforts	and	warmth	of	hearth	and	home	
and	a	nostalgia	for	small-town	living.
	 Anne’s	gorgeous	flower	studies	and	gar-

den	 scenes	 show	 her	 mastery	 of	 the	 sub-
ject,	given	the	delicacy	and	gracefulness	of	
her	fine	brushstrokes.	
	 Tony’s	 landscapes	 and	 scenes,	 captur-
ing	such	iconic	images	as	homes,	cottages,	
docks	 and	 boats	 bobbing	 on	 water,	 speak	
volumes	about	his	affection	for	the	outdoors	
and	picture-postcard	attention	to	detail.	His	
murals	 grace	 the	 corners	 of	 Celina	 and	
Bruce	and	Simcoe	and	John	Streets	 in	Os-
hawa.
	 Both	have	exhibited	widely,	their	works	
in	 personal	 collections	 in	 Canada	 and	 the	
United	States.	
	 Tony’s	 paintings	 and	 prints	 have	 been	
presented	to	such	dignitaries	as	Hilary	We-
ston,	Ontario’s	former	lieutenant	governor,	
and	Sheila	Copps,	 former	Minister	of	Her-
itage,	 and	 have	 been	 shown	 in	 the	 Robert	
McLaughlin	Gallery	and	Parkwood	Museum.	

	 Anne’s	paintings	have	been	accepted	 in	
juried	 shows	 with	 the	 Oshawa	 Art	 Asso-
ciation,	 of	 which	 she	 is	 the	 newly	 elected	
president,	 the	 Palm	 Beach	 Watercolour	
Society	and	 the	Delray	Art	League,	where	
she	 achieved	 second-place	 honours	 in	 the	
watercolour	division.	
	 She	 is	 also	 a	 member	 of	 the	 Robert	
McLaughlin	 Gallery,	 Durham	 West	 Arts	
Centre	and	Whitby	Station	Gallery.
	 The	 Kent	 Farndale	 Gallery	 focuses	 on	
exhibiting	the	works	of	emerging	and	estab-
lished	artists	and	craftspeople	in	many	me-
diums.	Throughout	the	years,	 it	has	show-
cased	 the	 talents	of	 local	and	 international	
artists.
	 The	gallery	is	located	inside	the	Scugog	
Memorial	 Public	 Library	 at	 231	 Water	 St.	
Port	Perry,	ON	L9L	1A8.	For	more	informa-
tion,	please	call		(905)	985-7686.

One Studio-Two Artists opens at Farndale Gallery
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Thumbs Up to the cheerful group of women who greet custom-
ers as they come through the doors at Port Perry Post 
Office every day. It doesn’t seem to matter when you 
drop into the lobby, they always have time for a friendly 
chat or comment. Our experience with the post office 

personnel over four decades has been extremely positive. Scu-
gog is well served by our ‘posties’. Thanks girls!!

Thumbs Down to all the ‘male’ employees and councillors from the  
Township of Scugog who wimped-out of being part of 
the Township’s Big Bike Team which raised funds dur-
ing the Heart and Stroke Big Bike challenge. (see pic-
ture on page 23) It’s hard to believe that not one man 

joined the 11 female staffers who took great delight in peddling 
their butts around town for a good cause.

Thumbs Up to Jim Adam and homeowners along Portview 
Beach Rd. for taking the “bull by the horn”... to clean the 
rotting dead carp carcasses from the water in front of 
their properties. With all levels of government ‘passing 
the buck’ regarding responsibility for clean-up, it was 

nice to see neighbours helping neighbours to rid themselves of 
a very smelly and unhealthy situation. Take a bow!!

Thumbs Down to the Concerned Citizens of Scugog for their 
stalling tactics with regard to the west end develop-
ment. The $50,000 or more it will cost the township to 
defend its planning decision, will come directly out of 
Scugog taxpayer’s pockets. Efforts to “seek clarifica-

tion around wording in a staff report,” may slow things down, 
but will achieve nothing. It’s time to move on... it’s over! There’s 
no need to put taxpayers to the unwarranted cost!

Thumbs Down to abusers of Handicapped Parking spaces. It‘s 
disgusting to see able-bodied people whipping into 
these spots, then jumping out to mail letters or run 
to the bank, leaving those who really need the con-
venience with no place to park. It’s unbelievable how 

many people abuse these spots. Shame on you!

A column devoted to recognizing events and  
decisions affecting the residents of Scugog  

Township, and rating them with a “Thumbs Up, 
 or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs

 Sunday evening concerts at the Gazebo in Palmer Park got underway 
June 24 with Swing Tyme Melodies and Sweet Adeline Singers entertain-
ing. The concerts begin every Sunday at 7 p.m. and this years line up will 
include Dixieland Jazz, Big Band sounds, Shakespeare in the Park, small 
variety ensembles, nostalgia evenings. Bring your lawn chair, the evening of 
entertainment is yours to enjoy free.                                   Photo by J.P. Hvidsten



property	to	John	Adams	in	September	1871	for	$2,500,	and	over	the	
next	few	years	he	enlarged	and	improved	the	farm	considerably.
	 About	the	same	time	John	Adams	started	work	on	the	barns,	he	
also	began	to	remodel	and	enlarge	the	original	house.	He	added	a	
large	conservatory	 to	 the	west	 side,	 featuring	 three	skylights,	bil-
liard	table	and	a	wall	of	windows	facing	the	lake	(photo below).	This	
structure	has	since	been	removed.	
	 Unlike	many	homes	which	used	a	centre	hall	plan,	 the	Adams’	

home	was	entered	through	side	doors,	which	allowed	for	very	spa-
cious	rooms	inside.	The		living	and	dining	rooms,	both	measuring	
18’x28’	are	divided	by	a	wide,	arched	opening,	accented	with	heavy	
crown	mouldings	on	either	side.	Both	rooms	feature	marble	fireplac-
es,	beautiful	plaster	crown	mouldings	around	the	nine	foot	high	ceil-
ings,	and	elaborate	decorative	plaster	mouldings	accent	the	chande-
lier-styled	lights	in	both	rooms.
	 The	40’x30’	red	brick,	two-storey	exterior	is	accented	by	a	wide	
verandah	which	stretches	around	three	
sides	of	the	red	brick	home,	giving	it	a	
rambling	 and	 elegant	 appearance.	 The	
verandah	 floor	 is	 not	 elevated	 but	 is	
built	at	the	ground	level,	enhancing	the	
colonial	 aspect	 of	 the	 home.	 Originally	
the	verandah	had	a	flat	roof	and	access	
to	 the	roof	was	gained	through	a	door-
way	on	the	right	hand	side,	providing	a	
comfortable	outdoor	lounge	area	for	the	
bedrooms.
	 When	 the	 house	 was	 remodeled	
more	than	a	decade	ago,	the	new	veran-
dah	was	given	a	sloping	roof	and	the	up-
per	door	was	replaced	by	a	conventional	
window	 matching	 the	 other	 openings	
on	 that	 level.	 	 Also	 during	 the	 remod-
eling,	the	decorative	eave	brackets,	the	
two	 end	 brick	 chimneys	 and	 wrought	
iron	railings	on	the	verandah	roof	were	
removed	 and	 the	 arched	 gingerbread	
decoration	between	the	verandah	pillars	
was	changed.		The	high-pitched	hip	roof	
is	original.	
	 At	 the	 ground	 level,	 the	 front	 origi-
nally	had	a	central	door	and	two	French	
doors.	 The	 center	 door	 and	 the	 right	

side	French	door	has	been	retained	but	
the	right	hand	French	door	has	been	re-
placed	with	a	conventional	window.
	 John	 Adams	 was	 a	 successful	 busi-
nessman,	 and	 a	 partner	 in	 the	 money	
lending	business	with	his	brother	David	
J.	 Adams.	 He	 later	 became	 connected	
with	 some	 of	 the	 leading	 financial	 com-
panies	 in	 Toronto	 where	 he	 accumulat-
ed	 considerable	 wealth	 as	 a	 successful	
speculator.
	 Mr.	Adams	became	one	of	the	most	ex-
tensive	importers	and	breeders	of	valuable	
heavy	horses	and	cattle,	and	was	identified	
with	 area	 agricultural	 institutions	 until	 he	
sold	his	farming	operation	in	1897	to	John	A.	
McGillivray.	In	April	1916,	Margaret	A.P.	Ad-
ams	purchased	about	93	acres	of	the	former	Adams	homestead,	in-
cluding	the	family	home.	Members	of	the	Adams	family	lived	on	the	
farm	until	May	1951	when	Flora	Adams	entered	into	an	agreement	
with	Anson	and	Donald	Gerrow	to	purchase	the	farm.	Then	in	Sep-
tember	1956	Mrs.	Adams	sold	the	93	acre	property	to	the	Gerrows	
for	 $20,000	 along	 with	 an	 agreement	 that	 allowed	 her	 to	 continue	
living	in	the	house	until	her	death.	
	 	 	 	 	 The	 Gerrow	 brothers	 registered	 a	 plan	 of	 subdivision	 on	 the	
farm	in	May	1972,	 then	sold	 the	property	 in	1979	 to	Murray	Wm.	
Jackson,	a	Scugog	Island	farmer	and	auctioneer.	Mr.	Jackson	lived	
in	the	house	for	about	five	years,	before	selling	it	to	a	development	
group	 called	 Ambleside	 Country	 Estates	 Ltd.,	 who	 separated	 17	
acres	along	Gerrow’s	Road	for	housing	development.
					The	original	Adams	home,	and	the	remaining	48	acres	was	sold	
to	Jeffrey	R.	Percy	in	1986.	He	and	David	L.	Ross	lived	in	the	historic	
old	Scugog	Island	home	until	Sept.	2003	when	they	sold	the	home		
to	Carl	and	Lynette	Durward.	Lynette	spent	about	six	years	growing	
up	in	this	house	when	it	was	owned	by	her	father,	Murray	Jackson.

“Ambleside” continued from page 15

Members of the Adams family in the conservatory and billiards room.

An original plaster cornice.

Home overlooks Lake Scugog
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    This photo shows the elegant archway between the living and dining rooms as it looked prior to 2003. The 
arch was accented with an elaborate cornice and crown moulding featuring the ‘egg and wheatsheaf’ design.



Birdseye Carvers...WoodLiving ...bring wood to life

	 One	of	the	most	creative	groups	
to	 gather	 in	 the	 Port	 Perry	
area	meet	every	Wednes-
day	 morning	 from	 9:00	
to	 11:30	 at	 Latcham	
Centre	 for	 coffee,	 con-
versation	and	carving.
	 Lloyd	 Wakeford	 re-
members	 a	 group	 of	

c a r v e r s	
meeting	 in	

the	 late	 70s	
called	the	Bird-
seye	 Carvers.	

A l t h o u g h	
he’d	 been	
w o o d c a r v -

ing	 since	 his	
teens,	 it	 was	

only	 after	 he	
retired	 from	

General	 Motors	
that	he	 took	Charlie	
Law’s	 eight-week	
night	 course	 at	 the	
High	 School.	 “We	
carved	 a	 loon,”	 he	
says.	George	Austin	
taught	 the	 second	
year.

				Jerry	Vanderby	
recalls	 the	 hum-

ble	 beginnings	
of	 the	 present	
group	 includ-
ing	 Jim	 Smith-
erman,	 Dean	
Beatty	and	four	
or	 five	 fellow	
carvers.	 “One	
year	 when	 I	
came	 back	
from	 Florida,	
there	 were	 fif-
teen	 guys,”	 he	
says.	

	 	 “The	 group	
gradually	gets	bigger	and	bigger,”	says	
Don	Moore	of	the	59	member	club.	He	
used	to	teach	carving	five	days	a	week	
at	 a	 Florida	 outreach	 called	 ‘Noah’s	
Ark’	 which	 caters	 to	 over	 900	 Canadi-

ans.	 “One	 year,	 I	 had	 78	 people	 in	 my	
beginners’	class.”	

	 Don	would	 travel	 south	 from	his	Oak-
wood	home	to	attend	this	club	simply	for	
the	camaraderie.	“It’s	the	best	club	in	the	
area	and	I’m	sure	that’s	why	it’s	thriving,”	
he	says.	He	is	part	of	a	smaller	group	that	
gathers	at	each	other’s	homes	with	spous-
es	 in	 tow	 for	 potluck	 dinners	 and	 domi-
noes.
	 Gord	Emerson,	who	stepped	in	to	assist	
with	the	club	in	the	late	90s	due	to	health	
problems,	 then	took	the	reins	and	organ-
ized	 the	 collective.	 With	 proceeds	 from	
50¢	 coffee,	 they	 have	 been	 able	 to	 pur-
chase	equipment	like	a	sharpener	for	club	
use.

	 They	 hold	 a	 luncheon	 twice	 annually	
(on	 the	 fifth	 Wednesday	 in	 May	 and	 Oc-
tober).	Gord	cites	his	move	to	Blackstock	
from	Highland	Park	(Scarborough)	on	re-
tirement	in	1980	as	one	of	his	best	moves.	
“We	have	good	people	here,”	he	says.	The	
group	also	attends	shows	such	as	the	large	
one	in	Brooklin	at	the	end	of	March	in	or-
der	to	display	their	wares	and	connect	with	
other	carvers.
	 The	 variety	 of	 both	 craft	 and	 locale	 is	
what	makes	 this	organization	so	 fascinat-
ing.	 Jean	 Robertson,	 who	 has	 carved	 for	
20	 years,	 has	 been	 coming	 to	 this	 group	
from	 Sunderland	 for	 five	 years	 now.	 She	
is	 currently	 carving	 a	 delicately-detailed	
Santa	Claus.	
	 Her	tablemate,	Shirley	Avery	moved	to	
Port	Perry	last	August	and	joined	the	club	
in	September.	Although	she	carved	for	six	
years	with	one	of	the	many	clubs	in	Scar-
borough,	 she	 enjoys	 the	 gathering	 even	
though	 there’s	 often	 “more	 talking	 than	
carving.”	
	 She’s	 completing	 a	 relief	 carving	 in	
																Please turn to page 20 

Birdseye Carvers club attracts
carvers from far and wide
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Club members meet weekly to carve and converse

Bill Davies has been a member 
of the Birdseye Carvers for more 
than 10 years. He’s seen here 
working on a carving he calls  
Luther and the Lute.
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	 	 	 	 Continued from page 19	
basswood	of	‘Dora	the	Explorer’	for	her	two	year-old	great-niece.	
“I	had	to	watch	TV	to	find	out	who	she	was,”	explains	Shirley	with	
a	laugh.	“We’re	always	learning.”
	 Ina	Legard,	from	Little	Britain,	is	touted	as	“a	very	good	carv-
er,	but	also	an	artist.”	She’s	helping	Giles	Charron	of	Port	Perry	
stroke	grey	paint	on	the	beards	of	a	long	line	of	Santa	Clauses.	“I	
don’t	sell	them,”	explains	Giles	when	asked,	“but	I	do	donate	some	
to	good	causes	to	be	auctioned	or	raffled	off.”	
	 Giles	is	a	Markham	transplant	(of	eight	years	ago)	and	has	been	
carving	for	five.	“My	carving	is	getting	good,	but	now	my	painting	
has	to	improve	so	I’m	working	with	Ina.”	The	old	guard	say	that	
Ina’s	carved	birds	are	so	life-like	“that	they’d	fly	away	on	you.”
	 Jack	 Knapman	 carves	 horses	 and	 cowboys.	 He’s	 presently	
working	on	a	long-horned	steer.	He	forged	his	connection	to	the	
club	through	Gord	when	he	carved	with	him	11	years	ago	at	Jan’s	
Carving	Supplies	 in	Bowmanville.	 It	was	 Jack’s	move	 to	Ballant-
rae	from	Stouffville	and	Gord’s	coaxing	that	wooed	Jack	from	his	
Richmond	Hill	club.	To	him,	rubbing	elbows	with	some	of	the	best	
carvers	in	the	country,	like	his	tablemate,	Bob	Sonley,	makes	the	
distance	travelled	worthwhile.
	 Bob	is	renown	for	carving	“the	best	horses”	(in	the	round)	al-
though	he	has	also	taken	an	old	photograph	that	his	mother	took	
of	his	father	plowing	with	a	team	of	horses,	printed	a	pattern	from	
the	computer	and	carved	the	relief	work	on	a	slab	of	mahogany.	He	
has	carved	everything	from	portraits	to	children’s	rocking-horses	
complete	with	tooled	leather	fittings.
	 At	the	next	table,	carver	Jim	McGhee	explains	that	he	taught	
for	Jan	Oegema	(Jan’s	Carving	Supplies).	With	12	years	carving	
experience,	he	tired	of	his	six-year	teaching	stint	in	Bowmanville	
and	decided	 to	carve	 in	Port	Perry.	His	commute	 from	north	of	
Cannington	 is	 well	 worth	 making,	 because	 the	 carving	 “is	 what	
[he]	loves	to	do.”
	 Jim	has	created	a	series	of	old-world	Father	Christmases	(Irish,	
Ukrainian).	One	of	his	show	pieces	is	St	Urbane,	the	patron	saint	
of	wine.	Like	most	of	these	craftsmen,	Jim	does	not	sell	his	work.	
	 Several	years	ago,	a	delivery	person	spied	his	‘tree	spirit’	(the	
snout	of	a	wolf	emerging	from	leaves	and	branches	carved	into	a	
stump).	She	was	enchanted	with	the	piece	and	offered	to	buy	it.	
Because	she	was	told	it	was	not	for	sale,	the	bidding	escalated	to	
$300,	then	finally	$500	with	a	request	to	have	it	left	for	her	in	Jim’s	
will.	Jim	still	owns	his	‘tree	spirit’.
	 Because	the	club	meets	through	the	summer	months,	opportu-
nities	abound	to	visit	or	participate	any	given	Wednesday.	Please	
contact	Gord	Emerson	(905-986-4746)	for	more	information.

By Barbara Hunt

Birdseye Carvers Club
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EnjoyWhether its a fancy dinner, light lunch or a quick snack... Scugog’s great 
eating establishments have you covered. No need to travel outside of town 
to fill your belly... try one of these great restaurants...
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GOOD FOOD
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Museum hires local
resident as curator 

Aurora Hall, right, assumed the duties of curator for Scugog Shores Museum 
in June, replacing Shannon Kelly while she’s on maternity leave. The two 
women are seen above, prior to the official change taking place.

	 Shannon	Kelly,	the	smiling	director	of	Scugog	Shores	Museum	
has	a	particularly	radiant	glow	these	days.	She	and	her	husband	
Daniel	are	expecting	 their	first	child	 in	 late	 July	and	Shannon	 is	
now	looking	forward	to	a	year’s	maternity	leave.	“I	haven’t	had	a	
year	off	since	High	School,”	she	commented.	
	 Shannon’s	last	official	event	was	the	Museum’s	Car	Show	on	June	
16,	but	she’s	hoping	to	return	for	the	Museum’s	annual	Dog	Days	of	
Scugog	later	this	month.		“I	will	be	here	if	I	am	able,”	she	says.
	 The	Museum	will	continue	to	flourish	during	her	absence	under	
the	direction	of	Aurora	Hall	who	has	taken	on	the	curator’s	respon-
sibilities	during	Shannon’s	leave.		
	 Aurora	 is	 no	 stranger	 to	 the	 Scugog	 area.	 She	 was	 born	 and	
educated	here	before	taking	the	Museum	Conservation	program	
at	Sir	Sanford	Fleming	College	in	Peterborough.
	 While	 a	 student	 at	 Fleming	 she	 worked	 at	 Scugog	 Shores		
Museum	as	a	summer	student	in	1997	and	1998.	“I	had	many	happy	
experiences	here	at	the	Scugog	Shores	Museum	and	I	am	really	
looking	forward	to	returning,”	she	said.
	 For	the	past	two	and	a	half	years	Aurora	has	been	working	at	
the	Royal	Ontario	Museum	in	Toronto.	“My	responsibility	was	the	
Triple	A	display;	Asia,	the	Americas	and	Asia	Pacific,”	she	stated.	
		 “At	the	ROM	there	is	such	a	huge	staff	that	the	tasks	are	some-
what	narrow	 in	scope	as	everyone	has	a	specific	 task.	Here	 in	a	
small	museum	you	have	an	opportunity	to	multi	task,	which	can	be	
much	more	interesting.”
	 She	continued,	saying	“I’m	 looking	 forward	 to	 looking	 for	op-
portunities	to	put	my	exhibit	experience	to	work	here,	but	most	of	
all	I	am	eager	to	enjoy	my	contacts	with	the	people	I	know	here	in	
Scugog.”
	 The	two	women	are	not	strangers,	having		met	on	numerous	oc-
casions.	Shannon	noted	that	Aurora	has	assisted	with	a	variety	of	
local	activities	including	the	Heritage	Committee,	Doors	Open	and	
just	recently	with	the	Canoe	the	Nonquon,	the	Museum’s	annual	
fund	raiser.
	 Aurora	 says	 she’s	 looking	 forward	 to	 the	change	of	pace	and	
particularly	 not	 having	 to	 commute.	 “My	 commute	 time	 to	 the	
ROM	was	about	 an	hour	and	45	minutes	one	way!”	She’s	now	a	
mere	stones-throw	from	work,	living	in	Prince	Albert	with	her	hus-
band	Chris,	who	is	a	news	reporter	for	The	Port	Perry	Star.

By Paul Arculus

Shannon steps down on maternity leave
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A look at some 
 of the events
   which have
      taken place
    in Scugog
     over the  
          past  
            month.

The 39th annual Canoe the 
Nonquon took place on Satur-
day, June 2 with more than 80 
teams raising $7,000 for the 
Scugog Shores Museum. De-
spite water levels being low, 
the Nonquon River and Lake 
Scugog race went off with-
out a hitch. Pictured here are 
some of the contestants who 
took part in the annual event.

 A number of Scugog area residents took part in riding the Big Bike for Heart 
& Stroke around the streets of Port Perry on June 6. Above, teams from Scugog 
Township and the Bank of Montreal teamed up to pedal around town. They are 
seen here coming east along Queen St. near the corner of Perry St.

 The Durham Ride For Dad 
roared into Port Perry Saturday, 
June 9th on it’s annual ride to sup-
port prostate cancer. 
 Water Street was closed to ve-
hicular traffic for a few hours as 
more than 200 motorcylists con-
verged along the lakefront and 
used the street to park their bikes.
 This year’s 160 km route took 
the bikers through 18 towns and 
villages with a stopover in Port 
Perry for lunch in Palmer Park.
 Photo at left shows some of the 
bikes parked along Water St.

Photos by J.P. Hvidsten

FOCUS - JULY 2007  23   website: www.focusonscugog.com



24  FOCUS - JULY 2007   focus@observerpub.ca

     A look at some of the many events       in and around Scugog Township

 What’s Up Scugog? 
Focus On Scugog wants to keep you informed about the events 
and activities throughout the township. Here is a listing of some of 
the many events. We welcome listings of public events from non-
profit groups and organizations for Scugog Township. Send a brief 
description of your event by email to focus@observerpub.ca today. 
Deadline for the next issue of Focus On Scugog is July 20, 2007.

JULY 20-21, 2007 - HIGHLANDS OF DURHAM GAMES
The Celtic celebration gets underway on July 20, 
21 and 22 at Elgin Park, Uxbridge with exciting 
events, plenty of great musical entertainment - 
featuring the Rankin Sisters In Concert and the 
Tartan Terrors. Celtic livestock demonstrations 
and displays, and highland and folk dancing com-
petitions. For information call 1-888-253-5552 or 
email mikeandpaulineslade71@gmail.com

JULY 21, 2007 - TRADITIONAL POW WOW
Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation 
11th Annual Traditional Pow Wow. Bus Tours 
Welcome, Children’s Playground/Pool, Flush 
Toilets/Washrooms, Food Available, Picnic 
Tables/Area, Public Washrooms, Wheel Chair 
Accessible. Gathering to celebrate Native her-
itage, food, drum, and dance. For information: 
dcharles999@hotmail.com or 905-985-3337 
ext. 32.

JULY 22, 2007 - ANNUAL DOG DAYS OF SCUGOG
The 5th Annual Dog Days of Scugog takes place 
at the Scugog Shores Museum on Sunday, July 
22 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. It’s a fun-filled day for 
dogs and the whole family. Highlights include: 
Shows, SuperDog Idol and other contests for all 
dogs to enter, parade of breeds, vendors mar-
ket, breeders row, agility, flyball and rally-o dem-
os, fashion show and exhibits. Contact museum at skelly@scugog.
ca or phone 905-985-3589 for more information.

AUGUST 11, 2007 - DOORS OPEN SCUGOG/PORT PERRY
Scugog Township swings open its doors on Satur-
day, August 11 to allow access to numerous township 
buildings and properties in Port Perry, Blackstock 
and Caesarea. This is the second year Scugog has 
participated in the Ontario-wide event. For more  
information call 905-985-7346 or email cbelfry@
scugog.ca.

SEPTEMBER 14, 2007 - MURDER MYSTERY NIGHT
Jump into the action to take part in the annual Murder Mystery 
Evening, taking place at the Scugog Shores Museum. Interview the 
numerous suspects, explore the Museum Village and then solve 
this puzzling crime. Tickets are $15 and must be purchased in ad-
vance. Prizes donated by local businesses are available. Call the 
Museum at 905-985-3589 for more information.

Congratulations
Courtney Jackson

on your recent 
graduation from Grade 8 at

Cartwright Central Public School

We are very proud of you!

Love Grandma & Grandpa Hvidsten, 

Matthew, Jamie & Katie

Congratulate your Grad!
Here’s a great opportunity to let graduates of  

Elementary, High School, University or College 
know how proud you are of them.

FOCUS ON SCUGOG
will be publishing a tribute to Scugog’s many

wonderful young graduates in its August issue.

Deadline for this special feature is July 20, 2007.

Call Tracy or Julie Anne for more information

905-985-8585



 What’s Up Scugog? 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
JULY 14 - 15

    Get set for one of the most colourful and exciting 
events of the summer as the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First 
Nation hold their 11th annual traditional pow wow.
    For early risers, the event gets underway at approximately  
5:45 a.m. on both July 21 & 22 with the traditional “Sunrise 
Ceremony.” This spiritual ceremony begins with everyone seated in 
a circle, while the Elders provide teachings and speak of their sacred 
medicines – tobacco, sage, cedar and sacred foods.  Also part of  
the ceremony is the sharing circle where  
an eagle feather is passed around the circle and participants are  
given the opportunity to speak. 
    The next public event is the Grand Entry, which gets underway 
about 12:00 p.m. both days.
    The Scugog Island Pow Wow has grown tremendously over 
the past decade and organizers are once again expecting large 
crowds.

     Visitors to the Scugog Island pow wow can experience 
many tribal and intertribal traditional dances and native drum 
groups.  Browse through more than 20 native craft displays and 
booths or perhaps try some traditional foods available.
    This year, the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation 
are expecting upwards of 4,000 people over the two days to 

see more than 130 dancers and 10 drum groups perform, 
dressed in traditional regalia.

      To help the public better understand the 
event, a Master of Ceremonies will announce 
the different drum groups and their songs, vari-
ous dancers and their type of dance. He will also 
inform visitors when, and when they can not take 
pictures.

    Out of courtesy, visitors are requested to ask 
permission before taking a picture of someone in 

their regalia.
        General admission for the public is $5.00.  

Seniors, elders and children under 12 are free.

Pow Wow
 Mississauga’s of Scugog Island

FOCUS - JULY 2007  25   website: www.focusonscugog.com



FOCUSon Scugog AUGUST 2007

DOG DAYS
OF SCUGOG

...see page 15





FOCUS - AUGUST 2007  �   

Created & Published by
Observer Publishing of Port Perry

 188 Mary Street - Unit 201 
Port Perry, Ontario - L9L 1A2

PUBLISHER/EDITOR: J.P. Hvidsten
OFFICE/ADV. MGR: MaryAnn Fleming
ADVERTISING:  Tracy Souch
 Julie Anne Gatto-Gibbons
PRODUCTION: Arlene Walker
FREELANCE: Barb Hunt, Paul Arculus

Christina Coughlin

PHONE 905-985-8585 
focus@observerpub.ca

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed 
by columnists, contributors and letter writ-
ers are not necessarily those of Focus On 
Scugog. Letters must be signed and the 
telephone number (which will not be pub-
lished) included. Requests that a name be 
withheld will be honoured only if there is a 
compelling reason to do so. Errors will be 
corrected if brought to the editor’s atten-
tion. We reserve the right to edit or refuse 
publication of any material submitted. 

ADVERTISING POLICY: The publisher is not 
liable for slight changes or typographical 
errors that do not lessen the value of an 
advertisement. The publisher is not liable 
for other errors or omissions in connection 
with any advertisement in any subsequent 
issue or the refund of any monies paid for 
the advertisement. All claims of error in 
publication must be made within one week 
of each months publication, and, if not 
made, will not be considered. No claim will 
be allowed for more than one insertion.

Our Cover Picture
This month’s cover photo was 
taken during the annual Dog 
Days of Scugog held at Scugog 
Shores Museum on July 21, 22. 
This pooch was competing in 
the SuperDog Central Show and 
is seen here clearing one of the 
many jumps on the course. For 
more pictures of this popular 
event, see page 15. 
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Since its inception 18 months ago, 
the staff at Focus on Scugog has 
endeavoured to provide its readers 

stories and features showcasing the 
exceptional people and lifestyle we enjoy in 
this community.
 Based on the glowing comments and 
response we receive monthly about the 
content in Focus magazine, it would be easy 
to sit back, pound our chests and savour the 
accolades. But to become complacent would 
be pretentious and out of character for the 
dedicated staff here at Focus on Scugog.
 So, now it’s time for Focus to grow!
 Like everything else in the world, nothing 
stays the same forever. And although we’ve 
all become comfortable with Scugog’s little 
magazine, change is inevitable. To survive 
in today’s competitive world means being 
progressive and future thinking.
 And, while the word “progress” sometimes 
makes us shudder, it doesn’t always mean the 
ruination of something we hold near and dear 
to our hearts
 Today we announce the addition of three 
new faces to the friendly and familiar faces at 
Focus on Scugog. These additions will help 
make “Scugog’s little magazine” even better.
 Yes, Focus is on the grow!
 Staffers who have been with the magazine 
from “day one” include our advertising mogul 
Tracy Souch; graphic arts guru Arlene Walker; 
and scribes Barbara Hunt, Paul Arculus and 
“the old guy” Peter Hvidsten... who despite his 
years still get’s little respect!
 New to the fold includes Julie Anne Gatto-
Gibbons (yes we know 
it’s a long name), 
who joined the Focus 
advertising department 
a few months ago, 
so she’s not entirely 
a stranger to our 
advertisers or readers.
 Julie Anne moved to 
Port Perry from Toronto 
with her family 12 
years ago to enjoy the 
benefits of a rural life.  
 For the past five years she’s organized and 
operated the children’s programs at Scugog 
Memorial Library and assisted with the library’s 
fundraising efforts.

 Julie Anne has an extensive background in 
advertising and marketing, having worked at 
Camp Associates Advertising in Toronto for 12 
years before moving to Scugog.
 We are also pleased to welcome MaryAnn 
Fleming to Focus on Scugog’s cosy third 
storey roost at 188 Mary St. Most people refer 

to MaryAnn as “Mare”... 
not to be confused with 
“the Mayor.”
 MaryAnn has been a 
resident of Scugog for 
the past 13 years.
 She will take over 
the duties of Office and 
Advertising Manager, and 
comes to Focus with an 
extensive  background in 
newspaper and speciality 
publication experience.

 She has spent the past 20 years in publishing 
and advertising positions with newspapers in 
Stouffville, Newmarket, Uxbridge and most 
recently Cobourg.
 Also adding a spark to the editorial content 
of Focus this summer is Christina Coughlin, 
a second year Media 
Studies student at the 
University of Guelph-
Humber.
 Christina is working 
towards receiving her 
Bachelor of Applied 
Arts and Diploma in 
Journalism and intends 
to pursue a masters in 
journalism. 
 She enjoys reading 
and creative writing, and 
has aspirations of becoming an editor of a 
major magazine. She also would like to start a 
publication of her own some day.
 Christina enjoys interviewing people and 
trying to find an interesting or positive spin to 
make stories appeal to a variety of people.
 All of us working here at Focus on Scugog 
are pumped and ready to go...
 We are constantly overwhelmed by the 
positive response we receive and look forward 
to bringing you more great stories about the 
people and “good things” that take place in 
this great community we share.
 So here we grow!

Julie Anne Gatto-Gibbons

MaryAnn Fleming

Christina Coughlin

www.focusonscugog.com

We invite you to visit Focus on the Web
• Read or download current issue of Focus
  • Access past issues in Focus Archives
    • Free downloading and printing of back issues
      • Access to Scugog Heritage site
        • Download and print pictures/articles
          • Send letters to our mailbox



High School grads share
thoughts about the future
	 School’s	out	for	the	summer,	and	as	with	every	closing	
year,	a	new	group	of	eager	grads	are	bound	to	face	the	
endless	road	of	possibilities	ahead.	But	what	may	seem	
daunting	to	some,	is	rather	pure	excitement	and	anticipa-
tion	for	a	group	of	friends	from	Port	Perry	High,	who	rel-
ish	in	the	fact	that	they	finally	have	the	freedom	to	take	
hold	of	their	future.	
	 Sitting	 around	 a	 patio	 table	 on	 a	 warm	 summer’s	
evening,	 these	 five	 close	 friends	 have	 gathered	 to	 dis-
cuss	unforgettable	memories,	future	prospects	and	sim-
ply	whether	 they	 feel	 they’re	prepared	 to	 take	on	“life	
after	high	school.”
	 Now	before	one’s	mind	is	filled	with	visions	of	frosh	
week,	 football	games	and	 late	night	 study	groups,	 it’s	
interesting	to	note	that	 it’s	not	necessarily	straight	off	
to	university	for	this	particular	group	of	friends.	
	 “I	 took	 university	 courses	 all	 throughout	 high	
school,”	says	recent	grad	Nicole	McGarry.	“But	in	the	
end	I	decided	college	was	the	better	choice	for	me	because	I	already	
knew	the	program	I	wanted	to	get	into	and	it	required	more	practical	
skills.”	
	 With	hopes	of	one	day	owning	her	own	 inn,	Nicole	plans	 to	at-
tend	Georgian	College	in	the	fall,	where	she	will	take	part	in	their	
Hotel	and	Resort	Management	Program.	As	a	staple	of	most	college	
programs,	she	will	have	the	chance	to	gain	first-hand	experience	in	
her	field	of	 choice	due	 to	a	 two	year	co-op	placement.	 “We	spend	
half	a	semester	along-side	professionals	in	our	related	careers,”	she	
explains.	
	 While	 Nicole	 emphasizes	 the	 added	 bonus	 of	 actually	 getting	
her	shoes	wet	in	the	workforce,	her	friend	and	fellow	grad	Melody	
Walker	highlights	another	plus	factor	in	choosing	college.	

	 “For	 me,	 college	 of-
fered	exactly	what	I	wanted	
to	take	and	it’s	more	finan-
cially	 suitable,”	 she	 notes.	
“I	considered	university	be-

cause	I	still	wanted	the	experience	of	going	away,	but	I	had	to	decide	
what	I	felt	was	right	for	me	in	all	aspects.”	
	 Without	any	sign	of	hesitance,	she	confirms	she’s	been	longtime	
ready	to	live	the	independent	lifestyle	of	a	college	student	and,	while	
her	friends	laugh	at	her	assertiveness,	they	all	nod	in	agreement	that	
she’s	more	than	well-suited	for	the	change.	
	 As	Nicole	and	Melody	prepare	to	pack	their	bags	for	the	fall,	their	
friends	Katie	Hvidsten	and	Cameron	Daly	have	other	plans	in	mind	
for	their	first	year	post-high	school.	

	 Despite	 graduating	 alongside	 her	 friends,	 Katie	 is	 returning	 to	
school	in	what	is	known	as	a	“victory	lap.”	She	plans	on	taking	the	
classes	she	never	thought	to	take	before	that	are	now	required	for	
admission	to	her	newly	discovered	field	of	interest.	
	 “It	can	be	difficult	to	know	exactly	what	you	want	to	do	when	you	
are	in	high	school,”	she	explains.	“This	year	I	realized	I	wanted	to	get	
into	kinesiology,	but	I	hadn’t	taken	the	chemistry	course	I	needed.	
University	or	college	is	still	in	the	picture,	but	I	need	to	return	for	a	
semester,	take	the	course	
and	then	apply	for	school	
the	following	year.”	
	 And	 as	 for	 her	 friend	
Cameron,	 he	 plans	 to	
commute	to	Durham	College	for	a	program	in	engineering.
	 What	seems	most	striking,	as	I	sit	with	the	new	grads	and	listen	
to	them	discuss	their	plans,	is	each	student’s	confidence	in	their	edu-
cational	decisions.	
	 Among	 this	 group	 of	 friends	 there	 is	 no	 conformity	 to	 certain	
traditional	 ideals,	 and	 there	 is	 certainly	 no	 standard	 view	 of	 what	
post-secondary	education	should	be.	Instead,	each	student	shares	a	
general	acceptance	of	each	other’s	goals,	and	above	all	else,	a	sense	
of	assurance	in	their	ability	to	choose	the	right	path	for	their	 indi-
vidual	requirements.	

“I decided college was a 
better fit for me” ... Nicole

“It’s difficult to know exactly 
what you want to do”... Katie

Please turn to “Graduates” on page 12

Photo above:  Recent graduates and longtime school friends, from left,  
Melody Walker,  Nicole McGarry, Cam Daly, Courtney Ristow and Katie Hvid-
sten talked candidly about their futures earlier this month.    
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	 Have	 you	 ever	 wondered	 what	 it	
would	be	like	to	be	in	the	jungle	at	night	
time...	 with	 the	 sounds	 and	 smells	 of	
wild	animals	all	around.
	 The	staff	of	Northwood	Exotic	Ani-
mal	Zoo	are	inviting	the	community	to	
attend	their	annual	“Safari	Night”	which	
will	be	held	on	two	dates	this	year	-	the	
first	this	Saturday,	Aug.	11	and	again	on	
Saturday,	Oct.	6.	
	 Here’s	a	chance	to	experience	first-
hand	the	roar	of	the	lion,	the	blood	cur-
dling	scream	of	a	mountain	lion	and	the	
thundering	sound	of	African	drummers	
-	right	here	in	Scugog	Township.
	 Northwood	 Buffalo	 and	 Exotic	 Ani-
mal	Zoo	is	a	non	profit	Sanctuary	locat-
ed	in	Seagrave,	just	north	of	Port	Perry.	
The	 zoo	 covers	 68	 acres	 of	 lush	 land,	
which	over	the	years	has	been	home	to	
hundreds	of	animals.	
	 Unlike	 many	 zoos,	 where	 animals	
are	in	distant	compounds	and	cages,	at	
Northwood,	visitors	get	an	up-close	and	
personal	 look	 at	 some	 of	 the	 worlds	
largest	and	most	feared	animals. 
 Norm	 Phillips,	 his	 family	 and	 staff	

have	 operated	 the	 zoo	 as	 a	 refuge	 to	
many	animals	over	the	past	17	years.	At	
the	zoo	you	will	see	Siberian	Tigers,	Af-
rican	Lions,	Primates,	Grizzly	and	Black	
Bears,	Bison,	Elk,	Eagles,	Wolves,	Jag-
uars	 and	 Registered	 Endangered	 Spe-
cies.	
	 The	kids	won’t	want	to	miss	the	two	
baby	 lion	 cubs,	 one	 baby	 tiger	 cub,	 a	
baby	lemur	and	a	baby	lynx.		
	 Northwood	 Zoo	 takes	 in	 animals	
from	zoos	 that	have	closed	down,	 that	
are	abandoned	and	abused.		There	are	
over	130	animals	at	this	sanctuary.		This	
sanctuary	 is	 open	 to	 the	 public	 from	
April	to	the	middle	of	October.		
	 Enjoy	 a	 great	 adventure	 with	 the	
kids	 and	 family.	 Northwood	 Zoo	 is	 lo-
cated	 at	 2192	 Cookson	 Lane,	 at	 the	
south	entrance	to	Seagrave.	Just	follow	
the	signs	and	enjoy	a	wonderful	day	in	
the	 country	 with	 some	 of	 this	 planet’s	
most	amazing	and	exotic	animals.
	 Enjoy	the	African	Drummers	and	a	
barbecue	 at	 the	 zoo.	 And	 don’t	 forget	
to	bring	your	flashlights	so	you	can	see	
the	animals	in	the	dark.

Northwood Zoo brings jungle
to Scugog for “Safari Night”

Sarah the Kodiak bear sits up and waves for her dinner.
Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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	 The	 BIA,	 the	 Heritage	 Committee,	 Lake		
Scugog	Historical	Society,	Scugog	Shores	Mu-
seum	and	the	Doors	Open	Committee	are	join-
ing	forces	to	present	a	dynamic	and	busy	day	for	
all	on	Saturday,	August	11.	This	year	the	“Doors	

Open”	 and	 “Come	 to	 Port	 1887”	 will	
appear	on	the	same	day.
	 	 	 	 “Come	 to	Port	 1887”	will	 involve	
a	re-enactment	of	1887	events	in	Port	
Perry.	 	Many	 locals	will	 assume	 the	
characters	of	people	who	 lived	here	
at	 that	 time	 and	 participate	 in	 the	
re-enactment	of	a	Temperance	rally.		
An	historical	walking	 tour	will	 take	
place	 at	 11:00	 during	 which	 many	
characters	 will	 interact	 with	 the	
tour.	The	affair	will	be	visited	by	Dr.	
Zebediah	 Zonk,	 world	 renowned	

Phrenologist*	who	will	“read	heads”	and	
make	 his	 pronouncements.	 	 All	 are	 in-
vited	to	get	dressed	in	period	costumes	
and	join	in	the	fun.
	 Queen	 Street	 will	 be	 closed	 off,	
and	horse	drawn	carriages	will	tour	the	
street,	 joined	by	groups	playing	period	
music.	 	There	will	be	a	member	of	 the	
Canadian	 Antiques	 Road	 show	 evaluat-
ing	antiques.	Early	steam	machines	will	
be	on	display	puffing	away	on	Queen	St.		
	 Elsewhere	 in	 the	Municipality,	Scu-
gog	 has	 10	 sites	 to	 celebrate	 “Doors	
Open	2007.”	 	Two	sites	in	Caesarea	will	
be	participating.	The	Beacon	Marina	in	

Caesarea	 was	 a	 popular	 Yacht	 Club,	
Marina	and	Dance	Hall	during	the	mid	
twentieth	 century.	 	 It	 is	 presently	 un-
dergoing	an	extensive	restoration	but	a	
guided	tour	will	be	given.		Also	in	Cae-
sarea	 is	 the	 Booth,	 a	 popular	 pavilion	
built	at	William’s	Point	in	1925.		It	was	
a	 gathering	 place	 for	 many	 years	 and	
hosted	many	types	of	social	events.
	 	 	 	 	 In	 neighbouring	 Blackstock	 is	 St.	
John’s	 Anglican	 Church.	 	 The	 first	

Church	 was	 located	 east	 of	 the	 com-
munity	 and	built	 in	 1851.	 	 It	was	de-
stroyed	 by	 fire	 and	 replaced	 by	 the	
present	church	in	1876.		This	delight-
ful	 red	 brick	 building,	 located	 just	
east	of	 the	four	corners,	has	stained	
glass	 windows	 and	 historic	 interior	
furnishings	 reflecting	 the	 early	 his-
tory	of	the	area.		The	church	will	be	
open	for	visitors.
	 	 Moving	 westward,	 the	 Scugog	
Shores	 Museum	 will	 offer	 guided	
tours	by	staff	dressed	in	period	cos-
tumes.	It’s	12	buildings	reflecting	life	
in	 the	 1800s	 will	 be	 open	 all	 day	 as	
will	 the	 Ojibway	 Interpretive	 Lands	

exhibit.		Here	you	can	see	Ken	Danby’s	birchbark	ca-
noe	featured	in	last	month’s	Focus	as	part	of	a	depiction	
of	Ojibway	life.
	 In	Port	Perry,	Town	Hall	1873	will	be	hosting	guid-
ed	tours.		The	Town	Hall,	built	in	1873	has	a	colourful	
history	and	is	now	a	highly	regarded	cultural	and	en-
tertainment	centre.	 	It	has	recently	undergone	a	$1.2	
million	expansion	and	restoration.	
		On	Queen	Street,	east	of	the	Town	Hall,	the	Memo-
rial	Library	was	opened	and	dedicated		in	1935	by	local	
boys,	Sir	James	MacBrien	and	Dr	H.A.	Bruce,	the	Lieu-
tenant	Governor	of	Ontario.		It	now	houses	the	Grena-
dier,	a	War	Museum	where	artifacts	from	all	Canada’s	
armed	conflicts	are	displayed.
	 In	Prince	Albert,	Mary	G’s	Artisan	Bread	Oven	is	
located	behind	14207	Old	Simcoe	Street.	The	open	air	
bread	 oven	 is	 located	 behind	 the	 restored	 1857	 Car-
swell	Home	at	the	corner	of	Barber	and	Old	Simcoe.		
Here	Jim	Wills	will	demonstrate	bread	baking	 in	 the	
mid-nineteenth	century	fashion.
	 Close	by,	Pine	Grove	Cemetery	has	memorials	 to	
some	 of	 Ontario’s	 most	 significant	 citizens.	 At	 1:00	
p.m.	a	guided	tour	given	by	Paul	Arculus,	President	of	
the	Lake	Scugog	Historical	Society,	will	give	accounts	
of	romance,	intrigue,	tragedy	and	even	murder.		
	 The	ever	popular	Ocala	Winery	 is	 also	open,	pro-
viding	guided	tours	and	samples.	It	is	located	west	of	
Highway	12,	just	south	of	Manchester.	

By Paul Arculus

Scugog throws its ‘Doors Open’ 
for ‘Come To Port Perry 1887’

St. John’s Anglican Church, Blackstock.

From top: Church of Ascension, Port Perry, The 
“Booth”  at Caesarea, Town Hall 1873, Scugog 
Shores Museum and the original Memorial Library.

* Phrenologoists were fraudsters who roamed the countryside “reading  
heads.”  They felt the bumps on people’s heads and claimed  

to predict personality and intelligence from them.
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	 To	say	Port	Perry	has	undergone	a	rather	
speedy	metamorphosis	recently	would	be	an	
understatement,	especially	in	the	downtown	
core,	where	numerous	stores	have	opened	
or	closed	over	the	past	few	months.
	 This	month	Focus on Scugog introduces	a	
new	column	called	“Changing	Faces”	to	help	
our	 readers	 keep	 abreast	 of	 ‘what’s	 new,’	
‘who’s	moved’	and	‘what’s	on	the	horizon’,	in	
and	around	town.
	 In	this	first	column	we’re	going	to	have	to	
play	a	little	‘catch-up’	with	the	many	chang-
es	 that	 have	 taken	 place	 over	 the	 past	 six	
months	or	so.	
	 It’s	possible	a	few	will	slip	by	our	radar,	but		
following	is	a	brief	overview	of	the	changes	
which	have	occurred	most	recently.

~				~				~
	 Earlier	this	year	“Cash	Connexion,”	locat-
ed	on	7A	Hwy.	near	Water	St.,	 changed	 its	
name	to	“The	Liquid8or”...
 South of town, “Pace,” the women’s fitness 
centre located on VanEdward Drive for a 
number of years closed its doors... as did “Val-
entino’s Fitness Centre,” located in the Mc-
Donald’s plaza.
 Last	month,	 in	one	of	 the	spaces	vacated	
by	 “Valentino’s,”	 a	 new	 upscale,	 franchise	
coffee	shop	made	its	debut.	“Coffee	Culture	
Cafe	&	Eatery”	opened	at	14500	Simcoe	St.
 At 160 Queen St., the former “Three Doors 
Down” was replaced by “All About Me,” a pho-
tography and metal art store.
	 One	 of	 the	 more	 unexpected	 changes	
this	year	was	the	closure	of	the	“Settlement	
House	 Shops,”	 at	 179-183	 Queen	 St.	 This	
destination	 shop,	 operated	 by	 Daphne	 and	
Tom	Mitchell	 for	30	years,	 sadly	closed	 its	
doors	in	April	leaving	a	big	void	in	the	down-
town....
 That void has since been capably filled by 

“Tweed & Hickory,” an upscale clothing, 
kitchen and home outlet... and the store next 
door, formerly known as “Home Elements” 
was grabbed by “The Wee Tartan Shop,” 
which moved from it’s original location at 227 
Queen St...
	 About	 a	 month	 after	 the	 “Wee	 Tartan”	
moved,	 the	 classy	 jewellery	 store,	 “Silver-
side	of	Dana’s,”	 leap-frogged	 into	 the	store	

formerly	occupied	by	the	“Tartan”...
	 The	former	“Silverside”	location	was	only	
empty	a	short	time	before	a	new	shop	called	
“Anja	of	Sweden	Boutique,”		swung	open	its	
doors.	 This	 shop	 specializes	 in	 styles	 from	
the	Scandinavian	country.
 “Paula Lishman Furs” and “Plum Loco” 
clothing, which operated out of the same 
premises at 158 Queen St., closed and the va-
cated space has since been assumed by another 
new franchise store called “Tribal Voices”....
	 The	“Shamrock	&	Thistle”	bakery	at	216	
Queen	St.,	 turned	 its	ovens	off	 a	 couple	of	
months	ago	and	has	since	been	taken	over	
by	a	casual	gathering	spot	called	 “For	The	
Love	Of	Jo”	coffee	shop.”
 Moving along to 246 Queen St. a new home 
decor store called “Inspirations On Queen 
Street” opened in the building formerly oc-
cupied by the “Grenadier,” which has since 
moved to the old library/tourist information 
building on Queen St... 
 As	we	head	south	along	Water	St.,	we	find	
the	former	“Copper	Kettle”	ice	cream	shop	
is	 now	 home	 to	 “Craven’s	 Catering,”	 and	
further	 south	 at	 76	 Water	 St.,	 “Color	 Your	
World,”	 has	 been	 renovated	 and	 re-opened	
by	new	owners.
 Water Street also saw two new tenants open 
shops in the old grain elevator at the foot of 
Queen St. “Stockholm Inside” which special-
izes in Scandinavian lifestyles, and Treasures 
Just For You,” both occupy space in this his-
toric building.
	 In	the	centre	of	town	“Queen	Street	Com-
mons”	 welcomed	 a	 new	 tenant	 last	 month	
called	 “Queen	 Beans	 Coffee	 House”	 in	 its	
storefront...	 but	 about	 the	 same	 time	 saw	
“Hot	Diggity	Dog”	take	a	walk	out	the	back	
door...	

Please turn to page 7

Changing
   Faces

Port Perry takes on a new 
look as businesses open, 
close and re-locate...

C. Ryan Edgar and John Lindsay are the owners of  
a new franchise - Coffee Culture Cafe and Eatery.
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Continued from page 6
	 The used CD/book store on Perry St. near the 
municipal office known as “Boondocks,” papered up 
its windows and locked the doors... but fortunately 
within a month a new home decor shop called “The 
Yellow House,” opened for business.
	 Back	to	Water	St.,	a	 long-time	favourite	gather-
ing	spot	the	“Duke	of	Durham”	restaurant	closed	
its	doors...	only	to	re-open	a	few	months	later	un-
der	a	new	owner	and	name.	This	popular	Water	St.	
pub	is	now	called	“Cassidy’s	Pub	&	Grub.”
	 Casimir St. saw the arrival of a unique, women’s 
designer handbag store called “Over Her Shoulder,”... 
while Zinn’s Bistro (7A Hwy.),  Fat Boy Slims (Man-
chester), Iceman Video Games and Hadden’s (Water 
St.) have all gone the way of the dinosaur....
	 Not	 that	 we	 need	 any	 more	 coffee	 outlets,	 but	
it’s	 rumoured	 another	 two	 coffee	 vendors	 are	
about	to	hit	the	already	crowded	coffee	scene.	Tim	
Horton’s	is	scheduled	to	open	its	third	outlet	at	the	
corner	of	Old	Simcoe	Rd.	and	Reg.	Rd.	8	later	this	
year...	and	there	are	rumblings	of	a	mini	Country	
Style	Donut/coffee	outlet	opening	near	the	corner	
of	Queen	St.	and	7A	Hwy.	at	Suny’s	Gas	station.
	 There	are	more	changes	about	to	take	place	but		
we’ll	 wait	 until	 next	 month	 to	 bring	 these	 up-to-
date	in	our	new	column	“Changing	Faces.”

By J. Peter Hvidsten

New to town

   A golden lab keeps his eye on a spashing ball, as he takes a flying leap into the pool, during the 
Dock Dogs competition at Scugog Shores Museum on July 15. See more pictures on page 9.
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	 What	 a	 pinnacle	 year	 it	 has	
been	 for	 Port	 Perry’s	 infamous	
Brock’s	Department	Store!	
	 After	 opening	 in	 1881	 under	
the	ownership	of	William	Brock,	
the	 family-owned	 store,	 (which	
now	consists	of	three	connecting	
shops	 for	 men’s	 wear,	 women’s	
wear	 and	 foot	 wear)	 is	 proudly	
celebrating	 its	 125th	 year	 in	
business.			
	 And	 for	 the	 grand	 finale	 of	
festivities,	 Brock’s	 owners/sis-
ters,	Julie	and	Marina,	are	host-
ing	 the	 “Lighting	 the	 Runway	
Gala	 Dinner	 and	 Evening;”	 a	
formal,	 black-tie	 optional	 event	
which	will	be	held	on	Thursday,	
September	27.	
	 Guests	will	enjoy	a	spectacu-
lar	night	of	elegant	dinning	and	
live	 entertainment,	 including	 a	
fashion	show	and	silent	 auction	
with	 music,	 prizes,	 draws	 and	
plenty	more	exciting	activities.
	 Located	 at	 the	 beautiful	
SkyLoft	 Ski	 and	 Country	 Club,	
which	boasts	a	spacious	gather-
ing	room	and	cathedral	ceilings,	
the	 picturesque	 views	 of	 Lake	
Ontario	will	provide	 the	perfect	
setting	 to	 enjoy	 the	 fall	 foliage	
with	locals,	families	and	friends.	
	 Those	 who	 attend	 will	 have	
the	 special	 priviledge	 of	 enjoy-

ing	hilarious	entertainment	from	
MC	of	 the	evening,	Neil	Crone,	
a	 well-accomplished	 Canadian	
actor	and	comic	who	even	stars	
in	 the	 upcoming	 hit	 film	 “Hair-
spray,”	 while	 enjoying	 a	 lovely	
dinner	with	wine	and	dessert.

	

As	the	night	unfolds,	guests	will	
be	treated	to	a	live	fashion	show	
of	 Columbia	 Sportswear	 and	
Linda	Lundstrom	with	merchan-
dise	 available	 for	 purchase	 at	
Brock’s.
	 And	if	these	fashions	are	not	

enough	 to	 delight	 the	 willful	
shopper,	 Gary	 Hill’s	 tempting	
auction	 of	 items,	 provided	 by	
Brock’s	 generous	 footwear	 and	
clothing	 suppliers,	 surely	 will.	
Along	 with	 Brock’s	 contribu-
tions,	 the	 auction	 will	 feature	
unique	 donations	 from	 local	
businesses	 and	 individuals	 in	
the	community.		
	 With	 proceeds	 from	 the	
event	supporting	the	Port	Perry	
Hospital	 Foundation’s	 “Lighting	
the	 Way”	 Campaign;	 the	 Gala	
will	help	raise	money	for	an	en-
hanced	Endoscopy	unit	that	will	
likely	position	Port	Perry	Hospi-
tal	 as	 the	 centre	 destination	 for	
procedures	of	this	kind.
	 “The	Port	Perry	Hospital	has	
had	such	an	important	influence	
on	 our	 lives,”	 explains	 Marina	
Brock,	 in	regards	 to	her	choice	
to	 have	 proceeds	 benefit	 the	
Foundation.	 “The	 hospital	 has	
taken	 care	 of	 four	 generations	
of	our	family	and	has	taken	care	
of	 many	 other	 generations	 of	
families	in	the	community.	As	we	
celebrate	our	125th	anniversary,	
it	seemed	very	fitting	to	support	
another	institution	that	has	been	
longtime	 committed	 to	 serving	
the	area.”	

Lighting The Runway
Brock family prepares for “an evening to remember”

   Julie and Marina Brock, front, are seen here with the organizers for the Brock’s 
Lighting the Runway Gala Dinner and Evening, to be held next month. Back left, 
Kelly Olsen, Roselyn Oliver, Kent Farndale and Leslie Hancock.

Turn ‘Brock’s’ on page 23
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Thumbs Down to the brainless idiot who took it upon himself 
(herself) to throw a dead, rotting carp into the return 
bin at the Scugog Library. The costly and stupid ac-
tion destroyed a number of books being returned to the  
library, which will now have to be replaced at a cost of 
more than $1,000. It’s difficult to understand what plea-

sure anyone gets from destroying the properties of others. 

Thumbs Up to the men and women of the  Canterbury Common  
‘Silver Dragons’ who took part in the recent Dragon Boat 
races in Port Perry. This energetic group of community 
volunteers have raised more than $35,800 over the past 
three years for breast cancer research. Congratulations 

to these hard working paddle dippers!!!

Thumbs Up to the new look entrance coming into town from 
the south. New lamp posts along that stretch of highway,  
decked out with alternating banners of Canadian flags 
and “Communities In Bloom” add a welcome look to the 
entrance. We can only hope the theme will be extended 

through to 7A Hwy in the future... but it’s a great start for sure. 

Thumbs Down to council for dropping the axe on a proposed 
tree carving by local artist Adam Connolly. Throwing up 
unnecessary red tape and excuses can only help to dis-
courage Mr. Connolly in continuing his “Second Life For 
Trees” program. We need more common sense... and 

less bureaucracy. This is simply a case of over-governing.

Thumbs Up to last month’s decision by council to hold a munici-
pal by-election to fill the seat recently vacated by Ward 4 
councillor Blair Martyn, who resigned due to his health. 
With more than three years to go in the four-year term, 
going back to the people is the right choice. 

Thumbs Up to Sobey’s for re-instating their donation drop box 
at the front entrance of the store for the local Food Bank. 
Operation Scugog staff say the box, which was taken out 
during renovations is now back and ready to accept do-
nations. Congratulations for this great service!

Thumbs Up to the wild ‘n wonderful gals at the popular Kotya 
Peekin’ Fashions boutique who are celebrating the 
store’s 11th anniversary. Anyone who frequents this  
establishment knows these “Stones” lovin’ sisters  really 
know their stuff.... and wow, what stuff they have!

Thumbs Up to David Stell and the great job he did bringing back 
local content to the Port Perry Star. We remember when 
Dave came to the Star years ago as a student, and to 
see him progress has been a pleasure. We extend our 
best wishes to Dave in his new ventures.

Thumbs Down to the lack of things to give a ‘thumbs down’ to 
this month... Wow, can’t believe we’ve been so positive, 
but guess it only goes to prove what a great town this is 
we live in. Next month we’ll do better!

A column devoted to recognizing events 
and decisions affecting the residents of 
Scugog Township, and rating them with 

a “Thumbs Up, or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs

REGISTRATIONS

• Prime retail space Port Perry.
• Queen St. location
• Main floor 1,800 sq. ft.
• Full basement
• Available October 1, 2007

For more information contact
GUY LATRIELLE

Scugog Realty Ltd., Brokerage

905-985-4427

QUEEN ST. STORE FOR RENT

	 What	 a	 pinnacle	 year	 it	 has	
been	 for	 Port	 Perry’s	 infamous	
Brock’s	Department	Store!	
	 After	 opening	 in	 1881	 under	
the	ownership	of	William	Brock,	
the	 family-owned	 store,	 (which	
now	consists	of	three	connecting	
shops	 for	 men’s	 wear,	 women’s	
wear	 and	 foot	 wear)	 is	 proudly	
celebrating	 its	 125th	 year	 in	
business.			
	 And	 for	 the	 grand	 finale	 of	
festivities,	 Brock’s	 owners/sis-
ters,	Julie	and	Marina,	are	host-
ing	 the	 “Lighting	 the	 Runway	
Gala	 Dinner	 and	 Evening;”	 a	
formal,	 black-tie	 optional	 event	
which	will	be	held	on	Thursday,	
September	27.	
	 Guests	will	enjoy	a	spectacu-
lar	night	of	elegant	dinning	and	
live	 entertainment,	 including	 a	
fashion	show	and	silent	 auction	
with	 music,	 prizes,	 draws	 and	
plenty	more	exciting	activities.
	 Located	 at	 the	 beautiful	
SkyLoft	 Ski	 and	 Country	 Club,	
which	boasts	a	spacious	gather-
ing	room	and	cathedral	ceilings,	
the	 picturesque	 views	 of	 Lake	
Ontario	will	provide	 the	perfect	
setting	 to	 enjoy	 the	 fall	 foliage	
with	locals,	families	and	friends.	
	 Those	 who	 attend	 will	 have	
the	 special	 priviledge	 of	 enjoy-

ing	hilarious	entertainment	from	
MC	of	 the	evening,	Neil	Crone,	
a	 well-accomplished	 Canadian	
actor	and	comic	who	even	stars	
in	 the	 upcoming	 hit	 film	 “Hair-
spray,”	 while	 enjoying	 a	 lovely	
dinner	with	wine	and	dessert.

	

As	the	night	unfolds,	guests	will	
be	treated	to	a	live	fashion	show	
of	 Columbia	 Sportswear	 and	
Linda	Lundstrom	with	merchan-
dise	 available	 for	 purchase	 at	
Brock’s.
	 And	if	these	fashions	are	not	

enough	 to	 delight	 the	 willful	
shopper,	 Gary	 Hill’s	 tempting	
auction	 of	 items,	 provided	 by	
Brock’s	 generous	 footwear	 and	
clothing	 suppliers,	 surely	 will.	
Along	 with	 Brock’s	 contribu-
tions,	 the	 auction	 will	 feature	
unique	 donations	 from	 local	
businesses	 and	 individuals	 in	
the	community.		
	 With	 proceeds	 from	 the	
event	supporting	the	Port	Perry	
Hospital	 Foundation’s	 “Lighting	
the	 Way”	 Campaign;	 the	 Gala	
will	help	raise	money	for	an	en-
hanced	Endoscopy	unit	that	will	
likely	position	Port	Perry	Hospi-
tal	 as	 the	 centre	 destination	 for	
procedures	of	this	kind.
	 “The	Port	Perry	Hospital	has	
had	such	an	important	influence	
on	 our	 lives,”	 explains	 Marina	
Brock,	 in	regards	 to	her	choice	
to	 have	 proceeds	 benefit	 the	
Foundation.	 “The	 hospital	 has	
taken	 care	 of	 four	 generations	
of	our	family	and	has	taken	care	
of	 many	 other	 generations	 of	
families	in	the	community.	As	we	
celebrate	our	125th	anniversary,	
it	seemed	very	fitting	to	support	
another	institution	that	has	been	
longtime	 committed	 to	 serving	
the	area.”	

Lighting The Runway
Brock family prepares for “an evening to remember”

   Julie and Marina Brock, front, are seen here with the organizers for the Brock’s 
Lighting the Runway Gala Dinner and Evening, to be held next month. Back left, 
Kelly Olsen, Roselyn Oliver, Kent Farndale and Leslie Hancock.

Turn ‘Brock’s’ on page 23
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	 Golf	tournaments	have	been	a	ma-
jor	 fundraising	 event	 around	 Scugog	
for	the	past	decade,	or	more,	but	five	
area	Lions	Clubs	have	come	up	with	
a	new	idea	for	the	popular	little	white	
ball.
	 The	 clubs	 will	 intro-
duce	 “Golf	 Ball	 Rac-
ing”	to	Scugog	later	
this	year,	 in	an	ef-
fort	 to	 raise	 part	
of	 the	 $130,000	
which	 has	 been	
pledged	 to	 pur-
chase	 a	 new	 En-
doscopy	 Unit	 for	
the	 Port	 Perry	
Hospital.
	 Lion	 Larry	 Doble,	
explaining	 the	event,	 told	
Focus on Scugog	 the	 Lions	 Clubs	 of	
Blackstock,	Greenbank,	and	Port	Per-
ry	will	be	selling	tickets	for	a	race	in	
which	golf	balls	will	be	released	down	
a	sloped	racetrack.	
	 The	first	ball	to	cross	the	finishing	
line	 will	 receive	 $1000,	 second	 wins	

$500	and	the	third	wins	$250.	
	 Of	the	tickets	sold	50	were	drawn	
on	 July	 14	 at	 Reid’s	 and	 another	 50	
tickets	 will	 be	 drawn	 on	 Sept.	 22	 be-
fore	the	race.	
	 The	 name	 on	 each	 ticket	 drawn	

will	be	assigned	a	number	from	
1	to	100	for	a	golf	ball	in	the	

race.	
	 The	 race	 will	 be	
held	at	2	pm	at	the	bot-
tom	 of	 Queen	 Street	
in	Port	Perry	near	the	
Latcham	Centre.	
			The	Golf	Ball	Race	is	
part	 of	 an	 overall	 plan	

by	 the	 Lions	 Clubs	 in	
Greenbank,	 Cannington,	

Sunderland,	Port	Perry,	and	
Blackstock	 to	 raise	 more	 than	

$130,000	over	the	next	5	years	for	the	
Endoscopy	Unit.
	 For	 more	 information	 about	 the	
event	or	to	purchase	tickets	call	Larry	
at	 905-985-3723.	 Individual	 tickets	 or	
books	of	25	are	available	through	the	
clubs.

Rollin’ rollin’ rollin’

Larry
Doble

	 The	 Scugog	 Council	 for	 the	 Arts	
(SCA)	are	pleased	to	introduce	a	new	
Community	 in	 the	 Arts	 Awards	 pro-
gram.	 The	 program	 was	 established	
to	help	promote	awareness	of	the	importance	and	economic	benefits	
of	arts	and	culture	to	the	quality	of	life	in	Scugog	Township.	
	 The	 SCA	 program	 is	 designed	 to	 honour	 individuals	 and	 busi-
nesses	who	have	made	outstanding	contributions	to	the	vibrancy	of	
the	 arts	 community	 in	 Scugog	 in	 the	 past	 year.	 Nominees	 will	 be	
accepted	in	four	categories:
	Business for the Arts Award

This	award	 recognizes	a	business	 that	has	shown	an	exemplary	
spirit	of	investment	to	the	arts	in	Scugog.

Kent Farndale Patron of the Arts Award
In	recognition	of	the	overwhelming	dedication	to	the	arts	shown	
by	Kent	Farndale,	this	award	has	been	named	in	her	honour	and	
recognizes	 an	 individual	 who	 has	 shown	 an	 outstanding	 level	 of	
support	to	the	arts	in	Scugog.

Artist for the Arts Award
This	award	recognizes	an	individual	artist	who	has	shown	signifi-
cant	support	and	involvement,	not	only	in	their	own	discipline	but	
also	in	multiple	areas	of	the	arts	throughout	Scugog.

New Artist in the Community
This	award	recognizes	an	artist	who	has	newly	established	them-
selves	in	the	community	and	has	demonstrated	a	high	level	of	sup-
port	for	the	arts	in	Scugog	within	that	time.	The	artist	may	literally	
be	a	new	resident	of	Scugog	or	be	newly	practicing	art	in	Scugog.

The	awards	will	be	presented	at	 the	Showcase	of	 the	Arts	opening	
reception,	First	Night	First	Choice,	Friday,	November	2,	2007.	Nomi-
nation	forms	are	available	through	the	SCA	at	info@scugogarts.ca	or	
by	contacting	905-985-7418.	Nomination	deadline	is	Sept.	30,	2007.

Community	in	the	Arts	Awards
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P FEBRUARY - David Brown began duties as the 
new administrator of the Community Memorial Hospital. 
- Council decided not to restore the l00-year-old Town 
Hall on the corner of Lilla and Queen Streets.

P APRIL - A delegation of 25 from the Cartwright area 
met with the Durham Board of Education and after some 
discussion decided to keep the Cartwright High School 
in operation. 

P MAY - Michelle Robinson was elected Queen at the 
annual Cartwright High School “At Home”. 

P JUNE - Restoration of Port Perry’s historic Post Of-
fice began. - Council voted unanimously in saving Town 
Hall 1873. They accepted an offer from the Town Hall 
Committee to lease the building for 99 years at a nominal 
charge of $2.00 annually.  

P JULY - Allan Lawrence was given the honour of cut-
ting the ribbon during the opening ceremonies of the new 
Nestleton Community Centre.  

P OCTOBER - Workers returned to Flamingo Pastries 
Limited following a 15 week strike. 

P NOVEMBER - Doreen Van Camp was appointed 
Scugog Township clerk, Victor Malcolm, deputy clerk, 
and A.D. Thompson, treasurer. 

A view of Simcoe St. looking north towards the intersection of 7A 
Hwy. in 1974. The street had two intersections, the left continuing 
on Simcoe St., and the right connected with Wilbur St. This inter-
section was changed in 1975, removing the two-prongs, widening 
the road and installing traffic signals. 

THE YEAR WAS 1974

	 Vessels	 and	 vestments	 come	 alive	 with	 sprightly	 spirits	 -	 hu-
man,	earthly	and	airborne,	a	melding	of	the	material	and	immate-
rial	-	their	ethereal	movements	playfully	captured	in	clay	and	cloth	
in	this	unique	teaming	of	new	works	by	potter	Rosemary	Moles-
worth	and	handweaver	Pat	Burns-Wendland.
	 Opening	August	11,	2007	at	the	Kent	Farndale	Gallery	in	Port	
Perry	and	running	until	August	30,	Spiritscapes	in	Clay	and	Cloth	
is	a	pure	flight	of	fancy,	a	shared	vision	and	a	conjuring	act	of	all	
that	is	wild,	untamed,	otherworldly	and	imaginary.	
	 A	riot	of	angels,	goddesses,	herons,	horses	and	moose	prance,	
dance,	cavort	and	bob,	in,	out	and	around	Pat	Burns-Wendland’s	
richly	coloured	handwoven	jackets	and	vests	and	Rosemary	Moles-
worth’s	captivating	pots.	
		 “With	each	passing	season,	the	colours	and	our	surroundings	
change	and	so	does	my	work,”	says	Pat	Burns-Wendland.	“Some-
times	I	become	fixated	on	a	particular	design	and	work	through	a	
progression	of	either	colour,	style	or	weave	structure.	
	 Or	maybe	a	particular	button	created	by	Rosemary	inspires	me	
to	create	a	piece	of	cloth	to	enhance	it.	I	have	to	admit,	the	artists	
I	work	and	associate	with	influence	me.	Their	own	work	and	ideas	
can	and	do	determine	what	I	create.”
		 Simple	shapes	and	neutral	tones	are	the	hallmark	of	Rosemary	
Molesworth’s	fanciful	yet	always	functional	vessels.	She	finds	in-
spiration	for	the	often	humorous,	highly	stylized	images	that	adorn	
them	in	ancient	cultures,	rituals	and	the	world	around	her,	using	
clay	slips,	stencils	and	line	drawings	to	depict	her	interpretation	of	
these	eclectic	influences.
			 Pat	 is	 a	 graduate	 of	 Seneca	 College’s	 Dressmaking/Fashion	
Arts	and	Humber	College’s	Fine	Arts	programs.	She	received	her	
Master	 Spinner	 designation	 from	 the	 Ontario	 Handweavers	 and	
Spinners.	 Her	 award-winning	 work	 has	 been	 exhibited	 most	 re-
cently	at	 the	Wellington	Country	Museum	and	SGI	Canada	Cal-
edon	Centre	for	Culture	and	Education.
	 The	Kent	Farndale	Gallery	focuses	on	exhibiting	the	works	of	
emerging	and	established	artists	and	craftspeople	in	many	medi-
ums.	Throughout	the	years,	the	gallery	has	showcased	the	talents	
of	local	and	international	artists.
	 The	gallery	 is	 located	 inside	 the	Scugog	Memorial	Public	Li-
brary	at	231	Water	St.,	Port	Perry.	An	opening	reception	for	this	
exhibit	will	be	held	Saturday,	August	11th	from	1	pm	until	4	pm.		
For	more	information,	please	call	905-985-7686.

Spiritscapes	in	clay	
and	cloth,	two	artists,	
two	media,	one	idea
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	 This	is	a	refreshing	outlook,	especially	at	a	time	when	there	are	
so	many	options	for	students	to	excel	in	their	area	of	choice.	There	
really	is	no	longer	only	one	way	to	go.	What	works	for	one	student	
-	whether	it	involves	living	in	residence,	commuting	to	school,	head-
ing	off	to	university	or	choosing	college	-	really	is	personal.	
	 The	real	task	at	hand	is	trying	to	grapple	with	the	idea	of	know-
ing	exactly	what	it	is	each	individual	person	is	meant	to	do.	But	as	I	
look	around	at	this	group	of	friends,	the	idea	of	“uncertainty”	doesn’t	
seem	to	be	a	setback.	Their	laidback	persona	shows	they	are	at	ease	
and	mature	enough	to	handle	 the	obstacles	 that	come	along	with	
discovering	their	path.	
	 Among	the	grads	that	have	gathered	today,	Courtney	Ristow	is	
the	only	one	with	plans	to	attend	university	in	the	fall.	Like	every-
one	 else,	 her	 reasons	 stem	 from	 the	 fact	 that	 she	 feels	 it	 fits	 the	
whole	package	for	her,	despite	her	indecisiveness	towards	a	career	

choice.	
	 “I	 still	 don’t	 know	 ex-
actly	 what	 I	 want	 to	 do.	
I’ll	be	studying	commerce	
and	management	econom-

ics	but	 I	 also	have	my	sights	on	med	school,”	explains	Courtney.	
“My	plans	are	really	up	in	the	air.”	
	 And	that’s	okay.	As	many	students	repeatedly	learn,	life	is	full	of	
second	chances	and	new	beginnings.	In	the	grand	scheme	of	things,	
life’s	 about	 making	 decisions	 according	 to	 one’s	 own	 preference	
rather	than	what	sounds	idealistic	
according	to	others.	
	 As	 the	 evening	 comes	 to	 an	
end	and	the	students	make	their	
way	 off	 to	 enjoy	 the	 rest	 of	 the	
summer,	 one	 thing’s	 for	 sure,	
regardless	 of	 all	 the	 upcoming	
change,	 they	 will	 always	 remain	
grounded	 in	 their	 friendships	
with	one	another.
	 And	 they	 will	 always	 remem-
ber	 the	 wonderful	 community	
that	 supported	 and	 encouraged	
them	to	grow	individually.	
	 Congratulations	grads!	

By Christina Coughlin

“I still don’t know exactly 
what I want to do”... Courtney

Continued from page 2

Grads ponder life 
after high school
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	 Inspired	 to	 get	 in	 shape	 and	 promote	
a	 great	 cause,	 Scugog	 longtime	 friends	
Kelly	 Olsen	 and	 Heather	 Hart	 are	 pre-
paring	 to	 take	 part	 in	 Toronto’s	 Week-
end	 to	 End	 Breast	 Cancer.		
	 The	walk,	which	benefits	the	
Princess	Margaret	Hospital,	will	
be	held	Sept.	7	to	9	in	Toronto.	

	 For	Heather,	the	motivation	
to	participate	stems	 from	per-
sonal	 experience.	 “My	 sister-
in-law,	although	she	was	diag-
nosed	with	a	different	form	of	
cancer,	 went	 through	 this	 at	
a	 young	 age,”	 she	 explains.	
“After	taking	care	of	her,	I	re-
alized	how	serious	the	threat	
of	cancer	is	and	how	I	never	
want	to	walk	down	that	path	
myself.”	
	 Both	 Heather	 and	 Kelly	
cannot	 stress	 enough	 how	
important	 it	 is	 for	 individu-
als	 to	 take	 their	 health	 into	
their	own	hands.	
	 “Early	 detection	 is	 key,	
which	is	why	it	is	so	impor-
tant	to	not	ignore	the	signs,”	
says	Kelly.	“Women	should	speak	to	their	
doctor	about	taking	the	proper	health	pre-
cautions,	such	as	ensuring	they	get	their	
yearly	mammograms.”

	 As	 Kelly	 and	 Heather	 prepare	 for	
their	 60	 km	 walk,	 which	 spreads	 over	
the	length	of	three	days,	they	have	come	
up	 with	 creative	 and	 inspiring	 ways	 to	

raise	 the	 $2,000	 each	 participant	 is	 ex-
pected	 to	 accumulate	 before	 the	 event.		
	 At	 Brock’s	 Department	 Store	 in	 Port	
Perry,	 they	 have	 been	 selling	 their	 own		

handcrafted	 beaded	 bracelets	 for	 $10	
each.	 The	 proceeds	 from	 these	 sales	 go	
directly	to	their	funds	for	the	walk.	
	 The	two	women	have	also	been	taking	

orders	 for	 their	 delicious	 homemade	
hot-pepper	 jelly	 at	 five	 dollars	 a	 jar,	
and	a	successful	yard	sale	earlier	this	
year	 helped	 Kelly	 and	 Heather	 raise	
just	over	$1,100.	
	 In	 addition	 to	 their	 efforts	 thus	
far,	 they	 are	 both	 looking	 forward	 to	
an	 upcoming	 summer	 barbeque	 with	
neighbours	and	friends,	in	which	ticket	
sales	will	benefit	their	walk.
	 While	 Kelly	 and	 Heather	 both	 admit	
it	 has	 been	 a	 challenging	 task	 trying	
to	 raise	 enough	 money	 to	 participate	
in	 the	 event,	 they	 genuinely	 agree	
the	 cause	 is	 well	 worth	 the	 effort.		
	 “Just	 setting	 a	 goal	 and	 working	 to-
wards	 it	 is	 more	 rewarding	 than	 any-

thing.	We	both	feel	the	need	to	advocate	
more	awareness	of	the	event	to	the	area,	
as	well	as	more	involvement,”	says	Kelly,	
who	 has	 lived	 within	 the	 Scugog	 region	
for	most	of	her	life.
	 	 Their	 dedication	 and	 hard	 work	
over	 the	 past	 months	 are	 plenty	 of	 indi-
cation	 that	 both	 Kelly	 and	 Heather	 are	
sincerely	committed	to	generating	a	bet-
ter	awareness	of	the	issue	and	the	event.		
	 They	are	encouraging	people	to	come	
forward	and	make	a	donation	by	calling	

Kelly Olsen                                    Heather Hart

“We both feel the need to advocate 
more awareness”... Kelly Olsen

“My sister-in-law was  
diagnosed with cancer 
at a young age”

              ... Heather Hart

Please turn to page 18

Kelly, Heather lace up for cancer walk
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	 This	unique	home	is	one	of	the	most	visible	in	downtown	Port	Perry.	Facing	onto	Queen	St,	at	the	corner	of	Simcoe	St.,	
this	was	the	home	of	Dr.	Robert	Archer,	one	of	Port	Perry’s	most	loved	and	respected	doctors	during	the	early	1900s.	
Dr.	Archer,	was	an	accomplished	surgeon	who	moved	to	Port	Perry	to	join	his	brother	David	at	the	Archer	Medical	
Clinic	in	1897.	He	spent	the	next	30	years	caring	for	the	people	of	Port	Perry	and	neighbouring	communities.	
	 But	the	history	of	this	property,	located	at	291	Queen	Street,	dates	back	to	the	1850s	when	it	was	first	owned	

by	 Robert	 Perry.	 Mr.	 Perry	 sold	 the	 corner	 location	 to	 James	 W.	
Gamble	in	1860.	Mr.	Gamble,	an	early	settler	of	Scugog	Island	was	
voted	as	the	Scugog	Township’s	(Island)	first	reeve	in	1855.	
	 The	 property	 changed	 hands	 again	 in	 1871,	 this	 time	 being	
purchased	 by	 Charles	 W.	 Rose,	 and	 over	 the	 next	 few	 years	 owners	
included	Edward	Major	and	Samuel	Graham,	who	purchased	it	in	1885.	The	
Graham’s	owned	the	property	for	almost	30	years,	during	which	time	it’s	
believed	they	built	 the	present	house.	It	was	sold	in	1913	to	Arthur	
Profit,	and	again	in	1919	to	John	Leask	at	which	time	the	property	
was	separated.
	 Dr.	Archer	moved	into	this	home	in	1920,	but	after	only	seven	
years	the	beloved	and	respected	doctor	died	and	it	was	sold	the	
following	year	to	Marguerite	L.	Baker.	Since	1928	the	house	has	
been	 owned	 by	 Elsie	 Pyatt,	 Richard	 Wallace,	 and	 Donald	 and	
Grace	Milne	who	bought	it	in	1954	and	owned	it	until	a	few	years	
ago	 when	 it	 was	 purchased	 by	 James	 P.	 Murphy	 and	 Sandra	 C.	
Woolsey.	The	current	owners	of	this	attractive	Queen	St.	home	are	
J.	Scott	and	Anne	Du	Bois	who	purchased	the	home	in	Aug.	2006.
	 The	house	is	unique	in	that	it	features	a	large	sloping	roof	and	open	ended	
rafters	along	the	roof	and	dormers.	After	being	purchased	by	the	Murphy	and	
Woolsey	in	about	2004	the	owners	completely	re-painted	and	restored	the	exterior	of	the	
home.

Scugog Township Homes

   This picture taken from a postcard dated about 1930 
shows the Archer house with an open porch. It was 
closed-in sometime later. In background, is the home 
which is now the location of Jester’s Court restaurant.

    Dr. Robt.
     Archer

This Old
			House

    Samuel
    Graham

Home of Port Perry’s ‘favourite’ doctor
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Dog Days of Scugog

 They ran... they jumped... they swam... they barked. Hundreds of dogs of all shapes and sizes converged 
at Scugog Shores Museum on July 21,22 for the annual Dog Days of Scugog. Competitions ranged from dog-
gie fashion shows, dock dogs, pole weaving, Super Dog Idol, as well as demonstrations during the weekend. 
Pictured here are just a few of the amazing dogs taking part. At left, one of the competitors in the SuperDog 
Central Show catches a frisbee in the air; above, this amazing mutt jumped more than 18’ into the water during 
the Dock Dogs Wave competition. Below from left: Kiera Kuebec, 6, of Greenbank with her dog Niko; Raymond 
a long eared Basset Hound won a third place ribbon in the “longest ear class,” and “Blitz” winds his way through 
the poles in the Pole Weaving Competition.

For more pictures of the Dog Days of Scugog - visit the “Focus website” at www.focusonscugog.com
Photos by J.P. Hvidsten
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EMILY-ROSE GIBBONS
on your recent 
graduation from 

Grade 8 at
R.H. Cornish 
Public School

We are very
 proud of you!

Love Mom
and Dad

We’re Proud of You

As you celebrate your graduation, take a moment 
to reflect back on all the challenges you’ve overcome 
through the years. Your hard work and dedication 
have really paid off and now you proceed to the next 

challenges of your life. We congratulate you  
    on this fine achievement.

TYLER 
STEPHEN
on your recent 

graduation from 
Grade 8  

at
S.A. Cawker
Public School

We are so proud of you!
Love

                 Grandma & Grandpa

Congratulations

NATHAN SCOTT

We are 
very 

proud of 
you!
Love

Mom, Dad
& Hannah

Congratulations! Congratulations!

JAMIE
HVIDSTEN
Congratulations
on successfully

graduating
from

Port Perry High 
School

 Your future looks bright!
Love

              Mom and Dad

We’re Proud of You!

KATIE HVIDSTEN
   Congratulations on 

the successful  
completion of  

your courses at  
Port Perry 

High School.

Best wishes for
future successes!

Love 
Mom and Dad

Would you like to congratulate your graduate - call Focus on Scugog - 905-985-8585

Way to go Josh!
JOSH

PERNA
Congratulations 

on your  
graduation  

from Port Perry 
High School

We are so proud of you!
Love

                    Mom, Dad,  Jordan, 
               Aaron and Sean

HONOURING OUR
GRADUATES
HONOURING OUR
GRADUATES

	 In	 the	 June	 “This	 Old	 House”	 feature	 some	 information	
was	missed	regarding	the	“Kent	Estate”	property	owners.
	 The	 property	 was	 purchased	 in	 1973	 by	 a	 local	 develop-
ment	group	called	“Vanedward	Investments	Limited”	and	com-
prised	 of	 three	 local	 businessmen	 -	 Glen	 Van	 Camp,	 of	 Van	
Camp	Contracting;	Ted	Griffen	of	Lake	Scugog	Lumber	and	
Port	Perry	High	School	principal	Grant	MacDonald.
	 We	appreciate	the	oversight,	of	Mr.	Van	Camp,	being	point-
ed	out	so	this	could	be	corrected.

Correction - New Feature - 

CELEBRATIONS
Focus on Scugog introduces “Celebrations”

Honour your loved ones Graduations, Birthdays &  
Anniversaries in full colour.

For more information call 905-985-8585
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	 Adam	Connolly’s	 latest	mas-
terpiece	was	unveiled	at	Scugog	
Shores	Museum	on	July	25	with	
a	small,	but	appreciative	crowd	
in	attendance.
	 His	 latest	 undertaking,	
called	 “Gaasknazo	 Gete	 Mitg”	
(Whispering	 Old	 Tree),	 is	 the	
second	 piece	 in	 Scugog	 Town-
ship	 for	 his	 “Second	 life	 For	
Trees	Project”.	The	first,	which	
he	called	“The	Scout”	is	located	
at	the	corner	of	Queen	and	Co-
chrane	St.,	Port	Perry.
	 During	 a	 brief	 ceremony,	
before	 the	 unveiling	 of	 the	
sculpture,	native	drummers	Fay	
Koss	and	Jamie	Kozlinsky		sang		
“Serenity”	 in	 the	 First	 Nation	
‘vocables’	dialect.
	 Also	 on	 hand	 representing	
the	 Mississaugas	 of	 Scugog	 Is-
land	 was	 Allan	 Mountford	 who	
offered	a	prayer	and	smudging	
and	placed	 tobacco	at	 the	base	
of	the	tree	as	an	offering.
	 Artist	 Adam	 Connolly	
thanked	everyone	who	attended	
and	explained	the	sculpture	and	
figures	carved	into	the	tree.
	 The	 large	 majestic	 Sugar	
Maple,	still	firmly	rooted	in	the	
ground	 at	 the	 local	 museum,	
begins	its	Second	Life	as	an	eco-	
sculpture.	
	 This	 creation	was	 	 	 inspired	
by	the	Heritage	and	Lore	of	the	
Mississaugas	 of	 Scugog	 Island	

First	Nation.
	 Gaasknazo	 Gete	 Mitg	 illus-
trates	 the	 story	 of	 Sky	 woman	
and	 includes	 many	 symbols	
central	 to	 the	 natural	 heritage	
and	ceremony	of	 the	 local	Mis-
sissaugas	of	Scugog	Island	First	
Nation.	
	 “My	 intention	 is	 to	 release	
the	spiritual	and	ecological	mes-
sage	 this	 venerable	 tree	 has	 to	
tell	of	our	beautiful	bio-region,”	
Mr.	Connolly	said.
	 Over	 200	 hours	 spent	 with	
this	magnificent	tree	has	result-
ed	in	a	sculpture	that	celebrates,	
spirit,	 resilience,	 joy	 and	 the		
inter-connectivity	of	creation.
	 Mr.	 Connolly	 worked	 with	
the	 Mississaugas	 of	 Scugog	
Island	 First	 Nation	 who	 spon-
sored	the	project.
	 Mr.	Connolly	has	a	vision	of	
providing	 more	 historical	 trees	
with	 a	 second	 life	 as	 they	 be-
come	available.	
	 “Second	Life	For	Trees	holds	
the	 promise	 of	 creating	 rather	
than	 destroying,”	 the	 artist	 ex-
plains.	 “Still	 firmly	 rooted	 in	
the	 past,	 the	 tree	 will	 be	 trans-
formed	 into	 a	 sculpture,	 which	
will	 represent	 the	 natural	 cul-
tural	and	ethnic	heritage	of	the	
community,	 or	 the	 spirit	 of	 the	
charitable	 organization	 which	
will	benefit	from	the	art	piece.

By J. Peter Hvidsten

Whispering 
    Old Tree
Whispering 
    Old Tree

“Gaasknazo	Gete	Mitg”

Fay Koss, Adam Connolly and Jamie Kozlinsky at the official unveiling.
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	 Inspired	 to	 get	 in	 shape	 and	 promote	 a	 great	 cause,	 Scu-
gog	 longtime	 friends	 Kelly	 Olsen	 and	 Heather	 Hart	 are	 prepar-
ing	 to	 take	 part	 in	 Toronto’s	 Weekend	 to	 End	 Breast	 Cancer.		
	 The	walk,	which	benefits	the	Princess	Margaret	Hospital,	will	be	
held	Sept.	7	to	9	in	Toronto.	
	 For	Heather,	the	motivation	to	participate	stems	from	personal	
experience.	“My	sister-in-law,	although	she	was	diagnosed	with	a	
different	 form	 of	 cancer,	 went	 through	 this	 at	 a	 young	 age,”	 she	
explains.	“After	taking	care	of	her,	I	realized	how	serious	the	threat	
of	cancer	is	and	how	I	never	want	to	walk	down	that	path	myself.”	
	 Both	Heather	and	Kelly	cannot	stress	enough	how	important	it	
is	for	individuals	to	take	their	health	into	their	own	hands.	
	 “Early	 detection	 is	 key,	 which	 is	 why	 it	 is	 so	 important	 to	 not	
ignore	the	signs,”	says	Kelly.	“Women	should	speak	to	their	doctor	
about	taking	the	proper	health	precautions,	such	as	ensuring	they	
get	their	yearly	mammograms.”
	 As	 Kelly	 and	 Heather	 prepare	 for	 their	 60	 km	 walk,	 which	
spreads	 over	 the	 length	 of	 three	 days,	 they	 have	 come	 up	
with	 creative	 and	 inspiring	 ways	 to	 raise	 the	 $2,000	 each	
participant	 is	 expected	 to	 accumulate	 before	 the	 event.		
	 At	 Brock’s	 Department	 Store	 in	 Port	 Per-
ry,	 they	 have	 been	 selling	 their	 own		
handcrafted	 beaded	 bracelets	 for	 $10	 each.	 The	 proceeds	 from	
these	sales	go	directly	to	their	funds	for	the	walk.	

Continued from page 13

Local women take 
part in cancer walk
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	 At	the	age	of	seven,	Cam	Muir	decided	that	he	wanted	to	become	a	doc-
tor	of	Biology.	“I	have	no	idea	why	that	happened,”	he	said.
	 Cam	was	an	extremely	popular	student	at	Port	Perry	High	School,	a	
successful	athlete	in	track	and	basketball.	In	his	last	year	at	PPHS	he	was	
the	starting	centre	for	the	school	team.	
	 In	the	late	1970s	Cam	also	entertained	in	the	PPHS	drama	productions	
and	with	the	Borelians.	He	was	even	part	of	a	short	 lived	theatre	group	
who	named	themselves	the	Premier	Performance	Theatre	Company.	And	
in	his	spare	time,	this	busy	teenager	worked	at	Emile’s	Restaurant.
	 During	the	summer	of	1981	he	headed	out	to	Vancouver	for	the	sum-
mer,	fully	intending	to	return	in	the	fall.	He	decided	to	stay	after	he	found	
a	job	he	enjoyed	-	selling	cameras	at	the	Japan	Camera	Centre.
	 “Later,	following	five	years	of	retail	management,”	he	said,	“I	decided	
to	resuscitate	my	goal	of	getting	a	university	education.”	He	enrolled	as	a	
mature	student	in	a	B.Sc	program	at	Simon	Fraser	University.
	 It	was	here	that	he	gained	a	 love	of	genetics,	particularly	as	they	ap-
plied	to	endangered	species.	After	completing	his	Bachelor’s	degree,	he	
enrolled	in	the	Doctoral	program.
	 Also	during	his	university	years,	he	met	 is	wife	Eliah	and	the	couple	
were	married	in	Vancouver.
	 “Graduate	school	was	an	awesome	experience	for	me,”	he	states.	His	
advisor	at	 this	 time	was	Birute	Goldikas,	one	of	Louis	Leakey’s	Angels.	
Goldikas	is	recognized	as	the	world’s	foremost	authority	on	orangutans.	
Her	 colleagues,	 Jane	 Goodall	 studied	 chimpanzees	 and	 Dian	 Fossey		
became	a	martyr	studying	mountain	gorillas.
	 Cam’s	studies	took	him	to	the	jungles	of	Borneo	to	work	with	Goldikas.	
“While	in	Borneo	we	caught	orangutans	who	had	been	trapped	in	palm	oil	
plantations.	We	then	relocated	them	in	wildlife	reserves.”
	 Cam	recalled	one	incident	where	an	orangutan	became	annoyed	at	the	
efforts	to	capture	him	in	a	net.	“He	started	to	throw	branches	at	us	and	
when	we	didn’t	disappear,	he	tried	to	pee	on	me.	I	managed	to	avoid	this	
but	he	then	reached	behind	himself,	pooped	in	his	hand	and	threw	it	at	
me.”	Cam	laughed.	
	 “We	managed	to	get	him	later	and	put	him	in	a	cage	to	transfer	him	to	
the	wildlife	refuge,”	he	said.																											Please turn page 24

Where     Now?are
  they 

Cam enjoys the land 
of milk and honey

 Cam and his wife Eliah with three of their many pets, from left, Libbie, Hila, Kaleo. 
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 Canada Day celebrations in Port Perry took place on July 1, 2007 featuring 
a Tribute to Canadian Troops and a parade through town. In Palmer Park there 
were dozens of kids activities throughout the day along with contests, shows 
and evening fireworks. Pictured at top left is Sydney Runions, 5, on her colourful 
bike. Above: May Smitherman and Willa Holtby, dressed in bright red, sit waiting 
for the veterans parade, and right, Mayor Marilyn Pearce escorts veteran Vern 
Asselstine to the service in the park.
  See more Canada Day coverage and photos at: www.focusonscugog.com.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

CANADA 
DAY

PORT PERRY 2007

  Pictured above: Claire 
Wallery, 6, of Green-
bank got painted up 
with Canadian flags. 
  At left, Councillor Bob-
bie Drew cuts the “Sup-
port Your Troops” cake 
for visitors.
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Birdseye Centre

	 Eddie	and	Hilda	Michell	moved	to	Port	Perry	during	1939,	and	
shortly	after	arriving,	they	purchased	a	rough	piece	of	property	at	
the	north	end	of	Water	St.	The	 following	year	 they	worked	hard	
clearing	and	levelling	the	land,	with	plans	to	build	a	tourist	park	on	
the	land	overlooking	Lake	Scugog.
	 Work	began	on	a	30’x80’	swimming	pool	on	the	property	in	Au-
gust	 1939.	 The	 following	 summer	 the	 pool	 was	 opened	 and	 con-

struction	 began	 on	 the	 first	 of	
nine	 efficiency	 cabins	 along	 the	
lakeshore.
	 In	 May	 1940,	 following	 nego-
tiation	with	the	Toronto	Star,	Mr.	
Michell	 received	 exclusive	 per-
mission	to	call	the	park,	Birdseye	
Centre	Cabin	Park,	after	the	popu-
lar	 cartoon	 series.	 The	 cartoon	
series	was	created	by	former	local	
resident	 Jimmy	Frise,	 along	with	
his	 friend	 Greg	 Clarke,	 and	 was	
featured	weekly	in	the	Star.	
				Over	the	next	30	years,	the	park	
became	 a	 popular	 spot	 for	 tour-
ists,	 many	 making	 long	 treks	 to	
stay	in	the	beautiful	park	with	pic-

turesque	cabins	overlooking	Lake	Scugog.
	 After	 operating	 Birdseye	 Centre	 Cabin	 Parks	 for	 more	 than	
three	decades,	the	park	was	sold	to	Scugog	Township	in	1969.	A	
few	years	later	the	cabins	were	removed	and	the	land	was	returned	
to	its	present	condition.
	 Although	it	underwent	a	number	of	repairs	over	the	years,	the	
outdoor	 pool	 built	 by	 the	 Michells	 in	 Birdseye	 Park	 served	 the	
community	for	60	years.	In	1999,	facing	costly	repairs	the	pool	was	
removed.	The	municipality	constructed	a	new	outdoor	pool	at	the	
site	two	years	later.

Birdseye Centre became popular tourist park

A view of the busy swimming pool at Birdseye Centre, Port Perry, during a hot summer day about 1955. 
Above: The entrance to Birdseye Centre Park, was at the north end of Water Street, beside the Michell’s house and refreshment booth.

Photos of some of the nine Birdseye Centre Park cabins as they looked from the lake and within the park.

Hilda and Eddie Michell

Scugog Exposed
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	 Elizabeth	McArthur	sometimes	wondered	if	she	“signed	up	for	
life”	when	she	offered	to	co-ordinate	a	Terry	Fox	Run	for	Port	Per-
ry	15	years	ago.
	 But	with	plans	underway	for	the	2007	event,	to	be	held	on	Sun-
day,	Sept.	16,	starting	in	Palmer	Park,	she	hasn’t	slowed	down.
	 It’s	easy	 to	 tell	 the	exuberant	organizer	of	 the	 local	run	 is	still	
committed	and	enthused	about	the	annual	event.	In	a	recent	inter-
view	with	Focus on Scugog,	she	reminisced	about	the	first	run	she	
co-ordinated	in	1993.
	 Unsure	 of	 what	 to	 expect	 after	
months	 of	 planning	 and	 promoting	
she	was	excited,	but	unsure	of	what	to	
expect.	“About	300	people	came	out	to	
support	the	run	and	it	blew	us	away,”	
she	said.
	 Since	 it	 began,	 the	 local	 Terry	 Fox	
Race	 has	 attracted	 anywhere	 between	
400-500	participants	each	year,	but	Eliza-
beth	would	love	to	see	it	grow.	“We	need	
to	find	a	way	to	reach	out	into	the	com-
munity	to	get	more	involved,”	she	said.
	 Elizabeth	points	to	three	main	ingre-
dients	that	help	to	keep	her	motivated	
and	 involved.	She	has	high	praise	 for	
the	staff	at	the	Terry	Fox	Foundation.	
“They	are	so	supportive	and	help	make	
the	effort	a	fun	thing	to	do.”
	 She	 also	 points	 to	 the	 organizers	
and	volunteers	who	help	keep	her	mo-
tivated.	Many,	including	five	members	
of	 the	 Terry’s	 Team	 have	 been	 there	
from	the	beginning	and	all	have	 their	
important	 roles	 to	 play	 to	 make	 sure	
the	event	run	smoothly.
	 In	 particular	 she	 points	 out	 Janice	
Beechey,	Ken	Crawford,	Kelvin	Todd,	
Don	Wilson	and	Mary	Holt	and	Cathy	
Perna	who	have	been	such	a	big	part	of	the	success	of	the	event.
	 And	of	course,	if	it	were	not	for	the	walk	participants,	which	in-
clude	both	those	who	take	part	in	the	event	and	those	who	support	
it	 through	pledges,	 it	would	not	be	the	success	it	has	been	for	so	
many	years.
	 Elizabeth	 says	 the	 local	 walk	 traditionally	 raises	 more	 than	
$20,000	each	 year	 and	emphasises	 that	 all	 funds	 go	 to	 the	Terry	
Fox	Foundation.	“Not	one	cent	is	used	for	organizing	or	promotion,	
and	nobody	is	paid,”	she	said.
	 This	year’s	registration	gets	underway	at	8	am	on	Sept.	16,	fol-
lowed	 by	 a	 welcome	 and	 then	 a	 warm-up	 lead	 by	 Kim	 McCann.	
There	are	three	routes,	1km,	5km	and	10	km	and	everyone	is	 in-
vited	to	take	part.	“We	want	people	to	use	whatever	ability	they	have	
to	get	out	and	participate,”	she	says.	
	 Elizabeth	also	points	out	that	anyone	can	make	a	pledge	and	it	is	
now	easier	than	ever.	Simply	access	the	Terry	Fox	website	at	-	www.
terryfoxrun.org,	then	select	on-line	pledging,	identify	your	commu-
nity	and	make	a	pledge.

By J.Peter Hvidsten

 Elizabeth McArthur of Port Perry has been the co-ordinator the local Terry 
Fox Run since its inception in 1993 and is now making plans for September.

Elizabeth McArthur 
plans for Scugog’s 
15th Terry Fox Run
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	 What	 a	 pinnacle	 year	 it	 has	 been	 for	 Port	 Perry’s	 infamous	
Brock’s	Department	Store!	
	 After	opening	in	1881	under	the	ownership	of	William	Brock,	the	
family-owned	store,	(which	now	consists	of	three	connecting	shops	
for	men’s	wear,	women’s	wear	and	foot	wear)	is	proudly	celebrating	
its	125th	year	in	business.			
	 And	for	the	grand	finale	of	festivities,	Brock’s	owners/sisters,	Ju-
lie	and	Marina,	are	hosting	the	“Lighting	the	Runway	Gala	Dinner	
and	Evening;”	a	formal,	black-tie	optional	event	which	will	be	held	on	
Thursday,	September	27.	
	 Guests	will	enjoy	a	spectacular	night	of	elegant	dinning	and	live	
entertainment,	including	a	fashion	show	and	silent	auction	with	mu-
sic,	prizes,	draws	and	plenty	more	exciting	activities.
	 Located	 at	 the	 beautiful	 SkyLoft	 Ski	 and	 Country	 Club,	 which	
boasts	a	spacious	gathering	room	and	cathedral	ceilings,	the	pictur-
esque	views	of	Lake	Ontario	will	provide	the	perfect	setting	to	enjoy	
the	fall	foliage	with	locals,	families	and	friends.	
	 Those	who	attend	will	have	the	special	priviledge	of	enjoying	hi-
larious	entertainment	from	MC	of	the	evening,	Neil	Crone,	a	well-ac-
complished	Canadian	actor	and	comic	who	even	stars	in	the	upcom-
ing	hit	film	“Hairspray,”	while	enjoying	a	lovely	dinner	with	wine	and	
dessert.
	 As	the	night	unfolds,	guests	will	be	treated	to	a	live	fashion	show	
of	 Columbia	 Sportswear	 and	 Linda	 Lundstrom	 with	 merchandise	
available	for	purchase	at	Brock’s.
	 And	if	these	fashions	are	not	enough	to	delight	the	willful	shopper,	
Gary	Hill’s	tempting	auction	of	items,	provided	by	Brock’s	generous	
footwear	and	clothing	suppliers,	surely	will.	Along	with	Brock’s	con-
tributions,	the	auction	will	feature	unique	donations	from	local	busi-
nesses	and	individuals	in	the	community.		
	 With	 proceeds	 from	 the	event	 supporting	 the	Port	 Perry	 Hos-
pital	Foundation’s	“Lighting	the	Way”	Campaign;	the	Gala	will	help	
raise	money	for	an	enhanced	Endoscopy	unit	that	will	likely	position	
Port	Perry	Hospital	as	the	centre	destination	for	procedures	of	this	
kind.
	 “The	Port	Perry	Hospital	has	had	such	an	 important	 influence	
on	 our	 lives,”	 explains	 Marina	 Brock,	 in	 regards	 to	 her	 choice	 to	
have	proceeds	benefit	the	Foundation.	“The	hospital	has	taken	care	
of	four	generations	of	our	family	and	has	taken	care	of	many	other	
generations	of	families	in	the	community.	As	we	celebrate	our	125th	
anniversary,	 it	 seemed	 very	 fitting	 to	 support	 another	 institution	
that	has	been	longtime	committed	to	serving	the	area.”	
	 Both	sisters	recognize	the	importance	of	giving	back	to	the	com-
munity	that	has	enabled	Brock’s	to	remain	one	of	the	oldest	family-
owned	retail	stores	in	Canada.

Did You Know?	 -	The	correct	spelling	for	the	word	Hawaii	
is	actually	Hawai’i	(See story page 15).	Hawai’i	 is	the	correct	
spelling	of	the	Hawaiian	language,	one	of	the	Pacific	island’s	
two	official	languages.	The	word	‘Hawaiian’	is	an	English	word	
which	 requires	 no	 mark	 between	 the	 two	 ‘i’s.	 So	 now	 you	
know!
 Just thought we’d let you know this before we start getting calls 
and emails that we spelled the word wrong in our “Where Are 
They Now?” feature this month about Cam Muir.

Did You Know?	-			A	report	released	in	mid-July	suggests	it	
was	a	deadly	bacteria	that	thrives	in	warm	water	which	was	
at	least	partially	to	blame	for	the	recent	“Carp	Kill”	in	Lake	
Scugog	and	a	number	of	other	Kawartha	lakes.	
 According to Barry Radford, spokesperson for the Ministry 
of Natural Resources, the bacteria, known as, columnaris, are 
triggered by water temperatures between 13 and 18C.

Continued frm page 8

	Brock’s	gala	night
DID YOU
KNOW?
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Continued from page 19
	 His	 doctorate	 work	 also	 took	 him	 to	
Hawai’i	where	he	studied	hammerhead	and	
tiger	sharks.	While	there	he	fell	in	love	with	
the	 Islands	 and	 the	 opportunities	 to	 study	
genetics	and	biology.													
	 When	 he	 had	 completed	 his	 PhD	 at	 Si-
mon	Fraser	University,	he	decided	to	pursue	
his	interests	in	Hawai’i.
	 He	is	now	the	Assistant	professor	of	Biol-
ogy	at	the	University	of	Hawai’i	at	Hilo	and	
is	the	Director	of	their	Genetics	Facility,	and	

at	the	same	time,	Director	of	the	Molecular	
Genetics	of	Human	Disease	Laboratory.
	 In	 their	 spare	 time,	 Cam	 and	 his	 wife	
Eliah	operate	a	small	farm	where	they	grow	
commercial	salad	greens.	“Five	years	ago	we	
began	to	grow	tea,	and	plan	 to	expand	that	
operation,”	he	added.
	 Cam	has	many	fond	memories	of	the	Port	
Perry	of	his	youth,	particularly	of	Poplar	Park	
where	he	served	as	a	Life	Guard,	and	“Fog”	
Jackson’s	buttertarts.	“I	miss	Port	Perry	but	
Eliah	and	I	now	have	our	own	piece	of	para-

dise	here	 in	Hawai’i.	We	can	see	 the	ocean	
from	our	front	window,”	he	added.
	 “Hawai’i	is	the	best	place	in	the	world	to	
study	what	interests	me.	But	I	keep	in	close	
contact	with	my	family.”	Cam’s	parents	Bev	
and	Dave	Muir,	and	his	sister	Shawn	all	live	
in	Port	Perry.	
	 “As	a	youth	in	Port	Perry,	I	never	would	
have	 thought	 that	 I	 would	 be	 living	 in	
Hawai’i,”	he	concluded.

By Paul Arculus

	Cam	fell	in	love	with	the	islands
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POW WOW
Mississaugas of Scugog Island

  The Mississaugas of Scugog Island 
held their 11th annual PowWow on 
July 21, 22. Bright skies greeted par-
ticipants and visitors for the popular 
two-day event.  Both days began with 
a “Sunrise Ceremony” and the Grand 
Entry took place at noon, followed by 
native prayers and drummers. Follow-
ing the official ceremony, visitors were 
invited to take part in dancing around 
the circle.
  The colourful event featured dozens 
of vendors selling native products and 
foods. Pictured here are some of the 
native dancers taking part in the cere-
monies during the first days activities.
 Pictured bottom right are Bonnie 
Simpson from Rama and Larry Ga-
bow of Manitoulin Island. Bottom left, 
one of the native vendors.

For more pictures of the  
Mississauga PowWow -  

visit the “Focus website” at
www.focusonscugog.com

Photos by J.P. Hvidsten
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     A look at some of the many events       in and around Scugog Township

 What’s Up Scugog? 
Focus On Scugog wants to keep you informed about the events 
and activities throughout the township. Here is a listing of some of 
the many events. We welcome listings of public events from non-
profit groups and organizations for Scugog Township. Send a brief 
description of your event by email to focus@observerpub.ca today. 
Deadline for the next issue of Focus On Scugog is Aug. 20, 2007.

AUGUST 11, 2007 - DOORS OPEN SCUGOG/PORT PERRY
Scugog Township swings open its doors on Saturday, August 11 to 

allow access to numerous township buildings 
and properties in Port Perry, Blackstock and 
Caesarea. This is the second year Scugog has 
participated in the Ontario-wide event. For more  
information call 905-985-7346 or email cbel-
fry@scugog.ca.

AUGUST 19, 2007 - ROTARY ANNUAL AQUARAMA 2007
Join the Rotary Club of Port Perry and Special Olympics 2008 in 
the annual fun-filled Aquarama at Port Perry’s 
Palmer Park lakefront.  Teams consisting of five 
riders, race PWCs against the clock for prizes 
and trophies. Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. 
and the races start at 11 a.m. For more infor-
mation or if you’d like to register a team, please 
contact Kathy Chenier at 905-985-6282. Eve-
ryone welcome!

AUGUST 24, 25, 2007 - BLACKSTOCK FAIR
One of the areas longest running events, the Blackstock Fair opens 
Friday, August 24 with a Demo Derby. Parade, livestock shows, 
horse pull, agricultural tent, 4-H Achievement day, homecraft dis-
plays, Kids’ World, ATV, dog obstacle course, dance. For informa-
tion call 905-986-0035 or email bkstock@durham.net.

SEPTEMBER 1 - 3, 2007 - PORT PERRY FAIR
Enjoy one, two or three days at the fair. This years Port Perry Fair 
features lots of fun, shows and activities, including: tractor pull, 
demo derby, family rodeo, fiddle contest, horse & cattle shows, 4-H 
beef and dairy shows, baby show, homecrafts. For more information 
phone 905-985-0962 or email: bweese@ican.net.

SEPTEMBER 8, 2007 - PORT PERRY HALF MARATHON
The popular Port Perry Half Marathon has added a new 5K course 
for 2007. Half runners and 5K race start at 9:30 a.m., Power Walk-
ers start at 8:30 a.m. The run is 80 percent through the countryside 
and finishes where it begins, at the Fairgrounds. Participants can 
register online at www.runningroom.com.

SEPTEMBER 14, 2007 - MURDER MYSTERY NIGHT
Jump into the action to take part in the annual Murder Mystery 
Evening, taking place at the Scugog Shores Museum. Interview the 
numerous suspects, explore the Museum Village and then solve 
this puzzling crime. Tickets are $15 and must be purchased in ad-
vance. Prizes donated by local businesses are available. Call the 
Museum at 905-985-3589 for more information.
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Six month old pug Maggie, owned by Tracy 
Souch, relaxes in her bed.

If you have a humorous or favourite pet picture you’d like to share, send it to 
“Pet Pictures” at: focus@observerpub.ca.  Pictures must be of good quality,  

a minimum of 4”x5” in size, and at least 200 dpi.

P
E
T
P
I
C
S

Pet Pictures are sponsored by

HAIR EXPRESSIONS
Kim, Carol and Laurel

229 Street - Port Perry
905-985-2532 

QUEEN ST. STORE FOR RENT
• Prime retail space Port Perry.
• Queen St. location
• Main floor 1,800 sq. ft.
• Full basement
• Available October 1, 2007

For more information contact
GUY or TANYA LATRIELLE

Scugog Realty Ltd., Brokerage

905-985-4427

 What’s Up Scugog? 



 In this month’s issue of Focus on Scu-
gog, we are pleased to introduce and 
celebrate some of Scugog’s tireless vol-
unteers.
 Without the benefit of so many caring 
individuals, who offer their time gener-
ously and freely, our towns and villages 
would cease to function as we know 
them today.
 Scugog Township is blessed with 
hundreds of volunteers, some visible 
and others almost invisible.
 Over the past three years we’ve seen 
efforts from the municipality and business-
es to recognize some of these people.
 The largest of the volunteer recogni-
tion programs was introduced by Mayor 
Marilyn Pearce a few years ago. This is 
known as the “Mayor’s Honour Roll.”
 Since its inception, more than 75 indi-
viduals and groups have been identified 
as having contributed to the betterment 
of Scugog Township through their volun-
teerism.
 These volunteers are honoured each 
year and their names are placed on a 
plaque at the Scugog municipal office.
 But there are many unsung individu-
als who seek nothing but the personal 
reward of knowing they have contributed 
in some small way to make the commu-
nity in which they reside a better place to 

live and work.
 Results of a recent study on volun-
teering in Canada show a whopping 12 
million individuals across the country 
contribute more than two billion volun-
teer hours each year.
 Here in Scugog volunteers touch al-
most every aspect of our daily lives. 
From art and culture, sport and recrea-
tion, education and research, health and 
social services, to the environment and 
religion... all of these, and more, benefit 
from concerned, caring individuals who 
strive to help make life better for others.
 Few would argue that volunteering 
is the true life-blood of each and every 
community. Without the multitude of bod-
ies who share their knowledge, compas-
sion and time... our communities would 
be far less vibrant.
 It’s been said that “volunteers are 
such an integral part of life as we know it 
today, that they are sometimes taken for 
granted.”
 We invite you, our readers, to help us 
as we celebrate some of our special “vol-
unteers” and ensure their contributions 
to the community do not go unnoticed.
 On behalf of the entire Scugog com-
munity we applaud the efforts of our vol-
unteers and extend to each of them a 
great big “THANKS.”

The life-blood of our community

THANK	YOU THANK	YOU THANK	YOU

Ted Griffen has lived in Port 
Perry his entire life and for 
most of it he’s worked to bet-
ter the community. From an 
early age he began volunteer-
ing and over the years many 
organizations, including the 
Lions Club, Scouts, Chamber 
of Commerce, United Church 

and the Hospital -where he’s served on the board, 
the foundation and the recent Doctor Recruitment 
Committee - have all benefited from his dedication 
and enthusiasm. There’s little doubt, when Ted 
says “I love our great community,” he means it.

Proudly sponsored by

VANCAMP CONTRACTING
Glenn, Donna & Bill

TED GRIFFIN

A special Thank You 
to our devoted  

advertisers for assisting  
Focus on Scugog  

recognize some of the 
communities most 

dedicated volunteers!
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 Vilma and Ralph are no 
strangers to the volunteer 
scene. Longtime members 
of the Scugog community 
they bring enthusiasm to 
everything they tackle. Both 
are long-serving members 
of the Lake Scugog Histori-
cal Society, Scugog Shores 

Museum, and Canoe the Nonquon, and are 
role-models for volunteerism in the Scugog 
community. There is never a job too big, or 
too small and this energetic couple are always 
available and willing to lend a helping hand.

VILMA & RALPH GIANNINI

Proudly sponsored by

Lake Scugog Historical Society
905-985-3658 

 One of Scugog’s unsung 
heroes, Anne quietly volun-
teers her time to help those 
who are less fortunate in the 
community. She was recently 
recognized for her dedicated 
work by being presented a 
YMCA Peace Medallion, in 
recognition of more than 27 

years of service to the local Food Bank. But Anne 
is never one to take credit and would be the first 
to let everyone know that her team of “unsung” 
heroes deserve the credit as well and the team 
certainly includes Kathy Gundry.  

ANNE WANNINKHOF

Proudly sponsored by

BILL & SHIRLEY BARR
15173 Simcoe St. - 905-985-7239 

For John Richardson, the 
reward of volunteering is the 
great feeling he gets know-
ing in a small way he’s helped 
make someone or something 
better in the world. John and 
his wife Karen have lived in 
Port Perry 15 years and since 
1994 he’s held almost every 

position in the local Rotary Club. He was project 
manager of the Rotary Park boardwalk and has 
been involved with the Scugog Arts Council since 
its inception. John thrives on the great like-mind-
ed people he meets through his volunteer efforts.

JOHN RICHARDSON

Proudly sponsored by

PINERIDGE IMPRESS
135 North Port Rd. - 905-985-2839 

Bill “Birdhouse Willy” is a 
46 year resident of Port Per-
ry area and during that time 
has volunteered his talents to 
numerous organizations. He 
spent 20 years with the Scu-
gog Chamber of Commerce; 
was first to organize and op-
erate “bandshell” concerts 

in Palmer Park; served on the board of Central 
Seven Assoc.,  and the Seagrave United Church. 
Along with his wife Shirley, they are supporters of 
the AIDS Committee of Toronto. Bill says he gets 
“quiet satisfaction” out of his volunteering efforts.

BILL (BIRDHOUSE) BARR

Proudly sponsored by

KEITH PUCKRIN, BROKER 
Re/Max Scugog Realty Ltd. - Brokerage

905-985-4427  
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 Kathy has always loved 
animals and for the past 
six years has collected dog 
and cat food for the local 
animal shelter. Three years 
ago she created a calendar 
which features hundreds of 
pictures of pets. Since its in-
ception, Kathy has helped to 

raise more than $19,000 for the Scugog/Uxbridge 
Animal Shelter and she’s presently working on the 
fourth calendar. Kathy has lived in Port Perry her 
entire life, the past 21 years with her husband Ron. 
“It’s my way of helping the shelter,” Kathy says.

KATHY DUDLEY

Proudly sponsored by

KEN RANKIN PLUMBING
905-985-3608

Peter’s love of the commu-
nity is evident in the time he’s 
spent documenting the history 
of Scugog, but he’s also volun-
teered his time with Operation 
Hospital, the Rotary Club, the 
BIA and Scugog Chamber of 
Commerce. He was appointed 
the first chair of  the Scugog 

Heritage Committee and is committed to preserving 
the area’s heritage. Port Perry has been his home 
for 40 years, along with his wife Nancy and children. 
“Focus on Scugog” magazine, his latest venture, 
exemplifies his dedication to this community.

PETER HVIDSTEN

Proudly sponsored by

PORT PERRY DENTAL CENTRE 
238 Queen St. - 905-985-8451
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MARG SNIDER-McGRATH

Proudly sponsored by

META4 GALLERY
200 Queen Street - 905-985-1534

A dream of having elementary 
students from across Scugog 
Twp. work together to develop 
a memorial park led Marg to 
spearhead Reflection Park in 
Port Perry. She’s involved nine 
schools and every student from 
K-8 has been involved with a 
stone mosaic which will become 

the artistic component of the park. They will also se-
lect flowers and reflective messages that will be in-
scribed on plaques throughout the park. Marg hopes 
the project will engage and empower students and  
visitors as citizens of Scugog.



For the 21 years Bill Hen-
shall has lived in Scugog 
he’s given his time freely.

He may be most familiar for 
his 19 years organizing the 
local Blood Donor Clinics - 
seven years as chairman.  
  But his work doesn’t stop 
there. Bill has volunteered 

and assisted the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M, The 
Oshawa District Shrine Club, North Durham 
Christmas Toy Drive, Soapbox Derby and Town 
Hall 1873. Bill feels Scugog is a wonderful place 
to live and be involved. And he proves it!

BILL HENSHALL

Proudly sponsored by

OOH LA LA! LINGERIE
143 Perry Street - 905-985-1143

Rob Scott has made a big im-
pact in our community by com-
mitting his time and effort into 
coaching hockey and soccer; 
by organizing many  fundraisers 
that have supported the Port 
Perry Hospital, Minor Hockey, 
and by having the Team Cana-
da’s Women’s Hockey event  

supporting the Deering Sisters which raised $30,000. 
Rob’s teaching career has spanned over 20 years, 
the past 10 years in Prince Albert. Rob takes great 
pride in setting a good example for his kids and oth-
ers by giving back to his childhood community. 

ROBERT SCOTT

Proudly sponsored by

PORT PERRY MARINA
215 Water St. - 905-985-3236

It’s hard to think of Scouting 
without Ellen Greenough.

 Ellen and her family have 
lived in Port Perry for 31 
years and she has dedicated 
much of her volunteering 
to the organization, hav-
ing served as Chairperson, 
Treasurer and Registrar. She 

was also the Chair of the Scout Hall Restoration 
Committee. Ellen feels Scouting is one of the 
most rewarding programs for youth and looks 
forward to taking on a new role as leader for the 
Beavers this fall when her grandson enrolls.

ELLEN GREENOUGH

Proudly sponsored by

ALLEN’S COMPUTERS & ELECTRONICS
The Source

1888 Scugog St. - 905-985-9862
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BARBARA KARTHEIN

Lake Scugog Stewards Inc.
scugoglakestewards@yahoo.ca 

 When one thinks of the frag-
ile environment around Lake 
Scugog, it’s hard not to think 
of Barbara Karthein. This en-
ergetic advocate for the health 
of the lake and its surroundings 
has been working tirelessly for 
more than a decade to make 
sure the lake is here for future 

generations to enjoy. She was a founding member of 
Scugog Lake Stewards and instrumental in the de-
velopment of the Scugog Shores Millennium Project. 
The scenic trails developed along Port Perry water-
front are a credit to her determination and energy. 



 Malcolm and his wife Bev-
erley moved to Port Perry 
nine years ago, and like most 
volunteers, he enjoys “giving 
back” to his adopted com-
munity. For the past six years 
Malcolm has devoted much 
time to Port Perry Rotary 
Club’s many activities and 

was co-chair of the Rotary golf tournament. He’s 
also and elder with St. John’s Presbyterian Church 
were he’s a member of the building committee. In 
addition he publishes the “Canterbury Chronicle, 
and works part-time marketing and selling.

MALCOLM LENNOX

Proudly sponsored by

TAYLOR FORD
1565 Hwy. 7A. - Port Perry - 905-985-3655

Todd finds nothing more 
rewarding than assisting 
young people and because 
of this has worked tirelessly 
with local youth. He’s volun-
teered his time for 18 years 
serving as a flying instructor 
for Air Cadets, coached mi-
nor baseball and as an officer 

with the Durham Regional Police is the liason of-
ficer for North Durham  high schools. A ten year 
resident of Scugog, he lives with his wife Brenda 
and seven children. Todd hopes he can influence 
young people to achieve their goals in life.

TODD PETZOLD

Proudly sponsored by

RED RIBBON FAMILY RESTAURANT
22 Water St. - Port Perry - 905-985-1210

Having grown up and at-
tended school in Scugog, it 
isn’t surprising Denise spent 
30 years teaching at R.H. Cor-
nish Public School. The Prince 
Albert native has volunteered 
her services with the local 
United Church and worked 
with Operation Scugog, the 

Terry Fox run and Community Care. Denise enjoys 
helping improve the quality of life of people in need, 
specifically those with physical or developmental 
challenges. “It is very gratifying to lend a hand to a 
person who needs help,” she says.

DENISE JEFFREY

Proudly sponsored by

LIBERTY TAX
14500 Simcoe St. - 905-985-5700

As a life-long resident of 
Prince Albert, Ilean has been 
one of the communities long-
est and most dedicated vol-
unteers. Benefiting from her 
efforts are the Prince Albert 
Hall Board (30 yrs), Cancer 
Society (20 yrs.), Hospital 
Auxiliary (25 yrs.) and 50 

years with the P.A. United Church. This busy lady 
spent 20 years with the former 4H Homemakers 
and also volunteers 30 hours weekly to the local 
nursing home. When asked how she manages all 
of her activities she says, “I just pace myself.”

ILEAN PUGH

Proudly sponsored by

HENSHALL’S
241 Queen St. - Port Perry - 905-985-1965
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 This large man, with a big heart, confides he 
enjoys volunteering because he loves to give 
back to the community in which he lives. 
Elgin and his wife Annemarie have lived in 
the Port Perry area for 30 years. He began 
his community service with the Scugog 
Chamber of Commerce and has since 
been involved in Town Hall 1873, Big 
Brothers & Sisters, Kinsmen Club and the 
Scouting Association. Elgin is currently the 
fundraising chair for the Special Olympics 
of Durham/Ontario Games, and the Job 
Developer for the Job Connect Program at 
Durham College. For Elgin, volunteering allows 
him to “help make a difference.”

~ ELGIN KNOPP ~

 This energetic mother of five has lived in 
Port Perry with her husband Bill for 39 years. 
Due to her interest in farming, Whitney has 
volunteered more than 15 years with the 
Port Perry Agriculture Society, and served 
two years as president. For seven years 
she ran the local farmer’s market at the 
fairground. “I enjoy farming and the fair is 
an extension of that. The members are 
great to work with and we have fun do-
ing it,” she says. Whitney was also instru-
mental in starting a badminton club at the 
United Church which later moved to the High 
School. Whitney helps on the families farms 
and enjoys time with her grandchildren. 

~ WHITNEY COHOON ~

  Working quietly behind the scenes, the way 
he likes it, Karl volunteers his time to many 
worthwhile local causes. Karl and his wife 
Fran are 27 year residents of the com-
munity and both give freely of their time. 
Karl is a founding member of Ducks Un-
limited, Port Perry, a 23 year member of 
the Rotary Club where he will be the first 
member to become a two-time president 
next year. He has also volunteered on the 
West Shore Village Advisory Bd, with North 
Durham Homeless and currently a member 
of  the “Light The Way” campaign. Karl is a 
father of four children and operates his own 
used car dealership in Port Perry.

~ KARL HERDER ~

 If you want a job done, you give it to a busy 
person, and one of those people is Paul Arcu-
lus. After a 35 year career as a teacher and 
coach, the last 22 years of which were at 
Port Perry High School, Paul has concen-
trated his energies on researching, writing 
about and promoting local history. He has 
written four books and co-authored two 
more. He also gives talks about local his-
tory and conducts historical walking tours 
throughout the community. In addition to 
these activities, he has served on the Herit-
age Scugog board and is currently president 
of the Lake Scugog Historical Society. Paul 
loves his community and enjoys giving back!

~ PAUL ARCULUS ~

 While relatively new to the Port Perry area, Ka-
thryn is not a stranger to the community hav-

ing always lived in Durham Region and vis-
ited the family cottage here when she was 
young. But since moving here two years 
ago she’s been a moving force. Kathryn 
joined the Rotary Club in 2003 and has 
already served a term as president. Most 
of her volunteer hours are with the Rotary 
Club’s many events, but she’s involved in 

the “Light The Way” campaign, and is on the 
executive of the United Church of Canada. 

Kathryn is a financial advisor and operates the 
local Edward Jones office. “Helping others has 

always been important to me,” Kathryn says.

~ KATHRYN CHENIER ~

For 25 years the Scugog community been the 
recipient of Terry’s volunteer efforts. Terry and 

his wife Nancy love Port Perry and he’s al-
ways available to help in anyway to help 
maintain a healthy and prosperous com-
munity. To that end Terry has been busy. 
Over the years he’s provided hundreds of 
volunteer hours to the Manchester Scouts, 
minor ball and hockey, Field of Dreams 
Tournaments, Scugog Chamber of Com-
merce events and was a director of the 

Rotary Club of Port Perry. He is currently on 
the fundraising committee for the Endoscopy 

Suite for Port Perry Hospital. Terry operates Pin-
eridge Impress, a promotions  local company.

~ TERRY COYNE ~
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Dear Editor
 Congratulations on a qual-
ity publication. I enjoyed the 
feature “We salute our Volun-
teers”. 
 These people are very 
important to our community. 
However there are countless 
others that make up the true 
fabric of Port Perry. 
 There is Charley down the 
street who takes his neigh-
bour to appointments and 
shopping. There is Rita next 
door who looks out for the 
same neighbour every day.
 There is my daughter 
Cathie who gives her time to 
scouting and soccer and Oper-
ation Scugog and her friends 

who are involved in the same 
programs and hockey and so 
on...
 There is my friend Beth 
who donates her time to teach-
ing Tai Chi to others so that 
they can improve their health.
 I am only one person in 
this community. I know that 
there are many more people 
out there who give selflessly 
to others. This is what makes 
our community thrive.
 How about a feature on 
these people?
 I know that they don’t want 
to be singled out. They derive 
their satisfaction from helping 
others. A feature listing what 
is done by volunteers would 

show everyone what a great 
community Port Perry is! 
 How about inviting people 
to share their experiences?

 Susan Dutton
223 Bigelow Street

Editor’s Note: You’re absolutely 
right Susan. There are literally 
hundreds upon hundreds of car-
ing people in this community 
that deserve recognition. We 
know we’ve only scraped the 
surface. The people that were 
featured in last month’s issue 
were chosen by businesses and 
individual sponsors. Hopefully 
the next time Focus on Scugog 
“Salutes our Volunteers” we can 
highlight a few more.
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Countless volunteers make up true fabric of Scugog

Dear Focus...Mailbox

Dear Editor,
  I commend you on the 
very interesting, well organ-
ized and well documented 
website (www.focusonscugog.
com) featuring the history of 
Port Perry.
 Every town in Ontario 
should have such a resource 
for their residents and visi-
tors like me. (The ‘past and 
present’ page is excellent!)
  I visited your town recent-
ly because someone had told 
me that the Port Perry train 
station had been saved and 
converted into a book store 
worth seeing.
 Since I am interested in 
books, history, trains, On-
tario, etc, etc, I decided that 
this was a ‘must do’ item.
 Unfortunately, the numer-

ous residents that I asked 
regarding the train station lo-
cation had no idea that there 
was a train station or that 
there ever had been a train 

line through Port Perry at 
all. 
 I want to stress here that 
your residents were truly 

Visitors search for Port Perry’s old railway station

www.focusonscugog.com

We invite you to visit Focus on the Web
• Read or download current issue of Focus
  • Access past issues in Focus Archives
    • Free downloading and printing of back issues
      • Access to Scugog Heritage site
        • Download and print pictures/articles
          • Send letters to our mailbox

Dear Peter
 The Focus on Scugog is “Numero Uno” in my books! 
I have enjoyed it since its inception (which I know I have 
told you in person) but a recent experience necessitated 
this letter.
 I ran an ad in the last issue regarding my “Retirement 
Sale” and the response was beyond my wildest expecta-
tions. I needed my message to reach people quickly and it 
certainly did.
 The day after Focus came out in August, my store was 
“invaded” and the majority of customers said... “I read 
about your sale in the Focus.”
 I must admit I have been skeptical about the success 
of my advertising dollars in the past. However, I would 

Focus magazine is “Numero Uno”

Please turn to Mailbox on page 11

Please turn to page 11
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 Nothing is more breathtaking than a tour of Scugog’s Wind-
Reach Farm on a warm August morning. As the sun illuminates 
the entire 109 acre property and the horses make their way out 
for their morning graze, you are left with the feeling that there is 
no other place quite as tranquil and beautiful.
 The sprawling orchard produces the slightest aroma of bloom-
ing apples, which the wind carries wherever you roam on the 
farm. “There’s always a breeze here, that’s why we call it Wind-
Reach!” says Mary Mooney, Resource Development Manager, as 
she leads me on my personal tour.
 It has been 18 years now, she explains, since founder Sandy 
Mitchell handed over his expansive property to be made into a 
charity-run, year round agriculture environment for people of all 
ages with disabilities. And as evident simply through walking the 
premises, his vision of creating a safe and productive environ-
ment for those of special needs has been lived out.
 “Above anything else, our goal is to provide opportunities,” 
explains Mary. “What we do here is strive to make a difference 
in somebody’s day to day existence.” 
 By providing a number of enriching activities, such as their 
Work Experience and Volunteering Program, Friends Program 
and Therapeutic Horseback Riding and Lessons, as well as 
single-day visits and overnight accommodations, WindReach 
proudly carries out their mission.
 Every morning a steady stream of school buses, chalked-full 
with excited visitors, pulls up to the farm’s welcoming headquar-
ters. It is at this moment that one realizes the endless opportuni-
ties this place provides to those who might not otherwise have 
the chance to experience them. 
 ‘A subtle form of education’ is what Mary feels best describes 
their activities. She points to the ever-growing vegetable garden 
that stretches out over the rolling fields, as an example, and de-
scribes how it encourages the use of different senses, such as 
touch and smell, to fully understand its essence.
 As a part of their Work and Experience Program, working in 
the vegetable gardens, herb gardens and petting zoos are just 

WThe ind    each
EffectA remarkable place enriching  

the lives of remarkable people

R

Please see “WindReach’ on page 4

	 It	takes	a	lot	of	dedicated	staff	and	volunteers	to	make	WindReach	Farm	work,	
and	pictured	here	are	just	a	few	of	those	important	people.	From	left,	Executive	Di-
rector Penny Smith and Resource Development officer Mary Mooney. Back left, Katie 
Green	and	Amanda	Jess,	two	of	the	many	summer	staff	members.
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ind    each Changing
  Faces!

A	look,	in	brief,	at	the	changes	taking	place		
as	businesses	open,	close	and	re-locate...

 In our introductory “Changing Faces” column last month we took a 
look at the many changes taking place in our business community. The 
number of business closings and relocations, in fact, surprised many 
people.
 Local businessman Steve Kreider was just one of those who wrote 
saying he enjoyed the column and provided a number of additional 
changes taking place in the weeks to come.
 So along with Steve’s suggestions and personal observations... Focus 
takes another look at Scugog’s changing faces...

~
 There’s a lot of movement going on in the western block of stores 
along Queen Street this summer as businesses shuffle and look for ad-
ditional space.
 Kaleidoscope, a relatively new store on the south side of Queen St. 
is already on the move with plans to take over space on Mary St., in the 
store formerly occupied by a Christian book store....
 Herrington’s Quality Butchers is getting set to move its operation a 
few doors east into the premises which was recently vacated by Botanica, 
bringing their smell of freshly baked meat pies a little closer to the centre of 
town...

  
  

And speaking of Botanica, this popular accessory store is going to be 
missed when it closes its doors after providing a great service to the 
community for more than five years...
 Another popular business vacating its premises along this westerly 
stretch of Queen St. is Where Angles Gather and Faeries Frolic. This popu-
lar store will close its doors the end of September.

The	Yellow	House	Home	Store	on	Perry	St.	is	just	one	of	the	new	businesses	
that	have	set-up	shop	in	downtown	Port	Perry	over	the	past	few	months.

Turn to ‘Changing Faces’ on page 10
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some of the ways individuals of all abilities are integrated together and 
encouraged to further develop their occupational, social and all-around 
life skills. By engaging hand-in-hand with WindReach’s support staff, 
everyone is able to find a way to lend their skills and work together on 
the job.
 As we pass the stunning Olympic-sized indoor equestrian arena, 
which is fit to host national events, Mary comments on how over-
whelmingly popular their therapeutic lessons are among the special 
needs community. With a steady combination of elite competitors, 
pleasure riders and beginners, the stables look like the perfect facility 
to enjoy both the thrill and serenity of horseback riding.
 And of course, the best way to truly experience agricultural life is by 
staying overnight in one of the Farm’s bright and accessible fully-fur-
nished guest apartments. With fun games and plenty of activities wait-
ing for the overnight visitor, the great outdoors can be a fun adventure 
for all families and friends. 
 As the fall season unfolds and harvest time begins, WindReach is of-
fering a number of exciting activities in which anyone can participate.
 This Saturday (Sept. 8) the farm will be holding its annual Autumn 
Harvest Dinner and Barn Dance which features a sumptuous ‘ranch-
style meal, line dancing demonstrations and country music featuring 
guest artist “Geordie Tapp”. You’ll need to act quickly to take part in 
this fun-filled event. Call for tickets at the numbers listed below.
 From mid-August until the end of October, nothing is more satisfy-
ing than apple picking in their fully accessible orchard. And with the 
beautiful colours of autumn leaves, a stroll through their pond-to-pond 
trail is a wonderful way to truly take in the beauty of nature. Also, be 
sure to stay tuned for WindReach’s upcoming fun-filled “Haunted Hap-
pening” Halloween event on October 27!
 As my morning tour comes to an end and we reach the barnyard 
where the adorable new calf, Buttercup, frolics with her mother, I have 
the chance to meet some of WindReach’s dedicated summer students 
carrying out their daily farm chores. 
 Mary is quick to note that without the support of their eager volun-
teers, carrying out all their activities and programs and providing such 
a wonderful and accessible environment to everyone would not be pos-
sible. There is always the need for more help and support! 
 If interested in one of the many fulfilling volunteer opportunities 
at WindReach, call 905-655-5827 or email thefarm@windreach.org. All 
visits must be booked in advance with Kim Wallace through phone call 
or email. 
 For more information, be sure to visit their website at www.wind-
reach.org. WindReach Farms is located at 312 Townline Rd., Ashburn, 
Ontario. 

By Christina Coughlin

W i n d R e a c h
Continued from page 2
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Til Death Do Us Part
 The Scugog Shores Museum is hosting its popular 
Murder Mystery Night on Friday, 
Sept. 14, 7:30 p.m. Marilyn Mun-
ster is getting married - finally! 
Organizers are cordially inviting 
the public to attend the wedding. 
Other guests include the Add-
ams Family, Albert Einstein and 
Norman Bates. 
 All assistant detectives will 
have the opportunity to help discover who is behind a 
mysterious murder.
 The evening is full of surprising twists and turns. 
Prizes, donated by local merchants, will be awarded 
to the detectives who catch the culprit.
 Please bring your own flashlight. Tickets are $15 
and must be purchased in advance by calling the mu-
seum at 905-985-3589. Tickets sell out every year so 
get yours early to avoid disappointment.

Around Our Town

W i n d R e a c h
	 Traci	Thomson,	a	third-year	summer	student	with	Scugog	
Township	 is	 just	 one	 of	 the	 many	 staffers	 who	 have	 been	
helping	keep	downtown	Port	Perry	beautiful	this	summer.	Re-
sults for Communities In Bloom won’t be released until Sept. 
14, so Traci won’t know until then if her work has paid off. 
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TERRY’S TEAM A  
BEACON OF HOPE

Port Perry’s Terry Fox 	
Co-ordinator	touches			
on the event’s legacy 	
within	the	community 

	 It’s	 been	 15	 long	 years	 since	 Elizabeth	 McArthur	 first	
stepped up to the plate as co-ordinator of the Terry Fox Run 
in Port Perry, but the surge of emotion she feels from see-
ing the community come together with each new year never 
fades from her mind. 
 As this year’s event lies just around the corner, she takes 
the	time	to	reflect	on	the	inspirational	stories	that	continue	
to bring participants together, as well as why she believes 
the Port Perry community is unique among the multitude of 
groups involved in this world-wide event.
 Surrounded by dozens of photos of smiling children, 
cheering family members and dedicated participants, Eliza-
beth is always in awe by the number of people who  show 
up time after time to take 
part in the event that 
represents both honour 
and hope to so many. 
 “It really is a time 
when people realize that 
they can make a differ-
ence,	 they	can	fight	back	and	 they	can	become	a	part	of	
something bigger,” she explains. “We have all been touched 
by cancer in some way or another and this shared experi-
ence brings the community together.” 
 Elizabeth credits Port Perry’s strong sense of commu-
nity spirit as the primary reason for the event’s reputation 
and longevity in the area. She explains that each contribut-
ing community has the responsibility of deciding how they 
are going to manage their take on the event. And with Port 
Perry, the goal has always been to unite everyone through 
shared experiences and shared goals. And, in her eyes, this 
factor is what brings up to four generations of family mem-
bers out to participate each and every year.    

 On the day of the 
event, all of the partici-
pants gather together for 
a warm welcome from 
event leader, Kim Mc-
Cann, who boosts every-
one’s morale with an en-

ergy-pumping, pre-run aerobic warm-up. The whole group 
then departs together behind Port Perry’s very own “Terry 
Team Members” who, as both individual community mem-
bers and cancer survivors, are advocates of optimism and 
support for the event within the community.   
 While speaking of the dedication these members exhibit 
towards	 promoting	 the	 event,	 Elizabeth	 finds	 it	 difficult	 to	
put into words just how much of an inspiration they are to 
the community. As she explains, “These people really are 
the ‘public faces’ of the foundation for everyone else to look 

“We have all been 
touched by cancer is 

some way or another.”

Terry’s Team Members 
are advocates of  

optimism and support
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Please	turn	to	page	8



“We have all been touched by cancer”
up to. Some have been members for years and others we have lost 
through cancer.” With a slight pause, she adds, “But we always dedi-
cate the run in memory of them so their inspiration lives on.” 
 Simply mention ‘inspiration’ to Elizabeth and she is immediately 
filled	with	visions	of	 the	youth	she	has	witnessed	first-hand	affected	
by cancer. To her, this is the greatest motivation of all to continue co-
ordinating	and	promoting	the	event.	Her	eyes	fill	with	tears	of	pride	as	

she remembers a young boy named 
Jeffrey Blair. 
 Diagnosed with Leukemia in 
1994, he joined the Port 
Perry Terry Team 
Members during the 
event’s	first	year	and	

had	 to	 be	 carried	 across	 the	 finish	 line	 by	 counselor	
Ken Carruthers due to the limitations of his illness. But 
he	did	finish	 the	 race	and	he	continues	 to	be	a	 loyal	
Terry Team Member to this day, having overcome his 
cancer. 
 “Jeffrey has had such a tremendous im-
pact on me and I always look at him with 
great admiration,” says Elizabeth with a 
genuine smile. “What’s most exceptional 
about Jeffrey is that his cancer will always 
be	a	part	of	his	life	-	but	it	does	not	define	
him.” 
 Elizabeth has an astounding list of young 
children who she claims have had a profound 
affect on her and who continue to inspire her 
to this day. Among many, she mentions Kaitlin 
Wilson, although no longer the little girl Eliza-
beth	identifies	her	as,	she	is	still	a	Terry	Team	
Member who continues to return to Port Perry 
and take part in the event every year alongside 
her devoted family. 
 Dawn Wilson, Kaitlin’s mother and also a com-
mittee member, speaks of the inspiration she feels 
from witnessing her daughter’s struggle with cancer 
at a young age. She explains that through her experience, 
dealing with the threat of death within her family, the “struggle 
phase is something that remains in your blood.” 
 This is what brings both her and Kaitlin out each year to support 
the event. “Within the Port Perry community and with this cause, there 
is a common thread of belonging and an internal drive to make things 
good,” she explains. “We all have a role and we work together as a 
team. It really is the strong support system we have that ensures the 
event gets such a successful turnout.”  
 With devoted families like Kaitlin’s, as well as headstrong and en-
thusiastic committee members, who continue to set an example for 
the community to follow, Elizabeth feels more than blessed. She ex-
presses great appreciation for Kelvin Todd and his commitment to 
teaching	the	event’s	significance	to	the	children	at	R.H	Cornish	School.			 
 “The  most important lesson is to teach of Terry’s role as an ordinary 

- but determined individual.” It is this commonality that Elizabeth feels 
children can identify with, while it is Terry’s willpower that she believes 
should resonate as the most valuable lesson. 
 On the day of the event, as participants proudly make their way 
towards	 the	finish	 line,	 they	can	all	anticipate	 the	heaps	of	cheering	

community members who have come to 
show their support. This encourage-

ment is what continues to propel the 
cause forward with every passing 

year and even more 
momentous is the 
influence	 such	
encouragement 
has on those 
presently living 
with cancer. 
 Elizabeth en-
courages every-
one to register 
for Port Perry’s  

event and 
donate in ei-

ther one of three 
ways: (1) through 

“on-site donations” the day of the event, (2) through the collection of 
pledges, (3) or by donating online at www.terryfoxrun.org. 
 There is no pre-registration or fees for the event, everyone registers 
the day of.  Let’s join together and show everyone another successful 
and inspirational year!

By Christina Coughlin

Continued	from	page	7
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PHOTO:	The	Port	Perry	Terry	Fox	Run	has	 the	support	of	dozens	of	dedi-
cated people and among them are Terry’s Team Members, front Mike Wallace 
and Mary Holt. Kelvin Todd, centre, is the co-ordinator of the R.H. Cornish 
Terry Fox run and a member of the run’s organizing committee. 

“Cancer will always be  
a part of his life - but  
it doesn’t define him”
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 A captivating stillness lies at the heart of master watercolourist 
Karen Richardson’s latest works.
 Bordering on magic realism, the paintings in Take Just a Moment, 
on display from August 31 to October 4, 2007 at the Kent Farndale 
Gallery in Port Perry, are a testament to fine artist Karen Richard-
son’s technical facility, keen eye for composition, detail and dramatic 
use of light and shadow. 
 The theme common to all her work is restful solitude, a thought-
ful serenity that invites quiet contemplation, drawing the viewer into 
each of her vistas, as though seeing through her eyes. “I am inspired 
by dramatic visual images and try to portray them simply and viv-

idly so everyone can share my fascina-
tion,” says the artist.
  Whether landscapes, peaceful lakes, 
still lifes of leaves and flowers or pic-
ture-perfect architectural renderings 
of vintage homes, Karen  begins each 
work with a simple pencil drawing, 
masks the areas that are meant to stay 
dry, then uses a wet-in-wet technique 
to build her transparencies.
 A resident of historic Port Perry, 
Karen was born in Montreal and grew 
up in a small Ontario village near 
Algonquin Park. Having studied art 
throughout her school years, she began refining her watercolour 
techniques at workshops taught by regional and international art-
ists, emerging as a full-blown painter in 1986. 
 Since her debut, she has created more than 400 original paint-
ings, the fruits of her active life cross-country skiing, snowmobil-
ing, motorcycle touring, hiking, gardening, and practising nature 
photography. Displayed in private and corporate art collections in 
17 countries, Karen Richardson’s award-winning paintings have also 
been exhibited in many solo and juried shows. 
     An opening reception will be held Saturday, September 8th from 
1 to 4 pm at the Kent Farndale Gallery.
     The gallery is located inside the Scugog Memorial Public Library  
at 231 Water St., Port Perry. For more information on this and up-
coming shows, please call 905-985-7686.

 While every home in Scugog Township receives a free copy of 
Focus on Scugog in the mail, we often get asked where additional 
copies of the magazine can be obtained.
 Focus is primarily a mail-out publication, but extra copies can be 
picked up in a number of locations around Port Perry and area. In 
town, the magazine is available at the Tourist Information Centre 
on Perry St., and at the Focus office at 188 Mary St. It can also be 
picked up at the hospital and can be read in numerous waiting rooms,  
offices, restaurants and hair salons throughout the town.
 In an effort to make Focus on Scugog  more accessible to people 
outside of Scugog, we’ve added a new outlet at Stop 4 Variety at 111 
River St. in Sunderland. We invite you to pick one up!

Focus Outlets Karen Richardson

Local artist Karen Richardson presents  
‘Take Just A Moment’ at Farndale Gallery
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Port Perry’s changing faces
 Moving out of the downtown core for a 
moment, we find Port Perry Dance Acad-
emy and Durham Academy of Gymnastics 
have both moved from their Reach Rd. space 
to new larger quarters in an industrial plaza 
on Easy Street. This leaves a huge gaping 
hole in the industrial building from which 
they moved.
 Swinging back into town, along 7A High-
way, it would be remiss not  to mention the 
‘new look’ Port Perry Plaza. Refurbished store 
fronts and signage give the town’s oldest plaza 
a bright and appealing appearance. All the 
same stores remain, except for Brews & Cue’s, 
which closed some time ago.
 Along Water St. over the past few months 
we’ve seen Hadden Satellite close their Port 

Perry store, although they still operated 
from their original location north of Green-
bank. Others businesses which closed along 
this stretch are Bite Me Bait & Tackle, Jen-
ny’s and Scugog Convenience stores.
 Jumping across 7A Hwy., the Dollar Store 
closed a few months ago and merged its busi-
ness with Party Plus, beside Hyland Restau-
rant. And it wasn’t long before a Publisher’s 
Warehouse book clearance centre opened in 
the former dollar store location... but this store 
also has plans to close in the near future.
 Next door, the Super Video Store is just 
a little less ‘super’ these days, since it cut its 
space in half to make room for JDK Gam-
ing, Computers and Internet Cafe to open 
and tuck itself into the corner.
 A little closer to downtown, there’s action 

taking place at the corner of Water and Mary 
St., where it’s reported yet another pizza store 
- Pizza, Pizza - will be opening. This store has 
sat empty for quite some time now, so it will 
be nice to see that hole filled.
 At the western entrance to town, the 
small purple house at the corner of Conc. 
6 and Hwy. 7A is about to empty as chiro-
practor John Tompkin moves his business 
closer to the downtown core, merging with 
his retail store Majik.
 Finally it should be noted that Ive’s Flo-
rist, which has served the community for 40 
years, has changed ownership. This is only 
the third owner of this popular flower shop 
since it opened in 1967.

By J. Peter Hvidsten

Continued from page 3
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Did You Know? -  The recent weed 
harvesting operation along the Port 

Perry waterfront is not the first time 
this action has been taken to rid the lake 
of weeds. Similar methods have been 

tried numerous times in the past - all pro-
viding instant relief... but not solving the annual problem.
	 While	we	endorse	the	township’s	attempt	to	alleviate	the	situ-
ation	we’re	 surprised	 they	didn’t	 investigate	 the	 lack	of	 success	
with	this	method	taken	by	earlier	councils.	This	method	has	al-
ready	been	proven	inef fective	over	the	long	term.

Did You Know? -  The cancellation of the Rotary Club of Port 
Perry’s annual Aquarama fundraising event at the lakefront is 
the first time a “water-based event” has had to be cancelled in 
recent memory. With just over a foot of water and a thick weed 
bed, officials sadly had to cancel this popular fundraising event 
just as it was about to celebrate its 15th anniversary.
 We	 can	 laugh	 all	 we	 want	 at	 movie-maker	 Michael	 Moore,	
Al	Gore,	David	Suzuki	and	the	others	that	keep	telling	us	about	
‘global	warming’	and	its	ef fects,	but	something	is	causing	a	lot	of	
problems	in	this	world...	as	well	as	right	here	in	Lake	Scugog.

Did You Know? -  When residents of Ward 4 go to the polls 
next month, it will be the first time a by-election has been held 
in Scugog since the formation of Durham Region in 1974.
 Prior	to	this	year,	candidates	to	fill	vacancies	have	always	been	
apppointed	or	chosen	by	the	council	of	the	day.

Did You Know? -  Scugog is a great place to call home, 
despite our perceived issues and problems. After travelling 
through the USA for more than two weeks recently, it was a 
delight to cross the border back into Canada and head for our 
home sweet home in Scugog. 
 Witnessing	 first-hand	 the	 devastation	 caused	 by	 Hurricane	
Katrina	in	New	Orleans	and	seeing	thousands	of	destroyed	and	
abandoned	homes	-	two	years	after	the	disaster	-	makes	you	ap-
preciate	what	you	have	a	whole	lot	more!

DID YOU
KNOW?

concerned to help me; unfortu-
nately, they just didn’t know any-
thing about the subject.
 So: can you tell me if the train 
station was in fact saved and 
moved - to what location?  And, 
is it a book store?
  Incidentally, the former War 
Museum is a treasure, although 
I didn’t notice if you still had 
lawn bowling in operation adja-

cent to the site.
  Best wishes to Port Perry.  
 My wife and I had a lovely 
afternoon - although we missed 
the girl’s softball game during 
our search for the station.

 Lorne	and	Rita	MacDonald
Etobicoke,	Ont.

Editors	Note:	The	 old	Port	Perry	
train	 station	 is	 now	 located	 on	
Water	St.	across	from	Palmer	Park	
and	is	occupied	by	Ive’s	Florist.

Dear Focus...
 Mailbox

certainly encourage any and 
all businesses to utilize your 
magazine in the future - their 
advertising dollars will bring 
results.
 Thanks to you and your 
amazing staff Peter, for a job 
well done. I also appreciated 
the fact that I didn’t have to 

spend time “designing my ad.” 
Everyone made the job easy for 
me and obviously the ad caught 
the readers attention.
 I wish you continued suc-
cess - your magazine is defi-
nitely popular.

Carol	Phee
Where	Angels	Gather
Queen	St.,	Port	Perry

Continued	from	page	1

Continued	from	page	1

Visitors	search	for	railway	station

Focus	magazine	is	very	popular
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Where     Now?are
  they DENNIS JOHNSTON

More than 60 NHL players have trained
at the Dennis Johnston Hockey School 

BLADES
   During the 1960s and 1970s the 

world of pairs figure skating held 
Port Perry in high regard. 

David Porter and his part-
ner Barbara Berezowski, 

Anna Forder and Ri-
chard Stephens, and 
Dennis Johnston with 

his partner Chris-
tine McBeth, all won 
medals at the Nation-
al level representing 
Port Perry during 
that period.

   Dennis Johnston 
and Christine McBeth 

paired to win the 
bronze medal 

at the Canadi-
an Nation-
als held in 
Q u e b e c 
in 1975.  
“After that 
point, I 
t h o u g h t  
that I had 

done all I 
could so I 

gave up com-
petitive skating,” 

says Dennis. He moved 
to B.C to take up a position as  

a figure skating coach with the North Surrey 
Figure Skating Club. 
   “Later the bug hit me again so I called up Christine and we got 
together, trained and made it to the World Professionals in Spain 
in 1981.  That was an extremely competitive year but we managed 
to come home with a 6th place overall.  A great experience,” he 
added.
    While coaching figure skating he realized that the techniques he 
used had a lot to offer hockey players, particularly through power 
skating. Due to the influence of many parents he began to offer skat-
ing training for potential hockey players as well as figure skaters.      
    His skill as a coach soon gained recognition throughout West-
ern Canada.  The results encouraged him to create his own hockey 
school.  Over 60 recent NHL players have attended the Dennis John-
ston Hockey Schools. Current players, Scott Hannah of the Sharks, 
Shane Morrison of the Washington Capitals, and Byron Richies of 
the Calgary Flames are among many who have honed their skills at 
his schools. 
 Dennis also produced a skating instructional video for the Van-
couver Canucks. His hockey schools now attract many skaters each 

year.  
   The Winter Olympics 
will be held in B.C. in 
2010. “This has mo-
tivated many to seek 
ways of developing as 
many Canadians as 
possible to make an ef-
fort to earn a spot on 
the Canadian teams,” 
says Dennis.
   To help to train more 
skaters, Dennis has 
just launched a new 
venture: Mini Hockey 
training facilities. “The 
cost of building full 
sized hockey rinks is 
extremely costly. 
 Instead, we are 
building one third 
sized ice pads, 150’ 
X 60’ for skating and 
with a synthetic hock-
ey lane at the side for 
shooting instruction 
and practice.  Each 
participant will have a 
personal trainer too,” 
Dennis stated.  
   “We have built our 
template here in Lan-
gley and it’s been ex-
tremely well received,” he added. “We have a dozen more planned 
throughout Western Canada.” 
 As he looks back over an extremely successful career he remem-
bers his figure skating coach, Marilyn Ruth Take. “I still keep in 
touch with her from time to time,” he adds. “She was Canadian Sen-
ior singles silver medalist from 1944 to 1946. In each case she was 
second to the legendary Barbara Anne Scott. In 1947 she finally won 
the gold and then joined the ‘Ice Follies’.”  
 Dennis has extremely fond memories of his home town, Port 
Perry.  “I try to manage to get back once or twice a year. I really 
miss my Dad. Unfortunately he died in July this year,” he added. His 
two sisters now live in the family home.
 “I used to play minor hockey and then at age 10, my Dad en-
couraged me to go into figure skating to try to improve my skating 
techniques. I ended up sticking with figure skating, so I have him to 
thank for getting me started in my career.” 
 Now, at age 51, Dennis proudly claims, “The future is even 
brighter and more promising and it all started in Port Perry.” 

By	Paul	Arculus

Dennis and partner Christine, 1975
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Life On The Lake

10 REASONS

1. Lake Scugog is ba-
sically healthy.  It has 
no “freakish chemistry” 
as written in a recent, ir-
responsible article.  It has 
no restrictions placed on 
the number of fish that 
can be eaten, no special 
toxins or chemicals in its 
mud bottom or water -- 
other than what runs out 
of storm sewers in a few 
urban areas. The lake 
was never the home of 
a polluting industry.    In 
terms of chemical pollu-
tion it is healthier than the Great Lakes.  This year’s carp die-off 
was not the result of unhealthy lake conditions other than abnor-
mally high water temperatures in early spring.  
2. Its problems are known. They are being actively re-
searched and plans for improvement are being  worked on.   
The Township, Kawartha Conservation and others are thorough-
ly engaged in preserving the lake. We are fortunate to have this 
level of participation by the Township - something many other ju-
risdictions and lakes do not have. There are thousands of lakes 
and rivers throughout North America experiencing the same 
nutrient problems as Lake Scugog as the land becomes more 
populated. What it takes is education, involvement and action 
by all of us around Scugog, working together to keep the lake a 

viable and enjoyable recreation area.
3.	 It	is	a	great	fishing	lake.	 According to the Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources, Lake Scugog is the second most productive lake 
in Ontario.  There are more fish per hectare of water surface 
here than all but one other lake.  The health of the lake is shown 
in the incredible number of healthy fish in the lake.  Professional 
anglers have called it a “fish factory.”  Two of our Directors went 
fishing one evening recently and in less than two hours caught 
one muskellunge, two walleye, a smallmouth bass, a platter 
sized black crappie and numerous perch, bluegill, rock bass and 
pumpkinseed. Eight and a half months each year; Scugog is 
there for anglers! 
4. There is an amazing range of wildlife to watch and enjoy.  
Great blue herons, a large variety of ducks, muskrats, geese, 
swans, kingfishers, beaver, turtles, frogs, otters, osprey and 
black terns. We even find 
mink that enjoy the shoreline 
edge.  (The presence of mink 
is noteworthy as they require 
unpolluted shorelines with a 
range of crayfish, minnows 
and frogs that they like to 
eat.)
5. The lake generally has 
low bacteria counts. Areas 
subject to large amounts of 
run-off from urban areas, 
or goose populations, are 
an exception.  (We do need 
better storm water manage-
ment.) But most of the lake 
has low e-coli counts that 
make it safe for in-water ac-
tivities.  Our organic soil ge-
ology generally consumes 
most bacteria within a short 
distance of septic beds and 

to be grateful you live near Lake Scugog
 Bad lake weeds, stinking dead carp, low water levels, dry conditions and distorted, negative press have been a trial 
for Scugog residents and businesses this summer. We all need to take a deep breath and remember the great things 
about Lake Scugog and its beautiful environment. As Thanksgiving approaches, the Lake Stewards have compiled a list 
of neat things about Scugog that we can be very proud of and that still make this a very special place to live and work.

This issue of “Life on the Lake”
was sponsored by the

BAAGWATING COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION

part of the “Keepers of the Earth” tradition
Please turn to next page
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Scugog Lake Stewards Inc. is working on your behalf on the following topics involving improving the health of Lake Scugog.   
Contact the Lake Stewards for information or to join at scugoglakestewards@yahoo.ca or (905) 985-0555.

The Official Plan

Water and Wastewater Management Plan

Lake Scugog Environmental Mgmt. Plan

Nonquon River Fisheries Mgmt.  Plan 

Trent-Severn Waterway Panel

Stormwater management best practices

Port Perry Downtown Community Imp. Plan

Durham Region West Nile Virus Task Force

Durham Reg. Invasive Species Task Force

Air quality improvement/tree planting

other sources. While the lake has a mud bottom that does not 
mean it is unclean, or unhealthy. It is precisely because of its 
bottom structure that it is home to such an incredible diversity of 
invertebrates, fish, birds and plant-eating wildlife. 

6. Because of its natural and excel-
lent biological diversity, problem 
insects are kept to a minimum.   
Lake Scugog is definitely not “a giant 
swamp, ... which serves as a breeding 
ground for insects,“ as stated by a me-
dia outlet.  Yes, it is a breeding ground 
for balanced insect diversity,  many 
of which are predators of the pesky 
mosquitoes.   This is not a negative, it 
is a positive.  Lake and even wetland 
conditions are definitely not suitable 
breeding grounds for mosquitoes that 
carry West Nile Virus.

7. You live in the GTA and still live in cottage country. Think 
of it, no Highway 400 to contend with on summer weekends.  
Quaint small towns, forests, lake and rivers -- Scugog has a 
country charm that is protected by the Oak Ridges Moraine and 
Greenbelt legislation. In a boat you can go to a beach, to Port 
Perry or other towns, go out for dinner, bird or nature watch, 

scope out the houses on the shoreline, or just laze in the boat, 
often on a picnic.  Best of all you can listen to the loons. There is 
nothing more relaxing and restful (nor Canadian cottage country 
feeling) than listening to the loons calling through the evening.  
Scugog is the summer home to several pairs. 
8. Lake Scugog is a recreational playground. Because Lake 
Scugog is so large, and most of the lake does not experience 
the problems of the weedy, shallow bays -- it remains great for 
boating, waterskiing and tubing, competitive rowing, kayaking, 
canoeing, and sail boarding.   Hunting, fishing, bird-watching and 
nature walks along the water edge trails are great spring and fall 
activities. In winter, we enjoy snowmobiling, cross-country ski-
ing, ice fishing and for some, dog sledding on the frozen lake.   
9. Lake Scugog is a cultural mecca. Because Lake Scugog is 
so beautiful and environmentally interesting, we have attracted  
a thriving artistic community that provides us with concerts, thea-
tre, craft shows and art exhibits.   It is an exciting place to live.
10. We have the best sunsets and sunrises anywhere! De-
pending on whether you face East or West, you can’t help but 
marvel at the beauty of the sun rising or setting over its large 
expanse of water. Every majestic detail is mirrored in the lake.  
At these times, wildlife viewing is also at its best.  Pull up a chair 
and enjoy!  
 Weeds and droughts all occur in cycles. It is time to count 
our blessings rather than dwell on our short term problems.

10 REASONS
Continued from previous page

Need help with
shoreline planning?

Call

Kawartha Conservation
Stewardship Co-ordinator
at 1-800-668-5722, ext. 224

for a free consultation
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	 Lake Scugog, the Nonquon River and 
other creeks and rivers are being studied by 

Kawartha Conservation’s 
Water Quality Specialist, 
Dr. Alexander Shulyarenko.   
He is gathering data for 
the development of a Lake 
Scugog Environmental 
Management Plan 
(LSEMP) that will guide the 
direction for suitable reme-

dial measures to begin to restore Lake 
Scugog to environmental health.
   With six lake and eight monitoring stations 
in the rivers as well as multiple surface run-
off and water flow monitoring stations and a 
rain/snow sampling station throughout the 
watershed, Dr. Shulyarenko is now able to 
outline where the excess phosphorus and 
nitrogen sources are that are deteriorating 
the quality of Lake Scugog and its tributar-
ies. 

PHOSPHORUS
 Phosphorus stimulates algae and aquat-
ic plant growth.  It can come from a wide 
range of sources, some natural and much 
more from what is known as “anthropo-
genic” sources; meaning originating from 
human activities. 
 Fifty-three percent of the phosphorus 
load into Lake Scugog is brought in by its 
rivers.  This phosphorus overload is indi-
cated to be from agricultural or landscape 
based chemical and manure fertilizer run-
off,  from residential septic systems, and 
urban stormwater. These are all anthropo-
genic sources. 
 The provincial water quality objective 
for total phosphorus in surface water is 
30 ug/L.  Only Fingerboard Creek and 

the Scugog River generally tested at or 
below that guideline.  Blackstock Creek, 
Cawkers  Creek and the Nonquon River 
above Scugog Line 6 (above the sew-
age lagoons) consistently tested at almost 
double the provincial limit, with the highest 
levels found in the water of Blackstock 
Creek.
 The second largest load of phosphorus -- 
26% arrives with wind, rain and snow.  9% 
is believed to come from residential septic 
systems, and 8% from urban stormwater 
runoff.  It is estimated that only 4% of the 
total phosphorus load per year in Lake 
Scugog comes from the Port Perry Sewage 
Treatment Plant. 

NITROGEN
 At this point, the amount of nitrogen 
discharged with treated effluent from the 
lagoons exceeds current provincially set 

levels.  So, for this reason, until a new 
method is determined for reducing nitro-
gen levels, growth cannot occur in the 
Port Perry STP lagoons. However, it is 
estimated that only 6% of the large yearly 
nitrogen load in the lake is from the treat-
ment plant.
   Creeks and rivers that drain the agricul-
tural and populated areas of the watershed 
bring the largest tonnages of nitrogen to 
the Lake. Nitrogen loading from septic 
systems around the lake was calculated 
on the basis of number of houses within 
a 50-meter lakeshore zone. As with all 
nitrogen, that produced by septic systems 
travels easily within the groundwater table 
-- something that phosphorus cannot do.  

URBAN MYTH DEBUNKED
   The urban myth is that ‘fixing’ the Port 
Perry lagoons would be the best answer 
for improving water quality in the Lake and 
the Nonquon.  This would mean it is a solu-
tion well out of the control of the average 
citizen.  
 However, Dr. Shulyarenko looks at the 
problems of the Lake and the Nonquon 
River differently. 
 “We have found that there is no one 
solution to improve water quality in the 
Nonquon or Lake Scugog. The over- abun-
dant development of aquatic vegetation 
and algae is the result of excess nutrients 
that appear to come from a wide range 
of sources. It appears any solution to this 
problem will require everyone to consider 
their nutrient footprint whether they be gov-
ernments, farmers, businesses or ordinary 
citizens.” 
 
For further information contact Kawartha 

Conservation at 1-800-668-5722,  

Where do we start first?
Where should work begin to fix the problems of the Lake?
by Barbara Karthein, Scugog Lake Stewards

Alex Shulyarenko

10 REASONS
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An eight woman racing scull pulls into the dock at Rowing Club Bay with banks of milfoil showing red in the background.

  On the first day of June they popped their ugly heads 
above water.  From that day on, their tops covered the sur-
face of huge areas of water.  Weeds were back with an in-
creased vengeance on Lake Scugog.

    There is no ques-
tion, lake weeds 
were a hot topic this 
summer.  Weeds 
that interfere with 
boating, make fish-
ing (especially troll-
ing) very difficult, 
disgust swimmers, 
and all in all leave a 
bad impression on 
tourists and locals 
alike.  The sight of 
large mats of them 
are an eyesore es-
pecially as the lake 
level continues to 
drop. 
    However to blame 
all lake plants is 
both too general 

and too simplistic. Our real problem on Scugog is one aquat-
ic plant – Eurasian milfoil (myriophylum spicatum).
 Native to Europe, Asia and Africa, it showed up in North 
America in about the 1940’s and to Lake Scugog in the 
1960’s, possibly arriving as a result of the aquarium trade. It 
is now causing enormous, unsightly problems across Cana-
da and the U.S. because it is so aggressive, forming dense 
mats which clog waterways and crowd out native aquatic 
plants. 
 Unfortunately, Lake Scugog provides the ideal habitat for 
this nasty invader.  It thrives in water bodies with muddy bot-
toms, proliferating specifically in areas of phosphorus and 
nitrogen-rich runoff. Local stormwater runoff from agriculture, 
lawns and urban areas provides a perfect fertilizer for them 
and guarantees a thick crop.  
     To top off our challenge, on Lake Scugog we have heavy 
boat traffic.  Boat propellers cut the plants into pieces.  These 
pieces sink to the bottom and take root -- even small sec-

tions. In the water, these cuttings can remain healthy for 
weeks.  Cuttings and spreading underground roots are the 
principal means of reproduction.   Although Eurasian milfoil 
produces seeds, it appears that this is not a major method 
of its spread.  Therefore harvesting does not reduce its num-
bers. In fact it can aid in its spread when cuttings escape the 
collection equipment, sink to the bottom and take root. 
 New factors are aiding the spread of this weed:   Climate 
change is resulting in higher water temperatures and longer 
seasons, thus promoting growth.  The arrival of Zebra Mus-
sels that filter microscopic algae out of the lake water in-
creasing its clarity thus allowing sun to reach deeper areas 
of lake bottom and encourage plant growth.  Increased town-
ship population density is no doubt also a factor contributing 
additional nutrients.
 We face a difficult challenge controlling Eurasian milfoil.  
The native Milfoil Weevil is its only bio-predator other than 
herbivore fish such as carp. These weevils feed on the stems 
of the milfoil causing the plant to collapse and die.  While 
in larval stage, the weevils are voracious 
eaters and quickly dispose of plants.  
They reproduce quickly and can 
breed three to five times per sum-
mer.
 However, the weevil must have 
shorelines that are natural and rich 
in leaf litter where they can dig in and 
over-winter.  Lawns do not provide suit-
ably insulated sites. 
     

What are our options?  
 As a Township, we must improve our stormwater drain-
age systems to remove the excess nutrients that stimulate 
these weeds.  We could also purchase and release addition-
al bio-control weevils. The Township and individual shoreline 
property owners can create over-wintering conditions for the 
weevil by letting at least a meter depth of shoreline edge go 
natural or create wide attractive areas of naturalized lake-
front with native shrubs, trees and flowers that will also pre-
vent nutrient runoff.
 Last, we can count on the fact that nature abhors a vac-
uum.  Sooner or later, increased numbers of this or another 
predator will come and enjoy the feast.

The Lake Weed Story

Milfoil Weevil

Eurasian
Water Milfoil
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Thumbs Down to the ‘airheads’ responsible for defacing the 
“SmartCentres” signs at the west entrance to town last 
month. No matter how upset anyone is about the com-
ing shopping centre along 7A Hwy., there’s no excuse 
to vandalize the property of others. Protest if you like, 

but let’s not stoop to this low level. We’re better than that!

Thumbs Up to the three candidates who have stepped forward 
to fill the seat vacated in Ward 4 by Blair Martyn, due to 
his serious illness. It’s good to see democracy in action 
and we’re sure the residents of that Scugog Township 
ward will choose wisely. Now get out and vote!

Thumbs Up to all those who attended and supported the North-
wood Exotic Animal Ranch “Safari Night” last month. 
More than 600 people attended the event, making it by 
far, the most successful to date. That’s almost double 
the attendance of a year earlier...so hat’s off to the or-

ganizers, volunteers and everyone who pitched in and helped.

Thumbs Down to the mindless thief who stole, not one bicycle 
from a six-year old Port Perry boy, but also his replace-
ment bike as well. Thanks to the generosity of a family 
friend the young lad now has another ride. We can only 
hope the crook is apprehended and punished.

Thumbs Up to Paul Wasson for the success of his 20th anniver-
sary Musicians Corn Roast. The popular yearly event 
raised $1,780 which is donated to the Blackstock and 
Port Perry Lions Club. With great country music artists 
and hundreds of fans in attendance, this years event 

was an overwhelming success. Congrats Paul!

Thumbs Up to the staffers of the township who are up at the 
crack of dawn each day to clean our parks and water 
the dozens of hanging baskets which grace the streets 
of the downtown. It’s great to have parks, but they take 
a lot of work to maintain so we tip our hat to those who 
crawl out of bed before the sun to keep us ‘bootyful.”

Thumbs Up to Sherry Whiteway on being named Deputy  
Chief of the Durham Regional Police Service. Sherry 
served some time here in Scugog a few years before 
being elevated to the rank of Superintendant. Nice to 
see success come the way of this 27 year veteran.

Thumbs Up to Durham Region for toughening rules for “election 
signage.” Signs may be necessary to inform the public 
who’s running...  but failure to remove them after an 
election is unacceptable. Maybe a chance of forfeiting 
a proposed $500 deposit will help ‘jog their minds’.

Thumbs Up to the management of the Bayview Condominium 
project who have finally got this much needed project 
underway. This long-awaited condo project on Perry 
St. has been bogged down in red tape for years, but 
now looks as if it will become a reality. Yahooooo!!!

A column devoted to recognizing events and  
decisions affecting the residents of Scugog  

Township, and rating them with a “Thumbs Up, 
 or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs
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at the
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Scugog Exposed

	 In	many	ways,	one	of	the	most	unlikely	residents	of	Scugog	
to	become	famous	was	James	Lewellyn	Frise,	a	farmboy	from	
Scugog	 Island.	 But	 this	 unassuming	 young	 man	 went	 on	 to	
become	 one	 of	 Canada’s	 most	 famous	 characters	 during	 the	

early	part	of	this	century.
Jimmy	 Frise,	 as	 he	

was	 best	 known,	 	 became	
a	 household	 name	 with	
his	 “Birdseye	 Centre”	
cartoons	 in	 the	 Toronto	
Star	 Weekly	 during	 the	

1920s	 and	 30s.	 A	 feat	 he	
accomplished	 without	 one	
lesson	 of	 instruction	 in	 the	

	 	 	 									world	of	art.
Jimmy	 was	 born	 on	 a	 small	 farm	 on	 Scugog	 Island	

overlooking	Lake	Scugog	and	Port	Perry	in	1891,	the	only	child	
of	John	and	Hannah	Frise.	He	grew	up	in	the	village	of	Seagrave	and	attended	school	
in	Port	Perry.

His	artistic	talents	became	evident	at	an	early	age,	as	his	schoolbooks	were	covered	
in	sketches,	many	which	were	the	early	etching	of	“old	Archie”	and	“Pigskin	Pete”,	two	
characters	from	Birdseye	Centre	which	became	folklore	across	Canada.

In	1910	at	the	age	of	19	years,	Jimmy	headed	off	to	Toronto	to	search	for	a	job	that	
would	lead	him	to	his	love	of	art.

But	it	wasn’t	until	1921	when	he	created	
his	first	half-page	cartoon	for	the	Star	Weekly	
called	 “Life’s	 Little	 Comedies.”	 Within	
months	the	cartoon’s	name	was	changed	to	
“Birdseye	Centre”,	and	Jimmy’s	career	was	
launched,	 a	 career	 which	 spanned	 more	
than	25	years.

He	was	often	asked	 the	 location	of	 the	
town	 he	 was	 portraying	 in	 his	 cartoons,	

and	 he	 answered	 “any	 Canadian	 village	
with	a	hotel,	gasoline	station,	barber	shop	and	a	 town	pump.”	This	despite	many	
people	 from	 the	Scugog	area	who	 felt	 some	of	 the	 characters	and	situations	were	
taken	from	locations	around	Port	Perry.

When	working	in	his	studio,	Frise	was	said	to	be	seldom	found	alone.	His	office	
was	a	gathering	place	for	characters	who	stood	around	talking	and	watching	from	
morning	until	late	at	night.

Even	at	the	top	of	his	career	Jimmy	never	forgot	his	roots	back	along	the	shores	
of	Lake	Scugog.	He	returned	often	to	spend	time	with	old	 friends	and	 family	and	
spoke	to	local	groups	about	his	career	as	a	cartoonist.

He	was	a	lover	of	the	outdoors	and	spent	a	great	deal	of	time	fishing	and	hunting.	
He	had	an	extraordinary	love	for	dogs	especially	“Rusty”	his	water-fearing	spaniel,	
who	was	featured	many	times	in	his	cartoons.

Jimmy	Frise	died	at	his	home	in	Toronto	on	June	13,	1948	at	57	years	of	age.

    Jimmy Frise is seen here relaxing in his small studio at the Toronto Star. 
At right, a Frise cartoon which ran under the heading Birdseye Centre. 

  Jimmy Frise seen here during the 1940s with 
his canoe and a catch of fish after a day fishing 
on Lake Scugog.

Jimmy Frise

Best friend 

Greg Clark pays

tribute to Frise
His long-time friend and 

colleague Gregory Clark referred 

to  Jimmy as a living cartoon.

“He was an original, 

unbendable, bemused, rapt, 

lovable guy in love with the 

gentleness and decency of life 

amid all the storm and rage. 

Doing what comes naturally was 

all he ever did, and it gave a 

whole generation of thirty years 

smiles and laughter and never a 

soul hurt in all that time”.

Frise 
was the artist  and creator of 
the popular 

Birdseye Centre 
cartoons
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• Prime retail space Port Perry.
• Queen St. location
• Main floor 1,800 sq. ft.
• Full basement
• Available October 1, 2007

For more information contact
GUY LATRIELLE

Scugog Realty Ltd., Brokerage

905-985-4427

QUEEN ST. STORE FOR RENT

P JANUARY - The Flamingo Pastries Plant on Simcoe 
Street was sold to a Scarborough company, Tech Star Plas-
tics. They produce plastic products and expect to employ 
about 100 persons.

P FEBRUARY - About 40 hand-hewn logs, in the water at 
the lakefront since about 1884, were removed from the lake. 
The logs are 40’ long and measure 16”x16”.

P MARCH - The CIBC celebrated its 100th anniversary of 
service in Port Perry. Several took part including manager 
Jeff Fell and customer services officer Grace Pargeter who 
had been with the bank for 25 years. 

P APRIL - Scugog Township officially told Metro Toronto 
there is no site in the Township suitable for a garbage dump. 
Metro Toronto is currently facing a garbage crisis and has 
sent letters to all communities within 300 km asking for a 
suitable site to develop as a landfill site.

P MAY - The proposed Honey Heights subdivision north of 
Port Perry has been given “approval in principle” by Scugog 
Township, but the number of lots have been scaled down 
from 74 to 47.

P JUNE - The Victorian Village subdivision held its opening 

ceremonies on June 15th. Construction of phase one of the 
project was almost complete for the opening.

P JULY - Scugog Mayor Jerry Taylor announced he will re-
tire as mayor to devote more time to his insurance business. 
He served as mayor for 10 of his 17 years in local politics

P AUGUST - Scugog Regional Councillor Lawrence Mal-
colm announced his retirement from municipal politics in De-
cember, 30 years after he was first elected to council in the 
former Cartwright Township.

P SEPTEMBER - Ross Stevenson won the P.C. nomination 
for the riding of Durham, and Bill Henshall was hired as the 
new by-law enforcement officer for Scugog Township.

P OCTOBER - About 40 of Port Perry’s downtown business 
merchants met at Emiel’s Restaurant to discuss the possibil-
ity of forming a Business Improvement Area.

P OCTOBER - The Lord’s Prayer in all of Scugog’s public 
elementary and secondary schools was banned following a 
ruling from the Ontario Ministry of Education.

P DECEMBER - The modern new chiropractic offices of 
Drs. Helen Peel and Reva Bathie were opened in a new 
building constructed on Casimir St.

 Doug and Marilyn Hillier, and their children Barb, Steve and Nancy 
closed their family owned Bayshore Take-Out on 7A Hwy. after oper-
ating the business sucessfully for 15 years. In 1988 the restaurant 
was located on the present Reid’s Independent land.

THE YEAR WAS 1988

 The Port Perry Dairy Bar, located on Water St., the present loca-
tion of “The Cuddly Bunny” and a bulk food store was also operated 
by the Hillier family during the 1980s. This building, which later be-
came home to “Pizza Hut”, was destroyed by fire during the summer 
of 1999 and torn down later the same year.

GOURDS
A new shipment has arrived!
Great for artists & crafters!

Also a good selection of

BIRDHOUSES
FEEDERS • PLANTERS
Great Selection  -   Great Prices

Drop by for a visit

BIRDHOUSE WILLY
15173 Simcoe St. Port Perry

905-985-7239Bi
rd
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his attractive Queen Street home 

was built over the winter of 1873-
1874 by William M. Wilcox, a Prince  

Albert bailiff who moved to Port Perry in 
October 1873. Mr. Wilcox immediately 
erected his new residence on this large 
lot on the northeast corner of Queen and 
Bigelow Streets. The property originally ex-
tended east to the Presbyterian Church.
 The exterior of this home has not 
changed a great deal over the past 130 years. 
The most notable changes to the original 
home are the addition of a cupola on the 
roof and the porch along the east side has 
been removed. The house still maintains 
a large wrap-around porch along the front 
and west side.
 Not long after completing his new home, 

in July 1874, Mr. Wilcox sold the house to 
Dr. Richard Jones and his wife Lucinda.  Dr. 
Jones held his medical practice in the house 
as well as living there for over 12 years. Not 
long after purchasing the property he con-
structed a small medical office beside the 
house from which he operated his medical 
practice. 
 Dr. R. Jones was pre-eminently a doctor 
of the old school and gave to 
the poor freely and cheer-
fully not only professional 
services but food and medi-
cine and was often called 
“the poor man’s doctor.”
 He served as Reeve of 
Port Perry in 1882 and was 
a member of council, a trus-
tee of the High School Board 
from the time of its organiza-
tion, and a member of the 
Port Perry Library Board. 
Dr. Jones and his wife sold 
the house to John W. Me-
harry in May 1887.
 Mr. Meharry was an 
enterprising hardware mer-
chant in Port Perry in part-

nership with John B. Laing in a huge store 
on the south side of Queen Street. For many 
years they carried on an extensive and suc-
cessful hardware business.
 After living in the attractive frame resi-
dence for more than 25 years, the Mehar-
rys sold the property to Louis and Mabel  
Bandel of Whitby in July 1914. Since then 

T

This attractive downtown Port Perry house greets visitors as they come to visit the downtown. 
It is now the home of Henry and Jodie Keast who have owned the property since 1991

Dr. R. Jones practiced medicine
from this home in the 1870s

This Old
			House

The former Port Perry home of Dr. Richard Jones, about 1890. This 
picture was taken when it was owned by John W. Meharry.

See “Hollywood” on page 26

Dr. Richard
Jones
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the home has changed hands many times.  
 The next long time owners of the house 
were the Bentleys, I.R. and Hazel Dhel. Mr. 
Bentley was a jeweller in town for more than 
40 years. In 1953 Mrs. Bentley was one of 
the first women jurors in Ontario County 
and served as a juror on the Supreme 
Court. Mrs. Bentley remained in the home 

for about 10 years after the death of her hus-
band, selling the house in 1974.
 Irvin and Dorothy Gibson lived in the 
house for about 14 years before it was sold 
to local contractor Karl Herder and his wife 
Fran. During the time the Herders owned 
the house they completely renovated it, 
building a verandah similar to the original. 
After completing the project, the Herders 

sold the property to Henry and Jodie Keast, 
the current owners of the Jones house.
 The house has since been featured in 
the movie Welcome to Mooseport, starring 
Gene Hackman and Ray Romano during 
the summer of 2003. The Dr. Richard Jones 
house was used as the residence of  a small 
town veterinarian in the movie.

 This home was used as a 
set in the movie ‘Welcome 
To Mooseport’ which was 
filmed in Port Perry during 
the summer of 2003.
 Pictured above are Ray 
Romano and Maura Tierney 
who starred in the movie, 
and autographs of Ray 
Romano, Gene Hackman, 
Maura Tierney and Marcia 
Gay Harden written on a 
section of kitchen wall.

 Upper Left: A recently 
installed fireplace is the 
centerpiece of the living-
room.

 Left: The attractive kitchen 
with its original pine floors is 
a natural blend of old and 
new. The room features all 
the modern conveniences, 
while upholding the integrity 
of this century home.
 

Continued from page 25

Home becomes set for Hollywood movie



FOCUS - SEPTEMBER 2007  27   website: www.focusonscugog.com

 Never let it be said that crying is all bad. In fact, for Bill McKee of Port 
Perry it’s been a wonderful experience. Recalling  his long night’s partic-
ipation in “Relay for Life” at the Port Perry Fairgrounds (June 8th) with 
honourary chair Neil Crone, Bill is beaming. “We raised about $77,500 and 
they’re not finished counting yet,” he says, chest filling out his vintage 1806 
Uxbridge Town Crier’s uniform.
 He started as Town Crier for Uxbridge in 1999 emulating brother, Dave 
(who began 9 years earlier) and actually trounced him at his very first com-
petition. “Dave is considered a Super Crier – ranked second in the world,” 
brags Bill on his behalf. “But Bill has ranked 9th in the world,” adds wife, Liz 
who researches, designs and assembles all of Bill’s uniforms.
 “There are 400 guilds worldwide,” he explains. “The largest being in Eng-
land and Australia.” Apparently, the Ontario guild (54 men and 6 women) 
is the largest in North America. Thunder Bay, Niagara Falls, Cornwall and 
Amherstberg are all represented.
 And who becomes a Town Crier? 
 “Politicians and entertainment folks make the best criers because of their 
people-oriented personalities,” he says. It has to do with vocal projection and 
being comfortable in public situations. In truth, criers come from all walks 
of life - accountants, police officers, insurance people, farmers, teachers, ac-
tors. “Competitions are friendly and our faces usually hurt for days from 
laughing so much,” says Liz.
 Bill has a very busy schedule that he manages around his police career as 
a school safety officer in Toronto. He is the official Crier for Uxbridge, 
Port Perry (since 2002), Oshawa (since 2004) and is called on by Kirk-
field, Pickering and Ajax for events. 
 This year he’s won competitions in Barrie, Port Colborne, Inger-
soll and Bracebridge and came second in the provincials in Petrolia. 
Bill has also participated in many 150th Anniversary events and offici-
ated at wedding and anniversary celebrations. 
 He dreams of donning his grey, black, burgundy and navy- trimmed 
Port Perry uniform (vintage 1856) and guiding walking tours through 
the historic center of town during the warmer months of the year.  
 “That’s something council would have to grant permission for,” he 
says with a grin and a wink. “I hold a sort of ambassadorship represent-
ing the town. Technically, I could even stand in for the Mayor at an 
event.”
 It’s very clear that there can be no stand-in for Bill McKee though. 
 He’s one of a kind.

By Barbara Hunt

Big man... 
  big voice
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 When Mayor Marilyn Pearce honoured Marion Lee as a recipi-
ent of the Mayor’s Honour Roll earlier this year, she called Marion 
“first and foremost a super volunteer.” 
 “I was surprised,” says Marion, “because I didn’t expect it - I’ve 
been around for years, you know?”
 Marion (Davidson) was involved in community events from a 
very early age. She, her brother and two sisters grew up on a farm 
in Raglan and one of her fondest memories - one that still fires her 
passion for the Royal Canadian Legion - was organizing the Wel-
come Home celebrations for her brother, Lloyd and his comrades 
at the end of WWII.
  Today, Marion is still involved with the Legion as Treasurer for 
the Legion Ladies Auxiliary. She is also organizing the Veteran’s 
Day Dinner for November 12th in Port Perry.
 Marion wed Ralph Lee in 1948 and together they raised four chil-
dren (Bill, Betty, Judy, Nancy) in Kinsale. 
 Years later, Ralph, a trained mechanic/technician, had to cut 
back on his activity due to his failing health, so Marion began 
working in the Canadian Automotive Trim Plant (later Chrysler) 
in Ajax to support the family (a job she held for 22 years). 
 Her evenings and weekends became devoted to the Boy Scouts 
and Girl Guides because of her children’s involvement. “I like  
being with young people,” she says. This again is a devotion that 
persists to this day. 
 In 1969 as their children entered their adolescent years, Ralph 
and Marion relocated to Honey’s Beach, north of Port Perry and 
took up snowmobiling.
 Not one for half measures, her membership in the Port Perry 
Snowmobile Club soon led to becoming a Master Instructor, Re-
gional Instructor and duties with the Ontario Federation of Snow-
mobile Clubs. Marion was the chief organizer for Snowarama ev-
ery winter with 100 to 125 participants and pledges for the 100-mile 
ride followed by dinner at the Latcham Centre.
 “Our organization raised over $500,000 during our years work-
ing with Snowarama,” she says.
 Always looking for a worthy cause, in the fall of 2006, Marion 
organized a fundraising dinner which collected $5,000 towards fur-
nishing the newly renovated Scout Hall in Port Perry.
 Although Marion professes to have retired from her hectic 
schedule, she still attends Chamber of Commerce meetings, par-
ticipates in the Port Perry United Church and the Legion. 
 After living at the Westshore Village Retirement community for 
a short time she and her late husband Ralph purchased a home in 
Apple Valley. It’s here she welcomes visits from six grandchildren 
and three great grandchildren on a regular basis. 
 “I’m proudest of the fact that my great grandparents, William 
and Mary settled in the area in 1852, founding Pineridge Pack-
ers and that seven generations of my family lived in Durham,” she 
says. 
 And there’s much to be proud of.

By Barbara Hunt

MARION LEE

Marion loves 
to help others

One of Scugog’s “super volunteers”
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     A look at some of the many events       in and around Scugog Township

 What’s Up Scugog? 
Focus On Scugog wants to keep you informed about the events 
and activities throughout the township. Here is a listing of some of 
the many events. We welcome listings of public events from non-
profit groups and organizations for Scugog Township. Send a brief 
description of your event by email to focus@observerpub.ca today. 
Deadline for the next issue of Focus On Scugog is Sept. 20, 2007.

SEPTEMBER 8, 2007 - PORT PERRY HALF MARATHON
The popular Port Perry Half Marathon has added a new 5K course 
for 2007. Half runners and 5K race start at 9:30 a.m., Power Walk-
ers start at 8:30 a.m. The run is 80 percent through the countryside 
and finishes where it begins, at the Fairgrounds. Participants can 
register online at www.runningroom.com.

SEPTEMBER 14, 2007 - MURDER MYSTERY NIGHT
Jump into the action to take part in the annual Murder Mystery 
Evening, taking place at the Scugog Shores Museum. Interview the 
numerous suspects, explore the Museum Village and then solve 
this puzzling crime. Tickets are $15 and must be purchased in ad-
vance. Prizes donated by local businesses are available. Call the 
Museum at 905-985-3589 for more information.

SEPTEMBER 16, 2007 - TERRY FOX RUN
The 15th annual Terry Fox Run begins at the lakefront Port Perry 
with registration at 8 a.m. followed by a warm-up. Three routes make 
it easy for anyone to participate - 1 km, 5 km and 10 km. Everyone is 
invited to attend. Get out and participate in this event.

SEPTEMBER 22, 2007 - LIONS GOLF BALL RACE
Come on out and enjoy a new fundraising effort in Port Perry when 
four area Lions Clubs launch their first ever Golf Ball Race. The 
event takes place at the bottom of Queen St., near the Latcham 
Centre starting at 2 p.m. Tickets can be purchased by calling 905-
985-3723 or attending the event.

SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 - PIONEER FALL FAIR
Scugog Shores Museum will be bustling with activity all day long. 
Crafts people will be demonstrating everything from blacksmithing 
to basket-weaving. Event takes place from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Adults: 
$5, Students/Seniors: $3, Children under 12: Free. For further infor-
mation call 905-985-3589 or email skelly@scugog.ca

SEPTEMBER 27, 2007 - LIGHTING THE RUNWAY GALA
Join the Brock family as they host the “Lighting the Runway Gala 
Dinner and Evening, a formal, black-tie optional event, at SkyLoft 
Ski & Country Club. Proceeds raised will be donated to the Endos-
copy Suite at Port Perry Hospital. For more information or tickets 
call 905-985-2521 or email brocksgala@yahoo.ca

OCTOBER 13 & 14, 2007 - ANTIQUE SHOW AND SALE
The 13th Annual Port Perry Antique Show & Sale being held Octo-
ber 13 & 14, 2007 at the Port Perry High School will feature 42 se-
lected dealers from across Ontario. The show runs from 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. both days. Admission is $4.00 and if you get hungry, light 
lunches are being served. For further information call 905-985-8840 
or email ronsan@powergate.ca.



Fun Fair 
at 
the What’s Up Scugog? 

 Blackstock Fair was held on Saturday, Aug. 25 and for most of the day, events went off as scheduled de-
spite the threat of rain. Pictured here are some of the events and people who participated during the annual 
fair. Top left - Krystin Purdy, who won first place in the Intermediate Showmanship Class, and Kirsten and Cole 
Smith of Caesarea  who seem to be enjoying their first visit to the Blackstock Fair. Centre left, Kori, Keira and 
Kaylin Thompson of View Lake just couldn’t resist the ‘chip truck’, while Blackstock Fair Ambassador Courtney 
Peeters waves to the crowd. Mayor Marilyn Pearce and grandson Alex ride with Regional Councillor Jim Mc-
Millen during the parade. Bottom left, Little Charlie McClure found a seat on a riding lawnmower was a good 
place to munch on some fresh popcorn, and below, some of the action during the horse pull event.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

Blackstock





FOCUSon Scugog OCTOBER 2007

REFLECTIONS  
ON A PARK

...see page 14





FOCUS - OCTOBER 2007  �   

Created & Published by
Observer Publishing of Port Perry

 188 Mary Street - Unit 201 
Port Perry, Ontario - L9L 1A2

PUBLISHER/EDITOR ..............J.P. Hvidsten
OFFICE/ADV. MGR. ....... MaryAnn Fleming
ADVERTISING ..................... Tracy Souch
                         Julie Anne Gatto-Gibbons
PRODUCTION ....................Arlene Walker
FREELANCE ....Barbara Hunt, Paul Arculus 
              Christina Coughlin, Chris DeClute

PHONE 905-985-8585 
focus@observerpub.ca

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by colum-
nists, contributors and letter writers are not neces-
sarily those of Focus On Scugog. Letters must be 
signed and the telephone number (which will not be 
published) included. Requests that a name be with-
held will be honoured only if there is a compelling 
reason to do so. Errors will be corrected if brought to 
the editor’s attention. We reserve the right to edit or 
refuse publication of any material submitted. 

ADVERTISING POLICY: The publisher is not liable for 
slight changes or typographical errors that do not 
lessen the value of an advertisement. The publisher 
is not liable for other errors or omissions in con-
nection with any advertisement in any subsequent 
issue or the refund of any monies paid for the adver-
tisement. All claims of error in publication must be 
made within one week of each month’s publication, 
and if not made, will not be considered. No claim will 
be allowed for more than one insertion.

Editorial Coverage
Phone 905-985-8585, or

email focus@observerpub.ca

Advertising
905-985-8585

OCTOBER 2007 
Volume 2   Number 7

~

FOCUS
on Scugog

Cover Picture
This month’s cover photo 
was taken at Reflection 
Park, Port Perry as the proj-
ect begins to take shape. 
See story on page 14

Photo J. Peter Hvidsten

Focus On The Web
www.focusonscugog.com

16
Features & Stories
MAILBOX - letters from our readers ..............................................  2

AROUND OUR TOWN - upcoming events of interest ...................  4

CHANGING FACES - what’s new and who’s who .........................  6

THUMBS - rating events and decisions in the community .............  9

REFLECTION PARK - kids bring park to life ................................ 14

HANDS-ON LEARNING - students learn real history ..................  20

DID YOU KNOW? - tidbits of useless information .......................  23

SCUGOG EXPOSED - historical look at our community .............  24

WOMEN IN BUSINESS - featuring women entrepreneurs ..........  25

TERRY FOX RUN - another successful event ............................. 33

The Animal
Support Group

This Old
House

Pure 
Gold

18

7



�  FOCUS - OCTOBER 2007   focus@observerpub.ca

Hi Peter. 
    Since this response is very 
quick after the September 
2007 issue, you can ascertain 
that I read this great publica-
tion very quickly after I picked 
it up at the super box. 
    I must make a correction 
to your Time Warp, 1988. In 
1988, the Dairy Bar was com-
pletely renovated and refur-
bished to become the home of 
Port Perry Pizza Delight. (not 
Pizza Hut as you published)    
   Port Perry Pizza Delight was 
owned and operated by Don 
Mitchell and family, opening 
in March of 1988 and oper-
ated under this ownership for 
almost 10 years. 
 We enjoyed and met many, 
many wonderful people from 
our community. Our employ-
ees, all local residents, were 

the best, particularly Linda 
Faichney and Teresa Joudrey.
   We are extremely proud of 
our days of being Pizza De-
light. Our employees, most of 
whom became friends, were 
the absolute best, great per-
manent staff and absolutely 
wonderful kids earning mon-
ey to move on to bigger and 
better things, I think most 
of them have.succeeded and 
have done well. 
   I would suspect that most 
small business owners in our 
community have the same 
pleasant experience.

Cheers,
Don Mitchell

P.S. - I read and enjoy your 
magazine and have every is-
sue here in the homestead.
EDITOR: Thanks Don... we 
apologize and stand corrected.

Dear Focus...
 Mailbox

Pizza Delight was a delight to own
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Scugog’s water woesScugog’s water woes
 Lake Scugog played the lake level lottery this year 
and not only lost to an intense drought, but to an er-
ror in communication between staff within the Water 
Management group at the Trent-Severn Waterway.
 Two logs remained out of the Lindsay dam from 
June 22 to July 27th, about thirty days longer than 
management indicated that they had dictated.
 How that happened is still a question but what we 
do know is that a lot of water left the lake even before 
the real summer drought conditions set in like vice-
grips. 
 In addition, several Scugog citizens, including the 
Lake Stewards, notified Waterway officials that the 
logs were out, or should be replaced, only to be told 
by mistake that they were already in place.
 As of Sept. 20 the lake was sitting at a low 249.655 
metres above sea level, approximately 4.5 centimeters 
(almost 2 inches) lower than the level the Trent-Sev-
ern normally drops the lake in January for the winter. 
It is also well below the set navigation level of 250 

Please turn to page 12
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 There will be fun for the whole family at the 8th 
annual Cartwright Fall Festival being held at the 
Nestleton Diamonds on Saturday, Oct. 13. 
 The community is invited out to enjoy the farm-
er’s market, baseball games, contests, chili cook-
off and live entertainment. 
 For the kids there’s a jumping castle, face paint-
ing, wagon rides and much, much more. 
 The fun starts at 1 p.m. Admission $8, 2-5 years 
$2 and under 2 free. For more information check 
out www.cartwrightfields.ca.

Talented guitarist Fraser Lee 
returns home for concert

	 It’s	‘high	fives’	for	Scugog.	Five	blooms	that	is!
 For the second consecutive year, Scugog has received the maxi-
mum	“five	bloom”	honours	in	the	annual	Communities	In	Bloom	com-
petition, for communities across the province.
	 Scugog	 placed	 first	 in	 it’s	 division	 (20,001-50,000	 population),	 
receiving	the	highest	“five	bloom”	rating.	The	town	of	Essex,	in	south-
west Ontario came second with four blooms.
 The township was also the recipient of a special award for the 
condition of it’s turf and ground cover. Councillor Bobbie Drew, in  
announcing the awards, praised parks staff for their efforts, especially 
since they had to battle dry conditions for most of the summer.
 This was the third year Scugog Township has competed in the 
competition.	They	earned	‘four	blooms’	the	first	year	and	the	prestig-
ious	‘five	blooms’	for	the	past	two	years.

 One of Port Perry’s home-grown talents, guitarist Fraser Lee, will be the featured 
artist at a concert later this month at the Seagrave United Church.
 Born in Oshawa, Fraser’s family moved to Port Perry when he was a young boy, 
where he attended both R.H. Cornish Public School and Port Perry High School.
 He started lessons on the guitar at the age of nine at the Canadian Conservatory of 
Music in Oshawa, and later at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto.
 Fraser is now a full-time teacher at the Canadian Conservatory of Music in Oshawa. 
He has been teaching all styles of music on both acoustic and electric guitar for the past 
34 years.
 The concert takes place Saturday, Oct. 20 at the Seagrave United Church beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. Also performing are soprano Gretel Cameron, tenor Len Somerville and the 
Happy Harmonica of Bill Barr.
 Tickets are $10 each and are available by calling 905-985-7239 or 905-985-7272. 
 Don’t miss out on this exciting concert.

Family    
  fun is  
  theme for 
   Cartwright  
    Fall Fair

Bloomin’ good show 

around our town
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 Although the United Way has been working quietly from 
its new location at 181 Perry St. for the past three months, 
the office finally made its presence official Sept. 27 with a 
special opening ceremony.
 Scugog Mayor Marilyn Pearce and Glen Eunes, Presi-
dent of the Board of the United Way were on hand to pre-
side over the opening of the new Scugog location, which is 
next door to the local municipal office.
 Mayor Pearce noted the United Way has a long history 
of representing what is best about a community, and said 
she was pleased to welcome them to Scugog. “People help-
ing those less advantaged is the very essence of a com-
munity, and doing so in a coherent and cohesive fashion 
makes eminent good sense in these times,” she said.
 Campaign Director Robert Howard said “all of the mon-
ey raised in a community stays in the community to help 
those least advantaged.”
 The United Way of Oshawa/Whitby/Clarington/Brock 
and Scugog has operated for more than 65 years and pro-
vides support to 40 local human care organizations.

United Way opens bright
new offices in Port Per-

 On hand for a photo prior to the opening of the new Port Perry 
office and boardroom are: front left, Cindy Murray, Executive Direc-
tor of United Way and Cheryl Manikas, Campaign Manager. Back 
left, Jenny Yorgason, Community Care Durham-Scugog Adminis-
trator; Glenn Taylor, Executive Director of North Durham Commu-
nity Living and Debbie Proctor, Executive Director of Big Brothers 
& Big Sisters of North Durham.                       Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten
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 This month Changing Faces has a lit-
tle less to report... which in many ways 
is good news. New openings, shuffling 
of locations, and store closings appeared 
to have slowed since the summer wound 
down and we enter the normally busy fall 
sales period.
 But, as we all know, nothing remains 
constant and again this month Changing 
Faces has a few more things to report, 
which will be occurring over the days and 
weeks ahead. 
 For a starter...
 Modern Strategies Inc., a local provider 
of financial services operated by Peter Leeds, 
has moved its offices from 158 Casimir St. 
down the block and around the corner to 
240 Mary St.
 Okay all you ice cream lovers, Reid’s 
Dairy bring their delicious ice cream 
products to Port Perry later this month. 
The new shop will open its doors at 1874 
Scugog St., serving up yummy treats... 
 The butchers at Herrington’s shop are at 

work cutting steaks from their newly reno-
vated digs at 251 Queen St. Just a couple 
of doors up the street from their former lo-
cation, they have added a great new “Deli” 
which is bound to be a hit for the ‘sandwich 
crowd’.
 The United Way has officially opened 
its new offices next to the municipal build-
ing at 181 Perry St. Although they’ve been 
operating from the Port Perry location 
for a few months, it wasn’t until this past 
September 27 it was made official with a 
special ribbon cutting ceremony by “da 
Mayor.”
 Moving a little east of town... actually 
it’s about 5 km along Regional Rd. 21 from 
Manchester, “All In One Self Storage” has 
opened its ‘blue doors’ providing storage for 
all kinds of personal items. If you get as far 
as Lakeridge Road... turn around, you’ve 
gone too far!
 Well, that’s about it for this month. It 
looks like fall is bringing a slowdown, and 
we’ve finally caught up with all the moves.  
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Pure Gold

aking on the best in the world in sports is just a dream for most people, but 
for Michael Mann it’s a goal within his grasp.

 Mike, as he prefers to be called, is one of Canada’s top slalom water skiers, hav-
ing come off the best season of his young career. And his father, David, is no slouch. 

Both father and son have won gold this year at the Canadian National Championships.
 Not too bad for a couple of guys who slipped on a water ski just eight years ago. “We 
were just looking for something we could do together,” Dave says with a smile. Mike was 
only eight when he put on his first pair of skies.
 Their achievements are even more notable since they are the only father/son team 
in Canada to have ever won the Canadian Nationals in their respective divisions during 
the same year. And even more remarkable is the fact this ‘dynamic duo’ has accom-
plished this feat twice, first in 2000 and again this year.
   Dave proudly points out that his wife Cathy is also an accomplished slalom skier. 
“She’s is a very good skier but normally doesn’t compete,” he said.
    During slalom competitions, a tow-boat pulls the skier through a course at a com-
puter-controlled speed of 36 mph, with the skier manoeuvring back and forth through 
six ‘buoys’ along the route. After each successful pass, the rope is shortened, until the 
skier falls. The objective is to achieve as many ‘passes’ as possible without falling.
     This past summer has been a break-out year for 17 year-old Mike, who has com-
peted in six major tournaments this summer. And after coming second in Ottawa early 
in the season... it’s been all gold.
   He’s won three major titles during the short season, including the Provincial and 
Canadian National Championships.
    With those titles under his belt, Mike earned enough points to be chosen as one of 
six skiers from Canada to compete in the under 18 division at the Can-Am Challenge 
in Illinois last month.
     At the Can-Am’s he took his slalom skills to a new level as he competed against 
the best skiers from the two countries and once again came out golden.
    For now Mike is focusing on his next competition, this weekend in Florida, but 

T

Please turn to page 12Dave Mann and his son Mike.
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 Many writers perfect their craft 
through years of university and 
journalism studies, under the ob-
servation of talented professors 
and mentors at illustrious schools 
or corporations.
 Not me, I owe my writing tal-
ents to ketchup chips.  When 
they changed the recipe I felt 
compelled to send the company 
a short 4,500 word tirade, my dis-
tinctive style evolved from there, 
thank you ketchup chips.
  The desire to write about life, 

sometimes softened, but never fal-
sified would explain doing this column as opposed to speech 
writing for politicians. 
   A newbie to Scugog (5 yrs), I find inspiration and insight 
daily through the surroundings and people of this town; that, 
a husband, three kids, a dog, a cat, a fish and my alter ego 
‘sledgirl’  provide plenty of juicy material, that hopefully eve-
ryone can relate to at some point.
 I hope you enjoy my new column “and Another Thing” 
which you will find on page 17 of Focus on Scugog.

Focus on our 
new scribe

Chris DeClute

(behind	Home	Hardware)
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Thumbs Up	 to	 Scugog’s	 “Birdhouse	 Willy”	 for	 his	 generous	
donation of  new Purple Martin houses to the Rotary 
Park. Not only does ‘Birdhouse’ build the houses at his 
own expense, he provides the poles, the installation 
and yearly maintenance and has been doing so for the 
past	21	years.	Why?	Because	it’s	“his	thing.”	Hopefully	

these wonderful assets along the lakefront trail and in Birdseye 
Park will not be vandalized as they have been in the past. 

Thumbs Down to anyone who walks around in public spaces 
with	 one	 of	 those	 ridiculous	 “bluetooth	 headsets”	
clipped behind their ear, appearing to be chattering 
away to themselves like they’ve just been released 
from an asylum. Aside from looking a little weird... it’s 

annoying and inconsiderate. They may have their place, but on 
the street or in other public places they’re a nuisance.

Thumbs Down	to	the	penny-pinchers	at	Canada	Post	(not	our	
terrific	local	posties).	Over	the	past	year	we’ve	watched	
as the aging roof of our historic downtown Port Perry 
Post	Office	has	gradually	turned	from	grey	to	rust-red.	
“Rust”	being	the	key	word	here!	Surely	the	feds	have	

enough of our hard-earned tax dollars socked away in the vault 
to give this aging structure a little face-lift.

Thumbs Up to all the enthusiastic participants and organizers of 
this year’s Terry Fox Run. To date, the local run, which 
has been taking place since 1994, has raised a whop-
ping $333,000. In addition, local schools have raised 
another $261,000. Of this amount, 87 percent goes 

directly	into	research	and	to	continue	the	fight	against	cancer.

Thumbs Up to the Borelians Theatre group for holding a spe-
cial Mystery Dinner Theatre for the Port Perry United 
Church to help them raise funds for a new elevator. 
The Borelians, along with members of the Port Perry 
United Church Players, provided two great nights of 

entertainment in Sept. Just their way of saying thanks for help-
ing them out when the Town Hall was closed for renovations.

Thumbs Down to ex-politicians who don’t know enough to stay 
out of the political forum once they’ve retired. Former 
Scugog mayor Doug Moffatt and councillor Larry Cor-
rigan’s recent news conference in oppositiion to the 
west-end SmartCentres development accomplished 

nothing, aside from unnecessarily stirring the pot on a dead 
issue. The land is zoned for this commercial use... 

Thumbs Up to Durham Region Transit’s new 950 Uxbridge-Port 
Perry-UOIT (University of Ontario Insititute of Technol-
ogy) route, which provides weekday service from Ux-
bridge, through Port Perry to Oshawa every two hours. 
What a great service for students and employees who 

require transportation to jobs or university classes along this 
route. We’re sure it will be well used.

A column devoted to recognizing events and  
decisions affecting the residents of Scugog  

Township, and rating them with a “Thumbs Up, 
 or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs
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       As innovative, family-orientated activities seem to become 
more and more difficult to find, it’s refreshing to come across a 

club like Port Perry Wado Kai Family Karate. 
      Although karate is renowned as an ancient tradition, at 
Port Perry Wado Kai, all ties to age seems to be forgotten, 
or at least subsided, while members partake in their training 
sessions. Children, adults and even seniors are able to par-
ticipate together in an activity that promotes self-improve-
ment and growth within a communal environment.  
        “It really is one of the only all-around family sports that 
emphasizes the bonding experience involved with parents 
and children learning together at the same level,” explains 
club head and chief instructor Sensei Ron Ruskay, 4th 
Dan. “Everybody works together for warm-ups and basic 
training and then we break off into groups to work on new 
skills according to belt levels.”

      For Ron, his commitment to running the club stems 
from more than just a love for the sport and a passion for 

teaching it – although that alone provides him with enough mo-
tivation. But rather, a personal connection to the sport, which was 

established somewhere around the time he enrolled both himself 
and his then young son in classes, continues to compel him forward.  
   “Just like many other instructors, I started off training with my 
son,” Ron smiles proudly, looking back on the memory. “And then as 
time goes by, many of these young kids grow to become instructors 
themselves.” 
    Ron explains that although karate is an intense physical sport, its 
benefits extend far beyond exercising the body. By pointing out the 
mental and personal aspects involved, Ron gives reason as to why 
he classifies the sport as “developing your full potential.” 

 “By practicing dignity and respect in our role as instructors, we en-
courage participants to do the same,” he explains. “We strive to build 
confidence and trust, which are all skills and values that help later on 
in life.” Ron also mentions that, with its focus on concentration and 
alertness, as well as its emphasis on cardiovascular workouts, karate 

is an excellent supplement for children involved in other sports.  
 Ron is always looking for new parents, children and seniors to register 
for his Tuesday and Sunday evening classes at the Latcham Centre in 
Port Perry. He even offers all interested participants four free classes 
to get a feel for the sport before deciding whether it is something they 

wish to pursue. Anyone wishing more information about the club 
are invited to drop by one of their sessions. 
 With a number of exciting upcoming events planned for the year, 
including two tournaments in Toronto and a junior competition in 
Oshawa, registrants have plenty to look forward to. And in June, as 
the concluding event of the year, all members can participate in the 
annual “Karate Training Camp Weekend” at Wasaga Beach. 
 This past year’s event was an absolute success, bringing family 
and friends together to both watch and participate in three all-ages 
karate sessions on the beach. Port Perry Wado Kai even brought 
home the trophy for ‘Best Camp Attendance,’ while their senior 
instructor, Sensei Frank Murphy, 3rd Dan, received the ‘Shintani 
Award.’ 
 As an activity that seems to transcend generations and promote a 
greater well-being, karate is a wonderful sport for the entire family 
to enjoy together.  

by Christina Coughlin

Frank Murphy won the Shintani Award for 2007 in recognition of sincerity, 
dedication and humilty. He is seen here with Ron Ruskay, head instructor 
of Port Perry Wado Kai.

Three decades of 
Karate instruction

Family sport transcends generations
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	 The	Borelians	Community	Theatre’s	first	production	of	the	new	
season,	Alice	 In	Wonderland	goes	on	stage	 this	month	at	Town	
Hall	1873	in	Port	Perry.
	 The	 Borelians	 are	 presenting	 the	 Eva	 La	 Gallienne/Florida	
Friebus	 adaption	 of	 Lewis	 Carroll’s	 Alice	 In	 Wonderland	 and	
Through	The	Looking	Glass.
	 	Originally	written	in	1932	and	revised	in	1947,	this	version	was	
last	seen	on	Broadway	in	1984	with	a	celebrity-studded	cast		which	
included	Richard	&	Kate	Burton.	
	 The	 Borelians’	 production	 of	 Alice	 In	 Wonderland	 is	 a	 clas-
sic	fantasy,	featuring	a	cast	of	33	adults	and	children	drawn	from	
across	Durham,	with	many	familiar	Borelians	portraying	the	many	
characters	of	the	story,	including	Michael	Serres	as	The	Mad	Hat-
ter/Humpty	Dumpty,	Aidan	Serres	as	the	Cheshire	Cat,	Andy	Wil-
liamson	as	the	King	of	Hearts,	and	Howard	Linscott	as	the	White	
Knight.	
	 The	role	of	Alice	is	being	shared	by	newcomer	Shelby	Cunliffe	
(Oshawa Little Theatre Youth Group)	 and	Borelian	Marisa	DeS-
ouza.	
	 Other	notable	characters	are	Joe	Bezubiak	as	the	Mock	Turtle,	
Graeme	Melcher	as	the	Gryphon,	Breanne	Twining	as	the	White	
Rabbit,	Keegan	Serres	as	the	Caterpillar,	Trish	Blackburn	as	the	
Queen	of	Hearts	and	Marg	Partington	and	Cait	Thompson	as	the	
White	and	Red	Queens.
	 A	 talented	 artistic	 team,	 including	 director	 Carey	 Nicholson,	
music	director	Kevin	Drennan	and	production	designer	Jennifer	
Hardie	will	bring	Alice’s	whimsy	and	charm	to	life	through	fanciful	
staging,	movement,	songs	and	costumes.	Visually	delightful	and	
full	of	Lewis	Carroll’s	prose	and	poetry,	Alice	is	a	production	that	
is	sure	to	enchant	the	whole	family!
	 Alice	 In	Wonderland	will	be	performed	at	8	pm,	Thursday	 to	
Saturday	evenings,	October	18	-	20	and	25	-	27,	with	2	pm	matinees	
on	Saturdays.	
	 Tickets	 for	 Alice	 In	 Wonderland	 are	 available	 at	 Henshall’s	
Clothiers,	Port	Perry	(905	985-1965),	toll	free	at	1	866-808-2006,	or	
online	at	www.starticketing.com.	
	 The	Borelians	are	also	sponsors	of	EyeGo	to	 the	Arts	(www.
eyego.org)	 offering	 reduced	 ticket	 prices	 for	 high	 school	 stu-
dents.	
	 For	more	information	on	Alice	in	Wonderland	or	the	Borelians,	
please	visit	www.borelians.org.	

Borelians ready for October 
production of the beloved  
classic ‘Alice In Wonderland’
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he’s	already	beginning	to	think	about	next	year.
	 Mike	has	two	objectives	for	next	season.	One	is	to	compete	in	the	
“Open	Men’s”	division,	where	he	would	be	competing	against	all	the	
best	skiers,	regardless	of	age.		And	he’d	also	like	to	compete	at	the	
“Junior	Masters”	event	at	Calloway	Gardens	in	Georgia	next	May.
	 As	if	those	goals	aren’t	lofty	enough,	Mike	already	has	his	sights	
set	on	one	more	target.	Should	slalom	skiing	become	an	Olympic	
event	in	time	for	the	2012	Olympics,	Mike	says	he’d	like	to	be	on	the	
Canadian		team.	“I	will	train	with	that	as	my	goal,”	he	said.
	 Currently	Mike	is	rated	No.	1	in	Canada	for	the	“Boys	Three	Divi-
sion”,	for	young	men	between	the	ages	of	14-17	years	of	age.
	 Not	to	be	outdone	by	his	son,	Dave	continues	to	train	and	he	com-
petes	in	most	of	the	same	events	that	his	son	enters.
	 Once	again	this	summer	he’s	proven	his	skills	winning	gold	med-
als	in	both	the	Provincial	and	National	championships.	Dave	first	set	
a	new	Canadian	“Men’s	Five”	slalom	record	in	2006,	then	broke	his	
own	record	twice	during	this	past	summer.
	 Both	Mike	and	Dave	train	from	early	summer	to	late	fall.	Early	in	
their	careers,	they	trained	on	a	course	set	up	on	Lake	Scugog,	just	
south	of	Westshore	Marina.	 	They	have	since	set	up	a	course	 for	
training	near	the	family	cottage	at	Buckhorn.
	 “On	 average	 we	 are	 out	 on	 the	 course	 practising	 three	 or	 four	
times	a	week	during	the	summer”	Dave	says.	
	 For	now,	Mike	 is	 attending	his	Grade	12	classes	at	Port	Perry	
High	School,	but	he’s	 looking	 forward	to	 the	end	of	 the	semester	
when	he’ll	travel	to	Florida	to	spend	the	the	next	five	months	honing	
his	slalom	skills.	While	there,	he	will	be	working	on	an	exotic	bird	
farm	when	not	flying	across	the	water	training	for	the	next	season	of	
racing.

By J. Peter Hvidsten

The golden boys
Continued from page 7

metres and the spring time highs of around 
250.06 metres.
 To Lake Scugog a few centimeters makes 
the difference of whether we can get out our 
boats, navigate without damaging our propel-
lors or enjoy a picturesque lake shore.
 However, the Scugog watershed encom-
passes 533.7 square kilometers. Even a 
moderate amount of rain and snow over the 
winter should bring plenty of water to ensure 
our beautiful lake level comes back to normal 
next year if the dam is managed well.
 Over the years, Lake Scugog has suffered 
through many droughts as bad as this one 
and mean lake level is still not as low as it 
has been at times in the past.

by Barbara Karthein, 
Scugog Lake Stewards

Continued from page 3

Scugog at lowest level in 20 years

Many boaters have experienced situations as shown here, with their boats sitting stuck in the mud.

METRIC CONVERSIONS
Following are the approximate figures when  
converted from metric into feet and inches.

• 250 meters equals  - 820 ft., 2.5 in.
• 249.655 meters equals  - 819 ft., 1.0 in. 
• 250.06 meters equals  - 820 ft., 5.0 in.

Note: Based on these calculations Scugog is 
about 14” lower than the set navigation level.
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	 Marg	Snider-McGrath	is	passionate	about	
the	efforts	that	have	gone	into	the	Reflection	
Park	project	located	on	Queen	Street	in	the	
heart	of	Port	Perry.
	 What	 started	 as	 an	 initiative	 to	 make	
Prince	 Albert’s	 history	 students	 connect	
with	the	past,	“a	way	to	make	it	more	real	for	
them”	says	Marg,	blossomed	to	include	not	
only	those	history	students	but	every	single	
child	 from	 JK	 to	 grade	 eight	 in	 9	 schools	
across	Scugog	Township.
	 Chances	are	if	your	child	was	enrolled	in	
an	 elementary	 school	 between	 November	
2006	 and	 June	 2007,	 they	 were	 a	 first-hand	
contributor	 in	 this	 local	 historical	 commu-
nity	event.
	 Marg’s	vision	of	 the	memorial	park,	was	
as	 a	 place	 to	 “reflect	 on	 the	 people	 who	
fought	to	make	our	world	as	it	 is	today,	but	
also	think	of	the	future.”	
	 This	vision	has	been	transposed	from	con-

cept	to	reality	under	the	creative	direction	of	
Bonnie	Thomson,	a	local	mosaic	artist.	She	
has	been	responsible	for	guiding	over	2,000	
children	in	the	creation	of	a	pebble	mosaic	to	
be	interpreted	as	a	dried	riverbed.			
	 The	children’s	role	in	this	project	was	im-
perative.	The	kids,	in	particular	from	grades	
7	and	8,	quite	often	get	a	bad	wrap,	which	in	
Marg’s	experience,	is	most	unfortunate.		
	 She	goes	on	to	say,		“they	have	so	many	
great	 ideas	and	I	 thought	I’d	really	 like	 the	
community	 to	 see	 that	 kids	 do	 care,	 they	
care	about	their	community”.		
	 Reflection	 Park	 is	 the	 kind	 of	 hands-on	
project	that	can,	through	active	contribution,	
plant	 the	seed	of	positive	citizenship	within	
the	youth	of	Scugog.
	 Unforeseen	setbacks,	financial	struggles	
and	varied	obstacles	are	to	blame	for	Reflec-
tion	Park’s	production	pace	but	construction	
has	 managed	 to	 progress,	 albeit	 slowly	 at	

times,	towards	its	inevitable	completion.
	 “Bonnie	and	I	have	often	said	our	hope	is	
that	 as	 these	 kids	 get	 older	 they	 will	 bring	
their	kids	and	grandkids	back	to	the	park	to	
say,	I	worked	on	this”	Marg	explains.	
	 The	spirit	and	pride	of	the	community	to-
wards	this	undertaking	is	unmistakable	and	
will	continue	to	live	on	long	after	its	final	un-
veiling.	However	there	is	still	a	lot	to	achieve,	
including	 more	 landscaping	 representative	
of	 the	 nine	 participant	 schools,	 plaques,	
benches	and	trash	containers,	just	to	name	a	
few.		
	 The	 elementary	 schools	 are	 well	 aware	
of	Reflection	Park,	especially	in	the	last	year	
with	their	active	participation	in	the	project.	
But	 Marg	 says	 it’s	 the	 local	 residents,	 the	
general	 public	 that	 need	 to	 be	 acquainted	
with	this	new	addition	to	their	downtown	and	
the	benefits	that	accompany	it.	

	

Marg Snider-McGrath’s dream inches closer to reality

Reflection Park
Marg Snider-McGrath, centre, is seen here flanked by a few of the more than 2,000 students who took part in the creation of  

Reflection Park in downtown Port Perry. To her left are Ally and Ryan Jobe and to her right Heather and Brent Barnes.

Please turn to page 15
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Reflection	Park	is	designed	to	become	a	central	rest	stop	for	tourists	
and	 locals,	a	new	venue	and	staging	area	 to	showcase	 the	 likes	of	
theatre	groups,	Art	in	the	Park,	folk	festivals	and	music	not	to	men-
tion	a	great	place	 for	educators	 to	 teach	their	students	about	civic	
duty	and	Remembrance	Day.
	 The	students	who	started	on	this	journey	with	Marg	four	years	
ago,	are	now	 in	grade	12	and	with	her	ever-positive	outlook	Marg	
likens	this	journey	with	her	favourite	research	project	analogy	of	an	
iceberg.	
	 The	visible	tip	represents	a	small	portion	of	the	entire	iceberg	and	
would	not	exist	if	it	were	not	for	what’s	underneath,	supporting	it.		
	 “For	the	last	four	years	this	is	where	we’ve	been	and	we’ve	been	
getting	closer	to	the	surface,	but	now	we’ve	broken	through,	and	we	
need	the	community	to	help	us	get	to	the	tip	of	the	iceberg	because	
we’re	so	close…”	says	Marg.		
	 She	feels	in	order	to	keep	the	park	from	standing	stagnant,	the	
support	of	Scugog	residents	will	become	essential,	and	anticipates	
future	fundraising	efforts	to	complete	the	project.
	 Marg	is	 in	effect	cultivating	the	concept	that	each	person	plays	
a	role	within	a	community	and	it	is	by	working	together	that	great	
things	can	be	achieved	and	limitations	overcome.
	 Reflection	Park	is	a	fitting	memorial,	bridging	one	person’s	vision	to	
honour	the	past	with	the	collective	efforts	of	our	future,	the	children.	
	 Anyone	interested	in	learning	about	the	Reflection	Park	project	
can	get	more	information	at:	reflectionparkportperry@hotmail.com	
-	or	at	Meta4	Contemporary	Craft	Gallery	on	Queen	St.,	Port	Perry.

By Chris DeClute

Marg Snider-McGrath’s dream inches closer to reality

Reflection Park

Continued from page 14

More	than	2,000	students
take	part	in	park	project



16  FOCUS - OCTOBER 2007   focus@observerpub.ca

	 It’s	 hard	 to	 resist	 the	 adorable	 puppy	
faces	 of	 mother	 and	 daughter	 Yorkshire	
Terriers	Abby	and	Hailey	as	they	cuddle	up	
together	 in	 the	 bright	 sunshine.	 This	 duo	
of	friendly	pups	is	the	latest	addition	to	the	
family	of	orphan	dogs	at	The	Animal	Guard-
ian	Society	(TAGS),	and	they	couldn’t	be	a	
more	 picture	 perfect	 example	 of	 canine	
bliss.	
	 It	 has	 been	 20	 years	 of	 hard	 work	 and	
endless	determination	for	the	volunteers	at		
The	 Animal	 Guardian	 Society	 (TAGS)	 –	 a	
non-profit	 charitable	 dog	 rescue	 organiza-
tion	that	places	dogs	in	foster	care	until	per-
manent,	loving	homes	can	be	found.	
	 Envisioning	 the	 building	 of	 a	 safe	 and	
nurturing	environment	for	dogs	to	take	up	
shelter,	Kathy	Asling	founded	the	organiza-
tion	in	1987	with	
great	 optimism	
for	its	potential.	
	 H o w e v e r ,	
time	 has	 proved	
that	 as	 the	 lack	
of	 public	 knowl-
edge	 and	 interest	 towards	 the	 issue	 re-
mains	 unchanged,	 building	 a	 haven	 for	
homeless	dogs	can	be	nothing	more	than	a	
dream.	Until	proper	financial	and	voluntary	
support	is	offered,	the	organization	contin-
ues	 to	 rely	 on	 temporary	 foster	 homes	 to	
provide	 the	 care	 and	 affection	 these	 dogs	
need	to	survive.	
	 Among	 the	 many	 dogs	 up	 for	 adop-
tion,	 Jake	 and	 Brandy	 are	 two	 adorable	
and	 healthy	 miniature	 schnauzers	 who	
have	been	placed	in	foster	care	after	being	
dropped	off	by	their	owner,	who	could	not	
provide	 them	 with	 the	 minor	 dental	 care	
they	require.	Gentle	and	good	natured,	to-
gether,	 they	 would	 be	 a	 great	 addition	 to	
any	home	–	even	a	young	family.	
	 “We	really	 take	 the	 time	to	ensure	 that	
the	 dogs	 and	 their	 potential	 owners	 are	
compatible	 with	 one	 another,”	 explains	
TAGS	 event	 coordinator	 and	 volunteer	
Emilie	Gassien.	
	 “We	 conduct	 a	 home	 visit,	 where	 we	

b r i n g	
the	 dog	
to	 inter-
act	 with	
their	 pos-
sible	adop-
ters	and	we	
also	do	a	 tri-
al	visit,	where	
the	 dog	 will	
come	 and	 stay	
with	 the	 interested	
adopter	 for	 up	 to	 a	
week.	We	provide	crates,	
food,	bowls	and	leashes	and	
at	any	point	the	dog	can	be	picked	
up	and	brought	back	to	foster	care.”
	 Emilie	also	adds	that	all	dogs	have	been	

spayed/neutered,	 micro-
chipped,	 come	 with	 up-
to-date	 shots	 and	 pet	 in-
surance	 and	 an	 included	
eight	 week	 obedience	
class	with	Kathy.	
	 Also,	 they	 are	

completely	 covered	 for	 food	 and	 medical	
needs	by	TAGS.		
	 As	 an	 organization	 that	 depends	 solely	
on	 donations	 made	 from	 the	 public,	 the	
volunteers	at	TAGS	are	encouraging	you	to	
lend	your	support.	Their	
annual	 Cornroast	 and	
Barbeque	 Fundraiser	
was	 held	 in	 September	
and,	 as	 always,	 drew	 to-
gether	 crowds	 of	 animal	
lovers	 for	 a	 day	 of	 cel-
ebration.	
	 Every	year,	the	day	is	filled	with	plenty	
of	 fun,	 doggy-friendly	 activities,	 such	 as	
scavenger	 hunts	 and	 wiener-eating	 con-
tests,	and	of	course,	it	includes	a	delicious	
feast	of	classic	barbeque	foods.	
	 Dogs	are	in	absolute	heaven	as	they	are	
granted	 full	 run	 of	 a	 fenced-in,	 one	 acre	
property,	 while	 their	 human	 companions	
always	enjoy	 the	 interesting	 items	offered	
up	during	the	silent	auction.	

	

Also	up	
and	 com-

ing	is	TAGS	
H a l l o w e e n	

themed	 walkathon	
in	 October	 supporting	

their	 “Trixie	 Fund,”	 which	 ben-
efits	older	dogs	in	need	of	careful	medical	
attention.	For	information	on	this	event	and	
more,	 visit	 their	 website	 at	 www.animal-
guardian.org.		
	 As	always,	the	organization	is	looking	for	
volunteers	to	help	out	with	the	many	tasks	
that	 are	 required	 to	 assist	 with	 adoption	
processes	 and	 fundraising	 events.	 If	 you	
have	 any	 interest	 in	 helping	 out	 with	 the	
event	or	volunteering	for	the	organization,	
be	sure	to	call	TAGS	today.	More	than	any-
thing,	if	you	think	you	can	provide	a	loving	
and	protective	home	 for	Jake	and	Brandy,	

Abby	 and	 Hailey,	
or	 any	 of	 their	
other	 canine	
friends	 living	 in	
foster	 homes,	
give	 them	 a	 call.	
With	 your	 sup-

port,	The	Animal	Guardian	Society	can	con-
tinue	to	make	a	difference	for	the	countless	
dogs	in	need	of	a	second	chance	at	life.

By Christina Coughlin

PICTURE: Volunteer and devoted animal 
lover, Emilie Gassien, holds TAGS recent 
foster additions Abby and Hailey. Both 
mother and daughter Yorkshire Terriers are 
looking for a caring owner and a place to 
call home. 

The Animal Guard  
Society supports  
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 fenced-in one acre property

TAGS



 There is one fork left out of BOTH cutlery drawers.  Sock avail-
ability is at an all time low and it’s looking sparse in the fridge. 
Hmmmm…let’s get a cat!!!
 I truly believe people experience temporary moments of - for 
lack of a better word - craziness.  A moment when the actual real-
ity of your life is temporarily suspended in your immediate memory 
and within that split second a seed is planted.  For me it was get-
ting a cat.
 We have friends on Chandler Road who had a bunch of kit-
tens – barn cats, fine.  Over time and regular exposure something 
weakened in my dog favouring personality and now, yes we have 
a kitten (Boots). 
 This kitten is OODLES of fun!  
 Boots likes to pounce across my keyboard to attack the mouse 
pointer on the screen (I actually had to write this section twice due 
to involuntary deletion by you know who!).
 Boots likes to attack our dog’s tail (150 lb malamute mix); this 
begins a chain reaction of mentalness around here with both ani-
mals running the marathon mile... difficult on wood floors. 
 It’s ok, really, I would go so far as to say it’s amusing BUT there 
are some things I was unaware of with cats. Did you know cats 
like to wake up at 3:30 in the morning, hunt you down and:
 - Attack your toe if it’s sticking out?
 - Groom your head???
 - Play with you fingers and chew on your rings?
 - Sit on your neck?
 Honestly the list goes on and on and quite frankly I am not 
OVERLY enthusiastic at that time in the morning and have no in-
terest in sharing my neck real estate with anyone... ever. Sooooo, 
you devise ways to gently urge the kitten not to use you as a tree 
and climb you just because you are close to it and standing still.  
 There’s the water bottle, very effective to chase the little bugger 
out of my fern and off the kitchen table (kinda fun too) but I don’t 
abuse this device.
 There’s the trampoline, a quick foot flick from underneath the 
covers will send kitty up about a foot in the air and temporarily 
relieve its attack on your sleeping body parts (pretty darn funny to 
watch the aerial act!). 
 Aren’t cats supposed to be mellow, solitary creatures with scat-
tered moments of patting requirements? Is it possible that I man-
aged to pick the only cat in the world with dog-like tendencies?
 Now I know this sounds whiny but truth be told we are all really 
enjoying this new experience. Mornings have taken on a whole 
new urgency and it has nothing to with MY mandatory coffee re-
quirement. 
 Waking up is easy with the cat on my head, the dog tap danc-
ing urgently on the landing and the fish circling frantically in it’s 
bowl all anxiously awaiting breakfast, but that’s ok - I like it.     
 Did I really need another animal to clean up after, another 
chore? Not really, but I wouldn’t change a thing. Yes the house is 
in shambles and we are eating leftovers with our fingers and wear-
ing mismatched socks. Things could be worse.
  And NO, we’re not getting a hamster! 

Kitty Kaos

by Chris DeClute

FOCUS - OCTOBER 2007  17   website: www.focusonscugog.com



18  FOCUS - OCTOBER 2007   focus@observerpub.ca

		 Trish	Holman-Bender	and	Pat	Sparling	spend	
a	 lot	 of	 time	 together	 these	 days	 discussing	 a	
shared	heritage.	They	both	live	in	Prince	Albert	
homes	built	by	Trish’s	ancestors.
	 		James	Holman	was	one	of	ten	children	of	Rev.	
Joseph	Holman	and	his	wife	Rebecca	Symons.		
The	Holmans	came	from	Cornwall,	England	to	
settle	in	Haldimand	Township	in	1831.		
		 	 	James	attended	the	First	Baptist	Church	in	
Grafton.	Here	he	met	and	fell	in	love	with	Sabra	
Unger	and	the	couple	agreed	to	marry	and	to	
settle	in	Reach	Township.
				Before	their	marriage,	James	made	his	way	
to	Prince	Albert	 to	work	as	a	wagon	and	car-
riage	 maker.	 In	 his	 spare	 time	 he	 looked	 for	
some	property	on	which	to	build	a	house	while	
Sabra	stayed	in	Haldimand	Township.	
				He	eventually	bought	an	acre	lot	on	the	east	
side	of	what	is	now	Old	Simcoe	Road	and	just	
south	of	King	Street.
	 	 During	 that	 time	 the	 young	 couple	 ex-
changed	letters.	Some	of	this	correspondence	
has	survived	and	is	now	treasured	by	James	

and	Sabra’s	great-great-granddaughter	Trish	Hol-
man-Bender.	
	 James’	letters	are	surprisingly	romantic	for	this	
supposedly	stoic	Victorian	period.	On	November	
10,	 1844	he	wrote	 “…I	 seem	 to	have	you	 in	 my	
arms	 sometimes	 but	 I	 think	 if	 I	 had	 you	 now	 I	
should	squeeze	you	rather	hard	my	dear.	If	only	I	
could	have	one	kiss	from	your	lips	it	would	do	my	
heart	good.”
	 He	continued	his	love	letters	to	Sabra	on	a	reg-
ular	basis	and	on	July	6,	1845	he	wrote,	“…very	
often	I	place	myself	as	if	I	had	you	in	my	arms	and	
then	feel	the	chills	of	affection	run	over	me.”
	 His	letters	always	closed	with	romantic	yearn-
ings	 for	 her.	 Sabra’s	 replies,	 however,	 seem	 re-
markably	unromantic.	She	gave	accounts	of	hap-
penings	 at	 home	 and	 in	 the	 community	 but	 the	
closest	she	could	get	to	a	semblance	of	affection	
was	to	conclude	her	correspondence	with	“to	my	
True	Friend.”
	 In	his	correspondence	James	had	given	prog-
ress	reports	on	the	building	of	the	gothic	styled	

This Old
   House

James Holman’s 1845 love letters describe 
construction of his home in Prince Albert

Please turn to next pageDave and Pat Sparling
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home,	naming	 the	builder	Gleason.	 	He	also	mentions	 the	post-	
master	James	Leitch.
	 By	November	9,	1845	he	reported	that	 the	house	was	almost	
finished,	but	“…I	can’t	get	the	mason	to	plaster	it	for	me	this	fall.	
It	is	almost	finished	otherwise	so	it	will	be	comfortable	anyhow.”		
	 Sabra	married	her	“true	friend”	on	January	1,	1846.		The	happy	
couple	made	their	way	to	the	house	that	James	had	built	in	Prince	
Albert.	He	later	built	his	own	wagon	workshop	on	the	property.	
		 	In	their	Old	Simcoe	Road	home	the	Holmans	lived	comfortably	
and	started	 their	own	family.	 	 In	1850	Sabra	gave	birth	 to	a	son	
James	Corsham	Holman.
	 When	young	James	had	grown	to	maturity	he	bought	property	
immediately	to	the	south	and	built	his	home	there	 in	the	1870s.		
This	home	 is	now	13815	Old	Simcoe	Road	and	has	remained	 in	
the	Holman	family.	Trish,	young	James’	great	granddaughter,	lives	
here	with	her	husband	Al	Bender.
	 The	home	of	James	and	Sabra	at	13855	Old	Simcoe	Road	stayed	
in	 the	Holman	family	until	 the	1960s	and	was	eventually	bought	
by	Dave	Sparling.	Dave	and	his	wife	Pat	have	restored	the	home,	
maintaining	many	of	the	original	features.	
	 As	befitted	comfortable	homes	of	the	period	it	has	ten	foot	ceil-
ings	and	generous	baseboards	and	abounds	with	pine	throughout.	
This	has	all	been	faithfully	restored	by	Dave	and	Pat.	
			 	Letters	and	photos	of	the	Holman	family	provide	the	basis	of	
hours	of	leisure	time	discussing	a	past	which	she	now	shares	with	
Dave	and	Pat	Sparling.	That	shared	past	is	also	an	important	part	
of	our	community’s	heritage.

This Old House
Continued from previous page
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	 After	 being	 named	 to	 the	 Mayor’s	
Honour	 Roll	 earlier	 this	 year	 for	 his	
commitment	 to	 teaching	 his	 students	
the	 value	 of	 community	 engagement,	
David	Robinson	was	quick	to	point	out	
he	was	just	doing	his	job.
	 “As	a	teacher,	I	want	to	focus	on	giv-
ing	my	students	a	good	experience	in	
Grade	10	before	I	lose	them,”	he	says.	
	 It	 was	 this	 desire	 to	 teach	 his	 stu-
dents	 that	 became	 the	 genesis	 of	
Dave’s	 business	 classes’	 involvement.	
Around	 1994,	 government	 funding	
established	a	program	for	students	at	
risk.
	 In	order	to	hold	their	attention	and	
interest,	Dave	arranged	for	the	group	
to	organize	that	year’s	Santa	Claus	pa-
rade	with	the	Chamber	of	Commerce.	
“Companies	got	involved	and	the	kids	
could	 put	 their	 volunteer	 efforts	 and	
life	 experiences	 on	 their	 resumes	
along	with	their	grades.”
				The	history	trips	originated	by	less	
conventional	means.	In	1992,	Dave	vis-
ited	125	communities	across	Canada	as	
National	President	when	the	Kinsmen	
Club	of	Canada	created	 the	 ‘Proud	 to	
be	 Canadian’	 Tour.	 This	 govern-
ment-sponsored	 initiative	 placed	
flags	 in	 the	 hands	 of	 many	 Ca-
nadians,	 inspired	 our	 Olympic	
uniforms	 (hence	 Roots	 wear)	
that	year	and	captured	 the	Ca-
nadian	 imagination	 in	 a	 surge	
of	national	spirit.	
	 Trips	to	Juno	Beach,	Hong	
Kong	 and	 the	 latest	 to	 Vimy	
Ridge	(2007)	have	brought	Ca-
nadian	history	to	life	for	many	
young	people.
	 	“Of	course	I’m	honoured	to	
have	my	community	recognize	
my	 work,	 but	 the	 true	 honour	
is	 to	 share	 with	 students	 that	
magical	moment	when	the	facts	
sink	in.	I	get	to	be	part	of	their	
‘get-it’	 moment	 thousands	 of	
times,”	 Dave	 explains.	 The	
Vimy	 Ridge	 event	 drew	 stu-
dents	from	the	inner-city	

as	well	as	a	busload	from	the	Yukon.
	 “My	 great	 disappointment	 was	 for	
those	 students	 who	 stood	 waiting	 for	
four	 hours	 to	 not	 even	 be	 acknowl-
edged	by	their	Prime	Minister	for	their	
contribution	to	the	event,”	says	Dave.
	 “But	they	made	the	highlights:	the	
ceremony	 with	 student	 readings	 and	
a	 wreath-laying	 accompanied	 by	 the	
Highland	Creek	Pipes	&	Drums	play-
ing	Amazing	Grace	and	the	parade	of	
5,000	students	 ‘over	 the	hill’	 (2,500	of	
which	were	Dave’s)	bearing	the	Vimy	
flag	(the	Peace	Tower	flag).”	
	 Peter	 Mansbridge	 of	 CBC	 said	
that	 in	 all	 his	 years	 of	 broadcasting,	
he’d	never	seen	anything	like	that	dis-
play.	And	Port	Perry	students	 led	the	
march.
	 With	 the	 next	 trip,	 to	 Ortona,	
Italy	 in	 the	 wings	 for	 November	
2008,	 Dave	 is	 determined	 to	 expose	
students	 to	 more	 Canadian	 war	 ef-
forts,	 and	 to	 show	 Veterans	 that	 “the	
forgotten	 battle	 is	 not	 forgotten”.		

	
	
	
	

HANDS-ON LEARNING
Dave	Robinson	sets	sights	on	taking

6,000	students	to	Ortona,	Italy	

“What makes th
is happen isn’t me,

    it’
s about the kids”...	Dave	Robinson

Please turn to ‘Ortona” on page 21

Vimy Memorial
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HANDS-ON LEARNING
				 During	this	organizational	stage,	Dave	will	be	visiting	schools	
across	 the	 country	 (Manitoba,	 Alberta,	 PEI,	 Newfoundland).	 It	
takes	 two	years	 to	plan	each	 trip	 and	 this	 time	entails	meetings	
with	Vatican	officials.
	 “What	 makes	 this	 happen	 isn’t	 me;	 it’s	 about	 the	 kids,”	 he	
says.	
	 For	Ortona,	6,000	students	will	each	be	matched	with	a	Cana-
dian	 soldier	 that	 died.	 Each	 student	 will	 trace	 three	 handprints	
across	a	fabric	square.	They	will	personalize	the	centre	one	with	
their	own	names	and	artwork.	The	left	one	will	be	filled	in	by	stu-
dents	with	information	researched	about	a	Canadian	fallen	soldier	
(at	Ortona).	Then	the	right	print	will	be	personalized	by	a	Cana-
dian	soldier	stationed	in	Afghanistan.	
	 These	squares	will	be	assembled	around	the	Peace	Tower	flag	
(at	centre	square)	and	the	giant	quilt	will	be	paraded	during	the	
Ortona	ceremonies.	The	quilt	will	then	return	to	hang	in	the	Cana-
dian	War	Museum.	
	 Details	 about	 the	 trip	 are	 available	 at	 the	 Grenadier	 in	 Port	
Perry.	If	adults	are	interested	in	accompanying	the	students,	they	
will	be	treated	to	an	additional	vineyard	tour	as	well	as	a	Tuscan	
cooking	class.	
	 “It’s	 very	 gratifying	 to	 see	 parents	 sit	 with	 their	 kids	 and	 re-
search	history	 that	 they	were	never	 taught	back	 then,”	explains	
Dave.	
	 “And	because	the	kids	do	so	much	of	the	work,	my	life	has	re-
ally	been	what	Forrest	Gump	called	‘a	box	of	chocolates’.	
	 Every	day	is	new	and	different.”

By Barbara Hunt

Continued from page 20

P FEBRUARY - Local residents turned out in hundreds 
to welcome Port Perry skating stars Anna Forder and 
Richard Stephens on their return from the Canadian 
Senior Skating Championships where they placed third. 
Also welcomed was David Porter, who won third place in 
the Canadian Novice Dance Championship with partner 
Janet D’Altroy.

P APRIL - By a majority of only one vote, residents of 
Scugog Township approved the sale of liquor under a 
dining room licence. The licence allows for the consump-
tion of liquor with meals on a licensed premise.

P MAY - The historic old grandstand at the Port Per-
ry Fair Grounds was completely destroyed by fire. The 
cause was suspected to have been kids playing with 
firecrackers.

P JULY - Debbie Griffen (now Jones) was chosen Cen-
tennial Queen during Port Perry’s Centennial celebra-
tions held on July 1, and construction got underway on 
the new road between Manchester and the Oshawa 
Road. 

P SEPTEMBER - Emmerson Insurance Agency Lim-
ited celebrated 50 years of business in Port Perry. 

P OCTOBER - Former Lt. Gov. J. Keiler Mackay and 
his wife were patrons of the Centennial Ball held by Port 
Perry Hospital Ladies Auxiliary. Four hundred and fifty 
persons attended raising $1,100.00 for the hospital.

P NOVEMBER - Construction of a new plant for Fla-
mingo Pastries Limited was started on Old Simcoe Rd. 
by Ken Jackson. When completed the plant is expected 
to employ 75 to l00 persons.

P DECEMBER - All members of Scugog Island Town-
ship council were returned in the December election. 
Reeve Victor Aldred and Deputy-Reeve Joe Dowson by 
acclamation and the councillors Mrs. June Crozier, Glen 
Demara, and Mrs. Grace Love by election.

P DECEMBER - In Cartwright Twp. Reeve Merrill Van 
Camp was defeated by Lawrence Malcolm in a two-way 
election. Councillors elected were Vernon Asselstine, 
Gordon Gettins and Osmond Wright.

Members of Port Perry Council for the year 1967. Front left, Bruce 
Beare, Reeve J.J. Gibson, Irving Boyd.  Back left, Jack Raines, 
clerk, and councillor Phil Orde.

THE YEAR WAS 1967

GOURDS
A new shipment has arrived!
Great for artists & crafters!

Also a good selection of

BIRDHOUSES
FEEDERS • PLANTERS
Great	Selection		-			Great	Prices

Drop by for a visit

BIRDHOUSE WILLY
15173 Simcoe St. Port Perry

905-985-7239Bi
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Group	heading	for	Ortona
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	 The	Port	Perry	Hospital	needs	your	sup-
port	in	obtaining	a	CAT	Scan.	
	 Operation Hospital Watch, a	Scugog	volun-
teer	organization,	 is	hoping	 that	 the	general	
public	will	make	sure	their	candidates	in	the	
coming	 provincial	 election	 are	 aware	 of	 the	
need	and	will	support	the	acquisition	of	a	CAT		
Scan	for	the	local	Hospital.
	 A	 CAT	 Scan	 can	 diagnose	 disorders	 in	
many	parts	of	 the	body	 including	 the	 lungs,	
digestive	system	and	the	brain.	It	can	be	very	
useful	for	emergencies,	especially	for	strokes	
and	 severe	 head	 injuries.	 It	 is	 an	 important	
tool	in	diagnosing	patients	for	acute	care.
	 Doctors	 have	 found	 that	 in	 emergencies	
such	 as	 heart	 attacks,	 strokes,	 severe	 acci-
dents	or	even	having	a	baby,	one	of	the	most	
critical	periods	is	the	time	taken	to	get	to	the	
closest	hospital	for	correct	diagnosis.

	 For	 instance,	 a	 patient	 with	 a	 stroke	 can	
be	given	clot	dissolving	medication	if	they	are	
diagnosed	within	three	hours.	However	a	CT	
scan	must	be	carried	 out	 to	 ensure	 that	 the	
condition	is	a	clot	and	not	 internal	bleeding,	
as	 clot	 dissolving	 medication	 can	 cause	 fur-
ther	damage	or	even	death	 to	a	patient	with	
internal	bleeding.
	 “Having	 a	 CT	 available	 for	 this	 kind	 of	
rapid	and	accurate	diagnosis	will,	in	the	near	
future,	 be	 the	 expected	 standard	 care,”	 said	
Dr.	John	Stewart	of	Port	Perry.
	 Several	 cases	 have	 arisen	 where	 trauma	
patients	 arriving	 at	 the	 Port	 Perry	 hospital	
have	been	sent	to	Oshawa	or	elsewhere	for	a	
CT	and	have	received	treatment	too	late.
	 Another	 factor	raising	concern	 is	 the	use	
of	hospital	staff.		
	 If	 a	 patient	 has	 to	 be	 sent	 to	 Oshawa	 by	

ambulance	for	a	CT	the	patient	has	to	be	ac-
companied	by	a	nurse	and	sometimes	a	doc-
tor.	 This	 means	 that	 critical	 staff	 are	 taken	
away	from	their	duties	at	Port	Perry.	Dr.	Sue	
Sheppherd	 says,	 early	 diagnosis	 is	 essential	
in	 the	effective	 treatment	of	strokes	and	the	
most	accurate	and	fastest	diagnosis	for	treat-
ment	is	made	through	the	CT.
	 Dr.	Bill	Cohoon	stated	“the	community	is	
making	a	great	effort	to	raise	funds	to	provide	
this	most	essential	piece	of	equipment	to	en-
hance	 care	 access	 in	 our	 own	 hospital,	 now	
we	need	political	support	to	make	sure	that	it	
happens.”
	 Operation Hospital Watch	 is	 requesting	
that	 those	 attending	 candidate	 meetings	 for	
the	upcoming	provincial	elections	make	sure	
the	candidates	are	aware	of	this	need.	
	 By Paul Arculus

Hospital	presses	for	political	support	for	CAT
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Did You Know? -  You can have 
your copies of Focus on Scugog bound 
into hard cover format to protect and 
preserve them for future? We keep 

hearing how many people save every 
copy of Focus on Scugog so we are mak-
ing binding available to anyone who has 

saved their copies.
 For more information about this ‘low cost’ service, or to see 
samples, please contact MaryAnn or Peter - 905-985-8585.

Did You Know? -  Durham Region Transit, which operates 
bus services for Scugog Twp., now provide a “one fare any-
where in Durham Region” package. For seniors this means 
for only $1.75 they can travel from one end of the region to 
the other all day long. Monthly and Multi-Ride passes are also 
available for all age groups.
 What a great service from the DRT. Now Scugog residents, no 
matter whether they are young or old, can travel throughout this 
vast region at af fordable prices.

Did You Know? -  The majority of take-out coffee cups gener-
ated by coffee shops are not recyclable. Durham Region Waste 
says most cups are made with 100 per cent virgin paper, and 
liquid-proofed with a polyethylene liner. These cups are not 
acceptable in Durham’s Green Bin composting program.
 When you think of the millions of paper cups used each year, 
it’s unfortunate cof fee chains do not opt for an environmentally 
friendly cup, more suitable to composting programs.

Did You Know? -  The Trent-Severn Waterway, which con-
trol water levels throughout the system, have daily records of 
Lake Scugog’s levels for the past 20 years. Information recent-
ly released by TSW, says Lake Scugog has never, in those two 
decades, recorded water levels lower than this year. Someone 
should be held accountable for the tens-of-thousands of dollars 
lost by Scugog Twp. businesses this past summer.
 If a recent comment by Dave Ness, TSW, saying “Scugog just 
isn’t worth it,” is an indication of their concern, no apology or 
compensation should be expected.

Did You Know? -  When the Canadian dollar reached parity 
with the US dollar on Sept. 20, 2007, that was the first time 
since November 1976, almost 31 years ago, that the two coun-
tries ‘greenbacks’ (okay we have the loonie now) were of equal 
value. At that time, on April 25, 1974 the Canadian dollar had 
reached a high of US $1.0443.
 The last time the dollar was at par with the greenback was 
Nov. 25, 1976, when Pierre Trudeau was prime minister and 
Bill Davis was premier of Ontario.

Did You Know? -  The switch to Daylight Savings Time has 
been pushed ahead one week this year. Instead of the tradi-
tional change of time the last weekend in October, it will take 
place at 2 a.m. on Sunday, November 4.
 Remember, Canada decided to follow the lead of the USA on 
this one... possibly one of ‘Dubya’s” better ideas... or was it?

DID YOU
KNOW?

A look at some of the many events in 
and around Scugog Township

What’s Up 
Scugog? 

Focus On Scugog wants to keep you informed about the events and 
activities throughout the township. Here is a listing of some of the many 
events. We welcome listings of public events from non-profit groups and 
organizations for Scugog Township. Send a brief description of your 
event by email to focus@observerpub.ca today. Deadline for the next 
issue of Focus On Scugog is October 19, 2007.

OCTOBER 6, 2007 - NIGHT SAFARI
Last chance this season to experience the roar of a lion, the blood 
curdling scream of a mountain lion and the thundering sound of  
African drummers at Northwood Exotic Animal Zoo. The Night Safari 
is a great family outing, featuring a barbecue and a great adventure 
for all ages. The event starts at 7 p.m., and don’t forget to bring your 
flashlights. For more information call 905-985-2738.

OCTOBER 13, 2007 - CARTWRIGHT FALL FESTIVAL
There will be fun for the whole family at the 8th annual  
Cartwright Fall Festival being held at the Nestleton 
Diamonds on Saturday, Oct. 13.  Enjoy the farmer’s 
market, baseball games, contests, chili cook-off, 
and live entertainment. For the kids there’s a 
jumping castle, face painting, wagon rides and 
much, much more. The fun starts at 1 p.m. Admis-
sion $8, 2-5 years $2 and under 2 free. For more  
information check out www.cartwrightfields.ca.

NOVEMBER 2, 3, 4, 2007 - SHOWCASE OF THE ARTS
The 3rd annual Showcase of the Arts, an exhibition and sale of fine 

art and fine craft by 30 professional artists, 
will be held at Scugog Community Recrea-
tion Centre, 1655 Reach St., Port Perry. It 
begins with a ‘First Night First Choice’ Open-
ing reception Friday evening, Nov. 2, from 7 
to 9 pm and continues Saturday & Sunday 
Nov 3 & 4, 10 am to 5 pm. Nominal admis-
sion charge and parking is free. The event 
is presented by Scugog Council for the Arts 
and Township of Scugog. For further infor-
mation contact info@scugogarts.ca or phone 
905-985-7418. 

NOVEMBER 2, - SCUGOG CHORAL SOCIETY CONCERT
Scugog Choral Society proudly presents the Canadian theatrical 
premiere of A. Wood’s,”THE LEGEND OF THE FLYING PIGS: A 
CHRISTMAS STORY.” Performances run from Nov. 15 to Dec. 1, 
Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 pm with Saturday matinees on 
Nov. 24 & Dec. 1 at 2 pm. This musical is a delightful, whimsical, 
heart warming production for the entire family. Tickets on sale - $20 
adults; $15 seniors (65+) and students (18 years and under) avail-
able at Henshall’s in Port Perry - 905-985-1965.

DECEMBER 1, 2 - ART AT OCALA
Featuring original paintings by members of the Port Perry Artist’s As-
sociation, who show & sell various styles of works in acrylics, oil,  
watercolour, pastel oil and mixed media. There is a free draw for a 
painting by one of these superb artists. Visit www.jeansartstudio.com 
or call 905-985-1112 for more information.
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Scugog Exposed
Historic stories and illustration reprinted from the book ‘Scugog Exposed’  by J. Peter Hvidsten

 The land mass in southern Ontario, 
which became Ontario County in 1853, 
had a brief encounter with one of the 
new world’s important early explor-
ers. The area was visited by the great 

French governor and explorer Samuel 
de Champlain in 1615.
 Champlain is reported to have 
ascended the Ottawa River, crossed 
into Lake Nipissing and descended the 
French River to Georgian Bay.
 Coasting along the bay, he reached 
the Severn River, which he followed 
through Lake Couchiching into the coun-
try of the Huron Indians.
 He agreed to join them in an attack 
on the Iroquois, south-west of Oswego 
in New York State. Passing through 
Lake Simcoe to the Talbot River, he 
reached Balsam Lake and followed the 
waters of the Trent to Lake Ontario.
 Afterwards communication with 
Lake Huron was made through Whitby 
and Reach Townships and through the 

Rouge River in Pickering Township to 
the Holland River and Lake Simcoe.

~
    Prior to 1850, Ontario County was 
part of a much larger area known as the 

Home District. This entire 
land mass at this time was 
largely primeval, dense 
forest, from Lake On-
tario northward, with few 
villages and even fewer 
settlers venturing into the 
backwoods.
    In 1851 Ontario, 
York and Peel counties 
were united for judicial 
and municipal purposes; 
but in 1852 steps were 
taken to divide this ter-
ritory and form Ontario 
County. In December 1853 
Ontario County became 
an independent county 
and was divided into two 
Ridings - North and South 
Ontario - each sending one 

member to the House of Commons, and 
one each to the Local Legislature (now 
Queen’s Park). 
    The new Ontario County 
comprised of the follow-
ing municipalities - Reach, 
Brock, Uxbridge, 
Scott, Scugog, 
Thorah, Mara and 
Rama Town-

ships and 

the incorporated villages of Port Perry, 
Uxbridge and Cannington in the north. 
The southern part of the county included 
the townships of Whitby, East Whitby, 
Pickering; the town of Whitby and village 
of Oshawa.
 Regular meetings of County Council 
were held twice yearly, in January, when 
the Warden was elected to office, and 
the second meeting in June. 
 Each municipality was entitled to 
elect a Reeve, and Deputy Reeves ac-
cording to the number of ratepayers on 
its assessment rolls. Additional Deputy 
Reeves were allowed for every 500 ad-
ditional ratepayers. In total, 32 elected 
representatives attended sessions of 
County Council in Whitby. 
 The cornerstone for the County Court 
House Building (below) was laid at 416 
Centre St. South, Whitby on June 30, 
1853. The building served from 1854 
until 1964 as a court house and the seat 
for Ontario County Council. 
 In 1967, a local Centennial project 
turned the building into a community 
centre which composed of a theatre, a 
banquet facility and the local historical 
archives.
  In 1979, the Centennial Building 
was designated as a Heritage Structure 
under the Ontario Heritage Act, and a 
Heritage Easement was registered with 

the Ontario Heritage Foundation 
in 1984, protecting the heritage 
value of both the property and 
the building. 

Illustration by Charles W. Jeffreys

The Creation of Ontario County

This article is part of a series of historical sketches featuring Scugog Township and the pioneers who settled and developed its towns and villages.   
Reprinted from the book Scugog Exposed by J. Peter Hvidsten

 Long before the Region of Durham was formed, the 
community we live in today was part of a larger area known 
as the County of Ontario. Stretching from Lake Simcoe in 
the north to Lake Ontario in the south, the County con-

sisted of 16 townships and municipalities. These 16 com-
munities, plus another three neighbouring municipalities 
were amalgamated to become the new Region of Durham 
in 1974. Following is a brief story on Scugog’s early begin-
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Cover Picture
This month’s cover - Regis 
Hanley with a Lancaster 
bomber in the background. 
Regis helped build Lancast-
ers during World War II. See 
story on page 18.
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	 Arizu	 and	 Sear	 Moulana	 couldn’t	 be	 hap-
pier	 with	 the	 news	 that	 Canadian	 soldiers	 are	
extending	 their	 stay	 in	 their	 native	 country	 of	
Afghanistan.	
	 “For	years,	our	people	could	not	find	anyone	
to	 help	 us,”	 says	 Arizu,	 her	 face	 glowing	 with	
appreciation.	 “The	 Canadians,	 Americans	 and	
Nato	countries	are	there	now.”
	 She	(Arizu)	has	just	returned	from	a	visit	to	
the	western	Afghan	city	of	Herat	where	the	cou-
ple	still	have	a	great	deal	of	family.	
	 She	 describes	 a	 renewed	 energy	 in	 the	
country.	Businesses	are	getting	healthier.	Small	
children	go	to	school	in	the	mornings	and	take	
English	classes	in	the	afternoons.	The	universi-
ties	are	open	again.
	 Both	Sear’s	and	Arizu’s	families	are	educated	
professionals	such	as	teachers,	doctors	and	en-
gineers	who	are	pleased	to	see	life	take	on	some	
semblance	of	normalcy.	“After	29	years	of	war,	
everything	 was	 down,”	 explains	 Sear.	 “Having	
the	army	of	Canada	go	to	Afghanistan	is	good.	
People	 are	 very,	 very	 happy.	 Afghan	 people	
want	peace	and	democracy.	It	is	our	neighbours	
–	Iran,	Pakistan	and	Russia	who	don’t	want	this	
for	us.”
	 There	is	much	danger	for	Canadian	soldiers,	
Sear	admits.	In	Kandahar	this	is	due	to	proxim-
ity	to	the	Pakistani	border	where	a	weak	regime	
rules	and	in	Helmand	Province	because	of	ram-
pant	corruption,	like	an	Afghan	mafia.
	 With	Canadian	soldiers	present	in	Kabul,	60-
65	percent	of	children	are	back	in	school,	says	
Sear.	Education	is	important	in	the	couple’s	fam-
ily.	Sear’s	mother	was	a	teacher.	Arizu’s	mother,	
a	 former	 principal,	 now	 teaches	 at	 an	 all-girl	
school.	 “The	 soldiers	 make	 it	 possible	 to	 edu-

cate	our	people,”	says	Arizu.
	 In	1999,	Sear	selected	Canada	from	a	list	of	
countries	that	would	allow	him	to	ply	his	trade	
of	tailoring,	skills	he	had	acquired	through	ap-
prenticeships	from	age	seven.	
	 During	his	26	years	of	experience,	he	learned	
to	craft	everything	from	party	dresses	to	Afghan	
soldiers’	uniforms.	“When	the	Taliban	roughed	
up	 my	 women	 customers,	 the	 business	 died,”	
he	explains.	“Every	day	saw	100	or	200	people	
killed	in	each	city.	All	business	stopped.	Schools	
closed.	The	university	shut	down.”
	 So,	 in	 November	 of	 that	 year	 Sear	 arrived	
alone	in	Canada	taking	up	residence	in	a	shelter	
in	Toronto	and	working	for	two	or	three	cloth-
ing	shops	in	Oshawa.	
	 Because	he	supported	himself,	it	wasn’t	long	
before	Canadian	 immigration	officials	 suggest-
ed	 that	 he	 sponsor	 his	 wife	 and	 two	 children;	
daughter	Mohabat	(now	13)	and	son	Said	(now	
10).	
	 They	 lived	 in	 rental	 accommodations	 in	
Oshawa	 for	 two	 years	 before	 discovering	 Port	
Perry	on	an	afternoon	drive	through	the	coun-
tryside	during	the	summer	of	2002.	
	 “It	 was	 nice	 and	 quiet,”	 says	 Arizu	 of	 her	
first	 impression.	 “I	 knew	 our	 children	 would	
be	 safe	 here.”	 They	 opened	 Sear	 Tailoring	 &	
Professional	Alteration,	at	1869	Scugog	Street,	

Making a home in Port Perry
Afghanistan couple say, “we knew our children would be safe here”

Please turn to page 23

   Pictured above: Sear and Arizu Moulana with their 
children, from left, Said, 10, Wafa, 5 and Mohabat, 
13. The hard working couple came to Canada from 
Afghanistan and now own a home and business, Sear 
Tailoring & Professional Alterations, in Port Perry.

 Empty the garbage!
 These pictures were taken along 
Queen St. at 4:30 p.m. on a Monday 
afternoon. Not visible is the overflow 
which is scattered on the sidewalk be-
low the garbage containers.
 The photo was initiated after a 
resident dropped by the Focus office 
recently complaining about the un-
sightly mess along the street. 
 If the cans were emptied Monday 
morning, instead of Tuesday, we 
could possibly avoid this eyesore on 
our attractive Queen Street.

False claim misleading 

Contrary to what the inscription on 
the memorial says - Daniel David 

Palmer was NOT born in Port Perry.
 Township and chiropractic officials 
have known this for a number of 
years now, but nobody has taken the 
initiative to correct the glaring error.
 It’s quite likely “money” is at the 
root of the problem, but it could easily 
be fixed by removing the slab which 
states “BORN - PORT PERRY” and 
replacing it with one proclaiming Port 
Perry as “the childhood home of D.D. 
Palmer. 
 The current memorial is inaccurate 
and an outright deception of the man 
it’s meant to honour.
 ~

Just a 
 thought!
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 Bob Archer Motors Ltd., 
(above) the longtime Port Perry 
dealership for Pontiac-Buick as 
it looked during 1968. This build-
ing is located at the corner of 
Water and Mary St. Pizza Pizza 
opened here earlier this month.

 Dr. Bill Cohoon (with shovel) 
and Dr. Ralph Price, two new 
doctors in town, turned the sod 
for construction of the Medical 
Associates building on Paxton 
St. during October 1968, just 
months after arriving in the com-
munity.

Remembering 1968
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	 Each	time	Focus	sits	down	to	evaluate	what	changes	have	taken	
place	in	this	fair	community	of	ours...	we’re	surprised	to	find	there	
continues	to	be	additional	movement	in	the	business	sector.
	 And	while	 this	month	the	 list	 is	not	 too	 long,	 there	are	a	 few	
changes	worthy	of	mentioning. 
 For Mexican food lovers, you’ll be happy to know the former Zinn’s 
Bistro, which was located on Scugog St., is now home to tempting 
treats from south of the border. Miguel’s Mexican Restaurant opened 
about two months ago... and from what we hear, has been well re-
ceived....
	 Pamper	&	Soothe	have	expanded	their	business,	opening	a	sec-
ond	location	under	the	name	“Adorn	Fine	Furnishings	Boutique”	
at	 235	 Queen	 St.,	 five	 doors	 west.	 They	 will	 continue	 to	 operate	
Pamper	&	Soothe	at	 its	current	site,	beside	the	Piano	Cafe.	This	
new	store	will	offer	expanded	lines	of	products	displayed	in	a	much	
larger	and	brighter	environment.
 A warm welcome to Merry Maids, who recently joined the Scugog 
business community, with their move from Uxbridge into new premis-
es at 96 North Port Rd.
	 Pizza	lovers	beware!	Although	we	mentioned	a	few	months	ago	
Pizza	Pizza	was	coming	to	town,	we’d	be	remiss	if	we	did	not	men-
tion	they	are	now	open	in	their	attractive	new	store	at	the	corner	of	
Water	and	Mary	St.,	across	from	Palmer	Park.
	
	

Changing
  Faces!
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	 Residential	and	business	areas	of	Scugog	
took	on	a	Halloween	look	throughout	Octo-

ber	as	the	owners	of	Meta4	
Contemporary	Craft	Gallery	
held	their	second	annual	
Scugog	Scarecrow	Festival.
	 A	walk	along	Queen	St.	
brought	residents	and	visitors	
to	the	downtown	face-to-face	with	
an	amusing	variety	of	characters.
	 According	to	Meta4	Contempo-
rary	Gallery	co-owner	Birgitta	MacLeod,	the	
judges	were	very	impressed	with	the	quality	
of	entries	this	year.
	 The	winners	of	the	2007	festival	are:
•	Best	Business	Entry	
	 	-	Herder Sales
•	Best	Family	Entry	-	Hollet Family
•	Best	Community	Group		
	 -	Meta4 Creative Kids Club
•	Best	Traditional	-	Stonemoor Daycare	
•	Best	Interpretation	of	Title	or	Theme	
	 -	Tracy and Stephanie Coveart
•	Most	Original	-	Native Focus
	 This	was	the	second	consecutive	win	for	
both	Herder	Sales	and	the	Hollet	family.
	 Judges	also	awarded	Honourable	Mention	

status	to	six	more	entries:	for	best	business,	
Dana’s	Goldsmithing;	for	family	entry,	Gary	
&	Marsha	Hill,	and	for	community	group,	
the	YMCA’s	scarecrow.	Kudos	also	go	out	to	
Focus on Scugog	for	originality,	Treasures	Just	
for	You	for	interpretation	of	title	or	theme,	and	
the	Rowett	Family	for	a	traditional	scarecrow.
	 The	contest	was	judged	by	John	Richard-
son,	representing	the	Scugog	Council	for	the	
Arts;	Councillor	Bobbie	Drew	and	Heritage	
Committee	member	Shauna	Kennedy.
	 The	Scugog	Scarecrow	Festival	is	hosted	
by	Meta4	Contemporary	Craft	Gallery	and	
the	Port	Perry	BIA.	For	more	information,	
contact	Meta4	Gallery	at	905-985-1534.

around our town
pet pics

SCUGOG
ANIMAL HOSPITAL
14990 Simcoe St., Port Perry

905-985-9748

PET PICS ARE 
SPONSORED 

BY

Meet little Bailey...
This 9 week old Chocolate Labrador is the new 
friend of Chad & Heather Garvock, Port Perry.

If you have a humourous or favourite pet picture you’d like to share,  
send it to “Pet Pictures” at focus@observerpub.ca.  

Pictures must be of good quality, a minimum 4” x 5” in size, and at least 200 dpi.
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	 Tom	Bonanno	would	liked	to	have	stayed	
in	 Port	 Perry	 a	 few	 more	 years	 to	 see	 the	
expansion	of	the	Scugog	Library,	but	it	was	
time	to	move	on.
	 As	CEO	of	the	Scugog	Memorial	Library	
for	the	past	13	years,	Tom	was	instrumental	
in	bringing	the	facility	from	a	small-town	li-
brary,	 primarily	 dispensing	 books,	 into	 the	
modern	world.
	 Tom	 arrived	 in	 Port	 Perry	 in	 January	
1995,	 coming	 from	 a	 library	 automation	
company	located	in	Waterloo.
	 It	was	his	background	in	automation	sys-
tems	 that	 intrigued	 the	 board,	 remembers	
former	Library	Chairman	Patrick	Melligan.	
“A	major	thing	he	accomplished	was	taking	
it	 from	 just	 being	 a	 library	 to	 becoming	 a	
community	centre	for	information	services,”	
he	said.
	 He’s	proud	of	his	achievements	and	in	a	
relaxed	 interview	 just	 days	 before	 heading	
west	 to	 join	 his	 wife	 in	 Nanaimo,	 B.C.,	 he	
reminisced	about	his	years	in	the	town.
	 Thinking	back	he	says	it	wasn’t	long	after	

he	arrived	in	Port	Perry	that	he	began	work	
on	 upgrading	 the	 automation	 system	 that	
was	in	place.	Because	of	his	background	he	
was	able	to	secure	a	new	system	at	a	reason-
able	cost.	Towards	the	end	of	his	first	year	
the	internet	was	installed	onto	the	library’s	
system	 and	 they	 began	 to	 host	 local	 web-
sites	through	“Scugog-Net”	by	the	following	
spring.
	 “We	were	the	first	library	in	Durham	Re-
gion	with	public	internet,”	Tom	says	proudly,	
explaining	that	they	had	six	computers	avail-
able	 for	 residents	 to	 look	 for	 job	 postings,	
write	resumes	or	research.
	 In	addition	to	the	technological	changes,	
during	his	term	Tom	also	introduced	Audio	
Books	 which	 were	 originally	 on	 cassettes	
but	are	now	available	on	CD	or	MP3	discs.	
	 The	Library	also	expanded	its	video	col-
lection	 from	 the	 popular	 movie	 titles	 to	 in-
clude	a	Canadian	film	section,	Independent	
and	 British	 films,	 documentaries	 and	 Film	
Noir	from	the	1940s	and	1950s.
	Tom Bonnano left his post as Library CEO in mid-October. Please turn to page 14

Tom Bonanno leaves 
library after 13 years

We Remember
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Catch this 
   great act!

	 The	Greenbank	Folk	Art	Society	
will	be	bringing	Emory	Lester	to	
entertain	at	the	Greenbank	Hall	on	
Nov.	17	for	one	show	only.
	 Lester	is	one	of	this	day’s	
foremost	exponents	of	the	acous-
tic	mandolin.	The	power	and	
attack	of	his	mandolin	playing	
are	unmatched,	and	his	sound	is	
infectious.	His	1993	recording	“Pale	
Rider”	and	1995	recording	“The	Emory	
Lester	Set”	has	placed	him	among	the	elite	mandolinists	of	our	time.	
	 His	jazz	playing	retains	the	energy	that	is	the	trademark	of	his	
bluegrass	playing,	while	his	new	age	compositions	show	a	lighter	and	
more	flowing	style	of	his	music.
	 The	show	begins	at	8	p.m.	and	tickets	are	available	at	P.O.E.	in	Port	
Perry,	Blue	Heron	Books	in	Uxbridge,	or	by	calling	905-985-8351.	Act	
fast...		these	tickets	will	disappear	quickly!

 Don’t miss the  Scugog 
Choral Society’s Canadian the-
atrical premiere of A. Wood’s, 
“The Legend Of The Flying Pigs: A 
Christmas Story.”
 This musical is a delightful, whimsi-
cal, heart warming production for the entire 
family. Written by local author and educator Ardith Wood, this is 
an original musical revue-style show loaded with Christmas clas-
sics and some not-so-well-known seasonal hits. 
 In it, a magical snow globe of unknown origin (but rumoured 
to have originated in Port Perry) is the catalyst for some very 
interesting interactions. 
 Charles O’Connor, is directing this musical with Alissa Smith 
back as music director. Judy Anderson heads up the production 
team.
 Tickets are on sale - $20 adults; $15 seniors (65+) and stu-
dents (18 years and under). There are three easy ways to order 
your tickets! In person: Henshall’s Clothing & Gifts, 241 Queen 
Street, Port Perry (905-985-1965) Online: www.starticketing.com 
or Toll Free: 1-888-808-2006. Please visit the group’s website 
(scugogchoralsociety.ca) or contact them through email for ad-
ditional information.
 Performances run from Nov 22 to Dec. 1, 2007, Thursdays 
through Saturdays at 8 p.m. with Saturday matinees on Nov. 24 
and Dec. 1 at 2 p.m.   
 Don’t miss this great show!

around our town



hose	of	us	who	love	to	spread	honey	on	their	toast	would	per-
ish	the	thought	that	climate	change	could	affect	their	breakfast	

menu,	but	beekeepers	are	seeing	such	challenges	added	to	their	
profession.

	 The	process	of	collecting	and	harvesting	honey	has	remained	the	same	for	
many	centuries.	Prior	to	the	19th	Century	innovation	of	moveable	comb	hives,	
beekeepers	needed	to	destroy	the	entire	bee	colony	in	order	to	harvest.	
	 Today’s	beekeepers	utilize	sets	of	rectangular	wooden	boxes	(called  
supers)	filled	with	removable	wooden	frames.	Supers	are	then	stacked	in	a	suit-
able	rural	setting.	The	frames	are	covered	with	a	pre-formed	wax	foundation	
shaped	like	honey	comb	which	the	bees	fill	with	honey	and	seal.
	 As	female	worker	bees	enter	the	bottom	of	a	hive,	they	pass	close	to	the	
‘brooding	chamber’,	where	the	queen	is	busy	laying	up	to	1,500	eggs	per	day	dur-

ing	temperate	weather.	Workers	aid	in	the	evaporation	
process	and	store	the	finished	honey	in	the	hexago-
nal	pods	which	young	nurse	bees	seal	with	wax	they	
secrete	from	their	abdominal	plates.	Both	honey	and	
pollen	are	stored	to	feed	the	queen,	workers,	drones	
and	larvae.	A	single	hive	can	produce	up	to	100	pounds	
of	honey	in	a	good	season.

	 					Along	comes	the	beekeeper.	He	will	don	protective	
clothing	–	a	light-coloured,	hooded	suit	(with	a	face	
veil),	gloves	and	boots.	The	light	material	is	to	dis-
tinguish	the	beekeeper	from	other	predators	such	as	
bears	and	skunks.	
	 Some	beekeepers	sedate	the	approximately	70,000	
bees	in	each	hive	with	smoke	in	order	to	suppress	their	
aggressive	tendencies.	Lifting	35	to	50	pound	supers	

containing	frames	filled	with	honey	is	no	time	to	tangle	with	angry	bees!	The	
supers	are	either	shifted	or	removed	to	seduce	the	bees	into	filling	more	frames	
for	winter.	More	honey	to	harvest!	
	 Although	the	queen	and	larvae	remain	secure	during	this	process,	thousands	
of	bees	react	as	though	their	colony	is	under	attack.	They	need	to	protect	their	

The challenges of 
beekeeping and
harvesting honey

T

Please turn to page 24

Thousands	of	
worker	bees	
react	as	if
the	colony	is	
under	attack	
during	the
harvesting
of	honey

Brian Shanks, president of the Durham Region Beekeepers 
Association, scrapes wax off a frame to collect the honey.

Buzzzzzz!
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Buzzzzzz!
Did You Know?	-	Lake	Scugog	needs	
your	 help.	 During	 this	 past	 summer,	

record	 low	 water	 levels,	 a	 huge	 carp	
die-off	 and	 excessive	 weed	 growth	 have	
all	contributed	to	negative	publicity	about	

the	 lake.	 The	 Scugog	 Lake	 Stewards	 are	
the	 lake’s	 ‘watch	dogs’,	but	 they	need	our	help	 to	ensure	

the	lake	remains	healthy.
 If you’re concerned about the future of Lake Scugog, you can 
help by becoming a member of the Scugog Lake Stewards... see 
how on page 32 of this issue of Focus!

Did You Know?	-		Speaking	of	Lake	Scugog	-	did	you	know	
it	is	the	most	south-western	of	the	Kawartha	chain	of	lakes?	It	
is	also	the	only	artificially	made	lake	–	the	rest	were	formed	
by	glacial	activity.	Scugog’s	maximum	depth	is	23	feet	and	it’s	
mean	depth	is	4.5	feet.	
	 Pretty obvious, these depths don’t take into account this past 
summer when we had the lowest levels in recent history.

Did You Know?	-		Palmer	Memorial	Park	was	dedicated	
in	July	1938	to	David	Daniel	Palmer,	the	founder	of	chiro-
practic,	and	a	statue	was	erected	to	honour	him	about	1950.	
When	first	erected,	the	bust	of	D.D.	Palmer	faced	north	and	
featured	a	cement	walkway	to	the	statue.
 Unfortunately, subsequent research revealed D.D. Palmer 
wasn’t born in Port Perry as the inscription suggests. It was 
discovered a few years ago that he was born closer to Pickering, 
although he did live here and attend Port Perry High School.

Did You Know?	-		The	by-election	held	last	month	in	Ward	4	
to	determine	a	replacement	for	councillor	Blair	Martyn,	who	
resigned	due	to	health	problems,	produced	the	worst	voter	
turnout	in	the	community’s	history.	Less	than	25	percent	of	
eligible	voters	made	an	effort	to	exercise	their	right	to	vote. 
 There are more than a few suggestions for such a disgraceful 
turnout at the polls, including voter apathy... but the more likely 
reason are that the election was held on a Friday night (dah!) 
and lack of interest due to the recent provincial election.

DID YOU
KNOW?
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   Scugog has a long and rich sporting heritage, and a number of the 
township’s best were recently recognized for their high achievements 
at the unveiling of Scugog’s Sports Hall of Fame.
     The inaugural induction ceremony, held on Oct. 25 at the Scugog 
Community Centre, honoured sporting heroes from the early 1900s 
to the present. Among those praised were two former residents who 
played in the NHL, a world gold medallist in Karate, Canadian Pairs 
Skating champions and a number of other accomplished local ath-
letes.
 Former Port Perry high school graduate Anne Ottenbrige-Muy-
laert, a Canadian Olympic Gold Medallist from the 1984 Olympics was 
the guest speaker for the auspicious event. Lance Brown, of CFTO-TV 
capably handled the MC duties. 
 Inductees for the Scugog Wall of Fame included:

John Ross Roach - Born in Port Perry on June 23, 1900, he 
went on to become one of the premier NHL goalies during the 1920s 
and 1930s. He played 14 seasons with the Toronto St. Pats, Toronto 
Maple Leafs, New York Rangers and Detroit Red Wings, winning two 
Stanley Cups.

anna FoRdeR & RichaRd stevens - Both were born and 
raised in Port Perry and began their skating careers with the Port Per-
ry Figure Skating Club. They were paired in the early 1960s and over 
the next few years competed in the Canadian Pairs, Olympic Games 

and World Figure Skating Championships. The highlight of their  
career was winning the Canadian Pairs Championship in 1969.

susan GRibben - This graduate of Port Perry High School 
comes from a Judo family. At the age of 15 she won the US Women’s 
Open Championship and over the years went on to win the gold medal 
at the British Open, considered the toughest competition in the world. 
Her list of trophies and medals is long and signifies her status as one 
of Canada’s true champions of judo.

tRipp bulldozeRs (1965-66) - For the first time in the his-
tory a Port Perry team succeeded in capturing the OHA Champion-
ship trophy. Members of the excited team were, Bob Parry, Ron Bry-
ant, Barry Oke, Jim Topping, Richard (Chick) Carnegie, Ken Roberts, 
Doug MacMillan, Bill Harrison, manager, Dave Ballingall, Clair Watts, 
Dale McNenely, Mac MacMillan, Don Hurst, coach, Jack Cook Jr., Me-
redith McKee, Andy Matthews, Jim Burnett, Gary Geer, Lynn Middle-
ton, Don Cochrane and Wayne Venning. (see photo on page 26)

vin WalkeR - It could be argued that the popularity of softball in 
Port Perry is due to the efforts of Vin Walker. After coming to town in 
1962 he organized the Minor Softball League, then went on to serve as 
president of both the Ontario and Canadian Softball Associations, as 
well as taking part in various local recreation committees.

Gary Edgar

Frederick Whitcroft

John Ross Roach Anna Forder & Richard Stevens Susan Gribben Vin Walker

THE TOWNSHIP OF SCUGOG

SPORTS WALL OF FAME

Continued on page 26
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      Instead of following the trend of Interlibrary Loans of books, which 
Tom describes as inefficient and slow, he directed the library towards 
purchasing books requested by its members. “The Interlibrary Loans 
program is a big waste of money,” he says.
 Three years ago, the Scugog Library became one of the first in 
Durham Region to provide wireless access to the internet, through 
Compton Cable TV.
 And while Tom feels good about what he’s accomplished during 
his term in Port Perry, he would have liked to have been here a little 
longer to complete some projects. “This is the longest I’ve ever worked 
at one library,” he says of his 13 years in Scugog.
 He praised past library board members as being innovative and 
open to changes. “The support from the former boards has been excel-
lent,” he said.
 Former chair Patrick Melligan says the township was extremely 
fortunate to have acquired Tom’s experience and enthusiasm.  “He did 
many things that would normally have been the job of the board and 
found numerous ways to raise funds for the library.”
 Speaking about the future of Scugog Library Tom feels strongly 
that the library should remain in the downtown. “This is a great loca-
tions and it should stay here,” he says.
 And while he’s happy with what he was able to accomplish he’s 
critical of the fact that over the years the library board has been forced 
to fundraise for operations.
 “We shouldn’t have to fund raise for operations,” he says and pro-
duces a 2004 chart showing the library self-generated 15 percent of its 
budget – much higher than any other community in Durham.
 Tom feels the library is terribly underfunded and if it is to continue 
to provide more services and space for the public, funding will need 
to be increased. “I don’t think the value of the library is really under-
stood,” he says.
   He said he looked forward to 
meeting up with his wife Rosemary 
at their new home on Vancouver 
Island, overlooking the Straight of 
Georgia. She recently accepted the 
position of Executive Director of 
the Vancouver Island Regional Li-
brary system.
    Tom plans to get settled down 
for awhile before thinking about his 
future. “I have a few opportunities 
to look at early next year, but until 
then I’ll just relax and enjoy my new 
home,” he said.

By J. Peter Hvidsten
 

Continued from page 7

Bonnano off to B.C.
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 Warrant Officer Mark Kendall isn’t afraid to admit 
he has some fear about being deployed to Afghanistan 
later this month, but this confident and patriotic man 
is also excited and extremely proud to have finally re-
ceived his orders.
 “I’ve never been so scared in my life,” says the 
38-year old career soldier and father of three, but his 
fear is not so much for himself as it is for his family 
and the outcome of the mission.
 Originally he was scheduled to fly to Afghanistan 
earlier this year, but after receiving a shoulder inju-

ry his deployment 
was delayed until 
recently when he 
was assigned to the 
Regional Command 
South Headquar-
ters in Kandahar 
Province.
    Mark is the son 
of Larry and Doreen 

Kendall of Utica, and Focus on Scugog caught up with 
him at his childhood home on Thanksgiving week-
end. He was home with his daughter Sarah-Jean for 
a visit before his deployment which is scheduled for 
Nov. 30.
    Sitting on the couch with his daughter on his lap and 
mother across from him, Mark was very candid about what lies 
ahead for himself and his family. “I’ve got the best extended family 
anyone could wish for,” he said. “They provide amazing support 
for me.”
 He explained that over the past 
two months, he’s been on special 
training in Kingston, Ont., where he, 
along with his comrades are learn-
ing about Afghanistan and its people.  
    “It’s like going back to school,” Mark 
quips, as he explains they are taught 
everything from cultural awareness to economic and social issues 
so they can understand more about the people and customs of the 
country.
     The often outspoken young man says he’s proud to be going to 
Afghanistan and describes the mission as “very worthwhile.” He 

goes on to say that if there ever was a country Canada should be 
helping, it’s Afghanistan. “I say that as an individual, not as a sol-
dier,” he says.
     Mark feels  both the country and the people are wonderful and 
his worst fear is that Canada won’t be able to do enough for them 
soon enough.
 “We can’t win this war with bullets. We have to prove to them 
that we want them to have a better life. There’s no reason why peo-
ple everywhere can’t have what we have,” he said.
 When asked about his assignment in Afghanistan, he quietly 
thinks for a moment before answering. “I really can’t say,” he said, 
but did admit it has an element of danger.
 Mark is extremely proud to be serving under the leadership 
of General Rick Hillier, whom he admires and strives to emulate. 
“He’s done more for our Canadian soldiers than anyone. I’d like 

“I’ve got the best  
extended family 
anyone could  

wish for”

Please turn to page 23

“We can’t win 
this war with 

bullets”

We Remember

Mark and his daughter Sarah-Jean
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Father of three
ready to report
to Afghanistan
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 Regis Hanley proudly wears his “Avro Arrow” hat that was presented to 
him when he visited the former aircraft plant a few years ago. Both Regis and 
his wife Violet helped build Lancaster bombers during WWII.

We Remember

egis Hanley would have liked to have gone overseas to 
fight for his country during the Second World War, but 
a childhood bout with polio which impaired his foot, 

made that an impossible dream.
      “They didn’t want me (as a soldier) because of my 

polio,” said Regis, who is now 90 years old.
 So while his buddies flew off to unknown lands and unforgiving 
battlefields, he settled on accomplishing whatever possible to con-

tribute to the war effort.
 Regis recently reminisced about the war years and beyond,  
from the family cottage overlooking Lake Scugog. It’s here on Scu-
gog Island where he and his wife Violet have spent their summers 
for the past 30 years.
 It was 1942 Regis began working in Malton, Ont. at National Steel 
Car as a journeyman. About a year later he began with Victory Air-
craft Limited as a sheet metal machinist, and it was there he began 
working on the wing sections of the new Lancaster bombers.
 The mighty four-engine Lancasters became the most famous of 
the Allied bombers during the war, being the only plane capable of 
carrying the 22,000 lb. “Ten-Ton Tessie” or “Grand Slam” bombs.
 A total of 420 Lancasters were built in Canada under licence to 
Victory Aircraft Limited and the first Canadian-built bomber was 
flown overseas in September, 1943.
 “In my heart I always wanted to work on airplanes,” Regis re-
calls, and adds that it was a very interesting job and that everyone 
got along well because they were all working to help with the war 
effort.
 Violet proudly interjects, that despite his polio, her husband nev-
er accepted sympathy and wanted only to do a man’s job. “Some-
times he had a stool to sit on as he worked on the big presses,” she 
said.
 He fondly remembers one time when his name was pulled out 
of a hat to have a ride in one of the Lancasters. “It was pretty nice 
getting a ride in the president’s limo to the airport and flying over 
Hamilton and Toronto,” he said.
 Violet also worked on the gigantic Lancaster bombers at Victory 
Aircraft during this time. She was known as a “riveter” and spent 
her days and nights, depending on the shift, riveting steel panels 
onto the main fuselage of the aircraft.
 “We started riveting while laying on the floor of the aircraft skel-
eton and then worked our way to the top,” she recalled.
 “The women dressed in overalls and bandanas, and worked just 
as hard as we did,” Regis added. “In addition to sewing, they worked 
as welders and riveters. They even did the graveyard shifts just like 
the men did.”
 After they were married, Regis and Violet commuted from  
Toronto to Malton every day, but throughout the time they worked 
at the aircraft plant, they were on opposite shifts so did not see each 
other too often.
 After the war, orders for the Lancaster bombers dropped off but 
Victory Aircraft continued building other aircraft.

R

Lancaster in flight

tribute  Canada’s Heroesa
to

Spent war building Lancaster bombers
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They shall grow not old as we
That are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them nor
The years condemn.

At the going down of the sun
And in the morning,

We will remember them.

Canadian built bombers  
supported WWII troops

Continued from page 18
 “Whenever a new plane was rolled out of the plant, all of the work-
ers were let out to see it take off for the first time,” Regis recalled. And 
on one occasion he remembers a pilot refusing to dump a plane into 
the lake when it encountered problems with its landing gear.
 “The pilot ordered everyone off the runway and then he landed it 
on the runway on the nose wheel, coming to a stop with the fuselage 
on the grass. There were tears in everyone’s eyes,” Regis said.
 He also has a vivid memory of one test pilot named Janusz Zura-
kowski who became chief experimental pilot and led the flight testing 
of the CF-100.
 “He (Zura) would fly the plane straight up until it stalled and began 
to fall tail-first backwards. Then he’d pull it out of the fall and dive to-
wards the ground,” he recalled.
 “That manoeuvre became known as the falling leaf, and he was the 
only one who could do that,” he said with a smile.
  Zura later became the first person to break the speed barrier in a 
straight wing aircraft during a dive.
 By 1953 Regis was working for A.V. Roe on Canada’s  controversial 
Avro Arrow and remembers it as being a wonderful aircraft.
 The roll-out of the first completed Arrow was on October 4, 1957 
and the first flight was on March, 25, 1958, successfully flown by none 
other than test pilot Zurakowski.
 The plane was a huge success, so flight testing continued. By early 
1959 five “Avro Arrows’ were completed and hand flown for almost 70 
hours, a sixth was 99 percent completed and 30 more “Arrows” were 
in various stages of production in the plant.
 Then suddenly on Feb. 20 that year, Prime Minister John Diefen-
baker stood in the House Of Commons and announced that the Arrow 
and Iroquois projects were cancelled, putting over 14,500 people out of 

work at the plants and outside suppliers. 
 Avro Canada was closed.
 Regis recalls that Prime Minister 
Diefenbaker ordered all the planes and 

blueprints scrapped, but thinks some of 
the blueprints may have been smuggled 

out by plant workers. Since then a full-

We  
Remember
Remembrance Day

Sunday, November 11

Please turn to page 20
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The day the 
Avro Arrow was 
scrapped became known 
as “Black Friday” for Canada

Avro Arrow 

scale replica has been built and is now on 
display at the Toronto Aerospace Museum 
in Downsview.
 That day became known as “Black Fri-
day” and Violet feels the scrapping of the 
Arrow was unfair to the Canadian people. 
“Canada lost billions of dollars and a lot of 
prestige over the loss of the Avro Arrow. It 
was a big loss for Canada, but the Americans 
were happy to see it scrapped,” she said.
 Following Diefenbaker’s announcement, 
cancelling the Arrow program, employees 
were told to drop what they were doing and 
leave the plant immediately. Many of the 

former Arrow workers were later hired to  
work with the U.S.A. space program. 
 “The Arrow was way ahead of its time,” 
Regis says proudly.
 He has many fond memories of his 40 
years of working at Malton on all types of 
aircraft for Victory Aircraft, A.V. Roe, de 
Havilland and McDonnel Douglas. 
 “I’m proudest of working on the Lancas-
ter Bomber during the war and also Cana-
da’s best – the Avro Arrow - CF 105,” Regis 
says.
 The memories of those days back in the 
1940s and 1950s may be fading just a little, 

but this wartime couple have recently cel-
ebrated their 63rd wedding anniversary.
 They still live in the home they built near 
Malton in 1945, with the help of their fellow 
aircraft workers. It was there they raised 
two children, but now enjoy spending the 
summer months watching the sun set over 
Lake Scugog through their large cottage 
windows.
 And no doubt, when a jet streaks by high 
overhead, leaving a bright white wisp across 
the blue sky, memories of the small part he 
played in Canadian aviation sneak back into 
his mind.

We Remember
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to

Continued from page 19
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School to re-dedicate plaque
in honour of former students
      A plaque, missing from the walls 
of Port Perry High School for many 
years, surfaced recently when a 
school custodian found it tucked 
away in a storage facility.
    He brought the plaque, which 
honours eight students from the 
school who gave their lives during 
World War II, to the attention of his-
tory teacher Nancy Hamer Strahl 
who immediately realized the im-
portance of the find.
     “We believe the plaque went miss-
ing during an expansion or renova-
tions of the school, but we don’t 
know exactly when,” she said.
  The old wooden plaque has a 
brass inscription which reads: 
“We record with reverence those 
who gave their lives,” and lists the 
names of the eight fallen soldiers.
  Nancy, immediately ordered a 
new black granite plaque with 
funds generously provided by vet-
erans over the past few years.
  “The veterans have been ex-
tremely generous to our school 

programs over the years and this is a 
way for us to give back to them,” she 
says enthusiastically.
 Her plans are to have the new plaque 
re-dedicated to the fallen soldiers dur-
ing the school’s Remembrance Day  
ceremony being held on November 9.
 To help her history students learn 
more about the individual soldiers, each 
student will research a soldier and cre-
ate an archive of information.
 During the Remembrance Day cer-
emony one student will be chosen to 
speak about the veteran for whom they 
have created a tribute.
 Following the ceremony, the new 
plaque will be mounted on a wall in the 
school beside a plaque which honours 
the fallen of World War I.
 The original plaque will be placed in 
a special display cabinet surrounded by 
the stories and pictures collected by the 
students.
 “What a great way for the students 
to get up close and personal with local 
history,” Nancy concludes.Kaylen Taylor and Matt Laki, history students of teacher Nancy Hamer 

Strahl, display the old and new plaques on display in their classroom.
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Royal Canadian  
Legion veterans 
marching to the  
cenotaph for the 
Remembrance 
Day service,

 November 2006



to be like him when I retire,” he 
says with great admiration.
    But for now Mark continues 
with deployment preparations, 
including two weeks of special 
training in Norway, as he read-
ies himself for the biggest as-
signment of his life.
 When he boards a plane to 
fly overseas later this month, 
he will leave behind his entire 
family, including three daugh-
ters, Sarah-Jean 5, Mary, 11 
and Diane, 12. “I’m so proud of 
them,” he says, explaining that 
his two older daughters attend 
school in Collingwood and often 
wear their “support the troops” 
t-shirts to school.
 Mark’s parents have lived for 
many years with the knowledge 
this day would come, and while 
they worry about their only son 
and about what lies ahead, they 
support his mission.
 With quiet words that seem 

more like an order than a com-
ment, Doreen tells her son... 
“you’ll be back, that’s for sure.” 
 And being the soldier he is, 
Mark replies in the affirmative.
 While he’s away, the family 
will keep in touch by way of a 
special ‘talking picture album’ 
that they will send back and 

forth through the Armed Forc-
es carriers. 
 Not wanting to risk email 
information getting into the 
wrong hands, Mark refuses to 
use a computer. “I don’t want 
anyone to know anything about 
my family back home,” he says. 

 Outside, a stiff breeze lifted a 
Canadian flag to attention on its 
pole just over the heads of Mark 
and Sarah. As they waved good-
bye I couldn’t help thinking that 
the timing seemed fitting for 
this exceptionally patriotic and 
proud Canadian.

By J. Peter Hvidsten

tribute  Canada’s Heroesa
to

      Continued from page 17

Patriotic Canadian soldier off to Kandahar

Family appreciates Canadian soldiers
August 2003 having secured co-op housing in 
town. 
 “We work so hard to make people happy 
here,” says Arizu, smiling at her husband. They 
both beam with pride at the thought of their 
loyal customers. 
 This past March their achievements allowed 
them to purchase their own home in Port Perry. 
Mohabat, Said and five-year old Wafa, who is Ca-
nadian-born, attend R.H. Cornish Public School 

bringing home outstanding grades. 
 These children are all too aware of the value 
of an education and strive to make their parents 
proud.
 Sear and Arizu are pleased that two cousins 
followed them to Canada and now study at the 
university level in Toronto.
 “Soon, I hope to see that the war in Afghani-
stan is finished,” says Sear. “Canadian soldiers 
will make that happen and we appreciate them 
very much.”

By Barb Hunt

Continued from page 3
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Thumbs Up to the ‘gals’ at Meta4 Craft Gallery for the success 
of their second annual Scarecrow Festival. The festi-
val grew this year in both the number and quality of 
scarecrows, all of which have been enjoyed by every-
one throughout October. What a great idea... by four 

creative and energetic business women. Congrats girls!

Thumbs Down to the practice of leaving loose asphalt heaped in 
pot holes. We appreciate the holes in our roads being 
repaired, but car owners would appreciate the loose 
mixture being ‘tamped-down’ so the undercarriage and 
sides of their vehicles don’t get covered with sticky, oily 

tar. We wonder whatever happened to this practice? 

Thumbs Up to Scugog’s hardest working (and probably oldest, 
“sorry Dave”) landscaper. Dave Petrie, owner of Analda 
Landscaping, could be found early almost every Sun-
day morning throughout the summer weeding and wa-
tering the beautiful display of flowers and plants in front 

of the Post Office. Great job Dave... we tip our hat to you! 

Thumbs Up to Pizza Pizza for going the ‘extra mile’ to make the 
exterior of their new business blend with the downtown 
theme. We applaud the extra effort gone into the con-
version of the building. Their effort proves even chain 
stores... if willing, can shed their traditional corporate 

images to create a pleasing, yet recognizable appearance.  

Thumbs Down to Durham Regional and Scugog Township of-
ficials who refuse to give Flieler’s garage permission 
to erect a canopy over their gas pumps. Every gas sta-
tion in town has a large canopy to protect the public 
from harsh weather, but it seems bureaucratic red tape 

is getting in the way of common sense. Where there’s a will, 
there’s always a way... C’mon, give the guy a break!

Thumbs Down to grocery shoppers who ignore the signage for 
the Express Lane (1-16 items) and use the shorter line 
to have their cart full of groceries processed. Being the 
passive people we are, not one person lined up behind 
the culprit pointed out the very visible signage.

Thumbs Up to all the candidates who put their names forward in 
the recent Scugog by-election. Despite concerns dur-
ing the campaign about some of the criticism levelled 
at township staff and council, it’s nice to know all candi-
dates were passionate about our township. We extend 

congratulations and best of luck to Donovan Smith who will now 
have an opportunity to make his voice heard.

Thumbs Up to the owners of White Feather Farms who have 
taken a major step in helping the environment. They 
have completely done away with plastic bags for pack-
ing groceries, becoming the first company in Durham to 
do so. If you want your groceries or other items packed, 

you’ll have to bring your own or purchase a re-useable bag.

A column devoted to recognizing events and  
decisions affecting the residents of Scugog  

Township, and rating them with a “Thumbs Up, 
 or Thumbs Down!”

ThumbsContinued from page 10

Harvesting honey
queen because she is the only breeding female in the hive. Her 
pheromones unite the colony and suppress the workers’ mating 
capabilities. All workers (30,000-50,000) are her daughters and were 
produced from fertilized eggs. Drones (several thousand per hive) 
are her sons, produced from unfertilized eggs. Because drones only 
mate, do no work and gather no nectar, they are often banished 
from the hive come winter. Before the queen dies, a normal worker 
egg will be raised with large amounts of royal jelly to metamorpho-
size into a new queen.
 To complete the harvest, a beekeeper uses a very hot, flat-iron 
called a cap knife to remove the top layer of wax on each frame. 
Frames are then locked upright into an extractor which centrifu-
gally spins the honey free. The product is filtered and bottled to put 
smiles on many a face.
 With our changing climate, stocks are in danger of depletion. 
This past winter destroyed 60% of stocks in a pocket between Hwy. 
401 and 403 as well as severely affecting other areas in Ontario. 
 Bees, through their body hair, transfer pollen from plant to plant 
as they harvest their goods. Pollination is necessary for 70% of the 
food we eat. Vegetation will affect hives, which will in turn affect 
future vegetation.
 “The provincial government has pledged $3,000,000,” explains 
Brian Shanks, president of the Durham Region Beekeepers Associa-
tion, which meets at the Scugog Christian School on the last Mon-
day of the month (for info, call 905-852-6494). “Through 24 Ontario 
chapters such as ours, Dr. Ernesto Guzman at the University of 
Guelph and Doug McOry, an Ontario Apiarist, we’re working for the 
healthiest stocks of bees possible. It’s in everyone’s interest.”

By Barb Hunt
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GaRy edGaR - An accom-
plished athlete in his own right, 
Gary spent much of his life as 
an educator, especially in the 
field of physical health educa-
tion. As a coach he’s achieved 
championship teams in soccer, 
basketball, volleyball and track 
and field. Gary’s ability to moti-
vate always brings out the best 
in those he coaches.

FRedeRick  WhitcRoFt 
 Born in Port Perry in 1892, 
Frederick Whitcroft competed 
four times in the Stanley Cup 
finals, coming up empty hand-
ed each time. In his ‘golden 
years’ he was a scoring ma-
chine – at one time netting 35 
goals in 10 games and another 
time scoring 24 goals in eight 
playoff games. Although he 
never won the Stanley Cup, he 
was named to the Hockey Hall 
of Fame in 1962.

TRipp BuLLDozeRS (1965-66) - For the first time in history a Port Perry team succeeded in capturing the OHA Champion-
ship trophy. Members of the excited team were, front left, Bob Parry, Ron Bryant, Barry Oke, Jim Topping, Richard (Chick) 
Carnegie, Ken Roberts, Doug MacMillan. Centre left, Bill Harrison, manager, Dave Ballingall, Clair Watts, Dale McNenely, 
Mac MacMillan, Don Hurst, coach. Back left, Jack Cook Jr., Meredith McKee, Andy Matthews, Jim Burnett, Gary Geer, Lynn 
Middleton, Don Cochrane and Wayne Venning.

Continued from page 13

Sporting moments imortalized on Wall of Fame
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This Old
	 		House

 324 Queen Street - Plan 22, Part Lot 4,5
 Caleb Crandell was the first owner of this registered lot and sold it to Wm. 
T. Parrish and his wife Caroline in December 1872. Mr. Parrish arrived in Port 
Perry in 1868 and opened an extensive hardware business. He quickly became 
a respected businessman and citizen of the community. 
 It is believed it was Parrish who had the house built on this attractive lot, 
steps away from the new Town Hall during the mid-1870s. W.T. Parrish was 
only 43 years of age when he passed away in 1887, and his wife Caroline died 
less than a year later, at 40 years of age.
 Following the deaths of his parents, William L. Parrish took over owner-
ship of the family home. The junior Parrish had assumed ownership of the 
hardware business when he was 20 years old in 1884, and for the next 60 years 
operated one of the most extensive and successful hardware businesses in the 

Classic home built in 1870s 
by local hardware merchant

Please turn to page 28
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town. While a young man, he also became interested in public life 
and was elected Reeve of Port Perry from 1906-1908.  He also served 
as Warden of Ontario County in 1908.
 The next owners of this attractive Queen St. house were George 
and Emma Rose. Mr. Rose retired from his Brock Twp. farm in 1902 
and purchased the house from Mr. Parrish for $1,500. After settling 
into their new home, Mr. Rose became an agent for a general insur-
ance company for the next 10 years. He died in 1937, and Mrs. Rose 
continued to live in the house until she passed away six years 
later.
 Sadie and Howard Durkin were the next family to own the 
house, purchasing it from the Rose estate in December 1943. 
Howard and Sadie operated the Port Perry 5¢ to $1.00 store on 
Queen St., where Luke’s Card Shop is today. The Durkins lived 
in the house until August 1956.
    Next to own the attractive home were Raymond and Jane Litt.  
Mr. Litt was a high school science teacher who later became 
vice-principal of Port Perry High School. After raising their fam-

ily in Port Perry, the 
Litts sold the house in 
April 1989 and moved 
from town.
   Nora McGriskin 
purchased the house 
from the Litts, and 
while living there did 
extensive renovations 
to the aging structure. 
But after a relatively short time in town she 
offered her house for sale, and in Novem-
ber 1992 it was purchased by Judge Don-
ald S. Ferguson. The Ferguson’s stayed 
on for about three years, before pulling 
up roots and selling the house to Darla & 
Paul Romanchuk in July 1995. It has since 
been sold twice, first to  Douglas and Karen 
Cade who sold it in early 2002 to Frederick 
W. Yeo and Sheri Lynn Rudolph-Yeo.
     Today there is a new attractive and ap-
propriate white board picket fence sur-
rounding the front yard.

Solid wood baseboards, 
trim and ornate doors  

make this home a classic
From previous page

Current owners Sherri and Bill in their home.

The large kitchen is designed for entertaining. Below, the more formal dining room.
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Life On The Lake

November 2007 Published by Scugog Lake Stewards Inc. Vol. 1  Number 4

 There is a reported ancient Chinese curse which says “May you live in interesting times.”  Like it or 
not, we live in interesting times.  This summer has been such a mix of good and bad that it can only 
be classified in that sense as “interesting.”

    On the plus side, we have had absolutely beautiful weather with long sunny days to enjoy with 
our families and friends.  Every morning we seemed to greet another glorious day and then end the 
day with another warm evening and colourful sunset.  Once again, Scugog was  recognized with top 
marks by Communities in Bloom judges as a beautiful, environmentally progressive township.  And, 
once again, our merchants indicate that summer has drawn healthy crowds to Port Perry.

    On the negative side, however, “interesting times” has also brought for Scugog this year a big bag 
of trouble – dead carp, overwhelming milfoil lake weeds, plunging lake levels, dead-looking lawns 
and gardens, stressed trees, event cancellations and a whole lot of negative publicity.  Finding that an 
error by the Trent-Severn Waterway administration added to our water woes was just “the icing on the 
cake.” 

    There are two ways to face these adversities – gripe and complain, or get busy and do something 
to set goals that will effect positive change to help our Lake Scugog now and in the future. 

   While we cannot control weather, we can certainly help determine the direction of leadership in 
this very dynamic time in Scugog’s history.  It is a dynamic time not only because of possible climate 
change.  It is dynamic because of the large number of  changes being studied for all levels of govern-
mental management that will, no doubt, affect each and every one of us as well as our environment.  
Environmental necessities and budgetary pinches are driving many studies and implementation 
plans.  We urge you to learn about these studies and their outlined changes and then speak out, add-
ing to the weight of public involvement to these plans.

   Specifically, we urge you to organize your thoughts about the importance of the Lake and the Lind-
say dam to you and to the economy of this Township.  We urge you to understand the current state of 
repair of the Lindsay dam and the locks, their administration this year and in the past, and consider 
this structure’s position within the heritage structure of the Trent-Severn Waterway (TSW) as a whole.  
We urge you to consider the importance of the historic federal mandate of the TSW to keep the chan-
nel open between Port Perry and Lindsay.   

 We then suggest you make your case for the continued health and good water management regarding these issues on Lake 
Scugog as soon as possible in letters especially to Federal Environment Minister, John Baird and your local M.P., Bev Oda.  Cop-
ies of these notes should be sent as well to your provincial M.P.P, to your municipalities, and the administration of the Trent-Severn 
Waterway and Parks Canada.  Studies are underway by the TSW right at the moment that might result in a drastic decline in Fed-
eral investment and involvement.  Make your comments known now.  A list of relevant names, titles and addresses is available at 
scugoglakestewards@yahoo.ca, or call Barbara Karthein at (905) 985-2263.   We do not want to have another “Lost” summer on 
Scugog if we can prevent it.  

The “Lost” Summer
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Learn how to grow your own shoreline  
or slope erosion solution: 
	 It’s	magic!			At	this	time	of	the	year	if	you	just	cut	sticks	from	
native	willows	and	then	pound	them	into	the	ground,	they	will	root	
and	become	shrubs	or	small	trees	next	year.
					Most	engineered	concrete	or	wood	solutions	to	shoreline	and	
bank	edges	eventually	fail	around	Scugog	because	of	the	soft	un-
derlying	soil	conditions.		Even	large	stones	heave	because	of	frost	
and	ice.		The	roots	of	native	willows,	bred	for	water	edge	condi-
tions,	will	only	get	stronger	and	more	effective	against	erosion	as	
time	passes	...	and	all	this	is	available	for	free.
	 Willows,	whether	they	be	tree	or	shrub	varieties	have	an	
unusual	root	structure	that	is	able	to	tolerate	total	submersion	in	
water,	yet	do	well	in	all	moist	soils	as	well.		The	roots	of	all	varie-
ties	are	very	fibrous	and	matted	--	very	much	like	a	plastic	scrub-
bing	pad	--	perfect	for	holding	even	fine	soils	together	to	prevent	
erosion	and	ice	damage.	

How to cut “live stakes”:
	 Now	is	a	perfect	time	to	cut	live	stakes	and	to	insert	them	in	
the	ground	for	growth	next	spring.		Live	stakes	will	also	grow	if	

planted	in	the	early	spring.	Frozen	ground,	or	early	
hot	and	dry	weather	might	make	spring	staking	
more	difficult	or	questionable.
						Find	a	friend	with	some	open	land	that	contains	
shrub	or	tree	willows.		Obtain	permission	to	cut	
branches.		Even	if	willows	are	cut	to	the	ground,	
they	regrow	quickly	in	the	spring	so	these	cuts	will	
not	damage	the	plants.		
						Select	stems	that	have	a	minimum	3/4	inch	
diameter	base.		Cut	the	bottom	on	a	diagonal.		
Measure	approximately	18	inches	(46	cm)	up	the	
stem	and	then	cut	straight	across.		This	will	be	
the	top	of	your	live	stake.		Wrap	your	cuttings	in	

wet	cloth	or	immerse	in	a	pail	of	water.		Pound	the	stakes	gently	
into	the	ground,	preferably	with	a	rubber	mallet,	leaving	about	5	
inches	(6	cm)	above	the	ground.		Make	sure	the	ground	remains	
moist	until	freeze-up.		
	 The	diagram	above	demonstrates	what	a	live	stake	will	look	
like	in	the	spring	when	roots	start	to	grow	from	the	stick	and	the	
first	leaf	sprouts	start.

The Magic of Willows:
	 All	willows,	and	to	a	lesser	extent	dogwoods,		contain	a	hor-
mone	that	stimulates	quick	rooting.		Should	you	wish	to	create	live	
stakes	from	other	varieties	of	shrub,	soak	the	cuttings	in	water	
that	contains	willow	branches	before	planting.

				The	other	magic	of	willows	is	that	they	produce	salacin,	a	
precursor	of	acetesalicylic	acid	(or	Asprin).		For	this	reason,	wil-
low	bark	was	used	in	both	Europe	and	in	North	American	to	treat	
headaches	and	to	thin	the	blood.
					Generally	only	non-native	willows	are	sold	in	garden	centres.		
This	is	unfortunate,	because	willows	play	an	important	role	in	
our	landscapes.		There	are	willows	that	grow	to	over	100	ft.	and	
there	are	those	that	are	lucky	to	grow	to	3	ft.			There	are	about	70	
different	varieties	of	willow	in	Canada.Check them out at 

Baagwating Park:
	 When	you	start	your	erosion	control	project	you	will	want	to	
know	which	willows	will	be	best	for	your	location	or	which	will	
look	the	most	attractive.			From	the	culvert	opening	at	Curts	and	
Water	Street	in	Port	Perry	to	the	shore	of	Lake	Scugog,	the	Lake	
Stewards	lined	the	stormwater	channel	with	a	wide	range	of	attrac-
tive	shrub	willows,	all	grown	from	live	stakes.		Whether	you	like	
silver	leaves,	or	soft	filigree	structure,	there	is	a	shrub	willow	for	
you.		Don’t	forget	the	native	pussy	willow!

	Beware of the common Fragile Willow:  	
					Fragile	or	crack	willows	(Salix	fragilis)	
which	grow	to	almost	100	ft.	are	very	common	
in	Scugog	although	they	are	native	to	Europe	
and	Asia.		They	get	their	name	because	the	
twigs,	branches	and	even	whole	trunks	break	
easily	in	wind	storms	and	sometimes	even	
drop	unexpectedly	when	nothing	is	disturbing	
the	trees	at	all.	These	trees,	however,	have	
very	strong	root	systems	which	generally	hold	
shoreline	soils	against	whatever	Mother	Na-
ture	throws	at	them.	Regular	pruning	keeps	

these	large	trees	healthy	and	relatively	safe,	but	they	are	probably	
not	suitable	trees	for	public	areas.	

This issue of “Life on the Lake”
was sponsored by the 

BAAGWATING  
COMMUNITY  

ASSOCIATION

part of the “Keepers of the Earth” 
tradition

Get your FREE
erosion control!

This photo was taken in mid-spring after a fall planting with live stakes in 
Port Perry’s Baagwating Park.  Note the already thick growth.
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Many people would 
“quail” at eating 
a Canada goose; 
some because they 
love animals, and 
some because of 
what they think they 
must taste like based 
on what they see 
them eating. 
    Canada geese love 
Scugog! It has the 
best private spots for 

raising their broods. It has great shallow water with lots of plants. 
It has cornfields all around and irresistibly tender lawns right down 
to the lake to nibble on. Most of all, Scugog has few predators for 
the geese.  
     In the absence of predators, their populations have grown to 
bulging. We can naturalize our shorelines to help keep them off 
the lawns, but they will still be there. So the Lake Stewards offer 
a small suggestion.

BAKED CANADA GOOSE

 

 Marinate in a solution of 1 part vinegar to 3 parts water, enough 
to cover the goose for 6 to 12 hours in a big plastic bag.  Remove, 
wash and pat dry. Season with salt, pepper and the dash of cay-
enne.  Place the turnip inside the goose.
 Brown flour slowly over low heat in olive oil. Add onions and 
parsley.  Stir 2-3 mins.  Add 3’c’s of water, garlic, wine, mushroom 
soup, lemon juice, Worcestershire sauce and bay leaf. Cook at 
375 degrees, covered, for 2 hours. Remove the bay leaf after one 
hour. Baste off and on during the cooking with the sauce. Remove 
the cover to brown if necessary.

 

 Traveling around Lake Superior this spring, I was sur-
prised to notice how low the water levels were. Surely it is 
impossible that this enormous sweet-water reservoir, that 
drains such a vast natural watershed, could possibly be down 
to such levels?
 Although drought and increased evaporation caused by 
climate change is no doubt the main culprit, there is no deny-
ing the importance of the diversion of great amounts of water 
through the hundreds of ‘thirsty straws’ from the burgeoning 
municipalities that surround the Great Lakes.
 Scugog will not be able to tap into the Great Lakes for new 
water.  Those days are over, and too costly in any case. We 
will always have to be self-sufficient when it comes to water.  
 While drought and dam management are the major  
problems for Scugog, the circumstance of “many thirsty 
straws” is also true here as well, but from the limited supply 
of our aquifers and groundwater.
 The new watchwords for every household in Ontario, 
whether urban or rural will be water efficiency and conserva-
tion.  Even private well usage may be monitored and perhaps 
taxed in the future. 
 Urban and rural water that has been used in our homes 
and to water our lawns does not just cycle back into the  
aquifers. It is unfortunately no longer pure and its volume is 
greatly diminished. The impact of one household on ground 
and surface water is small, but the impact of all of our com-
bined households and lawns, golf courses and businesses  is 
very large.   
 This summer in Scugog we tasted the first twinges of our 
future and our need to think twice about all aspects of our 
water use.  

Editorial:		We are not
alone with low water levels

by Barbara Karthein

1 Canada goose 
1 c. flour
3/4 c. olive oil 
2 large onions, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 can cream of mushroom
 soup 
3 c’s of Sauterne wine          

1 lemon, juiced 
dash cayenne
1 turnip, peeled & whole 
1 bay leaf
1/2 c. fresh parsley       
1 tblsp. Worcestershire 
 sauce
3 c’s water                  

Cooking a Canada Goose
        or ... if you can’t beat ‘em eat ‘em

Did you know?...that the foam on Lake Scugog 
and along its shorelines is a very natural occurrence in older 
lakes with a high level of phosphorus? It is not the result of soap  
residues in the water. Detergent, dish soaps and even many 
dishwasher soaps now have low to nil levels of phosphorus  
because of legislation. When shopping, check the labels for the 
best products with low to zero amounts of phosphorus.

Keeping Canada geese off your lawn...
    If you are bothered by Canada geese, the best way to deter them is to obstruct their view of your luscious lawn from the 
lake by allowing a wide area of your shoreline to naturalize with tall grasses, native flowers, shrubs and trees. Geese will not 
come ashore if they cannot see possible predators lurking behind the tall foliage.

   In addition you will be providing a home and nurs-
ery area for the 90% of lake life that takes place right 
at the shoreline edge. Fish, frogs, birds and other spe-
cies need shoreline plants to hide in, to provide food and 
shade. Shoreline plants such as cattails, and bulrushes, 
arrowhead and sedges all remove pollutants from the 
lake such as gasoline and oil, heavy metals, fertilizers 
and pesticides. They also prevent silt and sediment from 
running with surface runoff into the lake from the land. 
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What do we do?
 The Scugog Lake Stewards have 
been involved since 1999 in lake surveys, 
the building of Joe Fowler and Baagwat-
ing Parks as 
shoreline natu-
ralization dem-
o n s t r a t i o n s , 
research and 
more.  
 Today, as 
an official char-
itable organi-
zation called 
Scugog Lake 
Stewards Inc., we are still involved in re-
search and the encouragement of natu-
ral shorelines.  We are also expanding 
our activities using our knowledge-base 
to get good, timely information to the 
public.  We are also continually advocat-
ing for the lake at all levels of govern-
ment and acting as “eyes on the lake” on 
many environmental committees. 

Lake Scugog today
 Lake Scugog is an old lake, with many 
of the troubles that normally accompany 
such lakes.  Scientifically speaking, it is 
“eutrophying” which simply means that 
mineral and organic nutrients – nitrogen 
and phosphorus  – are increasing.  This 
promotes a lot of plant life, especially al-
gae. All the plant life and its decompo-
sition reduces the oxygen availability of 

the water.  This has the potential to be 
an unhealthy condition for fish and other 
life in the lake, especially at high tem-
peratures. The shallow nature of the lake 
and the amount of development around 
it compounds the “eutrophication” prob-
lem.
 Water quality can be improved or 
deterioration slowed. How fast the lake 
ages is up to us -- right now -- and in 
years to come. On the immediate hori-
zon there are many studies and imple-
mentation plans that have the potential 
to improve current aging trends.

What’s so special about  
this year!  
     We have just completed a summer 
that has demonstrated the real need for 
action.  A few of the topics on which the 
Stewards are currently working:

 • The Lake Scugog Environmental  
  Mgmt. Plan implementation

 • Water levels -- the Lindsay dam 

 • Carp die-off 

 • Works department Best Manage- 
  ment practices

 • Water and wastewater mgmt.

 • Official Plan

 • Invasive aquatic and terrestrial 
  plants including Eurasian milfoil.

 • Dredging and weed cutting
 This is a big program, we really need 
your efforts or just your help given with 
a membership  – financial support.   All 
yearly membership fees go toward this 
“Life on the Lake” supplement in Focus 
on Scugog.  

If you value our lake information, 
please sign up -- become a  

Scugog Lake Steward!

Becoming a Scugog Lake Steward is as easy as completing a membership form.   
Your involvement can mean your active participation in the effort to save Lake Scugog 

or you can be a member only, receiving regular up-dates and participating in our  
community education program through your small, yearly membership fee. 

Bacteria testing

Typical shoreline in an area of high nutrient runoff
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	 Probably	the	worst	steamboat		related	
tragedy	on	Lake	Scugog	occurred	on	
Friday,	May	10,	1892.	James	Carnegie’s	
steamboat,	the	Stranger,	was	on	the	re-
turn	run	from	Lindsay	to	Port	Perry	when	
it	made	a	stop	at	Washburn	Island.	
	 James	Carnegie,	the	eldest	son	of	the	
steamboat	owner,	and	his	friend	James	
Roberts	were	on	board.			 	
	 When	the	boat	arrived	at	Washburn	
Island	the		young	men	went	into	a	canoe	
to	have	a	spin	down	to	Caesarea,	with	the	
intention	of	returning	to	Washburn	in	
time	to	catch	the	steamer	on	her	return	to	
Port	Perry.
	 But	when	the	steamer	was	ready	to	

return,	the	young	men	had	not	returned		
and	an	alarm	was	at	once	raised.
	 It	was	found	that	they	had	left	Caesarea	
in	time	to	catch	the	boat	and	it	was	at	once	
concluded	that	the	parties	had	gone	down.		
	 The	steamer	arrived	in	Port	Perry	late	
on	Saturday	night	and	the	greatest	alarm	
was	created	when	it	became	known	that	
the	young	men	were	lost.
	 An	active	search	for	the	bodies	was	
started	with	several	steamers	and	smaller	
boats	taking	part,	but	the	bodies	were	not	
recovered	until	more	than	two	days	later.
	 James	Carnegie	was	only	20	years	old	
and	his	friend,	James	Roberts,	only	21	at	
the	time	of	their	deaths.

March 1877 - Mr. Wm. Lee was driving across the ice 
of Scugog, when near the Caesarea shore his horse 
broke through and drowned. The ice is not now to be 
trusted and parties will do well to avoid it.
July 1885 - Thos. McBrien, Isaac Vipond and Martin 
Hardy, all of Brooklin, were out on Lake Scugog this 
morning in a small boat. When near Scugog Island 
one of them made a mistroke of the oar and the boat 
capsized. Vipond and McBrien clung to the boat and 
drifted ashore, but Hardy drowned, being unable to 
swim.
June 1891 - Mr. John McKenzie, games keeper of the 
Lake Scugog Game Preserve Co. located the body 
of James Donaldson, after he fell from his boat and 
drowned in Lake Scugog.
April 1895 - The body of Cassie Burk, who drowned 
while skating on the lake last fall, was found floating 
near Washburn Island by Inspector Watson.
August 1901 - Joseph Hood, eldest son of Paul and 
Lydia Hood, aged 20, drowned while bathing with 
friends in Lake Scugog.
August 1910 - Herbert Sweetman, son of the late 
Wm. Sweetman of Scugog Island, drowned after fall-
ing from a canoe while out fishing with friends on Lake 
Scugog.
July 1912 - Seventeen year old Karl Ross drowned 
near the dock at the foot of Queen St. when he got 
stuck in the mud while playing with friends. 
May 1962 - The first fatal accident in Lake Scugog 
off  Pine Point in 100 years occurred when Bill Healey 
drowned while out fishing for mudcat with Ted Leahy 
of Scugog Island.
July 1980 -  A 19-year-old Oshawa man drowned in 
Lake Scugog Monday afternoon when he fell from a 
high-powered motor boat about 100 yards off the north 
shore of Seven Mile Island.
October 1989 - Two Toronto area men, out for a days 
fishing, drowned in Lake Scugog when their small boat 
capsized.
January 1998 - Firefighters and police recover the 
bodies of four men from Lake Scugog that drowned in 
two separate snowmobiling accidents when their ma-
chines went through the ice not far from Caesarea.

THE TOLL
No one really knows how many lives have been lost in 
Lake Scugog over the past 175 years but below are a 
sampling of those recorded in the local newspapersLake of tragedy

Two young men lost when canoe  
overturns returning from Caesarea

Two die on Sunday School Excursion The Raglan Sunday School, with a large number of friends went on an excursion from Port Perry to Lindsay on board the Anglo Saxon on Sunday, June 25, 1870. On the return, two men, Wm. Jamieson and Richard O’Boyle, fell from the steamboat into the water, but by the time a rescue was attempted, only one remained struggling to keep above the water. After struggling for some time he also sank to rise no more. One of the hands on the steamship jumped in and was able to recover Mr. Jamieson, but could not find O’Boyle. His body was recovered later that night. The accident was blamed on a defect in the fastening of the gangway.
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 Kristyn Chambers, the familiar face behind the desk 
at the Scugog Visitor and Business Centre is moving 
on. Kristyn was recently hired by the Region of Dur-
ham and Durham Tourism, as its Tourism Co-ordina-
tor. She began her new position on Monday, October 
29 after spending the past four years at the Scugog 
tourist centre.                        Photos J. Peter Hvidsten

 A group of students from the Port Perry High School 
business class are hoping to raise funds to help cover 
costs for Canadian efforts on behalf of families in Afghan-
istan. Under the guidance of teacher Kelly Cochrane, the 
students will be selling mugs for $8 and buttons for a 
minimum $1. The items are now on sale and are avail-
able at the PPHS, Reid’s Independent or CTC. Kaitlyn 
Baker, right, displays a couple of the buttons.

New tourism coordinator

Raising funds for children



A look at some of the events
   which have taken place in Scugog 
     during the month of October 2007

 Above, 5-year old Maxwell Dinsmore 
crunches into a bright red apple for the 
photographer. Maxwell, who is a member 
of the 1st Port Perry Beavers was tak-
ing part in the annual Scout’s Apple Day 
during October.

Far right, an unknown windsurfer 
gets a last shot at this summer 
sport during a cold, wet day dur-
ing October. The picture was 
taken near the pier at Caesa-
rea.

Right: Jennifer Ceney of Black-
stock was serving up her sweet 
treats - decorated pretzel sticks 
- at the Cartwright Fall Festival 
on October 13.

Photos by J.P. Hvidsten

 Members of the Township of Scugog staff gathered in front of the local 
municipal offices on October 3 before taking part in “Walkolution”... an at-
tempt to break the Guiness World Record for the number of people walking 
1 km simultaneously.
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 Good friends Don Stinson, left, and Neil Hutton got into the swing of things at the Cartwright 
Fall Festival on October 13, dressing up for the popular Chili Cook-Off. Don says they just took 
his wife’s recipe and added some “hot stuff” to the mixture... and hot it was! People’s Choice 
results - 1st - Reid’s Independent.  2nd - Dan and Neil (above). 3rd - CHS Athletic Council.

Focus
on

 OCTOBER
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...everything’s comin’ up Christmas!
CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW
Port Perry High School, 160 Rosa St., Port Perry

If you’re looking for a special gift this is the show you can’t afford 
to miss. Vendors from across Ontario will be displaying top qual-
ity crafts. From the traditional wooden folk art, Christmas crafts, 
decorations, ornaments, Santas, angels, dried floral arrange-
ments, teddy bears and country store you are bound to find that 
special gift. 

When: November 10, 2007
Time: 10:00 am - 4:30 pm
How Much: $3.00/ under 12-free

A CHRISTMAS STORY
Town Hall 1873, 302 Queen St., Port Perry

Scugog Choral Society proudly presents the Canadian theatri-
cal premiere of A. Wood’s, “The Legend Of The Flying Pigs: A 
Christmas Story.” This musical is a delightful, whimsical, heart-
warming production for the entire family. 

When: November 15 - December 1
Time: 8:00 pm (more details on page 9)
How Much: $20.00/ seniors & students $15
Tickets: 905-985-1965

ARTISAN’S CHRISTMAS 
OCALA Orchards & Winery
971 High Point Road (south of Port Perry)

Annual Christmas Open House, featuring an Art Show and Sale 
by the Port Perry Artists’ Association. (Wine tasting is open to 
those persons 19 years of age or older.) Featuring original paint-
ings by members of the PPAA.

When: December 1 & 2, 2007
Time: Saturday 10 am - 5 pm, Sunday, Noon - 5 pm
How Much: no charge
More Information: 905-985-1112

KID’S OLD-FASHIONED CHRISTMAS 
Scugog Shores Museum, 16210 Island Rd.

Enjoy the season at the Children’s Old-Fashioned Christmas. 
Step back in time and tour through the historic village, tradition-
ally decorated for the holidays with evergreen boughs, bright 
ribbons and berries. Visit with Santa Claus, bake and decorate 
gingerbread cookies, create ornaments and cards, and explore 
the village on a scavenger hunt.

When: Sunday, December 9, 2007
How Much: Admission free but non-perishable food  
 donations to Operation Scugog accepted.
More Information: 905-985-3589

Tree Lighting Night
Thursday, November 22

Come visit downtown Port Perry and 
enjoy a wonderful evening of shop-
ping, caroling, and the annual tree 
lighting ceremony/candlelight walk.

For further information:
Email: info@discoverportperry.ca
Website: www.discoverportperry.ca
Phone: 905-985-4971

Santa Claus Parade
Saturday, November 24
Time: start at 5 p.m.

One of the largest and best Santa 
Claus Parades in Durham Region. 
Come early for a good view.

For further information:
Email: info@scugogchamber.ca
Website: www.scugogchamber.ca
Phone: 905-985-4971
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Cover Picture
The magic and excitement 
of Christmas is evident all 
along Queen St., especially 
after dark when windows 
glow and lights twinkle.

Photo J. Peter Hvidsten

          Once again the Christmas season is upon us and the annual frantic search is on 
to find just the right gift for that special person in your life. Despite the hustle and 
bustle of the season, a little planning and thought can make the last few weeks 
before Christmas a pleasant experience.  
      This year we’d like to suggest that Scugog area residents pause before 
jumping in your cars to head south of the ridges, or even south of the border, to 
investigate the great selection of items available right here at home. We’re not 
suggesting you’ll find everything you’ll need, but you might be surprised what’s 
hidden on the shelves of our unique, wonderful stores and at prices compara-
ble to larger centres.
       There’s absolutely no doubt that shopping in your hometown will offer a 
far more enjoyable experience than having to deal with hot, crowded malls, 
people pushing and shoving and long line-ups at check-out counters.
       It’s probably not a stretch to suggest that almost everyone who lives in 
this community of Scugog, does so partially due to the attractive downtown 

which is such a vital and important part of our township. 
         But, in order to keep our town healthy, especially now with the im-
pending arrival of large box stores in a new west end development, it’s 
important we all support our local merchants.

       Let’s not forget how many times our merchants are asked to 
support community endeavours. We have all gone to the local store-
owners with our hands out seeking support for hockey, baseball 

and soccer clubs... as well as for our churches, hospital, arena, 
library and town hall. And that doesn’t even include the dozens 
of requests for donations business owners get every month for a 
variety of community events.
       We should all remember, as we sit with our families watching 
the Santa Claus parade or enjoying the fireworks display during 

the summer, that it’s the local merchants who sponsor and 
finance these events, as well as many others.
      Over the past six months, Focus has watched and reported  
through “Changing Faces,” as more than 20 businesses have 
closed up shop in the town. Fortunately, there were a similar 
number of entrepreneurs waiting in the wings to fill those loca-
tions with new stores. Just think what would happen to this 

town if the stores had remained empty!
           We urge everyone who lives in Scugog to get 

out and experience what our shop owners have to offer 
this Christmas season. If you don’t find what you 

want, fine. But chances are that special gift 
is right here, waiting for you in one of our 
fabulous local shops!
     Merry Christmas to all!
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Hi Peter,
 Recently something very nice happened in our neigh-
bourhood, within our community of Caesarea.
 We came home late on Wednesday and found a large 
gift bag between our 
front doors. Inside were a 
number of items relating 
to Halloween. There were 
jellybeans, a fake red nose, 
a small mask for children, 
a stuffed Raggedy Ann 
type witch on a broom, and 
many other small inexpen-
sive items.
 There was a sign print-
ed on paper indicating that 
we had been “Boo’d” and 
we were instructed to 
place it in our front win-
dow to notify others that 
we had been “Boo’d”. Next 
we were asked to arrange 
to place similar bags at two 
other homes located in our 
community.
 There was also a note 
asking us to drive around 
our community and look for  
homes that had also been 
“Booed”. In our immediate 
area of just a few blocks, we 
counted 30 homes that had 
these signs.
 Such a novel idea. 
Makes one appreciate the 
closeness of our small com-
munity.
Bruno & Darlene Gauweiler
Caesarea, Ont.

Caesarea couple Hallowe’en “Booo”

Bruno and Darlene with the  
gift bag and Boo’d sign
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Dear Editor:
 I enjoy receiving the Focus 
magazine.  The content is always 
interesting and pertinent to our 
community. I have lived here since 
1975, but it still feels ‘small town’ 
even with all the development and 
I think the local papers and pub-
lications contribute to that feeling 
of community.
 If your next publication is out 
by Dec. 9 and if you have room in 
your ‘What’s Up Scugog?’  would 
you include the following:
 “A dramatic reading of Dick-
en’s “A Christmas Carol” on Sun-
day, December 9, 2007 at 7 p.m. at 
Port Perry United Church. Host 
for the evening is Bruce Rogers. 
Readers include Andy Sheppard, 
host of ‘After Hours’ on CBC ra-
dio and local readers Ed Daigle, 
Bobbie Drew, Rusty Hick and Sara 
Mercier.
 Tickets are $10.00 and available 
at the church office (905-985-2801) 
or at the door.”

Thank you, 
Kathryn Gundry

Content of Focus is
always interesting

Features & Stories
GUARDIAN ANGELS - Dana is hospital’s angel ...................................5

SCOUTING ANNIVERSARY - recalling 85 years in town .................... 7

KIDS TALK CHRISTMAS - grade 3 students open up .......................  11

DID YOU KNOW? - tidbits of useless information .............................. 15

CHRISTMAS OLYMPICS - making Christmas fun again ................... 16

SANTA  ARRIVES - Santa parade a hit with thousands ......................19

NEED FOR SPEED - local teen sets eye on record ............................20

ABSOLUTELY DE LITEFUL - youth choir performs ............................28

THUMBS - rating events and decisions in the community .................. 31

THIS OLD HOUSE - schoolhouse becomes her home .......................32

Heart patient thanks local doctors
Dear Editor
 I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the 
emergency staff at the Port Perry Hospital, Dr. Steve Russell, 
Dr. Nassar-Sharif, their lab and office staff for the quick, effi-
cient care they provided during my recent cardiac problems.
 The locally co-ordinated, testing and diagnosis quickly led 
to my admittance to St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto for fur-
ther tests and ultimately heart by-pass surgery, which was per-
formed successfully.
 Throughout the last three months following surgery, ap-
pointments have been kept with Drs. Russell and Sharif and re-
quired tests and procedures co-ordinated and already booked. 
You just could not ask for better care - but there is more!
 In mid-September, about a month after my surgery, I was ad-
vised by Paul Sawyer, clinical leader of the cardiovascular Pre-
vention and Rehabilitation Program (Lakeridge Health) that I 
was referred to the program by my doctors here in Port Perry. 
I have since been participating in all activity and testing on a 
regular basis (at no charge) both at L.H. Oshawa and at the 
Scugog Recreation Complex in Port Perry.
 What more there to say except that we are all so very for-
tunate to have access to our Port Perry health team? So well  
organized, care and accessible, and connect to the Cardiac Care 
Network of Ontario.
 Thank you for allowing me to express my sincere apprecia-
tion to all involved.
 Kindest regards
 Malcolm Lennox
 Port Perry

SEE MORE LETTERS ON PAGE 31
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 As we inch closer to the Christmas season, changes within the 
business community appear to have slowed, although there are a 
few closings and openings to mention.
 We’re saddened to report that one of Queen Streets popular 
“country decorating” stores closed it doors early in October. The 
quaint little shop of Mrs. R.B.’s Country Fixin’s closed its doors and 
the store is now available for rent.
 And as 2007 draws to a close, yet another business will lock 
its door for the final time. Just Because, located at the east end of 
Queen St., have announced by way of window signs, they will be 
vacating their premises before the new year arrives.
 Fortunately, space at 263 Queen St., which was vacated a couple 
of months ago by Herrington’s Butchers when they moved a few 
doors east, is about to take on a new tenant. Scheduled to open on 
Dec. 7th will be From Our Table, a store specializing in dinners-on-
the-go, for people who don’t have time to prepare meals. 
 Another new-comer along the street is Granny Rose’s Country 
Parlor, which takes up residence at 230 Queen St., in the former 
location of Kaleidoscope. Granny’s is another country fixin’s store. 
This finally fills all the storefronts along the east end of Queen St. 
 A little south of the main business district, at 158 Casimir St. is 
Port Perry Laser Clinic and Cosmetic Dermatology Centre. This new 
business is located above Marlin Travel.
 Stepping in to fill one of the units where the Port Perry Dance 

Please turn to page 9
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around our town

PLUNGE
The Port Perry

Old Fashioned
Christmas 

 Almost everyone has tuned into a news broadcast on New Years Day and shivered at the 
sight of a group of hardy souls running into a cold lake or jumping through a hole in the ice 
during the traditional Polar Bear Plunge.
 Now all you “Scugogians” won’t have to sit on the sidelines any longer. This January the 
first annual “Port Perry Plunge” will take place at the lakefront near Palmer Park.
 This new event for the Scugog area is being taken on as a fundraiser by the energetic 
women of the Port Perry Hospital Auxiliary and they’re looking for the community’s help and 
participation.
    Gail Kerry, a long time Auxiliary member hopes the community will get behind this exciting 
new fundraising event.
      “We need hardy participants and they will need sponsors,” she said, explaining the event is 
part of the efforts the group is undertaking to fulfill their $250,000 pledge to the hospital.
 The Auxiliary is hoping for ‘challenges’ between families, groups and businesses in order 
to help create excitement and raise the level of pledges. “There may be some who have a 
special connection with the hospital and staff or who wish to honour someone special by par-
ticipating,” Gail explained.
    Whatever anyone’s reason for jumping in and taking the “plunge,” they will have comfort 
in knowing all the funds raised will be pledged toward the “Lighting The Way” campaign to 
purchase endoscopy equipment and a CT scanner.
       The Port Perry Plunge will take place at 11 a.m. at Palmer Park on Saturday, January 12, 
2008. All participants must be at least 19 years of age and will be required to sign a waiver 
before taking part in the plunge.
    The Auxiliary is encouraging everyone to wear a costume and wet-suits are also permitted. 
Immediately after the plunge participants will be provided a place for changing out of the wet 
clothing. This will be followed by a “cool reception” at the Latcham Centre where a hot lunch 
and awards will be presented.
       Organizers want everyone to have fun and are hoping for a large turnout to encourage 
everyone braving the cold. Bring your family and friends to cheer them on and witness the 
wacky participants take the plunge.
 Please remember this is one of the Auxiliary’s major fundraising events and the minimum 
pledge of $100 is required to “plunge-in”... so to speak!
 Anyone wishing to register or requiring more information about the event can contact Gail 
Kerry (905-985-7792), Anne Wright (905-985-3158) or Ruth Spearing (905-985-6232).

 Step back in time and experience Christ-
mas the way it was celebrated more than a 
century ago. 
 The Scugog Shores Museum will be hold-
ing its Children’s Old-Fashioned Christmas 
on Sunday, December 9th from 11:00 am to 
3:00 pm.  Step back in time and tour through 
the historic village, traditionally decorated 
for the holidays with evergreen boughs, 
bright ribbons and berries.  Children will be 
engaged in activities throughout the village 
including:
4 Visiting with Santa Claus in the school 
 house 
4 Baking and decorating ginger bread  
 cookies using the pioneer wood stove
4 Creating unique ornaments to hang on  
 their tree
4 Decorating your home with traditional  
 Victorian Christmas cards 
4 Exploring the museum village on a  
 holiday scavenger hunt
 Light refreshments will be served in the 
schoolhouse throughout the day.  Admission 

to the event is free but non-perish-
able food donations for Operation 
Scugog will be accepted.  For more 
information please call the Museum 

at 905-985-3589 or email ahall@
scugog.ca.

 Irwin Smith, a long-time local entertainer will be celebrat-
ing Christmas this year with a special Christmas concert on 
Friday, December 7.
  The concert, “Celebrate Christ-

mas,” will feature Irwin on the organ 
with special guests. He’ll sing many of 
his Christmas favourites and introduce 
some new seasonal songs during the show.

  The popular entertainer is promising to make the audience 
laugh, clap their hands and even stomp their feet.

 Liz Auston and the Choral de Lites will accompany him on stage. 
Liz, who is a member of the Scugog Choral Society, will perform 
solos and sing duets with Irwin.

  There will also be a singalong.
 The concert will be held in the Port Perry United Church beginning at 8 p.m.  
Tickets are $20 and are available at Henshall’s Clothiers on Queen Street, 905-985-
1965, or through members of the church.
 Proceeds from the Christmas concert will be used to help purchase an elevator for 
Port Perry United Church. 

Christmas Concert
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PLUNGE
The Port Perry

 The spirit of Christmas, alongside the legacy it’s creating, is back in 
Scugog and it comes in the form of a Guardian Angel ornament.    
 For the seventh consecutive year, Dana Smith of Dana’s Goldsmithing 
and The Silver Side of Dana’s are selling the unique pewter and gold–
plated Christmas ornaments to raise money for the Port Perry Hospital 
Foundation.  
 “These stylized angels are different every year but still similar” said 
Dana of the limited edition collector’s item’s which change appearance 

from one year to the next, “Once they’re gone, 
they’re gone,” she says, adding there are still 
a few ‘Angels’ from the years 2004 and 2005  
available for interested collectors.   
 Priced at an affordable $15 per ornament, 
Dana’s very generous donation of $5 per sale has 
amounted to a whopping $18,000 in 6 years.  
 Previous years has seen this money help the 
Port Perry Hospital purchase heart monitor, as well 
as equipment for the New Life Centre and this year 
will be no different.

 In conjunction with the “Lighting the Way!” campaign, this year’s Guardian 
Angels donation will help to bring the Port Perry Hospital Foundation another step 
closer in their goal of building a new endoscopy suite at the Lakeridge Health, Port 

Dana’s sale of “Guardian Angels” raises
over $18,000 for local hospital projects

An ‘Angel’ in our midst

Dana Smith & 
Diane Chambers 
display the 2007 

Guardian Angels.

“Dana’s
our

angel”
...Diane Chambers

Please turn to page 6
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Continued from page 5

Dana’s Guardian Angels
Perry site, located on Paxton Street.
  “Dana’s our angel,” said Diana, past chair of the Port Perry 
Hospital Foundation, in reference to Dana’s generous efforts to 
raise money for the hospital.  
 She insists the retail price and donation 

amount remain the same even though 
the cost of the ornaments has in-

creased steadily since the first year.  
A strong belief in the cause and a 
front row seat to the growing popu-
larity of the Guardian Angels is 
not only enough for her to carry 
on but also top up last year’s 700 
sales to total a donation of $4000. 
 Guardian Angels are now avail-

able at both Dana’s Queen Street 
jewellery stores, as well as the  

Port Perry Hospital. The ornaments 
are a great gift idea for that special 

person who “has it all” and have even 
been used as a way to dress up Christ-
mas packages.  

 What better way to bring the true spirit and beauty of Christ-
mas into your home. Nothing compares to the connection made 
by a young one dressing the tree or the gift of giving them a  
Guardian Angel ornament; truly a legacy that continues to give 
back to people of this community.

By Chris DeClute
Focus on Scugog
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 Scouting began in 1907 when 
Lt. Gen. Robert Stephenson 
Smyth Baden-Powell took a group 
of youth to a camp on Brownsea 
Island. Scouting came to Canada 
in the spring of 1908 - just months 
after the book “Scouting for Boys” 
was published in England. In 2007, 
Scouts Canada joins the World 
Organization of the Scout Move-
ment in celebrating 100 years of 
Scouting!
 Scouting, which was incorpo-
rated by King George V in 1912, 
now boasts 28 million youth and 
adults (both male and female) 
from 155 countries and territories. 
 Although Scouting came to 
Canada with the publication of 
“Scouting for Boys” in 1880, it 
wasn’t incorporated until 1912 by 
Canadian Parliament. 
 On October 13, 1922, Scout-
ing was founded in Port Perry by  
Melvern Arlidge and Mr. L.H. Cor-
ner of the Bank of Commerce as 
Scout Master and Assistant. Alf 
Andrew succeeded them as Scout 
Master (1926-1929) when scout-
ing died out in the area. 
 Come 1940, Fred Chapman 
revived the movement for Port 
Perry. Owen Cliff replaced him as 
Scout Master with Stan Plough-
man organizing a Cub pack. 
 Stan, Foster Vernon and Gor-
don Reesor kept scouting alive 
until 1943 when Ernie Sulman 
took the helm for five years. 1948-
50 saw the succession of Ted 
Griffen, Jack Whitmore and Frank 
Godley as Scout leaders.
 With the fundraising efforts 
of the Scout Mothers’ Auxiliary 
(founded April 3, 1947) and the 
participation of the entire commu-
nity in the ‘buy-a-block’ campaign 
organized by then Cub leader Stan 
Ploughman, sod was turned on 
the Scout Hall on June 15, 1950. 
The building was built, dedicated 
by Padre Coneybeare and the first 
meeting was held on the premises 
in May of 1951. 
 During the ensuing year, Cub, 
Scout, Brownie and Guide packs 
sprang up as children filled the 
ranks and Scouting took a strong 
foothold in Scugog.

 Eighty-five years of age is an impressive milestone to reach, but when that is achieved by an 
organization such as the Scouts of Port Perry, there are so many more reasons to celebrate. As 
with any group, many hands (too many to mention here) have aided the Scouting mission during its 
resilient history. Here is a small sampling of memories and enthusiasm that Scouting has stirred in 
people’s hearts:
 Gordon Goode joined Scouting at the age of 12 when the meetings were held in the Anglican 
Church basement (and then the High School basement). It was at the age of 16 that Stan Plough-
man asked him to assist the Cub pack. He led the pack and expanded the numbers until three Cub 
packs were operating in Port Perry. Gord also conducted leader’s training at Camp Samac during 
his tenure. “It was a time for discipline and a time for fun,” he recalls. Gord held a leadership role 
for 24 years, bowing out when elected to the Durham District School Board. 
 Clive Boyd started Scouting as a Cub at the age of seven or eight. He recalls meetings in the 
Public School (which was part of the present day High School) under the leadership of Stan 
Ploughman followed by Ernie Sulman, Wes Lane and Howard Hall.
 “We used the back room of the Post Office in those days to organize for ‘Apple Day’ sales,” he 
says. He fondly remembers ‘tag days’ where the troops sold cement blocks from Latcham Concrete 
in Uxbridge for 25¢ for the Scout Hall construction project; and the annual banquets prepared by 
the Scout Mothers’ Auxiliary.
 Clive and his wife Pat ran Cub pack for two or three years while their son, Scott attended during 
the 70s and recall going “to Camp Samac or camping every weekend.” During that period, a farm 
field was used on Fralick’s Beach; a parcel of land was purchased on Stephenson’s Point and outfit-
ted with tents and a cabin and Cawker’s Ranch (now Castle Harbour) owned by the Cawker Broth-
ers (butchers in town) was put at 
their disposal for camping trips.
 “I especially remember the Kub-
kars. A kit with a block of wood 
to be shaped and wheels to add. 
Every Cub could build a car – with 
Dad’s help, of course,” says Clive. 
“We had competitions on special 
portable tracks. What fun!”
 Although Lloyd Greenough 
began his scouting time in Oshawa, 
when he recalls Scouting in Scugog 
“consisted of having made great 
friendships, having fun, contribut- 
          Please turn to page 10

Scouting in Port Perry got 
its start October 13, 1922

Stan Ploughman Wes LaneGord Goode Frank GodleyHoward Hall

Paul Saulnier Lloyd GreenoughKim KingEllen GreenoughAlf Huggins

Scouting leaders from the past 85 years in Port Perry
Just a few of the men and women who dedicated their lives to bringing Scouting to Port Perry youth.

Port Perry Boy Scout and Girl Guide Hall not long after it opened in 1951
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Academy used to be located, at the 
corner of Reach and Old Simcoe St., 
is a new business specializing in ther-
apy and personal training. Stability in 
Motion is now operating from Unit 4 
at 16050 Old Simcoe Rd.
 East of Port Perry in the village 
of Manchester, the Christmas Corner 
Store which occupied the old United 
Church building has been replaced 
by a new country decorating store 
called Bluetiful Living. This store 
specializes in home, garden and self, 
with many unique products.
 And while we may think two Tim 
Horton’s coffee shops is enough in 
this town, get ready for another. The 
third Tims will open later this month  
in a new plaza on the south-west cor-
ner of Old Simcoe Rd. and Reach St.
 With Christmas just around the 
corner... we extend our wishes for a 
busy and prosperous season for all of  
our local businesses. 
 

Continued from page 3

	 The	Scugog	Chamber	of	Commerce,	along	with	help	from	the	Port	Perry	Star	and	Scugog	Standard,	held	
a	sale	earlier	this	month	to	raise	funds	for	repairs	to	Santa’s	sleigh	and	reindeer.	The	bake	sale	and	auction	
raised	more	than	$5,500	for	the	much	needed	work.	Above,	from	left,	volunteers	Kathy	Dudley,	Mary	Forbes	
and	Gayle	Stapley	who	were	selling	the	home-made	goodies	on	the	bake	table.

Photo	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten



10  FOCUS - DECEMBER 2007   focus@observerpub.ca

                           Continued from page 7
ing to the youth, having fun, being proud of the youth and their 
actions, participating as a family in the organization [with wife, El-
len], being impressed with the leaders of Port Perry and, oh yeah, 
having fun!”
 He particularly remembers arranging Kub-kar races; cold, rain, 
downed tents and lonely youth while camping; and the crafts, cul-
ture, nature and athletics during that time.
 Lloyd noted one special winter camping experience at Camp 
Samac when he and another leader laid out a route for the youth to 
follow as quickly as possible using their compasses. “At that time, 
we had a physically-challenged youth in the group. We split the 
boys into two teams and sent them off. As the time got longer than 
we expected, we thought that they had misread the map. Finally 
they arrived back and said that there had been a bank that the 
challenged Scout could not get up. The one team was not strong 
enough, so they combined in order to push and pull him up the 
bank. Rather than one group being the first back, both came back 
as winners.”
 Rob Smith started participating in 1992-3 along with his son, 
Devon. He still runs the Christmas Tree Sale which annually trans-
ports over 500 trees from the Pontypool area and sells them in the 
Canadian Tire lot as the main fundraiser. Rob’s fondest memory 
was the 2005 Banquet held at the Community Centre. “It was the 
Year of the Veteran, so there was a ceremony and poems were read. 
Each veteran was given a memento of scouting to take away with 
them,” explains Rob. “It was one of my highlights.”
 Will Corneal has been scouting from age seven to his present 
age of 54 and loving it. He even met his wife, Debbie when they 
were young scouts and guides. As a boy, his father Tom and his Un-
cle Bob set an outstanding example and Will completed the whole 
program only to do it again with son, Jamie.  “My most emotional 
memory is taking my Dad’s and uncle’s epaulettes and giving one 
each to my son and daughter, Kelly to affix to their uniforms,” he 
explains with a thick voice. 
 Being a leader for 13 years naturally led Will to leading the 
Venturers through service work all over the country. “We’ve gone 
most everywhere and even pitched in with some extra dock repairs 
in James Bay in 2003 while we were there!”
 “I’m very proud of the guys. You’ll never read negative things 
about Scouts in the newspapers,” says Will. “We’ve had vital 
parental support and Port Perry as a community has always been 
extremely supportive.” Will points to changes in our society as 
undermining Scouting in the future: a rise in extreme sports, insur-
ance issues and the new danger management area that requires the 
volunteers to be a married couple.
 And yet, he cites, “camaraderie, the opportunity to have met 

some great guys and playing a part in their development as indi-
viduals” as being his reward for years of service. 
 Larry Emmerson joined the board when his stepson, David be-
came a Beaver in the mid-80s. He got involved with advertising and 
graphics for the Christmas Tree sales and shortly thereafter took 
his leadership training. 
 Larry cites two very powerful memories. The ‘dog house’ was 
a snowmobile trailer donated by Elgin Knopp and rebuild as a red 
shed with a blue steel roof in a local garage. The boys sold hotdog, 
supplied by IGA at cost in order to raise funds for trips to Europe 
including the Euro rail passes and camping costs. In 1993, 10 youth 
saw Holland, the Rhine, the Black Forest, Switzerland, Italy and 
Austria during their two week stay. In 1994, nine youth visited 
Paris, the south of France, Italy, Greece and Switzerland.
 Larry also translated his love of ‘ultralite’ camping methods to 
his protégées. Three boys to a tent where every boy carried 60 
lbs of gear and set up/breakdown was quick and worked well in 
Europe. It worked equally well hiking at Arrowhead, backpacking 
in Algonquin or spending time at Larry’s cabin near Raglan, an 86-
acre plot that ‘the braves’ explored to acquire their many badges.
 Focus on Scugog would like to take this opportunity, on the 85th 
Anniversary of Scouting in Port Perry to congratulate each and 
everyone involved in Scouting in the Port Perry area, past and 
present. 
 Those mentioned in this article are only a few of the many 
dedicated men and women who have helped and guided our youth 
through their formative years. Their guidance and leadership 
ensures the future of Scouting is in great hands. 
 Congratulations to all!

By Barb Hunt
Focus on Scugog

Former Scout leaders recall memories

This	1998	picture	shows	the	aging	hall	renamed	as	the	“Kinsmen	Hall”.
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  Kids talk
 Christmas! 	 This	group	of	kids	from	Susan	Watson’s	Grade	3	class	at	S.A.	Cawker	Public	School	

sat	down	recently	to	talk	with	Focus	on	Scugog	reporter	Chris	DeClute	(with	Santa	hat).	
The	students,	back	row	left,	are	Brandon,	Brooke	and	Jillian.	Front	left,	Taylor,	Miles,Tallys	
and	Maggie.	Here’s	what	they	had	to	say	about	this	magical	time	of	the	year...

Photo	composition	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten

 Now that the countdown to Christmas is 
officially in full swing, pressure is mounting.  
So much to do and seemingly so little time, 
stress is as much a part of the season as... 
the Christmas tree!  
 The solution lies within these seven  
S. A. Cawker students.  How can we get that 
magic back? By stepping into our eight year 
old shoes of yesteryear, (literally of course).
 Maggie, Jilly, Miles, Tallys, Brooke, Bran-
don and Taylor will refresh your Christmas 

spirit with their honesty, enthusiasm and ex-
citement. It’s all about how they see it and it 
meant answering some common, and not so 
common questions on this yuletide affair. 
What does Christmas mean to you?
 They spoke and it was unanimous, eve-
ryone agreed with Maggie who said “I like 
Christmas a lot cause you get to spend time 
with your family”.  
 Oh yeah let’s not forget about presents!  
“Waking up in the morning, opening 
presents and eating candy!” says Brandon.  

It’s a valid point, what other time of the year 
do you get to do that?
 Wrapping it up simply Jilly had this to say 
“Christmas is a good holiday, it’s really excit-
ing!”
What’s the best thing about Christmas?
 Miles spoke for many children around the 
globe when he said “Getting presents”.  
 There were a couple of surprises though.  
Like take for instance Taylor, “I like waking 
up my mom and dad, I sneak up on them and 

Please turn to page 12
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then start jumping on them!”
 Let’s not forget the anticipation “Going downstairs and seeing a 
whole bunch of presents” is what Tallys likes the most.
 What does Santa do for fun?
 It’s hard work travelling around the world in one night delivering 
all those presents.  How does the old guy kick back after a long hard 
Christmas journey?
 Brooke and Taylor think he checks out all the letters and pictures 
left for him and quite possibly takes the opportunity to unpack all 
the cookies and milk he got in his travels, of course saving some for 
later!
 A pensive Brandon thinks, “After all that stuff he may want to have 
some hot chocolate ‘cause it’s so cold up there”.
Family traditions
 Most everyone’s family traditions started with waking moms, dads, 
and siblings up REALLY early to open gifts but there were also very 
individual traditions from one family to the next.
 It is customary to videotape the children on their way down to get 
the presents in Tallys’ family, and for Miles tradition includes his 
Aunt sleeping over.
 Maggie gets to open up one present in her pyjamas the night  
before and hang up the stockings that her Aunt knitted while Jilly 
visits her Oma’s the night before and can expect her Grandma for 
breakfast Christmas morning.
 Brandon’s Christmas means a trip to Grandma’s house to have a 
big family dinner and Taylor can depend on that Chocolate calendar 
from her Nana.   
 Traditions differ but the closeness of family rings true for every-
one at this time of year.
How does Santa get in if there is no chimney or there’s a fire 
burning in the fireplace?
 Hmmm this is a concern but don’t worry. Santa has it all figured 
out according to this group.
 Jilly: He doesn’t come.
 Tallys and Brandon:  He has a magic key that can open any door in 
the world.
 Brooke: He would use his reindeers to kick open the door or smash 
the windows and you wouldn’t hear it because you were sleeping and 
then Santa would clean it all up.
 Maggie:  He would park on the roof – go down the chimney and 
clap his hands to turn off the fire.
 Taylor: He would probably use one of the reindeer’s antlers and 
poke it through the key hole and it would open it.
 Miles: He’d just go right through the door.  He has to be pretty 
magic cause he goes to each house for about 10 minutes and can still 
go all the way around the world in one night.  
 This was just the tip of the iceberg.  Some of the other topics in-
cluded Brooke’s concern for the sodium levels in Santa’s diet, and 
Taylor’s insecurity as to which list she will be on, naughty or nice. 
Breaking it down and kicking it old school is Maggie who’s hoping 
everyone has a nice Christmas.  

By Chris DeClute
Focus on Scugog

  

Continued from page 11

Kids discuss their 
thoughts about
Christmas, Santa
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	 Popular	and	talented	watercolour	artist	Walter	Campbell	dropped	by	the	
Framer’s	Gallery	in	Port	Perry	on	November	18	for	a	“meet	and	greet”.	Walter	
and	his	wife	Lynn,	lived	in	the	Scugog	area	for	about	18	years	before	mov-
ing to Niagara on the Lake five years ago. While at the Framer’s Gallery, he 
signed	prints	and	visited	with	the	public.	He’s	seen	above	with	one	of	his	latest	
works	called	“Cape	Elizabeth.”	With	him	are	Framer’s	Gallery	owners	Warren	
(left)	and	Tracy	Strong.

Photo	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten
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Did You Know? - That Scugog Town-
ship’s new municipal office on Perry St. 
has an architectural connection to the 
town’s past. Before being destroyed in 
April 1926, the original Port Perry High 
School building featured an impressive 
tower as the centrepiece of the building, 
as seen in the above photo.
 When the new Scugog Township office 
was being planned, designers created the 
new tower by copying aspects of the old 
high school structure. Take a look and 
you’ll see the similarities.

Did You Know? - The Scugog Chamber 
of Commerce has been sponsoring the 
annual Port Perry Santa Claus Parade for 
more than 40 years, but the first time it 
was held as a ‘night parade’ was in 2002. 
It’s continued with this new and popular 
time ever since.
 It’s apparent from large turnouts over the 
past few years, the evening parade with all 
of its colourful lights has been very popular 
and a well received change from the early 
afternoon parade. Change is good!

Did You Know? - The plaque fronting 
on Queen St., in front of Port Perry High 
School denotes the location of the town’s 
first high school, which was destroyed by 
fire.  In 1985 history teacher Paul Arculus 
and his students excavated the founda-
tion and created a memorial park. 
 It’s unfortunate, a few years later, the  
remains of the old 1873 foundation was 
removed and the area covered over by 
authorities who held no regard for the 
significance of this historic excavation.

Did You Know? -  The original gazebo 
(bandstand) in Palmer Park was built 
during the early 1940s after the railway 
tracks were removed and the station re-
located (now Ive’s Florist) to Water St. 
The bandstand was destroyed (pictured 
above) by Hurricane Hazel in 1954. 
 The present-day Gazebo in Palmer 
Park was built by the Port Perry Rotary 
Club as a project in 1984.

Did You Know? - The Scugog Memorial 
Library has one of the busiest websites 
of any library its size in Ontario, receiv-
ing more than 9,500 electronic visits per 
week. And you can also access over 20 
different research databases through the 
library website.
 Thankfully plans are underway to ex-
pand this busy little library which provides 
so many great services for the community.

Did You Know? - The attractive Queen 
St. storefront formerly occupied by the 
Settlement House, (now home to Tweed 
and Hickory), was the location of the  
local Canadian Tire store in the 1960s.
 The building was left vacant in 1975 
when CTC moved to the new Port Perry 
Plaza. It was then purchased by Tom and 
Daphne Mitchell who renovated the build-
ing and opened Settlement House in 1976. 
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 Our daughter Shanna believed in 
Santa until she was nine-years old. 
Santa seemed to represent all things 
Christmas, yet Shanna felt sorry for 
him. She was sure that a jolly old fella 
like himself would feel sad that mail 
only arrived in December so she be-
gan corresponding with Santa every 
January for the next 11 months, pur-
posely excluding December and ask-
ing only for his friendship.
  I was inspired by her.  After years of trying to figure out a way to 
change our superficial model of Christmas to one with more mean-
ing, I decided to follow the lead of my young daughter to create a 
Christmas tradition that would take the main focus off gifts.
 My criteria was uncomplicated, but needed to cover the things 
that were important to our family:
  1. Make it more about family and togetherness than gifts.
 2. Include everyone of all ages.
 3. Fun
 4. Memorable!
  Our family has come to know this unpretentious event as Christ-
mas Olympics.
 It begins right after lunch on December 25 with the gong of a 
bell which prompts last year’s Olympian to run though the house 
proudly wearing the cheap plastic olive leaf wreath on their head 
while carrying the makeshift torch (a wooden stick with a hand 
drawn flame)….happily donated when our three kids were still tot-
ing crayons.
  Christmas Olympics is a great way to make sure that the very 
young and elderly stay as involved in the occasion as everyone else 
because they also choose a game they’re good at.
 While many people spend the five days before Christmas shop-
ping, my family is extra  busy gathering “things” for their game or 
researching “party games” on the internet and that’s half the fun!
  The game each person chooses remains top secret right up until 
the moment they are designated to start their game. Each person’s 
game time is indicated simply by where their name happens to be 
on the paper that tracks the game points. Christmas Olympics after 
all is meant to be fun with few rules!
  If you have five family members, each game earns a player a point 
score from 1-5, depending on the position they ranked in a game.
 The following is a small sampler of some of our many Christmas  
Olympic games;

Christmas Olympics

  Let the
games begin

!

• Poop the Potato - which really means hop around a table with 
a potato between your legs and while facing everyone, plop it into 
a bowl on the floor.
• Orange Peeling Contest - the longest unbroken rind wins and 
everyone gets treated to a fibre break from candy and chocolate.
• Snow Golf…one or two holes on a short course (use food colour-
ing around the hole)
• Staring Contests - self explanatory!
• Memory Games - read a meaningful or funny short story and 
ask questions later. It’s really astounding how well adults DON’T 
LISTEN!
• Guess How Many? - the number of jelly beans, loonies or quar-
ters. Winner gets points and the jar!
• Spin The Coin - the longest spin wins.
• Find The Apple Pot - blind folded, crawl along the floor smack-
ing a wooden spoon to find a pot filled with water and an apple. 
Retrieve the apple with your mouth. This is timed. You can get crea-
tive by using a soft tomato or marshmallows (if someone has bad 
knees or back, place it somewhere on the counter)
• Guess what’s in the sock? - each sock holds an item of a family 
member. Contestants get a single 10 second feel, one hint and only 
2 guesses.

 At the end of the day we’ve laughed, created memories and crowned 
the Olympian with the coveted but tacky plastic head wreath and sur-
prisingly, everyone is always proud to wear it.
 We all thank Shanna for seeing things differently from the rest of us 
and having the courage to act on it.
 Our kids, though now young adults, are just as excited about the 
afternoon of December 25 as they were when they were young.
 Let the games begin…

By Monique Howat
Special to Focus on Scugog

Whoo
  hoo!!!

   Elyse, Shanna and Ashley during the Bubble Gum 
Dig contest. The first person to locate the bubble gum 
(no hands!) hidden in the whipped cream pie wins.
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P FEBRUARY - Dennis Johnston and 
partner Christine McBeth won third place 
in the Senior Pairs, and David Porter and 
Barbara Berezowski, placed first in the 
Dance Competition at the Canadian Fig-
ure Skating Championships.

P FEBRUARY - Richard Drew was elect-
ed president of the Scugog Chamber of 
Commerce.

P MARCH - Scugog Township Council 
approved the building of a single pad are-
na at the 47 acre landfill site they own on 
the 7th concession (Reach Rd.)

P APRIL - Port Perry’s newly renovated 
Post Office officially opened after operat-
ing for 1 1/2 years out of the basement of 
the Masonic Temple on Queen St.

P MAY - Compton Cable Television of 
Uxbridge announced they will expand its 
cable system into Port Perry, Manchester, 
Greenbank and Utica.

P JUNE - Grace Hastings retired as a 
music consultant for the Durham Board 
of Education after an illustrious career of 

more than 25 years on the music scene.

P JULY - The decision to turn down the 
offer of a penitentiary being built in Scu-
gog Township was reversed at the council 
meeting a week later by a vote of 3 to 2.

P AUGUST - The Railroad House Motor 
Hotel, located on Scugog Street, was offi-
cially opened Aug. 7, 1975. The $350,000 
hotel comprised of 38 rooms.

P SEPTEMBER - Scugog Township 
council voted 5-2 (in a recorded vote)  
in favour of accepting in principal, the 
proposed Canadian Penitentiary Service 
Centre proposed for the township.
P NOVEMBER - After 50 years of opera-
tion, Peel’s Poultry Farms Limited, ceased 
operation. In its heyday, Peel’s sold its  
famous breeder stock in 30 countries on 
five continents.

P DECEMBER - A new shopping centre 
housing four stores opened on the south 
side of Highway 7A. The stores were Red 
and White, Stedmans, Canadian Tire, and 
Larry Kendall’s Shoe Tree.

	 In	 June	 1975,	 a	 new	 tower	 was	 installed	
on	the	Old	Town	Hall.	It	had	been	50	years	
since	the	old	tower	had	been	removed.	The	
tower	was	made	possible	by	the	generous	
donation	of	Mrs.	M.	Letcher.

REMEMBERING 1975

JINGLE BELLS - This popular Christmas song was first written  
for Thanksgiving and later became one of the most popular  
Christmas songs ever.

BOXING DAY - December 26, was traditionally known as St. 
Stephen’s Day, but is more commonly known as Boxing Day.  
This expression came about because money was collected in 
alms-boxes placed in churches during the festive season. This 
money was distributed to the poor and needy after Christmas.

REINDEER - Santa’s reindeer is believed to have come from 
stories of the Norse God Woden who rode through the sky with 
reindeer and 42 ghostly huntsmen.  Clement Moore’s famous 
poem A Visit from St. Nicholas (T’was the Night Before Christ-
mas) sealed the image of Santa Claus, his reindeer and the 
magical flying sleigh loaded with sacks of presents.

XMAS - The abbreviation “Xmas” for Christmas is 
of Greek origin.  The word for Christ in Greek 
is Xristos.  During the 16th century, Europeans 

began using the first initial of Christ’s name, 
“X” in place of the word Christ in Christmas 

as a short form of the word. That 
is where the word “Xmas” comes 

from. Not because someone took 
the “Christ” out of Christmas. 

STOCKINGS - According to  tradition, Saint 
Nicholas  left his very first gifts of gold coins in 
the stockings of three poor girls who needed the 
money for their wedding dowries. The girls had 
hung their stockings by the fire to dry. The tradition 
has modified itself, from gag gifts, to small inexpen-

sive but useful gifts.

RUDOLPH - Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer was  
created in 1939 by a 34 year old copywriter named  
Robert L. May, who came up with a poem about a 
misfit reindeer at the request of his employer, Chicago 
based Montgomery Ward, for a Christmas story they 
could use as a store promotional gimmick.

The Montgomery Ward store had been buying  
preprinted colouring  books and giving them 
away at Christmas every year, and they thought 
that creating their own would save them a lot 

of money.  May, who had a knack for writing 
children’s stories and limericks, was asked to 
create the booklet.

POINSETTIAS - Were attached to Christmas 
starting in 1828. Joel Roberts Poinsett, then 
the first Mexican ambassador from the United 
States, imported the plant from Mexico.

Christmas Trivia
Fascinating Facts and Christmas Traditions!
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Christmas parade lights up downtown Port Perry

 Thousands of tots, teens, moms and dads lined Simcoe and Queen St. November 24, when the 
annual Santa Claus Parade made its trek through downtown Port Perry. The annual parade, spon-
sored by the Scugog Chamber of Commerce, was well received by the throngs who took great joy 
in welcoming Santa to the community. Dozens of floats, marching bands, and clowns made this one 
of the brightest and best night-time parades in years. Photos	by	J.	Peter	Hvidsten

Santa comes to town



 What exactly does it take to be an Olympian?
 A juggling act between training and day to day life is one 
part... the other consists of a kind of drive and discipline that 
could break the toughest of characters. 
 Thomas Morrison of Port Perry is doing all that and has 
another goal... breaking the Canadian Record for running the 
1,500 metre race.  
 Thomas is a mind boggling 17 year old who has been running 
competitively for the past three years, while attending Port 
Perry High School.
 Last weekend (Dec. 1) he participated in the National Cross 
Country Championships in Guelph, Ont. and his results (un-
available at deadline) will determine whether he will be selected 
to compete in the World Championships in the Caribbean or 
Edinburgh Scotland in 2008.  
 If successful this will be the second time he’s been part of a  

A  NEED   FOR 
SPEED

Thomas	Morrison
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Thomas Morrison sets his eye on 
breaking the Canadian record 

in the 1,500 metre race

National Team. His first was last year in the 
Czech Republic.
      Training for this kind of an event is crucial 
and includes cross country, hurdles and track 
running to help increase his versatility as a 
runner. 
      No stranger to this routine, Thomas is cur-
rently training 25 - 30 hours a week between 
Port Perry and Pickering under the guidance 
of Darryl Sneath and Coach Dale Lapham. The 

training goes on rain or shine, sleet or snow.  
      And while there are some days he just 

doesn’t feel like fighting off the snow plows or stray dogs, with the 
support of his coaches and family a gentle nudge out the door is usu-
ally enough to get him back in the zone.
  Sometimes all the training in the world can’t prepare you for 
the uncontrolled variables that plague anxiety-riddled participants. 
This, Thomas found out first hand when he raced last year in the 
Czech Republic at the World Youth Championships where he was 
considered a medal favourite.  
 “I stepped onto the track the one day and about 800 metres into 
the race forgot where I was,” Thomas recounts. 

 It was 42C degrees and heat-stroke had kicked in.  
 He pushed to finish so he wouldn’t have the black mark of a DNF (Did 

Not Finish) on his record.  As a serious athlete you just don’t want one of 
those (DNF) hanging over your head. So, even running with the heat stroke, 

Thomas captured 12th place in the World event. 
        Tensions run high during such fierce competition and physical contact is 

not uncommon in many running events. 
 While competing in Prague he experienced this first hand. “I was pushed around 
by some Americans and I pushed back, so I got the crowd on my side,” he recalls.
 This filmed race captured Thomas being punched in the face 500 metres from the 

finish line as well as Thomas returning the favour with a head-butt. 
      “No one finishes a race without bleeding. You don’t see it because we’re re-
ally good at it,” he says noting there is a bit of Roller Derby flavour mixed into 
the race.  
      Thomas has his sights set on breaking the world record for the 1,500 metre 
race currently held by Hicham El Guerrouj, a runner Thomas admires. Guer-
rouj is a native of Morocco and currently holds the World Record for the 1,500 
metres at (3:26:00), 3 minutes and 26 seconds.
      At the Long Distance seconds last year Thomas ran the 1,500 metre in 
3:50:39, but he has no intention of stopping there.    
       In the meantime Thomas is much like any other teenager. He has an Xbox, 

likes to watch Family Guy on television, eats copious amounts of strawberries and 
hangs out with friends when time permits.  

        Academics are not far behind on his list of priorities. Already his school 
achievements include earning the School Letter/Pin/Bar and being named to 
the Honour Roll, two years in a row.   
      Looking to the future, this promising runner is determined to make the 
2012 Olympics in London. A lofty goal, but not unrealistic for this competitive 

young man.
      Anyone interested in learning more about the races or in keeping track of 

Thomas’ progress check out these websites: www.athleticscanada.ca; www.iaaf.
org and www.trackdatabase.com 

By Chris DeClute
Focus on Scugog

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

A  NEED   FOR 
SPEED

“No one
finishes 
a race 
without
bleeding!”

...Thomas Morrison
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Rotary 
honours 
it’s best!

	 Rotary Past President Kathryn Chenier is seen here presenting 
Malcom Lennox with the ‘Rotarian of the Year’ award at the club’s recent 
President’s Night. Malcolm is responsible for bringing back and producing 
the club’s ‘Rotary Beat’ newsletter.
 Kathy and Michael Fowler were co-recipients of the ‘Paul Harris Fel-
lowship’. Paul Harris recipients for the Port Perry Club are chosen by the 
club and the award is the highest honour they give to a member. It is 
awarded to a person who has exemplified what Rotary is all about. This 
year it was awarded to Kathy and Michael. 
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 The Port Perry Mojacks (Flamingos) Junior C Hockey Club 
marked its 35th anniversary this past year, commencing play in the 
old Port Perry arena on Water St. in October 1972.  
 And while 35 years is a noteable length of time for the club, the 
fact that it can lay claim to having the longest continuous single 

sponsor in Junior Hockey in the province, is 
remarkable.
 The team (Flamingos) came into being in 
1972 when local hockey supporters decided 
to establish a Junior C team in the old Wa-
ter Street arena. Ken Jackson, owner of Fla-
mingo Pastries, immediately supported the 
move and became its sponsor. 
 It has been sponsored continuously by 
the Jackson family ever since the first puck 
was dropped.  Today, Ken’s son Dave contin-
ues the sponsorship.
 Ken Jackson opened the Flamingo Res-

taurant in Port Perry in 1952. He and his wife Marge started to 
make butter tarts using the Flamingo name. They became so popu-
lar that he decided to leave his restaurant in 1971 and open his own 
bakery in his garage. 
 This new venture, Flamingo Pastries Limited, grew rapidly and 
it wasn’t long before he expanded into a large new plant on Old Sim-
coe Road in 1972. A few years later he expanded again and began 
making frozen meat pies and pastries in his new Mother Jackson’s 
Open Kitchens. 
 In 1988 the Flamingo plant was sold to Techstar Plastics but 
Mother Jackson’s Open Kitchens continued production of pies, 
tarts and other pastry goods. 
 Since Ken’s death in 1995 the company has gone through sev-
eral changes and was eventually taken over by Maple Leaf Foods in 
2004. 
 Dave Jackson, Ken’s son, was on the team in the 1972 and 1973 
seasons. “I loved every minute of that time,” he says.  “I remember 
that the first few seasons the goal was to build up talent and to gain 
the support of the community.” 
 “I remember all the great battles against Lindsay,” he says.
 “One of my highlights as a player was in my second season.  We 
made the playoffs against Lindsay. We had a real series but we fi-
nally lost. Great days,” he said. 
 Dave is now the Plant Manager for Maple Leaf Foods, who oper-
ates his father’s former business.
 Murray Parliament is another long-time member of the organiza-
tion and has been with the team for 29 years.  
 “I started as a trainer and then I was asked to become the man-
ager the next year. That was a real honour,” he said.
 In recalling some of the coaches, he remembered that the first 
coach was Wayne Luke. “Another great coach was Fred Etcher who 
had played on the Whitby Dunlops team.
 Ken Harman was one of our longest serving coaches. And of 

Port Perry’s Jr. C. hockey team  
experiences one name change, but   
retains same sponsor for 35 years

 Dr. Matthew B. Dymond drops the puck to start the 1973 season for the 
Port Perry Flamingo’s (MoJacks). Neil McLaughlin, left, took the face-off for 
the local squad for the home opener.

Flamingos - MoJacks

Ken Jackson 1985

 The old Port Perry Arena on Water St. (now the parking lot behind CIBC) 
is where the Port Perry Flamingo’s Jr. C. hockey club played their games, 
until the new Scugog Arena was officially opened in January 1977.

Please turn to page 26



inger Jackson may be a new 
face in Scugog Township, but 

her generosity and enthusiasm 
were well known in this community  

before she and her husband Sandy moved to 
Port Perry last year. 
 The Jackson family lived in Uxbridge, 
where they own and operate two local Mc-
Donalds restaurants, for a number of years 
before moving to Port Perry five years ago 
after opening their third restaurant in this 
town.
 Earlier this year Ginger’s volunteer ef-
forts were recognized when she was named 
to the local Mayor’s Honour Roll. And while 
she was thrilled to be honoured, Ginger is 
quick to point out their efforts are not about 
recognition... it’s about helping others.
 Involvement in the community is not new 
for the Jackson’s, who have always been sup-
portive and involved in local events. For this 
reason it was not a surprise after moving to 
Port Perry that they jumped at a chance to 
take part in the “Let’s Keep Scugog Clean & 
Beautiful” campaign.
 To understand how she found herself 
operating three restaurants, Ginger looks 
back at her family history which shows her 
grandmother’s family were hoteliers. “I never 
dreamed I’d end up in the restaurant busi-
ness, but it seems to have been my destiny,” 
she says.

 Ginger and Sandy spent many years living 
in Richmond Hill while she practiced nursing 
and he served as an accountant and corpo-
rate officer at McDonald’s head office. 
 “One day Sandy said he thought that we 
should get a restaurant,” Ginger says with a 
chuckle. “The rest is history!”
 Looking for a location within 30 kilometers 
of their home, they came across Uxbridge 
and in 1995 opened their first of two stores in 
that town. The second came when Wal-Mart 
opened in the town eight years later.
 And while McDonalds is traditionally 
thought of as a franchise operation, Ginger 
proudly looks at their stores as being a little 
different.
 “We’re a family restaurant of sorts - not 
your typical fast food place,” she explains. The 
Jackson’s son, James, manages the Uxbridge 
main store with daughter-in-law, Kirstin as as-
sistant. Their second son, Stephen, manages 
the Wal-Mart location in Uxbridge. 
 Once the Port Perry McDonald’s store 
came on stream, son Jeff took the reins with 
brother Tim assisting. 
 Most important to the Jackson family is 
getting involved in the community. When they 
moved to Uxbridge they took part in various 
fundraising events including the Ryan Wa-
ters/Rodney Ashenhurst Educational Trust 
Fund, now in its sixth year helping athletes 
and musicians.

 Another cause near and dear to Ginger’s 
heart is ‘Precious Minds’. After meeting Eliz-
abeth Graham, one of the founding members 
of ‘Precious Minds’ at the Uxbridge Rotary, 
Ginger decided to help what she describes 
as “the most perfect group I’ve ever come 
across.” 
 Three of her own children struggled 
through school, so she was familiar with “all 
those problems.” Coin boxes have raised 
$30,000 over the past two years.
 With McDonalds recent corporate policy 
shift, each store owner is now encouraged to 
find their own charities to support. 
 McHappy Days in Uxbridge have split 
their proceeds between Precious Minds and 
the Jennifer Ashley Foundation. Precious 
Minds was also the recipient of Ronald Mc-
Donald funding towards a new, fully-acces-
sible playground aided by sponsorship from 
Ginger and Sandy.
 Aside from serving on the local hospital’s 
‘Light the Way’ campaign, Ginger is setting 
her sights on Community Living and the Cot-
tage Hospital in Uxbridge. 
 Her long range plans also include getting 
involved with the organization of the Special 
Olympics in Durham (May 28/29, 2008) with 
Chuck Mercier and Elgin Knopp (of Durham 
College).

By Barbara Hunt
Focus on Scugog

Honour Roll

G
Ginger Jackson
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 “One day Sandy said he thought that we 
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thought of as a franchise operation, Ginger 
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the Wal-Mart location in Uxbridge. 
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came on stream, son Jeff took the reins with 
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getting involved in the community. When they 
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Ginger decided to help what she describes 
as “the most perfect group I’ve ever come 
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 Three of her own children struggled 
through school, so she was familiar with “all 
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$30,000 over the past two years.
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shift, each store owner is now encouraged to 
find their own charities to support. 
 McHappy Days in Uxbridge have split 
their proceeds between Precious Minds and 
the Jennifer Ashley Foundation. Precious 
Minds was also the recipient of Ronald Mc-
Donald funding towards a new, fully-acces-
sible playground aided by sponsorship from 
Ginger and Sandy.
 Aside from serving on the local hospital’s 
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tage Hospital in Uxbridge. 
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By Barbara Hunt
Focus on Scugog
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Former Mojack players recall great times
course, George Burnett was with us 
too.” 
 Some of the most memorable players 
in Murray’s mind included, Bill Bridge, 
Brad Menzies, John Harman, Jeff Mac-
Coll and, he added, “Ken Harman was 
one of our best goalies. Another great 
goalie was Tony Sortino who came to us 
from Markham mid-season and played 
his heart out for us.” 
  “One of my greatest memories,” said 
Murray, “was when we won our first Cen-
tral Ontario Championship in the 1987-88 
season against the Wellington Dukes. 
The series went to seven games.  Two 
years later we won the League Champi-

onship again.”    
 He continued, “But our greatest claim 
is to have the most dedicated team of vol-
unteers who have supported us through 
the good years and the bad.” 
 Howard Hall, who was Mayor of Scu-
gog from 1989 to 1997, has been on the 
executive of the Mojacks for the past 
eight years and is the vice president of 
the organization this year.  When asked 
about this year’s team he commented, 
“This is a young and talented team, but 
I think that this will be a good building 
year for them.” 
 In looking over the history of the Mo-
jacks he said, “If it wasn’t for Ken Jack-
son we wouldn’t have a team.  We are so  

indebted to Ken and Marj for getting our 
Junior C program going.” 
 Ken’s wife Marj reminisced, “It was 
so exciting to have a Junior C team here 
in Port Perry.  Ken was so thrilled about 
bringing a new level of hockey to town.”
 Today in the main pad of the new arena, 
the pennants for the Mojack accomplish-
ments are proudly hung on the east wall; 
four Central Ontario Championships; 87-
88, 89-90, 91-92 and 2005-06, along with 
two trips to the All Ontario semifinals and 
one to the finals... proud and impressive 
heritage and an inspiration to all those 
who visit the arena. 

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 23
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“de Lites”
 Nothing makes the spirit of Christmas soar like music and the 
Choral de Lites can certainly help lift sagging spirits.
 The local youth choir’s Christmas Recital is being held at the Port 
Perry United Church this Saturday (December 8) beginning at 3 
p.m. The Christmas program will be followed by Christmas Carols 
and refreshments. There is no admission charge.
 Currently in its sixth season, the Choral de Lites are directed by 
Cathy Pavlik.  Cathy started with the group three years ago when 
she initiated the Cherub Choir, geared for singers four and five 
years of age, that runs in the spring.   
 The three choral programs currently available are:
 - Introduction Choir:   Grades 1 to 6
 - Chamber Ensemble:  Grades 6 and up
 - Cherubs:  Four and five year-olds
 The Musical Theatre program is also a new addition having origi-
nally started as a choral by Janet Stachow, the original conductor 
who now heads up the Oakville Children’s Chorus.
 Last year the Big Alumni Choir in June brought out previous 
members from the past five years. Young people in their 20s singing 
alongside the six year old cherubs provided an opportunity to reflect 
on past, present and future accomplishments.  
 “It’s so cool to see the impact the program made on young peo-
ple’s lives” says Cathy.  “So many of the people who went through 
the Choral de Lites went on to persue music at the post secondary 
level as well” says Cathy of the returning alumni.

 The two big performances for the group continue to be the Christ-
mas Recital and Year End in June but they are very active in between 
with lots of community functions that include: Valentine’s Day at the 
Villa with an evening performance for the residents, the Rotary Club 
and Santa Claus parade. 
 In December alone they have been invited to perform for Irwin 
Smith, a fundraiser for the church elevator fund as well as the Scu-
gog Historical Society’s Family Christmas Carol (December 2).
 This Gold Winner Choral Group is flying high and not afraid to 
delve into the risk of having many performances in other languages 
such as Spanish, Mic Mac, French and yes, even Hebrew, performed 
at the Newmarket Festival last year. “To see how much they can 
absorb and just how effective it is”, remarks Cathy on watching her 
seven year olds singing in Hebrew with no problem.
 In the past, Cathy has incorporated former Choral de Lite mem-
bers, Kevin Drennan and Carolyn Beaudoin, as piano accompani-
ments and mentor for current students. This year the accompani-
ment is being provided by Andrew Britain, a grade 11 music student 
at Port Perry High School, no small feat as the group deals with 20 
songs per year. 
 Upcoming performances are advertised, however you can call 
Cathy directly for information about auditions or performance 
schedules at (905) 985-9274. 

By Chris DeClute
Focus on Scugog 

Delightful

Choral de Lites youth choir 
brings the spirt of Christmas 

to life through music and song 

 Choral de Lites director Cathy Pavlik (seated) is seen here a group of the senior members 
of the choir before a practice at the Port Pery United Church. From left - Andrew Britain, ac-
companist, Isabella Kresin, Olivia Menzies, Amy Gibbons and Shelby down.
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Thumbs Up to council members for turning down a ‘code of 
conduct’ that would put restrictions on how and when 
our elected representatives could communicate with 
the press. The last thing Scugog residents want is a 
‘muzzle’ on the views of their councillors. The imple-

mentation of such a ‘code’ would have been a step backwards in 
democracy and the public’s right to freedom of speech. 

Thumbs Down to anyone who uses our streets as their personal 
trash can. Recently, we watched as three young lads 
threw chocolate bar wrappers to the ground while walk-
ing along Queen St. It just takes a look at our sidewalks 
and streets to realize there are many others who are 

too lazy and inconsiderate to use the garbage cans provided.

Thumbs Up for council’s decision to put an indoor swimming 
pool for Scugog on hold. There are far more pressing things 

in this community right now which are already hard to 
finance. The last thing we need now is another burden 
on the taxpayer. With roads in need of a cash infusion, 
a planned library expansion, a museum which is in dire 

need of upgrades and a not-too-distant hospital expansion... an 
indoor swimming pool is a luxury we just can’t afford now!

Thumbs Down to what appears to be an over-use of Taser guns. 
The recent death in B.C. of a Polish immigrant, after being taser-

ed with 50,000 volts, brings the number of deaths at-
tributed to this device to 17 in Canada. From a public 
perspective it appears as if use of the taser has be-
come routine, rather than an option of last resort. It’s 

not our intention to second-guess the police, they have a hard 
enough job as it is. But, with the growing number of taser-related 
deaths, we would think mot police officers would welcome a re-
view of this weapon... before it happens again!

Thumbs Up to Scugog councillor Jim McMillan who has recently 
been elected by acclamation, president of the CNE (Canadian 

National Exhibition) in Toronto. Jim has worked hard for 
both the CNE and  Canada Blooms for the better part 
of a decade and deserves the honour. Congratulations 
Jim for the well deserved honour!

Thumbs Up to the local business community and the Township of 
Scugog for making downtown Port Perry one of the most attrac-

tive Christmas destinations in Durham Region. Also, 
a special ‘thumbs up’ to the Chamber of Commerce 
for another fantastic Santa Claus Parade. Hopefully 
many of the thousands who enjoy this annual parade 

will think to “shop locally” to show their appreciation to the busi-
nesses for all they do for this great community!

Thumbs UP to local watercolour artist, Karen Richardson who 
won an “Award of Excellence” at the Pine Ridge Arts Council’s 

9th Annual Juried Show. Karen’s large watercolour titled 
“Cuban Rhythms” comes from her ‘Havan Series’. Kar-
en was also honoured by being named the first recipient 
of the “Artist For The Arts” award from the SCA.

A column devoted to recognizing events and  
decisions affecting the residents of Scugog  

Township, and rating them with a “Thumbs Up, 
 or Thumbs Down!”

Thumbs
Dear Editor
 Since publishing our recipe for Canada Goose in the November 
issue of FOCUS, the Scugog Lake Stewards received several calls 
questioning whether Canada geese were a protected species and that 
perhaps the Lake Stewards were encouraging unlawful activity.
  Yes, Canada geese are a “protected species” as many other animal 
and bird species are in Canada, with specific hunting seasons.  Canada 
geese are protected specifically by Federal law under the Migratory 
Game Bird Act, with the province enforcing the Act.  In Southern On-
tario, this year, the lawful hunting season is from September 22 to the 
5th of January, 2008 with another season open for one week in Febru-
ary.   Appropriate permits and gun licences are obviously required 
and regulations regarding bag limits, retrieval of all birds, and hunting 
by-laws must be followed.   
  The story of Canada geese (Branta canadensis) is most interesting.   
There are about six sub-species, and a number of what Bill Lishman 
calls “in-betweeners.” The one we see most in Scugog is the “giant” 
Canada goose, (Branta c. ‘maxima.’) which can reach about 20 lbs. and 
can have a wing span of 6 ft. 
 Unbelievably, the “giant” Canada goose was thought to be hunted 
to extinction until a group was found in 1962 near Rochester, New 
York. Eggs from this small group were shipped across North America 
to replenish stocks.  But then problems started to occur.  As Bill Lish-
man puts it, “Birds only migrate for food and water. In the sixties when 
the Giants were re-introduced, it was the beginning of corn and soy-
bean high-production farming.  This allowed the geese a lot of leftover 
food in the harvested fields, and the lower Great Lakes weren’t freez-
ing over -- so a non-migratory population bloomed!”
  That aside, these geese are major survivors. Here in Scugog we 
have a perfect environment for them. 
   Because of their urban habitat, man is their only real predator, but 
very few are hunted by comparison to ducks. This is because they are 
exceedingly tough unless they are first year birds or are cooked with 
care, hence, our recipe. As stewards we feel it is better to sincerely 
enjoy the fruit of the land than thrown it in the garbage because when 
it is cooked it doesn’t meet expectations.
  However, if you find the geese a nuisance rather than a pleas-
ure (they may leave droppings every seven minutes), the best way 
to keep them from overwhelming your lawn space is to natural-
ize your water edge with tall aquatic plants and shoreline grasses, 
flowers, shrubs and trees. If their vision for predators is obscured, 
geese will not come ashore to feast on your succulent lawn.
  Barbara Karthein
  Editor, “Life on the Lake” section

Canada Geese not a species at risk

MAILBOX
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      Not many people can lay claim to calling the school they 
attended as a child their ‘home,’ but Shirley Hudson can!
 In 1863 Cartwright Township was organized into nine 
‘School Sections,’ each section was given the right to erect 
a schoolhouse. 
       The original SS #5 stretched from east of Caesarea 
south to Cadmus. A log schoolhouse was built in Nestleton 
in 1870. Within a few years a number of mills had been 
opened at Cadmus so the schoolhouse at Nestleton was 
closed and a new one built in the fifth Concession closer to 
the mills. 
      In 1905 a sturdy red brick one-roomed schoolhouse 
was built on the south side of the property and the older 
log school torn down. 
     As a pupil in grade four, Shirley Prosser (Hudson) at-
tended that redbrick schoolhouse, just north of  Cadmus. 
The year was 1954, the last year the school was open.   
     The following year the pupils were sent to Blackstock 
where they attended the school at 14341 Old Scugog Rd. 
The former school building is now occupied by Paula 
Lishman Furs as its head office.
    For seven years SS #5  lay empty as it passed through 
two owners who had lowered the roof of the building 
and had begun erecting inside walls. Shirley’s fian-

Former schoolhouse is now home
Shirley Hudson attended classes in Cadmus School during its final year

This Old
   House

Ken and Shirley Hudson at the front gate of their home on McLaughlin Rd, south of Nestleton. A plaque commemorating the Cadmus School greets visitors.
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cée Ken Hudson then purchased the prop-
erty and continued the renovation process.  
 In 1961, Ken and Shirley were married and 
moved into the schoolhouse even though the 
renovation had not been completed. “At that 
time there was no running water,” she re-
called, “and for a full year we had to use water 
from the 3,000 gallon cistern.”  
 “The chemical bathrooms were still in 
existence and fully functional so we saved 
money by using them until we could afford to 
have running water and a complete bathroom 
installed.”
 Shirley has many fond memories of the old one-roomed school 
house. “There were three grades; 4, 5 and 6, in the one room,” she 
remembered. “The Grade 5 and 6 pup-ils took turns making hot 
chocolate for us all in the wintertime. 
 She also remembers the huge piles of snow along the road and be-
ing told not to touch the hydro wires as we made our way to school.
 “Our farm was across the road from the school but our farmhouse 
was at the south east corner of the farm on the west side of Cadmus 
so we had to walk the mile or so on the roads or, when the weather 
was suitable, we could cut across the fields.” Shirley recalls.
 In their exquisitely decorated home, Shirley showed off her col-
lection of rare china and her porcelain doll collection and at the same 
time pointed out where the blackboards used to be.  
 “There are many times when I am working in the kitchen that I 
realize that this was where I sat in the old school house. I sat here, 
right beside the register from the old octopus furnace in the base-
ment,” she reminisced.
 Ken recalled, “I remember that first year.  The furnace took 27 
tons of coal and it all had to be shoveled in. I didn’t realize there was 
no insulation in the place, we were just heating the great outdoors,” 
he added with a smile.
 Before retiring in 1999, Ken served for 33 years on the Durham 
Police Force.  Ken and Shirley have lived their entire married life in 
the old schoolhouse, raising three children.  They now play loving 
hosts to six grandchildren.  
 The exquisite grounds, with carefully prepared flower beds re-

flect a considerable amount of time, care and effort. “We have often 
thought about downsizing but our grandchildren won’t let us.  They 
love this place so much,” Ken stated.  
 “We have so many pleasant memories here so I guess we are here 
to stay,” Shirley added as Ken was nodding his head in agreement. 
 “You bet,” he said. 

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

Old schoolhouse is 
now a gallery for
Shirley’s collection
of dolls and china

From page 30
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 Peter Perry, founder of our town, Port 
Perry and Whitby, a leading politician, vi-
sionary, businessman. Quite a resume for a 
man who marked his 215th birthday on No-
vember 14, 2007.
 Our Peter was born on November 14, 
1792 at Ernestown between Bath and Napa-
nee. His father, Robert Perry, had joined the 
local militia and fought against Independ-
ence in the American Revolution.
 As a result of his Loyalty to the British, 
all his property was confiscated including 
a large farm in Vermont. The Perrys joined 
the vast migration of Loyalists to Canada. He 
and his wife settled near Kingston and it was 
here that our founder was raised.
 During the movement for reform, Peter 
Perry became the leader of the first Reform 
Party and pushed for legislation in many 
areas. One major accomplishment was his 
movement to permit clergymen of every 
legally recognized religion to perform mar-
riages. Until Perry’s legislation only mar-

riages performed by Anglican and Roman 
Catholic clergy were recognized. 
 Perry’s outspoken companions in the Re-
form Party were William Lyon Mackenzie 
and Robert Baldwin. Perry parted company 
with Mackenzie when the latter advocated a 
militant approach to political change. Mac-
kenzie’s militancy led to the 1837 Rebellion. 
Perry believed that reform should only 
come about through the British Parliamen-
tary system.
 Our Peter was defeated in the infamous 
1836 election but he maintained a continu-
ing interest in politics while devoting his 
energies to developing his entrepreneurial 
business. 
 One idea he promoted was a route for 
transportation, commerce and communica-
tion between Lake Ontario and Lake Huron. 
He advocated a railroad for this route and, 
to initiate his plans he bought land at Wind-
sor (now Whitby) in 1833 and developed the 
harbour. 

    The next stage of his route 
was to buy land at the south-
west end of Lake Scugog in 
1840. He bought the land 
from Elias Williams. Here 
he developed a town plan 
and persuaded a number of 
businessmen to build saw 
mills at the waterfront of 
his settlement which he had 
named Scugog Village.  His 
town plan of 1845 included 

Water Street, North Street,  Queen Street, 
Perry Street, Mary Street (after his wife 
Mary), John Street (after his oldest son), 
Cinderella Street (after his first daughter, 
this was later renamed Casimir Street).   
 He persuaded two Whitby grain mer-
chants, John Cotton and James Rowe, to 
finance and build the first steamboat in the 
Kawarthas at the Scugog Village waterfront.  
This boat was named the Woodman and was 
launched in 1851.  All Perry’s efforts had 
laid the foundations for the economic and 
social growth of what is now Port Perry.
 Peter Perry returned to provincial poli-
tics in 1848 and was elected by acclamation 
as the representative for the 3rd Riding of 
York. While in office, he persuaded the gov-
ernment to build a road from Whitby to his 
settlement on Lake Scugog.  This plank road 
is the basis of today’s Highway 12 to Man-
chester and then 7A east to Lake Scugog.. 
 It was during this time that he proposed 
the division of the Home District into small-
er counties including York, Simcoe and On-
tario Counties.
   Unfortunately Peter’s health declined and 
he died on August 24, 1851.
 Peter Perry’s County legislation was en-
acted shortly after his death and Scugog Vil-
lage, our town, was renamed Port Perry in 
his honour. 
  Happy Birthday Peter Perry and many 
thanks for all your contributions.

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

Celebrating the 215th birthday 
of Peter Perry, the town’s founder

Scugog Exposed
Historic stories and illustration reprinted from the book ‘Scugog Exposed’  by J. Peter Hvidsten

Peter Perry

This 1854 map of downtown Port Perry shows the location of buildings along Queen, North and Water streets. 
Bottom left, an 1853 sketch from the Anglo-American magazine shows the style of buildings along Queen St.
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 The Scugog Heritage Committee celebrated the 215th birthday of the 
town’s namesake at its November meeting. Peter Perry (see story on page 
34 page) purchased the land now known as downtown Port Perry in 1840 
and the rest, as they say, is history! Seen here with a cake depicting Perry’s 
image are, from left, Peter Wokral, Chair of Scugog Heritage, Scugog Mayor 
Marilyn Pearce and local historian Paul Arculus who was the guest speaker.

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Glass
  Magic
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 It’s a very special artist that is willing to work with his raw mate-
rials at 1,100°C, but 21-year old glass artist Steven Woodruff, one 
of the recipients of this year’s Kent Farndale Bursary, is just such a 
person.
 Being enrolled in the Art Fundamental Program at Sheridan Col-
lege gives Steven the opportunity to manipulate molten glass in the 
facility’s two large furnaces on a daily basis.
 Using punties (the steel rod that hold glass), jacks (tweezer-like 
tools for shaping), the marver (thick steel or marble slab to roll glass 
on), blocks (shaping tools made from water-soaked fruitwood), pad-
dles (flat wooden or graphite tools) and diamond shears (for cut-
ting), cooling glass can be shaped before or after utilizing the blow-
pipe to introduce air. 
 “A lot of people are fascinated by glass,” explains Steven with a 
shy smile. “I feel it’s one of the lost arts.” 
 As an emerging craftsman, he does a fair amount of Venetian-
style glass blowing, but has also been exposed to casting, kiln-cast-
ing, flame work and engraving.
 When colour or patterning needs to be added, molten glass can 
be rolled in coloured powder or chunks of glass called frits. Either 
cane (coloured glass rods) or murrine (rods cross-sectioned to reveal 
patterns) can be applied by rolling the molten glass over a prepared 
pattern laid out flat.
 “I’ve been using many different techniques to explore the form 
within a form, or taking objects with known qualities which I then 
subvert,” says Steven. “Glass is so malleable and organic.”
 Although Steven grew up drawing, he didn’t pursue art in high 
school until he attended St. Paul’s Catholic High School in Niagara 
Falls. 
 He made extensive repairs to a plaster statue of the Virgin Mary, 
completely refabricating her hands from hydra-stone. The figure 

now graces the school’s chapel and is dedicated to Steven and his 
graduating class of 2005.
 The other pivotal event for Steven was a month-long Grade-12-
credit trip to Italy. Although he stayed in the remote mid-Italian 
town of Pacentro, he studied art history and sculpture.
 Initially, Steven entered Sheridan with furniture craft as his ma-
jor (glass as minor). After his first semester, he inverted that order 
because his passion for glass took hold. 
 Even during school breaks he doesn’t get far from glass work, 
spending his summer vacation washing windows. 
 “In the two years I have left at Sheridan my hope is to further 
develop my glasswork,” says Steven. “I find this work so enjoyable 
that I can’t stop wanting to spend time in the studio. 
 “That’s a good thing, because I believe we’re given talents on a 
‘use it’ or ‘lose it’ basis.”

By Barb Hunt
Focus on Scugog

“I find this work so enjoyable that I can’t 
stop wanting to spend time in the studio”

Steven Woodruff

Glass
  Magic



May God bless  
and watch 
over you  

and your loved  
ones at

Christmas  
and always. 
We hope the

holiday season  
finds you,  

sharing and  
worshipping  

together.
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A look at some of the events which have taken 
place over the past month.     Photos by J.P. Hvidsten

Ron Belton, above, was just one of 50 artists/artisans who 
took part in the 3rd annual Showcase of the Arts at the Scugog 
Community Centre on November 3, 4. 

Focus
on

 NOVEMBER

 Scugog was invaded by the Russians October 28 

when five young professionals arrived. While in Port Per-

ry the young Russians were guests of a number of Rotary 

Club members. Pictured above is Rotary past-president 

Kathryn Chenier (front right) with Dr. Yulia Soboleva (On-

cologist). Back left, team leader Alexey Bragunets and 

Alexey Romanchuk (Maxillofacial Surgeon). They re-

turned to their homes in Russia on November 13.

 Taking part in the Showcase of the Arts show held at the Scugog Community Centre, Port Perry last month were Birgitta MacLeod and sister Sonya Carr. More than 700 people attended the popular annual show this year.

 Hundreds of Scugog residents attended the Remembrance Day service in Port Perry 
on November 11. At left, Larry Kendall, whose son Mark is serving in Afghanistan, and two 
young Beavers get ready to lay a wreath at the cenotaph.                 Photos by Don MacLeod
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   Hallowe’en is always a special time for the kids and home-
owners along Cochrane Street go to great efforts decorating 
for the young ‘trick or treaters’. Many homes along the street 
transform their properties into special haunts for the night. 

See photos of
 these events  
and more at:

www.focusonscugog.com
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Nonquon River along 12th Line of Scugog, Feb. 2007 - by J.P. Hvidsten

... your guide to events and entertainment 

Scugog ?What’ s Up`
KID’S OLD-FASHIONED CHRISTMAS 
Scugog Shores Museum

16210 Island Rd.

Enjoy the season at the Children’s Old-Fashioned 
Christmas. Step back in time and tour through the 
historic village, traditionally decorated for the holidays 
with evergreen boughs, bright ribbons and berries. 
Visit with Santa Claus, bake and decorate gingerbread 
cookies, create ornaments and cards, and explore the 
village on a scavenger hunt.

When: Sunday, December 9, 2007

Time: Sunday, 11 - 3 pm

How Much: Admission free but non-perishable food  
 donations to Operation Scugog accepted.

More Information: 905-985-3589

4TH ANNUAL SNOWFLAKE SALE 
Scugog Memorial Public Library

231 Water Street, Port Perry

 The Kent Farndale Gallery presents its third an-
nual Snowflake Sale, showcasing works by local 
fine artists and craftspeople. The sale promises to 
be a veritable winter wonderland, brimming over with 
beautiful gift ideas for friends, family and visitors. En-
joy this truly one-of-a-kind shopping experience right 
here in Port Perry.
 Artists and craftspeople confirmed for the sale in-
clude Cathy Mark, John and Kate Hancock, Jonathan 
van Bilsen, Brenda LaChance, Shirley Heard, Paul 
Livingston, Elizabeth Murray, Faye McAlpine, Cyn-
thia Couples, Noreen Crozier, Deborah Colston and 
Steven Woodruff.

When: December 1 to December 22

Where: Kent Farndale Gallery

Time: Regular Gallery hours








